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EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 224
Greetings readers,

Well, well. I turn my back for ﬁve minutes and return to ﬁnd the whole of
the local political landscape has undergone a radical makeover. New parish,
town and district councils have had their ﬁrst full meetings, appointed new
mayors and set about forming committees and working parties. It may have
come to your attention that The Looker’s Editor, David Wimble, has been
elected to both New Romney Town Council and Folkestone & Hythe Town
Council, and is already making his mark in both chambers. Although David
will of course maintain considerable inﬂuence over the running of the
Marsh’s most important print medium, he feels that it would be diﬃcult for
him to overtly comment substantially on both Councils’ business – although
we have absolutely no doubt that he will continue to have his say!

But with the start of a new four-year term of local government, we will be
working hard to build rapport with the new council teams across the
district. We are hoping to receive monthly reports from each council so
that we can present a regular round-up of their work and activities.

This new start provides a unique opportunity for us to more extensively
cover the important work that councils do, which for many people may seem
like some distant and intangible agency that they have no inﬂuence over.
If councils have learned nothing else from these latest elections, they should
at least acknowledge that they need to listen more enthusiastically to their
residents and voters. And tomorrow, (Thursday) the same voters have another
chance to put their ‘X’ in a box of their choice in the European Elections, which
once again is being publicised as a vote on the national Government’s
performance over the last three years since the EU ‘In-Out’ referendum. We
take a look at what the EU election is about and how it works.

In other news, we bring you another set of wide-ranging articles which reﬂect
life on the Marsh. We present some written oﬀerings from new contributors
and this is something we hope we can build upon over the coming issues as
we aim to produce regular 40-page issues to cover all the news during the
busy summer period. Much, of course, depends on the support of advertisers
who can take advantage of access to The Looker’s unrivalled 10,000 plus
readership – and now the availability of each issue online.

We bring you an update of local anti-litter hero Eric Brown, who, for all his
modesty, has been a catalyst for a magniﬁcent movement of like-minded
people who want to see an end of the mindless disposal of waste in our
streets, open spaces and across the Marsh. This story connects indirectly
to the Young Persons Community Safety Conference in Folkestone, which
starkly warned of the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse, knife crime,
cyberbullying, gang culture and online grooming. It doesn’t take a huge leap
of logic to deduce that if people of any age take pride in their environment,
then they are less likely to fall prey to these sinister aspects of
modern society.
But we all need a few laughs and the Dymchurch Players will provide just
that when they take to the stage for four performances from tomorrow
evening (23rd) of ‘The Vicar of Dibley’ – some tickets are still available as
we went to press.
We hope you enjoy another entertaining round-up of news and comment
from across the Marsh.
Keep well!

Andrew, David and The Looker team

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837
Wednesday 22nd May 2019

Page 3

Page 4

Wednesday 22nd May 2019

Bearded lady caught on JAM Camera
by Andrew South

With the Eurovision Song Contest
inevitably fresh in our mind, we were
reminded
of
the
extraordinary
performance and presence of Conchita
Wurst who won the competition for
Austria in 2014. Whilst she may not have
made the wearing of beards by ladies a
fashion trend, she certainly had an
impact on the world of music and arts.

stoically as the Bearded Lady for the
photographic session.

“I’ve been involved with the JAM on the
Marsh’s photography group since it ﬁrst
started and I absolutely love it,” one of the
photographic students, Adrian ThorntonSmith, told The Looker.
“For this module, we went out to Littlestone

So it is by a slightly circuitous route that we
arrive at the story of one the modules of the
Romney Marsh Students Photography Course
run by Looker favourite, Susan Pilcher and
organised by the good folk of the
JAM Festival. The organisers approached Rob
Forknall, who has a distinguished CV as a
master of ceremonies, actor, director and is
the founder of Kent’s own open-air theatre
company Changeling Theatre in 1997.
He is also a well-known pantomime dame –
once described as “the sexiest dame on the
British stage” – and he was asked if he
would be prepared to model in character for
the
‘People’
module
of
Susan’s
Photography Course.
He said that he “would be delighted” but that
there was one signiﬁcant drawback in that he
had grown a beard. However, the world of art
knows no bounds, so Rob played his part

Bearded lady
by Adrian
Thornton-Smith

Beach to take portrait photos of Rob dressed
as a dame. It was an absolutely fantastic
experience and it really helped me learn more
techniques of portrait photography and
helped reﬁne my own style.

“We were given diﬀerent assignments and had
to also interview him whilst taking photos, and
I tried to get him at his most expressive
moments, as well as parts where he was
thinking about my questions, I came away
from the experience with a lot of new ideas.”

Adrian was joined by photography student
Lewis Lowrey for the shoot, and the results
will be part of a major exhibition of work from
the photography course taking place during
JAM on the Marsh from 4th to 14th July.
Pictures from the Landscape, Long Exposure,
People and Abstract modules of the course
will be on display at the ‘End of the Line’
Restaurant at Dungeness RH&DR Station.
Bearded lady by Lewis Lowrey

For full details of JAM on the Marsh, see:
www.jamconcert.org/events.
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Rocky retrieves the rubbish
YOU drop!

Driving along Britain’s roads is often a
disappointing, dismal aﬀair. Rolls of
cellophane, beer cans, fast food
wrappers and plastic bags can often
be seen festooned in the hedgerows
and ﬂuttering in trees. It seems we are
a dirty lot.

“He’s got a nose for tennis balls,” grinned
Eric. “He just gets involved. He saw me
pulling things out of bushes and he just
copied me.”

Eric heads up a team of around 600
members, hardy types who have already
cleaned up locations like Lydd, Greatstone
beach, Dungeness and the A259 at
Brenzett.

His involvement began when a relative,
who had gone to live in Australia, returned
for a holiday and was shocked to see the
state of the roadsides. He told Eric of a
similar scheme in Australia and within
weeks, Eric was busy putting together the
idea of the Great Romney Marsh clean up.

However, Romney Marsh has become
somewhat of a hotspot for stalwart types
sporting high-viz and all the latest
accessories ... framed bin bags, gloves and
litter pickers.

These dedicated garbage gatherers are
often out in all weathers, cleaning up other
people’s mess. They belong to a group
named Romney Marsh Litter Picking
Watch, headed up by Eric Brown, a retired
butcher from Hythe.

When not out scouring the countryside for
discarded tins, bottles and other rubbish,
Eric can often be found walking his
labradors Rocky, Chloe and Leo by the
Royal Military Canal.
Not a quiet, contemplative stroll by the
historic waterway for Eric, though. One of
his three rescued pooches, Rocky, loves
nothing more than crashing through the
undergrowth, probing the Canal bank,
seeking out the cast-oﬀs of careless human
beings, even diving into the cold water to
retrieve them.

Ministry of Defence to sort a stretch of
remote beach at Dengemarsh and
Galloways, where – due to the movement
of the shingle – all manner of objects get
swept to the top of the pebble banks and
left to blow around, creating danger for the
wildlife of the peninsula.
He was recently awarded by Keep Britain
Tidy, with the status of “Ambassador” and
also receives funding from various
organisations such as local councils and even
major supermarkets like Sainsbury’s and
Waitrose for whom he often clears car parks.

“We have even had free coﬀee and hot
cross buns from the supermarkets”, he
grinned. “They are grateful for us clearing
up mess and have even donated Easter
eggs to some of the children that join us.”
Recently, he was called upon by the

Eric’s team swung into action and soon had
80 bags of rubbish plus hanks of discarded
rope, netting and old tyres ready and
waiting for collection by the MoD’s own
removal team.

Litter-picking has now become a major
Marsh pastime with many individuals from
the group having their own designated
areas, such as their own street or a stretch
of parkland nearby. Eric is quick to point
out that this is entirely a voluntary pastime
but that the beneﬁts for the volunteers
include a chance to get out, meet people,
get some exercise – and enjoy tea, buns
and biscuits after their exertions.

Eric is on Facebook and can be found
advertising upcoming trash tidying forays
on the Litter Picking Romney Marsh group.
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Comment by Kim Gandy: It has come to
something when we have pets clearing
up after human beings. In one instance,
27 used nappies were discarded in a local
lay-by. Even in this age of environmental
awareness, there are still moronic
individuals who think nothing of lobbing
empty burger cartons and tin cans out of
car windows and ﬂy tipping in lay-bys –
and the best yet … the absolute dimwits
who bag up dog poo then hang it from a
tree. What the absolute … ??

A Chocolate Dream
Scouts Million Hands is a
Scout Community Impact Project, chosen to
address everyday issues which affect us all.
One of the issues is emotional health and
well being, so important to quality of life.
For their annual fund raiser 1st New Romney Scout Group
have nominated New Romney Counselling Services as their
chosen charity. Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers have
partnered with the charity to raise money to support the
important work the charity does in our local area.
We would like to invite everybody in the local community to
join us in supporting the charity.

Our Chocolate Dream Evening will take place
on Tuesday 11th June at 1st New Romney
Scout HQ, Church Lane, from 6pm.
Come along and support us, the chocolate-themed evening
has something for everyone: Tombola; Raffle; Beat the Clock;
Snail Race; scrummy chocolate cakes and more.
A chance to meet up with friends, catch up with gossip and
support a very worthwhile cause … A true Chocolate Dream
More information:1st New Romney Scout Group website
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MARY CANE
Mary Cane was born on 27th May 1941 and
grew up in Lydd and although ventured out
of the area during her life came back to
Lydd at 100 High Street to retire and enjoy
the community she loved. Unfortunately on
the 26th April 2019 she suddenly passed
away at the age of 77 years. She will be
deeply missed by her loving husband, family
and friends.
Her funeral will take place at Lydd Church
on 30th May 2019 at 11am. There will be
flowers by family only and any donations
will be for the Lydd Youth set which my
mother had helped with in the past.

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers

This month’s demonstration was
presented by our own Ann Luckett , which
was an imposed workshop, where we get
given certain things to use with a little bit
of our own free style.

We produced these bouquets using some
natural materials for a ﬂower. A most
enjoyable afternoon, learning new skills.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday
12th June at 2.30pm – 4.30pm at St. Mary’s
Bay village Hall, and will feature a
workshop/demo by Gill Smaggasgale entitled
“String Spirals”. Visitors all welcome with
refreshments available.

For more, information contact, Gill on, 01797
367258. Look forward to seeing you.

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS
INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC
Our quality Work is Guaranteed &
Installed to British & Brett Standard
PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266
Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com
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Last chance for UK inﬂuence
in Europe
by Andrew South

Just in case it had escaped your notice, tomorrow (23rd)
represents possibly your last opportunity to take part in the
world’s largest democratic contest outside of India. Around
400 million people are eligible to vote for 751 MEPs to the
European Parliament, which makes laws in conjunction
with the 28 member states’ governments.

