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Book Festival
looks at the
shape of things
to come
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A stellar line-up of guest speakers
and entertainers takes to the
boards for this year’s Folkestone
Book Festival running from 15-24
November, under the umbrella
theme of ‘The Shape of Things to
Come’, inspired by the district’s
own visionary author, H G Wells.
The Sandgate and Folkestone man
was ahead of his time who was
preoccupied by themes which
affect us greatly today –
globalisation, technology, biological
issues, nationalism, war, migration
and ecology.
Among the impressive cast of
speakers lined up to tackle the
future of these global issues are
Richard Dawkins, the BBC’s Carrie
Gracie, Gavin Esler, BBC’s Nick
Crane, MPs Damian Collins and
Caroline Lucas, James Burke and
many others – and they might have
some books to promote too …

Parade
Protest Group
determined to
keep ﬁghting
Despite losing the right to have a full judicial review turned
down last week, The ‘Save Princes Parade’ Group has vowed
to carry on ﬁghting, with a comment on social media stating
the battle may be lost but the war can still be won!
Members of the group learned of
the decision on Friday afternoon,
when a statement was issued by the
District Council, stating that the High
Court had upheld the Councils
planning decision.
The ‘Save Princes Parade’ Group
had undertaken a ﬁghting fund to

cover the potential cost of ﬁghting
the planning application, but
appeared to fall at the ﬁrst fence
when it was declared that the
councils planning application was
lawful as it had followed correct
planning procedure. Part of the
argument was that being the land
owner and planning authority, that

the council may have taken short
cuts or as one person put on social
media ‘been economical with the
truth’ when it came to dealing with
the former waste site.
The two grounds on which the
council was challenged were: ‘That
the ofﬁcer’s report had signiﬁcantly
misled the Planning Committee by
failing to advise it that the
application breached policies of the
Council’s Core Strategy Local Plan’.
Using the precedent of a case study
was provided citing an application
against East Dorset District Council.
Another ground was that the council
had signiﬁcantly misled the
planning committee by failing to
apply policies in the National
Planning Policy Framework in
relation to “areas at risk of
ﬂooding”.
The court application was put
forward by Elaine Martin, and was
actioned by Andrew Martin from
the Landmark Chambers. The
overall view of the petition to the
High Court was to seek a
termination to the process and also
to recover legal costs.
In the ofﬁcial statement released by
the council it stated that although the
decision had gone in favour of the

continued on Page 3

The Festival is curated this year by
Irish festival entrepreneurs, Liam
Browne and Sean Doran from
Arts Over Borders, with whom we
hope to have a proper chat in our
next issue..
You can ﬁnd copies of the event’s
programme in libraries and the
usual places, although all you need
to know is also at:
www.creativefolkestone.org.uk

IN THIS ISSUE
Remembrance Day memories
Pages 4-5
Channel Rotary comes to aid
of food bank Page 7
District prepares for
General Election Page 8
Unpermitted house to be
destroyed Page 12
Migrant crisis rumbles on
Page 13
Green light for Pent Valley
School Page 17
End of season run for RH&DR
Pages 18-19
Magnox tackles mental
health Page 21

Be sure to visit www.thelooker.co.uk for all the latest local news

CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 2019
PRE BOOKING REQUIRED

AVAILABLE FROM TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
£17PP FOR 2 COURSES £22PP FOR 3 COURSES

STARTERS
Homemade Rich Tomato & Fresh Basil Soup Served with a Crusty Baguette
,W]JTM*ISML*TIKS[\QKS[*T]M+PMM[M?ITV]\;W]ІM Served with Crostini’s
Brussels Pate Served with Local Chutney and a Toasted Baguette

MAIN COURSE
Roast Turkey or Loin of Pork;MZ^ML_Q\P8QO[QVJTIVSM\[;\]ЅVOAWZS[PQZM8]LLQVO
Roasted Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Gravy
0WUMUILM6]\:WI[\_Q\P:I\I\W]QTTM;\]ЄML8MXXMZ Served with a Chive Hollandaise Sauce,
Roasted Potatoes, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Vegetarian Gravy
*Sirloin Steak Served with a Peppercorn Sauce, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Peas and our Rustic Chips
Grilled Plaice & Prawns Served with Hollandaise Sauce,
Buttered Chive Crushed New Potatoes and Traditional Winter Vegetables

Traditional Winter Vegetables - (Braised Red Cabbage, Honey Glazed Parsnips, Sprouts & Carrots)

DESSERTS
Christmas Pudding Served with a Fresh Brandy Cream
Christmas Mincemeat Cheesecake Served with Whipped Fresh Cream
Raspberry Sorbet Served with a Brandy Snap
Cheddar & Stilton Cheese Board Served with Biscuits and a Local Chutney

+WUXTMUMV\IZa5QVKM8QM\WÅVQ[PaW]ZUMIT

*£2.00 supplement
Deposit required for groups of 8 or more
Please feel free to contact us with and queries or any special requests
Email: info@cinqueportsarms.pub • Phone: 01797 361894
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It is thought the cost of launching a
further appeal will cost thousands of
pounds and must be lodged by
Friday 8th November. If this should
prove successful, then the people of
Hythe and supporters of the ‘Save
Princes Parade’ group will need to
raise what one person from the
group described on facebook as ‘a
substantial amount of money’.

continued from Page 1
council, there was still grounds for
an appeal, The statement read:-

HIGH COURT UPHOLDS
COUNCIL PLANNING
DECISION
Permission to apply for judicial
review on the planning permission
for the Princes Parade development
has been refused.
Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s
(F&HDC) planning decision has
been upheld by the High Court with
the judge – Mrs. Justice Lieven
(pictured) – rebutting the arguments
for judicial review in turn. She has
awarded up to £5,000 to the
council in costs.

has been upheld and we can now get
on with continuing to provide services
for our residents and build a district
that we can all be proud of.”
The ‘Save Princes Parade’ website
has a page where people can
donate money for the legal ﬁght
which states: ‘We have now
collected the monies pledged
towards our legal costs but will
need to raise more funds. You can
make a donation using any of the
methods below.’

Although a lot of sympathy for the
group was voiced, some people
have also posted that it was time to
accept that the development will go
ahead.
Peter Lenner emailed The Looker: “I
have always been against this
development,
I
am
very
disappointed that the court reached
the decision that it did, but you have
to take into account that the
planning department did act within
the law, even if it goes against the
opinions of local people. Trying to
appeal in my opinion, is just
throwing good money after bad.
What we need to do now is to

ensure that the development is of the
highest standard and to ensure that
the council do not pass further
planning for the rest of Princes
Parade where the golf course is.”
The facebook group also called
‘Save Princes Parade’ had over 20
comments on it, with many urging
the group to continue to ﬁght.
ZsaZsa Daniel posted: “Thank you
for your good energy, focus, spirit
and determination to save this
delightful and much loved green
space.”
What do you think of the
judgement? Do you think the ‘Save
Princes Parade’ group should
appeal? Are you prepared to
donate to their ﬁghting fund or do
you think it is time to accept the high
court ruling against the judicial
review and accept that Hythe will
see a new hotel, swimming pool
and
housing.
Email:
info@thelooker.co.uk

Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader,
said: “Planning decisions are
always considered with the
appropriate due diligence. We
ensure the correct procedure is
followed and respected.
“I am delighted our planning decision
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Remembrance Day
by David Wimble

Last week I was in Folkestone and saw
someone selling poppies only to hear a
teenage son say to his mother, ‘Why are
we still buying poppies? Surely
everyone from the First World War
must be dead by now.’
The lady selling the poppies went on
to explain the best she could that it
was not just for the veterans of the
First World War, but for all the wars
which had commonwealth service
men and women take part in. When
she asked how old the young man
was, he replied 16. She then asked if
they had been taught about the poppy
appeal at school only to be told we
don’t really do history!
This upset me a little as someone
born in the 60’s and just over one
generation from those who went to
war, that he should not know why we
commemorate this with the simple
red poppy. I also remember a few
years ago I was at Heathrow Airport
just checking in for a flight, and an
announcement was made over the
tannoy system and at 11 a.m. the
whole airport came to a standstill,
with people from all nations marking
the occasion by standing still and
bowing their heads. So in writing this
I hope that you may also learn what
(in my opinion) is the story about the
poppy and how and why we celebrate
the ultimate sacrifice that our
grandparents and great-grandparents
made so we can enjoy the relative
peace that we enjoy today. Below is
my own personal understanding of
the history of the Remembrance Day
and the significance of the poppy. I
hope you take the time to find out
more information.

their armed forces who have died in
the line of duty.
Following a tradition inaugurated by
King George V in 1919, the day is
also marked by war remembrances in
many non-Commonwealth countries
but under different names.
Remembrance Day is observed on
11th November in most countries to
recall the end of hostilities of First
World War on that date in 1918.
Hostilities formally ended, "At the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month", in accordance with the
armistice signed by representatives
of Germany and the Entente between
5:12 and 5:20 that morning. "At the
11th hour" refers to the passing of the
11th hour, or 11 a.m. However, The
First World War officially ended with
the signing of the Treaty of Versailles
on 28th June 1919. The tradition of
Remembrance Day evolved out of
Armistice Day.

So the best place to start is
why the poppy and why on
the 11th of November.

The initial Armistice Day was
observed at Buckingham Palace,
commencing with King George V
hosting a "Banquet in Honour of the
President of the French Republic"
during the evening hours of 10th
November 1919. The first official
Armistice Day was subsequently
held in the grounds of Buckingham
Palace the following morning.
During the Second World War, many
countries changed the name of the
holiday. Member states of the
Commonwealth of Nations adopted
Remembrance Day, while the US
chose Veterans Day.

Remembrance Day which is
sometimes known informally as
Poppy Day owing to the tradition of
the remembrance poppy, is a
memorial day observed all across the
Commonwealth member states since
the end of the First World War. The
day is to remember the members of

The common British, Canadian,
South African, and ANZAC tradition
includes a one or two minute silence
at the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month (11 a.m.,
11th November), as that marks the
time (in the United Kingdom) when
the armistice became effective.
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The Service of Remembrance in
many Commonwealth countries
generally includes the sounding of
the "Last Post", followed by the
period of silence, followed by the
sounding of "Reveille" or sometimes
just "The Rouse" (often confused for
each other), and finished by a
recitation of the "Ode of
Remembrance". The "Flowers of the
Forest", "O Valiant Hearts", "I Vow
to Thee, My Country" and
"Jerusalem" are often played during
the service. Services also include
wreaths laid to honour the fallen, a
blessing, and national anthems.
The central ritual at cenotaphs
throughout the Commonwealth is a
stylised night vigil. The Last Post
was the common bugle call at the
close of the military day, and The
Rouse was the first call of the
morning. For military purposes, the
traditional night vigil over the slain
was not just to ensure they were
indeed dead and not unconscious or
in a coma, but also to guard them
from being mutilated or despoiled by
the enemy, or dragged off by
scavengers. This makes the ritual
more than just an act of
remembrance but also a pledge to
guard the honour of war dead. The
act is enhanced by the use of
dedicated cenotaphs which translated
is Greek for "empty tomb”, and the
laying of wreaths—the traditional
means of signalling high honours in
ancient Greece and Rome.
In Australia, Remembrance Day is
always observed on 11th November,
regardless of the day of the week,
and is not a public holiday; it is a

time when people can pay their
respects to the substantial number of
soldiers who died in battle. Some
institutions observe a two-minutes
silence at 11 a.m. through a
programme named ‘Read 2
Remember’. Children read the
Pledge of Remembrance by Rupert
McCall and teachers deliver
specially developed resources to help
children understand the significance
of the day and the resilience of those
who have fought for their country
and call on children to also be
resilient when facing difficult times.
Services are held at 11 a.m. at war
memorials and schools in suburbs
and cities across the country, at
which the "Last Post" is sounded by
a bugler and a one-minute silence is
observed. In recent decades,
Remembrance Day has been largely
eclipsed as the national day of war
commemoration by ANZAC Day
(25th April), which is a public
holiday in all states.
In Bermuda, which sent the first
colonial volunteer unit to the Western
Front in 1915, and which had more
people per capita in uniform during the
Second World War than any other part
of the Empire, Remembrance Day is
still an important holiday. The parade
in Hamilton had historically been a
large and colourful one, as contingents
from the Royal Navy, British Regular
Army and Territorial Army units of the
Bermuda Garrison, the Canadian
Forces, the US Army, Air Force, and
Navy, and various cadet corps and
other services all at one time or
another marched with the veterans.
Since the closing of British, Canadian,
and American bases in 1995, the

parade has barely grown smaller. In
addition to the ceremony held in the
City of Hamilton on Remembrance
Day itself, marching to the Cenotaph
(a smaller replica of the one in
London), where wreaths are laid and
orations made, the Royal Navy and the
Bermuda Sea Cadet Corps held a
parade the same day at the HMS Jervis
Bay memorial in Hamilton, and a
smaller military parade is also held in
St. George's on the nearest Sunday to
Remembrance Day.
The federal department of Veterans
Affairs Canada states that the date is
of "Remembrance for the men and
women who have served, and
continue to serve our country during
times of war, conflict and peace";
particularly the First and Second
World Wars, the Korean War, and all
conflicts since then in which
members of the Canadian Armed
Forces have participated. The
department runs a program called
Canada Remembers with the mission
of helping young and new
Canadians, most of whom have
never known war, "come to
understand and appreciate what those
who have served Canada in times of
war, armed conflict and peace stand
for and what they have sacrificed for
their country."
Wreath-laying ceremonies, usually
organised by local branches of the
Royal British Legion, are observed
on Remembrance Day at most war
memorials across the United

