Proposed New Romney Community/Sports Hall
is raising concerns with local residents
Two public meetings were held in New
Romney recently with the proposed new
Community/Sports Hall being the main
topic. Over 20 people attended the ﬁrst
meeting on Tuesday, 26th March when
residents asked questions about the way
that New Romney Town Council was
apparently
acting
in
a
very
‘undemocratic way’. The meeting was
held in the Coach House Coﬀee Shop
and organised by a group called ‘Turn the
Tide’, which subsequently changed their
name to the ‘New Romney Community
Action Group’. The organisers read out a
statement from New Romney Town
Councillor John Cramp, who was one of
the founding members. He felt that he
has not, as a councillor, been allowed to
ask questions of the council and that
when he tried to get answers he was always blocked by a
number of the longer serving councillors. One of the main
arguments was that only two of the members of the council
have actually been elected by the people of the town, with
the rest being co-opted.

It had been pointed out to John Cramp about the ‘Purdah’
restrictions in place in relation to the forthcoming elections which
prevent any councillor speaking at a public meeting relating to
council business, otherwise they are in breach of their terms of
oﬃce. When he was made aware of the fact, Councillor Cramp
decided not to attend in person but issued a statement that was
read out at the meeting. Another councillor attended the meeting
but was apparently unaware of the ‘Purdah’ restrictions.

The subject of the evening was about the cost of building the new
Community/Sports Hall in Station Road, New Romney. With costs
spiralling out of control and now costing a reported £4.2 million,
with the council agreeing to a loan from the government of £2
million over 40 years, it would mean that the council tax would have
to increase to cover this. The original price of the pavilion was
quoted at £1.2 million nearly 10 years ago. Part of the frustration
was that the council had spent so much money on consultations
and using what one member of the public stated was one of the
country’s most expensive architects. The initial money was raised
by the sale of a parcel of land which was sold oﬀ at apparently a
third of its previous value in 2010.

It was reported that 24 hours earlier, the town council had voted
to allow a sum of money to be allocated to seek legal advice on the
actions of the questioning from Councillor Cramp and members of
the public were shocked that the town council could use ‘their
money’ on something just to stop a sitting member of the council
asking questions on scrutiny as part of his due diligence. It was also
mentioned about the legality of councillors making major ﬁnancial
decisions within the six weeks leading up to an election and
apparently not acting within the best interest of the people of
the town.

The second meeting a couple of days later was an ‘Especial
Meeting’ convened by New Romney Town Council with the public
also being invited to attend. It was held in the Assembly Rooms and
the room was full to capacity with some members of the public
having to stand at the back. All of the current town councillors were
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present. Some local residents thought that it was the most
shambolic meeting that they had ever attended!

The Chairman, the Mayor of New Romney, opened the meeting and
brieﬂy ran through Council procedural business before inviting two
representatives from Guy Hollaway Associates, the Council’s
appointed professional Design Team, to outline the ﬁnal detailed
design for the proposed Community Sports/Hall and other associated
matters. They detailed the idea behind the proposed building and
showed pictures on a large screen but for most of the people in the
room, it was impossible to read the text and the pictures and diagrams
were very diﬃcult to understand.
One long term resident of the town
said that he didn’t recognise any of
the drawings in relation to the
existing sports ﬁeld. When members
of the public tried to ask questions
to the two representatives they
were told to be quiet and wait until
later. When the total cost of the
project was mentioned as just over
£4 million, there were gasps from
Peter Coe, Mayor of New Romney
the public.

The various councillors were then able to give their views on the
proposed development and this is when the meeting started to get
heated with lots of arguing and accusations. Eventually the public
were told they could ask questions, one being the costs so far of
the project. The consultants fees were said to be in excess of
£175,000 and this also didn’t go down very well with the public in
the room. The meeting further degenerated from there with
councillors shouting across the room at each other and although
the Chairman kept banging his gavel on the table, it didn’t really
make a lot of diﬀerence.
It is thought that a number of local residents have now put their
names forward to try and ensure that for the local elections on May
2nd, when the new council is elected. It will then be responsible for
doing what is seen to be best for the town they represent. It will be
very interesting to see what happens in the forthcoming local
elections. What do you think? Is £4.2 million too much to pay for a
new Community/Sports Hall?
Let The Looker know your thoughts. Email: info@thelooker.co.uk

EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 221

Well, what a week this has been for me. No sooner had I delivered
the last edition of The Looker, than I was on a ﬂight to New York
to attend the world’s largest trade travel show. On arriving, we
joined up with travel experts from around the world and the ﬁrst
job was to construct the large trade stand ready for the show
opening on the Monday.
With all that done, it meant that I had time to spend two days
discovering the real New York with the help of two friends. I also
paid my own personal homage to John Lennon by visiting the
Dakota Building and lighting a candle at the spot where he was
murdered in December 1980. It’s funny, I was only a small child
when the Beatles were at their height, but he along with the rest
of the group almost single handedly changed the face of pop music
in the space of 10 years and their music is still important to millions
of people world-wide today, and I felt almost a duty as someone
who has made a career out of music to pay my respects.

Whilst I have been away I have also been compiling this edition,
and it is apparent that there is a degree of civil unrest within local
politics (well not just local, I think it is fair to say!). With the
elections coming up on the 2nd of May, it really is the time when
you can make a diﬀerence. As I have said so many times, if you

don’t vote … your opinion counts for nothing.

You will see that I have posted my own manifesto in this edition.
I have done this because I really do want to make a change to the
way we carry out our local politics. It is costly to do this and last
time there was an election, someone wrote in and said it was not
‘fair’ as I had access to thousands of readers. So to balance this I
have oﬀered to print their manifestos too.

You will see that in this edition we have included some feature
stories. It is great to feature an interview with Graham Rye from
Lydd about him celebrating 40 years of publishing his 007
magazine. He really is the world’s foremost authority on the ﬁlm
franchise and his magazines are true works of art as well. I hope
that the article does justice to his creativity. We also have an article
by Kim Gandy telling the story of books by author Malcolm Saville,
all based around our area, which inspired her to move to Romney
Marsh. As ever we have all the local news and a few views too.

I hope you enjoy your read; normality resumes from the next
edition, but I hope you will send in your stories and reports to:
info@thelooker.co.uk

David & The Looker team
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Costa Coﬀee Costa Lotta over parking ﬁnes

New Romney’s Costa Coﬀee has upset local residents by
ﬁning them if they use their car park. The coﬀee house
franchise which used to be the New Inn public house has
an extensive car park at the back of the property. Local
residents use the car park whilst they shop and then go in
for a coﬀee, but many have been left with a bitter taste in
their mouths to ﬁnd that a parking ﬁne turned up a few
days later, having been tracked down by their number plate
through the DVLA. Social media has erupted over this, with
people claiming that you do not have to pay as there was
no oﬃcial warning about the ﬁnes (one is now on display).
A boycott of the shop was proposed by some angry local residents,
who one stated; “This is utter madness. For years the car park was for
customers of the New Inn public house but locals used to use the car
park to nip to the shops and there was never a problem. This is what
happens when multi-national companies like Costa try and run all the
other coﬀee shops out of town. I for one will never use the place again!
Instead my custom will go to one of the private shops in the town!”

Other people stated that it was not an enforceable ﬁne and one
person stated stated : “They are unenforceable invoices and that
you should appeal against them.”

A recurring problem seemed to be that if you used the car park
legitimately in the afternoon one day and returned to the same car
park the next day and kept within the 90 minute allocated time, it
showed your car to have stayed in the car park overnight. With a
number of people using the car park to pop into the doctors nearby,
calls to the local councillors have asked that a request be made to
allow cars to park free of charge in both car parks in the town for
up to an hour.
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Susan Mills wrote on facebook; “The town is getting busier by the
month with more and more houses being built and nowhere to
park. Why can’t the council have free parking for an hour in the
town’s two car parks to encourage more people to shop local.” Colin
Harris agreed and said: “It’s only going to get worse with all the new
houses being built along Cockreed Lane. Romney will be full up
soon and there will be nowhere to park. It’s ok having all these new
houses, but the town will not be able to cope and people will just
go to Ashford or Folkestone.”

Other people came out on the side of the coﬀee shop, stating:
“Why are people cross with Costa? They have spent a lot of money
on the building, which lets face it had been left in a terrible state.
They want the car park for their customers, why should people take
advantage of it and not pay for it. Costa in my opinion have every
right to charge people to use the car park. Everything in this world
has a price. How would you like it if someone parked in your
driveway or in front of your garden, would you be ok about that?”

What do you think? Is Costa Coﬀee right in ﬁning people for using
its car parks, or should it be a donation to the community for other
people to use. Email: Info@thelooker.co.uk

18 more migrant boat people
picked up oﬀ the Kent coast

Concerns for more migrants trying to make it over the Channel
were raised again last week when two small boats containing
18 migrants, including children, were intercepted by border
force oﬃcials in the early morning of Thursday, 28th March.
A border force cutter found the ﬁrst rigid-hulled inﬂatable boat four miles
south-east of Folkestone headed towards the UK at about 4am. On board
they discovered ﬁve men, who were all thought to be Iranian nationals. The
Border Force crew transferred them to the cutter and took them to Dover.

Then an hour later, a second boat was intercepted two miles south of
Folkestone, where 13 people were also taken aboard another border
force cutter. These people presented themselves as Iranian and Iraqi
nationals. The group consisted of nine men plus a family of four including
two young children. All 18 people were medically assessed and
transferred to immigration oﬃcials for interview.
There has been a continuing trend since last November of suspected
migrants reaching the Kent coast by small craft. They have either landed
on the shore or been rescued and brought to land by British authorities.
All together, there have been 46 cases, involving about 400 people, since
the beginning of November last year. Dover and Deal MP Charlie Elphicke
said: "We must focus on the ruthless people traﬃckers who prey on
vulnerable people. The only way to stop them is ensuring they can't
successfully smuggle anyone into the UK - especially with aerial
surveillance making it possible to ﬁnd and return boats safely to the
French coast."
Other sightings of boats dropping people oﬀ, including near the Hythe
Imperial Hotel, lead to a string of posts on social media. Kenzy Bolton
said: “I fear this is only the start of a long summer, although I don’t think
we will be like the Mediterranean. I think we will have over 1,000 people
try and make the trip over the next few months. The message needs to
be clear, that you will all be sent back home!”

Littlestone Golf Club
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Immigration conspiracies
by David Wimble

A local group of ‘coast watch’ volunteers has suggested that
illegal immigrants from France are being given a helping hand
with the help of ﬁshermen. The story arrived at The Looker
oﬃce in an envelope alleging that a number of immigrants are
coming into our country, with the help of French and British
ﬁshermen. With a stronger border force presence in the
channel along with Royal Navy ships, the report which has also
been sent to Operation Kraken claims that gang leaders have
done deals with French ﬁshermen, taking up to six immigrants
at a time legitimately out to sea posing as ﬁshermen and then
meeting British counterparts mid-channel and swapping over
the human cargo. The ﬁshing boats are reportedly then coming
ashore in Folkestone, Rye and Hastings.
Another report from one of the Romney Marsh group reported
seeing a 10 foot white sports dingy heading out to sea on three
separate occasions and then returning back to shore half an hour
later with four people onboard. Despite police being alerted, it was
reported that on one occasion a man was taken in for questioning
despite being alone in his boat. The oﬃcials thought it strange that
he would be heading out to sea in the early evening with no ﬁshing
equipment. The same inﬂatable boat was then reported to be seen
on the back of a ﬂat bed truck being taken away by police.

The document handed to The Looker claims that police are
deliberately keeping a media cover on these stories. With the
weather set to improve over the next month and calmer seas, it is
thought that a further inﬂux is expected on our beaches over the
summer months.

A crew member of the local Inshore Lifeboat station told The
Looker: ”As an institution, we are simply here to save lives at sea
regardless of who, what or why the people have got into diﬃculty.
We have all been advised not to make any public comment on the
situation. The public seem quite unaware of the state of some of
these dinghies that these people are using and I fear it’s only a
matter of time before we have a major disaster in the Channel. One
of these boats could easily sink if it hit rough seas mid-channel and
if they were overloaded.”
The Home Oﬃce stated that in a recent meeting, Sajid Javid and
French Interior Minister Christophe Castaner held productive talks

in Westminster and vowed to increase joint co-operation following
a rise in the number of migrants attempting to cross the dangerous
shipping lane in small boats. As part of the action plan, which will
see over £6 million invested in new security equipment, there will
be a mutual commitment to conduct return operations as quickly
as possible under the Dublin Regulation. A small number of
migrants, who made the illegal journey at the end of last year, were
returned to France.
In addition, the Home Secretary and Interior Minister agreed that
migrants encountered in the Channel will be taken to the nearest safe
port, in accordance with international maritime law. This will build on
the success of the French authorities in preventing attempted
departures in French ports and beaches which has seen 44 successful
disruptions covering 267 individuals since January 2018.