The twice-a-decade vote was ﬁrst contested in 1979 and this year is
being taken more seriously across our continent than ever before.
Politicians of all hues are seeing this election as an opportunity to
seize control of Europe’s agenda for the next ﬁve years. For the past
40 years, the Parliament has been mostly dominated by parties of the
centre-left or centre-right, but anti-EU politicians are talking up the
potential impact they could have on the status quo. The UK currently
has 73 seats in the Parliament which are voted for on a proportional
representation basis, which provides a more realistic reﬂection of the
views of individual nations than our own ﬁrst-past-the-post system.
This provides an opportunity for smaller parties to be better
represented at an international level than in their own countries, so
ironically the Brexit Party and UKIP will be able to capitalise on votes
for seats in an institution which it decries as undemocratic.

The European Parliament decides on
laws which have implications for all
member states in areas such as farming,
ﬁsheries, energy, security, environment,
data protection, migration and the
single market. Regulations and
initiatives are proposed by the European
Commission - which, contrary to
popular tabloid mythology, does not
make EU law – for consideration by the
Parliament. The EU has no law-making
role on nation states’ internal issues of
most concern to voters, such as health,
education, transport infrastructure,
defence, taxation, foreign policy and
housing.

So what has the European Parliament
been up to during the past ﬁve years? Probably its most popular
decision was the abolition of roaming charges for mobile ‘phone
users abroad, which brought to an end the issuing of large,
unexpected bills for calls, texts and internet usage. Damaging
neonicotinoid pesticides have been almost totally banned,
providing some help for pollinating insects which are crucial in the
production of around 70 per cent of arable crops.

One of the most controversial policies was the legislation covering
the dumping of unwanted ﬁsh catches, once agreed quotas had
been reached. Although new legislation came into force this year
to end the practice, it is yet to be established whether a satisfactory
outcome is possible in the long term.

Other legislation has covered internet copyright laws, the use of air
passenger data and the much publicised overhaul of data privacy
under the General Data Protection Regulation, which will have
aﬀected almost all of us in one way or another.

The environment has been high on the Parliament’s agenda with
the support of the Paris Agreement, which is the ﬁrst-ever legally
binding global climate deal and which aims to make the EU the ﬁrst

major economy to go ‘climate neutral’ by 2050. Two signiﬁcant laws
aimed at cutting plastic pollution have also come into force.

So how does the voting work? Our south-east region is one of 12
UK regions which will go to the polls tomorrow, while the majority
of the 28 member states vote on Sunday (26th). The results should
be announced at 10pm (BST) the same day.

The ballot paper consists of the name of a political party with a list
of up to ten candidates in order of that party’s preference. The voter
has one vote for the party of their choice, and the number of MEPs
who are elected to represent that party depends on the number of
votes the party receives. The more votes
received means the more MEP’s are
elected from each party.
There are many people of course who
are understandably embarrassed by the
UK’s performance on the international
stage over the last three years, and who
feel that the country is not worthy of a
seat at Europe’s top table. They will ﬁnd
a warm welcome within Nigel Farage’s
Brexit Party and UKIP.

There are others who still believe that
the UK should take its rightful place as
a major inﬂuencer and power-player
within our own continent and the
Liberal Democrats, Green Party and the
newly created Change UK will ﬁght
ﬁercely to maintain a credible voice.

Somewhere in between are the Conservative and Labour parties
who seem somewhat befuddled about how to take the Brexit issue
forward.

As a member of the EU, the UK is automatically part of about 40
trade agreements which the EU has with more than 70 countries.
In the three years since the UK’s ‘In-Out’ referendum, it has renegotiated nine trade deals – Norway & Iceland; Caribbean
countries; Paciﬁc Islands; Israel; Palestinian Authority; Eastern &
Southern Africa; Chile; Switzerland and the Faroe Islands. The EU
has recently announced a new trade deal with Japan, the world’s
fourth largest economy. However, the UK government has stated
that it would not be able to replicate the EU’s free trade
arrangement with Japan.

While UK voters may be suﬀering from voting fatigue in recent
years, this election could be seen as a test of the UK government’s
performance in enacting – or not - the results of the 2016
referendum. At the time of writing, the Brexit Party is set to make
a considerable impact on the result, while ‘remain’ voters will be
spoiled for choice among a number of pro-EU parties.
Wednesday 22nd May 2019
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The New Mayor for
New Romney, the
Worshipful Paul
Thomas, writes to
The Looker
“I am the proudest man in New Romney, having been
elected as the Right Worship Mayor of the Cinque Port
Town of New Romney at the 2019 Annual Meeting of
New Romney Town Council. I have asked my wife Janet
to be my Mayoress for the next year but it was a close
run thing with our little Dachshund Sergio coming a
close second for the role of mayoral consort. I would
like to thank the people of the Coast Ward for voting
for me and my fellow councillors for electing me to the
position of Mayor and Chairman of the Council.

“Elizabeth (Betty) Wells who was the first woman to be
Mayor of New Romney and served for three years, she
was also a leading light in the community.
“Richard Collins who was Mayor on four occasions
between 1988 and 1991 (he also scored 201 runs not
out for New Romney Cricket Club, his bat can be seen
in The Old School)
“Ted Carey who was Mayor on seven occasions from
1984 to 1996, he had a long association with New
Romney Football Club including as Manager and
Chairman.
“Dr Alan Snoad, who’s historical research on New
Romney will be the basis for the proposed New
Romney Heritage Trail.
“When you look at the names on the past Mayors list,
you are reminded of them every day as you walk
around the town. Their legacy was truly built in stone
and they are a hard act to follow. So how about the
future. It is imperative that we retain the history and
heritage of this town but we also have to recognise the
changes in our society. Betty Wells was our first woman
Mayor and we have had many since her but I look
forward to the day when New Romney welcomes the
diverse society we have become by electing its first
BAME, LGBT and Disabled Mayors.”

sports and social clubs, Friends of Lydd, Lydd Twinning
Committee, Lydd Allotment Association, Lydd
Residents’ Group, All Saints, Lydd and St Peter’s,
Greatstone, Lydd Dementia Cafe and Lydd Youth Set,
the police and County Council representative.
Those present at the meeting heard how the highlights
of the year had been the opening of the Marsh’s new
dementia and Parkinson’s cafes. Both of these are
thriving and growing in number, according to
Community Warden, Joanna Watts, who is currently
also in the process of opening a one-stop-shop for
domestic abuse victims in Lydd.
Concerns were raised about anti-social behaviour in
Coronation Square and members of the public
questioned the council about the apparent “inactivity”
of its crime working group. The response given was
that, with new councillors on board from the recent
elections, the crime group is expected to have a new
lease of life and should be up and running again soon.
Elsewhere, the youth club appears to be thriving,
although their problem seems to be lack of volunteers
rather than lack of money, which is nonetheless always
welcome.
Lydd Primary school has benefitted from a strong link
with the power station, which has donated science
equipment and provided high quality workshops for
the pupils. Local quarry group Brett Aggregates also
donated bicycles, helmets and safety vests for every
year 5 child who completed a Bikeability test.
The next big event for Lydd Town Council is mayormaking on May 20th, which will be performed by
councillors’ ballot.

“My aim is to build on the good work of previous
councils and lead the council to deliver what we have
planned in the areas of Community & Service, Tourism
& Heritage, Culture & Leisure and Business &
Enterprise. We also have to provide solutions to
emergent issues such as preventing unlawful
incursions on St Martins Field & The Greens and
dealing with Anti-Social behaviour in our community
areas (including vandalism and littering). We also have
the fantastic opportunities that the new Community
Hall and Sports Pavilion will provide the community.
We need the support of the community, District
Councillors and our County Councillor to achieve these
aims.
“There is a long and varied tradition associated with
the role of Mayor of New Romney. The first Mayor of
New Romney was John Cheeseman in 1563, in the
reign of Elizabeth 1. There was a long procession of
mayors that followed him and I would like to pick out
a few that still have some relevance today. Frederick
Maude was Mayor on seven occasions from 1908 to
1914 and donated the Maude Memorial Pavilion to
the town, in memory of the son he lost in World War
1. Major Max Tiechman Derville was Mayor on no less
than twelve occasions between 1926 and 1937 and
was a great benefactor to the town. John Wiles was
Mayor of this town on ten occasions from 1945 to
1954. Without disrespecting the work of other Mayors
since then, I would like to pick out four others:
Page 10
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Lydd Town
Council Diary

A renewed interest in local politics was highlighted at
the recent Lydd Town Council annual meeting, which
was packed to the rafters with members of the public
and representatives of Lydd’s numerous clubs and
societies.
After normal council business, cheques were awarded
to local group beneficiaries of the Mayor’s Charity
Fund. Lydd brownies and scouts received £250 each;
the caring charity, CARM £1,000 and the Dementia
Cafe £1,000.
Reports were then submitted and read out by
spokespeople of municipal charities, schools, banks

COMMENT: Given the parlous state of national party
politics, it is not surprising that members of the public
were present in droves at the Lydd Town Council
annual meeting – and making their feelings felt at the
ballot box on May 2nd. Social media has now made it
possible for people to broadcast opinions far and wide.
It is also an immensely toxic medium, attracting trolls,
naysayers and rumour-mongers. Both online and off,
there are plenty of people who have an “opinion” on
everything, from bus timetables to Brexit. However, it
takes much, much more to stick your head above the
parapet and actually stand for election.
It’s all well and good to snipe, name-call and dredge
up hearsay and rubbish from the very bowels of
Google search but if you are not prepared to knuckle
down and get involved, all the heckling from the
sidelines won’t make one iota of difference.
Those who grumble will often complain they are
“too busy” when asked why they don’t stand for
election themselves; however, those who usually do
the best job are such people – busy. Those who CLAIM
to be “too busy” often are – busy telling everyone else
how to do it.
There were NINETEEN UNCONTESTED elections in the
Folkestone and Hythe District parish and town wards
on May 2nd and SCORES of individuals on local
Facebook pages in the lead up to – and aftermath of –
the local elections, hurling abuse at election
candidates and winners. This was a total waste of
energy that could have been channelled into actually
doing something positive – like putting THEMSELVES

up for election and having an OFFICIAL voice to speak
on behalf of their communities, instead of insulting
those who DO. They know who they are.

Romney Marsh
Alliance with
Folkestone and Hythe
District Conservatives

From UKIP Romney Marsh ward Councillors Ian
Meyers & Terry Mullard and David Wimble, the
Independent Councillor for New Romney ward.
After being contacted by the leadership team of the
Conservative Party, UKIP’s two Romney Marsh ward
Councillors and New Romney’s Independent
Councillor have decided to form an alliance with the
Conservative party for Folkestone and Hythe District.

then they will have time to look at other options.
However, they are confident they can proceed in a
direction that is good for all of our district and its
peoples.

