Otterpool master plan now online

The proposed draft plan for Folkestone & Hythe’s new
Otterpool ‘Garden New Town’ Development have now
been published on the councils website. The controversial
development has already come under ﬁre from
environmental groups and was forced to increase the
‘Green Space’ and reduce the number of properties from
over 12,000 to 10,000 homes, which will be started in the
ﬁrst phase of the development on the land that was
formally home to Folkestone Racecourse at Westenhanger.

out the public consultations that took place. There's no plan to
reduce this amount."

Aﬀordable housing is expected to make up 22% of the homes.

However, local residents who have been ﬁghting the plans have
reported that ‘although the plans all look very nice, the rest of the
district is not being given any attention. With the new development
being described as a ‘super ghetto’ with housing crammed in to
small communities with communities.’

A spokesman for the development conﬁrmed it was validated by
council oﬃcers on Monday night. The project is still in very early
days with basic layouts and artist impressions as to how the
proposed town could look. It should be pointed out that the
information released last week are not ﬁnished plans, but to give
oﬃcers a chance to see what kind of feel the development will oﬀer.

The application has raised many eyebrows as it is a ‘greenﬁeld’
development, proposed by site landowners Folkestone & Hythe
District Council and Cozumel Estates and will be delivered in phases
over the next 30 years. If approved, 10,000 homes in total will be
built between Westenhanger, Lympne and Sellindge, with oﬃces,
shops, medical facilities and schools.

Original plans for 12,000 homes were reduced by 2,000 in the
master plan, with a council report saying that half of them would
have to be ﬂats if that many were built.

However Cllr David Monk, leader of FHDC, said: "We’re committed
to delivering a new community that will contribute to the success
of the Folkestone and Hythe district as a whole. The site is a
credible and sustainable solution to local housing needs and will
provide high-quality housing of all types. In line with the area’s
growing population, Otterpool Park will address demand now and
for future generations.

“Infrastructure improvements, additional jobs and community
facilities will beneﬁt Otterpool Park residents as well as the
communities around it. The master planning process has been
developed over three years, and we have consulted with hundreds
of local residents who have directly inﬂuenced our plans. We are
conﬁdent this is a viable solution to the area’s needs and that we
will deliver a community that will become a gold standard for
modern garden towns across the UK.”

With views torn between the need to build aﬀordable housing in
the district, concerns have been raised that the development must
stay true to its proposal. Johnathan Clancy posted on Facebook;
“It’s all very well saying that there will be a large percentage of
aﬀordable housing, but I would like to know what they call
aﬀordable. Martello Lakes was meant to have a large amount of
‘aﬀordable housing’ but you try and ﬁnd one under £350K! Most
developers would rather build a raft of expensive houses and the
fact that the council are actually running the development, who will
keep an eye on them?”

Phil Sterling
Garden Service
It was initially intended to promote around 40% green space
amongst the homes, but new documents suggest the ﬁgure will be
nearer to 50%.

A spokesman for Otterpool Park said: "The increase in green space
can be accounted for by reducing the number of homes in the
master plan and by extending the site boundary in order to reduce
the density of the development, which was something that came

Page 2

Wednesday 27th March 2019

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 220

Well, two weeks certainly has come round again very quickly
since the last edition. And for this Editor’s Word, I would like
to start by thanking Andrew South who, after three years of
working with The Looker team, has decided that maybe he
could not stand my sense of humour anymore! Andrew has
been a great asset to the paper and although he came from
a complete polar opposite to myself, he always delivered
great local articles, which were very well written. We wish
him well with his venture to run his own PR Media company.

This brings me to the fact that The Looker is now one person
short, so we invite any our lovely readers to maybe think
about joining our dedicated team. The original plan for the
paper when I started it nearly nine years ago was for each
town or village to have their own reporter and this would still
be nice to achieve. So if you have a few hours a week to spare
and would like to send copy into us, then we would welcome
your contribution.

With April just around the corner, we will be making a few
changes to the paper. Many people have asked why we

stopped posting on our website. To be honest, it was mainly
out of frustration, seeing other publications taking our copy
and using it to ﬁll their papers and magazines. However the
good news is the website is undergoing a revamp and should
be back online by early April.
With most people being utterly fed up with politics, we cover
in this edition one of the country’s youngest political
candidates Edward Goddard, who is standing for Dymchurch
in the forthcoming election. When he left School he
undertook a yearlong apprenticeship with The Looker and we
hope that his interest in local issues started with us. Over the
next few editions, we will countdown to our local elections
and remind you how important it is to vote for the person
who really can make a big diﬀerence to where you live.

With lots of local news in this edition, we hope you enjoy
your read and we ask you if there is anything else you would
like to see in future editions? Let us know by contacting
David@thelooker.co.uk

Happy reading, David, John, June and Andy

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
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MPs raise concerns over No-Deal Brexit and the
eﬀect on the Community

Local MPs Damian Collins and Damian
Green from Ashford had a busy
morning a few days ago trying to
achieve the impossible … a simple
answer to Operation Stack.
With the recent bad weather from storm
Gareth hitting the port of Dover and long
traﬃc delays, operation stack was
introduced for the ﬁrst time in many months
as lorry drivers queued to
cross the channel.

Concerns have been
raised that this could be
the start of a summer of
disruption, similar to
what
the
district
witnessed in the summer
of 2015.

Lorries departing from
parts of Kent – and
staying in the UK – may
need permits to avoid
being caught up in
border queues in the event of a no-deal
Brexit, Kent County Council has warned.

The council has published its latest Brexit
preparedness document, which outlines
concerns and mitigations for Kent and its
public authorities, many of which face
unique challenges owing to the border's
proximity.

Included are plans to ensure that East Kent
hauliers – those departing from Dover,
Folkestone and Thanet – would not be
caught up in any queues caused by border
disruption should the "worst-case scenario"
occur.

The council has stressed they are
contingency plans, and the government's
stated intention is still to reach a deal.

"Local permit arrangements are being
explored so that local hauliers would not be
required to join freight queues to exit the
UK when moving around the county," the

document says.

A spokesman for the council
said: "It's just to help them as
much as we can to avoid
being held up in any Brexitrelated traﬃc jams".

For lorries moving through
Kent and bound for the
border the document says:
"There
will
be
checkpoints, and HGV
drivers will be issued
with a ticket to allow
them to proceed to the
next check-point. If a
driver does not possess a
ticket, they will be turned
around."

The spokesman added
that the checkpoints will
work in a similar way to
the currently used Dover
Damian Collins
TAP (Traﬃc Assessment
Project), which controls
traﬃc ﬂow to the Port of Dover.

The worry is that should French Customs
introduce stringent customs checks at its
ports, then miles of lorries being stacked up
along the M20 could result and grid locking
the county.

The eﬀect on the local economy in tourism
alone ran into millions last time operation
stack was in operation for long periods of
time during the peak tourist season.

A new contra ﬂow on the M20 could be
introduced within days to keep traﬃc
moving as part of measures to minimise the
impact of Operation Stack and help restore
normality to the lives of the people in Kent
who have been blighted by long delays, due
to the motorway closures and diversions.

The Government have come under ﬁre for
its lack of planning for a No-Deal Brexit,
and famously awarded a multi-million

pound grant to a ferry operator that did not
even own a ferry! And also the trial of 800
lorries at Manston, which one social media
post pointed out that 800 lorries represents
about one hour of channel traﬃc.

Residents of North Kent have also been
surprised that one of the schemes included
using the whole of the M26 for a 10-mile
long lorry park with normal traﬃc being
diverted via the M20.

Ashford MP Damian Green said : “ I see no
reason why a contraﬂow would not work –
we have them all over the country all the
time and it could be installed within a
matter of days.” He added: “That would be
a very signiﬁcant step forward. It has been
considered before but the diﬀerence here
is that this is such a state of emergency,
that organisations which have been slow in
the past have been encouraged to be rather
faster moving.”

Damian Collins, MP for Folkestone & Hythe
said; “Operation Stack returned to Kent’s
roads last week in response to delays in
freight crossing the Channel, caused by
Storm Gareth. It was a reminder both of the
need for a permanent solution to the
problems created when lorries are unable
to leave the country, and also that this can
occur by natural events, not just strike
action or the slow processing of vehicles at
the ports by the French authorities.”

Damian Collins is still backing a large lorry
park with the ability to hold thousands of
lorries, something that many locals are
vigorously ﬁghting.

• Drafty Windows / Hinges • Locksmiths
• UPVC Doors Dropped & Catching • UPVC Door Locks
• Window Handles & Gaskets • Loose Handles
• Leaking Conservatory Roof • New Keys & Cylinder
• AFFORDABLE PRICES • NO CALL OUT CHARGES
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Roll Up, Roll Up, the Circus is coming to town

New Romney Town Council have been
praised for agreeing for a circus to
pitch its big tent in the centre of the
town at the end of the month when
the John Lawson family circus rolls
into town on New Romney’s
St. Martin’s Field.