Kingdom at 11 a.m. on 11th
November, with two minutes of
silence observed; a custom which
had lapsed before a campaign for its
revival began in the early 1990s.
Many employers and businesses
invite their staff and customers to
observe the two minutes silence at 11
a.m. The beginning and end of the
two minutes silence is often marked
in large towns and cities by the firing
of ceremonial cannon. The first twominute silence held in London (11th
November 1919) was reported in the
Manchester Guardian the following
day. It said: “The first stroke of
eleven produced a magical effect.
The tram cars glided into stillness,
motors ceased to cough and fume,
and stopped dead, and the mightylimbed dray horses hunched back
upon their loads and stopped also,
seeming to do it of their own
volition. Someone took off his hat,
and with a nervous hesitancy the rest
of the men bowed their heads also.
Here and there an old soldier could
be detected slipping unconsciously
into the posture of 'attention'. An
elderly woman, not far away, wiped
her eyes, and the man beside her
looked white and stern. Everyone
stood very still . . . The hush
deepened. It had spread over the
whole city and become so
pronounced as to impress one with a
sense of audibility. It was a silence
which was almost pain . . . And the
spirit of memory brooded over it all.”

REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY
In the United Kingdom, the main
observance is Remembrance Sunday,
held on the Sunday nearest to 11th
November. There is a National
Service of Remembrance in London,
as well as other services and
ceremonies in the regions. Typically,
poppy wreaths are laid by
representatives of the Crown, the
armed forces, and local civic leaders,
as well as by local organisations
including ex-servicemen
organisations, cadet forces, the
Scouts, Guides, Boys' Brigade, St
John Ambulance and the Salvation
Army. A minute or two minutes
silence is also frequently
incorporated into church services.

ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION POPPY
The poppy was chosen as a reflection
to the horrendous carnage of the
battle fields of the Flanders fields in
the First World War as amongst the
dark and gloomy backdrop there was
a notable and striking exception to
the bleakness - the bright red
Flanders poppies. These resilient
flowers flourished in the middle of so
much chaos and destruction, growing
in the thousands upon thousands.
The Royal British Legion use the
poppy as a way of marking the
occasion state on their website: “Our
red poppy is a symbol of both

Remembrance and hope for a
peaceful future. Poppies are worn as
a show of support for the Armed
Forces community. The poppy is a
well-known and well-established
symbol, one that carries a wealth of
history and meaning with it. Wearing
a poppy is still a very personal
choice, reflecting individual
experiences and personal memories.
It is never compulsory but is greatly
appreciated by those who it is
intended to support.”
In 2014, to commemorate the
outbreak of World War One, a huge
display called Blood Swept Lands
and Seas of Red, consisting of
888,246 ceramic poppies was
installed in the moat of the Tower of
London, each poppy representing a
British Empire fatality. Despite what
the teenager in Folkestone thinks,
The Royal British legion use their
poppy appeal to help service men
and women and their families from
all conflicts including in more recent
times the Falklands War, service
personnel who have served in
Northern Ireland and all the conflicts
in the Middle East. It is our way of
showing gratitude and thanks for
service to our country in trying to
secure peace and freedom.
The Looker would like to print
pictures from across the district of
local remembrance services.
Could people please send photos
to: david@thelooker.co.uk
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KFRS wins Dementia Friendly award
The Kent Fire and Rescue Service
(KFRS) has won an award at this
year’s Kent Dementia Action
Alliance (DAA) awards ceremony.
Announced last week by the Kent
DAA, the awards aim to recognise
and celebrate the hard work
undertaken across the county over the
last year to improve the lives of
people living with dementia.
The Service was delighted to receive
the Large Dementia Friendly
Organisation award (more than 50
staff) at this year’s ceremony, and
celebrated the good work taking
place across the community aiming to

make Kent a ‘Dementia Friendly’
county. The Kent DAA is a group of
Kent organisations which work
together to better meet the needs of
those with dementia, ensuring
everyone in Kent can live well within
their communities.
KFRS - along with the other
emergency services, including Kent
Police, South East Coast Ambulance
Service and Maidstone & Tunbridge
Wells Hospital Trust - also won the
Community & Partnership Project
award for working together to deliver
the West Kent Emergency Services
Dementia Event which was held in

May 2019. 110 staff attended from all
sectors and the day was designed to
educate and empower staff.

• Sean Bone-Knell,
Director of Operations

“Offering extra support and help to
those living with dementia is just part
of what we do as a service – but it’s
always fantastic to receive an award
that recognises this,” KFRS Director of
Operations Sean Bone-Knell, told
‘The Looker’. “We provide dementia
training for our home safety ofﬁcers
and ﬁreﬁghters to ensure we are fully
able to recognise dementia in our
day-to-day work, and offer helpful
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advice during our Safe and Well visits
to keep people as safe as possible.”
“Earlier this year, we also made a
pledge to get all staff at KFRS to
become Dementia Friends, and our
staff knitted around a thousand blue
forget-me-nots to promote dementia
awareness – the ﬂowers were also
displayed at Friday’s awards
ceremony. People living with dementia
sometimes need a helping hand to go
about their daily lives and feel
included in their local community, and
understanding this is partly what being
a Dementia Friend is all about. As a
service, we do everything we can to
help those living with dementia – but
by becoming a dementia friend, you
too can learn and understand the small
things that everyone can do to make
that difference in the community.”
If you or someone you know is
living with dementia, why not refer
them for a Safe and Well visit?
Just call KFRS’ friendly team on
0800 923 7000 and our home
safety ofﬁcers or ﬁreﬁghters will
visit your home at a convenient
time for you, to provide tailored
advice to keep you safe.

Channel Rotary donates
much needed funds to
Shepway Food Bank
Channel Rotary has donated £500
to the Shepway Food Bank which
operates under the auspices of the
Folkestone Rainbow Centre. We
support it in various ways and on 21,
22 and 23 November we’ll again be
helping to collect food from
generous shoppers at Cheriton
Tesco and then transporng it to the
Foodbank store.
The Foodbank needs a constant
supply of gied food to support local
people in need at a me when users
have nearly doubled in the past year
to 2,500 adults and children. The
scale of the Foodbank operaons is
substanal. Just now they are
collecng an amazing 6 tons or so of
food and other supplies from church
and school harvest fesvals. This is
deeply appreciated especially with
the dramac increase in numbers of
people in our community turning to
the Foodbank for support. Its
programme to provide nutrionally
balanced food parcels happens
throughout the year and requires
regular donaons and considerable
volunteer support.
Presenng the cheque Channel
Rotary President Edwin Beddy said

“The Shepway Foodbank provides an
essenal service to people in need in
our community and Channel Rotary
is very pleased to recognise this with
our donaon and assistance with
food collecons.” Responding,
Foodbank
Manager
Sam
Humberstone said “Thank you so
much. At a me of shortage and
ﬁnancial constraint, the number of
our users is constantly rising and we
have to work so much harder to
support families for whom we are
oen the last resort. Because of this,
we would welcome more volunteers
to join us (please contact
volunteering@rainbowcentre.org ).

Channel Rotary President Edwin Beddy
(centre) presents the £500 cheque to
Ali Chambers (Rainbow Centre CEO 
le) and Sam Humberstone (Shepway
Foodbank Manager  right)

FOR
SALE

SANDGATE PAVILIONS
E n c o m b e

36 Bespoke luxur y apartments
Show apartment OPEN Thursday - Monday 10am - 5pm

07496 901013
Wednesday 6th November 2019
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District prepares
for the upcoming
elecons
It appears that elecons
are like buses. For years
you do not get one then a
whole load come along at
once!
Despite ‘Brenda from Bristol’,
who no doubt will not be
welcoming canvassing MPs and
supporters around her Bristol
Community, local policians
stepped up a gear as soon as the
announcement was made to
hold a general elecon.
For council oﬃcials this poses
quite a logiscal problem as it is
the ﬁrst December elecon in
nearly 100 years (the last was
held in 1923). But oﬃcials
believe that they are ready for
the job, with a variety of new
polling
staons
recently
announced.
As ever local campaigning has
been swi to respond, with
people only too happy to put
their opinions on social media.
Jason Parnell posted on social
media: “At least this me we
have some very real opons.
They say this should not be seen
as a second referendum but lets
be honest, this is the only way we
can get a government that can
say they have the mandate of the
people.”
Clare Turner added: “The only
problem may be if we have a
hung government. The way I see
it is, if you want Brexit you vote
Conservave (or Brexit if they
put a candidate up for our
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district). If you want to remain
you vote Liberal. The Labour vote
is just a joke as they cannot agree
within their own party what they
want. And lets face it Corbyn is
the most unpopular leader the
party has had for many
generaons, he is seen as a joke.
Boris has this buﬀoon image but
at least he has been consistent.”
Andy Lane stated: “For me all the
main pares are as bad as each
other. I voted leave, but struggle
to come to terms with PM
Johnsons style of leadership so
will probably vote Green as the
only opon unless we get a good
independent candidate!”
In the next edion of The Looker,
we will endeavour to give you a
list of candidates for our district
and allowing each one up to 500
words to express what they
stand for. We also hope to bring
you a list of the district’s polling
staons.
One of the main concerns was
the fact that for elderly people
aending polling staons, it
would be hazardous from
4.30pm unl 10pm with winter
weather and dark evenings.
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council have a number of
diﬀerent ways that you can vote
including Postal Vote and vong
by proxy and all the informaon
can be found on their website.
www.folkestonehythe.gov.uk/
elecons/registertovote
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Kent County Council has a new Leader
Cllr. Roger Gough has ofﬁcially
been elected to the post at the
recent full council meeting, having
been voted in as leader of the
majority Conservative group on the
Council two weeks earlier. In both
roles he succeeds Paul Carter, who
has held them for the past 14 years.

we represent, to partners and to
government. No one else has the
role or mandate to do this.
“But we don’t do it alone or always
through direct control. There will be
areas in which our formal powers are
limited but no one else can take the allround view of the county’s needs,
convene partners and help structure
the debate and conclusions. Even if
much of that is then delivered by others.
“We know the big challenges that
we face: housing pressures, often
from London, often without the
matching jobs or infrastructure. Gaps
in skills and opportunities, and
between the west and the coastal
east of the county. An ageing
population and what that means for
health and social care.

Mr Gough has served as the
Member for Darent Valley since
2005 and has served in a variety of
Cabinet roles since 2006. He will be
relinquishing responsibility for
Children, Young People and
Education to take up his new position.
Before entering local government,
Mr Gough worked in investment
banking for 16 years until 2002,
mainly as an investment analyst
specialising in the banking industry.
From 1988 to 1991, Mr Gough lived
and worked in Tokyo as an analyst
of the Japanese ﬁnancial sector; he
was subsequently an analyst of the
European banking industry. He is
also the author of two books.
His wife Michelle is a former deputy
leader of Sevenoaks District Council.
The couple have two children who
attend Kent state schools.
In his ﬁrst speech as Leader, Mr
Gough told Members: “We are the
body that speaks for Kent, that sets
out a vision and gives a voice for the
county. We reﬂect that to the people

“The ongoing pressures on Special
Educational Needs and, on those
children, and their families. It is the
greatest regret and disappointment
to me as I hand over my portfolio to
a successor that we have so much
further to go in that area.
“In addressing those and in
addressing what we discussed
earlier on, those will be the priorities
of the new administration. Securing
adequate funding infrastructure is in
part a funding issue one that if not
resolved could put an unsustainable
burden on this council. But we must
also not forget how much it is also
something that gives that sense to
residents of the pressures that grow
on them, of the undermining of
quality of life in this county.
“There has in fact been good
progress in the work between Kent
leaders, county and district and
seeking to address this but there is
further to go on that and as Paul
mentioned earlier on, much of that
must also be addressed truth again
to national government about where
policy needs to change. If there is to
be growth the infrastructure must be
there to match it.

