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thousands of our readers!

THE

LLOOOOKKEERR

Folkestone & Hythe District Council
has announced that it has bought
Westenhanger Castle, in the belief
that it will be the centrepiece for
O�erpool Park with a spectacular new
park created around it.

Westenhanger Castle is an important
historical site in our district da�ng back to
medieval �mes. The purchase by the
Council includes the Castle, barns and 14
acres of surrounding parkland.
The Council plans to create a new public

park around the Castle, with a lake, improved
water course and a refilled moat. The historic
medieval barns will also be brought back into
use. Evidence of a walled garden and former
causeway have also been revealed.
“The Council’s purchase of Westenhanger
Castle is a real milestone in the development
of O�erpool Park,” Leader of Folkestone &
Hythe District Council, David Monk told
The Looker, “with the Castle and the new park
becoming the centrepiece for this
aspira�onal development.

“It was already a superb development but
now we have secured the purchase of the
castle, O�erpool Park is even more special
and this adds value in so many ways to the
development. It will not only be a
spectacular place for people who live there
but also for those who live around it.”

Currently the castle is a popular wedding
venue, managed by Idyllic Events, who run
other successful wedding businesses. The
Council has entered into a management
agreement with them to manage the
maintenance of the grounds and castle, at
no extra cost to the Council.
The Council will use the Castle for events
associated with O�erpool Park, which is
planned to showcase O�erpool Park and
the district.

To find out more about the proposed
plans for O�erpool Park
visit www.o�erpoolpark.org.

Westenhanger Castle set
to be O�erpool’s ‘jewel in
the crown’
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Welcome to Issue 231!
Wow, what a month we have had in August! Yes, maybe we did
not have the heatwave that was predicted, but the weather gods
where shining down on the Hythe Vene�an Fete last week, not
only was the actual evening of the Fete a huge success, but the
weeklong evening free concerts had proven very enjoyable too.
As we closed for press on the Friday before the Sandgate Sea
Fes�val and the Hythe Food Fes�val, we can only assume that
the weathermen were correct, and they basked in blistering
sunshine.
The Looker once again is providing the PA system for the
Sandgate Sea Fes�val and this is the last event for the year that
we are involved in, but always one of our favourites.
This is the last edi�on before our 9th Birthday and as many of
our readers now know, we have slowly been venturing into
Folkestone, with a full blown assault for the next edi�on.
Again we pride ourselves on being the ONLY FREE biweekly
newspaper to cover our district, and in fact it’s fair to say that
since we started others have tried and fallen by the wayside, it
is a testament to a lot of hard work from our Looker team for
con�nuing to put �me aside every week to write up these
stories for you to enjoy reading.

In the early days the paper could have been called the ‘Bi
Weekly Wimble’ as I was pre�y much the sole writer, but now
we have a solid group of seven writers who send in copy and
pictures to make The Looker what it is today.
One of the ques�ons frequently asked is what we do when
there is no news. Well the answer is simple  go out and find out
what the community is up too. This edi�on is a great example
of that, with everything from bell ringing to archaeological digs.
For the next edi�on, we really would like to hear from you to
find out what it is about The Looker that you like. Is there
anything that we used to do that we no longer cover? Or maybe
something you would like to see included.
So with the nights now drawing in and the last holiday of the
summer over, Christmas is just around the corner, and we will
be con�nuing with our food reviews (which was meant to be a
monthly feature, but could well become a regular feature.)
I hope you enjoy our take on all the events and reports within
this issue. Happy reading!

David & The Looker team

EDITOR’S WORD

SNAVE ANNUAL SERVICE 
The Looker is happy to promote this special service at what has to
be one of the most beautiful churches in the Marsh. 

Sunday 8th September 3pm 
St Augustine, Snave, is a redundant church and just one service
per year is permitted by the terms under which the Romney
Marsh Historic Trust holds St Augustine’s. 

The Trust has continued the longstanding Snave custom of
celebrating Harvest Festival Evensong on the second Sunday of
September every year. It is the Trust’s own service of
thanksgiving, both for harvest and for the Trust’s work among all
the churches of the Romney Marsh. There is no functioning
organ or harmonium so a four-part choir will lead the music. 

Everyone is welcome to share Snave’s annual moment to come
to life again. For more details on the Romney Marsh Historic
Churches Trust visit https://romneymarshchurches.org.uk
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Dymchurch residents need to fight for
their Post Office again, thinking they had
won the ba�le in 2016. Post Office Ltd is
determined to move it from its exis�ng
premises, which would put the Sub
Postmaster Grant Peakall out of work and
he would lose the money he invested in
purchasing the lease in 2010. He is not
ready to give up the business or re�re
from serving the community.

The Post Office premises were purpose built
as those who have lived in the village long
enough will remember. District Cllr Terry
Mullard wrote to Kelly Tolhurst MP, minister
for Post Offices, but the reply was not very
encouraging. She delegated the response to
Lauren Wood of the Ministerial
Correspondence Unit.
Miss Wood states “The Government values
the post offices across the country. In the
2017 elec�on manifesto, it commi�ed to
safeguarding the post office network and
protec�ng those in rural communi�es. Under
the Network Transforma�on(NT) programme
Dymchurch Post Office should effec�vely be
working under the Local opera�ng model, but
because it’s a very small branch it’s not been
possible to develop the retail aspect
sufficiently to support it at the current site.
Post Office Ltd. is a business and has been
adver�sing to relocate the branch.”

Damian Collins MP told the Looker he will do
all he can to support the con�nua�on of Post
Office services in Dymchurch. Hopefully that
includes suppor�ng the sub postmaster.
Since Grant took on the lease of Dymchurch
Post Office in 2010, the rules have been
changed by Post Office Ltd. It is supported by
the Government in these changes which will
dras�cally affect sub postmasters like Grant,
who bought the business thinking that he
would be able to sell it on as a going business
when he re�res. In fact, Post Office Ltd. can
move the business to a different shop with
only a month’s no�ce. This would apply to any
other shopkeeper who took it on. Mr Peakall
hoped that when he re�res he would be able
to recoup the £50,000 that he paid in 2010,
but he stands to lose that under the new NT
rules which affect subpostmasters across the
country. Mr Peakall was looking to re�re in
2021/2022, but now Post Office Ltd. is
adver�sing his business.
A Post Office Ltd., spokesperson said: “We
know how important a Post Office is to a
community. We are commi�ed to maintaining
a Post Office in Dymchurch. The Post Office
wants to secure the long term viability of our
services in Dymchurch. We are looking for a
suitable replacement operator with larger
premises who can offer a viable retail business
alongside the Post Office.

“Any retailer or small business owner
interested in running the Post Office and
incorpora�ng it into their business is being
asked to contact Post Office Ltd. There have
already been representa�ves in the village
talking to other business people.”
This does not address Mr Peakall’s problems,
or those of other post and Sub Postmasters
across the country who are in the same
posi�on. Why would anyone take on a
business that can be taken from them with
only a month’s no�ce?
This does not secure a post office in
Dymchurch that also serves surrounding
villages, especially since the closure of so
many banks. The Parish Council is suppor�ng
Mr Peakall in his effort to keep this very busy
Post Office open, and hopefully residents will
fight this as they did in 2016.

Save Dymchurch Post Office

Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888

.

 

XIX@The Warren is open to non-golfers 7 days a week

Why not follow us on Facebook & Twitter @littlestonegc

Sunday Lunch - First Sunday of every month
A 3 course menu for £19.95
(booking required and under 12s free)

Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links & The Warren
Two amazing golf courses on your doorstep
The Championship Links is listed in the Top 100 Golf Courses in England (& top 4 in Kent!)

Both courses welcome visitors 7 days of the week

Driving range, short game and putting areas, indoor teaching studio & golf simulator.

Why not consider lessons from our 
2 PGA professionals - from novice to 
pro and all ages welcomed.

Green Fees at the 
Championship Links from £45pp & Membership from £500

Green Fees at The Warren from £15pp 
& Memberships from £39

Book online at www.littlestonegolfclub.org.uk 
or call 01797 363355
Private function? Talk to us about your requirements

www.littlestonegolfclub.org.uk
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by Andrew South

It is just six months since Denise Ellen
took over as Stewardess of Lydd War
Memorial Ins�tute Club, but she has
already doubled the venue’s turnover
and significantly increased its
membership from 300. The Looker
dropped in last week to find out what
the Club offers and how it has become
a genuine local community hub.

“For me, this is a dream come true – I grew
up in the town and always been a Lydd girl
through and through!” she says. “I have
worked in sales, and in bars at the Varne and
Rose & Crown, but I was never interested in
running a pub, so this job suits me perfectly.”
And so it does, as she appears completely
at home in the surroundings of the spacious
Club – as well she might be given that she
lives with husband John in the adjoining
house which comes with the job.

“We have built a nice friendly atmosphere
in the last few months, and although the
Club has its roots in recogni�on of those
who served, and s�ll serve, our country, it
is now very much a place for anyone to
come to relax, meet friends, enjoy

entertainment or join in ac�vi�es such as
pool, darts or crib.”
Built around 1889 as a drill hall for
“L” Company, The East Kent Volunteer
regiment, it wasn’t un�l 1923 that a group
of local Lydders contributed to a fund and
formed a trust to purchase the hall and
house, a�er the previous Ins�tute on the
Rype was destroyed by fire in 1922.
The Club – or the ‘stute, as it is
affec�onately known – is divided into two
parts. The front or upper bar which has the
feeling more of a lounge, with plenty of
comfortable sea�ng offering a relaxing
space to enjoy drinks about 25 per cent
cheaper than pub prices.
At the back is another long bar with newly
decorated func�on room accommoda�ng
up to 120 people, which can be booked for
any kind of event – weddings, funerals, bar
mitzvahs and the growing trend in wakes –
and a stage is set for bands, discos and
other entertainment.
“The Club is run by a Commi�ee, who are
naturally careful about how they spend our
funds to make improvements,” says Denise.
“But I have a li�le wishlist of things I’d like
to do in �me – the previous owners were
here for 20 years, so there’s no rush at the
moment, but we do have to move with the
�mes.”
The upda�ng process includes free WiFi
and the arrival of a new debit and credit
cardreader which means contactless
payments can now be made.
“We don’t have Sky TV here, just Freeview,
because those who want to watch sport are
catered for elsewhere …

“I think it’s important to give everyone a
warm welcome, whether they are regular
members or whether they just want to join
for an evening for £1. I’m keen to make it a
popular place to come to for oneoff events
such as karaoke, a horseracing night or
entertainers such as singer Maddie Hart
and renowned clairvoyant, Pauline Mason,
who is here in November. We’re also
arranging coach trips and trying to do
things that haven’t been tried before.”

Hire of the func�on hall starts at a
reasonable £80, which includes one bar
staff, but it is the flexible nature of the
venue that means it is also a great place for
Zumba classes or any other regular
community use.
It is obvious that Denise is on a genuine
mission to con�nue to improve the ‘stute to
make it a real centre of the community. “I put
120 per cent into this place – it is my life and
soul,” she concludes. Of that, we have no
doubt, so if you live in the vicinity of Lydd,
then all you need to do is join the club.