The decision has been praised by many
locals who have commented that it was
about time that the ﬁeld was used for more
family entertainment.
This will be the ﬁrst time in nearly 40 years
that a circus has appeared on the towns
ﬁeld, with many people very happy to
welcome the councils decision to move the
location from The Greens at Littlestone
which has traditionally played host to both
the circus and fun fair. However, there was
criticism that parking was always a problem
along the sea front.

The big top will be erected in the days prior
to the ﬁrst show on Monday 1st April with
an evening performance at 7pm then on
Tuesday there are two performances at 4.30
and 7.30pm followed by a ﬁnal performance
on Wednesday the 3rd at 4.30pm.

The circus is a very traditional family circus.
John Lawson’s circus was founded in 1974
by ringmaster ‘captain’ John Lawson and was

originally titled John Lawson’s Circus De
Reszke. After ﬁve years of appearing at
outdoor events all over the country to great
acclaim, Captain John bought a small secondhand ‘ﬂower show’ marquee and with one
Bedford lorry began touring the country with
possibly the smallest circus in the land.

From the ﬁrst venue at Hadlow near
Tonbridge, Kent in September 1980 when
the show was well received, it has since
grown both in size and reputation to its
current position. Sadly, Captain John passed
away in November 1985 and the show is
now run by his widow Vonni De Reszke,
daughter Daniela and son Niven. They have

endeavoured to continue the original aim of
the show – to bring traditional live
entertainment to smaller communities up
and down the country, most of which do not
normally receive entertainment.

John Lawson’s circus has recently improved
their facilities for the audience with new
toilets, luxury bucket seating and improved
Big Top heating and lighting.

Despite some residents who have raised
concerns about possible damage to
St. Martin’s Field, many people that The
Looker has spoken to said that it is a superb
use of the ﬁeld, which also is used for the
New Romney Country Fayre each July.
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Ignore parking ﬁnes at
your peril, council warns

Drivers who persistently ﬂout parking laws and then
ignored the resulting ﬁnes are risking their vehicles being
clamped and towed away.

Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

That’s the warning from
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council, after a driver came
within hours of having her
vehicle seized for nonpayment of almost 30
Penalty Charge Notices.

All makes of:

Andy Blaszkowicz, Assistant Director for Environment and
Corporate Assets at Folkestone & Hythe District Council, said there
would always be consequences for ignoring parking rules.

FITTING

It was clamped in Grace Hill,
Folkestone, last week after
the owner ignored all the ﬁnes and warning letters sent to her
address. The outstanding charges totalled £1,751 and a tow truck
was on route, when the owner ﬁnally paid up.

He said: “The message here is clear – if you don’t pay the penalty,
it won’t simply go away.

“In this case, the owner amassed an incredible 27 Penalty Charge
Notices, and did not pay or challenge any of them.

“It’s a shame that it took a warrant and the threat of the vehicle
being towed away for her to pay up, but we will not hesitate to take
enforcement action if necessary in cases like this.”

For more information on penalty charges, and how to appeal one,
see https://folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/parking/ﬁnes
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NEW Tyres

FREE
FREE

BALANCING

www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

The race for local council
seats is hotting up

With a number of prospective
councillors attending a meeting at
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
the race for seats on both the District
Council and also those at Parish and
Town level has stepped up.
With many local people feeling
disenfranchised by local politicians
representing national parties, it is believed
that a large number of independent
candidates standing on local tickets will put
themselves forward.

Some of the major parties have reportedly
struggled to recruit candidates, with some
being parachuted into vulnerable seats.

Dymchurch boasts possibly the youngest
Tory candidate in the history of the party,
22-year-old Edward Goddard from Lydd,
who’s father Clive Goddard has
represented Lydd for three terms and is
Chairman of the local conservative
association. He told The Looker: “I am very
pleased to stand for Dymchurch. I may be
standing against what some of the parish
council have been ﬁghting for, but believe I

can make a diﬀerence. Amongst the things
I am campaigning for is stopping any
development on the Recreation Ground.
However, I believe in controlled
development of aﬀordable housing and
improving the police presence within the
town plus trying to do something about the
speed limit on the A259”.

Edward Goddard

Edward has already started a social media
campaign by posting on several Facebook
websites and asking opinions on what
residents want of their candidates.

positive with Suzie Watson saying: “I think
it is good that the youth of the town want
to play a big part in its future, I hope he gets
elected.”

He has received a lot of support through
social media, however one of the posts by
Edward had a response from Cliﬀ Ball who
posted, ‘What has this village come too?
Why do we have someone who does not
even live in the village come out with all the
same old Tory rubbish, we have heard all
this before. Talk is cheap, actions speak far
louder, where has this young ‘whippersnapper’ been before. Even if he does get
elected, why would he be interested in
Dymchurch. He should be representing the
people of Lydd!”

Elsewhere across the district, parties have
already started sending political manifestos
through the doors of the electorate.

Bookmakers have suggested that the turn
out for this years local elections will be the
worst for many years, citing that people are
fed up with ‘self centred politicians, putting
their needs before those of the country.’

If you would like to make a diﬀerence to the
town or village that you live in, then it’s not
too late. Contact your council and ﬁnd out
how to stand for election on Thursday 2nd
of May.

Other comments have been far more

Littlestone Golf Club



Championship Links & The Warren
Two amazing golf courses on your doorstep
The Championship Links is listed in the Top 100 Golf Courses in England (& top 4 in Kent!)
Both courses welcome visitors 7 days of the week
Driving range, short game and putting areas, indoor teaching studio & golf simulator.
Why not consider lessons from our
2 PGA professionals - from novice to
pro and all ages welcomed.
Green Fees at the
Championship Links from £45pp & Membership from £500
Green Fees at The Warren from £15pp

& Memberships
from £39

Book online at www.littlestonegolfclub.org.uk
or call 01797 363355
Private function? Talk to us about your requirements

www.littlestonegolfclub.org.uk 



XIX@The Warren is open to non-golfers 7 days a week
Why not follow us on Facebook & Twitter @littlestonegc

Sunday Lunch - First Sunday of every month
A 3 course menu for £19.95
(booking required and under 12s free)

L G C
Championship Links Since 1888
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Lydd councillor talks
rubbish and proud to do so!
As part of the Great British Spring Clean,
Councillor Clive Goddard, who is a
Folkestone and Hythe District and Lydd
Town Councillor is organising a Litter
Pick of Lydd Town on the morning
of Saturday 30th March 2019.

Cllr. Goddard is inviting you to meet
at the rear of the Guild Hall at 10am
to collect your rubbish bags and
protective equipment which will be
provided by the District Council and
distributed by Gary who is the Area
Oﬃcer for The Marsh.
The last litter pick was attended by
24 members of the community and Lydd
Town Councillors who collected 30 bags
of litter.
Cllr Goddard said I was delighted that
so many members of the community
turned out to help with the last event,
there were 24 of us which included
children who enthusiastically joined
in. I would like to say thank you to
the members of the community for
supporting this event as well as
my fellow Councillors.

G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS
INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC
Our quality Work is Guaranteed &
Installed to British & Brett Standard
PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266
Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
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MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

Golf Club goes a fairway to improve facilities
by David Wimble

In the last edition of The Looker we
published an article about how local
tennis players had been locked out of the
courts at Littlestone Warren Golf Club.

After the article was published, we were
contacted by the Golf Club to explain the
reasoning in greater details and also to
expand about the future plans for the clubs.

The Looker reported that a petition with
more than 200 signatures was handed in to
Folkestone & Hythe District Council, stating
that the Littlestone Warren club house and
adjacent tennis courts were an ‘Asset of
Community Value’ . When The Looker went
to meet with Sarah Saunders the Sales and
Marketing Manager at Littlestone Golf Club,
she was keen to expand on the whole story
rather than just the “sensational headline”
she said, “The Littlestone Warren Golf Club
is owned by Littlestone Golf Club Ltd and
the tennis courts are available for use by the
members of both Clubs in accordance with
our articles and rules Until recently, the club
had allowed non-members to use the facility
on a pay as you play basis however, with the
threat of an ACV, the clubs’ oﬃcials took
professional advice in regard to
the tennis courts and were
thus advised to close them to
all but the golf club members in
line with the rules of the club.
Sarah went on to explain,
“Membership as a social or
house membership is available
to anyone who wants to apply.”

and their famous immaculate greens. She
said that at the height of the summer, the
club was spending over £6,000 a month on
water bills alone. Not a sustainable option
either ﬁnancially of ecologically

Working with a forward planning group
within the membership, it was decided that
to bring the club into the 21st century it was
agreed that it needed a major investment to
secure the future of both clubs. Sarah
pointed out that although the Warren Club
is a separate membership both the Warren
and the renowned Championship Links are
all part of the parent Club. And the
practicalities of running two club houses
within a few metres of each other was a
major ﬁnancial burden, that could result in
both clubs suﬀering.

They teamed up with award winning local
based architects’ Guy Holloway to come up
with a practical and exciting vision for the
new club house, which would join the two
memberships under one roof, not only
making a huge saving on the running of two
buildings but also giving both shared use of
the facilities whilst regaining their own areas
within one building.
The club has worked alongside agencies
including Natural England, The
Environment Agency and
oﬃcers of Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, to ensure that
the courses, of which the
majority of the land has been
designated as a Site of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest (sssi) not only
meets planning expectation,
but actually exceeds it.