“We have great beauty here in Kent,
both natural and manmade and we
must ensure that the public realm
enhances and does not tarnish it. So
it will be an early priority for the
administration to focus every last bit
of headroom we can ﬁnd on those
visible services through our council
plays its part in people’s daily lives.

Canterbury to the bright modernity
of Ebbsﬂeet and the Thames
Gateway this is a great county. What
a privilege here for all of us to serve
it. I will do my very best.”
Mr Gough was among several
members, including leaders of the
opposition parties, who paid tribute
to the outgoing leader, Paul Carter.
Paul Carter responded: “Thank you
all for your kind and generous
words, I am overwhelmed.

“In the longer term a key related
priority to the quality of life here will
be the delivery of our energy and
low emission strategy and the
ambitious targets for zero carbon
that were discussed at a recent
county council meeting, particularly
focusing on improving progress from
our own estate. Central to this will be
a new dedicated cabinet portfolio
for the environment.
“From the Saxon Shore to the North
Downs, from Romney Marsh to
Tunbridge Wells, from the deep
history of Becket and Augustine’s

“I have enjoyed every moment of the
last 14 years as County Council
leader and 22 leaders as a county
council and I hope that windows do
open for me in the areas that I would
like to be involved in.
“I said 14 years ago I would do the
absolute best to serve the people of
Kent and this council. It’s been full
throttle all the way.”
Peter Oakford, who has been the
Member for Tunbridge Wells North
since 2013, is continuing as the
Deputy Leader of KCC. He has
previously been a member of
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council
and Chairman of Southborough
Town Council, having overseen the
£10million community hub project.

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney
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Listen to the locals. Folkestone & Hythe District Council
launch a public survey about the future of the town centre
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
recently launched the consultaon
aer hiring a research company to
ﬁnd out what shoppers, visitors and
business owners throughout the
town thought about the area. With
a 10minute quesonnaire, the
council hope to get people to share
their
longterm
vision
for
Folkestone, including their views on
the current range of shops and
businesses on oﬀer, and suggesons
on the ongoing regeneraon.
As well as ﬁnding out what people like
and do not like, the survey will include
the aracveness of the area and the
sense of community that exists.
A spokesman for the authority said:
"The informaon will be used to
inform the development of a master
plan for the town centre. Where
appropriate, it will also be
incorporated into future council
policies which impact the area. The
council's future plans could see a
diﬀerent oﬀer being developed  such
as the inclusion of leisure facilies.”
The spokesman added: "The changing
face of retail presents a fantasc
opportunity to revitalise the town
centre. This could involve encouraging
new social and leisure aspects into the
area. As a result, the community
would be able to enjoy what the town
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centre has to oﬀer, both throughout
the day and into the evenings."
The town centre is already set for big
changes  ﬂagship store Debenhams
will leave in 2020 with the council
revealing earlier this year that this
could be an ideal site for leisure
outlets, with the possibilies of a
bowling alley and small private bars
and entertainment venues.
Those conducng the survey will be
located throughout the town centre
for 24 days, which the council says
will 'ensure everyone has the
opportunity to parcipate'.

Leader of the council, Cllr David
Monk said: "Folkestone has
witnessed a great deal of
regeneraon in recent mes, and this
is something which is rightly
celebrated. But we acknowledge  as
is the case elsewhere across the
country  it is a diﬃcult me for
retailers. The current situaon only
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strengthens our resolve to ensure a
longterm, sustainable future for our
town centre. This quesonnaire is not
just about development  this is about
building a cohesive town centre for
everyone. We want to improve the
appeal of the area to residents and
visitors, and support economic
growth in the district at the same
me. We invite the public to voice
their opinion through this survey."
In addion, the council says it will
survey 100 businesses, including
local traders and those considering
invesng in the area or relocang, in
order to assess 'what could help
encourage further regeneraon'.
Cllr David Wimble, cabinet member
for economy added: "We’re keen to
know what works and the things
people already enjoy  as well as the
aspects that can be improved. This
survey isn’t just about one aspect of
the town centre. It will help reveal

people’s current percepons of the
area, and also idenfy commercially
viable ideas to ensure the town
centre remains ﬁt for purpose."
The new survey was launched last
week and will run through to Sunday,
November 24.
This is not the only iniave revealed
by the council this year designed to
enhance the town centre. Last
month, councillors approved a
scheme to inject £3m cash into the
district's High Streets. Of that, £2.2m
has been earmarked for Folkestone
and the remaining £800,000 is to be
split between Cheriton, Sandgate,
Hythe, Dymchurch, New Romney,
Lydd, Hawkinge, Lyminge, Sellindge
and Elham.
Business owners can now apply for
grants from this pot to help expand
or develop their venture. Visit
www.folkestone.works

Rock steady Ed makes
tracks to the Railway
Is that a new farmer taking care of his sheep or just someone
shearing on the Marsh?
Headline writers had a ﬁeld day as ‘global superstar’ Ed Sheeran happily talked to
dog walkers as he walked along the sandy beach of the sand dunes at Littlestone,
and was also seen walking by the RNLI Lifeboat station.
News of his visit soon spread on social media and reports soon came into the
Looker ofﬁce that he
was seen on the
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway
and also that he was
reported to have
tucked into some ﬁsh
and chips at a local
takeaway.
Tammy Philips posted
on facebook: “I could
not believe it. I got out
of the carriage at
Dungeness only to
bump into Ed Sheeran!
He just smiled and said hello. I was completely dumbstruck! I asked him what was
he doing down at Dungeness and he said he was just wandering around”.
Dungeness and the Romney Marsh are no strangers to celebrity visits, with other
pop legends visiting what is the UK’s only designated desert. Notable visitors
include Queen’s Brian May, Elton John, Nicki Manaj and Kate Bush also being a
regular visitor. The destination is also used for many pop videos and photo shoots.
Other celebrities who have visited the Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway include
Roger Daltrey, who opened the ‘End of the Line’ Restaurant a few years ago.
If you see someone famous, e-mail The Looker at Info@thelooker.co.uk

15 hours per week (plus occasional evenings)
Remuneration: National Joint Scale SP07-SP12 Main duties to include:
Administration and marketing of Town Council premises and open spaces
and preparation of PR communications
Min requirements: 5 good GCSEs or equivalent inc. English & Maths and
ability to demonstrate a high level of spoken and written language; clerical
experience / computer literacy essential
For an application pack
please contact: The Town Clerk, Town Hall, High Street, New Romney, Kent TN28 8BT

Phone: 01797 362348 Email: townclerk@newromneytc.co.uk
Closing date for applications: Fri 22nd Nov 2019
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Owners must demolish unauthorised house
The building of an 'illegal' bungalow
overlooking the English Channel has
been ordered to be torn down after it
was built without prior planning
permission, Folkestone and Hythe
District
Council
ordered
on
Tuesday night.

The council had been made aware of the
development after a number of complaints
had been sent to them, stating that the
building certainly was not ‘Like for Like’
as the owner had described. The singestorey property has been erected in a rear
garden in Coast Drive, Greatstone and
fronts on to the Greatstone Sand Dunes,
on a Site of Specific Scientific Interest.
Although the construction of the building
has not been brought into question, the
suitability for the site has, It comprises of
a bedroom, kitchen/lounge/dining area
and a bathroom and has its own terrace.
The property had previously had a
summer house in the garden, but as one
local who contacted The Looker said:
“When they started building this, we went
onto the council planning portal and saw

there was no planning in place, I even
asked the builder if they had planning
permission to be told, it was not necessary
as it was just replacing an existing
building so was like for like.”
Another neighbour, who asked The
Looker not to print her name said: “I am
all for home owners being able to have the
right to make alterations to their property,
but this person has blatantly taken the
P@!!, I hope the council come down very
strongly to send out a message that this
diy development is not acceptable. It
makes a mockery of everyone who tries
to do things properly and by the rules. It
could be a very expensive lesson to the
owner!”
In a damning report, council officers put
the case to members of Folkestone and
Hythe District Council's planning
committee
on
last
Tuesday,
recommending that an Enforcement
Notice is served requiring the 'demolition
of the dwelling and the reinstate of the site
to the previous ground level'.

declared the design and visual appearance
of the bungalow 'unacceptable' due to its
'unbalanced' and 'intrusive' features,
including the roof design.
In the report it stated: "This complicated
roof form gives a dominant, complicated
and unbalanced appearance to the
development. The basic design premise is
not appropriate for the site as it fails to
reflect the appearance of existing
dwellings in the locality and it is not in
keeping with the area. Although not
visible from Coast Drive it is visible from
Greatstone Dunes which are publically
accessible. Given its overall size and
design it appears as prominent and
intrusive feature in the landscape as there
are no other such buildings at the ends of
gardens."
The report highlights the harm it could
cause to the 'ecological integrity' of
the area.

In the report it reveals the development
has an 'adverse impact' on neighbouring
residents due to 'loss of privacy,
overbearing impacts and increased
activity on the overall site', adding it is
raised to such an extent that 'persons
standing on the terrace are level with the
first floor bedroom windows' of the homes
next door.
It is believed that the owners have been
invited to put retrospective planning
documents to the council
But

planning

committee

members

It states: “The proximity of the new
development to Greatstone Dunes and the
additional activity on them which is likely
to result from the direct access from the
dwelling... has potential to adversely

affect the habitat and wildlife that the site
is designated for due to increased light
pollution and increased physical activity.
“Therefore the development is considered
to be unacceptable as it has not
demonstrated that either impacts have not
occurred or that they can be satisfactorily
mitigated.”
The owner of the house claimed it was
built to replace an existing 'chalet' in his
garden that had fallen into disrepair,
although photos provided by the council
show the new build ‘has a substantially
larger 63m² increased’ footprint.
The owner of the new house claimed that
the building will be for his personal use,
but has ‘not demonstrated any functional
link between the new building and the
main dwelling-house’.
The owner also stated that an application
has been submitted to the council in
regards to the property for ‘certificate of
lawful development (existing) for use of
a building to the rear garden as annex
accommodation’. However despite this,
the council literature concluded: “It is
considered that the development that has
been carried out is unacceptable in terms
of the visual amenity of the area, the
amenity of neighbouring residents,
highway safety and impacts on a
designated nature conservation site.”
The council recommended that an
enforcement notice be served.
“In order to allow reasonable time for any
occupants
to
find
alternative
accommodation a compliance period of
one year was recommended.”

7KLV:LQWHU

7KLQN/LQNV
Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888

,QVWJUDPOLWWOHVWRQHJROIFOXE
7ZLWWHU )DFHERRN#OLWWOHVWRQHJF
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The ongoing Migrant Crisis
By David Wimble
The Looker ﬁrst picked up on the issue
of people making the crossing from
France to the UK nearly three years ago.
We had hoped we would be wrong, but
since the ﬁrst black RIBs (Rigid
Inﬂatable Boats) were discovered, and
no doubt many others that were not,
there has been a huge number of
crossings made, and with winter
weather closing in more and more
people are prepared to risk crossing the
world’s busiest shipping lane. A major
disaster is imminent.
When migrants ﬁrst hit our shores, it
was national breaking news, but now it
rarely gets a mention. Within the last
two weeks, over 40 people have
attempted the trip by boat and with the
horrendous stories we have witnessed
on our TV screens with the Vietnamese
being found in Essex, The Looker
thought it would look into the facts
about what is being done to stop this
trafﬁcking trade escalating even further.
With the numbers who have been
detected to have crossed the channel
expected to reach nearly 2,000 before
the end of the year, we thought we
would look at what the government are
doing to stop a major loss of life in our
waters. With the volunteer
organisations such as the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution being on
call 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year,
along with other volunteer
organisations helping the Government.
The RNLI’s line on the migrant crisis is
very clear. They have stated that their
crews are only interested in the
humanitarian role of saving lives at sea,
and do not distinguish between types
of emergency. But there has been a call
for the Government to assist in helping
the institution with the cost of fuel for
their ﬂeet, if they are used for
humanitarian rescues.
A country's territorial waters stretch for
12 miles off its coast and beyond that
are international waters.
If a boat carrying people is found within
national waters, it's fairly clear-cut that
that country has a duty to rescue them
to a place of safety.
In international waters, it's slightly less
clear and may vary on a case by case
basis. But there is still a legal obligation
to rescue those in distress and take
them to a place of safety.

