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On the march for
climate action
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by Andrew South
Hundreds turned out in Folkestone
and elsewhere in the district last
Friday to campaign for action on
climate change, joining with
hundreds of millions in
150 countries around the world.
The ‘climate strike’ was scheduled
to raise global awareness of the
need for urgent action just days
before the United Nations
emergency climate summit taking
place in New York this week.
People turned out to back school
children who have been leading the
protest, meeting at the Junction
13 Café, before marching through
the town centre and down to the
Harbour.
Green Party parliamentary
candidate, Georgina Treloar
addressed the crowds, setting out
the issues, making the case for
direct protest with such urgency,
and highlighting the District
Council’s recent Climate &
Ecological Emergency declaration.

Big cash boost to shape
future of Marsh high streets
In a bid to reverse the national trend of shop closures
currently being reﬂected in our own towns, Folkestone &
Hythe District Council has announced an £800,000 cash
boost for high street initiatives on the Marsh – out of a total
Council pot of £3m for retail regeneration.

need of regeneration, following
the
announcement
by
Debenhams that it is to close its
town centre store next year,
prompting fears that other shops
could follow suit.

The whole amount had
originally been earmarked for
Folkestone, but after intervention
by Independent Marsh District
Councillor, David Wimble
(pictured), £800,000 in
regeneration grants has been
secured for high street initiatives
in Hythe, Dymchurch and New
Romney.

The Council began work on a
scheme for Folkestone Town
Centre in April, with a view to
regenerating the area around
the Debenhams premises.

The grants became available
after the Council identiﬁed
Folkestone as being in urgent

“Folkestone is the heart of our
district when it comes to high
street stores and shopping,” said
Cllr. Wimble after the conclusive
Council meeting, “but as a
nation we are changing the way
continued on Page 3
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we use the shops, with more
people choosing to either shop
online or use out-of-town retail
facilities - as a Council we want
to offer alternatives to the
traditional high street.”
The Council had earmarked
£3 million for initial planning on
a major overhaul of the way
Folkestone looks. With the work
taking place at the eastern end
of the town under Roger
DaHaan and the Creative
Quarter, the town centre is seen
by many as not being ﬁt for
purpose.
“When I was elected in May, I
promised that I would join the
Council Cabinet to ensure that
Romney Marsh and the districts
outside Folkestone got a look in
too,” continued Cllr. Wimble.
“Many people believe that the
Council’s priorities stop at the

bottom of Sandgate Hill, so this
was an ideal opportunity to try
to get some beneﬁt for the rest of
the district.”
Prior to the grant scheme going
to Cabinet for ratiﬁcation, it went
to the cross-party scrutiny group,
with some councillors in support
of spending the total £3m on the
town centre and others believing
it should be divided more fairly.
When the scheme was put
forward for the decision, Cllr.
Wimble had originally asked for
£500,000 to be allocated to
the areas outside Folkestone.
“This Council is the most diverse
in many years so what is the
point of having a scrutiny
committee if you don’t listen to
them?” he pointed out. “So I felt
a compromise was needed. I
was originally told I would be
lucky to get half a million as the
money
was
earmarked

exclusively for Folkestone, but I
pointed out that other high street
businesses also need support, so
the scrutiny argument backed
my bid to secure £800,000. I
am delighted that the fairer
division of funds was agreed.
“This funding is not just a free for
all,” Cllr. Wimble explained.
“Scheme grants over £10,000
will need to be match funded, but
it is important to make the grants
accessible to individuals and
community groups too, or for
anyone who has an idea for a
project to improve the economy
and well-being of the towns.
Although it is designated to the
high streets, I think applications to
improve the district as a whole
should be considered.”
One suggestion has been the
creation of an identity for New
Romney as an historic
destination,
with
the

commissioning of a large
welcome sign, similar to the ones
in Hastings, using a mosaic
depicting the town’s crest.
The scheme will launch online on
October 1st via the Folkestone
and Hythe website, with
applications invited through an
easy to use online form. The
awards are expected to be
made between November
2019 and March 2020, while
funds are available.
The news came as the UK
Government announced a
package of £95m to be shared
between 69 historic English
towns and cities in a bid to
combat the daily closure of
about 16 shops a day, as they
restructure businesses and more
shopping moves online. None of
our towns will beneﬁt from the
£14.3m allocated to London and
the south east from this package.
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Folkestone’s St Peter’s Church
welcomes new Priest in Charge
The Service to license and install the
new Mission Priest in Charge of St
Peter’s Church in Folkestone has taken
place exactly 150 years to the day that
St. Peter’s held its ﬁrst service.
The Reverend Prebendary Mark
Haldon-Jones has moved to his new
post in Folkestone – but not for the
ﬁrst time, as Father Mark’s previous
parish was the Army, where he spent
time at Shorncliffe Garrison, and he
remains Hon Chaplain to the Welsh
Guards.

Father Mark enjoyed a distinguished
career as an Army Chaplain on Active
Service and previously, as the Vicar of
a large Grouped Beneﬁce in Wales.
Following Retirement from Army
Chaplaincy – being the longest-serving
Army Chaplain – Father Mark was
heavily involved with The Princes Trust,
The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
and Agencies in the Voluntary Sector.
Members of the Armed Forces were
present at the ceremony including

General Sir Adrian Bradshaw KCB OBE,
General Governor of the Royal Hospital
Chelsea who shared Father Mark’s
ministry in Afghanistan and in the
British Army.
Father Mark has many interests,
including skiing (having been a ski
Instructor in the Army), sailing, riding,
driving, reading (mostly biographies
and histories) and travelling.
Father Mark will be the Tenth Priest at
St. Peter’s. The Ninth Priest, Father
David Adlington passed away suddenly
last year.
• The Reverend Prebendary
Mark HaldonJones
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Jacqui's Encore winning display

Encore! Encore! for winning
blooms in Sandgate
by Andrew South
The results of the ‘Sandgate in Bloom’
Compeon, organised by Sandgate
Parish Council are now in. The
compeon sought to acknowledge
those businesses that are doing so
much to brighten the village during
the summer with their ﬂoral displays.
A guest “mystery shopper” was
around the village and Golden Valley,
to assess whose blooming display
came out top.
First prize went to Jacqui’s Encore.
The judge said “Jacqui’s Encore had
the largest profusion of colourful
blooms displayed outside and
deserved the ﬁrst prize”.
We rang Encore’s Jacqui Wilkinson to
ﬁnd out the secret of her success.
“I’ve been running the shop for 20
years and do a display every year, so
this was a great surprise!” she told
me. “I grow geraniums and ivy in a
butler’s sink, and single and double
anemones in baskets. I feed them
once a week and water them twice a
day during the hot weather, so there’s
no special secret!”

“I’m a frustrated gardener really,” she
said. “I only have a balcony at my ﬂat
on Sandgate seafront, so I put all my
eﬀort into my shop display.”

6 Priory Close, New Romney

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

Jacqui’s Encore is a new and nearly
new ladies’ dress shop, but its owner
is also a skilled seamstress who can
breathe new life into clothes that
need repair – pung the ‘encore’
back into clothes’ performance.
The runner up was Old English Pine,
which was praised for “their colourful
display in large butler sinks”. Highly
commended was The Providence Inn
for their rooop display of window
boxes.
Jackie from Encore was invited to the
Parish Council’s meeng last week to
receive her prize of a framed
cerﬁcate and bole of Champagne
from the chairman of Sandgate
Parish Council, Cllr Robert Bliss.

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS
INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC
Our quality Work is Guaranteed &
Installed to British & Brett Standard
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01797 344266
298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com
Tel:

Jacqui, who buys her plants from
Longacre Nursery in West Hythe,
believes it is important to make her
shopfront look aracve.

Mob: 07836

Cllr. Robert Bliss and winner, Jacqui Wilkinson
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Retired residents
left in lurch for
three weeks
by Andrew South

For those who don’t know it but
will no doubt have seen it,
Springwood Court is that large
residential block of ﬂats on the
corner of Church Road, near the
trafﬁc
lights
opposite
Sainsbury’s in New Romney.
However, for some of those who
live there, it recently became
something of a prison for three
weeks, while the only lift in the
building was out of order.

Built in 1987, it is a three-storey
mixed complex of 40 one or twobedroomed ﬂats for rental or

purchase by retired people over 55.
It is a well laid out development with
large communal lounge and neatlytended gardens. But at the end of
August, the sole means of access for
those with walking difﬁculties on
upper ﬂoors broke down.
The block is managed by First Port
based in Hampshire, which claims
to be Britain’s number one
retirement property specialist and
has been in business for more than
30 years. We tried several times by
‘phone and e-mail to elicit a
comment from the company about
the problem at Springwood, but
without success.
“For my wheelchair-bound mother, it
was like being in prison,” an
exasperated Tracy Buckingham told
The Looker when we went to chat
with residents about their plight. “We
had to cancel two hospital
appointments as there is simply no
way of being able to go downstairs.”

There are others on the ﬁrst and
second ﬂoors who are equally
dependent on the lift, including one
with Parkinson’s disease and
another who has recently had a
knee operation.

some stage have to be replaced.
However, within hours of The
Looker’s visit on a Friday morning,
the lift had been repaired by teatime the same day, and remains in
full working order.

“We did have an engineer in who
replaced some parts, but that didn’t
work as the lift didn’t know which
ﬂoor it was at and would also stop
between ﬂoors, so we’re back to
square one.

We spoke to the Development
Manager who declined to
comment further, but was naturally
delighted that the problem had at
last been resolved, although she
had referred our enquiries to the
First Port media ofﬁce, from whom,
at the time of writing, there has been
a resounding silence.

“This situation is really depressing at
best, but life-threatening at worst.
One of the residents called an
ambulance last week and the
paramedic said the situation was
completely unsatisfactory.”
The lift itself has a life-span of its
own, and as replacement parts
become scarcer, the unit will at

We are pleased that this particular
story has at least a happy ending, but
it may be a lesson for those designing
retirement blocks like Springwood –
and let’s face it, there will naturally be
an increasing need for such
properties in the future – that a
solitary lift for 28 upstairs apartments
is an inadequate provision for those
who want peace of mind, and as a
minimum, the facility to get in and out
of their own building.
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Fabulous Channel views lost
by Jan Holben
Walking our young doggie all over
the district, a diﬀerent walk each
day, we are oen struck by the
beauty of this lovely place. On this
parcular very hot September
Saturday we took the slightly
lower footpath which leads oﬀ the
main Folkestone Leas path
because it looked slightly cooler.
This footpath takes you past one of
the 2011 Triennial artworks entled
‘The colour of water’ by Spencer
Finch – and a few steps further on
you come to the Victorian Vinery,

formerly glassroofed, sing on the
cliﬀ edge with what is described as
‘fantasc views over the English
channel’.
As an aside – on top of The Vinery is
a lovely sculptural screen by Will
Kwan, from the 2014 Triennial.
As we approached The Vinery – we
saw a tall gentleman who was,
despite the heat, cung back
overgrown bushes and weeds. He
was wearing hiviz vest, with a safety
sign at the side alerng walkers to
‘man at work’ and we thought he was
most likely one of the council
groundsmen.

We stopped to say ‘hallo’, and the
gentleman introduced himself as
Alan, not a council worker, but a lone
volunteer. Alan has spent the
summer, many hours each week,
cung back the overgrown scrubby
bushes along the Leas so that walkers
can actually see the fantasc
Channel view – which at present is
totally obscured by bushes and trees.
On such a hot day when most people
are relaxing with a cold drink, Alan is
an inspiraon and we thanked him
for his eﬀorts. We also took the me
to read the carefully worded peon
that Alan displayed on a board.
Addressed for Alastair Cliﬀord
Operaons Manager, Folkestone &
District Council  it listed the
following items to keep the undercliﬀ
clean and safe:
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• ﬁx the crumbling retaining walls
• put waste bins in The Vineries
• cut the dead wood and
undergrowth
• make public path maintenance
standard
• respect volunteers’ contribuon
Sadly as we walked through the
Vinery – it was all too clear that the
overgrown bushes have obscured the
fabulous view – and although this
small footpath is a lile out of the
way – it is sll part of Folkestone’s
Victorian history. So a big Thank You
to volunteer Alan (of course we
signed the peon too)  but come
on F&H district council – don’t let
this lovely lile footpath get
forgoen, please do your bit too.