She then went on to talk about
Part of the clubs’ proposed
the exciting plans the Golf Club
planning application includes
has for the future expansion of
the construction of a large
its facilities, explaining that
water reservoir to enable the
until four years ago the club
was losing money. But with the
Sarah Saunders greens and fairways to use the
winter and spring rain fall and
new leadership team that is in
this
feature
would
also be a major boost to
place working alongside the elected
the plentiful wildlife already on the courses.
Membership committee, the club which was
formed in 1888 is now rated in the top 100
With the course being so popular with
courses in the country and has a waiting list
societies using it for golﬁng holidays, part of
for some of the membership categories.
the proposal would include a number of
rentable ‘Dorma’ type accommodation units
Sarah explained that last year with the
sleeping up to 12 people. Sarah explained,
excellent weather, the club was able to
“The club already employs over 20 full time
operate almost to full capacity, but with the
staﬀ along with many in a part time position
fear of a hosepipe ban the club needs to look
and with the new improved clubhouse and
at alternative ways to irrigate the courses

dormy house, we would be oﬀering more
local employment.”

Many of the local residents have complained
in the past that when the club is busy,
parking outside on the road has caused
issues, with one resident (who asked us not
to publish his name) saying, “Sometimes, St.
Andrews Road is blocked with cars parked
over driveways and on grass verges and
having seen the plans, I am very much in
favour as the new facilities allows for more
on-course parking.”

The club explained that some people in the
past thought of the club as being elitist and
quite snobby, but when The Looker sat
down for a coﬀee with some of the
members, we found it to be far from it. As
Sarah explained, “Many golf clubs have been
tagged with this dated idea. However, at
Littlestone we have a vast selection of
members from working tradesmen and
women through to Lords and Ladies, but
everyone is treated the same. We want to
make the club a place where people can
enjoy a fantastic challenging game of golf
and then relax in a warm and friendly
Clubhouse.”
Within the plans, the club hopes to build a
large bar and restaurant and function suite,
which would be made available for not only
members but local residents to use as well.

The future certainly does look bright for the
club. In previous years the club has hosted
the Open Qualifying rounds when the
championship came to Royal St. Georges
and in 2020, Littlestone is hosting the R & A
2020 Junior Championship which sees
120 junior golfers from all over the world
compete on the championship links. “ It is an
enormous privilege for Littlestone to be
selected for this prestigious event and our
selection is testament on how well the club
is reviewed by golf’s governing bodies “

Sarah ﬁnished oﬀ by saying, “We are all
incredibly proud about how we have turned
the club around over the last four years, with
many people who travel to play here using
local
guest
houses
and
other
accommodation. Not only are we keen to
promote the district and support local
business, but we want to oﬀer our
membership the best facility in the
South East.”
Wednesday 27th March 2019

Page 9

SALES • SERVICING
REPAIRS • CYCLE HIRE
Open 7 days a week

Drop in and see us next to the BP Station

Tel: 01797 362155
www.romneycycles.co.uk
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Hythe gets ready for fun on
the water, as the Venetian
Fete sails into view

The popular Hythe Venetian fete is once again taking place on the historical
Royal Military canal. On the 21st August the gates will open at 4pm and
the ﬁrst ﬂoating tableau procession will start at 7pm. The procession is led
by a ceremonial barge carrying the mayors of the Confederation of Cinque
Ports in their full regalia. The second ﬂoat procession starts at 8.50 with
illuminated ﬂoats which look spectacular along with the thousands of lights
which twinkle in the trees along the route.

As in previous years there will be plenty of great entertainment on the canal banks
including a funfair, stalls selling refreshments and other merchandise. There is
plenty of time to browse before the ﬁrst ﬂoat procession and at the interval before
the second procession. As dusk falls, the Hythe sky is lit up with a spectacular
ﬁrework display which is impressive to see.
Planning of the event is well underway with 28 entries for the ﬂoats conﬁrmed,
each one with a humorous, historic or topical theme. The fete, which is organised
by the Hythe Venetian fete Society relies on the support of its main sponsors who
sponsor the prizes and the concerts. Also, we rely on the many people who design
and decorate the ﬂoats that make such a visual treat and the hundreds of
volunteers who enable the day run so eﬃciently.
The Venetian fete Society has arranged four free band concerts on the canal's
South bank centre stage starting on Saturday 17th at 7.30pm with Here Come
the Girls. On the Sunday 18th we have the Hythe Town Band playing at 2pm,
followed by Lisa Hammond at 4.30pm. In the evening at 7.30pm the Honky Tonk
Angels are performing. At 7.30pm on Monday 19thThe four Harmonies will be
performing. These concerts are very popular and best of all are free.
The fete takes many months of meticulous careful planning, the only thing we
cannot plan is the weather so once again we hope for a sunny and dry day.

For ticket information and prices, seating plan, parking arrangements etc please
visit www.hythevenetianfete.co.uk. Hope to see you there!
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Everybody is creative … they just
might not know it!
by David Wimble

Everybody is capable of producing
creative and beautiful things and
there is no such thing as an uncreative
human. Such is the premise of Teach
Me Courses, New Romney’s arts and
crafts studio with the creative
workshops it delivers.

Teach Me Courses is the brainchild of local
artists Yolanda and John Houston who know
that many people are interested in arts and
crafts and want to learn or develop new
skills in a friendly, rather than academic,
environment.

the creativity they might not even realise
they have… and have a great time doing it.
All professional quality tools, top materials, a
continuous supply of refreshments, a
splendid lunch and tea and cakes are
included on the day long workshops.

Complementing the day long workshops,
there are three two-hour long stained glass
courses on Mondays (from 12.30 –
2.30pm; 3.00 – 5.00pm; and 7.00 9.00pm). A mosaics daytime course runs on
Tuesdays from 10.00 am – 1.00pm and
there is a painting and drawing group on
Thursdays from 6.00 – 8.00pm.

Courses are held at Teach Me’s studio at
3 Cockreed Lane in New Romney and the
small groups - usually made up of four
people, but rarely more than six people
(depending on the course content) – so that
lots of one to one assistance can be provided
and equipment can be easily accessed. More
daytime and evening courses in various art
and craft forms are planned.

Teach Me’s overarching aim is to ensure
that everyone attending has a fun and
memorable time, while taking something
lovely home with them. Hopefully, they also
learn some new skills with which to start a
new art, craft or hobby. One former student
on a silver clay course now makes her own
range of silver jewellery for sale locally.

People who have never cut a piece of glass
in their lives, leave after six hours with a
complete leaded stained glass panel – not
a single person has failed to do this… ever.
Those who haven’t used a pencil or
paintbrush since their schooldays, produce
amazing ﬁnished artworks in just one day.
Teach Me diﬀers from most arts and crafts
providers in several ways. Yes, the
workshops and courses provide information,
guidance, teaching and learning, but the
fundamental aim is that participants release
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New courses are being added regularly, so
it pays to keep a check on the website at
www.teachmecourses.co.uk.
Courses coming up include:

Stained Glass Daytime 10am-12noon,
every Monday, £20
Stained Glass Midday 1-3pm, every
Monday. £20

Stained Glass Evening 7-9pm, every
Monday £20
Mosaics Daytime 10am-1pm,
every Tuesday, £20

Acrylic Painting and Drawing Evening
6-8pm, every Thursday, £20
Cake, Coﬀee and Craft sessions
12noon-2.00pm, every Friday, £20

One day Workshops upcoming include:

Chocolate Easter Egg Making
Saturday 6th April, 10am-4pm, £65

Chocolate Easter Egg Making
Sunday 7th April, 10am-4pm, £65

Silver Clay/ Silver Jewellery Making
Saturday 11 May, 10am-4pm, £85

To check out our courses and content visit
www.teachmecourses.co.uk. Payments can
be made in advance online or on the day for
daytime and evening courses.
Course participants never go hungry at
Teach Me’s studio. Not only are hot and
cold drinks, biscuits and cakes provided at
regular intervals throughout the day, but
there is also a splendid lunch that most
guests comment upon. This gives groups
time to get to know each other and chat
about what they’re doing on their day.

The daytime and evening courses are great
value at just £20.00 for a two hour session
(£25.00 for the three hour mosaics sessions)
with all tools, materials and protective
clothing provided. The price is on a pay as
you go basis, so if a participant cannot make
a week, they don’t have to pay. Full day
workshops cost a very reasonable between
£55.00 and £85.00, including tools,
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materials, refreshments, lunch and a booklet
to take away to remind them of what they
learned in the studio. A bonus is that once
someone has completed a workshop or
course, the tutors invite them to contact
them if they need help, advice or assistance
with their own projects.

Teach Me Courses holds a Students’ Gold
Award from www.craftcourses.co.uk, the
UK’s biggest arts and crafts courses
website.

