Frack That! Could Romney Marsh be
a possible ‘Fracking’ site?
By David Wimble

With power hungry companies looking
for opportunities to cash in by
extracting natural shale gas by fracking,
Romney Marsh has been put forward
as a possible site for shale extraction.

It is believed that Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (formally Shepway) was
contacted six years ago with the view to an
opinion on the position of the council of
the possibility of exploration within the
district. At the time the Kent County
Council position was put forward that it
was not a ‘favoured option’. There are many
diﬀerent opinions on what fracking actually
is so The Looker did some research and
came up with this.

Hydraulic fracturing or, as it is commonly
called, fracking, is a technique used for
accessing natural gas and oil in tight
geologic formations. The process involves
the horizontal directional drilling of wells in
addition to the use of water, sand and
chemicals at high pressures to fracture rock
and release hydrocarbons.
The hydraulic fracturing process can be
categorized into the follow four steps:

A well is drilled vertically to the desired
depth, then is turned at an angle and
continues horizontally for several thousand
feet into the formation believed to contain
the trapped natural gas or oil. A mixture of
water, sand, and chemicals is pumped into
the well at high pressure in order to create
ﬁssures in the shale rock, which increases
permeability and allows the hydrocarbons
to escape.

Natural gas or oil is released through the
ﬁssures and is drawn back up the well to
the surface.

Wastewater (also called “ﬂowback water”
or “produced water”) returns to the surface
after the fracking process is completed.

The natural gas or oil is collected at the
surface and is processed, reﬁned, and
shipped to the market.

Water and sand make up 98 to 99.5
percent of the ﬂuid used in hydraulic
fracturing. In addition, chemical additives

are used but the exact formulation varies
depending on the well.

Some people believe that it is actually quite
a ‘Green’ way of producing the gas as very
little equipment and man power is needed.
One of the down sides of Fracking is the
occasional earth tremors, which can be
likened to a very minor earthquake.

Due to the decrease in the costs of fracking
and advances in the production process, oil
and natural gas that were previously
unrecoverable are now accessible. This has
led to an increase in supply of both oil and
gas in the world market, and has meant
greater energy independence for countries,
such as the United States, that can now
access an abundance of these resources.
The development of fracking has been
controversial due to environmental
concerns. The process typically requires 11
million litres of water per well, which is up to
100 times more than traditional extraction
methods. This varies greatly depending on
the geologic properties of the well. Other
environmental
concerns
include
contamination of ground water, depletion of
fresh water, and surface pollution in the
drilling process. There are also concerns
linking fracking to enhanced seismic activity.
With the abundance of coastal sea water,
the Marsh has been earmarked as a ‘possible
site’ but in order to do this it would need an
operating licence granted by both the district
and the town councils. In an anonymous
letter sent to The Looker, it was implied that
a quarry group (local to Lydd) had shown
interest in working with a fracking company,
with plenty of access to water from the
quarry pits and this does seem logical.

The Looker will be keeping a very close eye
on this over the next few months. With a
new council being formed shortly, it is sure
to be a controversial debate.
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EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 223

By the time you read this, the local elections will be over and
let’s be honest, most of us are fed up with any form of politics
these days. Although you have to take your hat oﬀ to those
people who put themselves forward, often with the chance of
public attack, as they have to be pretty thick skinned. One of
the things that often gets banded about is the claim that are
local politicians really worth the money they get paid? Well for
those that do not know, town and parish councillors do not get
paid a penny! They do it (normally) for the love of their district.

Like with the brexit decision that has been driving us all mad,
there are other things that we can talk about and in this edition
we take a look at the story that once again ‘Fracking’ could be
coming to the district. Some people think it’s a quick ﬁx for our
short term energy supply problems and others see it as a fast
track way to a ecological disaster.

Also as we go to print, there are reports that once again Romney
Marsh could be a proposed site for a nuclear storage facility.
Like the brexit vote, again this has divided a lot of the
community, with the prospect of billions of pounds being
injected into the area being weighed up with the social impact
of having such a facility here.

Also in this issue we have a look at the Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway, who are soon to celebrate the anniversary
of the re-opening of the Dungeness part of the line after the war,
originally performed by none other than Laurel and Hardy. Andy
Nash not only shares some of the historic information, but also
has some amazing archive photos from the momentous day.

As ever we have a mixture of local events, sports news etc. and
hope you enjoy your read. You will have noticed that again we
have some new contributors and hope that you the reader might
like to put pen to paper (or more likely ﬁngers to keyboard) and
send in your stories and news.

Finally in this edition we announce a new feature. We want to
do our best to promote clubs in the district and aim to not only
feature a listings page but also have a feature on one particular
club every now and then. So if you are involved with any
voluntary club or association, you will know that new members
are the life blood of any such group, so contact us and let’s do a
feature on your club.
Happy reading until next time

David & the Looker team

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
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A.T GARDENERS
07849 357091

a.t.gardeners@hotmail.com
Lawn Cutting / Hedge Cutting / Tree Pruning
General Garden Maintenance
Fencing / Decking / Patio / Garden Landscaping
Garden Clearance plus Much More…

No Job to Big or Small!

Please Call or Email for Enquiries & Free
Quotations with a Friendly Local Service

Fly-tippers must pay
the penalty

Three people caught dumping their rubbish around the
district have had to pay a penalty.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s environmental enforcement
teams investigated the cases after receiving complaints from
members of the public.

They were able to track down those responsible and issue them
with Fixed Penalty Notices of £300 each.
Tim Madden, Corporate Director for Customer, Support and
Specialist Services, said it sent a clear message that ﬂy-tipping
would not be tolerated.

He said: “We all have a responsibility to dispose of our rubbish
responsibly, rather than just dumping it for someone else to deal with.
Our staﬀ investigate all reports of ﬂy-tipping and will always do our
best to track down those responsible, and we’re grateful to everyone
who takes the time to let us know when rubbish is dumped.

Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING

www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Page 4

Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car
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“If we pay someone to take unwanted items away, we can all also
make a diﬀerence by asking to see a waste carriers’ licence. That
way you can be conﬁdent it will be disposed of properly and not
just left in the nearest beauty spot or country lane.”

In one case, a man from Folkestone was seen leaving his rubbish
around bins that did not belong to his property. He was also
captured on CCTV that had been installed by the landlord because
the area was becoming a hotspot for litter.
The second case was also caught on CCTV, when a woman was
seen leaving a sofa on public land. She was tracked down by council
staﬀ and, when she was interviewed, admitted dumping it.

Finally, a builder from New Romney was spotted leaving two bags
of waste cleared from the cab of his vehicle on public land. Council
staﬀ were able to identify him and he too admitted the oﬀence
when he was interviewed.
To report ﬂy-tipping, visit
www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/report-a-problem

Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN

Exciting plans accelerated for Folkestone town centre Debenhams ‘down but not out’
Although not really in The Looker’s catchment area,
Debenhams in Folkestone has played a big part in many
people’s lives over the years, so we are happy to report that
Folkestone & Hythe District Council are working hard to
ensure that not only jobs but the building moves into the
21st century with a bright future. Folkestone & Hythe
District Council will fast track their regeneration plans for
the town centre, following the announcement last week
that the Folkestone Debenhams store will close.
The Council has been working for some time with Ellandi, the
owners of Bouverie Place and the owner of the Debenhams store,

on exciting plans to regenerate Folkestone town centre. The
intention was to commence consultation on these plans in the
coming months, but the announcement that Debenhams will be
closing in 2020 has given the Council and their partners an
opportunity to accelerate this work.

Over the coming weeks, Folkestone & Hythe’s Accelerated Delivery
Board will share some of the early ideas for the future use of the
Debenhams building and how it can continue to play a part in
Folkestone’s renaissance as a modern seaside town, with fantastic
transport links and a thriving economy.

A spokesperson for Folkestone & Hythe District Council said: “It
has been clear for some time that Debenhams has been in diﬃculty
nationwide. This decision is sadly due to the company’s
performance across the UK rather than the success or otherwise
of the chain’s Folkestone store.

“These regeneration plans will show how the town centre can
continue to thrive and accommodate changes in shopping
behaviour. In particular, we will demonstrate how new uses can
make Folkestone an even more attractive and vibrant place to shop,
visit, work and live.”

