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Hundreds
poke nose
into Otterpool
centre-point

by Andrew South

Issue 238 / Wednesday 4th December 2019

French invade
Dymchurch Car Park
Concerns were raised about the
arrival of around 30 caravans at the
Martello Car Park in Dymchurch
last week. A dog walker contacted
The Looker editor and told him
that he had witnessed the barrier at
the top of the ramp being opened
to allow the caravans into the car
park.
The local resident (who wished to

remain anonymous) reported that
h were walking
lk
l
h sea
they
along
the
wall at 3.45pm on Sunday 24th
and saw the caravans pulling into
the car park. “Within half an hour
there were around 30 ‘vans there.
Whilst I know some people say they
are doing no harm, they have been
leaving barrels of red diesel all
around the waste bins along with
bags of rubbish which the wind has

swept all along the car park.” The
k Editor
d David
d Wimble
bl who
h
Looker’s
is also a district councillor,
contacted the council at 4pm to
make sure that the enforcement
ofﬁcers were aware of the ‘French
Invasion’ as one person on social
media described it.
Representatives from Folkestone &
Hythe District Council visited the site
within a few hours, along with
police, to explain that an
enforcement notice was going to be
issued to move the travellers on,
which is believed to have been ﬁled
with the courts on the Monday
morning.
Although some of the group had
moved on, there were still around
15 caravans in the car park on
Friday afternoon, when we took
these pictures.
One of the caravans was proudly
ﬂying the French tri-colour, but what
was noticeable was that most of the
cars which towed the caravans had
gone.

continued on Page 3

Be sure to visit www.thelooker.co.uk for all the latest local news

There was a steady ﬂow of visitors
to Westenhanger Castle at the
weekend, as the much-admired
wedding venue threw open its doors
for the public to have a rare mooch
about its impressive rooms, grounds
and outbuildings.
The Castle and its 14 acres of
parkland are set to form the focal
point of the proposed Otterpool
development, planned to provide
8,500 homes over the next 30 years.
The Forge family had been the
owners of the property since 1996,
but in August, the District Council
paid £3m for the site as a community
asset, with a beady eye on its future
potential.
“We’ve had hundreds come through
the doors already,” Council staff
reported by lunchtime, “and most
seem more interested in the
property’s history rather than its
f
future
role.”
I certainly has an impressive story
It
t tell dating back to the 14th
to
c
century,
coming into the regal hands
o Henry VIII in 1540 – and is now
of
e
expected
to undergo a renaissance
a the centre of a new community at
at
O
Otterpool.

More news about Otterpool
on pages 4 & 5 as council
takes major ﬁrst step for the
garden town development
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CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 2019
PRE BOOKING REQUIRED

AVAILABLE FROM TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
£17PP FOR 2 COURSES £22PP FOR 3 COURSES

STARTERS
Homemade Rich Tomato & Fresh Basil Soup Served with a Crusty Baguette
,W]JTM*ISML*TIKS[\QKS[*T]M+PMM[M?ITV]\;W]ІM Served with Crostini’s
Brussels Pate Served with Local Chutney and a Toasted Baguette

MAIN COURSE
Roast Turkey or Loin of Pork;MZ^ML_Q\P8QO[QVJTIVSM\[;\]ЅVOAWZS[PQZM8]LLQVO
Roasted Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Gravy
0WUMUILM6]\:WI[\_Q\P:I\I\W]QTTM;\]ЄML8MXXMZ Served with a Chive Hollandaise Sauce,
Roasted Potatoes, Traditional Winter Vegetables and Homemade Vegetarian Gravy
*Sirloin Steak Served with a Peppercorn Sauce, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Peas and our Rustic Chips
Grilled Plaice & Prawns Served with Hollandaise Sauce,
Buttered Chive Crushed New Potatoes and Traditional Winter Vegetables

Traditional Winter Vegetables - (Braised Red Cabbage, Honey Glazed Parsnips, Sprouts & Carrots)

DESSERTS
Christmas Pudding Served with a Fresh Brandy Cream
Christmas Mincemeat Cheesecake Served with Whipped Fresh Cream
Raspberry Sorbet Served with a Brandy Snap
Cheddar & Stilton Cheese Board Served with Biscuits and a Local Chutney

+WUXTMUMV\IZa5QVKM8QM\WÅVQ[PaW]ZUMIT

*£2.00 supplement
Deposit required for groups of 8 or more
Please feel free to contact us with and queries or any special requests
Email: info@cinqueportsarms.pub • Phone: 01797 361894

continued from Page 1
Joshua Gibbs posted: “I really do
not know what all the fuss is about,
the car park is not really being used
by anyone and they are spending
money in the community. I was
stood talking to a number of them in
the Tesco’s and they all seemed nice
enough people.”
It is believed that the travellers had
previously been moved on by
Ashford Borough Council from a site
near the M20 earlier over the
weekend.
One rumour again being circulated
on social media, was that the
travellers were trying to buy small
boats and outboard motors, and
that it was a convenient coincidence
that another group of French
travellers had been questioned in
people trafﬁcking and arrested by
French authorities in the past few
weeks.

Jemma Willson said on Facebook:
“It’s ironic that in the time that as a
country we are trying to get out of
Europe, the French are once again
invading our shores!”
Councils have come under ﬁre for
putting height restriction barriers on
car parks over the past 12 months,

with it being given as one of the
reasons for the placement of
barriers on district car-parks as a
way of trying to deter travellers from
using the sites for camps.
However, locals have complained
that it drives away genuine tourists
from visiting the area in their motor
homes for day trips along with
horse-box owners who traditionally
use the beach out of season, to take
their horses for a hack on the sand.
The person who ﬁrst informed The
Looker said: “I understand why the
Council put these barriers across
car-parks to deter people bringing
big caravans and lorries onto the
car park, but this shows a padlock
and a barrier will only stop genuine
visitors who are coming for the right
reason. If travellers want to make a
camp they do not pay any notice of
barriers and locks, they just smash
their way in.”

What do you think? Should the
travellers be allowed to stay for a
few weeks, are they doing any
harm? Or do you think the council
is right to put an enforcement
notice to have them removed from
the public car parks? Contact us at:
info@thelooker.co.uk.

EDITOR’S WORD

Welcome to Issue 238!
Well it seemed like a good idea at the me . . . a Looker
Calendar. Firstly I would like to apologise for all the people
who are sll waing for their calendars to arrive by post, they
should be with you and in the shops in the next few days. I
can’t really blame anyone for the delay except the decision to
alter the May Bank Holiday next year to a diﬀerent date (only
the second me it has ever been moved) and the template for
the calendars had to be altered accordingly! The diﬀerent
May Bank Holiday in 2020 is a week later than usual and
includes a Friday instead of a Monday to commemorate
‘Victory In Europe’ Day, 75 years ago. Who knows, with our
elecons just about to take place it could be another 75 years
before we get a resoluon one way or another for Britain and
Europe! Anyway the calendars are now printed and available
from many of the outlets that you pick your copy of The
Looker up from, and there is a list of some of the shops and
newsagents below.
So December is ﬁnally with us and one more edion for the
Looker on the 18th December. Aer that we take a short
break unl the 8th of January for our ﬁrst edion of 2020.
We look forward to the year ahead with the publicaon
growing from strength to strength. We not only have some
new features and writers that I am sure you will get used too,
but also another excing project for The Looker to launch in
the spring. We won’t tell you now what we are going to do,
let’s keep you guessing, but it really will be another stepping
stone for this publicaon that has come such a long way over
the past nine years.
As ever, December is a busy me of year for us all and a good
me to support the local high streets and businesses, with
plenty of late night shopping to aend to and the start of the
Christmas party season. Please remember not to drink and
drive, it really is not worth it!

A Folkestone & Hythe District Council spokesperson said:
“The encampment at the Martello car park in Dymchurch remains in situ as of this
morning (29 November). Our oﬃcers have visited the site and advised that they do
not have permission to be there. The legal process to have the encampment
removed has already begun, and a noce was served on Wednesday.”

Christmas tree
donaon
The Mayor of Lydd and Members and
staﬀ of Lydd Town Council would like
to express their gratude on behalf
of the community of Lydd to the
CPTA (Cinque Ports Training Area)
who each year donate a Christmas
tree which is placed in the grounds of
All Saints’ Church. The tree was cut
down and transported by Landmarc
support services.

So if you are looking for that stocking ﬁller and want to
support your favourite community newspaper, here is where
you can pick up a copy of the 2020 Looker Calendar. If you
cannot make it to a shop, we will send it to you ﬁrst class
(£12.30) if you send a cheque (please make cheques payable
to ‘The Looker Newspaper Ltd’) and address to 10 Mulberry
Court, Grand Parade, New Romney Kent TN28 8LZ.
Looker Calendars are available from Dungeness Fish; Lyons
Stores, Lydd; Premier News agents, New Romney; Broadacre
Hotel, New Romney; Beach Side Stores, St. Mary’s Bay; The
Post Oﬃce, Dymchurch; ‘I Like That’, Hythe; Brookes, Hythe;
Ideas Newsagents, Hythe; Stade Street News & Austen’s
Newsagents, Hythe. And if you would like a signed copy by
the arst himself, Paul Apps Fine Art, 9 Marine Walk St,
Hythe CT21 5NW.
Wednesday 4th December 2019
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Landmark decision for Otterpool

Folkestone & Hythe District Council made a landmark decision on Wednesday, November 20th when it agreed to potentially
borrow £100m in order to deliver the ﬁrst steps of the brand new Otterpool Park development.

The meeting followed a cabinet
decision made earlier in the day to
‘make available an additional
£100m to be drawn down over a
ﬁve-year period to enable the
Otterpool Park Project to proceed’.
When this came before full council
to be ratiﬁed, there was concern
that it could be a close vote with the
possibility of losing the decision
which Council Leader David monk
stated was crucial to get the right
kind of development for the district.
He proposed the borrowing of the
money, and was seconded by
Cabinet member for the economy

David Wimble who then explained
why in his view this was a once in a
lifetime opportunity.
There followed a long debate
between councillors starting with
Hythe Mayor Douglas Wade, who
expressed that whilst he was not
against the idea in principle, he was
yet to be convinced that the money
was needed at this stage of the
development, and that before he
could commit to such a vast amount,
he wanted to see more detail on
how the scheme could be the best
possible, and set standards of
excellence and become an

Westenhanger Castle will be the centrepiece of the new development
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exemplary development. He also
stated that he thought it was one
man’s vanity project, hinting that the
council leader wanted it as his
legacy.
David Wimble explained that this
could be a landmark decision that
could beneﬁt the whole district, and
that although £100 million was a lot
of money, it was needed to let the
project get underway and attract
the right kind of partners, explaining
that the initial investment could be
recovered three-fold over the
following 25 years, and that that
money (estimated by independent
accountants) could equate to
anything between £200m-£300m
for the whole district, which would
mean more council housing and
money for better infrastructure for
the whole district from Dungeness
through to Folkestone. Answering
Councillor Wade’s comments about
being a legacy project for an
individual, Cllr Wimble stated that
this could be the legacy for the
whole current council and
something we could look back on

in years to come as one of the best
decisions of a forward thinking
council.
Labour Parliamentary Candidate
Laura Davison stated that ‘people
would laugh at the council for
wanting to borrow such a large sum
of money!’, and went on to say that
the money could be better off to
pay for council housing that is
needed now.
Green councillor Jim Martin also
stated that the work done by the
ofﬁcers and independent ﬁnance
and planning consultants was ﬁrst
class and reiterated that this was not
a small amount of money but
£100m! And that although he could
see the merits of the wanting to
borrow the money, he was not yet
ready to back it.
Liberal Democrat Leader Tim Prater
questioned several aspects of the
plans, but agreed that this was a
golden opportunity to get the job
done and highlighted what the
money was actually for and that
was so that the council ‘as a body’

could move forward to get the
project underway and ensure that
ofﬁcers could work to ensure that all
of his initial concerns were met.
Stating that if the project should go
forward it would beneﬁt the whole
district, but it was essential to get the
project right and he believed that
the ofﬁcers could deliver this.

the proposed garden town saying
that the plans were vague and that
there was no mention about details
of the site, other than that a number
of doctors’ surgeries and schools
would be built and until she could
be convinced she could not back
the decision.
Patricia Rolfe spoke to assure that

Village street

Deputy Chairman Philip Martin
replied to Laura Davison and tried
to explain that although the £100m
was a lot of money, if the council
had this money, it would only
actually build around 400 council

she had also been working with
local health groups to make sure
that the facilities for the town were
ﬁrst class, but emphasised that
technology had changed massively
over the past 25 years, so you

Lakeside town

houses at current market costs.
However, backing the scheme
would equate to nearly 2,000
houses which would solve the longterm need for both council housing
and affordable housing.
Michelle Dorrell asked questions
about the suitable infrastructure for

could not judge the merits of the site
on today’s technology, but should
look to the future and ensure that
Otterpool installed the very latest
technology and made a town and
community that was world class
and lead the way for others to
follow.

In summing up, David Monk insisted
that this really was a golden
opportunity and reiterated that this
was part of the council’s long term
plan, which was essential to deliver
the amount of houses that the
government required the council to
build. He warned that there should
be no mistake that should the
development fall because of this,
that the authority over planning
would go to central government
and then the council could have no
control over how many houses
would be built and the quality.
Answering a question about the
money would only facilitate the
building of cheap housing which
would be sold off at high prices. He
reassured councillors that as the
planning authority, they could
dictate the standard of development
and that simply would not happen.
In the recorded vote the council
agreed to back the £100m loan to
proceed with the development
along with the Alliance members
who voted in favour. The report
swayed Tim Prater and Green Party
member Rebecca Shoob.
An ofﬁcial statement from the
council said: “Future funding for
Otterpool Park, the proposed
garden town, has been earmarked
by Folkestone & Hythe district

councillors at meetings held
yesterday (20 November 2019).
The request for funding of £100
million was put before Cabinet and
Full Council to progress the project.
The amount is substantial in size so
that it can be drawn down from
over a period of ﬁve years for
investment into the Otterpool
scheme.”
A spokesperson for Folkestone &
Hythe District Council said: “The
Otterpool Park garden town will
mean that we can meet our housing
needs in a sustainable way. By ensuring
we have a say in future housing
development, we can push for high
quality homes that have appropriate
infrastructure to support them.
“Otterpool Park has the potential to
be an exemplar project – a true
garden town, built from scratch –
with over 50 per cent of the
development designated as green
space. Anchored around the
centrepiece of Westenhanger
Castle this new town will create job
opportunities, schools, shops,
medical facilities and other
amenities that a vibrant and
sustainable new community needs,
both now and in the future.”
Subject to planning approval,
Otterpool Park will be delivered in
phases over the next 30 years.

Green Council slammed
over £60,000 spending
on Christmas Lights
Hythe Town Council has come under ﬁre
from local residents over the decision to
spend £12,500 a year over the next ﬁve
years on hiring in Christmas lights for the
High Street.
The cost does not include the festive
Christmas tree that was donated by the
Ministry of Defence and Contractors
Landmarc, organised by former Mayor
Paul Peacock. Social media was whipped
up into a frenzy when the news broke.
“Not very Green is it!” Sam Pellett wrote
and went on to say: “I voted for this
council and what have they actually
done so far? They have not stopped
Princes Parade which they promised, they
have done away with the toilets at the

boot fairs and are now charging us
twelve grand a year for a few dismal
fairy lights, which don’t even belong to
the town!”
On the Hythe Residents Facebook page,
Paul Weller said: “Apparently it’s costing
the town £12.5 k for our Xmas lights.
Sounds super extravagant. Just seen the
12.5 worth. £12.5 sounds about right.
Clearly the new council which I voted for
are having a laugh and this is for the next
ﬁve years. Mental. Explain please
Councillor Douglas Wade.”
Douglas Wade (the Mayor of Hythe)
replied with a statement saying: “The cost
of the Xmas lights is shared between
Hythe Town Council & Hythe Business &

Tourist Association with many residents
also contributing. The old lights are
completely defunct so it was decided to
enter into a contract whereby a company
would supply the lights, put them up, take
them down, and maintain them each
year. The cost is the same for Hythe as
for other similar towns nearby. We
looked into what other towns are doing
and I think we got the best deal available.
Thank you so much to everyone who has
given their time, energy and money for
this. I'm sure our High Street will look
wonderful this year.”