Hythe Green takes on a
whole new meaning

Among the changes in the make-up in local council
changes at this month’s elections, none was more
seismic than that which hit Hythe Town Council. From
a staunchly conservative-run administration, the new
team of 16 town councillors now consists of six
Conservatives, six Greens, two Hythe Residents
Alliance, a Liberal Democrat and an Independent.

Contrary to what has been claimed on social media,
none one of the councillors had any communication
with any other party to try and build a five-way coalition
and the Alliance was only confirmed on Wednesday
afternoon.
New Romney Independent Councillor David Wimble
explained; “When I stood as an Independent I did so
to try and get the best deal for the people of Romney
Marsh and the District. I now have the opportunity to
work with the council in a much more proactive way. I
also would like to point out that we are working in an
independent capacity, and will vote accordingly on
individual cases.”

David Wimble said; “The views within the other parties
seem so far apart that in my opinion, it would be
impossible to get any joint consensus. The people of
the district voted for us to get the best deal for where
they live and I feel that this is an opportunity not to be
missed and try and remind people that we can be
judged on our results.”
All three councillors have agreed that as a tripartite
group, they will review where they are in 12 months
time to see if this working alliance can deliver benefits.
Should it fail to help invest and promote the Marsh,

“I also want to see how we can regenerate our own
High Street by perhaps putting empty premises to
socially useful purposes for advice, information and
meeting places.”
And in a move to make more use of modern social
media platform, he would like to be much more active
on platforms such as Instagram to keep people
informed about Council activities.
Announced as Mayoress to support Mayor Wade in his
duties was Alison Martin – perhaps better known as
Alison Chapman who has appeared regularly on TV on
antiques programmes such as Secret Dealers and
David Dickinson’s Real Deal. She was the 2016 Kent
Businesswoman of the Year and is Managing Director
of Owlets in the High Street.
In a progressive move to reflect the diverse nature of
our society, the Deputy Mayor is Cllr. Naomi Slade of
the Hythe Residents’ Alliance, who is set to bring
youthful energy and enthusiasm to the Council
Chamber.

Mayor Cllr. Douglas Wade

“I’m a single mum on benefits, but I have lots of ideas
about promoting health and well-being in the town,”
she told me. She will play an important role as Deputy
Mayor in helping to build rapport between the
different elements of the Council.
In his handover speech, the outgoing Mayor, Paul
Peacock expressed his appreciation to the team of staff
at the Town Council who have kept the machinery of
local government turning during the two years of his
incumbency.

Ian Meyers stated; “As leader of the local UKIP group
this is a unique opportunity to get a better deal for the
Romney Marsh. We want to work not in coalition, but
in an alliance with the Conservatives in the knowledge
that we will be looking to collaborate with all other
Marsh Councillors to make sure that the Romney
Marsh gets its fare share of the money released for
High Street regeneration.
Fellow UKIP Councillor Terry Mullard added; “While I
am content to be part of an alliance in order to enable
a workable majority administration, I will not renege
on UKIP policies or ignore the hopes and wishes of the
Romney Marsh electorate who voted for me as a UKIP
Councillor. The three of us share the same view of
wanting to do what we can to stop mass development
on Romney Marsh, and working as a group within an
alliance we can influence the council to support what
local people want.”

“I am keen for people of all ages to get involved in
helping us to achieve that, and will welcome views
from everyone. I’d like schools to get much more
involved and I’ve been looking at towns like
Faversham which has made their High Street virtually
plastic-free. We have a bit of catching up to do!

So that is the ceremonial procedure over and done
with – it will now be very interesting to see how this
eclectic mix of councillors works together over the next
four years for the benefit of Hythe and its people.

Town Clerk Margaret Stewart and
new Mayor Cllr. Wade

And amid the traditional pomp of ceremony last week,
the Council appointed its first Green Mayor. Cllr.
Douglas Wade has taken on the role of Chairman and
Mayor of Hythe Town Council with a ready-made air of
authority, calmness and responsibility.
“As the first Green Mayor, I am looking forward to
serving the people of Hythe for the next four years,” he
told me after the Mayoral ceremony. “My agenda will
very much be about protecting Hythe’s nature,
ecosystems and open spaces, and helping to make the
town resilient to climate change.

Town Sergeant Terry Reene and
Deputy Mayor Cllr. Naomi Slade

Wednesday 22nd May 2019

Page 11

strawberry fair
Appledore Church, Saturday 15th June
10am – 4.30pm
Strawberries, Jewellery, Plants, Gifts, Preserves, Books, Cream Teas etc.
Morris dancing from 2pm • Children’s Activities • Refreshments all day • Free entry and parking

More info: Donna 01233 758256

Dungeness Lifeboat assists
broken down sailing boat
Dungeness Lifeboat was paged to assist
a sailing vessel which had broken down
on Monday the 6th of may.

The boat was located three miles east of
Dungeness with three people on board.
With the coastguard paging for the Lifeboat
to launch at 4.30 in the afternoon.

Once on the scene, a volunteer crew
member went aboard the 7m sailing boat
and it was decided that the casualty should
be towed to safety. A tow was set up and the
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Shannon class lifeboat The Morrell’ and crew
towed the boat to Dover.
The lifeboat then returned to station and
was ready for service by 10.00pm.

Deputy Second Coxswain, Steve Cardew
says: ‘Those on board were very well
prepared in this instance and made the
correct decision to call the coastguard when
they got into diﬃculties. Our volunteer crew
showed good teamwork as always in
assisting the casualty.”

Mrs P’s Diary
Right, first of all I would like to
give a shout out to any
single ladies out there
in Looker Land.
If you would like a new male
friendship with an erudite,
well travelled mature
gentleman, with a sense of
humour and his own
business, send an email to
the esteemed editor of this magazine. He will
monitor the replies and perhaps meet up with you…
I am told that he scrubs up well …
I was rather surprised recently when sitting outside
Truly Scrumptious cafe in Hythe,to see the parade of
protesters (Otterpool, Princes Parade)who gathered
to hear the speaker, getting coffees from Costa.
Especially as they were next to an independent cafe
and the speaker had just stressed the importance of
shopping locally and supporting the High Street …
mmm.
Talking of which, rumour has it that two more shops
are closing. As they are next to each other this would
leave a large gap in the middle of the High Street.
Like two missing adjacent teeth, this is not a good
look. Applicants for the dating position, please note.
Mr P shops locally on the rare occasions he wobbles
into town. He gets sausages and scotch eggs from
the butcher and an antique or two from the
revamped Wainwright’s shop. But this week Mr P
decided to amble the aisles in Asda.
The shopping was delivered to the doorstep. Most of
the essentials were missing. It seems he forgot to put
them in his virtual trolley. Can’t do that in a real shop.
Although I do not do political comment, there’s
enough of that at the moment, I suspect our
Honourable (or not depending on your viewpoint)
leader was visiting recently. If so, she left her bag in a
charity shop. I know it belonged to her as it carried
the message “Deal or no Deal” across the front …
I would have have dumped that as well.

Plants, Coﬀee and Cakes
help boost the funds of
The Old School

Saturday 4th May turned out to be a cold and windy day so
the Old School Trustees decided that their annual
fundraising Plant Sale and Coﬀee Morning would need to
be held inside rather than in the lovely gardens as in
previous years. The Scouts kindly oﬀered the nearby Scout
Hut as a venue for the plants and the Old School became
the site for the Coﬀee Morning.

People came in huge numbers to both venues and were queuing
out of the doors. Plants of every description were on sale, all
donated by local green-ﬁngered gardeners. Every plant was sold so
New Romney gardens should look superb this summer!

A raﬄe was held and garden related competitions along with coﬀee
and scrumptious cakes were available at the Old School and all the
cakes sold out too! The cakes
were made and donated by
supporters and friends of this
lovely Victorian building. Musical
entertainment was provided by
the St Hilda’s Ukulele Group
from Hythe – and what fun they
were, playing real foot tapping
and singalong songs.

The Trustees of the Old School would like to thank all those who
donated so generously either with plants, cakes, their time or
money to support this most successful event. A total of £1,400 was
raised for Old School funds. The Plant Sale (now in its third year) is
a major fund-raising event enabling the Trustees to maintain the
building and improve the facilities that are available. Happy planting
and gardening over the next months!
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LOCAL CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS

We welcome Associate members as well as people who have served or are serving in the RAF or any other service.

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at the
Hythe Sports and Social Club (formally RBL), St. Leonard’s Road, Hythe,
7pm for 7.30pm.
Our main aim is fundraising for our Wings appeal, which helps veterans,
serving personnel and their families.

At our meetings we have various speakers, musical evenings and a social
Fish & Chip evening each May. Sometimes outings are arranged, for
example, we celebrated St. George’s Day with a trip to Dover for
afternoon tea. Our annual Boot Fair on Hythe Green on the 16th June is
our next big fundraising event.
There are just annual membership fees: Associate Membership is £16
with quarterly magazine. Full Membership (ex or serving) is £23 with
quarterly magazine.

Page 14

Wednesday 22nd May 2019

Dawn of new era for Fifth Continent team
by Andrew South

There has been a signiﬁcant change at
the helm of the Marsh’s ﬂagship
heritage, conservation and identity
project, the Fifth Continent Landscape
Partnership
Scheme.
Former
Community Oﬃcer Dawn Apcar has
stepped up to follow in the formidable
footsteps of the previous Scheme
Manager, Lisa Barratt-Smith who had
led the team with great enthusiasm and
expertise from its inception for the last
two years, and who left last month.

Dawn worked for more than 20 years in local
government and NHS roles in community
services, before joining the Kent Wildlife Trust
in 2016. So it was a natural progression that
led her to the Community Oﬃcer role for the
Fifth Continent team.

“I ran a Lottery-funded project to help people
to green their urban areas in Medway, Swale
and Thanet,” she told me when she dropped
into Looker Towers to update us on her new
role. “The aim was to re-connect people with
the outdoors who had become disengaged
from nature, and I worked with small
community groups on the ground.”
She therefore brought immense experience in
community engagement when she joined the
Fifth Continent Project in June 2017.

“People are now having a greater
understanding of the Fifth Continent project,
and they are after all at the heart of the
Marsh,” she says. “We are about delivering the
heritage of the Marsh and its conservation
with the aim of getting people out there and
discovering.

“I have been struck by how resilient the
people of the Marsh have been over the
centuries, by overcoming diﬃculties, from the
days of smuggling to the nuclear age. Our
challenge is to involve local people in projects
that are meaningful and relevant to them, but
we are able to do that because we are just
one of the organisations on a much larger
partnership board.”