Full details of forthcoming events and
further informa�on can be found on the
Lydd War Memorial Club Facebook page,
or by contac�ng Denise direct on:
07715 984805.

• Dart in for a pint

• The Concords fly in to entertain

Looking for a good night out?
Join the club!
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by Andrew South

It’s no secret that Marshians know how to put on a good ‘do’
amongst our many other quali�es, whether it’s big events like
the New Romney Country Fayre or Hythe Vene�an Fete  or
smaller, but nonetheless crucial community events. And there
is no be�er example of that than a concert by the Seaside
Singers at the 1st Lydd Scout Group earlier this month.

The event was presented as a coffee morning jointly by the Scout
Group and Lydd Demen�a Café, and the Singers wowed a packed
house with their classic set of familiar songs, delivered with gusto and
passion under the conductorship of Lynda Train, with backing music
provided by her husband Paul.
“We started in 2015 as a selffunded group of ladies who wanted to
sing, but we didn’t necessarily want to make money out of it,” the
Singers’ Jenny Tyler tells me before taking to the stage. “We set out to
help other organisa�ons raise funds for charity, and have now
developed a huge repertoire of songs to choose from. We are not
trained, but are always keen to improve and in a healthy state at the
moment with a full complement of dedicated singers.”
The group held a sellout concert in St. Mary’s Bay in June to raise funds
for their own equipment, but have also received a dona�on from Lydd
Town Council for £250 to help with their costs.
The Singers prac�se twice a week on Monday a�ernoons and Friday
evenings.
“We have a lot of fun at both sessions,” says Jenny. “You can arrive at
the prac�ce in a gloomy frame of mind, but it’s amazing the effect that
singing with colleagues has on the mood – it really helps to li� the
spirits! There is a genuine feeling of togetherness in the group.”

As anyone who has joined other choirs in the area will know, this is an
important part of their par�cipa�on – the camaraderie and feeling of
friendship under one inclusive banner, regardless of age, background
or gender. The feelgood factor that choir singers enjoy appears to
be almost addic�ve, making a significant contribu�on to their general
wellbeing.
And this was quite apparent as they launched into the first half of their
performance of favourite tunes, kicking off with Petula Clark’s I Couldn’t
Live Without Your Love and then stamping their authority on the
occasion with These Boots Were Made for Walking. Other old faves
included California Dreaming, Paper Roses, Da Doo Ron Ron and Elvis’s
I Can’t Help Falling in Love With You, all conveyed with a sense of fun
and purpose.
Then it was �me to catch breath, grab a coffee, snaffle a cake, buy a
raffle �cket and catch up with old friends – including a party from the

Paddock Residen�al Care Home for those with learning difficul�es 
before an ABBAtas�c second half. Queen’s We Will Rock You segued
seamlessly into the Swedish songsters Eurovision winner Waterloo,
before a whistlestop tour of some of music’s finest pop songs – Voulez
Vous?, Mama Mia, Super Trouper, Chiqui�ta, and surely one of the most
sensual songs ever, Andante, Andante, before climaxing with a rollicking
So Long.
While the coffee morning entertainment was spot on, the event’s hosts
had serious fundraising to undertake from sales of refreshments and
raffle �ckets, which resulted in an excellent £290 raised to share
between the Lydd Scouts and the Demen�a Café.
The Café’s rela�onship with the Seaside Singers has developed into
monthly visits by some of the group’s members.
“About halfadozen of us go in with our branded Tshirts and ‘Forget
menot’ badges on the first Tuesday of the month to provide some
con�nuity – and we take requests for songs! It’s great, but it is quite a
learning curve for us,” adds Jenny.
Lydd’s Demen�a Café is growing organically as you might expect with
an aging popula�on, but also because of its increasingly good
reputa�on.
“We now have 20 to 30 regulars – those with demen�a, together with
carers and friends,” says the Café’s Pauline Pogson. “We meet on the
first and third Tuesday every month at the Methodist Church Hall in
New Street, and for a couple of hours, it’s a great opportunity to share
experiences, gain advice and support and have a chat in a friendly,
relaxed environment.
“We have been so lucky to have people like John and Maggie
Bjerkestrand, and others, who are crucial to the smooth running of the
Café and immensely suppor�ve.”
For the 1st Lydd Scout Group, this was an opportunity to showcase
what they do to local people, and show them where Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and Explorers come together for ac�vi�es and development,
under the leadership of Valerie Rye.
“We are doing well  in fact we have won the Development & Growth
Award for the District this year, and are hopeful of doing so again next
year,” Valerie tells me during the entertainment break. “But this event
shows that young people are also having to deal with demen�a, and it
is the vulnerable people in our community who are just as important.
“We have plans for an airrifle shoo�ng range and a tomahawk range
here, as well as providing opportuni�es to camp out. This might sound
at odds with current social a	tudes towards such ac�vi�es, but the
key thing is to do them in a controlled and safe environment.”
This event was a fine example of different and diverse organisa�ons
coming together for the benefit of the community in a way which
created fun and joy – and raised crucial funds for their ac�vi�es at the
same �me. Well done team Lydd!

Seaside Singers shine for Scouts and
Demen�a Café
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Weaving Tweed
from the wool of the
Romney Sheep
The Romney Marsh, an area of unusual natural beauty with
a sheep farming heritage, is the inspira�on for Romney
Tweed CIC. A social enterprise, with the twin aims of
encouraging local industry and of helping young people
acquire skills leading to jobs.

By choosing the weaving industry as a means of achieving these
aims, Romney Tweed has dipped far into the past  to medieval
�mes – when Romney wool provided the founda�on for the
area’s prosperity. Research with the help of people experienced
in the tex�le industry in Yorkshire, as well as young weavers
from Central St. Mar�n’s, proved that this wool, with its high
lustre and durability, was suitable for clothing as well as the
more tradi�onal carpets and blankets. Samples of fine worsted
cloth were produced and subsequently marketed by a na�onal
cloth merchant to Savile Row, Europe and Asia.
The fleece, which comes from local Romney Sheep farmers, is
processed and dyed in Yorkshire producing two ply worsted
yarn suitable for both commercial and hand weaving. A recent
development has been the design of a bespoke tweed by our
WeaverinResidence, a service Romney Tweed intends to offer
more widely.
The Weaving hub and showroom are now open for visitors.
A weaving Taster Course will be held on Saturday 28th September.
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Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm, 
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto 
tyre selector and get the best deal on a 

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING
FREE 
BALANCING

Learn to Dance...
at ST. MARY’S BAY VILAGE HALL

LINDY HOP –
the original 1930s/40s swing dance

1950s Jive –
Vintage style, no tricky footwork

with the legendary Gypsy John!
A new course for absolute beginners starts

MONDAY 9th SEPTEMBER
LINDY HOP class 7.30-8.20pm

1950s JIVE class 8.30-9.20pm

followed by practice time

No need to book, drop-in class. Partner not necessary.

Good wooden dance floor. Large car park.

£7 per person per class, or £10 for both classes

Keep fit • Make new friends • And learn to jive!
Contact: Gypsy John, 07999 806635

gypsyjohnnewson@yahoo.co.uk

The lindyhop was created as early as 1928 mainly influenced by

the charleston. As it developed at the Savoy Ballroom in Harlem,

New York the young black kids expressed themselves to hot jazz

soon to become 'swing' music' epitomized by such big bands as

Glenn Miller and Benny Goodman.

Swing dancing spread across the United States and by the early
1940's the lindy was commonly refered to as 'the jitterbug' with the
GI's bringing it over to Europe when they joined the war.

After the war the music changed and most of the educated footwork
was lost so when rock’n’roll music exploded in the mid 1950s the
jive was sweeping the dance floors.

Gypsy John has been running
Cinque Ports Swing Jive for
19 years teaching lindyhop and
other associated swing dances
nationwide particularly in Kent
and East Sussex. His dance
troupe The Cinque Ports Lindy
Hoppers have entertained
nationwide for just as long.

New classes started in St.
Mary's Bay in March this year
and a new course for absolute
beginners starts on September
9th.

Gypsy John and his long
standing assistant, Doodlebug
Donna will be breaking down
the lindyhop footwork step by
step nice and slowly! 

The rock’n’roll class has far
less footwork if any at all and
is less challenging.

Friends Of Dymchurch Rec
Cars … … … … …    £10

Car & Trailer /
Small Van … …     £14

Large Van … …     £20

Sellers from 6am

Sunday 1st September
Dymchurch Recreation Ground, St. Mary’s Road, Dymchurch TN29 0PL

PARKING ON SITE  • REFRESHMENTS  • TOILETS
NO OUTSIDE FOOD CATERERS fodymchurchrec@aol.com
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Are the disabled bays and the Emergency
Services Bay now marked out on the High
Street helping or hindering the users of
the shops?

Driving from Lydd into New Romney, on
the day they were painted, I was surprised
to find that the road markings had changed
so dras�cally. They don’t seem to be
helping conges�on as more people are
parking on the double yellow lines, and on
the morning of Tuesday, August 13 a lorry
was parked in one of the disabled bays at
the eastern end of the High Street, no
doubt trying to make a delivery.
For those unable to carry shopping a long
distance being able to park, pop into a shop
and leave a�er a few minutes was an
advantage, the disabled bays are not an
advantage unless one applies for a disabled
badge, cos�ng councils more in
administra�on.
In the past I have driven others who were
not able to walk far, so would drop them
off, go into the car park and collect them
when they had completed their shopping,
or if using an eatery go back when the meal
was finished.
The emergency service bay outside Spar
appears to be too small for an ambulance
or fire appliance. If someone is taken ill or

there is an accident or fire away from that
sec�on of the High Street, it will not help
the emergency service responding. The
postman collec�ng le�ers from the pillar
box outside Spar, and mail from the Post
Office may find it useful. Did whoever
dreamt up this scheme ask residents and
shopkeepers what they thought of it first?
Many of our shops do not have parking
facili�es at the rear of the premises, as it’s
a very old High Street, something that
needs to be addressed as to pay for parking
all day is prohibi�ve for businesses.
We have two car parks but if you only
intend to be there for a few minutes, maybe
go to the bank, post a parcel, visit the GP
surgery, pick up a prescrip�on, without
including shopping, it costs a minimum of
£1 and that applies to blue badge holders
as well, unlike the High Street where it is
free. Who will police the use of these
disabled and emergency service bays.
Many drivers already get away with parking
on the crosshatched area near the crossing
lights in the centre of the High Street.
Some years ago two district councillors,
Carole Waters and Pat Waddell managed
to get the first hour free in the district
council car parks in the town, but a�er the
first year the district council made a small

charge to pay for the cost of the �ckets and
administra�on, and then abolished the free
parking.
Blue badge users are allowed to park on
double yellow lines provided they are not
causing an obstruc�on, unlike those
without a blue badge.
It might help those who cannot walk long
distances with their shopping if there was
a seat at the western end of High Street.
There used to be one, outside the bakers
where the wool shop is and the houses that
overhang the pavement. It could encourage
people to use that end of the High Street
as well.
Do businesses find these new road
markings helpful? I’ve spoken to some and
there has not been a posi�ve reply. We live
in an old town with listed buildings and
need to address the problems of parking
for everyone.

