
State-of-the-art
Cinema coming to
Romney Marsh
The Marsh Academy has announced that building work has started
on an ambitious new student and community facility – ‘CineMarsh’.
Located in the Academy’s Leisure
Centre, CineMarsh will be a 46-
seat, state-of-the-art, independent
cinema that will show films shortly
after mainstream release.

Ticket costs and confectionery
prices will be affordable for the

local community and revenues from
the project will be channelled into
education, job creation and
additional facilities. There will be a
number of employment and
volunteering opportunities aimed at
helping people get back to work, or
into work for the first time.

Scheduled to open in Spring 2020,
the project is the culmination of five
years’ hard work and is set to
become a reality as a result of
generous funding from Magnox,
The Garfield Weston Foundation
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Meet The Team
The Looker is delighted  to
announce that Tamsin
Hendrick has joined our
Looker team,
Tamsin is well known to many
people in and around Hythe and
Folkestone as a former partner in
award-winning business
Hendricks of Hythe, and was
responsible for promoting the
shop and building the Hendricks
brand.
She brings with her a wealth of
marketing experience and is
keen to promote ‘The Looker’
across the whole district. Editor
David Wimble said: “I cannot
think of anyone better to push the
paper to the next level. Our
advertisers are the lifeblood of
the publication and for us to build
in stature, we need to get fresh
advertising in and Tamsin is just
the person to do this!”
The Looker will be holding a
networking evening at Sotirios at
2 Bouverie Rd W, Folkestone
CT20 2RX on October 23rd for
current advertisers, along with
anyone who is interested in
finding out about the benefits of
advertising in the district’s largest
free newspaper.
If you are interested in meeting
the editorial and advertising team
and enjoying a glass of wine and
some nibbles, along with the
chance of winning some great
prizes, contact Tamsin on:
07811 432777 or David on
01797 364837.

continued on Page 3
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AVAILABLE FROM TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
£17PP FOR 2 COURSES £22PP FOR 3 COURSES

STARTERS

Homemade Rich Tomato & Fresh Basil Soup Served with a Crusty Baguette
 Served with Crostini’s

Brussels Pate Served with Local Chutney and a Toasted Baguette

MAIN COURSE

Roast Turkey or Loin of Pork

Roasted Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Gravy
 Served with a Chive Hollandaise Sauce,

Roasted Potatoes, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Vegetarian Gravy
*Sirloin Steak Served with a Peppercorn Sauce, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Peas and our Rustic Chips

Grilled Plaice & Prawns Served with Hollandaise Sauce, 
Buttered Chive Crushed New Potatoes and Traditional Winter Vegetables

Traditional Winter Vegetables - (Braised Red Cabbage, Honey Glazed Parsnips, Sprouts & Carrots)

DESSERTS

Christmas Pudding Served with a Fresh Brandy Cream
Christmas Mincemeat Cheesecake Served with Whipped Fresh Cream

Raspberry Sorbet Served with a Brandy Snap
Cheddar & Stilton Cheese Board Served with Biscuits and a Local Chutney

*£2.00 supplement
Deposit required for groups of 8 or more

Please feel free to contact us with and queries or any special requests
Email: info@cinqueportsarms.pub  •  Phone: 01797 361894

CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 2019
PRE BOOKING REQUIRED
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Weston Anniversary Fund, LEADER,
The Foyle Foundation, as well as the
combined funding of The Overstone
Fund and Kent Reliance Provident
Society Fund through the Kent
Community Foundation.

“This project fits well with one of
Magnox’s funding aims to help
build sustainable communities,”
said Nigel Monckton, Magnox
Socio-economic Manager. “We
are pleased to be able to be a
partner in this project which will be
a real benefit to the local
community. We look forward to its
completion in the near future”. The
project has also been supported

throughout by local groups such as
The Coastal Community Team and
The Romney Marsh Partnership.

The Marsh Academy has teamed
up with one of the country’s top
cinema installers to ensure that the
Romney Marsh will be getting a
truly top-quality facility to
complement the existing resources
at the Leisure Centre – all of which
are open to the local community
seven days a week. Further
information and updates can be
found by following ‘CineMarsh’ on
Facebook and Instagram.

•All images are artist's impressions

Puppy farm owner found guilty of
eight counts of cruelty

by Andrew South

A 39-year-old puppy farm owner in
Brenzett has been sentenced after
being found guilty of eight offences
under the Animal Welfare Act,
following a raid by RSPCA inspectors
which found incidence of skin disease,
ingrowing claws and cat flu at his farm.

Officers filmed footage of soaked
bedding, shelters with bare rotten
floorboards and dogs chained to
kennels. The RSPCA provided The Looker
with details of the eight offences.

It is a sickening catalogue of
mistreatment which should only
encourage potential puppy-purchasers
to ensure they buy from reputable
dealers or from rescue centres such as
the Last Chance Animal Sanctuary in
New Romney which has a wide
selection of dogs (and other pets)
desperate for loving new homes.

Mark Burgess was sentenced to a 24-
month Community Order with 30 RAR

days, an electronically tagged curfew
between 8pm and 6am for six months,
and a prohibition preventing him from
“engaging in the breeding of puppies
for any commercial purpose, and that
includes sale” for two years. He was
also ordered to pay compensation of
£1,895 to three families who bought
puppies, a victim surcharge of £85, and
£500 towards costs.

Burgess had previously been convicted
(on 12 August), following trial, of eight
offences under the Animal Welfare Act.

The Judge expressed concerns that
Mark Burgess had received death
threats as a result of media coverage,
and was keen for it to be noted that
the RSPCA seized a number of animals
from the premises but that other
animals were left in the defendant’s
care as there were no breaches of
welfare laws in relation to them.

The RSPCA has excellent advice on its
website if you are planning to buy a
puppy: www.rspca.org.uk/
adviceandwelfare/pets/dogs/puppy

Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888

continued from Page 1
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by David Wimble
A rash decision to buy an historic
castle? Or a shrewd investment for
the district? The decision to buy
Westenhanger Castle has come in
for some cri�cism from some, but
the reasons actually make very good
business sense.
At a recent council mee�ng
Folkestone Labour councillors
protested that the £2.9 million could
have been be�er spent on either
building new council houses or
upda�ng current stock.
It was argued at the mee�ng that not
only was the Castle a capital
investment for the district, but would
bring in a steady income from private
rental and events, with a greater
return on the money than it would
earn in other investment
opportuni�es.
The historic Castle is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument with a Grade 1
listed house, reflec�ng both its
na�onal and historic importance,
da�ng back to the 14th century.
The site, along with two historic
hammerbeam barns, has been
painstakingly restored by the Forge
family and has had nearly £2 million

pounds provided by
English Heritage to
bring the Castle back to
its former glory, a�er a
15year restora�on.
The site is now regarded
as one of Kent’s
premiere wedding
venues, and holds more
than 25 weddings a
year, along with outdoor
concerts and private
events.
A�er the ini�al announcement was
made, concerns that the Castle
would be closed for events were
soon dispelled, when Idyllic Events 
the Kentbased management
company, who have been handling
bookings  organised a wedding
fayre.
The Castle is looking to not only carry
on with booking weddings, but also
looking at a number of other events
to hold within the estate.
It is understood that Council was
offered the Castle several years ago,
when it released plans to build the
new O�erpool Garden Town, in
which the Castle sits, in the middle of
the planned development.
With a Government demand for the

council to supply over 780 new
houses a year for the next 18 years,
O�erpool was the obvious choice to
build a bespoke town with the Castle
and parkland.
The Castle will be the centrepiece for
O�erpool Park, with a spectacular
new park created around it for
everyone to enjoy. The purchase by
the Council includes the Castle, barns
and 14 acres of surrounding parkland.
A new public park will be created
around the Castle. The park will have
a lake, the water course will be
improved, and the moat will be
refilled. The historic medieval barns
will also be brought back into use.
Evidence of a walled garden and
former causeway have also been
revealed.

“The council buying Westenhanger
Castle is a real milestone in the
development of O�erpool Park with
the castle and the new park
becoming the centrepiece for this
aspira�onal development,” Cllr. David
Monk, Leader of Folkestone & Hythe
District Council told The Looker. “It
was already poten�ally a superb
development, but now we have
secured the purchase of the castle,
O�erpool Park is even more special,
and this adds value in so many ways
to the development. It will not only
be a spectacular place for people
who live there, but also for those
who live around it.”
To find out more about the proposed
plans for O�erpool Park visit
www.o�erpoolpark.org.

Westenhanger’s new
King of the Castle



People smuggling
ringleader ordered to
pay back £138,000

By David Wimble

The Kent-based ringleader
of an organised crime gang
that used small boats to
smuggle Albanian migrants
across the English Channel
has been ordered told to pay
back nearly £138,000 in
criminal profits.

The confiscation order was
granted at the Old Bailey on
Monday, 30th September,
against Leonard Powell,
aged 68, who is currently
serving a nine year prison
sentence following an
investigation by the National
Crime Agency.

A judge ruled that Powell has
benefitted from his criminal activity
to the sum of £268,294 but that he
had available assets of £137,810.

If he fails to pay up within six months
he will receive an extra two years
on his sentence, and will still owe
the money.

Mark McCormack, NCA Branch
Commander, said: “Not only are
we targeting and prosecuting
criminals involved in this type of
offending, but we are also
determined to strip assets from them
to ensure they don’t benefit
financially or materially from their
crimes.

“These confiscation orders will help
to ensure they forfeit their wealth as
well as their liberty. Not paying will
keep them behind bars for longer,
and the money owed would still
hang over their heads.

“The NCA continues to use all the
tools at its disposal to target illicit
wealth, wherever we find it.”

Powell was convicted, along with
his son Alfie (40) and five other
men, in September 2018 after a
nine week trial.

The trial heard how NCA officers
had found the Powell family were
working with Albanian criminals
Artur Nutaj and Saba Dulaj, who
took on the role of ‘travel agents’,
organising the illegal facilitation of
Albanian migrants into the UK from
the north coast of France.

On one such occasion in May
2016 a boat got into difficulty had
to be rescued by Border Force, the
RNLI and the Maritime and
Coastguard Agency.

NCA investigators moved in to
arrest the gang after they bought a
jet-ski, which they planned to use in
further smuggling runs.

The investigation was carried out
with the support of the French
National Police, Immigration
Enforcement, Kent Police and
Border Force.
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Illegal cigarettes and tobacco seized in raid
A large quantity of illegal
cigarettes and tobacco has been
seized in Folkestone town
centre.

The raids – led by Kent County
Council’s Trading Standards team,
and supported by Folkestone &

Hythe District Council (FHDC) and
Kent Police – were assisted by
sniffer dogs Maggie and Yoyo.

Officers found illegal cigarettes and
tobacco smuggled into the country
from Europe and Russia, as well as
unlawful counterfeit products in two

separate properties.

“Illegal tobacco is not a victimless
crime – it can have far-reaching
and devastating effects on
communities.

“We’re pleased to have supported
this successful operation, and we
are working with our partners to
tackle such activity in the district.

“Research has proven that illegal
tobacco can be dangerous – as

well as bringing in organised crime
into communities, and encouraging
children to start smoking.”

Illegal cigarette and tobacco
packaging often do not have the
correct health warnings informing
people of the risks of smoking,
making them easy to distinguish.

Anyone found selling illegal
cigarettes and tobacco can be
prosecuted.

Advertise your
business in

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

For more information
call Annabel

01797 364837

Sell your services to
thousands of our readers!

THE

LLOOKER

Officers with the haul of illegal cigarettes and tobacco

Yoyo, the sniffer dog sits proudly on the haul
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by Andrew South
The Shepway Heart Forum was
established in 2008 by its
charisma�c and effusive Chairman,
Roger Joyce, to promote and
champion the finest aspects of our
colourful history, culture and
heritage, with the aim of
encouraging and suppor�ng tourism.
He was no less vociferous when he
dropped into Looker Towers to wax
lyrically about his passions.
“Why did we launch the Forum?”
Roger ques�oned himself. “It was
really because of the paucity of
resources and effort put into
suppor�ng those three things –
heritage, arts and tourism – by the
local authori�es.
“And I’m glad we kept the Shepway
name while the district council
changed its name to ‘Folkestone &
Hythe’, which excludes the Marsh,”
he told me. “It is important for the
Forum to be a district wide medium
for all the influen�al organisa�ons
involved in our history and culture to
come together.
“The areas of the Marsh and the
North Downs in places like the Elham
Valley are just as important as
Folkestone and Hythe.”
“We are a collec�vely strong voice
which aims to engage with local
authori�es in an intelligent
rela�onship, for the benefit of culture
and tourism for the whole district.”
From humble beginnings as an
informal organisa�on eleven years
ago, Roger was keen to engage with
individuals and organisa�ons alike in
discussions and informa�on
exchange. Its vision consists of three
main areas of endeavour:

• to put Shepway firmly on the
map as a prime tourist
des�na�on for cultural heritage

• to support efforts to preserve
and promote cultural and
historical assets

• ac�vely encourage locals and
tourists to visit and explore our
rich heritage.

There are now around 50 members of
the Forum – too many to list here –
but who are influen�al and well
established in all aspects of the
group’s mission. They include all the
key players you might expect, such as
the Romney Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway, The Aspinall Founda�on
(Port Lympne), The IMOS Founda�on,
The Shorncliffe Trust, Shepway
Hoteliers Associa�on, history groups,
civic socie�es, residents’ associa�ons,
church groups, drama�c socie�es and
other individual venues. They

represent a considerably strong voice
which has many things to say to the
powers that be.
A catalyst for ac�on and engagement
appears to be the Forum’s raison
d’etre.
“We were instrumental in pu�ng the
district’s Heritage Strategy together
and its Management Plan – although
they have yet to be implemented –
but they link so closely to tourism
which is absolutely key to this area,”
said Roger, “and I believe that heritage
is a tool for economic genera�on.”
The Forum has been instrumental in
building a rela�onship with the

Belgian Tourist Board focussing on
events before the First World War.
“It is extraordinary that Folkestone
was able to welcome 100,000
Belgian refugees fleeing the
approaching German army in August
1914, as well as accommoda�ng
30,000 Canadian soldiers. We held a
commemora�on event to mark the
centenary of the arrival of the first
refugees.”
Which kind of puts into perspec�ve
the current hysteria which surrounds
a dinghy full of refugees escaping from
their own warravaged homes, and
arriving on our shores on a daily basis

 all 1,700 of them in the last year.
“I know of a family who took in six
Belgian children, and I would love to
know what happened to them,” says
Roger. “There must be some fantas�c
stories there wai�ng to be told.
“We also marked the centenary of
the end of the Ba�le of the Somme
with the plan�ng of a thousand metal
poppies by local school children near
to the artwork created by Mark
Wallinger on the Leas – the 19,240
‘Folk Stones’ represen�ng each of the
soldiers who died on the first day of
the ba�le.”

