Travellers pitch camp on
St Martin’s Field

New Romney’s St Martin’s Field has again hit the spotlight, as several traveller caravans appeared
overnight to pitch up on the green space, left to the people of New Romney by former mayor Councillor
Jackie Wiles in the 1960s.
Court order forms, posted last summer, are still in situ and have
been submitted to Canterbury County Court for reissue. The
council is now seeking possession of the ﬁeld in a bid to re-enforce
the judgement made last July.

The judgement was made for a period of one year and as it is over
three months old, has to be resubmitted so the council can seek
possession of the land. The Town Council are the land owners.
Local councillors are responsible for the day-to-day running of the
open space, which saw the arrival of 22 caravans last year. There
are, however, fewer caravans at the time of writing.
St Martin’s Field hosts annual events, travelling fairs and more
recently, a circus.

Local residents expressed their concerns about previous
experiences: “I work in a nursery and they took over the car park
and made a mess of our playground and we had to buy new toys
as they did a wee all over them”, one individual disclosed.
“I will be keeping windows and doors locked now.”

Another complained: “There are certiﬁed sites around the country,
so there is little excuse not to use them.”

New Romney’s deputy town clerk Tracy Morris commented: “The
police have no powers as this is a civil matter so we have to wait
for execution to be obtained from the court. When this happened
last year, once we got the court order, the travellers left.

“The District Council enforcement team have been there but
cannot enforce because there is no by-law and the land is owned
by the Town Council.”

The Looker Reporter Kim Gandy made this comment:“Easter
traditionally sees traveller groups moving around the country and
some of them go to legitimate pitches, abide by the law and pay
the local taxes and fees. However, there are some who insist on
invading public open spaces and aggravating the local population.
The most famous case was that of the highly publicised Dale Farm
traveller site in Basildon, Essex, where a small group appeared
overnight in the early 2000s and several years later, when the site
had grown to a huge, illegally developed village within a village with
soaring crime rate, had to be evicted at huge public expense.
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Their usual method is to turn up on or before Good Friday, knowing
they will be free from prying council oﬃcers for the holiday, lay hard
core and start creating an illegal development, often on brownﬁeld
and sometimes even on private land.

Noise, ﬁlth, disturbance and a sudden sharp rise in crime rate then
ensue. Local businesses suﬀer from petty theft and another
favourite trick is to go into tanning and nail salons, get treatment,
then intimidate the owners by saying they did a bad job and thereby
get out of paying.
Any attempts to involve the police are often a waste of time and all
eﬀorts to integrate travellers are treated with contempt.

They are often treated as a “special case” by the liberal
establishment and given liberties that are not open to decent, lawabiding citizens, yet are nevertheless paid for by them.

This needs stopping – and the hopelessly inadequate enforcement
laws tightened to give police and councils more powers to evict the
rogue contingent and force them to clean up the inevitable
catastrophic mess that is their signature aftermath.

They are a public nuisance and do not give a damn about other
people, the environment, or the rule of law and it’s high time they
were dealt with accordingly.”

EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 222,

Well it’s that time again, with local politicians swarming round
your houses making all kind of promises, claiming vote for me!
If you keep up with local social media, you will notice a large
inﬂux of councillors who want to promise you the world, but
most have not been heard of before the past few weeks.

As someone who is standing for both Town and District
election, I have decided to play things diﬀerently. I am
making no promises at all. I am just saying I will stand up and
try and represent the town. If you vote for me, I won’t
promise to ﬁll in pot holes or get street lights ﬁxed (this is a
KCC problem), but I will introduce my monthly surgeries
again where you can meet up and ask me to try and deal with
a council Issue. Again I won’t promise to be able to give you
a direct answer, but I will do my best. It’s as simple as that!

This edition has a very mixed bag of articles and it’s nice to
welcome a few articles by Andrew South and Bridget Fowkes
who writes about the trauma of suﬀering from brain cancer.

You will see that as the sun comes out there is some news
about open galleries with people inviting you into their
homes to show oﬀ their works of art.

This edition also sees another new contributor Debbie Ward,
who has taken over the gardening spot. Debbie is a keen
green-ﬁngered gardening font of knowledge, so if you have
any questions that you would like answering, please drop us
a line or e-mail.

By the time of the next issue the local elections will be over
and life returns back to normal. One of the things that we
want to cover is a spotlight on a club or association that you
might belong to. Let us know what it is you like to do in your
spare time. We are happy to chat about anything from cross
stitch to campanology. Maybe you are restoring an old car
or bike, and would like to share your journey with our readers.

Talking of old cars and bikes, The Looker editor has been asked
to see if he can organise a classic car show for the town, maybe
in September. Is this something that you would like to see? As
always let us know what you want from your Looker. Email:
info@thelooker.co.uk or post to The Looker, 10 Mulberry
Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ.

Until next time, happy reading from The Looker team.

David, Vicki, John, Kim, Debbie, June and Bridget

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
Wednesday 24th April 2019
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Four adults and two children
picked up in the Channel

The Looker has learnt that a small inﬂatable boat carrying
four adults and two children was intercepted a few miles of
the Dungeness coast last week by UK Border Force oﬃcials.

It is believed that the migrants were then transferred onto one of
the two Cutters now patrolling the English Channel and taken to
Dover where they have been held for questioning.

With the weather
set to improve over
the coming weeks,
it is likely to be the
start of a long busy
period for border
force
oﬃcials
along with UK
coastguards and
lifeboat crews.

A spokesperson for the newly formed UK Coast-Watch group told
The Looker: “Some of these people attempting to cross the channel
have been holed up in France for weeks, waiting for a break in the
weather. Many are taking the opportunity risking crossing the
world’s busiest shipping lane, in the hope of either making it to the
coast or being picked up within UK waters.”

Two men appeared in London last week charged with conspiring
to illegally import migrants and are expected to be charged in the
next two weeks. Another man from Canterbury has been detained
following allegations that he has been supplying rigid inﬂatable
boats to gangs in France.

The Marsh is alive with the sound of music!

The roof of Dymchurch Village Hall may well
need repair after being raised by the
collective voices of singers from the Marsh
Choir last weekend. More than 120 singers
gathered for the ﬁrst time from individual
groups in Lydd, Appledore, St. Mary’s Bay and
Dymchurch to mark the ﬁrst three months of
one of the most creative and exciting
community projects on Romney Marsh.

practice at the Cricket & Squash Club on
Wednesday, May 1st. Places are still available in
the new group by contacting Carly directly on
07826
558089,
or
by
e-mail
at:
carlybryantmusic@gmail.com.

together in celebration of the fantastic work the
Choirs’ singers have put in over the last three
months – and the results have been absolutely
amazing,” said Carly, who has six albums of selfpenned music to her name.
The singers quickly bonded through their
experiences, not only of their Marsh roots, but
also as people who have gone on a magical
musical mystery tour of their own.

Established in January by internationally
acclaimed singer-songwriter Carly Bryant
(above), the Marsh Choirs have carved a musical
niche in the performance of classic and
contemporary rock, pop and soul songs.

Carly has travelled the world and performed at
arenas in front of audiences of tens of
thousands, but it is only now that she has arrived
at her spiritual home and created the Marsh
Choir initiative to embrace the unique culture
and community spirit of the area in song.
“This event was the ﬁrst time we have all come
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“This has been a fantastic event!” said
Dymchurch Marsh Choir’s Cas Lawson. “It has
been wonderful to see how many people are
now committed to and involved in the Marsh
Choirs project. Carly has been a brilliant teacher
and has that real ‘star quality’ and ability to
connect with her singers.”

“We wanted something to do together and we
both enjoyed singing so this was a great
opportunity for us to use our not-so-great
voices!” added husband Adrian.

Such has been the storm by which the Marsh
has been taken by the Choirs that Carly is
starting a new group in Hythe, which will begin

The Choirs are taking a radical approach to their
songs - complementing the other fantastic
choirs on the Marsh – by performing new and
original interpretations of songs from the likes of
the Beatles, Beach Boys, Coldplay, and
Eurythmics among many others.

The Marsh Choirs closed the workshop event
with innovative versions of songs such as the
Beatles’ Here Comes the Sun, Blur’s Tender and
Whitney Houston’s My Love Is Your Love, climaxing
with a unique mash-up of Bon Jovi’s Livin’ On A
Prayer, White Stripes’ Seven Nation Army and
Eurythmics’ Sweet Dreams (Are Made Of This).

“The choirs are open to people of all abilities and
ages,” adds Carly. “It’s absolutely true that
anyone can sing – it’s like riding a bike! We all did
it at school so now may be the time to get back
on that musical bike again!”

The Marsh Choirs’ next big event will be a
concert at the ‘Cathedral of the Marsh’ – All
Saints Church in Lydd – on the evening of July
13th, which is sure to be a fantastic occasion for
music lovers in a wonderful acoustically
excellent venue.
You can ﬁnd out more about the Marsh Choir
initiative at: www.marshchoir.com or on the
Marsh Choir Facebook page, or by calling
07826 558089.

The Marsh pays tribute to
two Polish war heroes
New Romney Branch of The Royal
British Legion held a Remembrance
Service for Pilot Oﬃcer Boguslaw
Mierzwa (303 Squadron) and Pilot
Oﬃcer Mieczyslaw Waszkiewicz (303
Squadron), on Tuesday 16th April 2019
at the Dungeness Polish Memorial.

No. 303 Squadron RAF was one of
16 Polish Squadrons in the Royal Air Force
during the Second World War. On
16th April 1941, 303 Squadron ﬂew a
“Circus” escort operation. Codename
“Circus” was given to operations of the
Royal Air Force where bombers, heavily
escorted by ﬁghters, were sent over
continental Europe to bring enemy ﬁghters
into combat. 303 Squadron were providing
cover to bombers on a raid to Berck-surMer when they were engaged by enemy
ﬁghters over the channel.

Pilot Oﬃcer Waszkiewicz was shot down
and killed when his Spitﬁre crashed into the
sea oﬀ Dungeness Point. The pilot and
aircraft were never found and he is
commemorated on the Polish War
Memorial at Northolt in Middlesex.

Pilot Oﬃcer Mierzwa was shot down and
died when his spitﬁre crashed a few yards
from the site of the memorial which is
alongside the old mainline branch line from
Lydd to Dungeness. He is buried in
Northwood Cemetery.

Our honoured Guests for the service were
Colonel Norbert Czerbniak (Deputy
Defence, Military, Naval and Air Attache,
Embassy of the Republic of Poland), Artur
Bildziuk (Chairman, Polish Airmen’s
Association UK), Councillor Peter Coe (The
Right Worshipful Mayor of New Romney)
and Zuzanna Tyburcy (EDF Energy). We
were also honoured that Victor and
Jonathon Kellett were able to attend. Their
Father was Wing Commander Kellett, who
formed 303 Squadron and lead them
through the Battle of Britain.

It was a ﬁne calm morning and
approximately 50 people gathered around
the memorial at 1100 hrs for the service
which was taken by our Branch Padre Peter
Firth. Eight Standards were on parade from
the Branch, the RAF Association and the
Hastings Veterans Association. The Last
Post and Reveille were played by Del Jones.