Disabled Bays in New Romney High Street

Stock photo

News from Hythe’s

hidden reporter ...

It has come to our attention

that Hythe’s new Green Mayor -

Doug Wade - has tried to claim

dry cleaning expenses for

some shirts!!!

He reckoned as he wore them

in his capacity as Mayor that

Hythe Town Council should

pay the bill.

Let’s remember that Cllr Wade

is also a District councillor so a

monthly pay-check wings its

way into his bank account.

As cheques have to be counter-

signed this was queried by

Conservative councillors and

when they refused to agree Cllr

Wade withdrew the request.

Just a little surprising given the

Green Party stance on spending

tax payers money wisely.

There have also been rumours

of less diversity for next years

Bandstand concerts (this year’s

programme was booked by the

previous administration) with

comments that only brass bands

should intrude on the ambience

of a Sunday afternoon.

Again a little strange when

there is no general regard for

keeping Sunday special.

Indeed even the traditional

Civic Sunday ceremony has

been cancelled by The Greens -

an event which has always

been celebrated in the historic

Town. A very long held diary

date which all The Cinque

Ports practice.

Another hot rumour widely

circulating is that Boot Fairs

might cease on Hythe Green.

Will The Green Party really try

and obliterate such a popular

event?

Clearly The Green Party do not

value the symbolic and

cherished status of Hythe in

regard to its place in history yet

they are campaigning to save

the setting to the Royal Military

Canal which wouldn’t even exist

if our forefathers hadn’t held

this town in such high regard!

Curiouser and curiouser ...

Yours,

Hythe Undercover reporter
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Who are Hythe &
Romney Marsh Lions Club?
When people see us fund raising at the Channel Tunnel or
local supermarkets or running a stall at a local event they
think, unless they know us, that we are supporters of a
football club or wildlife.

However, the truth is that Hythe & Romney Marsh Lions Club is a
local charity which supports local people in need in the local
community and our patch covers Hythe & the Romney Marsh up
to Lydd. Apart from the fact that we are a local charity, we are
also part of one of the largest Charitable Organisa�ons in the
world with 1.4 million members. You can find Lions Clubs like
ours in most communi�es for example locally there are Lions
Clubs in Ashford, Dover, Folkestone, Tenterden and of course
Hythe & Romney Marsh.

We receive requests for
assistance from
organisa�ons such as
Social Services and
HomeStart, and in the
past we have provided
families with items such

as cookers, washing
machines and beds,
which the families
concerned could not
afford themselves. We
also support local
chari�es such as the
Salva�on Army, the
Royal Bri�sh Legion and
the Scouts.
We are only a small club
at present and as such

we are looking for new
members or for volunteers 

who would be willing to help us out
with our fundraising ac�vi�es.

However, Lions also believe in having fun so we hold social events
which club members, volunteers and their partners can join in.
We go out for meals, play ski�les and a�end quiz nights etc.
So if you are interested in becoming a member, or volunteering to
help in our Fund Raising Ac�vi�es or you want to learn more
about what Lions do you can contact us on 0845 833 7525 or
visit our Website on www.hytheromneymarshlionsclub.org.uk

We look forward to hearing from you.

Check out our website for events and live music

Shaun and Gayna welcome you to the
Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh

This charming pub has it’s own unique character
and is a fascina�ng place to visit, and visit you must as

the Shepherd & Crook is a hidden gem

THE SHEPHERD & CROOK

w w w.theshepherdandcrookburmarsh .com

The Shepherd and Crook pride themselves on their fine selec�on
of real ales and cask ciders. 

The delicious food is mainly pub classics,
locally sourced where possible, with a great choice of

gluten free, vegetarian and vegan op�ons. 

Open Mic
Night

1st and 3rd
Tuesday

of the month

SHEAR WAY | ROMNEY MARSH | BURMARSH | TN29 0JJ

01303 872336
SH |

Two CourseSunday Lunch£13.95
BOOKINGADVISABLE
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R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
30 Years

Experience
£5 million Public

Liability Insurance

by John Wimble

Of the two miniature railways in the
district, the RH&DR is probably be�er
known and wri�en about more
frequently than the Saltwood
Miniature Railway. But in fact by the
early 1970s, the 7¼" gauge Saltwood
Miniature Railway was the oldest
miniature line s�ll in existence at that
�me in the world.

It actually started life in 1920 when Frank
Schwab and his son Alex, started to
construct a miniature railway in the
grounds of their family home in Sheffield.
Frank’s father had come to England from
Germany in the late 19th Century and both
Frank and Alex were natural engineers and
they built an extensive railway in their
garden. They built a couple of small two
seater passenger vehicles and purchased a
li�le 042 tank loco.

Alex was now 17 years old and went to
Cambridge University studying Mechanical
Sciences and when his father re�red in
1924, the family moved to Saltwood.
Shortly a�erwards, Alex developed a
serious illness which prevented him from
con�nuing with his studies. As a result,
Frank and Alex decided to turn their
a�en�on to developing their railway at the
new loca�on in School Road, Saltwood. The
railway had previously been dismantled at
Sheffield and everything taken to Saltwood.

With the new line up and running, they
purchased a more powerful loco as they
were planning to run charity days for the
public and two more passenger coaches
were also built. The first public day for
charity took place in 1931, when nearly
500 passengers were carried during the day
which was deemed a huge success. During
the late 1930s, Frank and Alex decided it
was �me to have another engine and Alex
designed a Great Western 260 loco. He
was assisted by Henry Greenly who had
been heavily involved with the RH&DR.
The line closed during the Second World
War and reopened in 1944 and public
running days started once again. Frank
Schwab died in 1953 and Alex carried on
running the railway with the help of
volunteers. During the 1960s, a new house
was constructed within the grounds of the
railway, and at the same �me the
ornamental lake was drained and infilled.
This rendered the impressive bridge
redundant, and brought an end to the scene
of trains running over the lake, but following
the dismantling of the bridge the track was
relayed across the newly drained lake.

Around 1970, his health deteriorated again
and he was taken ill with mental health
problems and the railway was shut down.
He undertook medical treatment and upon
his recovery, the line reopened in 1974.
Around this �me, the steam locos were
sold and a ba�eryelectric loco, ‘Earl of
Berkeley’ was purchased. Alex installed a
bicycle horn as he believed the loco’s own
powerful air horns made too much noise
for the people of Saltwood to bear!
For the next ten years, Alex ran the railway
with the help of local youngsters and public
running days con�nued during the school
holidays. However, in 1987 Alex died aged
82 and the railway closed for the final �me
and the locos and rolling stock were sold,
mainly to other miniature lines around the
country. However, the assorted buildings
and the general route of the line remained
visible for more than a decade following
closure. Subsequently, the en�re site was
acquired by property developers and new
houses were built on the site.
Amazingly, throughout its 67 years in
existence, the railway only had two owners,
Frank and Alex Schwab.

Saltwood Miniature Railway
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by Kim Gandy

Of all the musical art forms there are, very
few people think of bell ringing as one of
them. However, it is deeply rooted in
history, reputedly having begun around
400 AD with Paulina, Bishop of Nola in
Campania, when early missionaries used
small handbells to summon people to
prayer.

Nowadays, they are the largest musical
instrument in the world, as my biceps found
out recently when a�ending bell ringing
prac�ce at All Saints Lydd on Monday
evening.

I ascended the 132 � bell tower (well, not
right to the top!) with trepida�on,
wondering what was in store. As I stepped
into the ringing room, I was greeted by a
friendly team of six campanologists
(bellringers) and a�er an ini�al chat, was
introduced to the ropes, of which there are
eight. Some churches have more, some less
– and I learned that cathedrals can have as
many as 12! The largest bell, the tenor,
weighs over 15cwt.

Lydd’s bells, like those of other churches,
have been mostly used to summon people
for worship, marriages and funerals over
the centuries but their other uses, I learned,
were to let the locals know the �me on the
hour, so they knew when to get up for
work! In the old days, very few people had
a clock and wrist watches were unheard of.
How ever did people manage to wake up
without an Android ringtone and
accompanying vibra�on?
I learned that All Saints has a peal
(collec�ve noun for bells) of eight and the
ropes hang in a clockwise circle from a
wooden ceiling, with, obviously, the bells
on the floor above, out of sight. It was
explained to me that the coloured, woolly
part of the rope was called a “sally”, which
is derived from the French word “sauté”
and describes the “leaping” ac�on of the
rope once pulled and released.
Below the “sally” is the “tail” of the rope and
the idea is to pull the sally to waist level,
release then grab the tail and pull.
Anyway, having been shown this and other
rudiments of the technique, I se�led back
to watch the others prac�se and looked on
in amazement as they proceeded to make
the whole thing look as simple as opening
a blind. The cascade of sound from within
the bell tower was celes�al and filled me
full of enthusiasm, �nged with an
apprehensive awe as I an�cipated my first
“go” on the ropes.
When they stopped “ringing up”, (a
procedure which results in bringing the
bells from their safety posi�on – hanging
down – to the “up” posi�on), it was my turn.
Not, I hasten to add, to join in with the peal
– but to have a go at actually pulling the
rope myself.
I was instructed to place one hand above
the other on the sally, above my head and
pull quickly downwards without looking up,
releasing my hands at waist level and
allowing the rope to bounce up. With a
li�le fear and trepida�on I did so but not
quite �ming it right and was a li�le shocked
at the tension on the rope. I let it go rather
too quickly and this resulted in the bell
returning to its res�ng posi�on. Of course
I didn’t know this as you cannot see the
bells whilst ringing them.
However, help was at hand and a�er
repeated ringing on this par�cular bell by
one of Lydd’s awesome bellringers, it was
restored to its righ
ul posi�on. Although I

felt mor�fied, I was reassured that this is
something that happens quite a lot during
prac�ce (and some�mes during an actual
peal!)
However, I learned, during this procedure,
that the origin of the expression “ringing
the changes” came from the reposi�oning
of bells. On a Sunday morning Lydd’s ini�al
“peal” is actually the bellringers bringing the
bells into the upright posi�on.
The bells, of course, are all different weights
and my one had been a frac�on of a ton!
Later I was allowed to try another of the
bells that was in the “down” posi�on, to feel
the difference in the tension on the rope and
was amazed to find it significantly different.

It became apparent to me that this is not
something you learn in five minutes (not
that I expected to!) and that, like most
things that do not come easily, it is, to those
who are fully au fait with it, a meaningful
and rewarding occupa�on. I mean to have
another go, if only to tone my upper arms!
Seriously though, I have enormous respect
for these behindthescenes musicians who
make it all look a complete breeze and I
have to admit, I have rather taken for
granted that church bells ring on a Sunday
morning but believe me, they definitely
don’t do it all by themselves! This is a skill
and mastery worth learning and if you fancy
giving it a go, please contact Margaret Afla�
Tower Captain on 07818 495566.