New warden aims to make the world a
better place – starting in Lydd
by Andrew South
It is difﬁcult not to be swept along
with enthusiasm for the Marsh when
in the company of the new Community
Warden for Lydd, Erica Evans. She
dropped into Looker Towers last week
to tell us about herself, and how there
are no such things as challenges - just
solutions, in her new role.
Erica carries an authoritative ﬁgure
that suits her perfectly for a position
as one of Kent County Council’s
Community Wardens operating in 128
communities across the county. Tall,
smart and ever-so-blonde, she cuts a
dash in a uniform that is subtle in its
authority, but just enough to suggest
that its wearer means business.
“I am an absolute Marsh girl through
and through, having been born and
bred in Dymchurch, lived brieﬂy in
Folkestone, before moving to Lydd-onSea and currently living in Littlestone,”
says the 37-year-old. “We have a very
close family network in the area which
ties us all ﬁrmly to the Marsh which I
love! Romney Marsh isn’t just a place –
it captures the heart!”
It is those close family relationships
which she is able to extend to her

work as a Community Warden, building
rapport and breaking down
preconceptions. She includes husband
Gavin, with whom she has ﬁve
children, in that all-important support
network.
The Community Warden service was
introduced to tackle the sort of lowlevel crime and antisocial behaviour
that can rob a community of its pride
and self-esteem. Other aspects of the
role include trafﬁc control, monitoring
ﬂy-tipping, helping to bring different
parts of the community together, and
working in partnership with other local
organisations. The wardens don’t have
any powers of arrest, but Erica is
accredited by the Kent Police and
works from an ofﬁce at Lydd Police
Station.
She is part of the Ashford, Folkestone
& Hythe Wardens team led by David
Harmes, which includes Jon Lodge
covering Dymchurch, West Hythe and
Lympne, while Gareth Roberts covers
New Romney.
“It is such a great team and a pleasure
to be part of,” says Erica, who is quick
to acknowledge the support also
provided by the Community Warden

Service team at KCC. “They are
excellent, and for them, the wardens’
safety is paramount – they are very hot
on protecting us.” Which must be
highly reassuring given the possibility
of being faced with potentially tricky
situations, but which Erica seemingly
takes in her stride.
“I will always try to see the positivity in
any situation,” she afﬁrms. “I don’t
really believe in ‘challenges’ as such –
any situation can be turned around
with the aim of getting a positive
result. The power of a smile can be
very disarming – it’s difﬁcult to harm
someone who is smiling at you!”
She has previously worked in public
facing roles for Shepway District
Council, having worked as a dog warden
and environmental community ofﬁcer,
which has provided her with invaluable
experience of dealing with the public in
potentially tricky situations.
“I am used to having to cover a far
wider area, so this new job enables me
to put down solid roots in the area – it
is more condensed. Although the
dynamics of the communities I serve –
Lydd, Dungeness, Lydd-on-Sea and
Greatstone – are quite different, it is
important to treat people equally, but
not necessarily the same.
“It’s all about education and building
rapport with individuals and other
organisations,” she says. “There is a
strong network of other parties I work
with, such as the Trading Standards
unit, Kent Police, NHS England, Social
Services and Emergency Planning who
are all in regular contact, and the main
collection point of information is KCC’s
Central Intelligence Unit. I’ve also been
working with the Nuclear Civil Police at
Dungeness Power Station, as part of
becoming an important element of the
community at every level.”

• Erica (le) meets visitors to the Lydd Community Safety Day

While the job requires the wardens to
be out and available at any time
between 7.30am and 10.30pm, Erica
believes it is important to always just

be at the end of the ‘phone. “Even if I
am not ofﬁcially on duty [her contract
is for 37 hours a week], I will always try
to respond, or at least call back as
soon as I can. Part of the job is to
provide reassurance, so it is crucial for
the community to know they can
contact you at any time. I may not
always know the answer, but I will do
everything I can to ﬁnd out. There’s no
such thing as a silly question, as what
might seem trivial to one person could
be incredibly important to someone
who needs help or advice.”
It seems that Erica is able to put a
positive spin on just about anything,
but being a community warden is more
than just a job for her. “At home, I am a
wife, mother and everything else, but
when I put on the uniform, it’s all
about ‘Erica’ – being me and playing
my part in the Lydd communities.”
As Erica grows into this role, her
undoubted ability to build
relationships will come to the fore and
provide her with the respect she will
come to deserve – she has only been
‘working solo’ for ﬁve weeks, so these
are early, formative days. When you
see her out and about, she will be only
too pleased to talk with you – and even
more pleased if you return her smile!
If there are any community issues in
the Lydd, Dungeness or Greatstone
areas which you would like to bring to
Erica’s attention, you can call her on
07969 583917.
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Folkestone
Music Town –
First Ever!
by Jan Holben
A world’s ﬁrst, Folkestone Music Town –
made possible by collaboration from
musicians, businesses, music fans the
council ofﬁcers and Councillors the
Folkestone Music Town project was
started in January 2017 with a vision to
celebrate all music, genres, venues,
musicians and more.
Folkestone Music Town, replicating the
work of Music Cities (such as Austin, San
Francisco, London, Cardiff, New Orleans,
Armsterdam, Nashville, etc.) will formally
recognise and harness all music (all
genres) as an asset of value capable of
driving economic development – and this
will be formally announced on September
26th on BBC Music Day.
This is the culmination of more than two
years work and is a world First. There will
be more information about Folkestone
Music Town as the plan unfolds –
meanwhile check out this early list of
musical goodies – and this is just the
beginning.
Keep up to date on what musical things
are happening at:
www.foundinmusic.com/fmt
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Thursday, 26th September
• HUSH Folkestone present
Hannah Sanders & Ben Savage +
Diane Dunn at Eleto Jazz Room
• Opera: Gender Neutral? At
Customs House: Urban Room
Folkestone by Fatladyopera
• Neil Bob Herd & the Dirty Little
Acoustic Band at The Chambers

Friday, 27th September
• Slackrr, Red Light Runner and
Hands Up at The Harp Restrung
• ANTIDOTE!!! at The Rum Clinic

Saturday, 28th September
• Seaview Studio Open Day at
Seaview Studio
• Priz Pre Party With Desbo at
Jamjar Folkestone
• Folkestone Music Town 14-17
year old Music Night at Rocco’s
• La Parisienne The Reunion Part Deux at The Party Bar
• Miss Holiday Swing at the Bay
Tree at Bay Tree Bar & Grill
• Night Nurse!!! at The Rum Clinic

Sunday, 29th September
• Hell’s Belles ‘Sundays at The
Grand’ at The Grand, Folkestone
with Dolly Doowop’s Dance Club
• Kent Choir Competition at
Leas Cliff Hall Folkestone hosted
by MASC Shepway
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Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers
Trudie Easton’s “Walk on the wild side” demonstration had lots of natural
material depicting bird’s nests, hedges and fences along the woodland path.
Hints and tips were given on what to use instead of oasis to support plant
material resulting in natural and pretty arrangements.
Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 9th October 2.00pm
for 2.30pm at St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, with a
demonstration by Sue Shaw
entitled “It’s Magic”. Visitors all
welcome with refreshments
available. For more information,
contact Gill on, 01797 367258.
We look forward to seeing you.

Vision for a dementia-friendly Marsh
by Andrew South

The Romney Marsh Day
Centre in New Romney was
the venue last week for the
launch of a new initiative
resulting from collaboration
between the Alzheimer’s
Society and Pebbles
Dementia Café, to raise
awareness of dementia, and
act as a catalyst for the Marsh
to become dementia-friendly.
Living with dementia is a an
increasingly signiﬁcant symptom
of a population which can
expect to live longer than
previous generations.
“We want to take away the
stigma that dementia carries,”
said the Alzheimer’s Society’s Liz
Taylor. “Thirty years ago, we
couldn’t talk about cancer, but
now we will all know someone
who has suffered or is suffering
from cancer. We need to do the
same with dementia, as twothirds of carers feel that the
disease is not understood in their
community. We want to Marsh
to come together to change that,
as people more commonly come
into contact with dementia.”
The plan is to set up a steering
group from those at the packedout event at the Day Centre, who
can carry forward a plan to
make us all more aware of how
we can help those living with
dementia – and their carers and make their lives better.
“Some of the measures that can
be taken can be quite simple,

such as signage, lighting and just
plain awareness,” said Liz. “We
can only keep shops in our high
streets if people use them, so it
makes commercial sense for
them to be as welcoming to
everyone as possible.”
Former Hythe Town Councillor
Dudley Shipton outlined what
had been achieved in the town,
to make it more dementiaaware.
“Four years ago, we started by
setting up a Forum, but we were
only meeting every three months,
so virtually nothing was getting
done,” he explained. “So we
increased the meetings and
undertook training by our
dementia champions for people
in shops, where staff and
volunteers can make a difference
simply by being aware and
being patient. We work closely
with Age UK [Hythe & Lyminge]
and the Forum now meets on the
third Thursday of each month at
the Hythe Town Council Ofﬁces,
where anyone is welcome to
attend.
“Shops and businesses such as
Waitrose have come on board to
raise awareness of dementia,
and we hold a get-together for
anyone who wants to come
along at the Sports Pavilion on
42 Thursdays a year.”
Wendy Richley from Pebbles
Dementia Café in Greatstone
then went on to dispel some of
the myths about dementia by
way of a quiz.

• Rochelle Saunders and Wendy Richley of Pebbles Demena Café (le) with
Liz Taylor of the Alzheimer's Society

“Dementia is not necessarily a
part of ageing, but is caused by
disease of the brain,” she
explained. “It is a little like the
Christmas fairy lights we used to
have when one or more of the
bulbs may no longer work, but
the others may still be in good
working order.
“While it is perfectly possible to
live well with dementia, it is not
just about loss of memory, but it
can have an impact on thinking,
communicating and carrying out
everyday tasks.”
The Mayor of New Romney, Cllr.
Paul Thomas outlined what the
Town Council is doing to make
the town dementia friendly.
“We are part of the Kent
Association of Local Councils
which is promoting dementia
awareness across the county,”
he said. “As a Council, we have
decided to take this issue
seriously, and all our councillors
will undergo dementiaawareness training to help us
work towards a dementiafriendly community in New
Romney. We have established a
steering group of ﬁve councillors
to look at our next steps.”

The call went out for people to
form a steering group to guide
the way towards a dementia
friendly Marsh, where shops and
businesses can undertake
dementia training, and help to
bring greater dementiaawareness to the community.
Venues for coffee mornings or
other gatherings are also being
sought.
The manager of the Romney
Marsh Day Centre, John Wilson,
was pleased that Sunﬂower
House was the venue for this
important launch.
“I’m delighted to be the host of
this event and appreciative of so
many individuals and
organisations who help older
people come together here,” he
told The Looker.
Anyone interested in being part
of a Dementia Friends steering
group on the Marsh and helping
to progress this project should
contact Liz Taylor, Alzheimer’s
Society Kent & Medway
Services Manager by e-mail on
elizabeth.taylor@alzheimers.org.
uk or by ‘phone on 01303
260674.

• The audience at the Demena Project Launch at the
Romney Marsh Day Centre
Wednesday 25th September 2019
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Shepway throws a lifeline to all
remove any sense of guilt that the
relative may feel, and in fact in some
cases, hospitals may insist that
patients use the service as part of the
conditions of their discharge.

by Andrew South
Shepway Lifeline has provided a
means of both reassurance and lifesaving in our district for more than
35 years. Its two Telecare Support
Ofﬁcers and Installers, Linda Marsh
and Debbie Reet came into Looker
Towers to tell us about their work.
“I think one of the main things that
people may not know, is that we
provide a service for anyone, not just
the elderly or vulnerable,” says Debbie
who has been with the service for 19
years, and as she freely admits, lives
and breathes the Lifeline. “There are
no criteria for qualiﬁcation for the
variety of services we offer, as it is not
just about illnesses or falls, it is also
about security and reassurance.”

The nomaintenance
Lifeline unit
“A simple alarm worn around the neck
or on the wrist, can provide
independence for those with learning
difﬁculties or early-stage dementia, or
simply active elderly people who
welcome the support of someone at
the press of a button.”
But it seems that the Lifeline has many
more applications than one may ﬁrst
think. A relatively new service is
Footprint, which is now popular with
many people who ﬁnd themselves in
solitary situations.
“They could be people who work alone,
such as estate agents or those in petrol
stations or antique shops, or others who
may be out exploring remote parts of
the country by bike, on horse or on
foot,” says Linda, who after just two
months with the Lifeline team, is keen to
develop relationships with individuals
and organisations in the area.
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“One lady bought her mother the
Lifeline service as a Christmas
present,” says Linda. “The mother
didn’t want for anything else at her
age, and this was the best, and most
practical present she could have
bought – in effect, she bought her
mother’s independence which is
difﬁcult to put a price on.

• Linda Marsh (l) and Debbie Reet of Shepway Lifeline
“Footprint works on the GPS system
and is able to locate the user within
ﬁve to ten metres, and even works in
most of Europe as well,” she says.
“The service is a not-for-proﬁt service
– the customer simply pays for what it
costs with the knowledge that it is
operated effectively by the local
authority. Lifeline costs £3.50 a week
after a one-off £40 installation fee –
far less than the cost of a cup of shopbought coffee a day. Footprint costs a
little more at £5.30 a week, but for
those working in isolation, it is well
worth that added reassurance.”
Once the pendant has been pressed and
connection made to the Control Centre,
the Operator talks to the customer, on
average, within about 10 to 12
seconds.The customer can talk via the
central unit from most, if not all rooms
of their home. The Installation Ofﬁcer
would test to see the range from the
garden. The Control Centre Operator, can
either alert a named key-holder who
should only live within 15 -20 minutes
away or the emergency services.
There is a host of other services
available in the Lifeline family, which
help to make lives safer, whatever the
vulnerability.
“We have a range of sensors for all
kinds of situations,” Debbie says.
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“There are sensors which can detect
falls, bed or chair sensors, epilepsy
sensors, door sensors as well as
smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors. We can even set reminders
in the alarms to remind clients to take
any medication needed at certain
times. All these things help to make
life easier and gives the customer a
greater sense of independence.
“We work closely with other agencies
such as the Fire & Rescue Service in
arranging home safety checks,” says
Debbie, “especially where those living
with dementia, deafness or who are
hard of hearing who may be more at
risk. And our customers are not always
on their own – it may be a couple
where one of them is living with
dementia and the partner needs to
know there is some support available
when necessary.”
Another aspect of the scheme is the
comfort of knowing that a relative has
an additional level of safety. There is
no contract so it is possible to use it
for a limited time, for example when a
relative is recovering at home after a
hospital stay, or if the family is going
on holiday for any length of time –
although the team’s experience has
shown that once someone has become
a customer for a short while, they tend
to maintain the service. It helps to

“For an extra £1.20 a week, we can also
provide a daily call to a relative to
ensure they are okay, so that their
family can go away with a high level of
peace of mind.”
There is no maintenance needed other
than a regular check-in call with the
team to ensure all is well, and the
alarm itself if totally waterproof so can
be worn at all times.
Although run by Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, Shepway Lifeline covers
the whole of Kent, with Linda and
Debbie covering the county between
them installing about ten units a day.
The team consists of Dee Chambers, the
Control Centre Manager, Linda and
Debbie, the Telecare Support Ofﬁcers
and 17 Control Centre Operators, who
are at the end of a press of a button 24
hours a day. Currently with around 5,500
customers, the service is sure to expand
as it gains traction with a wide range of
people with varying needs for support
and reassurance, whether shopworkers, pub staff or even those in fear
of domestic violence.
The Lifeline ladies will happily attend
coffee mornings, group meetings or
events where they can inform people of
the beneﬁts of the service and provide
free demonstrations – just contact them
on 01303 242615 or 242971, or e-mail:
lifeline.proactive@folkestonehythe.gov.uk. Further information can
be found at: folkestonehythe.gov.uk/lifeline.