Political parties join
forces to push out
Tory whitewash

The Green Party has teamed up with the Liberal
Democrats to try and gain a foothold in the District
Council, on May the 2nd. The Green Party surprised
many when candidate Martyn Whybrow won a
landslide victory over the Conservative Party in the last
County elections. It is understood that the parties have
‘Carved Up’ the district with each group choosing
15 candidates, each to stand in the 30 wards up for
election and agreeing not to take votes of each other by
putting forward multiple
candidates.

Since gaining the Hythe Seat, Martyn
Whybrow has gained further support
for his vocal campaign against the
Princess Parade Development and
has commented that at County Hall he
has also enjoyed a good working
relationship with The
Liberal Party.
Many people have
commented that the
Conservative
whitewash over
the past two
elections has
not been good
for the district,
as with no
opposition,
they have a
free hand at
passing
legislation without any
credible scrutiny.

In the last election, UKIP won a number of seats but are
reported to be struggling to ﬁnd ‘credible’ candidates to stand.
A large number of Independent candidates have put
themselves forward for both the District and Town / Parish
councils that are also being held on the same date.

Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN
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Young photographers take a
shot at new project
Last year, JAM on the Marsh (JAM) and
the Romney Resource Centre (RRC) in
New Romney founded an exciting
photography collaboration. A weekly
course began, led by Marsh
photographer Susan Pilcher, with
additional
mentorship
from
internationally
acclaimed
photographers, Justin Sutcliﬀe and
Tristan Fewings. The result was a
wonderful exhibition of the students
work, held in the New Romney
Assembly Rooms for the duration of
JAM’s multi arts festival in July. The two
exhibitions were a visual highlight, as
the students shots were featured
alongside Susan’s own dramatic
exhibition of night photography. As well
as providing a successful exhibition, this
initiative, through providing education
and helping people close skills gaps,
aimed to improve the lives of local
residents on Romney Marsh.
Fast-forward to 2019, and in a
typical JAM manner, things have
grown substantially for this
project. As featured in The Looker
in October, young photographers
aged 16-25 from across the Marsh
and beyond were encouraged to
join the new course, again hosted
at the Resource Centre. On oﬀer
was not only the weekly sessions with Susan
and monthly with Justin Sutcliﬀe, but ﬁve
diﬀerent modules, each including the

Antony Gormley by Nathan Kavanagh

opportunity to go on a shoot, an exhibition
in the JAM festival and the chance to get an
Arts Award – a level 1 qualiﬁcation on the
Regulated
Qualiﬁcations
Framework or RQF, the equivalent
to a GCSE pass. The project will
work with local businesses, giving
the students work experience,
introductions and career skills. As
if this wasn’t enough, the
exhibition will be seen by
thousands as it will be displayed in
the carriages of the Romney Hythe
& Dymchurch Railway, on the platform at
Hythe station and in the End of the

Fairﬁeld by Lewis Lowrey
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Line restaurant at Dungeness from 4th –
14th July.

Susan comments: ‘It’s superb to be back in
full swing, again working with the young
people on and around the Marsh. It’s a real
thrill that two students from last year have
re-joined us again this year, wanting to
further their skills. We will be approaching
more advanced topics this year, such as long
exposure; a particular favourite of mine. It’s
going to be really interesting watching the
students develop as photographers, seeing
their skills increase and in which forms of
photography their interest lie.’

JAM on the Marsh are collaboratorssupreme; not only has this project created
connections with the RRC and RH&DR, but
in an ongoing relationship with The Looker,
each month photographs will be published
in the magazine, showing how the young
photographers are progressing through the
course. The ﬁrst two modules were
Landscape and Long Exposure. The ﬁrst
involving a visit to one of the Marsh’s most
iconic buildings, Fairﬁeld Church, and the
second to Folkestone’s Harbour Arm to visit
Antony Gormley’s ﬁgure, walking on water!

We are very grateful for the support of
Magnox socio-economic scheme, Kent
Wildlife Trust Fifth Continent Landscape
Partnership Scheme and Councillor Susie
Govett, enabling this project to happen and
the community to beneﬁt. For more
information about JAM on the Marsh,
please go to www.jamconcert.org. Festival
info to follow shortly!

Unsung hero of rock and roll passes away
by David Wimble

Lydd born Gerry Stickles passed away
recently and although many people
would not have heard of him, he was
widely regarded as the ‘Godfather of
Rock and Roll touring’, as under his
management he made sure that some
of the most iconic bands and artists in
history not only made it on stage, but
he also held the bands together.

The group photo shows Gerry Stickells (back centre)
with his brother and sisters at his parents Golden
Wedding Anniversary some years ago

Gerry was born into a large family in Lydd
and when he left school, he started working
for Percy Olver at his garage in Harden
Road.

He was a school friend of fellow marsh lad
Noel Redding (Jimi Hendrix’s bass player)
who asked him to assist in helping get Jimi’s
equipment through customs at Heathrow
Airport with the promise that if you can
sort this out you can come on the tour as a
roadie.

After Hendrix’s tragic death and facing up
to the grim responsibilities of identifying
the body in London and taking the casket
back to Seattle, Gerry moved to the U.S. He
returned to the road, working with amongst
others, Three Dog Night, Elton John, and
Queen.

He was described in Rolling Stone magazine
as ‘The go to man in Rock and Roll’. The
bands took on the job of supplying the Rock
whilst Gerry was responsible for the Roll. In
the article it said that the business was
always full of divas but Gerry just did his job.
He said that it was quite simple really, “All I
have to do is make sure that the bands get
to the gigs and get on stage on time, get to
the hotel or airport and onto the next gig,
what they do in between is not really
anything I care about.”

Despite making what must have been one
of the most exciting jobs in show business
sound very mundane, Gerry had a very
much love hate relationship with many of
the acts he looked after, but nearly all of
them stated after a tour that they just could
not have done it without his help and
guidance.

Teaming up with Chris Lamb to form GLS
(Gerry Lamb Stickells) in 1977, Gerry would
help ensure that complex tours for Elton
John, Queen, Rod Stewart, Fleetwood Mac,
Michael Jackson, ABBA, Paul McCartney
and Madonna, among many others, would
go as smoothly as possible. Business
partner Chris Lamb, said that when we took
Queen to South America, that was a huge
thing because it opened up those countries
for everybody in the business. It gave
people a lot more work, because now there
was a place for bands to perform in the
winter. The whole business proﬁted from
that.

In 2007, Gerry was given a Parnelli Lifetime
Achievement Award, regarded as the
Oscars of live production professionals.
Journey tour manager Pat Morrow said,
“There was no bigger gentleman in the
business at the time. The hallmark of his
work is his presence as a human being. He
would get the best out of his people and
you couldn’t help but love him and work

hard for him. There is no way to overstate
Gerry’s inﬂuence and importance to the
live event industry and to realize he did it
in the dark days of Hendrix’s time is even
more impressive.”

For the epic 10-day Rock in Rio event in Rio
de Janeiro in1985, an estimated 1.4 million
people attended to see an eclectic line-up
including Queen, James Taylor, Rod
Stewart, AC/DC, Iron Maiden, George
Benson and Ozzy Osbourne, among many
others all stage managed by Gerry.
Stickells faced tragedy again with the illness
and death of Queen’s Freddie Mercury in
1991, and he organized the Freddie
Mercury Tribute in 1992. He continued
working with top acts throughout the
1990s and early 2000s including Paul
McCartney and was on tour with
McCartney in Moscow when he suﬀered a
small seizure. After returning to the U.S.,
doctors found a benign tumour lodged
between his brain stem and carotid artery.
While benign, the tumour’s location was
potentially life threatening, and eﬀorts to
remove it did not succeed.

Queen co-founder and drummer Roger
Taylor, shared the heartbreaking news
about Gerry’s passing and said, “Gerry
Stickells, the world’s greatest tour manager,
passed away after a long struggle with
illness. He was more than a tour manager
to Queen – he was a father ﬁgure, great
friend and teacher and an island of calm in
the midst of chaos. He had a profound
aﬀect on my life, all of it good. From his
early days with Jimi Hendrix through all the
years with Queen and Paul McCartney,
Gerry was THE MAN!

We will miss him greatly and send love to
Sylvia and the family at this diﬃcult time.”
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Railway chuﬀed to have deﬁbrillators

The Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway’s stations are the latest places
where you can access public
deﬁbrillators. The Tourist attraction has
invested in the life saving apparatus
after two incidents in the last few
months. The units are being attached
outside the main station buildings at
Hythe, Dymchurch, New Romney and
Dungeness. Although the units are for
use at the stations, they are also usable
by members of the public in an
emergency. Access to the units is via a
code that can be obtained by dialling
999. Whilst all units do not all look the
same, they all work in the same way.
The British Heart Foundation have
issued guidelines on what to do if you
come across someone that you believe
to be having a heart attack.
Deﬁbrillators are very easy to use and you
don't need training to use one. The
machine gives clear spoken instructions –
all you have to do is follow them - and it
won’t shock someone unless they need it.

If you come across someone who is
unconscious, unresponsive, not breathing
or not breathing normally, they’re in cardiac
arrest. The most important thing is to call
999 and start CPR to keep the blood
ﬂowing to the brain and around the body.
After a cardiac arrest, every minute without
CPR and deﬁbrillation reduces someone's
chance of survival by 10 per cent.