After the prayers, the congregation joined
in the singing of the hymn, Eternal Father
Strong to Save (The Airman’s Hymn) and
after the Blessing, the Polish National
Anthem and the British National Anthem
were played.

The service would not have taken place
without the help of EDF Energy, Romney
Marsh Countryside Partnership and local
residents Mike Golding and Colin Clayton.
Colin has been looking after the memorial for
many years, ensuring that the sacriﬁce of
Boguslaw and Mieczyslaw was not forgotten.

Finally, a big thank you to all who attended
the service. The Branch were honoured to
have the opportunity to remember these
brave pilots, which we will ensure are not
forgotten. WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Thanks to David Harris, New Romney RBL,
for help with this article
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Brain Cancer symptoms and research

There are many forms of cancer as many
readers will be aware, but brain cancer
is the cancer that aﬀects more children
than leukaemia and adults under forty,
like all cancers anyone of any age can be
aﬀected.

Last year I learned more about this cancer
when my partner Ray Axford was diagnosed
with three untreatable tumours in his brain,
after his death I determined to make people
aware of the symptoms in the hope that
others wouldn’t go through what we did. An
oncologist told me that sickness is a common
symptom for brain cancer and he encouraged
me to continue spreading the word.

At the beginning of February 2018 continued
sickness was the ﬁrst obvious sign of
something wrong along, along a feeling of
vertigo and loss of balance. A community
paramedic diagnosed him as suﬀering from
BPPV, movement of inner ear crystals, but the
medication prescribed had no aﬀect, the
sickness didn’t abate and it was impossible for
him to attend the surgery so I rang the surgery
asking for visits. On one visit as the symptoms
continued the doctor said he would arrange
for an appointment with an ear, nose and
throat consultant, this appointment was
cancelled when brain cancer was diagnosed.
Other symptoms of brain cancer can include

headaches, tinnitus, blurred vision, ﬁts,
diﬃculty with speech. Should you or anyone
you know develop any of these or other
symptoms that can be found on Brain Tumour
Research website please ask your GP to
reassess the diagnosis, send the patient to
hospital for MRI scans.
It was a month and half before Ray was
correctly diagnosed after collapsing and being
admitted to the William Harvey Hospital,
where eventually brain scans proved the real
cause of his symptoms, he was given
medication to take the pressure oﬀ the brain
and his improvement was immediate, but the
tumours couldn’t be removed or treated so
we were told he was an end of life patient. He
decided he wanted quality of life and to come
home, he died on May 2nd.

The Brain Tumour Research charity is working
towards earlier diagnosis of this cancer and
other tumours in the brain. They have four
centres of excellence, Queen Mary University
of London, Imperial College London and two
centres at the University of Plymouth. The
aim is to increase the funding for brain cancer
from 1% from main cancer charities to equal
that received for breast cancer and leukaemia.
This is the only national charity in the U.K.
dedicated to raising funds for continuous and
sustainable scientiﬁc research into brain
tumours by building a network of experts at

by Bridget Fowkes

these dedicated centres of excellence while
encouraging Government and other cancer
charities to increase its funds. In the U.K.
16,000 people are diagnosed with brain
tumours every year . Less than 20% of those
diagnosed survive beyond ﬁve years
compared with 50% across all cancers. The
charity’s website has many details of
symptoms, the research and funding.

Ray was fully compos mentos to the end and
not in pain, he did not need the oﬀered
morphine. I have known others who had brain
cancer and have been misdiagnosed by
diﬀerent doctors in diﬀerent counties. After
his death I wrote a report for our surgery, after
their meeting I was told that in future if a
patient didn’t respond to treatment they
would look at alternative diagnosis. All
cancers are cruel as I learned early in my life,
but it was a shock when he was diagnosed so
I appeal to everyone to learn about this
cancer, be aware.

DUNGENESS




FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com
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Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING

www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

Coastguards up to their
neck in sand!

On Monday the 15th April Dungeness Coastguard and
Folkestone Coastguard attended Camber beach for a multiagency exercise in “Sand Burial”, other agencies that
attended were RNLI Lifeguards & East Sussex Fire & Rescue.

Five dummies were dug into
the sand and the teams had to
locate and extract all
casualties, a great multiagency exercise.

HM Coastguard is responsible
for all incidents on and around
our foreshore including mud
and cliﬀ rescue.

Both the Dungeness team based at New Romney and the
Folkestone Coastguard are recruiting volunteers. If you have time
to volunteer for a great rewarding service, email Julia Fuller at
area8@mcga.gov.uk for more information.
Dean Miller the Station Oﬃcer at Dungeness Coastguard said:
“Becoming a Coastguard rescue Oﬃcer is really rewarding and
allows us to give back to our local community. All training
equipment and skills is
provided to participate in the
Coastguard rescue roll”.
In a coastal emergency dial
999 and ask for the
Coastguard!

Marsh candidates for the May 2nd Elections. Here are the
Marsh runners and riders for the forthcoming elections

Folkestone & Hythe
Council - New Romney
Ward (2 seats): John
Cramp (Lab),Valerie Loseby
Lib Dem), Janet Paice (Lab),
Patricia Rolfe (Con), Russell
Tillson (Con), Malcolm
Watkinson (Green) and David
Wimble (Ind).

Tony Goode, Sandra Leverick
(FoD), Denise Meyers, Ian
Meyers, Daniel Noonan (FoD),
Merlin Redding (FoD), Russell
Tillson, Roger Wilkins, John
Williams (FoD), Marc Wright
(FoD), Catherine Young (FoD)
and Douglas Young (FoD).

Folkestone & Hythe
Council - Romney Marsh
Ward (2 seats): Chrissie
Cooper (Lab),Tony Cooper
(Lab), Eddie Goddard (Con),
Graham Penny (Green), Michel
La Rue (Lib Dem), Ian Meyer
(UKIP),Terry Mullard (UKIP)
and Roger Wilkins (Con).
Folkestone & Hythe
Council – Walland &
Dengemarsh Ward
(2 seats): Paul Carey (Lab),
Ross Carter (Green), John
Davies (Lab), Clive Goddard
(Con),Tony Hills (Con),Ted
Last (Lib Dem) and Len Laws.

There are no elections in the
following wards as the number of
candidates didn’t exceed the
seats.The following are elected
unopposed.

Brenzett Parish Council
(5 seats): Pam Beeching, Jean
Thompson and Julia Webb.

Brookland Parish
Council (5 seats): Colin
Hill, Maria Roberts, Suzanne
Saxby and Victoria Wallington.

Burmarsh Parish Council
(5 seats): Duncan Anderson,
Patricia Argor, Ben Ashdown,
Jayne Blackadder and Denis
Wimble.

New Romney Town
Council Coast Ward
(8 seats): Peter Coe, Mike
Hardy, Jane Hiscock, Pip
Metcalfe, David MillerGlentworth,Wendy Nevard,
Janet Paice (Lab), John Picco
(Ind), Paul Thomas (Ind) and
Russell Tillson.

New Romney Town
Council Town Ward
(8 seats): Paul Carey (Lab),
Tony Cooper (Lab), John
Cramp, Louise Douglas, Matrin
Ebrey, Elaine Gould, Briony
Lonbay-Kapoor, Sheila
McLachan (Ind),Tina Newman,
Jeff Phipps (Ind), John Rivers
(Ind),Tony Rodriguez (Ind),
Patricia Rolfe (Ind) and David
Wimble (Ind).

Dymchurch Parish
Council Ward (9 seats):
Richard Blackwell, John Carr
(Friends of Dymchurch), Deana
Coker (FoD), Chrissie Cooper,

Lydd Town Council
(16 seats): Trevor Allen,
Darren Chapman, Ian
Dimmock, Ann Duncan (Ind),
Kim Gandy (Ind), Clive
Goddard,Tony Hills, Bob Jones,
Jean Jones, Len Laws, Debbie
McKenna, Graham Snell, Martin
Sweeney and Jade Wainwright.

Newchurch Parish
Council (5 seats): Trevor
Apps, Andrew Cragg, Deborah
Ward, Neale Waters and Alison
Youd.
St. Mary-in-the-Marsh
Parish Council (1 seat):
Russell Tillson.

St. Mary’s Bay Parish
Council (6 seats): Graham
Allison,Tony Cooper, Pam
Millen, Michael Wilson and
Terry Wilson.
There were no candidates for
Ivychurch Parish Council (5 seats)
so a new election must be held
within 35 days of May 2nd
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STANDING UP NOT STANDING BY

We are local residents who have come together because we have
had enough of not being heard

We have met and chatted
together over coffees about
how we could affect change
ourselves
MARTIN EBREY

DAVID MILLER-GLENTWORTH

We called a public meeting which was packed out and people from
all political colours put aside their past voting habits and together
we decided to form the Romney Resident Action Group

WE ASK YOU TO

VOTE

It is a big scary step
for us to stand for
election but we are
con dent that we can
do a better job than
the current shower.

FOR US ON
JOHN CRAMP

THURSDAY
2nd MAY

Come and join us on our facebook group - Romney Resident Action Group
ring 01797 369033 or 07881 65782
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New Romney
Town Council
Elections
2nd May 2019
VOTE

Briony
Lonbay Kapoor

(Director of the IMOS Foundation)

Middlemarsh WI April Meeting
A great start with Mary’s birthday greetings and hot cross buns at coffee
time! Prue Leath was Speaker at the well-attended East Kent Federation
Annual Council Meeting. Ann’s lovely basket for the fundraiser sold quickly!
Peter Ewart was April’s Speaker. Peter’s topic was “Victorian Workhouses”,
a slide show illustrated a very interesting talk. Competition Winner was
Rose, second Rosemary, third Barbara.
Upcoming events include:
* Gardeners Q and A at Stone, 18th May 7.30 pm
* Group Garden Party, 21st July, Woodchurch
* East Kent Centenary Garden Party 22nd July, Canterbury
* Sheppey WI host Old Time Music Hall, 10th October
* Middlemarsh Craft Meeting, second Tuesday each month at 1.30pm,
St Mary’s Bay Village Hall
* High Tea for U3A 25th April
* Doors open 8.30am for our Jumble Sale, Monday 27th May, Village
Hall, St Mary’s Bay
* Summer Outing 22nd June: Kent & East Sussex Railway, includes
Afternoon Tea
* New Romney Parade, July 27th
Next meeting will be held at St Mary’s Bay Village Hall, on Thursday 2nd
May, 9.30am. The Competition:
A Mystery Object.
Further information about Middlemarsh
WI activities – as well as the WI in
general – can be found at
www.thewi.org.uk.

