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Community
support
NHS staff and
keep their
hands safe
With the dilemma of having
to use hand gel and
sanitising products, doctors,
nurses and staff of the
William Harvey Hospital
have been suffering from
sore hands, so one member
of staff appealed to the
people of the Romney Marsh
by placing a post on
Facebook.
Joanne OluochI told The
Looker: “I work at the William
Harvey Hospital. Due to the
current epidemic, all staff are
having to wash and sanitise
their hands constantly. Our
hands are becoming dry,
cracked, sore and burning.
Last week I posted on social
media appealing for
donations of hand cream. I
was totally over whelmed by
the rapid response.
Hotel Complimentary
Products in New Romney
donated and delivered 500
tubes of hand cream along
with Romney Marsh Wool
who also donated some
items.

Gill the Avon rep for Lydd,
set up a group for people to
Paypal her £3 and those
people would have donated
three tubes of hand cream.

Continued page 3

FREE

to our ‘wonderful community’
Thank You!

After what has been one of the hardest
months in living memory for most of us, The
Looker would like to say a simple ‘Thank
You’ message to all the hard working
volunteers from across the area, not just
our excellent NHS staff who we all
recognise have gone over and above what
is expected of them! But also all the other
people who have not only gone that extra
mile to support our community but also put
themselves at risk doing so. In the picture
above you can see photos of some of the
people who have directly or indirectly
helped our District tick over the last month.
These are the people within our community
that always put others first, to make sure
the job gets done. Featured above we have
school teachers, plumbers, all the
emergency services, police, ambulance,
fire-fighters, coastguards and lifeboat
personnel. There are Councillors and

officers of the district, who have enabled
services to continue. There are a few
people who without their support even this
newspaper could not go ahead.
The one good thing that comes out of this
horrendous COVID -19 pandemic is the will
of the people to not only fight it head on, but
also not flaunting the social isolation
guidance put down by the government.
Folkestone and Hythe District Council have
gone over and above what many councils
have done, with one example being
processing grant applications for small
businesses. Within a week of launching the
online form, many applicants had their
money paid into accounts within 48 hours.
As we go to print, the council has paid out
over £8 million to many businesses. They
have also looked after the homeless people
within the district, who are seen as being in
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the ‘High Risk’ category and made sure that they are all in
secure accommodation.
One thing is for certain, we have by no means come to the
end or even the beginning of the end of this pandemic!
I think we all know that even when we do, lots of lessons
will be learnt and we may face some hard times ahead.
But on the plus side, the sense of community has grown
within our district and hopefully it has put more things into
perspective about what really is important.
Everyone is now very much behind our emergency services
and the carers looking after us, should we need help. But
the other unsung heroes are the people we take for granted
on a daily basis, the bus drivers, the taxi cab drivers, the
postman that delivers your mail, the shop keepers working
extra-long shifts to ensure we all have enough essential
food to go round.
Finally, I would like to thank all the volunteers who have
taken time out to contact the three local Community Care
support Hubs in Romney Marsh, Hythe and Folkestone.
These people are doing an amazing job. They contact all
the vulnerable people within our community by telephone
and make sure they are ok, and using volunteer drivers
they deliver food and essential medicine.
When we published a form on our website nearly a month
ago to ask for volunteers, we had no idea how many people
would contact us. We have passed all the information onto
the three hubs and Looker readers are making up a large
percentage of those people ‘going that extra mile’.
It is not too late to put yourself forward to be a volunteer. If
you go to: thelooker.co.uk and look under the Coronavirus
update page, you can find the online forms to fill in. We will
then pass these forms onto the relevant community hubs.

EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 247
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Continued from page 1 Last Thursday I collected from
Gill well over 100 tubes of
hand cream and Andrew
Smith also from Lydd ordered
four big bottles of E45 hand
cream which I collected from
him. So many people all over
the Marsh donated and left
the bags in their gardens. I
was unable to hug them and I
just think they need
recognition for their kindness
and great community spirit.
Not only are the helping the
staff but they are bringing a
smile to their faces.”
Gillian Carson who runs the
Avon franchise for Lydd, told
The Looker: “I saw Joanne's
request for hand creams for
NHS staff on social media and
being hugely appreciative of

our amazing front line
workers, I immediately hoped
it might be something I could
help with. Many already know
me as a local Avon rep (and
from Facebook as Gill Lydd
Rep) so I thought I'd do what I
could, especially as Avon had
a 3 for £3 special offer running
on this particular product
(perfect timing!). I launched a
request for help and the
response has been amazing.
Every single penny of
earnings that I would've made
from the purchase of the
hand-creams has gone back
into buying even more hand
creams (over 300 and still
counting).

I've been completely
overwhelmed by people's
generosity - a HUGE thank
you to all who have donated
and of course to our hard-
working NHS staff and all key
workers.”

Joanne took the bags of hand
cream into the hospital the
next day and distributed the
creams amongst not only the
ward staff but also the
canteen staff, and as you can

see from our pictures, all the
staff were visibly very happy
to receive the good will gift.
Support for our NHS has
never been higher than at the
current time. On Thursday
nights, the country comes to a
standstill as people open their
windows and stand in
doorways to applaud the work
that all the emergency
services do.
Perhaps if you would like to
go that extra mile to show
your appreciation, we can put
you in contact with Joanne
and you can add to the much
needed supply of hand
creams for our superb staff at
our local hospital.
If you would like to donate,
email your details to:
corona@thelooker.co.uk
and we will arrange for the
cream to be picked up and
taken to the hospital.