Sue Turner wrote: “For a council that
promised so much they have
magniﬁcently failed. There are far more
important things they could spend the
money on. These lights will be used
for ﬁve months over a ﬁve year period.
If the High Street traders want the lights
let them buy their own or decorate their
own shops. More and more of us run
businesses from home, maybe I should
tap the mayor up for a few quid. Seems
they have been scrumping at Jeremy
Corbyns orchard of money trees!”

Wednesday 4th December 2019
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Dusty raises funds
for kids
Ninety-three-year old Donald Miller,
better known as Dusty, is a really
talented man – he not only writes
lyrical verse, but keeps busy with
wrought iron works. He whizzes
around his property on his mobility
scooter, working in the garage, paint
spraying in the shed or singing his
verse.

Dusty Miller

Dusty’s new
Christmas Book

Dusty has developed a passion for
using his workmanship skills to raise
funds for the Padua Children’s Ward at
William Harvey.. The Ward provides
essential care for children who need to
stay in hospital overnight for their
treatment as well as day assessment
areas. It has a Special Care Baby Unit
and holds outpatient clinics for children,
and also has a Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit, helping kids
to be reunited with their
parents…
Dusty’s workmanship helps him
to create items for sale in aid of
charity and he wants to make a
difference this Christmas to the
Padua Children’s Ward.
Dusty sells all his creations at
cost price in aid of charity and
has a list of orders to do for
Christmas but, he welcomes
more! The dolly’s bed is an
ideal gift. He also makes
beautiful candelabras – perfect
for the table at Christmas.
Recently he has even published
a version of one of his children’s
Christmas lyrical verses which
he hopes to promote through
this article. All the proceeds of

sale of the booklet will go to Padua.
Amazing.
If you would like to help Dusty raise
funds for the Padua Ward he can be

found at the Romney Marsh
Day Centre, Rolfe Lane, New Romney
on Wednesdays or you can call the
brilliant Caring Altogether on Romney
Marsh
(CARM)
charity on 01233
758122.
He is
happy to take more
orders, so keep
CARM and think of
the kids which Dusty
is helping at the
Padua Children’s
Ward.
With grateful
thanks to Zena
Pyott of CARM for
her help with this
article.
Handmade doll’s bed

The colourful Padua Children’s Ward at William Harvey Hospital

The Looker Calendar 2020
is now on sale from many
Looker outlets for just £10
or have it posted direct to you for £12.30
For more information contact

The Looker on 01797 364837
For postal orders please make your cheque
payable to ‘THE LOOKER NEWSPAPER LTD’
and post it to:
The Looker Newspaper Ltd
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade
New Romney TN28 8LZ
Page 6

Wednesday 4th December 2019

LOOKER LETTER
When The HO HO HO in Hythe turns out to be OH OH OH!
‘‘Tis the season to be jolly and the new Hythe Town Council have pledged 70k – yep, that’s
seventy thousand pounds, to deck the High Street out in fesve lights for the much ancipated
Christmas Late Night shopping event.
Strangely they have also taken the decision to scrap the very popular Christmas tree in
Mackeson Square which traders felt encouraged passing traﬃc on the A259 to stop and spend.
At me of going to press we understand that a couple of local businesses are trying to supply
a tree out of their own pockets – neither having a retail presence in the High Street.
We know that the Town Council already have the lights in store to deck the boughs so we
hope that they are successful. Meanwhile despite the tax payer already foong the huge bill
for the new lights the Mayoress is asking traders and residents to dig deep into their pockets
and contribute again to this massive 70k bill!
It’s perplexing to fathom out why the new Green Alliance feel it’s prudent to invest such a
massive sum on such a short ﬁx with the High Street clearly crying out for investment in lasng
and substanal schemes and even more odd when you look at the cosngs for these rented
lights which don’t beneﬁt every trader.
I’m sure residents will be asking why the council have chosen such an expensive but minimal
and selecve display although we note that the Town Hall gets to be centre stage. The previous
Conservave administraon were disappointed earlier this year to see the Green Alliance
scrapping a number of long held tradions in the town but it appears they seem to all believe
in Santa!
They certainly know how to spend spend spend at Christmas! Miss B Have, Hythe

Time to light up New Romney 2019!
Winter may be here with the cold dark
evenings, but New Romney promises to
be a blaze of light and colour this
festive season. Preparations are in full
ﬂow for the third year of Light Up New
Romney – the town’s community
lantern parade, which will be taking
place on Friday 13th December,
alongside Late Night Shopping.
This year’s parade promises to be the
biggest and most adventurous yet. The
volunteer organising team has joined
up with The Shed community arts group
in Hythe, which has shared its lanternmaking expertise at a willow
masterclass for voluntary groups in New
Romney. Some incredible feature
lanterns are underway, which should
add a spectacular dimension to the
parade.
If creating large willow sculptures
seems a bit too daunting for you, then
don’t worry. The Light Up New Romney
team is running a free community
workshop at the Old School in New
Romney on Saturday 7th December. The
session will run from 10am until 3pm,
and will be drop-in sessions open to
everyone, so there is no need to book.
There will be a choice of lantern to make
to carry in the parade, including willow
and paper ‘lampshade’ style. All we ask
is that all children are accompanied by
an adult and, in order for there to be
enough resources to meet demand, only

one lantern is made
per person.
Although Friday 13th
may traditionally be an
unlucky day, this year’s
parade and late-night
shopping promises to
more than buck the
trend. Many of the High
Street shops will be
staying open late from
5.00pm, with almost all
running special festive
activities, tastings and
promotions. The Right
Worshipful Mayor of
New Romney, Cllr Paul
Thomas will ofﬁcially
open the evening’s
proceedings at 5.00pm. There will then
be time to seek out some Christmas
bargains in the shops (and perhaps a
sneaky mince pie or two!) and soak up
the festive atmosphere before the
lantern parade starts at 6.30 pm from
Tritton Lane.
The route will include the High Street
and Church Road before ﬁnishing at St
Nicholas Church. Here, festive
refreshments will be available, with
entertainment provided by a local choir
and handbell ringers. People will also
have the chance to admire the amazing
feature lanterns, which will be displayed
in the church when the parade ﬁnishes.

Lighng up New Romney in 2018

For more information and updates on
our workshops and High Street
activities, check out our Facebook page:
lightupnewromney.
all images courtesy of Susan Pilcher

‘Light up new romney ’
Late night Shopp ing
& lantern parad e

Friday 13TH December
2019

Willow masterclass by The Shed community group

Light Up New Romney Stephen E. G. Bolton
Lig
Light
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Romney
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Lantern
C
t L
t Parade
d
Brightens the High Street
As Winter lights fade.
Singing, church and hand bells
Chime out Christmas is near.
Volunteers working together
To bring you festive cheer.
Blessed by all churches
Shops open late too
Put on by locals
Especially for you.
So, come on New Romney people
Get out on your street

Friday
December,
FFr
riday 13
113th
3th of
o De
D
ecember,
5pm we meet.
t
Children have worked hard
To build lanterns so bright.
They will walk in the parade
And light up the night.
So, please come out and join us,
It’s all put on for free
Santa will be there
With his Christmas tree.
But a small donation,
Would bring us much cheer.
So we can make it even brighter
Just for you next year.

At The Old Scho
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W
ol - Church Lane
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CH IL D RE N TO BE
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AT A LL
TI M ES BY A RE SP
O N SI BL E A D U LT

Late night shopping and High Street activities from
5.00pm. Lantern parade starts at 6.30pm from Tritton
Lane. Check out our facebook page: lightupnewromney
for up to date information and activities.
Light Up New Romney is organised by a team of
volunteers to bring festive spirit to our town!
Wednesday 4th December 2019
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S.O.D.S Opera New Romney
(Unit 615)

‘’Oh No! Not an air-cadet’’ is the line
that had everyone in hysterics at this
year’s S.O.D.S Opera - an annual ‘thank
you’ to all the CFAVs and other unit
volunteers by the cadets of TS Veteran.
The Ship’s Operatic & Dramatic Society
is a naval tradition steeped in history,
with the sole aim of boosting morale
and having fun. .
The show opened with an ensemble
performance of ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’
and was attended by Southern Area
Ofﬁcer, Cdr Trevor Price RN, local
dignitaries, along with friends and
families of New Romney Unit. The
hour-long show featured a variety of
acts such as comedy sketches, group
dances, and a blindfolded taste test; the
evening proved that the Ship’s Company
of TS Veteran is not without talent
The highlight performance of the the
evening: a poem about the spoils of
war, with cadets acting out scenes of
‘Sailor Jack’ returning home from
defending the seas and surviving the
horrors of naval warfare. This was
accompanied by a truly heart-warming
vocal performance of ‘We’re The Lucky
Ones’ by CFC Luca and AC LeYvonne; an
earie silence followed as not a dry eye
remained.
To conclude the evening the Area Ofﬁcer
had this to say, “Standing up here on
this stage and making complete fools of
yourselves, entertaining us and making
us laugh – that’s what S.O.D.S is about.
The conﬁdence that has been shown by

PO (SCC) Simon Mahews  Cadet
Forces Medal (12 years long service)
each and every one of you is inspiring
and as we look to our core values, we
known that tonight has been all about
developing that conﬁdence, a skill for
life, and having a great deal of fun while
doing so. It’s great to see our cadets
doing something totally different with
and having fun – that’s what the cadet
experience is about.”
In addition to the performances, a rafﬂe
was drawn raising an incredible £700
towards the much needed unit mini-bus
fund and the following presentations
were made by the AO
The S.O.D.S Opera 2019 was an evening
of laughter, talent, and a celebration of
all the hard work put into the unit by
volunteers and cadets: boosting morale
and further strengthening the family
spirt of TS Veteran. Bravo Zulu.

Gas & Oil Boiler Service, Repair and Installation

+SVJEWXIǽGMIRXWIVZMGI
GSRXEGXYW

248 Cheriton Road | Folkestone | Kent | CT19 4DN

Chaplain (SCC) Peter Firth RNR
Cadet Forces Commission
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Resource Centre scoops top Trust awards
by Andrew South
The Romney Resource Centre in New
Romney has scooped two top awards
from one of the most important
Charitable Trusts in the county –
including overall winner.
The Colyer-Ferguson Charitable Trust
(CFCT) was celebrating 50 years at the
forefront of providing grants to charities
and churches across Kent. The Awards
event - held at the unique Underglobe beneath
Shakespeare’s RRC Trust Award team
Globe Theatre
in London –
aimed
to
showcase and
reward the very
best of these,
whilst marking
this signiﬁcant
year in the
Trust’s history.
“We invited all the charities we have
funded over the last ten years to apply
for an award,” explained the Trust’s
Chief Executive, Jacqueline Rae. “Our
Trustees then carefully judged the
shortlisted entries and the category
winners selected.”
“Each of our ﬁnalists has received a
further grant from the Trust, but just as
importantly, we hope that their

selection will serve as a testament to
their quality and act as a lever for other
funding,” concluded Jacqueline Rae.
There were seven individual awards in
addition to the Overall Winner accolade,
and the Romney Resource Centre also
claimed the ‘Supporting Individuals
Award’ pipping excellent charities
Carers First and Porchlight to ﬁrst place.
“Working in partnership with this
inspirational charity, CFCT grand funds
have reached some of the most
vulnerable
young people
in the county,”
read
the
judges’ assessment in this
category.
But the icing
on the cake
was the Overall
Winner Award. “An outstanding charity
that provides personalised educational
support for young people with complex
social, emotional and mental health
needs,” said the judges.
“It was certainly was a night to
remember!” said Resource Centre Chief
Executive, Chris Pollard. “We were
delighted to have won the Supporting
Individuals Award, but absolutely over
the moon to take the Overall Winner
title too. It has given us a fantastic

The Resource Centre team receive the 'Supporng Individuals Award' ﬂanked by
CFCT's Barbara Long and Revd. Richard Coles

boost. The grant
we received from
CFCT has made a
difference
for
young people who
have been helped
to establish a
happier and more
fulﬁlling life - but
this was all about
the team effort.”
The Centre’s Head of
Youth Provision, Amanda
King was understandably
delighted about the
Awards: “Yes, we do have
some challenging times,
but everyone deserves to be happy, and
we understand that every individual is
completely different – it is dangerous to
put labels on people. There needs to be
systematic change in the way we help
young people who have been failed by
mainstream agencies and education.

Kent, especially those at the margins of
society. Equally the Romney Resource
Centre spearheads learning provision in
this area for those who need it.
Other winners on the night were:
• Building Resilience Award
– Woodpecker Wood

“Having said that, we derive great
satisfaction from being able to help
individuals on their path to a more
fulﬁlling life.”

• Community Impact Award
– Switch Youth Café

The glittering ceremony was blessed by
the presence of Reverend Richard Coles,
celebrity cleric, broadcaster and former
Communard who presented the awards
to the outstanding charities and
community groups in Kent.

• Unlocking Opportunities Award
– Thanet Community Development
Trust

The Colyer-Ferguson Charitable Trust
has been at the forefront of charitable
giving in Kent. Over 50 years, it has
made more than 5,000 grants totalling
over £40m, with the overarching aim of
improving the lives of the people of

• Turning Lives Around Award – Kent
Refugee Action Network (KRAN)

• Kent Focus Award
– Construction Youth Trust
• Church & Charity in Partnership
Award – GAP (A Thanet
Community Project)
Further information about the
educational services provided by the
Romney Resource Centre can be found
at: www.romney-resource.co.uk.

Wednesday 4th December 2019

Page 9

The
Th City
C
Cit
Ci of
o London
L
Lo
Lon
Lond
Londo Dymchurch
D
Dy
Dym
Dymc
Dymch
Dymchu
Dymchur
Dymchurc
Festive
Fe
Fes
Fest
Festi
Festiv
Men
Me
Menu
M
20
201
2019
2
F
Homemade bread, olives & dips for the table (Gluten free bread available on pre-booking)

Starters
Pumpkin soup with confit oyster mushrooms (V)(VGOA)
Duck & plum terrine, spiced chutney, endive, white truffle dressing (GF)
Dungeness crab & Iberico chorizo fritters, saffron mayonnaise, herb salad
Prawn cocktail, crisp lettuce, bloody Mary dressing, (GF)
Red onion & goats cheese tartlet, watercress & confit tomato salad (V)

Mains
Roasted free range bronze turkey, chestnut stuffing, pigs in blankets, roasted potatoes, Yorkshire pudding,
sautéed sprouts, honey & thyme roasted parsnips, carrot & butternut squash puree (GFOA)
Slow braised featherblade of English long horn beef in a red wine pan gravy, celeriac & potato puree, star anise
carrot, slow roasted shallot (GF)
Roasted pheasant, red cabbage, bread sauce, roast potatoes, devils on horseback, pheasant & port jus (GFOA)
Pan seared fillet of salmon, braised fennel, fresh dill & caper crushed potato, lobster bisque sauce (GF)
Roasted Butternut squash, stuffed with cashews, cranberries & chestnuts, roast potatoes, sautéed sprouts, star
anise carrot & Yorkshire pudding (GFOA) (V) (VGOA)

Dessert
Christmas pudding, brandy Chantilly cream (V)
Chocolate orange bread & butter pudding, Cointreau ice cream (V)
Poached pears in star anise & cinnamon infused chocolate, crème fraiche (VGOA) (GF)
Dymchurch grown apple & cardamom crumble, clotted cream
Passion fruit crème brulee, shortbread (GFOA)

3 courses for just £25 per person which includes table decorations. Available throughout December (excluding
Christmas Day). £10 per person deposit to secure your booking (which is non-refundable). Please inform us of any
allergies at the time of booking. Pre-orders required a minimum of 10 days before your booking.