All this points to Roger’s passion for
inves�ga�ng and documen�ng the
past, educa�ng people about it and
making it a core element of tourism
in the area in the 21st century.
Other projects the Forum has been
involved in have included the
Folkestone Fisherman’s Museum; a
community artwork project linking
Network South East with outdoor
arts and carnival organisa�on,
Strange Cargo in Folkestone; and an
artwork project at St. Peter’s Church
overlooking the Harbour.
“I’ve also a�ended the All Party Policy
Group mee�ngs led by South Thanet
MP, Craig McKinlay on heritage
protec�on and conserva�on area
legisla�on, with the theme of
‘building be�er, building beau�ful,”
said Roger.
There is another piece of work which
will be launched next month as a
result of a grant from former Cllr. Jan
Holben.
“We are launching a book by local
author and historian Vince Williams,
who has discovered previously
unpublished ar�cles and le�ers
rela�ng to the �me just a�er the First
World War. There will be an event in
November to promote this work.”
An anthology of the development of
Folkestone around the Radnor Estate
is also on the cards.
For Roger Joyce  and the influen�al
members of the Forum from the
great and the good of the cultural,
historic and tourist sectors of
Shepway’s district – there remain
frustra�ons that the exper�se,
experience and will is there to put
culture and heritage at the heart of
our tourist trade, but has yet to be
properly u�lised.
So while there is much going on in
Shepway’s bea�ng Heart Forum,
there is s�ll much to play for, for the
district to realise the legacy of its
historical and cultural background on
its doorstep.

Forum at the bea�ng heart
of heritage, arts and tourism

• Belgian WW1 refugees in Folkestone

• Heart Forum's Roger Joyce has a view on heritage on a visit with
Forum members to Martello 24

• Belgian WW1 refugees arrive by boat
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HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS

INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC

Our quality Work is Guaranteed & 
Installed to British & Brett Standard

PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266

Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com

www. .com
NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

by Andrew South

Stepping out today
(9th) is Shorncliffe
Trust’s Education
Officer, Steve Head
who is embarking
on a physically and
emotionally
gruelling 100km
walk to raise funds
for the British
Army’s national
charity, the ABF
Soldiers’ Charity.
He is carrying out the
sponsored walk of
World War One
battlefields, entitled
‘The Frontline Walk’,
which starts at the
Lochnagar Crater, the
location of the start
of the Battle of the
Somme, and finishes
at the Menin Gate in
Ypres, Belgium with
the Ceremony of the
Last Post.

“I have been training
for a number of
months for the event
and so far have
raised £1065 in
online and offline
pledges,” Steve told
The Looker before he
left for his epic journey. “I have a
target of £1250 which I hope to achieve
with the help of any of your readers
who may wish to sponsor me for this
event - they can pledge money via my
sponsorship page on the secure
ABF website.”

You can support Steve’s effort at:
www.fundraising.soldierscharity.org/
SteveHead

Alternatively, the link can be found on
the Shorncliffe Trust’s webpage under
the ‘Events’ button.

The ABF Soldiers’ Charity was founded
in 1944 to ensure that soldiers
returning from WWII were well cared
for. It provides a lifetime of support to
soldiers, veterans and their immediate
families when they are in need.
Celebrating its 75th anniversary, the
welfare of soldiers, past and present,
and their families has been at the
heart of everything they do.

A worthy mission for Steve to
undertake both as a physical challenge
and as a way of raising funds for a
great charity.

Heading out on foot
for army charity

• Steve Head in WW1 Rifleman uniform at the
Shorncliffe Cemetery

DUNGENESS

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ
NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10

FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM

Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

�

�
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Maternity app developed by East Kent
Hospitals staff hits 5,000 downloads
A smartphone app for parents-to-
be, developed by clinicians at
East Kent Hospitals, has been
downloaded more than
5,000 times.
The MOMA maternity app allows
expectant mums and dads under the
care of Trust staff to access the
information they need at the touch of
a button, including important contact
numbers, health information and
videos.

Staff are now working on the second
phase of the app, which will include

personalised information about their
pregnancy, and any conditions they
may have and local information about
breastfeeding-friendly businesses,
baby groups and antenatal classes.

Midwifery matron, Jo Olagboyega and
obstetrician Dr Ciaran Crowe worked
with the midwifery team and new
parents to develop the app, which was
funded by a grant from the
Department of Health and Social
Care’s Safer Maternity Innovation Fund.

Jo said: “We knew we needed to
communicate with parents in a

different way, as we found they were
not reading the leaflets we were
giving them.

“All too often they ended up stuffed at
the back of their notes, and so they
were not aware of some of the advice
or information we wanted to
give them.

“But we did notice they were all using
their phones, so it made sense to
develop an app that they could use
throughout the pregnancy and
beyond.”

The pair worked with Beautiful

Information, who monitor the app’s
use and are constantly working to
improve it.

Ciaran said there were advantages for
hospital staff as well as patients.

He said: “The app links to a patient
tracking system that allows us to plan
and track demand on the service, and
make sure people receive the care
they need by a certain date.

“If lots of people sign up in a certain
month, we know that six to eight
months later we will need extra staff
working in our delivery suites.

“We are now piloting a new tile on the
app, so people will be able to access
their notes wherever they are, avoiding
the need to carry a paper copy around
with them.”

The updates are expected to be
available in the next three months,
and the team also plan to introduce
the ability to see upcoming
appointments and to receive
reminders.

The Trust was also the first to go live
with a customisable Personal Health
Record, giving patients free electronic
access to their maternity records, after
a successful pilot. Feedback from staff
and patients is now being used to help
develop the software for the future.

For more information on the MOMA
app go to https://www.ekhuft.nhs.uk/
patients-and-visitors/pregnancy-and-
childbirth/

Dungeness RNLI 
go to the aid of yacht
with fuel and sail
problems
On 2 October 2019 at 9.24am, coxswain Stuart Adams and
his volunteer crew were tasked to assist a yacht with both
fuel and sailing difficulties in windy conditions.

Dungeness’ Shannon-class lifeboat,
‘The Morrell’ arrived on scene to the
casualty vessel which was located
six miles east of Dungeness. Once
on scene, it was established that the
two crew on the 9m yacht had
exhausted all possible means of
getting the vessel to safety and
needed assistance.
A crewman was then put on board
the casualty vessel where they
established a tow line. The casualty
and her crew were then towed to
safety in Dover.
Coxswain Stuart Adams says: ‘The
casualty were very unlucky to have
experienced fuel problems and had

also lost their jib in the windy weather.
They made the correct call to contact
the UK Coastguard and ask for
assistance when the conditions
became too difficult to manage.’

Key facts about the RNLI
The RNLI charity saves lives at sea. Its
volunteers provide a 24-hour search and
rescue service around the United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI
operates over 238 lifeboat stations in the UK
and Ireland and more than 240 lifeguard
units on beaches around the UK and Channel
Islands. The RNLI is independent of
Coastguard and government and depends
on voluntary donations and legacies to
maintain its rescue service. Since the RNLI
was founded in 1824, its lifeboat crews and
lifeguards have saved over 142,700 lives.

Dungeness RNLI approaching the casualty RNLI / Sarah Beck

The casualty yacht safe in Dover harbour RNLI / John Miell
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By Kim Gandy
Romney Tweed, a business now
synonymous with Savile Row quality
and a brand that rivals famous
names such as Harris and Donegal,
is reaching out to locals to learn the
cra� of weaving, using wool spun
from the fleece of the iconic
Romney sheep.

Pat Alston, proprietor of this
community interest company,
harbours a noble and daring
ambi�on; to employ local people to
weave the beau�fullycoloured and
finelygraded woollen cloth on looms
at her Old Romneybased workshop.

She has set up a taster course for

those interested in this absorbing
pas�me and I recently took the
opportunity of trying my hand at this
centuriesold cra�.

I was a li�le nervous to start off with
because although not huge, the
looms at the New Romney converted
barn that is Romney Tweed HQ are
nonetheless quite in�mida�ng once
you begin to look at the intricate
workings of these stalwart machines.

The training session got under way,
under the watchful eye of the
extremely professional and
knowledgeable Rosie Green, MA
(Royal College of Art), who despite
her youth, is nonetheless an authority
on this subject.

We were all given handouts, which
cover the very basics of weaving,
including explaining such wellworn
terms as “warp” and “we�” – we
learned that the former indicates
ver�cal threads and the la�er,
horizontal.

We got to grips with deligh�ully old
school words, such as “heddle”
(another name for needle) and
“shu�le” – a synonym for “bobbin”.

However, I was most concerned
about what sort of mess I might make
once we a�empted to weave a few
lines of cloth on one of the looms.

We were told that each loom had its
own “personality”, something I
originally regarded with faint
amusement and a li�le trepida�on,
un�l we rotated – taking turns on
each loom. We were shown different
weave structures such as “twill”, a
type of weave that includes tweed
itself – and denim. There was “sa�n”
or “sateen” which creates a silkier feel
to the cloth. To minimise any possible
embarrassment, I started with the
simple basic plain (or “tabby”) weave.

Each weave structure works to a
different numbering system which
you follow by changing the
numbered levers on the loom to
create a different pa�ern. I had to
admit; I thought I would make a
complete pig’s ear of it but soon
warmed to the task and found myself
enjoying ge�ng into the rhythm.

Some visitors were on a walkabout
whilst we were busy and by this �me,
we all looked as if we knew what we
were doing at least!

We also learned about Tweed itself
and its origins in the 18th century
Scotland; to help weatherba�ered
farmers keep out the cold. We
learned of the different designs such
as Herringbone, Houndstooth,
Estate, Prince of Wales, Barleycorn,
Plain, Estate and Windowpane.

The day consists of a 9 �ll 5
introductory session with coffee and
lunch breaks and groups are kept to
a workable number. There were six of
us, all there for different reasons,
ranging from simply learning a new
cra�, to actually turning the cra� into
a living. Further courses are being
planned for next year.

If you would like more informa�on
please go to www.romneytweed.co.uk
or call 01797 364186.

Get weaving!
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Forget recent flood warnings – come and
Turn The Tide in Dymchurch!

by Andrew South

Hold on to your hats, folks – it’s
that time of year again! The Turn
The Tide Festival returns for a third
year with a weekend full of
diverse entertainment and
activities for everyone. A three-
day roller coaster ride with more
twists, turns and surprises than the
Dymchurch Amusement Park. The
Looker caught up with organisers
Corinne Crawford and Tim
Shephard to find out how last-
minute preparations are going,
and what mouth-watering events
we can look forward to, starting
on Friday week (18th).

“It has been better this year because
we formed a committee of about ten
enthusiastic individuals to take on
various aspects of the event’s
organisation,” explains Corinne. “This
has helped to spread the workload,
and we hope that everyone can take
forward what they will have learned
from this year’s experience, so that we
can continue to improve the Festival in
the future.”

This is a genuinely unique event in the
Marsh calendar – ‘all free, all
inclusive and all indoors’ – although
for those who remember the weekend
12 months ago, we can only hope
that we have a repeat of the last of the
summer days we enjoyed last year.

“We very much view it as an event by
the community for the community; an
opportunity to enjoy a wide variety of
entertainment and activities on your
doorstep in the beating heart of
Dymchurch,” adds Tim.

Looking through this year’s
programme, it is difficult to pick out
who or what might be the highlights –
simply because there will be
something for everyone to enjoy, but
certainly there are some eye-catching
prospects.

“Some of the old favourites will be
returning, including the Indoor
Archery, Oyster Opera, Betty
Townsend School of Dance and the
Yo! Street Zone with their Panna
Football Arena, but we have a whole
lot of new and exciting acts,” says
Corinne.

Betty Townsend’s troupe’s
extraordinary performance last year
will live long in the memory, with the
packed village hall demanding an
encore, and they return this year with
‘The Dance of the Spiders’ –
arachnophobics welcome!

New to the event is the Teardrop
Circus who will erect an aerial rig in
the Village Hall and run a mixture of
performance, demonstration and
drop-in workshops. Professional
instructors will be on hand to train in
diabalo, juggling and other circus
skills.

But for ‘Strictly…’ enthusiasts there will
be plenty a tune to dance to on the
Saturday (19th). Andrew Hall (aka DJ
Reverend Boogie) from Canterbury
Jive will lead a ‘Come Dance With
Me’ session, which will be followed
be a free retro buffet.

“This will be a great opportunity for
the community to come together to
bring along food they remember from
their childhood, perhaps from the 60s
or 70s,” says Tim. “Volunteers and
traders will be joining in the party
before the next act…”

…which is ‘The Jive Aces’, runners-up
in ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ and the UK’s
top swing and jive band - a look at
their YouTube videos will tell you all
you need to know… Feel free to bring
along the beverage of your choice to
loosen those legs.

Another treat will be Jason Maverick,
an international street performer of

mime, theatre and contact
juggling who has won first
prize in the International
Street Theatre Awards and
presented on Channel 5,
popping up at various
venues on the Saturday.

Following their show-
stopping success at St.
Nicholas Church in Lydd
in the summer, a pared-
down section of the
Marsh Choirs will raise
the roof of St. Peter & St.
Paul’s Church on
Sunday afternoon. Led
by international singer-
songwriter, Carly
Bryant, a performance
not to be missed.

Following Carly and
her flock will be Sandy Lawson’s
astonishing didjeridu sonics, and
French singer-songwriter Estelle May,
before the art and culture of
Zimbabwe comes to life through the
immersive music of Zimbaremabwe.
The whole event will close with the
outstanding musicianship of The
Finsbury Wood Trio with pianist
Richard Black.

Amongst all this excitement, there will
be quieter moments with Tai Chi; the
‘Mod Roc’ Sculpture Workshop, a
pottery workshop, a rebellious
speech-writing session and even a
didjeridu workshop on offer during
the weekend for those who want to
relax or be creative.

On both Saturday and Sunday,
the Peter Sloper Room in the
Village Hall will host the
Festival’s own ‘Wildlife of the
Romney Marsh’ Art Exhibition,
where there will also be the
world film premiere for the
unique community project to
capture the essence of the
area in short clips for the first
Turn The Tide Festival film.

What makes this such a
compelling community
event is that anywhere that

can
accommodate an audience is
being used, the main village pubs; the
Methodist Chapel Hall and St. Peter
& St Paul Church; the Amusement Park
and the Village Hall – but look out for
some odd goings on in the High
Street, shops and cafés as well.

Printed programmes showing what is
happening, where and when can be
found in shops and pubs in the area,
but you can download your own
version from the TTT website:
www.turnthetidefestival.org, where
you will find all you need to know to
make the most of the weekend. The
Facebook page will also provide up-
to-the minute information, or you can
e-mail: turnthetidefest@gmail.com.

This whole extraordinary event could
not happen without input from the
community, but also without the
considerable financial contributions of
the Roger de Haan Charitable Trust,
The National Lottery Community Fund
and the Linda Hogan Community
Fund, as well as those from local and
county councillors.

