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Could the Coronavirus be
crippling for our community?
A lot has been written about the
Coronavirus over the past six
weeks, but how will it affect us on
a local level?
The alarm was raised to The Looker
when it was reported that a chemist in
Hythe had sold out of face masks.
Although another local chemist stated
that the virus is air-born and as such,
a face mask that allows the flow of air
through a filter would not actually
prevent the spread of the virus.
The condition known by its medical
name of Covid-19, is a strain of flu
which has had a rapid spread over
the last six weeks and has had a
massive impact on the global
economy with the UK stock market
taking a 10% drop in share prices in
one week. Locally, some businesses
are already feeling the hit, with
members of staff who have travelled
to affected places, deciding to ‘selfquarantine’ for the recommended
14-day period.
Air travel is said to be the biggest risk
of spreading the virus and a Home
Office statement as we were going to

press said that should the outbreak
turn into a pandemic, flights could be
halted. Already some major sporting
events have been cancelled and the
opening three races of the Formula
One season are coming under
increasing threat of cancellation. The
Chinese Grand Prix has already been
postponed but the spread of the virus
in Italy and Japan has resulted in
concern that the races in Australia,
Bahrain and Vietnam may also be
affected. Although this may sound like
a subject that does not affect people
on Romney Marsh, it is. Peter Hollis,
who runs an online sports travel
agency, has already had to refund
218 people who had booked, with
the worry that he may not be able to
recover his costs.
Other local travel businesses including
Saga, one of the district’s largest
employers has posted advice for
travellers within their holiday group
saying: “We are continuing to closely
monitor the outbreak of the
coronavirus. We will continue to
follow the advice of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) for all

countries that we visit, and we are
liaising closely with our Agents in these
destinations to ensure that we only visit
Countries where it is safe to do so.”
A list of countries that Saga visit and
are currently impacted by a change
to FCO travel advice was listed on the
company’s website. The company
recommended that customers visit this
website regularly as the situation is
evolving on a daily basis. The travel
firm stated that, ‘Where holidays are
impacted, we will be in touch with all
guests in the coming days to offer
alternative holiday arrangements.’
Customers who had booked trips to
China have been told that the FCO
continues to advise against all but
essential travel to that country. All
departures until the end of June have
been cancelled and guests have been
contacted.
The Looker has had a number of
people contact us about the virus, with
one person (who asked us not to print
their name) saying: ‘This Coronavirus
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Looker Party Night exceeds all expectations
By Sarah White
With the weather outside as bad as
it had been for the past three weeks,
with Storm ‘Jorge’ doing its best to
disrupt everyone’s weekend, it may
have been cold and wet outside, but
the temperature inside the St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall was hot, with scores
of people enjoying the first Looker
Party Night which also helped to
raise over £500 for the New
Romney Day Centre.

ticket sales going better than thought,
it was decided to add some
additional entertainment.

hoped to have some live
entertainment again, with more
information being available in the
next edition of The Looker.

The Looker hopes to make this a
regular event with monthly party nights
up until June and then taking a break
until the autumn. The one theme is that
each party night will be a ‘Golden
Oldies Party Night’ playing music from
the 50s through to the 90s. Look out
for tickets for the next event which once
again will be available through The
Looker office or from Beachside
Stores, St. Mary’s Bay or the Premier
Stores in New Romney. But after the
success of the first night, get them quick
as they will surely sell out quickly!.

David had worked with local singer
Peter Dinsley some 18 years earlier,
when he managed him through his
entertainment agency. David told us
that Peter was the ‘obvious choice’
saying: “Peter and I had enjoyed a
number of years performing all over
Europe in hotels and cruise ships and
thought he was just what the party
needed. Everyone on the night said it
was just the right mix of music and lots
of people were on the floor dancing
from the very beginning of the
evening.”
The format of the event was set around
an ‘American Supper’, with people
bringing their own food and drink.
Ticket sales were good with many
people having individual groups of
between 4 and 15 people.
The act for the third party night has
already been arranged with Robbie
Williams Tribute act Jason Parnell
already booked for the night. This will
be on Saturday, 2nd May.

Looker Editor David Wimble said:
“I have been doing discos for over
35 years now and wanted to have a
traditional party night with a one ticket
price and with everyone bringing their
own food and drink to make it truly
affordable. When I came up with the
idea, I did not know if it would prove
popular or not, but thought it must be
worth a go.”
With a couple of local ticket outlets
and an initial batch of tickets printed,
it was hoped to sell at least 100 tickets
to cover the costs etc. and to make a
small donation to the charity. After the
initial announcement was made and
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One of the groups who came enmass was the ‘Romney Marsh Litter
Pickers’, who have been chosen for
the next party night as the recipients
of the raffle. The date for this will be
Saturday the 4th of April and it is

Wednesday 4th March 2020

Thank you to everyone who helped
make this such a huge success and we
are all looking forward to the next
one! See you all on April the 4th.
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EDITOR’S WORD

Welcome to Issue 244!
I really am not sure where the two weeks between each edition goes.
No sooner am I out and about delivering copies of The Looker across
the district, I am already starting the latest edition.

continued from Page 1
is a lot of hype. The government
should be concentrating on all the
people who are dying in our country
every week through the winter from
standard flu. At least 600 people die
from this each year and yet you do
not hear about that. You might say that
I am being a conspiracy theorist, but
it’s a good way taking you eye off of
other world affairs!’.
The Looker went on the World Health
Authority website and took these basic
hints as to how to protect yourself from
the risk of contracting the Virus.
Basic protective measures against the
Coronavirus. Stay aware of the latest
information on the COVID-19
outbreak, available through your
national and local public health
authority and on national media.
COVID-19 is still affecting mostly
people in China with some outbreaks
in other countries. Most people who
become infected experience mild
illness and recover, in the same way
that you would if you suffer from a
mild flue. But it can be more severe for
others. Take care of your health and
protect others by doing the following:
Wash your hands frequently.
Regularly and thoroughly clean your
hands with an alcohol-based hand
rub or wash them with soap and
water. Why? Washing your hands
with soap and water or using alcoholbased hand rub kills viruses that may
be on your hands.
Maintain social distancing. Maintain
at least 1 metre (3 feet) distance

between yourself and anyone who is
coughing or sneezing. Why? When
someone coughs or sneezes, they
spray small liquid droplets from their
nose or mouth which may contain
virus. If you are too close, you can
breathe in the droplets, including the
COVID-19 virus if the person
coughing has the disease.

The problem is that the one thing you cannot guarantee is that there is
something to report on. You may have heard of the term a ‘No News
week’. Well although it is horrible when there is a major incident or a
big storm, this time of the year there are not many news worthy events.
I sometimes have complaints that there is too much council-based
news in each edition! Well if I did not have that to put in, sometimes
the paper would only be about 24 pages. The other thing is we have
expanded into Folkestone, so although some people regard The
Looker as a Romney Marsh centred publication, we have to cover the
whole district.

Avoid touching eyes, nose and
mouth. Why? Hands touch many
surfaces and can pick up viruses.
Once contaminated, hands can
transfer the virus to your eyes, nose or
mouth. From there, the virus can enter
your body and can make you sick.

We are still having the uphill struggle of trying to find someone who
would like to sell advertising for us and we are still looking for
someone. This job would be suitable for someone with experience of
selling and maybe even someone who has retired, but would like
about two days a week’s work, which can be totally flexible. If you
are interested, please let me know at david@thelooker.co.uk

Practice respiratory hygiene. Make
sure you, and the people around you,
follow good respiratory hygiene. This
means covering your mouth and nose
with your bent elbow or tissue when
you cough or sneeze. Then dispose of
the used tissue immediately. Why?
Droplets spread virus. By following
good respiratory hygiene you protect
the people around you from viruses
such as cold, flu and COVID-19.

I would like to add my thanks to everyone who attended our first ever
Looker Party Night last Saturday at St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall. I think
it’s fair to say it was a great success and we had to stop selling tickets
as we reached the full capacity for the hall. Peter Dinsley was an
added treat for the people who booked tickets and we hope to have
more live entertainment at following party nights. I am also happy that
we managed to raise over £500 for the New Romney Day Centre.
The next Party Night is on Saturday the 4th of April with the local
group of The Romney Marsh Litter Pickers being the benefactors.

If you have fever, cough and difficulty
breathing, seek medical care early.
Stay home if you feel unwell. If you
have a fever, cough and difficulty
breathing, seek medical attention and
call in advance. Follow the directions
of your local health authority. Why?
National and local authorities will
have the most up to date information
on the situation in your area. Calling
in advance will allow your health care
provider to quickly direct you to the
right health facility. This will also
protect you and help prevent spread
of viruses and other infections.

Finally, I would like to thank Ross Travis who helped me with the disco,
Sarah White with the promotion, Beachside Stores and Premier
Newsagents for selling the tickets and Tracy Bartlett for looking after
the raffle. And most importantly all the people who attended.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

We will publish more information about future live acts in the next
edition, but tickets will sell fast so get yours early. You can pre order
them at 01797 364837. The show for the 2nd of May is also going to
be great with a Robbie Williams Tribute Act.
That’s all for now, happy reading.

David Wimble and all of the Looker Team

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Washing machine used for
money laundering
by Jan Holben

Following an ongoing investigation into money
laundering detectives from the Economic Crime
Unit found thousands of pounds inside a
Washing Machine in a Cheriton home recently.
Early on 19th February, using a search warrant,
detectives entered a property in Ilex Road,
Cheriton and after searching the property found
a significant amount of cash which had been

stashed in the washing machine. Other items
found at the property and seized included; crystal
ware, jewellery and a Rolex watch - all suspected
of being linked to criminal activity.
A women, 22 years old, was arrested in
connection with the incident, and has since been
released pending further enquiries.

Do you have a story to tell about
the Channel Tunnel?
Kent residents are being asked to
help with a countywide history
project about the Channel Tunnel.
The Kent History and Library Centre in
Maidstone already holds a
fascinating collection demonstrating
the various processes carried out
when planning the tunnel itself and the
Channel Tunnel Rail Link.
The records there include items
ranging from archaeological reports
to promotional material.
However, staff at the KHLC are keen
add a “personal” touch illustrating
what the Channel Tunnel scheme
meant to residents at the time and how
some of them were involved.

Project Archivist Olivia Weekes said:
“We want to add the public’s stories
to the collection to create a full and
personal history of the project and
what it means to them.
“We are looking for people who were
involved with or affected by the
construction, and who are willing to be
interviewed by a member of our team.
We will record the interviews and they
will be preserved within the collection
for the use of future generations.”
Residents willing to be part of this
Channel Tunnel “Echoes” Project are
asked
to
contact
Olivia.weekes@kent.gov.uk or you
can call her on 03000 410829.

Olivia Weekes at work on the Channel Tunnel “Echoes” Project
Page 4
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Folkestone bar loses
licencing appeal
A restaurant owner’s appeal against
a Folkestone & Hythe District Council
(F&HDC) planning decision has
been dismissed by a government
appointed inspector.
The Planning Inspectorate’s dismissal
of George Lim’s appeal about the
Bank Bar premises in Castle Hill
Avenue, Folkestone, follows a threeday public inquiry in October (2019).

Cllr Clive Goddard (pictured), chair
of the F&HDC Planning Committee,
said:
“The
appellant had
to prove that
the change of
use of part of
the basement
to a bar had
taken place
and
continued for a
period of 10 years.
“The inspector found that the
appellant had failed to demonstrate
this in a precise and unambiguous
way and that the Bank Bar is not a
separate planning unit but part of a
larger planning unit forming a mixed
use.

Council planners had refused Mr
Lim’s application for a certificate of
lawful use for the basement premises
to be used as a separate planning unit
from the Kalala restaurant. This would
have enabled it to continue operating
as a late-night bar without any
restrictions on opening hours.
The Bank Bar had closed in March
2018 when the licence was
suspended following complaints
about noise and disturbance.

7KLV:LQWHU

“We are very pleased with the
decision. It follows years of
collaborative working by officers
within the planning, environmental
health and licensing departments with
councillors and local residents.
Together we have achieved a good
outcome for residents who were
suffering as a result of the noise and
anti-social behaviour that was
associated with the use as a bar.”

0HPEHUVKLSRIWKH&KDPSLRQVKLS/LQNVIURP 
0HPEHUVKLSRIWKH:DUUHQIURP 
:LQWHUJUHHQIHHV&KDPSLRQVKLS/LQNV 
:LQWHUJUHHQIHHV:DUUHQ&RXUVH :LQWHU
6RFLHWLHV&KDPSLRQVKLS/LQNVIURP 
:DUUHQ&RXUVHIURP 
&RDFKLQJDYDLODEOHIRUDOOOHYHOV DOODJHV

7KLQN/LQNV

Littlestone Golf Club
Championship Links Since 1888

,QVWJUDPOLWWOHVWRQHJROIFOXE
7ZLWWHU )DFHERRN#OLWWOHVWRQHJF

6W$QGUHZV5RDG/LWWOHVWRQH.HQW715% LQIR#OLWWOHVWRQHJROIFOXERUJXN ZZZOLWWOHVWRQHJROIFOXERUJXN
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Joanna Lumley
Memorial Fund –
handover of second
computer project
by Jan Holben
UK project coordinator and trustee
Ray Johnson is delighted to
announce, on behalf of the Gurkha
Memorial Fund, that the second
computer project for schools in
Nepal – the Joanna Lumley
Computer Technology Centre – was
inaugurated recently.
The handover Ceremony was
arranged and commissioned by our
sister group The Gurkha Memorial
Foundation Nepal and Chairman
Dhan Gurung to the Bir Balabhadra
Secondary School at Thabang
Village in Rolpa District situated within
the western region of Nepal.
His Excellency the Vice President of
Nepal Mr Nanda Bahadur Pun
officially launched this project
alongside the Education Minister Hon
Giriraj Mani Pokhrel and Energy
Minister Hon Barsaman Pun on 23rd
February 2020. The project now
allows the school to enjoy computer
technology facilities to enable
learning and interaction with other
schools including the Turner School
group situated in Folkestone.
Chairman Dhan Gurung commented
“My humble thanks to all my trustees
and respective project teams here in
Nepal and the UK. It was a delight to
see so many excited children
experiencing the marvellous facilities
as well as having the opportunity to
meet officials. We are now hoping to

extend facilities into other locations
with their cooperation. The Deputy
Prime Minister of Nepal also made a
special commitment to ensure
improved satellite links would be
provided to compliment the project
thus ensuring regular connection
speeds which are currently sporadic.”
Ray Johnson commented “This month I
had the pleasure to visit Nepal and it
was so gratifying to see the terrific
outcome of these vital projects. We
continue to link remote schools in Nepal
with the rest of the world and
particularly here in schools in
Folkestone. These facilities offer the
opportunity to improve educational
improvements and future employment
prospects. As with the first project the
usage will also be available to adults.
On this occasion it was wonderful to see
pictures of the children experiencing a
computer for the very first time.”
It is possible to assist our projects by
donating via BACS use reference
GMFC2 to:
• Account Name: Folkestone
Gurkha Memorial Fund
• Sort code: 52-41-42
• Account number: 47201290
or via
www.gurkhamemorialfund.
org.uk, or send cheque to GMF
c/o 34 Julian Road, Folkestone,
CT19 5HW, and state if the
donations can be Gift Aided to raise
a further 25%.