My father was a doctor in New
Romney and Dymchurch from
1952 to 1985. I grew up on the
Marsh which feels like home to me.
My mother began the R M Art
Society with friends in 1958.
MANIFESTO

REFORM:
The Town Council has an honourable tradition but
an old-fashioned manner of operation that has a
certain charm but that is not necessarily
appropriate for the 21st Century. If elected I would
prepare a report on the working of the New
Romney Town Council and expect to make a
number of suggestions for improvement and
modernisation.
I should hope to receive the support of rightminded fellow Councillors for any
recommendations that might be made. In general
I am in favour of open discussion and consensus
decision making amongst a decent group of
honest equals.
It would be good to have an order of priority for
actions undertaken by the Council and the benefit

to the town should outweigh the whims and
personal inclinations of individual Councillors.
Even allowing for the continuity of some longer
term projects there should still be a reasonable
turnover of office holders so that distorting
partnerships cannot flourish.
RECOGNISE:
There are many excellent members of our
community who work hard for the betterment of
the town. These people and their organisations
should benefit from decent grants and proper
encouragement and support from the Council
instead of being largely ignored. We are not only
in danger of neglecting our best citizens but have
indeed done so for years.
REVIEW:
There is a feeling that the time taken and the
burgeoning cost of the Sports Centre and Village
Hall might end with the town being landed a
white elephant and heavy debts. A serious review
of progress and the development of an alternative
vision might be in order.
I will support such an undertaking and be
prepared to offer different and perhaps more
fruitful ideas. Use of our own local building
expertise for example and investment that creates
wealth for the town seem to me a better path to
follow - if it is not already too late.

Printed and Published by Briony Lonbay Kapoor, Craythornes Court, Fairfield Road, New Romney TN28 8HU

Sainsbury’s New Romney
raises £3,394 for
Comic Relief
Colleagues at Sainsbury’s
New Romney are
celebrating after raising
£3,394 for Red Nose Day.

In the 20th year of Sainsbury’s and
Comic Relief being oﬃcial partners, the
team took part in a variety of special
fundraising events during the weeks leading up to Red Nose Day’s
big ﬁnale, which took place on Friday 15th March.

In addition the store offered a range of Red Nose Day merchandise,
giving customers the chance to make a donation while they shopped.

Deborah Mascart, Store
Manager at Sainsbury’s
New Romney said: “Red
Nose Day is a fantastic
opportunity for us to
come together with the local community to raise as much money
as possible for a great cause. We always enjoy coming up with lots
of fun and creative activities to get everyone involved. I’m really
proud that our store has been able to contribute to the impressive
ﬁgure donated from Sainsbury’s to Comic Relief and we’d like to
thank our colleagues and customers in Romney Marsh for
their support.”
Wednesday 24th April 2019
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Community Grants Available
to Help Unemployed Kent
People Find Work
by David Wimble

South-east charity CXK has announced that grants
between the values of £10-20k will shortly be available to
small and voluntary sector organisations which support
unemployed people aged 16+ to ﬁnd work, or a learning or
training opportunity.

The grants are available to organisations working in Kent. CXK will
be allocating more than £600,000 in total over the course of the
next year, across three funding rounds.

Sarah Mills, Assistant Director at CXK, said: “The grants are
particularly targeted towards organisations that help four key
priority groups - the over 50s, individuals with disabilities, people
from ethnic minorities and females.
“At CXK we’re dedicated to supporting individuals to progress
towards sustainable education, employment and training, and we’re
excited to be able to support other organisations to do the same.”

Applications for the ﬁrst round of funding will open on Monday
15th April, closing Friday 31st May.
The grants have been awarded by the Education and Skills Funding
Agency (ESFA) under their Community Grants Scheme via European
Social Fund funding (ESF); and are being administered by CXK.

Full details of the grants and the application process are available
at: www.cxk.org/community-grants

G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
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MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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Ashford Invicta Singers, under the
expert direction of Michael Fletcher,
return to the Romney Marsh again this
year presenting a concert in St Nicholas
Church, Saturday, 11th May.

The programme covers a popular range of
musical tastes from Million Dreams (The
Greatest Showman), Forever Motown to
Ave Maria (Mendelson).
Tickets are now in Julie’s Den,27
High Street, New Romney costing just £8
with wine and nibbles. This is in aid of
church funds and you are in for a treat!

The Looker:
a community asset?

It’s a reccurring theme. Every two weeks
The Looker comes out and we have not missed a
deadline in nearly nine years.

We have had a number of changes of the team, but the core
of the paper is run by David Wimble with occasional help from
his father John. With paper prices going through the roof, the
annual dilemma as to what we do with the paper comes round
again. Although it is being run as a business, it is quite heavily
subsidised over the print costs (when advertisers are late
paying etc). The obvious choice is to charge for it when you
consider what you have to pay for either of the other two local
papers. They don’t usually have as much local content along
with the fact that our print quality is better with the paper
that we use.

A.T GARDENERS
07849 357091

a.t.gardeners@hotmail.com
Lawn Cutting / Hedge Cutting / Tree Pruning
General Garden Maintenance
Fencing / Decking / Patio / Garden Landscaping
Garden Clearance plus Much More…

No Job to Big or Small!

Please Call or Email for Enquiries & Free
Quotations with a Friendly Local Service

Looker editor David Wimble said: “People like the paper
because it’s free and when we started it I did everything; set
the adverts up and used ‘quark publisher’ to send to the
printers for the black and white copies. We really do not want
to charge for the paper, as it goes against the ethos of the
community aspect. So we have come up with some options.”

In the past The Looker has suggested that readers might like
to donate to help oﬀset the cost of printing each edition. But
another suggestion for ways to avoid having to charge for the
paper is ‘A Looker Loyalty Card’. These cards would be available
locally and would have a recommended price of £10 per card.
Although the cards would not have any monetary value, we
would oﬀer discounts from our advertisers and any other
business that wanted to follow in our scheme, maybe 10% of
a meal in a restaurant or discount on a service with the card.
The other idea was to get local businesses to sponsor an
edition to help oﬀset the print cost. We would like to know
what you think?
David pointed out: “Now we do not have a full time editor,
none of our contributors get paid. They do it for the
community, but unfortunately we will have to do something
soon. If not we will have to put a cover price on the paper,
which is something we really do not want to do!”
Would you like a loyalty card or be happy to make a donation,
let the Looker know. Email: Info@the Looker.co.uk

The paper is also available online via our website
thelooker.co.uk
Wednesday 24th April 2019
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Early morning job for
local coastguards
Coastguards had
an early morning
wake-up call on
Wednesday 17th
April, after an
unexploded
ordinance device
had been found on
the beach.
The device had been
found on the beach
at Dungeness the
previous evening
around 9.10pm but
Coastguards from
Dungeness and
Folkestone
Coastguard Rescue
Teams were called
and located the item.

And then in the early
hours of Wednesday
morning, it was then
detonated by the Royal
Navy explosive
ordinance team. Kent
Police also attended.

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers

This month’s demonstrations by Mig Kimpton entertained us with
garden hints from the
potting shed, and his
arrangements
were
spectacular and vibrant.

May’s meeting is an
imposed
workshop,
everyone working with the
same materials but the
results all diﬀerent.

Visitors all welcome to watch or join in the fun with refreshments available.

We will be meeting on Wednesday 8th May from 2.30pm – 4.30pm at
St Mary’s Bay village Hall. For more, information contact, Gill on, 01797
367258. Look forward to seeing you.

Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN

Day Centre looking for new Trustees

Romney Marsh Day Centre are seeking two Trustees as a major part of our Strategic
Plan of Development for services to older people on the Romney Marsh.
Applicants are sought from any type of
business or organisation where experience
can be passed on to help us with our aims,
and there is no minimum or maximum age.
Previous experience at ‘Board level’ is
preferred but is not as essential as a passion
to support older people in our community.
Training in how to fulﬁl the role is provided.

RMDC has been in New Romney for some 30
years, and is based in Sunﬂower House. We
have a purpose-built building in the Centre of
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New Romney and we oﬀer a Day centre and
local community meals on wheels, in addition
to other support and care services.

The building also is the home of other outside
services for older people and also an NHS hub
for local GP’s, and other NHS consultants.

To plan for future requirements of older
people and to secure funds for these plans,
we seek to replace long serving retired
Trustees for 2019.
With new Volunteer Trustees to bring

business experience to the Board, we can
expedite our plans sooner rather than later.
There are 4 Board Meetings in a year and
some preparation and reading is required.

If you are able to help with special tasks as
they arise in between meetings, that would
be appreciated. Currently meetings are held
to ﬁt in the free time of all Trustees and are
late afternoon or evenings.

Information regarding the role of the Trustee
and/or a chat with a Trustee to ﬁnd out more
information can be arranged prior to your
application.

Talk to us. Contact our Chairman on 01797
363888 or karen.leader@rmdc.org.uk

Project will help hundreds into work or training

A project that aims to help hundreds of residents into work or
education is looking for people to sign up.

Social Enterprise Kent’s Working Together scheme is part-funded by the
Folkestone Community Works programme, following a successful bid by
Folkestone & Hythe District Council for £2.5m from the European Regional
Development Fund and the European Social Fund. The money is to help
people in the qualifying wards develop their skills.

Working Together, which is also funded by Social Enterprise Kent, aims to
support residents in the East, Central and Harbour wards of Folkestone to
feel more prepared to ﬁnd work through mentoring and coaching.

Emma Woodward, Working Together programme manager, said their target
was to work with 400 residents.

She said: “It’s an ambitious target but we have run similar projects before and
we are able to use what we have learnt to make this scheme a real success.

“We understand that
ﬁnding work often isn’t
as simple as just
applying for jobs and
we want to work with
people to help them
increase
their
conﬁdence and achieve
their goals.

“Thanks to our work
with partners we’re also
able to support people
with their individual
circumstances, whether
that’s debt issues or
housing or learning new
skills.”

Two specialist employment advisers will work with residents on CV writing,
job searching, and interview techniques, while also helping them to identify
goals and an action plan.
The project is one of six chosen from the ﬁrst call for projects by the
Folkestone Local Action Group (LAG). The LAG is made up of local business
and community leaders.
LAG chairman Terry Cooke-Davies said the group was looking forward to
seeing the scheme’s results.

He said: “People who have been out of work or training for some time can
often feel disheartened or disillusioned and this project has ambitious plans
to tackle that by supporting each individual to reach their goals.

“I would urge anyone who feels it may beneﬁt them to get in touch and
ﬁnd out how it could help. There is nothing to lose and everything to gain.”

Folkestone Community Works currently has grants available to
organisations wanting to deliver business support services, or create oﬃce
space for new and start-up businesses.

Business support projects should help potential and existing entrepreneurs,
self-employed people and existing ﬁrms within the Folkestone Community
Works area to grow and develop their businesses. The minimum grant is
£20,000 plus £20,000 match-funding by the applicant, and the maximum
grant is £225,000. Smaller innovative projects will be considered.

Projects to create good quality, ﬂexible oﬃce space and business
accommodation, or creative space for individuals and teams, can apply for
a grant of up to £525,000. The minimum for individual projects is £100,000,
plus £100,000 match-funding.
More detail can be found on the Folkestone Community Works
webpage https://folkestone.works/funding-andsupport/folkestone-community-works/

For more information on Working Together, see
https://sekgroup.org.uk/working-together/ or call 01227 200120.
Wednesday 24th April 2019
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Charting a course towards cross-border
collaboration
Students from both sides of the
Channel joined forces in Folkestone at
the weekend as part of a project
promoting cross-border collaboration
and building self-esteem.

It was the ﬁrst event in this year’s Tall Ships
programme, which culminates on July 7
with the youngsters setting sail on a ﬁveday voyage for Boulogne from Folkestone
Harbour Arm, arriving in time to join the
French Festival of the Sea.