While the Kent Wildlife Trust is the lead
partner for the Scheme, there are more than
20 other organisations involved who are
embracing the Fifth Continent challenge to
enhance opportunities to bring the Marsh to
life. These include partners as varied as local
authorities, Natural England and the RSPB to
The Diocese of Canterbury and the Romney
Marsh Historic Churches Trust - all of the
Marsh’s cultural and natural heritage is
represented under the Fifth Continent banner.
“We need to do more work with schools and
young people to help them engage with their
environment and heritage,” adds Dawn. “We
have tangible targets which we need to
achieve, but we want to encourage people to
have a greater understanding of their
environment.”

The Fifth Continent Team (left to right)
Stan Smith, Dawn Apcar, Craig Midwinter,
Viv Kenny and an absent Lucie Bolton

The team now consists of Stan Smith,
Biodiversity Oﬃcer; Lucie Bolton, Heritage
Oﬃcer; Viv Kenny, Administration Oﬃcer and
newly-appointed Craig Midwinter, who has
taken over Dawn’s former role as Community
Oﬃcer.
Craig brings with him a solid commitment to
deliver community engagement to take the
Fifth Continent concept to the Marsh
audience.

“I started working for the Attenborough
Nature Reserve near Nottingham [named
after the place, not the nonagenarian national
treasure] which welcomed around two million
visitors a year, with more than 100,000
coming to the Visitor Centre itself,” says Craig.
“So I am well used to engaging with people
and communities and organising events.”

From the Nottingham Wildlife Trust, he joined
the Kent Wildlife Trust as Events Oﬃcer
in 2018, organising engagement and
educational events at Trust centres at
Sevenoaks, Bough Beech and our own
Romney Marsh Visitor Centre. It is clear he is
relishing his new position in the Fifth
Continent team.

“This is a new frontline challenge, but I am
looking forward to helping people rediscover
their heritage and environment by delivering
a wide range of events, as well as having a
presence at occasions such as the New
Romney Country Fayre, the RNLI Open Day
and the Children’s Sunday during the JAM
Festival,” adds Craig.

From its outset in 2017, the Fifth Continent
Project has embarked on an ambitious
journey to help the Marsh community
‘restore, rediscover and reclaim’ the area’s
cultural and natural heritage. The Heritage
Lottery Funded project is oﬃcially due to
ﬁnish in June 2021, but the work will not stop
there.

“One of the main objectives of the whole
project is to leave ongoing work as a legacy to
the people of the Marsh to take forward in
the future,” explains Dawn. “Most of the
projects are now well established, but there
are still plenty of opportunities for people to
get involved. We would welcome more
support for our events, archaeological
heritage and monitoring projects in
particular.”

So the main challenge for the team is ensuring
that the immense amount of work – whether
its reclaiming the ‘Blue Lanes’ of the area’s
drainage ditches, digging for the port of Old
Romney or committing the Marsh to ﬁlm* – is
not forgotten and is merely the catalyst for
greater understanding and respect for our
natural heritage.
Further information about the work of the
Fifth Continent project and how you can
become involved can be found at:
www.ﬁfthcontinent.org.uk.

This may be the Dawn of a new era for the
Fifth Continent team, but as we all know,
there are also plenty of spectacular sunsets to
enjoy on the Marsh horizon!
*A reminder that the Fifth Continent
Marsh on the Screen challenge takes
place this weekend from the 24th to the
27th May. Organised by Screen South,
the challenge is out there for residents to
enter a short ﬁlm capturing the spirit of
the Marsh. All ﬁlms entered will be
shown at a free screening at the New
Romney Old School on June 8th, when a
trophy will be awarded to the overall
winner by BBC Radio Kent’s Dominic
King. Further information is available at
www.screensouth.org
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Youth conference highlights
modern day dangers
by Andrew South

Keeping the attention of more than 900 Year 9 pupils for
six hours was no mean feat for the speakers at last week’s
Young Persons’ Community Safety Conference at Folkestone’s
Leas Cliﬀ Hall, which provided a salutary assessment of
how life has changed since the advent of social media.

The event, organised by the Folkestone & Hythe District Community Safety
Partnership, hosted schools from across the district including Brockhill Park
Performing Arts College and the Marsh Academy.
It was designed to raise awareness of the dangers of knife crime, drugs,
gangs and grooming to the 13-14 year-old cohort, and pulled no punches.

Hosted by the exuberant Dan Simpson, the ﬁrst presentation was the
extraordinary story told by Lorin LaFave of the Breck Foundation who
established the charity in memory of her son. Breck had been a normal
teenage boy in a loving family who enjoyed computer games, until an older
boy named Lewis entered his online world and set about a highly organised
grooming process. He spun a story about being a millionaire working for

the government and having an apartment in New York.

“I liken it to peeling a banana,” explained Lorin. “The predator peels away
the diﬀerent inﬂuences in the victim’s life. First the parents are alienated,
then the friends are peeled away. Other authority ﬁgures such as teachers
are also isolated until the predator has complete control of their victim.”
The victim becomes in thrall to their master to the exclusion of everything
and everyone else. Breck had superﬁcially ended the relationship, but the
lies continued. Gifts arrived such as a £600 smartphone so that the pair
could continue contact. Eventually Breck was lured to Lewis’s ﬂat in Essex
where he was brutally murdered.

The other friends in Breck’s group had already identiﬁed Lewis as a liar, but
such is the seductive nature of predators like him that they wield
extraordinary inﬂuence over their victims. But nobody thought to call
ChildLine or other authorities. Breck’s shocking story can be seen in a short
ﬁlm at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZIYSCE-ZjY.

Other presentations during the day focussed on the importance of
emotional health and positive relationships, and how they can help to avoid
the plentiful pitfalls which youngsters may be prone to. Times have changed
in just a generation – at the age of 13 or 14 (secondary school third year in
old language), the main concern was who was going to be on your football
team in the playground at break-time. The advent of social media has
fuelled a societal change of huge and concerning magnitude.
Addaction from Faversham warned of the dangers of drug and alcohol use
and it was alarming to note how many of the young teenage audience were
able to identify the smallest parts of drinks brand logos when displayed on
the screen. The charity provides advice and support on all drug, alcohol and
mental health issues (www.addaction.org.uk).

Amanda Walker, Domestic Abuse Project Oﬃcer from Homestart Shepway
revealed that 25 per cent of teenage girls have been physically hurt by their
boyfriends, while 18 per cent of boys reported being hurt by their girlfriends
– probably not a good basis for long-term relationships. A curious
metaphorical ﬁlm compared sexual coersion with deciding whether to have
a cup of tea or not, ie: ‘no’ should mean ‘no’. It was diﬃcult to tell whether
this got the message home, or if it just made these children think more
seriously about taking milk and sugar in their cuppa
(www.homestartshepway.org.uk).
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Then it was over to the Shepway Sports Trust to facilitate a ‘calm down’
session before lunch, which took the audience to a quiet place where they
could feel safe in their own space. I’m sure I detected the odd snore as an
overwhelming sense of calm pervaded throughout the auditorium - that is
until the bell went for lunch.

This provided an opportunity for the pupils to visit a number of stalls dotted
around the sides of the hall providing further information about the support
and advice available to those who may need it. Among these was the Kent
Police Recruitment Team which aimed to break down some of the
mythology. “We would like the students to think about becoming a solution
to the problem, rather than being the problem,” one of their helpful
recruitment oﬃcers told me (www.kent.police.uk/jobs).

Also on hand was the NHS Kent Community Health team which provides
a health monitoring service from the time a child starts school up to the
age of 19, and covers every aspect of physical and mental health during a
person’s development to adulthood, including healthy eating, exam stress
and relationship advice (www.kentyouthhealth.nhs.uk).

Further advice on emotional wellbeing and relationships was also available
from Kooth, a free, safe and anonymous online counselling and support
service (www.kooth.com).

After lunch, Shepway Sports Trust once again took us to a more wakeful
place to be prepared for the traditional post-repast graveyard session, but
engagingly presented by Fixers, a youth group who rely on the experience
of young people to ‘ﬁx’ the future for themselves and others. They cover
the whole spectrum of issues from eating disorders and drugs to
cyberbullying and oﬀending (www.ﬁxers.org.uk).

The Metropolitan Police were up next telling some home truths about the
dangers of being sucked into gangs. Initial enticements are as basic – but
nonetheless attractive – as earning £20 for delivering a package, but this is
where the danger starts. Once you’re in it’s diﬃcult to get out as promises
and threats escalate, but an individual is just a commodity to the gangmasters. A ‘burner’ ‘phone may be supplied for £10 but its value could be
as much as £70-£90,000 to the gang. Operation Trident is an ongoing
scheme to combat knife and gun crime in Kent, although this session
painted a grim picture of modern life, in the week when the National Crime
Agency revealed that there are up to 180,000 people involved in organised
crime in the UK and is seeking a further £2.7bn in funding to tackle this
growing and insidious problem.

The ﬁnal session revealed the stark realities of the dangers of violent online
games. Many of the Year 9 audience were familiar with, or had played 18certiﬁcate games such as ‘Fortnite’ and ‘Grand Theft Auto’ which puts the
player in control of how they kill people on screen. A recent survey of 9-11
year olds in Folkestone & Hythe found that 50 per cent of them knew
someone who had smoked cannabis. Mixed with ‘drill’ music, drugs are
becoming a rotten and destructive part of society which has to be combatted
in a civilised community. The real-life battleground is just as stark and grim
as the dark narratives depicted on-screen and in apparent virtual reality.

The event was not all doom and gloom however. The over-riding message
was that there is a strong network of support, advice and information
available on every aspect of these negative elements of young life – but the
importance of the strength of friendships and community cannot be
overstated. Interspersed among these hard-hitting sessions was a couple of
performances by a young pop singer who coaxed pupils and teachers alike to
their feet to indulge in a wide range of embarrassing moves by both parties.

“There were some incredibly powerful presentations and I am sure they
will have a lasting impact on the young people who were there,” said
Jyotsna Leney, F&HDC’s Community Services Manager.

“This is the second time we have held a conference for our young people
and the aim was to encourage them to think about their decisions and
choices.

“It was an opportunity to talk about risk-taking behaviour and how to stay
safe and to look out for each other, and to tell someone if they are worried
about a friend or a classmate.”
The conference was closed by Adrian Harper, Chief Executive of the oﬃce
of Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner, who reminded young people of
the importance of looking out for each other.

At the time of writing, new research has revealed that 32 per cent of
children in the Folkestone & Hythe district are living below the poverty line
– never has there been a greater need for the strength of Marsh
communities to pull together to raise standards of behaviour and sense of
belonging.
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Day Centre daredevil is doing it again …
by Andrew South

Regular Looker readers will know that
we bring you many stories of individual
and collective inspiration from the
Marsh, and last year we were enthralled
by the story of a care-worker who had
turned her life around to great eﬀect
for herself and many others.

