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A Lydd resident has undertaken a ten-month battle with the Home
Office for the right to bring his Japanese wife to live in the UK with him.
Daniel Wild of Green Way, Lydd,
married his wife Akiko last January
at a ceremony in Namegawa,
following a two-year courtship. The
couple met when Daniel went on
holiday to Australia, where Akiko

was studying.

“From the moment we met, we had
this special connection,” he told The
Looker. “Leaving her to finish the
university course and fly home was
one of the hardest things I have had

to do, but we promised to keep in
touch, and it was not long before I
was on my way to the airport to visit
Akiko and her family in Japan. Since
then I have visited Japan on four
other occasions, and she has been
over to the UK on a tourist visa.”

Be sure to visit www.thelooker.co.uk for all the latest local news
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Keep track
of time with
The Looker
in 2020
The Looker has teamed up with
Hythe artist Paul Apps to create a
beautiful A4 Calendar for 2020.

All the pictures feature an iconic
image of the district with scenes
from Dungeness to Folkestone
Harbour.

The calendars have been
beautifully produced by Wealden
Printers and printed with a
stunning 300GSM cover, and
available either direct from The
Looker HQ, or from a number of
local distribution points.

Lydd local in heart-
rending battle with
Home Office
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AVAILABLE FROM TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
£17PP FOR 2 COURSES £22PP FOR 3 COURSES

STARTERS

Homemade Rich Tomato & Fresh Basil Soup Served with a Crusty Baguette
 Served with Crostini’s

Brussels Pate Served with Local Chutney and a Toasted Baguette

MAIN COURSE

Roast Turkey or Loin of Pork

Roasted Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Gravy
 Served with a Chive Hollandaise Sauce,

Roasted Potatoes, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Vegetarian Gravy
*Sirloin Steak Served with a Peppercorn Sauce, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Peas and our Rustic Chips

Grilled Plaice & Prawns Served with Hollandaise Sauce, 
Buttered Chive Crushed New Potatoes and Traditional Winter Vegetables

Traditional Winter Vegetables - (Braised Red Cabbage, Honey Glazed Parsnips, Sprouts & Carrots)

DESSERTS

Christmas Pudding Served with a Fresh Brandy Cream
Christmas Mincemeat Cheesecake Served with Whipped Fresh Cream

Raspberry Sorbet Served with a Brandy Snap
Cheddar & Stilton Cheese Board Served with Biscuits and a Local Chutney

*£2.00 supplement
Deposit required for groups of 8 or more

Please feel free to contact us with and queries or any special requests
Email: info@cinqueportsarms.pub  •  Phone: 01797 361894

CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 2019
PRE BOOKING REQUIRED
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When the couple finally married in
January, Daniel travelled to Japan
for a formal ceremony, and also a
more European-style ceremony.

On his return, the problems started
when he applied for a residential
visa from the UK Home Office. The
original form that he submitted was
denied because it was completed
incorrectly.

“I had hoped that they would let me
just re-apply, but the Home Office
said it had to be a brand new
application, which is time-restricted,”
explained Daniel. “So I have had to
go to court to get the verdict
overturned. All this is not only very
expensive, but also very upsetting
for my wife, who’s life has been on
hold for the past ten months.”

Mr Wild has asked local MP,
Damian Collins to help his fight with
the Home office, but is yet to have
a reply from the Member for
Folkestone & Hythe.

Part of the reason why the visa
application was turned down was
because Mr Wild was not have
deemed to have a ‘high enough
income’ at the time.

Immigration rules which require a
Briton to be earning a minimum of
£18,600 a year before they can
bring a non-EU spouse to the UK,
have been upheld in the Supreme
Court. How does this policy affect
families? At the time Mr Wild was
employed as a website
administrator, and his wages fell just
under the cut-off point. However,
since then he has been promoted to
the position of Senior IT Consultant
at Liquid Computing, near
Canterbury. He is also a long-term
volunteer member of Kent Search &
Rescue, who is well-known for
taking part in community events –
as well as saving lives.

Daniel and Akiko are just one
couple out of thousands who are
said to be unable to meet the
minimum income requirement that
came into force in July 2012.

When The Looker contacted the
Home Office for clarification, a
spokesperson explained: “Whilst I
am not prepared to comment on an
individual case, our guidelines state
that under the family migration
policy, only British citizens, foreign
nationals who are deemed to be
‘present and settled’ in the UK, or
those with refugee status can apply
to sponsor their non-European
partner’s visa”.

And whichever of those three
categories they are in, they must
also show they have sufficient
funding. In most cases, this is proof
of an annual salary of £18,600,
held for at least six months prior to
the application. This level rises to
£22,400 for a non-European
partner and child, with an
additional levy of £2,400 for each
additional child. The rule does not
apply to EU citizens.

Those who are granted the “family
of a settled person” visa cannot
usually claim benefits or other
public funds.”

The Home Office introduced the
rules as part of attempts to control
immigration from outside Europe,
with ministers in the coalition
government at the time arguing that
the rules would ensure no incoming
families would burden the UK
taxpayer.

“All we want is to be together,”
Daniel told The Looker. “Akiko has
worked so hard to obtain her
education and speaks English
fluently - we are not looking to be a
burden and claim benefits. When
she has visited, it has become quite
obvious that she could find
employment very quickly, so would
actually soon be paying tax back
into the system - it just seems so
unfair.”

continued from Page 1

“We deliver copies of The
Looker to Paul’s Fine Art studio
in Hythe, and have often
discussed featuring his work
on Christmas cards or a
calendar. When we were
looking for ways to ensure that
The Looker remains free to our
readers we thought this would
be a great idea as well as being
a beautiful keepsake they
make a lovely present every
day of the year.

We will publish a list of

locations where you can buy
copies of this unique calendar
at £10 each in the next issue on
November 6th.

If you would like one posted to
you, please send a cheque

made payable to The Looker
Ltd. for £12.30 - which includes
postage & packing, to:
The Looker, 10 Mulberry Court,
Grand Parade, New Romney,
TN28 8LZ

The calendars will be available
from 6th November.

continued from Page 1
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Romney Marsh
Flower Arrangers
Our last demonstration by Sue Shaw, had very original designs with
unusual containers. She showed us leaf manipulation whilst
entertaining us with her travel stories and plant knowledge. 
A great afternoon!
In November Anne Luckett asks "Are you ready for Christmas?" for
her demonstration. Don't miss it!
Wednesday 13th November at St. Mary's Bay Village Hall, 2 for
2.30pm.Refreshments available. All welcome.

Play equipment
goes up in flames

by Andrew South

The residents of Sandgate are
understandably outraged at the
destruction of play equipment in
Sandgate Park last week.

The play-tower and slide were
destroyed by fire overnight in a
completely senseless act and one
which will have cost implications for
the Parish Council. Whilst the
equipment can be replaced through
an insurance claim, the vandalism
will inevitably affect the premiums
significantly, an additional and
totally unnecessary cost to this small
parish.

It is difficult to comprehend the
motive for such crass and imbecilic
behaviour, which has deprived the
children of Sandgate of fun, and a
means of exercise. The equipment
had given pleasure to countless
youngsters over the last few years,
and has now had to be removed.

Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr.
Robert Bliss was understandably
annoyed about the damage
caused by this mindless stupidity.

“Three youths were witnessed by a
local resident at 5.30 in the morning
setting the equipment alight and the
police are making enquiries,” Cllr.
Bliss told ‘The Looker’. “But we have
had problems at the Park before,
with the portaloos being knocked
over, so we are looking at some
form of security measure to help to
put and end to this behaviour.

“We are looking at the possibility of
introducing CCTV to the High Street
as well, as six cars were broken into
last week.”

The play area equipment does not
come cheap and their destruction
means that money that could be put
to better use for the community will
now have to be spent on increased
insurance premiums and security
measures. It is unlikely the equipment
will be replaced before spring 2020.

Anyone with any information
about this crime – or any others
in the area – should call 101 or
email: csu.shepway@
kent.pnn.police.uk, or drop into
the Folkestone Police Station in
Bouverie Road West.

• Play-tower and slide of the sort
destroyed in Sandgate Park 
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Hays is cleared for Thomas Cook takeover
by Andrew South

Thomas Cook shops in Hythe and
Folkestone are set to reopen a�er
independent company Hays Travel
stepped into rescue the historic,
liquidated travel business. Dozens of
jobs will be saved in the area a�er
Hays pledged to keep the en�re
retail por�olio of 555 shops open,
a�er it signed a deal with the
Official Receiver and Special
Managers from KPMG.

The news comes as the face of Hythe
High Street in par�cular has
undergone some drama�c changes
recently, with the closure of all its
banks, independent shop
‘Tempta�ons’ and The Lashings café.

Hays Travel has already employed
more than 25 per cent of the former
Thomas Cook retail employees and is
proposing to reopen the stores with
immediate effect where possible and
to take on up to 2,500 people. Over
100 new jobs will be based at the
company’s Sunderland headquarters
with the rest in shops across the UK.

Thomas Cook went into compulsory
liquida�on on September 23rd, when
the Official Receiver was appointed

by the court as liquidator. Special
Managers from KPMG were also
appointed by the court to assist the
Official Receiver with the liquida�on.

Hays Travel, by invita�on of the Civil
Avia�on Authority, immediately
responded to support thousands of
customers on holiday or with holidays
booked. They also offered jobs to
over 600 former Thomas Cook
employees, and offered to help all of
the Thomas Cook appren�ces to
complete their training at the Ofsted
accredited Hays Travel Academy.

The deal involves reopening 13 retail
premises in Kent, including those in
Hythe and Folkestone, which will
complement Hays Travel’s own 190
shops across the UK. Hays Travel is a
private company, jointly owned and
managed by John Hays, Managing
Director, and Irene Hays, Chair of the
Hays Travel Group. The company
hopes to take on as many of the
2,500 former Thomas Cook retail
employees as possible in the coming
weeks, doubling its workforce.

“Thomas Cook was a muchloved
brand and a pillar of the UK and the
global travel industry,” Irene Hays told
‘The Looker’. “We will build on the
good things Thomas Cook had – not
least its people – and that will put us
in even be�er stead for the future.

“We all share a passion for the travel
industry, and we want to con�nue to
build the company’s reputa�on for
first class service and being a great
place to work and develop a career.”

John Hays said: “Our staff were
devastated to hear about Thomas
Cook and we all immediately felt we
wanted to help.

“Now that we are able to reopen the
shops, we are looking forward to
welcoming many more people who
share our passion for the travel

industry, into our family business.”

The 40yearold Sunderlandbased
company reached sales of more than
£1bn in 2018 and celebrated by
sharing £1m with its 1900
employees, who each received £100
for every year they’d worked there.
Hays Travel has been included in the
Sunday Times Best 100 Companies
to Work For for several years, and is
currently the Investors in People UK’s
Best Large Company for
Appren�ceships.

• Lights out at Thomas Cook in Hythe, soon to be relit

SANDGATE PAVILIONS
E n c o m b e

36 Bespoke luxur y apartments

0 7 4 9 6   9 0 1 0 1 3

 FOR 
SALE

Show apartment OPEN Thursday -  Monday 10am - 5pm
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Shepherds Huts win 
top Innovation Award

by Andrew South

Romney Marsh Shepherds Huts
has won a major business award –
in only its first year of operation.
The Huts won the Kent Innovation
Award last month from Visit Kent at
the Visit Kent PROFIT Closing and
Autumn Networking Event at the
Best Western Plus Dover Marina
Hotel & Spa.

Romney Marsh Shepherds Huts were
chosen to receive this in recognition
of excellence achieved in the
‘Interreg 2 Seas PROFIT’ project.
Interreg 2 Seas is an EU-supported
cross-border co-operation
programme covering England,
France, the Netherlands and
Belgium, whose overall objective is
to develop an innovative, research-
based, sustainable and inclusive 2
Seas area, where natural resources
are protected and the green
economy is promoted.

“We were thrilled to be presented
with a Kent Innovation Award from
this scheme,” the Shepherds Huts’
Kristina Boulden told ‘The Looker’.
“This is an extremely exciting
accolade to receive, and we would
like to extend our thanks to all who
have supported us to date, in what
has been a brilliant first year and

journey so far … one that is only just
beginning!”

Two mobile Shepherds’ Huts were
installed at Rushfield Farm in
Giggers Green Road, Aldington just
over a year ago, having been
purpose-built by a local craftsman
from Elham Valley Shepherds Huts
using original 1900’s plans. They
include all the modern
conveniences you would expect
including woodburning stove,
shower and toilet, but perhaps most
importantly, there is no Wi-Fi signal
in this rural area, making them ideal
for couples or self-indulgent singles
wanting to get away from it all.

The PROFIT element of this Interreg
2 Seas scheme aims to raise the
profitability of tourism entrepreneurs
in the 2 Seas coastal economies by
developing a strategy for
innovation. By working on cross-
border level, the PROFIT partners
help to deliver framework
conditions to improve innovation
within these businesses.

More information on the huts
including rates & availability may
be found on our Romney Marsh
Shepherds Huts website
www.romneymarshshepherd
huts.co.uk.



District Councillor has collar felt in
XR demonstration

by Andrew South

A Folkestone & Hythe District
Councillor was arrested during
recent Extinction Rebellion (XR)
demonstrations in London, as she
joined thousands in the capital to
highlight the seriousness of the
current global climate crisis.
An overnight stay in the capital may
not be something that most of us
would turn down, but unhappily for
the Green Party councillor, her
overnighter turned out to be at her
Majesty’s pleasure in a Croydon
police cell.
“I joined XR demonstrators in
Whitehall, not far from Downing
Street,” an unabashed Cllr. Treloar told
‘The Looker’. “I was with a large group
of women who sat down in a peaceful
demonstration to raise awareness of
the Government’s slow reaction to the
huge threat from climate change and
environmental damage which people
have perpetrated.
“We sang songs and many of us
were arrested by the police. I spent 17
hours in custody and was released
‘pending investigation’. I may receive
a court summons, but that is for the

independent judiciary to decide.
“Folkestone & District Council has
unanimously voted to recognise the
climate emergency, so I am proud that
I have been able to take part in these
globally important demonstrations,”
said the Green Party’s Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate for
Folkestone & Hythe.
“There is a political reality to
addressing these huge issues, and
then there’s the scientific reality – my
stand with XR is addressing the
scientific reality, which reveals we
need to be taking action a lot quicker
than the government is proposing.”
The headline-grabbing XR
demonstrations have not been
universally well-received with
inevitable disruption to those travelling
to work in the City or trying to go about
their daily business, with protesters
setting out to bring London to a
standstill. Certainly some of the tactics
used seem to have been a little extreme
to make a very important point.
But Cllr. Treloar defends the use of civil
disobedience to bring about change,
saying that “non-violent civil
disobedience is a very effective way
to bring about change in society.”