The scheme takes place every two years
and is funded by Folkestone & Hythe

District
Council,
Boulogne
town
council, Eurotunnel
and
Folkestone
Harbour Company. It
aims to promote
team-building and
educational
opportunities for the
students involved.

A total of 60, 13 to 15 year olds from
schools across the district and in Boulogne
took part in the ﬁrst weekend of fun
activities at Folkestone Sports Centre,
including footgolf, archery, tobogganing,
orienteering and water-based activities.

Jyotsna Leney, Community Services
Manager at Folkestone & Hythe District
Council, said the project provided a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity for local students.

“It was wonderful to see them working
together over the weekend and I am
looking forward to seeing friendships
blossom over the course of the
programme.”
The next weekend event is 17-20 May in
Boulogne, and the students will be back in
Folkestone on June 15 and 16.

She said: “The Tall Ships project is
something young people will always
remember being part of, and it teaches
them hugely valuable skills as well as giving
them the opportunity to get to know
students from another country.

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS
INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC
Our quality Work is Guaranteed &
Installed to British & Brett Standard
PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266
Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com
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Forum takes HEART from
Martello 24 preservation
by Andrew South

Martello 24 in Dymchurch was the venue
for a special visit recently from members
of the Shepway HEART Forum – the
heritage and arts tourism group
championing the important role of our
history and culture in visitors’ experiences
– as well as our own on the Marsh.

Established more than ten years ago, the Forum
has become a driving force for the promotion of
heritage and arts tourism under the chairmanship
of architect and heritage enthusiast Roger Joyce.
The visit was of particular interest to architects
involved with the refurbishment of Martello
Towers 6 and 7 in Sandgate, and an opportunity
to see what has been achieved to preserve the
historic defensive tower – the only one of 74

towers constructed between Seaford and
Folkestone in close to its original condition.

The Friends of Martello 24 have been
instrumental in ensuring the conservation of the
Tower and making it the most visited free-entry
site of all English Heritage properties.

“We have been working closely with English
Heritage to the point where we have been able
to open the Tower to the public at weekends
during the summer season,” says FoM24
Secretary, Peter Faulkner.

The Towers are built of around 250,000 bricks
and it seems that renowned builder William
Hobson was spoilt for choice when it came to
the quality of the bricks – hence the derivation
of the phrase, but this, it seems may have more
to do with folklore than fact! The cost of the
towers if built today would be in the region of
£5m each, which reﬂects the seriousness with
which the nation viewed the threat from a
Napoleonic invasion over 210 years ago.
However, there is a problem with ongoing
leakage and damp which English Heritage is
planning to address during May with remedial
work, but Richard Blackwell, Chairman of the
FoM24 is passionate about what the group has
achieved so far.

“We want to leave something on the Marsh and
its heritage needs to be in good nick for the next

generation. There are people in the village who
have yet to visit the Tower, but we have a great
team of volunteers who help us to provide this
legacy – two volunteers come from Somerset
every year in their camper-van which shows how
important the place is!” says Richard.
“This is a great example of how sharing ideas will
beneﬁt the unique heritage our district oﬀers, and
it shows how important English Heritage views
this Tower to spend the money to sort the leaking
problem out,” said Roger Joyce. “And it is this sort
of view of the bigger picture which should feed
into a robust Heritage Strategy for the district.”

For the HEART Forum visitors, this was a great
opportunity to learn about the construction of
the Tower, which will contribute to their work to
preserve the character of Towers 6 and 7 during
building work.

But in the meantime, Martello Tower 24 is now
open every weekend from 2pm to 4pm for the
rest of the summer. More information about the
Tower is available at: www.theromneymarsh.net/
martello24. There are still opportunities to
volunteer in meet and greet roles at the Tower –
call Peter Faulkner to discuss on 01797 212507.
The work of the Shepway HEART Forum can be
found at: www.shepwayheartforum.co.uk.
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Church music comes alive ‘n’ pickin’

St Leonard’s Church in Hythe is
perhaps more traditionally associated
with the sonorous renditions of the
ﬁnest hymns, carols and choral music.
For hundreds of years the Church has
seen the recession of the tide from
the town, and ridden the Reformation,
but now the building’s ﬁne walls are
ﬂexing their musical muscles in new
ways for the 21st century.
The beautiful church hosts a musical
evening headlined by virtuoso duo Alive ‘n’
Pickin’ on Thursday, 2nd May, made up of
Rab Noakes and Rod Clements, whose
roots are ﬁrmly embedded in folk-singing
and song-writing history.

Rab has entertained Hythe folk before,
playing in the intimate surroundings of the
Tin Tabernacle 18 months ago to rapturous
reception.

The Scottish-born singer-songwriter has
been in the music business for nearly 50
years, working with the likes of Gerry
Raﬀerty and Barbara Dickson. He has
released more than 20 albums and is an
original member of Stealer’s Wheel.
No less renowned in musical circles, Rod
Clements was a founder member of folk-
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by Andrew South

unique evening of mellow musical
fruitfulness. But there are other musical
attractions on the bill to make this an
evening to remember. Kicking oﬀ
proceedings is Rachel Gerrard, a Folkestonebased musician, who has enjoyed an
illustrious career in the recording studio and
on stage covering a wide spectrum of
musical disciplines from jazz and electronica
to pop and orchestral works.

rock icons Lindisfarne, penning the awardwinning Top Five hit ‘Meet me on the
Corner’ in 1972. He also toured extensively
with another folk hero, Ralph McTell, and
played bass on his ‘Streets of London’ hit.
“This is very much about providing access
to the rich cultural and musical heritage we
enjoy in the area,” says Brinley Hughes,
Concert Manager for the Friends of St.
Leonard’s Church. “This follows the huge
success of the Gigspanner concert in
November last year, and builds on the wide
variety of jazz, classical and chamber music
we are including in our musical programme.”

The pairing of Rab and Rod under the Alive
‘n’ Pickin’ title brings together two of the
ﬁnest exponents of the folk-rock genre
under St. Leonard’s expansive roof for a

Next up will be the Mampapa Duo bringing
with them a blend of African fusion.
‘Mampama’ is a word used in Sierra Leone
to describe the fermented sap of palm trees
- a drink better known as ‘palm wine’ which is also the name given to the
distinctive style of music played in the bars
where the beverage is enjoyed. The drink
may not be available at the venue’s bar on
the evening, but the Duo will certainly help
to bring a taste of the exotic to
St. Leonard’s!
Tickets for this amazing evening of music
are available from Art Write in Hythe High
Street for £12, and also from the
www.eventbrite.co.uk website.

A bar will be open and the entertainment
begins at 7.30pm. Make your date with
good folk now!

GARDENERS’
CORNER
A stranger on the
shore: making a
new garden in an
unfamiliar climate
by Debbie Ward

I had spent 12 years turning a quarter of an acre of
overgrown heavy clay in the Weald of Kent into my version
of Great Dixter and thought I would carry on till I fell off my
perch. Then a series of events following the collection of an
Ebay armchair in Hythe created a perfect storm and we
found ourselves with a For Sale sign outside our 17th
century weather-boarded cottage and looking for a suitable
billet on Romney Marsh.

St Clement Church, Old Romney

hit gravel. A gardening friend visited and peered at the soil
between the stones, the rich colour of builders sand. But the
high water table meant the water that we filled the planting
hole with to give the roots the best chance took hours to drain
away, much longer than our previous clay. “Strange,” said the
friend, taking a handful of the soil and squeezing it. “Claggy
sand. They don’t give that as an option in the gardening
books.” Indeed not. There is a very good reason they call
Romney Marsh the Fifth Continent. Nothing here is as it is
anywhere else.

As a gardener, I was keen to get an idea of what my new garden
would look like. The flat coastal landscape I knew well from
frequent visits over the years, but I was having difficulty finding
out the technical bits. What was the soil like? Was it marshy or
sandy, acid or alkaline? What would grow well and what wouldn’t?
Two days after our house went on the market in August 2017,
BBC Radio 4’s Gardeners’ Question Time was from Romney
Marsh. I was beside myself with excitement and settled down
with a cup of tea. It was disappointing as none of the questions
were from the Marsh and the recorded bits were from
Folkestone and Pluckley. Close, but no tobacco plant. The
buying and selling process was long and tortuous and I
resigned myself to having to wait and see where we ended up
and potted up my favourite plants to take with me.
We ended up with a lovely Victorian house in Old Romney with
a blank canvas of a garden in September 2018. Peaking into
local gardens, gardens all over the Marsh actually, didn’t yield
too many clues. Our neighbour has a garden full of acid loving
shrubs yet the soil testing kit showed our soil to be quite
alkaline. In St Mary In The Marsh we saw hydrangeas and roses
alongside lavender, not natural bedfellows. In Newchurch, the
mix of drought and moisture loving flowers was a joy to behold,
but revealed no answers. Perhaps the reclaimed soil was just so
fertile that anything will grow here.
Plans in my head started to form. Bulbs poked through as the
winter loosened its grip. I figured out where the sunniest and
shadiest spots were. I tried to train the dog to bury its bones
away from where I planned the borders to be.
As spring came, some of the plants we brought with us (and
those bought from the Ham Street garden centre takeover sale)
needed to go in the ground. The spade in the lawn very quickly
Wednesday 24th April 2019
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Appeal for help as Hythe and
Romney Marsh Foodbanks
become increasingly vital for
more local residents

Local people are being asked for their continued support
for food banks across the district.

The scheme that is known as ‘The Shepway Foodbank’ is becoming
an increasingly important service with demand for its services
increasing across the area.

Demand for foodbanks is increasing nationally, and that's also
evident locally. Between 1 January and 15 March, the Shepway
Foodbank redeemed 287 foodbank vouchers, which has fed 600
people. This is a dramatic increase from the same period in 2018
when 91 vouchers were redeemed and 357 people were fed.

Putting aside the political reasons for this increase there is currently
a need to help feed many of the local community and many local
residents are being incredibly generous in supporting their
neighbours through the Shepway Foodbank.
People wanting to know how
they can help, there are dropoﬀ points for people donating
food across the area,
including:

• Citizens Advice Bureau;
St. Michael's Church, Hythe

• Rampart Road, Hythe CT21
5BE (rear entrance in
Chapel Street) – Friday
10:30-12:00

• Romney Marsh Community
Church, North Street, New
Romney TN28 8DW –
Monday - Friday mornings
9.30am-12 noon

• All Saints Rectory, Lydd – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, 10.00am-4.00pm, 01797 320345
*This centre can also provide emergency food boxes

Lydd Dementia Café
by Pauline Pogson

RE: comments made by Lorayne Burgess re: Channel 4
programme

The program was made in Bristol. It was an 8 weeks away, the
training before hand was 5 weeks in Health and Safety and
Food Hygiene. The ﬁrst and second weeks were spent in the
kitchen, and the third was practical training. A chaperon was
appointed to look after the Group.
I was ﬁrst seen in the papers four
years ago, and at that time I was the
youngest person with Frontal Lobel
Dementia. Now the youngest person
taking part in this programme is 23
years old. People think of dementia
as happening to older people, but
that is not the case.