So hone your King Canute skills, and
come and Turn The Tide in Dymchurch
next weekend!

Teardrop Circus

Zimbaremabwe

The Jive Aces

Swervy World at the City of London

Jason Maverick
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R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
30 Years

Experience
£5 million Public

Liability Insurance

Derelict site revitalised
thanks to ‘no use
empty’ scheme
A site in Folkestone which stood
derelict for 14 years has been
brought back to life thanks to the
awardwinning ‘No Use Empty’
scheme.

The land – situated at the junc�on
of Princess Street and Myrtle Road
– has been developed into a three
storey block of eight twobedroom
apartments, having last been used
by a plumbing and hea�ng
merchant over a decade ago.

Livingston Homes Limited was
awarded funding from the No Use
Empty scheme run by Kent County
Council, and also accessed a top
up loan from Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (F&HDC) to assist
with the project.

No Use Empty offers a range of
secured loan products to
encourage developers to bring
vacant proper�es back into use for
residen�al purposes.

Folkestone & Hythe District
Council’s No Use Empty Plus
scheme offers a topup loan of
£15,000 per unit to developers, in
addi�on to the £25,000 available
through the main scheme.

Cllr David Godfrey, F&HDC
Cabinet Member for Housing,
Transport and Special Projects,
said: “No Use Empty is a fantas�c
ini�a�ve which is really helping to
regenerate Folkestone, improve
the area, and provide much
needed homes.

“All of the homes are affordable
rent and will be let to applicants on

the council’s housing wai�ng list.
One of the apartments has been
built to a fully wheelchair
accessible standard.

“Livingstone Homes Limited has
said this project would not have
been delivered in just over one year
if it hadn’t been for this scheme.”

Mark Dance, KCC’s Cabinet
Member for Economic
Development, said the scheme was
making a real difference.

He added: “This project has been
made possible because of the
finance available through the No
Use Empty scheme.

“I believe bringing longterm empty
proper�es back into use is key to
driving regenera�on, which not
only provides homes but also new
sources of income and a sense of
community.

“Such was the standard of the
development F&HDC has acquired
the site, adding eight new homes
to its housing stock – all thanks to
working in partnership with each
other.”

Meanwhile, the No Use Empty
Commercial scheme – which
provides shortterm secured loans
to return empty commercial
proper�es to use for alterna�ve
commercial or mixeduse purposes
– has also recently been launched.

For more informa�on on the No
Use Empty scheme, including how
to report empty proper�es and
how to apply for loans, visit
www.nouseempty.org.uk

• The completed apartments as seen from Myrtle Road
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Innova�ve £3 million high streets fund launched
Further to our lead story in the last
issue (September 25th), Folkestone
& Hythe District Council has now
opened its applica�on process for
funds from its £3m High Streets
scheme.

Property owners, leaseholders and
external organisa�ons can apply for
grants between £5,000 and £50,000
to help fund projects which
futureproof the district’s high streets.

Projects may include external
renova�on and improvement to
commercial property, organising

events, or other townscape
enhancements to increase the vitality
of our community retail hubs.

The grants will cover up to 50 per
cent of the total project cost in
normal circumstances, but
applica�ons of up to 100 per cent
may be considered in special cases.

Cllr David Wimble, Cabinet Member
for the District Economy, said: “Our
high streets are incredibly important
but need to adapt, so the Council has
earmarked money to invest in
innova�ve ideas.

“We hope these projects will sustain
our high streets for years to come,
and encourage more residents and
visitors to explore what we have to
offer.

“I’m excited to see what fantas�c
ideas have been thought up by local
businesses and other organisa�ons.”

Folkestone town centre will benefit
from up to £2.2 million of the fund,
with the remaining £800,000
allocated to other high streets across
the district.

These are Cheriton, Sandgate, Hythe,
Dymchurch, New Romney, Lydd,
Hawkinge, Lyminge, Sellindge and
Elham.

The High Streets Fund will run un�l
the end of March 2021 – or when all
of the funds have been allocated.
Completed applica�ons will be
assessed monthly.

To apply for a High Streets Fund
grant, visit the folkestone.works
website.



by Andrew South

One of the last events of the
recent SALT Festival provided a
perfect opportunity to join like-
minded hardy folk for a
celebratory sea-swim at
Mermaid’s Bay in Folkestone.
More than 60 swim-suited and
booted people took to the
waves in the event supported by
the Kent Sea Swimmers (KSS), in
a fitting recognition of the spirit
of the SALT Festival of the Sea &
Environment itself.

The previous day had provided the
last gasp of heat from a good
summer with temperatures in the low
20sC and plenty of warm sunshine.
This day was not quite so clement
however – grey skies and a forecast
of thunderstorms may have put
some off, but those who partook
were left glowing and full of smug
satisfaction at sharing their
experience with dozens of others.
The water temperature was a still a
balmy 17.4oC – the sea holds its
temperature after being warmed up
since the longer days of March –
making it feel warmer in than out on
the day.

The benefits of wild or sea-
swimming have long been
documented, but are gaining
greater attention as we look for new
and easy ways to maintain physical
and mental health. With water
providing support for the weight of
your body, anyone can take
advantage of the best aerobic and
cardio-vascular workouts for free.

Sarah March of KSS is completely
sold on the benefits of open-water
swimming, having lived in Italy for
some time, but carrying on when
she returned to the UK and joined
the Highgate Ladies Bathing Ponds.

“I’ve been a yoga teacher for 35
years, but swimming in open water
is fantastic for dealing with chronic
pain, for strengthening the immune

system and it refreshes you
mentally,” she told me. “If you swim
from November to March, you will
feel numb which provides non-
invasive pain relief.

“Yoga means ‘union’ and is a more
spiritual experience than swimming,
although it certainly provides a gently
meditative experience. At my age
now of 55, I am less worried about
my external appearance, but more
concerned about what is happening
internally, and swimming is a great
activity for so many reasons.”

At Mermaid’s Bay, members of
Folkestone Sea Swimmers – an
informal, social group of
enthusiastic dippers who generally
get together on Saturday mornings
at 9.30 in Folkestone – joined in
the dip.

“A few of us bumped into each
other a couple of years ago and
decided to get better organised,”
the group’s Bridget Chapman told
me after the swim. “We now have
around 250 Facebook members,
with 15 to 20 swimming all year
round. The key thing is safety in
numbers, especially for winter
swimmers.

“Members organise impromptu
swims through our Facebook page
– there is tremendous camaraderie,
but it is important for safety to swim
with someone else in the winter.
There are clear benefits for mental
and physical health; it’s life-
affirming and so important for us to
connect with nature.”

Another group which tackles the
waves year-round is the Hythe Sea
Swimmers who maintain a similarly
informal approach to getting
together to share the sea-water
experience.

“It’s an adventure in an alien
environment every time!” says the
group’s Mark Steeple. “You have to
have a healthy respect for that
environment, but benefits to skin,

circulation, and mental health make
it all worthwhile.

“We swim most days from Princes
Parade near the Hythe Imperial,
which is a fairly safe place to go in
- there are no rip tides here. And

yes, you will feel cold in the winter
water, so it is important to ensure
you warm up with a hot drink, or
walk around as soon as possible
afterwards; shivering is just part of
that warming-up process.”

You will find them on Facebook,
and they have set up a WhatsApp
group for those who want to find out
who else is planning to go in at a
particular time.

“The Scandinavians have long
known about the benefits of open
water swimming but also combining
it with a sauna session and back
into water again as part of a
healthy lifestyle,” adds Kent Sea
Swimmer Sarah March. As with
most things Scandinavian, we have
a little catching up to do, but with
that in mind, a new group has

launched a campaign for a sea
sauna in Folkestone. The fundraising
and campaigning effort began in
August, and you can find out more
on the Folkestone Sea Sauna
Facebook page.

One issue which prevents some
from entering the sea is water
quality, but these concerns are very
much misplaced – this is 2019, not
1819 when sewers were routinely
emptied into the sea. Decades of
improvement in pollution control are
as a result of the EU’s 1976 Bathing
Water Directive, which was
updated in 2015 to ensure the
safety of our seas for swimming.
Our coastal waters are currently
rated as ‘good’, with just an
‘excellent’ accreditation to aim for.
You can check water quality on the
Environment Agency website, with
this year’s annual statistics due to be
released on November 13th.

Campaign group Surfers Against
Sewage has been instrumental in
pressuring authorities to ensure that
our seas are kept clean – including
a major new thrust on plastic
pollution – and they also provide
regular updates on water quality
(www.sas.org.uk).

We have some of the finest beaches
and cleanest seas in the country –
and they can provide one of the
healthiest and most beneficial
activities that money doesn’t need
to buy. But do it safely, and if you’re
a starter and unsure of where to go,
it really is best to tap into one of the
groups mentioned – there will
always be someone, somewhere
along our coast prepared to get in
the swim.
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In the swim with a pinch of SALT



Wednesday 9th October 2019

Slade Alive!
The deputy mayor
breathing new life
into Hythe

by Andrew South

A few minutes in the company of
Hythe Town Councillor Naomi
Slade are enough to convince
anyone that she is an inspired
choice as the town’s Deputy
Mayor. Young, bright and
engaging, she dropped into
Looker Towers with her Junior
Assistant, Eilah, to reveal what life
has been like during a hectic four
months in Hythe’s Council
Chambers.

“Only four months - it feels like at
least six!” says the surprised 29-
year-old. “It has been a steep
learning curve, but one that I am
relishing. At the moment everything
is new and exciting, but the
atmosphere around this new
Council has been really positive.”

The Deputy Mayor stood with
others at the local elections in May
for the Hythe Residents’ Alliance –
“an umbrella group of like-minded
people who wanted to put the
fortunes of Hythe first, with political
affiliations side-lined,” she explains.
“Because we don’t have a political
party label next to our names, we
can concentrate on what’s best for
the town as a priority.”

She was successfully elected
alongside HRA candidate, Angela
Dickinson in a new- look Town
Council as a result of dissatisfaction
about the scale of housing
development in the area.

“I realised there’s no point in sitting
at home and moaning about things,
so I decided to see what I could
actually do myself. I care
passionately about people - and
the environment in particular – in
fact I want to save the world, but
one step at a time!”

So, some small ambition there
then…

Hythe born and bred, she is keen to
encourage greater involvement
from younger people in the area.

“I want to inspire more young
people to get involved in doing
things for the town, but the problem
is that those who have retired tend

to have more time,” Naomi
explains. “To counter this, we want
to create a Youth Council of 11-16
year olds holding meetings perhaps
before our own full council
meetings, which they can make
representations to, from April next
year. We are looking for individuals
and organisations such as the Girl
Guides, Scouts or any other youth
groups to get involved and have
their say.

“We want them to take on a couple
of projects - one of which should be
of benefit to our environment – to
make life better for younger people
in the town.”

It is perhaps no surprise then that
three-and-a-half year old Junior
Assistant, Eilah is already showing
considerably mature judgement by
selecting several back copies of The
Looker to study at home, while her
single mother is planning a return to
full-time work, when the time is right.

•Cllr. Naomi Slade with 
Hythe Town Sergeant, Terry Reene

• It’s 6am and storm force northerly
winds have caused the waves to
pound onto the beach at Margate.
Margate Coastguard Rescue Team are
in the water, assisting to safety the
lone occupant of a boat that’s
smashing against the rocks.

• The light is beginning to fade.
Folkestone Coastguard Team are
searching the Warren, looking for a
hiker who has fallen on the steep
coastal path and broken her ankle.
She’s not sure where she is, but the
team will find her.

• It’s 2pm. A coastguard training
session comes to a halt as
Coastguards respond to a Police
request to help search for a
vulnerable missing person up on the
White Cliffs at Dover. They’ll need to
use their Rope Rescue equipment to
complete the search because of the
terrain.

• It’s been a busy summer afternoon at
Camber. Now Dungeness Coastguard
Team are deploying two Coastguards
with mud extraction equipment to
assist a man who’s become stuck
firmly in the mud whilst bait digging.
He’s suffering from hypothermia and
is extremely frightened, but they’ll
get him into a stretcher, provide
immediate casualty care and then
winch him to safety and a waiting
ambulance.

Every day Britain’s Coastguard teams
respond to emergencies on the
shoreline, cliffs and beaches of the UK.
Eight of these teams are based in Kent.
All are made up of volunteers and all
are available 24/7, 365 days of the year.

Lyn Griffiths has been a Coastguard
Rescue Officer at Folkestone for over
10 years. Why does she do it?

“I like the unpredictability of it, no two
incidents are the same, you never
know what you’ll be called out to or
when. I love the camaraderie and
teamwork and the sense of satisfaction
when you know you’ve helped

someone. I particularly like being
outdoors, on our beautiful coastline -
nothing beats the wonderful views. I’m
proud to serve my local community as
a volunteer coastguard.”

HM Coastguard is currently looking for
volunteers to join the teams at Deal,
Langdon, Folkestone and Dungeness.

If you would be interested in becoming
a Coastguard Rescue Volunteer, or
would like more information about the
Coastguard Rescue Service, email
area8@mcga.gov.uk, or find your local
team on Facebook.

Did you know?

• There are eight Coastguard Teams
around the Kent Coastline – at
Medway, Sheppey, Herne Bay,
Margate, Deal, Langdon (Dover),
Folkestone and Dungeness

• In total the teams in Kent comprise
of nearly 100 volunteer Coastguard
Rescue Officers

• In addition to Search and Rescue and
Water Rescue capabilities, our teams
are also trained to rescue people out
of mud and off cliffs

• Between them, our Kent teams have
attended over 800 incidents in the
last 12 months

Could you be a Coastguard?
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In the meantime, she has helped to
set up the Happy Hedgehogs play-
group at the Burton Hall, the Scouts’
HQ in Hythe.

“I’ve worked primarily in the
hospitality industry, but there are so
many things I’m interested in that I
don’t just want to tie myself to one
career,” says Naomi.

But her fledgling role at Hythe Town
Council is already providing new
experiences which can only
contribute to her natural abilities as
a consummate server of the public
in a tangential way.

“I’ve had the opportunity to meet
other councillors in different parts of
Kent at a number of events, where
we can share our knowledge and
experience. I have been to the
Faversham Hop Festival to learn
about their ‘Plastic-free Faversham’
project which we have now brought
to Hythe [there is a Plastic Free
Hythe and Sandgate Facebook
page], and a civic event at New
Romney Town Council was a great
chance to meet other mayoral
representatives from the area.”

I wondered how Hythe’s own
mayoral trio – Mayor Cllr. Doug
Wade, his consort Alison
Chapman, and Cllr. Slade –
organise and prioritise the large
number and variety of events they
are invited to.

“The invitations generally come to
us by e-mail to our Town Sergeant
& Mayor’s Secretary, Terry Reene,
and I tend to go to the ones that I
can take Eilah to.”

She has struck up a good working
relationship with another young
mum on the Town Council, the
Green Party’s Cllr. Jenni Hawkins,
who accompanied her to the
Faversham event.