If you're on your own, don't interrupt the
CPR to go and get a deﬁbrillator. If it's
possible, send someone else to ﬁnd one.
When you call 999, the operator can tell
you if there's a public access deﬁbrillator
nearby.

To use a deﬁbrillator, follow these
simple steps:

Step 1: Turn the deﬁbrillator on by pressing
the green button and follow its instructions.
Step 2: Peel oﬀ the sticky pads and attach

them to the patient’s skin, one on each side
of the chest, as shown in the picture on the
deﬁbrillator.

Step 3: Once the pads have been attached,
stop CPR and don’t touch the patient. The
deﬁbrillator will then analyse the patient’s
heart rhythm.

Step 4: The deﬁbrillator will assess whether a
shock is needed and if so, it will tell you to
press the shock button. An automatic
deﬁbrillator will shock the patient without
prompt. Do not touch the patient while they
are being shocked.
Step 5: The deﬁbrillator will tell you when
the shock has been delivered and whether
you need to continue CPR.

Step 6: Continue with chest compressions
and rescue breaths until the patient shows
signs of life or the deﬁbrillator tells you to
stop so it can analyse the heartbeat again.

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
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GARDENERS’
CORNER
April is when the growing season really starts to get going,
Birdsong, spring blossom and sunshine lift the heart. There
are seeds to sow and seedlings to plant out. Beware though
of late frosts. They can devastate tender new growth.
SOIL MATTERS
• Good soil structure is vital to high quality plant
growth, and walking on wet soil will compact
and damage that structure. If possible, use
planks to spread your weight, or wait until the
soil has dried out before treading on it. Creating
a bed system so that you can reach and cultivate
all parts of the plot from narrow paths around
the sides is ideal. This will keep your soil in tip
top condition year-round, enabling you to space
plants closer together. Research has found that
in such a system yields are not reduced, despite
the space taken by paths.

VEGETABLES
• Soil will still be cold after winter frost and rains.
Delay seed-sowing out of doors until you can
see weeds/grass growing strongly - a good sign
that soil is starting to warm up at last.
• Keep on top of emerging weeds, hoeing
regularly to keep them in check and prevent
seeding. Dig up any 'volunteer' potato or
tomato plants, growing from plant debris left in
the soil from last years crops. They could be
carrying the disease potato blight.
• Cover large weedy areas with black plastic or
thick cardboard to smother growth until you
have time to deal with it. Single plants, such as
tomatoes, courgettes and runner beans, will
grow perfectly well through the cover.
• When planning what to grow and where,
remember plants grow best when the soil
conditions are right. Root crops and legumes
(peas and beans) should thrive without any
additional feeding. Greedy feeders (potatoes,
tomatoes, brassicas) benefit from a dressing of
manure, well-rotted compost or an organic
fertiliser. .
• Use cloches (or frames) with netting to protect
brassicas from pigeon damage, and fleece to
protect from flea beetle, cabbage root fly or
aphids.
• In warm areas, watch out for asparagus beetle
towards the end of the month. Pick off adults
and larvae on sight.

material. Remove the cover during
the day to allow pollinating insects to
do their work.
• Remove blossom from newly planted fruit trees
to conserve energy. In year 1 the trees need to
focus on establishing a good root system.
Water them, and any fruit bushes or canes in
dry weather. Wall-trained trees or fruit in
containers are particularly prone to drying out.
• Keep an area of at least 1m x 1m weed free
around all fruit trees and bushes. Weeds and
grass compete for food and water and can stunt
the growth of a tree or bush. Apply straw
mulches around/under established trees and
fruit bushes, keeping a 15cm clear area around
the tree trunk to deter mice.
• Spring warmth will trigger a range of insect and
disease problems, such as:
Aphids: Wipe off insects by hand (if possible) or
hose off with a strong jet of water.
Woolly aphid: Wipe off any white fluffy clusters
on apple stems and branches
Blackcurrant big bud: Dig up affected plants and
dispose of via the green waste bin. Resistant
cultivars include: 'Foxendown', 'Farleigh', or 'Ben
Hope'
Apple powdery mildew: Pick off leaves and
prune affected shoots
Peach leaf curl: Protect shoots from rain which
splashes spores onto new growth. Cover walltrained peach, nectarine and almond trees from
before bud-burst, until the leaves have appeared.
The cover should be open at the sides to allow
access for pollinating insects.

FLOWERS
• Feed the soil, using homemade garden
compost, or well-rotted manure (not both),
around established plants, and in planting holes
for new plants.
• Mulch well, once soil is warm and still moist.
Depth of mulch: 6cm/3ins if possible. Ideal
materials - leafmould or municipal green waste
compost. This will suppress weeds and help
retain moisture levels right through the summer
months.

FRUIT

• Hoe weeds on sight. Deal with annual weeds
before they can seed.

• Blossom in the fruit garden is one of the most
beautiful sights in April. Every tree ablaze with
flowers, holding the promise of the crops to
come. Protect blossom when frost is forecast.
Small trees or wall/trellis-trained trees can be
covered overnight with fleece or other light

• Slugs and snails are getting active. Protect
tender young delphiniums and hostas in
particular.
• Buy new peat free potting compost for any
seed-sowing. Last year's material will have

deteriorated over winter. Sow insect-attractant
annuals to attract beneficial insects and
especially bees.

GREENHOUSE AND CONSERVATORY
• Water seedlings in pots and trays from below to
avoid fungal diseases developing on wet
foliage.
• Prick out once leaves are large enough to
handle and plant out when well-established.
• Some biological controls can be used this
month, but make sure the temperatures are
warm enough. The predatory mite Phytoselius
will control red spider mite; the tiny wasp
Aphidius for aphids; and the predatory mite
Hypoaspis for control of sciarid fly.
• Wait until May to use other biological controls,
as they require slightly higher temperatures to
survive and thrive.
• Check all containers for pupating vine weevils,
especially where you grew fuchsias last season.
They look like translucent woodlice. Turn out
pots completely and sift through the soil.
Squash any that you find.
• Feed houseplants from now until autumn. Large
leafy plants will need a high nitrogen feed,
while flowering plants need something like a
tomato feed, high in potash.

LAWNS AND HEDGES
• Continue to feed your organic lawn if it grew
poorly last year.
• A patch of unmown long grass adds to the biodiversity in your organic garden. Butterflies, for
instance, like to lay eggs in flowering grasses.
• Feed any hedges with a garden compost, or
well-rotted manure mulch.
• Moss in lawns is a symptom of an underlying
problem, such as:
• Leave mowings on the lawn for worms to take
down into the soil - they can provide 70% of the
lawn's nitrogen needs over summer.

PONDS
• Continue to remove blanket and duck weed but
watch out for frog spawn.
• Provide a ramp, in ponds with sheer sides, so
frogs and other creatures can climb out easily.
Wednesday 27th March 2019
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Gently spiced dhal with coconut cream
A comforting vegetarian lunch or supper of lightly spiced lentils with
coriander, ginger and coconut

Courtesy of delicious. Magazine

2 tbsp ghee or coconut oil

3 leeks, thinly sliced

3 garlic cloves, sliced

Seeds from 3 green cardamom pods, crushed

1 tbsp cumin seeds

1 tbsp mustard seeds

1 tsp ground ginger

10 dried curry leaves

25g fresh ginger, grated

400g mung dhal (see Know-how)

50g raisins

1½-2 litres vegetable stock, hot (see tip)

200g spinach

Large bunch fresh coriander, chopped

Coconut cream and lime wedges to serve

Heat the ghee or coconut oil in a large deep saucepan over a lowmedium heat. Add the leeks and garlic and cook for 10-15
minutes, stirring occasionally, until very soft but not coloured. Add
the spices, curry leaves and fresh ginger, then cook for 2 minutes,
stirring, until fragrant.

Add the dhal, raisins and 1.5 litres stock and cook for about
45 minutes until the lentils are tender. You may need to add a little
more stock, depending on how much liquid the lentils absorb and
how thick you like your soup (see tips).

Add the spinach and coriander and stir until wilted. Taste and
adjust the seasoning – it will need plenty of salt, maybe some
lemon juice or extra fresh ginger. Serve drizzled with coconut
cream, with lime wedges to squeeze over.

TIPS

If you need to add more stock in step 2,
ensure it’s hot, as adding cold stock will
slow the cooking process. For a creamier
texture, you could whizz half the soup with
a stick blender or in a food processor, then
combine with the rest before serving.

KNOWHOW

Mung dhal are split mung beans that have had
the green husks removed. Buy them in the world
food aisle of large supermarkets, from Indian
grocers or at asiancookshop.co.uk. If you can’t
ﬁnd them, use split red lentils. You could use
yellow split peas, but they take longer to cook
and need to be soaked overnight before using.
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Seven Ways to
Celebrate
Mother’s Day
Around the World
by David Wimble

On the fourth Sunday of Lent, mums
around the U.K. are treated to
breakfast in bed, Simnel cake, and lots
of ﬂowers — some £260 million worth
of blooms in 2018, according to
bloomberg.com. Brits spent an
additional £50 million on cards, along
with jewelry, spa treatments, and other
gifts totaling £1.4 billion last year.