G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Local housing needs survey begins
A housing survey is being
undertaken to find out the local
housing need of residents living close
to the proposed Otterpool Park site.
Starting next week (2 March)
residents in Lympne, Postling,
Saltwood, Sellindge, Stanford and
Aldington will be randomly chosen to
take part in a local housing needs
survey.
The survey has been commissioned
by consultants Quod on behalf of
Folkestone & Hythe District Council.
The survey is being carried out door
to door by independent social
research organisation Opinion
Research Services (ORS).
The results of the project will feed into
the housing strategy for the Otterpool
Park project. This will help shape
portions of the development to reflect
Page 6

the housing types in demand from
local people.
Cllr David Monk, Leader of
Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
added: “Assessing the local housing
need is key to our ambitions for
Otterpool Park. We want the help of
the community to discover what they
really need housing-wise so we can
try to provide solutions.
“We are committed to providing the
homes that people want, whether
these be first homes, family homes or
those for older people who are
considering downsizing. This is the
kind of information we’re eager to
gather so that we can make the right
choices.”
For more information about the
Otterpool Park garden town project
please visit otterpoolpark.org

Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience

MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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Stagecoach takes a tough line
on abusive passengers
by Kim Gandy
Bus company Stagecoach is
determined to put an end to verbal
and physical abuse of their drivers in
a new crackdown launched by the
company.
Joel Mitchell, Managing Director of
Stagecoach South East said: “What
bothers me most is the verbal and
physical assaults experienced by our
drivers when they’re out on the road and what’s most important to me is the

duty of care we have for our 1300 or
so colleagues that work for
Stagecoach South East. Our job as
management is to support our frontline
team. Just as we look after our
customers, it’s important that customers
look after our colleagues too.
“You see the uniform but that’s
somebody’s mum or dad or partner.”
He concluded: “We will no longer
tolerate this kind of behaviour, so we
are doing some great partnership
work with the police. Any kind of

abuse will be taken very seriously.
We have a raft of employee
engagement initiatives and we WILL
prosecute offenders.”
A female member of staff recounted:
“I was driving on one of my usual
routes when a woman tried to board
the bus. It was clear she didn’t have a
ticket. When I said she couldn’t travel
without a ticket, she shouted and
swore at me and spat in my face.”
A male employee recalled: “Every
time I drive to a particular place, I
have a flashback to when I stopped
the bus on a previous journey. Two
guys told me my stop was further
down the road. I tried to be civil, but
they challenged me to a fight saying
they had a knife and if they saw me
again, they would rob and stab me. I
have to drive that route frequently and
worry they will be waiting for me.”
The company has launched a 24/7,
365-day telephone counselling
service for its staff and a YouTube
video showing customers how to use
the bus service was launched last
Summer.
View
at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=AzHgFlwfMxk&t=12s

Looker Comme

It is absolutely astonishing that the
Stagecoach company has felt the
need to compile a video depicting
bus etiquette, in order to impress
upon the public, the importance of
NOT abusing drivers.
What kind of society do we live in
if people must be shown how to
conduct themselves on public
transport?
Of course, the majority of folk DO
treat bus drivers with respect. Once
again, a minority of idiots spoil it for
everybody else. Obviously other
passengers may be scared to get
involved but in this age of
technology any passenger
witnessing an assault should phone
the police, or for less violent but
abusive incidents, or to back up one
you have reported to the police,
please go to
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
regional-help-and-contact/southeast. This will ultimately help with
any ensuing prosecution.

Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Further change made to F&HDC cabinet
There have been further changes to
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council’s Cabinet membership with
Cllr Ray Field taking up a position.

Access and Security, Information
Technology and the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA).

This follows the pioneering cross-party
approach implemented at the start of
February which gave other parties an
opportunity to be represented on
Cabinet, giving them direct
involvement in executive decisionmaking.

Leader of Folkestone & Hythe District
Council and Leader of the
Conservative group, Cllr David
Monk, said: “I'm delighted that Cllr
Field will be joining my Cabinet. I am
confident that Cllr Field will excel in
his new role overseeing an important
portfolio area.”

Cllr Field will be responsible for the
Digital Transformation this includes
Customer Services, Information

Cllr Field was invited onto the Cabinet
as a Labour member and has since
become an Independent. This means

that the council is now made up of 13
Conservative party members, six
Green party members, five Labour
party members and two independent
members.
The members of Cabinet and their
portfolios will be as follows:
Cllr David Monk (Con) - Leader of the
Council
Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee (Con) - Deputy
Leader and Cabinet Member for
Communities
Cllr David Godfrey (Con) - Cabinet
Member for Housing, Transport and
Special Projects

Cllr Stuart Peall (Con) - Cabinet
Member for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste and Building Control
Cllr John Collier (Con) - Cabinet
Member for Property Management and
Grounds Maintenance
Cllr David Wimble (Independent) Cabinet Member for the District Economy
Cllr Lesley Whybrow (Green) Cabinet Member for the Environment
Cllr Tim Prater (Lib Dem) - Cabinet
Member for Revenues, Benefits, AntiFraud and Corruption
Cllr Ray Field (Independent) - Cabinet
Member for Digital Transformation

More information about councillors
and their responsibilities can be found
at: folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/yourcouncil/your-councillors

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30 Years
Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

Teaching children
how to be safe
Hundreds of children have been
learning about being safe in a range
of different situations at an event
part-funded by Folkestone & Hythe
District Council.
The council provided funding of £3,500
towards the Safety In Action interactive
workshops for 689 year six children
from local schools at the Three Hills
Sports Park in Folkestone.

The sessions this week (24 to 27
February 2020) have been teaching
children about avoiding potentially
dangerous situations and dealing with
the issues they may face as they become
more independent and prepare for
transition to secondary school.
After visiting the event Cllr Jenny
Hollingsbee, Cabinet Member for
Communities at Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, said: “The range of
Page 8

activities was fantastic and it was great
to see how engaged the children were
and how much they interacted with
those presenting the workshops in terms
of the questions that they asked..
“This is a hugely worthwhile and project
and I would like to thank all those who
have given their time to give some very
important safety advice to children from
across the district.”
Organised by Salus, an Ashford-based
organisation which offers a range of
programmes for young people, the
children took part in different safety
scenarios, including drugs and alcohol
awareness, online safety, fire safety and
first aid.
The workshops, which take place
all over the county, are also supported
by Kent Police, British Transport Police,
Kent Fire and Rescue Service, the
RNLI, Kent County Council and
other organisations.

Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Towering success for Martello restoration
by Andrew South

Taking the Fifth Continent Project’s
mission to ‘Restore, Rediscover and
Reclaim’, the Friends of Martello 24
have risen to the challenge on all
three counts with the restoration of
the historic Tower in Dymchurch
village centre.
At last week’s unveiling event, Kent’s
Deputy Lieutenant Brigadier Nick
Baveystock lent his considerable wit
and charm to the traditional cutting of
the ribbon to mark the end of
extensive remedial work, and signal
the start of the 2020 season of public
opening in April.
“As a Royal Engineer, I have studied
the history of attacking and defensive
constructions such as the Martello
towers, and recognise the importance
of being able to show the engineers
of the future how these things
worked,” he said. “We need to create
spaces like this and this is a wonderful
place to do it.”
Brigadier Baveystock’s pedigree in
engineering made him the ideal
choice to do the honours on this
occasion, having commanded
regiments in Kosovo, Bosnia and Iraq
in a 25-year army career, and has
been Director General of the
Institution of Civil Engineers since
2011.

Brig. Nick Baveystock inspects the
New Romney Sea Cadet Band
Martello Tower 24 is owned by
national charity English Heritage
which cares for more than 400
historic buildings, monuments and
sites, and the Dymchurch icon is
managed by the fantastic Friends of
Martello 24 which was established as
a charity in 2017.
It was the tenacity and vision of
number of individuals within the
Dymchurch Parish Council and
Dymchurch & District Heritage Group
which led to regular weekend
opening of the Tower in 2018, and it
soon became one of the most visited
of English Heritage’s ‘free to enter’
properties.

The group had identified the
possibilities of the Tower for engaging
residents and visitors in the history of
the site, and the building’s restoration
was the result of a £160,000
programme of improvements, which
shows the scale of importance
attached to this site.
The Tower is uniquely presented in as
close to its original condition as
possible, and remains the best
surviving example of its type out of the
74 towers built between 1805 and
1812 along the south coast in
preparation for a possible invasion
from Napoleon’s massed French
army on the other side of the Channel.
Following the formalities, guests were
treated to a tour of the Tower to see
for themselves the scale of work
undertaken to improve the condition
of the building. This would have been
immediately apparent to anyone who
had visited the site before the work.
“The main problem was that of water
ingress,” explained Project Manager
from English Heritage, Deb Beeson.
“They weren’t really worried about
the welfare of the soldiers at that time
– the priority was to get the Tower up.
The majority of the work has taken
place on the roof with repointing and
mortar repair and the replacement of
bricks.”
Other work included new windows,
timber repairs and the removal of
mould. On the roof itself, tenacious
plants growing out of the crumbling
mortar had been removed and the
water gulley rejuvenated.
“The key issue was that the drainage
system flowed through the interior of
the building and not through external
drainpipes that we used today,”
explained Marcus House, the Site
Manager
from
Gransden
Construction who undertook the work.
“The project presented some unique
challenges, for example it wasn’t just
a case of replacing the stone slab
around the drainage pipe, we had to
remove all the stonework around the
area in order to gain access. And the
lead pipe didn’t go straight down
either, it went in a zig-zag pattern.

FoM24 Chairman, Richard Blackwell, presents the Brigadier with a
painting of the Tower

“We have to decide how we are
going to communicate the history of
Martello 24 to visitors in as clear and
informative way as possible,”
explained Alison Naylor, Free Sites
Partnership Manager for English
Heritage in south east England. “So
we’ll be looking at this over the next
few months to decide what sort of
graphics and displays will be best.”
The Friends of Martello 24 hope to
secure funding for the interpretation
from local and county councils.
After the main business of the day, it
was time to repair to the ‘Hidden
Treasure’, which opened in August
2019, all of a 30-second stroll from
the Tower, and never was there a
micropub more suitably named. With
their emphasis on simple and friendly
service in relaxed surroundings,
owners Andy and Lucy offer wines,
gins, ciders and beers from local
breweries such as Hop Fuzz and
Romney Marsh Brewery, and
appropriately on this occasion,
the ‘Martello Ale’ thankfully flowed
more readily than the rain through
the
Tower
itself.

(www.thehiddentreasure.co.uk).
A splendid buffet lunch was provided
by the Village Café across the road,
making this occasion yet another
successful local community event for
Dymchurch, which included musical
accompaniment from the New
Romney Sea Cadet Band.
The Martello 24 Tower will open its
solid wooden door to the public once
again every Saturday, Sunday and
Bank Holiday between 2pm and
4pm from April 4th until November
1st. Entrance is free, but well worth an
investment of time to step back in
history to discover one of the most
important examples of Britain’s
coastal defences in a near pristine
condition.
Further information about Martello
Tower 24 can be found at:
www.theromneymarsh.net/friendsof
martello24. Anyone who would like
to help with the Friends’ work, or
perhaps become a volunteer guide
for a couple of hours during
weekends should contact the
Secretary, Peter Faulkner by e-mail at:
peter@martello24.net.

“But it has been an absolute privilege
to have been involved in this project
– it’s great to see the result of our work
over three months,” he said.
Given that the previous couple of
weeks had seen rainfall of biblical
proportions, it was clear that this
extensive work – much of which may
not be immediately evident to the firsttime visitor – had proved worthwhile
in providing a much cleaner and drier
atmosphere for visitors and volunteers
alike.
The next challenge for the project
team will be the best way to tell the
Tower’s story to its visiting public.

Brigadier Baveystock does the honours with Richard Blackwell (Friends of
Martello 24) and Deb Beeson (English Heritage)
Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Georgia keeps super powers
despite having her hair cut
An 18-year-old girl from Ivychurch has helped people
who have lost their hair through Cancer to have a wig
made from natural human hair.
She is Georgia Monkhouse, who studies at Brockhill
Health and Social Care.
Georgia underwent the snip at ‘Trimmings Hair
Salon’ at Haguelands Farm, near Dymchurch
last week.
Salon Owner Faye Trimmings
told The Looker: “I really admire
Georgia for what she has done.
When you have been growing
your hair for so long, it really is quite
an emotional thing to do to have it cut
short. She is amazing!”
Faye went on to say that Georgia had
grown her hair for years so she could
give the ‘Little Princess Trust’ as much
hair as they needed. She is going to
continue growing her
hair and cut again so it
will be a ongoing
thing.”
If you would like to
donate your hair to the
‘Little
Princess
Foundation’, you can
find out how on their
website,
https://www.little
princesses.org.uk/

New computer system for
Dymchurch Heritage Group
The Dymchurch & District Heritage
Group has a new computer system
for managing their local history
collection. It was funded by grants
from two district councillors, Terry
Mullard and Ian Meyers. Our
thanks go to them both for
supporting this important project.
A “Go-Live” event was held on 14th
February to mark the completion of
Phase 1. This was to buy the
equipment, install it in the Group’s
Heritage Room and to use it to
capture an initial set of information
that covered all the various types of
object in the collection.