The new Town Council has been

quick off the mark in declaring a
‘Climate & Ecological Emergency’,
with the ambitious target of carbon-
neutralising its activities by 2025,
but how exactly does it intend to
achieve this?

“Tree-planting is being promoted as
one of the simplest and most
effective ways of removing carbon
dioxide from the air and replacing
with oxygen, so we are committed
to planting 500 trees from the
Woodland Trust around the town,”
explains Naomi. “We have already
begun to do this at Eaton Lands
where native species such as oaks,
hornbeams and wild cherries are
being introduced.

“But other measures we are looking
at as a matter of urgency is ensuring
that our energy comes from
renewable sources provided by a
green energy supplier, and using
internet search engine Ecosia,
which donates at least 80 per cent
of its profits to tree-planting schemes

in its focus on reforestation.

“We are using an online carbon
calculator to track and demonstrate
how we are progressing in our
mission towards being carbon
neutral.”

It sounds like all good, progressive
stuff, but what are the challenges
and frustrations of the machinations
of council processes.

“I’ll let you know in a couple of
years how I’m getting on! I’m very
much a doer – I come up with an
idea and want to run with it - but I’ve
been surprised at how long it can
take to get things done. There is a
protocol to follow, and there is a
whole new way of speaking to
learn – council work has its own
jargon to master!

“But I am keen to learn, but so far
everything has been really exciting
and none of it is laborious, and
everyone has been incredibly
supportive.

“I’m very hands-on so sitting at a
computer is a whole new way of
working, but as it is all new, there is
no time to get bored!”

In the spirit of greater openness and
sharing the workload, Cllr. Slade is
keen to develop more collaborative
ways of ways of working with other
individuals and organisations.

“It seems to make sense to involve
other people with expertise to join
council working groups – I don’t
think there is much point in one
councillor working on ten projects
when there could be better and
more informed input from other
organisations or individuals.”

One of her responsibilities is the
programme of concerts for the
Oaklands Park Bandstand next
year, so she was surprised to find
out about a rumour that these were
going to be cancelled.

“I really don’t know where that story
has come from because Cllr.
Hawkins and I are working together
to introduce a greater diversity of
music on Sundays in 2020, and we
even hope to provide entertainment
on at least two Saturdays as well
during the summer.”

Boot Fairs are set to continue in 2020
as well on Hythe Green despite
similar rumours to the contrary.

“We had a problem with the
provision of portaloos at the last
couple of Boot Fairs this year,
although the events still went ahead
without a loo,” explained Naomi.
“But we are trying to make other
arrangements ready for 2020, as
we fully intend to continue with a full
programme next year - these are
important events for the community
and for local organisations’
fundraising.”

The application form for the 2020
Boot Fair season, is available on the
Council website:
www.hythetc.kentparishes.gov.uk,
and the closing date for next year is
December 15th, 2019.

At a time when both national and
local politics appears to be
becoming increasingly bitter, twisted
and mendacious, it is at least
heartening to come across someone
who is willing to put self-interest to
one side, pull down barriers and
engage with all members of their
administrative chamber for the
benefit of the community.

If there are any issues which
you would like to bring to the
attention of the Deputy
Mayor, you can contact her
through the Council Offices on
01303 266152 or email:
N.Slade@hythe-tc.gov.uk

• Cllr. Naomi Slade at the Hythe Town Mayor Making (spot the eager Junior Assistant)

•Cllr. Naomi Slade and Junior Assistant Eilah, with Cllr. Jenni Hawkins at
Faversham's Plastic Free Hop Festival
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More than two thousand people woke
up to the sound of a recorded
message from the Environment
Agency on Sunday, 29th September,
warning of impending flood risks to
the Marsh, which was followed by
further ‘phone calls stating that
‘flooding was imminent’.

Gavin Stamp a local resident from Lydd
told The Looker it was a perfect storm
scenario, with strong westerly winds
and the highest tides of the year
coming together to put the Marsh in

danger of potential flooding.

The greatest danger was the stretch of
shingle embankment running from
Camber to Dungeness power station,
along the length of the Lydd ranges
and the farmland of Walland Marsh.

When The Looker visited the sea
defences two hours before high tide,
the sea was already topping the shingle
bank and sweeping it back into the sea.

The Environment Agency has spent
millions of pounds building a new sea-

wall to protect Camber, and all the way
along from Folkestone to Littlestone,
sea defences have been built up over
the past 15 years along with continuing
beach works between Sandgate and
the ranges at Hythe.

But local residents of Littlestone,
where the sea wall stops have raised
concerns that if the wind had been
coming from the east and not the west,
the Marsh could have been flooded.

Kent County Councillor Tony Hills has
been warning officials about flood
risks for the Marsh for many years.
“The near miss this weekend shows
how exposed the Marsh is to extreme
weather and rising sea levels,” he told
The Looker. “It is vital to get our
upgraded sea defences around the
Romney Marsh from Hythe to Rye in
place as soon as is feasible.”

To quote the centuries-old edict about
the importance of the Marsh: “… but
first maintain the wall.”

• Kent County Councillor for
the Marsh, Tony Hills

Sea defence upgrade 
demanded for the Marsh

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com



Recent research has revealed 
that getting stuck in a rut 
can speed up brain atrophy, 

a loss of neurons and the connec-
tions between them.  
Children’s brains however, are like plas-
tic – learning and forming new memories by 
making new synapses (connections) between 
neurons.  But their brains are also plastic in 
the sense that actual physical parts of the 
brain change roles according to what the child 
is doing.  If a child is playing the violin, for 
instance, his or her brain will allocate more 

It is known now that adult brains exhibit 
plasticity too!  If one takes up a new creative 
hobby at the age of 50, the cortical area of the 
brain will re-organise itself to support that 
new skill, even if they have never undertaken 
the hobby before. This is evidenced by neuro 
scientists who have mapped the landscape of 
the brain, using tiny electrodes to detect when 

together” – meaning that they give out clearer 
signals.  This is important because clearer sig-
nals improve memory.

One reason we forget things as we get older is 
that our brains are struggling through “noise” 
– fuzzy signals given out by neurons that are 
not synchronising properly.  We process new 
events more slowly as we get older, which 
makes it harder to form clear memories.

One way of challenging ourselves is to under-
take activities that require our full attention 
such as learning a new skill or craft, playing 
music, painting, yoga where the mind can be 
fully focused on the activity.

Learning new creative skills 
builds stronger brains

Teach Me Studios
3 Cockreed Lane
New Romney
Kent TN28 8JH
T: 01797 364366 
or 07770 347616
www.teachmecourses.co.uk

Learning any new art or craft skills, will enable the brain 
to develop new synapses and function better.
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2 November and 1 December 
Silver Clay – Jewellery Making

Make unique jewellery for a special occasion 
or as a special gift. Our silver clay workshop 
is ideal even for complete beginners. We use 
PMC - Pure Metal Clay - which is silver sus-
pended in a clay binder. This medium is trans-

new borns. 

6 and 27 November  
Silver Clay and Silver Smithing 

Learn two methods of working with Silver. 
Silver smithing will make silver rings and a 
solid silver bangle. Then you will work with 
silver clay to produce charms for your bangle, 
a necklace or earrings. You will leave with an 
amazing array of silver items designed and 
made by you. 

7 & 21 November 
Block printed lino cut Christmas Cards

Design a Christmas card, cut lino with gouges 
and then ink the block and make prints onto a 
variety of card stocks. Making cards gives a 
personal touch to your season’s greetings!

Teach Me Courses has expand-
ed its range of creative courses 
being offered to those in and 

around Romney Marsh and availa-
ble to most age groups and abilities.  
Classes are kept small in order to pro-
vide a good level of one to one support 
and bespoke days can be arranged to 
tailor an event for a group of friends, 
family or colleagues to take up a new 
challenge. For information about 
our regular class availability, please 
call TEACH ME on 01797 364366 or 
07770 347616.

Teach me is ready to make autumn a creative 
adventure in which amazing and beautiful gifts 
will be made for friends, family and the home.

These courses are in addition to our regular 
weekly classes and give you  ataste for a new 
art of a skill in one day.  All materials, equip-
ment refreshments and lunch are included.

24 & 25 October 
Wizards, Witches and Wands!

Make amazing spooky stuff for Halloween 
with our Wizards, Witches and Wands! Work-

keys or a black cat lantern with light up eyes. 

1 November – Pottery Painting 

Using ceramic paints and pens, in bright, 
colours, create mugs, cups, plates and more. 

to become dishwasher safe. Create personal 
gifts for friends or family.
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REGULAR WEEKLY CLASSES

Most classes are inclusive of materials and 

tuition with the exception of Silver Clay 

and Silver Smithing where you pay a small 

additional charge for the silver used.

Monday – Glass Classes for stained glass 

leaded panels, stained glass applique (glass 

mosaics), copper foil (think Tiffany lamps) 

and fused glass.

Classes are from 12.30 – 2.30pm, 3.00 – 

5.00pm and 6.00 – 8.00pm and are priced 

at £20.00 for two hours.

Tuesday – Mosaics – bowls, garden 

tools, door signs, place mats, table mats 

and much more.  Come and meet bathtub 

Beryl and discover the world of mosaics 

using all sorts of tesserae from traditional 

tiles, broken china, beads, buttons and a 

variety of methods to apply them to both 

inside and out.

Class is from 10.00am – 1.00pm priced at 

£25.00 for three hours.

Wednesday – Silver Smithing, Silver 

Clay, Enamelling, fused glass and general 

Jewellery making. Check out our combined 

events of silver smithing and silver clay, 

paws, claws and more, On safari – making 

elephants, giraffes, zebras and lions

Class is from 6.00 – 8.00pm. The price is 

just £16 for two hours plus your silver and 

materials at trade prices.

Thursday – Lino Cutting block printing 

– Use this most ancient of printing process-

es to make unique cards, fabric prints, bags 

for Christmas and much more

Class is from 10.00am – 12.00 noon the 

course is priced at £20.00 for two hours

Acrylic Painting – enhance and improve 

your skill or come along as a beginner. All 

topics are covered including portraits, land-

scapes, still life, abstracts, acrylic pours and 

experimental methods.

Classes are from 6.00 – 8.00pm and are 

priced at £20.00 for two hours.

VISIT: www.teachmecourses.co.uk to book today!

There’s nothing so pe
especially if you mad
There’s nothing so pe
especially if you mad
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ersonal as a hand made gift... 
de it!

9 & 10 November
Glass copper foil Christmas decorations

Using the copper foil technique (Tiffany 

and then soldered together to create  beautiful 
items to hang in your window, on your tree or 
in your garden. 

12 November 
Bath bombs, scrubs and soap

Make luxurious bath bombs, soaps and scrubs 
to enhance your wellbeing or make lovely 
personalised gifts for friends or family. You’ll 
learn the recipes and techniques for making 
your treats and package them as attractive gifts.

13 November – Paws, Claws and More!

Create a wonderful silver piece designed and 
made by you of your favourite pet. Make by 
embossing, using moulds or cutters in 99.9% 
real silver. Create a necklace, brooch or ear-
rings of your furry companion. 

14 November – Christmas sack lino cut 
printing, stencilling and painting

Using a combination of block printing, sten-
cilling and fabric appliqué you’ll create a 
bespoke Christmas sack for someone special 
- that will be used year after year.

15 & 24 November – Spirit of the Sea-
son – Gin and Alcoholic infusion with 

This new course produces some “mothers 
ruin”. Make a litre of two or four different al-
coholic beverages (Lemoncello, infused gins 
or vodkas). We will paint, etch or glitter the 

will be decanted using stencils or ceramic or 
glass paints. 

16 November 
Silk Painted Cards (Christmas and others)

You’ll learn about how the coloured silk paints 
react with each other, how they appear on the 
silk, special effects and how to mix the col-
ours. Find how to control the bleeding of the 
colours into each other for startling effects.

8 November
Christmas felting

Come and make our festive snow ladies. 
We’ll shopw you all about felting to make any 
number of cute decorative things. IOt’s very 
therapeutic and great fun.

ersonal as a hand made gift... 
de it!

CALL: 01797 364366 for information
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28 November – Christmas Bunting

Make fabric bunting to celebrate Christmas. 
Create messages that can be kept and handed 
down through generations to enjoy.

29 November – Cutest ever tea light 
village and stunning pop up cards

Create a beautiful centrepiece that will light up 
your table and be used again and again. Pre-
cut for this workshop, assistance will be given 
The village can be embellished on the day with 

4 December – Silver Clay “On Safari”

Go Wild! We use silver clay to mould shapes, 

silver! Elephant, giraffe, zebra and lions can be 
made and worn either as a necklace or brooch.  

6 December
Shabby Chic Christmas Bunting

Create a personalised banner using wooden 
pennants.  Paint with chalk paints, gilding and 
other effects to create a message for years to come.

20 November – Silver charms/bangle

-
bellish for bracelets, earrings, or necklace. 
Using PMC - Pure Metal Clay which can be 
embossed, moulded, stamped and cut to create 
stunning charms in 99.9% real silver. You also 
make a silver bangle to hang them on, so how 
good is that?

23 November
Christmas Stained glass applique

Glass applique is the simplest form of stained 
glass making, since it involves glueing the 
glass shapes onto a base sheet of clear glass, 
rather than connecting each piece with a lead 
came. Once the panel is glued down, we grout 
the entire panels and then wipe away where 
the glass pieces are set. The results are always 
absolutely stunning!

26 November
Mercury Glass stag and coasters

Our stag is the focal point for Christmas. 
Standing proud among the backdrop of mercu-
ry glass. Complement him with some match-
ing coasters for some festive spirit.

7 & 8 December
Christmas Foodie Feast!

Make a sumptuous hamper ready to place un-
der the tree or simply indulge yourself in a 
truly Christmas feast! Learn to make Butter 

-

12 December – Christmas screen 
printing aprons and tea towels

Make a screen to print your own exclusive 
aprons and tea towels as gifts for friends.

15 December
Chocolate and Prosecco… a chocolate 
indulgence day!

Chocolate lovers are in for a festive treat with 
-

olate box or bowl, chocolate stirrers and other 
chocolate items to create stunning personalised 
gifts or for personal indulgence. To make the 
day go with a bit of extra Christmas Spirit enjoy 
some Prosecco and leave the car behind!

VISIT: www.teachmecourses.co.uk to book today!
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by Andrew South

The Shorncliffe Trust threw open
its proverbial gates once again
to provide tours of the
Shorncliffe Redboubt in the
annual Heritage Open Days
Event last month.

Among the hundreds of visitors over
the weekend were Folkestone
Mayor Cllr. Jackie Meade, the
Mayor and Mayoress of New
Romney and fellow councillors who
wanted to find out more about
military heritage and the significant
impact it could have to heritage
tourism in the district.