(The Alzheimer Society sponsored
the programme and for Lorayne to
do promote the work of the
Loryane Burgess
Alzheimer Society in supporting
people with dementia). Lorayne
attends and supports the work of Lydd Dementia Café.

Dementia Awareness week is the 20th May. Dining with Dementia
was ﬁlmed in Bristol over ﬁve nights. There are 14 people with
dementia taking part all at various stages. They age between 23-67.

Frontal Lobe dementia, is a cross with being forgetful, with a cross
between Motor Neuron and Parkinson.

They served and waited on eight tables. At ﬁrst they shadowed the
staﬀ. Then they took over under supervision by the chef. They had
celebrities visit the restaurant. This is a ‘must watch’ program. The
group members took the orders, and plated up the dishes and then
served them to the customers.

People with dementia tire quickly and need more breaks, which at
ﬁrst the ﬁlm crew did not realise, but it would appear from Lorayne’s
report that she soon made everyone aware of the necessity for them
to have more breaks.

What came over to me when talking with Lorayne she was ‘a kind
sensitive person ‘and our conversation together was full of laughter
and fun. I look forward to seeing this programme.

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
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The Lydd Concords return for a second reunion

Following the reunion of some of The Concords, the Lydd-based group just before last Christmas, the four original
members got together on Saturday 6th April for a one-oﬀ concert after some 55 years!
local, and they were joined by Bob Piper who came all the way from
Cape Town, South Africa to play with the group on drums
once again.

It was a very successful evening and they were very pleased with
the turnout, especially with a fair amount of supporters from the
sixties and it was great for catching up with old friends.

There is a rumour that the ‘New reformed Concords’ will be seen
shortly with Dave Kimber and Ian Williams joining Les, ‘Tinker’
and Barry.

• The original Concords, (left to right) Bob Piper, Les Freathy, Mick Tordoﬀ
and Barry Vile

The evening at The Institute at Lydd was very well supported with
over 100 people attending with people travelling from afar as
Hampshire and Worcester for the event. One ex-Lydder, Nigel
Brooks even came all the way from Houston, Texas for the
weekend! It was ﬁtting that the gig should be at The Institute as
that was where they played when they ﬁrst started out. They used
to play there on a Monday night and it was known by some local
teenagers as The Concords Club.

The original members of The Concords who played on Saturday are
Les Freathy, Mick (Tinker) Tordoﬀ and Barry Vile. They all live fairly
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R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Dungeness RNLI
assists cabin cruiser
with failed propellers
At 3.25pm on 12 April 2019, Dungeness RNLB ‘The
Morrell’ and her volunteer crew were tasked to assist a
16m cabin cruiser with failed propellers located 5 miles
north east of Dungeness.
The casualty and her four persons on board were on passage to
Brighton from Brightlingsea when they ran into diﬃculties with
their propellers.

Once on scene, two volunteer crew went aboard the casualty vessel
to assess the situation and it was established that the casualty
should be towed to Dover. The vessel was then towed to Dover for
repairs.
Coxswain, Stuart Adams says: ‘Our volunteer crew were eﬃcient
as always in assisting the casualty. The casualty was well prepared
but unfortunate on this occasion and we wish them well on
their passage.

• The RNLI charity saves lives at sea. Its volunteers provide a 24-hour
search and rescue service around the United Kingdom and Republic of
Ireland coasts. The RNLI operates over 230 lifeboat stations in the UK
and Ireland and has more than 180 lifeguard units on beaches around
the UK. The RNLI is independent of Coastguard and government and
depends on voluntary donations and legacies to maintain its rescue
service. Since the RNLI was founded in 1824 its lifeboat crews and
lifeguards have saved 140,000 lives.
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01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!
If you have a Bulk LPG Tank but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has - or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex
We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

South East Open Studios 2019
is coming to the Marsh
Discover great Arts & Crafts here on your doorstep!
by Shirley Leslyn Sheppard

Now in its 22nd year, the South East Open
Studios (SEOS) includes over 200 artists such as
ceramicists, potters, printmakers, glassfusers,
jewellers, painters and furniture makers. From
the 7th-23rd June these artists, across East
Sussex and Kent, will be opening up their
studios to the public, giving a unique
opportunity to speak with the artists about
their work and ideas and also to purchase
handcrafted pieces of artwork. Here on Romney
Marsh, there will be the opportunity for you to
explore and discover the broad-based work of
our very own artist Shirley Sheppard opening
the doors to her studio at St. Nicholas Road,
Littlestone.

An African Inﬂuence – Market Day: Stitch and Fabric

Shirley has had a varied career, from ﬁnance and
oﬃce management, through to running
playgroups, childcare and now has settled back
into her ﬁrst love as a designer-maker and artist.
In 2002, Shirley started an arts foundation
course in Art and Design in Eastbourne, which
culminated in obtaining a First Class Honours
Degree in 2005 from Brighton University. She is
now a member of various art groups including
the Romney Marsh Art Society (RMAS) and the

Tiger: Arcylic Painting

Ashford Visual Artists (AVA). Shirley will be
exhibiting at the Dungeness Power Station from
19 July to 30 August – an exhibition with the
AVA in aid of Breast Cancer Research.

Her work is continuously evolving and covers a
variety of techniques including drawing, painting,
ceramics, needlecraft, print and more recently, lino
printing and needle felt. Shirley tells us that she
has been an artist since she was old enough to
hold a pencil. She was a dressmaker at ﬁfteen,
making her ﬁrst tailored three piece suit for a
school friend. She is constantly learning and
pushing her ideas forward into the various
disciplines that she uses and is able to draw down
ideas and experiences from life, family and friends.
Shirley’s ceramic work often explores the human
condition, and whether serious or humorous, it
always intends to excite the observer. Her pencil
work is almost of a photographic nature and
invites the viewer to have fun and lose themselves
in the depth of the drawings.

Having her studio at home does have its
drawbacks: it requires an extra level of discipline
and a strict studio routine. She ﬁnds it easier to
work to a deadline with a show or exhibition in
mind. She tells us that her husband is not only
her biggest fan, he can often be her biggest critic
and so she tries not to show her work to him
until it is ﬁnished.

Shirley says she ﬁnds it diﬃcult to decide on a
favourite medium as it is more the subject

An African Inﬂuence –
Market Day Flower Seller – Ceramics

Hollyhocks – Pen and Wash

matter or mood, which makes that decision for
her. You will often see her out walking her dogs,
during which time she thinks about ideas and
observes things around her. In order to keep her
ideas fresh she uses workbooks alongside
photographs when developing new work. This
year she is following a themed idea especially for
the Open Studios event and has incorporated
various designs into her ceramics, paint,
needlecraft, print and cards, all of which will be
available for sale.

So please come along and meet Shirley to talk
about her work and see the enormous variety of
gifts and artworks on sale at her studio at 75 St
Nicholas Road between 7-23 June, 12-5pm.

Life is good down at the beach – Pencil Drawing

The SEOS have a brochure available, showing
the Art Trail Map which links all the various
artists in their Open Studios event, giving
locations and times of opening. So why not take
the time to go out and enjoy our beautiful
countryside in June and explore the hidden
gems of our very own talented artists who are
looking forward to sharing their studios and
work with you.

www.shirleyleslyn.co.uk
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/artbyshirleyleslyn
www.seos-art.org

The Pebble Beach – Pencil Drawing
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Mrs P’s Diary
Caravans and camper vans are
now as prolific as an
invasion of snails.
They crawl around the
country side, their
inhabitants appearing
from various
apertures to view the
surrounding area.
Usually in search of sustenance.
Hopefully not demolishing precious
plants. Or to be stamped on or worse still
devoured by peckish birds.
Others drive open top cars, and bellow to
each other and allow the pedestrians to
share their taste in music. Coaches belt up
and down the motorways, disgorging
their load at various seaside resorts. From
Blackpool to Brighton, Torquay to Tenby,
all the hotels proudly display their No
Vacancies sign and drive around the local
area noting who's full. The food suppliers
block the pavements whilst unloading
boxes of fruit and vegetables.
Cyclists are swarming like wasps, usually
dressed in black and yellow Lycra. Too
tempting to shout “Buzz Off.” But only
from the safety of a bus.
And the keen walkers seem to need to
carry most of their possessions on their
backs. In rucksacks. Very capacious and
practical I'm sure. But the number of
times that I've been smacked around the
head with these things is uncountable.
The wearer turns round without looking
and wallop. Or worse still the eggs in my
reusable Aldi bag are smashed. Expect
Waitrose carriers could withstand the
impact…
So, I think Mr P has the right idea. He now
needs a mobility scooter. A big one.
It could be a while before we get it as he
wants a roof rack. And a sat nav…
Can't think what will be shouted at him in
Hythe high street …
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Grumpy
New Romney man
makes it to 80

Saturday 13th April saw a “surprise” party to celebrate the
80th birthday of New Romney born and bred Francis Jones.
Francis, or Frank as he prefers to be called, was born in
1939 in New Romney to Lomas and Florence Jones. He was
the youngest of eight, having four sisters and three
brothers, all living in a tiny two up and two down cottage
in Lions Road. He went to New Romney Primary School and
Southlands Secondary School. His father died when he was
a young teenager.
He left school in 1954 and for three months was
assistant gardener for Captain Howey at Red
Tiles. He then followed in the footsteps of
his father and headed towards Chatham and
joined the Navy to “see the world”. He served
for 12 years and during this time he established
himself as unoﬃcial ships barber to earn some
extra pocket money. He served on a total of
12 ships and got to visit many countries.
Whilst on an island near Singapore, he
met his future wife Levina who was
stationed there whilst serving with
the Queen Alexander Royal Army
Nursing Corps. Six months later
whilst on leave at New Romney,
Frank asked Levina to marry him
and they married in Levina’s home
town of Sheﬃeld in 1960. They had
two boys, Roger and James.
Frank left the Navy in 1966 and
bought their ﬁrst home in
Greatstone in Channon Road. He
started
work
painting
and
decorating with his brother Jim.
Frank soon branched out on his own
and started decorating new build
houses for a local developer/builder
he always called “old man” Charles.
He expanded doing general building
jobs for the Charles’ as well as
building work for other people and
built up a nice group of local regular
customers.

In 1970 he purchased a plot of land in
Prior Road, Greatstone and built his
own four bedroom house. As it was his
ﬁrst house build, the bricklayer said to
him, “Well, it has got two chances, it
can stay up or it can fall down”. This
amused Frank and he named the
house “Two Chances”. Much to
Levina’s disappointment and disgust,
after less than a year they moved to
Lydd-on-Sea to an old wartime
house that needed some work, in
modern parlance a “doer upper”.
Around this time he built his ﬁrst

house for a paying customer in Manor Road, Lydd. In 1972 he
bought his ﬁrst classic car from Ansells Garage in Lydd, an old 1935
Standard 12HP Saloon. It was drivable but in need of restoration.

In 1973 he bought some land at the end of Seaview Road,
Greatstone and acquired planning permission to extend the road a
few hundred feet. Frank then went on to build six bungalows there,
one of which was to be their home until 1985. The new bungalow
had a large garage - big enough for a caravan, and several cars and
included an inspection pit so that he could rebuild his Standard 12.
Once he had restored the car he attended many vintage car rallies
all over the country and was a regular at the Sellindge Steam
Festival. In 1980 Frank had the ﬁrst of several heart attacks
resulting in a ten day stay in Dover Bucklands Hospital. He made a
reasonable recovery and gradually got back to work.

