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Across the district,
everything came to a stop
last Sunday as the
community commemorated
the Annual Remembrance
Services.  Churches were
reported to have had
record numbers in
attendance with ages from
small children right the way
to a 100-year-old veteran.

After torrential rain on the
Saturday, the weather was
unseasonably warm with no
rain for the services, which no
doubt helped with
attendances.  Inside you will
find pictures sent in from
people across our region, but
a special mention must go to
our cover picture taken by
local photographer Kevin
Harvey, of the DC3 Dakota
dropping paper poppy heads

over the RAF memorial at
Capel-le-Ferne, accompanied
by an RAF Spitfire.

The poppies were dropped
from 500ft by a Dakota, a
military aircraft used in D-Day,
which flew alongside two
Spitfires – the fighter planes
synonymous with the Battle of
Britain in 1940.  People
watched near the coast in
Folkestone and on the nearby
cliffs at Capel-le-Ferne.  Five
veterans, including RAF
servicemen who served in the
Second World War, were
aboard to oversee the poppy
drop.

After several passes over the
packed crowds below, the
three aircraft formation turned
and headed along the coast
before heading back to North
Weald Airfield in Essex where

the Dakota is based.

WWII veteran Warrant Officer
Roy Briggs, 94, was one of
those who went up in the
Dakota.  He served as a
wireless operator on Lancaster
aircraft with 576 squadron,
conducting raids at Plauen and
Bremen.  All together, around
750,000 poppies were
dropped over Kent. Flight
Lieutenant George Prichard,
96, said the Dakota flight was
"wonderful".

Other less spectacular
commemorations took place at
both churches and war
memorials all over the district.
On the Monday (the actual
Armistice Remembrance Day),
again people turned up in
large numbers for services by
the Royal British Legion and the
Burma Star Associations.

Be sure to visit www.thelooker.co.uk for all the latest local news
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Pub and
restaurant
expansion for
Folkestone
entrepreneur
and top chef
As many pubs are being hit with
closure, three of the best known
pubs in the district have been
purchased by Folkestone
restaurateurs Josh DeHaan and
celebrity chef Mark Sergeant.

The top food duo have already
made a name for themselves with
Folkestone’s ‘Rocksalt’ and ‘The
Smokehouse’ in the Harbour area
and also the ‘Wife of Bath’ in Wye
and the ‘Duke William’ in Ickham
near Canterbury.

The pubs which were owned by
Ramblinns, have become quite a hit
with both locals and tourists over
the past few years including the
‘Five Bells’ at Brabourne, named as
the best pub in Kent by the
National Pub & Bar Awards in April
along with ‘The Radnor Arms’ in
Folkestone and the ‘Woolpack’ in
Warehorne.

The Pickled Egg Pub Company,
which currently runs a mix of
restaurants and bars are famed for
not just fine dining, but a mix of
dining styles from classic dining to
the new style of what some people
have described as ‘Fun Pub’. 

FREE

continued on Page 3
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AVAILABLE FROM TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
£17PP FOR 2 COURSES £22PP FOR 3 COURSES

STARTERS
Homemade Rich Tomato & Fresh Basil Soup Served with a Crusty Baguette

 Served with Crostini’s
Brussels Pate Served with Local Chutney and a Toasted Baguette

MAIN COURSE
Roast Turkey or Loin of Pork
Roasted Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Gravy

 Served with a Chive Hollandaise Sauce,
Roasted Potatoes, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Vegetarian Gravy

*Sirloin Steak Served with a Peppercorn Sauce, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Peas and our Rustic Chips
Grilled Plaice & Prawns Served with Hollandaise Sauce, 

Buttered Chive Crushed New Potatoes and Traditional Winter Vegetables
Traditional Winter Vegetables - (Braised Red Cabbage, Honey Glazed Parsnips, Sprouts & Carrots)

DESSERTS
Christmas Pudding Served with a Fresh Brandy Cream

Christmas Mincemeat Cheesecake Served with Whipped Fresh Cream
Raspberry Sorbet Served with a Brandy Snap

Cheddar & Stilton Cheese Board Served with Biscuits and a Local Chutney

*£2.00 supplement
Deposit required for groups of 8 or more

Please feel free to contact us with and queries or any special requests
Email: info@cinqueportsarms.pub  •  Phone: 01797 361894

CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 2019
PRE BOOKING REQUIRED
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As I write this on late Friday a�ernoon the weather outside is
awful, but with all things considered we are ge�ng off lightly
compared to the weather elsewhere in the country.
The Looker has had some quite major changes over the past
two weeks and is now its own stand alone business.  For the
last nine years we have run the business under the Marsh
Media banner, but with not only the publica�on growing, so is
every other part of the business.  So this is the first issue
under the new company name The Looker Newspaper Ltd.
We are obviously also looking to expand, with some posi�ons
for writers to join our team. Ideally this would suite someone
at college or university studying journalism or media.  Or even
maybe someone who wants to do a media appren�ceship
with college day release.
For more informa�on please email:  David@thelooker.co.uk
It was with great sadness that as we go to print we have
heard of the sudden passing of George Waters from Terswin
Paving.  They were one of the first people to adver�se in The
Looker when we launched nine years ago, and we send our
deepest condolences to his family and friends.
On a more posi�ve note, we would like to congratulate the
team at Loulabelles Florists of New Romney, on their latest
expansion into Hythe.  Their new shop opens in what used to
be Tempta�ons in the High Street and in the next edi�on we
will feature a spotlight on them.  But pop in and say hello and
find out how they became the number one florists on the
Marsh (Tell them that The Looker sent you).
Finally with Christmas just around the corner, in our next
issue we will be looking forward to some of the fes�ve events
across the district and finding out what’s hot and possibly
what’s not!  So if you have a fes�ve event and you would like
our readers to know about it you can send informa�on to:
info@thelooker.co.uk
With only two more edi�ons to go this year, we are also
looking for adver�sers to get onboard for the New Year with
some amazing offers.  To find out more call our sales team on
01797364837.
Happy reading,
David & The Looker team.

Welcome to Issue 237!
EDITOR’S WORD

Mark Sergeant said, "We can’t wait to
continue their great work at these
fantastic pubs and we aim to only
enhance their excellent reputations. All
three pubs will continue to trade as
normal and we are excited by the
opportunity to serve their communities.
We intend to make some small changes
in the new year, particularly to the
menus, but for now it’s business as
usual.”

All three of the new pubs not only offer a
wide and diverse range of food and drink,
but all have the same quirky ‘shabby
chic’ quirkiness about them.

Rye’s Globe Inn, with founder John
Rogers saying: "I think that now, for many
reasons, is the right time to pass on the
baton to a new and proven operator and
'free thinker' who has a vision for the
future and to continue to grow all that we
have achieved.

"This is wonderful news for the Five Bells,
the Woolpack and Radnor Arms as they
are embraced into a highly successful
local portfolio of independent pubs and

restaurants that operate to the highest
standards.”

The pubs are certainly not your usual run
of the mill eatery, with light fittings made
out of industrial iron works and walls
decorated with old carpentry tools. 

Since Rocksalt opened, it has forced
many other local eateries to up their
game and has also been highlighted that
Folkestone and our local district across

the Romney Marsh and Hythe have some
of the best places to eat, not just in 
Kent but across the whole country. 
A number of local restaurants are tipped
to be winners of prestigious ‘Michelin
Star Awards’.

The Looker has long been a fan of the
‘Ramblinn’ venues and the editor can
often be seen eating a famous local
scotch egg and crackling whilst drinking a
pint of Romney Marsh Ale.  And we have
carried out reviews on these pubs in the
past.  Let us know if you know of a great
place to eat and we will feature a review
in an upcoming issue. 

Email david@thelooker.co.uk

continued from Page 1

Mark Sergeant

The Woolpack Inn

Five Bells Inn
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Dungeness residents had a shock
early on Sunday morning when a
rigid hulled inflatable boat (Rhib)
headed for the shingle beach by the
RNLI Lifeboat Station.  Border Force
officers were soon on the scene and
took the migrants into the lifeboat
station wrapped in blankets.  The
incident at Dungeness was just one of
several that the coastguard was
dealing with in a multi agency search
operation featuring border force
cutters and lifeboats from Dover

Dungeness and Hastings.  It is also
believed that two air sea rescue
helicopters were also used in the
search.  The Rhib at Dungeness was
believed to have been reported to the
Coastguards shortly after 7.30 a.m. 

One onlooker told The Looker: ‘There
really was a mix in ages.  I would say
some looked like they may have been in
their 50s whilst others looked like
teenagers.  I’m not sure how many were
there but it looked like about a dozen.’

Sunday was a very busy morning for
border force officials with other

migrants being detained in Dover and it
is believed others in Sussex.

As we reported in the last month, it is
expected that an influx of crossing
attempts will happen up until
Christmas, before the weather breaks.

Another local resident who witnessed
the migrants being led away said: ‘I
really would not have wanted to have
tried to cross the channel last night.
The weather was pretty poor with a bit
of a choppy sea, along with rain and
quite a breeze.  They all looked in a state
of shock as they were being taken into
the lifeboat station but the border force
officers were very respectful towards
them.’

A spokesman for the Maritime and
Coastguard Agency says its officers
have been called to "A number of
incidents with rescue helicopters from
Lydd and Lee-on-Solent, RNLI
lifeboats from Dover, Dungeness and

Hastings, and Border Force vessels
Seeker and Speedwell have all been sent.

"We are only concerned with
preservation of life, rescuing those in
trouble and bringing them safely back
to shore, where they will be handed
over to the relevant partner emergency
services or authorities."

More migrants brave rough
seas as they head for our
beaches

Pictures courtesy of Susan Pilcher
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By Dr Carol Arnold

Few, if any, Looker readers will realise
that the paper they love is what’s
known in academic circles as a
‘hyperlocal’. What attracts readers and
advertisers to The Looker  is that it
focuses on a very small geographical
area and is full of stories about the
people that live on Romney Marsh. It
covers stories that you just won’t find
anywhere else.

Back in 2015, I asked Looker editor David
Wimble it he would mind being
interviewed for my Doctoral study of
entrepreneurial news producers in the
UK, carried out at Canterbury Christ
Church University. Thankfully he agreed,
joining the 28 other interviewees
running similar operations across the
country. The Looker is in the illustrious
company of several award winning
publishing operations: 
Caerphilly Observer in South Wales,

Altrincham Today in
Greater Manchester, 

On the Wight on 
The Isle of Wight and

The Lincolnite
in Lincolnshire. 

Some of the operations had a
print edition like The Looker and some
were online only, but the important
thing was that none of them were run
by mainstream media companies.
Crucially they were all filling a gap
where local newspapers had cut back
on community news following the
recession. 

David told me that he was a DJ on a local
radio station, when he complained to a
local editor that the: ‘so-called local
newspaper, didn’t have any local
content’. The editor told him that a

newspaper focused on Romney
Marsh wouldn’t work because: ‘you
couldn’t generate enough advertising
revenue to cover the costs and not
only that… there wouldn’t be enough
news.’ That comment made in 2010,
was like a red rag to a bull and The
Looker was born. 

Running a hyperlocal is not for the
fainthearted, particularly when it
includes a print edition. Like David, all
editors had stories to tell of the long
hours it takes to put together every
paper, but the reception that it gets
from the public is what keeps them
going. Richard Gurner editor of The
Caerphilly Observer told me that:
‘people set their watches by us’ and are
waiting at the pick-up points when the
paper is delivered. This is a sentiment
that David and other print editors can
recognise. As many readers can testify,
The Looker flies off the shelves – you
have to be quick to grab a copy.

So what about that strange word
‘hyperlocal’. The ‘hyper’ stands for
excessively and the ‘local’ means that
the publication is embedded in the
area. Hyperlocals were first recognised
by Ofcom  in 2012, when The Looker  was
fledgling operation. They are a new form
of news operation which has emerged
in the internet-era, many of them
online-only, to provide the sort of ultra-
local information that people need to
feel part of a community. In fact many
people prefer to call it community
journalism.

The sector even has its own
‘mothership’ The Centre for Community
Journalism at Cardiff University 
which offers training for budding
entrepreneurs. There are estimated to
be more than 400 hyperlocals in the UK
and more than 100 of those are

members of the Independent
Community News Network which
lobbies government and other
organisations on their behalf.

One other Kent-based publication was
included in the doctoral study, Dartford
Living. This is run by two similarly
community-minded people who also
have day jobs – Vijay Jain is a flood
modelling software expert and David
Shafford a web-designer and traffic
officer. There is one other notable Kent
hyperlocal The Isle of Thanet News,
which wasn’t part of the study because
it opened too recently to be included. 