Mark Robinson, Ellandi founder and Managing Director, added,
“With a new retailer replacing Peacocks, Bouverie Place will shortly
once again be 100% occupied, showing how resilient Folkestone
has been in a tough nationwide retail market. A number of major
stakeholders have been liaising in respect of regeneration plans for
the surrounding area and whilst it is sad to see a major High Street
name in trouble, we aim to come forward shortly with exciting new
plans to build on the success of Bouverie Place.”
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Protest march on Hythe High Street
against Otterpool Park plan

It was billed as the march to show the
‘powers that be’ that they have got it
all wrong over proposals for a new
town with a number of diﬀerent
groups meeting and taking to the
streets to protest plans for a new
10,000 home garden town. Although
the protest was meant to be about
Otterpool, the march also featured
campaigners committed to stopping
the development of Princes Parade.
Some organisers stated that it was a
‘massive turn out’ with others saying
it was a lot of hot air over a done deal.
Local council leaders have described the
Otterpool development as a ‘golden
opportunity’ to get things done right. With
a clean sheet of paper and a 30 year time
table to ensure that the development is
sympathetic for local needs, with shops,
schools and doctors surgeries helping to
make a ‘community that is not only ﬁt for
purpose’, but will bring beneﬁts to the
surrounding district.

The original planning application for outline
planning permission was ﬁrst lodged in
February which, if granted approval, would
allow the ﬁrst 8,500 houses to be built.

Sheltered accommodation, care villages,
primary and secondary schools and health
centres are also in the pipeline for
construction upon approval. Eventually, the
proposed town would connect the villages
of Westenhanger, Lympne and Sellindge,
with documents suggesting that “green
space” would constitute more than 50% of
the 765-hectare site. However the scheme
has faced opposition since it was unveiled
in 2016.

Hundreds of nearby residents marched
soon afterwards, dismayed at the possible
population growth that Otterpool Park
would bring.

Some of the observers had alternative
views and at times got quite heated. One
bystander told The Looker, “It’s all very well
these people stating they do not want this
development, but look at them, most
already own their own half million pound

houses in Saltwood, they don’t give a toss
about the future of our area, they are just
saying we don’t want houses that will spoil
our view, but where are the kids meant to
buy houses? They will not be able to aﬀord
houses where they live and I think they are
being very selﬁsh. If you look at the word
Nimby in the dictionary, it probably says go
to Hythe!”

Whistles were blown and speeches were
made along the route, with activists excited
at the chance to publicly unite. However,
some people stated that they were
disappointed with the turnout saying that
the numbers were not as many as in
previous years.

The participants will get another chance to
air their views soon, as a public exhibition
will be held on Thursday, May 16th and
Friday, May 17th at Westenhanger Castle
and the Leas Cliﬀ Hall respectively, running
from 2 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney
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Thinking outside the box
By David Wimble

With the ongoing debates about building a new
community/sports hall for New Romney, I got involved with
an online (good natured) debate about the costs of building
a world class facility. My argument was, although I did not
agree with the way the ex-council had come to the
conclusions for the new facility, I did agree that the end
product would be a world class facility that a historic
Cinque Port Town like New Romney deserved.

Some of the candidates in the election ran on the promise that
should they get elected, they would do their best to completely
scrap the project, stating that it would involve a loan of over a
million pounds and that it was undemocratic to saddle the town
with this debt over 20 years.
During the debate I stated that it was not a lot over 20 years and
that maybe the Town Council could use some of the ‘106’
agreement money from the hundreds of new houses being built in
the town to help oﬀset this. I then said that the only other way to
raise money would be for the council to sell oﬀ some assets. Maybe
the land that it purchased for a cemetery, which was deemed unﬁt
due to the water table or even sell oﬀ the Town Hall and relocate
this to the new centre.
The more I thought about this the better the idea actually sounded.
The current building is starting to get in a sorry state of aﬀairs; it

will need a lot of money spending on it in the near future. It
struggles to comply with modern building regulations and alongside
it is the former ‘clerks house’ which has been rented out and again
must only just about cover its costs.

People are always cautious about change (none more than round
here!) but as a country we have always gone forward, so what
would beneﬁt the people of the town more. A debt free Community
Hall which also acts as a sports hall and town hall or a building that
probably less that 1% of the town have ever actually been inside.
Is this a price to high to pay? Maybe the new Community Hall
would make the Assembly Rooms defunct. In which case why not
turn this into a town museum showing oﬀ some of the historic
artefacts of the town and and a tourism attraction.

This should be seen as a great opportunity and not something to
split the community. Heaven knows, after the whole brexit debate
that’s the last thing we need. This new centre could be a real gain
for the whole district. It could be used as a venue to hire for private
parties, used by clubs and societies, even a local cinema (something
that has been promised for years). Maybe I am having champagne
dreams on only lemonade money moment but there has never been
a better opportunity for the town to re-invent itself.

The Looker would like to know your thoughts. Should the town
preserve a building that is no longer ﬁt for purpose and invest
money ongoing or is it time for a big change? Let us know what you
think. Email: info@thelooker.co.uk
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Film Challenge for the Marsh

A new, free, 72-hour Whitsun Bank
holiday Film Challenge is being
launched by Screen South for teams of
ﬁlmmakers to make a ﬁlm which must
be shot on the Romney Marsh.

One member of the ﬁlm team must be a
resident of the Romney Marsh area. The
challenge is to shoot a ﬁlm between 5pm
on Friday 24th May 2019; when a key
phrase will be released to the registered
ﬁlm makers which must be included in the
ﬁlms; and must be uploaded, fully edited by
5pm Monday 27th May 2019.

Films can be any genre and between
1-5 minutes in length.

A panel of judges will select the best three
ﬁlms, which will receive awards at a
ceremony on Saturday 8th June 2019.

The ﬁlms entered will be shown at a free
screening at the Old School in New
Romney on Saturday 8th June 2019
between 2pm – 5pm.
For your opportunity to be part of the
challenge please sign your team up at the
Screen
South
website
www.screensouth.org without delay, as

there will be limit on the number of
entrants.

The Scheme is funded by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and led by Kent
Wildlife Trust and aims to reconnect people
with their landscape and natural
environment through a series of heritage,
wildlife and community projects - putting
people at the heart of the Marsh, enabling
them to discover, explore and learn more
about their ‘living landscape’.

Romney Marsh has been the subject of
numerous short ﬁlms and the location for
major ﬁlm productions. This project will
enable residents to write, produce and edit
their own short ﬁlm clips as well as learning
ﬁlm skills.

We are interested in talking to ﬁlmmakers
and local people who have old stories or
new ideas and who can help reveal hidden
moments of the Marsh.
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Come and …. JAM on the Marsh
2018 was JAM on the Marsh’s most successful festival
to date, with many events sold out and a huge jump in
local participation – locals accounted for 66% of ticket
sales last year, up from only 16% in 2016.
This July, Romney Marsh will again host the multi-arts
celebration, with many events free and all free to under 18s.
There are concerts, theatre performances, exhibitions, beach
art, poetry recitals, children’s events and a church tour; all not
to be missed. This year JAM on the Marsh runs from 4th – 14th
July, at venues across the Marsh.

At the heart of the festival are the Romney Marsh Churches and
the Marsh community. Since January, JAM has led weekly
singing classes for primary school children from Palmarsh and
Hythe Bay schools. The project culminates in a concert where
these Singing Stars join forces with the Canterbury Cathedral
Girls’ Choir and the Selwyn College Choir (Cambridge), alongside
professional musicians and soloists. They will sing Paul Mealor’s
(of Military Wives fame) The Farthest Shore. Over the same
period, JAM and the Romney Resource Centre have worked
with students from across the Marsh, providing a weekly
photographic course led by local photographer Susan Pilcher
and award-winning Folkestone based, Justin Sutcliﬀe. These
students will also feature prominently in the festival, with an
exhibition at the End of the Line Restaurant, Dungeness and in
the carriages of the RH&DR.

Other community involvement includes a repeat of last year’s very
successful Children’s Sunday, when children can get involved with
performances, story-telling and clowning at the Romney Marsh
Visitor Centre, with free steam shuttle between New Romney and
the Centre. Adults can take the opportunity of seeing Amos

Miller’s extraordinary Live within the Scenery photography
exhibition while their children are busy! New to the festival is a
series of community events. ‘Come &...’ is the perfect chance to
get involved; an opportunity for everyone, to dip their toes into
performing, maybe for the ﬁrst time, guided by professionals.
‘Come & Play’ gives musicians of any ability the chance to play
accompanied by Festival Curator, Michael Bawtree, ‘Come & Sing’
gives singers of any level the chance to have fun with singing, led
by the Royal Opera House’s Rebecca Lodge and ‘Come and Sculpt
the Beach’ gives anyone the opportunity to have a go at creating
beach art with just a rake and string alongside Jon Foreman, the
festival’s Artist in Residence.