The stretch between Dover and Calais
(the narrowest point) is entirely covered
by territorial waters on either side but
further down the Channel where it
widens out, the waters outside of the
two countries' territories are divided up
into French and English search-andrescue zones.
These rescue zones, which roughly
divide the area of the Channel in half
between the two countries, are coordinated by operations centres in
Dover in the UK and Gris Nez (between
Calais and Boulogne) in northern France.
It's the responsibility of the authorities
there to ensure that anyone in distress
in these zones receives assistance. In
reality, if people are in danger, any boat
nearby will have a duty to rescue them.
Where can they seek asylum?
Under international law, people have
the right to seek asylum in whichever
country they arrive but there's nothing
to say you must seek asylum in the ﬁrst
safe country. However, under EU law
there is a provision to allow asylum
applications to be transferred to
another member state. The Dublin
Regulation states that a person's
asylum claim can be transferred to the
ﬁrst member state they entered.
In 2018, according to the European
Council of Refugees and Exiles, 1,215

people were transferred to the UK from
another EU country under the Dublin
rules, and 209 were transferred out of
the UK.
The UK grants refugee status to those
who are unable to live in their own
country for fear of persecution because
of race, religion, nationality, political
opinion or other factors such as sexual
orientation. A successful application
usually allows someone to remain for
ﬁve years with the opportunity after
that to apply for indeﬁnite leave to
remain.
Entry into the original EU country must
be proven, so if someone has travelled
through mainland European without
being ﬁngerprinted and doesn't appear
in the shared European ﬁngerprint
database, then they cannot be sent
back. If someone already has an asylum
claim underway in another country,
there will be a dialogue between those
two countries about who is responsible.
If an asylum claim in another EU
country has already been unsuccessful,
the claimant has to prove that this
decision was made unfairly or that their
circumstances had changed since the
decision was made.
Migrants coming from Calais, for
example, are likely to have already
made an application there according to
immigration lawyer, Marcia Longdon.
Children can also be transferred under
Dublin Regulations to a member state if
they have relatives living there who are
capable of taking care of them.
If UK leaves the EU with a deal, it will
likely remain part of the regulations
during any agreed-upon transition
period. In the case of no-deal, it will
stop being part of them.
In the past seven days, two small vessels
carrying 23 people were intercepted by a
Border Force cutter before being taken to
immigration ofﬁcials for questioning.
They said they were Iranians, Afghans,
Pakistanis and Filipinos.

Then 24 hours later a boat carrying
18 people near Dungeness, Kent, was
taken to Dover by the Border Force, with
14 presenting themselves as Iranian,
three as Iraqis, and one as Vietnamese.
Around the same time, a boat carrying
23 people was intercepted in the
Channel, with those onboard saying
they were both Iranian and Ethiopian
The Looker took part in a BBC1
Documentary recently with investigative
journalist Colin Campbell, to talk about
the amount of sightings between
Dungeness and Hythe. On the day of
ﬁlming, two separate groups who said
they were from Iran, Iraq and Turkey,
made it to beaches in East Sussex
without being detected at sea, but were
later detained and transferred to
immigration ofﬁcials.
Sightings of both Border Force cutters
are now a very common sight in the
Channel along with night time sightings
of state-of-the-art unmanned drones,
equipped with infrared night image
cameras and heat sensitive detection
devices, in a bid to give authorities a
head start on detecting the boats.
Home Secretary Priti Patel has said: "I
will not let the ruthless gangs of
criminal people smugglers continue to
put lives in danger which is why I'm
doing everything in my power as Home
Secretary to put a stop to these illegal
crossings
Many of the boats that do make it to
our shores appear to have small fuel
tanks which would not carry enough
fuel to make the entire trip, giving rise
to the long held thoughts that the
migrants are being assisted across the
channel to a point where the UK shore
line can be seen, and then sent on their
way by unscrupulous French Fishermen.
If you seen any unusual activity,
members of the public are advised to
call 999 and ask to speak to the
coastguard who will put you through to
Border Force ofﬁcials.
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Art and Cras Exhibion
at Lydd Airport
Over 130 painngs and exhibits
were on show recently at Lydd
Airport when S.A.T.A. held their
Annual Exhibion. S.A.T.A. stands
for Sheila, Anita, Ted & Allan, the
enthusiasts who run the group. They
organise the exhibion and all the
arsts whose work was on show, are
by invitaon and well known to
them and mostly local. There were
16 arsts who exhibited and more
than 200 visitors aended the
exhibion over the two days.

Keith who comes from Hasngs has
done some splendid workshops in
the past which some of the group
have aended. He is the only really
'away' arst.

All the shows are done enrely by the
four arsts and no expenses are
charged. All the sales commission
goes to the 'Air Ambulance' to whom
the group are registered.
The visitors to the Exhibion were
very generous with their donaons to
this worthy cause, which makes it all
worth while.
The group ancipate pung on an
Exhibion next Easter for four days
over the weekend. The recent one in
October was by way of invitaon
from the airport.
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Illegal tobacco seized
at town centre shop
Illegal cigarettes and tobacco
have been seized during a multiagency visit in Folkestone.
The products were found in a town
centre shop during an operation led
by Kent County Council’s (KCC)
Trading Standards team – and
supported by Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (F&HDC) and Kent
Police.
The teams were assisted by sniffer
dogs during the visit last Thursday
(24 October).
In total, 10,720 illegal cigarettes
were conﬁscated and 12.55
kilograms of illegal hand-rolling
tobacco was seized – which has a
combined street value of around
£10,380.
Ofﬁcers found they had been
smuggled into the country from
Europe and Russia, while they also
discovered
other
unlawful
counterfeit products.
Enquiries are ongoing into the
identiﬁed illegal supply of tobacco.
Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee (pictured),
F&HDC Cabinet Member for
Communities and Deputy Leader,
said: “Illegal tobacco can harm
communities so we’re pleased to
have supported this successful
operation and help tackle such
activity taking place in the district.

“Research has proven that illegal
tobacco can be dangerous – as
well as bringing in organised crime
into communities, and encouraging
children to start smoking.”
The visits were carried out as a result
of intelligence gathering, reports
from businesses and residents, as
well as information shared through
the Community Safety Unit and
Kent Police.
Inspector Julien Lawton, from Kent
Police’s Folkestone and Hythe
Community Safety Unit, said: “The
result from this visit demonstrates the
close and effective partnerships we
have with F&HDC and KCC.
“The tobacco products seized are
often supplied by organised crime
groups and we will not tolerate their
presence in Folkestone or anywhere
else in Kent.
“We will continue to support our
partners with their enforcement
activity.”
Shoppers are advised that illegal
cigarette and tobacco packaging
often does not have the correct
health warnings, making them easy
to distinguish.
In addition, anyone found selling
illegal cigarettes and tobacco can
be prosecuted.
A KCC Trading Standards
spokesman said: “Illegal tobacco
brings organised crime into
communities while making smoking
more affordable for young people
and those attempting to quit.
“The visits came as a result of
reports made to KCC Trading
Standards, for which we are very
grateful. Anyone with information
on illegal tobacco can report it
anonymously via stop-illegaltobacco.co.uk or by calling 0300
999 6 999.”

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

www.

.com

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS
INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC
Our quality Work is Guaranteed &
Installed to British & Brett Standard
PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

01797 344266
298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com
Tel:

Mob: 07836
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ONLY A FEW COPIES LEFT

– AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT
New Romney High Street
Through The Years
published in 2017
The book features pictures and
details of the High Street including
the many shops that have served
tthe local community over the years.
64 pages and over 130 photos.
Price £5 inc. postage

Romney Marsh From The Air
R
p
published
in 2015
Romney Marsh as you’ve probably never seen it before.
R
56 pages with over 100 pictures.
5
Price £10 inc. postage
P

Green light for former
Pent Valley school
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
gave the green light for a
proposed new building project to
transform the former Pent Valley
Technical College into a state of the
art new facility for the Turner Free
School.
The building will feature a threestorey main building with major
refurbishments of the existing sports
hall a new three court multi-use
games area (MUGA) playing
pitches and car parking.
The application came before the
council’s planning committee
recently with councillors backing the
ofﬁcer’s
recommendation.
Councillors heard how this was an
exciting proposal to establish a true
state of the art facility for the
Cheriton ward, that would bring this
school in line with other educational
facilities in the area.
The application did have one
objection on the night, with
concerns about intrusion from ﬂood
lighting of the site and the ability to
look into residential gardens from
the third ﬂoor, but ofﬁcers and
committee members were satisﬁed
that these issues would be
overcome with planning conditions.

Available from John Wimble
01797 362295 or johnwimble@aol.com

Dr Jo Saxton, chief executive of
Turner Schools Trust which runs TFS,
spoke at the meeting and said
students are currently working from
the former sports hall and
temporary classrooms. She said the
new building will provide better
science laboratories and art rooms,
a university-style lecture theatre and
a dining hall which will have a 'seat
for everyone'.
Cllr John Collier, ward member for
Cheriton which covers the Tile Kiln
Lane school, also spoke in support
of the scheme. He said: "This is a
very exciting proposal and it can
only beneﬁt the town of Folkestone
and the children who are educated
there."
He added that the agent had tried
to accommodate as many residents
as possible with the proposals, and
that he had hoped Kent County
Council could be persuaded to
impose a 20mph speed limit along
adjoining Ashley Avenue, which is
sometimes used as a 'rat run'.
Cllr Collier also asked if an
additional condition could be
included which would increase the
height of a boundary fence.
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Wind, Speed and Steam
gleaming beauties cut through the
countryside and over the ditches.
The excitement level built up as the
much-loved engines took it in turns
at roaring past each other, drivers
grinning and waving caps as they
chuntered along, with excited
children waving frantically at each
other from the side-by-side
carriages.

ALL PICTURES and words by Kim Gandy

The Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway drew 800 visitors
from all over the country recently when it showcased its very best
locos in an extravaganza of steam and speed. The popular
attraction held an end of season parade, which kicked off on
Saturday morning with a “double parallel” run from New
Romney to Hythe station.
This consisted of two trains, side-byside, each headed with two of the
RHDR’s resident locos; one train
was pulled by Hercules (built
1927), its twin, Samson (also built
1927); the other headed by Green
Goddess (built 1925) and
Hurricane (built 1927).
With whistles tooting and clouds of
steam hissing from their smokeboxes,
the two trains, augmented with an
extra-long line of carriages, made a
dramatic sight as they chugged their
way north-eastwards out of New
Romney, amid the bright autumn
sunlit ﬁelds of sheep, which scuttled,
Page 18

startled, towards the ditches as the
iconic locos built up a collective
head of steam.
An array of cameras and mobile
phones hung out of carriage
windows as children and adults
alike, determined to capture these
moments, ﬁlmed every puff and
whistle.
The thoroughfares that cross the
railway were thronged with visitors
and locals alike, some were
standing in ﬁelds, or in their gardens,
cameras recording every sound and
every excited wave, as the
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It was a different picture completely
when, hours later, the four-headed
loco consisting of The Bug (built
1926), Green Goddess, Hurricane
and Northern Chief (built 1925), left
New Romney Station to make its
way to the Dungeness loop and
back again with a brief stopover at
the wind and rain-lashed Dungeness
station. By now the sky was virtually
black with driving rain and wind
splattering against the carriages, as
the four locos gushed out jets of
moisture, making the whole scene
redolent of Turner’s classic painting,
Wind, Speed and Steam.

The inclement weather just added to
the drama of it all and when the
locos paused, hissing and tooting,
for a breather at Dungeness, curious
passengers braved the rain to take
hundreds of pictures of the still
hissing locos, whilst fascinated
children
hung
onto
their
grandparents’ raincoats, totally rapt
by the display of raw power against
the backdrop of Dungeness’
famous elements and iconic
landmarks.
This made a ﬁtting end to the
railway’s successful summer 2019
series which included such
enthusiasts’ delights as a Fireman
Sam event, a bus rally, a “Romney
Bear Hunt” day and of course, the
railway’s regular part in the
Dungeness RNLI’s annual Open
Day event at the end of the summer.
Earlier, a visitor had arrived at New
Romney station in the form of
Shelagh, of the Eskdale Railway.
Shelagh, a diesel locomotive, was
built in 1969 and has been on loan
to the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway before. She’s
here once again and will remain for
a year, whilst the railway’s own
diesel loco is in for maintenance.
She will join the RHDR’s locos for
next year’s events.