The Looker has a starring role
in an academic study

t

t

Available from John Wimble 
01797 362295 or johnwimble@aol.com

New Romney High Street 
Through The Years

published in 2017
The book features pictures and

details of the High Street including
the many shops that have served

the local community over the years.
64 pages and over 130 photos.

Price £5 inc. postage

Romney Marsh From The Air
published in 2015
Romney Marsh as you’ve probably never seen it before.
56 pages with over 100 pictures.
Price £10 inc. postage

ONLY A FEW COPIES LEFT
– AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT
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Local ‘Litter Pickers’ get cash
boost
Eric Brown who
organises the Litter
picking across the district
along with his ever
increasing band of
volunteer helpers, had a
cash injection boost
recently when they
received a ward grant
from District Councillor
David Wimble (Ind).
The money was donated
so that it could help with
Hi-Viz Jackets and safety
equipment used by the
group including gloves,
hoops for holding sacks
and litter picking sticks.

Eric told The Looker: “As
anyone who runs a
voluntary charity group
knows, finance can be an issue, so
we were very pleased to receive a
cheque for £500 from Councillor
David Wimble from his ward grant
funding.  Thank you David, this will
go a long way in purchasing much
needed equipment.”

David said: “Eric really is a unsung
hero of our district.  He started

walking his dogs and picking up
litter as he goes and this has now
turned into a local phenomenon,
with his band of pickers growing
week by week.  A few years ago
the district did look pretty bad, but
now thanks to the group’s fantastic
work, the whole of the Marsh
regularly gets cleared.”
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Help keep our coastline
free of dog poo
Dog owners are being reminded of
the negative health impacts caused
by failing to clean up after their
four-legged friends.
Cllr David Monk and Cllr Tim Prater
of Folkestone & Hythe District
Council (F&HDC) joined forces to
reinforce the message by applying
“I’ll take poo too!” stickers on
normal bins along The Leas in
Folkestone earlier today
(November 7).

Dog poo contains high levels of
harmful nitrates which can reduce
the quality of our bathing water and
harm local marine life.

Some wrongly think the waves will
wash away dog waste left on
beaches with no repercussions. And
people may not realise mess
dropped down road drains can
also make its way into the water.

Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader,
said: “We all love spending time at
the beach with our friends, family
and pets. But one dog poo has as
much harmful bacteria as 300
human poos. This can make people
and animals ill, and affect the water
quality”.

“Dog waste can get to the water
even if you aren’t close to the beach
through road drains and sewers.

“Please join the thousands of dog
owners who are already helping
to keep our waters safe by
bagging your dog waste, then
binning it. Don’t forget you can
place bagged dog waste in normal
litter bins too.”

The district’s coastline – with its 26
miles of sand and shingle beaches
– offers great walks for dogs and
their owners to enjoy.

Cllr Tim Prater, ward councillor for
Sandgate and West Folkestone,
added: “We all want to see cleaner
streets and beaches.

“It is important dog walkers know
they don’t have to hunt down a
special bin to clean up after their
dog – they can use any general
waste bin.

“Cleaning up after your dog is both
the right thing to do for your
neighbours and neighbourhood –
and even our sea water quality
too.”

The Looker Calendar 2020
is now on sale from many
Looker outlets for just £10
or have it posted direct to you for £12.30 

For more information contact 
The Looker on 01797 364837

For postal orders please make your cheque
payable to ‘THE LOOKER NEWSPAPER LTD’

and post it to:

The Looker Newspaper Ltd
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade
New Romney TN28 8LZ
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On the 100th anniversary of the end of
World War 1, members of the local
heritage and education charity, The
Shorncliffe Trust commenced a journey
that is still going strong one year later,
with a little help from Canada.
On that day, two specially
commissioned lanterns ‘Maple’ and
‘Tommy’ were lit from the eternal flame
in Mons in Belgium, and commenced
their journey to the St Symphorien
Military Cemetery, where they were
placed on the graves of the ‘First & Last’
British and Canadian Soldiers who lay
side by side.
Following a commemoration there,
Maple and Tommy were brought to
Shorncliffe Camp, Folkestone where
60,000 men of the Canadian
Expeditionary Forces called home
during WW1.
The Lanterns and their flames
symbolised the returning spirit of the
many thousands who never made it
home, and from the lantern’s flames,
500 lanterns were lit and placed on WW1
graves at Shorncliffe Military cemetery
and Folkestone and Sandgate
commemorative beacons were also lit.
In April 2019, both Lanterns made a
poignant return to France and Belgium

travelling to Canadian specific
memorials before moving onto Canada,
100 years after many of the Canadian
troops would have returned to their
homeland. Again, symbolising the
returning spirit of those who never
made it.
On arrival in Canada both lanterns
commenced a week-long tour around
Alberta, visiting the Calmar Legion,
Rocky Mountain House Legion, Calgary
Military Museums, Lake Louise and
Jasper. Tommy returned to the UK for
other commemorative events and was
recently on display at the launch of the
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in
Bromley.
Since then Maple has been taking part
in a number of events in Canada and in
the lead up to 11th November, she has
been privileged to attend a number of
events to mark the 100th Anniversary of
Remembrance Day there.
On Monday, October 28, Maple attended
an event at the Cosmopolitan Music
Society. Members of the choir and
orchestra were given an introduction to
Maple and had a chance to look closely
at her. Maple was then invited to attend
the Veteran's Appreciation Night at the
WO and Sgt's Mess at Edmonton

Garrison where she sat on the stage.
Throughout the evening Maple was
serenaded by the Edmonton Youth Pipe
and Drum Band, The Military Wives
Choir, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment
Band, A Brass Ensemble, and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Pipe and
Drum Band. On Sunday 3 November
Maple welcomed visitors into the lobby
of the Winspear Concert Hall in
Edmonton before the 30th Annual ‘Lest
We Forget’ Concert. During the second
half of the concert Maple joined the
historic 49th Battalion ‘Mons’ Bugle
which played on the Armistice marking
the end of WW1. Maple was set front and
centre on the stage and Colonel Patrick
Lemyre, Commander, 3rd Canadian
Division Support Base who spoke about
Maple in his speech to the audience.

At a reception after the concert Maple
was the star of the show and many
asked to have their picture taken with
her. Last Monday (11th) Maple was at the
Kingsway Legion Branch #150,
Edmonton, Alberta's Remembrance Day
Ceremony.

Tommy returned to the UK where he
accompanies Shorncliffe Trust events,

tours and talks in support of the
Shorncliffe Trust’s future aspirations
that a Heritage and Education Centre
can one day be opened in one of the
few remaining heritage buildings at
Shorncliffe Garrison, following
demolition of the majority of the
garrison and redevelopment for 1,200
new homes. Here, Tommy will find a
permanent home along with Shorncliffe
collections, images and research
material.

The Shorncliffe Trust offers educational
tours and talks and conducts heritage
tours which follow the soldier’s journey
from Shorncliffe, to France and Belgium.
Currently available to book is a 25th
April guided tour of Flanders
Battlefields ending with the Last Post
Ceremony at the Menin Gate; and a
special Somme Tour on 15th May,
visiting the newly opened
Commonwealth War Graves ‘Experience’
and a walk in the woods with the
Somme Association. Further tours are
planned for 2020 and beyond. To book
a talk or tour, or to stay in touch with the
Trust and find out more at
www.shornlciffe-trust.org.ukMaple & Tommy arrive in Canada, flanked by Mounties are left to right,

Escorts Joel Kline, Chris Shaw, chair of Shorncliffe Trust and Capt Terry Plant

‘Tommy’ at Shorncliffe Military Cemetery, Remembrance Sunday 2019

Remembrance journey continues
for ‘Maple & Tommy’

'Maple' on stage at 'Lest We Forget'
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Park! the herald angels
sing: ‘come to town and
do your thing’!
It won’t just be Santa Claus
coming to town this Christmas
thanks to Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (F&HDC).
TCharges in all of its pay and
display car parks and on-street
parking bays across the district will
be waived on the three Saturdays
leading up to Christmas Day as
shoppers are encouraged into
shopping areas.

This means parking will be free on
Saturday 7 December, Saturday 14
December, and Saturday 21
December.

Cllr David Godfrey – F&HDC
Cabinet Member for Housing,
Transport and Special Projects –
said: “There are so many reasons to
shop locally, and we’ve 
got an array of businesses with
excellent gift ideas for family and
friends.

“Shoppers can browse the
comprehensive offering of
Folkestone’s town centre and

Creative Quarter, enjoy the charm
of Hythe High Street, or visit the host
of unique traders on the Romney
Marsh.

“This gesture highlights just how
much we value our local shops and
businesses – big and small – and
we want to help people revel in the
wide variety of shopping
experiences this district is blessed
with.”

Some car parks are privately run
and will still be charging, so drivers
are urged to check signs before they
park.     

Residents can also apply for a
permit to park in Council-run car
parks all year round for £60. This
allows you to park your vehicle for
three hours in long-term car parks
and two hours in short-term car
parks.

Terms and conditions apply – visit
folkestone.hythe.gov.uk/parking
/permits for more information.

SANDGATE PAVILIONS
E n c o m b e

36 Bespoke luxur y apartments

0 7 4 9 6   9 0 1 0 1 3

 FOR 
SALE

Show apartment OPEN Thursday -  Monday 10am - 5pm



B E F O R E

A F T E R

Decorative Resin to Revitalise your Property 
and Transform your Home. 

We are a close knit team of award winning builders
that were first established in 1989. We are passionate
about resin bound and resin bonded surfacing and
because of this we have won industry awards. 

The resin bond and bound product can be laid over the top of 

old cracked concrete and tarmac drives, even over blocked 

paved drives to create a weed free drive with a fabulous finish.

Environmentally friendly 21st century drives. It is SuDS

(sustainable urban drainage system) compliant.

Limes, Cannongate Road, Hythe Kent CT21 5PX
info@heritagehomesanddrives.co.uk
Get a Free No Obligation Quote (Monday – Friday 8am – 6pm):

01303 237191 / 07855 393138

www.heritagehomesanddrives.co.uk

wcrv.nw.esiug.mrrkt.dndkiohaw
Customer

Sandgate Footprint

Shared Driveway

Patio Area
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Westenhanger Castle
public
open
day
Residents have
the chance to 
look around
Westenhanger Castle, packed full
of history at an open day taking
place later this month.

The Castle – an important site in our
district dating back to medieval
times – was bought by Folkestone
& Hythe District Council (F&HDC) in
the summer as part of our
progressive plans for the area and
ensure its future as a community
asset.

The purchase included the Castle,
barns and 14 acres of surrounding
parkland once owned by royalty
and nobility including Henry VIII
and Queen Elizabeth I.

Members of the public are being
invited to see this fantastic historic
asset for themselves on Saturday 30
November between 10am and
2pm.

Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader,
said: “This is an exciting opportunity
to visit grounds rich in national and
historic importance.

“The event will also showcase what
a fantastic and forward-thinking
purchase this was for the Council
and the district as a whole.

“Our plans include creating a
spectacular new public park
around the Castle including a lake,
an improved water course
and a refilled moat for everyone to
enjoy.”

The complex is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument consisting of a 14th
century fortified, moated
quadrangular castle with a Grade-
I listed manor house and barn.
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THE

LLOOKER

Advertise your
business in

We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

For more information
call Annabel

01797
364837

Sell your services to
thousands of our

readers!