Festival highlights include the critically acclaimed and widely
adored King’s Singers in Lydd, Jon Foreman’s large-scale, dailychanging beach art on the sands at Dymchurch, Changeling
Theatre’s racy Nell Gwynn in New Romney, Sabotage Theatre’s
new play We are not Shellﬁsh in Ivychurch, orchestral music by
Tchaikovsky, Sibelius, Finzi and Paul Mealor with the London
Mozart Players in New Romney and Art of Moog’s Bach on
Synths in Snargate.
For full details and to book tickets, please visit the festival
website: www.jamconcert.org/events or call 0800 988 7984
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DUNGENESS




FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

Looker Club directory

The Looker quite often gets requests for information about
different clubs and societies. So we have decided to start
a directory page featuring a list of local clubs and meeting
times, plus in some editions we would like to have a
spotlight on a different club or society.

One of the biggest problems with any club or society is
attracting new membership, so The Looker can act as a go to
place to find out what you can get up to in your spare time.

So if you are a member of a sports club, angling society, bridge
club, historical group etc. and would like to be listed, we will
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not only feature you in the magazine but include you on our
website with links to your own website.
For a club listing, we would like you to send information about
where and when you meet, cost of attending meetings, time of
meetings along with a contact phone number for the
membership secretary and a short description about what the
club’s activities are.
For more information, please send the details to:
david@thelooker.co.uk

All change in the recent local
council elections
by Bridget Fowkes and John Wimble

The electorate woke up last Friday to discover signiﬁcant changes to the District
Council plus Parish and Town Councils. Folkestone and Hythe District Council
comprises thirty councillors. Conservatives lost their overall majority on the
Folkestone & Hythe District Council for the ﬁrst time since it took over
administration of the council from the Liberal Democrats in 2004.

The new council comprises thirteen Conservative, six Labour,
six Green Party, two UKIP, two Liberals Democrats and one
Independent councillors.

The elected candidates for the District Council, in the
Walland & Dengemarsh Ward, both Conservatives, we’re
Clive Goddard (858) and Tony Hills (836), with a turnout
of 31%.
The turnout for the Romney Marsh Ward, nearly 40%
saw Ian Barry Meyers (851) and Terry Mullard (810),
both UKIP elected.

For the New Romney Ward, David Wimble (Independent)
polled 1032 votes and Patricia Rolfe (Conservative) had
624 votes with a turnout of just over 36%.

In the Hythe Rural Ward, Douglas Wade (978) and John Wing (861),
both Green Party were elected, with a turnout of 38%.The other
Hythe Ward turnout was over 46% with three more Green Party
candidates being elected. They were Jim Martin (2656), Lesley
Whybrow (2648) and Georgina Treloar (2408).
Sandgate Ward elected two Liberal Democrat’s, Tim Prater with
962 votes and Gary Fuller with 844 votes with a turnout of 39%.

Town and Parish elections saw changes, in New Romney Town
Ward the elected candidates were David Wimble, Jeﬀ Phipps,
Patricia Rolfe, John Cramp, Sheila McLachan, John Rivers, Briony
Kapoor and Tony Rodriguez.

New Romney Coast Ward, Paul Thomas, Jane Hiscock, Russell
Tillson, John Picco, Mike Hardy, Pip Metcalfe, Wendy Nevard and
Peter Coe were elected. These two wards comprise New Romney
Town Council, where one contentious issue is the cost of the new
pavilion on the sports ground and the development of more
dwellings without improved infrastructure.
There was a clean sweep in the Dymchurch Parish Council with all

A note from David Wimble:

I would just like to take this opportunity to
thank all the people who voted for me in the
District and Town elections.

This is quite a unique position that I ﬁnd myself in, as
the ‘Only Independent’ I can either go into a coalition
and work with the party holding the most votes or sit
on the back bench and make up the numbers. I now
know how the DUP felt … but alas no million pound
deals on oﬀer here!’
I am stating that despite what has been posted on
some ‘social media sites’ I will not be joining the
Conservative party!

nine ‘Friends of
Dymchurch’ candidates
being elected. They are John
Carr, Deana Coker, Sandra
Leverick, Daniel Noonan, Merlin
Redding, John Williams, Marc Wright,
Catherine Young and Douglas Young.
The Friends of Dymchurch was formed
after the parish council proposed to build
new dwellings on part of the recreation
ground and demolish the pavilion.

For Hythe South Ward, Martin Whybrow
and Jim Martin both Green Part, Angela
Dickinson and Naomi Slade of ‘Hythe
Residents’ Alliance’ were elected.

In the Hythe North Ward the Green
Party successfully returned three councillors, Graham Penny, Sandy
McConnell and Douglas Wade, with the return of one Conservative
Malcolm Dearden, a past Mayor for Hythe Town Council.

Hythe residents have opposed the proposed building on Princes
Parade and the parking meters as the road was often used by beach
ﬁshermen or people just sitting, watching the sea and shipping in
the English Chanel, while enjoying an ice cream. The proposed
development at Otterpool has had opposition across the district,
with G Ps surgery waiting times getting longer and the already
overworked William Harvey Hospital.

There were no elections in Brenzett, Brookland, Burmarsh,
Ivychurch, Lydd, Newchurch, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh or St. Mary’s
Bay due to lack of candidates.

Ivychurch, which was a proactive council, did not have any
candidates at all so unless residents come forward it will not have
a parish council.

But I will see what the beneﬁts of joining a
coalition could be for New Romney.
I have already expressed that I am totally
against Princess Parade and the building on
the car park on the seafront in New Romney.

In the next issue I will start a monthly
report of my progress both in the Town
and the District Council.

The main thing is to all try and work
together for the best deal for the Marsh.

Thank you all for your support. As I said in my
manifesto I will do my best.
Wednesday 8th May 2019
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The power of positivity
After delivering each edition of The
Looker I have an immediate great sense
of not only satisfaction, but also
sometimes relief. The satisfaction is that
the paper has been written, put
together, printed and delivered and the
invoices having been sent out and
hopefully not too much chasing debts.

This is all very short lived however as by the
Friday I realise that I only have a week to get
the next edition put together. I normally have
a very good idea what will be going in each
edition, but every now and again I call my
parents up and say, ‘I have no idea what the
hell I am going to ﬁll 32 pages with. There
have been no bank raids, no invasions of
aliens etc., in fact it feels like nothing has
happened on the Marsh but as the time gets
closer a few stories start trickling in and the
paper gets written. You have to remember
that I am not a trained journalist and in fact it
was not until I was in my late 20’s that I
discovered that I was slightly dyslexic. But the
one thing I always had is a positive attitude.
No one sets out in life to come last and in fact
I am one of the most competitive people you
will meet. I will always remember Sir Jackie
Stewart saying over 30 years ago, ‘Coming
second is being the ﬁrst of the losers’,
something I have lived my life by ever since.

Whilst out campaigning for the election, a lady
actually stopped me and said, ‘I am amazed at
all the things you do and we love reading
about them in The Looker.’ Well perhaps I give
the impression that life is always great. I was
once told that in order to achieve great things,
you have to be able to visualise yourself being
the best, being the ‘winner’, living the dream
until you really make it!

Over the years I have done my best to keep
the paper running and come up with some
ideas that as Del Boy would state, ‘This time

next year we’ll be millionaires!’ Well, there
comes a point when you have to realise that
there is a reason that once very good
businesses come to a close, it is because the
product stopped becoming relevant or just
did not move with the times. Or worst still the
owner just took his or her eye of the ball and
stopped trying.

This is a very common thing. I know people
who buy old cars with the thought of restoring
them and enjoying happy trips out in the
sunshine. They normally buy a car that is a
‘runner’ and then after driving it for a few
weeks decide they will start the restoration.
They strip the car down and then either run out
of money, or their enthusiasm starts to dwindle
especially when they spend hours in a cold
garage with hardly anything to show for it. Then
they decide ‘sod it’ and the car is put on an
online auction site as a part ﬁnished project.

For me that is a little bit how I have felt about
The Looker lately. It serves a purpose, but at
times the love has gone, the buzz of getting a
new story and breaking it. Or when the paper
arrives and seeing how it looks.

So what options are there? Close it down is
the obvious one. I put about 25 hours per
week into each edition, with other people
donating their time too, collating the church
round up, the dates for your diary etc. and I
ask myself, why put myself through all the
stress knowing that in nine years the paper
has never really made any money. If I am being
honest, this is a really real option for me, but
something keeps saying, just one more issue.