Ringing the changes … or, 
the hidden art of
church bell ringing
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Fancy a long weekend in France 
being wined & dined?

It is possible
Your Dymchurch Twinning Associa�on

can make it happen for you
To find out how, visit us at THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICES

in ORGARSWICK AVENUE for our Open Day on
Saturday 31st August between 10am and 2pm

Can’t speak French? Don’t worry, it is not necessary to join in all the fun and make new friends
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belmonthealthcare.co.uk

Sandbanks Care Home - 01797 366810

Madeira Lodge Care Home - 01797 363242

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE A VISIT

Dementia and elderly care specialists in 

New Romney across three sites Madeira Lodge, 

Sandbanks Lodge and Madeira Day Services.

suppor t  •  compan ionsh ip  •  r esp i t e

Post 16 Results Day – August 2019
Post 16 students at The Marsh Academy celebrated excellent results for
A-Levels and Vocational qualifications. The students were able to enjoy
the result of a lot of hard work and commitment over the last two years
and as a result all students who applied to study at university had their
first choices confirmed while others have secured employment and
apprenticeships.

Many students achieved a full suite of three Distinction / Distinction*
in Sport Studies, Health and Social Care while others achieved A grades
in A-Levels across a range of subjects from Sociology to Art and History
to Extended Project.

Principal, Shaun Simmons commented: “We congratulate all our students
receiving results today and wish them well as they take up their places at
university, employment, apprenticeships or begin their gap year. The hard
work of students and staff paid off, with both academic and vocational
results, stronger than last year and some fine individual outcomes. I am
delighted with the success of our Post 16 provision and in particular, proud
that every student applying for university achieved the grades to get into
their first choice.”

Lucy Cole achieved an A in Sociology, a
Distinction in Health and Social care and a
Distinction in Art.

Lucy stated “I have enjoyed sixth form and
the support the teachers gave me was
fantastic. The hard work was all worth it in
the end. I am really looking forward to the
next adventure in my life.”

Charley Lock achieved an A in Sociology, B in
Psychology, C in History and A* in the Extended
Project Qualification. Charley was very pleased with
his results: “I have really enjoyed my time in Post 16
as staff give unlimited support. If you are willing to
work hard and prioritise learning, you will get to
where you want to be.” Charlie was also one of the
top scorers in the Marsh Academy Football
Academy. Charlie is moving on to read International
Relations and Politics at the University of Portsmouth.

Jack Welsby achieved Distinction*,
Distinction*, Distinction in Sport, which has
enabled him to confirm his first choice offer
to reading Sports Coaching at St Mary’s
University.

Jack commented: “I am really looking
forward to university and the new
experiences it will bring.”

Ethan Madden achieved Distinction*,
Distinction, Distinction in Sport, enabling him
to confirm his first choice offer of Sports
Management at Solent University.

“It is great when all of the hard work pays
of. I would like to that all of those who have
supported me getting to this point. I can’t
wait to get started at university.
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Local banks are at

• ROMNEY MARSH
COMMUNITY CHURCH,
North Street, New Romney,
on Tuesdays from 5.307pm. 
Ring 01797 366855 for queries.

• LYDD, Hardy Hall, on Fridays
from 6.307.30pm. 
Ring Rev Chris on 01797 320345.

News about food banks is rarely out of our
news these days. People are wondering
where they came from, and what happened
before Food Banks? Some are cynical, and
are saying they encourage lazy people to
not make the effort to look a�er their own.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

Well meaning people, religions and
chari�es have been helping the poor since
the beginning of �me. In our own tradi�ons,
early in the bible, God laid down laws which
protected the widows, fatherless and poor.
Throughout all the centuries of Chris�anity,
there was an obliga�on to help the poor
and needy, and churches were very ac�ve
in iden�fying those in greatest need, and
mee�ng that need. Some�mes charity was
piecemeal, some�mes it was misdirected,
and in Victorian �mes, it became very
patronising and arrogant, with the well fed
middle classes dicta�ng who were “the
deserving poor”.
Fast forward to the end of the 20th
century. In 1997 two kindly people from
Salisbury, Carol and Paddy Henderson,
created a Charity, with a legacy from Carol’s
mother, Be�y Trussell, and called it the
Trussell Trust. They were helping more than
60 abandoned children who were living by
begging in the Central Railway sta�on in
Bulgaria  literally living there, they slept
there as well.

This work was going well, the children were
being rehoused and educated, when in
2000, Paddy had ‘phone call from a mother
in Salisbury, who was asked what he was
“doing about the hungry in the UK?” This
lady said her children were going to bed
hungry.
Paddy and Carol did some research, and
were horrified to find out how much
hunger, poverty and depriva�on was rife in
the UK. So they rechannelled their efforts,
and set up their first ‘food bank’ in
Salisbury, with donated food. So that the
service would not be abused, they created,
gradually, guidelines to help both the food
bank and those who used it.
Basically, the Trust provides enough dried
and �nned food for three days for whatever
size the family happens to be. The family
can use the food bank three �mes in any
one crisis. Access is provided by means of
a voucher, which is obtained from schools,
social workers, local ministers, and other
persons in authority. A large part of the
food bank is helping people with their

problems, and “signpos�ng”, pu	ng
people in touch with the many

organisa�ons which will be able
to help them. Mental and

physical ill health, loneliness
and isola�on, chronic

debt: all these can add to
a person’s inability to
cope and provide for
themselves and the
family.
The food banks are
always conscious of
people’s dignity, and
everything is done
with discre�on, so

that people do not feel
they are being

condemned for being
inadequate. Personal

choices are also considered, there is no
point in giving people food which will not
be used. Refreshments are always offered,
and the chance to talk, if clients wish to.
Our local food banks are supplied by the
warehouse of the Rainbow Centre charity
in Folkestone. The warehouse is in Hythe.
Many churches, schools and organisa�ons
have collec�on points, for contribu�ons.
The Rainbow Centre publishes guidelines
each month, outlining the biggest needs at
present. The latest list, July 2019, included
coffee, long life milk, �nned custard and
rice pudding and �nned meat, both hot and
cold. All food has to be unopened, and well
in date (at least three months). They are not
allowed to accept opened food, or out of
date food. All collec�ons are taken to the
warehouse for audi�ng, and then returned
to the actual food bank, who know the
items they are most likely to need.
There are now 1,200 food banks opera�ng
in the UK, and the need seems to be rising
every year. From April 18 March 19, 1.6m
parcels of food were given out. There was
a 13% increase, na�onally, and in our local
area, a huge increase in the number given
out. At a recent count, 1.5 million people
were being fed by a food bank. The Trussell
Trust is also a campaigning organisa�on,
realising that food alone will not end
hunger. They campaign on many issues that
affect depriva�on and poverty, especially
to cut the wai�ng �me when people go on
to Universal Credit. The voucher says
briefly why people need the food bank, and
many are due to delays to Universal Credit.
The vouchers are all returned to HQ of
Trussell Trust, so they have facts and figures
for the campaigns. Many clients, sadly, are
working people, with such high living
expenses, rents and housing costs, that
there is simply no money le� for food.
Wouldn’t it be great if the Trusell Trust was
able to shut down because it was no longer
needed?

Food Banks and the Trussell Trust
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Words: Andrew South • Pictures: David Wimble

And so we gathered once again on the banks of the Royal Military Canal to enjoy a unique event in the nation’s
biennial calendar. Thousands lined both sides of the Canal to witness a parade of water-borne creativity and
enthusiasm in celebration of this year’s Venetian Fete theme: recycling and care for the environment.

An early arrival provided an opportunity to
peruse the competitors’ floats as last minute
adjustments were made, costumes altered
and the odd beverage and pie consumed.

“This is our first time in the parade,” Anne
from the Hythe Branch of Guide Dogs for the
Blind told me. The Group was only launched
at the beginning of 2018, but now they were
involved in a launch of a different sort. “It’s an

opportunity for us to be seen and raise
awareness that we’re now in Hythe.”
This was a common theme, especially for
those first-time entrants for whom the Fete
provides a unique opportunity to parade an
organisation or business in front of thousands
of eager onlookers.

The Dymchurch Players had their January
pantomime to promote, while Eurotunnel
took the opportunity to celebrate its 25th
anniversary.

“This was a chance to let the kids’ imagination
really flow,” 1st Saltwood Scouts Beaver
Leader, Helen said. “We chose the theme of
Charlie & the Chocolate Factory as there is a
strong moral element to the story about
greed and waste, which tied in well with the
Fete’s environmental theme. Even the
chocolate waterfall uses leftover hot
chocolate drinks!”

Nine of the 28 entries were in the Juvenile
Societies Class 1 category – the others being
Small Societies & Clubs (2), Large Societies &
Clubs (3) and National Societies (Open &
Commercial) (4) – and it was encouraging that
all had taken the brief seriously and with
great imagination and team-work.

Over the years the event has mushroomed
from a tableaux of colourful floats to a full-on
family event complete with all the fun of the
fair, stalls and a fine mix of food and beverage
vendors. Pre-booked ticket holders were
provided with an allocated wooden seat,
although they would have been well-advised
to bring cushions to avoid five or six hours of
numb bum syndrome. Others brought their
own seating accommodation and were well-
organised with lavish picnics and sparkling
stuff to imbibe. The people of Hythe were
ready to party for the parade!

Welcoming musical entertainment was
provided by the Hythe Town Concert Band
offering their own versions of many familiar
tunes, while the more raucous All Star Blues
Brothers got the feet a-tapping.

Thousands descend on
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The Folkestone Rowing Club and Seapoint
Canoe Centre showed off their boating skills
before the arrival of Mayoral Barge conveying
the visiting Mayors of the Confederation of
Cinque Ports.

In his programme welcome, The Right
Worshipful Town Mayor of Hythe, Cllr. Doug
Wade seemed to have eloquently borrowed
from The Looker’s lexicon of descriptive text,
describing the event as: “a collective
hallucination or a procession of the bizarre
and whimsical; the annals of history folded
upon themselves like mille-feuille, or perhaps
a pastry chef’s folly of candy sugar and
caramel extravagance drifting down our
Kentish Canal Grando as the fairy lights
twinkle and glister and the townspeople
assume their strange identities – gibbons,
buccaneers, mermaids, ogres, sultans,
seraphs and sphinxes. We welcome all those
dazed, dazzled and delirious to our vagaries.
Hold your breath. Pinch yourself. Plunge
beneath the scintillating ripples; come up
gasping and enter into the spirit.”
We, most assuredly, could not have put it
better ourselves.
The Fete’s Chairman, Steven Way, held firm
with more traditional appreciative prose,
thanking the vast team behind the scenes
which makes the whole spectacular happen.

After a welcome by the Executive President,
John Schoner MBE JP, Hythe’s Mayor
declared the Fete open, and the daylight
procession began with some stomping
sounds by the Old School Samba Band.

At the intermission, there was a chance to
grab a word with the Chair of Judges, Luke
Haisell while they collated their scores before
the illuminated procession.
“We have been really struck by the standard
of entries this year,” he told me, “particularly
by the way they have really grasped the Fete’s
recycling theme. We’ve also been impressed
by the number of first-time entries and also
the outstanding design concepts which have
been created – all helping to contribute to a
fantastic atmosphere!”