In the mid-1980s Frank saw details of a derelict farmhouse for sale
at Dengemarsh. This was seen as an ideal opportunity to get the
space he wanted and over the next year or so it was fully rebuilt
and the family moved there in 1985. During this period he built
more houses at Greatstone and Littlestone but he also suﬀered a
couple more heart attacks.
1990 saw the birth of the ﬁrst of four grandchildren and from the
outset he called himself “Grumpy” grandad, a name which has
stuck with the grandchildren. In the same year he was admitted to
hospital for a quadruple bypass. Frank recovered well from this but
decided that it was time to retire. In the 20 odd years he had been
building Frank had completed some 24 houses and numerous
extensions and smaller jobs in the area.

Once retired, Frank spent time enjoying his hobbies
of gardening and more importantly classic cars.
Along the way he had “acquired” a 1960 Peerless
GT. He didn’t really know what it was until he saw
a similar looking car at a car show. He got talking
to the owner and eventually totally rebuilt the
car getting it on the road in 1995. He made
several trips down to Le Mans in it and also
went to rallies in the UK, often camping
overnight in a tent Sadly in 2006 Levina passed
away at the age of 66. Fortunately Frank had
his hobbies to keep him busy and since then
has rebuilt a further two cars. He sold the
Standard 12 after 40 years of ownership as it
was hard to drive with its heavy steering. As
the years have gone on Frank decided he
needed more comfort than a tent to sleep in
at car rallies, so he built a trailer tent and
eventually bought a camper van for the ultimate
in weekend car rally comfort. He still attends car
rallies and regularly meets up with the rest of his
mates in the classic car world. Frank also has a
passion for old clocks and loves stripping them
down, cleaning them and getting them up and
running like new.
As Frank approached his 80th year, his sons decided
to arrange a bit of a do for him. Not an easy task
ﬁnding out who to invite, where they lived and how
to get hold of them. Multiple quick undercover
“raids” into his house were made to riﬂe through his
address books and Christmas card lists and also to
ﬁnd old photos to display at the party. Discussions
were also had as to the type of “Party”. A late night
noisy disco was deﬁnitely out, so the family settled
on an afternoon do at Lydd Golf Club, with a bar, tea,
buﬀet and cake. The party was well attended. Frank
was being driven home from a family lunch when the
car suddenly turned into the golf club where Frank
found his friends waiting to surprise him!
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Spring has sprung

With the days getting longer and temperatures increasing
wildlife has sprung into action. With migrating birds
trickling through the Romney Marsh and ﬂowers unfurling
it is a truly exciting time of year. And one of the most
charismatic creature out and about at the moment is the
bumbling buzzing bumblebee.

At this time of year large Bumblebees will emerge from their winter
hibernation and will seem to be ﬂying aimlessly into gaps and holes.
These large bumblebees are Queens. They are searching for nesting
sites to raise their colonies. Bumblebees are very creative with their
nests and will use pretty much anything as long as it is dry and well
hidden, including abandoned rodent nests. The Queen’s job is
simple, ﬁnd a nest site, lay eggs and raise the ﬁrst brood of workers.
After the ﬁrst brood is produced the Queen spends the rest of her
days in the nest laying more eggs for the workers to raise.

This time of year is
one of the hardest for
our bees as they can
struggle
to
ﬁnd
enough ﬂowers to
collect nectar and
pollen to sustain
themselves let alone
start a colony. Early
ﬂowering plants such
as dandelions and
willow are therefore
vital for bumblebees to start a bustling lively colony. You will often
come across lethargic bees crawling listlessly along the ﬂoor this
time of year. If you do simply oﬀer them sugary water to replenish
their energy and with in minutes they will be back in action.

The size of bumblebee’s varies and it is determined by how much
food the Queen can collect when starting the colony. Nests can
grow up to having a hundred workers or more during the course of
the year. The UK has twenty four Bumblebee species which can be
identiﬁed by their characteristics and colourations. The Romney
Marsh is one of the most diverse places in the UK to ﬁnd them and
three of the rarest species are commonly found in the area. If you
are interested in learning more about bumblebees join one of our
guided walks and become the bee’s knees!
For more information on our events go to our website
www.rmcp.co.uk or contact us by emailing on info@rmcp.co.uk.

The Looker is usually available from the following outlets:
LYDD: The Dolphin, MACE Stores,
Usher Motors, Lyons, McColls, Spar, The
Vets, The Airport & The Golf Club.

ST. MARY’S BAY: Colin Wood,
Sans Café, Neil’s Newsagents &
TheVillage Hall.

DUNGENESS & LYDD-ON-SEA:

HYTHE: Railway Restaurant,
Sainsbury’s, Bank Street Newsagents,
High St. Newsagents, Brooks, I Like
That, Post Office, The Swan, Kings Head,
Elysian Treasures, Nutmeg Café,
Temptations, Butt of Sherry, Stade
Street Newsagents, Hope Inn,
Swimming pool, Hythe Imperial,
The Bell & The Red Lion.

The RH&DR Café, Britannia Inn,
RNLI Station, Pilot Inn, Mark
Richardson’s Fish Shop, Spar &
Seagull Fishing Tackle.

LITTLESTONE: Spar, Convenience
Store, Curl Up & Dye, Rod & Line,
Captain Howey, RH&DR, Marsh
Insurance & Marsh Academy Leisure
Centre.
THE MARSH: Rose & Crown, Old
Romney, The Woolpack, Brookland, The
Bell, Ivychurch, The Star, St. Mary’s &
The Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh.
DYMCHURCH: Tesco, Ocean Inn,
Smuggler’s Chest, Village Stores, Post
Office, Butchers, Village Café,
British Legion & Haguelands.
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SANDGATE: Paper Shop, Saga,
Library, Rowing Club, Providence &
The Ship.
NEW ROMNEY: Sainsbury’s, The Ship,
Romney Cycles, Premier Stores, Library,
Elsie’s, Coach House, The Computer
Lady, Spar, Capelli, Cheapjacks, Cinque
Ports, The Broadacre, North Street
Church, Bowls Club, Prescott House,
Day Centre, Firmagers, The Plough &
The Warren.

Local Author tells of her struggle with
‘diﬃcult’ second novel

Local author, Jo Jenner wrote the ﬁrst
draft of her second novel back in
November 2013 as part of National
Novel Writing Month (also known as
NaNoWriMo).
NaNoWriMo
is
an
international
competition where entrants attempt to
write a novel in just one month. Fresh from
her success with 'Stripper of the Yard' in
2012 Jo decided to give NaNoWriMo
another go.

“I was riding the crest of a wave,” says Jo.
“NaNoWriMo is the perfect way to get your
ﬁrst draft down on paper. You don't worry
about format structure or editing you just
write.”

Despite completing her ﬁrst draft in
November 2013 it has still taken six years
for the novel to ﬁnally be ﬁnished. Why has
it taken so long?

“Unfortunately I was diagnosed with a
tumour on my larynx in 2014 and the
operations and the rehab meant I didn't
have the strength either physically or
mentally to edit the manuscript.
“Once I was well enough to write I wrote

about my diagnosis and
the struggle to regain my
health. This resulted in
‘Speechless:
My
Laryngectomy
Story’
being published in 2015.
I just didn't seem to be
able to get back to
writing ﬁction which has
always been my ﬁrst
love.
“I eventually went back
to
my
2013
NaNoWriMo
entry
and tried again.”

Jo then spent nearly a
year writing and rewriting before she
decided that the original manuscript was
better than any of the changes she had
been trying to make.

Jo then thought she had ﬁnished the book
and published it through Amazon Kindle
Direct publishing but there was still
something niggling at the back of her mind.

“I knew the ending wasn’t quite right but I
just couldn't but my ﬁnger on it,” Jo admits.
“Then I was talking to someone who had

read it and she asked
me what happened in
one particular scene
towards the end of the
book. I asked if it would
make more sense if I
explained what had
previously
happened
behind closed doors?”

‘The Gangster, His Wife,
His Lover and His Brother'
tells the story of Tony
Baltoni, an east end
gangster. One day Tony’s
wife decides she wants to stay at home
and try to get pregnant but Tony needs a
beautiful woman on his arm. Maybe a
pretend mistress will be just the answer.
Only she doesn't remain his pretend
mistress for very long and Tony’s brother,
Sal, is the only one who can get them all out
of this mess. Or is he?
‘The Gangster, His Wife, His Lover and His
Brother’ is available as an eBook or
paperback from Amazon.
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Our Man in Rotary Club of

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

It was tragic that Easter week should start with the
devastating ﬁre that engulfed the Notre Dame cathedral in
Paris. Mercifully, the external structure of the building has
survived, even though the roof and spire were destroyed,
along with many precious artefacts.

Romney Marsh

by Trevor Harrison

Another full month for our club started with a visit for members
and partners to New Hall in Dymchurch where the current Bailiff
(and Rotary member) Spencer Buck along with his Sergeant, Mick
Pope gave a talk on the history of the building and the work of
maintaining the water levels on the Marsh. The term ‘New’ in the
title is a relative one as it has its origin from when the place was
rebuilt in 1575 as a replacement for an earlier half-timbered
building which had been destroyed by fire. The hall is now a
museum but was originally used as a magistrate’s court and a
meeting place for the Lords of the Level, Jurats (workers), and
bailiff from where they discussed and ruled the Marshland which
was their domain.

This iconic church was founded in 1163 and has withstood more than
850 years of European history; including the French revolution, the
coronation of Napoleon and the Nazi occupation during the Second
World War. As a place of worship, all Christians recognise the
importance of the cathedral of Notre Dame, but it has huge cultural
signiﬁcance for the world as well. When the art historian, and former
resident of Saltwood Castle Kenneth Clark, made his 1969 television
series called Civilisation, he opened it looking at Notre Dame and
stating, ‘What is Civilisation? I don’t know. I can’t deﬁne it in abstract
terms, yet. But I think I can recognise it when I see it.’

Notre Dame is a symbol for the achievements of European civilisation,
not least the great Rose window which shows how beauty and order
are centred on the Divine.

Perhaps this Easter week we should think on the ﬁre at Notre Dame,
and thank the ﬁre crews whose bravery prevented a tragedy from
becoming a complete disaster. It is also a reminder that when many of
the day to day quarrels that can take up so much of our time are
forgotten, there are some things which endure and will remain relevant
to the lives of people on this planet for many generations to come.

Last week the House of Commons rose for a short Easter recess,
without yet having resolved the question of when Britain will leave
the European Union (EU). At the meeting of the leaders of the EU
member states last week, the prospect was left open that Brexit may
not happen before the end of October, however if parliament votes
to approve the EU withdraw agreement we could leave sooner. This
means that the UK may be required to elect members of the European
Parliament on 23rd May.

I do not want us to be in this position. I want parliament to agree as
soon as possible to approve a withdrawal agreement so that we can
leave before the European elections. There will still be many issues to
resolve, including reaching an agreement on our long-term trading
relationship with the EU, but we will have taken the step of leaving
the political structures of the European Union.