On 2nd November 2019 Romney Marsh
District Scouts attended the Kent
Scouts Awards Presentation Evening at
the Corn Exchange Rochester.
The evening is a celebration of Scouting
in Kent and after the County’s AGM the
Awards Presentation began.  It was a
hugely successful evening for Romney
Marsh District with the following County
awards being received:
1st Lydd – Growth and Development
Award – in recognition for their
assistance and guidance with the St
Mary’s Bay group – the award was
collected by Group Scout Leader Val and
Section Leaders: Charmaine, John and
Paul.  Val commented  ‘We would go
every week programme in hand, we all
looked forward to it, the smiles on the
beavers and cubs faces was reward
enough and through it we have made
some strong bonds between our group
and St Mary’s Bay. To see St Mary’s Bay
group now with an enthusiastic and
determined leadership team, their
young people confident, having fun and 

growing, is testament to all
those that believed in the
group and those that
helped from county, district
and us 4 leaders from Lydd.
Receiving the growth and
development award was a
proud moment.   It’s a great
memory and ultimately the
reward will be seeing the
young people grow and
learn in their scouting
journey
1st New Romney –
Community Project Award
– recognising the Groups
effort for the Let's Cover
The Marsh In Poppies

project.  The award was collected by
Group President Veronica Bailey and
Section Leaders Gary Murphy, Carolyn
Wood-Brignall and Carole Simpson.  
1st New Romney Youth Shaped Award –
for youth championing The Power of
Chocolate - emotional health matters,
a fundraising event for New Romney
Counselling Services.  Explorers Jasper
Lee and James Allen collected the
award.
1st New Romney Group would like to say
a huge thank you to all their local
supporters who made both awards
possible.  Community engagement has
a huge part to play in our success.  The
initial appeal for 5000 poppies to Cover
the Marsh was reached in no time and
our final total exceeded 25000 –
testament to the response of local
people and contributors nationally and
internationally.  We are so proud to be
part of this unique and supportive
community. 
Overall this is a great achievement for
Romney Marsh Scouting and
recognition of the hard work of all our
Leaders, Supporters, Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and Explorers. 

Treble Success for Romney Marsh Scout Groups

James & Jasper with the awards

1st New Romney Leaders collect their award

James & Jasper collect the Youth shaped award
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High Street comes to a standstill
Hythe High Street traffic came to
a standstill last week when the
emergency services had to
carry out urgent safety checks
on a roof which had started
shedding roofing tiles onto the
High Street.

April Goff from Brookes Tea Rooms
told The Looker that when she came
to open up her tea rooms she
noticed some tiles in the road, and
that they appeared to be falling
from the roof of the empty shop
building a few doors down.  She
said; “It’s very dangerous; if
someone was walking along the
road and was hit by a falling tile it
could kill you!”

After calling the emergency
services, two regular fire engines
arrived shortly on scene along with
a high tower from Folkestone.  The
fire-fighters then spent several hours

securing the roofing tiles and
removing all the dangerous ones .

With so many old and historic
buildings in the High Street,
landlords are responsible for the
upkeep on rental properties and
with access to the roofs so difficult,
some of the buildings that have
fallen into a state of disrepair could
be very expensive to repair.

All the local businesses in the High
Street were very grateful for the fire-
fighters help with one resident telling
our Looker reporter: “Well, I was
not expecting that first thing in the
morning to see a group of hunky
firemen being local heroes!  It made
me come over all unnecessary!” 

Middlemarsh WI
7th November meeting
November is Annual Meeting
month and this year it was all
change at Middlemarsh!.

Starting with re-location to the
smaller meeting room we were a
little cosy  but conversation flowed
and Barbara’s bell ringing was
much in evidence as she tried to
maintain order!

Being the Annual Meeting the
format was more formal with
Minutes of the previous meeting,
presentation of the Financial
Statement, the Committee’s Annual
Report and finishing with Barbara’s
last Presidential address. As
business concluded, the new
Committee members were
announced and after the second
ballot Rosemary was confirmed as
President.  Thank You gifts were

presented to our Tellers and to
Barbara, stepping down from the
Committee. 

Ann’s fir cone decorated in
Christmas-style won the November
Competition and Rosemary won the
Annual Competition Cup.

Along with our guests, we were
treated to a delicious homemade
spiced butternut squash soup,
finishing with a selection of ‘yummy’
puddings!

Thursday 5 December is our
Christmas Party at St Mary’s Bay
Village Hall.  Doors open at
11.00am for 11.30am start and the
entertainment will be followed by a
catered Buffet Lunch.

Contact details for Middlemarsh WI
are: President: Mrs Rosemary Street,
telephone 01303 875359

THE

LLOOKER
Advertise your business in
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By Andrew South

The metaphorical first spade in the
development of the next phase of
Martello Lakes hit the ground at the
recent unveiling of new proposals for
the former Nickolls Quarry site.
The event at Hythe Town Hall, was busy
from the off with locals eager to see the
plans shown across ten well-produced
display panels produced by Camland
Hythe Ltd, a landowner of the site which

has been involved in undertaking land-
raising work since 2013.

The original plan for all phases of the
Nickolls Quarry project allowed for 1,050
homes, for which this part of the site
will deliver 650 homes, while Barratt
Homes is in the process of completing
the first phase of 400 homes.

“The purpose of this event is to mark
the ten years since the original planning
permission was granted,” Camland’s
Planning Director, Kate Holland told me,
“but more importantly it is to show what
we have learned from Barratts’ work so
far in terms of a changed economic and
employment landscape.

“There are some key improvements to
the original proposals, especially with
regard to the quality of drainage. We are
proposing that surface water is drained
to the north of the site and instead of a
balancing lake, there will be greater
emphasis on an ecological area with a
variety of water bodies.”

Changes in economic conditions have
also been taken into consideration.

“The original scheme included 15,000
square metres of light industrial or
office use,” says Kate, “but we have to be
flexible in the current economic climate
so some of that area could now be used
for some sort of care services.

“Land for a swimming pool is still
available, should the District Council
require it,” she added.

There will also be increased space for

individual properties and an expanded
local centre for shops, restaurants and
bars.

Around 3,000 invitations were delivered
to addresses in east Dymchurch,
Lympne and West Hythe, although some
visitors had only heard about it through
good old word-of-mouth.  Those
attending did suggest that it might have
been useful to have had a notice
outside the Town Hall advertising the
event, as there are sure to have been
plenty of passers-by on the High Street
who would have been attracted to see
the plans – although the event was
certainly not short of interested parties.

“But maybe the excellent turnout could
also be due to advance publicity in ‘The
Looker’!” conceded the Planning
Director…

This is just the first part of the next
phase of the development of the
Nickolls Quarry site, with Camland
Hythe expecting to submit an outline
planning application by the end of the
month.  In the meantime, Kate Holland
is happy to receive requests for further
information at Camland Hythe Ltd, c/o
Borough Green Sand Pits, Platt
Industrial Estate, St. Mary’s Platt,
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8JL.

New plans for Martello Lakes unveiled

The proposed site of 650 homes at Martello Lakes

Discussions of the scheme

The 'illustrative framework' for the Martello Lakes plan
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The City of London Dymchurch
Festive Menu 2019

Homemade bread, olives & dips for the table (Gluten free bread available on pre-booking)

Starters
Pumpkin soup with confit oyster mushrooms (V)(VGOA)

Duck & plum terrine, spiced chutney, endive, white truffle dressing (GF)

Dungeness crab & Iberico chorizo fritters, saffron mayonnaise, herb salad

Prawn cocktail, crisp lettuce, bloody Mary dressing, (GF)

Red onion & goats cheese tartlet, watercress & confit tomato salad (V)

Mains
Roasted free range bronze turkey, chestnut stuffing, pigs in blankets, roasted potatoes, Yorkshire pudding, 

sautéed sprouts, honey & thyme roasted parsnips, carrot & butternut squash puree (GFOA)

Slow braised featherblade of English long horn beef in a red wine pan gravy, celeriac & potato puree, star anise 
carrot, slow roasted shallot (GF)

Roasted pheasant, red cabbage, bread sauce, roast potatoes, devils on horseback, pheasant & port jus (GFOA)  

Pan seared fillet of salmon, braised fennel, fresh dill & caper crushed potato, lobster bisque sauce (GF)

Roasted Butternut squash, stuffed with cashews, cranberries & chestnuts, roast potatoes, sautéed sprouts, star 
anise carrot & Yorkshire pudding (GFOA) (V) (VGOA)

Dessert
Christmas pudding, brandy Chantilly cream (V)

Chocolate orange bread & butter pudding, Cointreau ice cream (V)

Poached pears in star anise & cinnamon infused chocolate, crème fraiche (VGOA) (GF)

Dymchurch grown apple & cardamom crumble, clotted cream 

Passion fruit crème brulee, shortbread (GFOA)

3 courses for just £25 per person which includes table decorations. Available throughout December (excluding 
Christmas Day). £10 per person deposit to secure your booking (which is non-refundable). Please inform us of any 

allergies at the time of booking. Pre-orders required a minimum of 10 days before your booking.

The City of London, 68-70 High Street, Dymchurch, TN29 0NL. 01303 873979
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The City of London Dymchurch
New Year’s Eve Menu

Canapes and homemade bread on arrival

Starters
Roasted scallops, curried parsnip puree, pomegranate, parsnip crisp (GF)

Carpaccio of venison, beets, house pickled vegetables, emulsion of celeriac (GF)

Squash velouté, confit oyster mushrooms & fresh truffle (V)

Goat’s cheese & onion confit cheesecake, pickled walnuts (V)

Foie gras terrine, rum raisins, gingerbread

Palate Cleanser after starters

Mains
Fillet of 35 day butter matured dexter beef, triple cooked chips,                                           

caramelised onion, béarnaise sauce* (GF)

Orchard belly of pork, malted onion, choux farci, black pudding sauce, pickled rhubarb (GFOA)

(Ras el hanout) slow cooked breast of duck, apricot gel, confit duck leg ravioli, dukkha crumb

Roasted turbot, grilled razor clam, samphire grass, pancetta foam (GF)

Celeriac and truffle gratin, crispy duck egg, carrot vinaigrette (V)

Palate Cleanser after mains

Dessert
Selection of ripe fine cheeses, grape chutney, homemade                                                

crackers & pickles* (V) (GFOA)

Blackberry souffle, gingernut biscuit ice cream, blackberry sauce (V)

Walnut cake, pecans, homemade crème anglaise (V) 

(Hot toddy) lemon & honey cake, confit lemon, ginger ice cream, whisky gel (V)

Chocolate pudding with lavender sorbet (V)

Petit Fours after dessert

£40 per person which includes a glass of fizz at midnight or during your meal.                               
£10 per person deposit to secure your booking (which is non-refundable).                                  

Pre-orders required a minimum of 7 days before your booking.                                           
*£5 supplement (dexter beef & cheeses)

The City of London, 68-70 High Street,                                              
Dymchurch, TN29 0NL. 01303 873979
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On Saturday 9th November
representatives of a number of local
groups joined members of Hythe Rotary
Club to plant 3,500 crocus bulbs in
Oaklands Park in Hythe to mark and to
publicise Rotary International’s work in
funding the eradication of polio
throughout the world.  

Rotary has been working to prevent
polio for more than 30 years and the
goal of ridding the world of this awful
disease is closer than ever. As a founding

partner of the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative, together with the World Health
Organisation and the Bill Gates
Foundation, Rotary has helped to reduce
polio cases by 99.9% since the first
project to vaccinate children in the
Philippines in 1979.  To date Rotary has
contributed in excess of $1.8 billion,
raised by members around the world, to
enable more than 2.5 billion children in
122 countries to be immunised. The
vaccination programme wiped the
disease from the western hemisphere

more than a generation ago and it has
receded from memory in most of the
world.  Even in its last boltholes in
Northern Nigeria and the mountainous
border regions between Pakistan and
Afghanistan polio only strikes a few times
each year but all the time it is present
anywhere it poses a potential threat to
children throughout the world.

In the hope that the local squirrels don’t
eat too many of the bulbs, there will be a
marvellous splash of purple in Oaklands

Park next Spring for everyone to enjoy
and to remind them of the campaign that
has done so much to keep polio at bay
and of the need to continue to maintain
vigilance and preventative measures.

Organisations helping Hythe Rotary
Club were :- Hythe Bay Rota Kids + Staff,
Palmarsh Primary School, 1st Hythe
Scouts and Beavers, Hythe in Bloom,
Hythe Environmental Community Group,
Hythe Community Festival 2020, Hythe
Town Councillor + Mums & Dads”
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HARD LANDSCAPE DESIGN FOR
DRIVEWAYS & GARDENS

INSTALLING BLOCK PAVING, INDIAN
SANDSTONE, SLABS, SLATE, ETC

Our quality Work is Guaranteed & 
Installed to British & Brett Standard

PROVIDING PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
Tel: 01797 344266

Mob: 07836 298020
email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com

www. .com
NATIONAL AWARD WINNER FOR 3 YEARS

On Saturdrr ay 9th November partner of the Global Polio Eradication more than a generation ago and it has Park next Spring for everyone to e

3,500 crocus bulbs planted
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How to contact Damian or follow the campaign:

   askdamian@damiancollins.com   01303 253524

      fb.com/damiancollinsofficial          @DamianCollins       

   damiancollins.com

Promoted by Russell Tillson on behalf of Damian Collins, 
both of F&HCA, 4 West Cliff Gardens, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SP

General Election: Thursday 12 December 2019 

I will back Boris
Johnson’s withdrawal

agreement to take us out of
the EU. WeWW need to get
Brexit done and move on.