Dilys hits a hundred
Residents of the Fairways
Residential
Home
in
Madeira
Road,
New
Romney had reason to
celebrate as one of their
number, Dilys Garner had a
birthday party to remember,
surrounded by family and
friends.

Happy 60th
Wedding Anniversary

John & Ann Wimble
With lots of love from David,
Andrew, and all your many friends,
and members of the
Romney Marsh Model Engineering Society

Looker Editor, David Wimble,
joined Dilys as she celebrated
with her family and friends
covering four generations in the
beautiful surroundings of one of
the day rooms, and enjoyed
looking at her cards, along with
the all-important card from Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
In the past 100 years, Dilys has
lived through many major
events. After what was described as the end of the ‘war to end all wars’, she
saw the country once again go to war just a few years later. She would have
seen milk delivered by horse-drawn carts and landing a man on the moon
was seen as pure fantasy, as the Wright Brothers had only managed to ﬂy a
few miles 16 years earlier.
Dilys was born in Liverpool in an area called Garston near the banks of the
River Mersey, but also spent time in Chepstow and Welling in Kent before
moving into the popular residential home ﬁve years ago.
Dilys was happy to explain that her favourite football team was Everton and
her favourite quote was that there was only two football clubs in Liverpool,
Everton … and Everton reserves!
The Looker wishes Dilys a very happy birthday from all of our readers.
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Heinkel arrives in Hawkinge
by Jan Holben

The Kent Battle of Britain
Museum based in Hawkinge is
pleased to announce a new
addition to this very popular
museum. A Heinkel, one of the
most
numerous
German
bombers in use throughout the
Second World War, was
donated by the Imperial War
Museum,
and
is
now
undergoing refurbishment so
that it can appear alongside the
many other exhibits.

Chairman of the Kent Battle of
Britain Museum Trust, Dave
Brocklehurst MBE, has written the
story of what happened to this
Heinkel when it was shot down by
British bombers, 79 years ago. He
relates how, during the bombing
raid over London in September
1940, the Heinkel released a dozen
bombs near the Becton Gas Works.
It is believed that the Heinkel was
intercepted and shot down by
Sergeant Bohumir Furst of No. 310
Squadron, although it may also

Parts of the wrecked Henikel
lay undisturbed until 1986,
when the New Thamesmead
estate was being developed.
Machine guns, pieces of
armour plate, undercarriage
leg and tyre were also
unearthed and will be
displayed in the museum.

have been attacked by Flying
Ofﬁcer Blair D Russel of No. 1
Squadron.
The ‘plane was badly damaged,
and it is thought that as the pilot
attempted a forced landing that one
of the Heinkel wings hit a coal
dump, causing it to crash into a
water-ﬁlled moat near Tripcock Pier,
where it exploded. All the crew
were killed except Feldwebel

Phil Sterling

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Mobile: 07548 201324

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

philsterling06@gmail.com

DUNGENESS




FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD
Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS
Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com
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The Kent Battle of Britain Museum is
well worth a visit, housing the
world’s largest collection of Battle of
Britain memorabilia from over 700
crashed aircraft. But be very quick
if you want to visit this year as it
closes for the winter at the end of
September, re-opening again in
April.
More
information:
www.kbobm.org/

Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.
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Refurbishment work has
already begun and Dave
Brocklehurst and Clint
Mitchell are researching the
Heinkel so that the colour
scheme chosen will be a
close match to the original
colour scheme, and to allow
Julian Richardson to get on
with painting the aircraft.

Romney Marsh Tyres

Garden Service

Telephone: 01797 364952

Michael Cionber who is thought to
have baled out but was
subsequently captured, badly
wounded, and admitted to
the Royal Herbert Hospital.

FREE

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING
www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

Daredevil Tracy’s two-mile
fundraising jump for Day Centre
by Andrew South
She did it! A few months after
The Looker revealed her plan, local
daredevil, Tracy Bartlett of the
Romney Marsh Day Centre parachuted
12,000 feet for the charity, completing
the challenge last week in perfect,
clear conditions.
A still-buzzing Tracy dropped into
Looker Towers to tell us of her
fantastic experience.
“It was absolutely amazing! I still feel on
a high from the jump, and while it was

nerve-wracking at the time, I am so
pleased to have achieved it,” she said.
“Working at the Day Centre is a reminder
why I take up these challenges.”
In 2018, she abseiled, walked ﬁre and
colour ran her way to around £1,500 for
the Day Centre, but this year she
decided to conﬁne her challenges to
one big one. She has raised £1,700 so
far, but her giving page is still open
until the end of the month. (Look for
Tracy Bartlett on the Virgin Money
Giving website).
The whole event was ﬁlmed from takeoff to Tracy’s return to earth. She did
the jump from Headcorn Aerodrome in
tandem with experienced buddy Steve
Powell who guided her all the way.
“We only had a 40 minute brieﬁng
before the jump, which included a
video and instruction in jumping and
landing techniques,” she said. “It
became real when the ﬁrst guy went
out at 5,000 feet, and we were then
waiting our turn as the ‘plane spiralled
upwards to 12,000 feet.

lasted
fforr around
fo
before
40 seconds befo
f re the
parachute opened. The whole jump
took about seven minutes, and
because it was such a clear day, I could
see as far as London and the coast,
and even picked out Dungeness Power
Station! I felt like Mary Poppins!
“It was a truly amazing experience, but
I did it for a wonderful charity which

“I was being ﬁlmed, but I’ve no idea
what I was saying – it was just sheer
adrenalin!

name to follow

“The moment we left the ‘plane my
heart was in my mouth, but the freefall

7KLV:LQWHU

will
the ggreatt
ill use the
th money ffor all
ll th
work it does there.”
The jump was ﬁlmed by Chelsea Tooley
of Skydive Headcorn and you can relive
the fall on Tracy’s Facebook page.
So what next for Daredevil Tracy in her
bid to continue her fundraising efforts
for the Day Centre? She’s keeping
schtum at the moment, so if anyone
has a suitably daring challenge for her
to undertake next year, she would be
pleased to know!
The Romney Marsh Day Centre based
at Sunﬂower House in New Romney
provides a wide range of information,
advice, opportunities to socialise and
a number of support services for the
over-55s. Further information is
available at: www.rmdc.org.uk.
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Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888
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Ride & Stride round up
Hundreds of cyclists and keen
walkers took part in what was
described as the largest Ride &
Stride event in the district to date.
Along with several hundred
churches the idea was to check
into your starting church at 10am
and to try to visit as many
churches in the following eight
hours, with riders carefully
selecting their routes to ensure
they had the best route. Riders
and walkers had sponsorship

forms and had to sign in at each
church to try and get as many as
possible.
The Looker went on a trip around
the district, with Hythe being
popular as it boasted six churches
within a short distance of each
other. However, Folkestone hit the
top of the scoring with 11 churches
within the town.
Many riders managed to score
more than 25 churches within the
allotted time.

Churches laid on refreshments for
riders in the form of soft drinks
and some supplying cream cakes
and sandwiches too.
St Mary the Virgin in St Mary in the
Marsh used the opportunity to
also hold a book fayre to help
raise funds for the new village hall.

More Together Separately, the latest art show
from Family Goddard and Ian Beacham, is up and
running in the main building at Romney Marsh
Visitor Centre.
This September why not drop by and enjoy a coffee and
cake whilst browsing the art on display.
New and previously unshown work include Jessica's
amazing knitted garden birds and Emily's adventures
with pyrography. As an extra incentive, on Thursday
19th September there will be an all-day book-signing by
local author of the DI Sony Russell crime stories,
Chris O'Donoghue, accompanied by Aggie, his dog.

Lifeboat Blessing
Lifeboat crews joined around
50 supporters of the RNLI last
week for the annual blessing
of the Shannon Class Lifeboat
at ‘The Morrell’, by Reverend
Chris Maclean ‘Priest in
Charge’.
The congregaon was in ﬁne
form singing along to the
hymns of the service, and in parcular listening to the Reverend’s personal story
of heading out to sea in a sailing boat that was unseaworthy, and praising the
crews of all lifeboats and
lifeguards for pung others
before themselves.
The Blessing involved the
Reverend splashing not only
the boat, but also sprinkling his
Holy water over the crew as
well. He thanked not only the
crews and supporters but also
touched on the importance of
the families le at home when
the volunteer men and women
headed to sea.
Aer the Blessing, Coxswain
Stuart Adams’ wife Lisa
received a special bouquet of
ﬂowers in recognion of her
reless work in not only
supporng her husband in the
role of senior coxswain, but the
amount of work she also
undertakes at the Staon.
Page 14
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Hythe Imperial submits plans for new spa and leisure facilities
The Hythe Imperial Hotel could
have new spa and leisure
facilities after its owners, the
GSE Group submitted a
planning application to the
District Council. It already has a
popular spa, gym and leisure
facilities, all of which can be
used by hotel guests, members,
and non-members who can
purchase a day pass from the
spa reception.
Design proposals for the scheme
have been developed by Guy
Hollaway Architects which has
designed a number of awardwinning buildings and hotels locally
and further aﬁeld in Kent. These
designs would ensure the new
leisure
and
spa
building

complements the existing standard
of The Hythe Imperial, as well as
providing improved access for all
and enhanced landscaping.
The proposed new facilities will
include ten additional bedrooms
and a new bridal dressing room for
those looking to choose The Hythe
Imperial as their wedding venue.
For ﬁtness enthusiasts, the project
would create new spin and
aerobics studios, a separate gym
changing room, a 40-machine
gymnasium complete with an
outdoor swimming pool with
Jacuzzi.
Guests would also be able to
indulge themselves in the new
manicure and pedicure room, a
relaxation room and seven spa

treatment rooms including two
double treatment rooms with ensuite facilities.
This will all be topped off with the
opportunity to socialise and relax in
the all-new leisure club members’
private lounge with access to
Japanese gardens.
Darrell Healey, GSE Group
Chairman, said: “The new facility
would be a welcome addition to the
existing amenities available at the
Hythe Imperial Hotel. We want to
enhance the experiences for our
guests to make their time with us
even more unforgettable.”
Nick Gauntlett, Executive Director
of the Hythe Imperial Hotel, said:

“The hotel has recently undergone
an internal and external facelift with
a multi-million-pound refurbishment,
both including the bedrooms and
hotel amenities.
“We have also established Kent’s
only
Moet
&
Chandon
Champagne Bar, and so I think it is
only ﬁtting that we look to enhance
the experience of the spa and
leisure facilities for our club
members, hotel guests and visitors.
“We are very excited about the
potential of this new addition, which
will not only put Hythe on the Kent
map. It is in keeping with our vision
for the hotel to become a destination
resort where everyone is welcomed,
pampered and able to relax.”

The Old School is looking smart
New Romney Old School in Church Lane
has had a facelift and is now looking
very smart.
The exterior woodwork of the building has
been lovingly repainted and repaired over
the last few months by local painter and
decorator Kevin Wilson. The building was
beginning to show its age with peeling
paint and in some places rotting wood,
but is now looking in good shape again.
The work was largely funded by a
Councillor grant of £2,000 from Kent
County Councillor Tony Hills and a
donation from the Roger De Haan
Charitable Trust. Chairman Paul Thomas
and the Trustees of the Old School would
like to thank Councillor Hills and the
Roger De Haan Trust for their support
and generous contributions. Vice-

Chairman of the Old School Trust Pat
Goodsell said that, “Without these
contributions the outside of the Old
School would have been heading into the
winter in a poor state of repair.”
Next year, 2020, will see the 200th
Anniversary of the founding of the Old
School as the town’s Primary School.
Various events and activities around this
anniversary are being planned involving
local children, groups and classes that use
the building and past pupils and teachers.
The building, along with its lovely garden,
has become a focal point of the local
community and it houses both a museum
and premises for events and classes. It is
run by the New Romney Old School Trust
and is dependent entirely on volunteer
support, contributions and grants.