Continued from Front Page
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So we have mainly managed to get by the past three weeks
without too many dramas, and I would like to think that it is
not all bad news. For example, the one thing I have noticed
when out walking Ted for his walks along the beach, is that
there really does seem to be a good feeling of solidarity.
People, who you may have never seen before, smile and
say hello. People seem to have spent the last month
working out for themselves what really is important and that
seems to be health and wellbeing.
I have to also say, it is always very easy to attack people of
differing political opinion, but seeing people from all political
persuasion, working together to try and do ‘The Right Thing’
is also inspirational.
It is not all good news though. I try not to look at social
media too much, but seeing some of the posts about our
Prime Minister being published did make me see red. I was
about to write a response along the lines of he is someone’s
son, brother and father and no matter what you think about
his politics, no one deserves this kind of hatred plastered all
over social media! As it happened, I did not have to worry
as the post was removed and replaced by many more posts
stating ‘Get Well Boris, the country is behind you’.
It is also good to see that the community hubs are working
well and with lots of volunteers making them work as
planned. If you would like to get involved or would need
some help, all the information is on our website:
www.thelooker.co.uk
I was also one of the people who at 8 p.m. on a Thursday
night, took to my balcony to applaud the NHS. Being
cynical, perhaps I thought I would be a loan clap in the still
air! Happily, I was very wrong. On the dot of 8 p.m.,
clapping started, pans were being banged and there was
cheering. It was all very emotional to be honest and it is
something I intend to do until the end of this horrendous
pandemic.
On to happier events. Firstly I would like to thank Russell
Tillson who financially assisted in getting the last edition
printed. With the reduction of advertisers, it is getting harder
and harder to put the paper together. You may notice this
edition is slightly different in design as for the first time in
three years I have had to do the layout myself. Let’s just
say I am a little rusty!
We also had to cancel our fund-raising event at the St
Mary’s Bay Village Hall and return all the ticket money. BUT
I am proud to say that when the lockdown is finally lifted, we
have spoken to New Romney Town Council about holding a
‘Party In The Park’ in St. Martin’s Field in New Romney. The
idea being it will be a free event for people to come together,
with a couple of bands and other entertainment. We will
publish more on this as time goes on, but hopefully this will
be in mid-August.
Finally thank you to you the readers for backing our
community newspaper and to the advertisers who are our
lifeline. You will see some new adverts in this edition,
promoting companies that are delivering their products to
you.
If you have a service that you can offer the community,
please let us know. We are committed to keep the paper
going and this issue is being printed by a new printer, so
thank you all for your support.
Stay safe, stay in and long live The Looker!

David Wimble and the whole Looker Team.

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

01303 232575
33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

SUPPORT FOR RESIDENTS
FACING FINANCIAL ISSUES
Folkestone & Hythe District Council (F&HDC) is urging
residents to get in touch if they are facing difficulties paying
their Council Tax as a result of the COVID-19 situation.

Anyone of working age who is in receipt of Council Tax
Reduction will automatically get up to a further £150 off
their bill as announced by central government. This will be
applied automatically and the council will be rebilling those
affected in the next few weeks. This does not affect those
of pension age.

The council has put together a list of financial support
available to residents at folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/financial-
support

This page also signposts to a Council Tax, Benefits and
Budget calculator which can work out your personal
budget, any entitlement to benefits and how a change in
circumstances can affect your personal budget.

There are links within the calculator which will allow you to
apply for any benefits you are eligible for. This is the best
way to work out what support you can access.

Cllr Tim Prater, F&HDC Cabinet Member
for Revenues, Benefits, Anti-Fraud and
Corruption, said: “Sadly the COVID-19
situation has badly affected the finances of
many. Residents should check our website
if they face financial difficulties with paying
their council tax or rent to see what
support we can offer.

"If you need to speak to us about this please do call, but
our call team is likely to be really busy - try the website and
calculator first."

If you are unable to go online and complete the calculator
or any of the other financial support forms online you
should contact customer services on 01303 853555.
Please be patient as we are experiencing a high volume of
calls.In addition if you have been assessed as eligible for
Universal Credit, and this includes a housing element to
help with your rent, or Housing Benefit, additional support
may be available via the discretionary housing payment
scheme. To apply for this please go to folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk/financial-support and click on the
Discretionary Housing Payment link.

For help with utility bills, credit cards, loans or any other
debts please contact your provider.

Cllr Tim Prater
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Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

on: covid-19@ageukhl.org.uk or Call 01303 269602
Folkestone Community Support Hub – run by Three
Hills Sports Centre supported by Citizens Advice and
Kent Coast Volunteering. Contact them on: covid-
19@3hsp.co.uk or 01303 316186
Romney Marsh Community Support Hub – run by
Romney Marsh Day Centre.Contact them on: Covid-
19@rmdc.org.uk or 01797 208590

The council has set up a helpline 01303 761116
(open from 9am to 5pm every day) and an

email: Covid-19@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk

WWW.THELOOKER.CO.UK/CORONAVIRUS-
UPDATE

VOLUNTEERS RALLY
AROUND THE VULNERABLE
AS HUBS GO LIVE
Volunteers from all over the district have rallied around
their communities, going the extra mile to help those in
need during the COVID-19 outbreak.Community hubs
based in Folkestone, Hythe and New Romney – all funded
by Folkestone & Hythe District Council – have been
supporting residents requiring assistance during this
challenging time.

Hundreds of local volunteers have answered the call of
their communities to answer phones, pick up shopping
and deliver prescription medication to vulnerable people.

Owen Hardie (21), a volunteer at Folkestone community
hub, is a trainee shift manager at McDonalds, but has not
been working since the closure of the fast food
restaurant.He said: “I have done all sorts of things since I
have started volunteering at the Folkestone hub. From dog
walking and shopping to answering calls at the Three Hills
Sports Park, where the hub is based.The other volunteers
are great to work with and come from all different walks of
life. I’d definitely recommend it to others and would tell
people in a similar situation to me to sign-up to be a
volunteer at your local hub.“It’s a privilege to be able to
help our community at this difficult time. We all have
friends and relatives who may not be able to go out for
themselves at the moment, so to have a service like the
Folkestone community hub is vital for those who are most
vulnerable.”

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, Cabinet Member for Communities,
said: “The strength of community spirit in our district is
extraordinary and Owen is certainly proof of that. Owen
and others like him are doing an incredible job of
supporting the local community while our residents’
movements are restricted. I’ve been overwhelmed by the
positive proactive support from our local organisations and
volunteers such as Owen. Without these people,
vulnerable residents would be isolated and struggle to get
by. My heartfelt thanks goes out to them all. No one in our
district need feel as though they are going through this
challenging period on their own. If you need assistance
and don’t have a local support network – please do get in
touch. We’re all in this together, so let’s look after one
another.”

