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Otterpool Park:
Vibrant garden
community
takes a BIG
step forward

Issue 243 / Wednesday 19th February 2020

by Jan Holben
Earlier this month F&HDC
completed the purchase of the
former Folkestone Racecourse
site, owned by Cozumel Estates
at Otterpool Park, for the sum
of £25 million.
This purchase includes the freehold
of the disused racecourse, several
houses – making a total of around
200 acres, and also includes the
ability to buy up to 440 acres of
neighbouring farmland.
Otterpool Park garden town is an
innovative scheme which comprises
50% green space, up to 10,000
homes and community facilities – to
be delivered over a period of 30
years. The ﬁrst phase will deliver
more than 8,000 new homes
including self and custom built
homes.
The alternative to this progressive
and aspirational plan would mean

Record numbers of migrants
cross the channel
With bad weather being forecast
over the next few weeks, a record
number of migrants have tried to
make the treacherous journey
across the channel. In recent days
a multi-agency response has
meant that over 200 have been
brought to Dover for processing.

Lifeboats, Air-Sea Rescue, Coastguards,
Police and Border Force ofﬁcers have
been working around the clock, with the
fear that a tragedy is imminent, with
overloaded boats with over 30 people
in them crossing the channel. On the 6th
of February, over 100 migrants were
picked up with six incidents on the British
side of the Channel.

The Home Ofﬁce released to The
Looker the following information:
1am: A Border Force vessel stopped
a RHIB (rigid-hulled inﬂatable boat),
which had 32 people, 26 males and
six females who said they were
Iranian and Iraqi.
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intended for existing local people.
Cllr David Monk, Leader of F&HDC
said: “We have worked productively
with Cozumel Estates in an innovate
public/private sector partnership
arrangement and have advanced the
project to a stage where the council will
now take the lead. Otterpool Park is an
exciting opportunity for us to deliver an
exemplar garden town, bringing homes
across a range of tenures, employment
opportunities, leisure facilities, green
spaces and major infrastructure
improvements, together in a new vibrant
community. Our aspiration is to achieve
high levels of sustainability and consider
future ways of living and working in its
design, so that it integrates and beneﬁts
the wider district.”

continued from Page 1
that the Districts housing needs would
not be met, and any development
would be delivered in a reactive way
through
speculative
planning
applications. This would not offer
opportunity for employment growth
across the district and development
would create incremental growth across
all towns and villages – putting added
pressure on existing facilities without
generating enough contributions.
Andy Jarrett, speaking on behalf of
Otterpool Park, said: “This is a site with
fantastic potential and excellent
connectivity; and is an opportunity to
deliver a beautiful garden community
incorporating well designed new
homes. Following a successful
partnership with Cozumel Estates, which
has seen us achieve important
milestones including land assembly and
the submission of the outline planning
application, the council will now
progress the project as the master
developer.”
This project has attracted funding from
the Ministry of Homes, Communities
and Local Government (MHCLG) and
Homes England with MHCLG pledging
£580,000 of funding to this project as
part of an £8m boost to the delivery of
new better designed homed across the
UK. Otterpool Park is one of 21
proposed developments, receiving the
largest sum of the Governments funding.
Otterpool Park will include great
connectivity to green spaces, homes and
ﬂexible working – but is not just about
creating a beautiful place to live. The
intention for this garden town is to create
8,000 jobs, with more than 75% of those

The Looker to get revamped website
From the beginning of March,
The Looker will launch
a brand new interactive
website.
Editor David Wimble said: “This is
the ﬁrst step in our paper moving on
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to the next step of our career. Our
current website was just something
that I knocked up and I didn’t have
a lot of idea about how to build a
website. We have teamed up with
a fantastic local company, to give
us a great new look.”
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As well as the new website, The
Looker has a number of new team
members joining us. The paper
started nearly ten years ago and
has always been very popular on
the Romney Marsh, but six years
ago we included Hythe in our

circulation area
Folkestone as well.

and

now

If you would like to get involved
with The Looker as a reporter or
maybe get involved with our
website editions, contact our
editor: David@thelooker.co.uk

EDITOR’S WORD

Welcome to Issue 243!
So we have survived the best of Storm Denis could
throw at us and before that we had Storm Ciara,
which caught some of us quite unaware.
continued from Page 1
10am: Border Force stopped a RHIB
with 13 men who said they were
Iranian, Pakistani, Afghan and Iraqi.
10.45am: Border Force intercepted
a ﬁfth RHIB with 23 people, 16 men
and seven women. They presented
themselves as Iraqi, Iranian and
Syrian nationals.
The Home ofﬁce said that seven of the
people from the ﬁrst, third and fourth
incidents claimed to be minors and,
subject to age assessment, will be
taken into the care of social services.
The record for the amount of migrants
found on the British side in one day
keeps being broken. It had been 79
in December and on the 5th of
February it rose to 90.
When the Migrants are found they are
usually take to Dover for processing.
With the sharp increase in attempted
crossings, it is not yet known how
many migrants the French authorities
have detained.
British Security Minister Brandon
Lewis said; "We are tackling illegal
migrant crossings on all fronts, right

alongside our French and Belgian
partners. We have extra patrols on
French beaches, drones, specialist
vehicles and detection equipment
which has been deployed to stop
small boats leaving European shores
and we’re supporting security
enhancements and increasing
intelligence sharing in Belgium and
France. And it’s working. The majority
of migrants who attempt this journey
are being stopped and only 25%
have made it to the UK this year,
compared with 48% last year.
Between 20th January and 5th
February, French authorities have
intercepted 216 migrants preventing
10 crossing on land and eight at sea.”
The Home Ofﬁce says that this year,
as a result of its operations, ﬁve
people have been convicted for
human smuggling, receiving a total of
eight years and four months
imprisonment. The proportion of
successful crossing was much lower
last month (25%) than 12 months
before in January 2019 (48%).

The one thing that stood out to me, here at Looker
Towers, was that our sea defences took a massive hit!
The Environmental Agency had spent a lot of time
and resources to replenish the beach at Littlestone,
moving hundreds of tons of shingle to expand the sea
defences by around 20 feet. By Sunday lunchtime,
not only had the whole of the work they had done
been washed away, but most of the original shingle
sea defence bank was eroded right back to
The Greens.
As we see in Hythe, Seabrook and Sandgate,
thousands of tons get moved from one end of the
beach to another, and the next strong tide or a winter
storm, the whole lot gets shifted again.
This is obviously a ‘short-term ﬁx’ but my concern is
what happens when we have two storms close
together like we have had in the past two weeks?
So what are the alternatives? Having seen how other
countries treat their sea defences, I think one idea
would be a rock or boulder breakwater, maybe at
the low water mark. But something that really needs
to be done ASAP is the continued sea wall defences
between Littlestone and Camber. We know natural
England are all for the sea to reclaim the marsh, but
realistically that cannot be allowed to happen. But
unless we sort our sea defences soon, it might
become a reality!
So enough doom and gloom. Please support
The Looker and have a great night out at our ﬁrst
Looker Party Night at St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall on
the 29th February. We now are happy to announce
that we have a live cabaret spot with international
vocalist Peter ‘King of Swing’ Dinsley. So you can
dance or just enjoy the music of over ﬁve decades.
You can get tickets from the Looker ofﬁce by calling
01797-364837 (in advance £5 each or £7 on the
door) or you can pick them up from Beachside Stores
Jefferstone Lane, St. Mary’s Bay. We are really
looking forward to seeing you there.
Happy reading,

David & The Looker team
Wednesday 19th February 2020
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Cllrs Collier and Monk ofﬁcially open the toilets

(F)lush
new toilets
opened in
Folkestone
town centre

we have returned public toilets to the
centre of Folkestone as it’s an
important amenity in a convenient
location.

Phil Sterling

“The local community has asked for
the loos to be brought back into use,
and we have worked hard to deliver
them for the beneﬁt of all.”

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

The facilities were built in 2007 as
part of the shopping centre
development, but the owners decided
to close them following repeated
vandalism.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

Toilets closed to the public for a
number of years have now been
reopened thanks to a £20,000
investment by Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (F&HDC).

Cllr John Collier, F&HDC Cabinet
Member for Property Management
and Grounds Maintenance, added:
“We’ve spent more than a penny to
ensure public toilets are available in
the town centre.

The refurbished facilities at Bouverie
Place in Folkestone town centre were
ofﬁcially unveiled by F&HDC Leader
Cllr David Monk this lunchtime (3
February).
A lease was secured by the council
following discussions with the owners
of Bouverie Place Shopping Centre
about the toilets, which have been
missed by shoppers and those using
the nearby bus station since they were
shut.

“I hope people will respect the
investment that has been made by
keeping the clean and tidy for
everyone to use. If residents see others
treating the facilities improperly, they
should report it to us by visiting
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/report-aproblem.”

The council has spent £20,000 on
revamping the WCs and allocated a
further
£12,000
for
future
maintenance and upkeep.
Cllr David Monk said: “I’m pleased
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Garden Service

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

At risk play areas to be
offered to councils or
community groups
by Jan Holben
Following a public consultation (play
area strategy 2020-30) which ended
at the close of at the end of January,
in which residents were invited to have
their say, F&HDC announced that a
number of play areas across the
district were ‘at risk’ - with the strategy
plan identifying 24 play areas which
will be closed over a ten year period.
In the identiﬁed play areas the play
equipment is ageing and at a time
when local authorities have many
ﬁnancial constraints the strategy
recommends that the council
prioritises its investment so that it can
develop a network of high quality
play areas close to communities
where there are the highest
concentration of children and young
people, and within 15 minutes walk of
the majority of residents.
The exact wording says: “The NonStrategic Play Areas (NSPAs) identiﬁed
will be offered out to Town & Parish
Councils, community groups and

partners for asset transfer, and where
this isn’t possible will be removed and
returned to open space.”

The list of play areas ‘at risk’ - with
authority currently owning or
managing:

Atkinson Road Play Area (Hawkinge
TC); Blenheim Drive (F&HDC);
Campbell Road Play Area (Hawkinge
TC); Corbett Road Play Area
(Hawkinge TC); Daglish Close (F&HDC
Housing); Firs Lane (F&HDC); George
Gurr Crescent (F&HDC); Harvest Way
(F&HDC); Heron Forstall Avenue
(F&HDC); McKenzie Drive (MOD);
Megone Close Play Area - S106 with

developer overgrown; Millﬁeld
(F&HDC); Mount Pleasant Close
(F&HDC); Oakham Drive (F&HDC);
Oaklands (Hythe TC); Peregrine Close
(F&HDC); Pine Way (F&HDC);
Reachﬁelds (F&HDC Housing); St. Luke
Walk Play Area (Hawkinge TC);
Stombers Lane (F&HDC); Tayne Field
(Lyminge PC); Tayne Field (adjacent
public house) - Lyminge PC); The Danni
& James Community Friendship Park
(F&HDC); Underwood Play Area
(Hawkinge TC)

The strategy proposes that F&HDC,
working in partnership with parish
and town councils, housing trusts and
community groups, will create high
quality play areas comparable to the
ﬂagship play areas of Folkestone’s
Radnor Park and the Lower Leas
Coastal Park, both which have been
recognised with the Green Flag
Award.
At a recent council meeting, Cllr
David Monk, leader of the council,
said negotiations with town and
parish councils to ﬁnd out the
possibility of transferring play areas
into their responsibility were already
underway – and he didn’t believe
there would be any issues. He said
that shutting play areas would be a
last resort if they remained unclaimed.
Residents have already noticed
laminated signs which have been
attached to ‘at risk‘ parks.
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Rambling Ray grapples with
mountainous challenge

Folkestone deputy Mayor Ray
Field, is known for his moneymaking charity causes and a few
months ago, we told how he
conquered a climb up Kilimanjaro.
Well he must have found his head
for heights, as he now plans the
next adventure as he announced to
The Looker his plans to head to
Nepal and Mount Everest’s base
camp! This time Ray is raising
money for Folkestone Mayor
Jacqui Meade’s mayoral charities.

Surfers come under attack
Kite surfers not only put themselves
in danger but also the emergency
services after last week’s incredible
storm Ciara, which caused chaos
over the district last weekend.

to see if he was ok, he appeared to
have a broken nose.”

A group of wind and kite surfers took
to the seas in what one witness called
‘an act of utter stupidity’ off of the
Hythe Imperial Hotel whilst elsewhere
in the district, other surfers took to the
sea at Camber Sands.

There was dramatic video of Hastings
Lifeboat being launched to a surfer
who was reported to have fallen off
his board and hitting some massive
waves, almost cork-screwing the boat
being shown on national news. It was
a timely reminder from the emergency
services that when there is a storm
warning, do not take to the sea.

With weather forecasters and
coastguards warning people not to
go near the beach at high tide, a
group of 10 people were reported to
The Looker, with one onlooker stating:
“We watched one person repeatedly
fall off his board and was getting
pretty smashed up and struggling to
get back to the beach. When we went

Social media quickly dubbed the
local surfers as ‘selﬁsh and
irresponsible’. Trevor Noone posted
on Facebook: “Having just watched a
moron struggle to make it back to
shore, does he realise that its not just
his own life he is putting at risk? If the
lifeboat had been launched the whole
crew could be at risk.”
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of April. And before people start
thinking that ‘he’s not exactly climbing
the world’s tallest peak, just more of a
leisurely stroll’, we thought we would
give you a few bits of information
about the trip.

The three charities which Ray hope to
raise signiﬁcant funds are:

The base camp is 17,000 feet above
sea level, which in itself means that the
air is much thinner and you would
have to take twice as many breaths to
get the same amount of energy as you
would at sea level. However, Ray
does not plan on stopping there but to
continue to the advanced base camp
which is 21,000 feet above sea level!

The Rainbow Centre, which is a
Christian organisation, supporting
people in need within our community,
mainly
the
homeless
and
disadvantaged families as well as the
‘Shepway Food Bank’.

In April when Ray gets to Nepal, the
average temperature at the start of his
trek will be about 10 degrees but at
the advanced base camp, the
average can be as cold as -20
degrees!

Living Words, which is an art’s and
literature-based charity that works
with those suffering from dementia
and also isolated individuals and
communities to empower and
improve quality of life.

The Looker would love its readers to
get behind this ‘mountainous’
challenge (sorry), so if you are in the
fortunate position to give a little (or
a lot) of money to this worthy charity,
it is very simple. You can drop off
your donation at the Folkestone
Town Hall with payments made out
to the Mayor’s Charities, or by a
cheque made out to ‘Mayoress of
Folkestone’s Charity Fund’ or via
bank transfer to account number
09574328 sort code 52-41-42.