Paul Thomas and Pat Goodsell
from the Old School Trust,
along with Councillor Tony Hills
outside the newly painted building
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Spreading the good name of art
by Andrew South
In the growing spirit of collaboration
and partnership on the Marsh, the
artistically-talented Goddard family
has linked up with two venues to put
together another feast of creativity.
Until the end of September, the
Goddards are exhibiting at the Romney
Marsh Visitor Centre where manager
Liz Grant continues her commitment to
providing a place to promote local
producers and creative talent.

“There is a strong creative element to
the Marsh, and we have been keen to
highlight it for the last six years,
providing a showcase for local artists
to present their artistic interpretations
of the countryside, wildlife and the
views of the area,” Liz tells me when I
dropped in to catch up with Phillippa
Goddard and her family’s display.
“The Kent Wildlife Trust [which runs
the Centre] wants to remind visitors of
the beauty of the Marsh, and these
images capture some of the special
aspects of the area,” added Liz.
The other part of the ‘More Separately
Together’ exhibition is the location of
the Goddards’ artworks in the holiday
Shepherd’s Huts at Rushﬁelds Farm in
Aldington (www.romneymarsh
shepherdshuts.co.uk).

• A Phillippa Goddard original in situ
in the Rushﬁeld Shepherd's Hut
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‘We are thrilled to be able to
collaborate with local artist Phillipa
Goddard who has a wonderful
collection at the exhibition in the
Visitor Centre,” said Kristina Boulden,
who owns and manages the
Shepherd’s Huts. “The idea of being
able to show different pictures
depicting the local area within our
huts seemed like such a wonderful
concept and also enhances our
customers’ experience especially for
any returning visitors.”
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“We are providing artwork for display
in each of the pair of Huts so that
regular visitors can enjoy different
images each time,” says Phillippa who
works in a variety of mixed media.
The exhibition at the Visitor Centre
itself displays the varied skills of the
Goddard family. Daughter Emily has
captured the milky way which the
Marsh’s dark skies are ideal for
experiencing, while Jessica uses
papercutting to create colourful
collages of wildlife. Emily’s partner Ian
Beacham is a photographer who has
taken some wonderful images of
iconic sites on the Marsh, such as the
St.Thomas à Becket Church at Fairﬁeld.
“By the nature of what we do, artists
can work very much in isolation, so it
is great for us to come together under
the same roof,” says Phillippa.
“‘Collaboration’ seems to the buzzword at the moment, so this is a great
example of three different partners
creating that buzz.”

• Keeping an eye out  Jessica
Goddard's papercut 'Lookers'
As a further element to the idea of
collaboration, local author Chris
O’Donoghue was also in the Visitor
Centre last week, signing copies of his
acclaimed DI Sonny Russell detective
stories. We’ll bring you more news of
his work in a future edition.
The ‘More Separately Together’
exhibition runs until 4pm next Sunday
(29th September).
Further information about activities
and events at the Romney Marsh
Visitor Centre, near New Romney, can
be found on the Kent Wildlife Trust
website, or by calling 01797 369487;
email: rmvc@kentwildlifetrust.org.uk.

On your marks, get set, go Aldi!

by Andrew South

We no longer need to hold our breath. German-owned
supermarket Aldi, is set to open the doors of its newest store in
Hythe tomorrow morning (26th) - to the great relief of those who
have enjoyed the offerings of Britain’s ﬁfth largest supermarket
over the last few years in the town centre.
There could be much wailing and gnashing of teeth earlydoors, as the ﬁrst 30 customers into the store will receive
a complimentary bag of fresh fruit and vegetables from
Aldi’s Super 6 range. The fun starts, as Aldi’s regulars will
know only too well, at 8am, when Olympic Rowing
Bronze Medallist, James Foad and Store Manager
Callum Morrison (in a curious twist of nominative
determinism!) will be doing the honours. The store will be
promoting exclusive offers throughout the day.
“We can’t wait to open the doors to the new store on
Dymchurch Road tomorrow,” Callum told The Looker. “It’s
set to be a special day and having Olympic Rowing hero,
James Foad, with us will make it a special morning to
remember.”
Rower James, who won gold in the eights at the London 2012 Olympics
added: “I’m so excited to be opening Aldi’s new store, it will be great to
chat to customers and a lovely way for me to thank Aldi for its endless
support of Team GB.”
The visit from James comes as part of Aldi’s long-standing partnership
with Team GB, and the Aldi’s new campaign, ‘Kit for Schools’, which is
offering 20 schools across the UK the chance to win £20,000 each to
invest in equipment for a healthy legacy. Shoppers will receive stickers
every time they spend £30 or more in store, which can be taken into
schools and added to their sticker chart. Every UK school that signs up
to the initiative will receive a sticker chart, and for each completed chart,
they will receive one entry into the ﬁnal prize draw to win £20,000 of
equipment for a healthy legacy. All UK primary schools are eligible to
take part and can sign up at www.getseteatfresh.co.uk/kitforschools.
Standing at 1,254sq.m. of retail space, the new store - which Aldi says is
part of its investment in local communities across the UK - will bring a
number of job opportunities to the area. The retailer aims to have 1,200
stores by 2025.

The company revealed last week that it intends to open a store a week
for the next two years, despite its proﬁts falling by 18 per cent. For those
unfamiliar with Aldi’s retail offering, we shall spare you the details of the
company’s press release promoting the opening, but you may not be
surprised to ﬁnd it sells food, drink, health and beauty products, and
regularly has special deals on items such as garden tools, electrical
equipment and clothing – but to such a standard that it is the current
holder of a string of industry awards including ‘Retailer
d
of the Year’ and the ‘Good
’s
Housekeeping
Institute’s
Favourite Supermarket’.
g
The new Aldi store is calling
on local charities and food
banks in Hythe to register
with ‘Neighbourly’, a
community engagement
platform
that
links
businesses to charitable
organisations in their
community, to receive
regular donations of
surplus food from the supermarket.
Local charities who register will be able
to collect surplus food and perishable
products, such as fruit, vegetables and
baked goods, up to ﬁve days a week.
Any charities in Hythe who would like to
partner up with the new Aldi store should
d
email aldi@neighbourly.com.
the
The new store is on Dymchurch Road, Hythe
ay
and will be open from 8am to 10pm every d
day
except Sunday, 10am to 4pm.
as
At the time to writing, Aldi’s press ofﬁce was
unable to conﬁrm any plans for the future
of the existing building in the Town
Square, although rumours have been
ﬂying about like Super 6 offers of the Aldi
shelves. We shall keep you posted.

Olympic Rowing Medallist,
James Foad
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SALT Festival odyssey peppered
It may be one of those apocryphal stories that many people who
live in London all their lives, have never visited the Tower of
London or Buckingham Palace. And so it may be said that many
people have yet to discover the treasures that lie beyond the
boundaries of our urban coast.
How many of us decide to spend a
few hours on a Sunday getting in
touch with nature, ﬁnding their
spiritual side and taking deep
breaths from the glorious
countryside on our respective
doorsteps? One of this year’s SALT
Festival (of the Sea & the
Environment)’s highlights provided
The Looker with the perfect
opportunity to take time to engage
with some of our district’s greatest
assets – its heritage, its space and
its people on Romney Marsh.
Before the SALT coach left from the
Quarterhouse in Folkestone’s
ascending Creative Quarter, there
was just time to re-acquaint with the
Leas on a shiny, warm Sunday
morning. As wonderful a Victorian
legacy as it is, the heart sinks at lost
opportunities such as the continued
absence of the unique Leas Cliff lift
and the once vibrant Leas Cliff
Pavilion and its classic interior, once
ignominiously lost to snooker bar
and now current dereliction. There
are enough good brains in our
midst who can make the decisions
needed to breath fresh life into these
places and prepare Folkestone to
capitalise on its heritage in a 21st
century context. Make it happen,
guys!
But enough of Folkestone, for our
mission today is to leave our
district’s capital behind to discover
new places and experiences. The
coachload of mostly Folkestonians
– although there was one lady from
Deal - was under the keen
guidance of writer, historian and
Marsh enthusiast Sandra Elkins who
took to the coach microphone with
aplomb.
Taking the road from Hythe through
Lympne and Aldington provided
breath-taking views across the
whole of the Marsh, and a reminder
of what an extraordinary feat of
early engineering was required to
reclaim the land using little more
than clay, oak stakes and bundles
of blackthorn.
“The fact that the land had been
under the sea made it one of the
most fertile nationally, if not globally
– and the Marsh hares are
consequently thought to be the
fattest in the world!” Sandra informs.
“The area is peppered with military
installations that in each case
became redundant before they
were needed – the Royal Military
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Canal, the Martello Towers and the
Listening Ears, which were
surpassed by radar before the
Second World War.”
Our ﬁrst stop was the Bilsington
Obelisk, built in 1835 in memory of
Sir William Cosway, a wellrespected
landlord
and
philanthropist who was concerned
about the working conditions of
farm labourers and their meagre
wages. He paid for four families to
emigrate to America and also built
a school in Bilsington at a time when
others were going to New Zealand
and taking the hardy Romney sheep
with them. It is looked after by the
Bilsington Monument Trust which
has been supported by a grant of
£3,000 from the Roger de Haan
Trust for repairs to this 16m (52 feet)
high ragstone construction.

“The Marsh churches were built to
celebrate the wealth provided by
the wool trade in the area – it was
the central part of the economy,”
explained Susan. “The churches
reﬂected the comparative afﬂuence
of the landowner.”
This is the ﬁrst of a trio of Marsh
churches we visit to have created an
audio trail for visitors to indulge
themselves in some of the historic
and literary sounds of the area. The
audio trail is easily downloadable
(www.artinromneymarsh.org/
saltaudiotrail) and highlights the
creative works of Edith Nesbitt, who
is buried in the churchyard, and
Noel Coward who lived in the
village and in Dymchurch, and
embraced the beauty and
atmosphere of the Marsh. Other
contributions to the recording
include sheep farmer Tom Roberts,
who provides an insight into the life
of a modern-day shepherd.
The church is one of two sites which
houses a mobile Looker’s hut - bought
with the support of the Heritage
Lottery Fund - which now acts as an
exhibition space and information
point for visitors. “Lookers was another
name for shepherds, but these mobile
huts are a real asset to us. We don’t
have a Tourist Information Centre on
the Marsh as such, so we are putting
the huts back to work in a different
way,” says Susan.

“The lookers could spend anything
up to a couple of months in these
huts – particularly at lambing time while the wealthy landowner would
be keeping warm up on the hill!”
explained Dennis. “There were 360
of these huts on the Marsh at one
time, almost one for every day of
the year, but they would have been
an unhealthy place to live.”

• Looker's Hut, School Farm, St. Mary in the Marsh

Next stop was the beautiful old
church of St. Clements at Old
Romney, where ﬁlm-maker, writer
and artist Derek Jarman now rests,
allegedly as the ‘only church which
would take him’ in view of his atheist
beliefs and rather unconventional
lifestyle. In 1994, he was one of the
ﬁrst people to die of an AIDSrelated illness, having been
diagnosed in 1986 and relocated
from London to Prospect Cottage in
Dungeness. He was just 52.

• The Bilsington Monument

A chance then to stop at the Canal
and take in this beautiful setting in the
warmth of a perfect, sunny
September day while listening for
the Marsh frogs’ iconic laughing call,
without success on this occasion.

• Royal Military Canal at Bilsington

We arrive next in the hamletesque
centre of St. Mary in the Marsh with
its wonderful Star Inn, red telephone
box and imposing St. Mary the
Virgin church, to be welcomed by
Director of Art in Romney Marsh,
Susan Churchill.
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• Mobile Looker's Hut, Ivychurch

Marsh churches’ windows tend to
be of plain glass, rather than
stained, as a result of their
destruction during the Reformation
in the 16th century, so worshippers
decorated the interior of the
buildings with motifs or images, now
known as ‘ghosts’, which can still be
seen in some of the churches.
Gargoyles were also an added
curiosity inside churches and are
thought to have represented the
faces of their sculptors.
A short walk took us to School Farm
which went organic in the late
1980s, where farmer Dennis Cole
showed us his replica Looker’s hut,
built by his sons from the bricks of an
original building in Brookland,
making it what he described as the
‘world’s smallest museum’!

• St Clement Church, Old Romney

• Derek Jarman's gravestone, Old Romney

with Marsh heritage

• St. George's Church, Ivychurch

Inside the 12th century church, there
is part two of the Art in Romney
Marsh audio trail which includes an
insight into the making of the Marsh
by archaeologist Chris Cole, Derek
Jarman references and a brief
overview of some of the area’s
fantastic wildlife by the Romney
Marsh Conservation Partnership’s
Owen Leyshon.
The third part of the audio trail is at
St. George’s Church in Ivychurch,
where there is the second of the pair
of mobile Looker’s Huts, both of
which are currently housing an

exhibition of artworks by children
from Brooklands and Lydd Primary
Schools. The 13th century church is
imposing in size and space and as
a result is regarded by many as the
‘Cathedral of Romney Marsh’. Here
we are treated, not only to welcome
tea and cake by the SALT Festival
team, but to an RNLI account of the
ladies who helped launch the
lifeboats and an extract from ‘The
First Man on the Moon’ by another
Marsh creative, H G Wells. But
delving deep into the past, Caroline
Wire tells of her family’s history in
the ‘wicked trade’, and the tale of
the ‘Battle of Brookland’ and the
murder of customs ofﬁcer, Richard
Morgan in 1876. Stirring stuff, for
such a wonderful and peaceful
church!
The audio trail is worth engaging
with and for those without the
technology, equipment is available
to borrow at each of the three
church locations so there is no
excuse to miss out on these wellconstructed
audio
records,
brilliantly recorded and edited by
Diane Dunn. The beauty of the
project is that it provides added
value to the three churches, whether

by Andrew South

you do all three in one go or choose
to enjoy them on separate
occasions. The latter would be my
choice, as this gives you time to truly
immerse yourself in the ambience
and tranquillity of the buildings and
the surrounding countryside. Maps
are available at each of the
churches, which provides options
for walking and cycling. The
recordings also act as a catalyst to
encourage the listener to ﬁnd out
more about the historical clips and
literary references. Very much a
starter to the wide range of choice
main courses based on the rich
historical ingredients from this
unique area.
There was just time for a ﬁnal treat –
an unscheduled visit to perhaps the
best-known church on the Marsh,
the St Thomas à Becket at Fairﬁeld,
west of Brookland. It has been used
in a number of TV and ﬁlm
productions including both versions
of ‘Great Expectations’ and
television’s ‘Parade’s End’. A
beautiful little church, the key for
which hangs outside Becket Barn
Farmhouse which is across the road
to the west of the building.
Everyone should take the time to

• St. Thomas à Becket Church, Fairﬁeld

visit these wonderful, iconic places
in the unique Romney Marsh
landscape, where the sky is full, the
air is clear and time can brieﬂy be
made to stand still.