The council has set up a dedicated community hub page
at folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/community-hubs. Here you can
sign up to be a Community Hub volunteer and also
request assistance from the Community Hub if you are a
vulnerable person without a local support network.Your
local hubs are open from 9am – 4pm. These
cannot be visited but can be contacted on:Hythe
Community Support Hub – run by AGE UK.Contact them

MEMORIAL GROUNDS CLOSED TO PREVENT
COVID-19 SPREAD

Folkestone & Hythe District Council has closed the grounds
of its cemeteries and crematoriums until further notice in line
with national advice.

It follows the publication of guidance from the Institute of
Cemeteries and Crematorium Management stating memorial
grounds should be closed to the public during the COVID-19
outbreak except for funerals with immediate family
members.

The new restrictions took effect from the 3rd April at the
following sites:Cheriton Road, Folkestone, Hawkinge
Spring Lane, Hythe,Church Road, New Romney,
Church Lane, Brenzett, Mill Road, Lydd

Cllr John Collier, F&HDC Cabinet Member for Property
Management and Grounds Maintenance, said: “These
unprecedented times have highlighted just how important
our loved ones are, so we know this will cause some upset
among residents.“We have a duty of care to everyone –
especially during this ongoing situation – and it would
be wrong of us to risk public health by ignoring this
advice.“We will reopen the grounds of our cemeteries
and crematoriums as soon as national guidelines
allow.”

For the latest on COVID-19 related matters locally,
please visit folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/coronavirus

Romney MarshTyres
Derek Linch -Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www .romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING
FREE
BALANCING

Page 4



Romney Marsh
Community Hub
The story so far.....
The past few weeks have brought huge challenges to so many
people. The government’s dailyupdates continue to deliver
worrying news from up and down the country, and the impact of
COVID-19 on the community and daily life is greater than ever.

The Romney Marsh Community Support Hub was set up to
provide a single, coordinated and safe support service for
people in need. Following a call for volunteers, over 150 people
came forward to ensure that the most vulnerable residents in
the community have access to food, medication and anything
else they need. Volunteers are ready to answer the phone lines
every day, providing advice and information on a wide range of
issues.

In just over two weeks, the hub has delivered more than 1,000
hot meals, along with 70+ baskets of shopping and
prescriptions. Helpline volunteers have also made and received
over 400 telephone calls, assisting people to access additional
help, medical advice and financial support.

Jon Wilson represents the Romney Marsh Community hub:
“The response from the Romney Marsh community has been

overwhelming and we were able to ensure that the hub was up
and running as quickly as possible in order to get this vital help
to people who are most in need. Of course, it’s not been without
its challenges; we needed to make sure that the correct
processes and paperwork were completed, not to mention the
operational logistics of ensuring that our volunteers are safe –

running a kitchen on
this scale and having
to remain 6ft apart at
all times is no mean
feat.”

He continues:
“Government
indications are that we
will remain in a
lockdown situation for
some time and so it is
even more important
that we do all we can
for residents and the
wider community. We
aim to keep people
updated, to keep in
contact and let them
know that we are here
for them, as well as
offering practical help
through our network of
volunteers. Thanks must also go to local shops andbusinesses
who have gone out of the way to assist. It really is a
community-wide effort.”

The Romney Marsh Community Support Hub can be found on
Facebook or by visiting

www.rmdc.org.uk.

The telephone helpline can be reached on 01797 208590
between 9am and 4pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 12pm on
Saturday/Sunday or on email covid-19@rmdc.org.uk

NOTE: This number should not be called by anyone seeking
medical advice or displayingsymptoms.

TRAVELADVICE
The Foreign & Commonwealth
Office now advises British people
against all non-essentialtravel
worldwide. If you now need to
change or cancel your travels plans:

Contact your airline, travel company,
cruise line or other transport and
accommodation providers

Get in touch with your insurance
provider

Continue to follow the NHS
coronavirus guidance

I NEEDHELP
If you are in need of support, the followingCommunity
Hubs and organisationscan help.

Folkestone Community Hub:
Email: covid-19@3hsp.co.uk
Phone: 01303316186

Hythe CommunityHub:
Email: covid-19@ageukhl.org.uk
Phone: 01303269602

Romney Marsh Community Hub:
Email: covid-19@rmdc.org.uk
Phone: 01797208590

FolkestoneHaven:
Folkestone Haven Recovery Workers can offer a listening
ear and help you to create a safety plan for your mental
wellbeing during this crisis.
Phone (calls only, no texts):
07827 533871 / 07827 533887 / 07827 416697

Folkestone and Hythe DistrictCouncil:
COVID-19contact details
Email: covid-19@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Phone: 01303761116

I WANT TOHELP
If you would like to volunteer, the followingCommunity
Hubs and organisationsare in need of assistance.

Folkestone Community Hub:
Email: covid-19@3hsp.co.uk
Phone: 01303316186

Hythe CommunityHub:
Email: covid-19@ageukhl.org.uk
Phone: 01303269602

Romney Marsh Community Hub:
Email: covid-19@rmdc.org.uk
Phone: 01797208590

Become an NHS Volunteer Responder:
goodsamapp.org/NHS

Volunteer with Folkestoneand Hythe District
Council:
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/volunteer/form

HEALTHADVICE
Everyone must stay at home to help
stop the spread of COVID-19.This
includes people of all ages – even if
you do not have any symptoms or
other health conditions.
If you have coronavirus symptoms
a hightemperature and/ora new,
continuous cough donʼtgo to a GP
surgery, pharmacy or hospital –
use the NHS 111online service to
find out what to do.

BUSINESS ADVICE
The Government has announced a
raft of measures to help employees,
businesses, and self-employed
constituents:

The Coronavirus Job Retention
Scheme: the Government will pay
80% of the salaries of employees
not working

The Coronavirus Business
Interruption Loan Scheme offering
loans of up to £5 million to SMEs

The Bank of Englandʼs Covid
Corporate Financing Facilityhelps
large firms raise working capital

The Self-employment Income
Support Scheme: the Government
will pay self-employedpeople a grant
worth 80% of their average monthly
profits over the last three years,
up to £2,500a month, for the next
three months

Coronavirus (COVID-19):
guidance and support

damiancollins.com/covid-19/

For full advice go to:
nhs.uk/coronavirus

If you have symptoms go to:
111.nhs.uk/covid-19

Full information at:
gov.uk/coronavirus

Find all information at:
gov.uk/coronavirus and

businesssupport.gov.uk
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Telephone:
0800 032 2699