The City of London, 68-70 High Street, Dymchurch, TN29 0NL. 01303 873979
Wednesday 4th December 2019

The City of London Dymchurch
New Year’s Eve Menu
Canapes and homemade bread on arrival

Starters
Roasted scallops, curried parsnip puree, pomegranate, parsnip crisp (GF)
Carpaccio of venison, beets, house pickled vegetables, emulsion of celeriac (GF)
Squash velouté, confit oyster mushrooms & fresh truffle (V)
Goat’s cheese & onion confit cheesecake, pickled walnuts (V)
Foie gras terrine, rum raisins, gingerbread

Palate Cleanser after starters

Mains
Fillet of 35 day butter matured dexter beef, triple cooked chips,
caramelised onion, béarnaise sauce* (GF)
Orchard belly of pork, malted onion, choux farci, black pudding sauce, pickled rhubarb (GFOA)
(Ras el hanout) slow cooked breast of duck, apricot gel, confit duck leg ravioli, dukkha crumb
Roasted turbot, grilled razor clam, samphire grass, pancetta foam (GF)
Celeriac and truffle gratin, crispy duck egg, carrot vinaigrette (V)

Palate Cleanser after mains

Dessert
Selection of ripe fine cheeses, grape chutney, homemade
crackers & pickles* (V) (GFOA)
Blackberry souffle, gingernut biscuit ice cream, blackberry sauce (V)
Walnut cake, pecans, homemade crème anglaise (V)
(Hot toddy) lemon & honey cake, confit lemon, ginger ice cream, whisky gel (V)
Chocolate pudding with lavender sorbet (V)

Petit Fours after dessert
£40 per person which includes a glass of fizz at midnight or during your meal.
£10 per person deposit to secure your booking (which is non-refundable).
Pre-orders required a minimum of 7 days before your booking.
*£5 supplement (dexter beef & cheeses)

The City of London, 68-70 High Street,
Dymchurch, TN29 0NL. 01303 873979

Wednesday 4th December 2019

Ban the Bah
Humbugs
and

by Kim Gandy
Christmas is upon us again. Forget polics,
ignore the miserable weather and take the
family along to one of the area’s many
fesvies. Obviously, we cannot include
everything here and there is loads more
online but here is a selecon of goodies
happening around our area this Yulede. So
put on the reindeer hat, don the funky
Santa socks and the ﬂashing Rudolf nose
and get into the fesve spirit.
More about Christmas and church
services in the next The Looker.

☀ KIDS ☀
Stuﬀy Bear Christmas Party, Royal Oak,
Park Street, Lydd, TN29 9AX. Have a
photo with Mr Freeze, Gingle the Elf or
“Marshall” from Paw Patrol Saturday
22nd December from 125pm £12 per
child. Contact Sharon on 01797 320241
for me slots.
Christmas Party at Three Hills Sports
Park, Cheriton Road, Folkestone CT19
5JU, Friday 13th December, fesve fun
acvies for children age 05. FREE
event.
Romney Marsh Countryside Partnership
has a special programme of acvies for
children and their families during the
school holidays. The full programme can
be found in the FREE Green Gang
magazine, available from local libraries,
tourist informaon centres or from
WCCP Tel 01304 241806. All children
must be accompanied by a responsible
adult.
Christmas Party, Lydd Community Hall,
Manor Road, Lydd TN29 9HT organised
by The Children’s Centre, Tuesday 17th
December 1pm2.30pm for children aged
05 years. FREE EVENT. Booking
required. Please call 03000 421 167

☀ OLDER PEOPLE ☀
Christmas Eve at the Romney Marsh Day
Centre, Sunﬂower House, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, TN28 8JR Tuesday 24th
December 11am ll 12 noon, 50s and
60s singalong and an £8.50 lunch –
tradional roast dinner with dessert.
Friends and family welcome. Please book
in advance. Tel 01797 363888

☀ EVERYONE ☀
Light Up New Romney and Lantern
Parade, The Old School, Church Lane,
TN28 8ER Saturday 7th December 10am
ll 3pm Community lanternmaking
workshops. All dropin sessions FREE. No
need to book. Choose from numerous
Page 12

Libby lops luscious locks for
leukaemia and cancer kids
Grab
your
Christmas
Jumper!

diﬀerent style lanterns to decorate – one
per person. Children to be accompanied
by a responsible adult. Late night
shopping and High Street acvies from
5pm. Lantern parade starts at 6.30pm
from Trion Lane. Check out
lightupnewromney on Facebook for more
informaon
Folkestone Christmas Arts and Cras
Fair Sunday 8th December from 10am
4pm, The Leas, Folkestone, CT20 2XL.
Fiy stalls set out in a lovely Victorian
venue, The Grand in Folkestone, with
beauful views of the English Channel.
Call 07970 722962 for informaon.
Carols at the Castle, Lympne Castle, The
Street, Lympne, Hythe CT21 4LQ
Wednesday 18th December 7.30pm
9pm . Fesve singing with the Hythe
Salvaon Army Band and Saltwood
Handbell Ringers in the spectacular
surroundings of Lympne Castle
courtyard. FREE event.
Christmas Market and Cra Fair, St
Peter’s Hall, Roberts Road, Greatstone,
TN28 8RG Saturday 7th December 10am
to 2pm. A tot of mulled wine to all
customers (while stocks last!) FREE
parking and FREE entry. Sea art,
jewellery, hand made cards, knied and
sewn items, fresh bakery table.
Beverages available.
Christmas Markets on 7th, 21st
December and 4th January SALE 10am
2pm. St Mary’s Bay Hall, 15 Jeﬀerstone
Lane, St Mary’s Bay, TN29 0SW.
Everything you need for Christmas at
BARGAIN PRICES and a tombola for Age
UK. Enquiries 07871 702270
Winter Fair, RSPB Dungeness,
Boulderwall Farm, Dungeness Road,
TN29 9PN. A winter wildlife fair set in the
picturesque reserve, with lovely views of
the lake and the wildlife. There will be
Christmas arts and cras acvies all
day, along with cra and produce stalls,
free mulled wine, a raﬄe and a Christmas
treasure hunt for the children, around the
nature trail. Call 01797 320588 for more
informaon.
Lydd Christmas Gi and Cra Event,
Lydd Community Hall, Manor Road,
TN29 9HU Wednesday 4th December
6pm8pm. Santa will be on his sleigh
outside the Community Hall between 6
and 7 pm. In aid of the Lydd Primary
School and The Big Cat Sanctuary. Hot
drinks, food, hampers, pick ‘n’ mix, fesve
stalls, raﬄe, tombola.

Wednesday 4th December 2019

Tenyearold Libby Kingham paid
the ulmate sacriﬁce by having just
over 16 inches of her hair cut oﬀ for
the Lile Princess Charity last week
at Capelli’s Hair Salon in New
Romney.
Libby’s mum Sam and her partner
John Burgoyne contacted The Looker

as they were so proud of Libby
wanng to do something that
beneﬁed children who have to go
through hair loss due to cancer
treatment.
John said: “It really shows Libby for
this wonderful young lady that she
puts others ﬁrst.”
Her mother Sam said: “It’s a big day
for Libby, other than having her hair
trimmed she has never really had a
haircut, we are both so proud of her.”
The Lile Princess Trust has been
helping children and young people
since 2006, and provides free real
hair wigs to children and young
people, who have lost their own hair
through cancer treatment or other
condions.
The Trust provides free, realhair wigs
for young cancer suﬀerers or for
children
and
young
people
experiencing the devastang eﬀects
of hair loss. They also fund
pioneering, lifesaving research into
childhood cancers.
“We use hair donaons and
fundraising monies sent to us by our
amazing supporters, to manufacture

and ﬁt our beauful real hair wigs,”
the Trust’s website explains. Since it
began in 2006, the Trust has supplied
more than 8000 wigs to children and
young people, and has invested
over £5 million into groundbreaking
childhood
cancer
research.
On
the
Trust’s
website it stated that
“when The Lile
Princess Trust ﬁrst
began, we hoped for
a day when there
would no longer be a
need
for
an
organisaon like this.
We hope, by funding
research, to one day
make this a reality.”
Libby, who aends
Palmarsh
Primary
school said she
enjoyed having her
hair cut by her aune, Sarah Hill who
works at Capelli.

The Looker thinks that Libby did an
amazing thing, if you would like to
help the Lile Princess Trust you can
donate money through a just giving
online fundraising page.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lib
bykingham#.

Houston - do you copy - are you
out there? Houston? Houston?!
We all have important ideas we want
to share, right? But, whether you’re
an individual or small business,
actually getting your message heard
can feel a bit like you’re shouting into
the abyss.

opportunities available in our district.
In an interview with Liu, she told us:
“Having worked producing video for
both my own projects and local small
businesses, I found it increasingly
frustrating that you can produce a

She also founded and
curates
TEDxFolkestone,
which is part of TED Talks,
and about which she said:
“What was so wonderful
about putting on a TEDx
event in Folkestone was that,
as a well-known platform
and brand, TED brings a huge
international audience, and
that really inspired people to
work hard to ﬁnd, develop
and express the ideas and
messages that are most
important to them, for the
beneﬁt of their community.”
“It’s these same values that I
want to create with this new
local online TV channel I’m
working on; but instead of it
going out to the speciﬁc TED
audience, it will go out to the
community in which it serves
and be of most beneﬁt too. Many of
us don’t need a global audience to be
successful and made a difference we just need a relevant, engaged and
loyal local audience, and in doing so
we can create a truly supportive and
collaborative community.”

Social media has promised us instant
access to share our message with
anyone and everyone! But when
everyone is shouting …is anybody
really listening?
Despite being told we’re in a time of
so-called super connectivity - it feels
like the methods through which to
reach and engage a relevant audience
of people are becoming more
disjointed and scattered than ever.
But local presenter and video content
producer, Liu Batchelor, believes she
has the solution - a way that
everyone in the local community can
have their message seen and heard.
Liu told The Looker about her plans
to set up a local online TV channel featuring video content made by and
for the district, working in
collaboration with other local
organisations to ensure everyone can
see and contribute to all the great

high quality and engaging piece of
content with an important message yet if you don’t have the existing
audience, then no one sees it!”
“I’ve always tried to produce work that
inspires people, shares knowledge,
showcases local talent and gives back
to the community - yet without the
views it can be very hard to maintain
the viability of projects like this.”

The channel is currently in
developmental stages, but Liu says
there are plans to begin piloting the
platform as early as 2020 - and she
urges anyone interested in being
involved to get in touch.
“I’m particularly looking to speak to
other local content producers and
businesses who produce informative,
entertaining and/or educational

video content about or for the local
community - who want to get their
great work shared and distributed to
more people.”
With the rise of video content being a
key medium online, here at The
Looker we’re excited to see the
development of this new channel,
and all the new opportunities and
collaborations it will bring.
But what do you think?
How could the district beneﬁt and
what would you like to see from a
local TV channel? Tell us at
info@TheLooker.co.uk
Or to get in touch with Liu email
info@LVBcreative.com

“Over time, my audience has slowly
grown through a lot of trial and error
- but it’s taken a lot of time, effort and
money, and I’ve sacriﬁced a lot to do
so. My aim is that this new channel
will provide a ready-made local
audience to local people and ideas which will enable them to fast track
all the challenges I’ve faced in getting
my message to be heard.”
Liu produces a local chat show called
The Big Ideas Show which features
local inspiring people and stories.

Telephone:

0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN
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Charity celebrates 25
years helping older people
on the Romney Marsh
The Romney Marsh Day Centre at
Sunﬂower House, Rolfe Lane in New
Romney celebrated in style 25 years
in its current building to support
those aged over 50 in the
community.
The charity provides a safe and
welcoming environment for people
to come and socialise with others,
take part in classes and acvies, and
enjoy fresh, homemade food. It also

oﬀers an informaon,
support and advice service
for beneﬁt entlement,
housing maers, Blue
Badge applicaons and
more.
A three consecuve days of
25 Anniversary lunches from Tuesday
19 – Thursday 21 November marked
the Day Centre’s launch in 1994 –
and heralds a milestone in a me of

everchanging needs on the
Romney Marsh.
Jon Wilson, is the Romney Marsh
Day Centre’s Chief Oﬃcer,
“We are so proud that the Romney
Marsh Day Centre has remained a
steadfast and prominent feature in
the lives of so many people within
our community. We welcome over
150 people to the centre every week
and the charity represents something
diﬀerent for each of them. Our
guests enjoy socialising and learning
new or forgoen skills in a bright and
vibrant environment; for some of the
families and carers of some of our
guests, we provide respite, which
allows them to be safe in the
knowledge that their loved ones are
being taken care of and – most
importantly, having fun.
“Like many other charies in these
uncertain mes, we know that we
have challenges ahead, but the future
is excing. We have a great facility
here and we are very mindful of all
those over the years who have

helped build this Centre up to make
it what it is. Friendships have been
formed, happy memories shared,
with lots of fun and laughter along
the way. This building has brought so
many people across rural areas
together and enabled people to make
friends, keeping people acve and
enjoying life, whilst reducing the risk
of people feeling isolated and lonely
in later life.
“None of this would have been
possible without the support of many
organisaons, partners, businesses
and individuals who have helped and
support this vital work across our
communies. We are very grateful to
all those who have played their parts,
big and small, to make our Centre a
vibrant acve place that makes such
a diﬀerence to so many.”
For more informaon about the
Romney Marsh Day Centre at
Sunﬂower House, its services or the
anniversary celebraons please call:
01797 363888

7KLV:LQWHU

7KLQN/LQNV
Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888
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Awards roll in for Folkestone care businesses
by Andrew South
Staﬀ at two familyrun care
businesses are celebrang major
successes in two Awards schemes,
recognising the individual eﬀorts
which make a diﬀerence in people’s
lives.
Not only have two staﬀ at Pelham
House Care Home and Aspire Home
Carers scooped gongs at the Kent
Unsung Heroes Awards, but one staﬀ
member took away an award from
recent south east regional ﬁnals of
the Brish Care Awards – the most
presgious recognion of work in the
care industry.
Three of the businesses’ staﬀ were
ﬁnalists at the glitzy dinner ceremony
at the Hilton Hotel in Brighton
among 500 guests all vying for glory
in a wide variety of categories which
paid tribute to those working in every
aspect of care.
Cooks, managers, carers, ancillary
workers, specialist nurses, unpaid
carers and acvity organisers were
recognised across 23 categories for
the high level of skills which they
bring to caring for people in their
later years.
Winner of the South East’s
Innovaon of the Year Award was
Carmella Marn of Aspire Home
Carers whose championing of health
and wellbeing for staﬀ has led to a

South East Care Innovator of the Year,
Carmella Marn with Brighton event
compere, Steve Walls
sharp increase in staﬀ recruitment.
“A healthy and wellsupported carer
means a healthy and well caredfor
client,” she enthusiascally says.
Carmella now goes forward to the
naonal ﬁnals in Birmingham in
March, which gives her plenty of me
to reﬁne her winner’s speech.
The Judges’ appraisal was gushing:
“Carmella has a passion and
inspiraon to drive health and well
being for her staﬀ, service users and
families, and is inspiraonal and life
changing,” they said. “Her drive to
support mental health wellbeing in a
new and innovave way made her a

clear winner and something she
should be proud of”.
Also nominated were Jayne
Chadwick, Manager of Aspire Home
Carers in the ‘Registered Manager of
the Year’ category, and Janet
Deveson of Pelham House in the
‘Ancillary Worker’ category.
“To have three staﬀ from our
independent familyrun business was
an exceponal achievement in our
ﬁrst year of entering,” says Roger
Waluube, Owner & Manager of the
two care businesses. “We were up
against some really big players in the
care industry, but this just shows that
care at a local, independent and
personal level is so important to
clients and their friends and families.
“We were very much the ‘David’
amongst the ‘Goliaths’, and whilst we
are so proud of the success our staﬀ
have achieved, it also speaks volumes
for the whole of both of the Aspire
and Pelham teams.”
This success follows on from Kent’s
Unsung Heroes Awards at which
Jayne and Janet were also winners.
There were just 12 winners from 500
entries to the Awards which aims to
recognise the work of staﬀ in family
run businesses, which means that the
Pelham House and Aspire teams
provided one sixth of the winners –
another remarkable achievement.