Mothering Sunday — otherwise known as
Mother’s Day — has roots dating back to
the medieval custom of making an annual
visit to the “mother” church where one
were baptized. Around the 18th century, it
became tradition for children to get the day
oﬀ work so they could spend time with
their own mums. With Mothering Sunday
right around the corner (March 31), we
wanted to take a look at how family
matrons are honored around the world.
Across the Pond, for example, a “Mothers
Friendship Day” was organized around
1868 to create solidarity and reconciliation
among Confederate and Union soldiers
after the Civil War. President Woodrow
Wilson proclaimed the ﬁrst oﬃcial U.S.
Mother’s Day in 1914 as an occasion to
“[publicly express] our love and reverence
for the mothers of our country.” Americans
recognize Mother’s Day on the second
Sunday in May, spending a whopping £17.4
billion in 2018 on ﬂowers (£2B) and
luxuries such as jewelry (£3.5B), and spa
services (£1.4B).
South of the border in Mexico, the entire
country comes to a halt on May 10 to

honor
the
woman
considered nearly as
saintly as the Virgin of
Guadalupe.
Family
means everything to
Mexicans, and no one
more so than its
matriarch, who is
lavished with ﬂowers,
gifts, and jubilant
lunches that can last
long into the evening.
It’s the busiest day for
restaurants, as well as mariachi
musicians who serenade madres with
rousing renditions of “Las Mañanitas.”

Mother’s Day is a relatively new holiday in
India, but the “Land of Festivals” was more
than happy to add another celebration to
its calendar. For the past decade or so,
Indians have been treating their mothers to
a day or rest and recognition with cards and
gifts, adopting the U.S. tradition on the
second Sunday in May. Carnations are the
ﬂower of choice for mothers in China,
where a holiday honoring them was a
natural extension of the Confucian tenet of
ﬁlial piety. Since establishing the special day
in 1997, many Chinese have used the
occasion to get involved in projects that
improve the lives of poor and illiterate
mothers in rural areas.

There are many countries around the world
that honor mothers on diﬀerent days and
in diﬀerent ways. Russia established its
oﬃcial Mother’s Day as the last Sunday in
November, although many Russians
combine the celebration with International
Women’s Day on March 8, a tradition that

dates back to Soviet days. It’s a day when
all women are recognized with gifts and
festive meals, and men will often take on
the household duties.

Egypt is one of several Arab countries that
celebrate on March 21, the ﬁrst day of
spring. The unoﬃcial holiday was
established in 1956, although its roots reach
back all the way to ancient Egypt and its
annual festival for the mother-goddess Isis.
Besides gift-giving and gatherings within
families, the country selects a number of
“ideal mothers” for an oﬃcial ceremony
hosted by the president. Thailand observes
Mother’s Day on August 12, the birthday of
Queen Sirikit. Parades and festivals
honoring the beloved queen mother are
held throughout the country, while
individual mothers are given a sprig of white
jasmine and taken out for a special dinner.

But however you celebrate. Happy
Mother’s Day. (and on a personal note,
thank you Mum (Ann Wimble, for being the
best understanding mum in the world! X)
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

Operation Stack returned to Kent’s roads last week in response
to delays in freight crossing the Channel, caused by Storm Gareth.
It was a reminder both of the need for a permanent solution to
the problems created when lorries are unable to leave the
country, and also that this can occur by natural events, not just
strike action or the slow processing of vehicles at the ports by the
French authorities.

This may be the last time though that we see the complete
closure of the coastbound M20 as part of Operation Stack. Work
will soon be ﬁnished to install the hard barrier on the London
bound carriageway between Maidstone and Ashford, to allow the
two-way ﬂow of traﬃc as part of a contraﬂow system. This is one
of the preparations being made for managing road freight, in case
of any delays in processing lorries after the UK leaves the
European Union. The new scheme means the M20 will continue
to support cars and vans moving in both directions, even when
the coastbound motorway is being used for lorries queueing for
access to the Port of Dover and Channel Tunnel. This new system
will not create the same traﬃc congestion on the county’s main
A roads as it does when the M2O is closed. On Tuesday this week
I’ll also be meeting with the Roads Minister, Jesse Norman,
Highways England, Kent police and the county council, to discuss
the progress that has been made with the successor scheme to
Operation Stack, and our contingency planning for Brexit.

On Thursday this week the Prime Minister will attend the
European Council meeting in Brussels along with the other heads
of government of the EU member states. There are two crucial
issues that need to be resolved here. Firstly, whether concessions
can be negotiated on the Brexit deal to allow the UK to
independently leave the backstop to the withdrawal agreement.
The need for this ﬂexibility, so that the UK does not remain bound
by an unfavourable agreement for years after we leave the EU,
has been one of my biggest concerns, and was the main reason
that I again voted against the deal last week. I think it would be
wrong for the Prime Minister to bring back the Brexit agreement
to the House of Commons this week, before the European Council
meeting, unless there are meaningful changes to it.

The second issue is whether or not there should be a delay to the
article 50 process, which sets the timetable for Brexit. If a short
technical delay is required in order for the UK parliament to pass
any ﬁnal necessary measures before we leave is one thing. I would
not favour though a long open-ended delay to Brexit with no
certain prospect of an agreement for how we would actually
leave. This was the reason that I voted in the House of Commons
last week against a motion that there should be such an arbitrary
extension to the article 50 process, if the current Brexit deal is
rejected by parliament.
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What do we pay our Council
Taxes for, local residents ask?

That is what a number of angry residents have asked on a
number of social media sites since Folkestone & Hythe
District Council have just sent out leaﬂets informing
residents in a rise in the Tax.

Shaun Regland from Palmarsh said: “I just want to know what we
actually get for our money? We pay exactly the same as the people
of Folkestone but we do not get the same service as them.” Whilst
Julie Cook from Hythe stated: “The waste collection now is a joke.
The collections cause more damage to our bins than ever before. The
lid on my bin was ripped oﬀ and when I complained to the council I
was told that it was my responsibility to replace it!”

Meanwhile down on the Marsh, ﬂy-tipping is on the increase with
ditches in Brookland and Old Romney being the latest places that
people are dropping their rubbish.

Andrew Day said: “No-one like paying taxes, but it’s a fact of life. I
would not mind but we have terrible service down here on the
Marsh. Just look at Folkestone, the grass is always cut and our
churchyards and road verges get cut about half as often as those in
Folkestone. I bet if we asked to pay only half as much they would say
it’s just that lot on the marsh complaining!”
The Council came under attack when it spent thousands of pounds
installing parking meters along Princes Parade last year only to then
be forced to move them as they had been put in the wrong position.
This was picked up on a Hythe residents Facebook site with Pam
Snodgrass stating: “Its about time we had councillors who looked
after the residents, this current shower I would not trust to run a bath
let alone a Council. They waste thousands of pounds through
incompetent decisions and then expect us to pay for their mistakes.
If it was not so tragic, you would laugh!”

Would it be possible to get a mention in The Looker of our
forthcoming fundraising concert on Saturday June 1, at St Mary's
Bay Village Hall. ' THE SEASIDE SINGERS sing ABBA' a supporting
act are The Saltdish Ukulele Group. Tickets are £6, available from
any of the girls, or admission on the door. Bring your own drinks
and nibbles, fancy dress prize for the best ABBA costume, raﬄe.
It's from 7 to 10.30, we hope it will be a fun evening.
As you know we perform for charity and are completely self
funding. We have purchased some new equipment and have no
funds to replace anything else, so this is a one oﬀ concert, unless
we get a request by popular demand!!
Kind regards



Dear Looker,

DUNGENESS


LOOKER LETTERS

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

Jennifer Tyler

Dear Looker,

I’m one of those men who shouts a lot outside of Parliament
whenever I see someone being interviewed on camera. I mostly
just shout ‘Leave’ but sometimes I do other things. Here’s how I
spend my day …
8am: Wake up from a dream where I’m playing chess against
Emmanuel Macron. I don’t know how to play chess and when I
realise this in the dream I just shout ‘Leave!’ and turn into a post box.
Then I get out of bed, stick the kettle on and shout at the television.

9.30am: Arrive at Parliament. I stick up my seven Union Jacks then
keep my eyes peeled for any cameras or journalists knocking round
so I can start shouting ‘Leave!’ while they interview a traitor.

12 noon: Lunch. I buy a savoury cheese sandwich from Tesco and
shout ‘Leave’ at the young man on the checkout after he fails to
complain angrily about traitors.

12.30pm to 5pm: Look out for anyone being interviewed and shout
loudly in the background. I see my role as preventing Kay Burley or
Simon McCoy oﬀ the BBC from doing their jobs properly. Just your
everyday stuﬀ and not weird at all.

The Looker is usually available from the following outlets:
LYDD: The Dolphin, MACE Stores,
Usher Motors, Lyons, McColls, Spar, The
Vets, The Airport & The Golf Club.

