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April the first,
but it’s no Joke!
The Looker has always been
well known for its great sense
of humour, and our April the
first edition is often looked
forward to by our long term
readers. But this edition will not
feature any such funny jokes.
Many of our regular readers
are of the age that they may
well remember moments that
have changed the world, the
outbreak of the Second World
War, the Cuban missile crisis
and where you were when
President Kennedy was
assassinated. But for several
generations of our readers, we
have never experienced
anything like what we are
currently going through.

The Looker prides itself on being a
champion for the community and
as such we are doing everything
we can to ensure that we can
carry on with this publication over
the coming weeks and months.
Like many companies, we will be
suffering from the same problems
of any other businesses, but are
hoping we can scrape by. As
editor, I would like to thank our
superb team who have found time
to write for this edition and hope
that it is not the last one. In this
edition you will find some light
hearted articles, as that is what we
are famous for in Great Britain,
being able to smile and laugh in
the face of adversity. But the
majority of this publication is
based around information, that
we hope you will find useful.

Our new website has been rushed
through its final stages of design
so that we can put all the latest
information as it happens on
there. Also on the website you will
find a form that you can fill in if
you wish to volunteer with the
newly formed Romney Marsh
Community
Support
Hub
(RMCSH). Within 24 hours of this
going live, we were already
starting to get a steady stream of
people wanting to offer their help,
which again shows the true worth
of our readers! There is also on the
website a form that you can fill in
should you be feeling vulnerable
or would like contact from the
health and well-being team at the
RMCSH.

publication, as we have to pay in
advance for our printing. But
would like to thank all of our
advertisers who continue to
support us and that many see as
an essential form of community
news. We also totally understand
the businesses who have had to
regrettably stop their adverts and
thank them for their support and
look forward to working with them
again after this crisis has come to
an end.

One of the ideas that has been
adopted locally is the delivery of
a coloured card to some residents.
A green card to signify that
everything is ok and a red card
stating that you are in need of
assistance. These can be placed
in your windows alerting
neighbours and care workers
within the community to assist.

Three local community
support hub set up to help
elderly and vulnerable locals
– Page 5

Elsewhere in this edition, you can
read all about the Community
Support Hubs, which have also
been set up in Hythe and
Folkestone.

Gardening for April –
Page 21

As this edition goes to print, we
are not too sure how long we can
maintain a print service for the

Be sure to visit
www.thelooker.co.uk
for all the latest local news

OUR NEXT EDITION WILL BE OUT IN THREE WEEKS
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Romney Marsh Tyres

Call: 01797 367717
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Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
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tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car
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New Romney Butchers
targeted by burglars
A black-market economy is on the
cards with supermarkets selling out
of food due to people bulk buying.
With stories of lorries in lay-bys being
broken into, whilst drivers take rest
breaks and shops being burgled for
essential items. The latest story of
opportunist burglary happened in
New Romney last week.
Police are appealing for information
after the butcher’s shop was targeted
by thieves in New Romney High Street.
Different cuts of meat were stolen from
the New Romney Butchers. It is thought

that among the items stolen from the
High Street shop were bacon, steak,
cheese and various cooked meats. The
butchers, who supply many in the
town, are continuing to operate.
Officers are investigating the incident,
and enquiries are still ongoing.
Anyone with any information should
contact Kent Police on 01843222289 quoting reference 23-0212.
You can also call the independent
charity Crimestoppers on
0800 555111 or online at
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Police disperse people in
Hythe and Folkestone
Local Police were called after reports
of people having a BBQ on the
beach at Hythe last week, despite
warnings from the government to
restrict gatherings of people to no
more than two people. The officers
were called to Hythe seafront last
Tuesday after people were found
gathered along the promenade.
People on social media immediately
accused the people as being
irresponsible, with one person stating:
“Do you not think that the police don’t
have better things to do at the moment
than dealing with these morons.”
Another said: “People need to be
worrying. This is risking police too. If
everyone was sensible then police
could be at home with their families.”
But the main comments seemed to be
about the effect that the actions of a
few might have on the many. Steven
Baylis wrote: “We have all got off
lightly at the moment. We can go out
to the shops and go to work, within
reason if we are all sensible and we
can walk our dogs on our own or with
a partner, but these idiots are going to
mean that the government puts a
complete lockdown in place!”
Police tweeted about the incident from

the Kent Police, Folkestone and Hythe
account.
The warning said: “Today officers had
to disperse groups of people from the
beach.
Please remember that this is a national
health emergency, look after each
other by staying at home. This will help
prevent the spread of the virus.
#ProtectOurNHS”
Police were also called to disperse
people in Folkestone and officers
patrolled streets in Harbour way,
Tontine Street and Dover Road due to
people being gathered there.
A second tweet from officers said:
“Today, Kent Police attended
Harbour way, London Street, The
Harbour, Tontine Street, Dover Road
as well as Hythe beach. Sadly the
officers had to interrupt a group
having a BBQ. We urge you to follow
government advice to save lives.”
The current advice from the
government is that everyone must say
home in a bid to stop the spread of
Covid-19. People are only allowed
out to go out for four reasons shopping, exercising with their family,
to get medical care and travel to work.

EDITOR’S WORD

Welcome to Issue 246!
Well this was always going to be a hard Editor’s Word to write. Firstly
I would like to say that The Looker has been going for ten years this
summer and I am doing everything I can to continue with the paper
and to try my best to weather the storm.
However, this edition will be the last that Wealden Print are able to print for us,
as they have taken the hard decision to shut down in the short term until after
this crisis is over. I really would like to thank them for all of their help over the
past ten years in NEVER letting us down and getting the copy out to us on the
day of distribution, something that other printers would not have been able to
achieve. I also hope that going forward we can continue to use their services
again soon.
So as I write this, I have had to make some difficult choices.
•Close The Looker down
•Go to an online only edition
•Try and find a printer and carry on as long as possible, with a reduced
print run
I have decided to try and carry on for as long as is possible, with the hope that
when things get better, the paper will be there to continue to support local
businesses and the community. As I write this we haven’t got a printer after this
edition. It is also very important that I thank all of our advertisers as without
them the paper could not continue. We also appreciate that for many of them
they are having the same problems as we are, so their support really does
make them local champions.
If you are reading this paper copy, then you probably picked it up from a
newsagents or general stores. This will be for now the only place you will be
able to pick up copies from.
Our website which we recently launched is now currently one of the most
visited sites in Kent! The website will continue to be updated daily and will also
feature the news stories that you enjoy in each edition of the paper. We also
have a new feature of the paper where you can read it like a magazine. It’s
ironic that just as we invest into the new website, our paper version is in peril.
Finally it is obvious that next weeks Looker Party night has had to be cancelled.
We have some options for you. If you had already purchased a ticket you can
return them to the shop you purchased them from and get a full refund. You can
keep them until we have a Party night when the public gatherings ban comes
to an end. Or you can choose to donate the ticket money and it will be split
between the Romney Marsh Litter Pickers and The Looker.
I hope I am writing another Editor’s Word in a few weeks time, but for now
please keep safe and remember that The Looker is the longest-running free
Newspaper for our district. Lets all work together to make sure it continues.
Happy reading – David, John, Sarah, Vicki, Andrew, Kim, Jan, June
and all the other regular contributors
Please note: Due to Coronavirus, some of the advertisers in this edition
may not be operating as normal
With Easter falling in the middle of our normal timings, we hope to have
the next edition of this publication out on Wednesday 22nd April

Praise our local shops
During this unprecedented time of food shortages, queuing to get
into supermarkets and when allowed in, we find the shelves empty.
No soups, no bread, no cleaning products and no toilet paper. These
enormous profitable shops have let us down and how thankful we
must be to our local corner shops.
Our small shopkeepers have kept their shelves stocked, secured regular
deliveries and have supported local people throughout this crisis. Bread
continues to be delivered, tinned foods, fish, vegetables are a plenty in our
wonderful small local shops.
When this crisis is over, don’t forget these small shops that have kept us in
food during this time, continue to use them and regularly, these
shopkeepers need support and thank goodness they have given the public
theirs during these unbelievable times.
Wednesday 1st April 2020
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Selfish supermarket sweep
A message to Panic Buyers everywhere
by Kim Gandy

