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On Thursday, May 26th the Home

Office issued a lengthy press release

highlighting increased efforts to

protect our coast. It began:‘Britain’s

maritime security will be bolstered, as

new powers to help target smugglers

and prevent illegal entry come into

force, and details of further investment

in maritime patrol capability are

announced.

“Our investments and improvements

over the past 6 years have left us with

one of the most secure borders in the

world. But we know we must go

further and continue to adapt and

react to the challenges we face,” said

Immigration Minister James

Brokenshire.“That’s why we will be

establishing a series of operational

hubs, procuring additional boats and

introducing new powers to make the

UK’s coastline even more secure from

criminals looking to smuggle guns and

drugs or facilitate illegal entry into the

country.”’

It was almost as if the Minister was

expecting the arrival of 18 Albanians in

the company of two Britons on our

own coast at Dymchurch just two days

later on May 28th. The British men -

Robert Stilwell, 33, from Dartford, and

Mark Stribling, 35, from Farningham -

will appear at Medway Crown Court at

the end of June accused of people

smuggling. 

What was going to be next after

increased security measures at Calais

was introduced to prevent migrants

clambering into vehicles crossing the

Channel? The inevitability was that

profiteering smugglers would seize the

opportunity to offer desperate people

the chance to escape the misery of

camps in Calais and Dunkerque, and

cross on whatever craft they could lay

their hands on. The Looker raised this

very issue a year ago, and as summer

comes (with calmer waters) we may

New maritime control
measures – but to what effect?

Shepway DC
holds private
meeting on 
Otterpool 

development

At 5pm today (June 8th) the District

Council is due to hold a closed Cabinet

meeting to discuss the ‘expression of

interest’ to develop Otterpool Farm

between Lympne and Sellindge.

The Otterpool Park proposal boasts “a

new community that could deliver up to

12,000 much needed homes, more

jobs, schools and facilities, all in a rich

landscape close to the Channel Tunnel

and M20 and under an hour to London

by train”. 

Under discussion will be a new

nine-page report published last week

which sets out the Council’s ambition to

create a new garden settlement at the

town.

The proposition has already

engendered the swift organisation of a

campaign against the possible

development, including a Protest

March which took place at the site last

Saturday (June 4th).

The report sets out the case for a
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well expect more to risk a perilous

journey across the busiest, and

possibly the most monitored,

shipping channel in the world.

Anecdotal reports have reached this

office of ‘fishermen’ without tackle or

even fishing lines co-ordinating their

incoming cargoes from our

shoreline late at night. That this is

now in the public arena should

surely prompt police action to

question what these men are doing.

And powered RHIBs (rubber-hulled

inflatable boats) have been reported

coming ashore between Littlestone

and St. Mary’s Bay, although these

reports were denied. 

Our urban coast is heavily popu-

lated and it would be unlikely for us

to see vessels carrying refugees on

the scale of those crossing the

Mediterranean with the huge loss of

life that has ensued (700 have died

last week alone).

Trevor Bunney, who is deputy

second coxswain at Dungeness

Lifeboat Station and its full time me-

chanic, has 30 years' experience of

sea rescues. "The Dover Straight is a

dangerous stretch of water at the

best of times,” he said.

"The weather and sea conditions are

unpredictable and at this time of year

the water is still very cold." He

warned that sea conditions in the

Dover Straight were much more

treacherous than Mediterranean

waters, a view which was echoed by

the President of the French

Coastguard.

The numbers of migrants who want

to come to the UK are of course

relatively small compared with the

million-plus who have escaped

A second boat was found abandoned on the beach at Dymchurch

thought to possibly be used as a ferry to the shore but not the boat

with the  casualties onboard



devastating conflicts in Syria, Iraq

and elsewhere for Germany and

Scandinavia. So they may arrive in

the dribs and drabs we have already

seen – 17 Albanians at Chichester

last month and two Iranians found

drifting in the Channel in April, but

these are the ones who have been

picked up. How many, or whether

there are actually more who have

arrived under the radar is anybody’s

guess.

UKIP Leader Nigel Farage said it

was "essential that a clear message

is sent that no migrant arriving on our

shores by boat is allowed leave to

remain".

"We have all seen the horrors of the

Mediterranean, with thousands

crossing and hundreds dying, we

cannot allow that to happen off the

shores of Kent and Sussex."

However, Folkestone & Hythe MP

Damian Collins believes it is "too

early to say whether this is a new

trend", and Shepway Council Leader,

Councillor David Monk said he

believed high levels of surveillance in

the English Channel would mean

most boats crossing the Channel

would be identified.

"I am pretty sure our security is

good,” he said. "I cannot recall a

previous incident but this should act

as a warning to the authorities to be

even more vigilant."

Since May 31st, the UK Government

has given itself new maritime

enforcement powers, which will allow

Border Force officers to stop, board,

divert and detain vessels and arrest

anyone they suspect has broken

immigration law.

The stronger maritime powers, which

form one part of the wide-ranging

Immigration Act are intended to

combat 3 immigration offences in the

territorial waters of the UK:

•   assisting unlawful immigration

•   assisting an asylum seeker to

arrive in the UK

•   assisting entry to the UK in breach

of a deportation or exclusion order

We are promised new patrol vessels

to help intercept attempts to smuggle

dangerous weapons, drugs and

migrants into the country.

The first batch will apparently be in

place in the coming months, with all

of the vessels operational by the end

of next year. The vessels will add to

the protection already offered by the

Border Force cutters and Royal Navy

vessels which patrol the UK

coastline.

The coming months will be a major

challenge for those responsible for

the control of our coastal border and

we hope that a mix of a heightened

sense of security, enhanced powers

and additional patrol capacity will

prevail. The Looker as always will

keep you posted over the critical

summer period…

The Looker has featured the stories

of boats bringing illegal immigrants

ashore for over 12 months. The

Lookers Group Editor David Wimble

who was interviewed on Radio 4’s

Today programme said: “Local

people have been aware of this

problem for months, when we raised

the story after witnessing

suspicious behaviour along the

beach whilst walking my dog, I

watched a group of men with a white

van signalling with a torch whilst the

other flashed a search light.

The incident was phoned through to

the police who in turn contacted the

Border Force Agency, however, by

the time they arrived on the scene,

along with police, it was nearly an

hour later by which time the boat

could have easily dropped off its

load.”

The area between Littlestone and

Dymchurch has long been

associated with smuggling in recent

years, with fast rigid inflatable boats

being used to smuggle drugs and

other contraband.

David said: “Until a proper Border

Force and police presence is seen

on the Marsh it’s going to get much

worse, this will be the tip of the

iceberg! This time they got picked up

because of a mechanical fault on

one of the boats, but how many other

times where they successful? And

how many other people traffickers

are operating in this area?”

Have you seen anything
suspicious? Do you believe this
has been going on for months?

Tell us your views
contact The Looker.... 
info@thelooker.co.uk
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Editor David Wimble says 

‘I fear it’s being going on for

months’

Looker
Comment
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potential new garden settlement in the district and seeks

Cabinet approval to submit an expression of interest for

Otterpool Park, in response to the  Government’s

prospectus for “Locally Led Garden Villages, Towns and

Cities” unveiled in the Chancellor’s Spring Budget. 

The document outlines the benefits to the existing

community including improved access to local services,

environmental improvements to existing villages and

investment in infrastructure such as local roads and

sewerage, and access to more local job opportunities.

The Council says its proposals directly respond to the

priorities of its Corporate Plan which includes a

commitment to Shepway residents “to enjoy a healthy,

prosperous lifestyle and benefitting from high quality and

affordable housing by making sure new homes are built

in the district and by developing a sustainable and

vibrant local economy”.

The report provides the background for Cabinet to

discuss the commercially sensitive formal expression of

interest to submit in response to the Government’s

prospectus.

The Private Cabinet Meeting has caused some

consternation among those campaigning against of the

idea, as they have revealed that the Council should give

at least 28 days’ notice of a meeting which excludes

members of the public. At the time of writing, those

concerned about the legality of the process were still

awaiting clarification of the situation.

Cllr David Monk, Leader of the Council is maintaining his

enthusiasm for the project: 

“I believe that the benefits of this proposal will be

enormous, with homes for all, opportunities from

apprenticeships in the construction industry and

accommodation for new businesses in flexible,

well-connected workspaces. 

All of these will contribute to a wonderful quality of life for

all of our residents.”

There are already many whose views are being aired in

these pages and on social media who will beg to differ…

The nine-page report is available to view at....

www.shepway.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListDocuments.

Secret Meeting 
...Continued from front page

Customer voting will

soon be open at

Sainsbury’s New

Romney for the retailer’s

Local Charity of the Year

scheme. 

Each Sainsbury’s

supermarket and

convenience store has

shortlisted a maximum of

three charities to put

forward for the customer

vote. Customers can vote

through the in-store

voting system or online

www.sainsburyslocalcharity.co.uk, from 13 – 26 June. 

The shortlisted charities in the running are:

Romney Marsh Day Centre which supports older

people within our community to remain independent and

provides recreational and leisure activities as well as a

community meal service and rehabilitation unit.

CARM which aims to reduce social isolation for older

and vulnerable people by offering drop-ins and

befriending services as well as reminiscence projects

and meeting points.

Romney Marsh Community First Responders which

works in conjunction with SECAMB whereby volunteers

are trained to respond to emergency calls and can often

attend  the scene of an emergency  before the

emergency service arrives.

The winning charity will receive a year’s worth of

fundraising and awareness raising. Sainsbury’s Local

Charity of the Year is now in it’s eighth year and has

raise over £11 million for local charities across the UK. 

Local Charity
of the Year

voting opens
at 

Sainsbury’s
New Romney
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Search for RRC
Trustee Stars

The Romney Resource Centre (RRC) in New Romney

has launched a search to find new Trustees to join its

Board to oversee the management of the facility and

bring new and creative ideas.

Established in 1999 and having built a reputation as a

‘Centre of Excellence’ for education, training and

self-improvement, the Centre is looking for Trustees who

can bring the commitment, skills and dedication needed

to take its mission forward. It is looking for people who

can offer creative ways to remain sustainable in a time of

reducing budgets and increasing needs.