To achieve this vision, the Trust is
aiming to raise £1.5m to create a
unique Heritage & Education Centre
dedicated to the history and legacy
of the modern British Army from its
birthplace at Shorncliffe. It wants to
secure one or more former military
buildings which lie adjacent to 35
acres of former military training
ground which surround the
Shorncliffe Military Cemetery.

The land contains significant
heritage assets including a
Napoleonic Earth Redoubt,
two Martello Towers and First
World War Training Trenches.

“The Shorncliffe story is
unique,” said Chris Shaw, the
passionate Chairman of the
Shorncliffe Trust. “We believe
it is the most unique heritage
site in the UK, and the Trust is
trying to save the land so
that people can see that this
is the most amazing piece of land.”

The tour took in the site of the
original Redoubt, constructed as a

defence against Napoleon who
had amassed 170,000 troops
across the Channel at Boulogne.

“This is basically the biggest
sandcastle in the country,” says
Chris. “It was hand-made from the
sandy clay and when compacted
it is impossible to destroy!

There is nothing like this in Europe,
or possibly the world.”

On the first day of the tours, more
than 200 students from Oundle
School, Northampton followed in

the footsteps of WW1
soldiers before they travelled across
The Channel to The Somme. Military
Historian Andrew Robertshaw gave
the students instructions on WW1
Kit and the logistics on the Battle of
the Somme and Shorncliffe Trustees
covered 200 years of history in
200 yards on the walk down Sandy

Lane to the WW1 training trenches,
still visible more than 100 years
after they were dug.

The land at Shorncliffe Camp is rich
in archaeological remains relating
to the military use of the site over
two centuries. The archaeological
potential of these remains is high as
is the overall significance of the site.
Some archaeological remains are
currently under threat and require
attention. These include the
Napoleonic Redoubt, almost
forgotten about and unmarked for
over a century, at the top of
the hillside.

As well as the 200-year-old
Redoubt, there are WW1 training
trenches and a WW1 pill box. The
tour concluded at Shorncliffe
Military Cemetery where local
historian Peter Anderson told visitors
about the lives of those who are
interred here.

In addition to the Shorncliffe
Walking Tours, the Trust organises a
number of heritage tours visiting
battlefields in Europe. There are two
tours currently available in 2020 -
on 25th April, a visit to Flanders
Battlefields and the Menin Gate;
while on 15th May a tour of The
Somme includes a visit to the
newly opened CWGC
Experience, a new visitor centre
dedicated to the work of the
Commission whose ‘recovery’
mission is ongoing 100 years
after the end of WW1. Bookings
can be made on the Trust’s
website: shorncliffe-trust.org.uk/
educational-resources

The Trust would be interested to
hear from Looker readers who
have connections with

Shorncliffe Garrison from past
generations, and would welcome
stories to add to its website ‘People
of Shorncliffe’. You can use the
contact page on the website.

This is truly a wonderful, historic site
in our district, where the memory of
the birth of the British military should
be remembered.

Shorncliffe Heritage days
prove resounding success

•Training at Shorncliffe

•Kit table display•Bayonet training

•Trust Chairman Chris Shaw leads the Heritage tour

•Trench training
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Hythe naturalist and photo-
journalist, Kerry King reports on
this summer’s invasion of exotic
butterflies from another
continent …
Every summer, a wave of intrepid
migrants travels from north Africa to
Europe, seeking a better life for their
offspring. Many thousands,
occasionally millions, reach Britain.
The painted lady, a beautiful and
powerful insect, makes its journey
from Morocco to the UK each spring.

It’s hard to comprehend that an
insect with a wingspan of no more
than a couple of 2 inches (5cm) is
able to fly the 1,500 mile journey.
Results from the Big Butterfly Count,
which took place over three weeks
this summer, showed 30 times more
painted ladies arrived in the UK than
in 2018. The last big influx of
migratory butterfly took place in
2009, when 11 million painted ladies
were seen across the UK.
Dr Zoe Randle, Surveys Officer at the

Butterfly Conservation charity, said
the high numbers were significant
because butterflies are “vital food”
for other wildlife, including birds,
hedgehogs and dragonflies. A
sobering thought, but even butterflies
are an important part of the food
chain cycle. She added that the
“clouds of painted ladies” that were
seen this summer - 500,000 in just
three weeks - were “fantastic news”.
The Big Butterfly Count also
highlighted that other common

species had a good summer, such as
the peacock, which had its best
summer since 2014. The marbled
white saw an increase, and the ever-
present red admiral numbers were
up by 138 per cent. Other species
like gatekeepers were up 95 per
cent, and the struggling small
tortoiseshell had its best result
since 2014, with around 70,000
spotted during this summer’s count.
Despite the encouraging findings,
experts are still worried about the
small tortoiseshell and have
suggested climate change could be
having an impact on its fortunes.
Butterfly Conservation’s Richard Fox
said: “We’re still trying to establish
what is behind the long-term
decline of the small tortoiseshell
and, while it is good news that the
butterfly fared better this summer,
the poor results in southern England
in particular suggest that climate
change may be having more of an
impact on this species than we have
previously realised.”
Mr Fox added: “The painted lady
obviously stole the show this
summer, taking the top spot in
England, Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland, but 2019 has also
been the most successful Big
Butterfly Count in its ten-year
history, with more people taking
part and more counts being
submitted than ever before.”

Invasion of the painted ladies

• Painted lady (by Kerry King)
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REAL Socialising delivers
a Christmas cracker
The REAL Socialising tour business was established in 2013 by Folkestone
resident Viv Kenny to encourage people to get out and socialise, rather than
‘sofalise’, offering a range of ac�vi�es which bring people together to explore
new places. She told The Looker what the group has been up to and what they
are planning for the future.

“REAL Socialising’s monthly email newsle�er reaches several thousand people
and the list is growing. Many of those are family groups, friends and individuals
who are spreading the word about just how good REAL Socialising is. In addi�on,
a number of companies, local clubs and groups also receive and share the
newsle�er and par�cipate in ac�vity.

Membership is FREE and all you need to do to join in is simply ‘subscribe’ to
receive the FREE monthly Enewsle�er.

From �me to �me, members names are picked at random to win free seats on
excursions. On 1st November, one subscriber will win a pair of �ckets to
wonderful Winchester Christmas Market, travelling on 1st December  making
it a cracker of a Christmas for our lucky winner!

REAL Socialising’s members have enjoyed a great range of trips already in 2019
including day trips to the Boulogne Sea Fes�val; the Tall Ships Armada in Rouen;
Highclere Castle (home of Downton Abbey), Buckingham Palace; a ‘Gin and
Tonic’ visit to the Bombay Sapphire Dis�llery and wonderful Winchester. Short
breaks have included visits to Paris, Lille, Bruges, Liverpool, Monet’s Garden and
Honfleur to name but a few. One of the more adventurous was a thoroughly
enjoyable sixday break to Venice and Rome.

A recent tour of the Peak District resulted in reconnec�ng Folkestone Fish Pie
Compe��on Queen, Cath Mison with the Hairy Bikers; Dave Myers and Si King.
The Hairy Bikers were guest chefs at the Chatsworth Country Fair and Cath and
her Fish Pie were
featured in their
show a couple of
years ago…so
�me to reconnect
at their book
signing and what
a great photo
opportunity!

The diary for
2020 is already
planned and
details of new day
trips and short
breaks area released each month. You have to be quick off the mark when new
excursions are released as popular des�na�ons fill up very quickly with some
excursions already full.

Des�na�ons in 2020 include Amsterdam, Bruges, Ghent, a wonderful Wales
explorer and Cornwall’s Gardens and a Champagne Weekend to Reims. There
are lots more just wai�ng to be released visi�ng some very interes�ng
des�na�ons and world class events too!

New ideas and sugges�ons for places to visit are always welcome and REAL
Socialising offers bespoke tours for larger groups passing on group rates and
great value. To find out more about the latest ac�vity and to subscribe to the
newsle�er; visit www.realsocialising.co.uk or email viv@realsocialising.co.uk.
We hope to see you for some REAL Socialising soon!”

• Highclere Castle

• Buckingham Palace
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A decade ago, a pioneering landscape-scale project began, aiming
to bring back a rare bumblebee, extinct in the UK, to our south Kent
and East Sussex coastline.
Ten years later, three species of rare
bumblebees have increased in
significant numbers on the Romney
Marsh around Dungeness. The work
carried out during the project by an
amazing community of scientists,
conservationists, volunteers and
nearly 100 farmers and landowners,
has restored a valuable ecosystem
largely lost from the UK over a large
area. The changes have benefitted a
wide range of species such as
mammals, insects, flowers and birds
in addition to the flagship
bumblebees.
The project, formally known as the
short-haired bumblebee
reintroduction project is co-ordinated
by Dr Nikki Gammans at the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, and
who has led the work since it started.
The three rare bumblebee species
most frequently encountered in the
project area, the moss carder bee
(Bombus muscorum), the brown-
banded carder bee (Bombus humilis),
and the ruderal bumblebee (Bombus
ruderatus) have all increased in
abundance on sites where the project
has carried out habitat advice and
planting. The nationally rare ruderal
bumblebee has increased most
significantly, and the project area is
now one of the best places in the
country for the species. All three rare
bumblebee species have been
recorded returning to areas where
they had not been seen for up to
25 years.
On nature reserves, such as RSPB
Dungeness, citizen science monitoring
by skilled volunteers has shown that
rare bumblebees have increased

eight-fold. Away from reserves on
areas including farmland, and small
holdings, rare bees have increased
threefold as a direct result of the
habitat restoration and improved
long-term monitoring.
“The project has been able to restore
and improve the management of a
large area and the benefits are there
for a wide range of species not just
bumblebees,” Dr Gammans told The
Looker. “We have succeeded in
creating a sustainable and resilient
connecting landscape by working
with a diversity of landowners and
monitoring by local volunteers.”
Gill Perkins, CEO Bumblebee
Conservation Trust said: “Over the
past decade Dungeness and the
surrounding area has become a
hotspot for other rare bumblebees
and it’s probably the best place in the
country to see the ruderal bumblebee
in particular. The project has created,
quite simply, an amazing place for
bumblebees.”
Initially the project aimed to create
100 hectares of flower-rich
bumblebee-friendly habitat by the
end of 2012, through direct habitat
management and by advising farmers
(alongside Natural England advisors)
and landowners. Ten years on the
scale has expanded considerably,
and Dr Gammans and her dedicated
team of 45 volunteers have worked
with 50 farmers and 45 other
landowners, advising on over 1,300
hectares of farmland and a further
447.6 hectares of other land. In
addition, the project has engaged with
over 30,500 people through school
visits, events, talks, summer walks and

many other outreach activities.
The original driving force behind the
project was to reintroduce the short-
haired bumblebee (Bombus
subterraneous), once widespread
across the south of England and seen
as far north as Humberside, but last
recorded near Dungeness in 1988
and declared extinct within the UK in
2000.
Sadly, despite huge efforts from Dr
Gammans and her team, several
years of reintroductions using queen
short-haired bumblebees from New
Zealand and Sweden, and significant
support from the scientific and
conservation community including the
RSPB and Natural England, the
reintroduction programme appears to
have been unsuccessful.
Dr Gammans said; “The story of the
short-haired bumblebee
reintroduction programme
demonstrates how hard it is to bring
back something once extinct. The best
thing to do is to stop species from
becoming extinct in the first place. We
should conserve what we already
have and work hard to prevent future

extinctions by habitat restoration.”
Gill Perkins added: “Reintroductions
are increasingly being a silver bullet
for species conservation. They should
not be as they need a huge amount
of time, effort, money and, frankly
luck, to be successful. While the short-
haired bumblebee may not be back
as a British breeding species, the
project was set up to bring rare
bumblebees back and it has achieved
exactly that.”
Duncan Lawrie, a volunteer for all ten
years, said: “The work we have done
has been great for the bumblebees of
the project area, and I get great
satisfaction from this. I also enjoy
working with Nikki, the summer interns
and the other volunteers, and feel that
I am doing something for nature - I
delight in being “in the moment” with
the bees, when they are doing their
own thing.”
You can read more details about the
project on the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust website:
www.bumblebeeconservation.org/s
hort-haired-bumblebee-
reintroduction-project.
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Photo: Nikki Gammans

Ten years after … restored Marsh landscape
brings the buzz back for rare bumblebees
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The Cinnamon Trust needs
volunteers in New Romney
The Cinnamon Trust is the national
charity whose wonderful volunteers
help people over retirement age and
those in the latter stages of a terminal
illness by offering all kinds of pet
care. We are looking to
welcome new dog walking
volunteers to help a
resident of New Romney
and their adorable little
dog Bailey a 4 year old
Toy Poodle who would just
love to go for a good walk.

What happens if illness, injury
or just the fact that we all get older
eventually affects our ability to look
after our four legged companions?

A large number of elderly or ill pet
owners become very worried about
their ability to care for their pets,
feeling that their only option is to

rehome them, this is where our
national network of

dedicated volunteers step
in to offer support
enabling them to stay
together. We’ll walk the
dog for a housebound

owner, we’ll foster pets
when owners need

hospital care, we’ll fetch the
cat food, even clean out the bird

cage or litter trays.

All volunteers help in the ways that are
most appropriate to them,they take it
in turn to visit housebound owners to
take the dog for a walk, volunteers
foster pets as one of their family when
owners face a spell in hospital, they
take pets to the vet, even clean out the
budgie’s cage or cats litter year old
trays. If anyone would like to register
or even have a quick chat about
registering just call direct on 01736
758707 or email
appeals@cinnamon.org.uk
Registered Charity No: 1134680 The
Cinnamon Trust is a limited company
registered in England and Wales. Registered
Office: 10 Market Square, Hayle, Cornwall,
TR27 4HE. Company Number 07004861

What a load of
rubbish … !
In less than three years since Keep Britain Tidy Ambassador, Eric
Brown, began the Litter-Picking Marsh Watch Group, it has
inspired nearly 800 individuals to take part in regular litter-picks
or monitor their own patch. Today, we present the first of Eric’s
monthly columns reporting on the group’s activities.