The 13½ mile long railway, ranked
in the top three of Kent visitor
attractions in the recent Kent Tourism
Awards, has many literary
connections, including James Bond
author Ian Fleming, creator of the
book Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. One
of the railway’s creators, Count
Louis Zborowski, was a well-known
racing driver of his day and
ironically, owned and raced the
real Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Mercedes. The RHDR has also been
visited by Laurel and Hardy and
patronised by the Royal Family. It
played a part in the defence of
Romney Marsh in WWII and today
is one of the best-loved attractions
in Kent and the South East.

Upcoming events include the
famous Santa Specials in
November. Full details and booking
at https://www.rhdr.org.uk/
special-events/ or call 01797
362353 or email info@rhdr.org.uk
Special experience days are also
available. Ask about Association
Membership – the advantages are
cheaper travel with year-round
membership and invitations to
special events – also featured on
the website. There is a limited winter
timetable – please check website
for details. The station shops at New
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch are
also great for Christmas gift ideas.
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Great set of events in the
Creave Quarter this month
The Folkestone Creave Quarter is
holding a host of events during this
month with Christmas just around
the corner, including the Christmas
lights switchon, the launch of the
Secret Postcard Show, exhibions,
workshops, performances and
opportunies to get involved this
month! Here is our pick of the crop
of events and creave things to do…

South East Creatives

The Secret Postcard
Show

• Workshops and Mentorship 
Apply now for the the Workshops
and Mentorship programme with
workshops on Saturday 23 and
Saturday 30 November at
digital:glassworks
• Business Growth – Job Creaon
• Grants
• Internship Support
• Digital + Data Experse

Brewery Tap, 53 Tonne Street,
CT20 1JR
Launch: Thursday 14 November |
58pm. Open: Friday 15Sunday 24
November | 10am5pm
The Creave Quarter's Secret
Postcard Show returns for its fourth
year. Inspired by the longestablished
RCA show, arsts, designers and
makers are invited to create new,
thoughtprovoking work in the form
of a postcard.
Every original artwork will be
available to purchase for £30 each,
with money raised donated to a local
charity. All the artworks are
anonymously displayed but expect to
see lots of familiar arsts. Arrive early
to avoid disappointment.
If you would like to submit one or
two original artworks, pick up a pack
from Folkestone Quarterhouse box
oﬃce (open Monday  Saturday,
10am5pm) and return your
completed work no later than 5pm
on Tuesday 5 November.

Christmas Lights
Switch-on
The Old High Street
Fri 15 November | 5.30pm
Dig out your fesve jumper, get
Bublé back on your playlist and join

Creave Folkestone is delighted to
be the Folkestone Cultural Hub for
South East Creaves [SECCADS], a
project supporng the growth and
sustainability of the creave, cultural
and digital sectors in the South East.
Businesses can opt for one of the
following programmes:

• The Secret Postcard Show

us for the Creave Quarter
Christmas lights switchon!
What beer way to kick oﬀ the
fesve season in Folkestone's
Creave Quarter, than with an
evening of light, song and cheer.
We're delighted to be joined by
Booker Prizewinning author Ben
Okri, who will be counng us down
to the big switchon and launch of
this year's Book Fesval.

Terence Wilde is a wellestablished
arst working in diﬀerent media. He
will be showing his ﬁgurave ceramic
sculptures, acrylic painngs and
drawings alongside and conversing
with Katy Murray's sculptural vessels.
All work is available to buy.

Dame Emma Kirkby in
conversation with
Donald MacLeod
Customs House, Folkestone
Harbour Staon
Thursday 14 November | 7pm |
£10 on the door

To get you in the fesve spirit, local
choirs and bands will be bringing the
streets to life with song; our creave
businesses will be stunning crowds
with their Christmas window
displays; and shops will have
extended opening hours  perfect for
a spot of Christmas shopping!

Folkestone Early Music presents the
great soprano Dame Emma Kirkby in
conversaon with Donald MacLeod
(presenter of BBC Radio 3's
Composer of the Week) and singing
some favourite Purcell songs with
Asako Morikawa (viola da gamba).

Saudade: Mixed media
show by Katy Phillips &
Terence Wilde
The Stables, 3537 Tonne Street,
CT20 1JT
Tuesday 5Saturday 30 November
Katy Phillips is a ceramic arst
working at The Stables studios. Her

• Creave Christmas Lights
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work is drawn from a response to
emoons and forms, she makes
sculptural ceramic vessels.
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• Saudade Mixed Media

Folkeshare Timebank!
Folkeshare is a Timebank, created to
beneﬁt the residents of Folkestone
and Hythe. It incenvises volunteers
 for every hour you give, you will
receive a me credit. Each me credit
is worth one hour and can be used to
access services provided by other
local people and businesses who are
involved in the me bank.
If you give an hour helping Doris with
her garden in East Cliﬀ or doing some
DIY for us at Custom, you gain a me
credit. You could ‘spend’ that geng
an hour’s massage from trainee Tom or
an hour’s German lesson from rered
teacher Katharina, who in turn would
gain a me credit that she might spend
having a meal at Custom .... and so the
network develops.

• Dame Emma Kirby
Emma Kirkby is one of the world's
most renowned early music
specialists, praised for ‘radically
changing the music of our me’ with
her disncve voice. In 1999 she was
voted Arst of the Year by Classic FM
listeners and in 2007 BBC Music
Magazine placed her at number 10 in
a list of ‘the twenty greatest
sopranos’. Recently she was given the
Lifeme Achievement Award in the
Gramophone Classical Music Awards.
For further informaon on these
and lots of other events, check:
hps://www.creavefolkestone.org.
uk/whatson/

Power of the MIND
Power Station does its bit for
local Mental Health Charity
Photos by Wayne Smith

Teams of workers got together to
raise money for the Mental Health
Charity MIND last month as part
of the Mental Health Awareness
month at the Magnox Dungeness
‘A’ Power Station.
Along with many other businesses
nationwide, Magnox has been
taking mental health very seriously
over the past few years and has
been allocated mental health
ofﬁcers who actively promote an
open door policy for staff and
contractors on the site, to talk and
assist anyone who could be
suffering from issues that could be
affecting their well-being.
Lee Elliot who has worked at the
station for 30 years told The Looker:
“We wanted to do something more
than have collection buckets in the
work’s canteen, so we decided to
have a charity football match
between full time staff and

contractors. We really could not
believe how willing all the partner
contractors on the site were to
take part.”
The football match took place on a
less than perfect rainy night, but
along with contributions they raised
over £3,000 for the local charity
‘Folkestone and District Mind’.
The charity started its work in 1988
and is afﬁliated to National Mind
but is run independently and is
working with a number of local
companies and organisations to
help spread the mental health
message.
Adam Colthorpe the Director of
Communications was on hand to
collect the donation and told The
Looker: “Basically we’re here to
make sure anyone with a mental
health problem has somewhere to
turn for advice and support.
Folkestone & District Mind’s purpose
is to promote better mental health

and well-being across Southeast
Kent. What all the team have done
at the power station is an example
of how mental health is being taken
seriously within the workplace and
is a great example to many other
companies to ensure the well-being
of employees and contractors. This
money will help to make a big
difference on a local level.
The charity aims to promote the
preservation and the safeguarding
of mental health and the relief of
persons suffering from mental health
disorders including people troubled
with suicide.”
Lee Elliot said: “We did not really
know how many of the team at the
site would like to get involved, but
we were blown away with the
support we had. I would like to
make a special mention to our
contractors on the site who readily

gave up their time to take part.
Originally we hoped to have a
Magnox versus Contractors game
but ended up being a mix of
Magnox and Contractors but one
side was made up with players from
the largest contractor Erith. They put
up a strong game and took a 3-0
lead soon after the start of the
game, but following a fresh charge
after a ‘pep talk’, they lost to the
station side which was also made
up of other contractors from Nuvia,
Rawise and Capita.”

He added: “We have to also thank
key staff who played a big part in
fund raising including Craig Struby
and Karen Jepps and of course
Lydd Town Football Club who
hosted the event.”
The Magnox station aim to continue
working with the Folkestone and
District Mind charity and have
already started thinking about not
only a return match next May
during the next National
Fundraising month, but also other
challenges including a Looker
organised Golf Day with other local
businesses and organisations.
Pictured in the cheque presentation
are (left to right) Tom Brunton - Site
Mental Health First Aid, Ashley
Lancaster - Erith Contractor, Adam
Colthorpe - Mind Communications
Director, Tom McMahnon - Station
Team Captain and Lee Elliott Fundraiser.
To ﬁnd out more about Folkestone
and District Mind go to their website:
www.folkestonemind.org.uk
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G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING
www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

Have a hand made, homemade, Christmas
While it can irritating for some to
see Christmas goodies in the shops
in October, Teach Me makes no
excuse for rolling out its Christmas
programme early. There are so
many festive arts and crafts to pack
in before Christmas that the
schedule starts on 14th November.

printing, the other silk painting.
There’s nothing like giving a personal
card – especially one you made.
New for this year is ﬂavoured gin
making, which is very on trend if you
look at the supermarket shelves.
Learn about ﬂavouring infusions to
make a variety of different tasting
libations. You also get to decorate
your own bottles to make ideal gifts
– if you bear to part with them. There
are two workshops to choose from.
Christmas sack decorating is great
fun and very therapeutic. You can
used stamps, screens or lino cut
blocks to print your patterns onto
canvas Santa sacks.

The idea behind the Christmas
programme is to allow people to
make their own seasonal goodies
or to make the ultimate in personal
gifts for friends and family. The
workshops take place in Teach
Me’s modern studios that are
decked out in a yuletide theme.

Festive refreshments are served all
day and there is a splendid lunch
provided on all day long courses.
Tea and mince pies are served
before the visitors leave with the
amazing things they’ve made.
There are two Christmas card crafts
on offer, one using lino cut block

Various stained glass workshops
have a Christmas theme. To start
there is a session where you can
learn to paint a stag motif and then
create a mercury glass effect that is
simply stunning. A stained glass
appliqué workshop shows you how
to make an incredible colourful light
catcher on a Christmas theme. The
appliqué process is rather like
mosaics and doesn’t require precise
cutting. The process is both relaxing
and therapeutic and the results are
always astounding.

This year for the ﬁrst time Teach Me
is delivering a workshop in which
you can make a complete tea light
village from paper. It’s much easier
than you’d think and the end result
is a fabulous decoration that we
guarantee you’ll not see anywhere
else (unless you visit the home of
another course participant!).
Teach Me’s silver offer for Christmas
gives you the chance to make silver
clay objects as well as traditional
silver smith’s jewellery. You can make

tremendous gifts for family or close
friends. There are two dates on offer.
The Christmas Foodie Feast is being
rolled out for the second year,
following the success of last year.
Two dates are offered on which you
can learn to make traditional
goodies from scratch. We’ll be
making
mincemeat,
cakes,
chocolate treats and much more in
a festive setting.

The full programme is below.
Simply visit
www.teachmecourses.co.uk
or call 01797 364366 or
07770 347616 to book your places.
NOVEMBER 2019
14th November –
CHRISTMAS SACK DECORATING
15th November –
SPIRIT OF THE SEASON –
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE MAKING
16th November –
SILK PAINTING CHRISTMAS CARDS
20th November –
SILVER CHRISTMAS CHARMS
21st November –
CHRISTMAS CARD PRINTING WITH
LINO
23rd November –
CHRISTMAS STAINED GLASS
APPLIQUE
24th November –
SPIRIT OF THE SEASON –
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE MAKING
26th November –
XMAS MERCURY GLASS STAG &
COASTERS
27th November –
SILVER CLAY JEWELLERY MAKING
AND SILVER SMITHING
28th November –
CHRISTMAS BUNTING
29th November –
CHRISTMAS TEA LIGHT VILLAGE
AND POP-UP CARDS
DECEMBER 2019
1st December –
SILVER GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS
6th December –
SHABBY CHIC CHRISTMAS BUNTING
7th December –
CHRISTMAS FOODIE FEAST
8th December –
CHRISTMAS FOODIE FEAST
12th December –
CHRISTMAS SCREEN PRINTING
APRONS & TEA TOWELS
15th December –
CHRISTMAS CHOCOLATE MAKING
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Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
CONCERT, 16th November at 7pm
Lydd Town Council is delighted to
announce that its Band Concert will
be performed by the Band of the
Brigade of Gurkhas for the second
year running and take place at 7pm
on Saturday 16th November in All
Saints’ Church, High Street Lydd.
Tickets are available during opening
hours Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday 9am unl 12.30pm from
Lydd Town Council at the Guild Hall,
13 High Street Lydd. We are
requesng donaons for the ckets
and raﬄe prizes and the proceeds
will be donated by Lydd Town
Council to the Gurkha Welfare Trust.