The names of national treasures such as
Dench, Attenborough and Craven trip
easily oﬀ the tongue, but Tracy Bartlett, a
support-worker at the Romney Marsh Day
Centre is making her own bid for local
treasuredom. She raised an amazing
£1,400 for the New Romney charity’s work
last year, and this year, her sights are set
much higher – 12,000 feet higher, in fact!
After abseiling, ﬁre-walking and becoming
a Champion for the Armed Forces Network,
she has decided to take her fundraising to
a new height, by jumping from an aeroplane
in a freefall sky-dive.

“I’m passionate about the Romney Marsh
Day Centre!” she told The Looker. “I have
seen ﬁrst-hand the diﬀerence it makes to
people on the Marsh by helping to keep
them independent, and break isolation and
loneliness.
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“For some of our older people, they
wouldn’t have anywhere else to go if they
didn’t come here.”
She falls from the sky above Headcorn
Aerodrome on September 14 with her life
in the hands of an experienced parachuting
buddy, so the challenge of maintaining the
slimline ﬁgure achieved when she reached
a turning point in her life is paramount.

“I am keeping to the WeightWatchers
programme which has been so eﬀective for
me, but apart from all the other things I do,
Ceroc dancing is an absolutely brilliant way
to keep ﬁt and pounds oﬀ,” she says.

But for Tracy to capitalise on her extremesport eﬀorts for the beneﬁt of the
community, she needs our help. After all,
she really doesn’t want to spend ten
minutes falling out of an aeroplane without

Tracy abseils for the Day Centre at one of
her stunts last year

a beneﬁt for people!

“I love what I do at the Day Centre. We
work so hard to achieve great things for the
community and I am appealing now to get
the community behind me to beat my
fundraising success of 2018,” Tracy
appealed.

To support this young lady in her
extraordinary eﬀorts, then just contact her
through the Virgin Money Giving website
at: uk.virginmoneygiving.com and search
for Tracy Bartlett. She will be fundraising in
person around the district and garnering
support for her eﬀort throughout the next
few months at events such as the New
Romney Country Fayre, so catch her on the
ground while you can …

GARDENERS’
CORNER
When is a weed
not a weed?
They say a weed is simply a plant in
the wrong place. A few things that
happened recently have made
Debbie Ward wonder where we
gardeners draw the line?

It all started with dandelions and a dead
bee. This was in a post on Facebook that I
shared, which pointed out that dandelions
were the first flowers of spring, bursting
with pollen and essential for those sleepy,
hungry bees coming out of hibernation. The
picture showed the bee’s pollen sacs full of
orange powder but its tongue shrivelled by
weedkiller. The message was that if we want
food, we need bees, so stop killing them.
It’s the same for us gardeners. We want
beautiful gardens but in that pursuit do we
inadvertently do harm? Gardens are, in the
great scheme of things, just as artificial as the
millions of acres of monoculture crops in
midwest America. How many of us get the
lawnmower out at the first sign of dandelions
popping up in our grass, spoiling our sward?
(Having gardened organically for 25 years, I
personally leave the grass long for a bit and
grab as many dandelion clocks as I can,
depositing the seeds to rot in a pot of water
to control the spread.)
Those bedding plants, alive with colour
that cheers the dullest day, are barren. They
are bred to not produce seed, so they
don’t have pollen or nectar. Bees haven’t
figured that out and go from flower to
flower, getting weaker and weaker with no
nectar to fuel them and growing more
despondent that they don’t have any
pollen to take back to the hive. Happily
there are loads and loads of ornamental
plants that also feed bees and most
gardeners will have enough balance to
keep Mother Nature happy.
But when it comes to a weed being a plant
in the wrong place, where DO we draw the
line? I know of a group of trees that predate

The weeds that come up on the allotment are really
a wildflower meadow (© Debbie Ward)

most of the houses and gardens that were
built around them. They’re 60 years old or
more. They would be quite magnificent if
they weren’t ‘lopped and chopped’ to keep
their canopies smaller than they would be if
left to their own devices. One of these trees
had been cut back very enthusiastically, with
every single branch being removed every
single winter, as it overhung a driveway of a
house that is but a teenager. It was found to
have a hollow trunk and was removed.

The picture on Facebook posted by
Richard L. Clarke showing a honey bee
killed by weedkiller (© Richard L. Clarke)
It is well known that only the most
pernicious weeds can survive having their
top growth cut off and perseverance will
prevail. Bindweed and marestail may be
immune but it’s a tried and tested way of
slowly killing off thugs like dock and briars.
It is most likely this tree, this plant in the
wrong place, was weakened by its extreme
treatment and slowly rotted away inside
while giving the the impression of being
alive on the outside. The owner didn’t
realise the pruning was killing it – they just
wanted a nice tidy garden and no sticky
stuff on their car.
So from everything from dandelions in a
lawn to trees that have been part of the
landscape for decades, anything can be a
weed. What should we destroy and what
should we give way to?

On our allotment, the winter’s bare earth
sprang alive with weeds when the warmth
came. To my delight, these weeds
comprised very few thugs (couch grass,
dandelions, thistles) but mostly a meadow
of wild flowers, of euphorbia and orchids
and speedwell and such. We are weeding
strips for crops and leaving nature to do its
own thing in the strips between. There is
probably cursing from other allotmenteers
and our names may be mud. But the sheer
diversity of the flora on the Marsh is a
delight and incredibly important.
It must be clear by now that my personal
opinion is that there is no such thing as a
weed. And it is clear from the social media
of the people who bought our house in the
Weald of Kent, that the billowing cottage
garden of roses and peonies and phlox I
created, the one they found so charming in
summer, is less charming in spring when the
celandine, nettles and dandelions are more
prominent than the yet-to-flower plants. But
completely eradicating them unsettles the
balance: the butterflies that pollinate the
garden plants feed on the flowers of nettles
and the rougher areas are home to all sorts
of wildlife that will, for example, keep roses
largely free of aphids. I never had an
infestation of greenfly on mine in all the
years I was there. I’m a believer in living in
harmony with everything in life.
That said, inside the greenhouse in our new
garden, sneaking out from under the bricks
that the structure is built on, an acorn has
surreptitiously sprouted, probably buried
by a squirrel living in the other nearby selfseeded oaks. It’s maybe a year or two old
and I can’t dig it out and transplant it
somewhere suitable without wrecking the
greenhouse. I’ve snipped it back to the
brickwork three times in the eight months
I’ve been here. But every time I do, a little
bit of my soul dies.
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A.T GARDENERS
07849 357091

a.t.gardeners@hotmail.com
Lawn Cutting / Hedge Cutting / Tree Pruning
General Garden Maintenance
Fencing / Decking / Patio / Garden Landscaping
Garden Clearance plus Much More…

No Job to Big or Small!

Please Call or Email for Enquiries & Free
Quotations with a Friendly Local Service
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Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN

Taking a stroll with the
birds and the bees

by Andrew South

You can barely open a weekend
supplement or turn on the television
these days without someone extolling
the beneﬁts of ‘getting outdoors’ and
‘connecting with nature’. This is to the
extent that ‘forest bathing’ has now
become a trend for people to escape
their urbanised lives and drink in the
emotional well-being we experience
from a simple walk in the woods.

We are blessed in this area that we can easily
take a stroll along the seafront, or take
advantage of the great network of public
footpaths and bridleways along the Royal
Military Canal or across the Marsh. But there
are ways to achieve added value from a walk
in the country by joining one of the vast
number of organised walks by organisations
like the RSPB at Dungeness and the Romney
Marsh Countryside Partnership (RMCP).
I joined a RMCP-organised ‘Butterﬂies &
Bees’ stroll in perfect spring weather last
weekend around the Kent Wildlife Trust
nature reserve at the Romney Warren. Led by
the Partnership’s regular contributor to The
Looker, Ranger Steﬀ D’Agorne, the event was
a stroll on easy paths netting bees and
butterﬂies as we went, and learning about the
crucial clues which help to identify these
fascinating creatures.
If you don’t know your peacock butterﬂy from
your red admiral, then this is the type of walk
for you. Steﬀ solved each mystery by checking

the markings on thorax and abdomen, and in
what became a deﬁning factor, whether the
hairs on the insect’s legs were absent, sparse
or proliﬁc. The clues were amalgamated in a
process of elimination until a deﬁnite
identiﬁcation could be conﬁrmed by
comprehensive guide-books and reference
sheets. This was the application of Poirot’s little
grey cells at its most interesting and satisfying!

“I grew up in Devon and both my parents
were keen birdwatchers,” she told me as we
ambled around the reserve. “So birds were my
ﬁrst interest as a child, but then it was nature
as a whole, and I have been studying insects
for the last ten years.”

Her birding expertise was borne out when she
identiﬁed a lesser whitethroat warbling away
in the scrub, and compared it with a standard
whitethroat later on the walk. Magical!

The RMCP’s programme of walks and events
is designed to inspire people about nature or
help with conservation tasks to improve
important habitats for wildlife. A wide range
of discovery experiences await from learning
about the history of Dungeness and litterclearing, to rock-pooling and bat-watching.
The walks are helpfully graded from one to
ﬁve from very easy to diﬃcult, with details of
what you might expect from the event.

Steﬀ is leading a number of the walks and
tasks, along with her RMCP Ranger colleague
Jake Jones. Unusually for these kind of jobs,
the rangers’ positions are permanent rather
than short-term contracts, so you will have
plenty of opportunities to indulge yourself in
their knowledge and enthusiasm for some
time to come. You will certainly go away
having learned plenty, and been physically
active into the bargain.
The spring and summer list of guided walks
until the end of September can be downloaded
from:
www.whitecliﬀscountryside.org.uk.
Happy summer discoveries!
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COME AND MAKE SOME
BEAUTIFUL THINGS
A new programme of arts and
crafts courses has been introduced in New Romney by Teach
Me. Teach Me is the brainchild
of local artists Yolanda and john
Houston who have identi ed
that many local people are interested in crafts and want to
learn or develop new skills in a
friendly environment.
Teach Me workshops and courses
aim to help participants ful l the
creativity they possess – sometimes without them even realising
it. The courses ful l a number of
things – teaching new skills (or
help people re ne the skills they
have); they enable participants to
create something to be proud of;
and they help them learn a little
about the art or craft they’re doing.
Top quality materials and equipment are used and classes are
kept small to ensure plenrty of
one to one tuition. Everybody gets
something to take home with them
and Teach Me’s tutors know they’ll
be proud to show off what they
have created.
Courses are held at Teach Me’s
dedicated studios at 3 Cockreed
Lane in New Romney and apart
from expert tuition, they include all
materials, tools, safety equipment,
refreshments and a super lunch
made from fresh ingredients.