In terms of such activism however, 36-
year-old Cllr. Treloar is a bit of a
lightweight compared with actress
Jane Fonda, who was hauled away
by police during similar climate
change protests on the steps of the US
Capitol building at the same time. Ms.
Fonda has been making a nuisance
of herself for a variety of causes for
more than 50 years, starting with
protesting against the Vietnam War.
The history of activism has a long
tradition in its calls for change, from the
Suffragettes and civil rights protests to
anti-war demonstrations – Green

Party MP
Caroline
Lucas was
herself arrested whilst opposing
fracking in Boscombe in East Sussex.

Whilst Cllr. Treloar may not be overly
concerned about the fate which may
befall her, the nation waits to see what
punishment will be meted out to the
Prime Minister who has been found
guiIty in the highest Court in the land
of misleading the nation and its
Sovereign. Mmmm, don’t hold
your breath …
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Cllr. Georgina Treloar

• Cllr. Treloar joins the XR choir

DUNGENESS

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ
NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10

FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM

Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

�

�
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by Andrew South

Real estate management
company, Camland Hythe Ltd is
to stage a public exhibi�on of
proposals for Nickolls Quarry in
West Hythe, now more popularly
known and marketed as Martello
Lakes, in two weeks’ �me.

The company which changed its
registered address from Swindon to
Canterbury last month, will be
offering local people the chance to
comment on revised proposals at the
Town Hall in Hythe High Street from
3pm to 7.30pm on Wednesday,
November 6th.

The redevelopment of Nickolls
Quarry was first granted outline
planning permission in 2010 against

a controversial backdrop mainly
concerning flooding, and concerns
from the Ministry of Defenceowned
Hythe Ranges across the road.

However, Barra� Homes has spent
years raising the ground level and the
first homes were occupied three
years ago, in the first phase of the
development which will eventually
accommodate 1,050 homes.

“It is nearly ten years since the
original planning permission was
granted and we are now reviewing
the masterplan for the site, to
consider what changes need to be
made to it,” says Camland Hythe in its
open invita�on to residents.

We hope to be able to provide an
update of the event and the
proposals revealed in our issue dated
November 20th.• Martello Lakes development from the air showing Palmarsh to the le� and Hythe Ranges above (Barra� Homes)

• Entrance to Martello Lakes (Barra� Homes)

Public show of proposals for
Nickolls Quarry

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com
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Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888

Disney �me is on the cards at Visitor Centre
by Andrew South

There is good news if you have been a
collector of the latest card craze that
has gripped the na�on – for one day
only (TODAY!), October 23rd, a supply
of Sainsbury’s Disney Heroes Cards
are available to swap exclusively at the
Romney Marsh Visitor Centre in
Dymchurch Road, half a mile from
New Romney town centre.

“Sainsbury’s in New Romney has
been very generous in making us a
Disney Heroes card swap hub for the
day!” said an understandably excited
Centre Manager, Liz Grant. “So just
drop in and see if we have the cards
you s�ll need to complete your set.”

There are 144 cards to collect
depic�ng some of the finest comic
book heroes ever to grace our
planet  as well as others in
the solar system – from the
imagina�ve studio worlds
of Disney, Pixar, Star Wars
and Marvel. A packet of
four heroes cards came
with every £10 spent in
the supermarket.

The cards were launched
in August, but the
promo�on ended earlier
this month, so this
presents a oneoff
opportunity for
collectors to complete
the set. The theme of the cards was
to ‘unlock the hero in you’, with the
album and cards packed full of facts,
games and challenges encouraging
youngsters to ‘Eat Well’, ‘Get Ac�ve’,
‘Be Smart’, ‘Express Yourself’, ‘Do
Good’ and ‘Team Up’.

“The local Sainsbury’s has actually been
amazing in their support of not only the
Kent Wildlife Trust here at the Centre,
but also other chari�es locally,” said Liz.

“They have been very proac�ve in
coming to us and asking how they can
help, which is brilliant. They even
loaned us one of their instore cleaners
to tackle our windows for us for a day
– I’ve never seen them so clean!”

For reallife heroes, there are new
opportuni�es to put their super
powers to use on a fantas�c range of

new equipment in the outdoor play
area at the Visitor Centre.

This impressive layout of
woodencra�ed
apparatus will provide
endless challenges for
kids and the perfect
space for outdoor
learning. Funded by the
Rural Development
Programme for England
and the Kent Wildlife
Trust, the equipment was
designed by wooden

playground specialists, Handmade
Places..

The outdoor play area is not the only
recent change at the Visitor Centre –
a newlook serverie provides an
extended range of drinks and light
refreshments for the peckish passer
by, who can enjoy a browse through
‘The Looker’ at the same �me!

The new layout con�nues to provide
excellent display space for local

produced products and crea�ve
projects, and provide a genuine hub
for the local community and visitors
to the Marsh alike. For more
informa�on, visit the nature reserves
sec�on of
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk or call
the centre on 01797 369487.

• The impressive new play area at
the Visitor Centre
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Words by Andrew South
Pictures by David Wimble

Exhibitors from all over the country
and beyond, pulled into the sidings
in Folkestone earlier this month, to
display the finest in model railway
layouts, mini-plant machinery and
accessories. This was the 48th
running of the Folkestone, Hythe &
District Model Railway Club
(FH&DMRC) Exhibition, and was
packed with hundreds of eager
modellers. The Looker was there in
force to capture the action at first
hand.

Around 2,000 modellers and
railway enthusiasts visited the Leas
Cliff Hall over the two-day train-fest
to see the creativity and model
paraphernalia on offer from more
than 50 exhibitors. Rod Stewart,
who famously takes his model
railway on tour with him all over the
world, was conspicuously absent,
probably taking a downtown train
somewhere.

He will have missed some stunning
layouts on display, based on real or
imagined places, in a variety of
gauges making the most of the

available space on the balconies, in
the main Hall and downstairs in the
Channel Suite. The Leas Cliff Hall
has been the home of the Exhibition
since 1985, after earlier
incarnations in the 47 years since
October 1972, when it took place
in the Public Library.

“This event is now probably the
biggest of its kind in Kent, if not the
south east,” the FH&DMRC’s
Exhibition Manager, Chris Dorrell
told me. “There’s no doubt that
railway modelling has become
more mainstream with popular TV
programmes like the ‘Great Model
Railway Challenge’ [on Channel 5].

“But technology has played an
important part in making the layouts
more realistic, with digital sound
effects, lights and digital command
control [DCC], and even ‘static’
grass which looks absolutely
convincing!”

This was a whole new world from
the thrill to be experienced when the
light went on a little red ‘OO’
gauge diesel that I grew up with,
and the bulky temperamental
transformer which occasionally
powered the engine around a
figure-of-eight track.

Modern-day sophisticated layouts
can now be operated by mobile
‘phones or iPads, which control speed,
lighting, direction and sound of
multiple locomotives. Points are
negotiated and manoeuvres are
carried out with precision in settings

• John Harmer of the Romney Marsh
Model Engineering Society

The trains now

Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm, 
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto 
tyre selector and get the best deal on a 

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING
FREE 
BALANCING

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS

INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC

Our quality Work is Guaranteed & 
Installed to British & Brett Standard

PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266

Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com

www. .com
NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS



which may have taken years to create.

Bachmann and Hornby are the
main players in the model railway
business which seems to have
moved dramatically with the times.
However, the hobby is not a cheap
one, although there is no doubting
the quality of the train models,
layout scenery and huge range of
accessories. A model Village Pub
from Hornby will set you back
£39.99, and single, native trees
start at £7.50 and a pillar box,
£5.99. Kent Garden Railways from
Orpington was selling a small bag
of ‘Scenic Rust’ for £16.95, and a
new Bachmann Royal Mail
Travelling Post Office costs £64.95.
Model buildings can be bought as
kits, although many prefer to
‘scratch-build’ using their own
materials and ideas. There is a
healthy and growing market for
second-hand equipment, tools and
accessories, however, as a quick
search online will reveal.

But the results are spectacular, and
represent far more than just a piece
of juvenile escapism – they are
genuinely highly creative works
involving attention to detail,
patience, imagination – and a very
steady hand.

Some really do go the extra mile –
or 7mm per foot – in search of
authenticity. The representative from
the South Hailsham Model Railway
Show was proud that his ‘N’ gauge
engines were powered by real
overhead powerlines. “Some

modellers use fine cotton to look like
the overhead cables, but we use
electric wire which is powered by a
generator [housed in the model
power station, naturally],” he
explained. A flick of a little red
switch on the roof of the engine can
pick up power from the track or the
overhead cable.

Providing a little continental flavour
to proceedings was the ‘Distillerie
Jac’ presented by Boulogne-based
Rail Model Club de la Cote
D’Opale. Inspired by the original

circular passenger service around
the perimeter of Paris, it represented
a typically charming French street
scene from the 1960s. And the real
town of Mers les Bains in northern
France was beautifully recreated,
but with a layout based purely on
imagination.

Further down the line was Upper
Oreful Street, with working trams
and road vehicles which included a

day-night 24-hour lighting
sequence inside the buildings and
on the street – in just eight minutes.
There was much to absorb in the
day-long story of a typical post-war
street with many ‘goings on’!

Meanwhile, on the main Hall’s
balcony, our own John Wimble was
with the Romney Marsh Model
Engineering Society, providing rides
on its own miniature railway track –

a small representation of the real
garden railway in New Romney.

There was so much to be impressed
- and entertained - by in the
standard of workmanship and
creativity employed. Extraordinary
level of detail and scale, and faithful
replications of real places far and
wide, as well as equally detailed
layouts of imagined destinations.

There was just time to catch a word
with FH&DMR Club President, Bob
Vickery, one of the original
members going back to the 1950s.
“I was evacuated during the War,
and I always wrote to Father
Christmas asking for a model
railway!” he told me. “There used to
be two types of model railways –
those built by modellers or those on
display in museums, but now the
modellers are producing layouts of
museum standard.

“It may sound funny, but ‘Thomas
the Tank Engine’ has had an effect
on popularising the hobby as well
as the Channel 5 programme, as
we are definitely seeing younger
people at these shows.

“We now have around 50
members, who all contribute various
skills, whether it’s detailed
engineering, building layouts or
painting, everybody just mucks in
on the various layouts we are
working on.”

The FH&DMR Club meets twice a
week on Monday and Wednesday
evenings at the New Broomfield
Hall in Cheriton. E-mail:
secretaryfmrc@yahoo.com for
further information or check:
www.folkestone-mrc.com.

arriving at Leas Cliff Hall ...
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Following an intense promo�on
board weekend held at Longmoor
Training Camp, four cadets from the
Folkestone & Hythe Sea and Royal
Marines Cadets have been
promoted to the secondhighest
cadet ranks.

The promo�ons to Leading Cadet
and Cadet Corporals were achieved
a�er an intense one year training

period which included waterborne
ac�vi�es, drill, weapon handling,
leadership and general cadet
knowledge.

Leading Cadet Callum said “the board
was challenging but worth the hard
work. The effort and mo�va�on the
staff put into delivering our training is
brilliant.” The promo�on for the
cadets will mean that they now have

more responsibility during parade
nights and will begin to deliver
sessions to the younger cadets. They
will also start to focus on achieving
their promo�on to the final cadet
rank.

A�er their success, the Commanding
Officer SubLieutenant Adam Smith
explained that “as Cadet Instructors
we are all unpaid adult volunteers.

Seeing cadets flourish and achieve
their promo�ons is the reason why
we con�nue to do what we do. As a
unit, we are always looking for
volunteers. Whether it’s delivering
cadet training or maintaining the
unit.”

The promo�on courses are designed
to test each cadet, from the minute
they arrive to when they are told the
result, the cadets are under
con�nuous assessment. “The
weekend and planning stages tested
us all in many ways, from self
discipline to planning prac�cal
leadership exercises” con�nued
Leading Cadet Callum, “We all feel
very proud of our achievements and
we hope that we’ve inspired younger
cadets to follow in our footsteps.”

The Folkestone and Hythe Sea and
Royal Marines Cadets recruit children
between the ages of 9 to 18. They
are also ac�vely recrui�ng Adult
Volunteers. If you’re interested,
google “Folkestone Sea Cadets”
where you will find more informa�on
on their website or email them at
contact@tsinvicta.co.uk.

Important promo�ons for cadets

• Le� to Right: Leading Cadet Callum, Cadet Corporal Arthur, Leading Cadet Amy and Cadet Corporal Guillaume
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Hoist the lanyard for more considerate service
by Andrew South

Staff at the largest events venue in
the district are now better prepared
to welcome people who may have

a hidden disability, with the
introduction of a

nationally-recognised
scheme.

The Leas
Cliff Hall launched
the ‘Sunflower Lanyard
Scheme’ earlier this month, to help
indicate to others that the wearer
may need a little more help.
Available from the venue’s Box
Office, the lanyard shows that its
owner may be deaf, living with mild
dementia, some level of autism or
maybe that they need just a little
more time, which may not always be
apparent.

The level of help or consideration
will vary for each person, but staff
are now equipped to take time to
deal with customers in whatever way
is best.

“Here at the Leas Cliff Hall we are
encouraging anyone with a hidden
disability to collect a lanyard from
Box Office and wear them
throughout their visit to the theatre,”

Emma Woodland, Access
Champion for the Ambassador
Theatre Group which manages the
venue told ‘The Looker’.

“Wearing the lanyards allows staff
to be aware of people who may
need or like an extra bit of help and
affords the wearer the reassurance
that our teams are there to help and
support and no explanation is
needed. For example, something as
simple as finding out where the
toilets are for some can be a
daunting ask, but our teams will
know that anyone wearing a

lanyard will be given direction to
both the unisex and disabled toilets
without question.”

The Sunflower Lanyard Scheme was
first launched at Gatwick Airport in
2016. It has now been adopted in
the UK by most of the major airports,
supermarkets and railway
companies, as well as the NHS.
Many more organisations are joining
the scheme every day, and it is also
starting to be known globally. With
this increased awareness, Sunflower
Lanyard wearers benefit more widely
from help being offered to make their

daily living a little easier.

The scheme seems to be a sensible
one for any business or organisation
who deals with customers on a face-
to-face basis: shops, pubs,
restaurants, cafés, cinemas, leisure
centres – the list is endless – but a
small step for these places to take to
make lives easier for those whose
disabilities may not be obvious.