Fireworks exploded into the darkening skies
to mark the beginning of the second parade
of the floats, this time beautifully lit up in all
their night-time glory.
A night to remember and not to be revisited
until 2021, when this extraordinary event is
bound to push the boundaries of local
entertainment and focus to new levels. See
you then …

Hythe to meet their Fete

THE WINNERS
CLASS 1
1st:     1st Saltwood Scouts
2nd:   Hythe Bay Church of England Primary School
3rd:    Friends of St Augustine’s

CLASS 2
1st:     The Shed
2nd:   Led by the Wild
3rd:    St Hilda’s Ukulele Club

CLASS 3
1st:     Hythe Twinning Association
2nd:   FHODs
3rd:    Hythe Cricket Club
CLASS 4
1st:     Buckleys (UVRAL)
2nd:   Millennium Consulting
3rd:    Hythe Garden Landscapes

Best Daylight: Hythe Twinning Association
Environmental Award: Folkestone Rowing Club
Best Floral: Led by the Wild
Best Dressed Rowers: 1st Saltwood Scouts
BEST ILLUMINATED
1st:     The Shed
2nd:   Sellindge School Association
3rd:    Salus Hythe Youth Centre

Best Tableau on Parade: The Shed

The Chair, Steven Way, and Fete Committee will
welcome the prize winners to a prize-giving event
later this year – more details to follow
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Roll up for arts
fes�val in
Romney Marsh

by Andrew South

Art lovers have an opportunity to enjoy a
fes�val of crea�ve media in the unique
landscapes of Romney Marsh, beginning next
month. Art in Romney Marsh is organising the
AiRM2019 Fes�val which offers contemporary
visual ar�sts the chance to create works of art
in the surroundings of the area’s medieval
churches and their rural loca�on.

Fes�val visitors will experience works in a wide
variety of media including printmaking, drawing
and sculpture as well as experimental work in
sound, video, film, digital media and mixed
media.
“We want visitors to share, enjoy and engage in
the architecture and loca�on of these places in
new and exci�ng ways,” Susan Churchill, Director
of AiRM told The Looker. “They will experience
Romney Marsh through an imagina�ve ar�stled
explora�on of these magnificent buildings and
their inspiring landscapes.”
The churches taking part are all within three
miles of St Mary in the Marsh and provide the
perfect focus for a day or weekend trip of
relaxing and exploring the district. The dates and
par�cipa�ng churches are:

Two replica Lookers’ huts are located at the
churches in St Mary in the Marsh and at
Ivychurch, where maps and further informa�on
can be found.
“Lookers’ huts are unique to Romney Marsh and
we are grateful to the Heritage Lo�ery Fund for
funding them as a community heritage asset,”
says Susan. “And our collabora�on with the

churches has brought new audiences and a
stronger interest in the heritage and history of
the area.”
But this isn’t the only ini�a�ve which can be
enjoyed by visitors. AiRM has also designed and
launched an audio trail to encourage visitors to
explore the area and learn about Romney
Marsh’s cultural heritage. The audio files are easy
to download from the charity’s website
(www.ar�nromneymarsh.org/saltaudiotrail). The
ar�sts who have contributed to the AIRM2019
Fes�val are: Emily Peasgood, Lee Berwick,
Hannah KempWelch, Katrin Albrecht, Kaori
Homma & Sanae Yamada, Rachel Irons, Helen
Kirwan & Jane Madsen, Emily Whitebread, Jane
Bravery & Sara Trillo.
Further informa�on about AiRM can be found
at: www.ar�nromneymarsh.org or on the Art in
Romney Marsh Facebook page.

Festival Dates
21st, 22nd, 28th and 29th September
5th, 5th, 12th, 13th October

Festival locations
St. George’s Church, Ivychurch
St. Clement’s Church, Old Romney;
St. Mary the Virgin Church, St Mary
St. Peter & St Paul, Newchurch

• Looker's Hut at St Mary in the Marsh

• Looker's Hut at Ivychurch
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by Andrew South

The district’s capital town of
Folkestone has beaten off s�ff
compe��on from across the
UK to win one of the finest
honours that can be awarded
to any Bri�sh town. It takes its
place among some of the most
impressive towns in the
country, to be the subject of a
future edi�on of the official
Monopoly board game, a
staple pas�me of our youth
and beyond.

It saw off 19 other
nomina�ons for the
glory of having its own
version of the game,
pipping the beau�ful
coastal town of St. Ives
in Cornwall to the ‘Go’
square, but hopefully
collec�ng more than £200 in
the process.
The new game will see the
famous Monopoly streets like
Mayfair and Park Lane give
away to Folkestone favourites
and landmarks – like the Leas
Promenade and Folkestone
Crea�ve Quarter.
The edi�on will be
themed in sets: From
tourism to heritage,
hotels to business
and educa�on to
shopping. The four
train sta�ons from the
London original classic

Monopoly will be handed over
to a ‘travel’ set, because
Folkestone (unlike London –
when the original Monopoly
was created in the 1930s)

doesn’t currently have
four main lines train

sta�ons says the
games maker,
Hasbro.
However, locals

may take umbrage at
a lost opportunity to recognise

the former Folkestone Harbour
and Folkestone East sta�ons,
alongside the current
Folkestone West and
Folkestone Central sta�ons.
Hasbro is proposing that
Eurotunnel may well be in the
running for a space.
Winning Moves UK which is

producing the board
under official licence
from Hasbro and is
asking Looker
readers to play their
part in the crea�on
of the new
Folkestonethemed

board by sugges�ng sites

which could be considered to
take the places of Park Lane,
Vine Street, Trafalgar Square
and the rest.
“The game will feature the
great and the good of
Folkestone,” Jennifer Lau,
Custom Games Execu�ve of
Winning Moves UK, told The
Looker.
“We would love to hear from
organisa�ons and businesses
who want to star in the game –
and also from the
public about which
Folkestone
favourites and
landmarks should
feature on the key
showcase spaces like Mayfair
and Park Lane.

“We wanted to produce a
board that celebrates the Best
of Britain and are delighted
Folkestone came out top  it’s a
great place with a very rich
history and posi�ve and
dynamic outlook on the future.”
Landmarks will replace the
famous mul�coloured London
spaces and streets, with 22
Folkestone favourites ge	ng
their very own prime Monopoly
real estate.
The classic tokens such as the
Sco	e dog, the racing car and
the boot are to be replaced by
six iconic Folkestonebased
pieces. Hasbro is also planning
to theme the ‘Community
Chest’ and ‘Chance’ cards as
well, with a sugges�on that
miscreant players are sent to
France instead of jail  which

doesn't sound like much of a
punishment unless they are
referring to the three turns
spent wai�ng in the nonEU
passport queue before re
joining the game.
The ‘Free Parking’ square will
be an interes�ng one to fill – if

anyone knows of such a
place in Folkestone,

we’d be pleased to
know …
And maybe, with an
eye on the future,

perhaps there should
be a square for Princes Parade,
either with its proposed homes
and leisure centre, or perhaps as
an open space of amenity and
tranquillity alongside the Royal
Military Canal?
Folkestone saw off 19 other
UK places in a search by games
bosses to find Britain’s most
beau�ful town. There is a
Community Chance card in the
original Monopoly version
which says: ‘You have won
Second Prize in a Beauty
Contest’ – “Well Folkestone
has now very much won first
prize!” concludes Jennifer.
The Folkestone Monopoly
edi�on will be available from
March 2020 in all major
retailers, as well as the usual
online retail sites.

Looker readers have un�l
September 30th to suggest likely
local landmarks, cards and tokens
to feature in the new Monopoly
Folkestone Edi�on board game –
perhaps you would like to see
sites from the Marsh included
such as the RH&D Railway,
Na�onal Nature Reserve or
Dungeness Power Sta�on? 
Email Jennifer Lau at:
jennifer.lau@winningmoves.co.u
k, and we’d be delighted to be
copied in with your ideas at:
info@thelooker.co.uk

Folkestone passes Go in monopoly bid

• Is this how the proposed board game might look?
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The 44th Folkestone Trawler Race was held on Saturday and Sunday (17th and 18th August)
with upwards of 2000 people a�ending this very popular event.
The weather was uncertain in the days
leading up to this much an�cipated event –
but it was warm and bright and the rain held
off. There was a fair bit of gusty wind though,
which was refreshing for those watching in
the warm sunshine, but making it a li�le
tricky for those who were racing that day.
The Folkestone Trawler Race with the more
recently added Speedboat and Ra� races
have evolved from events held, back in the
day, to celebrate our fishermen and the
local fishing industry. Our fishermen go out
in all weathers and the breezes this
weekend didn’t stop the Trawler, Speedboat
and Ra� teams from le	ng their hair down
and having a splashing good �me.

Organised by Cath Mison and Terry Noakes
of Folkestone Trawlers, with help from Sue
Pope, Stevie Makins and Rosalie Terry, with
funding from F&HDC councillors, the two
day i�nerary was packed full of things to
see and do. Saturdays events kicked off
with the Mayor of Folkestone Cllr Jackie
Meade when she opened the event which
commenced with a parade of Crews and
Boats (in fancy dress) in readiness for the
days races. Due to the high winds it was
decided that the race couldn’t safely go
ahead – but the Trawler crews more than
made up for it with the Ba�le of the Flour.
It all started innocently enough with the
trawlers circling around in the outer

harbour, some spor�ng colourful flags and
bun�ng and even the skull and crossbones
was flying high. Suddenly the trawler crews
proceeded to pelt each other with bags of
flour. Not content with covering the other
crews with flour – bystanders on the Quay
and even on the Harbour Arm came in for
a floury pel�ng too. With youngsters
picking up any unbroken flour bags and
lobbing them back at the crews – it was
floury mayhem.
The Organisers decided to award all of the
race entrants as winners for taking part. The
award for Best Dressed Boat, sponsored by
Folkestone Fisherman’s Associa�on, went
to Viking Princess FE137. The award for
Best Dressed Crew, sponsored by The
Mariners pub, went to Valen�ne FE20.
The Ra� Race 1st place was awarded to
‘501 Divers’ with a very close 2nd place
going to the allgirl team on ‘The George’,
following by 3rd place awarded to the
‘McCrory’ Team from The Ship Inn.
Not all the fun happened on the water, along
the Quay there was something for all the
family food stalls, children’s a�rac�ons, pop
up stalls and live music, a fish pie compe��on
– the Na�onal Coastwatch Ins�tu�on was
there promo�ng the great work it does, and
with their famous tombola too. The ‘Guess The
Number of Shells’ in the container compe��on

was won by Edward with his extremely close
guess of 1363 shells (there were 1355 shells),
for which he was awarded £60.