This year (2019) marks ﬁy years of
The Gurkha Welfare Trust in Nepal. In
the late 1960’s it became apparent
that a great number of Gurkha
veterans and their dependants in
Nepal were facing destuon. Many
had served in WW2, but not
completed the minimum 15 years to
qualify for a Brish Army Pension. A
public appeal was launched and today,
50 years on with the incredible
support of the Brish Public the Trust
connues to support Gurkha veterans
and their communies in Nepal.
Thousands of Gurkha veterans and
their families now receive a
guaranteed monthly income, have a
roof over their head, have medical
assistance and live in communies

who have vital access to clean water
and educaon.
Last year the Lydd Town Christmas
Concert raised a brilliant £2000
towards the work of the Trust in
2018. To put this into perspecve
£1,350 is the average annual cost of
a motorbike, allowing the Trust’s
teams to reach the homes of their
beneﬁciaries to provide vital care. In
addion, the average cost of fuel for
these bikes is £232 month so the
concert last year could have paid for
nearly 9 months fuel.
They also connue to provide a
Welfare Pension, currently £984 year
that is distributed to impoverished
Gurkha veterans or veterans who are
not eligible for the standard Army
pension. This is for some their only
income.
Please help Lydd Town Council beat
the target of £2,000 by aending the
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas
Concert on 16th November and
giving generously when you collect
your ckets from the Guild Hall.
The band was ﬁrst raised in 1859 as
part of an Indian Army Gurkha
Regiment called the Sirmoor Riﬂe
Regiment but when India was
paroned in 1947 and the 2nd
Gurkha Regiment chose to aﬃliate
with Britain the band members all
stayed in India. In 1949 sancon was
given to raise the Band again and 56
recruits were given musical
instrucon. In May 1951 Captain JPC
Bailey MBE was appointed as the
ﬁrst Director of Music. From that day
forward they have delighted crowds
with their fast and slick marching
displays, lively concert music, ethnic
Nepali folk tunes and colourful
tradional dances.

The band has travelled extensively
throughout the world. Australia,
Brunei, Canada, South Korea and
Malaya were visited in the 70’s and
more recently the Solomon Islands,
Falkland Islands, France, Canada,
Korea, Germany, Cyprus, Belgium and
Australia. Today, musicians are
recruited into the Band aer their
basic military training. Inial music

instrucon then commences, ﬁrst
under the supervision of the Director
of Music then aer approximately
four years at the Royal Military School
of Music, Kneller Hall in London.
Operaonal tours include Op
Palane (Bosnia) in 2000 –1 and Op
Fingal (Afghanistan) in 2002.

More recently the Band has toured
Nepal, Germany and also includes
the 46th Internaonal Pilgrimage to
Lourdes, QBPs at the Ambassador’s
residences in Luxembourg, Brussels
and Dusseldorf, the 23rd NATO
Fesval of Music, service at the
Bale of Somme memorial, Thiepval
France, the Nijmegen Marches,
Berlin, Nice, the USA for the
Internaonal Military Taoo, Cyprus,
India and now the Lydd Town Council
band concert for the second year
running. Lydd Town Council would
like to thank Major Rick Beven for all
his assistance.
Wednesday 6th November 2019
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Whistle Stop Tour of Railways
in Northern Europe

TRAIN TALES – by Doug & Peter Richards
In 1998, we took full
advantage of our European rail
travel tickets travelling to
Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg
and Germany in ﬁve days!
We began travelling on a
Eurostar service from Waterloo
to Brussels.
After a punctual arrival at Brussels
Midi, we looked for the service to Gent
St. Peters where we were booked into
a small hotel for the ﬁrst night. Gent
was about 45 minutes journey time
away.
Our train to Gent was double-headed
due to a loco failure and it was raining
when we arrived. After locating our
hotel which was only ﬁve minutes
away from the station, we caught one
of the numerous trams into the city
centre where a festival was taking
place.
Next day we set off for Antwerp where
the station building was more like a
cathedral than a railway station. We
changed trains there and boarded a
Dutch train for the next leg of our tour
to Rotterdam. The station there was a
modern unimpressive structure,
probably rebuilt after damage in
WW2 but since our visit, the station
has been totally rebuilt into a new
impressive modern structure. We had
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to change again at Rotterdam to get
us to Utrecht where we hoped to visit
their National Railway Museum, but it
was closed. After a couple of hours in
the town, we boarded a doubledecker train for the journey to
Amsterdam and the view from the
upper deck was superb. The line
followed a waterway/canal on which
we passed dozens of giant barges.
We stayed long enough at Amsterdam
station to observe the rush hour and
were fascinated how punctual the
departures were with excellent
indicator advice to passengers. Just
before 6 p.m. we boarded our ‘Thalys’
train direct to Brussels for which we
had already made a reservation and
paid our supplementary charge for this
prestige service and then back to
Gent.
Next day we went to Luxembourg via
Liege where we had to change to
catch the local slow service. This was
down a heavily wooded valley
through the Ardennes and the single
line passed some superb scenery,
calling at a number of small towns enroute as well as halts virtually in the
middle of nowhere! After three hours,
we arrived at the old city of
Luxembourg. The station was fairly
quiet and evidence of the past could

Wednesday 6th November 2019

be seen with two large roundhouses
for steam locos. At the end of the
afternoon, we boarded a inter-city
multiple unit for the journey back to
Brussels. Our return was a faster route
via Namur which skirted the Ardennes.
For the second day running, we caught
the train to Liege but carried on to the
border town of Aachen in Germany.
The scenery to the German border was
particularly attractive with many
bridges and tunnels. On arrival at
Aachen, our loco was replaced by a
DB electric loco and in no time at all,
we had reached Cologne. Cologne
station seemed a dirty congested
place but was very busy with
passengers. We carried on to Frankfurt
via Bonn, Koblenz and Mainz and the
route followed the River Rhine and it
must be one of the most scenic routes
in Germany, with fairy tale castles
perched on the top of hills and
mountains. We arrived in Frankfurt in
pouring rain and were amazed at the
size of the station, one of the largest
terminal
stations
that
we had seen. We quickly found our
hotel close to the station and after
having something to eat, we went
back to the station to observe the
operations for the evening. There
were many different classes of locos
to be seen including the famous

ICE trains (Inter-Continental Express).
The following day after an early
breakfast, we made our way to the
station to catch the our train back to
Brussels. In one of the platforms was a
rake of vintage coaches headed by a
steam loco. This was one of the ‘Bahn
Tours’ that are run using a variety of
steam locos, mainly for tourists. If we
had realised this, we would have
planned an additional day to go on
one of these trips.
Our journey back along the Rhine was
in sunshine and there was plenty to
look at. At Cologne, we had time for a
quick look at the massive Cathedral
which was alongside the station,
before catching our train to Brussels.
We arrived at Brussels Midi right on
time, incidentally all the trains we had
travelled on the previous four days had
all departed and arrived as scheduled,
and after a short wait we boarded the
Eurostar for the journey back to
Waterloo. We arrived 10 minutes late
after we were delayed going through
the tunnel. A lot of miles/kilometres
covered in ﬁve days but very
enjoyable and one of the best
investments we made before we
travelled was a £4.95 ‘Thomas Cook
Rail Map of Europe’, which proved
invaluable as we moved about.

GARDENERS’
CORNER

Gardeners cannot resist plants in
any shape or form, but how many of
us are disciplined enough to keep a
record of our unplanned purchases?

Recording the
seasons and reasons

Certainly not Debbie Ward.

Whatever did we gardeners
do before smartphones?
We are constantly reminded by
the likes of Titchmarsh and Don
that we are not proper
gardeners if we don’t have a
proper perfect-bound notebook
with a pencil tied to it with
string to record every plant
planted, seed sown and prunus
pruned. Notes must be taken of
times, dates, places and moon
cycles. After a few hours’ toil in
the garden the last thing I want
is homework.
Social media, used properly, is a
godsend for the gardener. We
moved to the new garden in
September last year and
photographed everything. Much
was posted to Facebook. Now,
this particular social media
platform is largely inhabited by
trolls, but they can easily be

avoided by simply posting and
not reading. Keep friends to a
minimum and all Mr Zuckerberg’s
notifications will be about the
garden. The last two months
have been full of photos
popping up to show what the
garden looked like last year. It is
so easy to simply look out of the
window and see the progress
that has been made. (Or it would
be if it would stop raining.
October saw three times as
much rain fall than September.)
At this time of year a little
imagination is required. Friends
arriving for lunch recently
brought some boxes of
Waitrose bulbs instead of
flowers. I must point out that
these friends keep a keen eye
on our garden from their
Hertfordshire plot – north
facing, poor things – via
Instagram and know that it is

bulb planting season. Their gift
was very welcome, despite the
bulbs being English bluebells
and snowdrops, two plants that
prefer not being dried and put
in a box until autumn, but we
shall see.
I remember some snowdrops
coming up last year but not
bluebells. Opening the photos
app and scrolling back to late
spring is a breeze and there was
not a bluebell in sight. In the
last place the delightfully
delicate English bluebell was
soon overtaken the Spanish
thugs. Bluebells are quite
promiscuous and the pure
English are quick to disappear.
These little bulbs will be
planted under the roses. They
will not like the summer sun but
the thick rose hedge will protect
them and I will be able to enjoy
them from my study.

As for the snowdrops, they are
earmarked for a wide and
shallow terracotta pot, one that
is frostproof. I will mix leaf
mould with some peat free
compost, plant the little bulbs
and put it under a deciduous
hedge. This way, if they don’t
come up, the pot will remind
me of the fact. And if they do, I
shall be delighted, enjoy them
and when they have finished
flowering transfer them “in the
green” as they prefer, to the
spot where the pot sat.
Of course, all this will be
photographed and posted
online, so should I forget in
2021 where my friends’ gift
ended up, Facebook and
Instagram will be there with
timely reminders.
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DUNGENESS




Okay, you asked for it – after Lookerland was weeping into the dykes
whilst still picking up humanity’s detritus on the Marsh, Eric Brown is back
again with his much awaited column to update us on what efforts are being
made to make our lives cleaner – go Eric…(and everyone else!)
We did it!
Back in September on a lovely sunny morning with just a light coastal breeze,
members of Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh took part in one of the
biggest clean-ups the world has ever seen.
World Clean-up Day, Saturday 21st September 2019 involved 180 countries
and more than 20 million people who all took part in one mass clean-up
operation. Many tonnes of rubbish were collected during an epic 36-hour
wave of clean-ups which swept across the shores and landscape of the globe
– starting in the Paciﬁc Islands of Fiji and onto New Zealand then moving
right around the world working its way across multiple time zones before
ending the day in Hawaii.
World Clean-up Day harnesses the power of the individual, like the members
of our group, to achieve incredible change, simply by joining together. Its
beauty lies in co-operation and collaboration - building bridges between
disparate communities and involving all levels of society.
Our group had ambitious plans for this special day and set the bar high,
planning to clear ten miles of our magniﬁcent coastline from Dungeness right
through to Sandgate. We set up nine evenly spaced meeting points along
the coast to distribute litter picking equipment to our wonderful volunteers
who turned up and played their part in this global clean-up event.
This was a magniﬁcent day for our planet and one that should be celebrated
for what was achieved, but like dogs for Christmas, litter-picking isn’t just
about one day a year. We really must keep our countryside, coastline and
streets clean to restore our environment and wildlife back to its original natural
state of health and beauty.
World Clean-up Day will take place at the same time next year, look out for
our Facebook ad if you’d like to join us and be part of this incredible global
event alongside ‘Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh’.
In the meantime let’s focus on our local communities, if we all play a part in
picking up litter wherever we go, and always dispose of our rubbish in the
most appropriate way we will help to ‘Keep Britain Tidy’. Help make our
world a cleaner, brighter, better place to live, not just for us but for future
generations.
Date for your diary, Sunday 17th November we will be supporting Littlestone
RNLI with a beach clean, meeting Coast Drive TN28 8NR at 10am, all
equipment provided with refreshments afterwards.
Email Litterpickingwatch@icloud.com for any information or take a look at
our Facebook page
GOT THE MESSAGE?! If not, then you may well need to read Eric’s next
message during the pre-Christmas furore on December 4th..!