Home Secretary, Sajid Javid said: “It is vital we continue to work
closely with our French partners to stop vulnerable migrants making
these treacherous crossings and tackle the people smugglers who are
putting their lives in danger. The joint action plan strengthens our
already strong relationship and increases joint action around keeping
both our borders secure and discouraging these dangerous journeys.”

However gang leaders are reportedly growing wise to the new
home oﬃce guidelines and utilising ﬁshing boats to bring the
migrants just a few miles oﬀ the shore, the Coast Watch group
claim, ensuring that they get taken to UK ports. Some are even
reported to be oﬄoading migrants into their own boats and then
reporting them stolen, so they can claim oﬀ their insurance.
Members of the public are reminded that if they see anything that
looks out of place, to call 999 immediately and ask to be put in
touch with the Coastguard.
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Hobby pilots warned about the dangers
of drones and local airports

After the long delays at Gatwick
Airport just before Christmas, new
legislation has come into force
restricting the use of all drones near
domestic airﬁelds.

The Looker was contacted by Bernard Daly
from Lydd Airport who said: “The
government has made a number of
changes within the Air Navigation Order in
respect of small unmanned aircraft (drones
etc). On the 13th March we, along with
many other large and small airports, were
given protected aerodrome status which
basically requires that anyone wishing to ﬂy
a drone (even a small toy drone in your back
garden) within our protected zones is
breaking the law unless they have

permission from the Air Traﬃc Control unit
at Lydd Airport.” He went on to state; “We
are mindful that our ATZ boundary
encloses Lydd Town, Lydd-On-Sea,
Greatstone and most of New Romney and
the owners of drones within these areas
may not be aware of the new laws. We
would be more than happy to give you
some detail which your readers and drone
owners would ﬁnd useful if you wish to
publish it.”

The new legislation also covers RadioControlled model helicopters and ﬁxed
wing aircraft. The Looker has contacted The
Lydd Model Aero Club which was formed
in 1986 as this could aﬀect their ﬂying
activities, but at the time of going to press
we have not received a reply. Some readers
may recall two local men used a drone a
couple of years ago to publish photographs
of Romney Marsh landmarks to raise
money for the Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air
ambulance. At the time John Harmer
explained to The Looker that nearly all
modern drones are ﬁtted with GPS
technology that will not let you ﬂy within
controlled airspace around airports and
other sensitive sites.

Over the past ﬁve years there has been a
rise in sales of both hobby drones and
commercial drones, which can be used by
estate agents and for aerial photography.
Currently you do not need a licence to ﬂy a
hobby drone but to use one commercially
you do. The map (below) shows the
restricted area for no-ﬂy zones including
the restricted area of Lydd and Hythe
Ranges and Dungeness Power Stations.
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Police looking for
ampliﬁer burgular

An ampliﬁer has been reported stolen in a house
burglary on Romney Marsh.

Information is being sought after the music equipment was
allegedly swiped from a house in Burmarsh, during a reported
burglary took place in Eastbridge Road between 7.15am and
5.05pm on Tuesday, March 26.

High Sheriﬀ of Kent awards
Dungeness and Dover RNLI stations

Volunteer Vice Chairman of Dungeness RNLI Fundraising
Committee, Brian Wilkinson, attends High Sheriﬀ of Kent Awards
2019 to receive an award in recognition of Dungeness RNLI
station’s contribution to the community of Kent. Both RNLI
Dungeness and RNLI Dover were recognised at the awards which
took place at the County Hall in Maidstone on Thursday 21 March.

During the incident, a
window was damaged, and
items
including
cash,
jewellery and a Pignose
ampliﬁer were reported
missing.

Pignose is a manufacturer of
portable, battery-powered
guitar ampliﬁers, as well as
AC-powered practice amps
and guitars.

Oﬃcers are appealing for
anyone with information
regarding the burglary, or the
stolen items, to call Kent
Police on 01843 222289 quoting 46/56813/19.

Alternatively, you can call the independent charity, Crimestoppers
in Kent, anonymously on 0800 555111
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The RNLI stations were alongside other charities within Kent that were
presented with an award for contribution to the county. A donation of
£312.50 was also presented to each of Dungeness and Dover RNLI
stations along with a surprise box of treats for the crew.
Jane Ashton, High Sheriﬀ of Kent says: ‘It has been a great challenge
to choose organisations for the High Sheriﬀ’s Awards. I have been
privileged to visit many charities, all dedicated and committed to
serving those in need.’

Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

Kingut receives his certiﬁcate from GWR Image courtesy of Guinness World Records

Wild Animal Park celebrates
a record breaker

FITTING

by David Wimble

FREE

BALANCING

www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

Fun for all the family
returns to the Marsh

The Marsh Vintage Amusements, who are a traditional local
travelling Funfair and the only one of its kind on the Marsh,
are
returning
to
St Mary-in-the-Marsh
from Sunday 7th to
Sunday 21st April.
The fair, known as the
Children’s
Vintage
Funfair, will be sited
next to The Star public
house. It is open from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. each
day and the cost is
only £5 for unlimited
rides (all day if you
like).

The chairman of St
Mary-in-the-Marsh
Parish
Council,
Graham
Allison,
opened the Funfair
on 7th April.

The organisers say
that they are very proud of their
attendance at St Mary-in-the-Marsh as there has only ever
been a Funfair of any kind there once before.

Port Lympne Animal Park is
celebrating the news that one of its
residents is a record breaker and it
has been oﬃcially recognised by
the Guinness World Records organisation. Having recently
celebrated his 41st birthday, the Tapir called Kingut seemed
pleased to celebrate his birthday with a special treat. Keepers
were delighted when the team from the Guiness World
Record team visited the reserve, near Ashford, to present
Kingut with his oﬃcial certiﬁcate.

Simon Jeﬀery, Animal Director said: “Kingut is a great character.
He’s a friendly and people oriented tapir and loves getting attention
from the keepers here. He’s also a
ﬁrm favourite with our visitors and
we are absolutely thrilled that he has
been recognised by the Guinness
World Record team as being oﬃcially
amazing.”

Kingut was born on 29th January
1978 at Ragunan Zoo in Jakarta and
was transferred to Port Lympne from
sister
park,
Howletts,
near
Canterbury, in 2008. Adam Millward,
Senior Editor at Guinness World
Records commented: “It’s always a
pleasure to meet our animal record
holders and Kingut was no exception.
The fact that he has already surpassed
the average lifespan of a Malayan
Kingut enjoys attention from his keeper
tapir by more than a decade is hugely Image courtesy of Guinness World Records
impressive by itself, but what amazed
me even more is just how sprightly and engaged he still is –
particularly when food is part of the equation! It was also touching
to see how loved Kingut is by the staﬀ at Port Lympne, a wildlife park
that prides itself on its spacious, naturalistic enclosures – two factors
that I’m sure must have contributed to his record-breaking longevity.”

Malayan tapirs are the largest of the ﬁve species of tapir, as well as
the only species of tapir found in Asia. They are recognisable by
their distinctive black and white markings, which act as camouﬂage
in the rainforests. In the wild, Malayan tapirs are classiﬁed as
endangered. Destruction of their natural habitat to make way for
palm oil plantations, alongside hunting, has had a major eﬀect on
their numbers.

For further information about Port Lympne, including opening
times, entry prices and special events, please visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org/portlympne
Wednesday 10th April 2019
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Positively Exotic

Incoming to Romney Marsh … thanks to
the IMOS Foundation

Romney Marsh is beginning to take on its beautiful annual
appearance. It starts with the daﬀodils and before you know it we
are overwhelmed with hedgerow ﬂowers, bird song and new born
lambs. This year we are becoming positively exotic.

As part of its ecumenical
and interfaith display at
Hope All Saints Heritage
Park the IMOS Foundation
is creating a sculpture of
Mahatma Gandhi. It is the
ﬁrst of a proposed trio of
Peacemakers.

Tireless in her eﬀorts to
bring art and interest to our
locale Creative Director
Briony Kapoor has invited
talented sculptor Nicola
Ravenscroft (pictured) to
stay as Artist in Residence at
the IMOS Foundation
studio on Fairﬁeld Road in
New Romney.

The sculpture, taking shape in clay under her skilled ﬁngers, already
resembles the great humanitarian, leader and inspiration of India’s
Independence Movement of the 1940’s. From his unique bony form
shines forth the moral force he exuded.
If anyone can capture this quality it is Nicola.

Fresh from the success of her sculpture With The Heart of A Child
unveiled at Churchill College Cambridge and exhibited at HSBC
Global Headquarters in London the artist, who honours Romney
Marsh with her interest, is delighted to be here.
“I can’t believe that there is a locale of such charm so close to
London.” Says Nicola. “The landscape is inspiring, gentle with a hint
of the remote and is welcoming if we have the sensibility to feel its
peaceful atmosphere one that tends to the eternal.”

Nicola hopes she can repay the trust that the land seems to oﬀer
by doing credit to the site at Hope All Saints where many splendid
works are already in place by Daryl Haines, Louise Durham, Lindsay
and Clive Soord, Dan Davidson and others.

Free guided tours are available all year round
www.IMOS Foundation.org
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Local residents have a clear message
Hundreds of local residents are
planning a protest march in Hythe just
days before the local elections. “Many
people over the past ﬁve years have
become fed up with councillors doing
what they think is right and not
listening to the people”, said Carole
Masters who along with friends posted
about the march which will take start
in Douglas Avenue, Hythe from
10.30am on 27th April.
The Monks Horton Parish Group also
posted, “The Residents of Folkestone and
Hythe have had enough of being ignored
and gagged. It’s time to SPEAK OUT. Our
concerns over environmental and social
issues have fallen on deaf ears for too long.
Ramping up towards the local election on
the 2nd May, let’s show the incumbents
what people power really means. Spread the
word and scribe in your diary now.”
People from across the district have started
asking why despite lots of local opposition,
planning gets passed. Shaun Kelly posted,
“Princes Parade is a classic example. I do not
know a single person who wants to build
houses along the seafront, but the council
are like Theresa May, they just ignore what
people around them are saying and just

steam on; we’ve had this with the lorry park
and also Otterpool. How many people who
live here do you know that actually think that
it will be a good idea? We all know it will be
an amazing new town, but at what cost?
New schools, doctors and children’s play
areas and yet in the rest of the district, we
still only get our grass cut a couple of times
a year.”

However, as one person posted on
Facebook,: “What is the point of protesting.
All the old fossils turn out to vote Tory and
nothing will change. The Labour Party will
have the usual nutters stating that if you vote
for them they will change the world, but with
no clear idea how to actually do it, The
Liberals had a chance of running the council
a few years ago and completely bankrupted
Shepway! The Green party are all very nice,
but they too are just anti everything and

want us to live in a time warp, where the sun
always shines! But the reality is we need local
people with a vision of how they want to
improve the area, and I’m afraid that people
are so tired of politics at the moment, I don’t
think these people will come forward.”

Barry Lancaster said, “The brexiteers won a
vote and the government ignored it and they
are much more powerful than the councils
which are all connected with the government.
Democracy has been ignored, good luck with
whatever you are trying to achieve.”

Paul Spencer said, “Hythe swimming pool is
a classic example. Instead of investing money
into the current pool, they want to build a
new one, not for the good of the people
(moving it two miles out of town) but so they
can develop the current site. They make it
sound like they are doing us a favour, but we
did not ask for it! If there was going to be a
new pool, the right place would have been at
Palmarsh where the new development is. It
would not only beneﬁt Hythe but the people
from the Marsh, another classic example of
no common sence!”

What do you think?
Email: info@thelooker.co.uk
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SEW SEW SLOWLY
THE ROMNEY MARSH TAPESTRY
Does it surprise us that there are terriﬁc
talents hidden in the windswept corners
of the Romney Marshes? Yes and No.
World class embroidery is going on in
several of our villages. In Greatstone, in
Lydd, New Romney, St Mary’s Bay,
Dymchurch Ruckinge and further oﬀ in
Broadstairs, the IMOS Foundation has
uncovered a number of brilliant women
(and one man). The project of designing
and sewing a Romney Marsh Tapestry
for the new millennium arose to
celebrate the fact that the famous
Bayeux Tapestry was sewn in Romney
wool in our area 1000 years ago.

Some of those involved over the last two
years met on Thursday 28th March at the
IMOS Foundation studios on Fairﬁeld Road,
New Romney to gather the pieces of
embroidery and lay them together to
ascertain progress. All comers were impressed
with each other’s work and congratulations
resounded. Impresario Briony Kapoor kept
issuing dire warnings about what would
happen if coﬀee were spilt on the ﬁne pale
Romney wool textile laid out on the ﬂoor.