ST. MARY’S BAY: Colin Wood,
Sans Café, Neil’s Newsagents &
TheVillage Hall.

DUNGENESS & LYDD-ON-SEA:

HYTHE: Railway Restaurant,
Sainsbury’s, Bank Street Newsagents,
High St. Newsagents, Brooks, I Like
That, Post Office, The Swan, Kings Head,
Elysian Treasures, Nutmeg Café,
Temptations, Butt of Sherry, Stade
Street Newsagents, Hope Inn,
Swimming pool, Hythe Imperial,
The Bell & The Red Lion.

The RH&DR Café, Britannia Inn,
RNLI Station, Pilot Inn, Mark
Richardson’s Fish Shop, Spar &
Seagull Fishing Tackle.

5pm-11pm: After a day of shouting I
go to the pub. I ask for a pint of mild
and then shout ‘Leave!’ at the barman. It
really is hard to turn oﬀ from work
sometimes. I’ll often notice someone
being ﬁlmed by their friend on a mobile
phone and march up and down in the
background shouting ‘Leave’ at the top of
my lungs, like a perfectly normal British
man.

I am worried that after I Brexit is over, that I
will have nothing to Shout about? Maybe I
can stand outside newsagents and watch
people picking up other newspapers and
shout Leave It ... get The Looker!
Kind regards

LITTLESTONE: Spar, Convenience
Store, Curl Up & Dye, Rod & Line,
Captain Howey, RH&DR, Marsh
Insurance & Marsh Academy Leisure
Centre.
THE MARSH: Rose & Crown, Old
Romney, The Woolpack, Brookland, The
Bell, Ivychurch, The Star, St. Mary’s &
The Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh.
DYMCHURCH: Tesco, Ocean Inn,
Smuggler’s Chest, Village Stores, Post
Office, Butchers, Village Café,
British Legion & Haguelands.

SANDGATE: Paper Shop, Saga,
Library, Rowing Club, Providence &
The Ship.
NEW ROMNEY: Sainsbury’s, The Ship,
Romney Cycles, Premier Stores, Library,
Elsie’s, Coach House, The Computer
Lady, Spar, Capelli, Cheapjacks, Cinque
Ports, The Broadacre, North Street
Church, Bowls Club, Prescott House,
Day Centre, Firmagers, The Plough &
The Warren.

Mr A Fool
Wednesday 27th March 2019
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL

LYDD TOWN raced into a 2-0 lead at
Rochester United in a Southern
Counties League game inside six
minutes before eventually running
out 3-2 winners and moving up to
13th place in the table. Piers Fuchter opened the scoring in the
fourth minute and Dale Horton added a second just two minutes
later. There were no more goals before half time. In the second
half, the visitors levelled the score and the game was looking to
peter out as a draw before Dale Horton grabbed the winner for
the Lydders in the fourth minute of added time.

NEW ROMNEY grabbed another three points in the County
League with a 2-0 away win against Metrogas. Harry Carr and Roy
Godden scored the goals.
However the following week, they could only share the points at
home to local rivals Hawkinge Town, the match ﬁnishing 1-1. The
game was played in terrible conditions due to the high winds.

The visitors took the lead when Jackson shot through a host of
players and into the bottom corner. Hawkinge’s lead was short
lived, however, and New Romney drew level after a free kick was
given for a foul. Josh McCue’s free kick was saved but the loose
ball was smashed back across the box and Billy Somerville put the
ball into the empty net. Both sides made changes in the second
half but a draw was a fair result and New Romney remain ﬁfth in
the league.
LYDD TOWN RESERVES had a comfortable 3-1 home league
win against Hollands & Blair Reserves. Sam Lancaster got a couple
and Shaun Hodson also got on the scoresheet.
NEW ROMNEY RESERVES progress in the Ashford Charity was
ended with a 4-0 defeat at Chilham.

LYDD GRASSHOPPERS got back to winning ways in the Ashford
Sunday League with a 2-1 victory against Lolzors FC. They moved
back up to third place and level on points with leaders Red
Heathens and second place Nailbox as they returned from their
trip to promotion rivals Lolzors FC. Jordan Boorer scored both of
the Hoppers goals as Andy Bennett’s young side won on the road
for the ﬁrst time since October.

Football is a funny game however and the following week in the
reverse ﬁxture on The Rype, Lolzors returned home from their trip
to the Marsh as 3-0 winners. Goals from Kallum Handy, Brad Parker
and Jack Sullivan saw Lolzors end a ﬁve game losing streak. Despite
the result, Grasshoppers remain in third place in the league.

NEW ROMNEY VETERANS had a convincing 4-0 home league
win against Woodcoombe Veterans and remain third in the table.
Brian Lee got a couple of goals and Chris Jones and Allen Sterling
also got on the scoresheet.
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A night at the musicals!!

World Scout Jamboree participants Louisa, Reuben and
Ella would like to say a huge thank you to Dean Hayward
and The Haywardians for a huge boost to their fund
raising eﬀorts.

The Haywardians
staged a Night at
the Musicals,
featuring well
known and loved
songs from a
variety of popular
shows.

The evening was
enjoyed by 120
guests and raised a
massive £1,048 for
the trip of a lifetime. Supported by parents, leaders, scouts, cubs,
beavers and the local community, four Scouts from Romney
Marsh have spent
the last eighteen
months fund
raising £4,000
each to fund the
trip.

Thanks to the
Haywardians they
are now much
nearer their target
ﬁgure.

Romney Marsh
Flower Arrangers

Our March meeting was an interesting and informative
talk on Orchid Care. Don’t miss our next afternoon
meeting. It’s a demonstration on Wednesday 10th April,
2.00-4.00pm.

It is sure to be entertaining, with Kent personality and flower
expert, Mig Kimpton, with a show entitled, “In the Potting
Shed.” Doors open at 1.30pm at St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
TN29 0SW. Visitors welcome and refreshments available.
For more information contact: Gill on 01797 367258

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 27th March

New Romney Counselling Services,
Coﬀee Morning, Assembly Rooms, 10am12.30pm

Thursday 28th March

New Romney Meeting Point, Methodist
Church Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am
Easter Story & Egg Hunt, All Saints’
Church, Lydd, 10.30am

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30pm
Romney Marsh Photographic Club,
St. Mary's Bay Village Hall, 8pm

Friday 29th March

Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate,
St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 11am

St. Mary's Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1pm-4pm

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm-4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm
(7-10 years)

Birdwatching for Beginners, RSPB
Dungeness, 10.30am-1.30pm

Monday 1st April

Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 2pm-4pm

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am

Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

New Romney 65 Club, Prescott House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm

Middlemarsh WI, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 9.30am

Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist
Church, 10am

Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm-3.45pm
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30pm

John Lawson’s Circus, St. Martin’s Field,
New Romney, 7pm

Tuesday 2nd April

Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10am
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am

Lydd Dementia Café, Methodist Church
Hall, Lydd, 10am-12noon

Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm

John Lawson’s Circus, St. Martin’s Field,
New Romney, 4.30pm & 7.30pm

Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
6.30pm (16 years plus)

Saturday 30th March

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am
Spring Market & Coﬀee Morning,
Newchurch Church, 10.30am-12.30pm

Romney Marsh Walking Society, Jolly
Fisherman, Greatstone, 11am (3.5 miles)

Sunday 31st March

Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am

Fun Quiz, Ivychurch Village Hall, 7pm

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (11-15
years)

Pop-Up Café & Information Hub, The
Green, Ivychurch, 10.30am-12.30pm

Foodbank, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 5.30pm-7pm

New Romney Craft Group, Old School,
7pm
Open Mic Night, Shepherd & Crook,
Burmarsh, 7.30pm

Newchurch WI, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 3rd April

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village
Hall, 9.30am-1pm

John Lawson’s Circus, St. Martin’s Field,
New Romney, 4.30pm only

Thursday 4th April

New Romney Counselling Services,
Clairvoyant Evening, Dymchurch Village
Hall, 7.30pm (Tickets £10 and can be
purchased on the door and includes a
raﬄe ticket, tea and cake)

Saturday 6th April

Romney Marsh Walking Society, West
Hythe car park, 11am (3 miles - short but
hilly walk)

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE

THURSDAYS: Footcare 9am-4pm Tai Chi
9.30am Seated Tai Chi 11am-12noon

FRIDAYS: Hearing Aid battery service
9am-11am Footcare 9am-4pm. Tone Up
& Tighten Up 2.30-3.30pm

MONDAYS: Footcare 9am-4pm Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am. One You
Weight Management 1.30pm.
First Monday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am-11am

TUESDAYS: Hearing Aid battery service
9am-11am. NHS Health Walk 10am. Stop
Smoking Clinic 12.30pm-4.30pm.
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am-11am
WEDNESDAYS: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am-11.30am. Art Group 11am12noon. Pilates 4.15pm-5.15pm

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!
If you have a Bulk LPG Tank but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has - or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex
We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk
Wednesday 27th March 2019
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MARSH MEMORIES

Lydd Scouts and Cubs 30 years ago

At a special meeting, the 1st Lydd
Scouts opened their doors to parents
and guests who enjoyed a slide show
of the troop’s camp at Etrechy,
presented by their leader Roger
Whiting. The town mayor, Fred
Wood-Brignall, also said a few words
in tribute for their eﬀorts. Members of
the 18-strong group, which was
established in 1913, also organised
small displays and visual exhibits
depicting their activities and a number
of awards were presented. Roger
Whiting handed over the Explorer
Award to Nigel Shorter and the
Pathﬁnder Award to Elliot Davis.