So, what’s with toilet rolls?
Can anybody explain to me why
there is an obsession with
loading shopping trolleys with
mountains of the damned things?
What sort of collective lunacy is this?
Coronavirus does not affect the area
south of your bellybutton, it’s usually
the TOP HALF it affects. Helllooooo!
Earth to dwellers of the Planet
Sanitiser… why have you descended
on the supermarkets like a plague of
antibacterial gel-coated locusts?
What IS your obsession with toilet
rolls, eggs and bread?
What do you hope to do with that
much toilet roll? Paper the walls with it?
Here is the news: toilet rolls are NOT
ESSENTIALS. At least not in THAT
quantity. Yes, it’s important to keep
clean but why did it not occur to you
to just buy the usual amount? Your
ludicrous behaviour has now
created a shortage. But never mind
eh, while you’re sitting on top of your
Food and Loo Roll Mountain, or
flogging it on the Black Market,
elderly folk and NHS workers
coming off 48-hour shifts are
GOING WITHOUT!
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Have you been on Amazon
recently? Loo roll is being sold for
ridiculous amounts of money. And
antibacterial gel. I saw it advertised
for £27 a bottle online and some
retailers are re-selling it for vast
profits in their shops. So well done!
Helping the profiteers is a really
good idea. NOT!
I had the displeasure of having to go
shopping in Hythe’s Aldi and
Sainsbury’s supermarkets recently,
only to find the shelves stripped
bare, especially of fruit and veg; not
a banana was to be seen. No
loaves, very little milk and a total
absence of eggs. The toilet roll aisle
looked like the deck of the Marie
Celeste.
What I did see, however, was a little
old lady shuffling along with her
basket (NOT a trolley), with a few
meagre items left in it, looking very
despondent.
So do I take it that now you have
created this horrendous situation,
you will be volunteering to help get
food and other essentials to the
elderly, disabled and vulnerable
people who already find it difficult
enough to get out and do it
themselves? Probably not! And what

about the NHS workers doing 48hour shifts? They now have their own
designated hours. Would it be
possible to allow them to at least buy
themselves some essentials, without
coming off a shift only to find they
can’t even get themselves any bread
to toast? Come on people!
In any case, supermarkets are now
limiting the number of same items
you can buy to three and I suspect
they may go even further and by the
time you’re reading this, the Army
may well be deployed to stop this
idiocy.

There IS enough food to go around,
if you buy sensibly and normally.
And have you thought, that by
ordering online, even though you
don’t do this ordinarily, you are
stopping those who cannot get out
to the supermarket from getting their
normal deliveries, which is why
volunteer schemes now have to be
put in place.
Never in my life have I been so
ashamed of my fellow citizens.
Stop it, for Heaven’s sake!

Community comes together to set up
the Community Support Hub
A number of organisations have
banded together to set up a Romney
Marsh Community Support Hub
along with mirrored services in Hythe
and Folkestone. The hubs are now in
action and supporting essential cover
for the elderly and vulnerable people
across the district (see below). A call
was put out for volunteer support to
assist in manning telephones, to
contact people to assess their
situation, and to deliver food and
medicine for people who are unable
to leave their homes.
The Hub is working with Doctors
surgeries across the district, to identify
patients who are deemed at risk.

One of the first things that will happen
is that a list of vulnerable people will
be created and a phone call to these
people will ask them a series of
questions to ascertain, what help they
may need.
This is obviously a huge task and
anyone that states that they are OK
will be contacted at a further time to
check if their needs have changed,
whilst people who are in need of help
will be prioritised. 10,000 fliers have
been printed and are being
distributed to every home on the
Romney Marsh, with details of how to
access the services.
The idea for the Hub was put
forward by
Jenny
Hollingsbee
and the
District
Council, who
have released
emergency
contingency
funds along
with the Town
Council to
cover the initial
cost of the
hubs. All three
hubs are
following a
‘Best Practice’
and passing
information on
from their
experiences.
As we go to
print, additional
phone lines have
been put into the
Romney Marsh
Day Centre in
Rolfe Lane, New
Romney, which is
where the hub
will be based.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

The hub has been set up to ensure that
the Marsh’s elderly and most
vulnerable residents have access to
food, medication and anything else
they need, as well as provide advice,
information and support via a ‘phone
helpline.

Jon Wilson, Senior Operations
Manager at the centre, told The Looker:
“The idea of the Community Support
Hub is to provide a service to support
those most in need in our community at
this time. Setting up this hub is not
without its own challenges; we operate
across a wide geographical area and
the needs of those we are helping vary
so much. Furthermore, as the COVID
situation evolves, so does the
government and NHS advice.

Jon Wilson representing the Romney
Marsh Community hub says:
“The COVID-19 outbreak means that
we’re all facing unprecedented times
and challenges. As things linked to
coronavirus continue to unfold and
the situation worsens, it is even more
important that the community works
collaboratively to support those who
will be most vulnerable over the
forthcoming weeks and months. The
aim of the hub is to keep people
updated on the situation and let them
know what they can do and where
they can get help if they need it.”

“We hope to be able to support the
community in a myriad of ways but
need to establish how best we can do
this given the many restrictions in
place.
“We are looking at the best ways in
which we can help individuals and
groups in order to provide vital help,
while looking at the most effective use
of resources, and, of course, meeting
our own obligations with regard to
providing support to everyone
involved including our volunteers.”

The hub is also looking for volunteers
to support the service and are asking
anyone who can spare the time to
help with manning ‘phones,
undertaking and delivering shopping,
collecting
and
delivering
prescriptions, or dog walking.

Romney Marsh
Community Hub
launched in
face of
COVID-19 Crisis

The Romney Marsh Day Centre has
temporarily updated its Facebook
and web pages and can be found by
searching Romney Marsh Community
Support
Hub,
or
visiting
www.rmdc.org.uk.

Organisations across the Romney
Marsh have come together to offer
help and support to the community
during the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic.

The telephone helpline can be
reached between 9:00am and 4pm
Monday to Friday on 01797 208590
NOTE: This number should not be
called by anyone seeking medical
advice or displaying symptoms.

The Romney Marsh Community
Support Hub provides a single,
coordinated and safe support service
for people of any age. It is hosted at
the Romney Marsh Day Centre and
supported by local councils, charities,
churches, GP surgeries, community
groups and local businesses.

Donations can be made via the
RMDC Virgin MoneyGiving page –
click to view/copy link

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
Wednesday 1st April 2020
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Local rotary clubs
ready to help
There are four Rotary Clubs in the
now extended circulation area of The
Looker: our own club here in New
Romney, one in Hythe and two in
Folkestone, and we all do what we
can to serve our local communities.
At this difficult time the main message
that we all want to send is that we
very much remain ‘Open For
Business’ and to let everyone know
that we are here and will do all that
we can to support our respective
communities not only with financial
assistance to charitable organisations
but also as active members of the
local community support hubs being
set up in our areas. Both the New
Romney and Hythe hubs are
collaborations of local charities,
church leaders, local councillors and
others with a view to linking a
growing army of volunteers with the
growing number of local people in
need of help.
We here in New Romney have
already made grants totalling more
than £5,000 this Rotary year to a
number of groups and organisations
including Shepway Youth Band,
C.A.R.M., Dementia Support, Paula
Carr and Hythe Salvation Army but
we have now halted any further
donations so that we can use the
remaining funds that we have left to
address local needs arising as a result
of the Coronavirus Pandemic. We are
circulating our members with regular
email updates and using that to stay
in touch and vote through any
proposals for charity spending or
anything else that might crop up. We
have already agreed a £1,500

Page 6

Wednesday 1st April 2020

donation to Shepway Foodbank to
be paid in five monthly instalments of
£300 and are now actively seeking
more ways to help with other local
initiatives and individuals in crisis. The
only thing we ask is that anybody
seeking assistance does so through a
recognised charity or organisation as
we are not set up to interrogate and
validate individual cases. Hythe are
helping with a project involving 6th
formers in Brockhill Park learning
about ‘the real world’, and all four
clubs are working together to make
arrangements for the National ‘Youth
Speaks’ and ‘Young Writer’
competitions to go ahead this year
despite the schools now being closed
for the duration.
We wish you all a safe time and urge
everybody to comply with the
governments guidelines which are
well meant and are there to protect
the most vulnerable and keep us all
healthy. For regular updates and to
read a little more about who we are
and what we do you can follow us on
Facebook and our individual club
websites as below.