The key component is a software app
called Community Chest developed
by Archlife Ltd in conjunction with
Smarden Local History Society. The
app holds information about each
object and can include an electronic
copy, e.g. a document, a photo, a
video or an audio recording. The app
also has a powerful search feature
that can locate items of interest, which
can then be read, viewed or listened
to via the electronic copy.
Phase 2 starts now – its aim is to
record the whole of the Group’s
collection. This is likely to take quite
some while!

Heritage Group committee members at the Go-Live event:- Adrian Goodsell,
Colin Walker and Terry Preston together with Councillor Terry Mullard (2nd from the left)
Page 10
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Ray goes solo
A Folkestone Councillor was
suspended by the Folkestone &
Hythe Constituency Labour Party
recently after taking a position on
the council’s cabinet.
The decision to suspend Cllr Ray Field
from the party was given after it was
announced that Cllr Field had agreed
to take up a position on the cabinet.

not leaving the Labour Party, but
accepted the offer so that he could
represent his ward and district within
the cabinet. However, Cllr field was
suspended from the party after
members claim he went against the
party’s manifesto, which promised the
electorate that the party would do
everything it could to block the
Otterpool Park development.
Despite the fact that since joining the
council, many of the members
individually agreed that it was in fact
the best way to meet the current
government housing demands of
delivering over 735 houses a year for
the next 18 years.

Ray Field

Ambitious
year ahead
as council tax
agreed for

Folkestone & Hythe District Council
Leader Cllr David Monk said: “We
have worked hard to create a
balanced budget for 2020/21 and I
am proud to say that it meets our
aspirations for the district, maintains
our existing services and represents a
below inflation increase for residents.

Leader of the council David Monk
extended an offer to leaders of all
political parties to hold a position
within the council. Previously, Mr
Monk had explained that this was the
most diverse council in a generation
and to reflect this it was only fair that
the leaders of all parties should play
a part within the main decisionmaking element of the council, whilst
still maintaining their independent
status when it came to party policy.

Lesley Whybrow
One Labour councillor told The
Looker when the announcement was
made, “Well we did not see that
coming! I should warn that although
they have promised three times more
housing than we wanted, lets see how
they will deliver it?”

2020/21
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
has again kept its council tax
increase under the rate of inflation.
For an average band D home this
will mean an increase of just under
10 pence a week.
A meeting of full council on
Wednesday (19 February) set the
council tax level for the year ahead
after considering capital and revenue
budgets.
The latest Retail Price Index shows
inflation at 2.7 per cent and
councillors agreed to a 1.91 per cent
rise. This means that the average
annual district council element of the
council tax at band D will increase by
just £5.04 to £268.38.
The final bill that people receive will
also show the costs of services for
Kent County Council, the Kent Police
and Crime Commissioner, Kent and
Medway Fire and Rescue Authority,
and for town and parish councils.

“We are investing in local services to
meet the current needs of our residents
across the whole of our district. Yet we
are also looking to the future and
investing in refurbishing existing social
housing and building a further 1,000
homes and ring-fencing funds to
ensure the council meets its net-zero
carbon targets by 2030.”
Also included in the spending plans
for next year are additional
environmental enforcement resources;
increased funding for safeguarding
and community projects; funding for
high streets across the district;
improved maintenance of public
conveniences; investment in the
Folkestone town centre regeneration
scheme; funding to improve the
processing of planning applications
and investment in progressing the
Otterpool Park garden town.

Another big promise by the Labour
Party was for more council owned
housing, with a former Parliamentary
candidate asking for more money to
be invested into the council house
stock and suggesting that 3-400
houses should be delivered. With the
council pledging to deliver 1,300
houses by 2035, this again was seen
as making the party’s nationally led
manifesto look limited in its outlook.

David Monk
The main bone of contention being the
Princes Parade situation and with the
ability to vote against the cabinet, but
to be involved with the major decision
making part of the council. Tim Prater
representing the Liberal Democrats and
Lesley Whybrow from the Green Party
took up their position on the cabinet
assuming the portfolios of Cabinet
Member for Revenues, Benefits, AntiFraud & Corruption for Mr Prater and
Cabinet Member for the Environment
for Mrs Whybrow. The invitation was
extended to Connor McConvill, the
leader of the Folkestone & Hythe
constitutional Labour Party, but was
declined after he was advised from the
central party office in Westminster that
this was not expectable.
Cllr Field told The Looker that he was

Tim Prater
As this story broke, Cllr Field told The
Looker: “I still want to represent the
Labour Party, but should they decide
that it’s not possible, then I will
represent my ward as an
independent. I do not think that
national party politics is relevant on a
local level and I want to deliver the
best district to live, work and play!”

Wednesday 4th March 2020
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National Secondary
Offer Day 2020
More than 94% of pupils will receive
an offer from one of their four
preferred schools this National
Secondary Offer Day despite the
number of families applying for
places increasing by almost 1,000 in
the last two years to the largest
cohort ever.
A total of 21,670 parents/carers
applied for a place for their child in a
Kent school for September 2020,
which is an increase of 939 since 2018
and an additional 197 applications
when compared to last year.

Despite the challenge of the increase
in numbers, 14,095 pupils (77.65% of
the Kent cohort) will be offered a
place at their first preference school,
while 2,120 children (11.68% of the
Kent cohort) will be offered a place at
the school they put as their second
preference.
Richard Long, Kent County Council’s
Cabinet Member for Education and
Skills, said: “I am delighted that,
despite a significant increase in the
number of applications, almost 95%
of families will be offered a place at
one of the four schools they selected,
while more than 77% will be offered
a place at their first preference. I
would like to thank KCC officers and
Kent schools for all their hard work in
making this happen and helping to
ensure Kent children have access to a
rich diversity of good quality schools.
“I am also very pleased that the
percentage of families applying
online has increased again this year,
to 93.85%, which is better for the
environment than using a paper
application form. We will continue to
encourage families who are able to
apply this way to do so in future
years.”
From 4pm today (Monday, March 2)
thousands of families across Kent will
check their emails to find out which
secondary school their children have
been offered a place at for
September this year. From 5pm, those
who applied online will also be able
to log into their accounts to view their
offer. Those who submitted their
applications on a paper form will
receive their offers by post, which will
Page 12

be sent by First Class mail on
Monday, March 2.
Each year there will unfortunately be
a small number of children who are
not offered a place at one of their
preferred schools. KCC will support
these families by ensuring they are
offered a place at an alternative
school. Families in these situations are
advised not to worry as today is only
the first stage of the allocation
process.
Mr Long added: “My colleagues and
I fully understand how disappointed
parents, carers and children will be if
they have not been offered a place at
one of their preferred schools,
however, there are still a number of
options open to them. I would first
advise families visit the school they
have been offered a place at and
speak to the head teacher and staff
before making a decision as they may
well find the school is suitable for their
child. Families should also request to
join the waiting list of any school they
want to continue to be considered for
by Monday, March 16. We will hold
a second round of offers on
Wednesday, April 22 for any spaces
that become available. There is likely
to be considerable movement on
school waiting lists between now and
September. Finally, parents can
appeal direct to the admissions
authority of any school which could
not offer their child a place.
“Throughout the remainder of this
process, KCC staff members are
ready to speak to parents or carers to
answer any questions they may have
as well as offer information, advice
and support, so I would urge anyone
who is concerned to contact them.”
Of the 955 children who were
allocated a place by the Local
Authority this year, just 113 (11.83%)
parents/carers named four eligible
preferred schools on their application
form while 42 (4.40%) didn’t select
any schools their child is eligible to
attend. This makes it very difficult for
officers to identify local schools
because the law requires all named
preferences to be satisfied before
allocations can be made, which often
leaves local schools full. This is why it
is important for families to name four
schools on their application form as
naming fewer will not increase the
chances of being offered a school
they want.
For further advice about the admission
process
please
email:
kent.admissions@kent.gov.uk
For more information on how to join a
waiting list and/or appeal go to:
www.kent.gov.uk/secondary
admissions

Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Lydd’s “community café”
by Kim Gandy
Kerry’s Kitchen was opened by
Kerry Manahan on November 4,
2019 and since its inception has
gone from strength-to-strength,
bringing in custom from far and
wide.

I managed to grab a few minutes’
chat with Kerry, as the sated pancake
gourmets headed for home, and was
delighted to find that Kerry’s Kitchen
is now virtually a community hub.

away. I like it best, though, when they
stay for a chat, especially those who
are widowed or just lonely, through
lack of a social life. Now they are our
friends and enjoy their visits.”
Kerry organises theme days and has
also catered for film companies on
location with such big names as Sir
Paul McCartney, UB40 and Beverley
Knight and Yves St Laurent. She also
covers weddings and festivals.
However, Kerry’s ambition is to reach
out to those who often feel they are on
the outside. Kerry made this clear: “I
like to include everybody, people
from the local care homes, mums, kids,
workers and also people with dogs,
which are welcome too.”

I recently enjoyed Kerry’s after-school
Pancake Day event and tucked into a
delicious home-made pancake with
honey and yummy ice cream.
I observed mums and fresh-out-ofschool kids boisterously tucking into
pancake varieties including fruit,
marshmallows and drizzles of syrup
and all the ‘naughties’ that someone
wanting to lose weight, like me,
should be avoiding.

Kerry’s Kitchen, 3 Park Street,
Lydd TN29 9AY,
telephone 01797 321052.
https://theromneymarsh.net/
kerryskitchen

“There are lots of isolated people
around Lydd”, Kerry told me. “But
there are also local people that make
this a regular haunt after visiting their
various groups. For instance, ladies’
groups and members of the Marsh
Choir often come in for lunch.

I tried to ignore the mega milkshakes
topped with fruit, Maltesers,
chocolate drizzle and all manner of
toppings as they whizzed past me to
the appreciative diners!

come to relax, meet others and enjoy
themselves. We are all friends here.”

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-3pm.
Sunday 9.30am-2.30pm Every first and
third Thursday of the month – 5pm-8pm.

“Among our clientele are bike clubs,
anglers, power station staff, RNLI,
Army, Fire Brigade and Search and
Rescue.”

It was evident during my visit, that
many of her clients were also her new
friends. Community-minded Kerry has
often helped people who want
information or help with filling in a
form. She also has a “corkage
scheme” to raise funds for local
groups such as the Youth Set, which
she recently helped to purchase a
£300 industrial badge-maker.

“And older and vulnerable people
are welcome too,” Kerry smiled. “We
have people who are on their own,
come in here for a chat and a meal.
Sometimes they want to eat at home,
so I cook for them, so they can take it

Her customers are widely varied, from
low income families to professional
and business people. “Everybody is
welcome here”, Kerry smiled. “I’m not
just here to make money. I prefer to
think this is a place local people can

sell your services to
thousands of our readers ...
advertise your business in

For more inFormation
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01797 364387

Telephone:
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M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN
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Pirates a-plenty,
a perplexed parrot
and a pooping cow!
by Kim Gandy
Few things are more depressing than
howling gales and piddling rain in
the middle of February, but the
people of Lydd were given some
light relief from the ghastly weather
in the form of the Marsh Community
Theatre’s production of “Treasure
Aye-Lydd”, loosely based on Robert
Louis Stevenson’s swashbuckling
1883 novel, Treasure Island.
This year’s panto was full of funpacked action, groan-inducing jokes,
cringeworthy one-liners, a somnambulant parrot and a pooping cow.
Some of the cast came from as far away
as Burgess Hill and Brighton to join in
the fun with the local company, which
consists of a range of age groups, from
small children from the local primary
school and scout group, to stalwart,
long-standing adult members.
Those participating put in a great deal
of hard work with set-building and
scene painting, child minding and

backstage. Charly Flynn, who
appeared as Squire Trelawney, also
choreographed some well-executed
dance scenes and doubled as
company singing coach. The multitalented Hannah Gilbody, as the
ship’s captain, also performed one of
the show’s songs.
Co-writer of the show, Neil Stark, a
local accountant said proudly: “We
built the stage on the Saturday, had
dress rehearsals Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday, a show especially for
local care homes on Wednesday,
and then opened to the public
Thursday, Friday with two shows on
Saturday.
“The Friday and Saturday night shows
always sell out and we get a really
good crowd on the other shows, so
they are always interactive and noisy!
“Our cast and crew had a great time
this year, made even more enjoyable
by the amazing response we got from
audiences through the week and the
feedback we’ve had since.”

And with tickets priced at only a fiver,
local families got a real laugh-aminute treat as the stage came alive
with unruly pirates - the youngest,
Scarlett Gilden, aged five; a suitably
brooding and nasty Long John Silver
(Josh Hards) and the ubiquitous
Pantomime dame (Michele Jefferies)
whose lascivious portrayal of Ma
Hawkins raised many a titter. A
smattering of fairy dust was added by
Anne-Marie Meade.
Some of the loudest laughs came
when local scoutmaster John Davis
shuffled onto stage as Polly, the
slumberous parrot. “Polly” made
several appearances, in a very well
designed,
colourful
costume
decorated with fairy lights.

James, who also appeared as a ghost,
had yet another costume change and
drew huge laughs as Daisy the
(Pooping) Cow, which had the
audience in fits, especially the younger
children. My grandson, aged five, was
delighted when the papier maché cow
“poop” landed on his lap!
The show even included a dash of
political satire, with a “portrait” of
Lydd’s Mayor Graham Snell who
was, apparently, “Wanted – For Not
Buying Tickets”!