T: 01797 342196
M: 07928534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,

New Romney TN29 9RN



G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer

NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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Migrants make the most of
good weather

In the last three weeks, over 170 migrants have attempted to
cross the English Channel with Border Force intercepting four
boats carrying 57 migrants crossing the English Channel in one
day. And a further 59 migrants were detained the previous day,
when four boats were also stopped. It is thought that local gangs
are behind these attempts, working with French partners, advising
the best place to head to.
The Looker has previously reported how boats had been
recovered from the beach with fuel tanks that would not have
enough fuel to make the crossing and confirming the reports that
unscrupulous French fishermen are dropping the boats within site
of the UK coastline.
Home Office Director for Crime and Enforcement, Tony Eastaugh
said: "Those facilitating these illegal crossings and the criminals
behind this trade are breaking the law. If someone facilitates an
illegal crossing, we will enforce the law and seek to return those
with no right to be in the UK. We are working around the clock
each day with the NCA and French law enforcement agencies to
arrest and dismantle organised crime gangs in France. On a daily
basis there are extra police patrols on French beaches, drones,
specialist vehicles and detection equipment to stop small boats
leaving European shores."
Those detained will be brought to Dover and will be assessed to
establish whether there are any medical requirements. All will be
transferred to immigration officials where they will be interviewed
and their cases will be dealt with in line with the immigration rules,
transferring to detention where appropriate.
With reports of Covid-19 spreading fast between the migrants
living in small communities, Border Force officials are alerted to
the fact that they could be carrying the virus, with extra
precautions being taken.
With the UK news being mainly taken up by the current Covid-19
news, these people seem to have slipped under the radar of even
local news. Emergency services, who are already overstretched
at this time, are reported to be on standby for opportunist
crossings over the coming weeks and months.
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Lockdown Mission
by Jan Holben

The strange and scary times we are in means that I have not
been out and about as much as previous months. We have cut
down our dog walking exercise – and now only go out every 3 or
4 days, usually late evening. Luckily we do have a garden, so
spend time each day chasing the dog around the garden to give
him some exercise. We could just chuck the ball up the garden
but our doggie would lose interest in that game – so we have to
chase him around the table to get the ball which he thinks he has
stolen from us – that is his favourite game. Although when I went
indoors for a glass of water and looked out of my kitchen window I
saw our doggie, with the ball in his mouth, chasing Richard
around the table...not quite sure what went wrong there hmmm!
So – for my Mission article on this occasion I am relying on places
I have visited over the months or places I am familiar with. One of
my favourite places to visit each week, for some years, has been
the old Folkestone cemetery (Cheriton Road) – that may sound a
bit grim – but its actually a lovely and tranquil place to be. Whilst
my lovely volunteer group work clearing up the weeds and
shrubby bushes – I wander around picking up rubbish. Given the
Lockdown that group activity has stopped for a while, as all
cemeteries are now closed to the public due to Lockdown.
There are so many interesting characters in the old Folkestone
cemetery (Cheriton Road) – and I have written about many of
them (book to be published when I get round to optimising the
images) - but for this article I will tell you about three - William
‘Cookie’ Cook and Edith Pechey – both unique characters in
their own way, each contributing to Folkestones colourful history.
THE MUD MARCH: One of the first women doctors in the UK,
and a campaigner for women's rights Edith Pechey became one
of the ‘Edinburgh Seven’ - the first seven female undergraduate
students at any British University, and proved her academic ability
by achieving the top grade in the Chemistry exam in her first year
of study, thereby making her eligible to receive a Hope
Scholarship. To appreciate how unusual it was for women in those
days to achieve the professional qualification required to practice
as a doctor, it is worth
considering Edith
Pechey’s own words
in June 1906, when
giving a speech to an
audience at the
London School of
Medicine prize giving.
Dr Edith Pechey
said: “When next you
hear of a clever
operation or
diagnosis by a
woman doctor,
remember that in
politics women are
classed with lunatics
and criminals”. Edith
was also at the
forefront of the
‘United Procession of
Women’ also known
as the ‘Mud March’
which went under the
suffragists colours of
red, green and white.
The Mud March, as it
became known, was
a peaceful demonstration through the rain soaked streets of
London on 9 February 1907, organised by the National Union of

Women's Suffrage
Societies. The march
attracted more than
three thousand women
(no mean feat before
social media existed)
who marched from Hyde
Park Corner to the
Strand in support of
women's suffrage -
Edith PECHEY died
April 1908 and is buried
in section 18 of the old
Folkestone cemetery.
SMUGGLER TURNED
PREACHER: The
memorial to William
‘Cookie’ Cook stands
about 6ft high, there is a
big anchor with chain
standing atop a
headstone resembling a

pile of rocks, with a preachers hat, and an open book at the front.
The anchor tells us that William hailed from a sea faring family,
his father John Cook was said to be variously a brick maker or a
fisherman during the summer months, and like many of his
neighbours, a smuggler during the winter months. Following in the
family tradition William was like his father before him, a smuggler
in his wild younger years, and in his older years he would tell the
tale of how his father John Cook lost his life, with all his crew
mates, when ‘The
Jane’ was sank; “I
can remember
when my father
started for his last
voyage. I was then
only six years old,
and cried to go with
him, as he was
going out with his
bag on his
shoulder. He told
me not to cry, and
promised to bring
me home ‘a young Jane’.”
But it appeared they fell in with a heavy gale of wind, and the
cutter was knocked down. The fact was she was so heavily laden
with tobacco and gin, that she was not able to encounter the gale,
and down she went with all hands. The crew numbered 53, and
every soul perished”. This terrible loss of life was not unusual and
it is said that in this one year (1822/23) almost 200 children were
left fatherless due to loss of life at sea.
William, in his later years, turned from smuggling, and instead
was known affectionately as ‘Old Cookie The Preacher’ and he
lived to be 72 years old - well loved by all, he died in 1888.
He was described as ‘one of nature’s noblemen, equally liked by
old and young, rich and poor’. Cookie was a founder member of
the Band of Hope of Folkestone – and involved in the religious
instruction of the sea-farer. He was known as always willing to
speak a kindly word - but he would also admonish in a straight
forward way when he thought it was needed. “Every Sunday
morning Old Cookie had a certain round which he took for
distributing pictorial cards, leaflets, and little books, and the
anticipation of this visit each week might have been seen by the
children waiting at their respective doorsteps to greet Mr Cook,
and to receive the little gift and cheery words of the kind old man
– many of the children always clinging round him on his journey
through the streets. Old Cookie’s memorial includes elements of
his seafaring background and his temperance work and can be
seen in section 7 of the old Folkestone cemetery.