“These are simple changes, but show
that we are here to help and have
an environment that is fully
inclusive,” said Emma. “Although the
scheme hasn’t yet reached all our
Ambassador Theatre Group venues
yet, we hope they will be available
at them all very soon.

“It has been hugely successful in
other establishments, and we look
forward to it benefitting our
customers with invisible disabilities in
Folkestone.”

You can purchase your own lanyard
and other hidden disability
products from:
www.hiddendisabilitiesstore.com/
products-10/products.html.

For more information about how
the scheme works at the Leas Cliff
Hall, please email Emma at:
EmmaWoodland@
theambassadors.com.
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In the hope we receive
a ring … ouzel 
For this month’s column, Jake Jones,
Dungeness Ranger for the Romney
Marsh Countryside Partnership
introduces us to one of our summer
visitors currently passing across our
shores to winter in Africa.

The Romney Marsh is a perfect
stopping place for birds migra�ng this
winter. Its posi�on on the south east
coast makes it the last piece of land
before birds from further north make
their first sea crossing. A familiar
winter bird is the Ring Ouzel and is a
part of the thrush family. It is a similar
size to a black bird and is a summer
migrant. They spend the summer in
northern England and Scotland where
they inhabit open moorland and crags
at high al�tudes. In the UK there are
over 6,000 pairs however their
numbers are in decline. The popula�on
has declined by 43 per cent in the last
40 years.

Not to be confused with the blackbird,
the ring ouzel is slightly smaller and is
longertailed. Par�cularly dis�nc�ve is
the male with his pale wing panels and

black plumage contras�ng with a
white crescent on the upper breast.
The female’s appearance varies from a
very bright breast band to a scarcely
visible one. This o�en depends on the
age as the older female birds tend to
have a brighter and more defined
colour.

They use the Romney Marsh as a final
pit stop in the autumn. They will o�en
be seen on bramble bushes ea�ng
blackberries and on short grass ea�ng
insects. The ring ouzel migrates to its
wintering grounds in the mountains of
Morocco and Tunisia in northwestern
Africa, moving away from its breeding
grounds. Keep an eye out as this �me
of year is very exci�ng for birds
migra�ng and moving territories for
the winter. If you are interested in
conserva�on work and learning more
about our wildlife come along to one
of our guided walks, events or
conserva�on task. Equally if you have
seen something interes�ng please feel
free to share your sigh�ngs by emailing
us on mail@rmcp.co.uk and check out
our latest events on www.rmcp.co.uk.

Countryside
Partnerships’
new programme
of events
The Romney Marsh and White
Cliffs Countryside Partnerships
have just published their
autumn and winter
programme of events up to
the end of March 2020.
It is now available from
churches, libraries, Romney
Marsh Day Centre, RNLI
Lifeboat Sta�ons, RSPB
Dungeness Nature Reserve and
Romney Marsh Visitor Centre,
among other places.

The Looker will be joining them
and encouraging readers to
get outdoors and enjoy our
countryside over the coming
months, whether it is for a
walk, taking part in a
prac�cal conserva�on task
or having some family fun.
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For an application pack  
please contact: The Town Clerk, Town Hall, High Street, New Romney, Kent TN28 8BT  

Phone: 01797 362348 Email: townclerk@newromneytc.co.uk  
Closing date for applications: Fri 22nd Nov 2019  

15 hours per week (plus occasional evenings)                          
Remuneration: National Joint Scale SP07-SP12 Main duties to include: 

Administration and marketing of Town Council premises and open spaces 
and preparation of PR communications  

Min requirements: 5 good GCSEs or equivalent inc. English & Maths and 
ability to demonstrate a high level of spoken and written language; clerical 

experience / computer literacy essential  

Community hub to create legacy for
regeneration with EU money
Folkestone & Hythe District Council has announced that funds are
now available to help create a new community hub in Folkestone
– and organisations are being encouraged to bid for money.

The call for applications is the
fourth phase of the Folkestone
Community Works Scheme –
funded by the European Regional
Development Fund – designed to
help local people access jobs and
support local businesses. The
project nationally is receiving up
to £2.5 million of funding from the
England European Structural and
Investment Funds Growth

Programme 2014-2020 through
the Ministry of Housing,
Communities & Local
Government and the Department
for Work & Pensions.

Projects which would provide a
sustainable and integrated hub for
businesses and residents in the
central, east and harbour areas of
Folkestone are now being sought.

This could include hosting business

services, training sessions, CV-
writing and skills workshops, a
meeting room or hall for hire.

Priority will be given to
applications for projects which
bring empty buildings back into
use, as well as those which can
help businesses and residents in
the area to realise their potential.

Cllr. David Wimble, F&HDC
Cabinet Member for the District
Economy, said: “Folkestone
Community Works has boosted
employment, helped local
businesses grow, and improve
opportunities for local residents
since it launched last year.

“It has allowed enterprises to
expand and create jobs, and also
supported those wanting to find
work. Those who have already
benefited from the scheme include
Docker Fermentation Ltd, HOP
Projects, and Lantern Launderette.

“The establishment of community
hubs will ensure the benefits of this

scheme continue to be felt by
these parts of Folkestone for years
to come, and we’re excited about
receiving sustainable proposals
from local organisations and
businesses.”

The minimum grant is £50,000,
plus £50,000 match-funding by
the applicant. When the match-
funding by grant applicants is
included, the latest phase means
up to £500,000 of investment for
Folkestone.

The deadline for applications is
5pm on Friday 13 December,
2019. Support is available to
those submitting bids for the
funding.

For more information about
how to apply, visit
folkestonecommunityworks.com.
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by Andrew South
An enterprising new venture on the
Marsh has just won a grant for
£9,700 towards its conserva�on
work and natureled educa�on
programme, less than a year a�er it
began. ‘Led by the Wild’, currently
run en�rely by volunteers is based at
White Woods Farm in Giggers
Green Road, Aldington and secured
the grant from the Na�onal Lo�ery
Community Fund.

“We are absolutely delighted to have
been awarded this funding, which will
help us to deliver our conserva�on
plan and extend our volunteer
garden, crea�ng a haven for local
wildlife,” says Dr. Alison Body, one of
Led by the Wild’s inspira�ons. “We
are also planning to run a series of
free conserva�on and natureled
learning days throughout 2020 for
families and local community groups.”

Although only a year old, Led by the
Wild has embraced the increasingly
important impera�ve to get kids out
of doors and engaging with nature
and the countryside, so naturally ‘The
Looker’ wanted to find out more
about this youthful enterprise.

“We are basically four people who
came together passionate about the
outdoors, conserva�on and
encouraging children to connect with
nature,” explains Ali. “However, whilst
we are young as an organisa�on,
we’ve been doing quite well so far  in
the last year more than 160 children
and 120 adults have accessed our
outdoor learning ac�vi�es and
community wellbeing ac�vi�es.”

The project’s Tree Tots parent and
child group, has experienced such a
high demand for places, that it is now
being run on two mornings a week.

Making up the foursome, Ali’s
husband Tom looks a�er the farm,
while Jo Flaifil and Steph McCullough
form the core of the outdoor learning
team. All have impressive
backgrounds in environmental
studies, teaching or facilita�ng well
being programmes.

Ali herself works for the Centre for
Philanthropy, at the University of
Kent. Formerly the Faculty Director
for Early Childhood at Canterbury
Christ Church University, she is an
established academic publishing
research focusing on children, charity
and fundraising, and is due to publish
a book on the subject.

“Although Tom and I were keen to do
this, we couldn’t have done it without
a chance mee�ng in a swimming pool
with Jo and Steph, who were keen to
join us in delivering the teaching
aspect of the project,” says Alison.
“We also have a small team of

dedicated volunteers who are crucial
in helping us with our conserva�on
work and events, such as bat
spo�ng and making hotels for
pollinators, as well as fundraising.”

In the family for many years, Tom and
Ali manage the 30acre Whites
Wood Farm in a bid for self
sufficiency, and their mission has
become very much a labour of love,
embracing tradi�onal rural cra�s and
peasantry farming methods. A former
iron foundry, the land is used as a
small holding growing vegetables,
rearing a small flock of Romney
sheep, raising pigs and employing
two working ponies. 

Partnership and collabora�on are
very much part of Led by the Wild’s
ethos.

“Kent Wildlife Trust helped us with
the development of our conserva�on
plan for the site, and we are also
talking to the Hythe Environmental
Community Group who have already
provided us with some of the fruits of
their gleaning days,” says Alison. “The
Woodland Trust is providing 500
saplings for plan�ng in the spring,
completely free.”

“But as a new Community Interest
Company, we are highly reliant on the
success of bids for funding from
grantgiving bodies, which is why we
are so delighted with the award from
the Na�onal Lo�ery Community
Fund. We are also grateful to
Aldington & Bilsington Parish Council
for their dona�on of £500, and Kent
County Councillor Clair Bell who
awarded us £800 from her Members
Grant, all of which enabled us to

install a new allweather carpark – if
people can’t get here, we can’t do our
work. The Parish Council also gave us
an addi�onal £500 towards our
volunteer community garden.”

Also fundamental to the project’s
progress is the installa�on of a
compos�ng toilet funded by the
Hornbeam Charitable Trust with
support from the Kent Community
Fund.

And in their busy, forma�ve year, Led
by the Wild is already having an
impact in the wider world. Visitors to
this year’s Hythe Vene�an Fete may
remember their entry in the
procession of floats which won the
Flora & Fauna category. Their self
built website has also won an award
for Best Small Woodland Website in
the 2019 Woodland Awards, and a
look at www.ledbythewild.co.uk will
tell you why.

For further informa�on about
volunteer opportuni�es, and details
about their imagina�ve range of
natureled educa�on, you can also e
mail Alison at:
ali@ledbythewild.co.uk.

Sounds like an innova�ve project
making a genuine contribu�on to
educa�on for children and adults in a
natural environment that we’ll be
hearing a lot more of in the future…

• Tree Tots clean up

• Led by the Wild Tree Tots group

• Led by the Wild's Alison Body

• Three li�le piggies

• Where there's a wheelbarrow, there's a way

How to be easily led
in the wild

• Winning float in the Hythe Vene�an Fete
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by Andrew South
We were lucky to catch Cllr. Ray
Field before he departed on the
latest of his overseas trips which
take much of his spare �me,
whether it is for charity fundraising
or factfinding purposes. 

Cllr. Field is the new Deputy Mayor
for Folkestone Town Council, and
also new to the District Council as
Labour representa�ve for the
Folkestone Harbour Ward.

“I love travel, and have travelled the
world on adventure holidays to exo�c
and challenging places such as Mount
Kilimanjaro, the Amazon and Machu
Picchu in Peru,” he tells me. “I tend to
do these trips for local chari�es or
orphanages, although the Kilimanjaro
trek was for Cancer Research.

“Next year, I am planning to tackle
the Mount Everest base camp in
support of the Mayor’s chari�es.”

His first few months as a councillor
must have been something of an
adventure in itself, as the District
Council beds down with its new look
since the May local elec�ons. But this
is a challenge which he was well
prepared for, if not des�ned – he has
been heavily involved with Unite the
Union, Britain’s largest Trades Union,
for many years, and feels that local
poli�cs was his next logical step.

“I was a union official for Unite, having
been a train driver for Eurotunnel for
18 years, so I was well versed in
campaigning and public speaking, and
represented the Union both na�onally
and interna�onally. It was a natural
progression to enter local poli�cs, and
although I stood unsuccessfully in the
2015 local elec�ons, I am delighted to
have made it this year.
“There is a clear difference between
the two roles on the Town and
District Councils, however. The
Harbour Ward has had its issues, but
there is great work being done there
with the Harbour Arm and
regenera�on of Ton�ne Street. At a
town level, I am working closely with
local bodies including the police to
make things be�er – elimina�ng
graffi� and making the roads cleaner
 but the District Council operates on
a wider scale, of course.”
He has a seat on the newlyformed
O�erpool Working Group which has
been established to monitor delivery
of the project, keep the full Council
informed and ensure that the project
has high quality outcomes.
“I am sure it will go ahead,” says Cllr.
Field confidently. “I have been on
study tours and a�ended induc�ons
to find out what works and what
doesn’t work in other places. Social
housing at O�erpool will be in the
form of Council houses, which
people will be familiar with, and a fine
example of which won a major
industry design award last week.
“The problem elsewhere has been
that councils have not been in control
of development projects, but here
the Council is in full control of the
scheme, so we can govern how it
develops and evolves.”

Princes Parade presents a different
issue for the Councillor.
“I think we could do much more
here,” he says. “The logical place for a
new pool is the site which is already
allocated for it at Martello Lakes [the
former Nickolls Quarry site], and I
think that is the view of most of the
residents as well.
“I’d like to see something along the
lines of what has been done at
Samphire Hoe [near Dover], but
perhaps blocking if off in the middle
and having a café and hotel.”
With the proposed development the
subject of a Judicial Review, it may be
a while before future of Princes
Parade becomes clear.
Cllr. Field also has a seat on the Audit
& Governance Commi�ee.
“I feel my transferrable skills from my
experience as a Union official come
across, especially where you need to
nego�ate and work out a
compromise. I get on with the job
straightaway and have been able to
achieve far more and sorted out
issues. You can only achieve things by
working together – although we
don’t always agree!
“We have had extensive training in
council work – it is a bit like being a
postman in that you are delivering
bits of work to different goals. Open
communica�on is a challenge for the
future.”
Another challenge for the Council is
the regenera�on of the Folkestone
town centre as a result of a £2.2m
financial boost, par�cularly in the

light of the impending closure of
Debenhams.

“It is a large tranche of money which
needs to be invested properly,” he
says. “I like the idea of something
along the lines of St. Pancras in
London, where there are businesses,
restaurants, cafés and flats, which
looks like something you would find
on the con�nent – but we can do it
here! We need more colour and
vibrancy about the place which they
have achieved in Sandgate to some
degree.”

Back on the Town Council, he has
struck up a good working partnership
with Folkestone’s Mayor, Cllr, Jackie
Meade.

“We really do an awful lot!” he says of
the amount of invita�ons the Council
receives to events, dinners and
openings. “As Jackie works, she tends
to do the evening and weekend
events, while I do the weekday ones,
but there are occasions when we
both go together. However, every
event we a�end must have a benefit
for the town or district.”

The day a�er he spoke to ‘The
Looker’, Cllr. Field was depar�ng for
Croa�a and Bosnia, as a guest of
Trades Unions there for a factfinding
mission to places such as Sarajevo,
a�ending civic func�ons and visi�ng
sites like Sniper Alley.