New Romney
www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk

Hythe
www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/
homepage.php?ClubID=722

Folkestone
www.folkestonerotary.org

Folkestone Channel
www.channelrotary.wordpress.com

Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Your
friendly
local
print
supplier
Whatever your requirements we can help:
Business Cards, Staonery, Banners, Posters, Flyers, Leaflets,
Calendars, Brochures, Magazines … absolutely anything

We take care of print, you take care of business

01797 329 012 / 07535 328 717
hugh@amberprintservices.co.uk

Marsh Couch Choir is sofa so good for Carly
by Andrew South

Carly
Bryant
remains
characteristically modest about what
she has achieved for the Marsh
community in just 15 months, but this
initiative is a mark of what can be
done with no little creativity and
chutzpah.

Necessity is the mother of you-knowwhat, and the current crisis has given
rise to new ideas to lift spirits and
promote connectivity in our
respective virus-proof shelters.

“I am lucky to have the gift of being
able to sing and play music, and just
want to be able to offer a burst of
regular joy by singing some great
songs from absolutely any musical

Roll-call for the Marsh Couch Choir
mental health, and that will be
increasingly relevant in the coming
weeks.”

The Marsh Choir has already carved
its name firmly in the culture and
community of Romney Marsh from
Hythe to Rye, so it was only natural
that its inspirational leader, Carly
Bryant should want to take the
opportunity to ensure that she did not
lose contact with her flock of
dedicated rock, pop and soul singers.
“There were two weeks left of the
current ten-week term when things
were starting to look difficult,” she told
me last week. Clearly there is a
potential problem with 30 or 40
people filling their lungs and expelling
vociferously in a room in close
proximity.
“My priority was to ensure that all
those who had paid for the full term
continued to have the opportunity to
join in their regular weekly sessions,
and to work out a way of doing that,
so the logical way of achieving that
was to do it online.”
And thus the idea of the spin-off
Marsh Couch Choir was born…
“I wanted to provide that sense of
connectivity which is an essential part
of joining the Marsh Choir in the first
place. Singing has been shown to be
an important way of strengthening

So since March 15th - a full week
ahead of other well-known national
choir businesses - she has been
providing the opportunity for the
world to join two sing-alongs every
day at 2pm and 7pm, on the Marsh
Choir YouTube channel, which even I
was able to subscribe to with ease.
She will continue to do this for as long
as necessary, which of course could
be many weeks yet.
The format is quite simple. A fun
warm-up precedes a song selected
from requests and an opportunity to
exchange messages, or some other
light-hearted activity. I joined the
Couch Choir for an afternoon session
of ‘I’ll be There For You’ by The
Rembrandts – perhaps better known
as the theme tune from ‘Friends’. A
quiz for the American sitcom’s fans
followed with the winner being
awarded two sheets of toilet paper –
a much sought-after prize not to be
poo-pooed at in the current climate…
Classics performed so far include
‘Bridge Over Troubled Water’, ‘All
You Need is Love’, ‘Mama Mia’,
‘Waterloo Sunset’, ‘Country Roads’
and a novel version of ‘Dancing
Queen (Stuck in Quarantine)’ among
40 others. Lyric sheets are provided
on www.marshchoir.com, although
you might wish to sing to your own
tune in the privacy of your lounge,
kitchen or garden shed.

The Couch Choir's Carly gets trolled
It filled an enjoyable 20 minutes or so,
providing the participants with a
genuine sense of connectivity and
oneness - before the next cup of tea,
Midsomer Murder repeat or an
umpteenth walk around the garden –
until 7pm at least.
Carly is leading an expanding flock of
songsters from around the world, with
up to a thousand joining in from the
privacy of their homes at any one time.
The implications for this new venture
go beyond the enjoyment to be had
from singing one’s heart out – there
are signs that the project is another
example of the Fifth Continent flexing
its considerable muscle beyond
its borders.

field,” which she nails with her
customary sense of fun, warmth and
frivolity.
What of the future for the Marsh Choir
in a life after coronavirus?
“We will be starting a new term after
Easter for members at the normal rates
and they will receive the usual
practice videos and come together
online at the regular session times. But
when this is all over, I promise a
euphoric spectacular which will bring
everyone together again in the
community!” Carly suggests.
For anyone lucky enough to
experience the two packed-out
Marsh Choir concerts in July and

Teddy Bear's Picnic anyone?

Red, Red Wine

“One lady from Durham has said she
intends to visit us as she has been so
inspired by our online gatherings,”
said Carly. Given that she has regular
singers from Germany, South Africa
and many other places around the
world, the project is putting the Marsh
on the international map…

December last year at St. Nicholas
Church in Lydd, you will know that this
is no idle promise, which gives us all
something to keep safe and live for…
More information as always is on the
website: www.marshchoir.com and
on The Marsh Choir Facebook page.
Wednesday 1st April 2020
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Romney Marsh Wools sheep at Rushfields Farm

Change of venue for
Romney Wools open day
by Andrew South
The third annual Romney Marsh
Wools Farm Open Day has
undergone a change of venue as a
result of the current crisis.
Instead of the stunning setting on the
Marsh at Rushfields Farm in
Aldington, visitors are still invited to
join a Virtual Farm Open Day, with all
the attractions of the ‘Produced in
Kent’ stallholders and insight into the
Farm’s life – but this time in the comfort
of your own home.
“We are of course disappointed that
we have had to postpone the Open
Day until later in the year,” Romney
Marsh Wools’ Kristina Boulden told
me, “but we were keen to do the next
best thing and give the Marsh
community a Kentish taste of what the
Farm is up to at this busy time of year.”
Taking place this Saturday, April 4th,
between 11am and 3pm, visitors can
indulge themselves in a real farm
experience in a variety of online
ways, and pick and choose what they
would like to be part of.
“We want to make this event as
interactive as possible by showing
videos of our lambs and the work of our
stallholders from ‘Produced in Kent’,”
says Kristina. “Former TV Masterchef
winner, Julie Friend, is producing some
top cooking tips online for us, and we’ll
have some great craft-making ideas for
kids as well.

“Around 20 stallholders will provide
information about their fantastic Kentmade products and how you can
organise ordering and delivery
online.”
It is, of course, a busy time of year on
the farm, with husband Paul and the
farm-hands lambing and cultivating –
farm workers are designated key
workers in the current situation, as an
essential part of the rural and national
economy.
And for the Romney Marsh Wools
business itself, it seems the current
cloud has the glint of a silver lining
about it, as its online business is as
busy as it would be in the run-up to
Christmas.
“Although we can’t do this in person
this year, you can still find out about
our products and how they are
made,” says Kristina, “and who
knows, maybe we’ll be lucky enough
to show a live lambing on the day as
well!”
It is hoped that the Real Romney
Marsh Wools Open Farm Day can
be held later in the year, but you can
catch this unique event on
www.facebook.com/romneymarsh
wools;
on
Instagram
@romneymarshwools and
Twitter @romneymarshwool, but also
worth checking the website for all the
product information you need:
www.romneymarshwools.co.uk

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

Local rotary initiative to
help occupy shool pupils
now schools are closed
In our recent UK-wide Rotary
competitions for Young Artists and
Young Writers, local school pupils
won prizes up to regional level.

and parents/guardians to register
their interest in one or both of the
competitions by e-mail to the
following links:

Encouraged by this, and the interest of
teachers and parents, the four local
Rotary Clubs (Folkestone, Folkestone
Channel, Hythe and Romney Marsh)
are keen to help occupy youngsters
while the schools are closed and plan
to hold purely local Young Artist and
Young Writer competitions.