• St. Thomas à Becket Church, Fairﬁeld
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Quilters stitch in time for charity
by Andrew South
A group of quilters put on a
colourful display at the Old School
in New Romney at the weekend
to raise important funds for two
cancer charities – Breast Cancer
Care and Prostrate Cancer UK.
The group - which meets at the venue on
occasional Sundays to exercise their
patchwork and quilting skills and
exchange ideas - raised an amazing
£813 for the charities over the two days.
“We are a group of friends with a
kindred passion for patchwork and

quilting who put on a spectacular
show of bright coloured quilts at the
Old School over the weekend,”
Annabel Church Smith told The
Looker. “Although the quilts were not

for sale, there was a craft table selling
smaller projects and items, and there
was a small entrance charge, which
helped us raise the fantastic amount
for our chosen charities.”
Annabel did admit that preparations
hadn’t all gone according to play, but
clearly the effort paid off in the end.
“After a few hairy moments of
hanging things upside down and
getting stuck up a ladder we
eventually got it all looking shipshape
ready to open our doors to visitors,”
she said. “Not only was this a
wonderful opportunity for us to get

our quilts ﬁnished and hung it was
also great to raise money for charity.”
Well done quilters – we’re sure noone would have a patch on you.

Body found at Brockhill Park
The body of a man was found dead in
Brockhill Park in Saltwood last
Wednesday (18th), causing the Park to
be closed.

Male Red Panda Looking For
Love Moves In To Port Lympne
Port Lympne Hotel & Reserve, Kent’s
largest wild animal park have
welcomed a red panda male, named
Siwan as part of a breeding programme
designed to help boost the numbers of
the dwindling wild population.
Keepers hope that eight year old Siwan
who arrived from a wild animal park in
Europe, will hit it off with resident
female Wanmei who has been living
the life of a batchelorette since her
previous companion passed away.
Simon Jeffery, Animal Direct or at Port
Lympne Reserve said: ‘Siwan is a lovely
red panda, he’s already started
venturing out to explore his leafy new
habitat. By nature, red pandas are
solitary animals that only come
together during mating season, so for
now Wanmei and Siwan are getting to
know each other from a distance,
although Wanmei has been showing
Siwan who’s boss at feeding times.’
Red pandas share the same habitat as
the iconic giant panda but they have a

wider range. They can be found in the
mountains of Nepal, Myanmar and
central China. Like the giant panda,
red pandas eat bamboo, however their
diet is more varied than that of their
larger counterpart and includes fruit,
nuts, roots and eggs.
Red panda are listed as endangered on
the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species and the population in the wild
is decreasing. Loss of habitat, hunting
and climate change are all listed as
factors contributing to the decline in
wild numbers.
For more information about activities
taking place for Small Carnivore
September at Port Lympne, please visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org/port
lympne/whats on/small carnivore
september
For further information, including
opening times, special events and
entry prices please visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org/
portlympne

• Male red panda, Siwan explores his leafy habitat at Port Lympne Hotel &
Reserve © Port Lympne Hotel & Reserve
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The death of the man was not treated
as suspicious. Police and ambulance
crews attended the Park where the
man was declared dead at the scene.
They were called following reports a
man had been found dead in the park.
Kent Police issued a statement about
the case: “Kent Police were called at
around 8am to reports a man had
been found dead in a park in Sandling
Road, Hythe.

“Ofﬁcers attended the scene and the
death is not currently being treated as
suspicious. The man’s next of kin is
aware and a report will be prepared
for the coroner.”
A spokeswoman for Kent Fire and
Rescue Service added: “The KFRS was
called at 8.10am on Wednesday to
assist Kent Police.”
The incident is not linked to nearby
Brockhill Park Performing Arts College,
a spokesman for the school conﬁrmed.
The park re-opened shortly after 10am
the same day.

Dynamic duo dominate in major
Kent Awards scheme
Staff at two of Folkestone’s most
caring businesses, have been
announced as winners of a
prestigious county-wide awards
scheme. Aspire Home Carers and
Pelham House Care Home will both
be represented among a dozen
winners of Kent’s Unsung Heroes
2019, at a glitzy ceremony at
Squerryes Winery in Westerham on
September 25th.
The perfect pair are Jayne Chadwick,
Manager of Aspire Home Carers and
Janet Deveson, Quality & Compliance
Ofﬁcer at Pelham House.
Kent’s Unsung Heroes was
established in 2018 by The Family
Business Place, to celebrate some of
the most extraordinary employees
working behind the scenes in Kent’s
family-owned businesses.
The owners of family ﬁrms all over the
county were given the opportunity to
nominate someone who goes above
and beyond the call of duty. A person
who contributes to the success of the
business and always gives 110%
without seeking recognition.
The Awards scheme aims to recognise
and reward those working for family-

owned businesses who have shown
exceptional passion, loyalty, hard
work and commitment.
Roger Waluube, Owner & Manager of
Pelham House and Aspire Home
Carers is rightfully proud of his
employees, and delighted that their
dedication and hard work will be
celebrated at the red-carpet event.
“But it is more than just about those
qualities,” he says, “it is also about
communicating, understanding and
self-development as well. We are in
the most challenging of ‘people’
businesses and without the right
staff, a lot of people are
disadvantaged.
“At both of our family businesses, we
are committed to not just achieving
high standards, but establishing them
for others in the care industry to
aspire to. And looking at the list of
other businesses represented, it
looks like we are doing just that..!”
Amalia Brightley-Gillott is the
Managing Director of Family Business
Place, who hosts the awards and
says: “Family-owned businesses play
such a huge role in the success of
Kent’s economy. Whilst family

• Jayne Chadwick, Manager, Aspire Home Carers (left) & Janet Deveson, Quality &
Compliance Ofﬁcer

members are often the face of the
business, it’s their fabulous
employees who keep the cogs
turning. From the woman who has
been working in the warehouse for
twenty years to the guy who drives
the van and the person on the front
desk; it’s these dedicated individuals
who deserve to be thanked and
celebrated.”
Kent’s Unsung Heroes recognises the
achievements and efforts of those
who work behind the scenes in all
business sectors, so for Pelham

House and Aspire Home Carers to
take two of the 12 winning places of
entries from all the family-run
businesses in the county is an
extraordinary result.
The complete list of businesses
represented at the Awards event is:
Aspire Home Carers; Braeburn Care;
Colin Batt Removals; Cook Trading;
Gallagher Group; HR Go; Kits Coty
Glamping; Pelham House Care Home;
Rap Interiors; Stevenson Brothers;
Team HARD Racing and Valentine
& Turner.
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Extraordinary, amazing, super-human!
by Jan Holben

In the early hours of Tuesday
morning (17/9) the swimming
fraternity across the world was
watching and waiting with
growing excitement to hear if
open water marathon swimmer
Sarah Thomas had completed a
record breaking FOUR laps of
the English Channel.

Sarah, who is currently staying in
Sandgate (but originally from
Colorado, USA) made this
courageous attempt prompted by a
diagnosis of breast cancer two
years ago. Sarah knew that she
would beat the gruelling cancer
treatment by giving herself a
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momentous goal to focus on, a goal
that would test her very being – and
she decided then to swim the
Channel, not once, or twice or even
three times – but never before done
- four times!!
Starting the ﬁrst leg of this epic swim
from Samphire Hoe, heading
towards the French coastline, Sarah
set off at 12am Sunday (15/09) –
and by Monday (16/9) around
mid-afternoon she had completed
the third lap having been in the
water for around 37 hours – and at
that moment becoming the ﬁfth
person to complete a solo swim
three ways.
Sarah didn’t stop there, she turned
back for a ‘never been done
before’, record breaking, fourth lap
to England. As night drew on the
conditions were not ideal, being
windy and choppy for this ﬁnal leg
of
the
swim,
but
with
encouragement from her husband
and support team – and repeating
to herself over and over ‘I can swim
through this night, I can swim
through this night’ she ﬁnally made
it back to the Dover coast to ﬁnish
at around 6am on Tuesday (17/9).
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Sarah’s supporters followed her
progress closely on social media –
none more closely than her
swimming colleagues in Sandgate
and Folkestone – and it seemed as
if the entire swimming fraternity from
across the world was watching
Sarah – tracking her progress over
the days. The 4 way distance swim
is around 80 miles but due to push
and pull of the currents and tides
Sarah swam an amazing 120 miles
in just over 54 hours – creating a
world ﬁrst record for Channel
swims.

As Sarah mentally prepared for her
amazing swim she posted on social
media why this swim was important
to her. She wrote “And ﬁnally, this
swim is dedicated to all the survivors
out there. This is for those of us who
have prayed for our lives, who have
wondered with despair about what
comes next, and have battled
through pain and fear to overcome.
This is for those of you just starting
your cancer journey and those of
you who are thriving with cancer
kicked ﬁrmly into the past, and for
everyone in between. This is for our
family and friends who held us in
their arms and provided the strength
and support we needed in the
hardest times. This is for those who
struggled alongside us, feeling our
pain as if it was their own. I’m
holding you all in my heart and
swimming for our health and futures.
We are stronger together, each and
every one of us.”
On hearing the news, Lewis Pugh,
British-South African endurance
swimmer, tweeted “Extraordinary,
amazing, super-human!!! Just when
we think we’ve reached the limit of
human endurance, someone
shatters the records!!! “
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Folkestone Debenhams fate is sealed
in High Court
by Andrew South

Further to our lead story in this
issue, the fate of Debenhams in
Folkestone appears to have
been sealed following a High
Court case brought by retail
entrepreneur Mike Ashley
last week.
The company had announced the
closure of four Kent stores –
Chatham, Ashford, Canterbury and
Folkestone – in April, but the
‘Company Voluntary Arrangement’
(CVA) was challenged by Ashley,
who is one of Debenhams’
landlords
and
who
tried
unsuccessfully to buy the retail
business earlier this year. The
company went into administration
the same month and appointed
Stefaan Vansteenkiste as Chief
Restructuring Ofﬁcer in an attempt
to deliver a turnaround for the
business. He was appointed as
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer in August,
but some of Debenhams’ landlords
objected to the closure proposals,
which applied to 22 of its least

proﬁtable stores, while paying
reduced rents at its remaining
outlets, in a bid to keep the
company aﬂoat.
Owner of Newcastle United
Football Club, Mike Ashley is one of
Britain’s
most
successful
entrepreneurs with a 60% stake in
Sports Direct and a fortune of
around £2 billion. His offer to invest
£40m in Debenhams was seen as
a cynical move to protect his own
rival department store House of
Fraser, which could see a rise in
sales if Debenhams disappeared
from the town centres.
However, at the High Court, Mr
Justice Norris found in favour of
Debenhams in four of ﬁve parts of
the claim, and the retailer’s CVA will
now move forward putting 1,200
jobs at risk. The earmarked stores
are scheduled for closure next year.
“The advantage to Mr Ashley is
said to be that it enables him to
pursue his grievance at the manner
in which his attempt to acquire
Debenhams pre-administration was

G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
Page 24

Wednesday 25th September 2019

frustrated,” the Judge ruled. “On the
material before me that analysis is
entirely plausible.”
While the Ashford store has been
rumoured to be a target for budget
retailer Primark, the Folkestone
branch has been proposed for a
new town centre cinema.
Debenhams’ new Chief Executive, Mr
Vansteenkiste issued a brief statement
about the High Court ruling.
“We are delighted that the court has
today conﬁrmed that our CVA is
effective and will continue to be
implemented as planned. We note

that the only aspect that the judge
required to be adjusted was a
technical provision of the CVA relating
to landlord forfeiture provisions.
“Our proposals had unprecedented
levels of support from our landlords
and today’s outcome is good news
for our 25,000 employees, our
pensioners and suppliers. We retain
the support of our lenders, and
everyone at Debenhams can
continue to focus on trading ahead
of the important Christmas period.”
The only thing we can add is watch
this retail space …

New Romney’s
arts & crafts movement
T

here’s a considerably
expanded range of day
and evening arts and
crafts courses being offered by
Teach Me. Teach Me’s primary objectives are to introduce
new and traditional skills to
the people of the Romney
Marsh. To this end, on the
one hand Teach Me delivers
a range of stained glass classes using methods that have
not changed in over 500 years;
while on the other, there are
jewellery classes using the latest precious metal clays that
once moulded can be fired to
produce solid silver, bronze or
even gold objects.
Classes are geared to be as
accessible as possible for anyone wanting to learn a new
skill or simply have a go.