The show was directed by Daisy Guy
who played the part of Giggles 2 –
one of five cast members who
alternated in the part, which resulted
in many unscripted and totally
spontaneous comments from cowriter Ely La Rue, who put in a joyfully
sarcastic performance as Hiccup.
A great deal of improvisation on the
part of cast members resulted in an
excellent scene where they swayed
from side-to-side on the stage, to
emulate a ship in stormy waters.

Many references were made in the
script to local groups and the Lydd
school, and businesses such as Lyons
stores and Reeves & Co., all of whom
promoted the panto.

There was a slight nod to Daniel
Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe played by
James Whitcombe - who appeared in
no less than five parts - accompanied
on stage not only by Friday but also
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, in the shape of various
female members of the cast.

The show was a wonderful example
of community teamwork and was well
supported by parents and friends of
cast members, local councillors and
the people of Lydd, who despite the
storms, were determined to enjoy the
stalwart efforts and hard work of their
local drama group.
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Local pupils scale the heights in Rotary
public speaking competition
For the last six years, the four local
Rotary Clubs from Hythe, Folkestone
Channel, Folkestone and Romney
Marsh have organised the local
stage of the National Rotary ‘Youth
Speaks’ inter-school public-speaking
competition as part of their
considerable involvement with local
young people.
This year’s competition was
generously hosted by Brockhill
Performing Arts College in the
presence of Hythe Town Mayor
Douglas Wade, who presented the
prizes, Folkestone Town Mayor Jackie
Meade, representatives of the four
Rotary clubs and other guests. The
competition grows in quality every

Youth Speaks Intermediate Winners:
Folkestone School for Girls with
Hythe Town Mayor Douglas Wade

year and this year’s teams were
particularly impressive.

Winners (who now go to Regional
level) were:

The Senior teams were very
adventurous. Brockhill fielded two
teams. One gave fascinating
consideration to the social
advantages and moral dangers
implicit in modern techniques of
genetic modification; and the other
team surveyed the complexities of
male mental health. The Folkestone
School For Girls compellingly
considered the complexities of
proportional representation while the
Harvey Grammar School stylishly
dealt with two fascinating topics,
‘Progression over Ignorance’ (about
racial attitudes) and ‘Would you like
the small, medium or large?’ which
explored genetic modification.

Senior Competition: Folkestone
School For Girls with Brockhill
Performing Arts College in second
place.

This was a wonderful afternoon of
mature consideration of really
important issues conducted in an
atmosphere of keen but friendly
competition. All the teams represented
themselves and their schools superbly.
Each presented their case with
commitment and skill and responded
very effectively to some acute
questioning from representatives of
the audience. By very fine margins the

Intermediate Competition: Folkestone
School For Girls with the Marsh
Academy second.
Nigel Thomas, one of the
Adjudicators, expressed the views of
all present.
“This has been a wonderful
competition in which every participant
contributed wholeheartedly to the
success of the afternoon. It has been
a huge pleasure for us to be part of

Youth Speaks Senior Winners:
Folkestone School for Girls with
Hythe Town Mayor Douglas Wade

such a valuable and enjoyable
experience for the teams. The entire
community has benefited from the
determined efforts of Collen Hill of
Hythe Rotary and his band of
organising assistants.
Senior Team Members
•Brockhill Performing Arts College:
Team 1, Divaina Burt, Jeznee Keeley,
Chloe Szeto;
Team 2, Naomi Loor, Holly Herwin,
Joe Bardeen.
•Folkestone School For Girls: Natilie
Chwalibogowski, Hannah Johnson,
Emily Carter.
•Harvey Grammar School
Team 1: James Bates, Pawan Gunesh,
Jonathan Ibukunoluwa.
Team 2: Jasper Lee, Melas Tarjomani,
Ernestas Zachorovas.
Intermediate Team Members
•Brockhill Performing Arts College:
Tom Easby, Saffron Romer-Oizmiston,
Kayleigh Little.
•Marsh Academy: Joshua Harwood,
Lucy Smyth, Fraya Ransley.
•Folkestone School For Girls:
Ella Offord, Delilah Hairston,
Elizabeth Bell.
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Light Festival:
Magical!
by Jan Holben

Cheriton High Street was THE
place to be on the weekend of
24th and 25th February when the
2020 Cheriton Light Festival
wowed an audience made up of
thousands of local people, and
visitors, who had turned up to
watch the Light Festival.
Strange Cargo a Kent-based arts
charity teamed up with Folkestone
artists and residents produced
another visual spectacular,
illuminating Cheriton High Street
with lights and art.
The biennial Light Festival has gone
from strength to strength since
2013 when it first lit up Cheriton
High Street with amazing creative
visuals and this year was no
exception, with the lights and art
exceeding all expectations.
There was so much to see, not only
the wonderful Lights, but also the
Student Makers Market which was
selling unique, hand crafted
jewellery, clothing, art and more.
This unique festival which is said to
be the largest winter arts festival in
Kent, offers the public the
opportunity to see the very best in
light art,
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with commissioned works created
by leading figures in the field.
At the heart of the Light Festival
event is the involvement of homes,
shops, public building and
residential streets which are
transformed by the magical
artworks on display.
In 2018 when the last Light Festival
was held more than 10,000
people attended, and this year
was no exception – pulling the
crowds in from near and far to
watch as the Lights transformed
Cheriton into a blaze of light and
colour.
Describing it as “the best Cheriton
Light Festival” - resident Elisabeth
Renshaw said “the mesmerising
displays of art and a truly
phenomenal piece by ‘The Fat
Lady Opera Community Chorus’
for Strange Cargo”. Elisabeth went
on to say “I absolutely adored the
‘dead wedding rehearsal’ opera
in my old Sunday School. All the
churches were open, there was a
Viking band (steel skin soul) and
crowds with lots of cute dogs”.
Other residents who attended the
event also gave rave reviews of
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Ashton and Karen Monid, Greg
Stobbs, Richie Moment, Sam
Capell, Zarah Hussain, Impossible,
Fabric Lenny, Digital Funfair,
Strange Cargo, Fat Lady Opera,
Beacons, Bigfoot Productions,
Thurle Wright, William Hibbert,
Foundry Makers Market, Nicola
Crowley, DD3. Michalis
Theodosiou, Andrew Pantling, TJ
Thorne, Xu Qin, Jigantics, Stephen
Foy-Philip, UKC MA Architecture,
Yihe Pan, Illumaphonium, Steel
Skin Soul The Edge and Universal
Fireworks.

this free event saying it was very
family friendly with lots of
wonderful interactive and magical
displays to explore and many said
how much fun they had doing

‘Marriage Rites’.
Strange Cargo worked with artists
to create this wonderful event,
including; Nayan Kulkarni , Ross

One of the Strange Cargo team
said “Thanks to the many
thousands of you who came
along to support Cheriton Light
Festival. What a great weekend!
Strange Cargo would like to
thank the artists who created
such wonderful work for this
years event, there were so many
extraordinary sights to seek out
and enjoy. Thanks too to all of the
residents, businesses, schools,
churches, library and other venues
who supported us in so many
ways. To the generosity of the
funders who sponsored Cheriton
Lights and very importantly to
Strange Cargo’s talented and hard
working team, without whom
Cheriton Light Festival would not
be able to happen. Thanks so
much everyone!
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It’s the little things ...
March is the official start of the bird
nesting season for anyone in
conservation, which means we stop
cutting things back and allow the wildlife
to take over until the autumn. This is a
great time of year to help nature: as the
birds and other animals start to put all
their energy into producing young, even
the little things we do can make a big
difference. This week I am going to
provide you with a few simple
suggestions of things you can do to help.
The first thing that you can do, is create
a wildlife hole between yours and your
neighbour’s garden, obviously chatting
to them first to explain what it is you are
doing, and if you can, encouraging
them to do the same. This hole needn’t
be large, the size of a single brick will
do (at ground level). This will enable
wildlife such as hedgehogs to move
easily from one garden to the other as
they search for food. A larger hole will
allow animals such as badgers and
foxes to explore your garden too.
If you have some free time and spare
bits of wood lying around, you could
make up a bird box (or buy one), or a
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bee hotel (simply made by drilling
various sized holes into a piece of thick
wood and hanging this up in a south
facing location). Alternatively, if you
haven’t got any wood lying around you
could leave out an old low-sided plastic
container full of fresh water in your
garden for wildlife to drink from (if you
put a few stones in it then any small
creatures that fall in will easily climb out).
Another wildlife friendly thing to do (at
all times of year) is rather than buying
herbicide to get rid of unwanted plants
growing up in your driveway, you can
pour boiling water on them (obviously
taking care of your feet, so flip flops are
not advised!). Or, alternatively, waiting
until the winter and then weeding them
out with a trowel.
Finally, and most importantly, I would
suggest the best thing you could do is
get out and about and appreciate the
wildlife that lives around you. Join us on
our guided cycle ride on Saturday 14
March to discover more about your
local wildlife, meeting at 10:30am
outside the front of St Nicholas Church,
New Romney (BYO bikes and helmets).
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Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com
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makes. Mallydams was an absolutely
lovely rescue centre all the seals
looked so happy and healthy, the
RSPCA staff were so knowledgable
and kind”.

A Seymour pupdate and
other beached pups
by Jan Holben

It’s not uncommon nowadays to
see a seal pup resting on the beach
along this stretch of the coast – and
one such sighting was Seymour the
seal pup who was recently spotted
on a Greatstone beach.

by close attention from humans and
their doggies – he seemed to be just
resting for a while and without any
intervention he returned to the waves
and left.

Those following the seal pups
progress on social media had named
him Steve, or Étienne the French
version of Steve - because it is
assumed that he may have came
across from Northern France where
there are colonies of seals..but that
wasn’t the end of it and he is now
known as Seymour.

Some days after Seymour was taken
to the Mallydams - Hayley Radley
who popped into the centre to see him
said; “Little Seymour is doing
fabulous. He has put on weight his
eyes are so much brighter and his
flipper is starting to heal and he looks
amazing!! His appetite is huge just like
his belly. It was so lovely to see him
look so well, such a difference a week

Seals are often seen on our beaches
where they come to rest – the best
thing to do is to keep well away, and
especially keep dogs away as the
Seals can become distressed and
aggressive if they feel threatened.
If you would like to become a BDMLR
marine mammal medic? - there are
courses being run in Margate during
September. Go to www.bdlmr.org –
and click on training courses for more
information.

Seymour did not return to the waves,
he just laid on the sandy dunes –
seemingly too weak to go anywhere
and it wasn’t too long before Jez
Stone BDMLR (British Divers Marine
Life Rescue) responding to a call for
help, arrived on site. Seymour,
thought to be around 6 weeks old,
was assessed for injury and illness, he
seemed weak and had an infection
on his tail, he also appeared to be
considerably underweight for his age.
It was thought that Seymour may have
lost his mum and been washed off
course by storms – although, once a
seal pup is weaned the seal mum isn’t
maternal and doesn’t stick around.
With an estimated age of approx 6
weeks Seymour would most likely
have been weaned and should have
doubled his birth weight.
Earlier in the month a seal pup was
spotted on Hythe Beach, local people
watched from a distance, taking
photos with long range lenses, but
also making sure he was not bothered

Seymour was taken to Mallydams
Wood (an established wildlife
rehabilitation and education centre
for South East England). A few days
later it was reported that Seymour
was on fluids for dehydration and
antibiotics for his raised temperature
and infected wound on flipper. His
weight was only18 kg but should
have been closer to 30/40 kg given
his age – and is likely to be with
Mallydams for some months until he
puts on some weight to become the
‘chunky boy’ he should be.
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The Alaska Railroad and the
Whitepass & Yukon Railway

TRAIN TALES – by Charles Smith
The 14-day tour to Alaska and
the Yukon was to celebrate my
85th birthday. I checked in at
Heathrow Airport for a 10-hour
flight to Houston in Texas and
after collecting my case and
going through passport control, I
caught a flight to Anchorage in
Alaska. The flight was amazing
as we flew over the Canadian
Rockies in brilliant sunshine.
It was in the summer and after
landing at Anchorage that had
24-hour daylight, I checked into
my hotel and then had dinner. The
next day during breakfast, I was
contacted by our female group
leader and was told that there
were 28 in our group. We then
went to the station and boarded
our Alaska Railroad train (all the
carriages are owned by cruise
lines), and our double-deck
carriage (coach) was owned by
Holland-America Lines. Each
coach had a restaurant on the
lower deck and had lifts each end
to be able to take a wheelchair
upstairs. Once settled on the
upper deck, we were given a
choice of times for lunch and I was
told that these coaches cost over
two million dollars each.
After an eight hour spectacular
Page 20

journey, we arrived at Denali
National Park. There we left the
train and checked into a local
hotel. The next day, we had an allday tour of the park to view the
local animals. A scenic 90-mile
road winds itself through the park
where we saw grizzles, wolves,
caribou and foxes. After travelling
for about four hours, we stopped
for a lunch break. The park covers
about six million acres and
includes Mount McKinley, the
highest mountain in North
America. We then returned to our
hotel for dinner and a night’s stay.
The next morning after breakfast,
we boarded the train again for the
four-hour journey to Fairbanks.
Another spectacular journey and
after arriving and settling in at our
hotel, we had the rest of the day
to ourselves. We looked around
the town and one of the interests
was the massive lorry park for the
vehicle’s that do the ‘Ice Run’.
The next day we boarded a
coach for a trip to the Yukon River
to board a Stern-Wheeler
Riverboat for an eight-hour trip to
the town of Dawson which was in
the Yukon. We had lunch on
board and plenty to drink. On the
way, we stopped at a husky dog

Wednesday 4th March 2020

W

farm where they bred and trained
dogs to pull sledges. After an hour
ashore, we carried on down the
river to a salmon camp. We were
shown how salmon were caught
using special traps set in the river,
how the salmon were sliced and
hung on slats to dry. There were
also lots of rafters on the river.
After arriving at Dawson, we
checked into our hotel.
After breakfast the following day,
we boarded a coach for a tour of
the town and the surrounding
countryside. We were shown
where the ‘Gold Rush’ started
when thousands of gold panners
arrived looking for gold. Around
six hours later, we arrived back at
our hotel. Next day, we boarded
the coach for a trip on the
Klondike Highway to the town of
Whitehorse. On arrival, we were
confronted with an unusual item
which was a DC3 Dakota as it
had finished flying, complete with
engines. It was standing on a
plinth acting as a weather vane!
The next day, we boarded
another Stern-Wheeler for the 46mile trip to a town called Carcross
which was still in the Yukon. We
stayed the night there and next
morning, boarded the coach to

take us to Skagway, just inside
Alaska. After a day at Skagway,
we boarded the ‘Whitepass &
Yukon Railway’ for the 2,865ft
climb to Whitepass. We passed
the Gold Rush Cemetery where
some of the gangsters were
buried and crossed the Skagway
River. At Rocky Point, we had an
excellent view of the lower valley
to Skagway with Mount Harding
and its glacier forming a dramatic
backdrop. After arriving at
Glacier station, we crossed over
a large cantilever bridge and
through a tunnel and then we
arrived at Whitepass and now we
were in British Columbia. The train
stopped and customs officers
inspected our passports and after
clearance, we carried on to
Fraser, the end of the line.
We then got on a coach to take us
the 40 miles back to Skagway
along the Klondike Highway and
checked into our hotel for the
night. The next day, we boarded
a cruise liner to take us to
Vancouver and thence to the
airport and a flight home to
Heathrow.