Young Artist: Brian Banks,
Folkestone Channel Rotary Club
begbanks@btinternet.com

•Junior - 7 to 10 years
•Intermediate - 11 to 13 years
•Senior - 14 to 17 years
We’re therefore asking young people
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£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

The competitions will be open to
students in full time school education,
and, for obvious reasons they will be
computer based. There will be three
age groups (ages as at 29th February
2020) for each competition as
follows:

Julie Friend, Winning TV's Masterchef

Over
30 Years
Experience

Young Writer: Gil Singfield,
Romney Marsh Rotary Club,
gilsingfield@btinternet.com
We’ll send specific details to those
interested including the themes, rules
and closing date (expected to be
29th May), and an entry form. Prizes
will be awarded to the winning nine
entries.
Rotary will be using social media,
local radio and press to spread the
word.
Please help us by including details
in your bulletins etc. Many thanks.

Stemming the tide of supermarket sweep
by Kim Gandy
Supermarkets are now restructuring
their hours to accommodate staff
and deliveries and to ensure that
everyone gets what they require,
especially those with special needs.
Sainsbury’s for example, has now
introduced 8am till 8pm opening
hours, Monday to Saturday, including
those with an Argos store. Sunday
opening, Sainsbury’s Local and petrol
stations’ opening times will remain the
same. Every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, all their supermarkets will
dedicate 8am-9am to serving elderly,
disabled and NHS workers.
Tesco has introduced measures to
quarantine their staff who are unwell
for fourteen days and are committed
to paying elderly and vulnerable
colleagues in full if the Government
decides they should isolate for a full
12 weeks.
At the time of writing, all supermarkets
are limited in most cases, to three of
EACH item per customer, to try and
ensure that individuals and families
can have a normal stock of the items
they would ordinarily buy.
However, home delivery services are
now overloaded. I tried to put an
order through the ASDA home

delivery checkout and reached 11th
April, only to find everything up to that
date sold out. I cannot physically
place an order on the ASDA website
at the time of writing, 21st March.

staff to meet the demands and
Morrisons is creating 3,500 new jobs
to expand home deliveries. Look out
for delivery jobs advertised on their
websites and in store.

ASDA 0800 952 0101

I visited Aldi and Sainsbury’s in Hythe
recently, to find shelves stripped bare
of toilet rolls, bread and not an egg in
sight. Rice and pasta were also
conspicuous by their absence.

So all is not lost.

Sainsbury’s 0800 636262

Call supermarket customer services
telephone numbers – or log on to their
websites. Simply Google search.
Please contact the Customer Services
departments, numbers as show, rather
than the stores themselves.

Waitrose 0800 188884

The best rule of thumb is to check out
supermarket websites, enter your
postcode or press the location button,
to find out what their timings are.
Everything is changing by the minute
so it’s best to contact the supermarket
first to ensure that you are not about
to turn up when they are having an
extra delivery.

Aldi 0800 042 0800
Tesco 0800 505555

Morrisons 0345 611 6111
Spar 0208 426 3700
McColls 01277 376374

Extra deliveries are creating another
problem, often the store will be shut at
delivery times because the deliveries
are more frequent and larger in
quantity.
“Please try to be patient with shop
staff and observe the timings for
vulnerable and elderly shopping
hours,” is the message The Looker has
been getting from the main
supermarkets.
On the positive side, Tesco has
announced it is hiring 20,000 new
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G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

MOD beach clean
An insight into one of the areas Litter Picking Watch
frequently clear alongside the Ministry of Defence
During 2019 and now continuing
well into 2020 our group once a
month, have got together on The
Rype at Lydd split into two teams
and headed off down to
Dengemarsh and Galloways.
For obvious safety reason and
with the full support and
permission of the MOD our visits
are on a non firing weekend,
where the teams work towards
each other clearing marine litter
from the foreshore that gets
washed and blown in on this very
decilent area, the full force of
strong Westerly winds behind
Dungeness power station makes
this protruding outcrop a catch
point for the sea to free itself of
unwanted rubbish
Over the months we’ve
experienced some pretty harsh
weather where the strong wind
has blown right through us, too
lazy to go round, at times making
it almost impossible to stand up,
but this is when most of the litter
comes a shore and retrieval is vital
before it returns to the English
Channel. Summer months when
the weather is good the whole
area is a contrasting delight
As you might imagine we have
come across some very interesting
finds that all have a story to tell,
where they have come from, how
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long have they been at sea, how
did they get there, a story that they
keep to theirselves and we can
only imagine the journey they’ve
had.
To date with the help from the
MOD contractors Landmarc we
have removed well over 1000
bags of litter from this vast area of
shingle, plus countless other items
far to big to bag.
The seas on this planet play a very
important role in our eco system,
we humans shouldn’t take it for
granted and use it as a dumping
ground for any unwanted rubbish.
We must change our ways and
respect not only the sea but the
whole planet before it’s too late as
there is no Plan B.
If the Coronavirus has shown us
one thing, it’s how venerable we
are, if there was ever a time that
we needed to clean up Our Act!
It’s now!
Let’s start by not dropping litter.
I’m very proud to say that NRT
Mayor, Paul Thomas had asked
our group for help in delivering
Coronavirus informational leaflets
across our area, and we jumped
at it. As I’ve said before we are
not just about picking up litter we
are about helping to building a
community. #LoveWhereYouLive

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience

MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

The Heinkel is escorted in
by Jan Holben
After eight months of planning, the
long and wide Heinkel convoy, was
safely escorted by the police, and
arrived at the Kent Battle of Britain
Museum Trust on the 15th March.
The journey had been uneventful
except for a slight hitch in the final 50
yards because of seemingly
thoughtless parking by one resident
who parked on road, instead of on
their drive as they had been
requested to.
The Heinkel on close inspection was
found to have some fairly localised
corrosion but nothing that couldn’t be
patched, inhibited or replaced as
necessary. Volunteers Richard
Windrow, Julian Richardson and Jim
Lawrence led by Dave Brocklehurst
MBE had been delighted to find that
many of the Heinkel instruments,
control column, rudder bar pedals
and so forth were still in situ. With
some spare parts, including a large
percentage of the radio equipment
and three of the six MG 15 machine
guns, which has already been
sourced – and with other spare parts
being tracked from various countries
around the world - this Heinkel can be
converted back to her original
Heinkel He 111H-16 specification.
On Monday 23rd March 2020,
Dave and Derek Widdows, ran the
strops back to Welch’s Specialist
Haulage and Welch’s Crane Hire
near Duxford village - and two large
axle stands and a steel bar were
returned to the Aircraft Restoration

Company at the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford Airfield. These
items had been loaned temporarily to
the Hawkinge museum volunteers for

the delivery and offloading of the
Heinkel He 111H-16.
Whilst they were at the Imperial War

Museum Dave and Derek called in to
the Conservation Hangar and
collected the former display caption
(seen here being held by Dave) that
until recently stood in front of the
Heinkel in the Duxford hangar.
The Kent Battle of Britain Museum Trust
at Hawkinge is closed at this time, as
many businesses and enterprises are.
due to the Corona19 lock-down –
although lone volunteers may
continue working on the Heinkel (with
at least the recommended distance
between volunteers) getting it ready
to go on display when the museum
opens again (more information at:
www.kbobm.org)
Photographs of inside the Heinkel were
taken by volunteer Tom Dolezal

Wednesday 1st April 2020

Page 11

The Durango & Silverton
Narrow Gauge Railway

TRAIN TALES – by Andrew Lovibond
Nostalgia ain’t what it used to be, but
1969 was a vintage year. “I only told
you to blow the bloody doors off”,
said Michael Caine in ‘The Italian
Job’. Today there would be an outcry
from the preservationists about the
wanton destruction of a pre-war
Morris Commercial Post Office van
but it seemed to me to be a suitably
spectacular end for an unloved piece
of nostalgia.
Bank robberies come and bank
robberies go, but ‘The Durango &
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad’
goes on forever. We rode it in May
2008 after being tipped off by a
passing South African in a cafe in
Kingston. “It is quite simply the best
railway in the world” he said.
I remembered the name and booked
tickets on the internet when we were
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planning a trip to the Wild West a few
years later. I paid a small supplement
to ride in the Balcony Car at the back
and what an amazing experience.
This was the railroad on which they
filmed ‘Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid’.
The town of Durango in Colorado
was founded by the Denver & Rio
Grande Railway in 1879. The railroad
arrived in Durango two years later
and construction on the line to
Silverton began in the same year. In
1882, the tracks to Silverton were
completed, and the train began
hauling both freight and passengers.
The line was constructed to haul silver
and gold ore from Southwest
Colorado’s San Juan Mountains, but
passengers soon realized it was the
view that was truly precious.