450 increase in Kent
Police numbers by

March 2020 (plus a further
147 by March 2021). Five
extra town centre offff iff cers
have also recently been
appointed here.

Schools locally will see
their funding per pupil

increase, rising on average
faff ster than the rest of
England, in the next
academic year.rr

1

2

3

Record investment in
our NHS, keep A&E

services at the William
Harvey,yy train more GPs
locally,yy improve mental
health support.

A long term future foff r
nuclear power at

Dungeness. I’ve campaigned
foff r multi-million pound
investment in flood defeff nces
on the Romney Marsh coast.

Securing funding to
help regenerate our

towns, and build more
affff off rdable homes, including
a new green town at
Otterpool Park.

4

5

6

for Folkestone 
and Hythe

Damian

COLLINS
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G. NEWING 
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065

Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience

MCS Approved Installer 
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor

Trust mark and Real Registered

If you fancy your chances as a politician,
you have now sadly missed the
deadline to register as a candidate in
this general election.

But here are the rules on who can stand
and who decides which candidates
voters choose from.

What is a parliamentary
candidate?

People who want to become a Member
of Parliament (MP) are known as a
parliamentary candidate, or a
prospective parliamentary candidate.

They are usually chosen by a political
party - groups of people with similar
beliefs who come together to try to win
power. A small number of candidates do
not represent a party but stand alone as
independents.

The candidates compete against one
another for votes in one of the UK's 650
voting areas, or constituencies.

Whoever wins the most votes in a
particular constituency is elected as an MP.

Can anyone become an MP?

Almost anyone can put themselves
forward as an MP, which can lead to a
crowded field. In one poll in 2008, no

fewer than 26 candidates stood for
election - many of them as
independents.

Candidates must be at least 18 years
old, a British citizen, or a qualifying
citizen of the Commonwealth or
Republic of Ireland who is resident in
the UK.

Certain groups of people are not
allowed to stand. For example,
prisoners, members of the police and
armed forces and judges are excluded.

To be on the ballot paper - which voters
use to make their choice - candidates
must complete nomination forms.

They also have to pay a £500 deposit,
which is returned to them if they win at
least 5% of the votes cast.

What happens a�er the
deadline for nomina�ons?

The names of the nominated
candidates will appear on the ballot
paper and they cannot decide to
withdraw. However, if a candidate of one
of the registered parties dies, the
election in their constituency is
postponed. This last happened in the
2010 general election.

How do par�es select their
candidates?

The parties normally have plenty of
time to select candidates for an
election. All parties currently
represented in the UK Parliament follow
similar procedures.

First of all, to be nominated, you have to
be a party member for a certain period
of time, which varies from three months
to a year.

Then there are application forms and
assessments, with questions about life
and political experiences and career.

The parties then draw up centrally
approved lists of candidates, which are
then put to the local party members for
a final decision.

General election 2019: 
How political parties choose election candidates

© BBC News
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The Stagecoach company’s evening bus
service has recently become the target
of a rash of nuisance attacks from local
youths in Lydd, precipitating an inquiry
by Kent Police and complaints from
local residents.

Ian Loftus, Operations Manager at the
Folkestone base of the bus company
told The Looker: “On 10th November
alone we had a staff report of an
incident at Lydd at 6.30pm and similar
incidents have taken place on the
evenings of 29th October, 2nd
November and four on 10th November.
The times have varied from 21.08 (29th),
19.59 (2nd), 15.27, 16.14, 18.30 and 19.31
(all on the 10th).

“All incidents are investigated and CCTV
footage is being viewed to try and
identify the culprits and reported to
Kent Police. Images have now been
made available to the police who are
currently conducting an investigation.”

A particular incident which occurred on
Sunday 10th November, involved youths

opening engine flaps and activating the
emergency stop button. This was
recorded on CCTV and is currently under
investigation along with the other
occurrences.

A local resident, who wishes to remain
anonymous, was travelling on a coach
through Lydd and reported the vehicle
being pelted with eggs as it passed by
the church. Another resident, also
wishing to remain anonymous said:
“This service is vital to me, for shopping
and visiting relatives. I don’t have a car
and I’m afraid the bus service will be
stopped if these attacks continue.”

Local Community Warden Erica Evans
told The Looker: “I am fully aware of
these incidents and am liaising with
other organisations in tackling it.”

Ian Loftus added: “These incidents are
extremely dangerous examples of anti-
social behaviour and need nipping in
the bud before somebody gets seriously
injured.”

THE LOOKER COMMENT
Lydd’s bus service is vital to the community as the town is isolated and
many of its residents rely on the service for shopping, socialising and

visiting friends and relatives in surrounding villages. Also, the service is
used by local people to get to and from work. Those perpetrating these

stupid and dangerous attacks are risking not only the lives of passengers,
pedestrians and bus staff but they are also risking the loss of this

important link with the outside world. Those engaged in this behaviour
need to stop and think about the consequences to others because

one day, it may be a member of their own families that suffer as
a result of their stupidity.

Anyone with information about the these incidents can contact 
Kent Police by calling 101 or typing ‘Kent Police Report A Crime’

into Google which directly links to the reporting page.

Selfish irresponsible
youths risk loss of vital

by Kim Gandy
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Trust on the way to
being baby friendly
East Kent Hospitals has passed the
first stage in achieving Unicef Baby
Friendly accreditation, meaning
mums and babies will get the best
advice and support with
breastfeeding.

The scheme is regarded as the gold
standard for maternity and neonatal
teams and the Trust had to
demonstrate training was in place
for all staff to meet the criteria for the
first stage.

Infant feeding coordinators Kate
Lynch and Philippa Parrett led the
process and said it meant mums
and babies would get the same top-
quality care to establish
breastfeeding, whether they gave
birth at Ashford or Margate, and
whoever looked after them.

Kate said: “Everyone is truly
committed to achieving Unicef
Baby Friendly accreditation, and
this has been demonstrated by the
way they have really got on board
with the process.

“We can now be confident that
everyone will be trained to the same
high standard and providing the
best advice and support to new
mums on breastfeeding and the
benefits it offers them and their
babies.”

As part of their preparations to
achieve full Baby Friendly
accreditation, Kate and Philippa

have organised groups of volunteer
baby-friendly advocates at the
Queen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother Hospital in Margate and
William Harvey Hospital in
Ashford. Across both sites, staff
deliver approximately 6,500
babies every year.

Unicef’s Baby Friendly status is
designed to provide parents with
the best possible care to build close
and loving relationships with their
babies, and to feed them in ways
which support optimum health and
development.

The report confirming the first stage
conditions had been met praised
the quality of the documents
submitted and the thorough and
strategic planning by the team to
implement the Baby Friendly
standards.

It also recognised senior managers’
support for the project.

The Trust will now work towards
achieving the second stage
accreditation, which must be done
by August 2021 and recognises
staff’s ability to support women with
complex breastfeeding issues. After

that the guidelines
allow a year to
reach full
accreditation,
which involves
judges interviewing
mothers who have
used the service
about their
experiences. Staff
are also tested on
their knowledge.

Folkestone town centre survey
goes digital
The second phase of a public
survey about Folkestone town
centre’s vibrant future has been
launched – with residents now able
to share their views online.

A large number of people voiced
their opinions on the current offering
and its future prospects during the
first phase of the research work
commissioned by Folkestone &
Hythe District Council (F&HDC).

And while face-to-face
questionnaires will resume across
the town centre today (7
November), residents also have the
opportunity to submit their
viewpoints at their own leisure by
visiting the digital version of the
survey.

Topics include the present range of
shops and businesses, the
attractiveness of the area, and the
sense of community – while
participants are encouraged to
suggest how the ongoing
regeneration of the area can be
further enhanced.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC
Cabinet Member for the District
Economy, said: “The information

we’re gathering will be used to
inform the development of a
masterplan for the town centre –
and everyone will have their own
view of what it could look like.

“We want to build a cohesive town
centre for everyone, and also
improve the appeal of the area to
residents and visitors both
throughout the day and into the
evening.

“I would encourage as many
people as possible to play their part
in ensuring Folkestone has a
long-term, sustainable future for
years to come.”

Face-to-face questionnaires will be
conducted in locations across
Folkestone town centre – consisting
of the two shopping precincts either
side of West Terrace, the Creative
Quarter, as well as the harbour and
seafront area.

Those living in the district can take
part in the online survey by clicking
here. The deadline for submissions
is Sunday 24 November.
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Kent PCC
Matthew Scott
welcomes
Home Office plan to
toughen legislation on
unlawful encampments
Matthew Scott, the
elected Police and
Crime Commissioner
for Kent, is supporting
a Government 
plan to criminalise
trespass.

The Home Office today
(Tuesday) launched a
consultation on giving
police new powers to
arrest and seize the
property and vehicles
of trespassers who
set up unauthorised
caravan sites. Mr Scott
believes these changes
would make it easier for
swift and robust action
to be taken.

He said: ‘I travel all over Kent
speaking to residents and I know
all too well the deep frustrations
our local communities have with
existing legislation. Currently
trespassing is defined as a civil
matter, meaning the law is too
weak and slow to proffer true
protection against illegal
incursions.

'Only this week, a popular public
park near Deal has had to close
due to an incursion. This has a big
impact on the local community. I
feel it is wrong that, when this sort
of things happens, it is the

landowners who are responsible
for enforcing the existing civil
legislation and it is wrong that
local taxpayers are often left
footing the bill for expensive clean
ups once the trespassers are
moved on.

‘I have lobbied Government to
criminalise illegal incursions and
so am delighted with the
announcement to potentially
change the law. Giving local
police officers the power to arrest
trespassers and seize their
property and vehicles would, in
my view, better protect our
communities.’

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
30 Years

Experience
£5 million Public

Liability Insurance

With THE LOOKER moving into new territories (Folkestone,
Cheriton and Hawkinge), we are looking to take on some

budding local journalists.  The original concept of the paper 
was that ‘it is your paper’ wri�en by you for you!  We want to

have local journalists who feed stories to our main editor
covering all the clubs, events and local news features.  

If you have always wanted to write for a newspaper and did not
know how, contact our Editor, David Wimble.

We are also looking for someone to work part �me in a paid
capacity as a local news subeditor.  You must have previous

journalis�c experience and used to working to �ght deadlines. 

We pride ourselves on having no poli�cal agenda, but really
want to get behind the breaking local news stories and cover

them in the way that THE LOOKER has become so well known
for over the past nine years.

We are also looking for someone who can work online with our
new website, which should be live by the beginning of

December.  

For more informa�on on how you can either volunteer or work
for THE LOOKER, contact David Wimble

and include a CV to: David@thelooker.co.uk

THE LOOKER is expanding...
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Words & pictures by Kim Gandy

The youth of Romney Marsh showcased
their film-making skills recently at an
event held by a collaboration between
the Fifth Continent Landscape
Partnership Scheme and Folkestone-
based Screen South, a “cultural
development organisation with digital
creativity at its heart”.
Amazon vouchers and trophies were
presented by the organisation to the
worthy winners after a pop-in screening
at the Old School in New Romney.
In first place was Aidan Sharples with
“Quick Sand”, a reflective and heartfelt
look at the open skies, shingle and
culture of the Marsh. Second placed was
“Weather Warning, a graphics-heavy but
startling film about climate change by
Tom Ward and in third place, budding
actor Matt Thompson with a very clever
one-hand, thought-provoking short

drama entitled “Paradox Paradise” and
jointly third placed was Mei Joan Guyll,
with a fascinating look at the flora and
fauna of the Marsh.
There were several other very short
animations created by Lydd 1st Scouts
and Lydd Youth Set, which comprised
vignettes of Marsh history, entirely
composed of plasticine and paint
animated models. These were
amusingly graphic for the age group
that created them but nonetheless
informative.
A short and very interesting film of Lydd
children being interviewed about what
they would like the council to provide
for them, provided an insight into the
genuine desires of young people, who,
without the local facilities, would be
very hard-pressed indeed to find
absorbing ways to pass the time.
Also featured was a fascinating film

about an archaeological dig at the Old
Rectory in Brenzett, featuring its owners
Russell and Carol Bates. The youth of
Lydd and the Marsh Academy played a
significant part in the competition and
the dedication and passion of the
contestants was self-evident. The
creativity of Marsh youngsters is
seemingly inspired by the history and
landscape and shows a depth of
knowledge and dedication that is truly
inspiring.
The Project is now looking for
volunteers to send 60-second film clips
of life on the Marsh in order to create a
year-long film diary. The requirement is
to do one small video a month and send
it to Screen South who can be found at
www.screensouth.org  This is open to
ALL age groups. See the website for
details of this and other projects
including details of the BFI Film
Academy Camp 2020.