For this reason, there are no
advance fees, but rather participants simply pay between
£16.00 and £20.00 as they
go – meaning if they miss a
week, there’s no charge. They
are also priced to compete favourably with publicly funded
courses offered by colleges
and adult education centres.
The timing of the sessions
has been to give the best
opportunity for people to
attend. So, there are daytime and evening courses
available.
2QH WKH ÀUVW FRXUVHV 7HDFK
Me organised was for stained
glass, which is held on a
Monday evening from 6.00 –
8.00pm. So popular has this
course become, that further

tions, colour mixing, mark
making and more are given
as each person paints – making the whole process very
relaxed and satisfying. Most
who come along lay claim to
being unable to paint or draw,
but in the course of just one
lesson, these claims can be
dismissed!

daytime sessions from 12.30
– 2.30pm and then from 3.00
– 5.00pm have been added. Classes are normally no
more than six people (to allow plenty of one to one time
with the tutors), 18 people
make stained glass works
each week. The remit for the
stained glass sessions has
also expanded to include copper foil work – think of Tiffany lamps – and glass fusing
in Teach Me’s large and small
electric kilns or one of its
microwave kilns.
Tuesdays see a very popular
mosaics course that runs from
10.00am – 1.00pm. One of the
best features of the mosaics
sessions is that the participants are not restricted to
just using tiles on a two dimensional surface. Instead,
a wide variety of tesserae (it’s
what mosaicists call the pieces
they stick down) from buttons to sea shells can be used.
Methods taught include the
direct method, where tesserae
are stuck directly to a surface;
and indirect, where tesserae

DUHÀUVWVWXFNWRDPHVKDQG
then cemented to wall once
completed. Again, the methods of mosaicking has hardly
changed since Roman times.
Thursday mornings from
10.00am to noon are when
lino cut block printing takes
place. This highly rewarding
and therapeutic art is easier
than many people think. Par-

ticipants learn how to design
for lino cut printing in one or
more colours and then get to
cut their own blocks using a
variety of tools and gouges.
Once the blocks are complete,
numerous ink prints can be
made onto a variety of papers
and cards.

Weekends are reserved for
full day workshops that cover
every art and craft that Teach
Me offers. There is a new programme of seasonal events
covering Christmas and Halloween, with a wide variety of
crafts geared towards celebrations and gift making. Visit
the website at www.teachmecourses.co.uk for details. Materials, tools, consumables, refreshments, lunch and tea are
covered by a very reasonable
À[HGSULFH
Teach Me is the brainchild of
New Romney artists Yolanda
and John Houston, whose aim
is to introduce local people
to both new and traditional
skills, encourage them to take
up a new hobby and most of
all, to have great fun doing so.

On Thursday evenings from
6.00 - 8.00pm Teach Me hosts
painting and drawing sessions using acrylics. Lessons
are delivered in a very practical way, with participants
producing painting from the
get go. Instruction on composition, perspective, propor-

For information or to book a place, visit
www.teachmecourses.co.uk
or call 01797 364366 or 07770 347616.
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Oh My Dog!
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It’s the owner that’s good or lazy
– not the dog
There are 211 breeds of dog in the world right now, but there are only two
types of owners - good or lazy.
It’s really not that hard to be a good dog owner. There isn’t even a set of
measurements you can score yourself against to work out if you are indeed
a good owner.
Entertain them, give them good quality food, somewhere safe to sleep,
interact with them, do all of this regularly and consistently, you know, that
kind of thing. Like you would expect a normal dog owner to “just do”.
What have I missed? Oh yes! The exercise. This is where it all starts to go a
bit wrong.
The lazy owners think that if they take their dog out for a walk once or even
twice a day then this is responsible dog ownership. They think letting their
dog off lead to “have fun”, run around and do whatever they want off lead is
“okay”.
Well no, it isn’t okay, it is lazy and it does the dog no favours at all. The lazy
owner thinks that people who complain about their dog running around in
an uncontrolled fashion are too uptight, and that they should recognise that
it is what a dog does.
No again, it’s not okay, it teaches the dog bad habits, it puts the dog at risk
of being lost, or being attacked by other dogs or the owner coming into
conﬂict with other owners. I bet there isn’t one dog owner in Looker land
who hasn’t witnessed a heated exchange of words between owners on this
very matter.
If you don’t play with your dog at home on a regular basis, if you don’t know
what your dog likes, which toy, which treat, which game, where they like to
be touched the most, then you won’t build a bond with your dog whereby
they know you are the source of their fun when out. It takes time and effort
to build this bond. If you do it, you will be able to control your dog when offlead outside as they will see you as all the fun they need, not that dog 100
metres away, or that person riding a bike along the seawall.
If you aren’t prepared to do this, then you are a lazy dog owner. I’m not
judging you, it is just a simple fact of dog ownership. Finally, let me be clear,
it’s okay to let your dog off-lead, but if you can’t control them when they are
off lead, then this is problematic and it’s your fault, not the dog’s.
Paws, Claws & More can be contacted on 07572 427449
or by e-mail: phil@pawsclawsandmorekent.co.uk
www.pawsclawsandmorekent.co.uk

MIDDLEMARSH WI – September Meeting
Trepanning to cure a headache? Arsenic for anaemia? Strychnine for
constipation? Chloroform for hiccups? Or Camphor for a bad chest,
butter preventing facial wrinkles, Lavender for sleep, Rosemary for
memory! We discussed strange old remedies for minor illness, yet our
Speaker had tales of the need for modern treatments in Africa!
Our Speaker’s illustrated talk explained how as a qualiﬁed
Anaesthetist he volunteered to work aboard the charity Mercy Ship
MV Anastasis in Africa (photo from Wikipedia).
Patients travel
miles to the
ﬂoating hospital.
Providing
surgery, staff
also offer
training to local
professionals
and advice to
governments.
Pictures and stories of treatment were poignant, none more so than the
patients’ own stories. The consequences of treatable conditions can
be devastating yet remedial surgery at the ﬂoating hospital changes
everything!
President Barbara and husband Dave were offered Congratulations
on celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary this month.
Next meeting Thursday 3 October, 9.30am, at St Mary’s Bay Village
Hall. The Competition: A Handmade Crown. Speaker’s topic: ‘My life
as a bodyguard to the Royal Family’.
Contact details for Middlemarsh WI are: President: Mrs Barbara
Shepherd, telephone 01303 870399, and Secretary: Mrs Rosemary
Street, telephone 01303 875359.
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Trains in the midwest
TRAIN TALES – by Ken & Maureen Mills
We started our trip in Las Vegas
and after two nights there we
were up early for our bus trip to
Williams.
On the way, we saw some
wonderful sights including the
“Hoover Dam”. Our next stop was
Kingman, an ideal place for train
spotting. Here we saw goods trains
which seemed to go on and on,
they were even stacked two
containers high. These would have
three or four engines pulling and
some with engines in the middle or
at the end making our trains in
England look like toy trains. On the
road again and we took a detour
on to the famous Route 66 for an ice
cream stop and we were made to
feel at home when we saw a place
called the Romney Motel. We
stayed overnight at Williams where
we were treated to a cowboy BBQ.
Next day we went to the station for
the ﬁrst of our train rides which
everyone was looking forward to,
a ride to the Grand Canyon. The
railway was ﬁrst built in the late
1800s to transport ore and this was
well before Arizona was known as
the Grand Canyon State. It was
soon recognised that this railway
could also be a tourist attraction,
and in 1901 it made its ﬁrst journey
to the rim. The scenery kept
changing from the lovely green
forest to open land that looked so
barren. On arrival at the Canyon
we walked up the hill to the rim and
what a spectacular view was laid
out before us. What a wonderful
creation and it wasn’t man made.
All too soon we were back on the
bus and heading for Flagstaff, our
next overnight stay.

can only be closed for 15 minutes.
If they overrun, our passenger train
would be pulled over to a siding to
allow a freight train to go through.
Hence our train would start to run
late and cause problems all along
the line. It was a lovely train and
such wonderful seats; Amtrak
seemed a great way to travel, and
a journey we really enjoyed.
After a couple of days, we were off
again to ride the ‘Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad’. On arriving at
Antonito, our train was steaming up
getting ready to attach to the coaches
for 64 mile long trip. This would take
us up into the mountains. We stopped
at Osier and had a picnic and the
weather was perfect as we sat on the
mountain watching the engines take
on water. Soon we were on our way
again to Cumbres. We had crossed
from New Mexico to Colorado
several times to complete the trip and
then went to Durango to stay for a
couple of nights.
Our next trip was on the ‘Durango
& Silverton Railroad’ which had
been running for over 130 years,
and was built to haul silver and gold
ore from the San Juan Mountains.
We were soon off into the
mountains, climbing and crossing
the river many times. The highlight
was unbelievable with a sheer drop
of four hundred feet below; looking
out and down you couldn’t see the
track bed, it was like ﬂying. We then
began the descent into the valley

and Silverton. After a short stay we
were off to a town called Ouray
where the swimming pools are fed
by the hot springs and are in use
winter and summer, although like
Silverton it can be cut off due to
snow in the winter.
We then continued to Grand
Junction for our over night stop.
Next morning, we went to the
station for our train ride to Denver
on the world-famous ‘Californian
Zephyr’. We boarded without the
hassle of Flagstaff and found our
seats for a comfortable ride all the
way to Denver. What wonderful
scenery again, we always thought
it couldn’t get better but in this
country it’s something you should
never say. We passed through
gorges and climbed more
mountains and stopped at Ski
resorts which had no snow and
went through the Moffat Tunnel

which is six miles long and runs
through the continental divide. This
is only noticeable by the fact that the
river begins to run the other way.
We then began the drop down into
Denver through many small tunnels
and round many bends which twist
and turn through the Rockies. At one
such bend we saw wagons loaded
with ballast which had been put
there to protect the high trains from
the winds. We saw the ‘high-mile’
city of Denver in the distance as it
was all lit up and it was now nearly
dark. When we entered Denver it
seemed strange as the trains have
to back into the station platform.
We spent our last day at the ‘George
Town Loop Railroad’ and during the
night it had snowed high up in the
Rockies which we could see in the
distance. All to soon we headed to
the airport to ﬂy home with great
memories of a holiday to remember.

Next morning, we had to be up
early to catch the 6 a.m. Amtrak
train to Albuquerque. On the
platform, we had to stand in special
places to board the train and when
it pulled in, we had to let the
passengers alight and then board
quickly. We later asked the
conductor why all the nonsense at
Flagstaff regarding boarding, and
he explained that the station is
between two cross roads and these
Wednesday 25th September 2019
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Waspy waist or
hoverlike ﬂight
For those of you who regularly
come across trapped insects in
your home or car, it is very easy
to assume that it is something
that could sng you.

Beeﬂy

However, most of the me these
ﬂying creatures might not be as
scary and dangerous as you ﬁrst
think. You may be surprised at how
many insects that you assume have
a sng, in fact don’t. You may be glad
to discover that male bumblebees
for example, don’t have a sng, and
although honeybees do, they have
to break oﬀ part of their abdomen
to sng you, so would die, and as
such they are unlikely to use it. A key
disnguishing feature to look out for
if you think the insect you have
found is a wasp is their narrow
‘waspy’ waists, which neither bees
nor hoverﬂies have.

hornet; however they have no sng,
so cannot sng you. The key
features that disnguish a hoverﬂy
from a bee or wasp are: their big
‘ﬂylike’ eyes; two wings (rather than
four) and when seen in ﬂight, they
appear to hover.
Other insects that you may ﬁnd
ﬂying into your home at this me of
year, parcularly as the evenings
draw in, are moths. There are sll a
good variety of moths ﬂying around
at night and, as they are naturally
drawn to light they regularly ﬁnd
their way into our homes or places
of work. I came across this beauful
(and harmless) elephant hawkmoth
when locking up at work one
evening, and even though its size
was quite frightening at ﬁrst, once I
caught it, I soon discovered how
beauful it was.

Elephant hawkmoth

Flying invertebrates in the UK that
can’t sng you, include: dragonﬂies,
hoverﬂies, mayﬂies, lacewings,
buerﬂies, moths, other ﬂies (such
as bee ﬂies), and male bumblebees.
So next me you see a trapped
insect inside, see if you can get a
good look at it before you release it
Fly
through the window, parcularly if
you are brave enough to catch it in
There are a huge range of bee and
a glass to have a closer look. You
wasp mimics in the UK. This is
might just discover that it is more
because if an insect looks like a bee
beauful than it ﬁrst seems.
or wasp, it is presumed to have a
sng, and even if it doesn’t, it is less If you want to learn more about the
likely to be eaten by other animals. unusual wildlife that lives across the
In the UK we have lots of yellow and Marsh, join us on one of our
black insects that don’t harm you. upcoming guided walks or volunteer
The hoverﬂy is one example of this. tasks, we can let you know what’s
These can be quite large in size; coming up if you send us an email
some are even similar in size to a to: mail@rmcp.co.uk.
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Along with 3 other scouts from the Romney Marsh I had a fantastic time at the 24th World Scout Jamboree with
45,000 other scouts from around the world. We couldn’t have been there without the
support from the local community – you were so generous. I would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who helped me and the others reach our £4000 targets. It was an
amazing, once in a lifetime trip and meeting other
scouts from different countries and cultures was the
real highlight for me.