Logistics Manager Michel La Rue clambered
up onto a stool to take photographs. Trustee
Gavin Macdonald welcomed arrivals and
ensured that they had said coﬀee and their
favourite choice of cake. A cheerful spirit
prevailed. One timorous lady, who shall
remain nameless, admitted to not having
placed a stitch was soundly scolded and given
encouragement in equal measure. The
exceptional work of Margaret Mace was
admired by all and warm wishes sent to her
where she languishes in hospital after a knee
operation.
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Bold Sue Owens is tackling a long
line of Romney Sheep. Somehow she
is managing to make each one look
individual but despite this skill is
ﬂummoxed by a sheepdog.
Mischievously she has inserted the
Hope All Saints ruined church into
the line. (This is the site of a Heritage
Park being developed by the IMOS
Foundation between New Romney
and Ivychurch).

Stalwart Nicki Jones of Lydd is
adding richly detailed buildings and
managing to make Marsh dwelling
seem a warm and happy experience. Her
work demonstrates how an individual
character can inﬂuence a world view. Jenni
Gurner completed some
very beautiful wild ﬂowers
and moving to trees is
becoming wildly creative in
her interpretation much to
everyone’s pleasure.

Silvia Mills has created a
delightful chequered St
Mary in the Marsh church to
counterpoint the exquisite
rendering of Margaret Mace’s other churches.
She found interaction with the other
embroiderers very helpful and returns to
Broadstairs to tackle four bullocks harnessed
to a plough. Their Saxon master of the 8th
Century is already very attractively complete.

Now all wait with bated breath to view the
forthcoming church of Charlotte Watkinson.
The pressure is on but Charlotte is undaunted.
Having managed a Saxon, the Doomsday
Book and one or two other subjects she is
conﬁdent and so really are we … there is
plenty still to do and it will take more time but
we have plans.

Not all the participants are mentioned here
but something must be said about Beverly
Baldwin. She is the one who will bring all the
pieces together and attach them to each
other and the backing. What a task … it is
made a little more diﬃcult by sewers
occasionally straying too near a border … but
an optimistic outlook is being relied upon to
see us through. The whole thing is such fun
and an engaging dip into both our past as
portrayed on the work and the future to

which we pass it.

The idea is, if possible, to enter the Romney
Marsh Tapestry as the IMOS Foundation
Fringe Exhibition contribution to the next
Folkestone Triennial. Then the Tapestry will be
exhibited in as many Marsh churches as
possible to allow
all locals and some
visitors to add a
few stitches. At
last we hope to
hang the work in
the new village
Hall at St Mary in
the
Marsh
–
should it be built in
time – loaning it
out sometimes for
exhibitions about
the nation and
even
abroad
notably at Bayeux.
Thanks are due as
always to our
sponsors particularly the Roger De Haan
Charitable Trust. Further contributions from
all quarters welcome as we still have to fund
a frame for the Tapestry, write and print a
catalogue and many other things not ;least
another coﬀee morning.
The Romney Marsh Tapestry Team

PS The lone man is artist Dee Taylor of
Dymchurch who contributed so much of the
artwork for the design. He is already famous
for designing the Romney Marsh Flag. As yet
we have no male embroiderer – any
volunteers? – good chance of becoming
famous over the next thousand years.

Council slammed over parking
Well it must be summer as The Looker has had a number
of letters about Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s
parking strategy. With a string of parking tickets being
issued along Princes Parade over the past week in an
action that one local resident described as ‘utter madness’.

In a letter to The Looker, Patricia Hayes said; “Hythe is like many
towns across the country. We are doing our best to retain our
local high street shops and small businesses and depend on trade
from tourists, but when overzealous parking oﬃcials placed
parking meters all along Princes Parade, they had no
consideration for the greater local economy. Yes they might get
a few thousand pounds of parking income, but their actions will
have a far deeper eﬀect on the economy. People will not chose
to come to our lovely town in the future.

“Free parking would encourage more people to shop locally, and
spend money within the town. As someone who has recently
opened a business in the town, perhaps they could consider a twohour free parking limit. This would not only help people who are
visiting for the day (who would continue to pay for long term
parking), but would help the local shops which are the heartbeat of
the community.”
Princes Parade was almost empty over the weekend despite the nice
weather with only six cars parked along the whole stretch, (with two
cars displaying parking tickets). The Hythe Resident’s Facebook page
was busy with comments about the parking meters. Tina Indaco
posted: ‘Ridiculous, Hythe town needs as much help with trade, not
turn folks away because of parking, and people like to stop and view
the sea, instead of being charged for the air that they breathe!’

Marilyn Wheeler posted; ‘Yesterday, a beautiful day and lots of
people enjoying the beach and promenade and ice cream. Today,
meters back in use, hardly anyone parked. Get rid of the councillors
who are in favour of meters and the rotten development. SAVE
PRINCES PARADE!’

It has been reported that the council are rolling out a new parking
strategy across our district over the next few months with new
parking meters heading along the coast to Dymchurch and New
Romney. One person on Facebook suggested local parking permits
which locals can use by paying a one-oﬀ annual charge (The council
already do operate such a scheme with a one-oﬀ charge of sixty
pounds).

What do you think about paying for parking across the district?
Email: info@thelooker.co.uk

THE DUNGENESS ESTATE IS A VERY SPECIAL PLACE…
and we want to keep it that way
As landowner EDF Energy is committed to maintaining the unique qualities of
Dungeness, to ensure this beautiful landscape can be protected while being enjoyed by
everyone, for years to come.
Dungeness has one of the largest areas of vegetated shingle in Europe and is
internationally important. This unique and easily-damaged landscape is home to many
rare plants, and invertebrates. It is also important for migratory birds in the spring
and autumn. The former gravel pits are important wetland sites for breeding seabirds,
wintering wildfowl, great crested newts and medicinal leeches.

So, we need your help…

•

A significant threat to this special wildlife is the
large number of people who visit each year.

Filming and photography for commercial or
student purposes requires the permission of
the landowner.

•

Dogs should be kept under close control on a lead.

Visitors are therefore asked to observe the
following rules:

•

Do not disturb the wildlife including any nests or
eggs and do not take any plants.

•

•

Please respect the privacy of local residents.

Keep to the waymarked England Coast Path
and boardwalk.

•

Observe restricted access across the shingle
foreshore.

•

If visiting by car, drivers must keep to the
roads and designated car parks – it is against
the law to drive on the shingle.

•

The lighting of fires, overnight camping and
flying of drones is strictly prohibited.

EDF Energy is proud to have been awarded the
Wildlife Trust’s Biodiversity Benchmark for Dungeness.
This is an important and protected landscape.
Please treat it with care,
and consideration.
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Oh My Dog!

So you want to get a dog? or a
second dog or even a third!
That's great! but do you go for a rescue dog
or maybe a puppy from a breeder?

It's a very tricky question that has a lot of
people scratching their heads as to what to
do. Getting a dog, be it the first in your
household, an additional dog or even a
doggy to follow up from a dear friend you
have recently lost is great, however it's so
difficult to decide which path to take.
To make this very important decision there
are a number of questions you need to
answer and of course the way our society is
today, everyone, including those people you
don't know, will have an opinion of what
your decision should be.

It's likely to be a decision based on emotion
as to what choice you make. Of course it
really should be a well thought out, well
researched, a logical decision. Sadly, many
times, it's a decision made solely by the
heart, which I can totally understand,
however get this decision wrong and
everyone suffers, maybe that's a reason why
there are so many dogs going into rescue
centres today?

Many people have very strong opinions in
favour of getting a rescue dog for your
home. I understand why, however should it
really be your responsibility to "rescue" a
dog based on other peoples poor decisions
before you? Is it really your responsibility to
take on a dog that might not be suitable for
your home, who's past you no nothing of?
Do you have the time to welcome them
properly? Do you have the time to settle
them in? Are you prepared to work on any
behavioral issues they may come with?
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None of these questions should stop you
from getting a rescue, but be clear in your
mind that you will have to answer "yes" to
all of these to take on a rescue.

Social media today will pressure you into
getting a rescue, because "how can you get
a puppy when there's thousands of dogs
without a home?"

I can see this point, it's a very good point,
but like I said, is it going to be right for you
given what you want, please don't make a
decision that isn't right for you because you
feel getting a rescue is what you should do.
I suppose my opinion on this matter isn't
going to make me popular, however it is
what I feel. Rescue dogs can give you a
wonderful companion and you are giving
them a chance to have a wonderful life, but
it's is not all sweetness and light. Consider
your options carefully before you decide.

On the flip side, you could choose a puppy.
Taking care to do your research on what dog
is best for you and your families
circumstances. Puppies are fun and cute, but
be clear that they are hard work and you
need to have the time to invest in them to
help them grow and develop well.

One final point, I don't think you are failing
in your civic duty by not getting a rescue, I
think you should carefully consider what's
right for you. When you are ready to make
that decision at least you will then be sure
you have given yourself the best chance of
success with your new addition to the family.
Further information about Paws, Claws
& More can be found at
www.pawsclawsandmorekent.co.uk or
by calling: 07572 427449
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The Fifth Continent Scheme monitors
the Marsh

The National Lottery Heritage Funded
Fifth
Continent
Landscape
Partnership Scheme is delivering a
number of exciting community led
heritage and wildlife projects across
the Romney Marshes area.

The scheme is half way through the 4-year
project, which allows communities to
acknowledge their surroundings and become
more involved, whilst protecting and
celebrating all that makes Romney Marsh’s
unique landscape so important and evocative.

The Marsh’s own special wildlife is a key
element of the Scheme and Biodiversity
Oﬃcer Stan Smith is leading on the
‘Monitoring of the Marsh’ programme. This
involves recording and monitoring key
species and habitats across the Marsh,
providing training and support for local
volunteers and through this, improving
people’s knowledge of plants and animal
life on Romney Marsh.
Working in partnership with Kent and
Sussex Records Centres, a series of training
courses are starting this summer to provide

anyone with an interest with new skills so
that we can build up a network of recorders
to gather as much information about the
wildlife of the marsh as possible. These are
listed in the panel.

Come and ﬁnd out about recording, Drop
in event at Ivychurch village hall, Saturday
27th April 11.00am-3.00pm.

Pop in for a chat and a piece of cake to ﬁnd
out what wildlife recording is all about. By
getting involved you’ll learn more about the
wildlife around you and how the plants and
animals you see can be vitally important.
Plus get out in the fresh air with likeminded people and explore new areas of
Romney Marsh. No prior knowledge
necessary, open to all.
Or already doing some recording? We’d love
you to come and tell us about it. Would you
like to visit some new places? Plus get
access to new equipment and resources.

Monthly recording task days will take
place every second Monday of the month
(commencing 13 May 2019) and are open to
anyone, with no prior knowledge
necessary. Each month a diﬀerent site
around the Marsh will be visited and record
taken of as many plants and animals as we
can. Training will be given and at each visit we
will focus on a diﬀerent species group, some
sessions will be based at a single site whilst
others will take the form of a gentle stroll.

We have even created an interactive map
of Romney Marsh where you can add your
wildlife sightings at any time. Take a look at
https://ﬁfthcontinent.org.uk/wildliferecording/
To become volunteer wildlife recorder or
to ﬁnd out more visit
https://ﬁfthcontinent.org.uk or email
stan.smith@kentwildlife.org.uk

MONTHLY RECORDING TASK DAYS – 2nd Monday Of The Month
Each month we will visit a different site around the Marsh and record as many
plants and animals as we can. Training will be given and at each visit we will focus
on a different species group, some sessions will be based on a single site whilst

others will take the form of a gentle stroll. In addition to this regular programme
there is a series of special events where you can learn more about speciﬁc groups
from experts in their ﬁelds.

DATE

EVENT

COURSE DETAILS

LOCATION

FURTHER
INFORMATION

LEADER

Ongoing

Seaweeds Exhibition

This exhibition is now open to the public and now gives visitors the
chance to learn a bit more about the seaweeds we ﬁnd around the
coast of Kent and learn how they have been used for centuries to
make everything from medicines and other health care products
through to food items.

Romney
Marsh Visitor
Centre

Open to all

Ian Tittley

12/05/19

Overlooked Mammals
of Kent

This event will be a mix of ﬁeld work to survey the site for
mammals using specialist humane trapping techniques to allow
us to capture, study and then re-release before moving into the
classroom to learn more about our native small mammal species
and help develop ID skills.

Romney
Marsh
Visitor
Centre

Age 16+
Spaces strictly limited

Jon Bramley

17/06/19

Plant Identiﬁcation for
Beginners

A day for those who would like to begin identifying wild
ﬂowers. Participants will learn basic tips to help them recognise
some of the main plant families and how to identify some of the
ﬂower species that they see around Romney Marsh. No prior
knowledge is required.

St Peter
& Paul
Newchurch

Age 16+

Lesley Mason

29/06/19

Medicinal Leeches

Join us for a chance to learn more about these wonderful but
underappreciated creatures who have made the Romney Marshes
their home. Have a go at pond dipping and see what else we can
ﬁnd.

Romney
Marsh Visitor
Centre

Suitable for all ages,
children must be with a
responsible adult.