M
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MARCH

The Looker starts its countdown
to a full year of gardening
articles, which we hope to have
every month.
Here Susie Coupar gives us
her top tips for March

Trim the lawn

Time to get out the lawnmower and
cut the lawn, as long as the ground
has dried out a little from winter
rains. If you have one that allows
you to raise the blades, then do so
for these early cuts. Gently does it.

Cut your bark

Colourful Cornus bark has served its
wintry purpose well and it is time to
cut it back. Hard pruning stimulates
new, fast, straight growth, and this
young growth will be as bright and
bold as it can be when this year’s
leaves fall away in the autumn.
Also in March...

Honey, I’m home

Forced harvest

Solitary bees are incredible
pollinators, entirely non aggressive –
and in decline. The problem is loss of
habitat. Bees will be emerging from
their winter homes and looking for
new nesting sites soon so you can
help by providing a garden bee
hotel made of bundled bamboo
stems, or with the altogether snazzier
Bee Brick, from greenandblue.co.uk.
It works as a stand-alone bee hotel,
but is also the same size as a
standard building brick and so can
be built into new garden walls.

The hosta in the big pot beside my
front door (‘Halcyon’) has been
struggling. It is time to tip it out, split it
and replant it into fresh compost,
before it comes into full leaf. Let’s
hope some renewed vigour helps it
outrun the slugs and snails a little
better.

Pruning gooseberries is not the
loveliest job on the plot, but a good
shape and a thinning of growth will
give you a better-quality crop. Prune
to upwards-facing buds to
encourage growth away from
trailing on the ground.

March can be a sparse time on the
vegetable patch but it is the moment
that several perennial leaves are
looking good. I harvest sorrel every
year, collapsing them into butter for
a lemony but savoury sauce.

If you planted trees this winter, give
them some care now. Check tree
stakes and ties, put rabbit guards in
place where necessary, and keep
them weed free and well watered,
particularly through drier periods.

After the winter, vine weevil grubs
get back to work about now. Tip out
some pots to check for grubs or just
do a pre-emptive treatment.

If you don’t have an asparagus bed
you can remedy this now. Prepare
and weed ground thoroughly, ready
to plant next month. Purple varieties

I swore off chemical fertilisers years
ago, feeling shamefaced about the
massive inputs of oil and water
required to make my peonies grow a
little better. Poultry manure pellets
make me feel more virtuous, and are
excellent, but they can be a good
deal slower to release their nutrients.
Sprinkle them now around
permanent plants and onto
vegetable patches, and they will be
feeding your plants as they come
into strong growth later in the spring.

Time to fix that leek
I Love Leeks! Start leeks in a little
nursery bed, for transplanting at
better spacing later in spring. My
favourite leek trick is to sow much
more than I have space to plant out
later with the aim of leaving plenty in
the nursery bed and harvesting them
as tiny tender baby leeks in the
summer. These little ones – so much
easier to process and use – are
often the more eagerly harvested.

Prune to shape

Check for grubs

Sorrel stars

TOP TIPS

such as ‘Crimson Pacific’, look
beautiful, and contain 25 per cent
more sugars than green.

If you covered your rhubarb at the
start of the year, you should have
some baby-pink forced stems ready
to pull now. Once you have
harvested all your forced stems, do
not pull any more from this plant for
the rest of the year.

Hosta heaven

Curb climbers

This is the time to cut back big,
overgrown climbers such as
honeysuckle and rambling roses.
New shoots show you what is what.
Cut back hard, but always to just
above new growth.

Trees, please

Sow aubergines

This week it is the turn of aubergines
to hit my heated propagator. I sow
Italian ‘Cima Viola’, Indian-style
striped aubergine ‘Calliope’ and
‘White Egg’, all from Simpson’s
Seeds (simpsonsseeds.co.uk).

Sprinkle poultry manure
pellets

sell your services to
thousands of our readers ...
advertise your business in

Pond purifiers

Tackle your soupy green pond early.
Barley straw can help, but only
where the pond water is well
aerated, so consider installing a
pump at the same time.

For more inFormation
please contact

01797 364387
Wednesday 4th March 2020
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Mission to remember
Down the quiet road, away, away,
towards the dying time,
Love went, brave soldier, the song
dwindling;
Walked to the edge of absence;
All moments going,
Gone; bells through rain
To fall on the carved names of the lost.

by Jan Holben

After starting my ‘mission’ series’
with quite random places and
objects that I have spotted across
Folkestone and district. I am
moving towards finding objects or
places with a common theme or
idea – because for me at least it
adds another level of interest.
For this mission I was thinking of
difference forms of remembrance and
I started my journey on a wet and
windy day (dog walking as usual) in
the beautiful Lower Leas Coastal Park
– Sandgate end.

Having driven down Road of
Remembrance, I turn back towards
now, going towards Hythe now, and
just as I go through Sandgate, just
past Coastguard Cottages, you may
notice the Sir John Moore memorial
which was erected in 1909.

Entering the Coastal Park, and taking
the narrow lower path off to the right.
This path runs almost parallel to the
main footpath, although slightly
downhill. Before you have walked 90
metres (around 100 yards) - look
down to see a stretch of perhaps a
dozen or more metal bootprints set
into the tarmac – part of the Footsteps
project. Each metal boot-print bears
the name of a soldier who would have
marched, perhaps on that very route,
down to the harbour before making
the crossing to France. Many of these
men would have died in the trenches,
never to return home. There is a stretch
of these metal boot-prints alongside
the Sandgate war memorial, there
may be more elsewhere although I
have not spotted them.
Now a short drive into Folkestone –
and driving down the Road of
Remembrance – formerly known as
Slope Road and which leads down to
Folkestone Harbour. On the side of
the road Rosemary for remembrance
has been planted, and if you can
drive slowly enough you will also be
able to read the beautiful words on a
series of plaques from a poem by Poet
Laureate Dame Carole Ann Duffy.
The letters, designed by sculpture
Gary Breeze and carved on to York
sandstone, quote lines from the poem
‘An Unseen’. The verse reads:

‘Whatever Bounaparte may assert,
Soult was most certainly repulsed at
Corunna; and the English gained a
defensive victory, though dearly
purchased with the loss of their brave
General Moore, who was alike
distinguished for his private virtues,
and his military talents’. The famous
poem about the death of Sir John was
written by Rev. Charles Wolfe:

Burial of Sir John Moore
at Corunna
A controversial figure in English
History, General Sir John Moore is
known for his military training reforms
which revolutionised the training
methods of the day - being largely
responsible for the training of the new
light infantry then beginning to
replace cavalry. In the Battle of
Corunna Sir John and his men had
repulsed a French Army under
Marshal Soult during the Peninsular
War, part of the Napoleonic Wars,
and gained a victory. After the war
General Sarrazin wrote a French
history of the battle stating that

Not a drum was heard, not a
funeral note, As his corse to the
rampart we hurried;
Nor a solider discharged his
farewell shot O’er the grave where
our hero was buried.
We buried him darkly at the dead
of night, The sods with our
bayonets turning,
By the struggling moonbeam’s
misty light, And the lantern dimly
burning.
No useless coffin enclosed his
breast, Nor in sheet nor shroud we
wound him;
But he lay like a warrior taking his

rest, With his martial cloak around
him.
Few and short were the prayers we
said, And we spoke not a word of
sorrow;
But we steadfastly gaz’d on the
face that was dead; And we
bitterly thought of the morrow.
We thought, as we hollow’d his
narrow bed, And smooth’d down
his lonely pillow,
That the foe and the stranger
would tread o’er his head,
And we far away on the billow!
Lightly they’ll talk of the spirit that’s
gone,
And o’er his cold ashes upbraid
him; But little he’ll reck,
if they let him sleep on In the grave
where a Briton has laid him.
But half of our heavy task was
done When the clock struck the
hour for retiring;
And we heard the distant and
random gun Of the enemy, sullenly
firing.
Slowly and sadly we laid him
down, From the field of his fame
fresh and gory;
We carved not a line and we
raised not a stone – But we left him
along with his glory.
In 2009, over the course of a few
days, Sandgate commemorated 200
years since the death of Sir John –
and as part of the commemoration
events we planted Daffodils along the
Sandgate Esplanade in the shape of
200. To my surprise, and delight, the
daffodils continue to come up each
year – still clearly in the shape of 200.
Going back to the theme that links
these items together, different forms of
remembrance. As well as the many
remembrance
services
and
ceremonies we are familiar with –
these examples have also used metal
boot-prints embedded into the
tarmac, poetry on sandstone plaques,
rosemary bushes and daffodils
planted in the shape of 200.
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Mrs P’s Diary
If I was a daffodil I should be diving straight back
into my bulb. But I am not remotely like a
daffodil or any other plant. So, not having
a pot of compost to hide in, I took
myself away for a luxurious mini
break. Doors are opened, umbrellas
put up, food delivered and coffee
poured. And there is a handy retail
spot close by …
Breakfast is a feast, although the
two women at the next table did
not like their kippers and the coffee
was not strong enough.
But,stoically they managed three courses which was attributed
to the wearing of their ‘cheerful’ jumpers which are always with
them in case of such disasters …
Two other couples were playing an interesting game of I’m
considerably richer than you. “We stayed in the Debussy suite,he
actually did stay there you know.” “Oh we looked at that but
preferred the Presidential suite. It has a dining room and a
fireplace.”. Personally I don’t know why you would go away to sit
by a unlit fire …
Cheerful jumpers required all round.
I am pleased to observe that the lone woman opposite also
appears to have forgotten her hairbrush. Neither was she
wearing anything remotely jolly.
Meanwhile Mr P is home alone.with a heap of ready meals,oven
chips and a carer popping in. Not sure she will be wearing her
cheerful jumper this week. I however,
have purchased a whole new rainbow coloured wardrobe …

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a dif cult time”
• 24 hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels ofRest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on the site of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parking available.

To speak to Helen and "TIMFZ
Telephone: 01797 369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Budgeting Tips
or “making your pennies work harder”

Washing Clothes
There is a move to create washing agents that wash clothes
efficiently at 30d C. While this is a splendid idea, have we
created problems by doing more washing than is necessary?
Is it too easy to just throw everything into the machine, without
making a decision whether it actually needs washing?
Why do we wash clothes? Basically because they are dirty,
grubby or sweaty. We do NOT need to wash clothes
because they have once touched human skin … Or even
been taken out of the wardrobe and are now a bit crumpled!
Lots of people wash towels every time they are used. Why?
Put them back on a heated rack or by a radiator, to dry off
slowly, and they can be used again, several times, and
shared. They is no hygiene reason for washing towels, or
anything else, every time they are used, unless someone in the
family has a infectious condition, like impetigo or scabies,
nowadays rare.
The same goes for clothes in general and school uniforms.
Most people encourage kids to change socks and pants
every day, but does everything need changing? Some
people put everything in the wash every day. Years ago our
older children had collar and tie school uniforms, and knitted
sweaters. It was easy to persuade them to change after
school, they were only too glad to take them off! It actually
saved washing. Neither the school clothes, nor the play
clothes they changed into for 3 or so hours, needed washing
every day! The knitted sweaters were also very good natured.
It was amazing how mud and various stains simply brushed
off, when dry. I know infants at school do get messy!
Our older kids were also at the tail end of tailored coats for
children. Modern mums may be horrified at the thought of dry
cleanable coats for children. But again wool is very good
natured and most of the dirt and mud and stains, just sort of
brushed off, and we had them dry cleaned in the summer.
We find the same with adult knitted sweaters, you always
have a shirt, or T shirt underneath, so they don’t need washing
every time you use them, just as necessary, and have a
sweater washing blitz in the summer!
So we can save money and electricity, by being more careful
about how much we throw into the machine? 80-90% of our
clothes are man-made fibres, and the experts tell us the
microscopic particles coming off them in the wash, are
polluting the environment. There is a huge range of clothes
washing products, so again the message is to keep life simple.
Do you really need more than one washing product, and a
fabric conditioner? There is certainly NO need to sterilise
clothes. That is nonsense. The minute you take them out of the
machine, and touch the air, they are desterilised! Ordinary
washing removes enough bugs for everyday use. Remember,
a top immunologist has said “Socially clean, ie clean to the
naked eye, is clean enough”
Wednesday 4th March 2020
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RSPB Dungeness Reserve
Update, February 2020
We are now on social media! Find us on Facebook and very soon to be Twitter:
www.facebook.com/RSPBDungeness and @RSPBDungeness for Twitter