We hope that what he learned from
these previously wartorn lands this
week will not necessarily come into
play during his tenure as a local
councillor, at least not for a while yet …

• Deputy Mayor of Folkestone and
District Councillor, Ray Field

• Cllr. Field is on board two local
councils

Branching out in new poli�cal Field

• Cllr. Field and Folkestone Mayor Jackie Meade at this year's 
Royal Gurkha Regiment 25th birthday celebra�ons

• The way to go for Cllr. Field in 2020 • Cllr. Ray Field on top of the world
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Volunteers sought for landing 
of Belgian refugees

by Andrew South

A Folkestone-based performance
photographer is offering people
the chance to play their part in an
historic re-creation of one of the
most iconic paintings in the town’s
coastal history.

From August 1914, around 100,000
Belgians fled the advancing German
Army of Kaiser Wilhelm II at the start
of World War I, and arrived at
Folkestone Harbour. More than
16,000 arrived on just one day in
October of that year…

After a national appeal, the town was
galvanised to help the new arrivals
and welcomed them with such
kindness that King Albert of Belgium
said: “Folkestone has earned the
admiration not only of the Belgians,
but also of the whole world - yes, the
whole civilised world knows how the
town of Folkestone had received them
with such cordiality which would
never be forgotten”. Oh, how times
have changed…

Many of the refugees settled and
made new lives for themselves, but the
arrival of one of the Belgian boats

was captured by Italian artist, Fredo
Franzoni - who himself came to
Folkestone as a refugee in a boat from
Belgium – in a painting entitled ‘The
Landing of the Belgian Refugees’,
which was gifted to the town in 1916.

And now, renowned local
photographer Manuel Vason is
planning to re-imagine the picture in
2019 and is inviting the community to
come and take part in the project.
Those interested should arrive by 1pm
this Sunday (27th) at the Old Ferry
Landing Point on Folkestone Harbour
Arm, for a photograph to be taken at
1.30pm. Soup and hot drinks will be
available on the day, just as they were
105 years ago.

“This is very symbolic, and this is the
right time to bring this image to life with
a new aesthetic,” the enthusiastic
Manuel told me. “We see Europe
nearly every day across The Channel,
and Folkestone Harbour has a place in
history for the traffic it has welcomed.

“A hundred years later, I believe
Folkestone is still welcoming, but there is
a policy of creating fear and a
potentially catastrophic situation which
has given rise to the populist message.

Some very raw language is being used.

“It is important to use this moment to
come together to try to resolve this
mess with a physical gesture. This
painting is an archive of its time, a
memory that is important to discuss.”

The refugee committee depicted in the
picture was headed by Folkestone’s
Mayor, Alderman Stephen Penfold,
who was later knighted for his sterling
service to the town and the war effort.
The great and the good of the town
are shown, but there were suffragettes
and many other helpers on hand to

take care of the refugees, many of
whom were terrified and arrived with
few possessions except what they
were wearing.

This event has been put together with
the collaboration of Folkestone Fringe,
arts and refugee network Platforma,
and Kent Refugee Action Network.

If you’d like to play your part in this
piece of Folkestone heritage, you
can find more details at:
www.folkestonefringe.com/events/
the-landing-of-the-belgian-
refugees, or just turn up on the day.

•The Landing of the Belgian Refugees' by Fredo Franzoni, 1914
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by Andrew South

During a weekend which provided
some hope that common sense will
prevail, the Turn The Tide Festival
provided a perfect metaphor for a
better way forward.

So we came in our hundreds to lap
up a whole weekend of free
entertainment and convivial jollity in
the last major event on the Marsh
this year, before Christmas.

Now established as an annual
event, the Turn The Tide Festival
provides opportunities for the
community and its visitors to join in a
wide range of activities, or just sit
back and be eclectically
entertained. Each year is a learning
experience for organisers Corinne
Crawford and Tim Shephard, which
is perhaps appropriate given their
daytime jobs as teachers.

The event kicked off as only it should
do in the heat of Extinction Rebellion
demonstrations with a presentation
about what is happening to our
environment and how it could affect
us in Romney Marsh. Alan from XR
grew up in Dymchurch and drew on
an immense amount of factual
information from the International
Panel on Climate Change, British
Antartic Survey and scientific
research which has been able to
track global temperatures going
back 800,000 years. Much for the
powers that be to consider and a
genuine challenge for the newly

agreed response to the global
climate change by the District
Council.

Following naturally was a workshop
on the power of persuasive speeches
as trialled by the likes of the Romans
and Ancient Greeks, who appealed
for the lending of ears. Teacher Tim
Shephard led teams through a
challenge to the audience to be
persuaded that the earth is flat, cats
are better than dogs and that the
Otterpool project is a waste of time.
Surprisingly, no team came up with
the suggestion that Brexit has any
benefit for anyone …

But such high-brow debate could
not be left hanging, so it was to the
City of London pub that discussions
were mellowed by the Swervy
sounds of jazz and swing which put
us in the mood for the fun and
games to come over the weekend.
Toes were tapped as was the
excellent ale from our own Romney
Marsh Brewery.

Saturday dawned with the calming
influence of Anna Dashwood from
the Phoenix Feather School and then
it was only natural that given the
theme of the weekend, the Mod Roc
Sculpture Workshop would help us
to create our own beautiful giant
dragonfly.

Doug Fuller and Ian Moore were on
target once again to cast for The
Archers – what fun! And blowing
his own dijeridoo was Sandy
Lawson followed by a maverick
performance by Jason of name
and nature, with a completely
outrageously act which he took
out to the street.

Those who remember 2018’s
performance by the Betty
Townsend dancers will not have
been surprised by the innovative
story of the demise of a fly in the
awful web of spiders. We cheered
inside when the fly escaped but
were emotionally crushed when
she was ensnared again and
devoured. Another lesson from our

teachers that this (anag.) happens in
the natural world.

And with the Village Hall still packed,
swing-master-in-general, Andrew
Hall led dozens of willing pairs
through the basics of making your
body move to music in some sort of
coherent fashion. Glee at the
mastering of the art does not cover it!

With appetites now whetted for the
newly-discovered moves to be put
into practice, a retro community
buffet was provided with salivating
choices from the past such as vol-au-

vents, cucumber sandwiches and
pork pies. But not to be trifled with,
the suitably-clad-of-the-time
audience was baying for more
action, and who better to provide it
than The Jive Aces who lived up to
their name with a crème brulee of
rock ‘n’ rolling, jitterbugging and
jiving numbers which had the dance
floor heaving under bodies flinging
themselves around like washing on a
spin-cycle. And the saxophonist with
the finest pair of lungs you can
imagine deserves a special
mention …

No less energetic was the band
Dende over at the Ocean Inn with
their rich mix of calypso and Latin
vibes. The people of Dymchurch will
have done their bit to pay off the
nation’s obesity debt as Dende’s
own racket was reportedly heard far
and wide …

But here we are on a sunny Sunday
morning and loads

•Busking it in the vestibule

A weekend when the Tide Turned

•Jiving practice

•Ogres in Dymchurch
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But here we are on a sunny Sunday
morning and loads

•Going potty in the Village Hall
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more to play for. If you needed a
lesson in pottery and secret

imaginings of the
scene from ‘Ghost’
then this was the

place

for you. TTT never stops engineering
new experiences and so the
Teardrop Circus took the players to
new heights, with spellbinding
trapezing, hooping and ribboning.
But it was all too much to take in as
the Yo! Street Zone took half of the

Village Hall stage in a display of
footballing skills. Yo! Is the

word…

The
pared-

down
Dymchurch

assemblage
of the Marsh

Choirs
delivered, and

then some… Flock
Boss Carly Bryant -

fresh from her
headlining

performance with her
part-time rock ‘n’ funk

project ‘Freakpower’ in
Prague - announced the

launch of a seventh Marsh
Choir, “the seven wonders of

the Marsh”, in Rye, completing a set
of folk who have drawn immense
succour from the power of song.
Anyone who has been in contact
with Flock Boss, Ms. Bryant will want
to bottle her enthusiasm, passion
and just plain kick-ass good-ness.

So it was a quick scene-shift to the
Ship Inn across the road from St
Peter & St Paul Church, where the
Oyster Opera singers put in an
impromptu performance among the
post-choir crowd. But for your poor
run-off-his-feet rapporteur it was
impossible to capture everything of
this hugely ambitiously project.

Whilst the partnership of Tim
Shephard and Corinne Crawford
are the powerful head of the TTT
project, it would wobble if it weren’t
for the support of a strong pair of
shoulders (Caz et al, you know who
you are), and then a body of
supporters and volunteers who
made the whole thing happen.

Alice, a professional website
designer bashfully told me about
her role in the production of the
printed programme and she was
only one of a whole formidable
team of folk who Tim and Corinne
have galvanised to make this event
one of the most extraordinary events
in British history.

As ever, the TTT story is about
people – generous of time, and with
a passion for community

engagement. Forget your mobiles
and your iPads, this is all about
people enjoying being human and
connecting with themselves.

Meanwhile back at St. Peter & St.
Paul Church the assertive, protesty
lyrics hit us courtesy of Estelle Mey –
ethereal tones echoing highly
amongst the beautiful rafters. In
keeping with the international feel of
the event, Francophilic lyrics gave
way to the throb of African roots
reggae and jumbily thumps.

So where does TTT go from here?
A brilliant amalgamation of arts,
wacky performers, creativity, sing-
songing along for the community.

The concept of TTT has genuinely
grabbed the imagination of
Dymchurch and the Marsh – but it
couldn’t happen without the
community being involved. There
needs to be a slap on the wrist for
beaurocrats at the County Council
who tried to impose rules about
promotion of the event – but yet
again the community pitched in to
show support for a unique event.

‘The Looker’ is proud to support this
fantastic project and only too pleased
that we can bring you words which
will fail in their justice of portraying
TTT – so it was great is as far as this
limited journalist can convey – so let’s
just clarify and shout it out loud the
TURN THE TIDE FESTIVAL IN
DYMCHURCH was great!

•Jive Aces

•The retro buffet

– in more ways than one…

•Anywhere will do for the Oyster Opera
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TeTT ardrop Circus took the players to
new heights, with spellbinding
trapezing, hooping and ribboning.
But it was all too much to take in as
the YoYY ! Street Zone took half of the

Village Hall stage in a display of
footballing skills. YoYY ! Is the
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Historic site in need of a lift
by Andrew South

The historic Leas Cliff lift in Folkestone
has been added to a list of sites most
at risk of being lost forever as a result
of neglect, decay or inappropriate
development.
The annual Heritage at Risk Register for
2019 was published last week by Historic
England, the public body responsible for
preserving England’s spectacular historic
environment, and the famous lift is one
of 247 sites which have been added to
the Register this year.
The Grade II Lift is a very rare cliff

funicular railway built in 1885 to transport
people between The Leas promenade and
the beach and seafront. It is one of only
three remaining water-balanced lifts in
the UK, but closed in January 2017 due to
safety issues with the braking system.
Since then, the buildings, tracks and
machinery have degraded further.
The Folkestone Leas Lift Company
Community Interest Company was
formed in September 2017 with the aim
of bringing the Lift back into use, with a
sustainable and long-term future. The CIC
aims to fund some of this work with a
grant from the National Lottery Heritage

Fund and is in the early stages of
planning a bid but hope that if
successful, the Lift will re-open by 2023. 
The Leas Lift Company welcomed the site’s
addition to the Register as it views it as
positive that this important historic building
in Folkestone merits this classification.
“We are working to raise the finance
needed and secure the future of the Leas
Lift,” said Cathy Beare, Chair of the CIC, “and
believe this will benefit such an important
part of Folkestone’s history in the long
term. We look forward to the day when we
can apply to have the Leas Lift removed
from the register once its future is secured.”

Being recognised by Historic England also
assures people that any public funding
goes to the most urgent and neediest
cases with over two-thirds of England’s
historic sites on the 1998 Register having
since had their futures secured. 

Historic England is working closely with
the Company as it develops a proposal to
secure the long-term future of the
building and water-balanced lift.

• Leas Cliff Lift (Historic England)
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hARTists out in force
for annual show of
brilliance

by Andrew South

“This is the biggest and best
exhibition of professional artwork
ever put on in the town,” Hythe
artist Nikki Griffith proclaimed at
the Sixth Annual Exhibition of
hART group members at the Tin
Tabernacle last week – and the
couple of hundred who attended
the preview evening would have
been hard-pressed to deny it.
Such was the range of artistry on show,
the Tin Tabernacle pulsated with
artwork, ceramics, photography,
jewellery and creativity revealed in
fine form. What made this run-out for
the dedicated members of hART was
that there was something for everyone
– framed images in acrylic, oils, water-
colour and mixed media adorned the
displays, while Emma Keating’s
intricate, eye-catching jewellery and
Penny Graham’s delicate, hand-made
pots provided 3D perspective.

The seven stalwart hART group
members had invited a record number
of guest artists which will have had
much to do with the wide range of
styles on show.

“I get a real buzz from seeing the level
of creativity on display here,” said Evan
Moore of ‘Monty & Me’, who would be
taking his vibrant, acrylic south-coast
inspired scenes to an exhibition in
Whitstable after Hythe.

Indeed there was a genuine buzz of
appreciation throughout the former
chapel as I managed to talk to the
group member, David Jackson.

“The group started seven years ago –
this is my third or fourth year and I’m
now chairing it!” he explained. “It is all
about talented and creative people in
Hythe and Romney Marsh. There was
no real focus in Hythe, so we wanted
to create a collective of professional
artists in the area.

“For people to see our work in its best
light, you have to create the right
environment – that is the main point
of the group. We wanted to make it
coherent – a place where acrylics,
water-colours, charcoal and all the
media of different sizes can be seen.”

And of course the Tin Tabernacle is the
right medium for conveying the wide
variety of styles and skills at this
annual event.

Each of the artists has their own story
to tell and could fill several pages of
this august publication to explain their
inspiration and passion. For example,
Hayley Restall is a mixed media artist
using collages, acrylics and odd
splashes of paint to create quirky,
simplistic images.

“I don’t know why, but I’m currently
being inspired by the idea of
shadows,” she told me, “whether they
are real shadows or shadows of the
past, I don’t know but it’s something
that really interests me at the
moment!” Watch this space, or

perhaps the one behind you…

Emma Keating’s story an intriguing
one. The very short version is that she
has been a helicopter design engineer
by trade, spent 12 years working in
Brussels and played for the Belgian
rugby team…

“I’d always had a love of animals and
art – and in particular ladies jewellery,
especially that designed by Lexi Dick.
But I lost my collection of Lexi’s
jewellery in a robbery five years ago,
but she offered to show me how to
how to model in wax – and therefore
how to make my own animal themed
jewellery.