Panto me
is here again
For
those
whose
seasonal
entertainment tastes stretch beyond
‘The Great Escape’ and ‘Call the
Midwife’, there are a couple of ﬁrst
rate pantomimes hing the boards
in the district during December.
Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs
kicks oﬀ at the Leas Cliﬀ Hall in
Folkestone on 13th December unl
the 31st. The producon features
Thomas Redgrave, a ‘Britain’s Got
Talent’ winner with musical theatre
group Collabro, and a ﬁne cast of
reliables. Without giving too much
away, the story revolves around
seven lile chaps who work
incessantly, an apple, a mirror and a
wicked queen. Not to be missed for
the usual tomfoolery, bad jokes and
audience parcipaon. Tickets from:
www.atgckets/Folkestone.
Over at Shorncliﬀe’s Tower Theatre
from 14th to 27th December, Jack
will once again be climbing the
Beanstalk in a mission to vanquish a
giant. Starring Mike Nolan of Bucks
Fizz, now is the me to be making
your mind up about your fesve fun
 possibly the best £10 you’ll spend
this Christmas.
Tickets from:
www.towertheatrefolkestone.co.uk.

FOR
SALE

SANDGATE PAVILIONS
E n c o m b e

36 Bespoke luxur y apartments
Show apartment OPEN Thursday - Monday 10am - 5pm

07496 901013
Wednesday 4th December 2019
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Poppy sorrow

Wading across the Marsh
Romney
Marsh
Countryside
Partnership Ranger, Steﬀ D’Agorne
takes a look at opportunies for
wildlifespong in the short days of
winter…
With the long dark nights upon us, and
the seemingly endless rainfall this
autumn, it is hard to imagine that there
is much to see out on the Marsh at this
me of year. However, don’t be fooled
 don your wellies and get out and
explore!

hide behind. Birdwatching for example
becomes easier, as without leaves in
the way a bird in a bush, becomes
easier to idenfy. Furthermore, some
of the birds start to form larger ﬂocks,
to help them ﬁnd food (and for added
protecon from predators), making
these birds far more noceable. I was
lucky enough to beneﬁt from this upon
my recent walks along the Royal
Military Canal, as I twice spoed a
kingﬁsher ﬂying along the waterway,
even though there were trees between
it and me.

Cubs, from Mulberry Cub Pack, were
dismayed to discover that thieves had
stolen their hand made poppies from
outside the Scout HQ in Church Lane,
New Romney.
The Cubs, from the 1st New Romney
Scout Group, had made the poppies
from clay and painted them as part of
their Remembrance Day tribute. They
were ‘planted’ in the Poppy Garden in
front of the Scout HQ. More than half
the poppies were stolen, leaving the
Cubs extremely upset.
Carole Simpson, Cub Leader stated ‘The
Cubs wanted to make a Poppy Garden
to remember our local heroes and those
who are serving today. It is their
intenon to add more poppies to the
Garden each year. Sadly it seems there
are people in our local community who
have no respect for the tribute or what
it stood for………. This is diﬃcult to
explain to the Cubs, who spent three
weeks making the poppies. They are so
upset by the the. We are proud of our

The Cubs’ Poppy Garden
youngsters – aged 8 – 10, and it is hard
for them to realise there are individuals
who have no respect and are happy to
destroy.
The Cubs issued the following
statement: If you know where our
poppies are please replace them in our
Poppy Garden. Thank you.
This is another example of vandalism
and ansocial behaviour that has
plagued the area in recent months,
following on from the criminal damage
in nearby St Nicholas Church.
If anyone has any informaon regarding
the the of the poppies they should
contact Kent Police on Crimestoppers.
Call 0800 555111

Colourful Chinese gingko trees at
home in the UK
Even within our local urban
environments you can come across
some lovely autumnal wildlife. Upon
crossing the Sainsbury’s car park in
New Romney to fetch the much
needed supplies of volunteer biscuits, I
looked up to noce a beauful
selecon of mature trees within the car
park. An unusual mature ginkgo (or
maidenhair) tree sits adjacent to the
zebra crossing. This tree has semi
circular shaped leaves which turn a
beauful yellow colour in the autumn.
It is nave to China, but has more
recently become a popular street tree
in the UK. It is one of the world’s oldest
tree species, with records of its
existence (leaf fossils) dang back more
than 250 million years.
One great thing about this me of year
is that wildlife becomes easier to spot,
because there is less foliage for them to

Where have our poppies gone? Mulberry Cubs le holding the stems….
A classic kingﬁsher view
The die back of vegetaon over winter
also allows us and the Romney Marsh
Lierpicking Watch to get a beer
glimpse at any of the lier that has
sadly been le across the Marsh. This
makes it a good me of year for a lier
pick, as it enables us to more easily
remove any lier and prevent it from
harming our local wildlife. To help your
local wildlife this winter, why not join us
at one of our conservaon volunteer
tasks out on the Marsh, email us at
RMCP@dover.gov.uk to ﬁnd out more.
Alternavely, join us for our ﬁrst lier
pick of the year on Sunday 5 January,
meeng at The Varne Watersports and
Supporters Club, Greatstone at 10:30am.

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com
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Patio Area
Sandgate Footprint
Shared Driveway

Decorative Resin to Revitalise your Property
and Transform your Home.
We are a close knit team of award winning builders
that were ﬁrst established in 1989. We are passionate
about resin bound and resin bonded surfacing and
because of this we have won industry awards.
The resin bond and bound product can be laid over the top of
old cracked concrete and tarmac drives, even over blocked
paved drives to create a weed free drive with a fabulous finish.
Environmentally friendly 21st century drives. It is SuDS
(sustainable urban drainage system) compliant.

BEFORE

w
crv.nw.esiug.mrrkt.dndk
iohaw
Customer
Limes, Cannongate Road, Hythe Kent CT21 5PX
info@heritagehomesanddrives.co.uk
Get a Free No Obligation Quote (Monday – Friday 8am – 6pm):

01303 237191 / 07855 393138

AFTER

www.heritagehomesanddrives.co.uk
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Charity Cra Fair a big success
On Saturday 23rd November, a small
group held their second Charity Cra
Fair at the Old School in New
Romney. The cra fair, in aid of
Breast Cancer and Prostate Cancer
charies, was very well aended with
visitors popping in throughout the
day to support the event. The 'Guess
the weight of the cake' was very
quickly completed and weighed in at
7lb 6oz and the beauful cake was
kindly donated by a friend of one of
the organisers.
There were seven independent cra
sale tables as well as cras made by
the team. Tea, coﬀee, cake and mince
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pies were also available. The large
food hamper raﬄe was won by a
gentleman from Hythe and the name
of the goose was Lucy!
Aer expenses, the total money
raised was £1557.38. This will be
sent to the two charies along with
some money raised from the local
quilt show last September.
Grateful thanks to all those who
volunteered their me to help run
the event, the Trustees of the Old
School, who allowed us the use of
the school premises, and to all of
those who came along and so
generously supported the event.

Bring your own JAM to the Marsh in 2020
JAM has opened its call for artists to bring events to JAM on the Marsh 2020.
JAM on the Marsh is an annual multi-arts festival including music, art,
photography, ﬁlm, theatre, children’s education and poetry. The Festival
puts on some of the concerts and events itself, but many are brought by
artists and performers themselves. All events are publicised and supported
equally within the festival promotion.
16,200 people came to last year’s
festival, with publicity reaching
5.8million people nationwide, including
tv, radio and press coverage, and
extensive social media.
JAM on the Marsh 2020 will run from 2nd
– 11th July in venues across Romney
Marsh. To bring an event – of any art
form - artists need to go to
www.jamconcert.org/bring-event-jammarsh/ and ﬁll in a short application
form telling us about them and their
event. If the application is successful,
the organisers will ﬁnd a venue for it in
conjunction with the artist. Closing date
is December 19th, so you need to get in
quick.
“Being in the Festival will ensure that
their event is part of JAM on the Marsh’s
festival brochure and all festival
marketing, publicity and mailings to
JAM’s database and media contacts,”
says Sarah Armitage, JAM’s Head of
Marketing, “We will be available for help
and advice leading up to, and during the

Festival. It is free to apply to bring an
event.”
To date, JAM on the Marsh has included
a wide variety of excellent BYO events,
including Susan Pilcher’s Sky at Night
photography exhibition, Jonty Driver’s
poetry recital, Jillian Bain-Christie’s
mixed media art exhibition, Sabotage
Theatre and Bridgetower Music The
Soldier’s Tale and Michal Rogalski
(oboe) and Michael Poll (guitar) That
Latin Temperament recital.

Susan Pilcher’s Sky at Night
within the Festival.
The organisers are keen to hear from a
wide range of artists and to have their
event in JAM on the Marsh.

Applications
by
Thursday
19th
December
2019
via
www.jamconcert.org/bring-event-jammarsh/.

Regular Looker contributor, Susan
Pilcher, has been delighted with her
relationship with the JAM Festival from
the beginning. “My involvement with,
and the support from JAM on the Marsh
has boosted my photographic career
enormously in terms of new audience,
income, another exhibition and new
assignments,” she told The Looker.
Artists are responsible for setting up
and running their event, including any
costs - but they will keep all the income
from their event. It is THEIR event

Sabotage/Bridgetower The Soldier’s Tale

Michal Rogalski/Michael Poll  That Lan Temperament
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Vive la France des artes et
by Andrew South
Our district is not short of colourful
characters who have stories to tell and
who help to shape the communies we
enjoy across its varied urban, coastal
and rural landscape, and ‘The Looker’
thoroughly enjoys bringing those
stories to its readers. So what are we to
make of a creave spirit who, by her
own admission, has lived a vibrant and
interesng life so far…with decades
more of her joie de vivre to enjoy – and
who else’s parents decide to name their
child aer a country? So join us as we
dive into the ecleccally creave world
of France Tetreault and a backstory
which involves music, arts, heraldry,
graphic design and a new direcon into
bookwring...
France’s studio in a refurbished garage
atop the hillside above Hythe tells you
all need to know about vista, clarity of
light and colour  but by contrast, her
passion is entrenched in the subdued
colours of the past.
It was the intrinsic beauty of the
European cultural backdrop which
enced the Canadian to the connent
and helped her to drink in all that
Europe has to oﬀer, as well as a quick
sup from King Arthur’s goblet.
“From an early age, I was fascinated by
European culture,” she tells me in her
autumnly sunlit studio, “but in
parcular England’s medieval history,
with all its darkness and emove
colours. I could trace our family back
to the 17th century in Canada, but I
wanted to know more”.
But this overlooks the journey which
has brought France to our shores.
Growing up in the town of Welland on
the shores of Niagara Falls, she found
her adult feet in the music business in
Toronto as a sound engineer.
“Did you know that Barbra Streisand
has absolutely terrible stage
fright?” she throws in as a maer of
discourse. But what was intriguing was
the mirroring of France’s own shyness
and a lack of will to be in the spotlight

with those who hit the global stage and
fear the pressure of having to perform.
The names of The Police, Kate Bush,
Bryan Adams, Peter Gabriel, and
Squeeze trip oﬀ the Canadian’s tongue
with ease as if it were some other life,
which in some ways it was. “I heard
that Eddie Van Halen was bad in terms
of stagefright!” she says of one of the
world’s most highly regarded guitar
exponents, and whose virtuoso
performance in front of an audience of

important as the United States, but in
my opinion, England was where most
of the music I was interested in, was
happening.”
And so it was oﬀ to tour Europe with
an arst friend, vising many of the
connent’s arsc highlights – seeing
so much historically important art that
it was “like being in heaven”. She came
to London to work as an Arst & Repertoire
(A&R) coordinator and despairs of A&R
people in the today’s world.

Soleeluna with calligraphy

“Most of them don’t even bother to go
out and see bands, like we did, to
scout for new talent,” she reveals.
“They now scour YouTube for possible
signings from their 95 oﬃce chairs!”
which may possibly explain the
scarcity of genuine highquality pop
and rock talent in the 21st century.
France moved to Paris in 1989 where
she met her ﬁrst husband, who also
worked for A&M Records in Paris.
Musical stories adorn France’s life
which personify a lifelessordinary.
She ﬂew with Guns ‘n’ Roses to Tel
Aviv and ﬁrst met Sng just aer he
recorded his ﬁrst solo album (1985’s
‘The Dream of the Blue Turtles). There
is enough for a book in itself here…
It was at this point that life took an
unexpected detour from the rock ‘n’
roll lifestyle.
“I found a job with a classical music
company,” she says. “I love learning,
and the virtuosity and technical
prowess are not that diﬀerent from
the best of the rock musicians. These
guys study and train for many years –
they are truly dedicated to their art.
Between them, she and her husband
enjoyed many nights at the opera,
ﬁvestar hotels, the Concorde and
Michelin starred restaurants.”
In the late 1990s, however, aer that
marriage had broken down and she

120,000 at the Donington Monsters
of Rock Fesval in 1984  preceding a
resurgent AC/DC  will live long in the
memory…
But we digress in France’s story. It is
that interest in virtuosity and precision
which has formed her passion for art.
As you will see here, there is no
immediacy about her work, it is to be
consumed at leisure, with thought and
understanding of her smuli – which
are ﬁrmly embedded in European
culture and history.
“Growing up in Canada, I was drawn
to Europe – the music industry in
Canada was important, perhaps not as

Muse on stage, 2018

Changes  inspired by David Bowie
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t des musiques!
Interpretaon of Muse's 'Buerﬂies & Hurricanes'

Abstract vine walk
was in a new relaonship celebrang
the arrival of a daughter, her new
family moved to Bologna in Italy.
“This, as it turned out was a mistake in
our relaonship. Although music and
art had always been in my life, it had
to take a backseat in favour of
scratching out a living.
“But aer six years of trying, we came
back to England and I grabbed the ﬁrst
job I could get – in a call centre for a
travel company in Kent.”

This turned out to be a low point in
France’s life.
“Toilet breaks were monitored, and it
was a very oppressive atmosphere,”
she says.
For someone who is creave and
imaginave this must have been
uerly demoralising. She stuck with
this for 12 years, however, ﬁnding
solace in rediscovering her arsc
creavity, working mostly in mixed
media.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

“I started to look at art again – I had
designed posters and album covers
while in Paris, but I had always loved
the abstract work of arsts such as
Georges Braque, Soulages and Antoni
Tàpies.
“We have had photography for a long
me which is able to record people,
places and events as we see them,
which is ﬁne, but for me the concept
of ‘abstract reality’ is what really
interests me. Abstract art is a
conversaon between the arst and
the viewer.”
The subdued tones of her work reﬂect
the colours of European churches and
cathedrals which have been her
inspiraon, but her rock roots remain
not that far away.
“I have interpreted ‘Buerﬂies &
Hurricanes’ by Muse [a 2004 single]
wrien by Ma Bellamy who writes
amazing lyrics,” she says. “And again,
ﬁne technical virtuosity is on show
here, with a Rachmaninovinspired
piano midsecon.” The theme of the
song is the reverberatory eﬀect that a
ﬂap of a buerﬂy’s wings may have in
the wider world.

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

Also sat alongside this work is her as
yet unﬁnished interpretaon of Guns
‘n’ Roses’ ‘Welcome to the Jungle’ from
their blockbuster ﬁrst album in 1987.
“It is important for me to connue
learning about art and I am connually
taking courses on the subject, as well
as developing my business and social
media skills.”
She is acve in both the Folkestone
and Hythe Art Sociees, and sll aims
to expand her repertoire of creave
skills, including heraldic art, which may
sate some of her medieval appete,
and has some ideas for books in the
pipeline too. An original rock chick
arst who is forever developing and
learning, and from whom we have no
doubt will be hearing and seeing a lot
more of.
And there isn’t even room here to tell
you about Suzanne Vega, Iggy Pop,
Slash or David Sylvian, and the missed
opportunity to work with David Bowie
– another me and another place
perhaps…
For further informaon about
France’s work, have a look at:
www.francethearst.com.