By the end of the weekend Cath Mison and
her team were exhausted, but not too
exhausted to celebrate yet another
fabulous community event. Cath said
“Wow, what a weekend – despite all the
worry over the weather  it actually turned
out great. As always the Trawlers put on a
brilliant show – the costumes were fantas�c
as were the Motor Boats. Ra� Race was
excellent especially the ladies team from the
Mariners and Royal George. Loved the Fish
Pies – just needed some more entries really.
We had an amazing �me – thank you to all
who helped Terry and I especially Sue Pope.
Can’t wait to see you all on the Quay next
year and remember to support your
fishermen and buy fresh fish”.

Trawler race: splashing good �me
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HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS

INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC

Our quality Work is Guaranteed & 
Installed to British & Brett Standard

PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266

Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com

www. .com
NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

Do you want a dead sheep or a dead
dog? it's our responsibility to care for
all animals, be they yours or others.

Sadly, and unsurprisingly, local media
has recently seen terrible pictures of
dead livestock attacked, maimed and
killed by local dog owners. You might
move to correct me and say surely it's
the dogs that did the damage? But it
wasn't, it was their owners.
The often-quoted owner defence of
"I didn't know they were there" at the
scene of another mauling is just a
terrible excuse. Paying for the damage
done isn't a solution. It’s time people
were punished in the courts for such
incidents, as always, pleading to
people's good nature to stop things
doesn't cut it, if there was a real threat
of a criminal record ... well that's
another matter entirely.
I have a lot of sympathy with the
farmers, whether they have footpaths
or bridleways running across their land
or not, it is a sad inevitability that their
livestock is at some point going to
come under attack by a bad dog owner.
By law, farmers can shoot dogs that
present a threat to their animals. Dog
owners often bristle when they see
these signs as an affront to their dog
walking liberties. This is completely the
wrong attitude and shines a light on
the heart of the matter. People will not
take dog ownership seriously.

It's not about a nice house pet or a
lovely walk across the fields, it's about
taking responsibility at all times. In
recent weeks I have seen pictures of
dead sheep attacked by an owner out
with her toddler, I have seen a dog
walker in Ashford with a pack of five
dogs ending in a mass mauling. That
dog walker is still going, she got
flowers from her friends to help her
recover from this "stressful time" she
had. Are you serious!!!!!!
I have also seen a big appeal online to
chase down a farmer who shot a Husky
that worried a number of animals. The
owner’s defense? "The animals just
appeared, he was the friendliest dog
ever" and such forth. I am not mocking
the owner, I am not disputing the
dog's reported nature and what they
meant to the owner, but again it's
ignoring the key point, do not put your
dog in these situations. If you don't
know if livestock are around, you see
that long dangly thing in your hand?
That's a lead, use it!!
It doesn't add up does it? Animals are
animals, we cannot take a position
whereby society places a higher higher
value on some over others. If you don't
want deaths, if you don't want to run
the risk of causing stress to yourself or
other people, the answer is simple,
if you choose to ignore it, you choose
to accept the risk.

Oh My Dog!
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Fi�h Con�nent’s dig for 
by Andrew South

The Old Rectory in Brenze� was the
site of a community effort last week to
uncover the remains of an original
medieval vicarage building. The four
day archaeological dig brought
together people of all ages and
experience in a fascina�ng mission of
discovery back in �me.

Ini�ally suggested by Robyn Collins of the
Brenze� History Group, the dig was the last
in the summer season organised by the
Fi�h Con�nent team’s Heritage Officer,
Lucie Bolton.
“We started with geophysical images from
above which showed that there had
definitely been some sort of construc�on
next to the current building at some point,”
Lucie told me on the morning of the third
day of the dig, where the Old Rectory
garden was pockmarked with piles of spoil
and pits, me�culously being worked on by
small teams of enthusias�c diggers and
scrapers.
“Having discovered that there had been
something on the site, we undertook
further research in the archives in
Maidstone which revealed that the building
dated from 1313, so when we arrived here
we were able to stake out roughly where
we thought the walls may have been.”
This is where the real detec�ve work starts,
with each plunge of the spade or trowel
poten�ally revealing something new. The
rectangular trenches are excavated in
layers, and systema�cally arranged along
the suspected line of the walls, to minimise
disrup�on and possible damage to the
Rectory’s beau�ful garden!
Only a few inches down, the diggers had
found a line of what appeared to be a
ramshackle wall consis�ng of bits of flint,
stones and even some random bones. It was
odd to think that 800 hundred years ago,

people had expended �me, effort and care
in building such a rudimentary structure by
today’s standards and aiming to sa�sfy their
everyday needs for food, water and shelter.
“My view is that this was probably a wooden
building and that this was a base wall, which
would explain why the �mber frame has
long since decomposed,” explained Lucie.
However, the most produc�ve trench was
one which was thought to be an original
rubbish �p – a sort of prototype mini
landfill site – which turned up a potpourri
of broken earthenware, pots, dishes and a
cache of animal bones, mostly sheep and
ca�le it seems. There were also plenty of
oyster shells which would have been
offered to farmworkers due to the
mollusc’s riverine and coastal abundance in
the area at that �me.

There were also many medieval bricks,
iden�fiable from their much smaller and
thinner form and without the ‘frog’ – the
central hollow or groove we recognise in
modern bricks.
But there is much more to the art of
archaeological than digging up the detritus
of genera�ons past – it became apparent
that this was much more about the piecing
together of an intricate chronological
jigsaw, with a �meline that began
1.2 metres deep.
Every item has to be cleaned of extraneous
centuries of accumulated dirt, mostly with
the use of differing heads of toothbrushes,
which seemed wholly appropriate when it
came to cleaning out the toothy ruminant
jawbones from centuries past. The exact
loca�on of each discovery is recorded, and

picture courtesy of Russell Bates

picture courtesy of Russell Bates
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history in Brenze� ...
the piece then bagged for later
inves�ga�on and classifica�on. One item
being cleaned by Lucie’s grandfather Derek,
was an old thrupenny bit – the original
forerunner of ‘Bitcoin’ perhaps?
For 11yearold Nathaniel from Lydd, this
was a dream come true. “He is absolutely
nuts about history – especially where
smugglers and pirates are concerned,” his
mum tells me, while her son was
completely absorbed with the task in hand.
“He wanted to find a young archaeological
group, but we saw this event adver�sed
and thought it would be an ideal first
experience of being involved in a dig.”
This seemed a perfect way to while away a
few hours for anyone of any age, experience
or level of knowledge – you certainly don’t
need to be an expert to scrape your way
through layers of compacted soil, with the
prospect of the next inch of dirt revealing a
precious artefact, now free to tell its historic
story to its finders.

Eve from New Romney had come across the
Fi�h Con�nent’s archaeological work when
they had worked on plots in St. Mar�n’s
Field in the town earlier in the summer.
“I have a degree in archaeology, but
somehow my life took a different path,” she
told me. “But I rediscovered my interest
when I joined the work in St. Mar�n’s Field,
and have also done some graveyard
surveys on the Marsh.
“I have had to relearn techniques, but
some of the volunteers here are so
experienced and really helpful. The history
of the Marsh is complicated – smugglers,
churches, communi�es – so it is important
to record and remember the past before it
disappears.”
Also on site was Tom Ward who won the
Fi�h Con�nent’s 72hour film challenge

earlier this summer, and was filming the
excava�on over the four days for a
forthcoming short video.
“Winning that compe��on has certainly
opened up new opportuni�es for me, and
will look good on my CV,” he told me. “One
idea I am working on is an animated film of
what the Marsh may have looked like
centuries ago.”
But what of the owner, whose garden was
being turned into something of an organised
holey mess, which to some may seem fi	ng
given that Russell Bates is a Minister who is
all yours to officiate at funerals, weddings
and Christenings to order.
“We moved here eight years ago,” he told me
as we watched the digging con�nue over a
welcome cup of tea. “Although the first date
we know of a vicarage here is 1313, there
are s�ll gaps in the story which involves
Henry VIII and Catherine Parr. There is quite
a bit of informa�on at Canterbury Cathedral
and the wellknown Marsh name of
‘Brockman’ appears almost con�nually, on
the basis that if it was your name, you would
become the Vicar and if not, the Vicar would
be given the name of ‘Brockman’!”
It seems that the grinding of wheels within
wheels has been a recurringly resonant
sound on the Marsh for centuries…
And on the fourth day, the dig did finish.
Hundreds of pieces of artefacts will be
taken away for further analysis as part of
the Fi�h Con�nent’s heritage remit to work
with landowners to help them value the
archaeological features on their land.
"It was great to have so many people of all
genera�ons come to give their �me to help

with this dig," Lucie told me a�er the dig
had finished.  "Unfortunately we are s�ll
not able to say for certain if we found the
vicarage, but we did find the remains of a
founda�on trench which appears to have
been ‘robbed out’ with some building
material s�ll remaining. We cannot say how
old this building is but it is likely to be the
one on the original image."
The next port of call for the Scheme’s
Heritage team will be an exci�ng a�empt
to rediscover the original old port of
Romney Port, beginning in September
which we’ll keep you tapped into. For all
informa�on about the Fi�h Con�nent’s
heritage and other projects, check out:
www.fi�hcon�nent.org.uk, and Robyn
Collins can be contacted by email at:
Brenze�HistoryGroup@gmail.com.
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• Image showing the suspected outline of the original vicarage (KCC copyright)
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DUNGENESS

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ
NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10

FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM

Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD
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Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Swallows
Swallows are a na�onal favourite with their aeroba�c
displays dipping and dar�ng to catch flying insects.

They come to the UK every year to breed in the summer. They
make the most of the UK summer�me having two broods of
chicks before they make their long journey back to Africa. They
can gather in large numbers in the Autumn before they migrate
feeding up ensure they have enough energy for the long trip.
They are easily spo�ed usually gathering on telephone lines and
poles in their hundreds or even thousands. 
They are iden�fied by their red chin and their longer tail feathers
either side of the tail which s�ck out like streamers. They usually
fly in groups and can gather in large numbers during migra�on
�me. Evening roosts can easily exceed a hundred individual
birds. Numbers are down this year which is thought to be down
to severe storms in the Mediterranean and Africa in the winter
just gone. Swallows are a na�on’s favourite with their aerial
displays of diving and swooping at speed. 
In early September swallows will start to migrate back to Africa.
They are autumn migrators and spend their winter in South
Africa  they travel through western France, across the
Pyrenees, down eastern Spain into Morocco and across the
Sahara. They migrate by day at low al�tudes and find food on
the way. Despite accumula�ng some fat reserves before
crossing large areas such as the Sahara Desert, they are
vulnerable to starva�on during these crossings. Migra�on is a
hazardous �me and many birds die from starva�on, exhaus�on
and in storms. They can travel up to 200 miles a days and fly at
speeds between 17mph and 22mph. They have been known to
travel faster with a helping hand from the wind. Swallows
migrate an impressive 6000miles twice a year between the UK
and South Africa!
Keep an eye out for these li�le guys before they embark on their
migratory journey. If you are interested in learning more about
UK wildlife come to our guided walks or volunteer tasks which
are found on our website www.rmcp.co.uk . There will be loads
of different birds moving through the Romney Marsh so keep
you eyes peeled! Let us know if you see anything interes�ng.