Dr Phil Wilkin

For more information and how to book please visit www.ﬁfthcontinent.org.uk/whats-on
Or contact the Fifth Continent Biodiversity Officer stan.smith@kentwildlife.org.uk | 01622 357897
This Scheme is a partnership of organisations led by Kent Wildlife Trust and supported by the The National Lottery Heritage Fund.
The partnership includes; Ashford Borough Council, Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Kent and Medway Biological Records Centre, Visit Kent, Natural England, Kent County Council, Romney Resource Centre, Rother District Council, The MACH, Romney Marsh Countryside Partnership, RSPB, Folkestone and Hythe District Council, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Environment Agency, The Diocese
of Canterbury and Romney Marsh Area Internal Drainage Board.
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A Life In Bondage!
007 MAGAZINE is the longest running James Bond magazine in the world and one of the longest
running independent film magazines on the market. As 007 MAGAZINE celebrates its 40th anniversary
(1979-2019), LUKE G. WILLIAMS chats with the man who has edited the publication for four decades –
GRAHAM RYE – about his amazing career within publishing and the world of 007.
I’ve remained a loyal reader of 007 MAGAZINE ever since
discovering a copy for sale in the Forest Hill branch of W.H.
Smith in 1988, and have lost count of the number of times
an issue has taken my breath away with a stunning pictorial
of never-before-seen stills, or a thought-provokingly original
article, interview or retrospective. Since 1982, the man at
the helm of 007 MAGAZINE has been Graham Rye, a multitalented Southall-born designer, photographer and writer.
In the 36 years since Rye assumed the editorial reins of 007
MAGAZINE, he has self-published 57 issues, including many
editions of its ‘sister’ publications’, 007 MAGAZINE ARCHIVE
FILES and 007 MAGAZINE Special Publications. In the face
of changing trends in publishing and distribution that have
made it virtually impossible for an independently produced
magazine to get on the shelves of W.H. Smith, like 007
MAGAZINE did back in the 1980s, there is something
incredibly inspiring about Rye’s dogged perseverance to
continue producing a high-quality magazine that 007 fans
worldwide can enjoy.

world in its breadth, depth and sheer volume of rare images,
particularly from the earlier Bond films. When famed
celebrity photographer Terry O’Neill was working on his
book, All About Bond – a compilation of his best work on a
variety of Bond films – Rye found material in his archives
that O’Neill had thought lost for years and no other picture
agency had been able to source.
Born in 1951, Rye’s interest in Bond was first ignited when
his father took him to a showing of Dr. No at their local
Odeon in 1962 when he was 11. “My Dad turned to me one
day and said: ‘we’re going to the cinema tomorrow evening
to see a film I think you’re going to enjoy.’”, Rye recalls. “I
hadn’t a clue what Dr. No was before I saw it. I didn’t know
anything about it. Anyway, we went… and I sat there in the
cinema and was completely blown away. I’d never seen
anything like it in the cinema or on television or anywhere
else before. It was a bit scary in that dark cinema as an
eleven-year-old… the curtains opened and suddenly those

ABOVE: (top) 007 MAGAZINE publisher Graham Rye – 2017 in his Lydd-based office... (middle) ...in 1994 with guests
George Lazenby (James Bond), Lois Maxwell (Miss Moneypenny), Desmond Llewellyn (Q) at his event at Pinewood
Studios... BOTTOM: (left) ...with Ian Fleming’s nephews Fergus and James Fleming in 2017... (right) ...with Christopher
Lee at Pinewood Studios in 1996.

Although 007 MAGAZINE retails in specialist film
memorabilia stores internationally, its main point of
sale is now via its website www.007magazine.com.
Nevertheless, unlike many other ‘fan’ magazines the high
standards and professionalism of his publication have never
been compromised, as Rye himself explains as we sit
discussing his career over a cup of tea (it was too early for a
vodka martini) one afternoon recently at his home in Lydd,
Kent. With obvious pride, he enthuses: “007 MAGAZINE has
always been about showing people things they haven’t seen
before and won’t see anywhere else – that’s the abiding
ethos that has always remained. I like to use exclusive
articles and interviews that I know are going to be
accompanied by exclusive photographs – because ninetenths of the time nobody else has them.”
Certainly, Rye’s photographic library of Bond material, the
007 MAGAZINE ARCHIVE, which he generously spent
several hours showing me, is unmatched anywhere in the
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white dots came across the screen; then there were these
weird high-pitched electronic sounds and I thought: what
on earth is this all about? Then, the screen opened out and
I was looking down a gun barrel… incredible! I was totally
mesmerised by the whole thing.”

One of Rye’s central theses, which he returns to repeatedly
throughout our conversation, is that Dr. No changed the
fabric and vocabulary of modern cinema. “There’s so much
interwoven into that first film,” he passionately points out
with conviction. “It was a seminal experience and it has had
a resonance with me for the rest of my life. Connery was
such an incredible presence on screen; there had been
nobody like him before. That’s why I divide cinema into two
eras – BC and AC – Before Connery and After Connery. The
film world was so different before him, with all those
‘anyone for tennis’ ‘jolly hockey sticks’ sort of English actors,
who disappeared from starring roles after Connery came
along. Certainly by the time of Goldfinger in 1964 a lot of

those ‘old school’ English actors were not seen in lead roles
any longer.”
Warming to this theme, Rye adds: “In fact, I think the Bond
movies changed cinema totally. Before Dr. No there wasn’t
anything so hard-hitting. There wasn’t anything like that sort
of level of violence in a movie before Dr. No was released. I
can remember the sharp intake of breath in the audience
when Bond shot Professor Dent – the idea that the hero
would cold bloodedly shoot somebody was unheard of.
Peter Hunt’s editing was also vital; action films and thrillers
would not have progressed the way they did had it not been
for his work on Dr. No.
Rye also pinpoints other key creative forces that laid the
foundations for the 57-year long Bond series. “It’s essential
to credit John Barry’s music, Ken Adam’s sets and Maurice
Binder’s fantastic graphic credit titles that established the
series’ initial impact and Robert Brownjohn’s iconic credit
title creations for From Russia With Love and Goldfinger. All
these elements melded together into a fantastic cocktail that
was totally seductive to the subconscious. Once you’ve taken
those images on board they stay in your mind and rattle
around in there forever. The Bond films from 1962 to 1969
weren’t just hugely successful pieces of popular
entertainment – they were works of art. They had an
aesthetic quality about them that the later films, certainly
in the Roger Moore era, never had. None of the films that
followed later on, with the possible exception of parts of
2006’s Casino Royale, measured up to those Sixties Bonds.”
Rye also mounts a passionate defence of Bond’s superiority
to other major film franchises. “As great and wonderful as
people think the Star Wars series and Harry Potter films are,
I don’t think there are any set-pieces in any of those films
that have that ability, that resonance, to burn themselves
into your mind like the Bond films did. Again, that’s a
consequence of the wonderful cocktail of talent that was
pumped into the visual imagery – the light that burnt
through the celluloid onto the screen seared itself directly
into your brain; Adam’s sets, Barry’s music, Connery’s ability
to move as well as he did in the action scenes… everything
just comes together as a perfect fit; a perfect dovetail joint.”
On a personal level, Rye also credits the Bond movies with
expanding his mind and world-view. “As a schoolboy I was
never very academic but when I read Ian Fleming’s books
they stretched my mind; there were things in those books I
didn’t understand on first reading but I wanted to
understand them so I read them again and again, I looked
things up. When I read about various products that Fleming
introduced in his books, whether it was a French-named
soap, or a fancy foodstuff or handmade cigarettes or
whatever, I wanted to find them all. My ability to understand
the world was enlarged by Bond. The Bond films and books
helped me realise there was so much more out there in the
world one could reach for than anyone had ever shown me
or led me to believe when I was at school.”
Certainly, Rye possesses the maverick persona and
determination that characterise many self-taught and
independent spirits, having left school at 16 with a sole ‘O’
Level in Art (and “the headmaster’s boot print still fresh on
my backside”). However, undaunted by a lack of academic
qualifications, Rye managed to carve out a highly successful
career for himself in advertising, progressing from
messenger boy to studio manager of a London advertising
art studio, before also diversifying into freelance graphic
design and photography.
Rye’s mania for all things Bond led him to become involved
with The James Bond British Fan Club, established in 1979
by a Bond fan and QPR supporter who, in 1983, offered Rye
the opportunity to take over the club, its publication ‘007’
and its zero balance bank account. Rye brought a new ethos
of professionalism to the design and editorial quality and
re-christened the publication 007 MAGAZINE – a truly
incredible achievement given the limited budgets he has
worked with over the years. Similarly impressive, is the
number of Bond celebrities who have been interviewed in
the pages of 007 MAGAZINE – from 007 actors George
Lazenby, Roger Moore, Timothy Dalton, Pierce Brosnan and
Daniel Craig to directors Lewis Gilbert, John Glen and
Michael Apted, as well as writers Kingsley Amis, John
Pearson and John Gardner and many more.

When asked to assess Rye’s qualities, his former personal
assistant Jamie Beerman spoke glowingly of his former
boss’s commitment to the world of 007, citing his
“dedication, long hours, very long hours and obscenely late
nights.” Beerman also adds; tongue only slightly in cheek,
that Rye “has a second-to-none knowledge of his subject
matter. Who was the milkman at Pinewood when Sean
Connery was filming the volcano sequence on You Only Live
Twice? Graham can tell you. Well, that’s a bit of an
exaggeration – but you get the picture. There isn’t much, if
anything, he doesn’t know about Bond.”
Rye's independent spirit is also a key ingredient in what
makes 007 MAGAZINE so unique, as John Cork, the
respected Bond scholar and documentary filmmaker who
produced the acclaimed documentaries for MGM's DVD
release of the Bond series in 2000, is keen to emphasise.
“Graham has a unique position in the world of Bond
fandom,” Cork points out. “Most fan-driven publications
work hard to curry favour with their subject. It's the nature
of the beast. Graham has no patience for that. He's totally
independent and that makes 007 MAGAZINE different. Each
issue is a love-letter to the world of Bond. Each issue is
created out of passion – and I don't believe Graham does
anything about which he's not passionate. But most
importantly, each issue makes no apologies. If he does not
love something, he will let the reader know.”
As well as overseeing the transformation of ‘007’ from a
resolutely amateur fan rag to the Rolls Royce-quality 007
MAGAZINE, with production and design values that put
many mainstream publications to shame, Rye, during his
tenure as President of The James Bond 007 International
Fan Club & Archive, also transformed 007 ‘fan’ culture with
a series of ground-breaking events which resurrected and
revitalised the public face of several 007 series’ luminaries,
as well as rescuing many props from the Bond series from
oblivion. In 1990, the 007 convention he organised at
Pinewood Studios featured the largest collection of props
from the Bond films that had ever been displayed, most of
which had not been seen in public before and probably
wouldn’t have ever been seen afterwards at several ‘official’
exhibits had Rye not retrieved them from EON’s then
chaotic, dusty and pigeon-soiled ‘archive’.
“Oh my God, it nearly killed me,” he recalls with a
deliberately exaggerated groan when describing the leadup to the convention. “In the three days before the weekend
event, I had three hours’ sleep in those three days. By the
time I arrived at the studios on the Saturday morning I was
a walking zombie. However, the fact I’d been able to
persuade Pinewood Studios to agree, for the first time ever,
to let somebody outside the film industry organise an event
there for members of the public and also hire a soundstage
was something special in itself I think.
“Thankfully, I also persuaded EON Productions to say: ‘Yes,
you can use anything you can find in any of the storage
areas we have at Pinewood.’ They had little idea of what they
had in there. It was as if somebody had given me the key to
Fort Knox. I hired a couple of labourers to help me move all
the stuff and I had to get a forklift truck and pay for all that.
Therefore, at my expense, we moved all those props,
cleaned them and put them on display on Pinewood’s ‘B’
Stage. So suddenly for the first time, EON Productions had
a complete inventory of everything they had at Pinewood
and it had all been cleaned and filed away correctly at my
expense – wasn’t that good of me!”, he says with more than
a little irony.
Rye pinpoints the first day of the convention, when club
members viewed the props exhibit for the first time, as
perhaps the defining moment of his career in ‘Bondage’.
“When the electric door on the soundstage moved up and
opened very slowly and the 250 fan club members on the
other side saw this Aladdin’s cave of material, it was
incredible. Everyone gasped. The awe and wonderment on
those people’s faces - kids, adults, everyone – you couldn’t
put a value on it quite frankly. That was quite something.
The fact that we got various people who were connected
with the films to come along as well was great… but that
display on ‘B’ stage was something really special… but
Christ, the work that was involved, it was exhausting. Some
of the items I found in those storerooms was unbelievable,