As a unique and innovative charity, the Centre is

governed by a dedicated Board of Trustees whose time,

knowledge and experience is given freely with the aim of

supporting and developing the organisation’s strategic

objectives and its growth. It is the only provider of

careers and skills advice, training, education and

employment support on Romney Marsh for 16-18 year

olds and adults. Benefits of becoming a Trustee include:

• putting skills and experience to use to make a 

lasting difference

• learning about the management and strategy 

side of charities by taking on a leadership role

• having a perfect volunteering opportunity for n 

people  with generally six compulsory meetings a

year

• working with new and interesting people from    

diverse backgrounds

• enhancing your CV which may open doors to 

new career paths  

The RRC is looking for people with experience in

education; financial control; company and charity law;

HR law and safeguarding.

If you have the commitment and passion to truly make a

difference, please e-mail your CV and a brief statement

(of no more than 250 words) outlining why the role to the

CEO Edna Delaney - Reception@romney-

resource.co.uk.  Alternatively, if you wish to find out more

please telephone or email Edna on 01797 367455.  
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The House of Commons

Transport Committee has

challenged plans to build

the world’s second-largest

lorry park at Stanford near

Junction 11 of the M20 at

Stanford to ease road

chaos when cross-

Channel freight routes are

disrupted.

The Committee says

ministers must do more to

justify providing a £250m, 65 hectare site for up to 4,000

heavy lorries to wait when bad weather, operating

difficulties, strikes, migrant protests at Calais, security

alerts or bad weather hit ferry or rail services.

Though not ruling on the proposals for a holding area off

the M20 put forward by the Department for Transport, the

MPs want more evidence that it is “a proportionate and

appropriate solution” to the problems caused by under

which Kent police close large stretches of motorway to

park freight vehicles bound for the Dover or the Channel

tunnel.

Such measures were used on 32 days last year, causing

immense knock-on effects in our area and protests in

towns and villages. The government has leased land at

the former Manston airport to temporarily serve as a

holding area but police and local councillors fear further

logjams on the county’s roads.

The leader of Shepway District Council, Councillor David

Monk told The Looker: “We don’t want to comment on the

report itself, but with the Government’s appointment of a

contractor, we are confident that the significant disruption

and misery caused by closing the M20 and using it to

stack lorries – and the impact this has had on the local

and national economy for the last 20 years – has been

demonstrated and will be addressed with the creation of a

much-needed lorry holding area.”

The MPs say other options need to be evaluated

including upgrading the M20 and/or the A2 and M2 links

to Channel services, moving more freight from road to

rail, increasing capacity on ferries and trains, building a

network of smaller lorry parks and using technology to

better manage queueing.

Louise Ellman, who chairs the committee, said: “The

routes to Dover and Folkestone are important nationally

they carry more than 80% of the road freight entering or

leaving the UK. The government has settled on a lorry

park as the best solution but what they are proposing is

on a vast scale and could cost up to quarter of a billion

pounds.

“Ministers need to do more in order to justify this spending

and it should do more to demonstrate why a lorry park

roughly the size of Disneyland in California is better than

the alternatives we heard about during our inquiry.”

Stanford’s Parish Council had raised concerns over noise

and light pollution and harmful diesel emissions, while

residents have also expressed fears over littering,

drug-dealing and prostitution. “We are absolutely

delighted with this news as we have been saying all along

that a lorry park will not actually save money – it will still

cost the economy £250m a day to park cars in a place

which will be a folly and a stain on the countryside of

Kent,” said Councillor Matthew Webb, the leader of the

Parish Council.

However, Folkestone & Hythe MP Damian Collins feels

that a lorry park will be the most effective solution to the

problems raised by Operation Stack. “It will improve the

situation dramatically as this has a huge impact on all the

roads and businesses around my constituency. A lorry

park is the best solution as we will be able to get freight

off the road and keep the M20 and other roads moving.

We have considered options in terms of site and district

and county councils have agreed that this site will have

the least possible impact, especially after landscaping

and other measures are put in place,” he said.

Highways England has consulted on long-term plans to

solve the problems and is preparing a report for ministers

who are expected to announce the next steps “soon”.

They have promised further consultation over the

Stanford holding area but intend to have a permanent

solution in place by summer next year.

Around 17 per cent of all the UK’s trade in goods valued

at almost £120bn annually pass through Dover. “It is

absolutely crucial that we get this right,” said a

spokesman for the Port of Dover. “Dealing with the issue

of where to hold vehicles delayed by a blockage in the

pan-European transport network is crucial to an island

nation like ours, and government is absolutely right to

take this matter as seriously as it does.

Highways England received more than 1,000 responses

to its public consultation on this issue and will announce a

decision on the preferred site soon.

MPs’ Select
Committee
criticises

Stack
proposal



Television presenter,

motorcycle racer,

mechanic and all round

speed monster Guy Martin

has taken to the skies for

his latest adrenalin-fuelled

adventure.

Beginning at the Hythe Imperial Hotel, Guy is attempting

to pedal his way across the Channel in what is being

described as possibly his biggest challenge so far.

The stunt is being filmed for an episode of the new

series of his Channel 4 show, ‘Speed with Guy Martin’.

Crowds gathered on Hythe’s seafront to see Guy being

strapped into position underneath a hot-air ‘blimp’ (or

zeppelin), and watch his initial attempts to get off the

ground while he took selfies.

A video of the pedal-powered balloonist appeared on

Twitter showing him getting airborne outside the Impe-

rial.

“The English Channel holds a special place in the hearts

of aviation enthusiasts ever since it was first crossed by

air in 1785,” said a spokesman for Channel 4 TV. “Now

Guy is attempting a bold Channel crossing using a

human-powered blimp.

“In what could be his hardest challenge to date, Guy will

need to pedal for more than four hours at a steady alti-

tude of 15 metres above the sea, while avoiding ships in

one of the busiest shipping lanes in the world.”

In his two previous series for Channel 4, Guy has com-

pleted challenges in vehicles including motorcycles, hov-

ercraft and a soapbox car. And in March, he set a new

record for the Wall of Death – the perilous motorcycle

challenge around a vertical wall without support, live on

TV at a speed of more than 78mph.

Earlier in the year, he revealed his decision to give this

year’s TT races a miss. “I fancy a change of scenery. I’ve

been racing the TT for 11 years. All I’ve really done since

I was 18, except the trucks, is race motorbikes and my

brain needs something else. Every year’s the same:

testing, racing, then start again.

Well the water below him should certainly provide a

chance of scenery from the tarmac he is used to, but

The Looker wonders if he will have time to report any

sightings of suspicious looking inflatable boats heading

our way as he soars above the sea…
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takes to the

skies



Thursday 9th June
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.

New Romney Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,

10 a.m.

Exhibition of Paintings, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney,

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,

10.15 a.m.

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30 p.m. 

St Mary’s Bay Camera Club, Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 10th June
Cuppa & Chat, Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10 a.m.

Exhibition of Paintings, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney,

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Flower Festival, Burmarsh Church, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh Community Centre,

6 p.m. (7-10 years)

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community Centre, 7.30 p.m.

(11-15 years)

Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Saturday 11th June
St. Peter’s Market, Greatstone, 10 a.m. – 12 noon

Coffee Morning, Methodist Church, New Romney, 10 a.m.

Community Market, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10 a.m.

Exhibition of Paintings, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney,

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Flower Festival, Burmarsh Church, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Coffee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall, 10.30 a.m.

Great British Summer Party, Ivychurch Village Green,

12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Children's Tea Party, Woodchurch Village Green,

3 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Tea Party for the Adults, Woodchurch Memorial Hall,

3 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Come Dancing to ‘The Rocketmen’, Woodchurch Memorial

Hall, 7.30 p.m. (£10 per head, inc nibbles)

Sunday 12th June
Thanksgiving & Civic Service, All Saint’s Church, Lydd,

10 a.m.

Summer Craft Fair, RNLI Dungeness, 10 a.m.

Flower Festival, Burmarsh Church, 10 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.

18th Hamstreet Festival of Transport, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

(A Great Day of Family Entertainment)

Celebration for our Queens 90th Birthday with a special

Thanksgiving Family Service, 10.30 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Refreshments afterwards, all welcome

Birthday Party, Coronation Square, Lydd, 12.30 p.m.

onwards (Entertainment & live music, bring your own

refreshments)

Cream Teas, All Saints Church, Woodchurch,

2.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

Monday 13th June
Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10 a.m.

Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church, 10 a.m.

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10.30

a.m.

New Romney 65 Club, Prescott House, Rolfe Lane, 2 p.m.

Seaside Singers, Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 2.30 p.m.

(New members very welcome)

Greatstone WI, St. Peter’s Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers, St. Mary’s Bay Village

Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 14th June
Coastal Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 10 a.m.

Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea,

10 a.m.

Keep Fit/Dance Class, Keppels Bar, The Grand Hotel,

Folkestone, 10.30 a.m.-11.30 a.m.

Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.

Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh Community Church,

6.30 p.m. (16 years plus)

New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 15th June
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall, 10 a.m. &

1.30 p.m. 

Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café, Hythe, 2 p.m.

Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea,

2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old School, New Romney,

7 p.m.

Friends of Lydd, Hardy Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Saturday 18th June
LYDD CLUB DAY
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A happy and historic moment for

the Rotary Club of Hythe was

recorded recently, as they

welcomed their first two lady

members into their Club.

The Rotarians were joined for

the evening meeting by Assistant

Governor Gloria Barnett, the

Club celebrated the moment

when Liz Dearden and Mary

Nougher became Rotarians.   

Both Liz and Mary were excited to be joining such a

vibrant Rotary Club, whose work, both locally and

internationally, has been exceptional over the years, and

they are looking forward to helping the Hythe Rotarians

continue to achieve their goals of service in the

community.  Gloria, President of the Club, Simon

Johnson, and all members of the Club stood to welcome

them both into the

ranks of 1.2 million

members of Rotary

worldwide.

“I am sure that both

these ladies are

going to have a

wonderful time being

members of such a

vibrant club as Rotary

Club of Hythe,” said

Gloria, “I am always

amazed at how much

these Rotarians

achieve every year,

and how so many

people both in South

Kent and overseas

benefit from all of their hard work.  