Make masks
and Help the NHS
Teach Me is teaming up with The Looker to get put some
craft projects together which can be downloaded from The
Looker website – www.thelooker.co.uk – and also at Teach
Me’s site www.teachmecourses.co.uk
As you know many of our wonderful NHS nurses and support
staff need to wear Personal Protective Clothing (PPE). How-
ever, we have been informed that the elastic is cutting into
their ears and making them sore .

We have created a simple headband that can be made
from clean old T shirts or fabric or if your not so good at sew-
ing these can be knitted or crocheted.

Be sure to visit www.thelooker.co.uk for all the latest local news

What you Need
• Old T shirt or suitable

fabric (some with a bit
of Stretch in them is
better) Wool if you are
knitting or Crocheting
them.

• Scissors

• Tape Measure

• Sewing machine/nee-
dles, knitting needles or
crochet hooks.

• Buttons (large enough
to be able to hold the
elastic.

Cut the fabric into a rectan-
gle between 18 – 25 inches
(46 -54cm) Long x 6.5 – 8
inches (17.5 – 21cm wide).
The sizes can vary as not
every head is the same size!
So, you can use the fabric
you have to make differ-
ent sizes. You could also
crochet or knit a rectangle
between any of these di-
mensions.

Fold the fabric in half length
ways as shown below

Stitch along the edges
where shown – allowing half
an inch (10cm) from the
stitching to the edge of the
fabric to make a tube.

Trim any excess fabric to
tidy up the mask. Turn the
tube inside out so that the
stitching is on the inside.

Fold half an inch of fabric
(10cm) inside of the open
end to neaten the edge.

Tuck the closed end of
the tube (a) into the other
“open” end making sure
that all the fabric on the
open end is neatly tucked
around the outside of the
stitched end of your tube.
Pin in place, then hand or
machine stitch the two ends
closed.

Insert closed end of band
inside open end of band

Flatten the tube putting the
sewn edges at the bottom.
Place a button either side of
the tube approx. 5.5” from
the bottom

Sew the buttons
approx. 5.5 inch-
es (14.5cm) one
on each side of
the band (The
buttons should
be attached
to the band so
they align with
the middle of the
ear). You can
vary this depend-
ing on the size of

the band.

NOTE! Sewnedges at the bottom

Bands can then be washed
OR if you have a steam iron
– steam the bands as this will
kill off any germs (steam is

very hot, so please be care-
ful!!) This will also press your
headbands so that they are
neat and then can be put
into a clean bag ready for
delivery.

There are many versions
of simple folded fab-
ric masks; this is one. In
just minutes, you’ll have
something that covers
your nose and mouth and
will help you keep from
touching your face. Make
sure you can breathe
comfortably when wear-
ing, and wash after every
use

Supplies • Clean cotton
bandanna, napkin, scarf,
or square of fabric, about
20” x 20” or larger. Be sure
you can breathe through
the fabric. • Two elastic
hair ties (this is a great
opportunity to use ties
that may have stretched
out a little, for comfort).
Large rubber bands could
be substituted.

Instructions
STEP 1 Starting from the
bottom, fold the fabric
up a few times, until you
have 2” (5cm) remaining
at the top; fold that area
down.

Put all items into a sealed
bag and deliver them to
Teach Me Courses, 3 Cock-
reed Lane TN28 8JH and left
with Bathtub Beryl! We will
then arrange for all itemsto
be delivered to the recip-
ients. If you are a health
worker, nurse or carer and
would like to receive head-
bands and masks, please
call Yolanda on 01797
364366 or email to: info@
teachmecourses.co.uk

STEP 2 Loop the hair ties
over each end of the
folded fabric, centering
them with about 7 - 8” (17
- 20cm) between the ties.

STEP 3 Fold the left end in,
and then the right, tucking
the right end into the left
end. If desired, use the
safety pin to pin through
the layers of the two ends
to secure.

STEP 4 Place the mask,
loop the elastic hair ties
over your ears, and adjust
for comfort.

No sew fabric masks

Homemade face masksare not medical grade.There is no guarantee thata homemade face maskand materials mentionedin this pattern will protecta user or others aroundthem from COVID-19 orother hazards. Anyonewho uses a homemadeface mask and materialsmentioned in this patterndoes so at their own risk.
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In these challenging times we
have to stay positive
Social media is rife with negative views. I find it so
depressing that the continuous media coverage is so
negative. Finger pointing will add nothing to this situation.
People quite rightly are worried and frightened, we don't
know what is to come, but it won't be improved by scare
mongering.

I believe that people are trying to do their best, not just
Nurses, Doctors and Carers who have the toughest role
on the front line fighting this virus.

What about those who deliver the post, parcels, or those
who serve you in the chemist or supermarket they all have
a part to play and should rightly be applauded in keeping
our society together. Should we not praise teachers who
help keeping those, the working mums, nurses and the
like available for work.

This Virus is unprecedented...unknown, could not be
foreseen. I believe Government, the Civil Service and
business are trying to do what they think best under
immense pressure...why would they not. There are
panicky people out there for whatever reason thinks it is
clever to say the Government, the NHS and the Civil
Service are failing the people...who can they blame?

A natural disaster like Covid-19 has not happened in living
memory. I believe that our multi faceted society will and is

rising to the challenge. My biggest concern is the Banks,
that the people bailed out in the financial crises now have
to help those people who helped them. We have many
small business hanging by a thread who definitely need
the banks help...if the banks fail them it will not be
forgotten or forgiven.

As I have said we are all in this together, the Government
said from day one they would be led by the top medical
and science people...what is wrong with that. We can't
'magic' up more civil servants at national or local level we
have to do the best with what we have got. I think Boris
and his cabinet are doing a great job, who else could do
more!

A parting view is to say how
proud I am of the Marsh
community who are
leading the way at the
Romney Marsh Day
Centre, our new
emergency hub and
the many local people
who have
volunteered their time to
help fellow residents.