My first flight ever!
View from our speedboat on
the Hudson River, New York

Which one’s my bag???
Leaving NY for West Virginia

There was a drone show at
the opening ceremony

My unit enjoying the music

A bit of fishing!!

The Romney Marsh has a newly formed District Explorer Scout
Unit for 14 ½ - 18 year olds which I have joined. We had a great
camp last weekend and I completed the Young leaders training
module so I am looking forward to lots of fun ahead.
There are also 7 scouts from the district heading off to the
European Jamboree in Poland, they will have an incredible time
– Good Luck.
Reuben 1st New Romney Scout Group
Wednesday 25th September 2019
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

Last Sunday I aended once again the annual Bale of Britain service
at St Stephen’s church in Lympne.
This year marks the 79th anniversary of that epic struggle between the
RAF and the German air force above the skies of Kent, when the fate
of western Europe hung by a thread. Defeat would have given the
Nazis air superiority over the English Channel and the opportunity to
aack Britain’s defenceless cies. It would also have facilitated an
invasion of our country in 1940. The fact that an inially numerically
inferior Royal Air Force won through is a testament to so many meless
qualies; dogged determinaon to ﬁght a known evil, personal courage
in the face of adversity, the technical superiority of our Spitﬁre and
Hurricane planes and the mastery of taccs by Fighter Command.
Even though many years have passed, and fewer and fewer people
have personal memories of this conﬂict, it is important, parcularly
in our corner of England, that we remember the Bale of Britain in
its own right.
I would like to thank the Hythe and Romney Marsh branch of the
Royal Air Force Associaon, and in parcular their Chairman Bob
Spinner and Treasurer Alison Patridge, for organising the memorial
service. It was great to see an excellent turn out of air cadets, as well
as the ﬂag bearers who provided the guard of honour.
The service at Lympne always seems parcularly poignant to me
given its proximity to the former aerodrome in the village, which
played an acve part in the bale. Port Lympne was also used to
provide accommodaon for air oﬃcers from Czechoslovakia who
were supporng the Allied war eﬀort. However, there were also other
services at Folkestone and Capel le Ferne to mark this anniversary. I
was also interested to learn as well about plans for a new memorial
at Dungeness to remember pilots who lost their lives over the sea
and in that corner of Romney Marsh during the Second World War.
Another place for quite reﬂecon on the Marsh is the sculpture park
created and curated by Briony Kapoor and the IMOS Foundaon,
around the former parish church of Hope, near New Romney.
The church was consecrated in the twelh century but has been a
ruin for hundreds of years and the village that it once served is also
long departed. The sculptures commemorate the relaonship
between the armed forces and Romney Marsh, as well as the lives of
local Saints and others whose work has provided a source of
inspiraon to people of all faiths. The church and sculpture park are
open to the public but should be viewed on appointment through the
IMOS Foundaon. You can ﬁnd out more informaon from the
website imosfoundaon.org
Folkestone and Hythe District Council has announced that our town
centres will beneﬁt from a £3m investment from the High Streets
Fund. This fund will support restoraon works to properes and
master planning for the future of our local high streets. Businesses
who would like more informaon about this, including how to apply
for support, can ﬁnd it at the website folkestone.works
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Mrs P’s Diary
I really think that there should be a test for having
a mobility scooter. Eyesight, hearing and a
sound mind as a basic requirements.
I reached this conclusion having
witnessed a fairly spectacular
incident last week.
A man on a small and cheap
machine went careering past me
just as I was mid-bite on a scone.
After doing a wheelie he screamed
and crashed into a wall, fell off and
lay under the scooter. Two men
sprinted to his aid whilst I walked quickly into the hotel for help.
They sat him back on the uprighted buggy. He had a cut on his
head to which an ice pack was applied. He remained silent as
advice was given. As the ﬁrst aiders departed he said loudly,”I’m a
doctor”. Should have worn a helmet then … in fact why is that not
compulsory?
With the aging population, especially in this area, there will soon
be more mobility scooters than cars.
I had to meet up with someone the other day who described
himself as having white hair and wearing a jumper. That narrows
it down. He arrived on foot and offered me a lift home. I declined
as I had no helmet about my person and did not relish the
thought of riding pillion on a scooter made for one.
Mr P is considering purchasing a vehicle. However he wants a
high spec model with a roof rack and sat nav. No doubt cup
holders will be added to the list. I require scone holders.
PS. No scones were harmed in the incident.

EDITOR’S WORD

Welcome to Issue 233!
And what a varied package we have for you this me!
We’ve already had posive feedback from our new
readers in Folkestone, and we will connue our eﬀorts
to become the number one print medium in the district.
We welcome contribuons from all parts of the area
about events, new iniaves and news stories which
may not otherwise ﬁnd a home.
For new readers who have only just discovered ‘The
Looker’, we have a long track record of tackling issues that
others may not cover – and somemes in a quirky and
original way. For example, over a year ago, we predicted
that there would be increased traﬃcking of migrants from
France to the UK, with our editor esmang around 500
arriving here over the next year, but to date around 1,650
have reached our shores. At the me, other newspapers
believed we were sensaonalising the issue.
In our next edion we hope to cover what happens to
these refugees when they arrive here and are ‘processed’,
whether for asylum or repatriaon.
This issue reﬂects the wide variety of stories, events and
projects which emanate from this area whether from the
rural Marsh or its more urban coast.
The Looker aims to champion good causes throughout
the district and promote individuals and organisaons
who aim to make lives beer. For example, a new
demena project which was launched last week will seek
to establish a steering group to improve demena
awareness across the Marsh. Simple measures can make
a huge diﬀerence to those living with this disease. New
Romney daredevil Tracy Bartle jumped out of a plane to
raise funds for the Romney Marsh Day Centre where she
works – fortunately she was aached to an experienced
parachust to guide her to terra ﬁrma.
And there will be much excitement in Hythe tomorrow
as the new Aldi store opens its doors in London Road.
The opening is part of a naonal eﬀort by the retailer to
open a new branch every week, on the basis that the only
people who don’t yet shop there are those who don’t yet
have access to a store, which carries some sense of
economic logic.
As part of our desire to promote the beauty and
tranquility of the Marsh, we take our readers on a tour of
the area, stopping oﬀ at some of its churches courtesy of
the SALT Fesval and an audio trail created by Art in
Romney Marsh.
In the next issue, we shall be looking at the new brand
awareness iniave which will help to aract businesses,
tourism and awareness of the district’s unique qualies.
Enjoy the read!

David, Andrew and The Looker team
Wednesday 25th September 2019
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL
Lydd Town 26 Stansﬁeld
Lydd scored ﬁrst in this Southern Counes League game with Alex Coyne
neng aer 11 minutes. The visitors soon replied and despite a Tom Barton
goal just before half me, they were 32 up at the interval. Stansﬁeld scored
three more in the second half to take the three points.

Fleetdown United 21 New Romney
A close game but New Romney just lost in this County League match.

Raynes Park Vale 20 Lydd Town
Raynes Park won this FA Vase replay with two
goals in extra me.

New Romney 12 Bromleians
The Marsh side is going through a hard me at the
moment with yet another defeat. Eban Gurung
scored their only goal.

Lydd Town Reserves 25
Rochester City
Lydd Reserves started their season with a heavy defeat against Rochester City
in the County League. Tom Morgans scored both the goals for the Lydders.

Paddock Wood Reserves 12 New Romney Reserves
Goals in each half from Tony Norris and Joe Tibble helped New Romney to three
points in this league match.

Tankerton 30 New Romney Reserves
New Romney struggled in this away loss to Tankerton.

Larkﬁeld Veterans 12 New Romney Veterans
A good result for New Romney Vets in their ﬁrst game of the season. Luke Parker
and Allen Sterling were on target for the visitors.

Lydd Grasshoppers 24 Hythe Royal Brish Legion
Lydd Grasshoppers blew a twogoal lead before eventually going down 42 at
home to Hythe Royal Brish Legion in a game played at the Hoppers new
ground in New Romney. Andy Benne’s young side went ahead thanks to goals
from Aurin Johnson and Henry Donoghue but Hythe were inspired by Dan
Arnold’s hattrick and another strike courtesy of Danny Welsh as the visitors
connued their decent start to the new campaign.

Division One rivals Lydd Grasshoppers in their ﬁrstround clash at Swan Lane
running out 21 winners. Ashley Boyd capitalised on a defensive mistake to put
the Horsemen ahead before an own goal doubled the home sides advantage.
Adam Washford pulled a late goal back for Grasshoppers, but it turned out to
be a mere consolaon for the visitors.

LOCAL CRICKET
Wye 124 all out v Lydd 2574
Lydd won by 133 runs
Wye won the toss and put Lydd into
bat in this friendly match. They
made 2574 thanks to 116 not
out from Dan Anderson. Lewis
Unwin scored 53 and both Alec
Lindsey and Marn Ham
made 26.
The home side never really
threatened to get anywhere
near the Lydders score and ﬁnished up 124 all out aer 25 overs. Lewis Unwin
took 33, Alec Lindsey 316 and Stephen Fletcher 238 for the Marsh side.

New Romney 138 all out
v Eastwood 2263
Eastwood won by 88 runs
New Romney hosted Eastwood CC who were on tour from Essex for this
friendly game. Bang ﬁrst, the visitors made 2263 aer their 40 overs.
Harrison Carroll was the most successful New Romney bowler taking 121.
The home side could only manage 138 aer 37 overs with Elliot Symonds
making 83 of them. Terry Owen was the only other batsman to reach double
ﬁgures, scoring just 10.

Lydd 1251 v Eastwood 121 all out
Lydd won by nine wickets
Eastwood CC connued their tour but were well beaten by the Lydders.
Eastwood baed ﬁrst and managed 121 aer 31 overs. The most successful
Lydd bowlers were Adam Lindsey with 316, Marn Ham 213 and Lawrence
Addy 218.
When Lydd went in, Adam Lindsey with 52 not out and Dan Anderson with 31
not out, saw the home side to victory. Lewis Unwin made 29.

Upchurch 207 all out v Brookland 159 all out
Upchurch won by 48 runs

K Sports Veterans 51 Lydd & Marsh Veterans

The last league match of the season saw a defeat for the Marsh side. Upchurch
baed ﬁrst and were all out for 207 with Jack Savage taking 439 and Derek
West 236.

The Marsh side lost heavily in this Kent Veterans Cup match.

Sco Balcomb was the top scorer for Brookland making 70 in their 159 all out.

Horsebox Bars 21 Lydd Grasshoppers

Brookland had a good season and ﬁnished fourth in the Kent Village League
behind Harbledown, MershamleHatch and Upchurch.

Horsebox Bars reached the second round of the Bodkin Cup aer they saw oﬀ
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 26th September

Sunday 29th September

Lydd Meeng Point, Hardy Hall, 10am

Romney Marsh Walking Society,
Hamstreet Village Hall, 2pm

Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30pm
Friday 27th September
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 11am
St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1pm4pm
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm (7
10 years)
Quiz Night, New Romney Day Centre, 7pm
(01797363888)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30pm7.30pm
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (1115 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 28th September

Monday 30th September
Craers & Kniers, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10am
Dymchurch Meeng Point, Methodist
Church, 10am
Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm3.45pm
New Romney 65 Club, Presco House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm

Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,
LyddonSea, 2pm4pm
Country Mice Needle Cra Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Friday 4th October
Marsh Ink Writers Group, St. Mary's Bay
Village Hall, 10am12pm (Contact: Mary
Leadbeer on 07714 064293)

Friday 4th &
Saturday 5th October
Romney Marsh Warme Weekend,
Brenze Aeronaucal Museum, 10am
4pm (Contact: 07818 891336 for details)

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30pm

Saturday 5th October

Tuesday 1st October

Autumn Fayre, United Reform Church, East
St., Hythe, 11am1.30pm (Cras, Christmas
stall, Bole Bola, Books, Bricabrac, Cake
stall, New goods, Jewellery and Garden stall.
Entry by donaon includes free tea/coﬀee)

Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10am
Greatstone Meeng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
5.30pm7pm

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
Thursdays: Footcare 9am4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am12 noon

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am

Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney, 6.30pm
(16 years plus)

Fridays: Hearing Aid baery service 9am
11am; Footcare 9am4pm; Tone Up &
Tighten Up 2.30pm3.30pm

Coﬀee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10.30am12.30pm

New Romney Cra Group, Old School, 7pm

Coﬀee Morning & Cake Sale, Shepherd &
Crook, Burmarsh, 123pm

Wednesday 2nd October

Mondays: Footcare 9am4pm; Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am; One You
Weight Management 1.30pm; First Monday
of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic 9am11am

Autumn Concert, Ivychurch Church, 7.30pm

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30am1pm

Canterbury Brass Band, St. Mary’s Bay
Church, 7.30pm

Romney Marsh Walking Society, Black
Horse, Pluckley, 10am (4.5 miles)

The Haywardians, Village Hall, St. Mary’s
Bay, 7.30pm

PopUp Café, The Green, Ivychurch,
10.30am12.30pm

Romney Marsh Morris Charity Masquerade
Night, Dymchurch Village Hall, 7.30pm

Purly Girlies for Kniers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Tuesdays: Hearing Aid baery service
9am11am; NHS Health Walk 10am;
Stop Smoking Clinic 12.30pm4.30p;
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am11am
Wednesdays: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am11.30am; Art Group 11am
12noon; Pilates 4.15pm5.15pm

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER
We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our
readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797
364837
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MARSH MEMORIES
Early Days in New Romney (Part 2) – by Brig Kitchener
There were lots of celebraons and street
pares at the end of the Second World
War that took place in New Romney and
Lilestone (see photos).
I suppose the biggest changes were the
increasing absence of the army in the area.
I missed the sound of the bagpipes that
the Scosh soldiers used to play regularly
and also the bren gun carriers’ strange
whiney engines. We had some RAF
recovery vehicles staoned near New
Romney including huge Mk7 ‘Coles’ cranes
and extremely long ‘Queen Mary’ trailers.
These were used to recover aircra that
had crashed, especially those that had
mechanical failures or run out of fuel and
could be repaired and used again. I was
fascinated with these odd vehicles and
learnt to name and recognise them. Aerial
acvity decreased and consequently so did
the presence of Polish and American
airman in the town, resulng in the serious
loss of chocolate and chewing gum.
In our family there was great joy when my
father came home from the war. His
unannounced arrival was somewhat
blunted by the fact he was mistaken for
the dustman. Apparently, the dustman was
due and when my father came to the back
door with his kitbag on his back, my
mother saw him pass the kitchen window
and thought that the bin man had arrived.
Can you imagine my surprise at coming
home from school to ﬁnd a strange man in
uniform sing in the kitchen drinking tea
and being told, this is your father! He came
home with some interesng contents in
his kit bag including boxes of ‘Sunripe’
cigarees and oranges. The cigarees
were freely issued on the boat which
brought him home from Italy and the
oranges were liberated green from an
orchard collected before sailing. By the
me they arrived in our house they were
ready to eat. It was my ﬁrst sight of such
fruit.