I believe that a deal can be reached, but that will require compromise.
The longer parliament digs its heels waiting for the perfect Brexit to
come along, the greater will be the length of the delay. For the EU as
well, their hard-line position on the withdrawal agreement and in
particular the terms for the backstop have helped to create this
impasse. If they were to allow the UK to exit the backstop, subject to
us fulﬁlling our obligations in Northern Ireland under the terms of the
Good Friday Agreement, then I believe it would quickly be passed by
the House of Commons. These delays are no good for any of us; it is
time to move on.
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Spencer Buck (seated) and Mick Pope

Mick now works for the Environment Agency and looks after the
dams, tidal doors and other devices used to control water levels today
which essentially means reducing levels in the winter and increasing
them in the summer so that it can be used for irrigation, wet fences
and biodiversity management while keeping the feet of farmers,
sheep and everybody else dry.
Later in the month we welcomed Stan Smith from Kent Wildlife Trust
which works in partnership with local authorities, church diocese, and
other agencies to examine the interaction between the marsh, its
heritage, wildlife, and landscape with the people living in the area.
The Trust welcomes volunteers, who might be asked to visit our
ancient churches, churchyards, old barns, rare Lookers huts and the
like to record wildlife and habitats (there are a variety of dragonflies
that are unique to our marshy area along with other rare species),
build planters to contain plants such as fennel, wild strawberries, and
other rare plants or undertake projects to restore, re-discover, reclaim
or otherwise improve the many historic sites in the vicinity.
It was a very stimulating, talk which ended with Stan urging us to
rediscover the beauty and history of our area once described by John
Betjeman as ‘Romney Marsh, where the roads wind like streams
through pasture and the sky is always three quarters of the landscape’.
Finally we are very pleased to welcome three new members to our
club this month, Jim & Julie Lawrence and Lindy Hutchinson, we wish
them all a very happy time in our Rotary family and expect theirs to
be the first names on the Santa Sleigh rota later in the year.
If you are interested in coming along to meet us and learn a little
more about who we are and what we do please contact us via our
website www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk or our Facebook page.

LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,

As part of the Great British Spring Clean 2019,
I organised a Litter Pick of Lydd Town on the
morning of Saturday 30th March.

I would like to thank all those who joined me at
the meeting point at the rear of the Guild Hall and
for their support and enthusiasm for the litter
pick.

I was delighted that so many members of the
community turned out to help with this event,
there were almost 30 of us with as many bags of
rubbish being ﬁlled with litter.

Folkestone and Hythe District Council Oﬃcers,
Giles and Gary ensured that the event went safely
and handed out the necessary Equipment for the
task which included litter-pickers, bags, hoops,
and gloves.

If I am fortunate enough to be re-elected to the
District Council on May 2nd I will be organising
future events of this kind several times a year.
Whilst we concentrated on the Town this time
round we will be visiting the Coast as well to
ensure the whole of the Parish beneﬁts from this
initiative.
Councillor Clive Goddard
Folkestone and Hythe District Council,
Lydd Town Council

Dear Looker,

It has come to our attention that Councillor
Russell Tillson, Director of Opportunitas,
Chairman of the Folkestone & Hythe
Conservative party has committed Electoral Fraud
and breached the regulations laid out by the
Electoral Commission.

His application to stand as a candidate for
Dymchurch Parish Council has been completed
and false information was provided by Russell
Tillson on this application form.

He has declared his eligibility to stand under
qualiﬁcation D - as his main address being within
3 miles from the boundary of the Parish. We have
checked this distance and the information he has
provided is incorrect.

We have viewed the candidates declaration at
Folkestone & Hythe District council And we
believe that election fraud been committed.
We have reported this matter to Folkestone &
Hythe District council and to Kent Police.

His nomination for Dymchurch was proposed by
Roger Wilkins and seconded by Denise Meyers.
The page containing the alleged fraud was
witnessed by conservative councilor Roger
Wilkins!

We believe he may also be illegitimately standing
for election in Folkestone East, as we think his
main job is in Folkestone central, but have not
viewed this nomination form.
He is also standing for New Romney, St Mary in
the Marsh and a District seat .

We hope that this will be fully investigated, and
his clear contempt for the law dealt with swiftly
and decisively by the crown prosecution service.
Restoring public faith in the electoral process in
this country.

One parishioner was heard to say “I’m shocked, It
has made me question the reliability of the
election process “
We are deeply disappointed in the actions of a
prominent member of the community.

Sally Cook

Dear Looker,

I sincerely hope that when people cast their vote
in upcoming elections they remember the
undemocratic and betrayals of both main parties.
David Baker

Dear Looker,

I’ve just been reading the ‘In Touch’ magazine and
learned that Patricia Rolfe, the New Romney
Councillor, is patting herself on the back for
increasing the number of burial plots available in St.
Nicholas Church grounds. It’s a pity that she has
not tried to allow ﬂowers on the graves as well.

I was extremely upset a few months ago after
burying my husband at the no ﬂowers rule. I was
actually informed of it by three Church ladies
sitting on a bench after they had removed all
existing ﬂowers to a nearby hedge.

No-one at any time had told me of this rule, not
even the Funeral Directors. So why is it called the
‘Garden of Remembrance’? All God’s gardens have
ﬂowers. I am cross about this situation as are
many other people and I just can’t get over my
feelings of being let down by the Church.

Dear Looker,

I’ve just been looking through the list of
candidates for the forthcoming local elections and
see that one name cropped up no less than FIVE
times. The candidate in question is Russell Tillson,
who lives in Greatstone, and is standing in the
following wards:

New Romney for Folkestone & Hythe District
Council, New Romney Town, Dymchurch Parish,
St. Mary-in-the-Marsh Parish and Folkestone East.
Surely a person who lives in one parish can’t truly
represent ﬁve other parishes?

A long time resident of the Marsh

Dear Looker,

What principle free fools this ex-political party
that we used to call the Conservatives are. Our
MP doesn’t represent his constituents, the party
breaks its manifesto commitments and sacriﬁces
its allies at will and then come next election time
they will be knocking on doors seeking support
again! I would rather vote Monster Raving Looney
party than see this lot in power again.
Tim Raymond, Hythe

Dear Looker,

In your recent article of the above title you invite
comments regarding paying for parking.

Personally I do not see any problem in asking
drivers to pay to park, something very common at
lots of beauty spots - and on Princes Parade the
fees are modest.
However, sadly the Council have not gone far
enough with their scheme to regulate parking in
the area with a consequence that parking is now
out of hand in Twiss Road - presumably from
those unwilling to pay to park on the seafront.

It is debatable whether emergency vehicles could
pass down Twiss Road when parking is at its most
congested. Come along Council and impose some
control - roads should be for the passage of traﬃc
not for the parking of vehicles!

I C Cantrell

Mrs S.R. Williams, Littlestone

SALES • SERVICING
REPAIRS • CYCLE HIRE
Open 7 days a week

Drop in and see us next to the BP Station

Tel: 01797 362155
www.romneycycles.co.uk
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL

LYDD TOWN lost 3-1 away to Forest Hill
Park in the Southern Counties
League, the home side having an
impressive season, and they have
passed their best total from previous
campaigns. All the goals came in the second half with Thomas
Barton scoring for the Lydders in the 70th minute.

The Marsh side had an impressive win the following week beating
Meridian VP 4-1 at the Lindsey Field. The visitors remain bottom
of the league following goals from Dale Horton, Tom Barton, Pat
Kingwell and Chukwadi Alagbaosi. Dewain West got a late
consolation for the visitors.

NEW ROMNEY had a disastrous weekend at the beginning of April
with both sides losing heavily without scoring a goal. The ﬁrst team
lost 5-0 away to Otford United in the County League. It was ironic
that New Romney manager Dave Johncock received the March
Manager of the Award before watching his team lose so heavily.

With three games to play, a 2-0 away win against Fleetdown
United the following week saw New Romney up to ﬁfth in the
league. The goals came from Roy Godden and Warren Smith.

NEW ROMNEY RESERVES had a home league ﬁxture against
the University of Kent and lost by 4-0. At the end of their season,
they could only ﬁnish 9th in the table out of ten teams.

NEW ROMNEY VETERANS had a hard game against top of the
table Insulators Veterans. Allen Sterling scored for New Romney
in a 1-1 draw.
The following week, they managed a 3-2 win against Anchorians
Veterans in a hard fought game and remain third in the league.
Brian Lee, Aaron Parker and Allen Sterling scored for New Romney.

LYDD GRASSHOPPERS lost 4-0 away to Charing Sunday FC.
The home side returned to winning ways and goals from Luca
Fasoli, James Fraser, Ben Harte and Rob Marsden saw Charing win
their ﬁrst game in their last ﬁve ﬁxtures to move back up to
seventh in the standings and still in with a shout of a promotion
to the Premier Division.

LYDD GRASSHOPPERS RESERVES ﬁnished oﬀ their league
programme with a decent 3-0 away win at Charing Reserves. After
a diﬃcult start to the season in which they lost each of their ﬁrst
seven games, the young Grasshoppers side picked up three wins
and a draw from their ﬁnal four ﬁxtures including another three
points thanks to goals from Curtis Banks, Ross Dunford and
Robbie Tyas.
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Sensei Mark comes home to
start new Karate club

A new Karate club called Dragon Spirit has already enjoyed success ‘Sens’’i
Marc Walmsley, told The Looker: “I’m a 2nd Dan black Belt in karate, after
training and studying for nearly a decade with multiple times World
Champion Kigen Richard Canton and having myself been a multiple times
UK National karate champion, a registered karate judge and an award
winning instructor with many of my former students achieving similar with
club, national and world titles, following this success I’ve recently started my
own karate club in my home town of New Romney ‘Dragon Spirit Worldwide
Ltd’ oﬀering the training of Local champions to the Romney Marsh Area.”

He went on to say: “It’s launch has been a success with its ﬁrst students
celebrating their ﬁrst grading having achieved their new belts. I’d like to
oﬀer a huge congratulations to (left to right) Logan Walmsley, Mia Bass,
Sophie Boucher, Tommy Adaway, Edward and Stevie Pryce on all the hard
work and months of training they’ve put into accomplishing their new Rank.