HOW TO BOOK

For any of the day long workshops you can book via:

www.teachmecour ses.co.uk

payment can be made at the time
of booking. All tools, materials,
refreshments and a splendid
lunch are provided.
The midweek courses cost
£20.00 for two hours for the
stained glass sessions, lino cut
printing or painting and £25.00
for three hours mosaics. Silver
jewellery making is £16.00 for
two hours, plus the cost of any
silver used. These courses are
paid for on an “as you go basis”,
meaning that if you cannot attend one week, you will not be
charged. There is no need to
book these courses and you can
simply turn up, but it is wise to
make a quick call beforehand,
just to make sure there is space.

Teach Me co-founder Yolanda Houston

MOSAICS FOR THE HOME AND GARDEN
DURATION: 9.30 – 5.00PM
COST: £55.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: All materials –

plant pots, pipe, mosaic tiles, sea glass,
glass and a range of different mosaic
materials and items to create name or
number for you house or lively colourful
items to brighten your home or garden.

SILVER CLAY AND SILVER SMITHING
MAKE A SPECIAL PIECE OF JEWELLERY
DURATION: 9.30 – 5.00PM
COST: £135.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Silver Clay (after

ring becomes 99.9% real silver), all
tools and equipment including ndings,
gems, ribbon and packaging. Lunch,
tea, cakes and biscuits included. This
course is for everyone, mums, dads,
children – anyone who wants to create that very special “one off” piece of
bespoke jewellery. We also show how
to make rings and a bangle from solid
silver using trdaitional techniques.

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS
STAINED GLASS WORKSHOP
LEADED PANEL (Beginners)
DURATION 9.30 – 5.00PM
COST: £85.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Aprons, gloves,

glass, lead, cement and everything you
need to complete an A4 size leaded
panel.
On this course you will learn to draw up
a simple pattern (12 pieces), cut glass,
stretch lead, solder and cement and add
a chain if required to your nal masterpiece. This is a great way to get to grips
with the art of stained glass.
STAINED GLASS WORKSHOP
COPPER FOIL (Beginners)
DURATION: 9.30AM – 5.00PM
COST: £65.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Glass, copper foil,

LINOCUT BEGINNERS WORKSHOP - ONE
COLOUR PRINT
DURATION: 10am to 4.00pm
COST: £85.00
WHAT’S INCLUDED: Lino blocks, cutting

tools, paper, ink, rollers, are all provided.
Discover how to use traditional lino
cutting techniques to make a variety of
marks and textures to create your own
unique printing block. You’ll be shown
how to adapt a design so it’s suitable
for print, how to cut, ink, and print. You’ll
produce a series of prints for framing or a
set of cards or postcards.

PAINTING WITH ACYLICS
DURATION: 10.00am – 4.00pm
COST: £85.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Paints, canvasses,

brushes and knives, skrth pads, pencils, charcoal and coloured pencils are
all provided.
This course if for everyone, beginners,
improvers, mums, dads, children – anyone
who wants to create that very special
“one off” piece of art with a fresh approach. You’ll learn about perspective,
colour, colour perspective and drawing.
CAKE DECORATING – ART YOU CAN EAT!
DURATION: 9.30 – 4.00pm
COST: £85.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Ingredients, tools

and materials. You’ll learn how to make
various types of icing (buttercream, sugar paste and royal) as well as learning
how to coat your cake.
Modelling will include learning how to
make convincingly lifelike roses and
other owers.
SHABBY CHIC AND UPCYCLING
DURATION: 9.30 – 5.00pm
COST: £85.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: All your materials

and tools will be provided. You are invited to bring along something to upcycle,
but we can provide mirrors and other
objects to work on.
This course is for anyone who wants to
create that very special “one off” piece of
bespoke objet d’art.

Below: Students’ shabby chic
work.
Bottom left: An amazing cake!
Right:Teach Me tutor Claire
Martin’s copper foil sh.
Bottom right: Learn linocut
printing.

solder, aprons, gloves and all the tools
to create a copper foil piece. On this
course you will learn to draw up a simple pattern, cut glass, copper foil pieces, solder and t loops or a chain to
hang your piece or pieces.
On this course you can make a single piece or some smaller items - wind
chimes, garden ornaments or Christmas
ornaments.

GLASS APPLIQUĒ GLASS ON GLASS
DURATION: 9.30AM – 5.00PM
COST: £65.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Glass, adhesive,

cement and all the tools to create glass
applique piece to enhance your home
or garden.
On this course you will create a design
using pieces of glass using the applique
technique to make a beautiful faux
stained glass window to bring a sparkle
to your home or garden.

Teach Me Courses Studio, 3 Cockreed Lane, New Romney, Kent TN28 8JH

Wednesday 22nd
2019
Tel: 01797 364366
orMay07770
347616. www.teachmecourses.co.uk

DAY/EVENING CLASSES
STAINED GLASS - DAY AND NIGHT
CLASSES 12.30-2.30PM, 3.00-5.00PM &
7.00 -9.00PM
WHEN: Every Monday
DURATION: 12.30-2.30pm & 7.00-9.00pm
COST: £20 per session
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Aprons, gloves,

glass, lead, cement and everything
you need to work on larger projects.
On this course you can also learn to
paint and etch on glass, fuse small
pieces and use the kiln, learn copper
foiling (lamps and 3D pieces) or make
a piece using all of these mediums.
Teach Me co-founder John Houston
CALLIGRAPHY AND PAPER CRAFTS
DURATION: 10.00AM - 4.00PM
COST: £65.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: Come and learn a

host of crafts including decorative calligraphy how to make stunning folded
paper owers that can stand along or
be used with other crafts. If time allows,
we will also make some really nice
bespoke greetings cards.

CHOCOLATE MAKING AND MOULDING
DURATION: 10.00AM - 4.00PM
COST: £65.00
WHAT IS INCLUDED: On this course

you will learn how to temper Belgian couverture chocolate using the
seed method. You will also make
100% raw chocolate (made from
cocoa butter, cocoa and agave syrup or honey). Everything you make
you will take home, bars, lollies and
more.

MOSAICS
WHEN: Tuesdays
DURATION: 10am to12.00 noon
COST: £20.00

Come and make some stunning
mosaics on tiles, pots or other three
dimensional objects. You can undertake large or small projects for your
home or garden and all tools, mosaic
tiles, broken china, beads and so forth
are provided.
SILVER, COPPER CLAY, GLASS
JEWELLERY MAKING EVENING CLASS
WHEN: Tuesdays
DURATION: 6.30 – 8.30pm (Every two
weeks on Tuesdays) – check website for
details and availability.
COST: £16.00 per session + cost of silver used.

You can choose silver clay or solid silver and use the kiln and tools, gems,
ribbons, selection of charms, beads
and ndings, (additional clay and embellishments available to purchase).
ACRYLICS PAINTING EVENING CLASSES
WHEN: Thursdays
DURATION: 10.00am – 4.00pm
COST: £20.00

Paints, canvasses, brushes and
knives are all provided. This course
is for everyone, beginners, improvers, or experts. You’ll learn about perspective, colour, colour perspective
and drawing. We also experiment
in these sessions with inks, acrylic
pours and other techniques.
LINOCUT DAYTIME COURSE
WHEN: Thursdays
DURATION: 10am to12.00 noon
COST: £20.00

Top: A student’s’ landscape painting
Above: Jewellery making
Left: A fantastic
mosaic butter y
Below: Jenni
Gurner’s rst ever
stained glass project
Below left: First mosaic
Below far left: A nice silk
painting
Left: Stave Holbrooks’ rst
ever glass appliqué project

Lino blocks, cutting tools, paper, ink,
rollers, are all provided. Discover how
to use traditional lino cutting techniques to make a variety of marks
and textures to create your own
unique printing block.
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BLOCK PAVED PATIO &

DRIVEWAY
DEEP CLEANING
& RE-SANDING
by

ROMNEY

REVIVE-A-DRIVE
LOCAL TRADESMAN
FREE DEMO’S
FREE QUOTES
FREE SANDING

FREEPHONE
0800 011 9458
07523 217 994

REJUVENATE YOUR HOME
with “too good to be true” results
Only pay when YOU are happy!
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Friday June 21st 10.00a.m.- 5.00p.m.
Saturday June 22nd 10.00a.m.- 5.00p.m.
Sunday June 23rd 10.00a.m.- 4.00p.m.
Sunday Songs of Praise 10.30a.m. in Church
Welcome
We
Welcom
Welco
Wel
Welc
t
to
for
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tthi sspecial
spec
specia
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sp
speci
w
weeken
weekend
we
wee
week
weeke
Opening Ceremony 10.30a.m. Friday in the church.
Refreshments, including Ploughman's lunches, each day.
Bingo 2.30p.m. Friday afternoon.
Concerts 2.30p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
Raffle, Tombola and lucky programme prize.

After a ‘Dibley Double’ Dymchurch,
Dymchurch Players are ready to
go with Round three!
Residents of Dymchurch are getting
ready for a rip roaring performance
from The Dymchurch Players in the
forthcoming production which is the
third instalment in the Vicar of Dibley.

The story picks up where the last show (in
2014) left oﬀ, just after the arrival of Alice
& Hugo’s baby Geraldine.

In this production, the residents of Dibley
are focused on baby Geraldine’s christening
but there is a crisis on the horizon; will the
villagers led by their still-slightly-bonkers
vicar be able to save the village from
impending doom or will the vicar be
distracted by matters of the heart?
The Dibley choir will also be present and in
ﬁne voice.

Sussex Air Ambulance; The Romney Marsh
Day Centre; and Kent Association for the
Blind (Romney Marsh Branch).

The group is hoping to signiﬁcantly add to
the £3,300 we raised for these groups with
our pantomime earlier this year and to
increase the £42,338 they have donated to
various charities since 2012.

Pictured: Claire Gosney as The Vicar; Debbie Walton
as Alice, and Trevor Gosney as David Horton

As usual, the performances will be
complemented by a Ploughman’s Supper
and our audiences are positively
encouraged to bring their own drink!

As usual, our ﬁnal show will be a charity
performance. This year we are supporting
three local charities: The Kent, Surrey &
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

Last week the Digital, Culture, Media and Sport select
committee, which I chair in the House of Commons, published
a new report called ‘Changing Lives’, which focuses on the
transformative power of culture and sport not just to enrich
our lives, but to address a range of long-standing
social problems.

When we started the inquiry, it was motivated in part by much of the
excellent work that I have seen taking place in our area. Over the last
few years we’ve seen community programmes run by football clubs
like Charlton Athletic and Gillingham, which have helped to re-engage
young people with education. The Sydney De Haan centre at
Canterbury Christ Church university has conducted research into the
power of music to improve mental and physical health. As a trustee of
the Shepway Sports Trust I’ve seen many successful projects which
have encouraged increased participation, and in recent years been
impressed with schemes designed for older residents, particularly
sports like walking football.