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD
Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS
Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

EDITOR’S WORD

Welcome to Issue 236!
Well the weather has certainly been interesng over
the past two weeks! From one of the windiest and
weest days for the year at the beginning of
November to bright sunshine and 16 degrees,
24 hours later! There certainly is a lot of change in the
climate with the polical climate heang up as well.
The Prime minister has ﬁnally got his way and been
gied a General Elecon on the 12th December. This
has got all the local polical pares francally ﬁnding a
candidate to take the bale to Damian Collins, who
has stated that despite talk that you could put a blue
rosee on a frog and it could get elected in the
Folkestone & Hythe District, there could be some sﬀ
compeon.

Budgeting Tips

or “making your pennies work harder”
DOING A BUDGET. This may sound high powered, but it isn’t. It is just
writing down your income, and outgoings. Do it for a whole month.
Surprising how many people have no idea whether their spending equals
their income! Just get a piece of paper, or a notebook, or do it on your
computer or phone spread sheet if you are tech savvy! It doesn’t matter
how rich or poor you are- everyone can get in a muddle with money if
they don’t know how to budget.
Just make 2 columns, and in the ﬁrst one put down all your income; wages,
beneﬁts, and any money that comes in regularly. In the other column write
down all that you spend money on. This will include your rent or mortgage,
(always number 1 expense) council tax, insurances, keeping a car on the road
(minimum of £100 a week) food, clothes, shoes, work related travelling
expenses, repayments on loans and credit cards, etc. Keep this list handy, you
will keep thinking of things to put down. It will probably be quite frightening,
and make you stop and think. Tot up the expenditure with a calculator.
If you are spending a lot more than is coming in, you may be heading for
trouble. So now is a good time to stop and rethink some of your spending,
and if necessary transfer it from “essentials”, to “luxuries” Debt is the biggest
cause of misery, mental ill health, suicide and relationship break-up in our
country. You probably enjoy many of the things you do, like holidays, beauty
treatments, gym membership, or high end dressing, and it would be hard to
give them up. But for you and your loved ones future happiness, it is worth
starting to think about it. It is worth spending time balancing that “budget!”
More next time.

Regardless of what is said, for many this general
elecon will be about a deﬁned end to Brexit. With
three of the major pares either against it (Liberal,
Labour and Green Party) and the Conservave party
determined to leave the EU. The one ﬂy in the
ointment would be if the Brexit Party put a candidate
up in favour of a no deal Brexit which could split the
vote. There has never been a more varied polical
picture to the district. In the next edion, The Looker
is giving any candidate standing in the General
Elecon a chance to let our readers know what they
are standing for.
We also hope to give you a comprehensive guide to all
the polling staons in the district (as many have
moved since the May local elecons). We would also
like to remind you that should it be a concern about
aending the polling staons, it is not too late to
register for either postal vong or proxy vong, all the
informaon on this can be found inside.
Well, Andrew South has had a much needed holiday
for the past week, but this edion has a selecon of
the local news and events going on across the district.
From the next edion there might be a few subtle
diﬀerences to the paper as it is run by a new company
called The Looker Newspaper Ltd. This is because we
have expanded quite rapidly and wanted to secure the
longevity of what is the district’s largest and favourite
publicaon. We now oﬀer superb opportunies for
adversing your business. To ﬁnd out how easy it is to
adverse in The Looker, give our sales team a call on
01797364837.
In the next edion, we hope to have Jan Holben back
with us aer her recent extended holiday and Andrew
South will be back at his editor’s desk wring up all
the news and views of our district.
Unl next me, Happy Reading.

David Wimble, Editor The Looker
Wednesday 6th November 2019
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN

Since Boris Johnson became Prime Minister in July he
has transformed the Brexit negotiations and delivered
two things which many people said would be impossible.
Firstly, to get the European Union to agree to re-open the
withdrawal agreement to further negotiation, and then through that
process to secure a new deal without the backstop provisions,
which could have locked us into most of the EU’s customs and
single market rules indefinitely. Then in October, the government
secured the agreement of the House of Commons to introduce the
legislation to take us out of the EU under the terms of this new
deal; again, this was the first time since the referendum that MPs
have given their in-principle support to the withdrawal agreement.
Boris Johnson and his team have done everything under their legal
powers to secure Britain’s exit from the European Union by
31st October.
However, at key moments parliament has sought to slow down
and frustrate this process, not by rejecting the government’s
withdrawal agreement outright, but by slowing down its passage
through parliament and requiring via a change to the law that an
extension to the negotiating process be achieved. The European
Union has proposed that this be set for 31st January next year. It
is wrong for parliament to keep saying that in principle it supports
Brexit, but then doing everything it can to frustrate and delay it. It
is clear that the only way we can break this cycle is to hold a
general election and give the people the chance to elect a new
House of Commons, that will get Brexit done with no more delay.
When that election comes, and I hope it is sooner rather than later,
I will be standing for re-election as Member of Parliament for
Folkestone and Hythe committed to making sure that we deliver
on Brexit at the earliest possible opportunity.
The government has also announced a new policy to improve
mobile phone coverage in rural communities. This will benefit
people living in areas like the North Down and Elham Valley in
particular. Mobile phones have become an essential life tool for
people young and old. As well as making calls we organise our
lives through mobile devices, whether or not we are at home or
out and about. In the winter months in particular it’s important
that people can make phone calls on road sides in rural areas in
case of accidents or break down. The government has set the target
for 95% of the UK to receive high-quality 4G mobile signal
coverage by 2025. To help achieve this the government is
proposing a deal with the UK Mobile Network Operators to
provide additional coverage to 280,000 homes and businesses and
along nearly 10,000 miles of roads. For the first time the four
mobile operators, EE, O2, Three and Vodafone have agreed that
they will share masts in rural areas. They are also proposing an
additional £530million investment in new infrastructure, which
the government could support with an additional £500million in
public money. This is an excellent initiative which will deliver a
greatly improved service for all mobile users to enjoy in
rural areas.
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Ron & Margaret Weaver
celebrated their

60th Wedding Anniversary
on the 10th October

They started their married life in Lydd before
moving to Littlestone where they still live.
Much love & congratulations from all the family!
xx

LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,

Dear Looker,

I am wring about Andrew South’s arcle in Issue 235 in
which he describes the involvement of Councillor Treloar in
the disgraceful ancs of the Exncon Rebellion group in
London recently. What parcularly annoys me is the ﬁnal
paragraph of the arcle in which he states the Prime Minister
has been found guilty in the Highest Court in the land of
misleading the naon and our Sovereign.

Where have you been all my life! I picked up a copy of The
Looker from the Leas Cliﬀ Hall last Wednesday and thought it
was quite a quirky magazine and frankly a blooming good
read.

The statement by Mr South is untrue, a complete twisng of
the facts and clearly a personal polical view. Up to now I
have always found The Looker to be reasonably neutral.
Although it may be appropriate to report on Councillor
Treloar’s ancs in The Looker I am surprised and totally
disgusted that you have allowed the ﬁnal paragraph to be
printed as it is clearly polical in its intent!
If Mr South wishes to pursue his own polical agenda he
should not be allowed to do so through The Looker.

I have since been on your website and discovered that it
comes out every two weeks and has been for the last 8 or
9 years. I have showed it to my friends and must really
congratulate you on what is a superb news magazine for
Folkestone and our district.
In a me when the Folkestone Herald should really be called
the Dover Herald and the Kensh Express seems to be all
about Ashford? I think it is a very commendable publicaon!
I especially enjoyed the Marsh Memories and the quirkiness of
Mrs P (can I have a glass of whatever she has been drinking)
but overall it is a great balance of News and ‘Local Stories’
Long may it connue.
It would be good if you could include some sport for Folkestone
in future edions? I am sure some young sporng scribe would
love the opportunity of geng their work published.

I Trust that you will be taking appropriate acon to ensure
that this type of polical remark is not repeated. This is
most important as we are to have a General Elecon in the
near future.

Keep up the excellent work

Yours Faithfully,

Spencer Barrington, Folkestone

CDC, Lydd on Sea

Dear Looker,
I felt I had to write aer reading about the heartbreaking story
in the last edion of your publicaon. How very sad, that due
to an administraon error the local chap cannot be united
with his wife (*lead story)
It seems too much to ask for common sense to prevail and the
Home Oﬃce to allow the couple to live together, Without
trying to be sensaonalist I just think it is a bit rich that just
because you choose to come to our country by way of illegal
entry by boat you not only gain right of entry, but you also get
food and shelter.
It’s about me we got our priories right. I wish them a long
and happy future together.
Shirley P Moore, Hythe

Dear Looker,
I am wring to you to enquire if Councillor Treloar will sll be
campaigning to represent The Green Party in the future up
and coming Elecon.
As I understand it, she was arrested on a civil unrest charge.
Should this be so, I believe this makes her not unsuitable but
also un able to register for a place in oﬃce? As it clearly states
on the registraon form about any criminal charges.
Even if she is not charged, I believe this is a ‘marker’ to the
lengths that our representaves will try and go too and
promotes anarchy. I hope the Green Party put a more worth
and respec ul candidate forward, It would be nice to see
Marn Wybrow stand as I am sure he, through his track
record would give Damian Collins a run for his money! Ms
Treloar is a disgrace to the Party that she represents and will
no longer be geng my support.
Bethy Courage, Hythe

Wednesday 6th November 2019

Page 31

LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL
ALL
Lydd Town 07 Beckenham Town
wn
A heavy defeat for the Lydders in the Ke
K
Kent
nt Senior
Trophy but they could console themselves
ves with the
fact that they were playing the
runaway leaders of the Premierr
Division of the Southern Counes
League, a er above them.

New Romney 14 Ashford FC
A disappoinng result for New Romney in this Kent Intermediate Challenge
Shield game as the visitors are in a lower league. New Romney scored ﬁrst
with Roy Godden ﬁnding the net aer just two minutes. Just before halfme
the visitors equalised and they scored another just aer the break. Although
the Marsh side pressed, Ashford FC scored twice more before the end to
progress to the last eight of the compeon.

Lordswood Res 31 Lydd Town Res
Yet another defeat for the Lydd second string in this County League match.
They are currently just two points oﬀ the boom of the table aer four games.
Tom Morgans scored their only goal.

Lydd Town 14 Holmsdale
Two home defeats in a row and the Lydders are going through a bad period at the
moment. The visitors went two goals up in this Southern Counes League game
before Owen McKessack pulled one back on the stroke of halfme. However,
Holmsdale scored two more just before the end to claim the three points.

New Romney 21 Ide Hill
A welcome home win for New Romney and three points in this County League
game. Roy Godden and Billy WierSomerville scored for the Marsh side.

Hollands & Blair Res 31 Lydd Town Res
Another defeat for Lydd’s Reserves and they ﬁnd themselves in the boom
three of the County League table. Rhys Morison scored the Lydders goal.

Staplehurst United 31 New Romney Res
Their ﬁrst game for a couple of weeks saw New Romney Reserves go down
31 away to Staplehurst with Jacob Skillin scoring for the Marsh side.

Lydd Grasshoppers 26 Aldington
Aldington moved up to second place in the Sunday League Division One
league table as they returned from their trip to Lydd Grasshoppers 62
winners. Ma Moon opened the scoring for the visitors in the tenth minute
before he set up strike partner Alex Williams to double their lead ﬁve minutes
later as Aldington took control early in the game. Aurin Johnson soon pulled a
goal back for the hosts taking advantage of some sloppy defending by the
away side, only for Chris Cryer to restore Aldington’s two goal lead making it
31 at the break scoring with a great ﬁnish in the top corner.
Ryan Norman run onto to Williams’ pass to score Aldington’s fourth before
Norman turned provider to set up Ben Hunt to make it 52 as Aldington started
the second period as they had ﬁnished the ﬁrst, and Hunt almost scored a
second when his superbly hit volley was brilliantly saved by home goalkeeper
Gary Maker. Grasshoppers pulled a second goal back through Joe Lehmann’s
headed eﬀort before Moon scored his second of the morning and Aldington’s
sixth late on to wrap up the points curling his free kick past the goalkeeper.