The other option is to sell it to someone who
wants to really dedicate their time and eﬀort
to sell more advertising and make it ‘their
publication’. On paper it is so nearly a very
good investment but why would I sell it to
watch someone else change ‘my baby’ into
something new.
The third way is to be like the person with a

project in the garage restoring the car, take a
long look at the project and ask yourself, why
did I start it in the ﬁrst place? And then work out
if your ideas are diﬀerent now nine years later.

So that is where I am at the moment. I think
Option three just about sums it up so for it to
carry on, it needs some fresh incentive.
Someone to help make it feel loved again. It
would need someone to sell advertising, get
the money in and leave the other bits like
writing the stories to someone else. But again
it’s a double edged sword unless someone is
prepared to work on commission, very much
a chicken and egg scenario.

So let’s see what the next few weeks bring. I
am hoping to get some more contributors to
our team, who share my ‘love of local’ and
want the district to have its own quality
magazine that is still free to the reader.

If you think you have something that you
could oﬀer, even if it is just an occasional
article or a cover picture or even just a story
that you can pass on to us, that would be a
great help. I am certainly open to more
suggestions as to how we could improve the
product. As if you do not move with the times
you end up becoming extinct.

So if you love your Looker, ask not what it can
do for you, but what you can do for it. They
always say it’s better to give than receive and
if you are after the satisfaction of seeing your
words in print, come and join our small team.
For
more
information,
contact
david@thelooker.co.uk or call 01797 364837.

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
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G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience

MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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Laurel & Hardy visit the
Gazette
extract from the Railway
28th March 1947

Arrival at Hythe station

On the twenty-ﬁrst of
March 1947, comedy ﬁlm
stars Laurel & Hardy were
on a tour of England.
is was towards the end of
their careers, but they were
still none the less huge stars
so it was something of a
coup for the RH&DR
management to get them to
come along to re-open the
full length of the Railway.

e section of line from Hythe to New
Romney had survived the war in
reasonable condition and re-opened to
the public in 1946. In 1940 the
railway had been requisitioned by the
army to move troops along the
coast.ey even built an armoured
train; using the locomotive Hercules as
motive power. But the section from
New Romney to Dungeness had been

badly damaged as it had carried the
fuel pipes for the PLUTO project
(‘Pipe Line Under e Ocean’). But
that’s another story...
e Dungeness section was re-fettled,
but reduced from double to single
track and was ready to reopen by 1947.
And a ‘Grand Re-opening’ ceremony
was called for ...

Boarding ‘Pluto’ at Hythe
Page 14
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Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway
by Andy Nash RH&DR Association Education & Heritage trustee
Southern Railway and of course huge
crowds of people.
e locomotive chosen was No 10
Black Prince. With its transatlantic
appearance including large cab, cow
catcher it allowed space for the stars to
join driver Tony Baker on the footplate.

New Romney

e comics travelled down by train
from London and boarded the light
railway train at Hythe. ey travelled
in the new Pullman Observation
Coach, named ‘Pluto’ named in
recognition of the light railways’ role
in D-Day.
ey were met at New Romney by a
small band, playing their theme tune
(e Dance of the Cuckoos).
Among the attendees were Captain
Howey and his wife, Mrs Gladys
Howey, Ian Allan (of train spotting
book fame), senior members of the

e event was ﬁlmed by ‘News reel’
cameras and shown in cinemas around
the country. It can be found easily on
the internet.
Mrs Howey presented the men with
and over sized key to ‘unlock the doors’
to the Dungeness line. Much frivolity
ensued.
What a great way to celebrate the start
of our railway’s twenty-ﬁrst year.
1947 was the busiest ever in the
RH&DR’s history with around
400.000 passengers being carried.

New Romney

Black Prince emerges through Station Road tunnel
and breaks the barrier as it hauls the first post-war
train from New Romney to Dungeness
e Laurel & Hardy appreciation society (the ‘Sons of the Desert’)
will be re-enacting the event at New Romney station on May 25th
Full details can be found by visiting the RH&DR’s website
http://www.laurelandhardy.org/RHDR3.html

On the footplate of No 10 Black Prince
(now named Doctor Syn)

e Laurel and Hardy Special double header will depart Hythe for New Romney at 11:40.
Once at New Romney the re-enactment of the tunnel opening the line from New Romney to
Dungeness will take place. Once the tunnel is open the train can continue on to Dungeness where
a Fish and Chip Lunch will be served in the End of the Line Restaurant.
All photos courtesy of RH&DRA Heritage group collection
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Oh My Dog!
A dog for your family, but will they be
suitable? How to make sure you are
making the right choice
We have looked recently about things to consider when choosing a dog,
whether it's a puppy or a rescue. I wanted to expand on this to help
others who want to get a doggy for their family.
Here's five important questions you need to have answers to when choosing a dog.

1. Is the dog suitable for a family environment?

Some breeds like children and the hustle and bustle in a household, others prefer only
adult company. It's all about matching the way you live to the way the dog needs to
live, this is breed dependent.

A dog that doesn't match how you live is going to end up a very unhappy dog with an
unhappy owner, it's important to make the right choice.

2. What energy level does the dog have?

Do you choose a dog who needs long walks, or would you prefer one that spends the
majority of their time in your arms?

This is one of the biggest problems you see with dog owners, do they have the time
and physical ability to give that dog the exercise they need to be happy and healthy?
There's far too many dogs bored and destructive in their home because the owner can't
or won't exercise them correctly. Please don't be this person.
A husky will need a lot of exercise, a greyhound much less so. Again, research it, make
the right choice.

3. What ongoing care does the dog need?

A lot of grooming for long haired dogs or maybe an elderly dog that may require more
frequent healthcare visits to the vets?

This is another responsibility that people may not realise varies from breed to breed, a
poodle doesn't shed hairs, a golden retriever does nothing but! It's a fact of life that
animals get sick and the older they become their vets visitsmay increase, you need to
be able to afford this. Please consider carefully.

4. What age of dog?

A young dog who embraces everything that comes their way or an older dog who may
not be so happy with visitors?

This is also closely connected to your home and how it operates, an elderly dog will
likely need a quieter home, dogs of that age are like more mature people, set in their
ways. I know you want to help a dog that may have lost their home, but if your place
isn't suitable for them, it wouldn't be fair to them to take them on.

5. A dog that gets along well with other animals?

A dog that wants to be on their own or one that interacts well with cats and other
domestic animals? Remember the dog will be entering a new environment, puppies
can be trained to get used to their companions, older dogs may not. Some breed of
dogs do not mix well at all.

You may well think that the above is all a bit "nanny state" and "who is he to tell me what
to do?" It's not mean to be at all, all I want to do is to make you aware of the questions
that need to be answered before you bring a dog into your home, in fact way before you
do this. Make sure you research what type of dog is best for you and your family, this will
set you up to have a loving happy pup and a happy home, which is what we all want right?
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Romney Marsh Day Centre invited to join HM Queen
to celebrate 100 years of volunteering action

Karen Leader, Chairman of Trustees of the Romney
Marsh Day Centre, this month joined VIPS and
representatives of 250 UK charities as a guest of Her
Majesty The Queen, at Windsor Castle.

The celebrations were held by the National Council of Voluntary
Organisations (NCVO), which has 14,000 members country-wide.
A select group of charities was chosen to attend this event by HM
the Queen, Patron of the NCVO, and attendees were advised that
it was Her Majesty’s pleasure to celebrate and recognise some of
the smaller groups and charities whose work makes such a
diﬀerence and contribution to the communities they serve.
Karen Leader said of the experience: “The evening was a joyful
celebration of 100 years of volunteering and I was humbled to meet
so many wonderful volunteers. Some had founded or volunteered
for charities as a result of their own health battles, some from grief,
some from a desire to serve but we all had in common commitment
to making a diﬀerence and helping others.

“The Queen was in cheerful spirits and, as always, looked splendid.
Her passion for the voluntary sector and her wish to give thanks to
those who give their time for others was clear for us all to see and,
of course, she is well known for her own work with charities. I am
so pleased have been given the opportunity to represent all
Romney Marsh Day Centre volunteers, past and present, as without
their tireless work and unstinting support, we cannot help all those
that we do.”
Jon Wilson, who is Romney Marsh Day Centre’s newly appointed

Chief Oﬃcer, enthused: “I am delighted that the great work of our
volunteers, who have faithfully committed their time and energy
over many years to improve the lives of older people across our
communities, has been acknowledged in such a prestigious
manner. It is fantastic that Romney Marsh has been recognised for
the invaluable eﬀort that the volunteer team here gives to the
community. It’s something that the whole Marsh can be proud of.”
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New Romney Country Fayre
25th Anniversary

The New Romney Country Fayre has reached a milestone.
In 2019 the event will be celebrating 25 years. In order to
make this a special occasion fundraising will be an
important part of this year’s income.
To this end, a Cockney Night
is to be held on Friday, 24th
May at the Masonic Hall in
Dymchurch. where the well
known Cockney entertainer,
Gordon Bennett, will be
performing, creating a “Right
Old East End Knees Up right
here on Romney Marsh!”
Time is 7pm for a 7.30pm
start.
Tickets are £18 per person,
which includes a traditional
Pie and Mash followed by
a ‘pud’. A Bar is available
and there will be a Raﬄe.