Cllr. Tony Hills
Kent County
Councillor for
Romney Marsh



By David & Holly Wimble

A few issues ago we stated that with people being ‘locked
down’ for a number of weeks, there had never been a better
time to start a new hobby, or in my case revitalise an old one.
A few weeks ago I decided that I wanted to build a model
railway and have a project I could enjoy with my daughter
Holly (although if I’m honest mainly for me!). Both Holly and
myself have been surrounded with ‘Big Boys Toys’ for years,
having been brought up with model making with everything
from model railways to aeroplanes, boats and cars, but many
of these projects involved going outside. So I decided to do
something that could be done indoors and decided that I
would build a model railway.
The first thing to do is to choose what scale? Some readers
will remember their first ‘Hornby’ 0 Gauge or 00 gauge train
set (the older ones can probably remember the old tin plate
clockwork 0 gauge). But always never wanting to be like
everyone else, I went for something a bit different, a scale
called 009 (or if you are a European modeller HOe).
An order for some flexible track and points along with fish
plates (the track joiners), track pins and some rolling stock
was placed with a model shop in Dundee, and 48 hours later
and a few pounds lighter, everything arrived.

The first job was building a baseboard or in my case
three baseboards. These are made up of 2" x1" timber
and bolt together. A rough idea of the track plan was in
my head, but then out came the jigsaw and the cutting of
MDF track bed started. Next came the tricky bit, laying
the track and making sure that the engines ran round
smoothly.
For some people this is the end game and they just
watch their engines going round and round, but for me
the fun part is making the scenery. As I mentioned I had

The Corona
Light Railway

done some model making before; it was 37 yearsago when I
had a summer job helping at the RH&DR on their layout in
model land. So I had some idea of how to go about it.
A sheet of 2" insulation board was acquired and roughly cut to
form the hills and mountains. With the
railway being set in a welsh quarry this was
all quite high and very messy. But the best
part was to come, covering the
polystyrene with plaster
bandage (the same as is used if you
break your arm). This made a hard
base that is then covered with
plaster and artext to sculpt the rock
faces. After all this
dries off, its painting the rock face
with acrylic paints and
sticking
coloured

sawdust to
represent
grass and small ground up granules of rock.
As I write this first article, all the track is laid and the scenery
on one board is 75% complete.
The other fun part is that Holly enjoys building the model
buildings to go on the layout. These are mainly made of
cardboard, and come semi cut-out and involve folding and

gluing together. She has found out that she is a dab
hand at this and has already made up three buildings
with another six to go.
This has been a lot of fun so far and I predict at least
another month’s work will be needed to be done before
the layout looks finished. But then the additional fun of
putting lights in the buildings and all the very small
detailing takes place.
The hope is to get it finished and ready so that it can
be exhibited at a Model Railway exhibition later in the
year. We will keep you updated as to our progress in a
future issue.
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Damian Collins

during which she gathered over 200 signatures from
those working across the film world including Scarlett
Johansson, Brad Pitt, Renée Zellweger, Bong Joon Ho,
Leonardo DiCaprio, Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, Elton
John, Joaquin Phoenix, Laura Dern, Spike Lee and
Saoirse Ronan. In addition to the £16,000 the suit
fetched at Phillips Auction House, Powellʼs advocacy
for Jarman introduced a new audience around the
globe to the Prospect Cottage appeal, stealing
headlines throughout the 2020 awards season and
motivating thousands of pounds in donations.

Tilda Swinton said, ʻWhen Derek initiated the project
of making of this little house on the shingle the
unique and magically empowering space it has come
to be, not only for him, but for so many of us, it was
at a time of intense uncertainty and fragility in his
own life. That our casting the net of our appeal to
keep this project alive has coincided with the
phenomenal global challenge to community with
which we are currently faced – and that that net has
still come in so full of bounty – has only served to
prove how invaluable this vision of future is to us all.ʼ

Alastair Upton, Chief Executive of Creative Folkestone,
said, ʻCreative Folkestone is delighted to see that so
many people, many of them from our county and
community, have supported the Art Fund campaign to
save Prospect Cottage. We are honoured to be
entrusted with the responsibility of caring for this
masterful artwork. Over the coming years we will
begin a journey of ensuring that the long lasting
legacy of Derek Jarman in Dungeness will continue to
inspire artists, activists, creatives and gardeners as
they take up residency and make work for us all to
enjoy. As we celebrate this successful campaign to
save Prospect Cottage and continue a great artists
legacy, we are once again reminded that, now more
than ever, art offers hope.ʼ

After Jarman purchased Prospect Cottage in 1986, it
quickly became a source of inspiration and a creative
hub where his parallel artistic practices and
collaborators came together. Today it represents the
most complete distillation of his pioneering creativity
across film, art, writing and gardening: from his 1990
film The Garden starring Tilda Swinton, to his journal,
Modern Nature, to poetry etched in the glass, to
driftwood sculptures and the remarkable garden he
created on the shingle beach. More than 25 years
after his death, Prospect Cottage continues to be a
site of pilgrimage for people from all over the world
who come to be inspired by its stark beauty and by
Jarmanʼs legacy. The cottage and its contents are now
being sold following the death in 2018 of Keith
Collins, Jarmanʼs close companion in his final years, to
whom he bequeathed the cottage.
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We have experienced an Easter weekend like no other in
peacetime. Whereas last year there were complaints during the
bank holiday weekends that heavy traffic made it difficult for
visitors and residents to get into or out of Folkestone, this year the
roads, like the beaches and parks, are quiet. We have now
endured three weeks of the COVID-19 lockdown, and we are not
yet at the expected peak for contamination from the virus. The
government’s scientific advisors believe this will come next week,
and that by early May we should see the numbers fall decisively.
Other countries in Europe which went into lockdown earlier are
now starting to make plans to ease the restrictions. In Italy and
Spain some businesses have been allowed to re-open and more
people are able to return to work. On Monday evening, President
Macron of France announced that the lockdown will remain in
place in his country until 11th May, and then the restrictions should
start to be eased. The UK government will benefit from the
experience of understanding the impact of the decisions made in
other countries, that needed to impose restrictions earlier but will
then be able to lift them sooner. However, we should expect that it
could be another month before we start to see a change in the
guidance to people in this country.