Marsh youngsters showcase their talents at
The Marsh On Screen Event



A bus journey across
Romney Marsh

By Brian Holyland

Inspired by travellers reminisces in
the book entitled ‘Bus Pass Britain’,
I recount my experiences of a trip
on my favourite bus journey,
namely that of Stagecoach East
Kent Route 102 (The Wave) from
Dover to Rye/Hastings.  These
buses used to continue to Brighton,
a journey I made occasionally
before taking the train back to
London and home, but today this
journey involves two changes of
buses on the way.  Making the trip
in winter during the day with many
leafless trees, widens the horizon
for a greater coverage of the
distant scene.

Joining the bus at its Penchester
Street starting point, we travel
westwards leaving Dover and start
to ascend the Western Heights
above the famous White Cliffs.
After 15 minutes, we are passing the
‘Battle of Britain’ memorial at
Capel-le-Ferne on our left and the
French Coast can be seen on a
clear day.  Shortly afterwards we
have a bird’s eye view of Folkestone
as we start the descent of Creteway
Down and arrive at Folkestone Bus
Station after a journey of 25
minutes.  

Shortly after leaving Folkestone we
pass through Sandgate, noted for its
many antique shops, and we travel
with the sea on our left and on
occasions during inclement
weather, the sea will encroach on
the roadway.  Looking half left, we
may see the bulk of the Nuclear
Power Stations at Dungeness, and
after a journey time of 20 minutes
from Folkestone, we arrive at the
Red Lion Square in the Cinque Port
town of Hythe.  

Leaving Hythe on the A259, we
now have the Lympne Hills on our
right and in Roman times, the waters
of the English Channel lapped the
base of these hills.  We are now
starting our journey across the
Romney Marsh, sometimes referred
to as the Fifth Continent.  Another
five miles brings us to Dymchurch
and hereabouts a Martello Tower
may be seen, one of 74 that were
built.  They were defensive structures
built to combat a possible invasion
by Napolean.  The walls were
reputed to be 14 feet thick and these
towers were sited between
Seabrook, Kent and Seaford in
Sussex.

We are now approaching New
Romney and leaving the A259 at
the traffic lights at the top of The
Avenue, we turn left to Littlestone
with the tower of St. Nicholas in the
distance on our right.  This area was
devastated in the great storm of
1287 which partially destroyed the
port of New Romney and changed
the course of the river on which the
town stood, and which we now
know as the Rother which flows

onto the sea at Rye.  St. Nicholas
Church stood on the harbour wall
and ships would berth alongside.  

Turning right on to Coast Drive at
Littlestone, we have a delightful run
of about six miles along the coast to
Lydd-on-Sea, with the famous Pilot
Inn on our left where we turn inland.
There has been an inn on or near
this site since the mid 1600s and the
first inn was built from the timbers of
a Spanish ship.  Almost opposite this
spot are the remains of a fort built
during the Napoleonic war.

Onwards now through the mainly
desolate landscape of Dungeness
Estate which is home to about 600
species of flora and fauna with the
RSPB on our left.

Entering the town of Lydd, we stop
at the George Hotel which rumour
has it has a resident ghost.  Passing
along the length of the High Street,
we rejoin the A259 and more
desolate country with much W.D.
property in evidence.  Eventually
the ancient Cinque Port town of Rye
looms large on the horizon and our
bus terminates at the railway station.
There is an immediate bus
connection onwards to Hastings
which passes Camber Castle on our
left and then comes the steep climb
into Winchelsea.  Old Winchelsea
was completely destroyed in the
1287 storm and the new town built
by Edward 1 was laid out on the
grid system, so evident today.
Entering Hastings from the east, we
pass along the sea front before
going inland to terminate at the
railway station where our journey
ends.
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DUNGENESS

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ

NOW TAKING ORDERS
Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10

FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM
Tel: 01797 320789

www.dungenessfish.com

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

�
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Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888

Gas & Oil Boiler Service, Repair and Installation

 

248 Cheriton Road | Folkestone | Kent | CT19 4DN



It was November 1987 and -10ºC
with snow on the ground when
we landed at Moscow Airport on
a Russian airline Aeroflot
Tupolev 154.   It took some time
to get through customs and on to
our Intourist coach which took us
to the hotel Belgrade.  Over the
next three days, we went to Red
Square and into the Kremlin,
visited the Moscow State Circus
and spent an evening travelling
on the Metro, Moscow’s famous
underground railway system
where every station is like a
museum.
The Moscow Metro was opened in
1935 in the era of Stalin and is one of
the biggest and densest in the world.  It
is made up of 14 lines, over 200 stations
and is over 200 miles long.  The deepest
station is nearly 300ft below ground
and the longest escalator is 140 yards
long.  No mass transit system in the
world can compare with the opulent
architecture that lies beneath Moscow’s
streets that are known as ‘people’s
palaces’.  We travelled on the ‘Circular
Line’ that comprised 12 stations and got
off at every one to have a look at the
lavish style of the stations and the ornate
ceilings.  The stations were very clean
with no litter or graffiti; very different to
the UK!  
The next day, we made our way to
Moscow Leningradsky station for our
eight hour trip to Leningrad, about 400
miles to the north.  The route between the
two largest Russian cities is one of the

most popular in Russia and is the second
oldest line in the country.  When it
opened in 1851, the line was the longest
double-track railway in the world.
For many years the line was completely
straight apart from a 11-mile curve near
the city of Novgorod.  The legend is that
Tsar Nicholas who selected the route,
took a ruler and drew a straight line
between the two cities on a map, but
accidentally drew around his finger on
the map.  In reality, the line was
originally built without the curve but was
realigned some years later to circumvent
a steep gradient that caused severe
problems for steam locomotives.
The fastest train takes just over four hours
and there are also a number of
overnight trains which are quite
comfortable.  The engine on our train
was a diesel/electric which looked
quite old and it had about 14 coaches
behind it.  People boarded the train with
goods and large bags and the coaches
were a little dated and scruffy.  We had

to show our passports on boarding and
our train left about midday.  The seats
were comfortable and we were seated
at a table for four with large windows.
There was no restriction on filming and I
took over an hour of video with a large
old-fashioned VHS Video Camera.  At
the end of each carriage there was a
lady conductor where we could get a

hot cup of tea from a steaming samovar
(urn).  We had a meal on our journey
which comprised of the normal brown
bread and cabbage and soup!  We
could also purchase vodka and Russian
wine.
It was comfortable and warm on the
train which rattled along and stopped at
numerous stations on the way.  At every
station, passengers got on and off; it was
almost like a commuter train.  It looked
very bleak and cold outside once we
had left the suburbs of Moscow, with
little villages dotted on the landscape.
The scenery was mostly trees with a few

large lakes and along the way, we
noticed many wooden houses that
looked as if they were about to fall over.
But these houses had vegetable gardens
and were inhabited.  They are known as
‘Dachas’.  A Dacha is a Russian word for
a second home and they are usually
located on the edge of the larger cities.
They are very common in Russia and it
is estimated that about 50% of Russian
families living in large cities have one.
The further north we travelled, it was
noticeable that there was more snow on
the ground and most of the rivers and
some of the lakes we passed were
frozen over.  By the middle of the
afternoon it was starting to get dark and
it also started snowing.  There were very
few lights to be seen, just a few now and
then when we stopped at a station or
passed through a small town.  We slept
from time to time with the low buzz of a
foreign language lulling us to sleep.

We had another snack on the train
before pulling into Moskovsky station in
Leningrad at around 8 p.m.  Again, we
had to show our passports and an
Intertourist coach was waiting to take us
to our hotel.  The city of Leningrad was
originally called St. Petersburg and
created by Peter the Great in 1703 as a
port on the River Neva.  Just before the
Revolution in 1917, it was renamed
Petrograd.  The name changed after
Lenin’s death in 1924 to Leningrad
again but it regained its original
historical name of St. Petersburg in 1991.
Certainly a train trip with a difference!

The Moscow Metro and
Moscow to Leningrad

TRAIN TALES – by John Wimble
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Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm, 
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto 
tyre selector and get the best deal on a 

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:

NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING

FREE 
BALANCING

The Looker Newspaper has a range of adver�sing opportuni�es
across our newspaper and digital offerings, plus other pla�orms

including video, events and leaflets.
Our team of experts will work with you to understand what you

are trying to achieve while analysing what is the best and the
most cost effec�ve mix of adver�sing to help you achieve your

aims and grow your business. 
The Looker can help adver�se your business to a loyal, engaged,
local Romney Marsh, Hythe and Folkestone  readership, both in

print and online. Therefore, make sure you take advantage 
of the opportuni�es to showcase your business and associate

your brand with The Looker.
Choose to adver�se with The Looker and we will help you 

reach an engaged, local audience. We can reach more people
across more pla�orms more o�en, whilst consistently

reinforcing your business message. 
We can help your business reach the right audiences at the 

right �me so contact us now and a member of our team will be
in touch to help you find the right op�ons for your business,

your budget and your target customer.

To find out how easy and cost effec�ve it is to
adver�se in The Looker Contact our sales team

01797 364837

Adver�sing Opportuni�es

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE LOOKER
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Local councillor
threatens to quit
The ongoing battle between
New Romney Town Councillor
John Ebrey-Cramp and fellow
councillors came to a head last
Monday evening when he
refused to follow the rules of
council procedure.  He stated
that he was soon to resign his
position on what he described
as a ‘Corrupt Council’.
After the initial meeting had got
underway, the main business of the
evening came when a debate
about a proposal for an alternative
Community Hall was put forward
by Councillor Bryony Longbay-
Kapoor.

After introducing the item, Mayor
Paul Thomas explained that each
councillor would be given three
minutes in which to put their views.
As soon as councillors stood to
make their presentations, Mr Ebrey-
Cramp kept interrupting
proceedings and when asked to
wait his turn, kept interjecting that
this was another reason that
showed the public in the gallery that
the council was not transparent and
was corrupt as he was being
silenced.

The discussion on the proposed new
Community Pavilion was very
emotive with councillors putting
forward their personal points of
view.

Towards the end of the meeting
after the Mayor had repeatedly
asked the councillor to comply with
the councils procedures of debate
as set down in the standing orders,
Mr Ebrey-Cramp stated, ‘That he
was not bothered as he was soon to
be leaving the council to
concentrate on his own group,
which would expose the council for
what a corrupt group they are and
in three and a half years time, it

would come back and bite them
when the next election comes
along.’

Mr Ebrey-Cramp had been a
councillor previously but resigned
on that occasion too, because he
again accused the council of being
corrupt and run by an inner
committee that were elected by the
townspeople and not prepared to
listen to any other councillors in
debates.

He stood in the District elections in
May this year and was registered
as a Labour councillor, but 24 hours
before the election, claimed to have
resigned from the Labour Party and
was standing as an Independent,
backed by a small number of local
businesses.

When Mr Ebrey-Cramp resigned
last time from the council he
predicted that: ‘The town was in for
a major shakeup come the
election!’  At the meeting on
Monday night, he repeated his
claim that in three and a half years
time he would ensure that the
council was exposed for not being
transparent.

Former Mayor Peter Coe pointed
out that every step of the
consultation and the council’s
decisions had been carried out with
full scrutiny of the entire council and
that the council had undertaken
extensive public opinion through a
public survey sent to every house
within the town along with a
stamped addressed envelope.

The Rolfe Lane Residents Association
in New Romney ceased as at 28th
September 2019. This followed a
communication to all RLARA
members on 14th August asking for
volunteers to put their names forward
to stand on the committee.

Unfortunately there were no new
committee nominations forthcoming
and consequently as previously
advised, there was no alternative but
to fold the Residents Association.
All residual RLARA monies will be
equally distributed among three local
deserving charities.

 

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers
November’s meeting was by Ann Luckett entitled ‘Are you ready
for Christmas’. Ann demonstrated some exquisite arrangements
and gave us all lots of ideas for our own Christmas
arrangements.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 11th December 2.00pm for
2.30pm at St Mary’s Bay Village Hall, which is a workshop to
make a long Table arrangement with candles. Visitors all welcome
with refreshments available which will be mulled cordial and
mince pies for this Christmas meeting.