People are encouraged to
wear red, white and blue and bring ﬂags etc.

To book tickets please call:
01797 363981 or email:
infor@newromneycountryfayre.co.uk

If you can support this fundraising for the 25th Anniversary of the
Country Fayre, you will be very welcome and will be sure to have a
great evening.

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!
If you have a Bulk LPG Tank but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has - or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex
We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

Two local books – a few copies left

“ROMNEY MARSH FROM THE AIR”
– published in 2015. Romney Marsh as you’ve probably never seen it
before. 56 pages with over 100 pictures. Price £10. All proceeds from
the sale of these books will be donated to the Kent Air Ambulance.
Available from John Harmer 07973 379674 or
John Wimble 01797 362295.

“NEW ROMNEY HIGH STREET THROUGH THE YEARS”
– published in 2017. The book features pictures and details of the
High Street including the many shops that have sprung up to serve the
local community over the years. 64 pages and over 130 photos.
Reduced to £5. Available from John Wimble 01797 362295
or johnwimble@aol.com
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All change at local councils

As this edition is being written, the outcome of the council
elections is not yet known, but on a local level, there is one
certainty that new councillors will be taking their seats for
the ﬁrst time. The interest in local politics has really stepped
up a gear over the past four years with people wanting a
stake in their local areas.
Hythe is expected to throw up most change with Princes Parade
and the proximity of the new Otterpool development concerning
many people, with the Green Party having a strong presence in the
town after Martyn Wybrow won the county seat last time.
Sandgate are believed to be ﬁelding a ‘non political’ ﬁeld.

Dymchurch has undergone a major assault from the ‘Friends of
Dymchurch’ who came together to try and ﬁght development of
the village recreation ground.

New Romney has also
undergone change with a
campaign by a group of
locals who have formed
a group called the
‘Romney Residents
Action Group’ who
have campaigned over
the issue of an ‘inner
quango’ in the town council.

Several town and parish councils have however
not had the expense of holding an election as not enough people
put themselves forward to stand. These Include Lydd Town Council
and Brenzett, Brookland, Burmarsh, Newchurch, St. Mary-in-theMarsh and St. Mary’s Bay Parish Councils.

Mrs P’s Diary
Well, it was a busy Easter weekend
for the Mayor.

I saw him in the High Street on
Saturday judging the the Easter
bonnet competition and again on
Sunday walking around the giant
boot fair on the green. He was
blinged up for the High Street and
quite outdid the crepe hats and
the Morris dancers. It was pleasing
that Pixies, one of our oldest and
long established shops won the
window competition.
My mother was very keen on Pixies where she would buy
something she called a soft suit. These were knitted two pieces in
various muted colours that she found” so versatile and always
looked smart.” My father sat in the shop and paid. Grateful to take
the weight off his feet but not his wallet. Mr P has not yet seen
the inside of Pixies.
On Sunday, Mr Mayor was in smart casual attire and had his two
very neat dogs with him.
I don’t think he awarded any of the stalls a trophy. Still. we all have
to relax in our own way..
The local butcher was also at the boot fair. In fact I saw her
enjoying a huge hot dog. Testing the competition no doubt
although her sausages take some beating. Mr P is very au fait
with the inside of this shop.
All the shops appeared to have had a lucrative weekend which
was helped by the wonderful weather. You can’t get fresh air,
sunshine and exercise shopping on t’internet.
Or parade around in a soft suit; a crepe paper hat and blinged up …
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Breath of fresh air for
new club

St. Mary’s Bay has a new club taking up residence in the
Village Hall. The new Support Club is called ‘Breathe Easy’ and
is under the umbrella of The British Lung Foundation and is
run by volunteers for people living with a lung condition and
their carers.

One of the Group’s organisers, Barbara Spendiﬀ, told The Looker: “It is
a friendly group who enjoy a chat, listen to speakers and have a monthly
raﬄe. There are refreshments available.”

DIY & Home Improvement –
five ways to make an old
kitchen new again

So why not join them at the St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall on the second
Wednesday of the month (February - November) from 2.30pm to
4.30pm. Go and join them, the more the merrier.

It’s one of the questions the experts get asked most- how do you
spruce up a tired corner of the home, and breath fresh life into it,
without forking out for a completely new room?
Focus that down on the kitchen and chances are most people start
to feel even more baffled. As one of the rooms in the home we
spend the most time in, and most money on, the classic image of a
beautiful kitchen is impossible to remove from visions of brand new
fitted cupboards, luxury ovens and top of the range white goods- a
world away from words like ‘budget’, ‘quick’ or ‘cheap’.
It doesn’t have to be this way, though. Whilst we’d never recommend
trying to resurrect anything that’s clearly way beyond its sell-by
date, there are a few comparatively low cost, low-effort ways to give
your kitchen the aesthetic spring clean it has been crying out for.
Here are just a few.

1. New cabinet and cupboard fronts
Providing you spent decent money on a worktop (one of the most
important things in the kitchen to spend money on), the first things
to start showing wear and tear will be the cupboard fronts.
Replacing these with new doors, or even just new handles, is a
surefire way to make the whole room feel fresh again.

2. New cabinets
De-cluttering is a great way to improve the look of any space, and
the kitchen is certainly no exception to that rule. By adding a few
more cabinets you can maximise off-counter storage, thus making
things appear far neater and, arguably, more contemporary.

3. Install pull-out cabinet shelves
The modern world is short of space, so nothing says modern kitchen
like one that offers intelligent storage. Installing pull-out shelves in
low level cabinets achieves exactly that, providing easy access to
items like pans, baking trays and roasting dishes.

4. Add under-cabinet lighting
This might worry some people, but retrofit under-cabinet lights can
be simple to instal yourself, and add a wonderful touch to a kitchenflooding the work surface below with white light. The impact is
practical, given it improves visibility for chopping and reading, but
also really nice to look at.

5. Plate rack
These can be added to the underside of high level cupboards,
freeing up vital space elsewhere and turning your plates into
something of a feature. Perhaps only really suited to homes that
have interesting, or at least attractive crockery, nevertheless this is
a relatively quick job, with a lot to offer.
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Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,

Today my wife received through the post a “New Romney Conservative
Poster” asking for my wife to democratically vote for the two Conservative
District Councillors, this is the same party that has totally ignored the
Country’s Democratic vote in 2016.
How on earth can anyone who believes in democracy put an X alongside a
Conservative Candidate Even in local elections, they are part of the
organisation.
That is their choice to put their names to a party that has recent history of
dictatorship, therefore they will not be getting votes in this house.

David Baker

Dear Looker,

St. George’s still battling for true recognition

In recent years, St George’s Day has been a bone of contention amongst the
ranks of the rabid, hysterical Politically Correct Brigade.

The highly successful Ashford Invicta Singers are visiting St. Nicholas
Church in New Romney on Saturday 11th May 7.30pm, to help with their
fund raising programme and what a good idea as they have already
raised some £85k over the last ten years. With a programme of favourites
from Les Miserables to Ave Maria there is something for everyone. Tickets
£8pp from Ann 01797 361770 or Julie’s Den in the High Street.

However, it seems, for the Romney Marsh District Scouts, it’s an opportunity
to celebrate with a parade and service in St Nicholas New Romney Church.

Valerie Rye, Lydd group scout leader informed me: “Not a lot of people know
that St George is also the patron saint of the scouts. We had a very
enthusiastic turnout and this year there were 46 out of 52 groups that turned
out for the day. We had an awards ceremony and cub scouts and explorers
from groups in Dymchurch, St. Mary’s Bay, New Romney and Lydd turned out
for the occasion.
“Both parents and children alike really put their hearts into the event and
everyone had a great time.”