“As well as the service element, the Hythe Club is a

charming bunch of people, and the Club’s social events

are always great fun. Perhaps more people in the Hythe

region should be thinking about joining Rotary – it

certainly has a high satisfaction rating for everyone

involved.”

Rotary Clubs are always looking for new (and especially

younger) members to continue with this incredible

community work. Find out more about the Hythe Rotary

Club at  www.hythe-rotary.com.

Historic 
night for 

lady 
Rotarians
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A call for action has gone

out to all those in

Shepway’s tourist 

businesses to help with a

new initiative which aims

to provide a coherent

approach to managing

tourism in the district.

Hoteliers, pub landlords,

restaurateurs, bed and

breakfast owners and

managers of visitor attrac-

tions of all sizes are

invited to come together to

develop and deliver a

Destination Management

Plan which will enhance

the area’s identity as a

first-class tourist destination.

Shepway District Council (SDC), which is behind the

Plan sees this as an opportunity to shape a joint strategy

to manage positive and memorable experiences of our

beautiful and varied district. Of course, the Marsh is

distinct from the urban coastal destinations to the east of

the district. It offers unique landscapes, cosy tearooms,

great restaurants, hotels, B&Bs and traditional pubs, as

well as major visitor attractions such as the Dungeness

National Nature Reserve and Romney Hythe &

Dymchurch Railway.

Shepway is visited by 4.4 million each year, who

contribute to making Shepway the fifth largest domestic

tourism economy in Kent and Medway, generating £208

million a year. If you are one of those people involved in

any aspect of the tourist business, the council would like

to know what you think of tourism and how it could be

improved in the future.      

Cllr John Collier, Cabinet Member for the District

Economy, explains; “Our tourism businesses are clearly

doing very well, but we want to give them the tools to do

even better.

“Tourism provides value for our whole community, so we

want to encourage even more people to visit us. This

means individual business owners will feel more

prosperous, which in turn will encourage more

businesses to start, and leads to more visitors and more

jobs. All of this makes everything better for the rest of us;

because we can carry on enjoying the benefits of tourism

when the visitors go home,” he said.

SDC is keen to gather the views of the tourism sector via

an online survey which will contribute to the initial stage

of this important project. Tourism professionals will find it

at: www.folkestone.works/destinationshepway.

To help in the development of the Plan, SDC is inviting

tourism and hospitality professionals to a series of free

workshops:

• Visioning Workshop at Folkestone Quarterhouse 

on June 15th from 1.30-5.30pm

• Visioning Workshop at the Marsh Academy Com

munity Hub, New Romney on June 20th from 

1.30-5.30pm

• Action Planning Workshop at the Hythe Station

of the RH&D Railway from 1.30-5.30pm, which will

gather the ideas from the Visioning Workshops, deter-

mine what goes in to the Destination Management Plan

and how it is taken forward and who does it.

“We can’t do this on our own; we need organisations in-

volved in tourism, large and small, from our urban and

rural areas, to tell us what they think and what they want.

They need to help us develop a plan for the future that

we can all sign up to and deliver,” concluded Cllr Collier.

To find out more about the workshops, contact Sarah

Loftus at sarah@sarahloftus.com. 

Appeal 
to Marsh 

tourist trade
to 

develop 
destination

plan
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Keith Taylor, MEP for

the South East,

discovered how EU

funding is helping

wildlife thrive in Kent,

during a recent visit

to the RSPB nature

reserve in

Dungeness.

The Green Party

MEP, who has promised to be a ‘loud, positive and

distinctive’ voice in the EU referendum debate, visited

the flagship reserve to find out more about the RSPB’s

work on the Peninsula.

RSPB Dungeness is one of the many natural habitats in

the South East protected by the EU Habitats and Birds

directives. The charity-run site also receives funding

from the EU’s LIFE-Nature programme.

The RSPB has no position on the EU referendum but

has promised to challenge the arguments coming from

both sides of the campaign, to ensure the public have all

the facts on 23 June.

EU funding has helped the RSPB reverse the decline of

the native bittern, a bird once threatened by extinction in

the UK. The population is now booming across the South

East and has increased seven-fold across the UK from

the mid-1990s, when there remained

just 11 males.

Dungeness is a favourite nature spot

for Keith and, after enjoying a few

moments spotting hobbies, a summer

visiting bird of prey, and listening to

the distant call of marsh frogs, the

Green Party’s Animals spokesman

said:

“I’m always delighted to have the op-

portunity to visit one of my favourite

nature reserves in the South East. It’s

also great to have the chance to see

first-hand just how important EU fund-

ing is for protecting the wildlife that

makes the region such a wonderfully diverse and vibrant

place to live.

“As a member of the European Union, UK conservation

organisations benefit from the largest single body of

environmental legislation in the world. The regulations

and safeguards help reduce pollution, tackle climate

change, and protect the diversity of wildlife we enjoy,” he

continued.

The EU is responsible for around 80 per cent of all

environmental laws in the UK and there are many

examples where those laws have driven positive change.

Protected wildlife sites were being lost at a rate of 15% a

year before EU action; now that rate is just 1%.”

With the government dropping some rather worrying

hints about what would happen to these environmental

rules should we quit the EU, it’s little wonder the

overwhelming majority of independent experts are

warning that Britain’s wildlife and environment would be

in a perilous position in the event of a vote to leave.”

See more about Keith Taylor’s visit and his role in

protecting wildlife at: www.keithtaylormep.org.uk.

This wasn’t the only visit the MEP made to this area in

the last couple of weeks. He was out helping Green

Party activists in Hythe High Street on June 4th to send

out positive messages about EU membership.

MEP swoops
into Shepway

to help EU
campaign
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It was a case of ‘business as

usual’ with a series of local

council Annual General

meeting over the last couple

of weeks, with most of the

current mayors or council

leaders remaining in situ for

another term.

Firstly in Sandgate, Council

Leader Robert Bliss was

unanimously re-elected and

all the various Council roles

agreed en bloc in one vote. There was a good turnout of

around 60 residents crammed into the Library, perhaps

attracted because the AGM was completed in about 15

minutes, and the serving of wine and nibbles straight

after the proceedings supplied by the Loaf Café in the

High Street.

Along the road in Hythe, the lunchtime AGM at lunchtime

also provided wine and nibbles, and the dominant

Conservative Group ensured the status quo was

maintained – so no change for Michael Lyons or Deputy

Mayor Paul Peacock either.

Next up was Dymchurch Parish Council which was not

quite as well attended as the Sandgate meeting – one

member of the public (possibly no wine or snacks here).

Cllr. Roger Wilkins was re-elected as Chairman with no

other candidates and Cllr. Russell Tillson confirmed in

his role as Vice Chairman for another year.

New Romney Town Council continued the trend with

Cllr. Patricia Rolfe re-elected unanimously as Mayor.

Councillor Mrs Rolfe has the distinction of being the

latest successor in a long line of Town Mayors having

been appointed since the Incorporation of the Borough of

New Romney by Queen Elizabeth I and the appointment

of the Town’s first Mayor, Jurat John Cheseman on

September 25th, 1563.

However, last but not least it was Lydd Town Council

which bucked the trend. Cllr. Cllr Tom Dawes who had

served as Mayor of Lydd for 3 years opened the meeting

and asked the Town Clerk to read out the nominations

for Mayor. Cllr Robert Stanley (Bob) Jones was the only

person nominated and was duly elected to the role of

Mayor of Lydd.

Cllr Jones said that he was honoured and proud to be

elected to this position and that he would always do his

upmost for the Council and the Town. Cllr Jones thanked

the outgoing Mayor for the last 3 years of service to the

Town Council and said that Cllr. Tom Dawes had

certainly covered a lot of ground with the many Mayoral

events he had attended which had helped put Lydd back

on the map. Cllr. Jones presented Cllr. Dawes with the

past Mayor’s badge.

So it seems that our council leaders have done a good

enough job over the past year to continue their tenure

with little or no opposition over the next year – and that

the outgoing Mayor of Lydd, Cllr Jones was probably

welcoming of a break after three years.

Local 
councils in
‘not much
change’
AGMs
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The new Kent Police & Crime

Commissioner, Matthew Scott

reports a busy first week having

won the election to the post in

May.

“I have already met with staff,

senior police officers and

Commission leadership to

discuss my Six Point Plan for

the future policing of Kent,” he

told The Looker. “I believe that dealing with crime is

relevant to everywhere – and everywhere is my place.

“I am keen to set out my stall early and look forward to

community engagement – I am keen on the idea of com-

munity spirit.”

Just to recap, the headlines of his Plan are:

• Cutting crime and reducing re-offending

• Delivering value for money

• Visible, effective and dedicated policing

• Putting victims at the heart of the justice system

• Tackling the misery caused by abuse, substance 

misuse and antisocial behaviour

• Mental Health

The Plan is ambitious, but he believes it is achievable.

“On my first day in the job I released £1.8million of

funding to cut crime, prevent reoffending and support

victims,” he said. “Commissioning services which

prevent crime and support victims are among the most

important jobs of any PCC, so I made it a priority to look

at where our money was going. The proposed funding

allocations will help me deliver the Plan.”

The money will go to partners such as the Community

Safety Partnerships where local councils, Kent Police,

Kent Fire and Rescue Service and other agencies work

together to tackle crime, anti-social behaviour and drug

and alcohol problems across the county.

“In terms of police numbers, I want to recruit more than

400 police officers, which is about the same as last year,

but technology will become increasingly important,”

Matthew said.

One issue he is particularly keen on addressing, is that

of mental health, which he says can take up as much as

a quarter of police time to deal with.

“‘Mental health is an issue I care deeply about,” he says.

“One in four people experience a mental health problem

at some point in their lives. Police officers suffer from

stress, anxiety and depression just like anyone else so

it’s clearly an important issue.”

Part of his strategy is to undertake a detailed review of

how and why mentally ill people come into contact with

the force.

“I want to make sure our police officers can focus their

time on tackling crime. I will be looking closely at

schemes such as placing mental health triage nurses on

patrol with police officers,” he said. “‘Having the provision

for vulnerable people to get the best possible care is

important for them, and it frees up officers to spend more

time on community policing.”

And it seems that community is at the heart of his

philosophy towards policing. “I am keen for people to

contact me and to get out and about in the community.” 