We have hired an excavator to
carry out some work around
our reserve. It is currently at the
ARC pits, removing the
encroaching sea buckthorn
plants to create bare sand
habitat which will benefit a host
of species including rare mosses
and plants such as Jersey
cudweed, as well as mining
bees and wasps.
Sea buckthorn is a spiky shrub with
bitter orange berries. Although not
invasive, they spread very quickly
and can take over if not managed
correctly. The excavator is helping
to do this job quickly and has saved
days of work by our warden and
our reserve team. Thank you to
Affinity Water who have funded the
use of the excavator to carry out this
important and much needed work.
Work has also been done to
remove some old willow trees from
the edge of the nature trail between
Makepeace and Scott hide. This will
reduce the amount of pruning we
need to do in the summer as well as
promoting fresh growth of young
willow and reed plus of course
opening up the view onto the New
Excavations pit as you walk past!
Wildlife highlights on the reserve
this month have been the sheer
number of cormorants fighting for
space on our currently tiny islands.
We've had a male smew since the
start of January and a female was
spotted on the reserve yesterday
too! Goldeneye are a type of
wintering duck and they are very
striking birds, we've had a few pairs
seen on various pits on the reserve.
We've also had reports of the great
crested grebes starting their
amazing weed dance and
courtship. Firecrests are tiny birds
that have been seen regularly along
the edges of Burrowes Pit, mostly in
front of our visitor centre and Firth
hide.
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We are looking for
volunteers!
We have some volunteer positions
available on the reserve and we
need your help. Got a little bit of
spare time to help save nature? See
if you are the right person for any of
these roles below:
•Reserve Team Volunteers: We
need people who are willing to
help our reserve team of staff and
volunteers with important
conservation tasks around the
reserve. Get up close to nature
and see a different side of our
spectacular reserve by
undertaking a variety of habitat
management and site
maintenance tasks. Opportunities
available every Tuesday or
Thursday, 9am-4pm. Please
contact the reserve on 01797
320588 and ask for Craig or
email craig.edwards@rspb.org.uk
•Visitor Centre Volunteers: If you
don't fancy all that manual work,
the visitor centre is also looking for
friendly and chatty volunteers to
help manage our counter and
reception area. Volunteer for a full
day or half a day based on a rota
that is flexible around you. If you
love talking to people, particularly
about wildlife and are happy to
serve people in our shop then
please call the reserve on
01797 320588 and ask for
Gareth or email
gareth.brookfield@rspb.org.uk
•Children Events Volunteers: Want
to help inspire the next generation
about wildlife? We are looking
for children and family event
helpers for a series of events we
run throughout the year on the
nature reserve. We hope to
inspire young families to get
outdoors and develop a lifelong
love of nature. We need
volunteers to help us run these
activities which range from Nature
Tots leaders (mid-week sessions
for children under 5 and their
parents/carers) to Wild Family
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events (longer sessions for
children age 5-12) and
occasionally assisting with any
bookings from uniformed youth
groups such as Scouts and
Guides. These sessions will be
from 2-4 hours long and can be
run on any day of the week
(subject to staff and volunteer
availability), peaking during the
school holidays and
spring/summer season. If you
have experience working with
children and have a passion for
wildlife then please call Louise on
01797320588 or email
louise.kelly@rspb.org.uk
All training for these roles will be
provided and you will be fully
inducted into your voluntary role with
the RSPB. We run annual events for
our volunteers which you will be
invited to, in thanks for your hard work.

Events
Wildlife Walk
Wednesday 18 March
10.30am - 12.30pm
This walk is for everyone with a keen
interest in wildlife! March can deliver
us all sorts of animals. If the weather
has been mild enough, we might see
an early butterfly or bumblebee.
March time also brings in early
migrants to the country and is the last
chance to spot our wintering birds
such as the pintail or firecrest before
they head north again. Join a
knowledgeable guide on a walk
around the reserve and see what
delights you can spot at this time of
year.
Adult £7. Child £3.50.
20% discount for RSPB members
& Wildlife Explorers.
Bird Watching for Beginners
Saturday 28 March
11am - 1pm
Love birds but want to know more
about them? Then come on a springtime walk around our reserve with a
friendly guide with expert knowledge
on all things feathery! And don't
worry if you don't own a pair of
binoculars, they are available to hire
from the visitor centre for a small fee.
Adult £7. Child £3.50.
20% discount for RSPB members
& Wildlife Explorers.
Nature Tots
Thursday 5 & 19 March,
Thursday 2, 16 & 30 April
10.15am - 12pm
Come and join us for outdoor fun and
early learning at Dungeness.
Fortnightly guided sessions for 2-5
year olds and their parents/carers.
Each season has a different theme
encouraging exploration, creation
and imagination!Snack, drink and
story included with the session.
£5 per child per session, pre-walkers
free with paying tot. 20% discount for
RSPB members.

Bittern Breakfast
Saturday 11, Sunday 19 &
Saturday 25 April
7am - 10am
Want to experience one of
Dungeness's
most
marvellous
spectacles? Come on a sunrise walk
and listen to the distinctive call of our
booming bitterns echoing from the
reedbeds. Jump out of bed, join us for
an experience to remember, and
round it all off with a tasty cooked
breakfast!
Adult £20. Child £10.
20% discount for RSPB members
& Wildlife Explorers. Please pay
in advance.
Spring Migration Walk
Wednesday 15 April
10.30am - 12.30pm
If you're a beginner or an expert bird
watcher, this walk is for all people
fascinated by birds! Come and see
which birds visit
Dungeness in the spring time to feed
and breed here. From swallows to
terns and everything in between, this
is the walk for you if you want to learn
more about our overseas visitors as
well as the birds that stay here all year
round. Led by a friendly guide with
expert knowledge on all things
feathery!
Adult £7. Child £3.50.
20% discount for RSPB members
& Wildlife Explorers.

Easter Holiday Events
Wild Families at Easter
Tuesday 7 & Wednesday 15 April
11am - 3pm
Packed full of activities, our Wild
Families Day gives you a chance to
get up close and personal with nature
here at Dungeness. From pond
dipping and Easter egg hunting to
den building and bug catching, there
is plenty to keep you busy throughout
the day! Please wear sensible clothing
and bring a packed lunch with you.
Child £8. Accompanying adults £2.
20% discount for Wildlife Explorers.
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday 4 - Sunday 19 April
Drop in any time between 10am 4pm. No need to book in advance.
Come for a day out with the family to
explore our wonderful reserve. Pick
up an activity sheet from the desk at
the visitor centre and explore the trail
to see if you can find all the eggs that
have been hidden! There's a prize if
you can find them all!
£1 per activity sheet.
Fees apply to walk the nature trail.
Check out our website
www.rspb.org.uk/dungeness for
more details about all our events.
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Folkestone Channel
Rotary Club - fantastic
charity wine and
wisdom quiz evening
Don’t miss Folkestone’s general knowledge quiz of the year
- the largest in South East Kent and suitable for everyone.
200 happy quiz buffs and non-buffs having a great evening raising much
needed funds for local charities. Over the years it has raised over £50,000.
Wednesday 18th March at 7.30pm prompt. Harvey Grammar
School, Cheriton Road, Folkestone CT19 5JY.
Teams of 4. £10 a head. Includes Channel Rotary’s famous Cheese and
Pickle Ploughmans and a bottle of wine per team.
Sign up now! Tickets from peter.godden@channelrotary.org.uk
or call 07782 502689

goes to the

Movies

Birds of Prey (and the Fantabulous
Emancipation of One Harley Quinn)
Anarchy in Gotham City or to be precise and to give the
film it’s correct title ‘Birds of Prey and the Fantabulous
Emancipation of one Harley Quinn’
Step forward a new female role model in the shape of
kick ass Harleen Frances Quinzel. For those of you who
don’t know Miss Quinn was a dedicated gymnast before
becoming psychiatric intern at Arkham Asylum where she
fell in love with The Joker. The film picks up where the Mr J
has dumped Harley (Really?) so like any jilted female she
blows up his chemical plant, gets herself a pet hyena and
eats cheese from a can. Harley is then drawn into finding
a young street pickpocket (Cassandra) for Gotham crime
lord Roman Sionis AKA the Black Mask played by Ewen
McGregor.

Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

The plot is almost irrelevant as this is simply a platform for
Robbie’s self-narrating, wisecracking, sassy, heroine who
along with Dinah, Huntress and Detective Montoya form
an intrepid quartet and they leave a string of baddies in their wake protecting
Cassandra and while resolving their own issues, vendettas and revenge. The fight
sequences, and there are a few, are very impressive and well choreographed against a
back drop of a colourful and illuminated Gotham City.
Whereas the recent Dark Knight and Joker films have been very dark and deep, Birds of
Prey almost pays homage to the Batman TV series of the 60’s and you are waiting for a
‘Pow’ or two to grace the screen. Joaquin Phoenix deservedly won the best actor Oscar
for his portrayal of The Joker and while Margot Robbie’s performance may not be of
Oscar merit she has certainly brought Harley Quinn to life on the big screen. This is fun
with a big fat capital F and if there isn’t a follow up I will be amazed. The King is Dead,
Love live the Quinn.

Military Wives
This ‘inspired by’ feature follows a group of Military Wives (no surprise there)
entertaining themselves while their husbands and partners are on military service.
Alongside the coffees mornings, book clubs and knitting/wine appreciation clubs they
form a singing group which culminates in a performance at the Royal Albert Hall at the
Remembrance service.
This is a feel good film in the same vein as Fishermans Friends and the humour is gentle
interspersed with a few genuinely tender moments and characters that you care about.

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING

www. romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car
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LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker

Having sat through the council meeting,
via the online council portal, I wanted to
express my disgust in the way that Hythe
Mayor, Douglas Wade acted during the
debate. He not only showed that there
are no lengths he and his party will stoop
too to try and bully their way through
office.
He started off by stating that the children
of Seabrook primary school will be
breathing in asbestos dust, should the
new development go through! So I
would like to just point out that part of the
council officers’ recommendations is to
get it professionally removed. This work is
already undertaken locally on a number
of sites and Cllr Wade shows his
ignorance of modern-day working
practices, if he thinks the hazardous dust
will be ‘Blowing around in the Wind’ as
he put it!
Dungeness A power station has hundreds
of people on site and many tonnes of
Asbestos has been removed from this site
in very close proximity to staff working
elsewhere in the plant. Cllr Wade paints
a picture of a man in a boiler suit and a
fork putting it into a Veolia plastic bag.
GET REAL MAN! When you have run out
of a reasonable argument stooping to
this scaremongering is pathetic
He and Councillor Jim Martin also spoke
at great lengths about the fact that most
of the people in Hythe do not want the
swimming pool. This is utter rubbish, I
would say that most of the people in
Hythe do want the pool and the Hotel
and Coffee shop along with some
beautiful houses to bring more into the
Hythe economy (along with some much
needed affordable housing).
Alsowhist on the subject of Cllr martin, I
am lead to believe that he is the man
who preaches a green agenda but is to

be seen driving round in a top of the
range Range Rover with a 4.4 litre Range
Rover (Hypocrite).
But for me the final straw was his outburst
at Cllr Susan Carey. Not only did he
mock the fact that she has never been to
Hythe, but also tried to ‘Fat Shame her’
by stating the only time she has been
seen in Hythe is when she was spotted in
Waitrose by the Pork Pie section!
For your information Mr Wade, Cllr
Carey has a long association, with Hythe
and supporting businesses and events
within the town.
As far as I am aware, she did not expect
the tax payers of Hythe to pay for her
personal laundry expenses, when she
went on council duties as you requested?
She did not dictate that only vegan food
be served at a civic function. And she
certainly did not request that a tea towel
be removed from a shop window,
because she thought it was offensive. (it
depicted a spitfire plane and was in
commemoration of the Battle of Britain).
Hythe has always been proud of our
military privilege and I suggest if he is so
offended by this he should consider
moving somewhere else.
For the record Cllr Wade the only people
who are against your fight of prince’s
parade are your Save Princes parade
group. The majority of families, especially
those with children, do want a nice pool.
I suggest that if this stalemate continues
then the council hold a referendum of the
whole district and then the real facts will
be known.
As Cllr Wade like to take a very aloof
position and talk to people with an air of
arrogance and use words that many
people would not use in everyday
language (which is yet another form of
bullying, as it implies someone is not
educated to a standard to use his
vocabulary)

I suggest that any members of the council
who may have donated to the save
princes Parade fund should declare an
interest and as such should not be
permitted to vote. I believe that this is a
point of Law! And especially Cllr Jim
Martin as it is his wife who has brought
this very expensive legal action.
So, let’s point this out to the administration
of Hythe Town Council and people
representing the people of Hythe. MOST
COUNCILS ARE SHUTTING DOWN
PUBLIC AMINITIES. THE MAJORITY OF
THE PEOPLE IN HYTHE WANT A POOL!
And if the pool is lost at Princes Parade
the real-world dictates that we will not
get one at Martello Lakes, we will lose
the pool for evermore and we can all
Than Messrs Wade, Wybrow, Martin
and co. Remember that next time there is
an election.
I finish with some words that best
describe Cllr Wade a man who as mayor
of our Cinque Port town should be setting
an example.
I suggest at best he is Xenoglossia and
very Vituperative and glossolalia, I
suggest that although he practices
antediluvian words, Perhaps the people
of Hythe would much rather some plane
speaking. And have the Mayor admit
that his administration is about as
effective as a chocolate fireguard.
Dr S Trentor
(for the record I advise of hazardous
waste removal including asbestos and
nuclear fuel. So maybe more qualified
as than Mr Wade and Mr martin)

Dear Looker

I was pleased to read the letter, posted
by Andy Weatherhead concerning the
A259 Dymchurch Road, in Issue 242 of
the LOOKER.