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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Georgina Treloar
– Green Party

Simon Bishop –
Liberal Democrat

Hi, I'm Georgina. I’m the Green Party
candidate for Folkestone and Hythe.
I was elected to the district council as a
councillor for Hythe in May. I work as a
freelance copywriter, brand strategist
and project manager for businesses big
and small – from major tech giants to
local startups. I also write editorial
arcles for a major ﬁnancial technology
magazine. I'm doing a partme PhD in Environmental Social Science at the
University of Kent and juggle all of this with raising my
7yearold boy. I love our district because it's such a great place to raise a
family. We're in an area where the countryside meets the sea and I feel part
of a great community.
I'm standing as the Green Party candidate in the elecon because we need to
do things diﬀerently. This elecon must be the climate elecon. In speaking
with residents from each end of the polical spectrum, it's clear that the
environment is foremost in people's minds. The climate and ecological crisis
is bigger than Brexit and we need to come together – not be divided – to
tackle it. In Folkestone and Hythe we face real risk from a changing climate:
sea level rise and local ﬂooding are real risks, parcularly in Hythe and on
the Marsh. If we don't act now, how will our children and our grandchildren
look back on us? We can't bury our heads in the sand any more.
I’m the strongest voice on climate in the lineup. As a district councillor I led
the council in declaring a climate and ecological emergency and have
worked hard to advance environmental policy that recognises the risks we
face as a community.
I listen to local voices. My experience as a district councillor, including si ng
on the planning commiee, means I’m acutely aware of local issues and
residents’ views. I’m deeply interested in local planning decisions and highly
crical of the current naonal planning policy. I’d advocate for a planning
system that gave local communies beer control over their own futures,
and helped us beer migate for and adapt to climate change.
We need a Green New Deal. Other pares are greening their agendas, but
only the Green Party can be trusted for absolute integrity. Amongst other
things, a Green New Deal means jobs in renewable energy and beer,
cleaner, greener public transport networks. I would champion the best
possible Green New Deal in Westminster.
We need a fairer, more equitable society. This means reversing austerity and
ge ng the NHS back on its feet. As the daughter of a rered doctor and
lecturer in public health, I’ve grown up with a keen understanding of how
universal healthcare must be protected.
Reversing austerity means geng funding back into educaon and back into
our local services. It also means ensuring everyone in our area has access to
aﬀordable housing. My vision – the Green Party’s vision – is for a society
and economy that beneﬁts every individual without trashing the planet.
Finally, on Brexit. I believe that no voice should go unheard. We also know
a lot more now: the supposed beneﬁts of leaving the EU simply don’t stack
up. That’s why I’m advocang for a second referendum. That’s why I’d
campaign to remain.

I want to stop Brexit to help make the
enre constuency of Folkestone and
Hythe, including The Marsh, an even
beer place to live. I grew up here,
going to Saltwood Primary School and
The Harvey Grammar, and one of my
favourite acvies is paddle boarding
and kayaking with my children along the
Royal Military Canal. (Another is the
tradional annual Bishop Family trip on the RHDR Santa Express, this year
postponed unl aer elecon day!) The area has amazing history but is also
changing with The HighSpeed rail link aracng new people and
investment. But it also has challenges. Brexit will impact local jobs, delay
crical medical supplies for residents and the M20 could be blocked with
lorries for months. Folkestone and Hythe is also one of the most deprived
areas in Kent with one in ﬁve children living in poverty. I want to help tackle
these challenges.
The Lib Dems are not just a singleissue party. We have bold and ambious
plans to build a brighter future for The Marsh area and the country.
The most important issue facing our planet is global warming. We would
begin to tackle the climate emergency by generang 80% of our electricity
from renewable energy by 2030 and insulang all lowincome homes by
2025.
We would plant 60 million trees a year, electrify Britain's railways whilst
freezing train fares for commuters and season cket holders and ensure all
new cars are electric by 2030. And, importantly for this area, we would
introduce a £5 billion ﬂood prevenon and climate adaptaon fund.
On educaon we would give every child the best start in life by recruing
20,000 more teachers as part of an extra £10 billion a year for schools. To
compliment this, we would build a fairer economy by providing free
childcare from 9 months and giving every adult £10,000 to spend on skills
& training throughout their lives.
We want to treat mental health with the same urgency as physical health.
We would raise £6 billion a year extra by pu ng a penny on income tax,
with this money to be spent on the NHS and social care.
I care passionately about Britain and am not going to stand by while others
wreck it.
I have the experience and skills and, most importantly, the integrity and
decency to help ﬁx our broken polical system. I pride myself on being a
decent person, who always tries to do the right thing  I think our current
polics needs much more of this.
Our country is in crisis. Many people feel a deep sense of insecurity. Real
incomes keep falling, the ability to buy a house diminishing, and the threat
from the climate emergency ever increasing. Then there is Brexit: whether
you are for or against, it brings unknowns and is a source of anger. I want
my two daughters to grow up in a kind, compassionate, tolerant, equal,
outwardfacing Britain, not one deﬁned by division and hate. I want to do
whatever I can to help make Folkestone and Hythe an even more fabulous
place to live. I'd be honoured to be your local MP.

Georgina Treloar

Green Party Parliamentary Candidate for Folkestone & Hythe

Simon Bishop
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Folkestone & Hythe

Check your
Polling Staon
before the
General Elecon
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Residents are being reminded to check where their polling staon
is ahead of the upcoming General Elecon on December 12, 2019.
A number of changes have been made to locaons in the Folkestone
& Hythe district, with the new ones outlined below:
1st Cheriton Scout Group HQ, rear of 24 Hawkins Road, Folkestone,
CT19 4JA (replacing Tower Theatre, North Road, Cheriton)
The New Fountain Pub, 171 Seabrook Road, Hythe, CT21 5RT
(replacing Seabrook Church Hall, Seabrook Road, Hythe)
1st Hythe Scout Group, Burton Hall, 7 Albert Lane, Hythe, CT21 6BY
(replacing Age UK, Stade Street, Hythe)
New Romney Methodist Church Hall, High Street, New Romney, TN28
8AH (replacing New Romney Bowls Club, Sussex Road, New Romney)
3rd Hawkinge Scout Group HQ, Reindene Wood, Hawkinge, CT18
7BB (replacing Black Horse Inn, Canterbury Road, Densole)
St Mary & St Radegund Church, The Street, Postling, CT21 4EX
(replacing Postling Village Hall, The Street, Postling)

Laura Davison
– Labour

Damian Collins
– Conservaves

We should all Vote Labour for Real

It has been my honour to represent you
in parliament for the last nine and a half
years. The vote this year however is
probably the most important we have
faced for decades, as it will determine
whether or not Britain leaves the
European Union at or before the end of
January. I am the only candidate from
the major pares standing in this
constuency, who is commied to ge ng Brexit done. Labour, the Lib
Dems and the Greens either want another referendum or to simply cancel
Brexit altogether. I respect the result of the referendum and will support in
parliament the withdrawal agreement negoated by Boris Johnson to take
us out of the EU. The clear message I have received from people in this
campaign, from Dungeness to Hawkinge, regardless of how they voted in
the referendum, is that they want to see an end to the dither and delay on
Brexit, so that we know where we stand and can move on as a country. I
am with you all on that 100%. Also, it is only once we have delivered Brexit
that we can start to bring the country back together again, and to begin the
process of creang a new relaonship with the EU, as an external friend
and ally, rather than as a reluctant member state.

Change.

Decisions

about

our

community of Folkestone, Hythe and
Romney Marsh should be made in the
interests of people who live here, not
proﬁteers. For too long we have seen
developers cashing in on our district to
build luxury homes rather than the genuinely aﬀordable and council homes
we so desperately need. Labour is against the Oerpool development and
Princes Parade. Labour will build council houses and genuinely aﬀordable
homes.
We need to protect our NHS from Donald Trump. Labour founded the NHS
and we will defend it. Our NHS is not for sale.
We are facing a climate emergency. Labour will protect our coastal
communies from ﬂooding.
Labour will invest in our communies, our schools, our council services, our
roads. We will pay people a real living wage of at least £10 an hour from
age 16 so they will spend money in our local economy. We will end the
desperate need for food banks and we will invest in our bus services and
broadband to help businesses and to connect people together. We will solve
injusces like the 1950's women let down by pension changes. We will end
the social care crisis that has le people in our community without the care
they need. Labour will fund free personal care for older people and extra
care packages.
Our area deserves a handson praccal MP who will listen and work
together with local people to make change happen. As your MP I will NOT
take a second job, live in London or let you down. But I will ﬁght to make
sure every new development beneﬁts local people by providing genuinely
aﬀordable homes and council homes with doctors and schools to meet our
needs. I will campaign for new green jobs here and to protect our coastal
areas from developers and climate change. And I will make sure Labour’s
brilliant naonal policies bring social and economic equality to the people
of Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh.
I stood as the candidate for Labour in the General Elecon in 2017. Together
we more than doubled the number of Labour votes cast, taking our share
of the vote from 14 to 28%. Together we can create real change on 12
December 2019. A vote for me is the taccal choice to beat the Tories. A
vote for me is for Real Change.

Laura Davison

Delivering Brexit will also allow us to focus on the priority issues facing the
country. As a result of diﬃcult decisions, we have taken already on
government spending, to bring Britain’s accounts back into balance aer
the ﬁnancial crisis, we can now aﬀord to invest more in our public services.
We are recruing an addional 450 oﬃcers for Kent Police by the end of
2020 plus a further 147 by 2021. Our local schools will see their funding
per pupil increase, rising on average faster than the rest of England in the
next year. I am commied to seeing more investment in East Kent hospitals,
keeping A&E services at the William Harvey, training more GPs locally and
improving mental health support. There are more doctors and nurses
working in the area served by the East Kent hospitals trust today, than there
were ten years ago, but we need to invest more again.
I want a longterm future for nuclear power at Dungeness, either with the
construcon of a new power staon, or the roll out of new nuclear
technologies like small modular reactors, which could be constructed on the
exisng site. We need to build more aﬀordable homes to rent and buy which
is why I support well planned housing development in our area, including
the creaon of a new green town at Oerpool Park, next to Westenhanger
staon. I think it is beer for our local housing needs over the next thirty
years to be delivered in a new specially designed community, with all of the
infrastructure that it needs, rather than by allowing speculave development
all over the district.
I believe we have the right plan, to get Brexit done and take Britain forward.

Damian Collins
Conservave Parliamentary Candidate for Folkestone & Hythe

Labour Parliamentary Candidate for Folkestone & Hythe

1st Lyminge Scout Hut, Woodland Road, Lyminge, CT18 8EW
(replacing Lyminge Village Hall, Woodland Road, Lyminge)
Heysham Hall, 4 Taylor Road, LyddonSea, TN29 9PA
(replacing Dungeness Lifeboat Staon, Dungeness Road, Dungeness)
St George’s Church, Ashford Road, Ivychurch, TN29 0AL
(replacing Ivychurch Village Hall, Ashford Road, Ivychurch)
Those that do not feature on this list remain unchanged. The full list
of polling staons for the December 2019 General Elecon is
available on the Folkestone & Hythe District Council website.
Residents on the Electoral Register who vote at a polling staon
will receive poll cards which state where they are able to vote for the
next Member of Parliament for Folkestone and Hythe.
You do not need to take your poll card or any form of photo ID with
you in order to vote.
Wednesday 4th December 2019
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R.M.W. Scaffolding Fly-tipper counts the cost
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney
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of repeatedly dumping
near home

A resident who repeatedly dumped
household waste less than 100
metres from her Folkestone home
has received a hefty ﬁne.
Samantha Beazley discarded black
sacks and other rubbish in two
locations near her Darby Road
property in February, September
and December 2018.
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
(F&HDC) investigated each incident
after concerns were raised by two
members of the public.
The accused failed to respond to
eight separate letters and notices
offering her an opportunity to
provide a defence, but denied any
involvement in the ﬂy-tipping at a
preliminary hearing in May 2019.
She did not attend the full
Folkestone Magistrates’ Court
hearing on 18 November, but was
successfully prosecuted by F&HDC
under the Environment Protection
Act 1990 in her absence and ﬁned
£300 for each offence.
Ms Beazley was also ordered to

pay £760 costs and a £30 victim
surcharge – bringing the total bill for
her actions to £1,690.
A F&HDC spokesperson said: “This
type of inconsiderate behaviour
creates health and safety issues,
and spoils our beautiful district for
everyone.
“Fly-tipping is a criminal offence. In
this case, the resident continued to
offend even after we had written to
her about the ﬁrst incident.
“If you ﬁnd dumped waste on
public property, please report it to
us – we’ll arrange for it to be picked
up and try to prosecute those
responsible.”
To report issues in the district –
including ﬂy-tipping – visit
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/reporta-problem

Damian
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 I will back Boris

 Record investment in

Johnson’s withdrawal
agreement to take us out of
the EU. We
W need to get
Brexit done and move on.

our NHS, keep A&E
services at the William
Harvey,
y train more GPs
locally,
y improve mental
health support.
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 450 increase in Kent

2
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Police numbers by
March 2020 (plus a further
147 by March 2021). Five
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Band of The Brigade of Gurkhas Concert
The Band of the Brigade of
Gurkhas gave a spectacular
performance at All Saints Church
Lydd on Saturday 16th November.
The Concert was hosted by Lydd
Town Council and had been in the
planning stages since January.

We were most honoured to be
joined by The Lord Warden of the
Cinque Ports, Admiral of the Fleet,
Baron Boyce KG, GCB, OBE, KstJ,
DL who opened the concert at 7pm.
The band was ﬁrst raised in 1859 as
part of an Indian Army Gurkha
Regiment called the Sirmoor Riﬂe
Regiment but when India was
partitioned in 1947 and the 2nd
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Gurkha Regiment
chose to afﬁliate
with Britain the
band members all
stayed in India. In
1949 sanction
was given to raise
the Band again
and 56 recruits
were given musical instruction. In
May 1951 Captain JPC Bailey MBE
was appointed as the ﬁrst Director
of Music. From that day forward
they have delighted crowds with
their fast and slick marching
displays, lively concert music, ethnic
Nepali folk tunes and
colourful
traditional dances.
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The band has travelled extensively
throughout the world. Australia,
Brunei, Canada, South Korea and
Malaya were visited in the 70’s and
more recently the Solomon Islands,
Falkland Islands, France, Canada,
Korea, Germany, Cyprus, Belgium
and Australia. Today, musicians are
recruited into the Band after their
basic military training. Initial music
instruction then commences, ﬁrst
under the supervision of the Director
of Music then after approximately
four years at the Royal Military
School of Music, Kneller Hall in
London.
Operational tours
include
Op
Palatine (Bosnia)
in 2000 –1
and Op Fingal
(Afghanistan) in
2002.
More recently the
Band has toured
Nepal, Germany,

the 46th International Pilgrimage to
Lourdes, QBPs at the Ambassador’s
residences in Luxembourg, Brussels
and Dusseldorf, the 23rd NATO
Festival of Music, service at the

Battle of Somme memorial, Thiepval
France, the Nijmegen Marches,
Berlin, Nice, the USA for the
International Military Tattoo,
Cyprus, India and for the second
time in Lydd!
Photos courtesy of Thomas Alexander

Keeping

Latest news from the
at Christmas Marsh Rotary Club…
Dennis Wimble gave a talk,
sharing childhood memories and
experiences living on the Marsh and
explaining the changes that have
taken place in his lifetime. He also
explained about sheep farming, both
prior to and after the development of
new technology. It was a fascinating
account of farming on the Marsh
today.

by Andrew South

The Marsh’s most important
charity tackling loneliness and
isolation in the area is opening
its doors to give people the
chance to see what they do,
and how they can help
individuals who ﬁnd themselves
disconnected from the outside
world.
Caring Altogether on Romney
Marsh (CARM) will welcome
visitors to its ofﬁce at the Appledore
Christian Centre in The Street (TN26
2AE) from 10am to 3pm on
Wednesday, December 11th.
Festive music, mince pies, teas and
coffees will be available throughout
the day, as well as a chance to win
a great prize in the rafﬂe.
“This will be a great opportunity to
come along to ﬁnd out more about
our work, and how we could
possibly help a friend or family
member who may ﬁnd themselves
isolated, particularly at this time of
year,” said Administration &
Finance Ofﬁcer, Sharon Harrison.
“Age UK estimates that there are
1.2m people in the country who
they describe as ‘chronically lonely’
– and half-a-million who on
average don’t see or speak to
anyone for ﬁve or six days a week.”
CARM aims to tackle that isolation
in our rural, and sometimes remote,
areas by providing a range of
services including befriending,
reminiscence and meeting point
get-togethers.
As well as the Open Day, the
charity has launched its ’12 Days of
Giving’ during December, to help
raise awareness of their work. One
way to support CARM is to look
down the back of the sofa for any
old £1 coins, £5 or £10 notes
which they can still make use of –
look for their collection boxes or
pop into the Appledore ofﬁce.
Other days will include leaﬂet
delivery to neighbours, and

encouraging volunteering and giving.
The charity relies entirely on its
volunteer resource, so the Open
Day is an ideal way to have a chat
with the team to ﬁnd out how you
can help.
CARM is also delighted to
announce that it has been the
recipient of two major awards
recently. It won the ‘Top Club &
Society Volunteer Team’ in the
Ashford & Folkestone section of the
Kent Volunteering Awards, but also
scooped the top county-wide
Award in the same category – an
amazing result for an amazing
charity.
The CARM team is also calling
upon the Marsh community to back
them in a bid to win £1,000 on offer
from Ecclesiastical Insurance. The
ﬁnancial services company is also
running a ’12 Days of Giving’
scheme from tomorrow, December
5th to the 20th, donating £1,000 to
ten charities on each of the
12 days to a total of £120,000
across the country. Just visit:
www.ecclesiastical.com/12days,
and enter CARM’s charity number
details: 1067189.
And don’t forget they are the main
charity being supported by the
Marsh Choir’s concert at All Saint’s
Church in Lydd on December 14th,
as featured on pages 30-31.
For all information on CARM,
check
their
website:
www.carmromneymarsh.org.uk or
check their Facebook page for
regular updates.