But what does he have to say about two key issues that

have already been raised about his new role – his age

(he is 31) and the fact that he stood as a Conservative

candidate, having only recently worked for David

Evennett, the Conservative MP for Bexleyheath as office

manager?

“Firstly, I believe that age and ability are two different

things, and I am confident that I certainly have the ability

and relevant experience to make a success of my Plan.

And secondly, Police Crime Commissioners have to sign

an Oath of Impartiality, so I will be representing Kent as

my first priority,” he concludes.

We are sure we will look forward to welcoming Matthew

Scott to the Marsh to confirm his community

engagement credentials in due course…

To find out how you can meet and contact Matthew, visit

www.kent-pcc.gov.uk or call the Office of the Kent Police

and Crime Commissioner on 01622 677055.

Church 
Celebration           

for Queen’s 90th
Birthday

Romney Marsh Community Church will be celebrating

the Queen’s 90th Birthday at a special family Celebration

Service at the Centre in North Street, New Romney at

10.30am on Sunday 12th June.

The Church acknowledges that the Queen has seen

many changes in her family, country and world over

those 90 years - some good and some not so good. But

through all the joys and challenges she has had to face,

both privately and as our Sovereign, she has faithfully

remained loyal to her Christian faith and calling.

Nick Barratt, Pastor of RMCC says: "It is important to

give thanks to God for our Queen and the faithful

example she has given to all Christians everywhere - so

come and celebrate with us.”

New Kent
PCC gets
feet under
the desk



There are just three

weeks to go before the

Hythe Festival presents

its most ambitious

programme of arts,

entertainment and fun

events ever.

But you can warm up

during the run up to the official start day of July 1st with a

series of events to get you in the Festival mood.

The Launch Week runs from 25th June to 30th with a

day of activity on Saturday 25th showcasing

performances at the Undercroft of Hythe Town Hall and

Town Square from 10.30am to 3pm.

“To reflect the wide range of fantastic events and

experiences we are putting on during the Festival itself,

we have some tantalising treats lined up to give

everyone a taste of the entertainment to come between

July 1st and 10th,” says Events Secretary Kay Keesing.

Canterbury City Brass Band will open the festivities at

11am, followed by Street Dance by the Impact Dance

Company, music from ‘Here Come the Girls’ featuring

Donna and Jo, and some vibrant vocalising from the

Brockhill School Singers.

The entertainment will be completed by the Mission

Gospel Choir run by Maddie Cordes at around 2pm.

And to celebrate this year’s celebrations of the Queen’s

90th birthday – both actual and official – children can join

the search for the Crown Jewels in the ‘Right Royal

Treasure Hunt’ sponsored by the Hythe Salvation Army

Church & Community Centre.

There will be an information desk at the Undercroft of the

Town Hall for the whole week, (excluding Sun 26th June,

when information is available at the Picnic on The

Green, between 2pm and 5pm), where you can get

information on the Festival, book tickets for events and

ask any questions that you might have. 

There are a couple of additional treats just before the

Launch Day with performances of the hit musical Evita

by FHODS at the Tower Theatre in Shorncliffe on

Thursday, 23rd and Friday, 24th June at 7.30pm. There

are further matinee and evening performances on June

25th.

(More information atwww.towertheatrefolkestone.co.uk). 

“I am sure that the Launch Week will well and truly whet

people’s appetites for the forthcoming festivities. There

will definitely be something for everyone and it is sure to

be a record-breaking, better-than-ever Festival – but

make sure you get your tickets early for those few events

that need them, and keep a daily eye on the website for

updated information,” adds Kay. Check out:

www.hythefestival.co.uk.

Running alongside the duration of the Hythe Festival

from the Launch Day on June 25th to the Seaside

Spectacular Finale on July 10th will be an open

photographic competition to capture the spirit of the

events.

Focussing on the themes of colour, style, light,

expression and movement, photographers of all abilities

are invited to get creative and share their pictures of the

Festival. Images will need to catch the eye and have a

strong visual impact evoking the spirit of the Festival. 

The competition will be open for online entries between

25 June until10 July. With a maximum of three entries in

each of the two categories - under 18's and over 18's -

the top three in each category will receive vouchers that

can be exchanged at Hythe Camera Shop.

The winners will be invited to the closing Hythe Festival

celebration on July 24th. Visitors to the website will be

invited to vote for the images which best capture the

spirit of the Festival.  Full details and terms and

conditions are available at

www.hythefestival.co.uk.
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Countdown to
the Festival
begins here!



Dear Looker,

In the editorial article about the forthcoming referendum

over membership of the EU, no mention was made in

regard to our democratic right of self-governance, to

political accountability and our status as an independent

Soverign nation. Neither was there any mention of being

ruled by a group of unelected presidents; the profligate

waste associated with virtually all aspects of the EU (in-

cluding the constant switching of the EU parliament) and

our ever diminishing standing and marginalisation within

the EU, should we remain within it. 

If we were outside the EU and the referendum was to

consider joining it, how many could honestly say they

would vote Yes?

If the answer to that question is No, then why would

anyone consider staying in it? 

Keith Miles

Dear Looker,

May we, through the Looker, say a huge THANK YOU to

the ‘Town Sprucers’ who worked hard at clearing the

‘wild area’ adjacent to Joseph’s Way, New Romney.

Judging by the number of bags filled there was a lot of

rubbish! Whilst some rubbish is blown there by the

marsh winds, and some from the allotments much of it is

dumped by the children and youth who congregate

there, or use it as a shortcut through to the playing fields

etc. 

As the wild area is a haven to many different wild flowers

as well as birds, insects, reptiles and mammals we really

hope that now it is tidy all local residents will take pride in

caring for the area and ensure rubbish is disposed of

more thoughtfully. 

Yours faithfully,

Sheila McLachlan

Guelda Sammars

Dear Looker,

Re. Otterpool Garden Village plan.

I have read your document” Locally – led Garden Vil-

lages etc.” I am appalled at the scale and nature of the

development for which my Local Authority, Shepway

District Council, plans to register an expression of      in-

terest on 8th June.

This document was published in March 2016 and there

has been no attempt by SDC to consult the thousands of

residents who would be seriously affected by the

Otterpool proposal. 

I ask that you respond in writing to the issues I have

raised below.

The plans that Shepway are apparently putting forward

to the government to build a so called village around

Sellindge, Lympne and Westenhangar. Will result in a

town, twice the size of Hythe, with 29,000 people living in

it. Hardly a village!

Why do we need to build a settlement of this size in what

is already a very overcrowded part of the country?

George Osborne’s idea of a ‘Northern Powerhouse’

would be a better option. The government should

provide incentives to move jobs and housing to less

crowded parts of the country, incentivise the use of

brownfield sites there and not allow more and more land

to be lost to housing in this overcrowded part of the

country. This is short termism at its best in my view. Take

a short term profit and take no account of the long term

issues. A better strategic overview and plan is needed. I

know that this sounds like a ‘not in my backyard’ stance

but I am living in a building site now with 1200 new

homes going up on the Shorncliffe Garrison site. Enough

is enough.

The plans I have seen on Kent Online do not speak

about the need for a new hospital if this huge

development goes ahead. I realise that people in

positions of power are less likely to need to rely on local

medical services but the majority of the population do

and the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford will never

cope. In all of this rush for profit, some moral standpoints

need to be taken and this is one such issue.

There is no mention of new reservoirs and water supply

infrastructure or of drainage/water treatment concerns.

Every time there is a minor heatwave we hear of the

need for hosepipe bans. Kent is an area that had

compulsory water meters fitted because there is a

recognised scarcity of groundwater. If we experience two

or three dry winters, our supplier is already saying that

there will be problems. By 2035 Veolia, our supplier, is

predicting a water shortfall. How can it make sense to

build more houses when this is the case? I do not see

how we can continue in this way without a strategic plan

to overhaul the infrastructure requirements we will have.

I know it all costs money but we do live in the 21st

century and if we are not careful we will be reverting

back to life in a much earlier era through lack of

forethought, willpower and commitment of resources.

The energy needs of this development will be another

drain on a dwindling supply at a time when we are

closing power stations without opening new ones. How

long before the lights go out? 

Then there is the whole quality of life issue. This land we
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are talking about is green agricultural land in what was

once called the ‘Garden of England.’ This will be a sick

joke if we pave over the land between Folkestone and

Ashford. Once done, it cannot be undone either. I

presume that those planning this development have

thought where their food supplies will come from once

prime agricultural land is concreted over. I am not happy

now that we import so much so heaven knows what the

situation will be if ideas like this one are replicated all

over our country.

The whole way in which our council, which purports to

represent us, has dealt secretively with this matter is

shocking. They have been underhand in buying

agricultural land, stating it would remain so, and then

bringing forth this proposal with very little time for a

proper consultation. They have timed it so that most

people are preoccupied with the referendum on Europe

and have been very tardy in providing adequate

information. They only see the profit line it seems. They

do not see the devastating effects this will have or the

lack of infrastructure to cope with the new demands. 

Quality of life will be poor for my children and

grandchildren if this proposal becomes a reality. Pollution

on the M20 will be greatly increased as will congestion

and traffic problems. The M20 is already a busy route. I

hate to think of it once this is completed. Rail links are

crammed to capacity. Virtually every evening the news

locally shows crowded trains, not running to time etc.

This area is full.

The only fortunate thing for me is that I am unlikely to be

around when all of this is completed. However, that is a

selfish view and in any case my children and

grandchildren will be here and will have to live with the

fallout from this ill -considered plan.

Yours sincerely,

Julian Goldsmith

Dear Looker,

Who is this Cllr Monk and who does he think he is in

making major decisions of such enormous importance ?

Yes a patchwork of gardens may be good enough for

some  birds  - but even they explore open farmland and

green wide spaces. Do Skylarks and Fieldfares etc  not

matter?. Do WE not  matter?  Will the south east finally

become a conglomeration of Garden Cities?  I'm glad

I'm old!  Nature will take a hand eventually - look to

history - Too many people living too close together will

bring about disaster. 