Jake Jones – Dungeness Ranger
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Look for a Book
This is a great local ini�a�ve started by
local women – the idea is that they collect
childrens books, pop them into ziplock
plas�c bags to keep them dry, including a
covering le�er to explain about the project,
and then hide them in places around
Folkestone – the ini�a�ve is called ‘Look
for a Book Folkestone’.

This project was was set up by a group of
women belonging to the Facebook
Folkestone Ladies Social Club group a�er
Niki Green, a member and owner of ‘The
Contented Child, Child Wellbeing
Consultancy’ posted an ar�cle about the
ini�a�ve being implemented in another area.

Niki felt strongly that it was something that
would benefit the young people of
Folkestone and surrounding areas. A�er
floa�ng the idea in the FB group and then
receiving offers of help and promises of
books a core group was set up.
This group worked hard in labelling, packing
up and hiding books just about everywhere
across Folkestone. Eight days later over 400
books have been hidden and many found
around Folkestone and surrounding areas.
Photographs of young people hiding and

finding books are uploaded on the Facebook
and Instagram pages – and the joy on their
faces when they find a book is a delight!
Children are also deligh�ng in seeing their
books found by other children. Books are
now star�ng to travel to other areas and we
look forward to seeing where they end up.
Not only are children finding, reading and
then hiding books they have found, they
are also dona�ng their own books for the
benefit of other children.
Giving is strongly linked to wellbeing, in a
�me when we are seeing escala�ng issues
with mental health in our youngsters. Huge
thanks for this great ini�a�ve go to Niki with
lots of help from Holly, Jo, Sarah, Michelle
and Jenny without whom it would not have
been such a success. You can follow this
group on Facebook group ‘Folkestone Look
For A Book’, or contact Niki on Facebook if
you want to find out more.



Our Man in
Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

There has been much specula�on recently that when the House
of Commons returns to sit in the first week of September, the
Labour Party will table a mo�on of noconfidence in the
government.
The purpose for this mo�on would not just be to force a general
elec�on, which is typically why votes such as these are called,
but instead to install an interim na�onal government which
Jeremy Corbyn believes should be led by him. There is no
modern precedent for this, as when na�onal governments have
been formed in the past the opposi�on leaders have joined the
exis�ng government to set aside partypoli�cal disputes at a
�me of crisis. As the Conserva�ve Party though, with the
support of the Democra�c Unionist Party from Northern Ireland,
has an overall majority in the House of Commons, a vote of no
confidence could only pass if some of our own supporters
backed it. Whilst I hope that this wouldn’t be in doubt, I would
nevertheless like to state to readers of this column for the record,
that this is something I certainly will not do.
The Prime Minister’s strategy is for the UK to leave the European
Union with a transi�onal deal in place that would allow us to
maintain free and open trade with the rest of Europe, whilst a
permanent trading agreement is being nego�ated. Boris Johnson
has rightly said that whilst we are seeking to achieve this deal,
our membership of the EU will end with or without it on 31st
October. I think it would be wrong however to cut across this
process now by trying to bring down the government, without
giving it the chance to achieve its objec�ve.
Some have said that the purpose of tabling a vote of no
confidence in the government is to make sure we do not have a
‘nodeal Brexit.’ That is not the case, the objec�ve of the
Opposi�on par�es is to stop Brexit altogether. In this regards, a
Jeremy Corbyn led na�onal government would hardly be a force
for unity, as it would exclude all of those working to achieve
Brexit by 31st October. Jeremy Corbyn has made clear that he
now wants there to be another referendum, and that the Labour
Party would then campaign for the UK to remain in the EU. The
Liberal Democrats leader has also said that there are no
circumstances in which she would accept Brexit.
I respect the result of the EU referendum in 2016 and have voted
in parliament to see it implemented. The only way we will achieve
a good deal to leave the EU, that will allow us to trade freely with
them without binding us into ins�tu�ons that we have no say in
running, will be if other European leaders believe that the UK is
prepared to walk away without a deal if that is what it takes. The
efforts of Jeremy Corbyn and others are seeking to undermine
this strategy, and if they are allowed to succeed the only winners
from his approach will be the EU. That is why I will do all I can to
stop them.
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LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,
SOUTHLANDS ALMS TRUST EDUCATIONAL GRANTS
Do you have children or grandchildren who live within the Parish of
New Romney who are under the age of 25 and are con�nuing in
further educa�on, voca�onal training, appren�ceships, going to
university or college? Then the Trustees of The Southlands Alms Trust
invite you to apply for a Grant.
Please apply in wri�ng for an applica�on form from Mrs. U. Wording,
Clerk to the Trustees, Southlands Educa�on Charity, c/o Town Hall,
High Street, New Romney, Kent TN28 8BT. Applica�ons must be
received before 1st October.
In the past, applicants who have been awarded a grant have received
up to £600.
Mrs. Sally Maycock

Dear Looker,
I am wri�ng to you with regard to four Disabled Parking Bays which
were installed in the sec�on of road on Rolfe Lane which leads to the
Romney Marsh Day Centre. These bays were installed when the road
was resurfaced a few years ago. I have been in contact with the local
Council to find out if the applica�on to make them Legally
Enforceable was ever made, but as usual despite several calls I am
being given the runaround, given your knowledge and resources
would it be possible for you to obtain this informa�on, �me is of the
essence as there are people who have been issued �ckets, and they
only have fourteen days to lodge an appeal.
Thank you for your �me
Mr M Joynson

Dear Looker,
I would like to thank the Lydd Scouts and their Leaders for hos�ng
the most enjoyable coffee morning for the Lydd Demen�a Café
earlier this month.
Huge thanks as well to the Seaside Singers for entertaining us so
wonderfully, and thanks too to the Lydd Demen�a Café steering
group for all their hard work.
Grateful thanks also all those who supported the event.
Vicki Dawson, Lydd

Dear Looker,
I am a volunteer at the Romney Marsh Day Centre. Some�mes I help
to maintain our lovely garden at the rear of our building along with
another volunteer, Paul Golding.
Throughout the summer we have had the large double doors open,
and to be outside working while hearing all the chat, laughter and
some�mes singing from the Centre's day room is a tonic in itself 
and the wonderful smells from the kitchen are a delight. I would
recommend the Centre to anyone and there many opportuni�es for
volunteering.
Mrs Janet Singleton 

Well, mother didn’t die . And nor did she get any
new slippers. But there was cake and
enough flowers to give the entire
town hay fever. But who donated
the packet of crisps … mmm.

Mr P had his regular turn and took
to his bed with two lightly boiled
eggs, a bowl of strawberries and
three chocolate biscuits. I refused
him a doughnut, telling him they
Interacted badly with paracetamol.

Venturing into town for a peaceful
cup of coffee, I was interested to
spot a white van driven by a man wearing a large hat. His
accomplice who was certainly a geezer, was hatless and of slim
build which surprised me somewhat as he was bundling a rather
large woman into the back.

Now, from the look her she would have been more than capable of
flattening him with one hand. So perhaps she was not pushed but
made a choice. Who knows?

I was not sufficiently alarmed to intervene. But I logged the
incident in my handy Notebook. Luckily I carry it in my basket at all
times.

Getting off the bus with an acacquaintaneither were approached
by two boys. Well they all look young to me. They asked if either of
us were over 70 … Well I am not and don’t look it if my mirror is
telling the truth.

Apparently they had a school project to photograph women of a
certain age. Can’t think what it could have been. Highly indignant,
in Dick Emery style we cluttered off. Oh how we laughed …

Mrs P’s Diary

G. NEWING 
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065

Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer 

NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor

Trust mark and Real Registered
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LOCAL CRICKET
Willesborough 2199 v Lydd 128 all out
Willesborough won by 91 runs
The home side won the toss in this friendly match and decided to
bat first. A�er their 40 overs, they had 219 runs on the board for
the loss of nine wickets. For the Lydders, Alec Lindsey took 320,
Dan Anderson 231 and Lawrence Addy 246.
Despite a good 52 from Dan Anderson, the visitors couldn’t really
put a score together and only Mar�n Ham with 18 and Steve Smith
with 16 reached double figures.

New Romney 1935 v Beckley Park 1327
New Romney won by 61 runs
In this friendly game, New Romney ba�ed first and made 1935
a�er 35 overs thanks to a stand of 109 for the second wicket from
Luke Paton and Rowen Sharkey. Luke topscored with 76 and
Rowen made 55. Luke Paton hit seven fours and five sixes in his
knock and Captain Elliot Symonds finished on 18 not out.
The visitors struggled when they ba�ed and finished on 1327.
Luke Paton took 39 and Spencer Sharkey took 216.

Borden 1909 v Brookland 135 all out
Borden won by 55 runs
Brookland won the toss and elected to field. The home side finished
on 1909 a�er their 40 overs with Craig Pierce taking 233 for the
Marsh side.
Brookland could only manage 135 all out when they went in with
Craig Pierce (53) and Fran Bryley (25) being the top scorers.

Pe� 111 all out v Lydd 1143
Lydd won by seven wickets
Pe� won the toss in this friendly match and ba�ed first. Lydd’s
bowlers were always on top and the home side were all out for 111
in the 22nd over. Stephen Fletcher took 322 and Mar�n Ham 
340 with Steve Smith and Suru Patel also grabbing a couple
of wickets.
Another good innings from Dan Anderson with 56 not out and
23 from Adam Lindsey saw the Lydders to victory with 11 overs
to spare.

Willesborough 2353 v 
New Romney 2371
New Romney won by nine wickets

In this highscoring friendly game, the feature was a couple of
centuries. Willesborough ba�ed first and made 2353 thanks to
100 not out from Adam Satur.
On a good wicket, the visitors replied with 237 for the loss of only
one wicket. Luke Paton with 16 fours and five sixes made 131 and
Elliot Symonds scored 86.

Holcombe & Blue Bell 192 all out v Brookland 1943
Brookland won by seven wickets
The home side ba�ed first in this league match and were all out for
192. Craig Pierce took 423 with Daxesh Patel and Jack Keen also
taking a couple of wickets.
Thanks to 84 not out from Sco� Balcomb, Brookland scored the
winning run in the 34th over. Craig Pierce scored 50 and Bradley
Harper 44. Brookland remain third in the Kent Village League.

LOCAL FOOTBALL
Lydd Town 1 SC Thamesmead 3

Lydd started their Southern Coun�es
East season with a home defeat to
SC Thamesmead. The visitors scored
twice in the first half, including a penalty, to go
into the break with a twogoal lead. They increased their lead in the
53rd minute but the Lydders could only get one back, thanks to a
85th minute goal from Ryan Smith.

Rusthall 6 Lydd Town 0

Their second defeat in a row see the Lydders at the bo�om of the
league table. The home side were four up a�er 25 minutes and
scored another couple in the second half.