However, the subject seems to bring out the worst in some people. When I
enquired on a local facebook group if anyone knew of any local St George’s
Day celebrations, it brought about some sensible suggestions of local pubs
and events - but unfortunately, the usual predictable deluge of surlies banging
on about the nationality of England’s patron saint, who was reputedly Turkish.
Apparently, those of us who enjoy a good old English knees up are “ignorant”
and “uneducated”.
One commentator lambasted me for pointing out that St Patrick’s Day always
passed in a blaze of green, complete with shamrocks and leprechauns - and
seemed to take personal oﬀence because I merely suggested that the same
level of enthusiasm was not forthcoming for the English saint’s day.

In fact, dare to suggest that the English can be patriotic and you let yourself in
for a barrage of insults and a deluge of accusations which usually include the
R word (racist) and the B word (bigot). This is because these people lack the
imagination, commonsense and courtesy to engage in informed debate and
prefer mudslinging, slanderous comments and insults instead. The word
“racist” is their default position.

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

These are the kinds of people who accuse others of Nazism, bigotry,
stereotyping, racism and their favourite buzzword “intolerance”. Such folk are
usually guilty of all of the above themselves and are the reason why this
country is now a place where you can no longer express any opinion that is
anywhere close to patriotic, without being accused of all manner of atrocities.
The worst of these is being called a Nazi. Have these people ever looked up
the word “Nazi” in a dictionary?

Yes, St George’s Day is still celebrated with parades and ﬂags across the
country but there are STILL areas where you are told to take down the
St George Cross and the Union ﬂag and threatened with a ﬁne if you don’t.

And before I am accused any more by these online harpies and toxic keyboard
warriors, some of the best St George’s day events I have been to, have been
attended by - and organised with the help of - people from other countries
who simply do not understand the obsession of white British, self appointed,
apologist moral guardians, who revel in monitoring and dictating the speech,
thoughts and actions of other people.
I have worked with Poles, Africans and Philippinos who have all adopted this
country and are proud to call it their home. I have organised events, to which
they have turned up bedecked in the St George Cross, red and white face
paint and England football shirts.

As for the safe space snowﬂake self haters I say, your eﬀorts to control the
opinions, ideas and language of other people has the REVERSE eﬀect.

The sooner we shut these tin pot dictators up, reclaim our nationality, our ﬂag
- and our culture - and stop giving the naysayers a platform, the better life
will be.

Bethany James

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS
INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC
Our quality Work is Guaranteed &
Installed to British & Brett Standard
PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266
Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

Over the last eight years we have seen a tremendous
change in investment into our district for new homes
and businesses.

This has created new jobs and opportunities as well as supporting the
regeneration of the harbour and old town areas of Folkestone in
particular. Much of this has been led by private investors, not least
through Sir Roger De Haan’s Creative Foundation and Sports Trust,
and the Folkestone Seafront development scheme. There has also
been money from the government to support this regeneration
through the East Kent Growth Fund, the Local Enterprise Partnership
and Homes England. Vitally though Folkestone and Hythe District
Council has given a practical and strategic lead in supporting planning
and development for the future, both by working constructively with
those looking to invest into our area, and also creating their own vision
as they have done with the proposals for Otterpool Garden Town.
Earlier in the year I was asked to Chair the Folkestone and Hythe
accelerated delivery board, which brings together the District Council
with other signiﬁcant local stakeholders, to review the investment and
regeneration plans for our area. This has also given me the ideal
opportunity to see this long-term planning in action, and last week
following the disappointing announcement that Debenhams will be
closing its store in Folkestone, we saw the beneﬁt of this approach.

It has been known for some time that the Debenhams group was in
diﬃcultly, caused in part from long term changes to peoples shopping
habits which have seen traditional department stores like these
struggle. However, for the people that work at Debenhams, the news
that they will be closing in 2020 still comes as a hard blow. Rather than
wait though for this announcement to be made, Folkestone and Hythe
District council has been in constructive talks about regeneration
plans for this area with both the landlord of the Debenhams store in
the town, and Ellandi, the property company which owns the Bouverie
Place centre. As many people now shop online, coming into the town
centre has to be an experience which oﬀers something new. We’ve
seen the beneﬁt of this in the old High Street with the opening of new
independent businesses which oﬀer something unique to their
customers. In other parts of the town centre it might also mean
thinking about other oﬀers which will bring people into Folkestone.
As a result of discussions that have already taken place with the
property owners, the Council has been considering allowing a change
of use for the Debenhams store to allow the creation of a new cinema
with food and drink outlets, if another retailer cannot be found to take
it over. No-one would want to see this building sitting empty, so it’s
right that the Council is working with partners now to seen plans being
prepared for its future use, before Debenhams moves out.

On Thursday 2nd May we have elections for our District, town and
parish councils. These are important to the future of our area, and
whilst national politics might currently be dominating the news, we
must also lookout for what’s best for our local communities as well.
I hope that you will use your vote and make sure that your voice
is heard.
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Mayor not afraid of
the spiders

Despite a windy day New Romney Mayor, Peter Coe
made an impressive starting wood as he delivered the
perfect bowl at the spider.

To explain, this is an artiﬁcial spider that is
placed in the centre of the green and all the
attending bowlers deliver
a wood at the same time.
The nearest, after they
have all collided, of
course, is the winner. In
this case the
Chairman, Gary
Fagg. Yes, it must
have been a
stitch up!
Coaching is
underway every
Saturday
morning so come
along and have
a try at bowls.

We have
wheelchair access
and children's size
bowls so this is a
family sport.

A warm welcome awaits.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP
Food Banks. The Rainbow centre in Folkestone help
to supply and run the local food banks. The banks on
the Marsh are held in New Romney, in the
Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.30-7pm,
and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.307.30pm. If you have problems feeding your family,
you can obtain vouchers from the Community church
on 01797 366855 or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797
320345. They have a list of immediate necessities
including LL milk, tinned meat and ﬁsh, tinned rice
pudding, and instant mash. Many church have
collections points, and all tinned and packet food,
well in date, is welcome, but at the moment, they
DO NOT need tinned beans, tinned soup, pasta
sauces, tinned vegs and pulses, peanut butter or jam.
Do consider a donation if you can, the needs of the
food banks have risen by nearly 80% in the ﬁrst
quarter of this year, compared with last year.

Brenzett, St Eanswith

There are no regular services in Brenzett church, so it was
good to see a sizable congregation for the Easter Sunday
service. Thanks are extended to the folks who organised
this, and made the church ready.
Brookland, St Augustine.

The next service will be an evensong on Sunday, May 12,
at 6.30pm.

At the Easter Saturday vigil service the congregation was
delighted to welcome the Archbishop Justin, to join in
their service.

The village hall, is still in need of a treasurer. This is not
an onerous job, ring Diane Roper on 07941 617310, if
you can help, or know someone who may be able to help.

Burmarsh, All Saints

Summer Event, “Plants, Ploughmans and Pimms” from
11am-4.30pm on Sunday, May 19th in the church. There
will be a large display of plants for sale, so if anyone
would like to donate plants to the display, the organisers
would be delighted. Lunches will be available, and cream
teas later in the afternoon, as well as cakes for sale to
take home. All welcome to this much enjoyed event.
Shepherd and Crook. The pub is very supportive of the
community, and host the local CARM meeting, which will
be Wednesday, May 15th at 11am.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul

Events are taking place at present to raise money for the
new heating system. The next event will be a Summer
Fair on June 22nd. Village Hall, from 10am -1pm. More
details later.
The Leprosy mission boxes have been emptied and £140
sent to them. The number of box holders is dwindling, so
if anyone would like one, See Gill. They were pleased to
take part in a scheme, which saw the government donate
an equal amount to that donated, before Easter.

St Monica’s RC Church

Sunday, Mass at 8.30am. Vigil, the evening before Holy
Days of Obligation, at 7.30pm.

Greatstone, St Peters

Pebbles Dementia Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd
Wednesday of each month a dementia café will take
place from 2-3.30pm, so the next one will be on May
8thth. Anyone interested may come along, carers and

those with dementia and memory problems, or anyone
with queries on the subject. There will be a fund raising
and information sharing afternoon tea for the Dementia
café, on Saturday, June 29th from 2.30-5pm. More
details later.

The next Sunday lunch will take place after the morning
service on Sunday, May 12th. If you would like to book a
place ring Sybil on 01797 363002. These are open to
anyone, not just church goers, so if you live alone, or are
new to the area, you are welcome.

Spring Market. Saturday, May 11th.10am-12noon. All
the usual stalls and delicious cakes and preserves. All
welcome.

Ivychurch, St George

Work is starting shortly on repairing the outside doors,
which are badly weathered. The money has been made
available by the Romney Marsh Historic Churches Trust,
for which the church council is very grateful.