If you are looking for more info or interested in joining, please ﬁnd us
on Facebook @ Dragon Spirit Worldwide or contact Sensei Marc on
07340 192 579.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 25th April

Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10am

Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10.15am

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30pm

Romney Marsh Photographic Club,
St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 8pm

Friday 26th April

Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 11am

St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall, 1pm–
4pm

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm–4pm

Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm (710 years)

Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30pm–
7.30pm (01797-320345 for info)

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (11-15 years)

Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 27th April

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am

Coﬀee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10am–12 noon

Monday 29th April

Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10am

Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist
Church, 10am

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am

Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm–3.45pm

New Romney 65 Club, Prescott House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30pm

New Romney History Society, Old School,
7.30pm

Tuesday 30th April

Sunday 5th May

Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am

Bank Holiday Monday 6th May

Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10am

May Fair & Fun Dog Show, St. Mary-in-theMarsh, 12pm–4pm

Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm

Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney, 5.30pm–
7pm

Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 6.30pm (16 years
plus)
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7pm

Wednesday 1st May

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30am–1pm

Romney Marsh Walking Society, Tenterden
Garden Centre, 10am (4 miles)

Pop-Up Café & Info Hub, Ivychurch Village
Green, 10.30am–12.30pm

Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,
Lydd-on-Sea, 2pm–4pm

Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Church Tower Open Day & May Day Fayre,
Lydd, 10am–4pm

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE

THURSDAYS: Footcare 9am–4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am–12 noon

FRIDAYS: Hearing Aid battery service
9am–11am; Footcare 9am–4pm;
Tone Up & Tighten Up 2.30pm–3.30pm

MONDAYS: Footcare 9am–4pm; Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am; One You
Weight Management 1.30pm;
First Monday of month: Hearing Aid Clinic
9am–11am

TUESDAYS: Hearing Aid battery service
9am–11am; NHS Health Walk 10am; Stop
Smoking Clinic 12.30pm–4.30pm; Third
Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic
9am–11am
WEDNESDAYS: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am–11.30am; Art Group 11am–
12 noon; Pilates 4.15pm–5.15pm

Friday 3rd May

New Romney Day Centre, Information &
Tombola Stall at Sainsbury’s, 10am–2pm

Saturday 4th May

Market & Craft Fair, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10am–2pm

Coﬀee Morning & Plant Sale (+ Ukelele
Band), Old School, New Romney, 10am–
1pm

New Romney Day Centre, Information &
Tombola Stall at Sainsbury’s, 10am–2pm

Romney Marsh Walking Society, Hamstreet
Village car park, 11am (3.5 miles)

Evening of music with the Seaside Singers,
St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone, 7pm

Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com
Wednesday 24th April 2019
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MARSH MEMORIES

My connection with the
Maude Pavilion in New Romney
by Louise Holder

I wasn’t born on the Marsh but my family connections go
back 100 years. The Maude family resided in London in the
late 19th Century but acquired ‘The Elms’ in New Romney,
where Southlands School was. They were relatively wealthy
and would often visit for holidays and weekends and were
friendly with my Grandfather and Father. When the family
came down to New Romney, they were driven by their
personal Coachman and Horses! Their head Coachman was
John Bristow who was my Grandfather.
Frederick William Maude was born in London in 1857 and was
educated in Germany but he had no profession and lived on his
own means in Chelsea. In 1878 he married Ellen Kelk and their son
John was born in 1885. John Maude was educated at Eton and
Balliol College Oxford, where his name appeared on the Honours
List and in 1912, he was called to the Bar. At the start of the First
World War, John volunteered for military service and was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the King’s Royal Riﬂe
Corps. After service at home John served in France with the
Battalion, but in August 1915, he was killed in action near Laventie.

John’s father Frederick, in addition to being a member of New
Romney Town Council and Mayor from 1909 to 1913, also held the
oﬃce of Baron of the Cinque Ports. Frederick was also the
President of the New Romney football and cricket clubs, and the
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family had the Maude Memorial Sports Pavilion erected in 1925 as
a memorial to their son who had died in the First World War.

The Maude family also rented a house in Fairﬁeld Road, New
Romney called ‘Fairﬁeld View’, for the sole use of the family which
included my father William. When my father left school, he got a
job in the Town Hall as a clerk and his friends included Charlie
Cavey and Elam Ellis. They both later became Mayor of the town.
Near to where we lived in Fairﬁeld Road was the ‘Prince of Wales’
pub and inside was a 1910 picture of my grandfather sitting on the
coach together with the then landlord and his wife. We discovered
this by chance many years later when my son David and I were
visiting the pub.

When I married my husband Reginald, he wanted to ﬁnd some land
to build a house and my father steered him to the New Romney
and Littlestone area where in 1964, he built a lovely chalet
bungalow in St. Andrew’s Road. We moved down here permanently
in 1980. Near to me lived the Kent Historian Anne Roper who
wrote many books about the Marsh and its churches and I
remember her with aﬀection. My father knew her for many years
and had given me one of her books which she duly autographed
for me. Anne died in 1988 and in remembrance, a small estate was
named Anne Roper Close opposite to where she lived.
• The photo shows the ‘Prince of Wales’ pub in Fairﬁeld Road,
New Romney with Mrs Holder’s grandfather sitting on the coach
with the landlord and his wife

CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP

Food Banks. The Rainbow centre in Folkestone help to supply and run the local food banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New Romney, in
the Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.30-7pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.30-7.30pm. If you have problems feeding your
family, you can obtain vouchers from the Community church on 01797 366855 or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
They have a list of immediate necessities including Shampoo, tinned vege and meat meals, and tinned Rice pudding. . Many church have collections
points, and all tinned and packet food, well in date, is welcome, but at the moment, they DO NOT need tinned beans, tinned soup, pasta sauces,
tinned vegs and pulses, peanut butter or jam.

Brookland, St Augustine

Village Hall Market. The next one will be held on
Saturday, May 4th, 10am-noon. Usual wide variety of
stalls, with delicious refreshment. Help is needed to put
the tables away afterwards, if anyone is willing to help.
It is only half hour. The village hall is also in need of a
treasurer. This job is not onerous, and only meets a few
times a year. If you would like to help the community
in this way, please ring Diane on 07941 617310.

Burmarsh, All Saints

Summer Event, “Plants, Ploughmans and Pimms”
from 11am-4.30pm on Sunday, May 19th in the
church. Although some way oﬀ, if any green ﬁngered
friends would like to think about raising some plants
in for the sale, the organisers would be delighted, or
if you have spare pots or seed trays, Heather would
be delighted to have them.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul

Annual St George’s day service with the scout
organisation. Sunday, April 28th at 3pm. The service
will be attended by civic dignitaries, and all connected
with the scouts parents, leaders etc Light
refreshments will be served in the scout hall after the
parade and service.

St Monica RC Church

Sunday, Mass at 8.30am. Vigil, the evening before
Holy Days of Obligation, at 7.30pm.

Fairﬁeld, St Thomas’

Service of Holy Communion on Sunday, May 5, at
10am.

Greatstone, St Peter’s

Concert with the Seaside singers. Saturday, May 4th,
7pm in the church, admission by donation to the New
Hall Fund. All welcome, mixed programme of varied
music.

“Drop in” This event takes place every Wednesday in
term time, from 9am-11am. Many of the “droppers
in” are young parents with pre-school children, other
parents whose children have gone on to “big school”
and some grandparents. Toys are also out, together
with craft activities. All are welcome to enjoy the
fellowship and refreshments. Only charge is small
donation towards refreshments.

Ivychurch, St George

Plant Sale with tea and cakes and the planting of a
lavender border, Sunday, April 28, from 2-4pm. The
Lavender border is being sponsored by the ﬁfth
continent group, who are interested in the Marsh
environment. Further wildﬂower workshops are
scheduled for May 18th and June 8th.

The pop up café and information hub will be visiting
Ivychurch on Wednesday, May 1st. from 10.30am12.30pm. The next visit will be on May 29th. If you
need help with transport, ring Liza on 07771661871.

Lydd, All Saints

Food bank. Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30-7.30pm. Please
see above note for details of food bank.

Messy Church. Sunday, May 5th, 4pm, lots of craft,
stories, music, fun and food. All welcome, especially
if you haven’t been before, open to all primary school
aged children. For any further details, ring 01797
320108.

Tower Open Day. Spring Bank Holiday, Monday May
6th. This big event features many interesting stalls,
including craft, cakes and plants, as well as the tower
tours. If you would like to book a stall, ring Pat. The
tours cost £3 a head and are always popular, so can
be booked in advanced, ring Pat on 01797 320108
or email pat010@btinternet.com. It is a toughish
climb, so not suitable for people with breathing or
heart problems. Children must be over 10, and it is
better not to have swinging bags or clutter, you may
need to use both hands. Last tour starts at 3.30pm.

Lydd Methodist Church

A Toddler group, Little Chicks, takes place in the
church hall on Wednesdays in term time from 10am
–noon. Fully registered with qualiﬁed and police
checked staﬀ, and wide range of age appropriate
place equipment. Just drop in if interested.

Pebbles Dementia Café. The church hall hosts this
event, on the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month,
so the next one will be on May 7th from 10am-noon.
Refreshments, and information and help available to
all involved, both patients and carers. All warmly
welcome, even if you just want to ﬁnd out more.

New Romney, St Nicholas

The Ashford Invicta Singers will be holding a concert
in the church on Saturday, May 11th at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £8, include refreshments, and can be
obtained from Ann Rolfe on 01797 361770.
Proceeds are for the church funds.

Messy church. April 26th.3.15-4.30pm This activity
for all children takes place on the last Friday of each
month, and is full of fun, stories, music, worship, and
learning about the Christian Faith.
Stepping Stones, for preschool children, parents and
carers. Takes place every Thursday in term time, 1.452.45 in the church. Just come along or ring beneﬁce
oﬃce on 01797 363663.

Wit and Wisdom
Children spell love, “t-i-m-e”

Romney Marsh Community Church
North St. New Romney

The midweek children’s and youth activities will be
restarting this week, after the holidays. There are
groups for all ages, for details ring the church oﬃce
on 01797 366855. The toddler group is full at
present, but if you would like to put your name on a
waiting list, drop in on a Thursday morning.
There is a worship service every Sunday at 10.30am.
Teaching groups are available for all children during
the service, including a crèche.

Food bank. Available on Tuesdays from 5.30-7pm.
See above note for more details, and needs at present
(collection point in the church)

Snargate, St Dunstan’s

The next service will be on Sunday, April 28th at 9am.

St Mary in the Marsh.

May Fair. This will take place on Sunday, May 5th
from 12noon- 4pm in the ﬁeld next to the Star Inn.
Many stalls, activities, beer and refreshment tent and
fun dog show. £5 per entry to dog show in all eligible
classes. All welcome to this lively event.

The church has a small but thriving choir, which leads
the singing at church services. They are always keen
to welcome new members, and meet on Wednesday
evenings to practice in the church. Contact Andrew
on 01797 362097 if interested.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints

Spring Coﬀee morning, Saturday, April 27th, 10am
onwards. Proceeds to church funds. All warmly
welcomed.

Thursday, May 2nd, May celebration. Cream teas,
and demonstration of Maypole dancing by the
Marshara dancers, when you can “have a go” yourself.

Saturday, May 11th. Auction. Have you been
meaning to have a “sort out” of unwanted items- now
is the time to donate them to the auction! They can
also be promises, of help or services, or gift tokens,
or cakes! The auction is in the afternoon, and all items
can be left in the morning.

Church Chuckle

We were visiting Rochester Cathedral some years
ago when our children were small. They were
renovating the Lady Chapel. An enthusiastic verger
was telling us all about it, going on a bit. Our 4 year
was getting bored, but suddenly piped up, “and is
there a gentleman’s chapel”
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FRIDAY 24th
7pm - Jimmy & TheRiddles • 9pm - One Love

SATURDAY 25th
1pm - Mixed Emotions • 4pm - Jason Leigh Band
7pm - Gumboots • 9pm - Ratzkins

SUNDAY 26th
1pm - David Shepherd • 4pm - Georgie Taylor
7pm - Pseudo Stereo • 9pm - Brad Pittance & The Pirates
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