Sport and culture can also play and important role in challenging
serious problems that aﬀect the whole of society. The truth is that we
cannot break the debilitating cycle of gang violence and knife crime
only by arresting those who commit oﬀences. Government statistics
clearly show that custodial sentences in themselves do not necessarily
rehabilitate young oﬀenders. We need to look at identifying young
people who are in danger of becoming involved in gang activity, or
already have been in a small way, and diverting them from the
dangerous path they are on.
In schools our inquiry has shown sport and culture can improve
educational attainment as well as the wellbeing of the students. I
remember a few years ago being told by the headteacher of Churchill
Primary in Hawkinge, that he believed the increased levels of sport in
the school were leading to improved academic standards from the
students. In the committee report we also cite the example of
Feversham primary near Bradford in Yorkshire, where they have made
music a central part of the curriculum and this has helped to improve
results across the board. In Folkestone we have also seen the
important role creative organisations are playing in regenerating
communities.

Yet despite this and the many incredible case studies we have seen as
part of our inquiry, there is a lack of a credible agenda to harness the
power of culture and sport across government. More needs to be done
to co-ordinate and invest in community initiatives, share evidence of
success and encourage others to emulate examples of best practice.

We should see more schools extending their cultural and sporting
provision where it can be shown that it improves results. More should
be done to use culture and sport to divert young people away from
the pathway of oﬀending. More prisons should encourage
partnerships with sports clubs to help rehabilitate young oﬀenders.
More creative partnerships should be developed across the country
to support the regeneration of communities. Social prescribing should
become a mainstream part of helping people recover from long term
health conditions.
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Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING

www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,

I thought you may like to be aware of the
recent sightings of nests containing
Processional Caterpillars.

We have seen many of these in Spain and
some parts of France, and they are usually
found in oak or pine trees. Checking various
websites it is apparent that they are now
known to be in parts of the south east.
They are quite fascinating - nests look like
woven cotton wool, and the pupae develop
into caterpillars when they escape the nest.
Once they fall on the ground, they ‘process’
in a long line.

However, they have quite vicious body hairs,
and if they get on the skin can be quite sore.
The major concern is that the hairs can be
fatal for dogs - consequently, anyone out dog
walking needs to be very careful not to let their pets rummage
around if they see a nest.

I attach some photos we took yesterday at a bush on the bend of
the A259, by the Redoubt and the ranges. We have also seen them
while out walking in the countryside not far from Ashford.

The Looker is usually available from the following outlets:
LYDD: The Dolphin, MACE Stores,
Usher Motors, Lyons, McColls, Spar, The
Vets, The Airport & The Golf Club.

ST. MARY’S BAY: Colin Wood,
Sans Café, Neil’s Newsagents &
TheVillage Hall.

DUNGENESS & LYDD-ON-SEA:

HYTHE: Railway Restaurant,
Sainsbury’s, Bank Street Newsagents,
High St. Newsagents, Brooks, I Like
That, Post Office, The Swan, Kings Head,
Elysian Treasures, Nutmeg Café,
Temptations, Butt of Sherry, Stade
Street Newsagents, Hope Inn,
Swimming pool, Hythe Imperial,
The Bell & The Red Lion.

The RH&DR Café, Britannia Inn,
RNLI Station, Pilot Inn, Mark
Richardson’s Fish Shop, Spar &
Seagull Fishing Tackle.

LITTLESTONE: Spar, Convenience
Store, Curl Up & Dye, Rod & Line,
Captain Howey, RH&DR, Marsh
Insurance & Marsh Academy Leisure
Centre.
THE MARSH: Rose & Crown, Old
Romney, The Woolpack, Brookland, The
Bell, Ivychurch, The Star, St. Mary’s &
The Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh.
DYMCHURCH: Tesco, Ocean Inn,
Smuggler’s Chest, Village Stores, Post
Office, Butchers, Village Café,
British Legion & Haguelands.

SANDGATE: Paper Shop, Saga,
Library, Rowing Club, Providence &
The Ship.
NEW ROMNEY: Sainsbury’s, The Ship,
Romney Cycles, Premier Stores, Library,
Elsie’s, Coach House, The Computer
Lady, Spar, Capelli, Cheapjacks, Cinque
Ports, The Broadacre, North Street
Church, Bowls Club, Prescott House,
Day Centre, Firmagers, The Plough &
The Warren.

Maybe you could publish an article warning readers of them? As I
say they are quite fascinating when you ﬁrst see them, and some
people could be tempted to give the nests a poke!

Jenny Hughes, St. Mary’s Bay

G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience

MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL

NEW ROMNEY had a convincing 6-0 home win in the Kent
County League against bottom club Metrogas. Warren Smith got a
couple of the goals as did substitute Lewis Butler. The others came
from Roy Godden and Rhys Morrison. New Romney ﬁnished the
season ﬁfth in the Premier League table.

New Romney also reached the ﬁnal of the Bill Manklow InterRegional Cup Final for the second successive year. No team has
ﬁgured in back-to-back contests since Hollands & Blair won in 2009
and 2010, and they met Chipstead at the Rochester United Rede
Court Road ground. Chipstead had already won the Sevenoaks
Senior Charity Cup on Good Friday and unfortunately for the marsh
side, they added another trophy to their cabinet when they beat
New Romney 5-2.
LYDD TOWN RESERVES lost again, this time 6-3 at home to
K Sports Reserves, and have conceded 15 goals in their last
two games. Bailey Pearson and substitutes Nathan Browne
and Kai Harris scored the Lydders goals.

LOCAL CRICKET
Brookland
168 all out
v Lydd 49 all out
Brookland won by 119 runs

Brookland’s ﬁrst league match was cancelled and so they started
their season with a friendly against local rivals Lydd.

They won the toss and elected to bat but got oﬀ to a poor start
with the ﬁrst eight wickets going down for 49 runs. However, Scott
Balcomb with 45 and Craig Pierce with 48 not out rallied the home
side and they ﬁnished on 168 in the 30th over. For Lydd, Alec
Lindsey took 5-28 and A. Everitt 2-27.

The Lydders never really got going with only Adam Lindsey with 13
reaching double ﬁgures, and they were all out for 49 in the 27th
over. For Brookland, Jack Keen took 4-15 and C. Patel 2-7.

Street End 99 all out v New Romney 172-5
New Romney won by 73 runs

Lydd Reserves season ended with a 2-0
defeat to Rusthall Reserves in the Kent
Intermediate Cup at the K Sports
stadium. Both goals were scrappy with the
ﬁrst following a corner that bounced oﬀ
Lydd keeper Ben Mackenzie’s chest into
his own net. The second goal in
the second half was a deﬂection.
Injuries hampered the Lydders
almost from the start by losing striker Sam Lancaster inside the
opening ﬁve minutes, with Bailey Pearson and Chris Button
hobbling out of the game in the second half.

New Romney continued their winning run to the season with a
victory over Street End. However, the home side could only muster
nine players for the game.

NEW ROMNEY VETERANS continued their winning run with a
7-2 home victory against Kings Hall Veterans. Allen Sterling scored
another hat-trick and Anton Johnson, Chris Jones, Lee Madden and
substitute Scott Byatt also got on the score sheet.

In a high scoring friendly match, the highlights were two centuries
for the Lydders. Lydd won the toss and decided to bat and amassed
288-2 after 38 overs. Adam Lindsey with 101 not out and Darren
Wolfe with 100, added 155 for the second wicket. A. Keeling was
ﬁrst man out after making 48.

Another victory for New Romney the following week with a 1-0
home win over league leaders Sheerness Veterans. With one game
to play, New Romney are second in the league.

The New Romney bowlers soon got among the wickets when the
home side batted with Rob Liddell taking 3-15 and Elliot Symonds
2-24.

Lydd 288-2 v Brede 181-4
Lydd won by 107 runs

When the visitors batted, they scored steadily but fell just over 100
runs short, ﬁnishing on 181-4 after their 40 overs. A. Keeling took
two wickets for 30 runs for the Lydders.

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS

DUNGENESS




Service & satisfaction above expectation!

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com
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New Romney batted ﬁrst and ﬁnished on 172-5 after their allotted
40 overs. L. Payton made a very good 91 and Elliot Symonds was
37 not out at the close.
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If you have a Bulk LPG Tank but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has - or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex
We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 23rd May

Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy
Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class,
St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15am

Heysham Hall Computer Club,
Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea,
7.30pm
‘The Vicar of Dibley’,
Dymchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm

Romney Marsh Photographic
Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 8pm

Friday 24th May

Tai Chi, beginners/
intermediate, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 11am
St. Mary’s Bay Art Group,
Village Hall, 1pm-4pm

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, Greatstone, 2pm4pm

Friday Children’s Club, Romney
Marsh Community Centre,
New Romney, 6pm (7-10 years)

Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall,
6.30pm-7.30pm

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New
Romney, 7.30pm (11-15 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 7.30pm

‘Cockney Night’ with Gordon
Bennett for New Romney
Country Fayre, Masonic Hall,
Dymchurch, 7.30pm (includes
pie, mash & pudding, raﬄe and
bar). 01797-363981 for details

‘The Vicar of Dibley’,
Dymchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm

Saturday 25th May

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist
Church Hall, New Romney,
10am

Coﬀee Morning, Newchurch
Village Hall, 10am-12 noon

Book Swap, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
2pm-4pm

‘The Vicar of Dibley’,
Dymchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm

Sunday 26th May

Romney Marsh Walking
Society, Chilham Car Park,
10am (6.5 miles)
‘The Vicar of Dibley’,
Dymchurch Village Hall,
7.30pm

Bank Holiday Monday
27th May
Jumble Sale, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8.30am

Tuesday 28th May

Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac,
Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea,
10am

Greatstone Meeting Point,
St. Peter’s Church Hall, 10am

New Romney Counselling
Services, Coﬀee Morning,
Assembly Rooms, 10am12.30pm

Dymchurch Art Society,
Village Hall, 1pm

Romney Foodbank, Romney
Marsh Community Church,
New Romney, 5.30pm-7pm

Drop-in Centre, Romney
Marsh Community Church,
New Romney, 6.30pm
(16 years plus)

NEW ROMNEY DAY
CENTRE, ROLFE LANE

New Romney Craft Group,
Old School, 7pm

Wednesday 29th May

Thursdays: Footcare 9am4pm; Tai Chi 9.30am; Seated
Tai Chi 11am-12 noon

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club,
Village Hall, 9.30am-1pm

Fridays: Hearing Aid battery
service 9am-11am; Footcare
9am-4pm; Tone Up & Tighten
Up 2.30pm-3.30pm

Pop-Up Café & Information
Hub, The Green, Ivychurch,
10.30am-12.30pm
Purly Girlies for Knitters,
Brooks Café, Hythe, 2pm

Mondays: Footcare 9am-4pm;
Romney Marsh Friends Group
10.30am; One You Weight
Management 1.30pm;
First Monday of Month:
Hearing Aid Clinic 9am-11am

Woman’s Wednesday Club,
Heysham Hall, Lydd-on-Sea,
2pm-4pm

Country Mice Needle Craft
Club, Old School, New
Romney, 7pm

Tuesdays: Hearing Aid battery
service 9am-11am; NHS
Health Walk 10am;
Stop Smoking Clinic 12.30pm4.30pm; Third Tuesday of
Month: Hearing Aid Clinic
9am-11am

Saturday 1st June

Market & Craft Fair, St. Peter’s
Hall, Greatstone, 10am-2pm

Romney Marsh Walking
Society, Pontin’s bus stop,
Camber, 11am (3.5 miles)

Wednesdays: Tone Up &
Tighten Up 9.30am-11.30am;
Art Group 11am-12noon;
Pilates 4.15pm-5.15pm

The Seaside Singers sing
ABBA, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7pm Details 01797361523

Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com
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MARSH MEMORIES

Maddieson s Holiday Camp, Greatstone

Harry Maddieson opened
his ﬁrst holiday camp at
Hemsby in Norfolk in 1920
and a few years later, he
opened his second one at
Greatstone although it was
generally
known
as
Maddiesons
Littlestone
Holiday Camp.