A Smith Hythe

Dear Looker,

On the 24th April, my partner and I were involved in a

terrible accident on Coast Drive at 3.20 pm. Through

"The Looker" we would like to say a big big thank you to

all the householders who quickly came to our aid, and

gave us reassurances  during that  traumatic period,

particularly a young lady who stayed and held Voni's

hand as she was conscious unlike me, during the ordeal,

even when petrol was coming into the car.

The Fire Services,  Ambulance, Helicopters, & Police

and to all others that helped in anyway that day. We are

still working our way through the injuries and wish all

other injured people involved a speedy recovery.

Barry & Voni

St. Mary in the Marsh & St Marys Bay Twinning

Association is twinned with St Andre (a suburb of Lille)

The Looker did cover our

official signing last October.

On Saturday 28th May we have 18 people coming from

St Andre-11 to play netball and 7 supporters. The games

will be played at the Accadamy against the Marsh

Mallows- our netball ladies will hopefully travel to St

Andre to play basket ball at some future date.  We do

have a friendship challenge cup for the winner.

On the 24th June St Nicholas school New Romney will

play hosts to 29 children aged 8-9 from St Josephs

school in St Andre. The children will spend time together

split into 3 classes - hopefully this will lead to further

communications between the two sets of pupils and also

their parents.

The Lady mayor of New Romney Patricia Rolfe has

agreed to attend the school to meet all the children. Our

twinning association look forward to helping children

from St Nicholas to visit St Andre next year.

On November 11th members of our committee will be

attending 3 Remberance celebrations in St Andre then

on November 13th there is a party of Legionairs Vetrans

coming to St Marys Bay for a service in All Saints

followed by a small service at the memorial outside St

Marys Bay Village Hall-we will then proceed to Brenzet

Museum for a buffet lunch and a tour of the Museum

then time and weather permitting we will travel to St May

in the Marsh for another service.

Following the sucess of our Barn Dance in April we will

be holding another on November 12th in St Marys Bay

Village Hall with the Vagabonds and a Ham & Cheese

ploughmans supper. Any publicity you can give us will be

very welcome.

Yours sincerely

Sharon Ward

Treasurer



Page 18

Wednesday 8th June 2016  Because Local News Matters

Looker Reporter 
Andrew South

tells us why he wants to
“Stay In” 

the European Union

At last – something positive
about the EU!

With just a fortnight to go before the Referendum, it would have

been difficult to have predicted the level of debate at which the

campaign has been conducted. Far lower and more full of

spite, banality and Common Fisheries Policy unregulated red

herrings.

That anyone would still wish to vote to leave the EU is

anathema to those who wish to stay – and vice versa. Perhaps

the most important factor to bear in mind is that come June

24th, we will have to live with the decision and work hard to

become a United Kingdom again whatever the outcome.

Voters have been bombarded with claim and counter-claim, so

it is no wonder that the confused.com generation has found it

difficult to define fact from fiction. With many arguments and

statistics, it could be easily said that it depends on how you

look at it – and the EU issue is far more complex than any

other and far less clear to understand. The Leavers’ claim that

the UK pays £350m a week to the EU has at last been

discredited and most of their arguments are easily dismantled.

(The actual figure is closer to £166m which compares with

£2.4bn a week each on defence and health and £3.4bn on

pensions). However, I shall aim to keep the rest of this piece

mostly statistic-free where possible.

What is certain is that just about every interested party - not

only in this country or even Europe, but worldwide - is advising

us that to leave the European Union would be foolhardy at

best. Global corporations based in the UK have said they will

seriously consider relocating to other countries; the French

would understandably ensure that the UK does indeed “get its

border back” by ensuring that the Jungle residents are moved

to Kent and almost every representative group from the CBI to

the TUC is advocating we remain in what is a far-from-perfect

union of different cultures, economies and national issues.

And just last week 82 per cent of 600 British economists who

responded to an opinion poll said we must remain or face a

deceleration of economic growth.

To withdraw from free access to the largest single market of

550 million people and set up individual trade agreements -

which at best estimates will take two years to negotiate and at

worst ten years – would be counter-intuitive to say the least.

A Brexit will create a huge number of losers – workers (whose
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employment rights will be eroded or disappear),

consumers (who will have to pay more in shops),

travellers to Europe (who will have to pay more for flights

and mobile usage) and those who want to widen

horizons and life experience by living, working or

studying in other countries.

Yet all the economic, social and financial benefits we

enjoy as well as great freedoms have been swept aside

by one issue that has gained traction. We have accepted

immigrants for hundreds of years who have helped to

build the nation it is today. A million Irish was the largest

influx of immigrants this country has ever seen, and yet

an outbreak of national hysteria has broken out in the

wake of desperate people traversing Europe to escape

war, famine and drought. 

There are systems in place to deal with asylum seekers,

refugees, legal immigrants and illegal immigrants, all of

whom have been bundled together into one mass

movement of people by the tabloid press. You can’t have

any more border controls than the controls we already

have and immigration can only be dealt with by the

resources the UK has available, and withdrawing from

the EU will only make the situation worse.

Another concern of the Leave campaigners is that the

UK is ruled by unelected Brussels bureaucrats, which

has been brilliantly perpetuated by the media, and

testimony to the fact that if you repeat something often

enough, people will believe it. Having recently met a

retired European Commissioner of 30 years, the 24,000

Commission staff have more on their plate than

controlling the UK – especially when they have 27 other

countries to service as well as feeling that they could

hardly compete with the 380,000 army of “unelected

bureaucrats” in Whitehall which our own government

deems necessary to keep the country running. There are

more “faceless” civil servants in the Foreign Office than

there are in the whole of the much maligned

Commission.

We do, in fact have our own Parliament consisting of 650

elected representatives (although the credibility of our

system of representation is questionable and a debate

for another day), but we also have our own sovereign –

no more sovereignty please! 

Our Parliament decides and makes laws which affect us

up to a national level, including defence, health, educa-

tion, transport, taxation, welfare and housing policy

among others on which the Government is spending

£772bn over the current financial year. The actual figure

which the UK pays to the EU after rebates, subsidies

and discounts are applied is around £8.8bn and not the

£20bn which some quote. 

And this excludes EU funding for the huge number of

research and scientific projects, charitable causes

(Romney Resource Centre for instance), infrastructure

schemes, and regional aid which have benefitted from

contributions of many billions over the years. A recent

contribution of 40m euros (£30m) towards development

of the Western Docks in Dover would be another exam-

ple which you have to look hard to find out about – the

EU’s PR machine is not what it should be, but of course

it will largely be ignored by our right-wing tabloid press.

In reality the only laws or regulations which affect us are

those which sensibly have resonance across the

continent – workers’ rights, protection for consumers,

health and safety, freedom to  work, live, study or travel

abroad, freedom to trade across borders and the best

environmental and conservation laws in the world. 

I am not going to pretend that the European Union is

perfect – far from it. Unfortunately, the perfect

governmental structure does not yet exist, although the

populations of countries such as China, North Korea and

others will be told it does. The EU has a long way to

go – it is an evolving project and one which needs the

UK’s input to guide it. Surely far better to be in than let a

Franco-German axis rule our continent? 

I leave you with a quote from Russell T Davies, the man

behind the ever-popular Dr. Who, Sherlock, and last

week’s BBC production of Midsummer Night’s Dream:

“The EU Referendum should be the easiest vote in the

world. I’ll vote in, of course. Mainly because everyone

who’s campaigning to get us out is a f*****g idiot! You

look at them – there’s Gove, Boris and IDS. My mind is

made up! Simplest vote in the world! I mean, don’t

bother me with statistics – it’s easy.” Couldn’t have said it

better myself… 

(I wish to acknowledge the help of the Office of National

Statistics, Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, Institute

of Fiscal Studies, Institute of Government, the BBC and

others in the production of this article).
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Five minutes to midnight- 
Time for a change

When our reporter and strong ‘IN’ campaigner Andrew

South suggested that we write this ‘In Out’ article I was

going to write about all the negatives of staying in the EU

but instead I thought why I believe Britain as a country is

better controlling our own destiny.

Consider for a moment a small country which ventured out

from a place distant from the rest of the world, but which

proceeded to create the most powerful economic and

military empire the world had ever seen.

It gave the world a common language, a common

currency, the rule of law, the freedom of citizenship, tariff

free trade and peace, but after that amazing achievement

in the space of just two or three generations it was all over.

I speak, of course, of Rome but it sounds familiar doesn’t

it!

But Rome’s majestic achievement declined and collapsed

alarmingly quickly, I do not want that to happen to my

country. With all major decisions being dictated by a

central government which tries to look after the majority of

it’s members at the cost of others hard work.

It might sound selfish, but Great Britain is the 5th largest

economy in the world (even despite the last 20 years,

propping up the rest of Europe!).

Britain and its people have for a long-time believed in

inclusive wealth creation; we have a skilful and dynamic

workforce and letting them enjoy the rewards of ability and

sheer hard work, instead of allowing yet another

generation to be consigned to valueless obscurity by a

society and a system that simply does not care.

We are the sixth biggest manufacturing country on earth.

As you read this there is an airbus flying from Chicago to

San Francisco another from Chile to Cape Town.

Approximately half of those planes where built here in

Britain. The wings where made in Broughton in North

Wales, the undercarriage was made in Gloucester, many

of the avionics are made in small businesses in the North

and the Midlands. Under the wings are the best engines

you will find anywhere in the world, made by Rolls Royce

in Derby. Yes the Germans, Spanish and French all make

a sizeable contribution but the bits that are important, the

bits that keep the plane in the air and bring it safely back

down again, are all made in the UK.

Our country under EU red tape and regulation is stifling

our own growth, it is in a free fall decline being dictated by

Our Editor 
David Wimble

Explains why he thinks
we should “LEAVE” 

the EU
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a committee that yes we are a member of (1 out of 27

votes), but the majority of members are in a much worse

economic state than we are so obviously they are

‘forcing the issue’ for us to prop up their failing economy.

Economy’s that have failed through miss management

and bad governance. Are these really the people we

want to be partnered with?

Another example is this… The most productive car plant

in the whole of Europe and the second most in the world

is not BMW or Mercedes... it is Nissan’s plant in

Sunderland where Toyota build their Hybrid cars, not

France, Spain or Germany… but here in the UK.