Stealing the expression “mighty oaks from little acorns grow” might be
a little over the top to describe our group, but to coin another phrase
“we ain’t done too bad”!
Back in January 2016, whilst walking my dog I came up with the idea
of setting up a litter picking group via Facebook. As I found myself
picking up other people’s litter whilst out and about, I thought it would
be great if other people joined in.
‘Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh’ was born, and has gone from
strength to strength, from one acorn to a tree loaded with almost 800. I
can’t say that each one of our members is out picking up litter every day,
but I believe they all play a key part in sharing, inspiring and raising
awareness of the immense damage that discarded litter has on the
environment and wildlife across our countryside.
Our group has just passed the landmark figure of 5,000 bags of rubbish
picked up so far - just this year! Some might feel it’s a time for celebration,
but for me it’s 5,000 bags too many - the litter shouldn’t have been
carelessly discarded across the countryside and coastline in the first place.
Sadly, almost everywhere you look nowadays you will see someone’s
discarded litter; it has become the norm, people have become litter-blind
and some even think it’s okay or acceptable to add to the ongoing
problem by dumping their litter along roadsides, or on the beach where
someone else has already dropped theirs. It’s what I call the ‘magnet
effect’ - litter breeds litter.
It might be easy to think it’s not our problem, but our actions have
consequences - discarded litter is not just an eye-sore but a hazard to other
people, a pollutant to the waterways and ocean, and a danger to wildlife.
We need to change this attitude and ALL take responsibility for ‘Keeping
Britain Tidy’.
Do it for yourself, do it for your children and loved ones, do it for your
community, do it for Great Britain, do it to save our planet and do it now.
Help our society to make this positive change, raise awareness, do your
bit and maybe, just maybe, in a year’s time I can report that our group
had no litter to pick so far this year…wishful thinking I know, but to report
a lot less bags of picked litter would be a really good start.
I’m appealing to the 10,000 readers of The Looker (yes that means you
too), please slip a bag in your pocket before you venture out, pick up
any litter you see even if it’s only one or two bits, pop them in your bag
and discard it in a litter bin. Just think what a difference that would make
if we all did this regularly, and told others about it too.
If you’d like to get involved or just want to come along and see what we
do, our next organised Litter Pick and Beach Clean is on Sunday 20th
October. We will meet on The Rype in Lydd at 9am for 9.30am start,
we will make our way down to Denge Marsh to clear any marine litter
from the MOD foreshore, making our way back to The Rype at 12 noon
for refreshments, why not join us and start to make a difference?
You can follow the group on Facebook – search for Litter Picking
Watch Romney Marsh.
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by Andrew South
In an increasingly compe��ve
environment for chari�es vying for
the spare pounds and pence in our
pockets, the Caring Altogether on
Romney Marsh AGM last week
demonstrated how close to the
wind some smaller organisa�ons
are sailing.

“CARM is financially secure – in fact
we made more than £9,000 profit in
the last financial year,” reported
Treasurer, Dr Ruth Smith, “but with a
huge propor�on of our income
coming from Kent County Council
and the Heritage Lo�ery Fund, we
have to find other ways of financing
and maintaining the level of service
we currently provide.”

To put this in context, CARM
received £128,000 from those two
funding sources out of a total income
of £167,000, which if either one – or
both – of these revenue streams
dried up, then the charity would be
severely affected.

“We constantly have to look at new
sources of finance to support our
work,” con�nued Ruth. “We receive
around £2.5K from local councils and
£680 from bequests in 201819
compared with zero the previous
year, but there were no regular
monthly dona�ons.”

“Gi� Aid helps [where the
Government adds 25 per cent of any
charitygiving by a taxpaying
individual], but there is a new way of
giving for which the giver pays
nothing.”

This, explained Ruth, like just about
everything these days, is the ‘Give As

You Live’ mobile app and website,
which enables you to raise free funds
for charity when you shop online.

There are now more than 4,200
online businesses signed up to the
scheme, so pre�y much everyone
you’re ever likely to need, but every
�me you shop with them, they will
donate a propor�on of between 0.5
per cent to 3 per cent of the purchase
from their own profits. The scheme is
simple and means that you can help
CARM whenever you shop online –
go to www.giveasyoulive.com/join/
carm or if using the Give As You Live
app, make sure you search for ‘Caring
All Together on Romney Marsh’.

Opening the AGM for the first �me,
however, was Reverend Shuna Body
MBE in her first year as Chair of the
Board of Trustees.

“CARM con�nues to grow,” she
reported, “with our latest Mee�ng
Point at Burmarsh to add to the other
eight around the Marsh. Onetoone
befriending and group befriending
services con�nue to meet the
some�mes demanding nature of
individual needs. But now tele
befriending is also possible for those
to make ‘phone calls to clients, and
staff from Givaudan in Ashford make
‘phone calls during their lunch breaks.

“But I am proud to say that CARM
provides the only befriending service
in Kent which remains free of charge.
The alterna�ve, where someone will
be pleased to ring a client for a fee,
doesn’t seem very good to me.”

A number of illustrious individuals
have highlighted the problem of
loneliness and isola�on in public life
Revd. Shuna con�nued.

“Sir Paul McCartney asked about ‘all
the lonely people, where do they all
come from?; Einstein said he was one
of the most famous of people in the
world, but also the loneliest, while
Judy Garland was wellacquainted
with the feeling of being alone.”

But CARM’s work provides vital
services for hundreds of people
dealing with loneliness in and around
the Marsh, and at the moment they
have a wai�ng list of poten�al clients
in need of befriending to break the
distressing cycle of isola�on.

Their part�me but nonetheless
commi�ed and determined team of
staff is supported by 150 handson
volunteers involved in befriending,
reminiscence and music memory
sessions and mee�ng points, as well
as others who provide support in the
office or with fundraising.

“We are looking to introduce new
roles for volunteers as ambassadors
for the charity,” explained new
Development Officer, Victoria
Carmichael, who joined the CARM
staff a month ago. “This could be for

people who are not necessarily
interested in providing our faceto
face services, but who want to
promote our work through leafle�ng
or organising fundraising events.

Whatever your par�cular skills and
amount of spare �me, whether its
two hours a week or two days, there
is a CARM role for you somewhere –
“even if they can make some banners
for us!” says Ka�e Sokolowska,
Assistant Reminiscence Coordinator.

As we spoke, Admin & Finance
Officer, Sharon Harrison reported
that she had just recruited two more
musical memories volunteers from
the invited guests at the event, much
to Ka�e’s delight.

Two new Trustees were appointed
unanimously to the Board, Assistant
Curate Jeane�e Kenne� and Team
Rector Lindsay Hammond, both from
Tenterden.

“We inevitably handle funerals as part
of our role, so we are acutely aware
of the problems that isola�on and
loneliness can cause,” Jeane�e told
me. “But CARM is providing a vital
lifeline to people across the Marsh.”

Lindsay has had a long associa�on
with CARM from its early incarna�on

in 1990 when churches and other
agencies were responsible for care in
the community.

“CARM rose out of that in 1997
when firstly we used the Brenze�
School Office and then moved into
an office in the Appledore Methodist
Hall – which I actually helped to build
all those years ago!” says Lindsay,
proving that what goes around
comes around.

The last piece of business to carry out
was of course the drawing of the
winning lo�ery �cket, The Looker on
hand to do the honours. The winner
was Elsie Walton, who told me that
at the Romney Marsh Day Centre,
she regularly sits next to Dusty Miller,
the maker of the prize  a beau�fully
cra�ed threewheeled flowerpot
holder  which yet again proves that
what goes around comes around…

So CARM con�nues in rude health,
providing a wide range of excellent
services to the community to fight
the scourge of isola�on and
loneliness among vulnerable people
on the Marsh. You can find out
all about their services
and opportuni�es to volunteer
on their excellent website:
www.carmromneymarsh.org.uk or
by calling them on 01233 758122.

• Revd. Shuna Body MBE, Chair
of CARM addresses the AGM

Keeping CARM afloat in choppy waters

• A packed AGM

• Elsie Walton receives her raffle prize from Revd. Shuna Body
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Fi�h Con�nent lays down
autumn film challenge

by Andrew South
Following the success of a film
compe��on organised by the Fi�h
Con�nent Project team in the
spring, they have laid down another
challenge to filmmakers to take
advantage of differing weather,
light and colours this autumn.

The team has been working closely
with Folkestonebased Screen
South for the last year, on projects
to capture the unique nature,
people and landscapes of the
Marsh, and the 48hour filmmaking
challenge in the spring produced
some remarkable results.

“We were amazed at the variety of
films which were shown at our
‘Marsh on Screen’ Awards event
back in June, so we felt that giving
filmmakers a week this �me around
would give them greater opportunity
to demonstrate their imagina�on
and crea�vity,” Darrienne Price from
Screen South told me.

“The whole aim of the project is to
leave a legacy of filmmaking on the
Marsh, and the unique skyscapes,
light and colours of the Marsh at this
�me of year will provide the perfect
backdrop for this new, weeklong
challenge.”

The filmmaking teams don’t need to
have highend camera equipment to
enter with a chance of winning first,
second or third prize – the winner of
the ‘Marsh on Screen’ Award in June,
Tom Ward, shot his brilliant and
quirky film on a mobile ‘phone.
Camera equipment is available to
borrow from the Screen South office
for the challenge, however.

Films should be shot in the week
from October 24th un�l the 30th,
and the challenge is open to
absolutely anyone who has a
crea�ve idea which tells a story
about Romney Marsh, whether
fic�onal or real. No previous film
making experience is necessary, just
a vision of something which captures
the spirit and beauty of the area.

The Marsh is rich in wonderful
landscapes and iconic features such
as the churches, Dungeness
lighthouse and the Royal Military
Canal, which have provided the
se�ng for many film and television
scenes over the years. It has long
been the inspira�on for ar�sts, poets
and writers whose crea�vity has
been fired by its unique atmosphere.

The film should be from one to five
minutes long and can be in any film
format – arty, animated, fic�on,
nonfic�on – the only limit is the
filmmaking team’s imagina�on.

There will be a free screening of all
the entries at the Old School on
Saturday, November 16th, where a
panel of judges will select the best
three film, whose makers will
receive a trophy and voucher.

All the details about the
challenge can be found at:
www.screensouth.org/events/
fi�hcon�nentautumnfilm
challenge, or you can call them
direct on 01303 259777 
or email: info@screensouth.org,
especially if you would like to
borrow film equipment on
limited loan.

Once you have registered your team,
Screen South will send you a
produc�on pack containing �ps, key
informa�on and templates to use.

Lights, camera, ac�on!

Telephone:
0800 032 2699

T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside, 
Old House Lane, Brookland,

New Romney TN29 9RN



The 2019 Lydd in Bloom
presentation evening was held
on Monday 30th September in
the Council Chamber at the
Guild Hall, Lydd where prizes
and certificates were awarded to
this year’s competition winners.
The Lydd in Bloom gardens were
preliminary judged by members of
Lydd Town Council who were
allocated an area to cover and the
final judges were Lydd Town
Councillor Mrs Jean Jones and Mr
Roger Hooper, Chairman of the Lydd
Allotments Association who selected
the winners from the shortlists.

The presentation evening was
chaired by the Mayor of Lydd Cllr
Graham Snell who welcomed
everyone to the presentation
evening and congratulated the

winners on their efforts in creating
such lovely garden displays.

The prize winners were as follows:

Highly commended certificates to
37 Station Road, Magnolia Harden
Road, 35 Roberts Road,
40 Williamson Road, 11 Megan Close,
32 The Derings, 3 Mill Bank, 6 Taylor
Road and 27 Seaview Road.

In the ‘Town Tubs’ category
certificates and garden centre
vouchers were presented. Third
prize of £10 was awarded to 36 The
Derings, £15 to Millview House 72a
Station Road for second prize and
first prize to Star Cottage 18 Station
Road who received a £25 voucher.

The prize winners in the ‘Coast Tubs
section were third prize 10 Taylor
Road, second prize 46 Roberts Road
and first prize 6 Toby Road.

Third prize for the Town Garden
category went to Honeysuckle
House Robin Hood Lane, second
prize to 72 The Derings and first
prize to 97 Station Road each
receiving vouchers of £10, £15 and
£25 respectively.

The coastal garden winners were
third prize to 1 Beatrice Mews,
second prize to 79 Leonard Road and
1st Prize to 126 Leonard Road. 79 and
126 Leonard Road shared the overall
winner’s prize in the 2018 Lydd in
Bloom competition.

A £25 voucher in a new category
which was the recognition of
outstanding effort was awarded to
Plot 11 Herons Park.

The best Allotment Plot in 2019 was
chosen as Plot 8 A and B who
received a £25 voucher to continue
their good work for the most
productive and well-tended
vegetable garden

The overall winner for Lydd in Bloom
2019 is 97 Station Road who will
receive a £25 voucher and they will
keep the rose bowl until Lydd in
Bloom 2020.

Lydd Town Council funded and
awarded the prizes and certificates
and continues to be impressed and
encouraged by the planting schemes
which brighten up our Parish, both
Town and Coast and the hard work
that our Allotment Plot holders put in.

The Mayor of Lydd, Cllr Graham Snell
would like to express his thanks and
extend his congratulations to all the
winners of this year’s competition

and thank Cllr Mrs Jean Jones, and Mr
Roger Hooper of the Lydd Allotments
Association for their hard work with
the judging of the competition.

The planting schemes bring a wide
range of benefits which include
improving the local environment of
the parish of Lydd and attract bees
and butterflies to the gardens.
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Pain ‘pacemaker’ is a life-changer for Peter
After being kicked in the back
while on duty, police officer
Peter Frampton was left in such
severe pain he feared he would
never be able to go back to
work.

The 36-year-old dad of two was
relying on strong painkillers after the

incident aggravated an old injury,
but was still in constant discomfort
and found even getting in or out of
a car difficult.

A keen footballer, he had to give up
sport and had to sit and watch as his
children played, unable to join in.

But thanks to a spinal cord
stimulator, a pioneering
piece of medical technology
sometimes called a ‘pain
pacemaker’ and staff at East
Kent Hospitals, he is now
able to enjoy life again.

Peter, who is telling his story
to mark International Pain
Awareness Month in
September, said: “I had to
take a significant amount of
time off work and when I
went back I could only work
reduced hours.

“There was a massive fear of
being told I couldn’t carry on.
It caused quite a lot of
anxiety and stress for me and
my wife.

“The spinal cord stimulator
was life-changing – I can’t
praise it enough. It is an
amazing piece of equipment

and technology and it’s been a
godsend for me.”

Patients who are suitable for the
stimulator must first try other
methods of controlling their pain,
and Peter had injections and other
treatments.

Some brought temporary relief, but
after a week or two the pain would
return as bad as before.

He said: “I was reliant on codeine
to reduce the pain but I haven’t had
to use any pain medication since
having the stimulator.

“There are still good days and bad
days but the bad days are
significantly reduced and I am still
able to carry out normal activities.

“I’m back at work full time and I’m
coaching football teams and
running around with my children –
things I was frightened I would
never be able to do.

“It has changed my life and I am so
grateful for the opportunity.”

The stimulator is a small device like
a pacemaker, implanted
underneath the skin and attached to
two wires that lead to the spinal
cord. It is programmed by medical
staff and patients can change the

settings and turn it up or down, or
target particular areas of the body.

East Kent Hospitals is the only Trust
in the county to offer the treatment,
with the nearest alternative centres
in London, Southampton or Essex.

The Trust has specialist pain clinics at
the William Harvey, Kent and
Canterbury, and Queen Elizabeth
The Queen Mother Hospitals,
offering a range of treatments, and
cases are reviewed by a multi-
disciplinary team including expert
nurses, a psychologist, occupational
therapist and consultants.

Specialist nurse Tina Elliott said the
team was able to offer hope to
patients who had previously been
told nothing could be done.