You don’t have to be an expert in
jewellery – as I can attest – to
appreciate the extraordinary detail
and workmanship involved in the
Emma’s menagerie of animal-
influenced silver pieces.

“I sent a silver stag beetle to Sir David
Attenborough, who wrote a letter of
appreciation the next day – wonderful
man!” she confirmed.

On a rainy weekend, Hythe was
brightened by the awe-inspiring
nature of skills and imagination in our
Romney Marsh midst.

“And yes, we’ll be back at the same
time next year!” concluded Nikki
Griffith after a weekend when
hundreds poured in to admire the
creative talent in Hythe and the
surrounding area – as well as pick
their own special and original piece
of work.

You can find out all about Hythe’s
professional art group, and their guest
exhibitors at the Tin Tabernacle by
taking a look at: www.hartists.co.uk,
or by e-mailing: hart-
artgroup@gmail.com. 

• Stunning stag beetles, Emma Keating

• Evan Moore, Monty & Me

• Hayley Restall

• Nikki Griffith

• The 6th Annual hART Exhibition

• David Thompson's Princes Parade



Wednesday 23rd October 2019Page 24

by Andrew South

The whereabouts of the old port of
Romney has become something of a
holy grail mission for local
archaeologists, so it was a search ripe
for inclusion within the heritage remit
of the Fifth Continent Project’s plans.
Naturally, The Looker is keen to follow
this search, so I dropped in to FCP HQ
at the Romney Marsh Visitor Centre to
find out what they have found so far…

“What we’re looking for is evidence of
the Saxon port of Romney, as we are
fairly certain that there was a medieval
port here,” explained Heritage Project
Officer, Lucie Bolton. “We are about a
year into this project, and we have a
team of 20 to 30 volunteers, some of
whom we took to Maidstone to see the
archives there and then they undertook
their own research into the story.”

An account from ‘The History and
Topographical Survey of the County of
Kent: Volume 8’ by W. Bristow in 1799
records the naissance of New Romney
in beautifully archaic language, in
possibly the longest sentence in
history. The spelling is the original
text, not The Looker’s!:

“THE TOWN of New Romney is
supposed to owe its origin to the
decay of the antient port and haven of
Old Romney, which being rendered
useless by the withdrawing of the sea
from it, that of New Romney became
frequented in its stead, and being
esteemed a large and commodious
harbour for shipping, and the town
adjoining to it increasing to a
considerable size, and being well filled
with inhabitants, it gained the
privilege of being one of the cinque
ports, and had annexed as members

to it Lid, Old Romney, Dengemarsh,
and Oswardestone, and that part of
the parish of Promhill within this
county, with which jointly it was bound
to provide five ships, with twenty one
men and one boy to each of them.”

Brilliant stuff.

With the theory and research under
their belts, it was time for the
volunteer team to put what they had
learned into practice.

“We have carried out the first of two
field-walking weekends at a location in
Old Romney where the farmer had
given us permission to look at a field
when there was no farming activity. I
think we can say that this initial
ground-level research was very
successful.”

The process involves dividing the area
of 120m by 210m into 28 grids – four
grids by seven, calculated with low-
tech tape measures – and simply
looking closely at everything on the
surface. The result was an impressive
haul of samples of bits of pottery,
shaped stone for tools, some animal
bones and a selection of shells,
especially oysters, which were
common currency for farm-workers at
the time.

“From these items, we were looking for
evidence of habitation, trade and
transport in the area,” says Lucie. “Our
initial feeling is that these items could
be early medieval, if not Saxon, but
they will need further investigation to
assess their origin.”

The Anglo-Saxon period lasted for
around 600 years from the time of the
departure of the Romans to the arrival
of William the Conqueror from

Normandy. An apocryphal story goes
that William the Conqueror originally
tried to land at the Romney port, but
was repelled by the people with the loss
of some of his men, and landed further
west to defeat Harold near Hastings. But
so riled was he that he returned to
Romney to sack the town in a revengeful
sort of way – or so legend has it…

To help with the discoveries, modern
technology plays its part with the help
of local detectorists and in particular a
magnetometer, which signals areas
where there may be building
foundations or other features hidden
underground.

“Magnetometry is a type of
geophysical survey which is used to
look for changes in the magnetic field
of the area surveyed.,” says Lucie.
“Initial results suggest that there
appear to be some interesting features
to the north of the area we surveyed,
along with some in-filled ditches to
the south.”

The next stage will be to survey some
other areas nearby and then decide
which ones might be worth excavating
for furthering knowledge of the
whereabouts of the original port, but
all this has to be carefully planned.

“We have found that landowners have
been really supportive of the project,
but we have to plan our work around
their annual crop cycle,” explains Lucie,
“There are a number of metal
detectorists on the Marsh and we have
found that the local landowners are
particularly good at ensuring the
detectorists are insured and adhere to
the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS).”

The PAS is run by the British Museum

The hunt for the old Romney port

• Kent Historic Environment Record map shows the proliferation of flagged findings
around Old Romney
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to encourage the recording of
archaeological objects found by
members of the public, as thousands
of items are not only discovered by
archaeologists, but also by people in
the gardens, out walking or doing their
daily work.

“We believe that there is a problem of
under-reporting of finds nationwide,”
she says, “so it is important for metal
detectorists and archaeologists to
work together to improve our
knowledge of these discoveries.”

The findings from excavated sites are
fed into the Kent Historic Environment
Record (HER) run by the County
Council and which contains
information about 40,000
archaeological discoveries and 18,000
listed buildings, landscapes,
excavations and library sources, dating
back to c.450,000 BCE. The HER also
contains more than 6,500
archaeological reports as well as aerial
photographs and maps – it’s an
absolute playground for anyone
interested in local history.

As part of the Fifth Continent team’s

mission to restore, rediscover and
reclaim Romney Marsh, this element of
the project is playing a major role of
the rediscovery of a unique part of the
area’s history, which could reveal so
much about trade and the lives of
people over a thousand years ago.

“We may not solve the mystery of the
location of the port in the lifetime of
the Fifth Continent Project [until June
2021],” said Lucie, “but we hope that
we can leave a legacy of archaeology
with a team who can continue the
work in the future.

“We have a number of survey
weekends planned, and excavation
could take place next year, but I really
would love to leave this project in
good hands,” concludes Lucie.

There is still plenty of opportunity to
be involved with all aspects of this
exciting project, and not just
excavation, but also in the identifying
and recording of the items already
found. For further information, check
the website: www.fifthcontinent.org.uk
or e-mail Lucie at:
lucie.bolton@kentwildlife.org.uk.

• The magnetometry image suggests
something of potential interest

at the top, and curved shapes
further south

• The magnetometer is put through its paces in the field

Budgeting Tips

or “making your pennies work harder”
The local food bank warehouse in Hythe is struggling to keep up with
demand, although churches and schools have been generous with the
Harvest Festivals in donating suitable items. The people who need the food
bank must be the tip of the Iceberg, with many others, struggling to make
ends meet, stretching their money until the next pay day.

Wise budgeting, often starts in your head, rather than your purse. The first
thing is to have self- confidence- to believe in yourself. In Shakespeare’s
play, Hamlet, a wise chap, Polonius, tells the younger generation, “to thine
own self be true, then thou canst not be false to any man” In modern
language, it means, be honest and truthful with yourself, and you won’t get
into pretence or trying to keep up a false image to the world. You are unique
and special, with your own strengths and weakness- learn to love yourself
as you are. Be “happy in your own skin”

The point of this is to make you strong enough to resist being a slave to
advertising, fashion and the image industry. 98% of national advertising
science is junk science, and 100% of advertising exists to part you from your
hard earned money. Local advertising does tend to be more wholesome,
informing us about local products and services. We live in such a “choice”
ridden society, that FOMO, “fear of missing out” is making us all unhappy.
Research has shown that more than 6 choices make us more unhappy and
confused, not more contended. If you have a favourite brand of shampoo,
or lipstick, or beans, stick with it, you are NOT missing out!

More next time.
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Hythe aims to regain Trust from our wildlife
by Andrew South 

The great and the good of Kent’s
Mayoral community gathered in
Hythe last week to mark the launch
of the Hythe Wildlife Trust, a town
council-led initiative which aims to
halt the decline in the health of our
natural world and combat climate
change.

Held at the home of Lady Mayoress,
Alison Chapman, in Hythe, the event
was musically accompanied by the
Shepway U3A Swing Band, a tight-
knit group of highly skilled musicians
over the age of ‘about 40’ who
entertained with favourite and
familiar swing and jazz numbers. 

We’re not sure what the collective
noun for a group of mayors is, but on
this occasion, it was a choir of
mayors as they burst beautifully into
song to a couple of old favourites,
including a diamond ‘Sweet
Caroline’.

But the important business of the day
was led by the Mayor of Hythe, Cllr.
Doug Wade who spoke
passionately about the need for
action to help our natural
environment.

“We have some lovely, wild places
here, but our wildlife is suffering,” he

said. “The ‘2019 State of Nature
Report’ published this week shows
that we have lost 60 per cent of our
wildlife since the 1970s. It’s not just
the well-known areas that we are
affecting like the Amazon, it is
happening right here in our own
country.”

Indeed, the Report produced by a
group of 50 conservation
organisations paints a bleak picture
of how human activity is affecting our
natural capital. It found that of the
8,431 species that have been
assessed, and for which sufficient
data were available, 1,188 (15 per
cent) are currently threatened with
extinction from Great Britain, and
two per cent are already extinct.

The UK Government’s own
assessment indicates that, although
progress has been made, the UK will
not meet most of the global 2020
targets it committed to through the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

“We are going to run this along the

lines of the Kent Wildlife Trust with the
aim of reversing the decline of
wildlife in the area,” Cllr. Wade told
me at the event. “We have had a lot
of help from Dr. Nikki Gammans of
the Bumblebee Conservation Trust
who has advised us about all aspects
of conservation.”

In particular, Dr. Gammans has been
instrumental in establishing
spectacular areas of wildflowers for
pollinating insects on Hythe Green
and at Eaton’s Land.

“Another area we are looking at is
the playing fields on South Road,
which is the site of the original
harbour in Hythe and consequently
the fields are sitting on a shingle
base, which is ideal for wildflowers
which need impoverished soil.

“It is important for us to create
wildlife corridors between our green
spaces, so that wildlife can populate
new areas. I’m interested in what
they have done from scratch with
Samphire Hoe, where they looked at

the native plants which were
growing in existing verges nearby
and used them to introduce them to
Samphire. The land there also
benefits from grazing, but you need
the expertise to provide the advice
which is what we have sought.”

The Mayor is keen to emphasise that
this is not a separate part of the
Council’s agenda – it is very much at
the heart of everything the Town
Council is trying to do. And the
opportunity presented by Hythe’s
role as a lead Cinque Port is not
being overlooked either.

“You won’t find a separate place on
the Town Council’s website about
Hythe Wildlife Trust, as everything
the Council does will be linked with
ecological protection and
improvement. As a Cinque Port, we
are keen that all our linked towns
have realistic achievable targets,
and ultimately this will save money.

“We will be looking at every aspect
of what our Council does to reach
our target of carbon neutrality by
2025, and that will include all the
work that is currently undertaken by
outside contractors.

“The current climate emergency
shows that we need to move away
from the drive for economic growth
to a more sustainable, environmental
community-based economy.

“At District Council level, Cllr. Jackie
Meade is initiating a website to
establish a baseline of carbon usage
so that our progress can be
monitored.”

So there are big ambitions at play
here, and ones that probably most
people would support – it is the
getting there that is the challenge
facing not just Hythe, but local
authorities across the country.

• Wildflower planting at
Holman's Field, Hythe

• Wildflowers on Hythe Green

• The Shepway U3A Swing Band
at the HWT launch

• A choir of Mayors calls for more wildlife

• The result of wildflower planting
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As the days shorten and plants
have a yawn and stretch, Debbie
Ward does the same, and starts
to unwind for the winter nights...
It is that time of year, a traditional
moveable marker on the calendar. It
is viewed in most households with
both dread and anticipation. But at
some point the decision must be
made to put the heating on.

I have to suspect that Mother
Nature pairs up ‘cold’ people with
‘hot’ partners to drive them into
each other’s arms to keep the
human race going. I am a cold
person, whereas the Under
Gardener demands sight of actual
icicles before bringing in logs.

Happily, there has been an
installation of a new boiler,
controllable by a phone app, far
beyond the UG’s technological
abilities. The bedroom, though, has
the same duvet all year round.
When the temperature drops below
the age of consent, piles of blankets
and throws appear, turning my side
of the bed into an illustration of
‘The Princess and the Pea’.

Those differences, for horticulturally
inclined couples, carry on into the
garden. The Under Gardener will
refuse to accept that the garden
needs to be put to bed, and carries
on outside in no more than a T-shirt
and shorts, stuffing pots and
hanging baskets with winter
bedding. Claims will be made about
extending the summer, despite the

grey clouds deadening any colour,
and the only alfresco breakfasts
being steaming mugs to prevent
fingers freezing. Still, as long as it
keeps them occupied and out of
mischief, I can’t say I object to a
cheery pot of Viola Tear Drops in
the weak sunshine of a winter’s day.

I, however, will don a light sweater
and head off to the nurseries on a
bargain hunt. Although autumn,
with its warm soil and extra rainfall,
is the perfect planting period for
perennials, the garden centres
don’t want old stock hanging
around looking tatty or dead.

For those with the luxury of a
glasshouse and perhaps a heated
propagator, the tender perennials
that won’t survive outside often
take so easily from cuttings. On a
trip at the very end of September
to the garden centre at Ham Street,
I was presented with a dazzling
display of the ever-so-trendy Salvia
Hot Lips in full red and white flower.
As red is banned in my garden, had
the salvias been the deep purple
Amethyst Lips, I may have been
tempted. As it was, I came away
with just a stately Sidalcea Candida,
a tall white foil for the Echinops
Ritro in the blue and white garden.

However, this plant joins a little tribe
of perennials on the patio, all
pleading to get tucked up in the
cosy borders. Although the top
growth is starting to show signs of
going to sleep, the roots are raring

to go. A nicely cultivated planting
hole with a sprinkle of bone-meal
and a drink is all a plant needs to
really make itself at home, put down
roots and put on a good show when
the garden wakes up again.

The equivalent of my piles of
blankets in the garden is mulch. In
fact, it is the equivalent of slipping
into a warm, comfy bed and waking
up to a hearty breakfast. Mulch
keeps the warmth in the soil, plus a
nice drink and, after the worms have
done their bit over winter by
dragging the material into their
tunnels around the plants’ roots,
there’s some food to wake up to and
get everything off to a flying start.