CRAFT FAIR
Saturday 9th November
VICTORY HALL TN26 2NJ
11.30am - 3.30pm
LOTS OF VARIED CRAFTS READY FOR
CHRISTMAS GIFTS. ALSO SERVING SOUP AND
ROLLS, HOMEMADE CAKES, TEA AND COFFEE
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 7th November
Lydd Meeng Point, Hardy Hall, 10am
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10.15am
Pebbles Demena Café, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10.30am
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30pm

Friday 8th November
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 10am
The Seaside Singers, Romney Marsh Day
Centre, 11am
St. Mary's Bay Art Group, Village Hall, 1pm
4pm
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2pm4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm (7
10 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30pm
7.30pm
Hobby Horse Race Night, New Romney
Scouts Hut, 7pm (Tickets 07342945478)
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (1115 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 9th November
Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10am
Community Market, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am12pm
Christmas Market, Dymchurch Village Hall,
10am2pm
Coﬀee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10.30am12.30pm
Lydd Twinning Curry & Quiz Night, George
Hotel, 7pm (Tickets from Lyons Outﬁers)

Charity Barn Dance, St. Mary’s Bay Church
Hall, 7.30pm (Tickets 01797369464)
New Romney Counselling Services Charity
Comedy Showcase, London Beach Hotel,
Tenterden, 7.30pm (Comedy + meal £40)

Monday 11th November
Craers & Kniers, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10am
Dymchurch Meeng Point, Methodist
Church, 10am
Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15pm3.45pm
New Romney 65 Club, Presco House,
Rolfe Lane, 2pm
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30pm

Tuesday 12th November
Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10am
Greatstone Meeng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am
Exercise/Movement to Music, St. Mary's
Bay Village Hall, 10.15am
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1pm
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney, 5.30pm
7pm
Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 6.30pm (16 years
plus)
New Romney Cra Group, Old School, 7pm

Wednesday 13th November
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30am1pm
Romney Marsh Walking Society, Lyminge
Forest Car Park, 10am (4 miles)
Purly Girlies for Kniers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm

Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,
LyddonSea, 2pm4pm
Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 2pm
Country Mice Needle Cra Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Friday 15th November
Live Music, Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh,
9pm
Saturday 16th November
Book Sale, St. Nicholas Church, New
Romney, 10am
Christmas Fayre, New Romney Day Centre,
10am12pm
Xmas Market, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10am12pm
Christmas Market, St. Mary’s Bay Hall,
10am12pm
Romney Marsh Community Church Book
Swap, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 2pm4pm
Band Concert, All Saints’ Church, Lydd, 7pm
(Tickets from the Guild Hall)

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
Thursdays: Footcare 9am4pm; Tai Chi
9.30am; Seated Tai Chi 11am12noon
Fridays: Hearing Aid baery service 9am
11am; Footcare 9am4pm; Tone Up &
Tighten Up 2.30pm3.30pm
Mondays: Footcare 9am4pm Romney
Marsh Friends Group; 10.30am One You
Weight Management 1.30pm First Monday
of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic 9am11am
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid baery service 9am
11am; NHS Health Walk 10am; Stop Smoking
Clinic 12.30pm4.30pm; Third Tuesday of
Month: Hearing Aid Clinic 9am11am
Wednesdays: Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30am11.30am; Art Group 11am12noon;
Pilates 4.15pm5.15pm

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER
We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our
readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797
364837
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MARSH MEMORIES
New Romney & Lydd in the 1950s & 1960s

Ivy House in New Romney opposite the Ship Hotel. The Snack Bar belonged to
Mr Ashdown and Ivy House was the home of Doctor McMillan

Blacklocks Stores, a favourite with the youngsters, on the corner of Queen’s Road
and Skinner Road, Lydd

The Mayors and Confederaon Members of the Cinque Ports parade in
New Romney High Street

Lydd High Street when there were two banks in the town, Lloyds and The Naonal
Westminster Bank

New Romney High Street looking west with Seaﬁeld House and the large tree on
the right where the row of shops are today

Woolleys Ironmongers shop in Coronaon Square, Lydd
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CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP
Remembrance Sunday, November 10th.

Greatstone. St Peter’s.

Many churches will be holding remembrance services and
parades, so see your local church noces for details. Some
will involve the uniformed organisaons, and schools.
Food Banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.30
7pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.307.30pm.
If you have problems feeding your family, you can obtain
the necessary vouchers from the Community church on
01797 366855 or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the me, and they have a
list of immediate necessies including dried long grain
rice, breakfast cereal, noodles, coﬀee, pasta, nned
fruit, custard, and nned sponge pudding. Small
packets of LL milk and juice, sugar or ns of beans are
welcome, for single people. Many church have
collecons points, and all nned and packet food, well
in date, is welcome, but at the moment, they DO NOT
need nned beans or soup, teabags and vegs and pulses.

Christmas Shoeboxes, Samaritan’s Purse. The me is
running out for the collecon of shoes boxes full of
small gis for children in poorer countries. The leaﬂet
envelope, can be obtained in the church. You can
choose any age and sex of child, and the leaﬂet
describes the range of things that are welcome for that
age group. These have to be collected in during the ﬁrst
week of November, so that they can arrive in me for
Christmas. For more informaon ring Emma Jane Ross.
01797 320593 or 07976 481150.
Pebbles Demena Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd and
4th Thursday of each month a demena café will take
place from 10.30amnoon, next one will be on
November 14th, from 10.30midday. Anyone interested
may come along, carers and those with demena and
memory problems, or anyone with queries on the subject.

Ivychurch. St Georges.

Monday, November 18 at 2.30pm, the Brenze Local
History group are hosng a talk by Joan Campbell at
the church. Joan does talks on RM churches on behalf
of the Romney Marsh Historic Churches Trust, and is
an interesng and renowned speaker. She mixes
history with human interest and the polics of the day.
So come along and ﬁnd out more.

Quiz night, Friday, November 22nd, at 7pm, for a
7.30pm kick oﬀ. The cost is £5, which includes light
refreshments, but bring you own drink. If you want to
enter as a team feel free to do so, but ones and twos
can be ﬁed into other teams. For details and booking
ring Jan Robertson on 07767 214105 or email
janrobertson235@gmail.com
The recent harvest supper was a huge success for make
£1,100. Thanks are given to the huge band of helpers
who made this possible.

Brookland, St Augusne.

Lydd All Saints.

Brenze. St Eanswith.

C/E primary school. If you have a child due to start
school next September, 2020, ie born between 1.9.15
and 31.8.16, the school is holding open days for new
parents. These are on Tuesday November 12th and
Thursday, November 21st, from 9.30am to 11.30am.
If you cannot make these days, or have any quesons
ring the school on 01797 344317.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
The churchyard day, measuring and plong graves,
was very producve, even if rather wet and dismal. The
next stage will be geng an accurate plan together,
and eventually printed and made into a booklet. A
surveyor has been from FHDC, with a view to geng
a huge tree taken down, growing very close to the back
of the hall. It also looks as if this back wall will have to
be taken down as well.
The Shepherd and Crook host several community
events, and the local CARM meeng point is on
Wednesday, November 20 from 11am12.30pm. Pub
lunches will be available aerwards.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
Christmas market in the Village Hall, Ogarswick
Avenue. Saturday, November 9th, from 10am2pm.
This is a combined eﬀort with village and church. Sales
and cra tables available at £10. Many stalls, this will
be big occasion, and all welcome to come along and
buy some early Christmas gis. To book a table, ring
Chris Clark on 07740 395497.
Saturday, November 23rd 10amnoon. Bacon, bues
and bingo, in the Scout hut, Chapel Road. TN29 0TD.
£3 entry to include Bacon buy and tea or coﬀee,
Bingo ckets on sale separately, and there will be a
seasonal raﬄe.

St Monica RC church.
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm, Thursday morning mass
at 10am, Vigil, the evening before Holy Days of
Obligaon, at 7.30pm.

Fairﬁeld, St Thomas.
Sunday, November 3. 10am Holy Communion.

Christmas Shoeboxes, Samaritan’s Purse. Time is
beginning to run out for the collecon of shoes boxes
full of small gis for children in poorer countries. The
leaﬂet envelope, can be obtained in the church. You
can choose any age and sex of child, and the leaﬂet
describes the range of things that are welcome for that
age group. These have to be collected in during the ﬁrst
week of November, so that they can arrive in me for
Christmas. For more informaon ring Emma Jane Ross.
01797 320593 or 07976 481150.
Community Market. Hardy Hall. This takes place on the
2nd Saturday of each month, so the next one will be on
Saturday, November 9th, from 10amnoon. A professional
baker aends and there is a wide variety of cras,
preserves, jewellery, other baking. Refreshments available.
Food Bank. There is a Lydd food bank with operates
from the Hardy Hall on Fridays, between, 6.307.30pm. If
you are struggling to feed you family, vouchers can be
obtained from Rev Chris on 01797 320345. See note at
top of column for more details about needs and donaons.
Book Swap. There will be another of the popular book
swaps in the Hardy Hall, Lydd on Saturday, November
16th, from 24pm. Bring any book you no longer want
and swap it for any other. All swaps are free, and you
can come along and take away any you fancy, even if
you have none to swap. Delicious refreshments are on
sale. Organised by Romney Marsh Community Church.
The church Christmas Fair will take place on Saturday,
November 30th. From 10.30am2pm. Lots of stalls,
including cra stalls, and delicious refreshments, rolls
and cakes to buy and take away. Ring Pat on 01797
320108 to book a cra table or for any other queries.

Lydd Methodist.
Demena Café. The church hall hosts this event, on
the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month, so the next
one will be on November 19th from 10amnoon.
Refreshments, and informaon and help available to all
involved, both paents and carers. All warmly welcome,
even if you just want to ﬁnd out more.

music will be available. Lots of stalls, books, CDs Dvds.
These have been successful and more helpers would
always be welcome. There will be no coﬀee morning in
December, because of special Christmas events.
The Brenze WI is hosng one of their delicious soup
and pudding events, on Saturday, November 23th,
from 11.30am2pm in St Nicholas church. Come along
and enjoy the usual amazing, delicious food. Pay at the
table, and the cost is £6 No need to book.
Methodist Church. There will be a sale of jigsaw puzzles
for Guide Dogs for blind at the coﬀee morning on
Saturday, November 16th. All puzzles have been
donated, but are guaranteed complete.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul.
The Christmas country market will be on Saturday,
December 7, from 10.30am12.30pm. There will be a
good variety of stalls, if you would like to book a table
ring Diana on 01303 311779. Raﬄe prizes welcome.

Romney Marsh Community Church.
There will be another of the popular Book Swaps in the
Lydd Hardy Hall from 24pm on Saturday, November
16th. Come along and swap and take away any you
like! Delicious refreshments will be for sale. All
welcome, even if you don’t have books to swap.
Food Bank. The church operates a food bank, on
Tuesday evenings from 5.30 7pm. If you, or anyone
you know, is in a crisis, and unable to feed themselves
or their family, vouchers can be obtained from the local
clergy and ministers. See note at head of column for
further detail, and details for donaons, which are
always warmly welcomed.
There will be a Remembrance Tea on Tuesday,
November 12th at 2pm. Short service followed by tea
and cake. No charge, but if you would like to come, ring
church on 01797 366855, for catering purposes.

Snargate St Dunstans.
Next service on Sunday, November 10th, at 9am, and
will be Holy Communion with Remembrance.

St Mary’s Bay. All Saints.
The Remembrance Sunday service will be at 10am, will
also involve a parade to the Village Memorial starng
at about 10.50am. On Monday, November 11, there
will also be a short service at the Village Memorial at
10.50am, with 2 minutes silence at 11am.
Tea and Bingo. Monday, November 24th 2.30pm in the
church hall. All welcome.
Church Christmas Fair on Saturday, November 30th.
Starng at 10am in church hall, lots of stalls and
acvies. Raﬄe prizes and donaons being collected
now. See Pauline in church.

St Mary in the Marsh.
The Remembrance service will take place at 6.30pm on
Sunday, November 10th.
Christmas Fair on Saturday, December 14th, from
10amnoon. More details later.

Church Chuckle
A Lutheran church, named aer the Holy Spirit,
in Washington DC, had reorganised it aﬃliaons
and connecons. The local newspaper headline
read “Holy Spirit now oﬃcially Lutheran” No
menon was made of what the other
denominaons in the city thought about the
Lutherans claiming the Holy spirit for themselves!

New Romney, St Nicholas.

Wit and Wisdom

The next monthly coﬀee morning is on Saturday,
November 16th, from 10amnoon. All welcome, live

Some people know the price of everything and
the value of nothing
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