She said: “Things have changed and
we can now offer patients a lot more
than we used to be able to, thanks to
new technology and understanding.

“Chronic pain can’t be cured but
we can help people manage it and
learn to live with it.”

For more information on the
pain team, visit
https://www.ekhuft.nhs.uk/
patients-and-visitors/
services/chronic-pain/

A pain-reduced Peter Frampton and family



TRAIN TALES – by John Wimble

Interlaken is centrally located in
Switzerland in the Bernese
Oberland at nearly 2,000ft
above sea level and lies
between Lake Thun and Lake
Brienz. It was a nice sunny June
morning, 30 years ago, as we
walked down to Interlaken East
station and purchased our
tickets to Zermatt with our Swiss
Railway Pass. The journey
would take just over two hours
to travel the 70 miles.

The first part of the journey was on
the Berne-Lotschberg-Simplon
(BLS) railway to Brig. We stopped
at Kandersteg (only known to me
because my father took a party of
Scouts there in 1937). We then
entered the Lotschberg Tunnel, over
nine miles long, and the line
reached a height of just over
4,000ft, the highest for any main
line in Switzerland. Leaving the
tunnel, the line became single track
again and we entered the Rhone
Valley with its floor some 1,500ft
lower than the railway. For the next
12 miles, we descended to join the
Simplon line at Brig.

At Brig we changed trains to the
metre-gauge Brig-Visp-Zermatt

Bahn and we were on the famous
‘Glacier Express’ (but not an
express as we know it). The first part
of the line had four rack sections, the
steepest 1 in 8. For most of its
course, the line was in a narrow
valley surrounded by high
mountains with an occasional
glimpse of glaciers. The line was
single track with passing loops at the
stations. The line had recently
undergone modernisation with
powerful new locos capable of
hauling six bogie coaches providing
over 350 passenger seats.

We continued to climb up the
Matter Valley until we reached the
village of Tasch at over 4,700ft.
Tasch is reputed to have the largest
car park in Europe. The reason for
this is that Zermatt is car free and the
only way in is by rail or on foot!
Shortly after leaving Tasch, the
Briethorn range of mountains came
into view at the head of the valley.
A little further along we saw the
Matterhorn, at 14,800ft one of the
highest mountains in Switzerland.

We arrived at Zermatt and the first
thing we saw were hotel porters
waiting at the station to help with the
visitors’ luggage. Small electric

vehicles were the only means of
transport, apart from the occasional
pony and trap, and each hotel had
their own mode of transport to carry
their guests and luggage.

Zermatt was very quiet apart from
the whirr of the electric cars. The
town was ‘discovered’ in the 19th
century by the English and it
remains a mountaineer’s sanctuary.
It is a town of two distinct aspects.
From the station to the church were
hotels and tourist shops and beyond
the church, Old Zermatt consisted
mainly of chalets and multi-
coloured small barns.

We had a meal and then it was time
for another train journey and we
made our way to the Gornergrat
station. The metre-gauge rack
railway was opened in 1898 and is
the second highest railway in Europe
after the Jungfraujoch. We were
soon above the tree line and there
was more than a mile of continuous
snow sheds. The railway is just under
six miles in length and climbs nearly
5,000ft with a maximum gradient of

1 in 5. The two-car units took about
45 minutes to reach the summit.
At over 10,000ft, Gornergrat is the
highest railway station in the open in
Europe and we were told to walk
slowly to get acquainted with the
rarefied atmosphere. There was an
observatory and hotel at the summit
and we had a snack there. There was
also a small church on the summit.

It was possible to travel even higher
on the Gornergrat-Stockhorn
cable-car which at the summit of
Mount Stockhorn would reach a
height of 11,250ft, the highest
altitude of all the suspension
transport in Switzerland. However,
we didn’t have time and made our
descent back down to Zermatt. We
walked back along the streets to the
station and looking in the designer
shops that seemed everywhere, it
was easy to see how the town is
one of the most expensive places in
Europe. A leisurely train trip back to
Interlaken and we were just in time
for our evening meal after a
fantastic day.

Interlaken to 
Zermatt, Switzerland
(including the Glacier Express)

Page 33Wednesday 9th October 2019



Our Man in
Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

I was delighted recently to be invited to officially ‘open’

a new bench and rest stop on the North Downs Way near

to the top of Tolsford Hill.

This project has been led by the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty (AONB) and I was joined for the occasion by its

Chairman Chris Reynolds and their Director Nick Johannsen.

The location chosen is on land owned by the Ministry of Defence

who have supported the project, and we were joined on the day

by Major Rick Beven from the Brigade of Gurkhas stationed at

Shorncliffe Barracks. The site for the bench had also been

prepared and cleared of undergrowth by the Sprucer team from

Folkestone Town Council. This event also coincided with the

‘Landscapes for Life’ week to commemorate the seventieth

anniversary of the passing of the National Parks and Access to

the Countryside Act, which has also been marked by a new poem

‘Fugitives’ written by the Poet Laureate Simon Armitage.

The oak bench itself has been positioned to take best advantage

of the stunning view from the hill looking towards Folkestone

and the Channel beyond. Into the wood there is a highly

appropriate quotation from the famous ‘Sceptred Isle’ speech

given by John of Gaunt in Shakespeare’s play Richard II. This

reads, ‘this blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.’ I’m

sure this excellent project will give much pleasure to walkers

along the North Downs Way, and if you have not yet been up

there I would highly recommend it.

Following this I joined Alastair Upton, the Chief Executive of

Creative Folkestone, to give a tour to senior civil servants from

the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, of the

Creative Quarter, Quarterhouse Theatre and the Harbour Arm. It

is great to see officials from the government taking a direct

interest in the arts led regeneration of Folkestone’s harbour and

old town and to want to come and see the progress that has been

made for themselves. It is the mark of the growing stature of

Folkestone as a centre for the arts that it is included in the

‘National Portfolio’ of organisations funded by the Arts Council.

Later that day, I also met with Pat Alston and her team at Romney

Tweed. This business started with the idea of reconnecting the

Romney breed of sheep that graze on the Marsh to the textile

industry that for centuries thrived there. Romney Tweed has

produced a unique collection of fabric designs, inspired for the

natural colours and landscape of the Marsh. You can find out more

about this, and how to order the material and products made from

it at their website, romneytweed.co.uk . They plan to bring textile

weaving back to Romney Marsh and are also offering courses for

local residents to be introduced to this skill.
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Locals line up for
brewery success
What be�er way to round off another busy summer than with a
delicious pint … or two. And maybe a third. Well, that’s exactly
what around 100 locals did at Romney Marsh Brewery HQ on
Thursday 26th September.
Celebra�ng the
barreling of their
300th batch of
beer, the brewery
threw open its
doors and made
merry! Coowners
and husband and
wife team Ma�
Calais and Cathy
Koester pulled the
pints and the
entertainment was provided by the
East Kent Piping Society.

In just four short years, Romney
Marsh Brewery has established
itself as one of the key players on
the Kent real ale scene. Having won
Kent Beer of the Year twice now for
its Romney Amber Ale, the brewery
now has 6 bo�led beers and a
further 5 cask beers available at any
one �me.

Asked for his feelings about their
success, Ma� told the Looker:
“We’re delighted with how we’ve

grown. It’s a
compe��ve
business and we’re
very lucky that
people are
choosing our ales.
We’re proud of all
our local support
and  looking
around tonight 
it’s great to see so
many familiar faces

back for another pint!”

If you missed out on this event,
you’ll regularly find Romney ales on
draught at the Pilot Inn, the Plough
and the Varne Boat Club, or in
Dymchurch at brand new micropub
the Hidden Treasure. Their bo�les
are available from the Romney,
Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, or
directly from the brewery itself.

The Looker made it along to their
party for a drink, of course and …
hiccup … long may their shuccesss
con�nuuue!
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You will have already discovered the wealth of news and
features we’ve managed to squeeze into this issue reflec�ng
the great variety of life in our district. From our military past
to poli�cians of the future, Issue 234 of Romney Marsh and
Folkestone’s most popular free newspaper covers it all.
The District Council has been busy with one thing and
another – buying a castle, launching its £3m fund for high
street regenera�ons, revitalising a derelict building site and
district council officers have been involved a raid on illegal
cigare�e and tobacco traders. Phew! So that’s what the
Council Tax is for!
On a more local scale, we have an exclusive interview in our
series of regular encounters with the key decisionmakers in
the area, with Cllr. Naomi Slade, the new Deputy Mayor of
Hythe who mixes single motherhood with the pressing
ma�ers of engaging the community and breaking down
poli�cal barriers.
The Bumblebee Conserva�on Trust marks ten years of
progress on the Marsh by repor�ng on significant increases in
popula�ons of some species, but perhaps more importantly,
nearly 1,800 hectares (more than 4,000 acres) of land around
the Marsh is now being managed to help pollina�ng insects. If
anyone is in any doubt about the significance of this work,
without these creatures, we would starve – simples.
And in a connected way, many readers will be aware that the
Li�erpicking Marsh Watch has tapped into the concern for
our environment and keeping it free of the scourge of
unthinking disposal of rubbish in our countryside and
coastline. Around 800 li�erpickers are now regular involved
in organised li�erpicks or monitoring their own patches, and
its totemic figure, Keep Britain Tidy Ambassador, Eric Brown
joins us to write a regular monthly column about the group’s
ac�vi�es and events.
In other related news, the Lydd in Bloomers have once again
done the town proud with an amazingly colourful display of
pots, tubs and beds in what has become a ‘must enter’ annual
compe��on for novice and keen gardeners alike. Well done
to all the fantas�c winners.
History and heritage looms large in this issue, with an
interview with the Chairman of the Shepway HEART Forum,
Roger Joyce who shares his desire to ensure that heritage is a
key part of our tourism offering, while the Shorncliffe Trust
welcomed hundreds during its Heritage Open Days last
month.
It was a pleasure last week to a�end the Caring Altogether on
Romney Marsh (CARM) Annual General Mee�ng last week, a
fine charity which impacts so posi�vely on so many lives in
the area.
As you will have seen on the front cover, we are also pleased
to welcome Tamsin Hendrick to the team, who is going to be
temp�ng poten�al adver�sers to put their hand in their
pocket to support the district’s favourite community news
source. In fact, her hard work is already paying off, as you will
no�ce that we have been able to produce 40 pages in this
issue – meaning that we can bring you more news and views
from the Marsh and beyond.
Happy reading!

David, Andrew and the Looker Team

Welcome to Issue 234!
EDITOR’S WORD

Congratulations to Ron and Beryl Hutchens as they celebrate
their 60th wedding anniversary on the 17th October

As childhood sweethearts they grew up together on the Marsh living first in
Dunes Road before moving to Rolfe Lane where they settled to this day.

With six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren Ron still finds time to race
his pigeons, and Beryl to ring the bells at St Nicholas Church.

lots of love from all the family

Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm, 
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto 
tyre selector and get the best deal on a 

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING
FREE 
BALANCING
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LOCAL FOOTBALL
Croydon 32 Lydd Town
The home side held off a Lydd fight back to
earn the win in this Southern Coun�es
League game and a move into third place in
the table. Croydon scored twice before the break
and added a third shortly into the second half. The
Lydders never gave up though and scored twice including a Tom
Ripley goal in the 68th minute. It was then a tense finish to the game and the
visitors just failed to score an equaliser.

New Romney 10 Halls AFC
A Roy Godden goal just before half�me saw New Romney through to the next
round of the Kent Intermediate Cup.

Lydd Town Reserves 21 Rusthall Reserves
Goals from Niall Gordon and Tom Morgans helped Lydd Reserves to their first
victory of the season in the County League.

Locomo�ve Canterbury 21 New Romney Reserves
Despite a Harry Hodgson goal for New Romney Reserves in the 40th minute,
the home side took all three points in this league match.

AFC Unity Veterans 22 Lydd & Marsh Veterans
A good result for Lydd Veterans in this league game. Jeremy Field and Sco�
Harrison scored their goals.

Lydd Grasshoppers 31 Charing
Lydd Grasshoppers got off the mark earning their first victory of the season
bea�ng Charing 31 at their new Sta�on Road ground in New Romney. First
half strikes from Paul Paddock and Cur�s Banks got the Hoppers off and running
but Charing pulled a goal back before half �me through James Fraser’s free kick
to make the score 21 at the break. Grasshoppers pushed on looking for a third
goal to seal the win in the second half with both Jordan Boorer and Adam
Washford impressing for the hosts. Aurin Johnson grabbed the allimportant
final goal to li� Andy Benne�’s young side three points clear of the bo�om two.

Lydd Town 22 FC Elmstead
The visitors scored a last minute equaliser to earn a draw at Lydd and extend
their lead in the Southern Coun�es League. The Lydders came so close to taking
the game with Declan Wale scoring just before half �me. FC Elmstead equalised
with five minutes to go but Callum Edwards restored the Lydders lead with an
89th minute goal. But Elmstead were not beaten and levelled in the dying
seconds through Luke Markey to stay clear at the top.

New Romney 03 Tudor Sports
A disappoin�ng result for the Marsh side losing at home to a team who are near
the top of the table.

Lordswood Reserves 51 Lydd Town Reserves
Lydd Reserves made an early exit from the Kent Intermediate Cup, losing heavily
to Lordswood Reserves. Shannon Hodgson got the Lydders goal.

Cinque Ports 50 New Romney Reserves
New Romney also suffered a heavy defeat in the Les Leckie Cup.

Marden Minors Veterans 30 New Romney Veterans
The Marsh side lost their first match of the season away to Marden Minors Vets.

Lydd Grasshoppers 60 Ashford Genclik
Jordan Boorer claimed a hattrick as Lydd Grasshoppers recorded back to back
league wins with an empha�c 60 home victory against Ashford Genclik. The
Hoppers opened the scoring in terrible wet and windy condi�ons when Paul
Paddock’s low cross was deflected in for an own goal before Boorer made it 2
0 before the break with his first goal of the morning. Boorer made it 30 on the
hour mark ne�ng at the near post, and the same player then turned provider
se�ng up Ricky Bingham to open his goal account for the season to score the
hosts fourth. Subs�tute Chris Bu�on won a penalty a�er being fouled in the
box se�ng up Boorer to seal his hat trick from the spot while Bu�on hit the
back of the net late on himself to grab the sixth and seal the points.

LOCAL CRICKET
New Romney 77 all out v StoneinOxney 203 all out
StoneinOxney won by 126 runs
New Romney were soundly beaten in this friendly game. The visitors ba�ed first
and made 203 with Shane Lawrence taking 27, Terry Owen 233 and Elliot
Symonds 241.
New Romney could only manage 77 all out a�er 30 overs.

Brookland 1428 v Foxbury Exiles 1433
Foxbury Exiles won by seven wickets
Brookland ba�ed first in this friendly game and finished on 1428. Craig Pierce
top scored with 37 and Sco� Balcomb and Jack Savage each made 21.
Craig Pierce took all three wickets when the visited ba�ed and finished with
figures of 321.