Whilst the impact of these restrictions has been profound, and not
least for the many local businesses that have had to close as a
direct consequence of them, they have helped to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. Our NHS has done a magnificent job in
responding to the crisis, and I know from recent conference call
meetings I have had with local healthcare leaders, that they are
well prepared for the peak levels of demand for treatment that will
be caused by the virus. We can also expect to see the opening
soon of new hot site treatment facilities in our area, to help our
local GPs better manage the demands of the coronavirus and
speed up access to care and support for those
that need it.

I was delighted to see that the Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has made
sufficient progress in his treatment
for the coronavirus that was
discharged from St Thomas’s
hospital in London. Like so many people, I was moved to hear this
statement of thanks for the NHS staff whose excellent care saved
his life. Boris Johnson’s experience underlines why increasing the
number of ventilators and oxygen treatment equipment is so
important to combatting this virus. I know that our local hospitals
have been able to increase their capacity for treatment in response
to the virus, and the new NHS Nightingale hospitals, in particular
the newly opened hospital at the ExCel centre in the London
docklands, have further helped to support our ability to treat
victims of coronavirus.

For all of the latest advice about how you can get access to the
help you need during the COVID-19 crisis, please do look up the
special section of my website at damiancollins.com/covid-19. We
will be regularly updating this will all relevant local and national

Damian Collins

Our Man
In Westminster

Derek Jarman's Prospect
Cottage saved for the nation
Art Fundʼs director Stephen Deuchar announced today
that the appeal to save artist and filmmaker Derek
Jarmanʼs Prospect Cottage has successfully reached its
£3.5 million target in just 10 weeks, following the largest
ever arts crowdfunding campaign.

Over 8,000 donations have been made by the public –
nearly 2,000 of them in the past week alone, despite the
significant changes happening to peopleʼs lives – and
further funding has come from leading charities, trusts,
foundations and philanthropists, achieving a final total of
£3,624,087.

The campaign was supported by major grants of
£750,000 from the National Heritage Memorial Fund,
£500,000 from Art Fund and £250,000 from the Linbury
Trust, as well as significant support from the Luma
Foundation, the Roger De Haan Charitable Trust, the John
Browne Charitable Trust and the Ampersand Foundation.

The success of the campaign will enable Art Fund to
purchase Prospect Cottage from the Keith Collins Will
Trust and to fund a permanent public programme, the
conservation and maintenance of the building, its
collection, its contents and its renowned garden. Before
Art Fundʼs appeal, Prospect Cottage had been at risk of
being sold privately, its contents dispersed, and artistic
legacy lost.

Creative Folkestone, Kentʼs leading arts organisation, will
become the custodians of Prospect Cottage, with income
drawn from a permanent endowment to cover
maintenance of building and garden, as well as a
residency programme for artists,
academics, writers, gardeners,
filmmakers, and others interested in
Jarman and his work. The selection and
the management of these will be overseen
by Creative Folkestone, with support by
Art Fund, Tate and others, to mirror the
remarkable breadth of Jarmanʼs artistic
practice, a huge range of creative activity.
The garden will be reinvigorated and
restored to the vibrancy it had during
Jarmanʼs lifetime. And for the first time,
members of the public will also be able to
see inside the cottage, by appointment,
through a programme of guided visits.

Jarmanʼs archives from the cottage –
comprising notebooks, sketchbooks,
letters, drawings and photographs – will
be placed on long-term loan to Tate
Archive, the national repository for British

art. They will be housed in the Hyman Kreitman Reading
Rooms at Tate Britain in optimum conditions and will be
made publicly available for the first time later this year.
The material includes Jarmanʼs notebooks, sketchbooks,
letters, drawings and photographs, including the
notebook he used when working on his final feature film,
Blue (1993). Other highlights include the BAFTA he was
awarded in 1992 for outstanding British contribution to
cinema, his personal SLR and Super 8 cameras, and an
address book in which he illustrated each entry with
collaged photographs of his friends. The cottage also
contains documents relating to Jarmanʼs personal life,
activism, painting and filmmaking, alongside his library of
books covering subjects from Victorian art to medieval
alchemy, quantum physics and occult philosophy.

In what has become the largest ever arts crowdfunding
initiative, run via Art Fundʼs Art Happens platform, Art
Fund has received 8,119 donations from over 40
countries around the world. The campaign was launched
on 22 January 2020 with support from leading artists and
advocates who gave works and experiences as rewards in
return for donations. They include artists Michael Craig-
Martin, Tacita Dean, Jeremy Deller, Isaac Julien, the Peter
Marlow Foundation, Howard Sooley, Clare Twomey,
Wolfgang Tillmans, Peter Fillingham, landscape designer
Dan Pearson and gardeners Fergus Garrett and Jonny
Bruce. Artist Peter Doig also donated a work which was
sold in support of the campaign, while artist David
Hockney made a substantial personal donation to the
appeal.

Derek Jarman protégées, Oscar-winning actor Tilda
Swinton and Oscar-winning costume designer Sandy
Powell, rallied support from the film world throughout the
campaign. Powell donated the cream calico suit she wore
to the 2020 Criticsʼ Circle, Bafta and Oscar ceremonies –



VOLUNTEERS
MAKE DOREEN’S
89TH BIRTHDAY
EXTRA SPECIAL
Volunteers at the Folkestone community
hub delivered a surprise birthday treat for
a local resident on Thursday by organising
her cakes and serenading her with a
birthday song.

Folkestone resident Doreen Dawson
called her local hub last week to ask for
help with her shopping. During this call,
volunteer Olivia Ensor-Page discovered
that Doreen’s birthday was approaching
and she quickly got together with fellow
volunteers to organise a treat.

On Thursday, Olivia surprised Doreen by
calling round with birthday cakes and
scones made by the team at Anna’s Tea
Room, while volunteers from the
Folkestone community hub sang happy
birthday to her over the phone.

Doreen, a retired church secretary, is self-
isolating so isn’t able to get out and about
said: “I just couldn’t believe it! It was such
a surprise and I’m so thrilled – I’ve never
had anything like it.

“I can’t go out myself and my family all live

in Middlesex so can’t visit; to have the
support of the community hub and the
council is invaluable. They’re doing a great
job and I’m thrilled with my lovely birthday
cakes and scones.”