The ﬁrst pop up café of the season was very successful,
with its information table about all the services available
on the Marsh, including the Day Centre in New Romney,
which has many activities for the over 50’s. The next one
will be on May 29th, from 10.30am-12.30pm.

Lydd, All Saints

Many thanks are given to Pat Carter who has stepped
down as Church warden after 9 years. Pat and husband,
Les, work tremendously hard on behalf of the church,
and no doubt will continue to do so. The church council
needs a new secretary. Not an onerous job, the council
meets 6 times a year, as well as the AGM in Apl. Speak
to Rev Chris, if you are interested in the role.

Food Bank. Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30-7.30pm. See header
article for further details, and how to obtain vouchers.

The “Cathedral of the Marsh” needs a lot of cleaning and
is organised by allocating small areas to each volunteer.
Could you help, even just 1 or 2 hours a month? Any help
would be very much appreciated, and the more
volunteers, the smaller the areas need to be!

Methodist Church

Pebbles Dementia Café. The church hall hosts this event,
on the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month, so the next
one will be on May 21th from 10am-noon.
Refreshments, and information and help available to all
involved, both patients and carers. All warmly welcome,
even if you just want to ﬁnd out more.
Christian Aid lunch. Monday, May 20th, 12.30-2pm in
schoolroom. Tickets available from members.

New Romney, St Nicholas

The next monthly coﬀee morning is on Saturday, May
18th from 10am-noon. All welcome. Because of a
wedding there will be no coﬀee morning in July.
Messy church. May 31st 3.15-4.30pm This activity for all
children takes place on the last Friday of each month, and
is full of fun, stories, music, worship, and learning about
the Christian Faith. There will be no messy church is
August.
Concert, by Ashford Invicta Singers. Saturday, May 11th,
7.30pm. Tickets, £8, to include wine and nibbles, can be
obtained from Ann Rolfe,01797 361770, or can be
ordered on the list at back of church.

There will also be no magazine in August, so if you have
dates for August, please make sure they are submitted in
time for the July magazine.

Romney Marsh Community Church

Food bank, takes place on Tuesdays from 5.30p-7pm.
See header article for more details.

As well as the usual Sunday services at 10.30am on
Sundays, there are many youth and children’s sessions,
during the week, for youngsters of all ages. At the Sunday
morning service, the youngsters can leave for part of the
service, for their own age groups, and babies and
toddlers can be left in a well equipped crèche, with police
checked helpers.
The Toddler group that meets on Thursday morning is
now full, but if you would like to put your name down on
a waiting list, just pop in and have a chat.

There will be another of the popular Book Swaps in the
Lydd Hardy Hall from 2-4pm on Saturday, May 25. Come
along and swap any books you like, and take away any
you like! Delicious refreshments will be for sale. All
welcome, even if you don’t have books to swap. For any
queries about the church, ring the oﬃce on 01797
366855.

On the second Sunday of each month during the
summer, members will be enjoying a walk locally. These
are open to anyone, are not over strenuous, so if you
would like to join the group, just ring for details of the
next walk.

Snargate, St Dunstan’s

Next service on Sunday, May 12th at 9am. Fellowship is
growing, and refreshments are now served after the
morning service.
St Mary in the Marsh

The church has a thriving choir, which is always open to
new singers, if you would like to join the singing at
services. St Mary’s is also the headquarters of the
successful Haywardians choir, who practiceon Friday
evening. If interested just come along. At 7.30pm, or ring
the choir administrator on 01797 362097.
After the May Fair, there will not be a coﬀee morning in
May, so the next one will be on June 8th.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints

There will be a “big Brekkie” for Christian Aid, on
Saturday, May 18th from 8.30-11.30am. The theme is
“changing lives over Breakfast” and the money will go to
making childbirth and early babyhood safer for mums
and their children, all over the world.

Saturday, May 11th. There will be a big auction of
“anything that can be carried” at 2.30pm. Please bring
you items to the church hall in the morning, so that they
can be labelled and assessed. Viewing available at
1.30pm. Promises, and vouchers can also be given. Ring
01797 363175 for more detail.
The church is a collecting point for the foodbank. See the
header article for requirements at present. A speaker
from the Rainbow, centre, who organise the Marsh
foodbanks, spoke at the church on Sunday May 5th.

Church Chuckle

From Kings Lynn Parish magazine: “Burial charges
are to increase in the cemetery. This is blamed on
the increases cost of living”

Wit and Wisdom

Mother is the name for God, in the hearts of little
children. WM Thackery.

Contact The Looker:
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL

LYDD TOWN had a 3-1 home win in the Southern Counties
League against FC Elmstead. Dale Horton got the home side oﬀ to
a good start with a goal in the third minute but the visitors equalised
shortly afterwards and it was 1-1 at half time. Another Dale Horton
goal immediately after the break and one from Tom Barton in the
last minute secured the three points for the Lydders.

A mid-week match saw Lydd unlucky as they drew 3-3
away to Snodland Town with the home side snatching the
equaliser in the last minute. Dale
Horton
scored for the Lydders in the ﬁfth
minute but Snodland Town scored
twice before the break to lead 2-1 at
half time. However, goals from Ryan
Philpott in the 57th minute and by Ryan
Smith ten minutes later saw the visitors
looking for the three points
before the late goal for the
home side.

In their last Southern Counties League match of the season, Lydd
Town suﬀered a 5-1 defeat at home to Welling Town, the eventual
league champions. It was 1-1 at half time but Welling scored four
times in the second half to run out worthy winners.

LOCAL CRICKET

There are three Marsh
teams in action this
summer. Brookland play in Division Three of the Kent County
Village League whilst New Romney and Lydd play friendly matches.
The season started in April with a local friendly ‘derby’ between
New Romney and Lydd.

Lydd 50 all out v New Romney 54-6
New Romney won by four wickets

A low scoring match saw the season commence. Lydd batted ﬁrst
at The Banks and were all out for 50 in the 22nd over. Dan
Anderson made 27 and was the only batsman to reach double
ﬁgures. He hit three fours and one six and the next highest score
was ﬁve! For New Romney, Elliot Symonds was the pick of the
bowlers taking ﬁve wickets for seven runs. Terry Owen took 3-14.

New Romney also struggled with the bat but made the necessary
runs in the 20th over. L. Payton made 16 and Shane Lawrence
ﬁnished on 11 not out. Alec Lindsey took two wickets for nine runs
for the home side.

It was an average season for the Lydders, ﬁnishing 12th out of 18
in the league table with 38 points from 34 matches.

NEW ROMNEY with two matches to play, are presently sixth in
the Kent County League. In their latest game, they managed a 2-2
draw away to Bexley.
LYDD TOWN RESERVES lost heavily 9-1 away to K Sports
Reserves in the County League although it was only 1-1 at half time.
Shaun Hodson scored for the Marsh side.
NEW ROMNEY VETERANS continued their good form with a 42 away victory against K Sports United. Leading goalscorer of the
season Allen Sterling scored a hat trick with the other one coming
from Luke Parker.

Another away win for New Romney Veterans when they beat
Insulation Veterans 2- 0. Chris Jones and Allen Sterling scored for
the Marsh side.

LYDD GRASSHOPPERS leaped up to second place in the Division
One league table as they returned from their Easter Sunday trip to
Appledore 5-1 winners. The Marshmen won for the ﬁrst time in
four games to move ahead of Lolzors into second place and take
another step closer to a top-three ﬁnish this season. Goals from
Rebel Luel, Adam Washford, Dean Clark, Jack Gardener and Jordan
Boorer cancelled out Craig Pierce’s strike for Appledore.

The Grasshoppers ﬁnished their season with a 4-2 away defeat to
Nailbox FC. Despite the Marsh side’s high standing in the league, the
two teams immediately below them have a couple of matches still to
play. Adam Ghidaoui’s brace helped Nailbox to their victory but ﬁrsthalf goals from Jordan Boorer and Nathan Brown for Grasshoppers
ensured that the ﬁrst-half ﬁnished level at two goals apiece. The
second-half was very much an end-to-end aﬀair and it wasn’t until two
late goals from set pieces that sealed all three points for the home side.
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New Romney 112-3 v Charing 110 all out
New Romney won by seven wickets

New Romney continued their winning run with a comfortable
victory against Charing in a friendly match. The home side won the
toss and elected to ﬁeld and dismissed Charing for 110 in the 33rd
over. Elliott Symonds was the pick of the bowlers taking 4 for 13 in
seven overs. Tony Collins took 2-16 in nine overs.