We moved to the Sands Estate,
Dymchurch in August 2020 and since
then there have been 4 serious accidents
on the 300yard stretch of the road from
Martello Tower 23 to The Burmarsh Road
junction. The accidents were as follows:
1. About 50 yards after the junction with
Burmarsh Road, I witnessed a car
travelling out of the bend and the
driver lost control. The car spun across
the road, went through the fence on
the opposite side of the road and
crashed into a tree on the Green. This
accident didn't result in anything more
than cuts and bruises for the young
driver. It could easily have been fatal
both for the driver and myself as I was
crossing the road at the time the driver
lost control and spun off the road just in
front of me. Police attended this
accident and will have a records of it.
2. A vehicle was coming from
Dymchurch and just after Pear Tree
Lane on the right-hand side, it mounted
the pavement and crashed into an
electrical box and a tree. (not
witnessed)
3. A vehicle crashed into some bushes
and a tree on the green side of Pear
Tree Lane. (not witnessed)
4. I was following a large open back
truck on the A259, heading towards
Dymchurch when, at the Martello
Tower No 23, there was a head-on
collision between the truck and a large
Audi car. The Audi car, which was
coming from Dymchurch, left the road
and crashed into the fence on the
opposite side of the road. The driver
was trapped in the vehicle. The road
was then closed for at least an hour as
the air ambulance had to be called
and the fire brigade attended to cut
the driver out of the Audi. This accident
resulted in serious injuries to the driver
of the Audi.

Prospect Cottage’s pecksniffian protectorate
by Kim Gandy
Oh dear! The overly sensitive and
‘offended’ brigade have become
triggered and outraged because I
had the temerity to unwittingly
challenge their opinions in my
column, ‘Dungeness – Desert
Denizens or “DFL” Dominion?’, in The
Looker issue 242. (Response: Letters
page – Issue 243).
The article and comment were about
Prospect Cottage and the invasion of
DFLs (a term coined by locals to
describe ‘Down From London’ visitors).
I was merely reflecting the opinions of
local people whose forebears go
back hundreds of years in this area;
those whose families were broken up
because of the loss of the fishing
industry to the ghastly EU. Local folk
who are now scattered around the
Southeast of England because of
Page 26

spiralling house prices caused by the
‘dormitorisation’ of Dungeness.
I was drawing attention to the
proposed £3.5 million Art Fund
prospective purchase of Prospect
Cottage, to bring in artists, writers and
‘activists’ to Dungeness on ‘residentials’
from far and wide; ‘activists’ who
would likely foist their ‘activism’ on the
permanent local population.
And now the showbiz world has stuck
its Wokeist nose into the subject, the
last thing we need is the involvement
of the pharisaic hypocrites of the
Hollyweird enclave. The Romney
Marsh Countryside Partnership
already has enough to contend with,
like film crews who do not ask
permission before they rampage
across the shingle, destroying the
delicate flora and fauna of Dungeness.
But what kind of ‘activists’? Usually the
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hysterical ‘end-is-nigh’ zealots and
‘Thunbergian’ militants: the ones
jetting around the world to ‘climate
change summits’ or driving huge gasguzzling 4x4s and ‘status’ cars whilst
finger-wagging at us mere proles
about our ‘carbon footprints’? I’ve
seen a good number of those driving
and parking where they shouldn’t at
Dungeness too.
My main point was that locals are
worried about what kind of people
will come to visit Prospect Cottage –
and what effect they will have on the
area. I know, because they have told
me, both before and after my
comments
were
published.
‘Marshians’ are pragmatic and
sensible and don’t need to be forcefed any kind of left-wing, arty-farty,
holier-than-thou diatribe – they can
get that in the Press and on Social
Media every day.

And now there is a massive backlash
to the kind of intensely dictatorial and
sanctimonious politically correct
bleating we have endured for years.
People are fed up with it. Some
people DO like things the way they
are – or were – and they are as
entitled to that view as the next person
is entitled to theirs.
They want affordable homes in the
familiarity and peaceful surroundings
they are used to.
‘Little Englanders’ (a term oft-used by
Pecksniffians) we may be considered,
here on the Marsh, but it’s one of the
few places left in this country where
we can escape the constant
cacophonous ear-bashing diktats
from the Social Justice Warrior
Brigade. And the only bleating we
want to hear is from our woolly friends
out on the Marsh.
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

This stretch of road is very dangerous as
are many stretches of the A259 from
New Beach Holiday camp through
Dymchurch towards St Marys Bay. On
many occasions I have witnessed drivers
taking risks in order to overtake on this
stretch of road. The proximity of bends
means you cannot possibly know
whether the road is clear enough to
overtake. Also crossing the road is
extremely dangerous, especially with
children.
Cars travel too fast and drivers take no
notice of the speed limits. The 30 mile an
hour speed limit should be extended. At
the moment the speed limit doesn't start
until you reach the Dymchurch sign after
Burmarsh Road. I believe it would be
very beneficial to start the 30 mile and
hour sign at the New Beach holiday
camp and continue right into Dymchurch
Village. This is a highly populated area
and the 40 mile an hour limit is too high.
In addition, there are busses stopping
and starting at bus stops along this route
and there are no provisions to safeguard
passengers alighting and wishing to cross
the road.
There are no flashing speed warning
signs, islands or crossings anywhere on
the stretch of road from New Beach
Holiday Camp to Dymchurch village. This
stretch of road is dangerous and in dire
need of some or all of these measures to
be implemented. All of these accidents
happened outside of the main tourist
season. If things continue without traffic
calming measures there could be more
accidents and quite probably a fatality.

Dear Looker

In response to your Editors Word Issue
243 I totally agree with you that it is time
something was done about the shingle
movements during a storm. I have lived
on the marsh since 1972 and it must have
cost hundreds of thousands of pounds
moving shingle back to protect us.
I have suggested for years that a reef
made of heavy rocks 100 metres off
shore be constructed to give protection to
us all and allow safe bathing and
boating and possible flooding of the
marsh of course once it is constructed it
will save the cost of heavy machinery
moving the beach back and forth again
and again.
Above is a picture of beach protection
on Santa Cruz, Tenerife.

Dear Looker

Brian Cobb, New Romney

Whilst Mr. Richardson laments the loss of
a bygone era and most significantly the
current interest in the sale of Prospect
Cottage, might one ask why he and his
family sold the property to an ‘Outsider’
in the 1980s?
Without intending to sound cynical,
presumably, Mr. Jarman offered the
best price?
Thus the world turns!
Sian Edwards, Greatstone-on-Sea

Yours sincerely
John Scarre

sell your services to
thousands oF our readers ...
advertise your
business in

For more inFormation
please contact

01797 364387

We have seen big investments over the last ten years in the
sports facilities across the district. Much of this has been led
by the Shepway Sports Trust, of which I am a trustee, in
particular with the creation of the Three Hills Sports centre
in Folkestone, providing excellent all-weather facilities for
cricket, hockey and football.

Funding from the Shepway Sports Trust and the Roger De Haan
Trust has also helped to support many smaller projects for clubs
across the district, and to attract investment from other bodies
like the Football Foundation and Sport England, the
government funded agency for community sport. These have
helped to create new facilities like football clubhouses in Hythe
and Hawkinge. This year we should also see the opening of F51
a new urban sports park in Folkestone specialising in skate
boarding, climbing and boxing. A new eight lane professional
standard athletics track is also being built to complete the
facilities available at the Three Hills Centre.

Whilst having great places for people to engage in sport is
important, the real test is whether they are encouraging more
people to join in. The national measure for monitoring
participation in physical activity is the Active Lives Survey
published each year by Sport England. The latest report shows
an extremely positive performance from the Folkestone and
Hythe district. According to the survey for the first time ever
our area is above the national average in terms of the number of
people doing at least 150 minutes of exercise per week. This
was a result of an increase of 5% in the participation rate from
59% to 64%, a far larger increase than seen in many other
districts. Historically, Folkestone and Hythe had always been in
the bottom three of the thirteen districts within Kent and
Medway in terms of participation levels in sport, yet we are
now ranked in fifth place. This is an excellent achievement
which demonstrates that improving sports infrastructure can
lead to an increase in people taking part. Facilities, whilst
important are not enough on their own. It also requires strong
networks of coaches and volunteers to help train and motivate
people back into regular sporting activity. I would like to thank
everyone locally who has been involved in this process. One of
the greatest areas of success has also been seen through the
emergence of sports for the over 50s, and in particular walking
football. You can find out more about opportunities to get
involved with this at the Shepway Sports Trust website
shepwaysportstrust.org

The registration is also now open for the Folkestone Coastal
10K running race which takes place on Sunday 31st May. This
well-established event has been organised for a number of years
by Ray Johnson and is open to regular runners as well as people
entering for the first time. Last year the race also helped raise
over £30,000 in donations to charities being supported by the
runners. Further details, including information about how to
enter can be found on its website folkestonecoastal10k.co.uk
Wednesday 4th March 2020
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LOOKER SPORT

LOCAL FOOTBALL
Forest Hill Park 2-1 Lydd Town
A Bradley Baker goal in the 50th minute was a consolation for the
Lydders who suffered another league defeat.

New Romney 1-3 Farnborough OB Guild
New Romney remain in the bottom two of the Kent County League
Premier Division after this home defeat and they haven’t won a
match since the end of October.

Cuxton 1991 5-1 Lydd Town Res
Lydd reserves are also in the bottom two in Division One after
another defeat.

Lydd Town 3-3 Sutton Athletic
Lydd Town and Sutton Athletic drew 3-3 to share the points in the
top scoring Southern Counties game of the day. There were six
different scorers as the lead switched from one team to the other,
before ending all-square, on a blustery day at the Lindsey Field.
Eban Gurung, Dale Horton and Conor Weatherall scored for the
Marsh side and they remain 13th in the league.

Minster FC 3-0 New Romney Res
New Romney came away from Minster pointless in this league
game which was not surprising. Minster are top of the league.

Sheerness East Vets 2-2 New Romney Vets
Lee Miles and Luke Parker scored for New Romney in this County
League game.

People frequently ask, how can
we get involved? Now is your
chance! Why not join this years
‘Great British Spring Clean’
from 20th March to 13th April
Over 300 thousand people
right across the UK have signed
up to join this annual event so
far, proof that people power
literally can move mountains,
of rubbish!

Sunday 29th March: Ivychurch
Supporting, meeting 10am, The
Bell, TN29 0AL.

So if you love where you live and
want to make a difference, why
not join us at any of these local
litter pick events right across the
Romney Marsh.

Sunday 5th April: Brenzett
meeting 9.30am Aero Museum,
TN29 0EE, joining:

Whether it’s on the beach
removing marine litter washed up
by the tide or more general litter
hiding in the hedgerows of our
villages and towns. We have
pledged to be there to make a
difference, so why not come
along and take part.
Together we can make a massive
difference, all of our individual
actions really do help in
transforming where we live.
Creating
cleaner
streets,
roadsides, parks and beaches
and protecting our wildlife from
unnecessary harm.
Litter Picking Watch,
Romney Marsh Our Spring Clean Events:
Friday 20th March: St Mary’s
Bay, Meeting 10am Village Hall,
(please do not park in the hall
car park as there is another
function on) TN29 0SW.

It’s now the right time to register for the forthcoming Folkestone Coastal
10K running race which takes place on Sunday 31st May. It may be
that you are a regular runner or looking for a new challenge to get fit
and this race is an ideal opportunity for all abilities to participate and
prepare for the event. It’s easy to enter and we encourage participants
to raise money for their chosen charity or raise funds for the event fund
which assists local charities. In addition we are encouraging companies
to perhaps get a team together and maybe enter in fancy dress.
In addition we are welcoming sponsorship opportunities and support.
Further details can be found on www.folkestonecoastal10k.co.uk
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Saturday 21st March: Lydd,
Meeting 10am Park Street just
off Coronation Square, TN29
9AY.
Sunday 22nd March: MOD
beach clean meeting 9am, The
Rype, Lydd, TN29 9JD.
Saturday 28th March:
Seabrook / Sandgate meeting
10am Princes Parade near
Garage (free parking on seafront
until 1st April), CT21 5LZ.

Saturday 4th April: Brenzett
meeting 9.30am Aero Museum,
TN29 0EE.

The Romney Marsh Wartime
Collection & Brenzett Aero
Museum Weekend Event
Monday 6th April: RMCP
Supporting, meeting Royal
Military Canal, Hythe TN25
7BU TN25 7JZ
Saturday 11th April:
Dymchurch meeting 10am
Village Hall, TN29 0PA. (Hot
Cross Buns kindly donated by
DPC)
Easter Sunday 12th April:
RNLI meeting 9.30am Littlestone,
(please park away from The
Varne car park), TN28 8NS.
Easter eggs for all children who
join our special Easter litter pick
event today.
Please check our Facebook page
for full details of all our events search for Litter Picking Watch
Romney Marsh
We are also taking bookings for
school visits and corporate litter
picks, so keeping very busy (if you
would like your school or business
to get involved with an organised
beach clean or litter pick, please
do get in touch) Email:
Litterpickingwatch@icloud.com
All equipment will be provided
and refreshments too, what’s not
to like?
Let’s Keep Britain Tidy
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 5th March
Middlemarsh WI, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 9.30am
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10am
Crafts ‘N’ Laughs, Heysham Hall, Lyddon-Sea, 10am-12noon (new members
welcome)
Keep Fit/Dance Class, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.15am
Heysham Hall Computer Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 7.30pm

Friday 6th March
Tai Chi, beginners/intermediate,
St Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10am
St. Mary’s Bay Art Group, Village Hall,
1-4pm
Whist & Scrabble, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 2-4pm
Friday Children’s Club, Romney Marsh
Community Centre, New Romney, 6pm
(7-10 years)
Lydd Foodbank, Hardy Hall, 6.307.30pm
Pulse Youth, Romney Marsh Community
Centre, New Romney, 7.30pm (11-15
years)
Sequence Dancing, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 7.30pm

Saturday 7th March
Lydd Half-Marathon, Banks Sports
Ground, 10am
Coffee Morning, Methodist Church, New
Romney, 10am-12noon
Pre-Easter Craft Fair, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10am-2pm

Monday 9th March
Crafters & Knitters, Hardy Hall, Lydd,
10am
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist
Church, 10am

Scrabble & Rummikubs, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 10.30am
Greatstone Singers’ Rehearsals, St.
Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 1.15-3.45pm
Tea & Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
2.30pm
Greatstone WI, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 7.30pm
Brenzett WI, Brookland Village Hall,
7.30pm