ABOVE TOP: (left) 007 MAGAZINE (1988). (middle) Big sale at Christie’s first James Bond auction (1998).
(right) 007 MAGAZINE (2018).
ABOVE: (left) The refurbished Moon Buggy from 1971’s Diamonds Are Forever at Pinewood Studios (1994).
(right) The second edition of Graham Rye’s book, The James Bond Girls (1995).

out of this world and after sorting through it I was black with
dirt, literally, from head to toe, like a coalminer.”
Over the years, Rye has also been responsible for preserving
and rescuing several iconic props from the Bond series.
Oddjob's steel-rimmed bowler hat from Goldfinger, which
was part of Rye's archive for over 10 years, was eventually
sold at auction at Christie's for £62,000 in 1998 to EON
Productions (the highest price ever reached for a Bond series
prop). Meanwhile the Moon Buggy vehicle, which featured
in Diamonds Are Forever, was discovered in an abject state
by Rye, who then painstakingly supervised its restoration,
prior to its 10-year display in Planet Hollywood, Las Vegas.
Another iconic event organised by Rye was a special On Her
Majesty’s Secret Service themed Christmas lunch, which
reunited cast members George Lazenby, Lois Maxwell and
Desmond Llewelyn for the first time since the film’s original
release in 1969 and gave Bond fans their first chance to
meet Lazenby at an internationally attended event.
The audience reception afforded the second cinematic 007
was rapturous.
It is worth noting that Rye’s championing of Lazenby and
OHMSS over the years, including devoting several issues of
007 MAGAZINE to the film, has been one of the key forces
in rehabilitating what was once seen as the ‘black sheep’ of
the Bond series to its rightful reputation as one of the artistic
highlights of the franchise.
It is also hard to dispute the assertion that Graham Rye was
a “trailblazer as far as Bond conventions were concerned;
the first to organise conventions at Pinewood Studios and
those events have earned a place in Bond history.” Rye
expands on this theme, when asked to consider how the
‘Bond fan industry’ has changed over the last couple of
decades. “I think it’s fair to say that I started the ball rolling
with Bond events and autograph signings. These things had
never been done before in a professionally organised
fashion. In those days guests appeared at my events for
expenses only because they knew they were going to be
treated with respect and were going to be well looked after.
Quite naturally, they also enjoyed the attention. Some of
those people we brought out of the shadows … I mean
some of them hadn’t been heard of or seen for years and in
a small way it resurrected their careers on the public circuit.”

However, the culture of autograph shows and conventions
has been changed forever in recent years, as Rye explains:
“I did just about all that could be done with that format and
retired from producing events in 1999. From about the early
2000s it started to become more of a commercial business
for others who moved into the Bond event vacuum left by
my withdrawal. They used and adapted my original ideas.
People signed autographs but they signed them for a fee,
which was fair enough. I’ve certainly never had a problem
with people earning money from their signatures. At that
time between 1990 and 1999, everyone was happy to take
part on the basis they’d be treated to a great day out – and
they were – and were very well looked after.”
As he pauses to reflect on a professional career in Bondage
that is now into its fourth decade, Rye admits that it hasn’t
always been easy carrying the burden of an independent
magazine: “It’s given me a huge amount of pleasure, as well
as a huge amount of frustration and disappointment. I’ve
met some wonderful people, some very pleasant and
interesting people. I’ve also met some people I wish I
hadn’t... but I won’t dwell on them. My involvement with
James Bond has expanded my horizons. I’ve travelled to
many places around the world I wouldn’t otherwise
have visited.”

The change in ‘fan’ and ‘internet’ culture has also
necessitated a change in Rye's approach, a challenge that,
John Cork argues, the magazine has met: "It used to be that
publications like 007 MAGAZINE had to spend much of their
time just chasing down the news and presenting it to the
readers. That world is gone. We get Facebook posts and
Tweets with seemingly every minor update from the world
of Bond. 007 MAGAZINE has had to change to survive and
it has risen to that challenge. I always look forward to what
will be in the next issue because I know it will be filled with
great images and challenging content."
Amen to that; Graham Rye and 007 MAGAZINE have
certainly expanded the horizons of Bond fans worldwide
over the past 40 years – giving them insights, information
and experiences centred on their cinematic hero that
otherwise would have been denied them – that is Graham
Rye’s legacy… and long may it continue.
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Lifeboat launched after
distress signal is
picked up

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

Dungeness Lifeboat crew had an early awakening last
Sunday when they went to sea after an emergency
transponder was picked up by coastguards.
The Shannon Lifeboat named The Morrell, was asked to search
12 miles south east of Dungeness to the position that the
transponder was picked up.

The crew carried out two searches of the area in fair but foggy
conditions, but no vessel could be found and the lifeboat was stood
down by the Coastguard after a 3 hour search.

The lifeboat was recovered and made ready for next service by
10.50am.

Coxswain, Stuart Adams says: ‘A good performance from our
volunteer crew in foggy conditions with poor visibility. Great
teamwork was shown throughout.’
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CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266
Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com

Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN

Page 18

Wednesday 10th April 2019
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and security lighting
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Travel Trends for 2019
With travel hitting the headlines with
‘stay-at-home vacations’ going up by
25% this year with fears over Brexit and
how it will affect us at ports and
airports, we thought we would look at
some travel options that you may want
to consider. Our Editor has spent a lot
of time doing his ‘other job’ travelling
the world and shares some of his
experiences here
Do you dream about exploring this big and
beautiful world we live in? You probably have a
list of places you are eager to visit, have read
about or were recommended by friends. It’s time
to begin to live your dreams. It’s time to
celebrate life and create memories. Studies have
shown that travel connects us, educates us,
reduces stress and makes us happy. Couples that
travel together even have a deeper connection
to one another and better sex lives.
There are many powerful, varied and deeply
personal reasons why people travel.
You may feel like you are stuck in a rut in your
daily life and yearning for something exciting
and different. You may be craving new
experiences and new challenges.
Imagine finding your way around a busy city and
ordering a meal where you don’t even speak the
language. Travel helps you step out of your
comfort zone and pushes you to your limits.
Seeing the world is more than educational … it
helps us discover how the rest of the world lives.
Each destination is unique in its culture, cuisine
and customs. The knowledge gained surpasses
anything you may read in a book and will
remain with you forever. You may even gain a
deeper appreciation of faith and spirituality.
Getting away from home gives you the
opportunity to reflect on your life. You will
expand your mind and learn more about
yourself. You will come home knowing yourself
better and with a fresh perspective on what you
want out of your life . . . this experience is life
changing. It is so easy to lose sight of what we
have in our daily lives. Exploring another place
will give you a fresh appreciation of your country,
home and “real” life. And you will realize that
there truly is no place like home.
Travel brings people together and strengthens
important bonds. In our busy lives we may forget
how important the lovely people around us are.
You will find that travel deepens friendships and
family relationships and reminds us how good it
feels to spend time together and focus on one
another and time spent together.
Adventure travel is exhilarating and may help
you conquer fears. Studies have shown that
humans crave new experiences and travel helps
us tap into that craving.
It may be hiking in Patagonia, climbing Machu
Picchu, diving in the Great Barrier Reef, bungee
jumping in New Zealand or simply paddle
boarding in Costa Rica. You will feel a sense of
accomplishment and return home with the the
best souvenir of all: a memory!
Finally, travel has the power to, not only escape,
but often heal. A demanding job, a bad
breakup, the loss of a loved one, and most any
challenging situation can surely be healed by
travel. You will return home more at peace with
yourself and your challenging situations.
“The World is a book and those who do not
travel only read a page”
Wondering where well-heeled travelers are

headed this year? Virtuoso, the world’s largest
luxury travel network, surveyed more than 1,000
of its advisors around the globe to discover
2019’s hottest trends. Here are the key findings,
along with a few trip ideas to inspire your own
wanderlust. We have broken down our
suggestions into two categories, ‘Splash Out’ for
that once in a lifetime big spend and ‘Steal’
which is for those who are after that amazing
deal.

TOP TRAVEL TRENDS
1. Multigenerational travel. 2. Active or
adventure trips. 3. River cruising.
4. Luxury cruising. 5. Celebration travel.
Splash Out: Commemorate the 75th
anniversary of D-Day on a seven-night
AmaWaterways river cruise, which visits the
Allied beaches in Normandy while sailing seven
nights roundtrip from Paris. £5,900.
Steal: Get a whole new perspective on the
London Eye during a sunset cocktail cruise along
the River Thames, enjoying the day’s last rays
with sparkling wine and live jazz. £58.

TOP GLOBAL DESTINATIONS
1. Italy. 2. France. 3. South Africa.
4. United States. 5. Iceland.
Splash Out: Board the legendary Belmond
Venice Simplon-Orient Express for a two-day
luxury rail journey to Venice, followed by two
nights at the newly restored Gritti Palace
overlooking the Grand Canal. £8340.
Steal: Visit the Vatican Museums and other
Eternal City highlights with a opodo.co.uk
vacation package that includes roundtrip airfare
from London and a four-night Rome hotel stay.
£582.

TOP FAMILY TRAVEL DESTINATIONS
1. Italy. 2. Mexico. 3. Hawaii.
4. Orlando (Florida, USA).
Splash Out: Goofy and his pals join you for
breakfast at the Four Seasons Resort Orlando,
where a three-night stay lets you take full
advantage of a multi-day ticket to all four Disney
theme parks. £2,250.
Steal: Treat the family to a day at Disneyland
Paris — with Sleeping Beauty’s Castle, the Pirates
of the Caribbean ride, Disney Stars on Parade

and other Orlando staples, your kids will never
know the difference. £150.

TOP EMERGING DESTINATIONS
1. Japan. 2. Croatia. 3. Iceland. 4. Portugal.
5. Egypt.
Splash Out: Make The Peninsula Tokyo your
posh base for nine nights in Japan while you
show your British pride during the 2019 Rugby
World Cup, when England takes on Argentina
(October 5) and France (October 12). £6,950.
Steal: Find your Zen in Holland Park’s peaceful
Kyoto Garden before heading to the new Japan
House on Kensington High Street, where you’ll
be immersed in cultural exhibits, workshops, and
authentic omotenashi hospitality. Free entry to
both.

TOP CITIES
1. Paris. 2. Rome and New York City (tie).
3. Cape Town. 4. London. 5. Tokyo.
Splash Out: Spend two delectable days at the
newly restored Ritz Paris, joining a two-hour
pastry-making class in the hotel’s esteemed
culinary school before a wine-pairing dinner at
two Michelin-star L’Espadon restaurant. £2,150.
Steal: Nosh your way through Paris’ Saint
Germain des Prés neighborhood on a threehour gourmet walking tour, stopping to taste
olives from Aix-en-Provence, French onion soup
at Le Procope, and goat milk cheese in the Saint
Germain Market. £205.

TOP TRAVEL MOTIVATIONS
1. Exploring new destinations. 2. Crossing off
bucket-list items. 3. Seeking authentic
experiences. 4. Rest and relaxation.
5. Spending time or reconnecting with
loved ones.
Splash Out: Cruise the Norwegian fjords in
Queens Grill comfort aboard Cunard’s Queen
Victoria on a seven-night voyage that’s perfectly
timed for the summer solstice. £9,230.
Steal: Join thousands of modern-day druids at
Stonehenge to celebrate the solstice, which
officially arrives at the ancient stone circle at
4.54am BST on June 21. Free; £15 for car park.
All prices quoted are based on double occupancy
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It’s time to
change the
way we do
local politics
David has lived all his life on Romney Marsh. As a child he
spent summers playing in the local elds, having time on the
beaches and growing up in a community where he played
with children of neighbours.
He attended Thurlow House School (in Spital eld Lane,
now long gone) then the St Nicolas local primary school and
Southlands Comprehensive. From the age of 16 he ran his
own mobile disco and entertained many local families at
weddings and functions in the local pubs, hotels and holiday
camps. At the age of 18 he became a full time professional
DJ and entertainer and over the coming years worked for large
international agencies in the UK and across most of Europe.
In the 1990s he set up his own entertainment agency (Allied
Entertainment) and supplied live bands, entertainers and
DJs to 38 holiday parks and over 50 hotels in London and
the South East.This lead to him opening a shop called Allied
Sound and Light which employed 8 staff and over 150 acts
and bands.
With a love of radio, he set up Romney Marsh FM and over
a 4 year period broadcast 8 restricted service licence radio
stations each lasting for 28 days.
In 2010 he launched The Looker, a free community newspaper, after being disillusioned with the coverage that bookstall
papers gave the Romney Marsh. The original black and white
editions proved popular and won a number of newspaper
and publishing awards. Now, as we approach the paper’s
ninth anniversary, the publication is full colour with thousands of copies being distributed by the team of volunteers
and employees.
David volunteered for the RNLI at Littlestone Lifeboat for several
years starting as a shore helper from the age of 14 and then
later, joined the crew. He also worked for the RNLI on the
River Thames as a full time Lifeboat man and has a citation
from the RNLI stating that he saved 34 lives from shipwreck
during his service with the institution – something of which
he is very proud.
Over the past 7 years he has established Marsh Media,
which as well as taking over the publishing of The Looker,
also operates Radiowaves, a business supplying onboard
radio stations to the cruise ship industry, including ships
for Cunard, P&O, Windstar, Marella, Thompson and local
company, Saga.
Although for the past four years he has frequently traveled
overseas he is now in the position of being able to work from
home for most of the year.
David is very proud of New Romney and its people and
hopes he can depend on your votes on 2 May.
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Here we go again!
In my last manifesto I stated that nearly 500 houses were being
planned for our town... at the time I was told by the Tory candidate
that I was scaremongering and that only 160 homes were being
planned. To date, in the last 5 years, over 700 houses have either
been built or are in the process of being built. Nearly every planning
application has been backed by our current councillors! The reason
why? Because the Tory run council whipped them to vote for the
new builds, one of which is now being built on a Green Field site
within the boundary of New Romney town.
With nearly 500 more homes already being planned (with planning
applications at various stages of completion) I worry that we will
just be a cash cow for Folkestone and Hythe District Council; for
every house that is built the council gets a cash bonus from the
government, plus the obvious council tax revenue.
Of cers and councillors sitting in their of ces in Folkestone do
not care about the lack of infrastructure on the Marsh... they just
try to make the bottom line on their spread sheets look good for
projects within Folkestone!
As an independent candidate the only people that I answer to are
you, the local residents!