This historic train has been in
continuous operation between
Durango and Silverton since 1882,
carrying passengers behind vintage
steam locomotives and rolling stock
indigenous to the line. It is a familyfriendly ride that created memories
that will last a lifetime while offering a
view of Colorado’s mountain
splendour inaccessible by road.
We got to see the log cabin and the
field used for the bicycle scene. We
also saw where the boys jumped onto
the roof of the moving train, and many
other familiar scenes as well,
including the remains of the blown up
baggage car with the safe still in it. The
scenery is staggering, twisting and
turning riding in the authentic period
carriages, climbing up a Rocky
Mountain gorge with a rushing white
water river alongside. We even got
held up by a gang of masked

desperados jumping on board from
their ponies waving their six guns and
demanding our money or our lives on
the way home.
At top speed of 18 mph, it takes the
train a full three hours to travel the 45
miles by rail from the modern hotel in
Durango to the end of the line in Main
Street, Silverton. There is no station,
you just step off the train into a Western
film set with single storey buildings
hiding behind an oversize facia. They
certainly do “Preserved Steam Train
Rides” differently in the USA.
It was a complete nostalgic Western
experience,
beautifully
stage
managed. The scenery need no
enhancement at all and it was just as
I had imagined it only more so.
If you ever visit the Wild West, don’t
miss it - it’s worth the trip.

Helping hand for
sole traders – without
social distancing!
by Andrew South
We like to hear about new and
innovative businesses in our area,
particularly if they have been started
up by young entrepreneurs. So we
were pleased to meet one such young
and inspiring new business owner, who
came to tell us about her enterprising
project at Looker Towers BC (Before
Coronavirus).
Charlotte Hustwayte has done her
homework to identify a niche in the
burgeoning social media market, and in
particular is keen to offer her services to
the many sole traders in our area.

environment. People are really waking
up to this now and eager to help the
environment, stop animal testing and
reduce plastic use.”
She has been given a helping hand by
the highly-skilled business and
performance coach, Linda Marsh,
formerly Membership Director of the
Kent Chamber of Commerce and
currently lecturing at East Kent College.
“I have a thorough knowledge and
understanding of how business works,
and I think how Charlotte has grown her
business has been amazing,” said Linda.
But it seems the real selling point for
the Socialincs enterprise is the personal
touch.
“It is important for me to develop a
good working relationship with my
clients and I am available to talk to at
any time,” says Charlotte. “If they need
to talk to me on a Sunday afternoon,
then they can do so - I need to be
reactive as well as proactive.”

“The power of social media has never
been stronger, but harnessing it is a fulltime job for most companies,” she tells
me. “The small and medium business
market is well served by a huge number
of corporate set-ups, but I looked in
particular at how I could help smaller
businesses and sole traders who may
well not have the time to maintain their
online presence.”
Although based in Ashford, she is well
acquainted with the Marsh having cut her
social media teeth on one of Zoe Cairns’
excellent courses at the Romney Resource
Centre in 2017. She kick-started her own
business at the start of 2019 and has
quickly picked up businesses nationally
and even in the USA.
“They are all sole traders, but I think
there is a real need here on Romney
Marsh to provide the kind of support to
individuals who are starting up their own
business, or those who have been
trading for a while, but don’t have the
time to keep up with their social media
promotion,” Charlotte explains.
Before she saw the potential business
power of social media, she was a
qualified beauty therapist, and whilst
drawing much of her current work from
the beauty pool, the 28-year-old has
also worked for an accountant and
creatively helped the City University on
a new business idea. She is well aware
of the need for the beauty industry in
particular to move with the times.
“I think the industry is now seeing the
importance of environmentally friendly
products, and those which are not tested
on animals,” she says passionately.
“You can still have high quality products
without unnecessary damage to the

In the current uncertain economic
climate, there may be many thinking
about how best to make use of their own
particular skills and experience in their
own sector, and Socialincs will put
together a personalised package for
Twitter management for £100 a month,
and £120 a month for Instagram,
Facebook and Linked-in management –
a value-for-money and no-nonsense
sum which will make an essential
contribution to the development of a
new business’s brand.
Charlotte is standing up for the sole
trading business with a personal touch
which undercuts the corporate
approach of the big guns. You can find
more
about
Socialincs
at
www.socialincs.co.uk or by calling
Charlotte direct on 07825 137075.
As The Looker was going to press,
Charlotte provided an up-to-date
comment about how businesses are
coping at the moment.
"A lot of my clients - especially
those in the beauty industry - have
currently ceased working, but I'm
finding that they are still wanting to
promote their business by ensuring
that they are still active on social
media."
Which is perhaps one positive to
come out of the current situation.
Wednesday 1st April 2020
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EMERGENCY MARKER FOR YOUR WINDOW
With lots of people looking out for elderly and venerable people in our
neighbourhoods The Looker has come up with this very simple way of letting
passers-by know that you are ok, or you may need some help.
Please cut the facing page out of the paper and place in your window.
If you see a RED SQUARE in a window, please report the address to:

Folkestone and Hythe District Council: 01303 761 116
They will then pass the information on to the relevant Community Hub

A holiday of errors
by Joan C Guyll

2019 wasn’t a good year for me.
My mother passed away and at the
age of 61, I became an orphan.
Prior to her passing, I’d booked
cheap non-refundable tickets on
Lufthansa to fly to Singapore,
intending to celebrate perhaps the
last Lunar New Year with her. The
one fundamental tradition for the
Chinese is that the Lunar New Year
celebrates the reunion of family
members. Wherever we lived, every
member was expected to return to
the family home on the eve to have
a dinner. It is an annual exodus –
think in terms of the yearly migration
of Wildebeests in the Okavango
Delta. So when the third week of
January came along, Brian (my other
half) and I, duly packed up and
headed to the Little Red Dot, despite
mum no longer being there…well she
was … but only in spirit.
We were also booked on a
Singapore Airlines flight from
Singapore to Melbourne Australia
where a couple owed us two weeks
in a Home Exchange scheme. They’d
stay in our home a year ago and
now we decided to take over their
home. We were looking forward to
the abundant wildlife and the
colourful birds Australia had to offer.
Before we even left Lydd though,
news of the devastating bushfires in
Australia rocked us. Should we be
risking our lives just so we could stay
free of charge in someone else’s
home? Besides, there wouldn’t be
any wildlife left. However, George,
the Australian English told us we’d be
fine. Rawson, where they lived,
wasn’t affected. He told us of the Vic
Emergency App we should
download and if there was an
evacuation call, just leave. You can’t
outrun a fire he said. We were also
tasked with looking after his 3 chooks
while we were there. It prompted me
to ask if we had to carry the chickens
with us should we need to evacuate.
Page 14
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As a precaution, I ordered a couple
of N99 masks from Screwfix and
packed them in our bags – in case of
smoke and haze – both Brian and I
had weak lungs.
By the time we reached Singapore,
everything was confirmed and
thankfully, the worst of the bushfires
were put out by the summer rains.
Unfortunately, the rains didn’t stop
and the ensuing floods headlines
quickly put new doubts in our minds
about our imminent Aussie holiday.
Things soon went further south when
news of the corona virus surfaced just
before the start of Lunar New Year.
On 23rd January, Singapore had
her first victim, a visitor from Wuhan.
Our flight to Melbourne was
scheduled for the 6th of February.
We deliberated whether to go or
cancel – there were rumours about
governments implementing 14 day
quarantines. If the Australian
government decided to do that on all
new arrivals, we might find ourselves
spending our 2 weeks stuck in the
out-backs with only camels for
company. What if there were
infected passengers on the same
flight - 8 hours together, 30000 feet
up in the air with no chance of
escape? Singapore Airlines assured
us that they were scanning all
passengers before boarding and all
planes were thoroughly sanitised
after every flight – so we boarded
and left as scheduled. Upon
reaching Melbourne, the only
question we had to answer was
whether we had been to China in the
past 14 days. We replied in the
negative and were allowed into the
country. There were no scanners at
the airport either.
Two weeks of idyllic bushwalks and
bird-watching passed in a flash. Then
we were back in Singapore and
preparing for our final leg back to
UK. We thought the worst was over
– but no, the corona virus was
spreading like wildfire. Checking