FYP, which supports young people
and transforming lives and
communities where there are no
existing facilities.
Ray told The Looker that he setting off
on his mammoth hike at the beginning

Hollywood ‘A Listers’ do their bit for
heritage Dungeness Cottage
You would not expect a small twobedroom cottage to take centre stage
at the Oscar’s ceremony in Hollywood,
but that is what happened last week
when Sandy Powell, an Academy
Award winning costume designer who
wore a blank suit on which she had a
whole list of ﬁlm stars cover with
celebrity signatures.
The acclaimed costumier also wore the
suit to the BAFTA ﬁlm awards before it
travelled west with Ms Powell to pick up
more famous names in Los Angeles.
Stars that added their signature on
Sunday included Leonardo Di Caprio,
Antonio Banderas and Brad Pitt, who
won an Oscar for best supporting actor.

Ms Powell, who has herself won three
Oscars among numerous other

accolades, is hoping to auction the suit
to raise money to save Derek Jarman’s
house on Romney Marsh. The campaign
to save Prospect Cottage was launched
by Art Fund and is aiming to raise £3.5
million. Jarman was a long-time friend
and mentor ﬁgure to Ms Powell, and as
such she is hoping that auctioning the
suit will go some way to reaching the
ﬁnal ﬁgure.

In an interview with campaign leaders
Art Fund, she said: “I think meeting Derek
determined the course of my life.
Meeting him made me realise the kind
of work I wanted to do. Prospect
Cottage was just one of those places that
you would visit, you would phone Derek
up and say ‘are you in Dungeness?’, and
go for a day trip. There is creativity
seeping out of the walls, you walk into

the house and you can just feel it. I don’t
know if Dungeness would be the same
without it and it could be just this open
house to encourage people to come
and be creative, and I think he would
have wanted that.”
Art Fund aim to use the funds to preserve
the “sanctuary of art and imagination”,
and prevent it from being sold off
privately. The project has now raised
over £2 million, standing at 59%
complete with 50 days remaining. Each
donation has its own form of reward,
ranging from badges and pins to limited
edition prints and private art tours.
Rachel Mapplebeck, Director of
Communications at Art Fund, said:
“Derek Jarman’s former home Prospect
Cottage in Dungeness is a work of art in
its entirety. Over 3,000 people have
donated to Art Fund’s appeal to save
Prospect Cottage in its ﬁrst two weeks,
but we still have a long way to go to
secure its future and we’d encourage
everyone to give and get involved.
International A-list stars and leading
artists are supporting this urgent appeal,
but its success will help locally by
securing Jarman’s artistic legacy in Kent.
We’re looking to bring the renowned
garden coaxed from the shingle on the
beach back to life, and further enhance
the Kentish coast’s reputation as a
cultural destination.”
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Watch out, watch out,
there is a cat burglar about!
Meet the new 'cat' burglars: a
brazen new breed of thieves who
steal precious metals from your
car's catalytic convertor ... in just
minutes.
Catalytic converter theft is soaring as
criminals’ cash in on the metal price
boom. Converters in Hybrid cars
often have higher concentrations of
precious metals and with thieves
roaming Britain on the lookout for
targets including SUVs and vans,
Romney Marsh and Folkestone are
being dubbed ‘easy targets’.
Martin Cramp wanted to help the
environment by driving a Hybrid car.
But now, thanks to a burgeoning
crime wave affecting thousands of
motorists, he is being forced to sell his
Toyota Prius. In the space of two
weeks last month, two catalytic
converters were stolen from his
vehicle, costing him more than
£1,100. In the ﬁrst incident, thieves
walked on to his driveway as he slept
in his house in Palmarsh and
disconnected the emissions control
device from the underside of his car
before speeding off into the night. In
the second, his converter was stolen
as he queued in a ﬁsh and chip shop
on Dymchurch Road, Hythe.
'I'm still seething about it,' says Mr
Cramp, a tech company CEO who
commutes to Caterham, Surrey.

Page 8

Wednesday 19th February 2020

'When I came out of the chip shop,
started the engine and it roared in that
tell-tale way, I knew immediately
what had happened. I thought: 'Not
again!' I couldn't believe it. There was
a mark on my steering wheel from
where I was banging my head in
frustration. It appears to be such a
common a crime here that local
police are bored by it. On the night
of the ﬁrst theft, seven or eight cars
were done in my area.'
To add to his sense of injustice, it was
Mr Cramps determination to do his bit
for the environment that made him
such an appealing target.
Catalytic converters, which clean
harmful gases before they exit a
vehicle's exhaust pipe, are more
valuable in Hybrid cars because they
often contain higher concentrations of
precious metals and are generally less
corroded, as they run for much of the
time on battery power.
Mr Cramp told The Looker: “Hybrids
seem to be a particular favourite of
the people doing this. I can't afford to
keep replacing cat converters, so I'm
replacing my car with a non-hybrid.
had it for seven years and it is a good
car in every other way. But I'm
wasting too much time worrying
about it — it's ruining my sleep. So
now I will be buying a petrol-engine
model. So much for the environment!”

Spotlight on

‘The Bucket & Spade Coffee Shop’
in Dymchurch
Every Wednesday when we are out
delivering The Looker, we rush in and
out of many shops and drop off
points across the district. About two
years ago whilst coming out of the
British Legion Club in Dymchurch, a
lady called out and asked if we could
put a few copies into her coffee shop.
Why not I thought, so started off
putting a few in on a regular basis.

Over the months I found myself going
in and a regular table of around 1015 people would say ‘Oh, The
Looker, can we have a few more
copies please?’ Now we put half a
bundle in the coffee shop which I
noticed even in the winter always

seems to be very busy. So last week I
took the time to pop in for a coffee to
ﬁnd out a bit more about what is
obviously a thriving business.
Sitting down with Rachael Pocock,
she told me how she decided to take
a career change a few years ago.
She explained that she had spent 15
years working in schools , ﬁrstly as a
supply teacher but the last ten as a
fully qualiﬁed teacher and that
despite what people think that a
teachers lot was all about lots of
holidays and time off, that it was
actually a very time consuming job.
So after a few weeks of late night
marking and having to give up much
needed family time, Rachael said to
husband Steve, that it was time for a
career change.
After looking at a number of options,
a friend suggested Dymchurch.
Rachael explained that her ﬁrst
thought was that it would be very
seasonable, but decided to take the
plunge.
Part of the ‘Bucket & Spade’s
attraction is that it is a community

meeting point. Where groups can
gather and put the world to rights or
just have a nice cup of coffee. On the
day I popped in it was a very cold
Tuesday morning and it was packed!
A group of around ten people were
sat chatting away and one asked ‘Is
it Looker week?’ When I explained
that I was there to write a spotlight
article on the café, the customers were
only to pleased to tell me why they
love visiting the ‘Bucket & Spade’.

‘Bucket and Spade’ so good. By the
time I got home he had already sent it
in (see our letters page).

But if you have never tried it, why not
pop along. I can guarantee that
Rachel and Steve will give you a very
warm welcome. It really is a family
business with Rachel’s mum working
hard in the kitchen.

I got talking to one of the regulars
Brian Hodgkinson, who said it was
one of the best things about living in
the village. I suggested that he write a
letter to explain what made the

In closing, I think every village should
have a ‘Bucket and Spade’ type tea
rooms. It really is Dymchurch’s hidden
gem and ﬁnd out for yourself next time
you are in the village. They are
situated at 58A High St, Dymchurch,
Romney Marsh TN29 0TA and tell
them The Looker sent you.
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If I ruled the World…
… I would all but eradicate
childhood obesity.
Will it be easy? Not particularly – but
like most things in life, success requires
a common sense approach and
courage – not trying to appease or
please everyone, not trying to make
a quick buck, not trying to avoid
offending everyone – just straight
talking alongside factual and
effective action.
Daily exercise needs to be on the
curriculum – a compulsory part of the
British education system. No ifs, no
buts, no excuses.
Here’s my plan…please be warned,
it’s a simple one - from pre-school to
the end of upper sixth (year 13 in
today’s money) all children in Britain
would be required to take part in a
minimum of 60 minutes physical
activity every day they are at school.
Not sitting watching sport on tv, as
happens in my daughter’s school
sometimes (much to my disgust) – not
learning rules of games and having
endless discussions about it - actually
doing it. Ideally, the teachers as well
(this would be voluntary), setting a
good example and ensuring they too
are ﬁt, with a healthy BMI.
Not only would every child become ﬁt
Page 10

and maintain healthy ﬁtness levels but
it will also ensure exercise becomes a
good a habit, a way of life. It promotes
team work, wellbeing, self conﬁdence,
blows away cobwebs, promotes the
happy endorphins – what’s not to like
about it?
Reducing childhood obesity would
have the knock-on effect of drastically
reducing population obesity levels as
children grow into adulthood.
Current limp attempts at reducing
childhood fat are pretty pathetic - the
sugar tax nonsense, making
companies remove sugar and add
disgusting man-made, ﬂavour
destroying chemicals to their products
in order to meet guidelines, bans on
fast food advertisements in tube
stations and shutting down fatty food
businesses near any school – that is
surely treating people like idiots,
attempting to control them by
removing choice. People make their
own choices and that’s as it should
be..adults over feeding their kids and
feeding them the wrong foods will not
stop overnight – it is going to take time
to change behaviour that is currently
ingrained in the daily lives of so many.
Regular and compulsory exercise
within the education process is the
only way to make it happen – and we
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need to start it immediately. In fact,
schools could choose to adopt this as
policy without it being on the
curriculum … now there’s a
thought.
As always there will be naysayers
and yes it will require some
thrashing out of details – but not a
huge amount.
The biggest challenge is how it will ﬁt
into the school day – but this can be
accommodated – perhaps some
parts of the current educational
curriculum could be reduced or
perhaps the school day could be
longer – this would not only allow for
the exercise time to be scheduled in
but also will help working parents
have more time to juggle their
work/life balance.
However it is slotted in to school life,
the principle of vastly increased and
regular levels of activity can only be
a good thing. In fact there is no
downside that I can think of.
Many many children have parents
who cannot be bothered to
encourage them to exercise. Tablets
and phones are a handy electronic
baby sitter/parenting substitute and
it’s seemingly easy for parents to opt
out of their responsibilities and duty of
care – but why should the health of

these children suffer because they
were born to idle parents or into
families where circumstances make it
impossible for them to pursue an
active lifestyle? Whilst I do not agree
with schools and teachers being
expected to be substitute parents, I do
think the British education system as a
whole can do so much more to help
bodies as well as minds.
Alongside exercise, children need to
learn about food, hygiene and
nutrition from the beginning – many
head home to freezer dinners, plates
of brown and beige food every night,
learning no cooking skills, no facts
about their metabolism, ﬂavours,
ingredients, healthy choices.
Kitchens are not required – just time,
focus, facts and encouragement.
So if I ruled the world, this would be
one of my top priorities.

Poppy power turns positive
Back in December 2019 Cubs,
from Mulberry Cub Pack, were
dismayed to discover that thieves
had stolen their hand made
poppies from outside the Scout HQ
in Church Lane, New Romney.
The Cubs, from the 1st New Romney
Scout Group, had made the poppies
from clay and painted them as part of
their Remembrance Day tribute. They
were ‘planted’ in the Poppy Garden
in front of the Scout HQ. More than
half the poppies were stolen, leaving
the Cubs extremely upset.
Carole Simpson, Cub Leader stated
‘The Cubs wanted to make a Poppy
Garden to remember our local heroes
and those who are serving today. It is

their intention to add more poppies to
the Garden each year. Sadly it seems
there are people in our local
community who have no respect for
the tribute or what it stood for……….
The Cubs issued the following
statement: If you know where our
poppies are please replace them in
our Poppy Garden. Thank you.
Sadly the Poppies were not replaced
but the outraged reaction from social
media posts and articles in local
papers, at this act of anti-social
behaviour, was evident. The local
community could not believe that
some members of our local
community had no respect for the
tribute or what it stood for.

the company, explained the situation
and they decided to donate £500 for
the youngsters to replace the tribute in
time for Remembrance Day 2020.
On Monday, joined by Mayor of
New Romney, parents and supporters
of Scouting, Perry presented the
cheque to Mulberry Cubs who have
plans to re-install their tribute.

The reaction from the community once
again proved New Romney is a small
community with a big heart. Perry
Mack, the Manager from Howden’s,
was one local resident who shared
the general outrage. He approached

Akela, Zoe explained the Cubs are
working on a Fleur-de-lys scout sign
which will incorporate replacement
clay poppies and planters as a mark
of respect to all locals who have
served and continue to serve in our
armed forces. The Cubs are excited
about working on the new project.
They intend to display the initial design
ideas in time for our Scout Group VE
day celebrations in May where the
local community are very welcome to
join us. A huge thank you to Perry and
to Howdens for making this possible.
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Councils secure
Government funding
to help rough sleepers
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
and Dover District Council
have secured funding totalling over
£469,000
through
the
government’s Rough Sleeping
Initiative to continue to complement
existing services to homeless rough
sleepers within the districts.

This follows news that the councils
were awarded more than £410,000
last year under the initiative. This
funding has helped to recruit nine
specialist workers managed by
homeless charity Porchlight, including
two specialist ‘Navigators’ who
support vulnerable female rough

sleepers and those with complex
needs. The additional funding will
also pay for an out-of-hours outreach
service run by Serveco – a longstanding partner of Kent councils –
which will enable rough sleepers to
be helped more quickly.
Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, Deputy
Leader and Cabinet Member for
Communities at Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, said: “It’s absolutely
essential to support rough sleepers,
who are among the most vulnerable
people in our community. This funding
will help meet their complex needs by
extending our ongoing partnership
working with local agencies.”
Cllr Derek Murphy, Cabinet Member
for Housing at Dover District Council,
added: “We are very pleased to have
received this additional funding, which
will help councils and our partners
continue the successful work already
being undertaken. By helping rough
sleepers, and dealing with the core
issues that affect them, we are working
to help people off the streets.”