A date for your 2020 Diaries - January 8th Workshop 
‘How to make a Hand Tie bouquet’. For more information,

contact Gill on, 01797 367258 or Carol 01797 363662.
Look forward to seeing you. 

Rolfe Lane Area Residents
Association wound up

The first edition of what we hope will be an annual calendar, has gone on sale this week and the
calendars are available from many of The Looker distribution points. Looker Editor David Wimble
said: “We have thought about doing a calendar for some years, but it was one of those things that
we kept putting off, so when Paul Apps offered us the licence to use some of his paintings as
images for each month, we thought it would be great. When we mentioned it in the paper a few
weeks ago, we did not know what the demand might be, so we were blown away when cheques
started arriving through the door.”
Paul Apps, who is based in Hythe, is one of the country’s leading wildlife painters, but through his
studio, he also displays other works of art in a number of formats.  The calendar features oil
paintings and also watercolours which portrait the beautiful district that we live in.
Paul told The Looker: “I was only too happy to help out the paper.
When they are delivered every two weeks, I am normally in the
middle of one of my art classes and everyone takes one home.  It
really is a great local paper, written by people who care about the
district. 
I was only too happy to help.” Some people are using the
calendars as Christmas presents and posting them overseas too. 
To find out where you can get your calendar, just ask when you
pick up your Looker or phone our office and we will tell you 
where you can get one. See page 6 for full details.

Looker Christmas Calendars
are on sale NOW

Looker Editor David Wimble & Artist Paul Apps
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Doctors at East Kent
Hospitals have been able to
cure patients of a type of
leukaemia – without the
need for a bone marrow
transplant or life-long drug
treatment – with significant
results for one resident in
Folkestone.

People diagnosed with
Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia,
or CML, have been able to
come off their medication after
positive results in clinical trials,
with some patients remaining
free of the disease for almost 10
years so far. 

The breakthrough could save the
NHS up to £50,000 per patient
per year, and also means people
avoid side-effects associated with
some of the anti-cancer drugs they
had been taking. 

Dr Christopher Pocock,
haematology consultant at East
Kent Hospitals Trust, said it was a
significant development. 

He said:  “This is an example of
clinical research allowing patients
to be potentially cured of a
leukaemia that 20 years ago was
only cured by performing a bone
marrow transplant – a procedure
that in itself carried a 25 per cent
risk of death, and risk of long-term
debilitating side effects. 

“It suggests that we will be able to
get a significant number of patients
into treatment-free remission
through drug therapy alone, and
that they will be able to enjoy a
totally normal life without the need
to take any further medication or
treatments.” 

Peter Williams, from Folkestone,
was one of the first patients to be
able to successfully stop treatment. 

He was diagnosed with CML in
2009, at the age of 40, while
working in Cambodia. 

The dad of two, whose daughters
were just four and one at the time,
said:  

“Looking back, there were
symptoms I didn’t take any notice of,
like night sweats and feeling run
down. 

“But it wasn’t until I was lying on my
stomach and I could feel something
was enlarged that I actually went to
the doctor. 

“When I was told it was CML, I had
no idea what that was. It then took
five weeks to get me and family
back to England; I had to sell
everything, quit everything, say

goodbye, and arrange passports
and visas.” 

Peter registered with a GP and was
referred to the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, where he met Dr Pocock. 

He was able to join a new drug trial
and the treatment proved effective
in combatting the disease, but left
him with side effects including fluid
on the lung which regularly required
hospital treatment. 

Researchers elsewhere had seen
positive results after taking patients
off the drugs, and after yet another
in-patient stay to deal with his lung
issues, Dr Pocock decided to try the
same with Peter. 

He said: “Before then, it was thought
that patients had to stay on the
drugs for life and if they came off
then their CML would come back. 

“But a study in France demonstrated
that 40 per cent of patients were
able to stop treatment indefinitely,
and we were then able to take part
in a UK trial where we halved
patients’ dosages and monitored
them for changes.  

“We found that for people who had
responded to the drugs and had no
leukaemia cells in their body, 70
per cent were able to stop treatment
without it coming back.  

“As Peter was experiencing the side
effects of fluid on the lungs, and had
been responding well to the
treatment, we decided to try
reducing his medication.” 

Tests revealed no change in Peter’s
leukaemia status after cutting his
dose in half and, after he was
admitted to hospital in August 2016
with more fluid on his lung, the
medical team decided to stop the
drug treatment altogether. 

Peter said: “I wasn’t frightened at
any point. Dr Pocock is very
reassuring and it was very easy to
go along with his suggestions. 

“I consider myself very lucky to
have been in the right place at the

East Kent trial offers hope
of a cure for leukaemia 

right time, so everything lined up
and it ended up saving my life. 

“I can now spend time with my
family, I was a founding trustee of a
charity and I volunteer as a
governor at two primary schools. 

“I can enjoy life and I am so grateful
to Dr Pocock and the team for
making that happen.” 

East Kent Hospitals is the only district
general Trust invited to join the
Destiny trial, offering patients the
option of stopping treatment – other
patients must travel to London or
specialist centres in the north of
England. 

Dr Pocock said: “Not all patients
want to stop treatment, and it can be
a daunting prospect. 

“But we monitor them closely and
will restart the drug if there is any
significant change. If someone has
got to 18 months off treatment with
no sign of the leukaemia cells
returning, we can be reasonably
confident they are not going to
undergo molecular relapse. 

“Peter has now been treatment-free
for three years and judging by the
results of other trials and our
experience we can say he is
probably cured of his CML.” 
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Seaside Singers 
Old Time Sing-a-long
On Friday 8th November the

Seaside Singers came to the

Romney Marsh Day Centre to

give us a joyful rendition of some

good Old Time Sing a long songs

from yesteryear including Roll out

the Barrel, Daisy-Daisy and We’ll

meet again.

It was particulary poignant that to
end they sang Where have all the
flowers gone and The Rose. As a
volunteer may I thank the singers
for an hour of absolute joy. Thanks
also to the staff, members and
fellow volunteers it is a privilege to
work along side you all. 

Vicki Dawson – Lydd

Taxi driver prosecuted for
unfare business
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
has issued a stern warning for
anyone operating an unlicensed taxi
business in the district, after a
resident was fined £1,500 for taking
fares under false pretences.
Taxi rogue, Kelvin Rumsey advertised
the rogue venture in a village
newsletter and a local pub – as well
as online – over a number of years.
Having attracted the interest of police
officers and concerned members of
the public, F&HDC wrote to Mr
Rumsey to remind him of his legal
responsibilities.
But he ignored the letter and
continued to promote and operate the
service. An undercover officer was
driven from Elham to Ashford
International railway station during an
investigation into the matter.
Mr Rumsey pleaded guilty to three
driving offences (not having a valid
private hire driver licence, vehicle
licence or an operator’s licence) at
Folkestone Magistrates’ Court on 4
November. He was fined £1,500
and ordered to pay costs of £605.80
and a £50 victim surcharge –
bringing the total bill for his dishonest
actions to £2,155.80.
Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader,
said: “This Council will not tolerate
such selfish behaviour from people
running a business that puts our
residents at risk.
“Unlicensed drivers do not have the

correct insurance policy to operate a
taxi service, meaning customers
would not be covered if they were
involved in a collision.
“Passenger safety is of paramount
importance to the council, and this
rogue business showed a complete
disregard to the welfare of
unsuspecting customers.”
The vehicle Mr Rumsey drove was 15
years’ old – despite Council
requirements that taxis should be no
more than three years old when they
are first licenced, and no more than
seven years on their final renewal,
unless they are wheelchair accessible.
Members of the public are reminded
to ensure that they only ever get into
a licensed private hire (pre-booked)
or Hackney carriage (from a rank or
hailed) vehicle. They can be identified
by a purple (PH) or orange (H)
rectangular plate on the rear of the
vehicle, showing the F&HDC logo
and a valid date.
Licensed drivers should be wearing a
badge showing their licence number
and a valid expiry date. Any
concerns regarding licensed or
unlicensed vehicles or drivers should
be reported to the licensing team at
the council.

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Budgeting Tips

or “making your pennies work harder”
USE CASH. We know this goes against the grain, of what society and the
banks are telling us to do, but it has been proven time and time again, that
everyone is more careful when they are spending ‘real money’. Most people
pay their bills with direct debits and standing orders, but after that, work out
how much money you have left for food and incidentals, and spend it in
cash. Doesn’t matter whether it is £20 or £200, research has proved that
you will be more careful when actually using cash.
All the organisations that help people with debt problems advise using cash.
It is also easier to keep to a budget, when you can actually see how much
money you have to spend. Especially if your money is limited, it takes away
the temptation to spend money that you haven’t got! If you are not used to
shopping with cash, after you have drawn your cash out of the machine, leave
your plastic at home! Then you won’t be tempted to buy unplanned items, or
use contactless. Contactless can be a slide into debt for people struggling to
budget. Try and get out of the habit of using it. It is so easy to rack up hundreds
of £s of spending on trivial non-essentials. 
There are probably occasions when you can’t help using plastic, like big items
or internet shopping. But make rules for yourself. Set yourself spending limits.
Debt counsellors suggest that you NEVER EVER buy anything during the hours
when you should be asleep! Occasionally sales start at midnight, and you are
after something special, but be disciplined!  Your judgement is at its lowest
point, and especially if you are given to depression, you are more likely to
spend recklessly. Do your internet shopping when you are alert and making
good decisions, like morning, or after lunch. But where you can, stick to Cash,
and you will feel yourself getting on top of things! More next time. 
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By Andrew South

Once a farmer, always a farmer so they
say! Pelham House Care Home resident
Cynthia Hobbs was born into farming,
married a farmer and settled in the
Alkham Valley, where she lived happily
and raised four children..
“Cynthia told us it would be her dream
to visit a farm again, and together with
her love of children we arranged with
teacher Robyn Fuller to visit Brockhill
School,” the Folkestone Care Home’s
Desirée Gillard told ‘The Looker’. “There
she met two delightful students, Betty
Ludlow and Georgia Monkhouse, who
are both studying Health & Social Care,
while Betty is also a Young Farmer at the
school.”
The girls took Cynthia on a tour of the
Brockhill’s school farm, which provides
rural-based learning from ages 11 to 18,
as well as running a young farmers club.
Young Farmers allows students to work
in teams getting to know all types of
animals and the husbandry involved

with caring for them. Brockhill has a
working farm and the students are
active in striving to achieve awards for
their animals at shows in order to raise
the price of their products. 

Students are given an animal to pair up
with and work with during the
preparation for shows which allows
them to create special bonds. The
students understand the full process of
taking animals to market and the
abattoir. The students may not
otherwise get the opportunity to work
with animals some of which may have
never even been close to a cow before. 
The visit to Brockhill brought back many
memories of Cynthia’s farming days, as
well as the many times she had
collected her son from the very same
school during the years he attended
Brockhill.
Having spent her life dedicated to
farming the morning was a great
success and on getting back into the taxi
to take her home, in her own words
"Crikey, I didn't expect a lovely morning
like that when you said come out with
me today!" 
This is only one in a series of ‘Dreams
Come True’ experiences for residents of
Pelham House, who have been able to

live out one of their dreams for a day.
Betty Neville and Francis Chapman had
both dreamed of seeing Folkestone
from the air.

“Wow, this is a challenge, I thought!”
said Desirée, “but Pelham House owner
Roger Waluube grabbed the idea and
arrangements were made with Lydd
Airport where Lydd Aero Club made
their dreams come true.”
An afternoon tea was taken over the
story of the
airport and its
planes with the
Club, but it
wasn’t until
they were
being escorted
out onto the
tarmac and
being strapped
into their aerial
carriage that
they realised
what was
about to
happen. 
“The plane
lifted from the
runway and
flew above the
Marsh coast and then over Pelham
House itself!” said
Desirée. “It was an experience they
will never forget!”
It was also a great experience for the
Home’s Manager, Matt Stacey who took
controls of the plane for a while – with
a little guidance from the pilot no
doubt.

Among other dreams which the Pelham
House team has helped to make come
true was a ‘trishaw’ ride enjoyed by 92-
year-old Betty, who was transported in
grand style in a Daimler from Folkestone
to Bexhill-on-Sea and met by the
fabulously-named Rocky Troiani.