Lufthansa online five days before we
were due to leave Singapore, we
were shocked to see that our 18th
March flight from Singapore to
Zurich was cancelled. They have
rerouted us to Frankfurt instead. The
Zurich to London Heathrow sector
was still confirmed. How did they
expect us to travel from Frankfurt to
Zurich – walk??? After several futile
attempts to call their Singapore office
number, we took a bus straight to the
Lufthansa office in town and
knocked on their doors. They
wouldn’t let us in – a notice on the
door said no reservations are made
at that office. We had to call them on
the same number which we had tried
for hours. Fortunately it was around
lunchtime and we cornered a lady
coming out of the office and asked
for her help. She took down our
details and then returned to say she
will get the people in the reservations
to sort it out. Subsequently, we
received an email that our Zurich
flight has been changed to Frankfurt
– London. So that was a relief.
Three days before our flight, on the
14thm Saturday, a friend mentioned
during lunch that all A380 may be
grounded. Lufthansa flies A380! So
we checked online again and to our
horror, our flights home on the 18th
were indeed cancelled. This time, I
rang the number given and hung on
for 55 minutes before someone
answered. She put me on hold after
my explanation about our flights
being cancelled without any warning
and came back to ask if we wanted

to fly out on the 15th at midnight or
the 16th. I chose the 15th, thinking it
meant I had 2 days to pack and will
be ready. When we got home after a
farewell dinner with my sister, we
logged in online preparing to checkin 23 hours before the flight and
change our allocated seats if need
be. To my horror, I read that the flight
was at 00:05 on 15th, not midnight
15th. I looked at the clock – it was 10
pm. In 2 hours and 5 minutes, our
plane would take off without us. So
my husband and I rushed to the
airport in a Grab and managed to
reschedule our flight to the 16th at
00:05.
The Swiss Air flight was miles better
than Lufthansa in terms of inflight
service but a Swiss girl I was sitting
next to had a mask on. When I
playfully asked her if she was ill, she
replied that she met someone who
tested positive for the virus 2 weeks
earlier. Oh no!!!
We are now safely back in Lydd but
decided that we’d impose a 14 day
stay at home isolation upon
ourselves. I promptly made a Contact
Tracing log, then wrote an email to
Boris Johnson telling him how
Singapore had managed to contain
the virus spreading in 53 days (from
1 to 243 cases) with no deaths
whereas UK had somehow lost the
plot from 2 to 1543 cases in the 47
days with 54 deaths. (a copy of this
email will be forwarded to you too)
For now at least, only time will tell
if we managed to escape the
final threat.

WE ARE

OK
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WE NEED HELP!
Please report to Folkestone &
Hythe District Council

01303 761 116
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Learning for life
by Jan Holben
Some of us will have lots of time on
our hands now – especially true for
those who are self isolating.
I have worked at jobs which are
boring and every second takes an
hour to pass – and long periods of
boredom are not good for anyone. To
help you find a way to spend your
spare time more productively, or just
to have a little fun, I have compiled
this little online learning list. Most, if
not all, of these learning resources are
FREE – so fill your boots.
The Open University, a world
leader in open and distance
learning, all OpenLearn courses are
free to study. OU offer nearly1000
free courses across 8 different
subject areas (Health, Sports &
Psychology. Education &
Development, History & The Arts,
Languages, Money & Business,
Nature & Environment, Science,
Maths & Technology and Society,
Politics & Law). Courses are
available to start right away.
www.open.edu/openlearn/
free-courses
Reed Co UK features a wide range
of Free courses, including classroom

based courses, online courses and
distance Learning courses (including;
Nutrition & Health, Bookkeeping, IT
Skills, Business & Administration, etc.).
Eligibility for each course may vary,
so it’s important to contact the course
provider for full terms and conditions.
www.reed.co.uk/courses/free
Alison has over 1,000 high quality
courses available across 9 distinct
categories (IT, Health, Humanities,
Science, etc.), all absolutely free to
complete. All our courses are selfpaced and have been designed by
subject matter experts, to give you
an interactive and enriched learning
experience. alison.com/courses
BBC Teach. This resource is
especially useful for students of all
ages, although adults may find it
interesting too. Whether you’re at
home or at school, you can use BBC
Teach for free. The website is home to
thousands of free curriculum-mapped
videos, arranged by age-group and
subject. www.bbc.co.uk/teach

Local care home pays
tribute to the Community
by Kim Gandy
As the Coronavirus pandemic grinds
everything to a halt, people will no
doubt be worrying about loved
ones, especially those residing in
care homes, which are now on strict
lockdown. Relatives are unable to
visit, so it’s vital that care staff and
management remain upbeat and
keep everyday routines as normal as
possible.
However, the staff and management
of Creedy House, at Littlestone on Sea
have wasted no time in trying to keep
up the spirits of their residents and
have come up with an innovative and
inspiring scheme. They have sent out
community links to ask for letters and
cards for the residents – and have
been overwhelmed at the response.

their daily routine, and they are
missing their loved ones.

Pamela Baker resident at Creedy
for 11 years

“It’s a difficult place to be – protecting
the vulnerable physically but ensuring
we still meet their emotional needs.
Creedy is like a large family and I
have an amazing team of staff.
“We have had a great response and
the residents have really enjoyed
having the cards read to them and
looking at the pictures. It’s been lovely
to see them smile.”

I like quotes so I will finish on one:
“The more that you read, the more
things you will know. The more that
you learn, the more places you’ll
go.”– Dr. Seus

“Local children have been sending in
pictures and accounts of activities
such as walking their dogs and
tending allotments.”
Jeanette Lausch resident at Creedy
for 6 years

Home Manager Nesta Hollyer said:
“We have had to stop visitors as part
of the Corona virus guidelines. Some
of our residents have been married for
many, many years and never been
apart so this has had a huge effect on

Nesta added: “Some of the letters
have told us about the writers’ lives
and families and this has enabled us
to reminisce with our residents about
their life histories.
“The local community has been
amazing; so many people have
contacted me to offer help if needed,
from entertainers to retired nurses.
Thankyou!”

sell your services to
thousands of our readers ...
advertise your business in

For more inFormation
please contact

01797 364387
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A game changer
by Jan Holben

LOCAL FOOTBALL
Bridon Ropes 4
Lydd Town 2
Although the Lydders scored first
through Dale Horton in the 10th minute
in this league match, the home side
quickly fought back and were 4-1 up
midway through the second half. Dale
scored again just before the end but
the defeat keeps the Marsh side in 14th
place in the table.

New Romney 4
Stansfield 1
A reversal of the previous week’s game
saw New Romney pick up their first
points in the County League since
November. Goals from Warren Smith
and Roy Godden helped secure the
three points but New Romney remain
in the bottom two.