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney
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LOOKER Party Nights
step up a gear
Wiith th
With
W
tthee news
w th
tthat
a Th
at
T
Thee Looker is
planning a monthly party night at
the end of every month to be held at
St Mary’s Bay Village Hall, we are
proud to announce that each month
we also plan to have a cabaret as
part of the show.
The first one on the 29th February will
feature Peter Dinsley, who over the past
15 years has built up a superb following.
Described as Britain’s answer to Michael
Bublé, Peter is undoubtedly one of the
finest crooners / swing singers this
country has seen in many years.
Peter has been singing with many of the
country's leading big bands for the past
25 years where he has completed his
apprenticeship. He fronted Big Bands such
as Chris Smith and his ‘String Of Pearls

Orch
c est
stra’ fo
fforr about
u seve
v n year
a s and
Orchestra’
seven
years
made good friends with some of Britain’s
leading musicians. He has also played with
the Dave Marion Big Band and the Len
Phillips Big Band and most recently has
been wooing audiences with his vocals
with the Denis Hynes big band
throughout London and he is regarded as
Syd Lawrence’s vocalist of choice.
Looker editor David Wimble said: “It really
is great to have Peter on board. When I
asked him if he could help launch our
party nights, he said he would love to.
Peter worked with me for a number of
years and I booked him all over Europe and
he worked on many cruise ships. Having
Peter with us at our party night will really
make the night something special.”
Tickets are now available from The Looker
office, the Beachside Stores in Jefferstone
Lane, St. Mary’s Bay, The Premier

News
w agent
nts (f
((formerly
formerly
l know
k ow as
kn
Newsagents
Colourcraft), New Romney, and
The Arcade, Dymchurch. They are priced
at only £5 if purchased in advance, or £7
on the night.
The plan is to have an American Supper
style evening with people bringing their
own food and drink (please remember to
bring your own glasses) and enjoy a party
night with music covering over five
decades. Already with lots of people
wanting to come, The Looker has decided
to also make the live acts part of the
monthly ‘Big Night Out’ and have already
booked the ‘Swing Time Sweethearts’ for
our March Party Night.
So if you would like a really good night
out with some great company and superb
entertainment, come along and bring lots
of friends. Doors open at 7pm with the
music starting at 7.30pm until 11.30pm.

Wednesday 19th February 2020
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Fresh local food
no compromise
by Jan Holben

Kent Food Hubs-Folkestone (KFHFolkestone) is a new community
enterprise that brings local people
some of the best food choices you
can make – and they have just
launched their ﬁrst online market.
“Kent Food Hubs runs and supports
local online markets that make
supermarkets pointless. This is where
you can buy and sell food and
other products and simple live a
better life for the 21st century”.

order and then you can go along to
the Quarterhouse Food Hub on
Tuesday between 5 and 7pm to
collect your order which will be
ready for you, or for a small charge
you could have it delivered.
Alternatively you could just go
along to browse, giving you the
opportunity to sample some of the
delectable foods on sale as well.

The newly launched food hub
makes it so easy for you to buy
local, organic, ethically sourced
products direct from the growers or
suppliers, all in one place and at
reasonable prices too.
Weekly markets are hosted every
Tuesday from 5pm to 7pm at the
Quarterhouse in Tontine Street,
Folkestone. It’s not just fruit and
vegetables – there are bamboo
cloths, soap dishes, combs, herbs
and seasoning, beeswax wraps,
pulses and lentils, a variety of meats
including; steaks, sausages, burgers
and mince, toilet cleaners, washing
up liquids, artisan breads, dairy
products and much more. The
Ashford Food Hub will launch
during this month and the movement
is planning to expand across Kent.
To ensure that the growers and
producers have exactly the right
products for you, and to reduce
waste, you should go online to
browse the products and place your
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One of the suppliers, Walmerstone
Growers, explains: ‘we are excited
to see more and more growers
making environmentally conscious
decisions; so much of our land had
been sprayed by toxic chemical
pesticides, but we believe in soil
regeneration by spray free and low
input farming methods, as a result,
next year the farm will be able to be
called ‘Organic in conversion’ and
then later full ‘Organic status.’
If this way of shopping appeals to
you – why not log on for your ﬁrst
order at: openfoodnetwork.org.uk/
kent-food-hubs-folkestone/shop
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Brave the Shave!!
Local lad Owain
Ow Thomas ‘Braved the Shave’ on 1st February,
ary,
y
ising more
r tthan £500 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
rraising
ra
TThis
Th
is time he dec
decided to go for the biggie stating “Cancer touches
es
draise
almost everyone
everyone’s lives at some point. So, I decided to help fundraise
for the incredib
rses who
incredible work done by MacMillan Cancer support nurses
help suppo
support people during their most challenging
experie
experiences. Some of my family and friends been
throug
through the Big C and I wanted to do something to
help others that are going through a tough time.”
Hu
Huge thanks to Deko Barbers, High Street,
N
New Romney who did a great job and all
tthose who sponsored him.

On a mission: and in
between there are doors
by Jan Holben

I was thinking about a quote I
read; “In the universe there are
things that are known and things
that are unknown, and in between
there are DOORS”. I am often
intrigued by the seemingly obvious
things around us, perhaps we take
them for granted and don’t give
them a seconds thought – so I was
on a mission to ﬁnd Doors with a
story – I didn’t need to look far.
Whilst ﬂat hunting with my son
recently we were walking in The
Bayle, high above the Harbour, and I
spotted The Sisters Cottages, a few
doors down from the very popular
British Lion pub. The cottages are just
outside the walls of what was the
Folkestone Battery, but just inside the
‘bailey’ of the much older Normal
Castle (long gone). It is a simple
house with a tiled roof – and as you
look at it you may think ‘those doors
are a bit narrow and squashed
together’ - and you would be right.
The story is that the house was left in a
will to two sisters – but they fell out
with each other. So they decided to
split the house down the middle, each
sister taking half. Inside the house it is

very quirky, including the staircase. and of course the cottage garden is
split down the middle too. These
internal changes to the house meant
that the front door had to be changed
too – so now there are two rather
narrow and slightly crooked front
doors.
Venturing out a little further to Ellham
village I was researching for a book I
have written about the many
interesting characters buried in the old
Folkestone cemetery. On this
occasion I was looking for the
Workhouse which is on the High
Street in Elham. In parliamentary
records of 1777, it is conﬁrmed that
there were around 60 residents living
there. The Elham Union Workhouse
was the place where you could ﬁnd
yourself if you were elderly, inﬁrm or
a child and destitute – you were not
sent there you would have to apply to
be there. William and Ann Horn were
the master and matron of the
workhouse and the 1881 census lists
over 200 residents (or inmates as they
were referred to). Elizabeth Fordred
and Susannah Hogben both 88
years old, being the oldest there, and
2 months old infant Butler (no
Christian name given) being the
youngest inmate, at that time.

And returning back closer to home
now – along Sandgate High Street,
past the Old Fire Station on your left
and a few doors before the
Coastguard cottages is the place
where Hattie Jacques was born and
brought up. The Sandgate Society
marked Hattie's achievements by
placing a special blue plaque over
the door of the property. For those of

you who are too young to remember
– Hattie Jacques (born Josephine
Edwina Jaques on 7 February 1922 )
was a much loved comedy actress
who appeared in 14 Carry On ﬁlms.
In Hattie's early years her father was
killed in an aircraft accident and
Hattie and her mother left Sandgate,
eventually to settle in London.

Coastguard cottages - the place where Hattie Jacques was born
Wednesday 19th February 2020
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Oh My Dog!

Businesses beneﬁt
from high street’s
cash boost
The ﬁrst recipients to beneﬁt from
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council’s (F&HDC) innovative £3
million High Streets Fund have
been announced.

It's fair to say that Viruses are dominating the news at present, they hold
a fear for all of us because, there is very little we can practically do to
control the situation, yet they affect us all.
When it comes to the canine member of your family there's two that are
currently in the public domain, Alabama Rot and the Vomiting Virus.
If we start with the most feared, Alabama Rot, it is a disease that affects
your dog's blood vessels that can have some very disturbing physical
impacts to your dog's skin and fur.
It is thought that dogs are at a higher risk of catching it in muddy or forest
areas. There is some research, although it's not "do this and it will work"
advice, to wash off your dog’s paws after a walk to assist in avoiding
the issue.
It is worth noting that there is no known treatment for the disease right
now and it can prove to be fatal.
Then we have the Vomiting bug, this is new on the scene and results in
your pooch being very sick for a few days.
There is no factual evidence as to how it is caused, caught and spread right
now. And for both of these, therein lies the real problem.
We live in a world whereby you can ﬁnd “the answer” to any question by
a quick tap on a keyboard and we tend to believe the ﬁrst negative thing
we read when we are concerned about a negative issue.
We consume some much information from Social Media and once again,
if something provides an answer to your question that appears to be a
popular answer with many comments, well, this must be true because
everyone is talking about it!
This is a really bad path to take when trying to ﬁnd the answers to very
serious issues that affect or may affect your dog. I am writing this piece
because I want to help you ﬁnd good information, I want to help you ﬁnd
the best answers, not just an answer.
My advice to you is to check decent veriﬁed, credible sources. A little bit
of a think from you as to where you might ﬁnd reliable information will save
you a lot of heartache about your dog.
So, in this case, contact your vet, ask them, they won’t hate you for it, it’s
their job to help your dog.
Look at the PDSA website or the British Veterinary Association website,
both are excellent sources of factual information.
Remember, uniformed information is worse than no information, take a
moment to ﬁnd reliable advice from reliable sources, put yourself in a position
to access the facts, social media is not the place to ﬁnd medical advice.

Grants totalling £256,183 – all
aimed at future-prooﬁng the district’s
high streets – have so far been
agreed with other applications in the
pipeline.
Of the 13 grants awarded to date,
four are in Folkestone, two in
Sandgate and one in Cheriton. A
further two in Dymchurch, three in
Hythe and one in New Romney have
also been agreed.
Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC’s Cabinet
Member for the District Economy,
said:
“For
businesses
and
entrepreneurs, investment can often
be about taking a leap of faith.
“The High Streets Fund is about
helping them to make that leap and in
so doing bringing residents and
visitors into our town centres to
support all of our traders.
“We have been presented with some
wonderful, well-thought-out plans
and it is exciting to know that there is
such a lot of conﬁdence in the district.”
Grants of between £5,000 and
£50,000 are available and will
normally cover up to 50% of a
project. Folkestone town centre will
beneﬁt from £2.2 million of the fund
with the remaining £800,000 being
allocated across the district.

One of the successful grant applicants
is Ben Cuthbert from the Market
Square restaurant. He and his wife
Lucy are converting the basement at
the Rendezvous Street premises to
create a food hall for up to 15 small
food producers.
He said: “The grant has inspired us to
take such a big step. It has given us
the conﬁdence to match the
investment ourselves. Would we have
done it on our own? Perhaps, but it
would have taken a long time.
“It feels like a lot of other people are
getting behind Folkestone and this has
encouraged us to continue to reinvest
in the business.”
The High Streets Fund will run until the
end of March 2021 – or when all the
funds have been allocated. Recipients
have to meet strict criteria and show
that works have been carried out
before receiving their grant.
Three of the 13 businesses have fully
completed the grant process:
Market
Square
restaurant,
Rendezvous Street – conversion of
basement into food hall for 15 artisan
food producers.
Big Boys Fine Burger Co, The Old
High Street – new signage,
replacement of railings, improvements
to outdoor area and repainting.
Conchitas restaurant, Bouverie Road
West – extension and reﬁt to support
disabled access and facilities.
To apply for a grant and for more
information visit the folkestone.works
website.

Cllr David Wimble and Ben Cuthbert at Market Square
Page 16

Wednesday 19th February 2020

Brownies donate to local Foodbank
1st New Romney Brownies started
the year with a Challenge: to
complete their Inﬂuence Badge
and Brownies ‘Take Action’, part of
the recently updated Girl Guiding
Programme.

Kindness and they certainly spread
the word …

The Brownie Pack learnt about
communication, body language and
the importance of treating each other
with kindness and respect, along with
emotional health and well-being and
the importance of positive role models.

Brownies chose to do random acts of
kindness which included smiling at
everyone; giving everyone a hug and
saying something nice. ‘Thank you’
was high on the Agenda: Brownie
Connie sent a postcard to Thank her
teacher for being such a great teacher;
Emily concentrated on how we talk to
people and listen to others; Keira
decided to share smiles and hugs.

The pack decided Kindness spreads

‘It’s all part of our positive outlook and
Donations to the Foodbank
the fun and adventure of Guiding. I am
extremely proud of the Brownies and
all they have achieved this term”
commented Snowy Owl, Brownie
Leader. “ I would also like to thank our
Mayor, Paul Thomas for supporting the
group and presenting the badges”.