My mulch of choice is leaf mould,
which has the benefit of adding a

little acidity for those shrubs that
need it. My neighbour uses the
traditional method of gathering
leaves in bin liners, giving them a
good watering, tying the bag up
then making air holes with a garden
fork. These bags go somewhere for
the winter, such as behind a shed,
and next year will be nicely rotted
into crumbly dark matter, ready to
be spread thickly on the borders.
I do not have my neighbour’s
patience and energy, and favour
simply raking the leaves off the
lawn and on to the borders. By the
time I and the garden wake up next
year, there will be barely a leaf left
and the work will be done by
nature. Time for a celebratory
night cap, I think.

Getting ready for bed

GGARDENERS’
CORNER

• Leaves are nature’s favourite mulch but rake them off lawns or the grass will suffer

• Salvia Hot Lips still flowering in a northern garden in November last year
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On Tuesday 8 October 1st New Romney Scouts visited the
New Romney Model Engineering Society. Children were given the
opportunity to ride on the trains and learn about the society.
In addition the Group was also filmed
as part of their nomination for two
Community Fundraising awards from
Kent Scouting. New Romney will hear if
they have won on the 2nd November
at an Awards Ceremony in Rochester.

Further News: To support the
fundraising drive for Scouts from
Romney Marsh to attend the European
Jamboree in Poland in 2020 there are
three events to put in your diary:

Book Sale and Coffee and Cake
Morning 2nd November 10.30-12.30 at
New Romney Scout HQ, Church Lane.
All welcome

Hobby Horse Race Night Friday 8
November 7pm to 10pm at New
Romney Scout HQ, Church Lane.
Tickets from Louise on 07342 945478 -
Adult £10 and Children £8 - include fish
and chips supper. Tickets will also be
available at our Book Sale on 2nd
November.

Haywardians Christmas Concert
featuring your favourite songs and
carols. Saturday 14 December at St
Mary In The Marsh Church. Tickets
from Veronica Bailey on 01797 362862

G. NEWING 
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065

Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer 

NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor

Trust mark and Real Registered

MIDDLEMARSH WI –
OCTOBER MEETING
Members supported a McMillan Afternoon Tea, in September at
St. Mary’s Bay. It raised £668.81, including £237.00 from Judy’s
knitting!

Superintendent (Retired) Richard Griffin LVD spoke at our October
meeting. Dick, “The Queen’s Police Officer”, told us about the
Royal Household and some personalities inhabiting it! There is, he
said, Life in the Palace!

This Royal Protection Officer shared some stories:

• With Prince Edward at University cycling round Cambridge,
attending lectures, taking part in theatrical exploits and Royal
Marines training!

• Groom for Prince Philip driving his horse-drawn carriage!

• Stopping with Princess Anne at a layby café to ensure Mrs
Thatcher arrived at an event first!

• The Queen agreeing to join the London Olympics Opening
Ceremony, and suggesting she have a speaking part to make it
more believable! Watch it on YouTube!

• His mother’s continuing scepticism that Dick worked closely with
Her Majesty, despite being introduced to the Queen at his
retirement party – hosted by the Queen at Buckingham Palace!

Next meeting will be held on Thursday 7 November, at St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 9.30am. Competition: Decorated Fir-cone.
Annual Meeting, then “Soup-n-Roll” lunch, guests welcome.

Contacts for Middlemarsh WI:
President: Mrs Barbara Shepherd, telephone 01303 870399
Secretary: Mrs Rosemary Street, telephone 01303 875359
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It was certainly a Saturday with a
difference for regulars at a Kent village
pub when a group of Maasai warriors
dropped in.
Members of the South East and Kent
Kenyans society arranged for them to
visit Shepherd Neame pub The Walnut
Tree in Aldington, near Ashford, as part of
a day-long Kenyan Cultural Festival.
In addition to performances by the
Maasai warriors, there was live music, a
bouncy castle for children and also the
chance to try Nyama Choma, a traditional
Kenyan barbecue.
“It went really well despite the rain, with
more than 200 people attending
throughout the day,” said licensee Karen
Barrett, who helped organise the event.
“The group sang traditional songs both
inside and outside the pub, and also
performed a traditional Kenyan welcome
for customers.”
During the event Karen’s partner Steve
was made a Chief. “If we ever go to Kenya
we will be shown the utmost respect,”
explained Karen.

Karen has been at the Walnut Tree for 18
years, and she was presented with the
Heart of the Community Award at
Shepherd Neame’s annual Pub Awards
earlier this year in recognition of her
dedication to raising funds for charity and
supporting local residents and groups.
“Our aim in hosting this event was to

bring cultures together,” said Karen. “We

pride ourselves on being a community
pub and as such we want to bring the
community together.

“The people from the village who popped
along were really surprised by how
friendly and laid back the whole thing
was. I suppose it’s not the kind of thing
you would normally associate with a Kent
village pub.

“All in all it was an amazing day, and
many people stayed until the end of the
evening.”

Karen added: “It was such a successful
event, despite the weather, that we will
be repeating it next year. It will be bigger
and hopefully better, although in 2020 it
will take place in summer.”

KKenya comes to Kent as
Maasai warriors visit village pub
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by David Wimble

Having not been on my travels
much lately, I wanted to relive
some of the Asian food that I
had enjoyed in the past, in
par�cular the 3 months I spent
in India some years ago.
It is a wellknown fact that most of
the food that the Bri�sh public
deems as Indian, is not really the ‘real
deal’ and is a dumbed down version
for the European palate.

I have o�en passed Coppers of Hythe
as it is very prominent posi�on right
on the roundabout on the main A259.
It is a building that has many memories
for me, as it used to be a social club
that I previously supplied discos to.

With this in mind, myself and Sarah
decided to try it out on a Thursday
night. I was intrigued as to what was it
like inside now, compared to how I
remembered it? The first thing that
struck us as we approached the
restaurant was the heady aroma of

authen�c Indian cooking tantalising our
taste buds, and en�cing us to come in.

On entering, we were met by the
proprietor, Saurabh and his wife Jazz,
whose smiles were as warm as some
of the dishes and very welcoming.
This was much appreciated, given the
very wet and windy evening that
we’d chosen to visit!

We sat at the cosy bar area for a drink,
while we waited to be seated by
Saurabh, who gave us an interes�ng
insight into his heritage and culture.

The restaurant is spacious with some
very vibrant artwork adorning the
walls, with a gentle music soundtrack
dri�ing through. Saurabh told us how
he loves music and a live pianist is
o�en to be heard within the
restaurant at weekends. The
restaurant can seat 54, in a mix of
tables for two to four guests, and
there is a lovely round table which
can seat up to 11. Perfect for ge�ng
together with friends and family!

Down to business:  The Food

Most people will be familiar with the
tradi�onal curry house. They are as
much a part of our culinary lifestyle as
fish and chips! But many are now

modern, stylish eateries, rivalling any
gourmet restaurant. Which is exactly
what Coppers is, with its extensive
menu of contemporary Indian cuisine,
all cooked with the freshest ingredients.

As we ordered our drinks and
inspected the varied wine list, we
enjoyed a stack of poppadums with a
selec�on of dips. Reading the menu,
we decided to ask Saurabh to
suggest his favourite dishes, as we
really wanted to take the opportunity
to experience new tastes and
flavours. While we were delibera�ng,
we were brought appe�sers of mini
poppadum with a savoury chickpea
and chutney topping. Yum!

Under Saurabh’s guidance, we chose
our starters. Sarah went for a Tilapia
and crab cake on a bed of salad and I
went for the ‘Old Delhi Aloo Tikki

Coppers Indian Restaura
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Chaat, which was a spiced potato cake
on a tea infused chickpea and chutney
base. Both dishes were delicious.

For the main course, Saurabh
suggested a selec�on of dishes that
sounded very interes�ng. Sarah had
a Moghli Kadhai Gosht, which was a
lamb dish cooked with peppers,
shallots, cashews and fresh coriander,
and I went for a Chicken Makhani
Chooze, which for me was quite

adventurous as I am normally a
chicken korma kind of man! WOW,
this was, for me, a showstopper. I
highly recommend this amazing dish
with its unusual flavour combina�on
that I have not come across before,
but put together, it was a definite
winner. Along with these main dishes
we shared a pilau rice and some
coconut and jiggery naan, along with
a liberal helping of aloo gobi. In both

dishes the meat was succulent, and
the sauces delicately spiced.

It takes a lot to impress Sarah, so I
was staggered when she proclaimed
to have just eaten the best curry she
had had in a long �me.

Even though we were both ge�ng
full, we couldn’t resist the dessert
menu and chose something light to
finish off with. We went for the ice
cream selec�on and the homemade
apple pie.

We had superb, unobtrusive service

from Saurabh, and were treated to a
masterclass in Eastern cookery.

Coppers is open 6 evenings a week,
from Tuesday to Sunday, and most
nights offer discounted rates and
special offers, which can all be
viewed on their facebook page.
There is also a very extensive take
away menu, along with specialist
dining nights including Happy
Tuesdays with 25% off your food bill,
and one of our favourite promo�on
ideas on a Wednesday when you get
chance to play for your meal. You are
given 2 dice and if you roll a double 6
the meal is FREE! Fridays include a
complimentary glass of bubbly with
the meals.

So if you, like us, fancy trying
something different don’t be afraid to
ask your waiter or the manager for
their recommenda�ons. You never
know, you might just find your new
favourite, or if you prefer to s�ck to
your old favourites, then give your
taste buds a treat and visit Saurabh
and his team over at Coppers.

When making your booking, which
we recommend as the restaurant
does get very busy, men�on that you
saw this review and advert in The
Looker and receive a complimentary
glass of house wine or prosecco.

Call 01303 267707 to make a
reserva�on, or chance your luck and
just turn up to 26 High Street,
Prospect Road, Hythe CT21 5JW

A dining experience you will want to
repeat and share with your friends.

rant Hythe



TRAIN TALES – by John Harmer & Sheila Mirley

The July day dawned sunny
and bright and we made our
way by the normal service
train from Ashford to London.

We were to join a special charter train
from Victoria on a circular route via
Hastings and our locomotive was to
be the ‘Battle of Britain’ Class 4-6-2
Tangmere. As we arrived at Victoria,
the sound and smell of Tangmere was
soon evident. She looked immaculate
with a rake of 12 Pullman coaches and
was surrounded by photographers
and we managed to take a few
pictures as well. We left from Platform
Two punctually at 10.55 a.m. and
soon settled back in comfort to admire
the décor of our Pullman coach.

The short run to Grosvenor Bridge
involved a steep climb and although
we had diesel loco with us, it wasn’t
needed. Travelling over the bridge,
we could see Chelsea Bridge on the
right and the former Battersea Power
Station on the left. At Brixton Junction,
we diverged to the right and passed
through Brixton station and soon after
passing Sydenham Hill, we dived into
the darkness of the mile long Penge
Tunnel. Through the suburbs of London
and we crossed the River Cray on

Cray Viaduct and soon reached the
open countryside. The North Downs
were visible in the distance and we
travelled under the A20 and at
Swanley Junction, we branched to the
right to take the line to Otford.

We continued under the M25 and
entered Eynsford Tunnel and soon
began a steady climb, past the village
of Noah’s Ark and through Kemsing
station. We passed West Malling and
under the A228 with oast houses to
the right and Reed’s Paper Mills in the
distance. We crossed the River
Medway and entered the outskirts of
Maidstone.

Luncheon was now served and we had
a half bottle of Chardonnay each. Our
starter was Chicken and Mushroom
Terrine served with a Smoked Onion
Marmalade and our main course was
Loin of Lamb with a Cranberry, Mint
and Brandy Sauce and vegetables. For
sweet, we had Summer Berry Torte
Pudding with clotted cream. We didn’t
finish our meal until we were
approaching Tonbridge in the
afternoon! Through Bearsted station
and we crossed the Channel Tunnel
Rail Link just before Hollingbourne. We
then slowed down and left the main

line and entered the Down Passenger
Loop just before Lenham to stop to
enable Tangmere to take on water.

Resuming our journey, we crossed the
Great Stour River and passed through
Charing station and joined the
Tonbridge line from the right.
Speeding through Ashford
International, we branched to the
south passing the former Railway
Workshops. With the A2070 on our
right, we continued our journey on
fairly straight and level track before a
sharp descent took us through
Hamstreet. We were now on Romney
Marsh and we sped through
Appledore station at high speed and
crossed the River Rother just before
Rye. We passed through Winchelsea,
crossed the River Brede, through Ore
Tunnel and soon we were in Hastings.

With the English Channel on the left, we
passed through St. Leonards and then
swung north through Crowhurst. We
travelled under the A2100 and through
Battle station and then downhill to
Darwell Reservoir away to the left.
Passing Robertsbridge and
Etchingham, we crossed the River
Rother again before entering Wadhurst
Tunnel which was another single line

only tunnel. We passed through Frant
station and crossed the B2169 before
entering the outskirts of Royal Tunbridge
Wells. We continued through the
station, under the A21 and crossed the
River Medway before stopping at
Penshurst to take on water again.

Resuming our journey, we went
through Edenbridge and the 1,327
yards long Bletchingley Tunnel before
diving beneath the M23 and reaching
Nutfield. We negotiated Redhill station
and climbed through Merstham before
entering yet another tunnel. Emerging
into daylight once again, we passed
Coulsdon South, Purley Oaks and East
Croydon in quick succession and then
through stations at Norwood and
Streatham Common before reaching
Balham Junction.

A 1-in-94 descent took us to
Wandsworth Common and we soon
passed the country’s busiest station,
Clapham Junction. Soon after this we
dropped away to the left and passed
beneath the complex of lines leading
to Waterloo. We soon rejoined our
outward route before re-entering
London Victoria at about half past
four. Altogether a memorable and
exhilarating day!

A day on the 
‘Golden Arrow’
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What a week and no mistake.
Arriving at the care home I
found mother out of bed
trying to remove her
nightdress.
She had already thrown
her underwear into the
bin and stripped the
bed. Soiled sheets on
the floor. I called a carer who sorted it very
quickly. Apparently this happens daily.
Normally her dementia doesn’t really affect
me but I did find this distressing.
But I had to see the funny side so I told her it
was lucky the Royal Family were not
Visiting so regularly now. She agreed but
hoped they would come for tea again soon.
Very likely.
Got home and Mr P was feeling dicky. At 7
pm he was taken into hospital. At 1am he
returned. Medical appointments for the rest
of the week.
On Saturday I ventured into town for some r
and r. A group of worthy green and beige
people with a wheelbarrow were crushing
apples. I must confess that I didn’t see a lot
of juice. Only pips and peel. Perhaps they
were just taking the pith …
What with Aldi’s departure and wait Rose’s
building works it is tricky to decide where to
shop. I chose waitrose and learnt that the
coffee shop is to be extended. Bit of a knock
for the struggling independents methinks.
Still, at least the Royals should be able to
park easily and get a nice hot cup of tea.The
home is only a couple of stops on the bus
from there … And the sheets should be dry.