New Romney Res 4
Staplehurst Res 3
A close fought encounter in the Weald
of Kent Cup saw the home side
progressing to the next round. James
Watson opened the scoring for New
Romney in the 20th minute and Liam
Simmonds added a second ten
minutes into the second half. A revival

by the visitors and it looked all over for
New Romney but a couple of goals
from Jacob Skillin secured the win.

Anchorians Vets 2
New Romney Vets 2
Goals from Luke Parker and substitute
Ian Wilson helped New Romney to
share the points in this league game.
However, they are still bottom of the
league.

Horsebox Bars 7
Lydd Grasshoppers 3
Horsebox Bars top goal scorer Ashley
Boyd proved the difference as his four
goals helped his side into the semi
finals of the Val Helen League Cup in a
7-3 win over Lydd Grasshoppers. The
game was switched to the all-weather
facility at the Homewood School in
Tenterden following several recent
attempts to play the fixture had failed,
and it was Horsebox who adapted to
the 3G pitch better beating a
Grasshoppers side playing their first
match for nearly two-months due to
the recent wet weather. Jordan Boorer
scored an impressive hat-trick for
Grasshoppers.
Due to the Coronavirus, there will be no
more local football until further notice.

Contact The LOOKER

10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney,
Kent TN28 8LZ
Telephone: 01797 364837 • email: info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble,
07853 309290 or info@thelooker.co.uk
TO ADVERTISE call 01797 364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk
Every eﬀort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the information is correct. The LOOKER
newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication.
Personal views expressed in this publication are solely those of the respective contributors and do not
reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not responsible for services provided by the
advertisers. All material supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in
part of this publication is strictly prohibited and without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the
property of The LOOKER newspaper and Marsh Media Limited.
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A report written for Government –
attempts to predict how the country
would change in the event of a
pandemic. There is no doubt that
things are difficult for just about
everybody just now, and for many its
downright frightening – but one of
the things predicted is that we will
become a more caring and altruistic
society, valuing our elderly more
than we do now and in general we
will become more family oriented.

One memory, way back, from my
childhood was when we as a family
would sit together after Sunday dinner
– to play a game of Monopoly.
Going back 50 years before I was
born, back to 1903, the forerunner to
Monopoly was created by Elizabeth
Magie, or Maggie as she was known
to friends – and it was known as the
Landlords Game.
Some 30 years after Maggie created
the Landlords Game, Charles Darrow,
having discovered the game when

playing with friends Charles and Olive
Todd, thought that he could improve
on the game – and after making
changes it was recreated as the game
of Monopoly that we know now.
Described as: “Monopoly, one of the
worlds most popular and iconic
board games comes to our hometown of Folkestone in Kent. Travel
around the board to explore and own
your favourite landmarks and
attractions in this beautiful seaside
town. Will you buy The Harbour Arm
or the lovely Leas Lift - perhaps even,
the Leas Promenade? You can can
even own one of the local
businesses”. Other Folkestone
Monopoly assets include: a Martello
Tower, WW1 Memorial Arch,
Brockhill Country Park and the Old
Fire Station.
And now, around 120 years since its
inception as the Landlords Game –
Monopoly – a fast dealing property
trading game, comes to Folkestone.

Kerry’s Mother’s DayTreat

Just before the big Coronavirus shutdown, Kerry’s Kitchen of Lydd managed to cheer up some local
mums with surprise packages of delicious scones and cakes on Mother’s Day. Here are some of the
happy recipients. However, for now, in line with Government regulations, Kerry’s Kitchen is now
closed but owner Kerry Manahan reassured The Looker that the community café will be up and
running again as soon as things return to normal.

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a dif cult time”
• 24 hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans

Gas & Oil Boiler Service, Repair and Installation

• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels ofRest
• Monumental Mason

For fast, e cient service
contact us:

Owen House, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on the site of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parking available.

248 Cheriton Road | Folkestone | Kent | CT19 4DN
To speak to Helen and "TIMFZ
Telephone: 01797 369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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Our Man in

Westminster
DAMIAN
COLLINS

Over the last week I have had meetings, conference calls
and contact through digital media with many local
organisations and businesses to discuss the impact the
coronavirus is having on our daily lives.

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who has offered to help
in the community, and for the work of our councils and
voluntary organisations in trying to co-ordinate these efforts.

Many people have been in touch asking where they can go to
offer support, and also local residents who are vulnerable and
self-isolating wanting to know if help is available for home
deliveries of food and medicines. Folkestone and Hythe District
Council is following the national guidance in creating a
community hub for our area to co-ordinate both those who are
seeking help, and people volunteering to give it. The District
Council can be contacted by telephone on 01303 761116 and by
email at Covid-19@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk if you would like
more information about this. There will also be local
community hubs for Folkestone and Hawkinge, Hythe and
Lyminge, and Romney Marsh which residents will also be able
to contact directly. I have included this information, along with
the latest health and travel advice in a new section of my
website which can be found at damiancollins.com/covid-19. We
will be updating this regularly with the latest news and advice.

Last week the government announced further measures to help
businesses that have been affected by the coronavirus and the
shut-down of many areas of the tourism and hospitality sectors.
I know this will have a severe impact on our local economy, and
this has been an issue that I and other MPs have raised with
Ministers directly in the House of Commons. I was therefore
pleased to see that the Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi
Sunak, has confirmed that the government will pay 80% of the
salaries of employees not working. Employers can contact
HMRC to join the coronavirus job retention scheme, which will
pay up to £2,500 per worker each month to businesses. The
scheme will be available within weeks, by the end of April.
Wages claimed can be backdated to 1 March. Businesses will
also be able to get loans, interest free initially for 12 months,
through the coronavirus business interruption scheme. The
loans will be available from Monday 23rd March and the
government has not put a cap on how much money will be
available. Hospitality, retail and leisure will pay no business
rates for the rest of the year, and no business will pay any VAT
from now until the end of June. I would fully expect that date to
be revised if the crisis is still continuing.

I know that there are concerns about what more can be done to
support self-employed people and those on zero hours contracts
over the coming months. I would hope and expect that there
will be further measures announced by the government on this
shortly, but please do get in touch with me about any particular
concerns you might have.
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Gardening GreenFingers
APRIL

Susie Coupar gives us her tips
for April

increase the exposure daily
until plants can be left out all
day and night. Watch out for
signs of stress.

2. Cut back spring flowering
shrubs after they have
bloomed, then give them a
dose of fertilizer. If Azaleas or
Camellias are looking a little
yellow between the veins,
apply some organic feed. Trim
dead flowers from spring
bulbs, but leave the foliage to
provide the energy for the bulb
next spring.

It’s spring! My favourite
time of year …
The cold, dreary winter is behind
us and it’s time to get out in the
garden and prepare for a new
growing season. New growth
appears daily and the bare soil is
covered by fresh green shoots and
bursting forth with colourful tulips.
Fat buds appear on Wisteria, and
the hawthorn is preparing to make
its annual show in the hedgerows.
Every day is full of change and for
the gardener it is both an exciting
and busy time.