Snowy Owl and Mayor of New Romney with the Brownie Pack

To complete the badge Brownies
visited Sainsbury Store New Romney
on Monday where they had fun
choosing and purchasing food to
donate to the Foodbank, with money
they had raised through saving a little
from their subs each week, rather than
having treats for themselves. The

Brownies decided they wanted to
spread happiness among families
who need a little extra help. They
discovered Kindness does spread
Kindness as local customers donated
an extra £20 to their £30 funds and
staff member Gemma helped them to
scan their purchases through the till
which was quite an adventure!!
Girls and adult volunteers are always
welcome to join the Pack – if you
would like more details please
contact Kate Dearlove on 01797
362527 or see the website girlguiding.org.uk

Wednesday 19th February 2020
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ANOTHER BU
NEW ROMNEY T
If you still wonder what your Town Council does,
New Romney Town Council did for the be
JANUARY 2019

JUNE 2019

( Hosted a meeting of the New Romney Coastal Community
Team to assess progress being made on many of the projects
within the New Romney Socio-Economic Plan

( Town Sprucer Team appointed for a series of visits during
the summer period

FEBRUARY 2019
( Adaptations to Teenage Shelter in Fairfield Road Recreation
Ground approved to assist in reducing anti-social behaviour
( Accessibility Reports commissioned with a view to improving
accessibility to Town Council-managed Public Buildings

JULY 2019
( Supported JAM on the Marsh Festival
( Supported New Romney Country Fayre

AUGUST 2019
( New Romney Litter Strategy Working Party established

MARCH 2019
( Community Open-Air Ceremony and Flag-Raising to
celebrate Commonwealth Day
( Community Hall and Sports Pavilion project took significant
step to the next stage, including approval for submission of
planning application and subsequent application for
consent to take out a Public Works Loan in respect of any
funding shortfall

APRIL 2019
( Formal exchange of Contract for the sale of Land adjacent to
the Sports Field
( Submission of formal Planning Application for the
development of a new Community Hall and Sports Pavilion
and associated residential development

MAY 2019
( Pride of New Romney Awards presented to recipients at
Annual Town Meeting, which was revamped to provide a
greater community focus
( Successful Town Council nomination for KALC (Kent
Association of Local Councils) Community Award presented
to Littlestone RNLI

SEPTEMBER 2019
( Independent internal and external annual audit process
completed, confirming clean bill of health in respect of
financial and procedural matters once again!
( New Romney Town Council agreed to take over
responsibility of Station Road Play Area with a view to fully
refurbishing the area to a high standard, subject to first
concluding negotiations with the District Council
( New Romney Town Council formally declared its intention to
take steps to become a Dementia Friendly Council
( New Romney Town Council formally declared its intention to
work towards becoming nett carbon neutral
( Hosted a meeting of the New Romney Coastal Community
Team to support regeneration of the area through projects
contained within the Socio-economic Plan

OCTOBER 2019
( New Romney Town Council formally approved a temporary
change of meeting venue (Assembly Rooms, New Romney)
to improve accessibility to Town Council meetings whilst
accessibility to the Town Hall is under review

NOVEMBER 2019
( Supported Annual RBL Remembrance Service and Burma
Star Service

… and, as always, all this whilst maintaining and improving a large portfolio of public buildings and op
local organisations and projects, responding to consultations and enquiries and engaging in a wide

New Romney Town Council leads, it liste
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USY YEAR FOR
TOWN COUNCIL!

here are, once again, just a few examples of what
nefit of local residents during the past year
DECEMBER 2019
(
(
(
(
(

Installation of Town Christmas Tree
Illumination of New Romney Festive Lighting
Free public Christmas Concert in St. Nicholas Church
Supported New Romney Festive Lantern Parade
New Romney Town Council Members and Officers undertook
Dementia Awareness Training as part of the Council’s
undertaking to become a Dementia Friendly Council
( Upgrade of Town Council website approved to improve
accessibility to public information

JANUARY 2020:
( Liaison with FHDC Officers to develop plans to address local
residents concerns about parking violations in New Romney

Strengthening Foundations for a new
Community Hall and Sports Pavilion
Led by the Town Council’s Project
Steering Group, work has continued
to strengthen the good foundations
laid over the past four Years to
progress the detailed design and
development of a new Community
Hall and Sports Pavilion on the
Station Road Sports Field.
A key milestone was met when, at a
Public Meeting held in the Assembly
Rooms in March, the Council
approved the Design for the new
building and agreed the formal
submission of a detailed Planning
Application for the new Community
amenity together with an associated
linked residential development.
Approval was also given for the
formal exchange of contracts for the
sale of land adjacent to the Sports
Field. The capital receipt from the
sale of this land will fund the
majority of the cost of the new
Community building.
The Planning Application was
formally submitted to Folkestone &
Hythe District Council – the local

Planning Authority, in April 2019.
Since that time, the District Council,
in line with its statutory obligations
has consulted various stakeholders.
Due to the complexity of the
application, this has taken some
time, however, it is hoped that a
decision on the application will be
made within the next couple of
months. Formal approval will enable
the Project Steering Group – in
consultation with the Council’s
Planning Consultants and Design
Team to guide the project through to
the next stages which will involve the
development of construction
tendering contracts, assessment of
tender applicants, and appointment
of contractor.
It should also be noted that once
formal Planning consent has been
granted the Council will be able to
formally apply for grants to fund any
shortfall in the cost of the project
and will also apply for a Public Works
Loan as a backstop that will
guarantee delivery of this new
landmark community amenity.

pen spaces, providing grant funding for deserving
range of routine local government business etc.

ens and it works !

Spotlight on Healthcare
on Romney Marsh
New Romney Town Council has
continued to lead and drive the
campaign to improve health
care provision in New Romney
and across the Romney Marsh.

further Final Business Case will
be developed to facilitate access
to £1.56million of government
funding which will part fund
the project.

Its representative has been
working closely with Healthcare
providers – in particular the
South Kent Coast Clinical
Commissioning Group and is a
member of the Project Board
tasked with developing plans for
a new Primary Care Mult-agency
health hub in the area.

The Council’s representatives
have also been involved in
various initiatives linked to
Health and Wellbeing services
across Kent.

A preferred site has been
identified and all stakeholders
are engaged and committed to
delivering this new facility. The
Outline Business Case is almost
finalised and will soon be
submitted. Once approved, a

“

It is important to highlight that
the development of the new
Community Hall and Sports
Pavilion also forms a part of the
Council’s support for local
healthcare services since it will
form part of a proposed ‘Health
and Wellbeing Hub’ for the
Romney Marsh and is linked to
the development of the new
health hub in the Town.

The Right Worshipful the
Mayor of New Romney,
Councillor Paul Thomas,
observes:

The Town Council has, as always, continued
to progress a range of significant matters
over the past year, including making further
substantial progress in respect of the
proposed new Community Hall and Sports
Pavilion. It has also taken on the initiatives of working
towards becoming a Dementia Friendly Council and
becoming nett carbon neutral as well as
working on improving accessibility to its
public buildings – all of which will assist in
making our local community a better place
to live, work and visit.

”

New Romney Town Council
… Working Proactively For and With
the Local Community!
Wednesday 19th February 2020
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NEW ROMNEY TOWN COUNCIL
Precept 2020-21

NEW ROMNEY TOWN COUNCIL has set its Precept for 2020-21 at £366,369.00 which, in real terms,
equates to a small increase on the average Band D Council Tax Bill of £1.05 per month.
This small monthly increase equals significantly less than the average cost of a cup of coffee and,
being a pro-active Council, this increase is vital to sustain its current high quality service provision.
Of the total increase, £0.60 per month relates to provision for loan repayments relating to the
new Community Hall and Sports Pavilion project. This is a one-off increase, since any payments
will be at a fixed interest rate for the duration of the loan term. The remaining £0.45 increase is
predominantly due to (i) upgrading of the Council’s aging ICT and telephone systems to assist in
improving staff productivity and providing a more efficient and effective public service and
(ii) replenishing of Election Reserve Funds due to significant depletion following several recent
by-elections and full local elections, which can cost up to £6,000-£7,000 per Ward.

ENCOURAGING PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH:
• Maintenance of historic listed public buildings
• Provision and maintenance of local play equipment (Fairfield Road Recreation Ground and
The Greens, Littlestone)
• Provision and maintenance of local open spaces
• Provision and maintenance of Allotment Gardens
• Practical enhancements to local amenity areas (eg outdoor exercise equipment,
public seating, bins, planters, signposts etc)
• Provision of additional local amenities such as the planned new Community Hall
and Sports Pavilion
• Providing and supporting local community events
• Supporting local groups and organisations

WORKING TOWARDS A POSITIVE AND DYNAMIC FUTURE
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“

“

A message from our Town Mayor, Councillor Paul Thomas:

In addition to all of these on-going activities and projects, together we are also
embarking on becoming a Dementia-Friendly Council, improving accessibility
to Public Buildings and reducing the Council’s own carbon footprint.
We continue to look forward to a positive future.
Wednesday 19th February 2020

Breeze bakes
in the bay
Debbie Breeze has set up a
traditional tea time ‘pop-up’ cake
and coffee shop at St. Mary’s Bay
village hall.
Originally, the sale of coffee/tea and
cakes took place on Friday mornings
from 10.15-12.15, but popularity and
demand has resulted in an additional
day being added on Wednesday
mornings from 11:00am -1.30pm.

Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466

The service is very popular for people
to meet and particularly for those on
their own to come and have a drink,
meet people and enjoy the warm and
friendly atmosphere.

NEW Tyres

Debbie Breeze makes cakes and has
sold these for some time at the
Methodist Church Hall in New
Romney on a Saturday morning and
it was whilst operating there that she

All makes of:

FREE

thought of the idea of offering a popup coffee morning for people to meet
and socialise. Debbie decided to hire
a room at the village hall at St. Mary’s
Bay to trial her idea and it has proved
very successful. With the help of her
sister-in-law Carol, the two ladies
provide an excellent service and offer
a warm and friendly welcome to all.
Debbie said “I thought it was a
gamble at ﬁrst, but within a few weeks
I knew I had reached out to many
people who long for some company
and a chat with others. The service has
proved so popular that I expanded to
two mornings a week and the people
have shown their thanks and loyalty
by making both mornings a joy
operate. Our regular customers have
become friends and it is a very nice
social facility where everyone is
welcome. We have our regulars who
enjoy a chat and spend the morning
talking to others and we have
workmen who drive past and call in
for some home-made bread pudding
to take away and eat in their vans. It’s
a pleasure to serve everyone who
comes through the door”.
The message is, don’t be alone, if you
feel like a coffee/tea and piece of
cake and would like to have a chat,
come and join Breeze Bakes at St.
Mary’s Bay Village Hall and meet
new friends.

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING
www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car
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Police community event provides lively debate

by Jan Holben

At the end of January a
Community Safety Meeting was
held at SAGA Pavilion in Sandgate
– it was attended by Councillors
from the Town and District
Councils, Damian Collins MP,
around ﬁfteen Police staff and
PCSO’s,
three
Community
Wardens, Neighbourhood Watch
representatives, Leas Residents
Association members and many
local people were there in good
numbers too.
This very diverse audience made for
a sometimes quite lively discussion
about a range of subjects including:
Vandalism,
Rough
Sleepers,
Travellers, Drug Taking and
Drunkenness, Licensing and Poor
Street Lights.
Members of the audience gave
examples of continued anti social
behaviour by youths on Cheriton Rec.,
which left local people feeling unsafe
in their own homes - PCSO Ms Howe
will continue to monitor this. It was
thought that CCTV on the Cheriton
Rec. may be viable, although there
are no ﬁrm plans for this yet – but if
there is a strong feeling for CCTV on
the RecRec local people should
petition their Town Councillor about
the possibility. It was also thought that
some of the bad behaviour could be
caused by drinkers leaving bars or
clubs late at night – and it was

suggested that perhaps this should be
taken into account when late licenses
are issued.
Poor street lighting was also
mentioned as people who walk home
from work in the darker evening or
who are out jogging feel unsafe in
streets across the Town where street
lighting is poor - Folkestone Central
Station to Canterbury Road, the
SAGA end of Enbrook Valley and
Castle Hill Avenue were examples
given where street lighting is just not
good enough.
Problems caused by Rough Sleepers
and Campers sleeping in the East Cliff
shelters were mentioned – it was said
that as one group of Campers gets
moved on by ofﬁcials, another group
takes up ‘residence’. Local people
reported that the Campers lit huge,
potentially dangerous, ﬁres – and
residents walking their dogs had often
found used needles on the ground dangerous to unsuspecting adults,
and especially children and animals.
Travellers, seen across the District
throughout the winter months, have
again been sighted alongside the
Military Cemetery – and this is
despite the new concrete posts and
height restriction barriers which are
now in place.
A Police representative pointed out if
Travellers are on private land they
cannot do anything because it is a
civil matter, they can only get involved
if a crime has been committed – and
it was emphasised that all incidents of
anti-social behaviour and crime
should be reported to the Police with
as much detail as possible, and in this
regard Neighbourhood Watch
groups have been particularly helpful.
On several occasions throughout the
discussion about anti-social or
drunken behaviour it was suggested
by audience members that CCTV
would help to resolve these problems.
The Police representative pointed out
it was not practical to put CCTV
everywhere – but that they were in
discussions with Folkestone Town
Council to allow Police access to
monitor the towns CCTV. This

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk
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generated a heated exchange
between Cllr Ray Fields and the
Police about why there was a delay
in making this happen and it appears
there is a software problem at the
Police end. Cllrs Fields and Laws are
on the Town work group and will look
into how they can expedite this issue.
The Police representative again
stressed the importance of reporting
all crime to them, with as much
detail as possible – always call 999
for an emergency, If you're deaf or
hard of hearing, use the textphone
service 60066 or text on 999 if
you’ve pre-registered with the
emergencySMS service. There is
also a Live Chat option on
www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/ocr
/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

The Police encouraged residents to
use social media which plays a big
part in letting others know of incidents
as they occur, one example being
how quickly news of a potential white
van kidnapping was circulated on
Facebook – letting parents know
what to look out for – another
example is letting others know of
doorstep scamming incidents.
The meeting by its nature is about
bringing attention to problems in the
Town and surrounding area –
however, the general feeling was that
residents had found it useful and said
it was particularly good to be able to
meet their council representatives too,
who were easy to talk to. Thanks were
recorded for SAGA for allowing the
use of the Pavilion for the meeting,
and for providing refreshments.

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399

Little Rosie Needs Your Help
by Kim Gandy

Little Rosie James, of Greatstone,
was born prematurely on 16th
October 2019. In January this
year, she was diagnosed with a
condition known as Positional
Plagiocephaly. This results in
ﬂattening to one side or the back
of the head.
Other complications can be the
repositioning of eyes and ears or
other facial abnormalities and in turn,
children can experience selfconsciousness about their appearances
and in some cases it can lead to surgery.
Mum Lucy, of Greatstone told The
Looker: “We have been told Rosie
needs a cranio helmet. These are not
available on the NHS as they are
considered ‘cosmetic’, so we need to
raise the funds to take Rosie to a
private hospital to have one ﬁtted.”
The helmet, which remoulds the
cranium, is custom-made after a
thorough evaluation by an orthotist, a
medical clinician with expertise in the
prescription and manufacture of
devices
which
modify
the
neuromuscular and skeletal system.
The procedure involves photography
and measurements with calipers to
assess the shape of the skull. A plaster
impression of the baby’s head is

made using 3D technology and the
band ﬁtted, monitored and readjusted
until the correction has been made.
“Rosie’s skull is pushing outwards of
her forehead so we need the
personalised helmet to correct it. With
all the love and help we have been
given already we have set up a
funding page and will also be doing
sponsored walks and a special event
in the Community Hall in Lydd.
“We also have charity boxes in local
shops. Any amount raised over what
we need will be donated to Great
Ormond Street Hospital. The amount
we need to raise is £3,000.”
At the time of writing, the fund was just
short of £2,000 but Lucy is not
stopping there. She will be raising a
petition to get the helmet made
available on the NHS for at least
severe cases. She added: “We are
concerned about possible bullying as
a result of the condition if left unchecked
and therefore we think that this helmet
should not be classiﬁed as ‘cosmetic’.
“I don’t want other parents to ﬁnd
themselves in this position,” she
added. Determined not to be beaten,
Lucy is holding a Fun Day at Lydd
Community Hall on Sunday 8th
March from 10am till 4pm. “There
will be a mega rafﬂe, a visit from
Peppa Pig who will do a meet and

greet with private photos between 11
and 12.30, a bouncy castle, face
painting, food and drink and lots of
fun and games.”
Collection boxes for Rosie at Bakery
64 in New Romney and one at
Fredi's at Derek Lynch's, Old
Romney. The rafﬂe tickets are
available at Loulabelles ﬂorist in
New Romney and at Kerry’s Kitchen
and The George hotel in Lydd. These
will be collected on the 6th March.
Tickets are available all day at the
funday.