What are the key factors I will stand for?
I am against the building of hundreds of new houses in our town,
and also believe that where there is a need for new housing, a large
proportion of it should be affordable housing.
In a recent survey the ‘average’ cost of new housing being offered
for sale by local developers ranges from £400,000 to £460,000.
Many people working locally simply cannot afford this! What
chance have school leavers got of being able to buy or rent local
property in the area? I would encourage more affordable social
housing via housing associations.
I have put forward the idea of a local business mentoring group.
As someone who has had my own companies over a 35 year
period, I realise how daunting it is to set up a small company. I
would like to get together a small group of local businessmen
and women along with representatives from professions
such as accountants, bank managers etc. to set up a mentoring
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service for people who want to explore the process of setting up
their own business and also to work alongside the Marsh Academy
to help people who are leaving education to look into the possibility.
When I was last serving on the District Council, I had a drop-in
surgery 11 times a year and dealt with local residents’ enquiries.
This is something that has not been seen over the last term by
either of our elected representatives. I would re-introduce these
and also make myself available to talk and meet with local residents.
Local Infrastructure
With over 1600 new residents moving into our beautiful town
since the last election, something needs to be done about our
infrastructure.
Our Doctors’ surgeries are at an all time state of overcrowding,
with new residents struggling to even register at a local surgery.
The same can be said for dentists (you try to make an appointment
with an NHS Dentist...good luck!)
Our schools are not prepared for another potential 1000 children
in their current form, without major investment.
A proven record
It has been well documented that I was the lone councillor to
battle against the entire council to have the parking strategy
overturned. If I had not done so, there would have been parking
meters all the way through every High Street in the district. This is
already rearing its head again with parking meters being installed
on Princess Parade in Hythe, very much against the wishes of
the local residents. Do you honestly think that a Tory Councillor
will vote against this? Of course not - they are the very cause of it!
When Stagecoach dropped its 101 bus service via New Romney
High Street, through The Looker Newspaper, I helped petition
the Canterbury head of ce for the South East Region. My efforts
surely went a long way into getting the service reinstated.
When a local public house (the Cinque Ports Arms) received
complaints about live bands making too much noise I worked
both with Folkestone and Hythe District Council’s Environmental
Of cers and the pub’s owners, to install a sound limiter, set within the legal requirements. I then attended the venue for sound
checks with the of cers to ensure that the unit was signed off and
passed. I also assisted with similar problems at Sotirios 103 Bar
at Greatstone.
Within the ward of New Romney we now have ve public houses
and four licensed private premises, all of which not only add to
the charm of our town but provide over 60 jobs within the community.
We should be doing everything we can to support these venues.
Local health
I am keen to try to implement Romney Doctors, to follow in the
footsteps of what the surgeries in Dover have done, by introducing
a new way of dealing with patients. It is well known that some of
doctors’ time is spent chatting with as well as treating patients.
In Dover, a new system has been introduced whereby one contacts
the surgery by telephone and leaves basic information about why
they wish to see the doctor. In many cases these problems can
be dealt with by practice nurses. If necessary, the doctor can talk
to you on the telephone and prescribe medication afterwards,
leaving more time for the doctors to see patients requiring
urgent treatment.

should be a condition that a house be made available (in a similar
way as a vicarage) for incoming doctors, thereby providing an
incentive for them to join a practice within the town. This is something
I still believe would help our local shortages.
Playing politics
The current Tory-lead council has released data stating that it has
maintained services across the district with a 1.92 percent raise in
council taxes (no doubt helped by the signi cant subsidies the
council has had from the building of 100s of new houses in our area!).
I would like to ask a simple question: If you would really like to
see an improvement in our local services and regeneration would
you rather have a 5% rise in your council tax with the proviso that
you don’t suffer the threat of more houses and more burden on
our infrastructure? I think most people in this town would rather
pay another few pounds per year as long as the investment was
ring-fenced to be spent on our town! Nobody likes paying taxes,
but it is a reality of the world - if you want grass cut and public
buildings such as libraries paid for, someone has to pay for them!
Community Centre
As many of you know, New Romney is in the process of building
a new multi million pound community and sports centre. What
you may not know is how the council came up with the money
to start this process off! When I served on New Romney Town
Council 10 years ago, we were at the height of one of the worst
recessions that the country had seen in recent years. The Town
Council decided to sell off a packet of land (in Church Lane) for
the building of a number of houses. At the time I opposed this
as the land had previously been valued at over £3 million. But,
with outline planning permission close to running out, the current
Tory candidate helped to push through a sale at under £1 million
pounds. If the council had waited a further 4 years, the value of
a similar sized plot of land under current development is over £4
million pounds. This would have been enough money to build
the centre without having to borrow large sums of money that
the Town Council will be paying back for the next 20 or 30 years.

This is a system that a doctor from Pencester Surgery in Dover
has introduced and his large surgery now has daily availability for
emergency consultations and also one of the most effective surgeries
in the South East. He has agreed to share his experiences with me
to try to implement these practices across our district.
In my last manifesto I suggested that with current new builds, it
Wednesday 10th April 2019
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The Looker back in the digital age
After nearly two years, The Looker is now available online with many additional
features and posts that do not make it to the paper.

More and more people have been asking us why we do not publish
The Looker online anymore. Editor David Wimble explained;
“Writing the paper and getting it to print is one thing, but to update
a website on a regular basis is another. We have had a website since
we started the paper but it became nearly a full time job to
administer. The biggest problem is the cost of producing the paper
every two weeks. We cannot keep going cap in hand to our amazing
advertisers who have backed the paper since its inception and ask
for more money. So we thought instead of adding another couple
of thousand issues to our circulation, we would look at putting an
online edition up and which we hope to eventually install some
page turning software so that you read it like a book.”

The Looker has struggled to keep its original concept of being ‘Free’
but David said; “We love the fact that the paper is free and hope to
keep it that way as long as possible. But the reality is that with paper
prices going up, the cost of production is now almost double what
it was two years ago and as I mentioned we really can’t keep going
to the advertisers and ask for more money. The Wealden Group
who print the paper have been really good to us in keeping the cost
down, but this can’t go on forever. The Looker will also probably
over the next few editions have a style change, dropping the front
cover image and instead going back to its original format of having
a news story on the front cover.”

David said; “The paper was always meant to be a local news and
views paper, but just recently we have changed almost into a local
lifestyle publication, which although is nice, it takes up a lot of time
for editing content.” He went on to say; “For me I still liked the
original format of the paper. Yes it was sometimes a bit rough

and ready, but I think that
was part of the charm. We
have a very small team
working on The Looker
and remember this is not
our ‘day job’, it is
something that we ﬁt in
around what we do to
earn a living.”

The paper hopes to
include some more local
information supplied by
our readers including short stories
and maybe a return of the crossword and Sudoku puzzles. And
also some more spotlight editions where we look at businesses in
diﬀerent towns around the district.

David ﬁnished oﬀ by saying: “At times The Looker is the blight in
my life, when you are heading for a print deadline and you still have
three or four pages to write and you ask yourself, why do I put
myself through this every two weeks. But that soon disappears
when you get stopped in the street and people comment about
how much they enjoy reading the paper. I want to try and ensure
that the paper remains free as long as I can and thank all our readers
who either love it or even in some cases love to hate it, because it
means that it is getting read and people are talking about the
content, which is what we set out to do. Now as we are in our ninth
year, we look forward to keeping it free at least until we hit our
tenth anniversary.”
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

As it stands, the default legal position is that the UK will leave
the EU without a deal on 12th April. So far, all attempts to ﬁnd
a consensus for a deal in the House of Commons have failed.
At the time of writing this article the Prime Minister’s
withdrawal agreement has been defeated three times in
parliament. The Democratic Unionist Party remain steadfastly
against it, as do a signiﬁcant number of Conservative MPs. It is
very diﬃcult to see this situation changing.
Last week, along with other MPs who had previously voted against
the deal, I decided to support it, for the sole reason of trying to avoid
a lengthy delay in Brexit. For me, the withdrawal agreement still carries
a signiﬁcant number of risks, not least that the EU may use it to try
and trap us permanently in the Customs Union, and so restrict our
ability to conduct and independent trade policy. However, I was
prepared to run these risks, if that meant we could get a deal through,
but it does not appear that we can.
There are a number of MPs who state that they want to leave with a
deal and believe that others should support the Prime Minister’s deal.
They need to start saying what their preference would be if that deal
cannot pass through parliament. Over the last week I have supported
the idea of the UK developing a relationship with the EU after Brexit
that is similar to other successful countries, like Norway and
Switzerland. This proposal would see us join the European Free Trade
Area and remain in the European Economic Area. This would mean we
would have a customs agreement with the EU, but still be free to
negotiate trade deals with other countries. We would have access to
the single market but would not be under the jurisdiction of the
European Court of Justice. This is a compromise, but I believe one that
should be seriously considered. However, after two attempts to get
agreement in parliament this option has also failed to gain enough
support to make progress.

So where in reality does that leave us now. We could leave with no
deal, leave with a compromise deal which will probably be a weaker
option than the two I have discussed above, hold a second
referendum, hold a general election or apply for a lengthy delay to the
Brexit process with no clear idea of how or when we would leave. All
of these options are bad, and this in truth is why the House of
Commons is struggling to make a decision. It is like the old story about
a lost traveller asking for directions in the middle of the countryside
and being told by a local that they wouldn’t start there. However, much
as we might like to have seen things done diﬀerently over the last
three years, we are where we are. Finding a way through this that
allows us to deliver Brexit with a deal that will enable a smooth
transition out of the EU will require parliament to compromise and
work together. That is what I will be trying to support this week. Then,
if we can reach an agreement, we will need to work to bring this
country back together after this brutal and messy process has been
completed.
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Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

As a keen cyclist I would like to congratulate Hythe on the construction of
a new shared space path alongside the A259.

Last year I had a near miss with an errant driver which put me oﬀ riding on
the road. These days I head for cycle paths or the excellent Betteshanger
Park but whenever possible I like to ride from my home in Folkestone to
my Mothers house in Littlestone. Most of the way is via shared paths except
the Hythe section where I have to take to the road. I realise there is a cycle
path along the canal bank but this is not good for my road bike when it's
muddy. I am therefore much anticipating the opening of the new path.
Well done Hythe.

Dear Looker,

I would like to ask a question of your readers

Our NHS is being taken over by private companies. It’s because of a law
that forces the NHS to put services up for auction, even when they’re being
run well. Even cancer scanning is now being run for proﬁt.
But now, NHS bosses are calling on the government to scrap this terrible
law. And they’re asking the public if we agree.

Imagine if hundreds of thousands of us pile in to say we don’t want our
NHS run by private companies. NHS bosses could take our message
straight to the government. They’d know we expect them to scrap the law
fast - before more of our NHS disappears.

The NHS are asking

Do you think that local health services should typically be run by the NHS,
not private companies?

The government introduced this controversial law back in 2012. They said
introducing competition from private companies would be good for the
NHS. But now everyone from MPs, to doctors, to NHS bosses, are saying
its making things worse, not better. It’s time to get it scrapped for good.

Just weeks ago an NHS cancer scanning service was taken over by a private
company in Oxford. Local doctors are raising the alarm - they say it could
cause harm to patients. If we don’t act now, more and more of our NHS
will go the same way.
Chances to change the law don’t come along very often. So we need to
jump on this opportunity together, in our thousands, we can force them to
scrap this law for good.
Do you think that local health services should typically be run by the NHS,
not private companies?