The CARM team is presented with Kent's Overall Club
& Society Volunteer Team of the Year

One of our guest speakers was David
Brocklehurst M.B.E from the Kent
Battle of Britain Museum who gave a
comprehensive overview of the
museum in Hawkinge, it's history,
exhibits and future plans. He also
provided a detailed talk about WWII
RAF pilots and crash sites on the
Marsh with accompanying slides.
After his talk, David opened the ﬂoor
to any questions which ﬂooded in!
Thank you to David and to all Rotary
members who attended from the
surrounding Cinque Port Clubs for
their support.
Club members and other Cinque Port
Rotarians including guests had a dry
day for a visit to the Kent Battle of
Britain Museum in Hawkinge. After
enjoying a light lunch and snacks in
the newly refurbished cafe, members
were free to explore the one hundred
thousand exhibits. The Museum’s
volunteers were on hand to provide
further information, help and
assistance when required. The day
ended with a leisurely browse for
gifts and memorabilia in the
Museum’s shop.

One of this year’s charities chosen by
the Romney Marsh Rotarians is Litter
Picking Watch Romney Marsh. The
club has provided ﬁnancial support
to the group to help them with litter
picking on the Marsh, and their
efforts to ensure that we keep a
cleaner and safer environment for
both people and wildlife and
encourage the young and visiting
public to dispose of their litter
correctly.
We were pleased to host an excellent
dinner and honoured to welcome a
number of distinguished guests to
listen to a talk by Andriy Marchenko
Minister-Counsellor for the Ukraine
Embassy. Guests included David
Lister (District Assistant Governor),
Paul and Janet Thomas (Mayor and
Mayoress of New Romney), Rotarians
from local clubs and guests
representing some of the many
charities we support. Andriy gave a
passionate, thought provoking and
informative overview of the difﬁcult
times endured by the Ukraine under
the rule of Joseph Stalin which, during
this period, resulted in the death of
more than seven million Ukrainians in
what became known as the
Holodomor, or, murder by hunger.
So what do I do if I want to join?
New members are always welcome,
please email
info@romneymarshrotary.co.uk or
check out our website www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk.

Funding available to plant trees

National Tree Week

23 November – 1 December
National Tree
Week, is the UK's
largest annual
tree celebration,
marking the start
of the winter tree
planting season.
Kent Community
Foundation
is
promoting the
Phillips
Fund
which supports
projects in Kent
and Medway,
that aim to
protect, conserve
and enhance the use and character
of the rural landscape and its
communities through activities
including; planting of trees and
hedging,
regeneration
of
hedgerows or village ponds,

creation of wildﬂower meadows or
native woodlands and the
restoration of local habitats.
To apply for a grant of between
£250 and £2,000, visit
www.kentcf.org.uk/funding
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My Eurostar Cab Ride

TRAIN TALES – by the late Ron Leach
It was a ‘family arranged’ 80th
birthday present for me in 2004
for a one-off experience of a cab
ride through the Channel Tunnel.
I went to Ashford International
station in time to get to Waterloo
for the 10.39 Eurostar to Paris.
After passing through passport
and security checks at Waterloo,
I had time for free coffee and
biscuits in the VIP lounge.
My instructions were to walk to the front
of the train and make myself known to
the driver and I just had time to take
some photos with my new digital
camera. The train was number 3213
and I was shortly joined by the driver
and the required traction inspector if
visitors were carried in the cab. This was
a bonus point for me as he was able to
explain the operations (without

distracting the driver) of the many
trackside and visual displays on the cab
monitors. The other numerous buttons,
switches, levers and assorted displays
gave me the impression of an electronic
synthesizer with the ‘dead man’s handle’
foot treadle for the bass drum! This has to
be rocked at regular intervals otherwise
the train will be brought to a stop.
As soon as we were given the all clear
to move by radio, visual cab display
and the train manager, dead on time we
were off. Pulling away with 600 tons
behind us was faster than my old car!
There was only one comfortable seat in
the cab and the driver occupied it. There
was also a tip-down seat on the righthand side but there was restricted
forward view due to the restricted size
of the windscreens and the two giant
wipers. Speed wasn’t increased to more

than 90 mph over the many crossings
and curves in the suburbs.
One double yellow signal was sighted
ahead but this cleared to green before
any action was required by the driver.
Just before joining the new section of the
phase 1 high-speed line at Fawkham
Junction, the power from the third rail
750 volts was changed to the overhead
pantograph for 25 kilovolts. In the cab,
the speedometer changed from mph to
kph and signal aspects to continental so
there were no more colour lights.
The ride quality improved and the speed
pushed up to 140 mph as we ran down
the incline to the new Medway Bridge
alongside the M2. It was virtually
impossible to focus my eyes on anything
at close range but managed to make out
a couple of well known landmarks. The
Leeds Castle cutting and the approach

to the short tunnel at Ashford and then
up and over the viaduct alongside the
old railway works. Then past Mersham
Bridge, Sandling Park and over the
Saltwood tunnel and then the long run
down the hill to the Channel Tunnel
entrance.
There was nothing to tell my brain how
fast we were moving in the tunnel,
except for the occasional green exit
lights at the cross passage ways and
crossovers. I could see the rail ahead in
the headlights but there were no
sleepers. By the time we reached the
end of the tunnel we put on a bit more
speed and at one point, the speedo
climbed to 300 kph (180 mph). We
were now travelling through the hills and
humps of Northern France and at times,
we were coasting without drawing any
power.
On arrival at Paris Nord, we came to a
smooth stop, gathered my belongings
together and had to have a little help
from our driver to descend to the very
low platform without any steps. I had
three hours in Paris before the return trip
to Ashford so after getting a snack at the
nearest café, I did some sightseeing
including a short trip on the Paris Metro.
It started to rain so back to the station to
watch the incoming trains, one Swiss
and two Italian electrics.
By now it was nearing my check-in time
for the 18.16 return Eurostar to Ashford
so another visit to the VIP lounge for
coffee and biscuits. The return trip was
as a normal passenger in coach 14 and
was not quite as interesting, but certainly
more comfortable and not so noisy as in
the cab. There was constant rain on the
return and it was now dark so there
wasn’t much to see on the way. We
arrived in Ashford on time and collected
my car from the car park. In all, a
fantastic day and a never to be
forgotten experience of a lifetime.
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Make a lantern for the big parade
It will soon be Christmas and the
upcoming third New Romney Lantern
Parade kicks off the festivities on 13
December. The Looker has teamed
up with Teach Me Courses to provide
instructions for three lanterns for
those of you who would like to take
part and make your own special
lantern for the festivities.

electric tea light to put inside! DO NOT
USE CANDLES OR TEA LIGHTS WITH A
NAKED FLAME!

Lantern 2
Use a soft drinks bottle (lemonade or
cola etc.). Cut the bottle in half
horizontally. Cut a circle of card to
make the roof of the lantern. Put
tissue paper, cellophane or stickers
on the inside of the bottle. Tape
across the bottom of the bottle with
some electrical or masking tape to
form a cross. Put the tea light inside
and stick it to the tape. Make sure you
can see the switch so that you can
switch it on. Cut a hole in the
cardboard in the centre and then
wrap around the bottle top. Secure
with tape. Tie some ribbon around
the bottle top and put the lid back on.
Decorate the cardboard with stickers
or glitter. DO NOT USE CANDLES OR
TEA LIGHTS WITH A NAKED FLAME!

Lantern3
Use a juice carton (the long ones from
the supermarket) wash it out and let
it dry. Draw rectangles on each side
of the carton. On one side of the

Lantern 1
Visit the Looker website and
download the printed template for
the lantern and follow the
instructions on where to fold the
paper or card to make your lantern. If
you want a bigger lantern you can
enlarge the template and cut and join
the pieces together. Don’t forget to
cut out the centre windows and put
either tissue paper or coloured
cellophane in to let the light out. You
can also cut some shapes from card
and stick them on….maybe Santa or a
snowman. You will also need an

Milk carton lantern

Coke bole lantern

carton you will need to make a door.
Cut out three sides of the carton and
on the fourth side, cut a door – so
don’t cut all of the rectangle out, only
cut on three sides. You can still cut
out a panel in the door or you can
leave it solid. Stick cellophane or
tissue paper over the openings to
make windows, you can decorate
these with card to make other
shapes. Decorate the outside of the
carton with coloured paper, glitter or
tinsel. Glue on a handle or cut some
holes into the carton and feed

through some ribbon. DO NOT USE
CANDLES OR TEA LIGHTS WITH A
NAKED FLAME!
We hope you have a fantastic time at
the Lantern Parade as a great
forerunner to Christmas.

Lantern template

Wednesday 4th December 2019

Page 29

A year in the life of the ﬂoc
A packed All Saint's Church for the Summer Concert

by Andre
Andrew
r w South

It is exactly 12 months since singersongwriter Carly Bryant visited Looker
Towers to reveal her plans to launch a
series of new choirs around the Marsh.
Many will recall the amazing evening
in July at All Saint’s Church when she
led her ﬂock through a repertoire of
classic and contemporary rock and
pop songs. We reconvened at the
scene of that triumph to look back over
the last extraordinary year and what
might lie ahead for the Marsh Choirs.
“I couldn’t be sure how it was going to
go and initially, I wanted about ten or a
dozen singers in each Choir which was
enough to work with,” she told me of the
groups she had earmarked for
Appledore, Lydd, Dymchurch and St.
Mary’s Bay. “I had no idea how many
people would turn up at the ﬁrst practice
at St. Mary’s Bay as we had put out
some ﬂyers and just hoped. But 39
people turned up that night and the
same thing happened the following
day. I’d had four e-mails from
Appledore, so I only expected a
handful, but 45 new singers arrived!
And they all signed up for the ﬁrst term!”
And so it went on. Carly had tapped
into a desire for people to take
themselves out of their comfort zone, try
something new and meet others from
their community. “The idea had come to
me in the October, and I knew it was
what I wanted to do – to work with
people with little or no experience of
singing and bring them together.”
But what sets the Marsh Choirs aside
from others was that it was very much
about us, here on the Marsh, the Marsh
Community, sheep, songs, churches –
Carly had managed to corale the spirit
of the Marsh in one very simple
concept. And that simple idea has had
an extraordinary impact on its members
who gather for an hour a week, and for
many, this is their highlight. They have
broken personal barriers and achieved
something that many of them would not
have dreamt of a year ago. Their bond
has taken them beyond friendship – it
has evolved into a fellowship before
Carly’s eyes.

A proud Flock Boss at the Summer Concert
Page 30
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“I feel like I know each of them and their
stories
i so wellll – at a session
i recently
l
there were three ladies who were all
experiencing similar issues caring for
family members, although I don’t think
each of them knew about the others.
Some feel guilty about being happy at
a time when they are dealing with
difﬁcult situations – and I have been
there myself – so I feel privileged that I
can help them for a while. They actually
inspire me..!”
Carly is certainly a genuinely caring
person and is unaffectedly emotional
about her ﬂock – it is a much parodied
cliché, but she will sincerely feel her
singers’ pain. For the hour that the choirs
come together, she is able to imbue a
sense of empathy and takes
responsibility for her charges very
personally on her shoulders.
With that strength of purpose in mind
she was asked if she would be interested
in launching a choir for those with
special needs in Lydd, which she duly
did in the summer creating a special
needs group (SiNG) and in a reﬂection
of her experience with the other groups,
membership has rocketed to 30.
At the same time and due to demand,
she launched a choir in Hythe which
now numbers 78.
“Before the summer concert, I was quite
calm,” she says. “I was aware that
inevitably many of the ﬂock had never
sung in public before, let alone in front
of such a large crowd. But I told them
that I will take their nerves from them –
and give them back afterwards!
“I have studied ﬁlm of many choirs as
part of ensuring I get it right, and I can
honestly say that none of those I have
seen have seemed as completely
happy throughout their performance –
they were positively beaming!”
It certainly was an extraordinary
evening and the people of Lydd and
around can gather once again at All
Saint’s Church on the evening of
Saturday, December 14th for the Marsh
Choir’s Winter Concert. The event will
again be free but bring your pounds in
aid of Caring Altogether on Romney
Marsh (CARM) and Ovarian Cancer

What they say…

ck that rocks
Action, with wine, beer, mulled wine
and soft drinks available from 6pm. A
percentage will also be donated to the
church itself.
“It will be another amazing evening of
great songs, some from the past such as
Queen and Elvis, but also some more
contemporary material. And yes, I can
promise a few surprises for the
audience! We have some new soloists
and they have done so well that we’ve
advanced from two-part harmonies to
three-part – I’m so excited about it!”
And Carly let slip her special secret
about how she goes about choosing
which songs to practise with the Choirs.
“If I wake up in the morning having

dreamt of a particular song and how to
do it, then I start working on it – if I
haven’t dreamt it, we don’t do it!”
So what were we able to tease out of
her about plans for 2020? “Well,
needless to say I am thinking big! I am
also launching a new Rye Group in
January for which there will be a free
taster session at 7pm on December 19th
at the Brewery Yard Club, with drinks.”
Other than that, I think it’s fair to say
‘watch this space’ as the Flock Boss
clearly has some very exciting ideas for
2020. Further information about the
Marsh Choir can be found at
www.marshchoir.com or on the Marsh
Choir Facebook page.

I wanted to ﬁnd out what some of Carly’s ﬂock felt about their involvement in the Marsh Choir
project and what it has meant to them. Here are some of their comments…
“I joined the Lydd Marsh Choir and the summer concert was an amazing thing to be part of.
I have met new friends and I look forward to our weekly class, which is always fun and leaves
you feeling so happy at the end…” Michelle
“I joined the Marsh Choir in September – something I never thought I would do, not because I
didn’t want to, but because I did not think I would have the courage to walk through the doors
into a hall full of strangers and start singing! I just got to the point in my life when I needed to do
something for me…after a bit of a tough time this year I decided it was time to bite the bullet – it
was my time! I contacted Carly who put me at ease and said everything would be ﬁne and I
actually walked through that door without knowing a soul! Carly welcomed me with her huge
smile and infectious positive attitude and I paid for a full term up front….It was so uplifting,
refreshing and I was amazed at how eash it was to slot in and join in. Carly is amazing. She has
so much passion and energy for what she does that it could not fail to spill onto her ﬂock – I have
now been going for six weeks and am so looking forward to taking part in the December
concert!” Vicky
“Having been a member of the Marsh Choir since January, I can’t tell you how glad I am that
Carly chose our Marsh to launch her group choirs. She is the most enthusiastic, talented and
smiley choir leader ever. Whatever we do causes her to radiate pride in usand we all just want
to please her! Wednesday and choir is the best day in my week. She has also started SiNG and
Carly is brilliant with this group and they respond to the fun sessions beautifully…She gives out
self esteem in abundance to everyone. The whole choir is supportive of each other and I have
made so many new friends.” Anon
“After a very difﬁcult year with both family and health problems I cannot begin to tell you how
much joining Carly’s choir has helped me through. I have never met anybody so inspiring and
enthusiastic and for that one hour you forget everything else - it works better than any prescribed
medicines! It even indirectly helped my son who was staying with me from Australia for a couple
of weeks.” Anon
My mum told me when I was six that I was tone deaf. Since then every time I open my mouth to
sing, the following thoughts pop into my head: What if I sound horrible? I bet I sound awful. Will
they laugh at me? Do I sound different to them than to me? Do they pity me? Will I let anyone
down? Even though since then I have sung in choirs, embarrassed myself in pantomimes and
now joined Carly and this most fantastic of choirs. At the time my mum delivered her verdict,
I was listening to Leo Sayer’s ‘You Make Me Feel Like Dancing’ with big headphones on and I
didn’t really know the words. I still love that song, but I still feel I shouldn’t be singing in public.
No matter how many times someone tells me that I did ok, I still hear those words and I know
they were delivered with a laugh and no malice, but that makes no difference to the six-year old
inside! But, even with all that bubbling away in my brain, every choir session ﬁlls me with joy.
I feel lighter, happier and connected to the rest of the choir in a way I really struggle to articulate.
That is the miracle of Carly.” Claire
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Oh My Dog!

Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
People say a Dog is for life, not just
for Christmas, this is rubbish!!
In the job that I do, I've met hundreds or owners from all walks of life. I
have of course also met hundreds or dogs of all shapes and sizes. Within
this large group, I come across people who tell me they are dog lovers
and proudly show me their pooch. This is great. It’s fantastic to witness.
However, within this group of dog lovers there is a type of owner who
doesn't have the time for their dog in their busy lives. This means the dog
doesn't get the love, care and attention they deserve to live a happy life.
My company is sometimes looked upon by these owners as the “quick
ﬁx” to these long gaps, whilst the owner is out of the house. In most cases
we can solve this problem, because that's what we do - we help people
with their dogs.
Unfortunately, if a dog is going to be left on their own all day, many days
of the week, then getting a dog is a really bad idea, no matter how much
you love dogs, no matter how much you want a dog. If I could stop
people before they make the decision to bring a new doggy into the
house and look them in the eye and ask them “do you have enough
time?”, then maybe, just maybe, I could prevent distress for that dog and
let's not forget, stress for the owner too.
You know it is simply not enough to think you are being a good person,
an animal lover, by bringing an animal that requires constant attention
into your home if you are not going to have the time. If you hesitate, if
you think it will “be OK”….it won’t, you know. So think long and hard
before you do this. Taking a dog because you feel sorry for them, but can’t
deliver the care they need, is bad and you don’t want to be doing that, at
all.

NEW Tyres

FREE
FITTING

FREE
BALANCING
www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

Budgeting Tips

Am I a miserable old Christmas sod for telling you this? Maybe. Am I right
in wanting to raise this really important issue to protect the happiness and
well-being of all dogs, hell yes!
No matter what time of year, be it Christmas, a child’s birthday or anything
else, please always consider whether you and your life can ﬁt around a
dog’s needs. It is never the other way around, please don’t let yourself
down with this. I have seen several owners heartbroken because they
have had to let a dog be rehomed because they have eventually realized,
they don’t have enough time for them.

Paws, Claws & More can be contacted on 07572 427449 or
by e-mail: phil@pawsclawsandmorekent.co.uk.
www.pawsclawsandmorekent.co.uk.
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or “making your pennies work harder”

CHRISTMAS. From the beginning of time people have always needed
celebrations, and every culture has it’s own times of celebration. Long before
Christianity, there was a midwinter festival in the northern hemisphere, the
days were short, food and morale was getting low, and a celebration helped
people to keep going until the Spring. Christianity simply took over the
midwinter festival to mark the birth of Jesus. Christmas goes back a long
way. But when did it become an “over the top” consumer circus?
The shops are overﬂowing with Christmas “stuff,” but if you are struggling, don’t
be bullied into spending by all the glitz. Sit down with a coffee, and a pencil and
notebook, and decide which basics you need and how much you can afford to
spend. For presents, set a limit for each one, and stick to it. If you can’t afford much,
explain the situation to your children and family, and I’m sure they will understand,
if you make Christmas day very happy and special. If they are small, and believing
in Santa, the charity shops, are great sources of nearly new toys.
Gradually stock up the pantry, with items for your Christmas meal, and for any
entertaining you are going to do. You don’t need all the fancy manufactured bits.
Call your do “retro” and do a simple menu, sausages on sticks, sandwiches, etc!
Remember the advice about using cash, and leaving your plastic at home. And
decorating your house; do you really need to buy any more deccys? Most people
have a box that they get out year after year. If you need a new tree, the discount
stores do them quite cheaply.
Remind yourself, that happiness at Christmas is not measured in money spent.
Millions of people over the years have enjoyed happy and delightful Christmases,
spending a fraction of the money we spend nowadays. We all like treats at
Christmas, but don’t buy them too soon. If you have been eating boxes of
celebrations for 3 months, having them at Christmas is not a novelty! Finally for
your own long term happiness, try not to get into huge debt. More next time.

New Lydd eaterie at the heart of
the community
by Andrew South
A new café in Lydd has opened its
doors to the community to ﬁll a
much-needed gap in the town, and
its collective tummies.
Kerry Manahan moved to Lydd two
years ago, although she has always been
in the area, and had her heart set on
establishing a catering outlet in the town,
so went about opening Kerry’s Kitchen in
Park Street on the premises of the old
Moon & Stars Café.
“I had seen the openings and closings of
the café and was frustrated that there
didn’t seem to be any continuity or idea
of longevity,” she told me as customers
packed the 24-seat establishment on
another rainy autumnal day. “I wanted to
create something that was going to
become part of the community, where
people could gather for good,
wholesome home-made food. “I could

see that there was a lack of somewhere
for people to meet, and we are already
becoming the regular meeting place for
a number of clubs who book the Café
outside of our normal opening hours.”
So with a quick, clean and welcoming
refurbishment, she was ready for business
which included a take-away menu and
gluten-free and vegetarian options. In the
past, the building had been well used in
the town before it became a café. “I was
keen to preserve the heritage of the
building, so we have pictures from the
Lydd Museum of it as a butcher’s shop –
it is all part of connecting with our
history.”
In just her fourth week, it was clear that
her ambition is already being met. Kerry’s
Kitchen is open from 7am-3pm, Monday
to Saturday, and 8am-2pm on Sundays.
She has been in catering for 20 years, so
is no stranger to the long hours and hard
work the business demands.

“I have run cafés and catering businesses
before, and it is just what you do –
yesterday I started here at 6.30am and
didn’t get home until gone 11pm and
back here again at 8. It’s just what I’m
used to!”

A Christmas Hamper is also currently
being rafﬂed at a £1 a ticket, and the
winner will be drawn on Saturday,
December 21st, also in aid of LYS. Kerry
will be looking for another local charity
to support in the New Year.

As if to emphasise the point, Kerry also
runs an outside catering business,
‘Typically English Events’ based in New
Romney, which presumably helps to
ensure she never actually puts her feet up.
“All our food is home-made with
ingredients from local suppliers - fruit and
vegetables from Savages and
sustainably sourced meats from
Aldington Foods,” she says. “It is really
important for us to keep our business as
local as possible in every way.”

From January, there will be a number of
supper nights to celebrate the usual
calendar of events such as Valentine’s
Day, St. Patrick’s Day and so on, and the
Café is available for hire for any sort of
family or group event.

Needless to say, all the staff are locallybased, including the welcoming Sharon
who Kerry has known for 30 years and
describes as her “right-hand woman”.
As part of its commitment to the
community, Kerry’s Kitchen is keen to
support a local charity, which is currently
the Lydd Youth Set (LYS).
“We are available for evening functions
at which our guests are welcome to bring
their own bottles. We charge £1 corkage
which goes to the charity, so it doesn’t
take long to raise £100.”

Kerry admits to being a bit of a dog-lover
– she has ten of her own (yes, that does
say ten!) - so well-behaved dogs are
welcome. And 12 seats in the garden will
provide useful extra space when better
weather beckons.
“Kerry’s Kitchen is all about consistency
and continuity – I’m in it for the long
haul!” she concluded, and of which we
have no doubt…
A website is currently under
construction but the Kerry’s Kitchen
Facebook page will give you all the
information you need about
forthcoming events, special meals
and latest news – or you can just
telephone: 01797 321052.

Advertise your
business in
THE

LOOKER
We cover Romney Marsh,
Hythe, Sandgate

Sell your services to
thousands of our
readers!
For more information
call Annabel

01797
364837
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The unusual things we ﬁnd...
One question which a lot of people ask me is, what’s the most unusual
thing you’ve found whilst litter picking?
To me this intriguing question very much depends on the word unusual - to
me it’s more of a classiﬁcation. Yes, it’s unusual to ﬁnd a ﬁve, ten or even
twenty pound note lying in the grass verge, which could be classiﬁed as
ﬁnancially proﬁtable or worthwhile for me, but really careless of the person
it belonged to. Coins too, although these could be listed under the ‘I can’t
be bothered to pick that up’ heading.
So things can be more intriguing rather than unusual...like why would you
ﬁnd a toilet brush sticking out of a hedge in the middle of nowhere! Or a
single trainer, a full set of abandoned clothes or a DVLA wheel clamp for
example. I’ve come across condoms, condom wrappers, vibrators in all
shapes, sizes and colours, viagra packaging, underwear, wet wipes,
pregnancy testing kits in gateways and down country lanes. These items
could all be classed as sex related litter.
Broken padlocks, sets of keys, empty wallets and handbags; the forcefully
entered cash box found at the edge of a wood alongside the A20. Who do
these belong to? What did it contain and should I report these possible crime
related items to the already overstretched police, quite possibly years after
the event, judging by the rusty interior.
Workmen’s road signs are a very popular ﬁnd along kerbsides. All of value
you’d expect to whichever contractor they belong. However, it is almost
impossible to reunite them with their owner. Whether it’s KCC, Highways
England, Southern Water, Open Reach they all send you round and round
in circles denying ownership so they continue to lay disowned in the grass
verge before being destroyed by a mower, which is altogether a very
separate story.
The absolute certain items to ﬁnd while out litter-picking are the consumables
such as takeaway packaging, coffee cups, plastic cutlery, beer and wine
glasses all thrown out of passing vehicles into our wonderful countryside.
Into this category could be added bottles of vodka, beer and wine all by
the dozen strewn under hedgerows. I’d classify this type of littering as
ignorant disposals.
Other common roadside ﬁnds are items that have propelled themselves out
of open back trucks and ﬂat-bed trailers which are subsequently whipped
up by turbulent winds. These include empty cement and aggregate bags,
polystyrene, timber, pallet strapping, occasional tools, spirit-levels - all a real
danger to vehicles following behind. This waste I class as unsecured
commercial loads and liable to a hefty ﬁne.
Certainly not unusual, and I’m not quite sure what heading you’d put them
under, are soiled nappies and sanitary towels, which are a regular and
absolutely revolting car-park ﬁnd and usually discarded not far from a litter
bin. Bottles of driver’s tizzy (pee) would come under this same classiﬁcation,
along with bags of human excrement.
A rather concerning ﬁnd which I did take to the police, found in a copse near
Appledore Station, was a ﬁve-foot Samurai sword - had it been used in a
threatening manner or just for display? We will never know, either way why
dispose of this lethal weapon in such an irresponsible way.
As you can see there’s a wide spectrum of unusual items discarded
throughout the countryside which fall into all sorts of categories from strange
to downright revolting. However, every single item of litter has a story of its
own, from the fag-butt to the black bag full of unwanted rubbish, it all
originated from somebody who has carelessly disposed of it. None of it
should be there, it belongs in a litter bin, people need to take responsibility
for their own litter. Discard of it correctly and stop littering and tarnishing the
beautiful countryside and causing harm to wildlife and potentially other
people.
Please stop, think, listen to your conscience (if you have one), if you can’t
see a litter bin then take it home with you, after all it is yours.
Dates for your diary, organised beach cleans Sunday 8th December
supporting RNLI at Littlestone 10am & Sunday 5th January at The Varne
Littlestone supporting RMCP 10-30am.
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G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

Hythe Festival 2020
gets underway with
fundraising concert
by Andrew South

The 2020 Hythe Community Festival
enters our collective consciousness
this weekend with a major concert to
raise funds for the increasingly
popular biennial event.
The Band of the Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment will join forces with
the Military Wives Choir this Saturday
(7th) at St. Leonard’s Church in Hythe
for a very special event. Starting at
7pm with doors opening at 6.30pm,
a suggested donation on entry is £10
– but feel free to pay more if you wish!
The 2020 Hythe Community Festival
takes place from July 3rd-12th and
promises another eclectic mix of art,
entertainment and performances with
something for everybody. Most of the

events will be free hence the need to
raise funds to ensure that the best
possible Festival can be put together.

The Military Wives Choir, Shorncliﬀe

Although planning is well under way,
the event simply couldn’t take place
without its small army of volunteers to
take on a wide range of roles, from
promoting and organising to coordinating individual events or
stewarding – there is a job for
everyone! If you are interested in
helping out, contact the
Festival’s new chairman John
Chapman by e-mail at:
johnchapmanfolk@gmail.com.
For further information about
Saturday’s concert, call 01303
263173. All information about
next year’s Hythe Festival can be
The Band of the Princes of Wales's Regiment found at: www.hythefestival.co.uk.

New local app and online crime
reporting scheme launched
by Kim Gandy
A new joint initiative was recently
launched at an event in New Romney,
attended by local councillors and other
interested parties. The scheme was
unveiled by representatives of the Fifth
Continent Romney Marsh Landscape
Partnership, Kent Police and the
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.
At the heart of this project is the Country
Eye app, which is now available to
download on smartphones and is
intended for the reporting of crimes and
other activities around the Marsh area.
The initiative centres around Country Eye,
an app designed for use on smartphone
devices, which gives local residents the
opportunity to report suspicious activities
without having to call the police, unless of
course, there is an emergency.
The app makes provisions for reporting on
heritage crime, animal and wildlife crime,
theft, farm crime, vandalism and ﬂy
tipping, and other incidents to Kent Fire &
Rescue.
The idea is that photographs can be taken
on the smartphone and the information
submitted via GPS, which will then be
forwarded to the appropriate authorities
for action. Participants in the scheme can
also view recent submissions for updates
on, for example, stolen items previously
reported, or even found, or recurring
incidents.
The app also sends regular alerts and
incidents, via the Romney Marsh Lookers
Group, once you are signed up.

Don’t ignore it, share it!
Colin Maguire, of the Kent Police Frontier
Engagement Team told the gathering:
“We urge people NOT to take direct
action if they see a crime in progress and
NOT to put themselves in danger. Don’t
confront anybody acting suspiciously and
only take pictures if it’s safe to do so. If the
crime is ongoing, you can contact 101 or
in an emergency dial 999 in the usual
way.”
Also at the meeting was David Evans,
Chairman of the Romney Marsh
Neighbourhood Watch Association,
which is working in conjunction with the
scheme. He added: “Neighbourhood
Watch is a supportive association for the
police. We feed back information about
what is going on locally. If anyone wishes
to join Neighbourhood Watch please
contact our liaison ofﬁcer Andy Judd,
Ashford Police Station 01233 896151.”
Other bodies involved in the project
include Historic England, Kent Fire &
Rescue Service, National Farmers’ Union,
Kent Association of Local Councils and
CRAG – Crime Rural Advisory Group.
To report a non-urgent crime, incident or
non-injury
collision
go
to
www.kent.police.uk/report You will
receive a conﬁrmation email and
reference
number
immediately.
Alternatively, you can call 0800 555 111
and remain anonymous. Follow
@kentpolicerural on Twitter. The Country
Eye app can be downloaded from the
www.countryeye.co.uk website.
All information will be handled sensitively.
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL
LYDD TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
looking for a ﬁrst team manager
Liam Smith has decided to step down
from his role as Lydd Town manager.
He said, “It is with a heavy heart that
I have decided to resign from my posion as Lydd Town First Team
Manager. The club has been a part of my family for over 35 years and
I haven’t come to this decision lightly. I want to thank the enrety of the
club and every single player who has ever played for me and every fan who
has given up their me up to watch my team. For now, I need a break from
managing/coaching to recharge the baeries. “From playing for the thirds
and reserves, making my ﬁrst team debut at 15, where I scored and got sent
oﬀ, right the way through to coaching, to assistant manager to manager of
the ﬁrst team, it’s been one hell of a journey”. Liam will remain in charge
unl a new management team is found.