Tuesday 10th March
Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 10am
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s
Church Hall, 10am
Exercise/Movement to Music, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 10.15am
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall,
1pm
The Games Club, Heysham Hall, Lyddon-Sea, 2-4pm (New members
welcome)
Romney Foodbank, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
5.30pm-7pm
Drop-in Centre, Romney Marsh
Community Church, New Romney,
6.30pm (16 years plus)
New Romney Craft Group, Old School,
7pm

Wednesday 11th March
St. Mary’s Bay Computer Club, Village
Hall, 9.30am-1pm
Romney Marsh Walking Society,
Aldington Village Hall, 10am (4 miles)
Purly Girlies for Knitters, Brooks Café,
Hythe, 2pm
Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers, St.
Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 2pm
Lydd Coterie Club, Hardy Hall, 2pm
Woman’s Wednesday Club, Heysham
Hall, Lydd-on-Sea, 2-4pm

Country Mice Needle Craft Club, Old
School, New Romney, 7pm

Thursday 12th March
Film Night, Ivychurch Village Hall, 7pm

Friday 13th March
St. Patrick’s Karaoke, Shepherd & Crook,
Burmarsh, 8.45pm

Saturday 14th March
March Market, St. Peter’s Church Hall,
Greatstone, 10am 12noon
Spring Fair, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh
Church, 10am-12noon

NEW ROMNEY DAY CENTRE,
ROLFE LANE
(*by appointment only)
Thursdays: Footcare* 9am-4pm; Tai Chi
9.30-10.45am; Seated Tai Chi 1112noon; First & Third Thursdays of the
Month: Hearbase Clinic 9am-5pm
Fridays: Hearing Aid battery service 911am; ICT Rehab Clinic 9am-4pm
Mondays: Ultrasound Clinic* 9am
onwards; Tone Up & Tighten Up 9-10am;
Footcare Clinic 9am-4pm; Dover
Counselling Service* 9am-4pm; NHS
Weight Management* 1.30-3pm; First
Monday of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic*
9-11am
Tuesdays: Hearing Aid Battery Service
9-11am; NHS Health Walk 10am; NHS
Lifestyle Advisors 11am-1pm; Stop
Smoking Clinic* 12.30-4.30pm; Third
Tuesday of Month: Hearing Aid Clinic*
9-11am
Wednesdays: Dover Counselling
Service* 9am-4pm; Tone Up & Tighten
Up 9.30-10.30am; Seated Exercise
Class 11am-12noon; Pilates 4.15-5.15pm

Wednesday 4th March 2020

Page 29

244 - 32pp.qxp_Layout 1 02/03/2020 12:29 Page 30

MARSH MEMORIES

Over 30 years ago – 1989
New Romney Town Council
unanimously agreed that
Richard Collins will continue as
Mayor for another year. At a
packed meeting, Councillor
Carey’s proposition, seconded
by Councillor Dunbavin, met
with full approval and there
were no other nominations.
Deputy Mayor for the coming
year will be Eileen Bolton who
was nominated by two former
Mayors, Fred Raymond and
Betty Wells. Mrs. Bolton said
“It would give me great
pleasure to help keep the flag
flying for this dear old town of
New Romney.”
+

+

+

Lydd Water Sports Centre,
one of the biggest in the
country, is set to become a
major attraction with exciting
plans including a 50-bed
hotel. Permission for the goahead has been granted by
Shepway District Council and
careful landscaping will take
place.
+

+

+

The Burma Star Association is
planning to form a Romney
Marsh branch and a meeting
has been arranged in The Ship
in New Romney. At present,
the nearest branch is at
Folkestone.
+

+

+

The villagers of St. Mary-inthe-Marsh have embarked
on an exciting project. They
have commissioned a new
pipe organ for the church and

if all goes well, it will be in
place for the Christmas
services in December. Over
£3,000 has already been
raised towards the £20,000
appeal.
+

+

New Romney Traders’
Association want extra car
parking facilities in the town.
They want the re-siting of the
swings from the Fairfield Road
play park on to St. Martin’s
Field and to utilise the play
park for parking for short-term
visitors and shoppers.
+

+

+

Lydd Town Council have given
the green light for plans for an
extension to the RNLI
Boathouse and crew facilities
at Dungeness. They also
agreed for building work to
commence on the new
Ambulance Station in the town,
+

+

+

Complaints have been pouring
in concerning the number of
dogs let loose to do their
business in the play park in
Fairfield
Road,
New
Romney. Brownie leader,
Nina Miller said “Scouts and
Brownies used to enjoy
playing games there but we
can’t use the place now as it’s
disgusting.”
+

+

+

One of the newest cricket clubs
in the area is Greatstone
Cricket Club. It was formed by
Power Station worker Neil
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+

Shorter and Greatstone
Primary School teacher Roy
Geddes. They use the school’s
playing field as the home
ground and matches include
playing against Brookland and
Burmarsh. Players include
Captain Trevor Measday,
Vice-Captain Bryan Welbourn
as well as Len Langdale, Mike
Fawke, Phil Hedges, Dave
Maylem, Phil and Andy Smith,
Adrian Duell, Neil Shorter, Phil
Stevens George Bartholomew
and Ricky Boxer.
+

+

+

The popular Headmaster of
Southlands School, New
Romney, Mr. D. H. Bridger
has announced his retirement
due to health reasons. He said
“I shall miss everybody at the
school and would prefer not to
have retired.” He paid
compliments to the wonderful
efforts of the staff and their
work for the local community.
Mr. Edwin James will be the
Acting Head when the new
term opens.
+

+

+

Long service awards were
awarded to Dymchurch
Firemen, Peter Stevens and Jim
Button by Kent’s Chief Fire
Officer, Jeremy Beech.
+

+

+

The people of Lydd will no
longer have the need to travel
to have their pets attended to
as a new veterinary surgery
has just opened off Station
Road.

+

+

+

One of Lydd’s best known
characters, Harry Whiting has
passed away at the age of 78.
He was Mayor of the town in
1967 and was on the council
for 40 years. He was secretary
of the local football club and
was awarded an MBE in the
last honours list.
+

+

+

Over 60 holiday chalets are to
be constructed at the Romney
Sands Holiday Village at
Greatstone despite Shepway
council rejecting the proposals.
An appeal by the camp
owners, Oakleigh Leisure, was
upheld by the Environmental
Minister, Chris Patten.
+

+

+

Popular Brenzett resident
David Smith, died suddenly
recently. He owned the local
coach company that his father
Charles, started in 1939. The
business will stay in the family
with his widow Kate and two
children running it.
+

+

+

Lydd Town Council are at the
helm of the new community
hall project which will cost in
the region of £150,000 and
be sited opposite the Rype.
A hall committee has been
formed to set the scheme in
motion and submit plans for
what promises to be a real
boost for the town.
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CHURCHES CORNER ROUND-UP
Electoral Rolls. All Anglican churches will be
renewing their electoral rolls. EVERYONE has to renew
their name every time, no names are carried forward.
All worshippers are invited onto the roll, the only
conditions are that you are over 16, baptised, and have
attended your church regularly over the last 6 months.
There are NO residential qualifications. Forms are
available in the churches, or ask your warden for one.
The date limit is 5th April. You can only vote at annual
meetings is you are on the roll.
Food Banks. The banks on the Marsh are held in New
Romney, in the Community church, on Tuesdays from
5.30-7pm, and in Lydd Hardy Hall on Fridays, from
6.30-7.30pm. If you have problems feeding your
family, you can obtain the necessary vouchers from the
Community church on 01797 366855 or Rev Chris in
Lydd, 01797 320345.
The demand is increasing all the time, and they have a
list of immediate necessities including tablet soap, long
life juice, shaving foam, long grained rice, instant
mashed potato, Tinned fruit and savoury snacks
(pretzels, crisps etc) Small packets of LL milk and juice,
sugar or tins of beans are welcome, for single people.
Many church have collections points, and all tinned
and packet food, well in date, is welcome, but at the
moment, they DO NOT need tinned beans or soup,
teabags and vegs and pulses.

Brookland. St Augustine
Sunday, March 8. Evensong. 6.30pm.
Brookland Memories. Can you remember when
Brookland had it’s own shops? Before the main road
chopped the village in half? When you could catch a
train from Brookland halt to Ashford? Or maybe you
have photos from bygone Brookland? There will be
sessions to share memories, at the Old Granary, on the
High Street, on Sunday, March 15 at 3pm. Call Colin
or Benedict on 01797 344290 to reserve a place.
Pop up café and Information Hub. The next visit is on
Friday, March 13 from 10am-noon. The recent visits
have been very successful, refreshments and delicious
cake available, come along and join in a morning of
meeting friends old and new. If you need help with
transport, ring Liza on 07771 661871, or Kathy on
07431 737041.
Village Hall Market. The next one will be held on
Saturday, March 7th 10am-noon. Usual wide variety
of stalls, with delicious refreshment. Help is needed to
put the tables away afterwards, if anyone is willing to
help. It is only half hour.

Burmarsh, All Saints
The summer fund raiser event, Plants, Ploughmans and
Pimms, may be some months away, (May 17th) but
green fingered friends are already planning their
planting schemes, and deciding what to grow. The plant
stall is becoming more and more successful, so if you
would like to put in an order for bedding or other plants,
ring Gina on 01303 872341 or Heather on 01303
873781. All donations of plants very welcome at the
time.
CARM meeting point, now meets in the Shepherd and
Crook pub on the 3rd Wednesday in the month, from

11am- 1pm, so the next one will be on March 18th.
Refreshments are £1 for coffee or tea and biscuits, and
you can then stay and have a pub lunch if you wish.

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul
There will be a Lent bible study course, taking place in
St Nicholas (NR) meeting room on Tuesdays at 10am,
and Wednesdays at the Vicarage, 135, High Street,
Dymchurch. The studies start from March 3rd/4th and
continue until March 31st/April 1st. If would like to think
through something deeper than giving up chocolate for
Lent, ring John Richardson on 01303 980027.
There will be a craft fair in the Village Hall on
Orgarwick Avenue, on Saturday, March 21, from
10am-2pm. Sales tables are available for £10. To
book ring Chris Clark on 07740 395497.

St Monica’s RC Church
Saturday, Vigil Mass at 5pm for Sunday. Thursday
morning mass at 10am. Vigil mass, the evening before
Holy Days of Obligation, (Feast Days) at 5pm.

Greatstone, St Peter’s
First Craft Market of the year by Marsh Makers in the
church hall on Saturday, March 7, from 10am-2pm.
Many home-made items for sale, including knitting,
crochet, sewing, shell and beach craft, cards, glass art,
wood turning, baking, cakes and savouries, and
preserves, both traditional and chilli based. All invited
to come along, and enjoy a friendly morning, and see
some unique ideas for gifts or to treat yourself
Prayer for the persecuted church. A group of Christians
meets in the church hall at 10am every Wednesday
morning to pray for Christians all over the world who
are having a hard time. Many are being tortured and
killed, living in fear, having the livelihoods taken away,
and sometimes their children.
Pebbles Dementia Café. St Peter’s Hall. On 2nd and 4th
Thursday of each month a dementia café takes place
from 10.30am-noon, so the next one will be on March
12 , from 10.30-midday. Anyone interested may come
along, carers and those with dementia and memory
problems, or anyone with queries on the subject.

Lydd All Saints
Food bank is at the Hardy Hall from 6.30-7.30pm on
Fridays. See note at top of column for more details.
Donations always welcome.
Retreat Day. Wednesday, March 11th. 10am-4pm. Led
by Hilary Hills, assistant Chaplain at The Living Well,
Diocesan healing Centre. Theme for the day is “healing
through thanksgiving” Fancy a day away from the
Hurly Burly of life. Entry is donation, bring your own
packed lunch, drinks will be provided. For more
information, ring reader Les, on 01797 320108, or
email readerles@btinterent.com.

Methodist Church
World Day of Prayer. This annual event organised by
groups of women from across the globe, is this year put
together by the women of Zimbabwe. The theme is
“Rise take up your bed and walk” and will be held in

the Methodist Church at 2 for 2.15pm start. Previously
known as Woman’s world day of prayer, everyone is
welcome, of all ages.
Dementia Café. The church hall hosts this event, on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month, so the next one
will be on March 3rd from 10am-noon. Refreshments,
and information and help available to all involved, both
patients and carers. All warmly welcome, even if you
just want to find out more.

New Romney, St Nicholas
Saturday, March 28th, concert by the Haywardians
Choir, at 7.30pm, for church funds. They are a locally
well- known and lively, and sing a good variety and
styles of songs. Come along and enjoy the fun.
The next coffee morning and craft fair will take place
on Saturday, March 21st. All welcome, fantastic
collection of books, CDs and DVDs and amazing
refreshments, as well as many craft tables.
Bible Studies for Lent. See note for Dymchurch, the
studies are duplicated in both St Nicholas and the
Rectory at Dymchurch on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
during Lent.

Romney Marsh Community Church,
North Street, NR
Food bank takes place on Tuesdays, from 5.30-7pm.
See note at top of column about accessing Food bank,
and ideas for donations which are always gratefully
received. The need doesn’t look like diminishing any
time soon.
The church meets for worship every Sunday morning at
10.30am. The worship is a mixture of modern and
traditional, and part of the service, youngsters can leave
for specific age related groups. All helpers are police
checked, and well equipped to serve the needs of the
age group concerned.
For any queries, or any subject, ring Pastor Nick 01797
366855. There are midweek groups for all ages of
children and young people, if interested ring the number.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints
Saturday, March 21st, Coffee morning for sightsavers,
a charity that does amazing work overseas, helping
people regain their sight. So often from conditions that
can be treated easily, and a life make life changing
difference to them.
Monday, March 23rd Tea and bingo. 2.30pm in
church hall.

Church Chuckle
From a Hampshire Church Magazine.
“We badly need some more sinners for the choir”

Wit and Wisdom
“Things only have the value we put on them”
Hopeful girl, anonymous writer to Woman Alive
magazine, January 20
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