LOOKER SPORT

Telephone:
0800 032 2699

T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside, 
Old House Lane, Brookland,

New Romney TN29 9RN



Thursday 29th August

Lydd Mee�ng Point, Hardy Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30pm

Friday 30th August

Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 11am
St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1pm4pm
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm
(710 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.307.30pm
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (1115 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 31st August

Coffee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am
Coffee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10.30am12.30pm
Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 10am12noon
Sound Mirrors Open Day, Greatstone,
10am3pm
Book Swap, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 2pm4pm
The Haywardians, Dymchurch Methodist
Church, 7.30pm

Sunday 1st September
Romney Marsh Ploughing Society Annual
Compe��on & Dog Show, Ham Mill Lane,
Hamstreet, 10am
Marsh Exhibi�on, Old School, New
Romney, 2pm4.30pm

Monday 2nd September
Cra�ers & Kni�ers, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10am
Dymchurch Mee�ng Point, Methodist
Church, 10am
Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm3.45pm
New Romney 65 Club, Presco� House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30pm

Tuesday 3rd September
Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10am
Greatstone Mee�ng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am
Lydd Demen�a Café, Methodist Church
Hall, 10am12noon
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
5.30pm7pm
Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
6.30pm (16 years plus)
New Romney Cra� Group, Old School, 7pm
Open Mic Evening, Shepherd & Crook,
Burmarsh, 7.30pm

Wednesday 4th September
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village
Hall, 9.30am1pm
Romney Marsh Walking Society,
Appledore Village Hall, 10am (6 miles)
Purly Girlies for Kni�ers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm
Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 2pm4pm
Country Mice Needle Cra� Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Friday 6th September
Marsh Ink Writers Group, St. Mary's Bay
Village Hall, 10am12pm (Contact: Mary
Leadbe�er on 07714 064293)

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
Thursdays: Footcare 9am4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am12noon
Fridays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service 9am
11am; Footcare 9am4pm; Tone Up &
Tighten Up 2.30pm3.30pm
Mondays: Footcare 9am4pm; Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am; One You
Weight Management 1.30pm; First
Monday of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic
9am11am
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service
9am11am; NHS Health Walk 10am;
Stop Smoking Clinic 12.30pm4.30pm;
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am11am
Wednesdays: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am11.30am; Art Group 11am
12noon; Pilates 4.15pm5.15pm

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Contact The Looker:
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ • Telephone: 01797 364837 • email: info@thelooker.co.uk

News or Story? Contact David Wimble, 07853 309290 • email: info@thelooker.co.uk
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All material supplied to this publica�on is at the owner’s risk. Reproduc�on in whole or in part of this publica�on is strictly prohibited and without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the property of The LOOKER
newspaper and Marsh Media Limited.

Ride and Stride
This annual event, which invites people to ride a cycle or
walk around our old churches for sponsorship, takes place
on September 14th. Most churches are taking part, and will
be open all day, and forms can be found in all the churches.
Si�ers are in the churches to sign forms, and many
churches provide refreshments, or have mini fairs, with
stalls. Si�ers can also be sponsored. You can take your
canine friend along, but they must be kept on a lead.
Although mechanised transport is forbidden, it is OK to use
a mobility scooter. The proceeds are divided between your
home church, and the Friends of Kent Churches. Sponsor
forms can be picked up in any church taking part.
Food Banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.30
7pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.307.30pm.
If you have problems feeding your family, you can obtain
vouchers from the Community church on 01797 366855
or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
They have a list of immediate necessi�es including LL milk,
�nned meals, coffee, �nned cold meat, �nned or li�le pots
of custard and instant mash. Many church have collec�ons
points, and all �nned and packet food, well in date, is
welcome, but at the moment, they DO NOT need �nned
beans or soup, teabags, pasta or dried rice.

Brenze�, St Eanswith
September 8. 6pm, Patronal service. This church is not
usually open, so all are invited to come along and see inside
this lovely old church.

Brookland, St Augus�ne
Following on from success of previous events, there will be
a pop up bar in the bell tower on Saturday, September 14
from 7pm onwards. (For strangers, the Bell tower is on the
ground in church yard long story!!)
C/E PRIMARY SCHOOL. If you have a child due to start
school next September, 2020, ie born between 1.9.15 and
31.8.16, the school is holding open days for new parents.
These are on Tuesday November 12th and Thursday,
November 21st, from 9.30am to 11.30am. If you cannot
make these days, or have any ques�ons ring the school on
01797 344317
VILLAGE HALL MARKET. The next one will be held on
Saturday, September 7th, 10amnoon. Usual wide variety
of stalls, with delicious refreshment. Help is needed to put
the tables away a�erwards, if anyone is willing to help. It is
only half hour.

Dymchurch Methodist Church
Haywardians Concert. Saturday, August 31st at 7.30pm.
Come along to a lively evening of mixed choral music, by
this very popular local choir. Proceeds are for the church’s
new hea�ng system which needs complete replacement.

Dymchurch, St Monica’s RC Church
Sunday, Mass at 8.30am. Vigil, the evening before Holy
Days of Obliga�on, at 7.30pm.

Fairfield St Thomas
The next service will be on Sunday, September 1st at 10am
and will be a Holy Communion.

Greatstone St Peter
Saturday, August 31st. 10amnoon. Big coffee morning, in
aid of the New Hall Fund. Stalls and raffle.
Pebbles Demen�a Café, St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd Thursday
of each month a demen�a café will take place from
10.30amnoon, so the next one will be on September 12th,
from 10.30midday. Anyone interested may come along,
carers and those with demen�a and memory problems, or
anyone with queries on the subject.

FILM SHOWS. These are held on the first Monday
a�ernoon of each month, in St Peter’s hall . The next one
will be on September 7th. The hall opens at 1.45 for 2 pm
start. Call Tricia, church warden, on 01797 363002 for this
month’s �tle. These are proving quite popular and a good
cross sec�on of different types of film are shown.

Ivychurch St George
Pop up café and informa�on Hub. The next visit of this
community ini�a�ve will be on Wednesday, September
4th, from 10.30am12.30pm. It also serves as an
informa�on hub so if you need any advice, do come along.
Everyone is warmly invited, and tea and cake will be served.
If you need a li�, ring Liza on 07771 661871.
Produce in the Porch. Some parishioners have been leaving
spare produce and preserves in the porch, for visitors to
buy with a dona�on. If you would like to help in this way,
do leave some produce.

Lydd, All Saints
Food Bank. Held on Fridays in the Hardy Hall from 6.30
7.30pm. If you are struggling to feed your family, see
informa�on at head of ar�cle for more details.
MESSY CHURCH. Sunday, September 7th in church at
4pm. Lots of cra�, stories, fun and food. All welcome,
especially if you haven’t been before, open to all primary
school aged children.
The bell ringing group, and Friends of Lydd Church, who
look a�er the fabric of the building, would welcome
volunteers. The dedicated group of supporters are ge	ng
older or moving away, and new members are needed.
There is no age limit to learning to ring, as long as you can
physically manage it.
BOOK SWAP. There will be another of the popular book
swaps in the Hardy Hall, Lydd on Saturday, August 31st,
from 24pm. Bring any book you no longer want and swap
it for any other. All swaps are free, and you can come along
and take away any you fancy, even if you have none to
swap. Delicious refreshments are on sale. Organised by
Romney Marsh Community Church.
Christmas Shoeboxes(Samaritans Purse). The church is
organising another collected of Shoeboxes full of presents
for children in poorer countries. You can choose the age
and sex of the child you want to donate to, and a leaflet
with guidance, and a list of suitable things, can be found in
the churches. You can also give dona�ons of any of these
gi�s, even if you don’t feel you can do a whole box. Boxes
can be provided if necessary. Sorry to bring up the C word
so early, but they have to be in by early November, in order
to reach the children by Christmas.

Lydd Methodist Church
Demen�a Café. The church hall hosts this event, on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month, so the next one will
be on September 3rd from 10amnoon. Refreshments, and
informa�on and help available to all involved, both pa�ents
and carers. All warmly welcome, even if you just want to
find out more.

New Romney, St Nicholas
Messy church. Next get together, Friday, September 27th,
3.154.30pm This ac�vity for all primary aged children is
full of fun, stories, music, worship, and learning about the
Chris�an Faith. The success of this group means that more
helpers are always needed. Ring Penny on 01797 362560
if you are interested.
The next coffee morning will be on Saturday, September
21st, from 10amnoon.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul
The next coffee morning will be on Saturday, September
7th, from 10.30am12.30pm. All welcome, stalls and
raffles.

Romney Marsh Community Church
FOOD BANK. The church operates a food bank, on
Tuesday evenings from 5.30 7pm. If you, or anyone you
know, is in a crisis, and unable to feed themselves or their
family, vouchers can be obtained from the local clergy and
ministers. See note at head of column for further detail, and
details for dona�ons, which are always warmly welcomed.
All the midweek children’s ac�vi�es begin again on the
week commencing September 9th. For any queries, ring
church office on 01797 366855. The toddler group s�ll has
a wai�ng list, but the children’s Friday club for primary aged
children, has spaces. Just come along at 6.30pm and find
out more.
BOOK SWAP. There will be another of the popular Book
Swaps in the Lydd Hardy Hall from 24pm on Saturday,
August 31st. Come along and swap any books you like, and
take away any you like! Delicious refreshments will be for
sale. All welcome, even if you don’t have books to swap.
The church operates a food bank, on Tuesday evenings
from 5.30 7pm. If you, or anyone you know, is in a crisis,
and unable to feed themselves or their family, vouchers can
be obtained from the local clergy and ministers. See note
at head of column for further detail, and details for
dona�ons, which are always warmly welcomed.
The church is running 2 Alpha courses, one in the evening,
and one in the a�ernoon, star�ng in September, for any
who may be interested in the Chris�an faith, and
answering serious life ques�ons. These are informal
discussions, with a meal and a video, and all ques�ons are
welcome. Ring above church office for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans
The funeral of David Body, a much loved and long �me
church warden takes place at Charing Crematorium on
Tuesday, September 3rd, at midday. A�erwards a memorial
service will take place at the church at 2.30pm.
Next service will be on Sunday, September 8th, at 9am and
will be Holy Communion.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints
QUIZ AND PLOUGHMANS. Saturday, September 14th at
7.30pm in the church hall. All welcome for some fellowship
and keeping the grey cells in shape! Details and �ckets
from Pauline.
Monday, September 23, Bingo and Tea a�ernoon, 2.30pm
in the church hall.

St Mary in the Marsh
Songs of Praise service on Sunday, September 8 at
6.30pm.If you have a favourite hymn you would like
included, send you nomina�on to Andrew Sinden at Fenny
Bridges, St Mary in the Marsh, RM Kent. TN29 0DE, or
email asinden@vfast.co.uk
The church choir always welcomes new members, they
meet on Wednesday evening for prac�ce at 7.30pm, so
just go along if interested. Contact number as above.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP

Wit and Wisdom
Adolescence is that �me in a child’s life when parents
become difficult. Ryan O’Neal.

Church Chuckle
Three small boys were asked what they did on Christmas
day. A vicar’s son said they had been to church and sung
carols, come home, had a great lunch and then opened his
presents. A RC boy said he had been to mass, come home,
sang carols, had a good lunch and opened his presents.
The third boy was Jewish and his father ran a toy shop,
and looking at the empty shelves, and healthy balance
sheet, said they had sung “what a friend we have in Jesus!”
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