He runs a car-
sales business,
but has become
something of a
hero to
charities over
the last six
years. 
And Sheila was
serenaded by
her favourite
songs from ‘My
Fair Lady’
during a recent
event at the
Care Home,
while the cast
of the Greatest
Show made a
fuss of Peter at

the Leas Cliff Hall, presenting him with
a commemorative ‘T’-shirt of the show.
The Pelham House programme of
making dreams come true continues to
ensure that all the residents enjoy a
special time, but the Home is grateful
for the many people and organisations
who have helped to bring happiness to
its residents

The Care Home where dreams come true…

Betty & Francis prepare for take-off

Betty & Francis with Pelham Manager, Matt Stacey

Peter with the cast of ‘The Greatest Show’

Cynthia down on the farm

Trishaw Molly and Rocky Troiani (right)



A Looker Christmas 
- A Grinch’s guide

Our editor David Wimble has a hate for an early Christmas, with TV

advertising already being rammed down our throats.  In his world, Christmas

starts around the 23rd December and is all done by the 28th!  We thought we

would ask for his guide to the festive season ahead.

The thing about this time of year is that it only really caters for one particular

demographic - people who love this time of year.  As for the rest of us, well,

err, let’s just say it doesn’t quite hold the same promise.  

Or does it?  
In actual fact, Christmas is the best time of year for people who don’t actually

like Christmas that much, because they get to realise their inner-Grinch.

Now, we’re not saying anyone should actually go out and do any of this stuff,

but if a Grinch were to pen a guide to Yuletide, this is what it might include: 

1. Under no circumstances remember to buy any secret Santa you’re
involved with.

2. Forget wallet at every meal arranged by friends.  

3. Guard the office party buffet with your life.  All those snacks are
yours now. 

4. Be constantly drunk, but never enthusiastic.  

5. Point out that ‘Fairytale of New York’ is actually a very sad song, and
most of the best seasonal tunes are also lyrically sombre despite being
so instrumentally upbeat.  

6. Discuss the meaninglessness of festivities in light of commercialisation
and the fact there is no Santa Claus, to a parent, in earshot of their
children.  Then pretend it was a genuine mistake whilst smiling.  

7. If you are doing presents, make sure anything you’re giving on
Christmas Day that needs a battery has no batteries and you are
miles from a shop. 

8. Don’t do presents.  

9. Just generally be a Bad Santa. 

But do not despair.  In the next issue (the penultimate before the Christmas

Break), we will see if we can get some festive spirit into the editor (a few

bottles should do it)!

Whilst we are talking about Christmas, our last edition for the year is on
December the 18th and then we will then be having a short break until the
8th of January. 
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Kent FA Trials - Phase 2
St Nicholas Primary Academy are
delighted that 2 pupils have  made
it through to the final selection for
Phase 2 of the U11 Kent County
Trials by Kent Schools’ Football
Association.  From the 120 children
in Kent who participated in the trials
for the Kent U11 squad, only 28
have made it through to the final
selection for Phase 2.

Rhys Lyon and Oscar Weight are
excited to have been selected to the
final trials taking place in two
weeks’ time in Gillingham.

No matter the outcome, the school
is proud of the achievements of all
those that have taken part in the
U11 Kent trials.

The Friends of All Saints’ Church, Lydd
The Friends of All Saints’
Church Lydd was
established many years
ago by Molly King with
the purpose of raising
funds to support the
maintenance of All Saints’,
the oldest and most
imposing structure in Lydd,
and arguably on the
Romney Marshes.  
Over the 1600 years of
All Saints’ presence in
Lydd, the building has
been used, supported and admired
by the local community.  All Saints’ is
a Grade 1 listed building in the
ownership of the Church of England
and locally managed by the
Parochial Church Council (PCC).  As
the building is Grade 1 listed there is
not only a desire and pride in
maintaining the building but it is 
also a legal responsibility. The
worshipping community raise funds
which are used for both the support
of the local and wider ministry 
and for the running costs of the
building.  However, the longer-term
maintenance costs of All Saints’ far
exceed the resources available from
the PCC funds alone.  Fortunately,

organisations exist to
support buildings such as
All Saints’ and as a result
of the financial support
from these organisations
together with good
management by the
PCC the building of All
Saints’ is in a reasonable
state of repair.  For this
situation to be secure for
the future the Friends
can provide extremely
valuable support.  

The Friends can provide that support
by concentrating their focus on
raising the awareness of the needs
and value of All Saints’ to the local
community.  To help in these tasks it
would be valuable for the friends to
have input from all parts of our
community.  I ask that if you value All
Saints’ as I do, you firstly become a
member of The Friends of All Saints’
Church Lydd, and secondly give
serious consideration to becoming
part of the structure of the Friends by
offering to be a member of the
committee.  
If you would like to find out more,
please contact Rev Chris at the
rectory (01797 320345).

Telephone:
0800 032 2699

T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside, 
Old House Lane, Brookland,

New Romney TN29 9RN
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LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,
I write to urge Bethy Courage to think again about vo�ng for
Georgina Treloar, the Green Party candidate at the General
Elec�on. 
Whilst it is certainly true she was arrested during the recent
Ex�nc�on Rebellion protests remember that the High Court has
just thrown out the Met Police's blanket ban on such
demonstra�ons and so many of those arrested will be contes�ng
such or any charges resul�ng.
Further, si�ng Green MP Caroline Lucas whilst s�ll leader of the
Party, was arrested and charged at the Balcome fracking site; later
acqui�ed at trial; but s�ll retained her Parliamentary seat and is
standing again this �me.
Given the increasingly dire warnings from including recently from
the IPCC, Imperial College, London and now the 11000 scien�sts
from 153 Countries around the World on Biosphere website, we
must take every ac�on now to greatly curb global hea�ng. This
must include vo�ng only for those who have shown a strong
commitment to doing so, even if it risks arrests which may affect
their careers etc.
Yours sincerely, Ray Duff, Folkestone

Dear Looker,
Having read you ar�cle regarding the Migrant Crisis I thought I
would refer our MP Damian Collins answers to two ques�ons
I asked him.
Ques�on No: 1 Do the government contribute towards the fuel for
our Lifeboats and the Helicopter the answer was NO.
Ques�on No: 2 What % of the Migrants are young Male’s the
answer to that was in excess of 80%.
Ques�on No: 2 was a cause of concern for me as on all the news
programs always just state Migrants and I could only predominately
see young men, who if they stayed at home could use their energy
and skills to build there own country’s future.
As this week we are reflec�ng on the loss of life of many young
men, in two world wars plus other conflict’s I am proud that our
young men did not run but stayed and fought for our county.
Yours faithfully, Georgina B, New Romney

Dear Looker,
It might be a bit early for some of you, but at 1st New Romney
Scout Group, we’ve been planning our annual Christmas Coffee
Morning for some �me.
It’s going to be held at our Church Road venue on Saturday 30th
November between 10.00 and 12.00.  As usual, it will be a great
way to meet up with friends and rela�ves over a cup of coffee,
spread a li�le Christmas cheer and generally have a good �me.  If
you’ve been before you’ll know just what a great atmosphere there
is.  If you haven’t ......where have you been? 
If you are on our mailing list represen�ng a group eg Romney Marsh
Lions or Rotary, please feel free to forward this email to other
members of your group.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Best wishes, Sue Davies, Secretary

Dear Looker,
Did you no�ce, during the summer months, all the beau�ful floral
displays in other villages and towns, and think I would like to see
New Romney looking like this?
If any members of our community feel the same, I invite them to
come along to the Old School, on Monday 25th November at 2pm,
where Peter Holman, Chair of the RHS, South and South East in
Bloom will be coming along to give us the benefit of his
knowledge.
So, whether you are a keen gardener, enthusias�c
amateur or don’t know a weed from a flower but would
like to get involved, please come along and see how you
can help in making our town look Blooming amazing!
Trish Beechey

Dear Looker,
Have you heard about ‘The Games Club’? It is a club where people
can come and play games from cards to board games. They can be
taught new games or brush up on old ones. Everyone is welcome
every Tuesday 2pm to 4pm with tea/coffee and biscuits at
Heysham Hall. 
Caroline Fowle

 

 

1st New Romney   
Scout Group 

invite you to their  
Christmas Coffee Morning 

at the 

Scout HQ - Church Lane - New Romney 

Saturday 30th November 
2019 - 10 am – 12 noon 

Cakes, Tombola, 
Treasure Hunt, Spot the Snowman,  

The Ping Pong Game, Cakes galore!!..–  
Come & join us!! 

                       
Reg. Charity No. 303424 

 

Grand Draw 
takes place 
at midday!! 
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LOCAL 
FOOTBALL
Cheriton AFC 7  
Lydd Grasshoppers 3
Cheriton AFC remain in fourth posi�on in 
the Sunday League despite their excellent 73 home win against Lydd
Grasshoppers.  Chris Jones’ side proved too strong for the ‘Hoppers in what
was their first league ou�ng for over a month, with top scorer Jack Taylor
claiming a hattrick to take his goal tally for the season to 14 in all
compe��ons.  For the visitors, Paul Paddock scored a couple with Robbie
Tyas adding a third.

Gillingham Town 2   New Romney Res 3
New Romney Reserves moved up to fi�h in the table with a good away win
at the Gills.  A couple of goals from Toby Rolfe and one from Jacob Skillan
saw the visitors home.

Meridian VP 2   Lydd Town 1
Meridian VP got back to winning ways as they edged past Lydd Town 21
in South East London. George Kerenski got the hosts off to a perfect start
before Alex Coyne replied before the break. With 20 minutes le� to play
Jason Kaate got the winner and the home side had earned a much needed
win.

Borden Village 2   New Romney 1
Another defeat for New Romney as they went down 21 to Borden Village
in this County League game.  They currently lie tenth in the league.

Cuxton 1991 1   Lydd Town Res 2
Goals from Jack Morrison and Lewis O’Leary helped Lydd Reserves to go
through to the next round of the InterRegional Challenge Cup.

New Romney Res 5   Tankerton 1
A convincing win for New Romney in this County League match.  The goals
for the Marsh side all came late in the second half with Harry Hodgson,
Jacob Skillan, Jake Harvey, Toby Rolfe and subs�tute Peter Carey all finding
the back of the net.

Lydd Grasshoppers 0   Sellindge SSC 3
Division One leaders Sellindge SSC extended their excellent start to the
season to seven wins from seven games as they returned from their trip to
Lydd Grasshoppers 30 winners.  The Swans moved five points clear at the
top of the standings following their latest victory thanks to goals from Ross
Godden, Tony Dunham and former Hoppers forward Billy Somerville to
maintain their 100% winning start. 

LOOKER SPORT Christmas Fair
raising funds for

Breast Cancer Care and Prostate Cancer charities

Saturday 23rd November
Old School

New Romney
TN28 8ER

10am until 3pm

Tombola, Christmas stall, Knitteds, Jigsaws
Teas/Coffee and Cake plus several different craft stalls

Free entry



Thursday 21st November
Lydd Mee�ng Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10.15 a.m.
Pebbles Demen�a Café, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10.30 a.m.
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30 p.m.
Dymchurch Heritage Group, Methodist
Church, 7.30 p.m.

Friday 22nd November
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
St. Mary's Bay Art Group, Village Hall, 
1  4 p.m.
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2  4 p.m.
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6 p.m. 
(710 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30  7.30 p.m. 
Quiz Night, Ivychurch Village Hall, 7 p.m.
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30 p.m. (1115 yrs)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Saturday 23rd November
Big Breakfast, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 9  11 a.m.
Coffee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10 a.m.
‘Bacon Bu�es & Bingo’, Dymchurch Scout
Hut, 10 a.m.  12 noon
Christmas Fair, Dymchurch Village Hall, 
10 a.m.  12 noon (Inc. Santa’s Gro�o)
Coffee Morning, Newchurch Village Hall,
10.30 a.m.  12.30 p.m.
Romney Marsh Walking Society, The
Woolpack, Brabourne Lees, 11 a.m. 
(3.5 miles)
Cra� Fair, Assembly Rooms, New Romney
11 a.m.  3 p.m.

Soup & Pudding, St. Nicholas Church, 
New Romney, 11.30 a.m.  2 p.m. 
(No need to book)
Charity Quiz for Demen�a awareness,
Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh 

Sunday 24th November
Christmas Fair, Scouts Hut, Lydd, 10 a.m.
1 p.m. (Inc. books, DVDs & Santa’s Gro�o)

Monday 25th November
Cra�ers & Kni�ers, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 
10 a.m.
Dymchurch Mee�ng Point, Methodist
Church, 10 a.m.
Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30 a.m.
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15  3.45 p.m.
New Romney 65 Club, Presco� House,
Rolfe Lane, 2 p.m.
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30 p.m.
New Romney History Society, Old School,
7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 26th November
Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10 a.m.
Greatstone Mee�ng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10 a.m.
Exercise/Movement to Music, St. Mary's
Bay Village Hall, 10.15 a.m.   
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
The Games Club, Heysham Hall, Lyddon
Sea, 2  4 p.m. (Come and play games from
cards to board games with tea/coffee and
biscuits)
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney, 5.30
p.m.  7 p.m.
Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 6.30 p.m. (16 yrs plus)
New Romney Cra� Group, Old School, 
7 p.m.