About this me I became a member of the
choir at St. Nicholas Church. When I ﬁrst
joined the choir, the organ was a
tradional pipe organ but I believe that
when that was replaced with an electronic
one, we were one of the ﬁrst parish
churches to have one. The vicar was the
Rev. Dolphin and the choir master was Mr.
Tulle. Aer choir pracce we were
allowed to stay to listen to Mr Tulle while
he pracced his skills. He was fantasc and
somemes played nonchurch music
especially for us. One of my regrets is that
I can’t play any musical instruments and I
have limited ability to read music. I’m
proud to say that I eventually became head
choir boy and it was an enjoyable group to
be with for not only did we sing at the
church services but occasionally at
weddings and funerals as well. Extra
money was given for these acvies and
somemes even lemonade and biscuits.
School was geng back to normal with no
more gas masks or visits to the air raid
shelter. Daily milk was restored and arrived
in one third of a pint boles. We had a
school garden which was divided up into
plots, each of which had a team to look
aer it. Much was learned from this
seemingly simple acvity, from the hard
physical work of digging and culvang to
the necessity of regularly removing the
weeds in order that the crops could grow
unhindered. All the tools had to be cleaned
aer use to ensure longevity.
We used to steal hot potatoes that were
being cooked for the pigs from Prior’s
Barn, opposite the Primary School in
Church Lane, and eat them. I used to like
to watch Cycle Speedway and can
remember cycling over to Lydd for their
matches against Rye Rockets. I remember
we went sledging at the ‘horseshoe’, a
raised piece of ground oﬀ Church Road,
behind where the bungalows are now. We
used the curved part of an old Anderson

shelter panel for the sledge. Some of us
also used to go ‘scrumping’ for apples in
Prior’s orchard at the end of Tookey Road.
Very soon the scholarship exams, the
forerunner of the eleven plus, became the
focus of school life. This would decide
whether you progressed to a Grammar
School or a Secondary School for your
future educaon. It was in my opinion a
twoer system that didn’t always work
and somemes led to a somewhat divided
community. I think it was parcularly harsh
on those of us who had weathered the
storm of war together only to be cruelly
separated at a very important me of our
young lives.
For those of us who passed the exam and
went to Grammar School, in my case
Harvey Grammar School in Folkestone, we
became like modern day commuters. We
lived in the town but were absent from
eight o’clock in the morning unl ﬁve
o’clock at night, ﬁve days a week and we
spent two hours a day sing on a bus. For
me this was not very conducive to
learning, bearing in mind homework had to
be done almost daily. Wring by gaslight
for half of the year was not easy, imagine
using toilet paper when it was available to
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use as tracing paper for your Geography
maps. There was no ready source of
informaon available, no internet or
television and even text books were
scarce. This is not intended to be a whine
but just a reﬂecon of how it was.
There were, of course, good things about
going to Harvey. Being with all those
fantasc masters who imparted their
knowledge to us so willingly and meeng
boys
from
completely
diﬀerent
backgrounds to us. We had constant
lighng and heang, hot food at lunchme
and somemes even second helpings. We
also had distracons. One that parcularly
comes to mind was the passage of the
famous ‘Golden Arrow’ train steaming daily
past the School on an embankment on the
far side of the cemetery. Should you be in
a classroom on the ﬁrst ﬂoor at around
eleven o’clock, then aenon faded as this
magniﬁcent steam engine passed by taking
privileged passengers to Folkestone
Harbour for their onward journey by cross
channel ferry to Europe and thence to who
knows where? A couple of the teachers
gave in to the lack of aenon and
stopped teaching for the few minutes that
this occurred.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP
FOOD BANKS. The banks on the Marsh are held in
New Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays
from 5.307pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from
6.307.30pm. If you have problems feeding your family,
you can obtain vouchers from the Community church
on 01797 366855 or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
They have a list of immediate necessies including LL milk,
nned cold meat, nned tomatoes, shampoo, LL orange
juice, toilet rolls and deodorant. Many church have
collecons points, and all nned and packet food, well in
date, is welcome, but at the moment, they DO NOT need
nned beans or soup, teabags, pasta or dried rice.
Many churches will be using Harvest Fesvals to
collect for the food banks, and there are longer lists of
necessies in the churches. Especially welcome at
present are small packets or jars, coﬀee, LL milk, fruit
juice, beans, sugar, etc These are useful for single
people, a group oen overlooked in charitable giving.

Romney and Tenterden Deanery
With major changes happening all the me in Anglican
circles, an evening is being organised to meet the
Deanery Synod (governing body). This is on
Wednesday, October 9th, at 7pm in the Church of the
Good Shepherd in Hamstreet, starng at 7pm. There
will lots of me for discussion, aer opening worship,
and refreshments. The theme will be “making
connecons for Christ”

Fairﬁeld St Thomas

New Romney, St Nicholas

Sunday, October 6. 10am Holy Communion.

Messy church. Next get together, Friday, September
27th, 3.154.30pm This acvity for all primary aged
children is full of fun, stories, music, worship, and
learning about the Chrisan Faith. The success of this
group means that more helpers are always needed.
Ring Penny on 01797 362560 if you are interested.

Greatstone, St Peter
A monthly cra market by Marsh Makers is held in the
church hall on the ﬁrst Saturday of each month, so the
next one will be on Saturday, October 5th from 10am
2pm. Many homemade items for sale, including kning,
crochet, sewing, shell and beach cra, cards, glass art,
baking, cakes and savouries, and preserves. Perhaps have
a look for some unique Christmas presents.
The Harvest Service will take place on Sunday, October
6th at 10.30pm, and the harvest lunch will be
immediately aerwards. If you would to book a place
ring Tricia on 01797 363002. There will be
entertainment, and ckets are £7 for adults and £3.50
for children, and proﬁts will go to Diocesan Appeal for
churches in poorer areas.
The beneﬁce of Greatstone and Lydd have recently
raonalised all their bank accounts to save money. This
is called “PCC of Lydd” and ALL payments have to be paid
into this account. Most banking is now processed by
computer, and it will reject any cheques which are not
exactly right. You can, of course, sll specify where your
donaons are going, but don’t write it on the cheque!

Ivychurch, St George

Harvest Supper. This will take place on Friday, October
18th in Brookland Village Hall at 7pm. The cost will be
£10 and it will be 2 course hot meal. For ckets ring
Chrisne on 07920 484637 or Maureen on 01797
344628, or put your name on the list in Church.
Pop up café and Informaon Hub. The next visit is on
Friday, October 11th from 10amnoon. The recent
visits have been very successful, refreshments and
delicious cake available, come along and join in a
morning of meeng friends old and new. If you need
help with transport, ring Liza on 07771 661871, or
Kathy on 07431 737041.

Concert, on Saturday, September 28 by the Tenterden
singers at 7.30pm in the church. Tickets are £10 and
can be obtained from the Bell Pub or from Margaret
Waite on 01797 344283.
Harvest Supper will be on Saturday, October 5th at 7
for 7.30pm in the church. Tickets from the Bell, or from
Margaret Waite, see above info. This is usually a large
happy evening, so do get your cket and come along.
Pop up café and informaon Hub. The next visit of this
community iniave will be on Wednesday, October
2nd, from 10.30am12.30pm. It also serves as an
informaon hub so if you need any advice, do come
along. Everyone is warmly invited, and tea and cake will
be served. If you need a li, ring Liza on 07771 661871.

Burmarsh, All Saints

Lydd, All Saints

The Shepherd and Crook Pub is very supporve of the
local community and church, and their next event is a
Coﬀee and cake sale for Macmillan on Saturday,
September 28th from Noon3pm.

Food bank in Hardy Hall, 6.307.30pm. See head of
column for details.
Christmas Shoeboxes(Samaritans Purse). The church is
organising another collected of Shoeboxes full of
presents for children in poorer countries. You can
choose the age and sex of the child you want to donate
to, and a leaﬂet with guidance, and a list of suitable
things, can be found in the churches. You can also give
donaons of any of these gis, even if you don’t feel
you can do a whole box. Boxes can be provided if
necessary. Ring EmmaJane Ross for any more details,
on 07976 481150 or 01797 320593.
PCC of Lydd, see item about reorganising of church
accounts, under Greatstone.
Retreat Day on Wednesday, October 2nd 10am4pm.
Held in the church. For more informaon ring Les on
01797 320108.

Brookland, St Augusne

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul
Coming events. November 1st “Light Party” 57.30pm
for children in the Dymchurch Scout Hut in Chapel
Road, Dymchurch, TN29 0TD. Come along and have
fun and eats, an alternate to Halloween.
Christmas market in the Village Hall, Ogarswick
Avenue. Saturday, November 9th, from 10am2pm.
This is a combined eﬀort with village and church. Sales
and cra tables available at £10. All welcome to come
along and buy some early Christmas gis, To book a
table, ring Chris Clark on 07740 395497.
Bacon Bues and Bingo, Saturday, November 23rd
from 10amnoon. Held in Scout Hut, Chapel road.
Bacon bues from 10am, bingo from 11am. £3
person, which includes buy and tea or coﬀee. Bingo
cards for sale, and a raﬄe will be held.

St Monica RC Church
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm. Vigil, the evening before
Holy Days of Obligaon, at 7.30pm.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul
Last of summer coﬀee morning on Saturday, October
5th, from 10.30am 12.30pm. Several stalls raﬄe and
books as well as refreshments.

Romney Marsh Community Church
As well as the usual Sunday services at 10.30am on
Sundays, there are many youth and children’s sessions,
during the week, for youngsters of all ages. At the
Sunday morning service, the youngsters can leave for
part of the service, for their own age groups, and babies
and toddlers can be le in a well equipped crèche,
with police checked helpers. Ring church oﬃce on
01797 366855 for any queries.
Alpha Course. Ever had quesons about Chrisanity,
but been too shy to ask? This course could be for you.
These are on Wednesday evenings, from 7pm, and
starts 18th September. Every session is stand alone, so
you can pick up the course, even if you haven’t been
to them all. They always start with something nice to
eat, involve a video, and a free and easy discussion,
where quesons and doubts are welcomed. Ring
01797 366855 for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans
Next service on Sunday, October 10th, at 9am, and will
be Holy Communion.
Parishioners from Snargate will be joining in the local
Harvest Supper. For details see Brookland entry.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints
Concert by Canterbury Brass Band, on Saturday,
September 28th at 730pm. Tickets are £5, on the door,
This is always a popular and much enjoyed event so do
come along and enjoy the wide arrangement of music.
Harvest Service and lunch on Sunday, October 6th.
Service at 10.30am, with lunch in the hall aerwards.
There will be a collecon of dried and packet food for
food bank at this service. See item at head of arcle for
the things most needed.

St Mary in the Marsh
Harvest Supper on Saturday, October 12th in the
Church hall at St Mary’s Bay. Tickets are £12.50 for 4
course supper, and can be purchased from Jackie
Alston on 01797 362273. The Harvest service will be
on the following day at 6.30pm in the church.
Coﬀee morning in the church on Saturday, October 12,
from 10amnoon. Refreshments and raﬄe and books.

Church Chuckle
FROM A PARISH MAGAZINE: We are pleased the
housing department had decided to rename an area
of a new seniors housing complex. St Peter’s Close,
did not seem appropriate.

Lydd Methodist Church
Demena Café. The church hall hosts this event, on the
ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month, so the next one
will be on October 1st from 10amnoon.
Refreshments, and informaon and help available to all
involved, both paents and carers. All warmly welcome,
even if you just want to ﬁnd out more.

Wit and Wisdom
Appropriate for start of university year. They say you
can take a horse to water, but you can’t make him
drink. You can send a lad or lass to college, but you
can’t make them think!
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