Go fund me page:
My baby's Cranio
Helmet fund - linkgf.me/u/xa7k3d
Bank:
Sort Code: 30-90-28
Account no: 62490160
Please make cheques payable
to to Miss L A Baldock

Free at the point of delivery - for some …
By Kim Gandy

A recent Guardian newspaper
report revealed that children were
being denied mental health
treatment by certain NHS trusts
unless they had “severe” or
“signiﬁcant” health issues.
And more than 300,000 children
are being blocked from accessing
disability equipment according to a
report in the Mirror last November.
Here on the Marsh, our own little

Rosie James needs a special helmet
to correct her skull, so her parents are
fundraising to meet the £3,000 bill.
Rosie is one of countless children in
this country, who have to rely on her
parents' strenuous efforts, charities
and the kindness of strangers.
And yet, in 2018 only one third of the
£91 million billed from patients from
outside the EU zone was recouped
by NHS hospitals. And this, in spite
of a so-called Government

crackdown on "health tourism".
During 2017-18, 3,891 foreign
births in NHS wards racked up a bill
of £13.3 million and a Sun
newspaper investigation last year
concluded that around 10 ineligible
women a day have their babies on
the NHS without a single penny
being paid in National Insurance
contributions.
And last year, some doctors were
calling for it to remain that way.

Let's not forget also, the widely
reported cases of those who abuse
the NHS by faking depression in
order to get a ﬁve-grand boob for
free, like Josie Cunningham, who
also had an abortion when she
realised her pregnancy would get
in the way of a nose job.
This is only the tip of the iceberg.
Let that sink in.
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The Blue Train – Johannesburg
to Cape Town

TRAIN TALES – by David Manger
Many years ago I worked for
South African Airways, a job
which required me to make
occasional trips to that country.
The ﬁrst time I visited Johannesburg, I
walked across the bridge over the
central station and was puzzled to
see the strange railway tracks – I did
not know at that stage that the
standard gauge in South Africa was
3ft. 6ins., it seemed like a narrow
gauge system to me.
Our ofﬁce windows overlooked this
station and I was fascinated,
particularly as I could hear steam
locomotives shunting in nearby
marshalling yards.
Some years later, after considerable
nagging from a group of bell ringing
friends and having my arm twisted by
my boss, I was persuaded to organise
and lead a tour to this wonderful
country. And so in 1990, all
arrangements were in place for the
tour to start in Cape Town. However,
I needed to be in Johannesburg a few
days beforehand to attend to some
business in the head ofﬁce. At this
point a good friend in the London

Page 24

ofﬁce of South African Railways
arranged tickets for my wife Pam and
I to travel to Cape Town on the
renowned Blue Train and rather than
ﬂying, this was an offer I found too
hard to refuse!
On the appointed day we duly
reported at the station in plenty of time
for the 11 a.m. departure and after
chatting to friends on the platform and
a colleague who had come down
from the ofﬁce to see us off, we
watched the train drift slowly into the
platform from its point of origin in
Pretoria. The driver was immaculately
dressed in jacket, white shirt and tie,
casually resting his elbow on the open
window as if driving his family saloon!
From Pretoria through Johannesburg
to Kimberley, the train was hauled by
a D.C. powered electric locomotive.
From Kimberley to De Aar it was
diesel hauled, from De Aar to
Beaufort West by A.C. electric and
from Beaufort West to Cape Town by
D.C. electric again. The original “Blue
Train” was inaugurated in 1946 and
replaced in 1972 and it was on this
train on which we travelled.
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Having been shown to our
compartment (3F) and stowed our
baggage, we were advised to go to
the restaurant car for the ﬁrst lunch
sitting at 12 noon. Our waiter Eric,
served us a delicious meal of several
courses, after which we returned to
our compartment. This luxurious
accommodation included a spacious
lounge, which converted to a
sleeping area at night, and our own
en suite facilities. Despite the fact that
the scenery was not spectacular, we
spent the afternoon gazing out of the
window, interrupted only by our
steward Eddie bringing afternoon tea.
Dinner was another magniﬁcent meal,
after which we adjourned to the
lounge bar, where we met an old
acquaintance of mine – it was a small
world!
On returning to the apartment, beds
had been made. We slept ﬁtfully, but
I recall looking out of the window
during the stop at De Aar and in the
light of the station lamps, seeing rows
of redundant steam locomotives,
presumably on their way to the scrap
yard. Just after 6 a.m., Eddie brought
a cup of tea and by 7 o’clock we

were having breakfast, our ﬁnal meal
in this luxurious dining car. During
breakfast, leaving the vast arid Karoo
behind, we entered the Hex River
tunnel system, the ﬁrst of which was
13.5 km. long. Upon emerging from
the third tunnel of the system, we
found ourselves in the luxuriant, green
Hex River Valley. There were stunning
views of orchards and vineyards
among the mountains. Unfortunately
this train did not stop at Matjiesfontein,
where the station is opposite the
magniﬁcent, unchanged, Victorian
Lord Milner Hotel, but followed the
valley all the way to Cape Town, our
destination, with its wonderful
backdrop of Table Mountain.
Since we enjoyed our 24 hours of
luxury in 1990, much has changed in
South Africa; some for the better and
some for the worse. The Blue Train on
which we travelled, was retired in
1997 and upgraded to an even more
luxurious experience, but our own trip
has given us many happy memories.
It was a wonderful way to start what
turned out to be a truly memorable
tour for all those involved.

G. NEWING

Budgeting Tips

Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

or “making your pennies work harder”

Cleaning products
Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

Firmager Funeral Service
¦$IULHQGO\YRLFHDWDGLI¯FXOWWLPH§
• 24 hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels ofRest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on the site of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parking available.

To speak to Helen and "TIMFZ
Telephone: 01797 369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

What a huge variety line our supermarket shelves! Do we
need them all? The answer is probably NO. Especially
sprays- where have they all come from? A good mottos in life
is to keep it simple- try and do that with a minimum of tried
and trusted cleaning products. Washing up liquid, good
quality cream cleaner, bleach, toilet cleaner, oven and
furniture spray, washing powder and fabric conditioner, and
a window leather. What else do you need?
Why is everyone so besotted with plastic bottle sprays? Are
they supposed to save time? I would challenge anyone to
clean a sink or bath any quicker with a spray, than with a
cloth and bottle of Cif. A wash hand basin takes about a
minute and a half, max. When I was working, I had a
marvellous cleaning lady, but she used sprays. I wouldn’t
argue with anyone who was doing my cleaning, but there
was a kind of a dull ﬁlm on all the sinks, and now and again,
when she wasn’t looking I would bring back the shine by
using cream cleaner! The only spray I have is anti-bacterial,
which is compulsory, because I bake, and sell to the public.
A branded product advertises that it kills 99% of household
germs. WHY? As a trained nurse, I know that 90% of the
bugs around us are non-pathogenic, which means they don’t
cause disease. In fact many are essential to our well-being.
Most of our systems are not sterile, including the alimentary
canal, reproductive and urinary system, respiratory system,
they are all open to the outside air. Many bugs in our systems,
especially the gut, are essential to its functioning. And the
remaining 10% are around us all the time, and healthy
immune systems fend them off most of the time.
We (homo sapiens) have survived on this planet for probably
a 100,000 years + - how? Because we have developed such
a good immune system. In modern times, we are in danger of
messing it up; with our obsession with hygiene, the immune
system never has a chance to develop properly. The number
of atopic disease cases, (eczema, hay fever, asthma,
allergies, which are diseases of the immune system) is rising
all the time. An interesting fact- the group of children who
have LEAST atopic disease, are farm children. They are
among straw, hay, animals, muck, and plants with pollen,
since the day they were born, so their immune systems learn
to cope.
How many parents have a 3 second rule about kids picking
things up off the ﬂoor? Our reasoning being they haven’t time
to pick up bugs. I certainly did, and the kids never seem to
come to any harm!
So think about reducing the number of cleaning products you
need, and don’t be bullied by all the adverts. If you are
saving money by cutting down on quantity, don’t skimp on
quality- cheap cleaning products are useless!
Wednesday 19th February 2020
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trapped German trenches and onto
the wide open spaces where the
Corporals are left open to attacks from
ground and air. These men aren’t
superheroes, chisel chinned and
muscle bound, no they are just
frightened young men trying to make a
difference and save lives.
There are a number of blink and miss
cameos along the way and while the
acting is by no means shoddy, this ﬁlm
isn’t about the actors. This is about a
visual experience that puts you there
and will shock and sadden you in
equal measures. There is no happy
ending, there can’t be, this is war and
while at times uncomfortable viewing
this ﬁlm demands to be seen on a big
screen with a big sound.

1917
1917 is an epic war ﬁlm and sits along
the greats.
The plot follows the journey of two
Corporals, given the task of delivering
a life saving message to an advanced
battalion planning an attack on
German lines. The battalion are
unaware that the Germans they chase
are planning an ambush that could
result in the loss of 1600 troops. One
of the Corporals, Blake, has an older
brother who is part of the advancing
mission, so is picked as an obvious
choice to deliver the message for what
is at best a suicide mission. The scariest
part of the mission from the off is the
unknown and the dangers they may or
may not face.

the ﬁlm and alongside the characters.
It is very impressive and surely a
worthy shout for the Oscars. What
impressed me most is the changes to
the scenery, which merely add to the
vulnerability of our heroes in the
making, from the claustrophobic
trenches where they scurry to the
starting point of their mission being
bumped, barged and pushed along
the route. No mans land where they
ﬁght their way through the mud,
barbed wire and rotting corpses of the
fallen. The rat infested and booby

Much has been made of the
cinematography and the single
tracking shot that takes us directly into
Page 26
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Just Mercy
Just Mercy is based on the true story of
Bryan Stevenson an idealistic defence
attorney, played by Michael B Jordan,
who takes on cases of death row
inmates in Alabama, much against the
wishes of his Mother.
Stevenson is immediately confronted
with a system that is rotten to the core
from the law courts to the prisons. This
is a system that doesn’t need evidence
to convict, if you look guilty that’s
enough and there are witnesses
aplenty, credible or not. Despite his

good intentions Stevenson must defend
inmates that have no faith in the penal
system and for whom trust is not an
option. Stevenson tries to offer hope
but quickly discovers that hope can be
a killer to an inmate on death row.
Walter ‘Johnny D’ McMillian is one
such inmate (Jamie Foxx) an innocent
man sentenced to death row for the
murder of a white woman. This is
where the ﬁlm grips you and will leave
you in utter disbelief and disgust at the
injustices of a corrupt and racist system
that determines guilt on the colour of a
persons skin and not evidence.
Think Mississipi Burning or Detroit and
you will get a sense of where this ﬁlm
will take you.
The prison scenes are limited to the cells,
meeting rooms and execution room and
give us a sense of the claustrophobia
and conﬁnement of an inmate. Every
glimmer of hope makes the inevitable
setback that much painful for the
inmates, the families and the viewer. This
is a tough watch and although justice is
eventually won, it will leave a nasty
taste in your mouth especially as you
know it actually happened.

JoJo Rabbit
When contemplating a nights
entertainment at the ﬂicks a comedy
about the Hitler Youth might not be on

reaching for her phone. This leads to a
struggle and Slim shoots the
zealous/racist? cop dead. Queen, we
then learn, is a criminal defence
attorney and makes up Slim’s mind that
they go on the run, both unaware that
the whole incident has been captured
on ﬁlm.

your essential viewing list. You might
however want to reconsider, for you
might just miss the ﬁlm of the year, that
year being either 2019 or 2020, your
choice.
JoJo Rabbit is an insanely original
comedy about a young German boy
JoJo who along with his second best
friend Yorki, his best friend is his
imaginary friend Adolf Hitler, joins a
Hitler youth training camp to learn then
ways of the Nazi’s and aid the war
effort. JoJo and Yorki are taught to kill
rabbits, or not in JoJo’s case as he
decides to let his prey go therefore
earning the nickname JoJo Rabbit,
burn books, throw daggers and hand
grenades and of course to recognise
and hate the dog loving Jews. JoJo
despite guidance and mentoring from
the Fuhrer doesn’t excel, especially in
the hand grenade stakes which leaves
him hospitalised and scarred.
The ﬁlm then takes a twist as we learn
that JoJo’s Mother, the excellent and
versatile Scarlett Johansson, is in fact
hiding a young Jewish girl Elsa in their
home. JoJo’s initial fear and hatred of
the dreaded Jew is soon replaced by a
friendship that questions the teachings
of the Hitler Youth and all that it stands
for. While the ﬁrst part of the ﬁlm is
very slapstick with director Taiki Waititi
playing the aforementioned Adolf
Hitler, very much for laughs. He is ably
supported by Sam Rockwell as the
German Captain, retired from war
duties to teach the Hitler youth and
Rebel Wilson as the ﬂirty fraulein
willing to literally give her all to the
Motherland and it’s male occupants.
The director then delivers a twist in the
form of a genuinely shocking moment
that left the audience both stunned and
silent as he reminds us that the Nazi’s
were actually very evil people. The
ending sees JoJo and Elsa together

and we cheer the good guys again as
the empire falls. A special mention for
newcomer Alﬁe Yates as Yorki who
captures the innocence of youth to
perfection, while blindly following the
orders of his superiors albeit
unsuccessfully and while JoJo ﬁnds
love at the end of the war Yorki just
wants to go home and cuddle his
Mum. Altogether Ahh!
If it’s originality you want, a laugh, a
twist, basically a good nights
entertainment then JoJo Rabbit is not to
be missed. 10/10

Queen & Slim
Every now and then a ﬁlm comes
along with little publicity but proves to
be a big hit, Step forward Queen &
Slim. The ﬁlm has already drawn
comparisons to Thelma & Louise,
Bonnie & Clyde even Romeo & Juliet
and while similarities can be drawn for
me this is a love story with many facets.
It is also an indictment of the power of
social media and the way it can be
used to exploit and distort the truth for
personal gain.
The story kicks off in a diner, where we
are introduced to Queen & Slim on a
Tinder introduced ﬁrst date. Their
exchanges are awkward and
embarrassing and you feel you are
watching an episode of American First
Dates - the rejects. “Why did you
choose here” asks an unimpressed
Queen “Because it’s cheap” “Why did
you choose me” asks Slim. “Because I
didn’t want to be alone tonight” replies
Queen. Queen soon dismisses any
notion of intimacy before they are
stopped by a lone cop due to a trafﬁc
violation. The ofﬁcers mood soon
changes when Slim asks him to hurry
up because it’s cold and a gun is
drawn and Queen is wounded

We then follow the pair trying to avoid
capture heading for Cuba via Florida,
while the rest of America condemn or
proclaim the ‘cop killers’ ‘Black Bonnie
& Clyde’ They avoid capture along the
way with the help of a Black activist,
White liberal couple, sympathetic
Black cop and others. While the war
rages on about their guilt or innocence
we are drawn into a relationship
between two desperate people, who
know it could end at any time, a
relationship that ﬂourishes and grows
and there are genuinely tender
moments as they dance, talk, kiss their
way to freedom. The ending, while
inevitable, is beautifully played out
and visually stunning, but it will still
leave you feeling numb and cheated.
Queen and Slim is a powerful piece of
ﬁlm making and deﬁnitely worth
seeing.