Wednesday 27th November
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30 a.m.  1 p.m.
Purly Girlies for Kni�ers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2 p.m.
Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,
LyddonSea, 2  4 p.m.
Country Mice Needle Cra� Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Saturday 30th November
Christmas Coffee Morning, Scouts HQ, New
Romney, 10 a.m.  12 noon (Cakes, Tombola,
Treasure Hunt, Spot the Snowman, Ping
Pong Game etc)
Christmas Market, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10 a.m.  2 p.m.
All Saints’ Church Christmas Fair, Lydd, 10
a.m.  1.30 p.m. See Father Christmas & lots
of stalls & refreshments.

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
(* By appointment only)
Thursdays: Footcare* 9 a.m.  4 p.m.  Tai
Chi 9.30  10.45 a.m.  Seated Tai Chi 11  12
noon.
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month:
Hearbase Clinic 9 a.m.  5 p.m.
Fridays: Hearing Aid ba�ery service 9  11
a.m.  ICT Rehab Clinic 9 a.m.  4 p.m.
Mondays: Ultrasound Clinic* 9 a.m.
onwards.  Tone Up & Tighten Up 9  10 a.m.
Footcare Clinic  9 a.m.  4 p.m.  Dover
Counselling Service* 9 a.m.  4 p.m.  NHS
Weight Management* 1.30  3 p.m.  
1st Monday of month: Hearing Aid Clinic* 
9  11 a.m.
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid Ba�ery Service 9 
11 a.m.  NHS Health Walk 10 a.m.  NHS
Lifestyle Advisors 11 a.m.  1 p.m.  Stop
Smoking Clinic* 12.30  4.30 p.m.  
3rd Tuesday of month: Hearing Aid Clinic*
9  11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Dover Counselling Service* 9
a.m.  4 p.m.  Tone Up & Tighten Up 9.30 
10.30 a.m.  Seated Exercise Class 11 a.m. 
12 noon.  Pilates 4.15  5.15 p.m.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

01303 232575
33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk



MARSH MEMORIES
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It was a dull, damp day, 39 years ago on Wednesday 9th July 1980
when the Queen Mother came to the Marsh in her role of ‘Lord Warden
of the Cinque Ports’.  She had been installed in that office the previous
year at Walmer Castle in the presence of the then Mayor of New
Romney, Cllr. Be�y Wells who was also the Speaker of the Cinque Ports
at the �me.  

The Queen Mother flew into Lydd Airport and then went by car to Lydd,
where she was greeted by the Mayor, Ken Foster and the other Town
Councillors.  She also met the Lydd Club Day Queen, Deborah Smith,
see the photo. She was then driven the short distance to New Romney,
where large crowds were wai�ng for her in the High Street and she
was escorted into the Town Hall by the Mayor of the town, Cllr.
Norman Grubb.  
A�er a short stay and mee�ng local dignitaries, she went by car to
Li�lestone and had a�ernoon tea in Orchard House, the home of Sir
Francis Michael Legh, who was the Queen Mother’s Assistant Private

Secretary between 1956 and 1959 and her Equerry from 1956 un�l
he died in 1984. Shortly a�erwards, she returned to Lydd Airport for
the return journey to London.

The day the Queen Mother
visited Romney Marsh 
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Food Banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from
5.307pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from
6.307.30pm. If you have problems feeding your family,
you can obtain the necessary vouchers from the
Community church on 01797 366855 or Rev Chris in
Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the �me, and they have a
list of immediate necessi�es including dried long grain
rice, breakfast cereal, noodles, coffee, pasta, �nned
fruit, custard, and �nned sponge pudding. Small packets
of LL milk and juice, sugar or �ns of beans are welcome,
for single people. Many church have collec�ons points,
and all �nned and packet food, well in date, is welcome,
but at the moment, they DO NOT need �nned beans
or soup, teabags and vegs and pulses.

Brenze� St Eanswith. 
The Brenze� WI is hos�ng a Soup and pudding lunch
in St Nicholas Church, New Romney, on November
23rd from 11.30am2pm. All welcome, no booking
required, £6 per person. 

Brookland. St Augus�ne. 
C/E primary school. If you have a child due to start
school next September, 2020, ie born between 1.9.15
and 31.8.16, the school is holding open days for new
parents. The last one is on Thursday, November 21st,
from 9.30am to 11.30am. If you cannot make this day,
or have any ques�ons ring the school on 01797 344317
Village Hall Market. The next one will be held on
Saturday, December 7, 10amnoon. Usual wide variety
of stalls, with delicious refreshment. Help is needed to
put the tables away a�erwards, if anyone is willing to
help. It is only half hour. 

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul. 
Bacon Bu�es and Bingo, Saturday, November 23rd
from 10amnoon. Held in Scout Hut, Chapel road.
Bacon bu�es from 10am, bingo from 11am. £3
person, which includes bu�y and tea or coffee. Bingo
cards for sale, and a raffle will be held. 

St Monica’s RC Church. 
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm, Thursday morning mass
at 10am, Vigil, the evening before Holy Days of
Obliga�on, at 7.30pm. 

Fairfield, St Thomas.
Sunday, December 1st.  10am Holy Communion.

Greatstone, St Peter’s.
Big Breakfast. This will take place on Saturday,
November 23rd.  from 9am11am. Full English and
con�nental served. The proceeds are to raise funds for
the new church hall. Suggested dona�on of £6.50 for
full English or £5 con�nental. All welcome, you don’t
need to have any connec�on with the church. All
proceeds to new hall fund. 
Christmas Cra� market by Marsh Makers in the church
hall on Saturday, December 7, from 10am2pm. Many
homemade items for sale, including kni�ng, crochet,
sewing, shell and beach cra�, cards, glass art, wood
turning,  baking, cakes and savouries, and preserves,
both tradi�onal and chlli based. Come along, enjoy the
fes�ve atmosphere, and perhaps have a look for some
unique Christmas presents. 
There will not be a cra� market in January and February,
and will restart again, on Saturday, March 7th.
Film Shows. These are held on the first Monday
a�ernoon of each month, in St Peter’s hall . The next
one will be on December 2nd.  The hall opens at 1.45
for 2 pm start. Call Tricia, church warden, on 01797

363002 for this month’s �tle. These are proving quite
popular and a good cross sec�on of different types of
film are shown. 
Pebbles Demen�a Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd   and 4th
Thursday of each month a demen�a café takes place
from 10.30amnoon, so the next one will be on
November 28, from 10.30midday. Anyone interested
may come along, carers and those with demen�a and
memory problems, or anyone with queries on the subject.

Ivychurch, St George. 
Quiz night, Friday, November 22nd, at 7pm, for a
7.30pm kick off. The cost is £5, which includes light
refreshments, but bring you own drink.  If you want to
enter as a team feel free to do so, but ones and twos
can be fi�ed into other teams. For details and booking
ring Jan Robertson on 07767 214105 or email
janrobertson235@gmail.com.
Chris�ngle Making. This will take place at 4pm on
Friday, December 6th in the Village Hall in readiness
for the Chris�ngle service on Sunday December 8th at
3.30pm. All families invited. 

Lydd, All Saints. 
Christmas Fair. There will be a Christmas Fair on
November 30th from 10am2pm. A huge variety of stalls
will be available, as well as a visit from Father Christmas,
live music, and the usual amazing variety on the cake
stall, and snacks and rolls. A large cra� fair will be
included, so if you like a stall, ring Pat on 01797 320108.
Food bank. The Lydd Food bank takes place in the
Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.307.30pm. For more
details, see item at head of column. 
Sunday, December 1st. . Messy Church. 4pm. Open to
all primary school children, a fun session of music,
stories and cra� with a Chris�an emphasis. Finishes at
5pm with refreshments. All welcome, not just for
church going families. 

Lydd Methodists. 
Demen�a Café. The church hall hosts this event, on
the first and third Tuesdays of each month, so the next
one will be on December 3rd from 10amnoon.
Refreshments, and informa�on and help available to all
involved, both pa�ents and carers. All warmly welcome,
even if you just want to find out more. 
A Toddler group, Li�le Chicks, takes place in the church
hall on Wednesdays in term �me from 10am –noon.
Fully registered with qualified and police checked staff,
and wide range of age appropriate place equipment.
Just drop in if interested. 

Newchurch. St Peter and Paul. 
Greatstone Senior Singers invite you to their Christmas
Show on Saturday, December 7th from 24pm, in
Newchurch Village Hall. Tickets are £6 and include light
refreshments. Tickets from Jean on 01303872520,
Alma on 01303 873887 or Rosemary on 01797 321199
The Christmas country market will be on Saturday,
December 7, from 10.30am12.30pm. There will be a
good variety of stalls, if you would like to book a table
ring Diana on 01303 311779. Raffle prizes welcome. 

New Romney, St Nicholas. 
The Christmas country market will be on Saturday,
December 7, from 10.30am12.30pm. There will be a
good variety of stalls, if you would like to book a table
ring Diana on 01303 311779. Raffle prizes welcome. 
Sunday, December 8th 5pm. Star service for
remembering at Christmas �me, those loved ones we
have lost, or those far away, that we won’t be seeing
at Christmas. During the service you will be invited to
place the name of your loved one, wri�en on a star, on

the Christmas tree, while the choir are singing. This will
be followed by light refreshments. 
Bible Study. “Hitch hikers guide to the bible” These
take place monthly, and the next ones are on Tuesday,
November 26that 10am, in the mee�ng room at St
Nicholas church, and on Wednesday, November 27th
at 7pm in the Rectory, at 135 High Street, Dymchurch.
All welcome. 

Romney Marsh Community Church.
The church meets for worship every Sunday morning
at 10.30am. The worship is a mixture of modern and
tradi�onal, and part of the service, youngsters can
leave for specific age related groups. All helpers are
police checked, and well equipped to serve the needs
of the age group concerned. 
The tradi�onal soup and pudding restaurant will be
func�oning on Tuesday to Thursday, 3rd5th December
from 12md 2pm, in the church building on North
Street. Everyone is warmly welcomed, and there are
suggested payments for different items, and the
proceeds will be given to Charity. This has always been
a happy and busy occasion, if you have not been before,
why not come along and enjoy tasty soup and puddings!
The church hosts one of the foodbanks in the area, and
it meets on Tuesday evenings from 5.307pm. See note
at top of column for more details, both for receiving help,
and for dona�ons, which are needed more than ever. 

Snargate, St Dunstans. 
Next service on Sunday, November 24th, at 9am, and
will be Holy Communion. 

St Mary’s Bay. All Saints. 
The Christmas Fair will be on Saturday, November
30th. Lots of seasonal stalls, cakes and gi�s. All
welcome and if you can help with a staff, or with
contribu�ons, please contact Pauline.
Tea and Bingo.Monday, November 25th 2.30pm in the
church hall. All welcome. 
December 1st. Annual toy service, bring a wrapped toy,
with a label as it age and sex suitability. Contribu�ons
will be given to needy children, through Social services. 

St Mary in the Marsh. 
The Christmas Fair will be on Saturday, December 14th
from 10amnoon. There will be lots of seasonal stalls,
home made cakes, soup and other refreshments, and
2nd hand books, and CDs and DVDs.
The Haywardians, renowned local choir, will also be
giving a concert on that day, at 7.30pm in the church.
This is for the Romney Marsh Scouts, and will go
towards funding the local Scouts a�endance at the
European Jamboree in 2020.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP

Wit and Wisdom
I try not to make challenges into Obstacles.
Ruth Mercier, Helpline Coordinator for The
Compassionate Friends, (an organisa�on for
bereaved parents) 

Church Chuckle
When I was a pupil midwife, we spent some �me in
the community, delivering babies at home, and
working with GPs and clinics. At one placement, the
nurses were all talking about sending young mums
to “Christ the king” Even as a prac�cing Chris�an, it
seems quite evangelical and zealous. I soon learnt that
they were being sent to a very busy Infant Welfare
Clinic in the church hall of “Christ the King” church.
(Christ the King is celebrated on November 24th)
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