The same place that 70% of the formula one teams are

based, an industry that directly and indirectly employees

over 800,000 people. Even Niko Rosbergs Mercedes is

built here in Northampton!

The UK is the globally preferred place for food

manufacturing and export. We have the second biggest

pharmaceutical company in the world, GlaxoSmithKline

based in West London.

Our creative industry generate thousands of millions of

pounds in cutting edge web design, textile design,

books, film and art, theatre, architecture, advertising. 

British companies run some of the biggest engineering

projects in the world. Go to the Middle East and all the

large construction projects are being managed by

Costaines or Balfour Beatty and it was a British architect

that designed the spectacular suspension bridge across

the Tarn River Gorge in France.

Since being in the EU we have stopped celebrating what

we are good at. We merely look inwards and criticise all

the time.  We have ceased to believe that we do can

achieve all of the things mentioned above. Most sadly

some of us have ceased to believe in ourselves.

By leaving the EU we will have a chance to regain self

pride, yes it may be hard in the first couple of years. But

do you honestly think that Europe will stop wanting to

trade with us? Of course not, we are their best

customers!

I think we have been brainwashed into thinking that we

need the EU. Its actually the other way round. I don’t

want to fall out with our neighbours I just want to be in

control of our own destiny. And lets face it, now we live in

a global economy I actually want to trade with the whole

world and not be restricted (as we currently are) with EU

export regulations.

Put in simple terms it is almost like a survival of the

fittest, all the time that our money and taxes are paying

to prop up almost third world economies like Greece,

who are in the situation they are in because of corrupt

leadership since the Second World War. Lets make the

UK strong and independent again, nothing is stopping us

from trading with Europe or anywhere else for that

matter.

People bring immigration into the equation and rightly so.

I have nothing against skilled people coming to the UK to

work, pay taxes and add to our vibrant culture. What I do

have a problem with is people coming to the UK to

exploit our welfare system who don’t want to work and

can’t even speak our language. If we do vote out I

would like to see a points system in place where you

have to have a trade or skill and the ability to speak our

language and emigrate here on a licence for 3 years.

I would introduce ID cards, (which if you have nothing to

hide should not be anything to worry about) it is not

about introducing a police state, but being accountable.

If you do not have legitimate paperwork to be in our

country then you have to leave.

There has been much talk about how much money we

pay into the EU, with different amounts being published.

All I know is charity should begin at home, lets get

ourselves sorted first, build up our own infrastructure,

and at the same time we should look at re-building our

NHS still one of the best in the world!

Lets take control of our fishing waters agin, it is ludicrous

that our fisherman can get fined thousands of pounds for

catching our own fish and throwing good fish (dead)

back into the sea because they risk going to prison if

they land it, and yet Spanish and Portuguese fisherman

come into our waters and ignore quotas, as their country

is totally relaxed about enforcing the law. And our

farmers being paid ‘not to farm’ What’s that all about? In

order for any business to survive you must have

competition. And I think we need to get back to the days

of believing in winning and not just taking part. So to

round up I think, there has never been a better time to

start rebuilding our country and putting the Great back

into Great Britan.     
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Dear Looker

Many years ago I was guilty of voting to go into the EU,

something I regretted after a few short months. I am one

of those people now being criticised by young people as

being too old to vote for their future. My answer to them

is that I lived and worked in this country before the EU

and who, other than their parents, cares more for the

young people than their experienced grandparents?

There are so many reasons I would vote to leave, David

Cameron was heard to comment last week on BBC

Breakfast that since going into politics he had always

wanted to be in Europe although it would require some

changes. I don’t believe he achieved much in the way of

changes and the few he has are temporary and likely to

be rescinded if we vote to stay.

How could The Remain Campaign spend public money

on their literature without giving the Leave Campaign the

same facility? More corruption!  I see Obama campaign-

ing for the Remains when everyone knows all he wants

is Britain as his personal puppet in Europe! 

Likewise other friends and enemies of David Cameron

all putting their own interests first, from bankers to com-

pany directors, from speculators to accumulators! Then,

centre stage, comes Tony Blair. Excuse me, but is he re-

ally a man whose word can be trusted?

I heard an economist pointing out how many times his

colleagues had produced inaccurate figures to the pub-

lic. Come on, with a basic knowledge of maths anyone

can rearrange figures to read in support of the story they

are promoting. Then the ones who battled for the Euro

gave us many of the scaremongering stories they are

now repeating.

We see the corruption on every corner. We are having

the devil of a job to clean up the questionable activities

of our own Government, do we really want to take on the

impossible job of cleaning up the whole of Europe?

What do these people take us for? A nation of idiots!

British People don’t scare easily and if we stand together

we can do most things better than the rest of the world. A

‘UNITED KINGDOM’ full of people with the courage to

make a change that may cost us a little but will inevitably

regain us our freedom! Vote Leave!!!!!

P. H.

Romney Marsh

Stamp of approval
The Romney Marsh Philatelic & Postcard Society has

recently enjoyed a visit by Chris Dadswell from Hastings,

with his display of lighthouses on stamps and covers

(envelopes), an auction at Rye and a visit by Ashford

Philatelic Society, who gave them displays of Wye on

postcards, postage due stamps, postal history and Hong

Kong.

At their AGM, the programme for the 2016-17 year was

approved. They will visit and have visits by the Cinque

Ports Philatelic Society and the Hastings & East Sussex

Philatelic Society. There will also be displays on the RAF

Escaping Society, Albert Schweitzer, and the Balloon. If

anyone would like to see these, and other displays,

please contact Albert Terry for details on 01797 320804.
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The Kent Invicta Chamber

of Commerce takes its

place at the heart of the

county’s business

community and continues

to grow now with 13,050

members. It provides a

wide range of services and

events for large, small and

medium sized businesses.

The Looker met with Linda

Marsh, Director of

Membership Services to

discuss the Chamber’s

work and its importance for Kent businesses as a whole.

With a background in education, she has a Master’s

Degree in Business Management so is well qualified to

represent the organisation.

“I have a good working relationship with our Chief

Executive, Jo James and we have developed a presence

in all the major towns across Kent,” she says. “We meet

once a month, while Jo sits on lots of boards and

committees. We do aim to keep a balance across the

whole of Kent and its challenges.”

Among those challenges are the development around

the Medway Towns and Maidstone, but she is well aware

of the problems surrounding the M20’s Operation Stack

and its impact on our own area last summer.

“We hold regular quarterly surveys to ensure we are

up-do-date with the concerns of our member.

The membership continues to grow, and recently we

have been looking at the way we put events for

members.”

The Chamber organises more than 150 events every

year, where members have the chance to build

relationships with like-minded businesses to network,

share experiences and seek business collaboration. The

extensive programme includes. Chamber events

including business breakfasts, networking lunches,

evening networking and other social events, seminars,

exhibitions, business training sessions and the

Chambers’ Business Awards.

“The networking breakfasts are popular as we hold them

over a couple of hours at the beginning of the working

day. We also have cyber-crime events which is

increasingly becoming an issue. The nearest events to

the Marsh take place in Hythe, Folkestone and Ashford.”

In addition to their own events, it also offers an event

management service which provides assistance on

running business events, finding additional time and staff

to run events and how to improve a company brand.

Accredited to the British Chambers of Commerce, one

initiative they are keen to promote is the series of

‘Your Future’ events. These take place in schools and for

young people aged 14-24 to inspire, enthuse and

motivate them to think about prospective careers, the

employment options open to them and to make the most

of their time in education. Information on these events is

available at www.yourfuturecareersfair.co.uk/events.

The events are part of a government funded national

project to deliver a series of 250 events attracting 70,000

young people across England.

“We have to be a strong nation and able to build on our

economy and unite to keep business, but we also have

to meet the needs of people of all ages, especially for

young people. Parents are continually having to help

youngsters out,” she adds on the topic of these events.

“We should recognise that we need to have the

infrastructure as well knowing what are providing for?”

The Chamber is keen to continue building relationships

with organisations such as the Romney Marsh

Partnership, which will play an increasingly important

role over the next few years.

“But another area we are keen to develop is the farming

fraternity, which is so relevant for the rural Marsh. And

people need to keep us informed – it should be two-way

communications. For us as a county-wide Chamber, we

need businesses to keep in contact and we are in the

perfect place to assist with business growth.

“There is a skills gap at present and we need to see

what the opportunities are. That can be addressed by

the curriculum, as teachers are challenged to get people

for the workplace. I don’t know where we have gone, but

we need more opportunities for work experience.

Businesses should open their doors and they can

certainly learn from young people,” concludes Linda.

There are many other services which the Chamber

offers, including advertising and promotion, business

support and mentoring, legal services, free resources to

download, access to international trade, help with the

energy solutions and even AA roadside assistance – the

list seems to go on and on.

With such a range of services, Kent’s Invicta Chamber of

Commerce is clearly an important resource for advice

and service for Kent businesses of any size and is

looking to help with organisation. For further information,

have a look at www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk.

Lowdown on
Kent

Chamber of
Commerce

from ‘La
Marsh’
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The controversial

closure of New

Romney Cemetery

as reported in the

April 13th issue of

The Looker now

appears to have

been resolved

thanks to the work

of local social enterprise business Growth Rings.

The company based at the Sycamore Farm Industrial

Estate in Old Romney has provided the framework for

the lych-gate itself and is due to replace the gates to

ensure safe access to the picturesque cemetery.

The only entrance to the site had been closed because

of safety fears about the gate. Shepway District Council

said at the time that “the closure has been put down to

general wear and tear of the gate and the arches have

been deemed unstable and dangerous.” The problem

now appears to have been rectified to the satisfaction of

all concerned – including the friends and families of

those buried at the cemetery.

However, the story of Growth Rings stretches far beyond

the boundary of the Marsh – and even the northern

hemisphere. The business originated in New Zealand in

1947, but fourth generation sawmiller Mike Managh

came to the UK in 2002 with his English partner whom

he had previously met at the London College of

Furniture. He established himself initially in Folkestone

despite experiencing some scepticism about the

sensibility of being a sawmiller in the town. He enjoyed

working with oak, however and persevered – his first

customer prophetically coming from Romney Marsh.

He moved to the Sycamore Farm site around ten years

ago. “The workshop was fit for purpose with good access

for timber deliveries and good road connections”, Mike

told The Looker.