Write to Damian Collins our MP and tell him that you are against the
privatization of the NHS. He is supposed to serve us the electorate, lets
see how he votes in the bill which will be put before government in the
next few weeks.

Thank you for taking the time to read this, maybe you can write an article
highlighting, how privatisation of the NHS will eﬀect us on the Marsh?
Kelly Goodsell



Dear Looker,

DUNGENESS


LOOKER LETTERS

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

A.T GARDENERS
07849 357091

a.t.gardeners@hotmail.com
Lawn Cutting / Hedge Cutting / Tree Pruning
General Garden Maintenance
Fencing / Decking / Patio / Garden Landscaping
Garden Clearance plus Much More…

No Job to Big or Small!

Please Call or Email for Enquiries & Free
Quotations with a Friendly Local Service

The Looker is usually available from the following outlets:
LYDD: The Dolphin, MACE Stores,
Usher Motors, Lyons, McColls, Spar, The
Vets, The Airport & The Golf Club.

ST. MARY’S BAY: Colin Wood,
Sans Café, Neil’s Newsagents &
TheVillage Hall.

DUNGENESS & LYDD-ON-SEA:

HYTHE: Railway Restaurant,
Sainsbury’s, Bank Street Newsagents,
High St. Newsagents, Brooks, I Like
That, Post Office, The Swan, Kings Head,
Elysian Treasures, Nutmeg Café,
Temptations, Butt of Sherry, Stade
Street Newsagents, Hope Inn,
Swimming pool, Hythe Imperial,
The Bell & The Red Lion.

The RH&DR Café, Britannia Inn,
RNLI Station, Pilot Inn, Mark
Richardson’s Fish Shop, Spar &
Seagull Fishing Tackle.

LITTLESTONE: Spar, Convenience
Store, Curl Up & Dye, Rod & Line,
Captain Howey, RH&DR, Marsh
Insurance & Marsh Academy Leisure
Centre.
THE MARSH: Rose & Crown, Old
Romney, The Woolpack, Brookland, The
Bell, Ivychurch, The Star, St. Mary’s &
The Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh.
DYMCHURCH: Tesco, Ocean Inn,
Smuggler’s Chest, Village Stores, Post
Office, Butchers, Village Café,
British Legion & Haguelands.

SANDGATE: Paper Shop, Saga,
Library, Rowing Club, Providence &
The Ship.
NEW ROMNEY: Sainsbury’s, The Ship,
Romney Cycles, Premier Stores, Library,
Elsie’s, Coach House, The Computer
Lady, Spar, Capelli, Cheapjacks, Cinque
Ports, The Broadacre, North Street
Church, Bowls Club, Prescott House,
Day Centre, Firmagers, The Plough &
The Warren.
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LONE PINE ADVENTURES
Lydd newcomer
KIM GANDY
explains her
lifelong love affair
with the Marsh
and Rye

“Hurry up!” urged my dad. It was
5.30pm and Woolworths was about
to close. I had been browsing through
the bargain books section, dithering
over which novel looked the most
enticing.
I quickly grabbed a paperback with a
rather interesting and dramatic front
cover: Not Scarlet But Gold...
...A Lone Pine adventure by Malcolm
Saville.
I had never heard of the Lone Pine
adventures before – or Malcolm
Saville – but the cover looked
intriguing enough.
Later that evening, having gone to
bed quite early, I was still ensconced,
torch underneath the sheets, one ear
cocked in case my parents discovered
my late night activity, excitedly
anticipating the next twist to the story.
The Lone Pine series is a set of 20
novels, set in different parts of
England; including four that were set
around the Rye/Romney Marsh area:
The Gay Dolphin Adventure, The

Elusive Grasshopper, Treasure at
Amorys and Rye Royal.
The first novel in the series, Mystery at
Witchend, was written in 1943 and
the last, Home to Witchend, in 1978
although the characters in them
barely get any older.
However, for the purposes of this
article I am focusing on one of the
Rye novels, The Elusive Grasshopper,
written in 1951. The story focuses on
a modern-day smuggling escapade
in which the “baddies” are pursued
by the Lone Piners, a bunch of
teenagers and 10-year-old twins,
already well-established as trackers
of “strangers” – one of the principles
enshrined in their club rules.
The descriptions of a pre-power
station desert are fascinating, in that
they paint a picture of only just post
war Dungeness, complete with TWO
railway lines; most obviously the
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch
Railway and the old standard gauge
railway that used to end close to the
former.
In this novel, the reader is taken back
to the days when Dungeness
consisted of “bombed ruins of houses
and bungalows destroyed in the
war”... “with wooden shacks and old
railway carriages” and of course,
during this period, the old lighthouse

Malcolm Saville

was still in operation and the new
lighthouse and power stations A and
B were still in the future.
Saville describes the ruins of an old
school, which I have yet to locate.
However, his descriptions of the
Dungeness station of the Romney,
Hythe and Dymchurch railway and its
old cafe and shop are remembered
by me.
Leonard Malcolm Saville was born on
February 21st 1901 in Hastings and
died there in 1982. He was destined
from the start to become part of this
country’s – and Rye’s – rich literary
heritage, his first job being with the
Oxford University Press, sorting
booksellers’ orders.
In 1936 he joined publishers George
Newnes as a sales promotion
manager but his big break came at
the outbreak of war in 1939, when
his young family had to be packed off
to Shropshire to escape the Nazi
bombs and shells. Meanwhile, Saville
stayed behind at the family home in
Hertfordshire and penned his first
novel, Mystery at Witchend. This
novel was set in the Shropshire
countryside in which his children were
staying – and he posted the story to
them, chapter by chapter.
In the late 1940s he rejoined George
Newnes and also edited My Garden
magazine and subsequently took
over Sunny Stories, from popular
children’s author, Enid Blyton.
As an 11 year old, I started writing to
Malcolm Saville, as he urged his
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on Romney Marsh
readers to write to him. I wasn’t really
expecting a reply but was thrilled when
I received my first letter from him.
In 1973, my family decamped from
our Derbyshire home, to Hastings for
a holiday. My parents suggested I
write to Malcolm Saville at his then
home in Winchelsea to inform him
that I intended to explore some of the
Rye and Romney Marsh settings in his
books. We were delighted when he
invited us to Chelsea Cottage and
were thrilled to be treated to
afternoon tea by his lovely wife
Dorothy.
He was a most charming, pleasant,
archetypal English gentleman. He
showed us around his study and
during the visit we presented him with
a miniature wine cooler, a gift my
father obtained from his Sheffield
silversmiths workplace – and in
which, his family disclosed in later
years, he kept his paper clips.
I continued to correspond with
Malcolm Saville until his death in
1982 and maintained contact with
his wife and family thereafter, even
visiting them at their Sussex homes.
There is now a well-established
society for those like me, for whom
his books stimulated a lasting love of
reading and an almost obsessional
passion for the parts of England he
wrote about in the Lone Pine novels.
The society can be found at:
www.witchend.com – a web address
that his readers would immediately
associate with.
I went on to work on the Daily Express
and
Sunday
Express
and
subsequently the Daily Telegraph and
Sunday Telegraph newspapers as a
copytaker and have written for
various local newspapers and
magazines... all inspired by Malcolm
Saville whose novels instilled in me,
not only a love of reading but a
constant desire to express myself in
the written word, all through my
school years and now, into late
middle age.
I personally have, despite not living
close to Rye until recently, maintained
a lasting love affair with it and the

surrounding
area
since
my
childhood. I have visited it many times
and have introduced other members
of my family and various friends, to
this most beautiful of historic towns –
and Dungeness itself which has
always inspired and fascinated me.
Until recently I lived in Southend-onSea in Essex, after leaving Derbyshire
in 1981 and then lived in various East
London and Essex towns. I am now a
resident of Romney Marsh, after
having met my Lydd-based other half,
purely by chance on Facebook; a
man who is also an author and
publisher and whose name is Rye. We
intend to marry in 2020 at the Old
Lighthouse, Dungeness; a landmark
that features in the novel The Elusive
Grasshopper.
I wonder what Malcolm Saville would
make of all that...
My partner and I often visit Rye and
Dungeness, a place whose solitude
increasingly beckons. I never visit
either without remembering the man
whose vivid descriptions and
passionate prose brought me here in
the first place.
© March 2019 – Kim Elizabeth
Gandy
Saville text by permission of The Estate of
the Late Malcolm Saville
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LOOKER SPORT
SPORT …

LYDD TOWN shocked Southern Counties
League title chasers Sutton
Athletic with a ﬁne 2-0 away win
at the London Hire Ground. Both
goals came in the second half with
Tom Barton and Dale Horton ﬁnding the net.

The following week, the Lydders twice came from behind to
eventually draw with Kent Football United 2-2 at the Lindsey Field.
Gareth Jones got both of the visitors goals but Lydd levelled each
time, ﬁrstly through Tom Barton and then late on thanks to their
top scorer Dale Horton. Kent Football United look to be a win away
from guaranteed safety while the Lydders can worry no more.

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!
If you have a Bulk LPG Tank but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has - or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex
We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

NEW ROMNEY had a good away draw against County League
leaders Staplehurst Monarchs United. A second half Roy Godden
goal helped secure the point.

An exciting match at Hawkinge in the Inter-Regional Challenge Cup.
It was 1-1 after extra time with Tristam Belsey scoring for the marsh
side and the game went to penalties. New Romney eventually won
4-3 in the shoot-out and progress to the next round.

LYDD TOWN RESERVES grabbed another three points with an
excellent 4-1 win away to Rochester City. Man of the match,
Shaun Hodson scored a hat-trick for the Lydders and John
Williams got the other one.

LYDD GRASSHOPPERS moved back up into second place in the
Sunday League Division One standings as they claimed a point
from their 2-2 home draw against bottom of the table Troggs.
Goals from Jordan Boorer and Robbie Tyas weren’t quite enough
to take all three points as Troggs returned home with a share of
the spoils thanks to a goal apiece from Richard Moon and Alex
Philpott.

LYDD GRASSHOPPERS RESERVES got the three points with a
narrow 3-2 home win against Bromley Green Reserves. They
recovered well from going a goal behind to beat Bromley Green
Reserves at the Rype. The Green went ahead early on through
Cory Griﬃths’ strike from a tight angle, but Grasshoppers levelled
when Dean Clark showed a nice piece of skill to volley home
before the half-time break. Curtis Banks then ﬁnished oﬀ a great
team move to put Lydd 2-1 ahead at the start of the second-half
before Rebel Luel increased the home teams lead from the penalty
spot. Long serving Marc Wood-Brignall missed his chance to get
on the score sheet when he ﬁred a second Lydd penalty over the
bar late on before Bradley Osbourne pulled a second goal back
for the visitors to make it 3-2.

Competitive golfers Putt Out for charity

Members of the Littlestone Warren Golf Club took part in the
farewell event of their 2018 Captains in the tradition Captains
Putt Out last Sunday.
Mike Twyman and Shell Foster (the 2018 Captains) won with
48 points, second was Shaun Coleman and Linda Ellse with
43 points. Nearest the pin was Linda Coleman and Trevor Ellse. The
longest putt out on 18th was won by Linda Ellse.
Most importantly the outgoing
Captains presented their chosen
charity, Demelza House with a
cheque for £7270! This money
was raised by the membership
over the past year

Shell said “Mike and I are
tremendously proud of
the members of the club.
To raise this much
money for Demelza is
astonishing.”
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 11th April

New Romney Meeting Point, Methodist
Church Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, Greatstone, 10.30am–
12 noon

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30pm
Romney Marsh Photographic Club,
St Mary's Bay Village Hall, 8pm

Friday 12th April

Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 11am
St. Mary's Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1pm–4pm

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm–4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm
(7-10 years)

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (11-15
years)

Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm
Live music with Mel Harris, Shepherd &
Crook, Burmarsh, 8.30pm

Saturday 13th April

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am

Big Boot Sale, Dymchurch Village Hall,
10am–2pm

Coﬀee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10am–12 noon

Sunday 14th April

Easter Craft Fair, RNLI Dungeness,
10am–4pm

Bird Watching for Beginners, RSPB
Dungeness, 11am–1pm

Monday 15th April

Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am

Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist
Church, 10am

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am

Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm–3.45pm
New Romney 65 Club, Prescott House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30pm

Tuesday 16th April

Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10am
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am

Lydd Dementia Café, Methodist Church
Hall, Lydd, 10am–12 noon

Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm

Foodbank, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 5.30pm–7pm

Easter Market, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 10am–12 noon

Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
6.30pm (16 years plus)

Easter Fair & Book Sale, St. Mary-in-theMarsh Church, 10am–12 noon

Open Mic Evening, Shepherd & Crook,
Burmarsh, 7.30pm

Community Market, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am–12 noon

New Romney Craft Group, Old School,
7pm

Wednesday 17th April

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village
Hall, 9.30am–1pm

New Romney Counselling Servives,
Easter Coﬀee Morning, Assembly Rooms,
10am–12.30pm
Romney Marsh Walking Society, Queens
Head, Kingsnorth, 10am (3.5 miles)
CARM Coﬀee Morning, Shepherd &
Crook, Burmarsh, 11am

Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 2pm–4pm
Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Friends of Lydd, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 7.30pm
(Film of restoration of Lydd Church. Open
to everyone)

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
THURSDAYS: Footcare 9am–4pm;
Tai Chi 9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am–
12 noon

FRIDAYS: Hearing Aid battery service
9am–11am; Footcare 9am–4pm;
Tone Up & Tighten Up 2.30pm–3.30pm

MONDAYS: Footcare 9am–4pm;
Romney Marsh Friends Group 10.30am;
One You Weight Management 1.30pm;
First Monday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am–11am

TUESDAYS: Hearing Aid battery service
9am–11am; NHS Health Walk 10am;
Stop Smoking Clinic 12.30pm–4.30pm;
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am–11am

WEDNESDAYS: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am–11.30am; Art Group 11am–
12 noon; Pilates 4.15pm–5.15pm

• Drafty Windows / Hinges • Locksmiths
• UPVC Doors Dropped & Catching • UPVC Door Locks
• Window Handles & Gaskets • Loose Handles
• Leaking Conservatory Roof • New Keys & Cylinder
• AFFORDABLE PRICES • NO CALL OUT CHARGES

10%

OFF

THIS
WITH RT
V
D
A E

01797 702 777

doubleglazingdoctorkent.co.uk

MISTED
SEALED
UNITS?