Mrs P’s Diary
Lion pride at Port Lympne Hotel
& Reserve pounces on pumpkins

Halloween fun arrived early at Port
Lympne Hotel & Reserve as the
popular lion pride was treated to
carved pumpkins by their keepers
as part of their daily enrichment
programme.

Whilst the adults, Adras and Oudrika
showed a mild interest, the trio of
cubs wasted no time in pouncing on
the pumpkins, eager to get to the
tempting treats hidden inside.

Simon Jeffery, Animal Director said:
‘Enrichment is a vital element in our
daily programmes with our animals –
it helps keep them in tip top
condition and promotes activity,
health and stimulates interest. The
cubs have never seen pumpkins
before so we knew it would be a real
thrill for them.’

Video footage and images released
by the popular visitor attraction
clearly shows the newly named cubs’
enjoyment as they tackle, play fight
and tear into the orange orbs, to get
to the hidden meaty morsels, before
trotting around their habitat with
the tattered pumpkin remains in
their mouths.

The 20 week old cubs named Binti,
Kulinda and Khari have been
delighting visitors, overnight guests
and avid #CubCam fans with their
boisterous antics over the last few
months and now The Aspinall
Foundation, the conservation charity
which works with Port Lympne and
sister park, Howletts has released an

online adoption package, enabling
avid cub fans to adopt the trio from
£2.50 per month.

Meanwhile, the Reserve near Ashford
is offering their visitors a half term
treat, as it was announced today that
visitors booking online day tickets for
October Half term, will be able to
enjoy 25% off. The Reserve has also
announced a Rainy Day Guarantee, so
if continuous rain threatens to
dampen your spirits, visitors can
return on an alternative date.

Alongside the reduced online day
tickets, visitors can enjoy free
activities including animal talks and
feeds, a ‘just for fun’ safari bingo
game, a fancy dress competition for
little horrors and a pumpkin gallery,
where visitors can display their
home carved pumpkins.

Chantelle Harman, Offline Marketing
Manager added: ‘We really wanted to
treat our visitors to some fangtastic
half term fun this Autumn, so to really
get into the spirit of the season, we’ll
be giving away daily prizes for the
best carved pumpkin and the best
dressed little horror alongside all the
fun free daily activities.’

For further information and to adopt
the cubs please visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org

To plan your day out at Port Lympne,
take advantage of 25% off day
tickets and find out more about
special events please visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org/
portlympne



Our Man in
Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

The meeting of the European Council in Brussels last week was

central to the government’s plan to deliver Brexit by 31st

October. At the time of writing this column it appears that

genuine progress is being made to agree a new deal with the

European Union which would be acceptable to us and therefore

far more likely to win the support of parliament.

If Boris Johnson can secure a deal which delivers Brexit for the

whole of the UK, establishes that we will be outside of the EU

Customs Union and Single Market, and removes the ‘backstop’

provisions which sought to lock us indefinitely into European Union

rules, then he will have my full support. I believe that we need to

deliver on Brexit so that we can move on as a country. If we were to

have a second referendum, which I would not support, it will lead to

more delay and acrimony.

Whilst I hope we can get an agreement in place to deliver Brexit, it

is right that the government continues with its contingency planning

in case we leave at the end of October without a deal. Next week

there will be further works completed to make sure that Kent is ready

in case there are delays in lorries leaving the country through the

Port of Dover and the Channel Tunnel. On the night of 26/27th

October the M20 between junctions 7 to 9 on the London-bound

carriageway will be closed. The coast-bound carriageway will

though remain unaffected. This will ensure Operation Brock can be

implemented safely, meaning that from the morning of Monday 28

October, traffic will be using the contraflow system. In addition,

Highways England will be making sections of the new M20 junction

10a available to traffic on 31st October. This will help traffic move

more smoothly through the junction and create a new, quicker

coastbound route from the Ashford Truckstop. These measures mean

that we will be ready on day one should there be a problem. In the

past when Operation Stack has been put in place, it has been in

response to an incident which has caused delays, whereas this time

we will be ready just in case. Of course, we all hope that this is not

necessary and that the roads can return to normal as soon as possible.

Local residents will also note that unlike with past cases of Operation

Stack, there are no plans this time to close the M20 between junctions

10 and 11, as the lorries will be held further west and at Manston

Airport if required.

Last week I met with representatives from the Post Office to discuss

the future of postal services in Dymchurch. There has been

considerable local concern that when the current post master retires

there may be no-one to take over the Post Office and that this

valuable service will be lost to the local community. The Post Office

have stressed to me their commitment to retain the service currently

provided in Dymchurch and have been advertising for people to

come forward who would be interested in delivering this in the

future. I have also asked for the Post Office to meet with me in

Dymchurch to discuss how a plan can be put in place to make sure

that residents will continue to receive this vital service.
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NEWS ABOUT THE SHIP INN FIELD, DYMCHURCH

For the third, and hopefully the final, �me Folkestone and Hythe District
Council has refused planning permission for building houses on the field.
The report issued said that following the submission for three development
proposals it was considered that it has been demonstrated that the
principle of redevelopment of the site by such proposals is likely to cause
significant harm to the listed building (the Ship Inn), the se�ng of the
conserva�on area, and the character of the area. It then concluded that
the redevelopment of the site in this way is therefore considered to be
unacceptable and contrary to Council policies. The report also adds that
there is a strong community feeling that the open site and the Bowery Hall
have previously provided facili�es and space for community events and
tradi�ons, and that there is a desire that such uses be reinstated.

Local residents and village people are thrilled with this result, a�er a long
campaign in which many people signed a pe��on and wrote to object,
while local businesses helped to support their efforts, including The Looker.

R.M.W. Scaffolding
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Gree�ngs. They say that a week seems like a long
�me in poli�cs, well here at The Looker HQ a
fortnight seems twice as long to us …
But at least it gives us �me to pack in as comprehensive a
roundup of news, views and features from around the
district as we can. And you will already have seen the wide
range of stories we bring you involving individuals, chari�es
and businesses in our vibrant communi�es in Folkestone,
Hythe and across Romney Marsh.
To mark the extension of our distribu�on into Folkestone, we
are looking forward to welcoming exis�ng, new and poten�al
adver�sers this evening from 5.30 at So�rio’s in the town, to
say ‘hallo’ to our team, and partake of nibbles and beverages.
The support of our adver�sers has enabled us to bring you
more local news than anyone else in our bumper 40page
issues. It’s not too late to book a place by calling Tamsin
Hendrick on 07811 432777.
In this issue, Cllr. Ray Field has been telling us about his
adventurous lifestyle travelling to farflung parts of the world,
as well as his adventures within the chambers of Folkestone
Town Council and District Council.
There is good news for former Thomas Cook employees
whose jobs now look like they have been saved by
independent company, Hays Travel. Shops in Hythe and
Folkestone should be reopening soon. And there is more
good news for two of our businesses which have only been
going for a year. Romney Marsh Shepherds Huts has won the
Kent Innova�on Award, while a new outdoor learning
enterprise ‘Led by the Wild’ is celebra�ng its first anniversary
as a Community Company on October 31st with the award of
a grant of £9,700 from the Na�onal Lo�ery Community Fund
– good to see diversifica�on is paying off for a new
genera�on of the farming community on the Marsh.
Back in the smoke, we were impressed by the exhibits on
show at the 48th Annual Model Railway Exhibi�on, organised
by the Folkestone, Hythe & District Model Railway Club at
the Leas Cliff Hall. An extraordinary level of cra�manship had
been employed in the astonishingly realis�c layouts, right
down to the finest details.
Also displaying their crea�vity were the hARTists, Hythe’s
own ar�sts who held their Sixth Annual Exhibi�on at the
iconic Tin Tabernacle – “the town’s biggest and best
exhibi�on of professional artwork ever!” asserted local
hARTist Nikki Griffith, and who could disagree?
S�ll on the art theme, locals are being asked to join a unique
event on Folkestone’s Harbour Arm this Sunday (27th), to
celebrate the iconic pain�ng by Italian ar�st Fredo Franzani,
depic�ng the arrival of Belgian refugees fleeing German
invasion at the start of the First World War. Interna�onal
snapper Manuel Vason will create the image in film at 1.30pm.
Elsewhere we report on the launch of the Hythe Wildlife Trust,
the forthcoming public display of new plans for Nickolls Quarry
(aka Martello Lakes) and the search for the old port of Romney.
What a mixed bag of treats which we hope you enjoy!

David, Andrew & the Team

Welcome to Issue 235!
EDITOR’S WORD
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LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,
I wanted to write you this le�er as ‘Outraged of Hythe’ but actually,
on reconsidera�on, it should be ‘Very Disappointed of Hythe.’
I was so pleased when the Green Party had an overwhelming
victory in the local elec�ons, and the opportunity to build on the
good work that County Councillor Mar�n Whybrow has done. I was
more than happy to put my �ck in the box and vote for Georgina
Treloar at the last elec�on. I was also very pleased that she should
be put forward as the Green Party Candidate for the up and coming
General Elec�on (whenever that will be).
The reason I voted Green is because I care about our community. I
love Hythe and want to stop the destruc�on of our beau�ful
Princes Parade.
So, you can imagine how distressed I was to learn that Ms Treloar
had been protes�ng at the Ex�nc�on Rebellion demonstra�ons in
London. Whilst I think it is our right to protest, it is not our
democra�c right to s�ck two fingers up to the policing
establishment, who acted professionally in very challenging
circumstances.
I have read her response to being arrested and put into a police cell
for 24 hours, something that she actually boasts of, as if a badge of
honour! This is where we disagree. Thousands of people protested
lawfully, and when asked to move on by our hard working,
overstretched police, did so.
Does Ms Treloar realise the strain that these demonstra�ons put
on the economy? Through hard working tax payers not being able
to undertake their everyday business, and also the cost in
processing each arrest. Each person that has been arrested, taken
to a police sta�on (I understand it was Croydon in her case), put in
a police cell and processed costs in real terms around £2500, and
this does not include the cost of further prosecu�on and going
through the Courts.
By ac�ng like this Ms Treloar makes herself part of the problem! I
am afraid she has singlehandedly undone much of the great work
that her Party has achieved!
I suggest the Green Party find another candidate for the next

general elec�on, as she has lost my vote and that of most of my
friends.
I would like to finish by sta�ng that her ac�ons were not that of a
Party, but an individual.
I hope that she is charged and I hope she does the right thing and
resigns.
J Barlow, Hythe



Wednesday 23rd October 2019Page 36

LOCAL FOOTBALL
Greenway 2 Lydd Town 3
Two goals from Bradley Baker
and one from Ryan Smith were
enough to get the three points for the
Lydders in this Southern Coun�es League game.

New Romney 0 King’s Hill 4
Another defeat for New Romney and they have lost five of their
first eight league matches so far this season. They currently lie in
tenth place.

Lydd Town Res 0 Thanet Utd 2
A disappoin�ng result and another defeat for the Lydd second
string in this County League match.

New Romney Res 18 Minster FC
James Walton scored the goal for New Romney and they have won
just once this season.

Lydd Town 33 Kennington
The Marsh side had to be content with a draw in this league game.
Reece Mor�mer, Ryan Norman and Ryan Smith scored the
Lydders goals.

New Romney Veterans 13 Eltham Palace Veterans
The Romney Vets have yet to win this season as they lost again,
this �me to Eltham Palace Vets in the Kent Veterans Cup. Ben
Parker scored the only goal for the home side.

Rochester Utd 21 Lydd Town
The home just managed to hold on with this narrow victory over the
Lydders. All three goals came in the final 15 minutes with Callum Peck
and Reece Gillies scoring for the home side and Ryan Smith hi�ng
home from the spot for Lydd to set up a tense end to the game.

Lydd Grasshoppers 37 Horsebox Bars
In this Ashford Charity Cup game, Tony Norris proved a handful as
Horsebox bars came back from going behind to ensure they
progressed to the second round thanks to a 73 away win at
Division One rivals Lydd Grasshoppers. Norris got on the score
sheet four �mes while the win was completed thanks to a double
from top scorer James Nu�all and one from Ashley Spencer.
Grasshoppers had taken the lead through an outstanding strike
from Joe Lehmann, while both Ricky Bingham and Danny Benne�
also ne�ed for the ten man hosts a�er playermanager Andy
Benne� was red carded when conceding a first half penalty.

Lydd & Marsh Veterans 110 Anchorians Veterans
A heavy defeat for the Lydd Vets first home game of the season.
Jeremy Field scored their only goal.

BAND CONCERT – tickets now available from the Guild Hall
The Lydd Town Council annual band concert will take place a little earlier this year on 16th
November 2019. We are grateful to All Saints’ Church for permission to hold the concert in the
Church.
Following the successful and most enjoyable concert at the beginning of December 2018 Cllr
Clive Goddard reported to the Town Council meeting in January that he wished to arrange the
concert again and is delighted that the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas has agreed to perform
for us again this year.
Tickets are available from the Guild Hall and will be by donation which will go to the Gurkha
Welfare Trust. Should you wish to make a donation of a raffle prize the proceeds of which will be
donated to the Gurkha Welfare Trust this would be most welcome and we would be grateful if
you would please bring these to the Guild Hall for the attention of the Town Clerk.

LYDD IN LIGHTS – LIGHT UP THE PARISH OF LYDD
The Lydd in Lights competition will be held again this year and judging will take place week
commencing 9th December and the presentation evening will be held in the Guild Hall on
Monday 16th December so please put up your displays early this year. As in previous years the
winners will receive gift vouchers to spend locally.

MARSHALLS FOR REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Lydd Town Council needs volunteers to act as Marshalls for the road closures to allow the
procession to go ahead on Remembrance Sunday. If you are willing to assist please contact the
Town Clerk on 01797 320999 or by email townclerk@lyddtown.org
The service will take place in All Saints’ Church and the Memorial Garden.

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE RYPE
At the meeting of Lydd Town Council held on 7th October Councillors agreed to a proposal from
the Mayor, Cllr Graham Snell that our grounds maintenance contractors, Gibbs and Son, would
carry out improvement works to the football and practice pitch on the Rype. Lydd Town Council
requests that during the period of works that all residents respect the work that is being carried
out and take care not to cause any damage to the area undergoing treatment. We would ask
that you refrain from walking or dog walking on the areas as this would be detrimental to the
work being carried out. Lydd Town Council thanks you for your respect and patience during
these works which will be carried out at a time when the weather is most suitable for the works.