Also with some sense of fortuity, Mike happened across

an enthusiastic social enterprise entrepreneur in the

shape of Carl Adams on a night out in a pub. “We

became friends over the course of about five years, but

the partnership was forged in the unlikely surroundings

of

Queen’s Park Rangers’ Loftus Road football stadium!”

says Mike.

Carl had gained a wealth of experience in socially and

environmentally responsible projects in south east

England and Europe, and was able to bring a new

perspective to the Growth Rings business, which had

traded as a public limited company from 2004. But at the

end of February 2014, the business converted to

Community Interest Company (CIC).

“I had been involved in a couple of projects in Kent – a

food waste reduction scheme in Ramsgate which aimed

to stop waste food going to landfill and a gardening

service in north Kent,” explains Carl. “We ran the food

waste project from a café. There was a constant staff

turnover but it gave us the  opportunity to train young

people in customer service. We worked with the

Department of Work & Pensions (DWP) to give people

opportunities when they were ready – these were mainly

ex-offenders who had suffered or were suffering from

alcohol or substance misuse.”

Carl had then linked up with an ex-offender scheme in

Sweden called Basta, which in turn had originated in

Italy (‘basta’ being the Italian for ‘enough’). Basta had

been established near Stockholm in 1994 to help those

who wouldn’t normally have access to

the labour market – essentially ex-

offenders and/or those with drug or

alcohol problems.

“The scheme in Sweden has been so

successful that re-offending rates have

been reduced by an

astonishing 80 per cent, and even

more significant at a quarter of the cost

to the Government,” says Carl. “They

are working 40 hours a week in a

beautiful environment near a lake. The

Italian model had been culturally

different with barbed wire and greater

security, but the Swedish project had

been established by a woman who had

been on death row in the United States

Local Company
in the running
for Parliament

work



for 30 years, so she fully understood the particular

difficulties faced by ex-offenders.”

One of the key elements of the project was the 

introduction of animals to the working environment.

“When they set up Basta, they made sure that animals

were part of the scheme. They had kennels and stables

to provide a different focus and break the cycle of crime

and addiction. It was like a nursery and the confidence of

the participants went through the roof!”

The ex-offenders were recognised for their work. Starting

off with simple bird nestboxes which weren’t selling very

well, they were then trained in cabinet making for 

expensive houses in Sweden. The scheme provided the

participants with a greater equilibrium and were able to

offer services to local authorities such as gardening.

“The economic benefit was clear – it cost 500 Krona a

day to keep someone in prison, but only 100 Krona for

the convicted criminals to sell their services to the justice

system,” says Carl. “25 years down the line, the concept

is now embedded in their culture.”

This is a salutary insight in the light of the recent

Queen’s Speech and the appointment of the report by

the Justice Committee which revealed that our own

justice system is at breaking point, with violence, drugs,

reoffending and understaffing among the major

challenges facing our correctional institutions. 

Carl took Mike to see the project at first hand and he was

immediately hooked, realising that social enterprise

projects like this were the way forward.

“That ‘social enterprise’ is ‘not for profit’ is something of a

myth, as that suggests that you are not working to make

a profit,” they explain. “The more accurate phrase should

be ‘not only for profit’ – as these schemes do not have

the benefit of much public money, we have to make

some profit in order to create a better impact for less

money – we want to make money so that we can 

re-invest it in the social enterprise.”

Growth Rings is committed to offering a genuine living

wage (as opposed to the statutory minimum wage) of

£8.25. The company specialises in all forms of joinery,

from staircases, wood panelling and furniture to doors

and floors. 

“With the recent appointment of the new Police & Crime

Commissioner in Kent, we can tick all the elements of his

‘Six Point Plan’ except obviously we can have no

influence over his desire to effect ‘visible, effective and

dedicated policing’,” Carl points out. [See details of the

plan in this issue from an interview with the new PCC,

Matthew Scott].

The company has an extensive range of ambitious plans

to take it into the future, in particular the development of

new partnerships. It has teamed up with Turning Point

(another social enterprise which specialises in mental

health, learning disability, substance misuse, the criminal

justice system and employment) in Medway where a

couple of their clients presented to their 45 staff including

directors and peer mentors and where they had been

previously reliant on methadone.

They are also due to undertake the restoration of a

Napoleonic Fort – Fort Luton in Chatham – which is

privately owned but has been neglected. It is a

scheduled monument and they are hoping for support

from the Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic England to

restore the building as close to its original plan as

possible.

With the impending refurbishment of our own Houses of

Parliament, Growth Rings has been designated as an

approved social enterprise supplier and may well have

the opportunity to provide wood panelling or other

woodwork for the revitalised Westminster Palace. And at

East Kent College, they are taking 14 students with the

support of Heritage Lottery Funding, Kent County

Council and Shepway District Council, to train them to

provide joinery within a new £1.3m extension to the

college.

There are no doubt some interesting challenges involved

in a project with this level of ambition. But there is a

fantastic amount of commitment and determination from

its management to support members of society who

would otherwise be left to fall by the wayside.

As Mike Managh dropped your correspondent back at

The Looker’s home in New Romney High Street, he

revealed the importance of sustainability as an integral

element of the social enterprise business. “Wherever the

timber we use comes from, we ensure that it is fully

endorsed as from sustainable sources either by the

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification

(PEFC) or the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).”

It seems that ‘enterprise’ is the key to Growth Rings’

business in all facets of its work, so the next time you

pass through the new gates of the New Romney

Cemetery, spare a thought for the greater good being

achieved in the fight against re-offending and the

desperation of the misery caused by drug and alcohol

abuse for positive outcomes.
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As the nation marked the

centenary of the Battle of

Jutland on May 31st and

June 1st, 1916 New

Romney paid its own

respects to more than

8,600 men who lost their lives on that day at a

Remembrance Service at the Memorial.

Although historians differ about the outcome of the naval

engagement, it was regarded as a strategic victory for

the British Grand Fleet over the German High Seas Fleet

– despite suffering more losses of ships and men than

the Kaiser’s Navy. The British lost 6,097 servicemen and

14 ships to the Germans’ 2,551 servicemen and 11

ships.

At the New Romney commemoration, the individual story

of just one teenager, John Travers Cornwell who became

known as ‘Jutland Jack’ was the focus of

commemoration. Just a few months after joining HMS

Chester as part of Admiral Beatty’s 1st Battle Cruiser

Squadron, he found himself in action at Jutland, where

he was mortally wounded, dying two days later in

Grimsby Hospital at the age of 16 and a half. He was

posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross and national

outrage was expressed after he was buried in a pauper’s

grave. His body was exhumed and reburied at a grand

funeral in Manor Park Cemetery. 

The Battle of Jutland was the only major sea battle of

World War One, but was one that Britain, with its long

naval tradition, was widely expected to win.

Germany's fleet, under the command of Vice-Admiral

Reinhard Scheer, was aware of the Royal Navy Grand

Fleet's superiority in terms of numbers, and wanted to

lure Britain's battle cruisers into a trap.

The German admiral's strategy was to draw portions of

the British fleet into battle with a strike at Allied shipping

off the Norwegian coast.

However, British admiralty intelligence intercepted a

German radio message saying the High Seas Fleet was

preparing to leave port and the commander of the British

fleet, Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, sailed from Scapa Flow

in Orkney to intercept it.

There were a series of clashes throughout 31 May,

including the loss of HMS Indefatigable which was hit by

German shellfire and exploded in a ball of flame. From a

crew of 1,019 men, only two survived. HMS. Queen

Mary was also sunk, with the loss of 1,266 crew. 

The main battle began at about 18:30 on 31 May when

Vice-Admiral Scheer realised he was up against the

entire British Grand Fleet. At the end of the engagement,

the British had lost more in terms of ships and men, but it

later emerged the Germans had concealed the scuttling

of two of their ships, and it soon became seen as a

strategic victory for the Royal Navy.

After the wreath-laying at the New Romney memorial,

there was a suitably appropriate reading of My Boy Jack

by Rudyard Kipling.

Jutland
Remembered

Dignatories and representatives from the Royal

British Legion pay their respects at the

towns twin memorials
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End of an era for two
local businesses

Last week saw the demolition of one more of Shepway’s

public houses. The Ship at Lade had been a regular port

of call for many locals over the years, but when the

landlord called time a few years ago, the fate of the

building was in the hands of developers.

With housing being the probable option, locals had this

confirmed last week when heavy plant moved in to

demolish the building.

One resident told The Looker: “There was no real reason

to knock down the pub, it could have been a viable

business in the right hands.”

Another long established business that shut it’s doors on

Saturday was Park Stores in Lydd. This is the second

newsagents in Lydd to close in the past 4 years, this only

leaves the Mace store in Coronation Square and Spar

left in the town selling Newspapers 

Photo Kevin Pollard
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If you fancy treating

yourself to a bit of luxury

after a hard week at

work, while supporting

an award-winning

community event, then

why not come along to

the first ever New

Romney Country Fayre

pamper evening.  This

will be held at the Old

School, Church Lane,

New Romney on Friday 17th June from 6.30 pm until

10.00 pm.

The evening promises the chance to have a taster for a

number of different treatments, including holistic

therapies, reflexology, nail and hair care and waxing and

sugaring.  As well as this, there will also be a variety of

stalls selling products as diverse as handmade soaps,

jewellery, homemade sweets and chocolates, candles

and other original gift ideas.

All this is on offer for an entry price of just £2, which will

include a glass of Pimms and some savoury nibbles.  All

profits will go towards the staging of this year’s New

Romney Country Fayre.  As the Fayre costs in the region

of £11,000, fund raising events such as this are a crucial

source of income to be able to meet these costs.

Preparations for this year’s Fayre are going very well

with the full programme of arena performers now

confirmed.  All programme advertising space has also

now been sold and programmes will go on sale from 1st

July in local shops across the Marsh.  However, if you

would like to be involved, it is never too late to become a

sponsor or volunteer your services to help marshal the

parade etc.

The Country Fayre Committee members, past and

present have recently become the proud recipients of

two awards in recognition of the service they have

provided to the town in staging this community event

over the past 22 years.  The first was a Pride of New

Romney Award, given by New Romney Town Council for

services to the town.  The second was a county-wide

Kent Association of Local Councils Community Award in

recognition of the benefits the Country Fayre brings to

the local community.