Richard Jewell
If you are the type of cinema goer who
likes a story, then this Clint Eastwood
directed ﬁlm about the bombings at the
1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta,
could be the ﬁlm for you.
Based on a true story it follows Richard
Jewell, a man obsessed with becoming
a Police Ofﬁcer, who discovers a
suspicious backpack while working as
a security guard at Centennial Park
during the Olympics. Jewell assists with
the evacuation and while he is
responsible for saving many lives the
bomb still goes off killing 1 person and
injuring 111. Initially hailed as a hero
Jewell is soon under the FBI radar as
they deem him to ﬁt the bombers
proﬁle and when their suspicions are
leaked to the media Jewell faces a
long trial.
Eastwood never rushes things and
while the bombing is essential to the
ﬁlm it plays second ﬁddle to the
aftermath. Sam Rockwell is superb as
lawyer Watson Bryant and Kathy
Bates provides solid support as
Jewell’s Mom Bobi but it is Paul Walter
Hauser as Richard Jewell who steals
the show. Initially you might think
Jewell is a simple man as he

desperately seeks a career in law
enforcement even when he agrees with
the FBI’s case against him based on
their proﬁling. But as the plot develops
we learn Jewell is a man of morales
and principles, a point Eastwood takes
his time with.
Another addition to the miscarriage of
American justice ﬁlms currently doing
the rounds and certainly a worthy
addition.

The Oscars
The Baftas are usually a good
indication of who is likely to pick up the
covered Oscars and while the
expected best actor and best actress
deservedly went to the excellent
Joaquin Phoenix as the Joker and
Renee Zellweger as Judy Garland in
Judy. The best picture, best foreign
language ﬁlm and best director went
to South Korean ﬁlmmaker Bong Joonho and his ﬁlm Parasite, the ﬁrst time a
foreign language ﬁlm has ever taken
the best ﬁlm. Unfortunately I was
unable to attend a special screening
but I will add it to my ‘To watch’ list.
1917 rightly won the Best
Cinematography, Best Sound Mixing
and Best Visual Effects gongs and Toy
Story 4 and Forky took the Best
Animated Feature. On a personal note
I’m glad that Brad Pitt picked up the
best supporting actor for his role as
ageing stunt man Cliff Booth
ce Upon
in Tarantino’s Once
wood and
A Time in Hollywood
ked up
Taika Waititi picked
d
the Best Adapted
oo
oJ
Screenplay for JoJo
Rabbit. I was
hoping that
Scarlett
Johansson was
going to pick up
ng
the Best Supporting
Actress for JoJo
Rabbit but Laura Dern
or her
took the Oscar for
role in Marriage Story.
Can’t ﬁnish this without
on
a shout-out to Elton
T upin
Ta
John and Bernie Taupin
he Best
who picked up the
ith (I’m
Original Song with
Gonna) Love Mee
Again from
Rocketman.
All reviews by
Vince Shell
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Mrs P’s Diary
Mr P has been strapped to the
banister. It is a precautionary
measure as I don’t fancy
chasing him around the
garden in this hurricane.

There are too many ﬂying
ﬂower pots - beats me how the
birds manage to stay in trees
and on roofs. They are
beginning to gather nest
building materials now. Good luck with that …

Sloe gin results
by Jan Holben

Organised by the Sandgate Society, the annual Sandgate Sloe
Gin competition was anticipated with baited breath, with
competitors keeping their Sloe Gin recipes and methods a secret
that was well and truly under their belt.
And then the long awaited day came on Saturday 8th Feb when
the panel of Judges gathered at the Old Fire Station in the lovely
wood panelled Reading Room for the tasting ceremony. The
Judges, all, were Gin aﬁcionados, as were the competitors – I
think I heard one say “I love water, especially when it’s frozen and
surrounded by Gin” - or was that in my Gin soaked imagination –
I am not sure.
At the appointed time it was the moment to beGin – and after
carefully savouring the distinct characteristics of each Gin – the
Judges would declare the winner.

It seems that the wind is a ﬁrm ﬁxture at our family
burials. Gathering around our plot in Dymchurch (which
is now full), the wind blowing hats off miraculously
silences the weeping and wailing. This has happened
every time and I’m sure that the aged aunts wore hats
speciﬁcally to ensure that the custom continued. They
left the church in high spirits. The receptions afterwards
were more of a riotous party than a wake. At least there
were no altercations in the car park with broken lager
bottles … Mother has said that she wants her ashes
scattered there and hopes it’s a breezy day …
Of course Mary Poppins blew in on an East wind - I’m
amazed that her lipstick stayed on. But it’s not all bad, we
are having a new fence and a new shed. It’s an I’ll wind …
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Sal Kenward, Sandgate Society Chair said “Well the competition
was tight, and the tasting was taut with expectation – and there
was a worthy winner of Vaughan Feaver!
“The runner up was Ken England, and very highly commended
were the gins offered by Malcolm Ritchie, Maggie Brinsden,
Hilary Cane and Geoff Cane.
“The acceptance speeches were not as long as those of the
Oscars and I know the competition is already starting for the 2021
return match. A very good time was had by all and if you’re
thinking of entering/ tasting in 2021, please put Saturday 6th
February 2021 in your diary now!”
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Water, water everywhere …
By Kim Gandy

During the ferocious storms, nearconstant
precipitation
and
perpetual driving winds of this
winter, very few people will have
stopped to think about how lowlying Romney Marsh remains
above water.
The fact that the area is criss-crossed
by myriads of old ditches (often
known as sewers, the name derives
from the idea of “sewing in” the land),
rivers and bounded on the North side
by the Royal Military Canal, is
something you may not think about,
except when you’re crossing over
them on the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway or driving over
them on the numerous road bridges.

I recently went on a tour of some of
the area’s waterways with Romney
Marsh Internal Drainage Board’s
Vice-Chairman Larry Cooke and
Clerk/Engineer to the Board, Nick
Botting, to see for myself some of how
this fascinating system works.
Internal Drainage Boards were

created in the 1930s, but only after
centuries of historical works dating
back to the 13th Century, when
tenants of land were required to
maintain the walls and sewers. This
was known as the Laws and Customs
of Romney Marsh and became the
basis of drainage laws throughout the
country. However, records were
destroyed in a ﬁre in 1573, after
which it was known as the
Corporation of Romney Marsh.

compounded by fallen trees and ﬂytipping.
There are hundreds of watercourses
and smaller ditches which help to
drain land. Nick explained that
watercourses either drained by
gravity or, in some cases were
pumped out to sea. He continued:
“water level management meant
keeping a sensible balance for
everyone’s needs and sometimes it
was hard to please everyone but the
Board, working in conjunction with the
EA, aimed to address all interests.”
Water and land levels are measured
by reference to Ordnance Datum
Newlyn (ODN), a known, stable
datum point located in Newlyn,
Cornwall. Some parts of the marsh,
such as the Dowels at Appledore, are
only at 0.3 metres above ODN, whilst
parts of Lydd are over 5 metres ODN.
When asked about tide levels he told
me: “At high water many
watercourses become tide-locked but
as the tide recedes, they begin to ﬂow
again. Spring tides of over 4 metres
ODN are not uncommon.”

The Drainage District covers some
33,000 hectares but its overall
catchment is approximately 82, 000
hectares. Under its permissive powers,
the Board maintains, but does not
own, 350 kilometres of watercourses
in its district; known as Lesser Sewers
in Romney Marsh and Petty Sewers
elsewhere. Watercourses designated
“Main River” such as the Royal
Military Canal are maintained by the
Environment Agency (EA). Every year
the IDB weedcut their maintained
watercourses as reeds and underweed impede ﬂow; this is often

occur after each stretch. The stretch
itself is the based on the range of ﬁre
of a cannon. Another point of interest
is that the building of the canal
apparently helped to abate the area’s
previous malaria problem! In more
recent times it is used as an amenity,
and also as a reservoir to replenish
the marsh in the summer by pumping
water from the River Rother at the lock
and feeding into the marsh by a series
of sluices.

I was also shown the outfalls at Jury’s
Gap and Denge, one of ﬁve dotted
around the coast from Camber to
Hythe and marvelled at the
patchwork of waterways that drain
out of them.

However, the area has beneﬁtted by
the astonishing new sea wall at Jury’s
Gap, which cost a cool £36 million.
This comprises 265,000 tonnes of
Norwegian boulders forming a
revetment and new wave wall. It
replaced an old system of timber
groynes between The Suttons,
Camber to Lydd Ranges.
During the recent Storm Ciara, Nick
and the team have had their work cut
out. “We have been out checking
watercourses near the sea defences
to ensure that, if there was a breach
or signiﬁcant over-topping, the
watercourses would ﬂow properly as
the tide dropped, allowing ﬂood
water back out to sea.
As I gazed upon the wonder of Iden
Lock and its intricate system of gates
and levers, I was astonished to learn
how the Government constructed the
Royal Military Canal in the early
1800s. If you follow the canal you will
notice that a number of “doglegs”

“We’ve also attended the sites subject
to EA warnings, such as Denge and
Jury‘s Gap: Jury’s has suffered severe
erosion of the sea wall beside the
MOD lookout and the EA is carrying
out emergency works to protect the
wall and other points as I speak.”
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

This weekend our coastline was battered by Storm Ciara with heavy
rain and winds up to eighty miles per hour. Whilst some disruption to
travel and everyday life is inevitable with this kind of event, we should
be thankful for the excellent work of our highways engineers, the
environment agency and the emergency services, especially during the
peak of the storm on Sunday. In particular their work enabled the M20
to fully re-open by Monday morning after a fallen street light and debris
from trees had caused some closures at the weekend. Highways officers
from Kent County Council also dealt with over 500 enquiries over the
weekend and were clearing trees between 6am on Sunday and 2am on
Monday morning. We should be grateful for their dedication to serving
the people of our county in such difficult conditions.

Bereavement Coffee Morning
In 2016 Anjelia Penfold's brother
sadly passed away from a lifelong
illness at the young age of 34.

Anjelina instantly reached out to help
and support her and in return she
supported and helped me too.

This was truly a horrendously sad and
confusing time her life and was
offered personal counselling. This did
not help her in the slightest. She spent
many days alone just waiting for her
young daughter to ﬁnish school and
rarely saw anyone outside of her own
family.

They have since become the best of
freinds and have both continued to
support one another daily. They were
talking one day and said that it seems
there is no support group in the area
for those who have not been as
fortunate as ourselves to ﬁnd such
support. Thus our coffee morning idea
was born.

One day on the school run in 2017
she saw one of her daughters freinds
mother in a distressed state and
approached her to see if she was ok.
she explained that her brother was
unexpectedly diagnosed with an
aggressive brain tumour and was
given months to live,sadly he passed
within a week of this news and she
was left distraught and shocked,

Bereavement Coffee Morning
To help each other heal
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I would also like to thank the excellent work of the RNLI Lifeboats who
braved a treacherous sea in response to emergency call outs during the
storm. UK Power Networks had over one thousand team members out
working in the south east on Sunday to address damage caused by the
storm, which enabled them to respond swiftly to power cuts in
Hawkinge and the Folkestone area, as well on Romney Marsh. If you
have any concerns about the response to Storm Ciara or any ongoing
problems resulting from it, please let me know by emailing me at
damian.collins.mp@parliament.uk or calling 01303 253524.
Last Thursday, Folkestone and Hythe District Council announced that
it had completed the purchase of land owned by the Cozumel Estates
property company at the former Folkestone Racecourse site at
Westenhanger. This agreement gives the Council control of the land that
will make up the vast majority of the development for the new Otterpool
Park garden town scheme. The District Council will now be in a stronger
position to develop the plans for Otterpool with the needs of our local
community in mind, including the delivery of more affordable homes
for people to rent and buy. The Ministry of Housing also launched last
week a consultation on its proposed ‘First Homes’ scheme, which could
give first time buyers a 30% discount on the purchase of their property.
Veterans of the armed forces will also receive priority support for
assistance as part of the Armed Forces Covenant, and local councils will
also be able to use the scheme to support front-line workers in their area
such as members of the police service, nurses, prison officers and
teachers. It is expected that on average, this scheme could save
first time buyers up to £100,000 on the purchase of their property.
You can find out more about this consultation online at
gov.uk/government/consultations/first-homes
Delivering more homes to rent and buy was one of our most important
commitments at the last general election. Turning this into a reality
means supporting schemes where they can be built and helping first time
buyers onto the housing ladder. I’m pleased to say that in Folkestone
and Hythe we are doing both.
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Anjelia has decided to sponsor the
coffee morning through her cake
business 'BUTTERCREAM LILY' and
they have been given permission to
fundraise for the bereavement charity
'Cruse' who offer bereavement
counselling across the country.
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Sponsored by ‘Buttercream Lily’

LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,
We have just come back from being
away, so I haven’t had time to form an
opinion on the proposed developments
at Jarman’s cottage, although we love
Dungeness as it is. But I was a bit
disturbed by the patronising and sour
tone regarding the climate change
activists. Being critical and sour about
activists does not change the reality of
climate change. Not a day goes by but
some piece of news reinforces the fact
of climate change. Today’s news is a
huge drop in the number of bumble
bees species. Some have become
extinct. Without bees this planet would
die in about a decade.
Visiting family and friends, we met a
9 month old great neice and had her in
giggles playing peek-a-boo. Why is it
almost instinctive to play peek-a-boo
with babies? Because it is a vital
developmental stage- to learn that
people (especially mummy) and things
still exists, even if we can’t see them! Like
president Trump, who thinks we can
make things disappear by calling them
“fake news” climate change is affecting
all our lives. Now in our 70s, we can see
climate change around us with our own
eyes, as well as believing the science.
There are those who say that climate
change is just a part of a big natural
cycle- but the world has never been
warmer since the days of the dinosaurs.
The warming has been much worse in
the last 2 centuries, since we started to
use fossil fuels on a large scale. All the
great postive achievements in this
country, abolition of slavery,
employment and union rights, women’s
vote, etc have all been achieved by
unpopular activitists who believed in
their cause. I would not condone
criminal damage or action, but I’m glad
there are people who want to ﬁght to
get the world on the right track. I would
guess Greta Gundberg will have a
greater impact on the history books than
any of our current politicians.
June Gooch, New Romney

Dear Looker,
I feel compelled to comment on your
article titled ‘Dungeness - desert
denizens or ‘DFL’ dominion?’. Firstly this
nonsense term ‘DFL’ has become tedious
in the extreme - London is 1.5 hours up
the road for goodness sake, when will
the local populace get over this absurdly
insular and narrow-minded attitude?.
These outsiders of yours actually bring
much needed trade to everything from
the RSPB to The Pilot & Britannia pubs
and the local ﬁshmongers amongst
others. ‘Eco-warriors’ theme park’,
‘liberal elites’, ‘Thunberg-style bannerwaving’...oh dear me, how low as The
Looker journalistic expression sunk? This
language is nothing more than the
cliched, lazy, mean-spirited terminology
of the noxious tabloid press and smacks
of a parochial Little Englander mentality.
I for one was delighted to support the
Prospect Cottage appeal and look
forward to the cottage and garden
being sustained as a creative centre for
the Arts ... the garden has been highly

inﬂuential to gardeners locally, countywide and internationally, as testiﬁed by
the hugely popular book ‘Jarman’s
garden’ - still in print after 25 years.
One should also bear in mind that
Jarman’s close friend Keith Collins, who
passed away in 2019, was a much-liked
and very capable local ﬁsherman for
many years.
Finally we would do well to recall that
Dungeness has been an inspiration for
artists of all backgrounds over a long
period - back in the mid-20th century
painters such as John Piper and Eric
Ravilious produced some splendid work
here. Derek Jarman would have been
delighted then that his artistic enterprise
on Dungeness continue into the future
with those seeking to further their
creativity and self-expression in all
manner of forms...he would also have
hoped this be possible in an
atmosphere of local tolerance and
friendship, not blinkered smallmindedness and resentment.
Jeremy Mills, Greatstone

Dear Looker,
May I comment on some of the articles
in Issue 242.
Firstly, for once I agree with Tony Hills,
that much more needs to be done to
protect Romney Marsh from the onset of
rising sea-levels due to climate change.
Current plans seem to involve
‘managed retreat’ in the main but this
puts an awful lot of people at risk of
eventually having to fork out the costs of
moving and no doubt many wanting to
stay as local as possible.
As for the saving of Derek Jarman’s
cottage; whilst I support this fully I also
feel that people’s concerns about the
retention of other Dungeness heritage is
clearly being ignored. It surely requires
a substantial change in the planning
decision process at the District Council
to ensure people can only renovate
existing heritage buildings rather than
demolishing them.
Elsewhere Jan Holben’s piece on war
heritage, reminded me that a local
historian once visited the Cold War
bunker but the two rooms within are
completely empty. CND’s Gerald
Holtom, who lived at Hillside, Hythe is
actually though buried at Spring Lane
Cemetery, Seabrook. It is ‘seafarers
friend’ Samuel Plimsoll who is interred at
St Martin’s.
Lastly readers’ may like to know that in
just four years time, in 2024, there are a
host of anniversaries of local and
national interest due. These being the
bicentenaries of birth of Sam Plimsoll
and founding of the RNLI in 1824; the
190th of the death of lifeboat pioneer
Lionel Lukin (buried St Leonard’s
Churchyard); 150th death of Sir Francis
Pettit-Smith (born Hythe- inventor of the
screw propeller); centenaries, 1924, of
the deaths of seafarer/author Joseph
Conrad (Lived-Postling) and Edith
Nesbitt (interred St Mary in the Marsh);
plus Henry Williamson (Tarka the Otter
author) published a novel ‘A Dream of
Fair Women’ featuring his time post
WW1 in Folkestone. All these and the

100th of the ﬁrst full dig of Folkestone’s
Roman Villa site by Sam Winbolt and
the gifting of East Cliff and The Warren
to the town by the then Lord Radnor.
Surely a series of Maritime and History
events across the District can be
arranged to mark all these, with the
added bonus that is should be a
Dymchurch Day of Syn year as well?
Ray Duff, Folkestone

Dear Looker,
Having read your letter in The Looker
last week, about the incompetence of
Dymchurch Parish council, I thought at
ﬁrst that it was ‘A Little Harsh’ but having
read it again, you have to look back on
how the now council group behaved in
the previous 12 months leading up to the
election. The ‘Rebel Faction’ used to
interrupt the council meetings and ﬁlmed
them putting them out on social media.
I do not think I am telling tales out of
school to say that they acted like
playground bullies! Some of the claims
would have been seen as defamatory,
if they had been made by the then
serving councillors.
So quickly moving on 12 months, it
looks very much as if ‘The lunatics have
taken over the asylum!’
They promised that they would deliver a
new or refurbished sports pavilion, but
we all eagerly await information on this?
As your correspondent pointed out, they
have promised so much, but what have
they actually delivered? There is an old
adage: Better the devil you know. Or
maybe you could use the: keep your
friends close and your enemy’s even
closer.
Having attended a recent meeting, I
think that perhaps councillors could
attend some other local council
meetings to see how they should be run!
I also question, if the Chairman, is the
right ‘impartial person’ for the job?
Being a major property owner and
business owner within the Parish, they
would have to declare interest on pretty
much anything that applied to the Parish.
I do not know who it is your
correspondent ‘alleged’ had carried out
commercial building work, without
planning permission. If this is the fact
then I suggest that, it does not portray a
good governance! Very much a, do as I
say and not what I do!
I suggest if this is true, maybe the person
could be named and questioned. If this
turns out to be true, then this is totally
unacceptable, as a local planning
authority, the councillor would (or
Should) know planning law and in that
instance the honourable thing to do
would be to resign! Or risk being
reported to the standards authority.
There have been rumblings that the
people of Dymchurch, could call for a
vote of NO CONFIDENCE in the
current administration. I would urge, that
this is a knee jerk reaction. Let’s give
them another six months and see what
promises they made at the election they
can achieve. I hope that the council

publish an account as to what they
intend to do with their budget and what
their planning spend will be? Are they
planning on increasing council tax? If so
what are they going to spend it on?
Les S, Dymchurch resident

Dear Looker,
My wife and I have always been ones
for going out for coffee and cake.
This started while we were living in
Germany, when every Sunday we
would put on our Sunday best and join
the locals in town for a spot of window
shopping followed by going into one of
the many coffee shops for what was
known as ‘Kaffee und Kuchen’ (Coffee
and Cake) and we have never got out
of the habit.
Where is this leading to you may ask.
A few years ago whilst visiting a local
tearoom we became friendly with a
group of (6 couples) now friends when
we would meet on a Wednesday for a
coffee and natter.
About 18 months ago one of our group
decided we would try the Bucket &
Spade in Dymchurch. Personally I fell in
love with the coffee shop the minute I
walked through the door. The owners
who I now to be Steve and Rachael,
were extremely welcoming and friendly.
The premises are bright and cheerful
and give you that happy feeling. I
suppose being a regular visitor let’s say
sometimes 3 or 4 times a week you can
see why I rave about the coffee shop,
mind you it’s not just me I have never
heard anyone make a bad comment.
However, I am sure there may have
been the odd customer who would ﬁnd
fault because people are like that
unfortunately. The menu is very varied
and to suit all tastes with price’s which
will not be unfavourable. all food is
cooked to order and they have cakes
and scones to die for which are made
by Rachael’s mother Jane. So you can
see it is a family business. I have
recommended the Bucket & Spade to
many friends and even people I have
met socially.
All I can say is if you are ever in
Dymchurch it is well worth a visit and
believe me you will not be
disappointed.
Footnote:- David I have over 300k
followers on Tripadvisor.
Brian Hodgkinson

Dear Looker,
I am a strong supporter of the Art Fund’s
project to purchase Prospect Cottage.
We can’t go back to pre- Second
World War days, but looking forward if
the Fund purchase the property it will be
maintained and attract visitors to the
area. The latter is surely something that
all local businesses, especially those in
the tourist sector, will beneﬁt from. If it is
sold to an individual then it is likely to be
turned into one of the designer style
properties, with the owner seldom
around and making a minimal input to
the local economy.
Sian Edwards, Greatstone-on-Sea
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LOOKER SPORT
LOCAL FOOTBALL
Stansﬁeld 2 Lydd Town 0
The good run for Stansfeld continues
as they were 2-0 winners at home to
Lydd in the Southern Counties League.
Early goals from Sam Ryan and
Macey Malyon kept Stansfeld in contention for a top four place but
Lydd’s recent revival came to an end.

New Romney 1 Faversham Strike Force 2
New Romney remain in the bottom two of the Kent County League
Premier Division after this home defeat. Roy Godden scored their only
goal.

Lydd Town Res 3 Guru Nanak 7
A high-scoring County League game saw the Lydders lose a 10-goal
thriller. For the home side, Lewis O’Leary scored a couple and Tom
Morgans got the other one.

Sutton Athletic 3 Lydd Town 0
Two James Sutherland goals helped Sutton Athletic towards a 3-0 win
over Lydd Town. Following on from three losses the hosts were desperate
for a win and conﬁrmed it with a convincing win and a disappointing
result for the Marsh side.

Middlemarsh WI
– February Meeting
It was business as usual this month
with advance notices: the Pancake
Race, New Romney Parade and
April Group Meeting. Our April
meeting introduces the Easter Tree
and Lunch Club follows our
meeting in March. Members’
spouses or friends welcome,
contact Rosemary for information.

Finally, if you have enjoyed any
Middlemarsh feature, come along and
say hello! New Members are always
welcome and there’s plenty to get
involved with!

Birthday cards were distributed then
our regular newsletter plus voting slips
for ‘name the teddy bear’.

Venue:
St Mary’s Bay Village Hall

Chris Longﬁeld gave a very
informative address about the Air
Ambulance service, a valuable
addition to the emergency services.
Chris also drew the winning name
for our Travelling Teddy - now
‘Honeysuckle’.
Honeysuckle already has a busy
schedule of events. For her ﬁrst outing
she joined Members at the local Panto
“Jack and the Beanstalk”. We had an
hilarious afternoon’s entertainment:
singing, laughing, shouting (very
ladylike) and exhorting Simple Simon
to “Be Brave”!

Next meeting:
9.30am Thursday 5 March

The Competition:
An old piece of music
Speaker’s topic:
A musical event with John Pearce
Contact details for Middlemarsh WI are:

President:
Mrs Rosemary Street
Telephone: 01303 875359

Romney Marsh Day Centre

Sunﬂower House, Rolfe Lane, New Romney, TN28 8JR

Lydd Town Res 2 Snodland Town Res 3

We have a series of events coming up in March. Please do come along and join
us for these community events

Another defeat for the Lydders and they drop into the bottom two of the
league. Jack Morrison and Lewis O’Leary scored their goals.

World Book Day  Thursday 5 March – Local Author Emma Batten will be joining

New Romney Res 3 Gillingham Town 1

Fire Safety and Awareness Presentaon – Monday 16 March – given by
Robert Archibald, come along and see what items are available to keep you
safe if there was a ﬁre, 11am free entry, refreshments available to purchase.

A good home win for the Marsh side and three valuable points, despite
playing half the game with ten men. Billy Weir-Somerville with a couple
and Jacob Skillin were the scorers, and they remain in a mid-table
position in the County League.

us to give a talk on her novels that are all based on the Romney Marsh, 11am
free entry, refreshments available to purchase.

Falls Awareness Presentaon  Monday 23 March – come along and hear how
to stay safe whilst moving about, given by Mr Peter Ellis, from The Falls Prevention
Service. 11am free entry, refreshments available to purchase.
Easter Eggstravaganza  Monday 30 March – why not pop in and join the fun
as we start our Easter Eggstravanza running until Thursday 9th April. We have a
giant soft toy bunny, which needs a name, guess the number of eggs in the jar
and a super Rafﬂe. Also we have Easter activities in the Centre from 6th April.
SPRING FAYRE Saturday 16 May

We are now taking bookings for stalls at our Spring Fayre
100 club - our 100 club for 2020-21 starts in April so if you want to be part of
the fun pop in and purchase a number, £12 for the year, with 3 Prizes every
month, £20, £10 and £5.

We are going to hold an auction of items and promises at the Romney Marsh
Day Centre in June, if you have an item or a promise that we can auction please
let me know.
Now that the days are growing longer thought turn to the garden, our plant stall
will soon be out, so if you have spare please drop them along, we will be very
grateful. If you have any suggestions for future activities at the centre, or you have
a hobby that you would be willing to come and share, or tell us about, please
do contact me. We want to facilitate things you want to do. This is your Centre.
For more information please contact: Pearl Woodhams (Fundraising and Events
Co-ordinator) Email: pearl.woodhams@rmdc.org.uk Tel: 01797 363888
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 20th February
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Crafts 'N' Laughs, Heysham Hall,
Lydd-on-Sea, 10 a.m. - 12 noon.
(New members welcome)
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15 a.m.
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30 p.m.
‘Treasure Aye-Lydd’ Pantomime,
Lydd Community Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Friday 21st February
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate,
St Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Martello Tower No. 24 Dymchurch, open
following restoration, 12 noon - 2 p.m.
St. Mary's Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1 - 4 p.m.
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2 - 4 p.m.
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6 p.m.
(7-10 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall,
6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30 p.m.
(11-15 years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30 p.m.
‘Treasure Aye-Lydd’ Pantomime,
Lydd Community Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Saturday 22nd February
Pancake Coffee Morning,
St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
‘Treasure Aye-Lydd’ Pantomime, Lydd
Community Hall, 1.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.

NRCS 'Dixie Night', The Ship Hotel, New
Romney, 7 p.m. (Tickets £15 inc. light snacks
& refreshments)

Romney Marsh Walking Society, Lyminge
Forest Car Park, 11 a.m. (4 miles)

Monday 24th February

Woman's Wednesday Club, Heysham Hall,
Lydd-on-Sea, 2 - 4 p.m.

Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 10 a.m.
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church,
10 a.m.
Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30 a.m.
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 1.15 - 3.45 p.m.
Tea & Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30 p.m.
New Romney History Society, Old School,
7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 25th February
Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10 a.m.
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Church
Hall, 10 a.m.
Exercise/Movement to Music, St. Mary's Bay
Village Hall, 10.15 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
The Games Club, Heysham Hall, Lydd-onSea, 2 - 4 p.m. (New members welcome)
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
5.30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh Community
Church, New Romney, 6.30 p.m. (16 years
plus)
New Romney Craft Group, Old School,
7 p.m.

Wednesday 26th February
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village Hall,
9.30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café, Hythe,
2 p.m.

Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
(* By appointment only)
Thursdays: Footcare* 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tai Chi 9.30 - 10.45 a.m. Seated Tai Chi
11 - 12 noon.
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month:
Hearbase Clinic 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Fridays: Hearing Aid battery service
9 - 11 a.m. ICT Rehab Clinic 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Mondays: Ultrasound Clinic* 9 a.m.
onwards. Tone Up & Tighten Up 9 - 10 a.m.
Footcare Clinic 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Dover
Counselling Service* 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
NHS Weight Management* 1.30 3 p.m.
1st Monday of month:
Hearing Aid Clinic* 9 - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid Battery Service
9 - 11 a.m. NHS Health Walk 10 a.m.
NHS Lifestyle Advisors 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Stop Smoking Clinic* 12.30 - 4.30 p.m.
3rd Tuesday of month:
Hearing Aid Clinic* 9 - 11 a.m.
Wednesdays: Dover Counselling Service*
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Tone Up & Tighten Up
9.30 - 10.30 a.m. Seated Exercise Class
11 a.m. - 12 noon. Pilates 4.15 - 5.15 p.m.

Romney Marsh
Flower Arrangers
At our February meeting we all
made lovely spring baskets using
wire instead of oasis as this takes
along time to decompose and
ﬂower arrangers are trying to
avoid using oasis now whenever
possible. It was lovely to see so
many members and some joining
members.

demonstrator so we can all relax
and enjoy the afternoon! Visitors
all welcome with refreshments
available.

Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 11th March 2.00pm
for 2.30pm at St Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, which is a guest

For more information, contact Gill
on, 01797 367258 or Carol 01797
363662. Look forward to seeing
you.
Wednesday 19th February 2020
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New Romney Fire Brigade
The New Romney Fire Brigade
dates to back the middle of the
19th Century.
In the 1920s, the main brigade for
the Marsh was Lydd and they
trained the New Romney
ﬁreﬁghters. In the 1930s, the New
Romney headquarters were in a
small building alongside the
Assembly Rooms and the appliance
was a small handcart and pump
and six lengths of hose.
At the outbreak of the Second
World War, the local Auxiliary Fire
Service was formed, a branch of the
National Fire Service. By this time,
the appliance was a Morris van
with a small pump. The Ofﬁcer in
Charge was Charlie Carey, it was
commanded by Bill Savage and the
ﬁre station was located in a Nissan
Hut, opposite the Church in Church
Road (where the car park is today).
Other members of the service
included Ted Bolton, David Day,
Bert Humphery, Bernie Messenger,

Jack Polden, Charlie Ralph and Tom
Wimble. In those days, the siren
was used to alert the ﬁremen (as
well as an imminent air-raid),
although ﬁre bells were installed in
some of the ﬁremen’s houses. In
1948, the local service came under
the auspices of the newly formed
Kent Fire Brigade. Charlie Carey
retired in 1950.
By the end of the 1940s, most of the
auxiliary war-time ﬁremen had
retired and Ken Snoad took over as
Ofﬁcer in Charge of the local Fire
Brigade in 1950. Jack Polden took
over a year later. Jack had joined
the Auxiliary service in 1940 and
didn’t retire until 1968 and was the
longest serving member of the
station. At the beginning of the
1950s, it was apparent that the old
ﬁre station building opposite the
church was too small and outdated
and a new station was needed. The
new ﬁre station was built by Ellis
Bros. in 1956 and cost approx.
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£4,000. The station now acquired
a new Commer ﬁre engine and
Kent House next door was built for
the Station Commander. The new
ﬁre station was opened in May of
that year (see the photo) by Sir
Denys Stocks, C.B., O.B.E. with the
Mayor, Norman Grubb and the
Vicar, Rev. John Stuart Martin in
attendance. The ﬁremen at the time
included Ernie Adams, Sid
Aldridge, Ted Bolton, Bert Clayson,
Harry Davis, David Day, Bernie
Messenger, Harry and Ron Miller,
Sid Morris and Les Patterson. Ted
Bolton and Jack Polden were both
presented with Long Service and
Good Conduct Medals at the
opening ceremony.
During the ﬁfties, New Romney
ﬁremen
entered
various
competitions and they were
runners-up a couple of times in the
National Quiz Competition for
retained ﬁremen and in 1959, they
won the competition. The team

included Ernie Adams, Ted Bolton,
Harry Miller, Ron Miller, Les
Patterson and George Wimble.
From the 1970s onwards, the station
was served by more modern Dennis
ﬁre appliances which were
acquired at fairly regular intervals.
In the 1980s, the station was
twinned with Roderath ﬁre station, a
small village in Germany.
One feature of the 1980s and
1990s was the ‘Services Day’ that
were held to raise funds for the
brigade. The ﬁrst in 1989 was
opened by the boxer, Terry Marsh,
and included a large display of
vintage ﬁre vehicles and £5,000
was raised. Rupert Baker the actor
opened the next one in 1991, but
probably the largest one was held
over two days in 1993. This was
opened by Simon Weston the
Falklands War veteran and this
event included an Air Display.
£9,000 was raised from this event.

CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP
Electoral Rolls. All Anglican churches will be renewing their
electoral rolls this Spring. EVERYONE has to renew their
name every time, no names are carried forward. All
worshippers are invited onto the roll, the only conditions are
that you are over 16, baptised, and have attended your
church regularly over the last 6 months. There are NO
residential qualiﬁcations. Forms are available in the churches,
or ask your warden for one. You will only be allowed to vote
at the AGM if you name is on the new roll.
Food Banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from 5.307pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from 6.30-7.30pm.
If you have problems feeding your family, you can obtain the
necessary vouchers from the Community church on 01797
366855 or Rev Chris in Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the time, and they have a list of
immediate necessities including tablet soap, long life juice,
shaving foam, long grained rice, instant mashed potato,
Tinned fruit and savoury snacks (pretzels, crisps etc) Small
packets of LL milk and juice, sugar or tins of beans are
welcome, for single people. Many church have collections
points, and all tinned and packet food, well in date, is
welcome, but at the moment, they DO NOT need tinned
beans or soup, teabags and vegs and pulses.
From January 1, all the parishes on the Marsh, 14 in all, are
now one beneﬁce, and the process has begun of ﬁnding a
parish priest to oversee all the work in the churches. Rev Chris
will continue to look after the present 6 parishes in the western
part of beneﬁce, Lydd, Greatstone, Dungeness, Brenzett,
Brookland and Snargate.

Brenzett, St Eanswith.
Plans are in progress to have a Good Friday service in St
Eanswith on April 10th.

Brookland, St Augustine.
Next midweek communion is on Wednesday, February 19th
at 6.30pm.
Village Hall Market. The next one will be held on Saturday,
March 7th 10am-noon. Usual wide variety of stalls, with
delicious refreshment. Help is needed to put the tables away
afterwards, if anyone is willing to help. It is only half hour.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
The summer event, Plants, Ploughmans and Pimms, may be
some months away, (May 17th) but green ﬁngered friends
are already planning planting schemes, and deciding what
to grow. The plant stall is becoming more and more successful,
so if you would like to put in an order for bedding or other
plants, ring Gina on 01303 872341 or Heather on 01303
873781. All donations of plants very welcome at the time.
CARM meeting point, now meets in the Shepherd and Crook
pub on the 3rd Wednesday in the month, from 11am- 1pm,
so the next one will be on February 19th. Refreshments are
£1 for coffee or tea and biscuits, and you can then stay and
have a pub lunch if you wish.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
There will be a craft fair in the Village Hall on Orgarwick
Avenue, on Saturday, March 21, from 10am-2pm. Sales
tables are available for £10. To book ring Chris Clark on
07740 395497. All welcome to make this a very special
occasion and support the church.
More social events are planned in coming months, to help the
church, and ﬁnish off the heating project, which has been so
beneﬁcial. There will be a Lent bible study course, taking place
in St Nicholas meeting room on Tuesdays at 10am, and
Wednesdays at the vicarage, 135, High Street, Dymchurch.
The studies start from March 3rd/4th and continue until
March 31st/April 1st. If would like to think through something
deeper than giving up chocolate for Lent, ring John
Richardson on 01303 980027.

Fairﬁeld, St Thomas.

choir based at St Mary in the Marsh church, raised nearly
£6,000 for charity last year, and they have raised £33,400
in the last 10 years.
See note at top of column about the reorganisation of all
parishes on the Marsh.

Sunday, March 1st. 10am Holy Communion.

Romney Marsh Community Church.

Greatstone, St Peter’s.

The church meets for worship every Sunday morning at
10.30am. The worship is a mixture of modern and traditional,
and part of the service, youngsters can leave for speciﬁc age
related groups. All helpers are police checked, and well
equipped to serve the needs of the age group concerned.
There are youth and children’s groups, for all ages, running
throughout the weekdays, so if you are interested ring church
ofﬁce on 01797 366855.
Alpha Course. Ever had questions about Christianity, but been
too shy to ask? This course could be for you. These are on
Wednesday evenings, from 7pm, and started on January
22nd. Every session is stand alone, so you can pick up the
course, even if you haven’t been to them all. They always
start with something to eat, involve a video, and a free and
easy discussion, where questions and doubts are welcomed.
Ring above number for more details.
There is a food bank in the church, on Tuesdays from 5.307pm. See header item at top of column for details.

St Monica’s RC church.
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm, Thursday morning mass at 10am.
Vigil, the evening before Holy Days of Obligation, at 7.30pm.

Progress is continuing well on the new hall, while the old one
is still in use.
Film Shows. These are held on the ﬁrst Monday afternoon of
each month, in St Peter’s hall . The next one will be on March
2nd. The hall opens at 1.45 for 2 pm start. Call Tricia, church
warden, on 01797 363002 for this month’s title. These are
proving quite popular and a good cross section of different
types of ﬁlm are shown.
Pebbles Dementia Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd and 4th
Thursday of each month a dementia café takes place from
10.30am-noon, so the next one will be on February 27 , from
10.30-midday. Anyone interested may come along, carers
and those with dementia and memory problems, or anyone
with queries on the subject.
First Craft Market of the year by Marsh Makers in the church
hall on Saturday, March 7, from 10am-2pm. Many homemade items for sale, including knitting, crochet, sewing, shell
and beach craft, cards, glass art, wood turning, baking,
cakes and savouries, and preserves, both traditional and chilli
based. All invited to come along, and enjoy a friendly
morning, and see some unique ideas for gifts or to treat
yourself.

Lydd All Saints.
The food bank takes place on Fridays from 6.30-7.30pm. See
article heading for further details.
Help with magazine. Nigel Evenden has helped with the
parish magazine for more years than he can remember, and
he is looking to retire completely at the end of the year. The
magazine needs someone to look after the advertising side,
and send out renewals every year, and another person to
coordinate distribution through a band of volunteers. If you,
or anyone you know might like to help in this way, ring Nigel
on 01797 321684, or email claret1912nigel@aol.com
Retreat Day. A retreat day, entitled “Healing Through
thanksgiving” is to be held on Wednesday, March 11th in All
saints from 10am-4pm. Led by Hilary Hills, Assistant chaplain
at the Living Well, Diocesan healing Centre. All welcome if
you fancy a day of quiet and thought, in a noisy world. Entry
by donation, and please bring a packed lunch. For more
information, and to book contact Les Carter on 01797 320108.

Methodist Church.

Snargate, St Dunstans.
Next service on Sunday, February 23rd, at 9am, and will be
Holy Communion.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
Saturday, February 22nd. Pancake coffee morning. 10amnoon. £1 entrance donation, and extra for pancakes. Rafﬂe
and other stalls and plenty of laughs!
Monday, February 24th. Tea and bingo, 2.30pm in the
church hall. £1 entrance, and bingo tickets for sale. All
welcome to a fun afternoon.

St Mary in the Marsh.
The monthly coffee mornings and book sales have started and
the next one will be on Saturday, March 7thand they will
continue throughout the summer.
The churchyard has been identiﬁed as rich in wildlife, and the
Fifth continent project have roped off areas in the churchyard
to be maintained as rich in wild ﬂowers, to help the natural
world, and enhance the beauty of the churchyard for people.
Volunteers are always welcome to help with this project of
enhancing our churchyards. Ring 07799 887335 if
interested.

Church Chuckle

New Romney, St Nicholas.

A disillusioned vicar woke up one Sunday
morning, and decided he did not fancy doing his
morning service. So he rang his curate and said
he was not well, and could he take the service.
The curate was happy to help. Up in heaven, St
Peter was angry with God. “You’ve got to punish
him, God, a man of the cloth, telling lies like that,
and shirking his duties” “Don’t worry” said God
“ I have it under control”
The vicar went out and had a round of golf on his
own. His couldn’t believe his performance. He had
3 holes in 1, and a score that was 10 or 15 points
better than his PB. St Peter was fuming, “God, how
come you let him have such a marvellous morning?”
God just smiled and said “And who is he going to tell?”

Advance notice. On March 28th in the church, there will be
a charity concert by the Haywardians Choir. This is the New
Romney Mayor charity concert for the year. The Haywardians

Wit and Wisdom

A Toddler group, Little Chicks, takes place in the church hall
on Wednesdays in term time from 10am –noon. Fully
registered with qualiﬁed and police checked staff, and wide
range of age appropriate place equipment. Just drop in if
interested.
World Day of Prayer. This event, which used to be called
Woman’s world day of prayer, takes place on March 6th at
2pm, for 2.15pm start. It is a worldwide, women led day of
prayer and this year the prayers are prepared by the women
of Zimbabwe, who have suffered much in recent years. It is
ecumenical, and is celebrated in over 170 countries. So all
are welcome, men and women of all ages. The ring of prayer
goes on for 36 hours around the world.

A smile is the curve that sets things straight.
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