Lydd Town 2  Lewisham Borough 5
The Lydders are going through a bad spell at the moment, having lost their
last four league games and are 15th in the table. They started well against
Lewisham Borough and were two up inside 15 minutes with goals from
James Evere and Bradley Baker. Then however Ijah CurrieWilson scored
three for the visitors before halfme and need two more in the second
half to complete a personal best of ﬁve goals and victory for Lewisham.

Tudor Sports 3  New Romney 0
Sadly another defeat for New Romney and they drop to 12th in the County
League.

Guru Nanak 6  Lydd Town Res 1
Tom Morgans scored Lydd’s solitary goal in this heavy league defeat.

New Romney Res 2  Lokomov Canterbury 3
Despite goals for New Romney from James Walton and Harry Hodgson,
the visitors just edged it in this league match.

New Romney Veterans 1  Anchorians Veterans 2
In only their second game of the season, New Romney narrowly lost at
home and are sll to gain a point. Gary Maker scored the New Romney goal.

New Romney 0  K Sports Res 1
New Romney managed to hold the visitors unl a goal in the 75th minute
le the Marsh side winless again.

Lydd Town Res 4  Hollands & Blair Res 2
Three valuable league points for Lydd’s second string with Tom Morgans
ge ng a couple of the goals. Ryan Easter and Niall Gordon also scored the
home side.

Woodnesborough 3  New Romney Res 1
Although New Romney took the lead in the 20th minute with a goal from
Pete Carey, the home side equalised shortly aerwards. Two more goals in
the second half sealed their victory.

King’s Hill Veterans 2  Lydd & Marsh Veterans 1
A goal from John Longley couldn’t prevent the Marsh side from losing this
league match.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 5th December

Monday 9th December

Lydd Meeng Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.

Craers & Kniers, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10a.m.

Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10.15 a.m.

Dymchurch Meeng Point, Methodist
Church, 10 a.m.

Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 7.30 p.m.

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30 a.m.

Friday 6th December

Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15  3.45 p.m.

Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate, St Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
St. Mary's Bay Art Group, Village Hall, 1  4 p.m.
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2  4 p.m.
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6 p.m.
(710 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.30  7.30 p.m.
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30 p.m. (1115 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Karaoke, Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh, 8.45p.m.
Marsh Ink Writers Group, St. Mary's Bay Village
Hall, Jeﬀerstone Lane, Contact: Mary Leadbeer
on 07714 064293

New Romney 65 Club, Presco House,
Rolfe Lane, 2 p.m.

Saturday 7th December

The Games Club, Heysham Hall, Lyddon
Sea, 2  4 p.m. (Come and play games from
cards to board games with tea/coﬀee and
biscuits)

Coﬀee Morning, Methodist Church Hall,
New Romney, 10 a.m.
Christmas Market, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 10 a.m.
Christmas Cra Fayre, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10 a.m.  2 p.m.

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30 p.m.
Brenze WI Christmas Party, Brookland
Village Hall, 7 p.m.
Greatstone WI Christmas Party, St. Peter’s
Hall, Greatstone, 7 p.m.

Tuesday 10th December
Coﬀee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, LyddonSea, 10 a.m.
Greatstone Meeng Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10 a.m.
Exercise/Movement to Music, St. Mary's
Bay Village Hall, 10.15 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.

Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney, 5.30
p.m.  7 p.m.
Dropin Centre, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 6.30 p.m. (16 years+)

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 2.30 p.m.
Country Mice Needle Cra Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Friday 13th December
New Romney Late Night Shopping &
Lantern Parade, 5 p.m.
Christmas Party with live music, Shepherd &
Crook, Burmarsh, 8.45 p.m.

Saturday 14th December
Christmas Fair, St. MaryintheMarsh
Church, 10 a.m.  12 noon
Children’s Christmas Party, Ivychurch
Village Hall, 4 p.m.
Marsh Choir Concert, All Saints’ Church,
Lydd, 7 p.m.
Haywardians Christmas Concert, St. Mary
intheMarsh Church, 7.30 p.m.

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
(* By appointment only)
Thursdays: Footcare* 9 a.m.  4 p.m. Tai Chi
9.30  10.45a.m. Seated Tai Chi 11  12noon.
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month:
Hearbase Clinic 9 a.m.  5 p.m.
Fridays: Hearing Aid baery service 9  11
a.m. ICT Rehab Clinic 9 a.m.  4 p.m.
Mondays: Ultrasound Clinic* 9 a.m.
onwards. Tone Up & Tighten Up 9  10 a.m.
Footcare Clinic 9 a.m.  4 p.m. Dover
Counselling Service* 9 a.m.  4 p.m. NHS
Weight Management* 1.30 3 p.m.

Christmas Country Market, Newchurch
Church, 10.30 a.m.  12.30 p.m.

New Romney Cra Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Romney Marsh Walking Society, Wye car
park, 11 a.m. (3.5 miles)

1st Monday of month: Hearing Aid Clinic*
9  11 a.m.

Wednesday 11th December

Greatstone Singers Christmas Show,
Newchurch Village Hall, 2 p.m.

St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30 a.m.  1 p.m.

Tuesdays: Hearing Aid Baery Service 9 
11 a.m. NHS Health Walk 10 a.m. NHS
Lifestyle Advisors 11 a.m.  1 p.m. Stop
Smoking Clinic* 12.30  4.30 p.m.

Sunday 8th December

Middlemarsh WI Carol Service, St. Mary’s
Bay Church, 10.30 a.m.

Winter Wildlife Fayre, RSPB, Dungeness,
11 a.m.  4 p.m.

Purly Girlies for Kniers, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2 p.m.

Star Service, St. Nicholas Church, New
Romney, 5 p.m.

Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,
LyddonSea, 2  4 p.m.

3rd Tuesday of month: Hearing Aid Clinic*
9  11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Dover Counselling Service* 9
a.m.  4 p.m. Tone Up & Tighten Up 9.30 
10.30 a.m. Seated Exercise Class 11 a.m. 
12 noon. Pilates 4.15  5.15 p.m.

Lydd in Lights 2019– light up Lydd and win a prize!
Lydd in Lights competition will be sponsored by Lydd Town Council for the seventh year running and each year more residents compete
to put up the most dazzling displays in the Parish.
Judging this year will take place on 9th December when Councillor Clive Goddard, Cllrs Bob and Mrs Jean Jones will tour the Town and Coast to view
the displays of Christmas lights on the properties in the Parish so please put up your decorations early to be in with a chance of winning a prize.
Cllr. Goddard said “Lydd in Lights is getting bigger and better each year and I am delighted that this competition brings so much pleasure to the residents
of the Parish. It is a competition that is enjoyed not only by those who participate by putting up their Christmas outdoor lights and decorations but by the
residents who enjoy seeing the displays become more impressive each year and brightening up the roads during December.
Lydd in Lights also supports our local businesses who we go to for the winners prizes.”
The prizes will be gift vouchers to spend locally and the winners will receive a letter through their door inviting them to attend
a special presentation evening at the Guildhall in Lydd on Monday 16th December to receive their prizes.
Lydd Town Council hopes that everyone will put in as much effort and enthusiasm as last year as the wonderful displays lit up the Parish
and delighted residents and visitors.
This year the lucky winners will be awarded vouchers to spend locally with the ﬁrst prize being a £50 voucher to spend in time for Christmas.
Wednesday 4th December 2019
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MARSH MEMORIES
Mayors of Lydd and New Romney since 1940
Lydd
1940  1960

‘Tim’ Paine

1961  1963

Bere Prior

1964  1966

Doris Miell

Doris Miell

1974

Doris Miell

1975  1980

Denis Prior

1981  1983

Ken Foster

1984  1986

George Wood

1987

Ken Foster

1988  1994

Fred WoodBrignall

1995

Peter HuxleyWilliams

1996  1998

Chris Albrow

1999

Barbara Walsh

2000 & 2001

Marie Masters

2002 & 2003

Trevor Allen

2004  2006

Chris Albrow

2007 & 2008

Vicki Dawson

2009
2010

‘Bey’ Wells

New Romney
1940  1944

Charlie Cavey

1945  1954

‘Jackie’ Wiles

1955  1958

Norman Grubb

1959  1961

‘Bill’ Smith

1962 & 1963

Elam Ellis

David Kersey

1964 & 1965

Albert Kinghorn

Rochelle Saunders

1966  1968

Peter Mahews

2011 & 2012

Graham Snell

1969  1972

Claude Poll

2013  2015

Tom Dawes

1973 & 1974

Fred Raymond

2016  2018

Bob Jones

1975 & 1966

Norman Grubb

2019

Graham Snell

1977  1979

‘Bey’ Wells

1980

7 Harry Whing

1967  1970

Harry Whing

1971  1973

Alan Burrage

Norman Grubb

Richard Collins

1981  1983

Arthur Egan

1984  1987

‘Ted’ Carey

1988  1991

Richard Collins

1992 & 1993

‘Steve’ Alderton

1994  1996

‘Ted’ Carey

1997 & 1998

Gerald Ellse

1999 & 2000

Carole Waters

2001  2003

Barbara Palmer

2004 & 2005

Pat Waddell

2006 & 2007

Clive Wire

2008  2010

Alan Snoad

2011  2014

Roger Joynes

2015 & 2016

Pat Rolfe

2017 & 2018

Peter Coe

2019

Paul Thomas

Norman Grubb & ‘Tim’ Paine
George Wood

‘Ted’ Carey
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CHURCHES CORNER ROUNDUP
Food Banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from
5.307pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from
6.307.30pm. If you have problems feeding your family,
you can obtain the necessary vouchers from the
Community church on 01797 366855 or Rev Chris in
Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the me, and they have a
list of immediate necessies including dried long grain
rice, breakfast cereal, noodles, coﬀee, pasta, nned
fruit, custard, and nned sponge pudding. Small
packets of LL milk and juice, sugar or ns of beans are
welcome, for single people. Many church have
collecons points, and all nned and packet food, well
in date, is welcome, but at the moment, they DO NOT
need nned beans or soup, teabags and vegs and
pulses.

Brookland, St Augusne.
Village Hall market. Village Hall Market. The next one
will be held on Saturday, December 7, 10amnoon.
Usual wide variety of stalls, with delicious refreshment.
Help is needed to put the tables away aerwards, if
anyone is willing to help. It is only half hour.
The Deanery Evensong also takes place on Sunday,
December 8th at 6.30pm. Everyone invited from all
over the Deanery.

Burmarsh, All Saints.

subject. As this is the day of the General elecon, it
may be a good to check if it is going ahead as normal.
Christmas Cra market by Marsh Makers in the church
hall on Saturday, December 7, from 10am2pm. Many
homemade items for sale, including kni ng, crochet,
sewing, shell and beach cra, cards, glass art, wood
turning, baking, cakes and savouries, and preserves,
both tradional and chlli based. Come along, enjoy the
fesve atmosphere, and perhaps have a look for some
unique Christmas presents.
There will not be a cra market in January and
February, and will restart again, on Saturday,
March 7th.
The Greatstone Senior singers Christmas show will be
on Saturday, December 7, in Newchurch Village Hall,
from 24pm. Doors open at 1.30pm. Tickets are £6
each, to include refreshments.

Ivychurch St George.
The Annual Carol Service, accompanied by the
Canterbury City Brass Band, takes place on Sunday
December 8 at 3.30pm. All welcome to come and
support the church and community. Followed by mince
pies and mulled wine.
The Annual Children’s Christmas party will take place
December 14th, from 46pm. No charge, but numbers
would be appreciated by the organisers, ring Margaret
on 01797 344283 or email, mlwaite@hotmail.co.uk

Meeng Point at the Shepherd and Crook, is a meal
this month, and there will not be a meeng in January,
but recommence on February 19th.

General Elecon. On December 12th the church will
be used as a polling staon. The interior of the church
has been decorated with a grant from Romney Marsh
Historic churches Trust.

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul.

Chrisngle Making. From 4.155.30pm Chrisngle will
be made in the Village Hall, in readiness for the Annual
Service of Lessons and Carols with Chrisngle.

Thanks are given to all those who helped recently at
fund raising events. Aer expenses, the Christmas Fair
raised £398 towards the new heang system.
A noce giving the details of the proposed beneﬁce re
organisaon has been displayed near the main door. If
you would like to comment on the proposals, the
closing date is December 19, for representaons to be
made to the church commissioners.
Thanks are also given to the people who supported the
coﬀee morning in October, in Trion Gardens, £450
was raised for the Rainbow Centre in Folkestone, who
organise the food banks, and winter shelters and other
services for the needy.

RC church, St Monica’s.
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm, Thursday morning mass
at 10am, Vigil, the evening before Holy Days of
Obligaon, at 7.30pm.

Greatstone, St Peters.
Pebbles Demena Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd and
4th Thursday of each month a demena café takes
place from 10.30amnoon, so the next one will be on
December 12, from 10.30midday. Anyone interested
may come along, carers and those with demena and
memory problems, or anyone with queries on the

Star Service. Sunday, Decembr 8thh at 5pm. St
Nicholas invites all members of the community to
aend a special service for all those who have been
bereaved. There will be an opportunity to place the
name of your loved on a star, and put it on the tree,
while the choir sings.

Romney Marsh Community Church
Food Banks. One of the food banks on the Marsh is
held in the Community Church, on Tuesdays, from 530
7pm. If you are struggling to feed your family, see the
note at the top of the column, help is always available.
The tradional soup and pudding restaurant will be
funconing on Tuesday to Thursday, 3rd5th
December from 12md 2pm, in the church building on
North Street. Everyone is warmly welcomed, and there
are suggested payments for diﬀerent items, and the
proceeds will be given to Tear Fund, to help those in
desperate situaons in various parts of the world . This
has always been a happy and busy occasion, if you have
not been before, why not come along and enjoy tasty
soup and puddings!
Most of the children and youth groups will be winding
down for Christmas soon, aer pares and
celebraons, and the church wishes all their families a
peaceful, res ul and blessed Christmas.

Snargate, St Dunstans.
The annual candlelit carol service will take place on
Sunday, December 15 at 6pm. All invited to this
beauful and moving service.
The next service in the church will be a Holy
Communion on Sunday, December 8 at 9am.

St Mary’s Bay. All Saints.
Tuesday, December 10th, 10.30am. Playgroup Navity.

Lydd, All Saints.

Wednesday, December 11th Middlemarsh WI Carol
Service.

Food bank. There is a food bank in the Hardy Hall on
Fridays, from 6.307.30pm. See note at top of column,
for details.

Sunday, December 15 10.30am. Service of Lessons and
Carols.

The next messy church will be in January, the next one
will be on February 2nd.

St Mary in the Marsh

Lydd Methodist Church.

Saturday, December 14th. 7.30pm. Concert by the
Haywardians, for the Romney Marsh District Scouts.

A Toddler group, Lile Chicks, takes place in the church
hall on Wednesdays in term me from 10am –noon.
Fully registered with qualiﬁed and police checked staﬀ,
and wide range of age appropriate place equipment.
Just drop in if interested.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul.
Saturday, December 7th, Christmas Country market,
with Arts and Cras 10.30am 12.30pm. Lots of
seasonal stalls, with unique gis, for more details ring
01303 311779.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
The next Messy Church will be on Friday, December 6
at the usual me. All Primary school aged children
welcome. There will not be any messy church in
January.

Friday, December 20th. 7.30pm. Service of Lessons
and Carols.
Both these concerts are given by the Haywardians
Choir, which is based at St Mary’s church. They pracce
on Friday evenings at 7.30pm in the church, and new
members are always welcome. If interested just turn
up, or would like to arrange a concert for charity, email
haywardians@vfast.co.uk

Church Chuckle
Puritanism is the haunng fear that someone,
somewhere might be enjoying themselves.

Wit and Wisdom
Fashion Tip. Never wear anything that panics the
cat.
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