If you would like to make a donation as a sponsor

towards this year’s Fayre, or would like to volunteer on

the day, then please contact 01797 363981 or email:

info@newromneycountryfayre.co.uk

Pamper
yourself 
and raise

money for the
Country Fayre
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IF you have any Marsh Memories, 

Please contact John Wimble.

Telephone: 01797 362295

or e-mail: John@thelooker.co.uk

When contacting our advertisers please mention you saw their advert in The Looker
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Looker Hut at Church Farm, New Romney c.1950s.  

Tony Smart and Chris Goldfinch pose for the camera between Church Lane and Tookey Lane.
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A crowded church of 180

mourners gathered on Tuesday

May 24th, in Snargate Church to

say goodbye to much loved and

respected landlady of the Red

Lion Public House, Doris Jemison.

The service was led by Revd

Michael Gooch, who gave a tribute

to Doris on behalf of the family.

Doris had originally come from Romford, spend much of

her childhood near

Bromley and arrived on

the Marsh in 1947

working for the Land

Army in the difficult days

after WW2. Here, she

met her future husband

Alf, and in 1950, began

her long and famous

association with the Red

Lion, which has been in

the family for over 100

years. They had four

daughters, and when Alf

died in 1986, Doris took

over as landlady, which

she has been for the

past 30 years. The pub has been run in recent years by

daughter Katie, and as is widely known for its real ale

and many awards. Last year, they had a special award,

for appearing in the real ale guide for 30years! 

The family have had their fair share of sadness, with the

death of daughter Marilyn 2 years ago from cancer, and

the death of Sylvia in a road accident last year on the

A259.  

The service also included the poem, “If tears could build

a stairway” After the service, the mourners were invited

to a magnificent buffet lunch in the pretty and spacious

garden. The pub has been closed since Doris died

suddenly, but Katie is reported to have said that it will be

opening again soon, to the delight of the many

customers. 

Kind Thanks to June Gooch for attending the service for

The Looker

Last 
Orders 

for 
Doris
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Littlestone Ladies Golf

Littlestone Warren Ladies Golf section held the Anne

Vines Trophy for the 22nd year. Anne Vines, pictured

here in the middle, began this competition as she began

her Presidency of the Club in the early nineties. She

retired last year but the competition continues with her

support.

The two ‘Nearest the Pin’ prizes went to Janice Wickens

and Barbara Down. In third place was Carol Royle 35 pts

and runner up was Gill Nunn with 37 pts. But for the sec-

ond year running the trophy was won by Janice Wickens

with 38pts.

HMQ90 PARTY

Lydd Town Council is arranging a party to celebrate the

Queen’s 90th Birthday in Coronation Square, Lydd to be

held on Sunday 12th June 2016 from 12.30 until 5pm.

The party will follow the service to be held in All Saints’

Church.

The party will include musical entertainment during the

day and activities for children which will include face

painting and craft sessions.

Residents of the Parish of Lydd may book a table in

advance by contacting:

Mrs Pauline Pogson Telephone: 01797 329390

Email: pepoggy@aol.co.uk 

Please bring your own refreshments and chairs. In case

of rain the event will take place in the Community Hall.

If you would like to volunteer to assist with putting up

bunting and putting out tables and clearing away after

the event then please contact Councillor Carole Waters

on 01797 320037 or the Mayoress, Councillor Jean

Jones on 01797 320446

To enable the party to go ahead safely the following

roads will be closed from 9am until 6pm on Sunday 12th

June.

• Cannon Street from the junction with the High 

Street to Coronation Square

• Park Street from the junction of New Lane Villas 

to Coronation Square

• Skinner Road from the junction of Queens Road 

to Coronation Square

• Coronation Square at the junction of New Street 

and South Street

Please note vehicle access is not permitted during these

times.  It would be helpful if owners of vehicles and

residents of the affected properties would be kind

enough to park their vehicles in a nearby road for the

duration of the road closure so that there is sufficient

space for the event to take place.
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Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to

ensure that the information is correct.

The LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to

publish unsolicited material being sent through to the

publication. Personal views expressed in this

publication are solely those of the respective

contributors and do not reflect those of the  publishers

or its agents. The Looker is not responsible for

services provided by the advertisers. All material

supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk.

Reproduction in whole or in part of this publication is

strictly prohibited without prior consent.

Photographic rights remain the property of The

LOOKER newspaper and Marsh Media Limited.

Contact THE LOOKER Office : 

* the area’s most read newspaper from Dungeness to Sandgate

10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade
New Romney, Kent, TN28 8LZ

Tel:01797- 364837    
Mobile: 07900080656

Email:info@thelooker.co.uk

Got a news story? call Senior News
Reporter Andrew South

Mob:07867 575200

Email:info@thelooker.co.uk

To Advertise call 01797-364837

or email Annabel@thelooker.co.uk
New Romney & Littlestone
Sainsbury’s, Bowls Club, Broadacre Hotel, Cinque Ports Arms,

Smugglers Ale House, Speckled Hen, New Romney Day Centre, Spar,

Back To School, Fish & Peri, Coach House Coffee Shop, Shaw Rabson,

Colour Craft, Cherubs, The Ship, The Warren, The Plough, Marsh

Academy, Marsh Insurance, Romney Tyre Service, Romney Marsh

Brewery, Captain Howey, Curl Up and Dye, Rod & Line Fish & Chips,

Littlestone Warren Golf Club, Sotirios,

Lydd, Dungeness
Post Office, Lade Stores, The Pilot, Dungeness Fish, Dungeness RNLI,

Park Street Newsagents, Usher Motors, Londis, Spar, Lydd Vets, Lydd

Butchers, Lydd Airport, Lydd Golf Club, 

Marsh Villages
Rose and Crown (Old Romney) Derek Linch, Growth Rings, Brenzett

Garage, Royal Oak, (Brookland) Woolpack (Brookland), The Bell

(Ivychurch) The Star (St Mary’s In The Marsh), St Marys Bay News

Agents, St Mary’s Bay Village Hall, The Bailiff Sergeant, The Levin Club,

Colin Wood Engineering, San’s Café, Shepherd and Crook (Burmarsh),

Lathe Barn.

Dymchurch
Tesco, The Ocean, Lazy Cow Printing, Smugglers Chest, Post Office,

News Agents, The Village Café, Royal British Legion, City of London,

The Ship.

Hythe
Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, Railway Café, Sainsbury’s,

Bank Street News, Ideas News Agents, Stade Street News, Stade

Court, Hythe Bay Fish Restaurant, Hythe Swimming Pool, Waitrose,

Hythe Imperial Hotel, The Kings Head, The Globe, The Swan, The Bell,

The White Hart, The Butt Of Sherry, The Hope Inn, The Red Lion,

Sandgate,
Sandgate News Agents, The Ship, The Providence, The Sandgate

Society, Sandgate library, Sandgate Rowing Club, Saga.

The Looker is also available online 48 hours before the print issue.
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CRICKET

Mersham Le Hatch v Dymchurch
Dymchurch won by five wickets
The home side batted first in this Village Cricket

League Division Two game and made 139-9 after

their 40 overs.  Matthew Dance took 4-21 and

Sam Lancaster and Elliot Symonds both took two

wickets.

Dymchurch reached the required total in the 28th

over.  Openers Bradley Harper and Elliott

Symonds top scored with 58 and 26 respectively.

Matthew Ford was 23 not out when the winning

run was scored.

Elham Valley v Lydd
Elham Valley won by 41 runs
Elham Valley batted first and scored 199-6 after

40 overs in this friendly match.  C. Matthews took

2-14 for Lydd off five overs.

Lydd could only manage 158-4 when they batted

and lost by 41 runs.  Stephen Fletcher top scored

with 48 and A. Keeling and Adam Lindsey both

chipped in with 30s.

Brookland v Frindsbury
Frindsbury won by seven wickets
The Marsh side batted first and were all out in the

32nd over for 113.  Only Antony Stanley with 36

and Fran Bryley with 27 made any significant

contribution to the total.

Frindley scored quickly and the winning run came

in the 17th over for the loss of three wickets.  Joe

Bryley took 2-44.

New Romney & Littlestone v Davington Priory
Davington Priory won by eight wickets.

New Romney could only muster nine players in

this friendly match and were all out for 58.  Only

Zahid Ahmad and Scott Haiselden reached dou-

ble figures.

The visitors knocked off the runs after only 12

overs for the loss of two wickets.
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Lydd v Bodiam
Bodiam won by seven wickets
Stephen Fletcher with 50 and Adam Lindsey with

20 were Lydd’s main scorers in this friendly game

as they reached 131-7 after 40 overs.

C. Matthews took 2-13 as the visitors made 134-3

after 28 overs.

Bredgar v Brookland
Bredgar won by 174 runs
The home side batted first and made 236-5 in this

Village Cricket League Division Three game.

Brookland were hampered as they only had nine

men and could only reach 62-8 after 13 overs.

Only two batsmen reached double figures with

Fran Bryley making 30 and Joe Bryley 14.



Final call for
entries to enter 
St Rumwold’s 

Raft Race
The St Rumwold’s Raft Race – which

takes place every other year on the

Royal Military Canal in Bonnington –

has issued its

final call for

entries ahead

of the year’s

race.

The event

sees people –

often in fancy

dress - racing

on their own home-built rafts. It takes

place on Sunday 19 June this year

(Father’s Day) and would-be

competitors have until 15th June to

enter to be featured in the programme.

If numbers permit we may be able to

enter rafts on the day.

The Raft Race raises money for St

Rumwold’s church and the Fireman’s

Benevolent Society. It has been running for almost twenty years and

attracts a huge crowd.

Sally Newall commented: ‘This year’s St Rumwold’s Raft Race is on

Father’s Day which makes it a perfect family day out. Even if you are not

entering as a competitor, it is a great spectacle and in aid of some

important local causes. Two years ago we managed to raise over £3,800

and we hope to exceed that this year.”

For more information on the Race or to request an entry form, you can

email: Tina Metcalfe at raftrace.bonnington@yahoo.co.uk 
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