Here are my top ten
gardening tips for April

1. If you are growing summer
vegetables from seed,
remember they need to be
hardened off before planting
them in your garden. Gently
harden them off by introducing
the plants gradually to outdoor
weather and sunlight. Leave
them outside on mild days for
short periods of time and

3. It’s time to start weeding. When
your plants are just starting to
grow, fully developed weeds
can choke your budding plants
and kill them, so make sure you
pull out as many weeds as you
can - roots and all. Perennial
weeds such a bindweed,
couch grass and ground elder
should be dealt with sooner
rather than later, as they will
take over the whole garden if
you leave them to it.
4. Later in the month - if you
already have your hardy
annual seedlings ready to go,
it’s time to transplant them from
their home indoors to their new
home in the garden, providing
there is no risk of hard frost.
Before they’re placed into the
ground, they need to be
hardened off. When you
transplant your seedlings, try to
do it during the afternoon of a
cool and cloudy day.
Seedlings will often struggle
while making the transition
from a climate-controlled
window sill or greenhouse to
the outside, where the climate
won’t be as consistent, so if

your plants seem to droop and
lose a bit of their strength,
continue to water and care for
them - they’ll regain their
strength and continue to grow.
Once the ground temperature
rises above 6 degrees Celsius,
half hardy annuals can be
sown directly into a prepared
bed.
5. Continue to dead-head Violas
and Pansies in containers, they
will flower profusely from now
until the end of May. Avoid
planting summer bedding
plants too early, although
many plants such as Bacopa,
Petunias and Fuchsias are
available to buy in many
garden centres; they will still
need protection from frost and
April showers. If you cannot
resist the temptation and you
have a greenhouse, they can
be kept in a protected
environment until they are
ready to plant in mid-May,
when all danger of frost has
passed.
6. Now is the time to take cuttings
from over wintered
Pelargoniums (commonly
known as Geraniums). It is a
great way to increase your
plant stock and in my opinion,
you can never have enough
Pelargoniums, particularly the
scented varieties!
7. Plants that will grow tall this
spring and summer need
staking to prevent them being
damaged or blown down by
windy weather. Most of us
aren’t thinking about
supporting a plant that is only a
few inches high, and our
window of opportunity can
easily pass. Peonies will be
putting on a growth spurt and

coming into leaf, so use sturdy
metal circular plant supports to
hold the weight of a heavy
bloom, and you will be
rewarded with a fantastic show
of blowsy Peonies come May.

8. If you have a sunny patch of
bare ground in your garden,
sow a wild flower meadow.
Seed mixes are readily
available and it is the perfect
way to introduce beneficial
insects into the garden.
9. Tomatoes which have been
grown from seed can now be
potted on into a larger
container. Sticks or small
bamboo canes can be used
for support at this stage. They
can be potted into their final
growing spot or container in
mid-May. Pinch out the tips of
any leggy growth and ensure
that watering is consistent and
airflow is free around the
young plants.
10. The spring cut flower patch
will be at its zenith now.
Continue to pick later
flowering Narcissus and
colourful bunches of Tulips for
the house. You may be lucky
enough to live in a part of the
country where the Cow
Parsley has begun to make
an appearance, along with
Bluebells, Honesty and April
blossoms; you can create a
most striking floral display.
From now on, always try and
cut flowers early in the
morning or in the evening; as
warmer temperatures can
make flowers wilt quickly.
Always have a bucket of cool
fresh water on hand if
possible.

Wednesday 1st April 2020

Page 21

MARSH MEMORIES

“Green Grow
The Rushes”
The film, ‘Green Grow The Rushes’, was
filmed in and around New Romney in the
late 1940s and released in 1951. It starred
Honor Blackman and Richard Burton and
was a fictitious tale of smuggling on
Romney Marsh.
Some local children were
used as extras and were on
a float in a carnival that
went through the High Street
to a large Fair in St. Martin’s
Road. Filming also took
place inside and outside the
Town Hall, in North Street
and opposite the Primary
School in Church Lane
where a replica of the ship
involved was built in
Prior’s Farmyard.
In one scene in the farmyard, some ducks had to appear drunk and their legs
were tied together with rubber bands to create the illusion! The farmyard was
where Ashdown Close is today. Much of the filming was done around Romney
Marsh and also at Rye and Rye Harbour.
The story was about a group of enterprising smugglers who make use of an
ancient charter to smuggle brandy into the southern coast of
England. When their ship is seized it looks like they are in
trouble until the Customs Officers try and find out where the
brandy went. Most of the local people are involved in the
smuggling scheme operated by Captain Biddle and his
accomplice Robert (Richard Burton), who is posing as a
fisherman when he is seen by the newspaper editor and his
journalist daughter Meg (Honor Blackman). The smugglers’
next cargo gets caught in a violent storm and their boat
washes inland, settling in the meadow of a farmer. This was
the last film that Richard Burton made in England before he
went off to Hollywood. Also in the film were Arnold Ridley
(of ‘Dads Army’ fame), Colin Gordon and Bryan Forbes.
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LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker

I was amazed when visiting a shop in New Romney (Cheap Jacks) to
purchase, as I do weekly, two bottles of antiseptic disinfectant, I normally pay
£1. I could not believe that they had increased the price to £2.50 for the same
bottle overnight! Surely this is a case of profiting from people’s illness?
Bearing in mind that rates for businesses have ceased, should this this case of
unreasonable behaviour be rewarded? I am 82 years old and can just
remember the black market days of the forties.
B M James, Lydd

Mrs P’s Diary
Day three of social distancing. The house is
sparkling and the garden is weed-free. So
there is also a daily challenge to disinfect
and hand wash regularly. And there
is the news to be watched.

But, I somehow feel that some good
is coming out of the terrible
situation. The sky is blue, the traffic
less and most people are pulling
together in true Blitz Spirit.
Obviously I don’t actually
remember the Blitz. My neighbours
have all offered help with errands.
Mr P is high risk and his carer won’t be coming for a while as
she sees so many people. I can’t visit my 101-year-old mother
as the care home is closed. My cousins up the road have been
magnificent with offers of shopping, sharing delivery slots and
even bringing some Paracetamol round.
I venture out to Iceland on foot occasionally as we don’t have
transport now and I think taxis may be a bit risky. We had a
very tasty meal tonight of pickle, Easter eggs and chewing
gum. I am saving the anchovies and Jeyes fluid for Easter.
Diluted of course …
This dire situation is also highlighting the wonderful work
force, not only the NHS, but cleaners, delivery drivers, carers,
teachers and others. Perhaps they could now be properly
paid and treated like the stars they are …
Remember, our grandparents went into the trenches for us,
surely we can sit on the sofa for them.

Telephone:
0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN

Budgeting Tips
or “making your pennies work harder”
We did start with the importance of freezer space last time,
but the effort of buying groceries and feeding ourselves has
taken new turn! Having spare freezer space has been really
beneficial. We have all been horrified by the selfishness of
panic buyers, and one can’t help wondering a) how it is all
paid for, and b) where people are storing it all! Older houses
have nooks and crannies and walk in pantries, but not the
average new house!
In fact, without making a special effort, our expenditure is
going down anyway. There is no-where to go to, so you are
saving money, in meals out and admissions to activities and
events! You also don’t need motoring fuel, so the need for
petrol and diesel is falling, as is the price at the pumps.
I expect people with children at home will find the
consumption of food rising, with the kids around all day. Be
firm with the family- if you haven’t got it, they will have to do
without! Promise yourself you will not be terrorised into paying
over the odds for any item, especially from the internet.
Remember the old war time spirit. As long as they have food
of some sort, don’t pander to your family, because they “have
to have” their favourite brands. Endless consumer
programmes have shown that brand loyalty is largely a con
trick. In blind tests, brands always do badly in value for
money, and many aren’t any better taste-wise.
Don’t be afraid to try other brands and products, and try not
to waste food. A good idea is to serve from the middle of the
table, so that if any is left, it hasn’t been “messed about” and
can be saved and used again. As long as it is kept in the
fridge, food can be served again the following day, perhaps
disguised with something else.
Flour is becoming hard to come by, so lots of people who
don’t usually bake must be trying to bake, which must be a
good thing. A good way of using left over veg and potato, is
to add a few tablespoons of flour, and seasoning, to mash it
up with a tough fork or potato masher. When formed into a
solid lump, shake flour onto a board, and form it into rissole
shapes with your hands, or roll out and use a cutter. Then fry
in oil in a pan, until golden brown on both sides. They can be
served with any meal and are very tasty.
There is a sudden glut of programmes for keeping children
amused while off school. Be wary of getting involved with
expensive schemes. Felt tips, crayons, coloured pencils, water
colour and poster paints and scrap paper go a long way.
There are lots of activity books for adults and children in 2nd
hand shops. Create your own scavenger hunts, with lists of
things for children to find, around the house, or in the garden.
Do some cooking with them. Enjoy board games, and an
atlas with them, and take time to look at nature bursting out
everywhere. Daffs, tulips, and green buds take no notice of
Corona virus!
Remember the famous quote from Ghandi. “There is enough in
the world for everyone’s need, but not for everyone’s greed”
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