Second round of compe��on
in memory of Ivor’s life

by Andrew South

Following the success of last year’s
event which raised more than £120
for the Kent Air Ambulance and
Lydd Cricket Club, the Banks Sports
& Social Club is to hold another
darts compe��on in memory of the
muchloved Ivor Double.

For 60 years, Ivor had commi�ed his
spare �me to the Cricket Club as a
player, umpire and commi�ee
member, manning the licenced bar
for various func�ons and eventually
holding the posi�on of Chairman of
both the Cricket Club and the Sports
& Social Club.

He was passionate about sport, in
par�cular cricket and his widow Jean

told us last year of his unique ways to
fundraise for the Club.

“He would find whatever excuse he
could think of to fine the players to
raise funds,” she told us. “For
example, if a player forgot to wear his
club �e or if they swore or smoked on
the pitch, they would be landed with
a nominal fine!”

He was obviously a wellrespected
and now muchmissed part of the
spor�ng scene in Lydd, so it is only
fi�ng that the Sports & Social Club
is holding another ‘Double InDouble
Out’ Memorial Darts Compe��on on
Saturday, October 19th.

The cost for entry is £5 for the 501
compe��on of three legs, and then
five legs for the semifinal and final.

There will also be a doubles
compe��on and pairs will be drawn
from a hat at 1pm.

For more details, contact Lawrence
on 07818 272421, or Mick on 07525
644763.

LOOKER SPORT
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Thursday 10th October
Lydd Mee�ng Point, Hardy Hall, 10am

Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am

Pebbles Demen�a Café, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10.30am

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30pm

Friday 11th October
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 11am

St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1pm4pm

Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm4pm

Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm
(710 years)

Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30pm
7.30pm

Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (1115
years)

Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 12th October
Coffee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am

Community Market, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am12noon

Coffee Morning & Book Sale, St. Maryin
theMarsh Church, 10am

Coffee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10.30am12.30pm

Harvest Supper, St. Mary’s Bay Church
Hall, 7pm (01797362273)

Monday 14th October
Cra�ers & Kni�ers, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am

Dymchurch Mee�ng Point, Methodist
Church, 10am

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am

Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm3.45pm

New Romney 65 Club, Presco� House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30pm

Tuesday 15th October
Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10am

Greatstone Mee�ng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am

Lydd Demen�a Café, Methodist Church
Hall, 10am

Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm

Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
5.30pm7pm

Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
6.30pm (16 years plus)

New Romney Cra� Group, Old School,
7pm

Wednesday 16th October
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village
Hall, 9.30am1pm

Romney Marsh Walking Society, M20,
J13 Folkestone, hilly walk, 10am
(3.5 miles)

Purly Girlies for Kni�ers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 2pm4pm

Country Mice Needle Cra� Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Saturday, 19th October
Harvest Market, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10am12noon

‘Last Night of the Proms’, All Saints
Church, Lydd, 7.30pm

NEW ROMNEY DAY
CENTRE, ROLFE LANE
Thursdays: Footcare 9am4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am12noon

Fridays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service 9am
11am; Footcare 9am4pm; Tone Up &
Tighten Up 2.30pm3.30pm

Mondays: Footcare 9am4pm; Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am; One You
Weight Management 1.30pm;
First Monday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am11am

Tuesdays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service
9am11am; NHS Health Walk 10am;
Stop Smoking Clinic 12.30pm4.30pm;
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid
Clinic 9am11am

Wednesdays: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am11.30am; Art Group 11am
12noon; Pilates 4.15pm5.15pm
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Four families were made

homeless and damage was

estimated at £15,000 when a huge

fire broke out in Lydd Road, New

Romney in July 1935. Three

haystacks were also destroyed.

The fire started when sparks from a

small bonfire were blown on to the

rear of the Timber Yard and

Builder’s Yard owned by Alderman

William Ellis of New Romney. The

fire started in the late afternoon and

within a few minutes, the New

Romney Fire Brigade was in

attendance, followed by the Lydd,

Dymchurch, Hythe and Ashford

Brigades. The fire soon spread to the

four cottages in Fairlight Terrace

nearby.

Burning debris from the fire was

blown across the road and set fire to

three haystacks by the West End

Dairy Farm. A number of buildings

on the opposite side of the road in

Spitalfield Terrace had paint

scorched and windows broken by

the heat.

The inhabitants of Fairlight Terrace,

Mr. & Mrs. B. Tilley, Mr. & Mrs.

L. Apps, Mr. & Mrs. F. Bone and

Mr. & Mrs. V. Apps and their

families all escaped without injury

although most of their possessions

were lost.

Smoke was so thick that it was

impossible to see across the road

and the main Folkestone to Hastings

was closed for over five hours. A

line of traffic more than a mile long

was held up and Special Constables

were called out to divert it. About a

dozen helpers and firemen were

slightly injured and Don Ashdown,

an employee at the Timber Yard, fell

through the roof but was not badly

hurt. All those injured were treated

by members of the local St. John

Ambulance Brigade.

The Mayor of New Romney, Major

Teichman-Derville immediately set

up a fund for those who suffered and

the Assembly Rooms were made

available for those who were

homeless. The timber yard was

subsequently rebuilt

and the business carried

on through the war

years and afterwards

until it closed in the

1950s. The Builder’s

Yard then moved to

Church Road, New

Romney for a few

years.

(The group
photograph shows
the Timber Yard and
employees in 1934)

MARSH MEMORIES

Huge fire in New Romney destroys

four cottages and Timber Yard
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FOOD BANKS. The banks on the Marsh
are held in New Romney, in the
Community church, on Tuesdays from
5.307pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on
Fridays, from 6.307.30pm. If you have
problems feeding your family, you can
obtain the necessary vouchers from the
Community church on 01797 366855 or
Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the �me, and
they have a list of immediate necessi�es
including LL milk, �nned cold meat, �nned
meals, �nned tomatoes, shampoo, LL
orange juice, toilet rolls and deodorant.
Small packets of LL milk, sugar or �ns of
beans are welcome, for single people.
Many church have collec�ons points,
especially during harvest fes�val season,
and all �nned and packet food, well in
date, is welcome, but at the moment, they
DO NOT need �nned beans or soup,
teabags, pasta or dried rice.
RIDE AND STRIDE. All churches have
been grateful for the support of their own
people and all those who visited the
churches, during this annual event on
Saturday, September 14th. Some churches
had record numbers of visitors.
CROQUET CLUB. There is an ac�ve
Croquet Club in Ivychurch, looking for new
members. Maybe you have never played
Croquet in your life? It is good social sport
and not too energe�c, so ideal for
something new in later life. They have
three lawns, at Millbank Farm at Ruckinge.
Men and women play on equal terms. If
interested call, Ken on 01797 361052 or
Andrew on 01797 363097.

Brookland, St Augus�ne
Pop up café and Informa�on Hub. The
next visit is on Friday, October 11th from
10amnoon. The recent visits have been
very successful, refreshments and
delicious cake available, come along and
join in a morning of mee�ng friends old
and new. If you need help with transport,
ring Liza on 07771 661871, or Kathy on
07431 737041.
HARVEST SUPPER. This will take place on
Friday, October 18th in Brookland Village
Hall at 7pm. The cost will be £10 and it will
be 2 course hot meal. For �ckets ring
Chris�ne on 07920 484637 or Maureen
on 01797 344628, or put your name on
the list in Church.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP. Sunday, October
27th. 10am. Members of the church will
be taking part in the village cleanup and
all are welcome to come and keep our
lovely village staying lovely. Meet at the
village hall, and equipment and s�cks etc
will be provided.

Burmarsh, All Saints
There will be another working/
inves�ga�ng the churchyard weekend on
Saturday and Sunday, 12th and 13th of
October. The gravestones have all been
noted and recorded, and many interes�ng
plants and items have been unearthed. A
grant has been secured to help with the
prin�ng of a final document wri�ng down

all the inves�ga�ons for posterity.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul
The upcoming “Turn the Tide” Dymchurch
Arts Fes�val on October 19th and 20th is
using the church for some of its events.
These are all free, and are a wide variety,
including music, dance, poetry and other
exhibi�ons. Do pick up a leaflet, and come
along to this vibrant fes�val.
November 1st “Light Party” 57.30pm for
children in the Dymchurch, Scout Hut in
Chapel Road, Dymchurch, TN29 0TD.
Come along and have fun, cra� and eats,
an alternate to Halloween par�es, and
inspired by Scripture Union.
Christmas market in the Village Hall,
Ogarswick Avenue. Saturday, November
9th, from 10am2pm. This is a combined
effort with village and church. Sales and
cra� tables available at £10. All welcome
to come along and buy some early
Christmas gi�s, To book a table, ring Chris
Clark on 07740 395497.

St Monica’s RC Church
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm. Vigil, the
evening before Holy Days of Obliga�on, at
7.30pm.

Greatstone, St Peter
Harvest Market, in aid of church funds, on
Saturday, October 19th from 10amnoon.
Varied stalls, with gi�s, books, bricabrac,
cakes, raffle and tombola. All welcome.
Pebbles Demen�a Café. St Peter’s Hall. On
2nd Thursday of each month a demen�a
café will take place from 10.30amnoon,
so the next one will be on October 10th,
from 10.30midday. Anyone interested
may come along, carers and those with
demen�a and memory problems, or
anyone with queries on the subject. .
Christmas Shoeboxes, Samaritan’s Purse.
The collec�on of shoes boxes full of small
gi�s for children in poorer countries, has
begun. The leaflet envelope, can be
obtained in the church. You can choose
any age and sex of child, and the leaflet
describes the range of things that are
welcome for that age group. These have to
be collected in during the first week of
November, so that they can arrive in �me
for Christmas. For informa�on ring Emma
Jane Ross on 01797 320593 or 07976
481150.

Lydd, All Saints
Food Bank. There is a Lydd food bank with
operates from the Hardy Hall on Fridays,
between, 6.307.30pm. If you are
struggling to feed you family, vouchers can
be obtained from Rev Chris on 01797
320345. See note at top of column for
more details about needs and dona�ons.
COMMUNITY MARKET. Hardy Hall. This
takes place on the 2nd Saturday of each
month, so the next one will be on Saturday,
October 10th, from 10amnoon. A
professional baker a�ends and there is a
wide variety of cra�s, preserves, jewellery,
other baking. Refreshments available.
Concert by locally renowned choir, the

Haywardians on Saturday, October 19th
Last night of the Proms. This is sponsored
by edf energy visitor centre, and �ckets are
£5 each, and can be obtained from Lyons
outfi�er in Lydd, Rolfe’s hardware in New
Romney, Dungeness B visitor centre or on
the door on the night. The proceeds are for
New Romney Counselling services, who
lost local authority funding a few years
ago, but do the most amazing job with
many people every year.
All Souls Day Service on Friday, November
1st at 7pm. A quiet service to remember
our loved ones who have died.
SHOEBOXES FOR SAMARITANS PURSE.
The shoebox collec�on has started, and
the leaflet envelopes are available in
church. See Greatstone entry for full
details, and contacts.

Methodist Church
DEMENTIA CAFÉ. The church hall hosts
this event, on the first and third Tuesdays
of each month, so the next one will be on
October 15th from 10amnoon.
Refreshments, and informa�on and help
available to all involved, both pa�ents and
carers. All warmly welcome, even if you
just want to find out more.
A Toddler group, Li�le Chicks, takes place
in the church hall on Wednesdays in term
�me from 10am –noon. Fully registered
with qualified and police checked staff,
and wide range of age appropriate place
equipment. Just drop in if interested.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul
The Harvest Supper will be on Saturday,
October 12th, at 6.30 for 7pm, and will be
a two course hot meal. £8 per adult, £2 for
children under 13. £15 for two adults.
Bring your own drinks. For queries ring
Diana on 01303 311779.

New Romney, St Nicholas
The next monthly coffee morning is on
Saturday, October 19th, from 10amnoon.
All welcome, live music will be available.
Lots of stalls, books, CDs Dvds. These have
been successful and more helpers would
always be welcome.

Methodist Church
Stevie and David Alderton, will be holding
a giant jigsaw puzzle sale as part of the
weekly coffee morning, on Saturdays,
November 2nd and 16th. All are
guaranteed complete, and have been
completed in the last year. The proceeds
are for Guide Dogs for the Blind.

Romney Marsh Community Church
The church meets for worship every
Sunday morning at 10.30am. The worship
is a mixture of modern and tradi�onal, and
part of the service, youngsters can leave
for specific age related groups. All helpers
are police checked, and well equipped to
serve the needs of the age group
concerned.
FOOD BANK. The church operates a food
bank, on Tuesday evenings from 5.30
7pm. If you, or anyone you know, is in a

crisis, and unable to feed themselves or
their family, vouchers can be obtained
from the local clergy and ministers. See
note at head of column for further detail,
and details for dona�ons, which are always
warmly welcomed.
ALPHA COURSE. Ever had ques�ons
about Chris�anity, but been too shy to
ask? This course could be for you. These
are on Wednesday evenings, from 7pm,
and starts 18th September. Every session
is stand alone, so you can pick up the
course, even if you haven’t been to them
all. They always start with a hot meal,
involve a video, and a free and easy
discussion, where ques�ons and doubts
are welcomed. Ring 01797 366855 for
more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans
Harvest Supper for local churches is on
Friday, October 18th, in Brookland Village
Hall. At 7pm. For details, see Brookland
entry.
Next service on Sunday, October 13th,
9am Holy Communion.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints
Jumble Sale. Saturday, October 19th
10am. Please bring dona�ons to the hall at
8.30am on the day. Contact kate Browne�
for details. (Everyone had heard the old
joke about Jumble sales. “Bring along
those items you no longer need. Why not
bring your husband?)
Monday, October 28th, 2.30pm. Tea and
Bingo in the church hall All welcome.
Friday, November 1st. Patronal fes�val,
Compline at 5pm. Sunday, November 3rd,
Patronal fes�val Sunday. There will be an
extra memorial service at 3pm in the
graveyard followed by tea in the church
hall. This is for anyone, who would like to
remember their loved ones. Tea will be
followed by a short service of compline.

St Mary in the Marsh
The Harvest supper will be on Saturday
October 12 in all Saints Church Hall, at 7
for 7.30pm. Tickets are £12.50 each for a
4 course supper and may be obtained from
Jackie Alston on 01797 362273. The
harvest service is on the following day, at
6.30pm.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP

Wit and Wisdom
Waste not, want not. (It is a researched
fact that the more prosperous people
are, the LESS likely they are to leave food
on their plate in restaurants and cafes!!)

Church Chuckle
A priest in the Catholic church, liked to
feel he was part of his congrega�on’s
life, and o�en used the plural when
talking, eg, “we church youth group” or
“we men’s bible study group” One day
to got carried away, and caused great
amusement when he said “we Catholic
mothers” …
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