Also, Lydd Cubs gathered to see two of their pack, Paul Clark
and Craig Banks, receive their Gold Arrow awards from assistant
district commissioner Mrs, Doreen Jones. The awards were in
recognition of their work over a period of two years and
included the entertainers badge, gardeners badge and ‘link’
badge which sets them on a stable footing as they progress into
the scouts.
At that time, the scouts met at their Dennes Lane Headquarters
every Friday with the cubs meeting every Monday. There was
also a recently formed beaver colony for 6 to 8 year olds which
met at the hut every Wednesday.

A focal point of the evening was the
award of the Fireman’s Badges from suboﬃcer Rod Everitt and leading ﬁreman
John Garske. The recipients were Paul
Albrow, Richard Tutt, Elliot Davis, Neil
Powell and Jamie Williams and the
course lasted ten hours and included ﬁre
ﬁghting, ﬁre prevention in the home and
at camp, rescuing, knots and
extinguishing. “They all did very well as it
is not an easy course and the lads earned
their awards,” said Rod Everitt.

Cllr Fred Wood-Brignall presented Chief
Scout certiﬁcates to Paul Albrow and Neil
Divall and thanked Roger Whiting and
said, “It takes a special kind of person to
be able to control, and command the
respect of, groups of youngsters. The
town of Lydd can feel very proud that it
has such a good scout and cub unit.”
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The photos show the Lydd Cubs with Mick Divall, Louise Coombe,
Doreen Jones and Roger Whiting with the Cubs on their awards
night. The Lydd Scouts with John Garske, Roger Whiting and Rod
Everitt with Fireman’s Badge holders. Also Mayor Fred WoodBrignall presenting the Chief Scout certiﬁcates to Neil Divall and
Paul Albrow.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP

Easter. There are many special services at Easter, please see church notices and magazines for details. Many churches also have special ﬂowers for
Easter Sunday, after a ﬂowerless Lent, and accept donations in memory of loved ones towards the cost of Easter ﬂowers. See your local warden or
ﬂower people. Many churches collect donations for local food banks, and the special needs this month are tinned hot meals and cold meat, tinned
potatoes, and shower jel and deodorant. Mothering Sunday is on Sunday, March 31st, the fourth Sunday in Lent. Many churches will be having a
special service and all are invited to these, even if you don’t normally attend church.

Brookland, St Augustine

Good Friday, 9am Meditative service Easter
Saturday. Easter Eve vigil service. 6pm. Service of
Light.

Burmarsh. All Saints

The Shepherd and Crook Pub is very supportive
of the local church and community, and is having
a cake and coﬀee sale with tombola on Saturday,
March 30th from 12md- 3pm for the Dogs Trust.
The Fifth continent and other bodies are keen to
start researching the graves in the churchyard, and
the ﬂora and fauna. If you are interested in joining
this project, please ring 01303 873781.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul

Lent Course. A Lent course entitled, “Placing your
life in God’s hands” will take place on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays during Lent. The Tuesday
session will be held at St Nicholas church, New
Romney, from 10-11.15am and the Wednesday
sessions in St Peter and Paul, Dymchurch from 78.15pm. Details available from Rev Jon on 01303
980027. Or email vicarjsr@icloud.com

Dymchurch RC Church, St Monica

Sunday, Mass at 8.30am. Vigil, the evening before
Holy Days of Obligation, at 7.30pm.

Fairﬁeld St Thomas

Sunday, 7th April 10am Holy Communion.

Greatstone, St Peter’s

Craft Market. A monthly craft market is held in the
church hall on the ﬁrst Saturday of each month,
so the next one will be on Saturday, April 6th from
10am-2pm. Many home-made items for sale,
including craft, food and preserves. A professional
bakery is also in attendance.
Pebbles Dementia Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd
Wednesday of each month a dementia café will
take place from 2-3.30pm, so the next one will be
on April 10thth. Anyone interested may come
along, carers and those with dementia and
memory problems, or anyone with queries on the
subject.
Lent hunger lunch. The next will take place on
Tuesday, April 16th from noon-2pm . Soup, bread
and cheese. Donations of £3.50 suggested. All
proﬁts to Apollos Trust, the local church trust that
supports Christian workers in our local secondary
schools.
Film Shows. These are held on the ﬁrst Monday
afternoon of each month, in St Peter’s hall . The

next one will be on April 1st. The hall opens at
1.45 for 2 pm start. Call Tricia, church warden, on
01797 363002 for this month’s title. These are
proving quite popular and a good cross section of
diﬀerent types of ﬁlm are shown.

Ivychurch. St George

There will be a plant sale on Sunday, April 28th in
the church and churchyard. From 2pm-4pm.
Afternoon teas and cake will be for sale. A
member from Kent Wildlife Trust will be planting
lavender around the perimeter of the churchyard.
If green ﬁngered friends would like get cracking
on rearing plants,to donate, as well as cakes, the
church would be delighted.
There is a box at back of church for items for food
bank. See above for details of specially needed
items.

Lydd, All Saints

Lent course. A lent Study course takes place every
Thursday in Lent at the Rectory on Park Road
from 6-7pm. The themes of the study are based
on the famous ﬁlm “Casablaca” and is called “A
Beautiful Friendship” Intrigued- come and ﬁnd out
more about God’s love for us.
Food Bank. A new food bank has been opened in
Lydd, and operates from 5.30-7pm from the
Hardy Hall every Friday. The system works on
vouchers, so if you, or anyone you know, is
struggling to feed the family, vouchers can be
obtained from qualiﬁed people in authority, or rev
Chris on 01797 320345.
Big Spring Clean. On Monday and Tuesday, April
1st and 2nd,from 9am – 1pm there will be a big
spring clean in the church. Everyone is welcome,
to this cheerful event, to keep our lovely church
looking at it’s best, and refreshments will be
provided. Ring Pat on 01797 320108 for details.
Methodist Church. Dementia Café. The church
hall hosts this event, on the ﬁrst and third
Tuesdays of each month, so the next one will be
on M from 10am-noon. Refreshments, and
information and help available to all involved, both
patients and carers. All warmly welcome, even if
you just want to ﬁnd out more.

New Romney, St Nicholas

Messy church. This activity for all children takes
place on the last Friday of each month, and is full
of fun, stories, music, worship, a good time of
being together, and learning about the Christian
Faith. The next one is on Friday, March 29th, and
is from 3.15-4.30pm.

Stepping Stones, for preschool children, parents
and carers. Takes place every Thursday in term
time, 1.45-2.45 in the church. Just come along or
ring beneﬁce oﬃce on 01797 363663.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul

Country Spring Market and Coﬀee Morning.
Saturday, March 30th 10.30am-12.30pm. Local
products and crafts for sale, and all the usual
staﬀs. All warmly welcomed.

Romney Marsh Community Church

As well as the usual Sunday services at 10.30am
on Sundays, there are many youth and children’s
sessions, during the week, for youngsters of all
ages. At the Sunday morning service, the
youngsters can leave for part of the service, for
their own age groups, and babies and toddlers can
be left in a well-equipped crèche, with police
checked helpers.
The local food bank, operates from this church on
Tuesday evenings from 5.30- 7pm. If you, or
anyone you know, is in a crisis, and unable to feed
themselves or their family, vouchers can be
obtained from the local clergy and ministers, and
health personnel.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints

Saturday, April 13, 10am, there will be a coﬀee
morning in the church hall, in aid of Sight Savers
charity. Saturday, April 27th, a coﬀee morning for
church. There is going to be an auction in church
in May, if interested see Raymond Moses with
your oﬀers, which can be promises as well as
“things”

Church Chuckle

A Yorkshire Sunday School teacher asked her
class, why Mary and Joseph took Jesus to
Jerusalem with them. “’Appen they couldn’t get
a babysitter Miss”

Wit and Wisdom

A young father was really struggling to put a
swing set up in the garden for his kids. The
instructions just didn’t make sense. An old man
was working the garden next door, and oﬀered
to help, and had it up in no time, without looking
at the instructions. The young man was amazed,
and asked him the secret. “I don’t read too good,
and when you can’t read you ‘ave to think!”

Contact The Looker:

10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ • Telephone: 01797 364837 • email: info@thelooker.co.uk
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FRIDAY 24th
7pm - Jimmy & TheRiddles • 9pm - One Love

SATURDAY 25th
1pm - Mixed Emotions • 4pm - Jason Leigh Band
7pm - Gumboots • 9pm - Ratzkins

SUNDAY 26th
1pm - David Shepherd • 4pm - Georgie Taylor
7pm - Pseudo Stereo • 9pm - Brad Pittance & The Pirates
11145"#$%&6)*+,7*.,46%8