CCTV
At the meeting of Lydd Town Council held on 7th October, Councillors considered improvements to
the CCTV in Lydd Town and an ‘in principle’ decision has been made to support the proposal made
by the Mayor which would include 24 hour monitoring of the system. There is still a lot of work to
be done and tenders to be gained for consideration by councillors but work is in progress.
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Thursday 24th October
Lydd Mee�ng Point, Hardy Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10.15am
Pebbles Demen�a Café, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10.30am
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30pm

Friday 25th October
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 10am
St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall, 1pm
4pm
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm (7
10 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30pm
7.30pm
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (1115 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 26th October
Coffee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am
Art & Cra� Exhibi�on, Lydd Airport, 10am
4pm
Coffee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10.30am12.30pm

Sunday 27th October
Art & Cra� Exhibi�on, Lydd Airport, 10am
4pm

Birdwatching for Beginners, RSPB
Dungeness, 11am1pm
Friends of Lydd AGM, All Saints’ Church,
2.30pm

Monday 28th October
Cra�ers & Kni�ers, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10am
Dymchurch Mee�ng Point, Methodist
Church, 10am
Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm3.45pm
New Romney 65 Club, Presco� House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30pm

Tuesday 29th October
Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10am
Greatstone Mee�ng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney, 5.30pm
7pm
Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 6.30pm (16 years
plus)
New Romney Cra� Group, Old School, 7pm

Wednesday 30th October
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30am1pm
Purly Girlies for Kni�ers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm
Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,

LyddonSea, 2pm4pm
Romney Marsh Walking Society, Tenterden
Garden Centre, Reading Street, 10am (4
miles)
Country Mice Needle Cra� Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Friday 1st November
Romney Marsh Walking Society Fun Quiz
Night, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 7.30pm
(£3 per head, 01797362512)
Marsh Ink Writers Group, St. Mary's Bay
Village Hall, 10am12pm. Contact: Mary
Leadbe�er, 07714 064293

New Romney Day Centre,
Rolfe Lane
Thursdays: Footcare 9am4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am12noon
Fridays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service 9am
11am; Footcare 9am4pm; Tone Up &
Tighten Up 2.30pm3.30pm
Mondays: Footcare 9am4pm; Romney
Marsh Friends Group 10.30am; One You
Weight Management 1.30pm; First
Monday of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic 9am
11am
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service 9am
11am; NHS Health Walk 10am; Stop
Smoking Clinic 12.30pm4.30pm;
Third Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic
9am11am
Wednesdays: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am11.30am; Art Group 11am12noon;
Pilates 4.15pm5.15pm

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Many railway extremi�es have the
dubious charm of remoteness but
surely there was none more so than
Dungeness. In the 1870s, it seemed
a likely place for a port as the
ground was cheap and the area was
expected to become very busy and
important. There was talk of a
proposed harbour and a party of
Royal Engineers were asked to
inves�gate, but difficulty was
experienced owing to the strong
undercurrents running along the
coast. The possibility of developing
a port had given rise to the Rye &
Dungeness Railway & Pier Act of
1873, which envisaged Dungeness
as a train ferry terminal but this
scheme failed to materialize as well.

The Lydd
Railway
Act of
1881 was
more
judicious,
recognising
that
Dungeness
was be�er

placed to serve the town of Lydd
which was the also the home of
some of the coastguard pilots and
fisherman at Dungeness. Moreover,
the nearby expanses of shingle were
used for tes�ng ar�llery and high
explosives and there was a large
military camp on the outskirts of the
town. There was a general demand
for shingle for the building trade and
it was claimed that the sale of
Dungeness shingle in London would
bring benefits to the railway. As it
turned out however, the shingle was
only used as track ballast.

So in 1881, the independent ‘Lydd
Railway Company’ obtained powers
to build a line from Appledore to
Dungeness and on 7th December
1881, the Lydd Railway was
officially opened. Ini�ally, passenger
trains ran only as far as the town
because there was absolutely
nothing at Dungeness except the
lighthouse and for two years, goods
trains only went to Dungeness un�l
April 1883, when the first passenger
train arrived. They were adver�sed
to “enable visitors to visit the

headland without donning the
‘backstays’ that many locals used,
and in those days there was no road
or track past the coastguard sta�on.
The branch to New Romney was
opened in 1884.

Leaving Lydd, the line was on
shingle and ended at the single
pla	orm at Dungeness, almost at
the foot of the lighthouse. There
were very limited facili�es regarding
the railway and the sta�on
consisted of a diminu�ve weather
boarded building perched on a
pla	orm made of shingle with a
�mber face. There was a runround
loop and a small admiralty siding
running off past the lighthouse. The
Lydd Sta�onmaster or his deputy,
who would have travelled on the
train from Lydd, would have issued
�ckets for the very rare passenger
boarding at Dungeness. The bare
necessi�es – wai�ng room and
convenience – were provided on
what must have been the remotest
and loneliest sta�on in the county.
Nevertheless, the shelter it offered
from the cold east winds that swept
across this isolated headland must
have been welcome to the handful

of people who needed to use it.

There were a few fishermen’s huts,
a coastguard sta�on, a lighthouse
and a signal sta�on, from which
news of ships passing was
telegraphed to London. Channel
Pilots, for ships bound up the Straits
of Dover, boarded vessels here.

In the 1930s, there was
considerable building of summer
bungalows between Dungeness and
New Romney and to take advantage
of this, the Southern Railway re
aligned the New Romney branch
nearer the coast. This new line
opened on 4th July 1937 and was
the very last new line ever
constructed on the Southern
Railway. At the same �me the old
New Romney branch was closed, as
was the Dungeness line for
passenger traffic. The new junc�on
was known as Lydd Junc�on and
Lydd was renamed Lydd Town.

The Dungeness line con�nued to be
used by freight traffic with the bulk
of the trains being ballast ones.
This slowly dwindled away
and inevitably, this branch finally
closed in 1953. 

The Dungeness Branch Line
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FOOD BANKS. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.30
7pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.307.30pm.
If you have problems feeding your family, you can obtain
the necessary vouchers, which will be readily available,
from the Community church on 01797 366855 or Rev
Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the �me, and they have a list
of immediate necessi�es including LL milk and juice, �nned
cold meat, �nned tomatoes, shampoo and deodorant, �ns
custard, and potatoes. Small packets of LL milk and juice,
sugar or �ns of beans are welcome, for single people. Many
church have collec�ons points, and all �nned and packet
food, well in date, is welcome, but at the moment, they DO
NOT need �nned beans or soup, teabags, pasta or dried rice.
SEPTIC TANKS. Nothing much to do with the churches,
but there are new regula�ons coming in during January
2020, so if you have a Sep�c Tanks installed a�er 1983,
and lots of people on the Marsh do have one, the magazine
are sugges�ng you go to www.gov.org to find out about
the new legisla�on. Or simply google Sep�c tanks new
legisla�on 2020.

Brookland, St Augus�ne
Village Clean Up. Sunday, October 27th. 10am. Members
of the church will be taking part in the village cleanup and
all are welcome to come and keep our lovely village staying
lovely. Meet at the village hall, and equipment and s�cks
etc will be provided.
C/E primary school. If you have a child due to start school
next September, 2020, ie born between 1.9.15 and
31.8.16, the school is holding open days for new parents.
These are on Tuesday November 12th and Thursday,
November 21st, from 9.30am to 11.30am. If you cannot
make these days, or have any ques�ons ring the school on
01797 344317.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul
November 1st “Light Party” 57.30pm for children in the
Dymchurch, Scout Hut in Chapel Road, Dymchurch, TN29
0TD. Come along and have fun, cra� and eats, an alternate
to Halloween par�es, and inspired by Scripture Union.
Open to all primary school aged pupils.
Christmas Market in the Village Hall, Ogarswick Avenue.
Saturday, November 9th, from 10am2pm. This is a
combined effort with village and church. Sales and cra�
tables available at £10. All welcome to come along and buy
some early Christmas gi�s, To book a table, ring Chris Clark
on 07740 395497.
Bacon Bu	es and Bingo, Saturday, November 23rd from
10amnoon. Held in Scout Hut, Chapel road. Bacon bu�es
from 10am, bingo from 11am. £3 person, which includes
bu�y and tea or coffee. Bingo cards for sale, and a raffle
will be held.

St Monica’s RC Church
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm. Thursday morning mass at
10am. Vigil, the evening before Holy Days of Obliga�on,
at 7.30pm.

Fairfield, St Thomas
Sunday, November 3. 10am Holy Communion.

Greatstone, St Peters
Christmas Shoeboxes, Samaritan’s Purse. The collec�on
of shoes boxes full of small gi�s for children in poorer
countries, has begun. The leaflet envelope, can be obtained
in the church. You can choose any age and sex of child, and
the leaflet describes the range of things that are welcome
for that age group. These have to be collected in during the
first week of November, so that they can arrive in �me for

Christmas. For more informa�on ring Emma Jane Ross.
01797 320593 or 07976 481150.
Film Shows. These are held on the first Monday a�ernoon
of each month, in St Peter’s hall . The next one will be on
October 4th. The hall opens at 1.45 for 2 pm start. Call
Tricia, church warden, on 01797 363002 for this month’s
�tle. These are proving quite popular and a good cross
sec�on of different types of film are shown.
Pebbles Demen�a Café. St Peter’s Hall. On second and
forth Thursday of each month a demen�a café will take
place from 10.30amnoon, so the next one will be on
October 24th, from 10.30midday. Anyone interested may
come along, carers and those with demen�a and memory
problems, or anyone with queries on the subject. .
A monthly cra� market by Marsh Makers is held in the
church hall on the first Saturday of each month, so the next
one will be on Saturday, November 2nd from 10am2pm.
Many homemade items for sale, including kni�ng,
crochet, sewing, shell and beach cra�, cards, glass art,
baking, cakes and savouries, and preserves. Perhaps have
a look for some unique Christmas presents.

Lydd, All Saints
Friday, November 1st 7pm, a quiet reflec�ve service to
remember those of our family and friends who are no
longer with us. All welcome.
Community Market. Hardy Hall. This takes place on the
2nd Saturday of each month, so the next one will be on
Saturday, November 9th, from 10amnoon. A professional
baker a�ends and there is a wide variety of cra�s,
preserves, jewellery, other baking. Refreshments available.
Food Bank. There is a Lydd food bank with operates from
the Hardy Hall on Fridays, between, 6.307.30pm. If you
are struggling to feed you family, vouchers can be obtained
from Rev Chris on 01797 320345. See note at top of
column for more details about needs and dona�ons.
The open church yard at Lydd is an asset to the community,
and is much used and appreciated. What is not appreciated
is the small number of dog walkers who do not clear a�er
their animals. This is not only offensive, but a serious health
hazard. The traces of a serious disease, which can have long
term side effects, remain in the soil for many months.
Book Swap. There will be another of the popular book
swaps in the Hardy Hall, Lydd on Saturday, November 16th,
from 24pm. Bring any book you no longer want and swap
it for any other. All swaps are free, and you can come along
and take away any you fancy, even if you have none to
swap. Delicious refreshments are on sale. Organised by
Romney Marsh Community Church.
Christmas Shoeboxes. There are leaflets in the churches
for you to choose the sex and age of the child you wish to
help. See Greatstone notes for details. These have to be in
by first week of November, so even if you can’t do a whole
box, all dona�ons will be gladly received. For boxes, and
any details, ring Emma Jane Ross, on 01797 320593 or
07976 481150.

Methodist Church
A Toddler group, Li�le Chicks, takes place in the church hall
on Wednesdays in term �me from 10am –noon. Fully
registered with qualified and police checked staff, and wide
range of age appropriate place equipment. Just drop in if
interested.

New Romney, St Nicholas
Messy Church. Next get together, Friday, October 25th,
3.154.30pm This ac�vity for all primary aged children is
full of fun, stories, music, worship, and learning about the
Chris�an Faith. The success of this group means that more
helpers are always needed. Ring Penny on 01797 362560
if you are interested.

The Brenze� WI is hos�ng one of their delicious soup and
pudding events, on Saturday, November 23th, from
11.30am2pm in St Nicholas church. Come along and enjoy
the usual amazing, delicious food. Pay at the table, and the
cost is £6 No need to book.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul
The Christmas Country Market will be on Saturday,
December 7, from 10.30am12.30pm. There will be a good
variety of stalls, if you would like to book a table ring Diana
on 01303 311779. Raffle prizes welcome.

Romney Marsh Community Church
As well as the usual Sunday services at 10.30am on
Sundays, there are many youth and children’s sessions,
during the week, for youngsters of all ages. At the Sunday
morning service, the youngsters can leave for part of the
service, for their own age groups, and babies and toddlers
can be le� in a well equipped crèche, with police checked
helpers. Ring church office on 01797 366855 for any
queries.
Book Swap. See Lydd details for details of next book swap
in the Hardy Hall, Lydd on Saturday, November 16th.
There is usually a remembrance tea in remembrance week,
more details next �me.
The Alpha course for enquirers in the Chris�an faith on
Wednesday evenings, is more than half way through, but
every session stands on it’s own, so if you are interested,
ring the church office on above number.

Snargate, St Dunstans
Next service on Sunday, October 27th, at 9am, and will be
Holy Communion.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints
Monday, October 28, tea and bingo in the church hall at
2.30pm.
Friday, November 1st. Patronal fes�val, Compline at 5pm.
Sunday, November 3rd, Patronal fes�val Sunday. There will
be an extra memorial service at 3pm in the graveyard
followed by tea in the church hall. This is for anyone, who
would like to remember their loved ones. Tea will be
followed by a short service of compline.
The Christmas Fair will be on Saturday, November 30th. If
you can help with a staff, or with contribu�ons, please
contact Pauline.

St Mary in the Marsh
The Remembrance service will be on Sunday, November
10th at 6.30pm.
The Christmas Fair will be on Saturday, December 14th
from 10amnoon. More details later. The Haywardians,
renowned local choir, will also be giving a concert on that
day, at 7.30pm in the church. This is for the Romney Marsh
Scouts, and will go towards funding the local Scouts
a�endance at the European Jamboree in 2020.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP

Wit and Wisdom
By the �me a man realises that maybe his father was
right, he has a son who thinks he is wrong.
– Charles Wadsworth

Church Chuckle
From a church magazine:
Miss Charlene Mason sang a solo, “I will not pass this
way again” giving obvious pleasure to the congrega�on!
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