His son Ray took over the
running of it. At ﬁrst, it catered
mainly for Londoners who could
spend a week at the seaside and
the majority of them used to travel down
by train. At the peak of its popularity in the
1950s, an eight car train would leave
Charing Cross on Saturday mornings and
transport the holiday makers to the nearby
Greatstone-on-Sea Halt.
The camp covered about 12 acres and in the
1950s and 60s, it was hosting over 12,000
visitors a year.
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Romney via Church Lane, and
returning from Littlestone on the
Romney Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway.

By this time, Ray’s son Peter was involved in
the running of the camp and Ray’s brother
in law, Les Hambridge was the Manager. In
the early years, accommodation was mainly
in chalets and there was a large swimming
pool, ballroom, dining room and a pub etc.
A full week of entertainment was provided
in the price including day trips to France
from Ferryﬁeld. One feature was the weekly
ramble, usually on Mondays, up to New

In 1971, a young 13-year-old
called Steve Davis, spent a
week at the camp on holiday
with his family. An enthusiastic
snooker player, it was his ﬁrst
experience of playing on a full
size table as children were
allowed to play in the snooker
room
overlooking
the RH&DR. He certainly went on to make
a name for himself.

At one time, the Company also owned the
Golden Sands Camp at St. Mary’s Bay and
a Caravan Park at Camber. In the 1980s,
the camp at Greatstone was taken over by
Hoseasons and it is now known as Romney
Sands but it’s now mostly all caravans and
most of the old holiday camp buildings
have gone.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP
Food Banks. The Rainbow centre in Folkestone help to
supply and run the local food banks. The banks on the
Marsh, run by local people, are held in New Romney, in
the Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.30-7pm,
and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.30-7.30pm.
If you have problems feeding your family, you can obtain
vouchers from the Community church on 01797
366855 or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.

Many churches have collection points, and the rainbow
centre have a list of immediate necessities including LL
milk, tinned meat and ﬁsh, and tinned Rice pudding, and
instant mash. Many church have collections points, and all
tinned and packet food, well in date, is welcome, but at the
moment, they DO NOT need tinned beans, tinned soup,
pasta sauces, tinned vegs and pulses, peanut butter or jam.

Jam Festival. The annual festival of arts is taking place
on the Marsh from July 4-14th, with concerts,
exhibitions, poetry and drama taking place in many
venues. The information leaﬂet is available in many
outlets, do pick one up, there is bound to an event of
interest to you. Many of the events are held in our local
churches, which have amazing acoustics. The events
help to raise the ﬁnances and proﬁles of the churches.

Brookland, St Augustine

The local parish magazine, the Marsh Harrier, often
struggles for funding. If you would like to give a small
donation to help, they can be sent to Colin Potts, the
Old Granary, High Street, Brookland, TN29 9QR.

Marsh Makers. A monthly craft market is held in the
church hall on the ﬁrst Saturday of each month, so
the next one will be on Saturday, June 1st from
10am-2pm. Many home-made items for sale,
including craft, food preserves, and plants.
A professional bakery is also in attendance.

Ivychurch. St George

The next community pop up café will be on
Wednesday, May 29th.from 10.30am-12.30pm.
Cake and refreshments will be on Sale, and the
organisers were very delighted by the response to the
last one. If you would like to come, but transport is a
problem, ring Liza on 07771 661871.

The community also takes part in a speed watch, if
you could help, even just for an hour now and again,
email Julie at parishclerk@ivychurch.org.uk

Lydd, All Saints

The Tower day and craft fair, was successful with
many trips up the tower, and a good attendance for
the many stalls on display.
Lydd Food Bank. See details at head of page.

With the retirement of Pat Carter, a vacancy exists for
a church warden. There is also a vacancy for a church
council secretary, so if anyone felt they would like to
help, so talk to Rev Chris or any member of the PCC.
Book Swap. There will be another of the popular book
swaps in the Hardy Hall, Lydd on Saturday, May 25th,
from 2-4pm. Bring any book you no longer want and
swap it for any other. All swaps are free, and you can
come along and take away any you fancy, even if you
have none to swap. Delicious refreshments are on sale.
Organised by Romney Marsh Community Church.

Village Hall Market. The next one will be held on
Saturday, June 1st, 10am-noon. Usual wide variety of
stalls, with delicious refreshment. Help is needed to
put the tables away afterwards, if anyone is willing to
help. It is only for half an hour. The village hall is also
in need of a treasurer. This job is not onerous, and
only meets a few times a year. If you would like to
help the community in this way, please ring Diane
07941 617310.

Messy Church. Sunday, June 2nd, lots of craft, stories,
fun and food. All welcome, especially if you haven’t
been before, open to all primary school aged children.

Fund raising for new heating system. Summer
market, Saturday, June 22nd from 10am-1pm in the
Village Hall. Tables can be booked for £10, to sell local
produce and craft. To book a table, ring Chris Clark
on 07740 395497. Usual stalls and delicious
refreshments will be on sale.

Dementia Café. The church hall hosts this event, on
the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month, so the
next one will be on June 4th from 10am-noon.
Refreshments, and information and help available to
all involved, both patients and carers. All warmly
welcome, even if you just want to ﬁnd out more.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul

St Monica’s RC Church

Sunday, Mass at 8.30am. Vigil, the evening before
Holy Days of Obligation, at 7.30pm.

Fairﬁeld, St Thomas

Next service, Holy Communion on Sunday, June 2nd,
at 10am.

Greatstone, St Peter’s

Thanks are given to those who supported and
provided recent fund raising eﬀorts. £455 was raised
at the Lent hunger lunches, in aid of Apollos Trust
who ﬁnance the schools workers in local secondary
school, and over £600 was raised at the recent
summer fair and plant sale, for church funds.
The New Hall is a waiting game at present. All
permissions and regulations are agreed, they are just
waiting now for ﬁnal go-ahead from the Diocese.

Lydd Methodist Church

A Toddler group, Little Chicks, takes place in the
church hall on Wednesdays in term time from 10am
–noon. Fully registered with qualiﬁed and police
checked staﬀ, and wide range of age appropriate
place equipment. Just drop in if interested.

New Romney, St Nicholas

The next monthly coﬀee morning is on Saturday,
June 15th from 10am-noon. All welcome. Because of
a wedding there will be no coﬀee morning in July.
Stepping Stones, for preschool children, parents and
carers. Takes place every Thursday in term time, 1.452.45 in the church. Just come along or ring beneﬁce
oﬃce on 01797 363663.

Messy church. May 31st 3.15-4.30pm This activity
for all children takes place on the last Friday of each
month, and is full of fun, stories, music, worship, and
learning about the Christian Faith. There will be no
messy church is August.

Methodist Church

The weekly coﬀee morning continue on Saturday
morning. Cakes, preserves, ﬂowers and plants for sale.

Romney Marsh Community Church
North Street, New Romney

As well as the usual Sunday services at 10.30am on
Sundays, there are many youth and children’s
sessions, during the week, for youngsters of all ages.
At the Sunday morning service, the youngsters can
leave for part of the service, for their own age groups,
and babies and toddlers can be left in a wellequipped crèche, with police checked helpers. Ring
church oﬃce on 01797 366855 for any queries.

There is a course running at present on Wednesday
evenings, at 7.30pm, called “Sharing your Faith” Many
ﬁrm Christians ﬁnd it diﬃcult in this cynical world to
ﬁnd the words to share their faith with others. This
course can help you to be more pro-active in sharing
what you believe, and why. Accompanied by a video
and discussion, and refreshments.
The church is also having a book swap in the Hardy
Hall, Lydd, on Saturday, May 25th,from 2-4pm. See
Lydd entry for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans

Next service, Holy Communion, Sunday, May 26 at
9am.
Musical evening, on Sunday, June 16th, at 5.30pm to
start at 6pm. Tea served at 5.30pm. The concert will
be a mixture of diﬀerent music, with an international
violinist Ksenia Berezina, and some local stars. Music
will be mellow and rumbustious in turn with a stirring
ﬁnale. No tickets, but a retiring collection will be
taken for a small charity, Cana Ethiopia, which
supports a school in Ethiopia.

St Mary in the Marsh

After the success of the May Fair, the next coﬀee
morning will be on Saturday, June 8.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints

Saturday, June 1st. Coﬀee morning with baking
competition. There will be classes for Everyday Fruit
Cake, Victoria sponge, 3 fruit scones, quiche, 3
sausage rolls,5 cheese straws. Bring to the hall before
11am ready for judging! Happy baking.
Friday, June 21st-Sunday, 23rd. Flower festival, with
refreshments and concerts in the hall. More details
to follow.

Church Chuckle

A church choir, with their organist, often visited
local old people’s homes, to entertain them. In a
rest from singing, the organist announced he
would play Handel’s Largo. A little lady at the back
piped up, “Oh I do love a lager”

Wit and Wisdom

Some people moan because roses have thorns.
Other rejoice because thorns have roses.
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FRIDAY 24th
7pm - Jimmy & TheRiddles • 9pm - One Love

SATURDAY 25th
1pm - Mixed Emotions • 4pm - Jason Leigh Band
7pm - Gumboots • 9pm - Ratzkins

SUNDAY 26th
1pm - David Shepherd • 4pm - Georgie Taylor
7pm - Pseudo Stereo • 9pm - Brad Pittance & The Pirates
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