Up to

10 YEAR

Factory Backed
Guarantee
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MARSH MEMORIES

The local Home Guard and
Auxiliary Units in World War Two

The Kent coast from Dover to
Dungeness was one of the most
likely sites for the German
invasion in the Second World War
but the severely depleted British
Army was in no shape to take on
the enemy. Winston Churchill
ordered a Secret Army to be
formed comprising men such as
farmers,
farm
workers,
landowners, foresters, gamekeepers and even poachers, who
knew the Kent countryside well.
Secret underground bunkers,
observation posts and wireless
stations were built, some on
Romney Marsh, ready for the men
to disappear down into when the
Germans invaded. None of the
men in the Secret Army are now
alive so anything that was known
about them has been passed on over the years.

The object of these auxiliary units was to provide small bodies
of men specially selected and trained, whose role it was to act
oﬀensively on the ﬂanks and in the rear of any enemy troops
who may have obtained a foothold in this area. Their action
would be particularly directed against tanks, lorries, ammunition
dumps, small enemy posts and stragglers. They were equipped
with riﬂes and grenades and had enough food for about
14 days.

In 1941, Captain Allnatt of St. Mary’s Bay, asked Dick Body a
local farmer, if he could get together a group of men to form
some units on the Marsh. Anyone working on the land was
exempt from war duty so were ideal but none of those joining
knew what they had let themselves in for until they had read
and signed a copy of the Oﬃcial Secrets Act. As a result, three
patrols were formed and they each had a code name.

There was ‘Mushroom’ at Snargate, ‘Truﬄe’ near New Romney
and ‘Toadstool’ at Eastbridge near Dymchurch and they became
known as ‘Kent’s Secret Army’, a special unit within the ‘Home
Guard’. The men chosen were trained to deal with explosives,
weapon drill, ﬁring and grenade throwing.

The ‘Truﬄe’ Patrol’s operational base was located just outside
New Romney, to the west of the Old Romney Lane and about ?
mile south of the ruins of Hope Church. The Patrol was led by
Percy Clark, and included Ted Bolton, Frank Carey, Francis Carey,
Ray Fagg, Jack Lancaster, Gordon Prior, Charlie Veness and Tom
Wimble. Dick Body was in charge of the ‘Mushroom’ Patrol at
Snargate and Bill Brotherwood, Fred Cottington George Elvy,
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(The photo shows the interior of the ‘Toadstool’ bunker at Eastbridge in the 1990s)

Alf Jemison, Henry Ovenden and Percy Town were among those
recruited for this unit. The ‘Toadstool’ Patrol at Eastbridge, near
Dymchurch was organised by Don Symonds and included Peter
Boulden, brothers Albert and Alfred Ovenden, Ted Piddock,
David Symonds and Cecil & Frank Watts.

Each unit was a self-contained cell, expected to be self-suﬃcient
and operationally autonomous in the case of invasion, generally
operating within a 15-mile radius. Because of the very high
water table on the Marsh, the external walls of the bunkers were
of reinforced concrete lined with bitumen, and white bricks were
used on the inside. There was a ventilating downpipe in each
corner and three air outlets along the centre of the chamber and
they were virtually invisible from above the ground. They were
large enough for up to six men and had bunks, war stores of
explosives, incendiaries, blankets, a primus stove, utensils, 50
gallon water tanks and an Elsan toilet.
At the end of 1944, when the threat of invasion had ceased,
these units were stood down and all the stores and contents
were collected and disposed of. After the war, the bunker near
the Old Romney Lane was blown up and ﬁlled in although the
outline can still be seen from the air. The ones at Snargate and
Eastbridge, now classed as war monuments, still remain.

For four long years, the men involved went about their daily lives
without their wives, families or neighbours knowing what they
were up to when the sun went down and the moon rose. When
it was all over, no oﬃcial recognition could be given and many
took their secret with them to the grave.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP

Easter is approaching, and all churches will be having special services, especially in Holy Week, the week before Easter. See your notice boards and parish magazines
for details of these services. The church will be delighted to see you at any service, even if you don’t usually go to church.

Anglican churches do not have ﬂowers in Lent, to remind us of the austerity of the period. The ﬂower ladies in every church do a magniﬁcent display of Lilies and
other ﬂowers, on Easter Sunday and always welcome donations in memory of loved ones. So see your ﬂower ladies if you would like to be involved.

There are now food banks in Lydd (Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30-7.300pm) and New Romney, (Community church North Street, 5.30-7pm Tuesdays). They are overseen
from the Rainbow centre in Folkestone. Food bank collecting points are in many churches, and the special needs this month are Shampoo, Tinned Vege meal, tinned
rice pudding, and tinned meat. Other food and toiletries in unopened packets, well in date, are always welcome. They have excess stocks of tinned beans, tinned
soup, pasta sauces, tinned veg and pulses, jam and peanut butter. If you are struggling to feed your family, ring the bank nearest to you (New Romney, 01797 366855)
or (Lydd, 01797 32034) to ﬁnd out how to obtain the necessary vouchers.

Brookland, St Augustine

Easter Saturday, Candlelit Easter vigil. 6pm. This is a
very special inspiring meditative service, so if you
would like some quiet reﬂection, before the rejoicing
of Easter Day, you are very welcome.
Sunday, April 14th, Evensong 6pm. Wednesday, April
17th midweek communion.

Burmarsh All Saints

A large tree was blown down in February, and
fortunately, it caused no serious damage, and
damaged no gravestones. Thanks are given to the
people who chain sawed it up, and tidied the area
afterwards, Dennis Wimble, and Richard Andrew.

The next fund raiser will be the Pimms, plants and
Ploughmans event on Sunday, May 19th starting at
11am. If green ﬁngered friends would like to start
raising plants now, the church would be very grateful.

The shepherd and Crook pub are very supportive of
the church and community, and host the CARM
coﬀee mornings. The next one will be on Wednesday,
April 17th, from 11am.

Dymchurch, St Monica’s RC Church

Sunday, Mass at 8.30am. Vigil, the evening before
Holy Days of Obligation, at 7.30pm. See notices for
special Easter services.

Greatstone, St Peter’s

Lent Hunger Lunch. Tuesday, April 16th 12noon2pm. Soup and bread. Donations are open, and
proceeds will be for the Apollos Trust, which ﬁnances
the Christian workers in local secondary schools.

An Easter market will be held on Saturday, April 13th
from 10am-noon. Cakes, bric a brac, and other
seasonal stalls. All warmly invited to come along and
support the church. These markets have been very
successful and happy times socially.
The next Sunday lunch will take place after the
morning service on Sunday, April 14th. If you would
like to book a place ring Sybil on 01797 363002. These
are open to anyone, not just church goers, so if you live
alone, or are new to the area, you are welcome.

Ivychurch. St George

There will be a plant sale on Sunday, April 28th in the
church and churchyard. From 2pm-4pm. Afternoon
teas and cake will be for sale. A member from Kent
Wildlife Trust will be planting lavender around the
perimeter of the churchyard. If green ﬁngered friends
would like get cracking on rearing plants, to donate,
as well as cakes, the church would be delighted.
Easter Egg Hunt, on Easter Sunday, at 3pm. Children

can bring their parents as well!!

Pop up café. The next visit of this community
initiative will be on May 1st, from 10.30am-12.30pm.
It also serves as an information hub so if you need
any advice, do come along. Everyone is warmly
invited, and tea and cake will be served. If you need
a lift, ring Liza on 07771 661871.

Lydd, All Saints

Tower Open Day. Spring Bank Holiday, Monday May
6th. This big event features many interesting stalls,
including craft, cakes and plants, as well as the tower
tours. If you would like to book a stall, ring Pat. The
tours cost £3 a head and are always popular, so can
be booked in advanced, ring Pat on 01797 320108
or email pat010@btinternet.com. It is a toughish
climb, so not suitable for people with breathing or
heart problems. Children must be over 10, and it is
better not to have swinging bags or clutter, you may
need to use both hands. Last tour starts at 3.30pm.
Church lunch. The next Sunday lunch will take place
on Sunday, April 14th in the Hardy Hall, after the
morning service, at about 12.30pm. To book a place,
ring Pat on 01797 320108. All welcome, even if you
are not a church goer. If you are lonely, or new to the
area, ring Pat.
Messy Church. The next session will be a special one
on Good Friday, at 11am, and will have lots of craft,
stories, fun and food(lunch). All welcome, especially
if you haven’t been before, open to all primary school
aged children.

New Romney, St Nicholas

The next monthly coﬀee morning is on Saturday,
April 20th from 10am-noon. All welcome.
Messy church. April 26th.3.15-4.30pm. This activity
for all primary aged children takes place on the last
Friday of each month, and is full of fun, stories, music,
worship, and learning about the Christian Faith.
The Ashford Invicta Singers will be holding a concert
in the church on Saturday, May 11th at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £8, and can be obtained from Ann Rolfe
on 01797 361770. Proceeds are for the church funds.

Romney Marsh Community Church,
North St, New Romney

The midweek youth and children’s organisations will
all be winding down for the Easter holidays, but will
start again after Easter.
All are invited to the Lent lunch on Tuesday, April 16th,
at 1pm. Tickets £3, contact the church oﬃce on 01797
366855 to buy a ticket. Followed by simple service.

Good Friday. Joint walk of witness from the Greens,
Littlestone, at 1pm, ﬁnishing at St Nicholas church for

Contact The Looker:

a service. The churches will be carrying a cross to
remind people what Easter is all about, Everyone
welcome to joint in this walk.

Snargate, St Dunstans

Next service will be Holy Communion at 9am on
Sunday, April 14th.

St Mary’s Bay. All Saints

Lent Coﬀee morning on Saturday April 13, 10amnoon in church hall. Proceeds to Sightsavers charity.

Spring Coﬀee morning for church funds, Saturday,
April 27, 10am-noon.

Thursday, May 2. May Day celebrations, with cream
teas and maypole dancing. More details later.

St Mary in the Marsh

The Easter Fair will be on Saturday, April 13 from
10am-noon. Entry is free, lots of books, DVDs,cakes,
tombola, children’s craft corner and Easter egg hunt.
In the preceeding week there will be a draw for an
Easter Hamper, tickets can be purchased in the Star
Inn.
The Haywardians, the local esteemed choir, will be
giving an Easter concert on Saturday, April 20th, at
7.30pm, followed by wine and refreshments. There
are no ticket prices, retiring collection, all the
proceeds go to local charities, including the church.
The choir practices in St Mary’s church, on Fridays at
7.30pm. New members always welcome.

Church Chuckle

An American tourist was attending a sleepy little
church in the middle of nowhere. He found the
service long and dull and boring. Afterwards the
vicar insisted on showing him around. He came to
a marble plaque on the wall, with long lists of
names. “What are those names” asked the tourist.
“People from the village who have died in the
services” replied the vicar. The American thought
for a while and asked “and what are you going to
do about those who are still here?”

Wit and Wisdom

A police recruit was asked, in an oral exam, what
he would do if he had to arrest his own mother.
The reply came promptly, “call for back-up”
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FRIDAY 24th
7pm - Jimmy & TheRiddles • 9pm - One Love

SATURDAY 25th
1pm - Mixed Emotions • 4pm - Jason Leigh Band
7pm - Gumboots • 9pm - Ratzkins

SUNDAY 26th
1pm - David Shepherd • 4pm - Georgie Taylor
7pm - Pseudo Stereo • 9pm - Brad Pittance & The Pirates
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