The Marsh side’s opening pair of L. Paton and Scott Haiselden set
up the victory with an opening partnership of over 50. L. Paton top
scored with 52 and Scott ﬁnished on 34 not out.

Lydd 75-1 v Little Chart 74 all out
Lydd won by nine wickets

Lydd chalked up their ﬁrst win of the season with a victory in this
friendly game against Little Chart at The Banks. They won the toss
and put the visitors in to bat and were soon amongst the wickets.
M. Ham took 3 for 2 in three overs and both Adam and Alec Lindsey
grabbed a couple of wickets. Little Chart were all out in the 38th
over for just 74 runs.

The Marsh side soon got the runs required for victory with only
14 overs gone. Adam Lindsey ﬁnished on 31 not out and Dan
Anderson was unbeaten with 29 when the winning run was made.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 9th May

Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, Greatstone, 10.30am12noon

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30pm
Romney Marsh Photographic Club,
St.Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 8pm

Friday 10th May

Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate,
St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 11am

St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1pm-4pm

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm-4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm
(7-10 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30pm7.30pm

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (11-15
years)

Spring Market, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 10am-12noon

Community Market, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am-12noon

Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 2pm-4pm

Monday 13th May

Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am

Friends of Lydd & Lydd Town Museum,
Hardy Hall, 7.30pm

Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist
Church, 10am

Thursday 16th May

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am

Dymchurch Heritage Group, Methodist
Church, 7.30pm

Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm-3.45pm

Saturday 18th May

New Romney 65 Club, Prescott House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30pm

RNLI Sausage & Mash & Quiz Night,
RHDR Café, Dungeness, 7pm

New Romney History Society, Old School,
7.30pm
Greatstone WI, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 7.30pm

Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am

Coﬀee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10am-12noon

Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Romney Marsh Walking Society,
Winchelsea (park by public toilets), 2pm
(4 miles)

Saturday 11th May

Spring Fayre, New Romney Day Centre,
10am-12.30pm

CARM Coﬀee Morning, Shepherd &
Crook, Burmarsh, 11am

Sunday 12th May

Tuesday 14th May

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village
Hall, 9.30am-1pm

Ashford Invicta Singers, St. Nicholas
Church, New Romney, 7.30pm

Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Live music with Kelly Bourne, Shepherd &
Crook, Burmarsh, 8.45pm

Wednesday 15th May

Auction, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30pm

Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10am
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm

Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
5.30pm-7pm
Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
6.30pm (16 years plus)

New Romney Craft Group, Old School,
7pm

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE

Thursdays: Footcare 9am-4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am-12noon

Fridays: Hearing Aid battery service 9am11am; Footcare 9am-4pm; Tone Up &
Tighten Up 2.30pm-3.30pm

Mondays: Footcare 9am-4pm; Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am; One You
Weight Management 1.30pm;
First Monday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am-11am
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid battery service
9am-11am; NHS Health Walk 10am;
Stop Smoking Clinic 12.30pm-4.30pm;
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am-11am

Wednesdays: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am-11.30am; Art Group 11am12noon; Pilates 4.15pm-5.15pm

SALES • SERVICING
REPAIRS • CYCLE HIRE
Open 7 days a week

Drop in and see us next to the BP Station

Tel: 01797 362155
www.romneycycles.co.uk
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MARSH MEMORIES
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MARSH HOLIDAY MEMORIES

by James Branch

I ﬁrst started coming to Romney Marsh in the late 1950s
when my parents used to rent a caravan at Piper’s
Caravan Park at Dymchurch.
I remember those caravans very well. There was no running
water or mains drainage and gas was supplied by means of a
cylinder. Water was obtained from a nearby standpipe and
the waste water drained into a bucket which had to be
emptied at designated places on the site. The toilets were
situated in a nearby block so if you had to ’go’ in the middle
of the night, it could be quite inconvenient. Although these
caravans seem quite primitive by today’s standards, they
were the norm in those days.
Our days were normally spent on the beach at Dymchurch
and I remember the funfair and particularly the roller skating
rink and the dodgem cars. I was too young to go roller skating
but I did like going on the dodgems and listening to the rockn-roll music of the late 50s and early 60s. Our evenings were
usually spent going for a walk which ended up in a pub. The
Ocean Inn was a favourite and my dad and uncle would go
in the bar while my mother, sister, aunt and cousins sat
outside with our soft drinks and packets of crisps. On the
way back to our caravan, we would sometimes buy cockles
or whelks from one of the seafood stalls.
Another place we would stop at was Alex’s Eel and Pie Shop
and customers could either eat in or take away food. They
also sold tea and coﬀee and we could help ourselves to sugar
by means of a spoon chained to the counter! Another
favourite walk was from the Caravan Park to The Star Inn at
St. Mary-in-the-Marsh. Looking at the distance now,

I wonder how we children managed it and we certainly slept
soundly afterwards.

Fast forward 20+ years and I was married with a son and a
daughter. My wife and I had bought a chalet at Romney
Sands Holiday Village and we spent some holidays there.
Sometimes we would drive to The Star for lunch and then go
to Dymchurch. I told my children how we used to walk from
Dymchurch to the pub and back and they looked astonished
when I suggested we do it again!

When in Dymchurch we went to the funfair. The roller
skating rink had long gone but the dodgems were still there.
I went on them with my children and recalled the time years
before when I was a boy enjoying the rides and the rock-nroll music. We also drove out to local attractions such as Port
Lympne Zoo. Most of our time however was spent at the
holiday village at Greatstone. One of my interests was ﬁshing
and I spent many hours at Dungeness Long Pits. Looking
back to these holidays, I well remember sitting in the sun on
the beach or in the garden of a country pub, but it was not
always like that. I also recall sitting in the caravan/chalet with
the rain pouring down and the wind howling outside. Even
the greatest fan of the area must admit that it gets a bit
breezy sometimes!

Many years later we moved to Greatstone from Croydon and
bought a bungalow on the sea front. Sometimes our eldest
grandson stays with us and we take him to Dymchurch and
a trip on the dodgems to the rock-n-roll music. It takes me
back 50 years, how time ﬂies!
The photo shows Piper’s Caravan Park in the 1950s

!"#$%&'()*+,'-*.,'/'0&1'2).#&3

MAY 2019

!""#!$%&'(()(%
*%+,"(%-().,/!$
FRIDAY 24th
7pm - Jimmy & TheRiddles • 9pm - One Love

SATURDAY 25th
1pm - Mixed Emotions • 4pm - Jason Leigh Band
7pm - Gumboots • 9pm - Ratzkins

SUNDAY 26th
1pm - David Shepherd • 4pm - Georgie Taylor
7pm - Pseudo Stereo • 9pm - Brad Pittance & The Pirates
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NO SPACE
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The Looker is usually available from the following outlets:
LYDD: The Dolphin, MACE Stores,
Usher Motors, Lyons, McColls, Spar, The
Vets, The Airport & The Golf Club.

ST. MARY’S BAY: Colin Wood,
Sans Café, Neil’s Newsagents &
TheVillage Hall.

DUNGENESS & LYDD-ON-SEA:

HYTHE: Railway Restaurant,
Sainsbury’s, Bank Street Newsagents,
High St. Newsagents, Brooks, I Like
That, Post Office, The Swan, Kings Head,
Elysian Treasures, Nutmeg Café,
Temptations, Butt of Sherry, Stade
Street Newsagents, Hope Inn,
Swimming pool, Hythe Imperial,
The Bell & The Red Lion.

The RH&DR Café, Britannia Inn,
RNLI Station, Pilot Inn, Mark
Richardson’s Fish Shop, Spar &
Seagull Fishing Tackle.

LITTLESTONE: Spar, Convenience
Store, Curl Up & Dye, Rod & Line,
Captain Howey, RH&DR, Marsh
Insurance & Marsh Academy Leisure
Centre.
THE MARSH: Rose & Crown, Old
Romney, The Woolpack, Brookland, The
Bell, Ivychurch, The Star, St. Mary’s &
The Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh.
DYMCHURCH: Tesco, Ocean Inn,
Smuggler’s Chest, Village Stores, Post
Office, Butchers, Village Café,
British Legion & Haguelands.

SANDGATE: Paper Shop, Saga,
Library, Rowing Club, Providence &
The Ship.
NEW ROMNEY: Sainsbury’s, The Ship,
Romney Cycles, Premier Stores, Library,
Elsie’s, Coach House, The Computer
Lady, Spar, Capelli, Cheapjacks, Cinque
Ports, The Broadacre, North Street
Church, Bowls Club, Prescott House,
Day Centre, Firmagers, The Plough &
The Warren.