Olivia (22) usually works behind the bar at
Three Hills Sports Park but is now
volunteering to help her local community
during this challenging time. She said:
“I’m usually answering phones and
replying to emails at the hub but it’s my
day off today so I decided to surprise
Doreen instead.“When Doreen mentioned
last week that it was her birthday, I thought

that I could come down to see her and do
something nice for her. Folkestone and the
rest of the community have really pulled
together since people have had to self-
isolate.”

Community hubs in Folkestone, Hythe and
New Romney, all funded by Folkestone &
Hythe District Council, have been
supporting residents requiring assistance
since restrictions on movements were put
in place by Government.

Cllr David Monk, Leader of Folkestone &
Hythe District Council, said: “The
community spirit of our volunteers goes to
show what an extraordinary district we
have, full of remarkable people willing to
help their community in any way they can”

“Olivia and her fellow volunteers at the
Folkestone community hub have given
Doreen a birthday to remember. I am
grateful for the many Folkestone & Hythe
District Council staff and volunteers who
are supporting these community hubs that
we are funding – they are doing the
council and the district proud”

“No one in our district need feel as though
they are going through this challenging
period on their own. If you need
assistance and don’t have a local support
network – please do get in touch. We’re all
in this together, so let’s look after one
another.”

Lambing season springs into
action – in spite of coronavirus
lockdown
The lambing season has begun in rural Kent – but
this year minus the crowds.

With the coronavirus lockdown in force, annual
lambing days held by many local farms have been
put on hold for the next 12 months, with many
school children missing out on the popular event.
However many local farms on the Romney Marsh will
be looking to invite schools back when things return
to normal.

Prior to the UK lockdown, 18 year old Iona Cooper
Smith from Dymchurch, who is studying farm
management at Hadlow College, helped oversee the
delivery of some new arrivals.

She was also set to play a role in proceedings as
part of a push to encourage more young people to
consider careers in farming but is looking ahead to
getting involved in other events in the future.

“The news just means that we will come back bigger
and better in 2021. We will be looking to promote
agriculture to families and young people during
other events in the future and we will keep people
updated of news relating to farming online.”

She added: “People and farming must stay strong,
support each other and we will get through this.”

Martina Wisniewska, 19, of Folkestone, is on a level
three agricultural course also at Hadlow and was
also set to be involved in lambing.

“I studied equine studies but switched to farming
when I played a part in helping out at last yearʼs
lambing event,” she said.

“I enjoyed it so much that I decided to study
agriculture and I have no regrets. We all have to be
sensible at the moment in terms of isolation.
However, I canʼt wait to get back to the farm once
the country gets through this.”

Iona Cooper-Smith and Martina Wisniewska
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(or making your pennies work harder)

It is a strange old world we find ourselves in, one that no one
could anticipate. I have this constant feeling of living in a sci-fi
novel, and keep thinking that it would make a good story, and
then you remind yourself it is for real!

People’s pockets are being affected in many ways. Some with
fixed incomes, are better off – apart from food, and a bit of
hardware to get on with DIY, there is nothing much to spend
money on! No holiday bookings to pay for, nowhere much for
buying summer clothes, no meals out, or events, or theatre trips
to enjoy…….! Of course there is shopping on line, but it not the
same as going out.

On the other hand there are those with minimal incomes who are
struggling, feeding the children all day every day, and keeping
them happy and busy. And those many self- employed, whose
income has suddenly dried up, those who have been
“furloughed” on 80% of their wages, and those whose jobs may
or may not exist when all goes back to normal (Will everything
ever be quite the same again?) The government has announced
some excellent plans, but “not quite yet” so there is gap in many
people’s budgets.

If life is a bit of struggle financially, how can we help ourselves?
The following may help.

1) Don’t spend any money that is not essential, including on line
purchases, until you know exactly how things are going in your

own particular case. Sometimes a bit hard, especially if we are
feeling a bit low, it is tempting to want to do a bit of shopping. We
may have to buy new clothes for children, but us grown- ups we
can manage with last year’s summer stuff!

2) We are all going to save on hairdressing, aren’t we? Hair
dressers will not have any problems getting their businesses
going again. We will all be lining up! We short haired crowd are
jealous of people with long hair, another 2” doesn’t make much
difference to them, but if hair is styled to be short, we are already
beginning to look scruffy!

3) Promise yourself you will not spend above the odds for
anything, especially on line. There is a lot of profiteering going on
at present. There is always an alternative, or compromise, if you
are getting short on something. Remember the old saying our
grans drummed into us, “A fool and their money are soon parted”
The supermarkets have sorted themselves out, and are now well
stocked.

4) Don’t be tempted by on line gambling. IT IS ALWAYS AMUGS
GAME!! With all the complicated on- line gambling set ups on the
go at the moment, it will be hard to keep track of what is
happening. No one gains from gambling except the people who
run it. One of the richest women in UK is the woman who owns
365 gambling empire. Especially persuasive at present is this
concept that they are doing a great job, helping the community.
Give your money straight to a local cause if you want to support
a charity.

Why do we gamble? Do we think that extra money will buy us
happiness, or a way out of our poverty? Reality does not back
this up, many of the people who have won big sums, finish up
very unhappy with their relationships in ruins. If you are used to
gambling, try putting that money away for 3 months, and see how
much you have accumulated. It will probably be a nice surprise.

Keep safe, everyone and “look after the pennies, and the £s will
take care of themselves”



Train Tails
San Diego to Los Angeles, California

by John Wimble

San Diego lies in the south-western corner of the US
and just 20 miles north of the Mexican border. It is
the sixth largest city in the country and is reputed to
have the most temperate climate in the United States.
It was a very hot Southern Californian October day as
we made our way on the trolley system to the Santa
Fe station in the centre of the city. The station was
built by the ‘Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway’ in
1915 in the Spanish Mission architectural style. Our
train, known as ‘The Pacific Surfliner’, was due to
leave at 9.30 a.m. for the 130 mile journey, along the
Pacific most of the way, to Los Angeles. The ‘San
Diegan’ was the original name of the train and Amtrak
took over the service in 1971. They subsequently
began putting new train cars into the service and
renamed it the Pacific Surfliner and it is the second
busiest passenger rail line in the States.
All Pacific Surfliner trains are comprised of bi-level
(double-decker) coaches and feature comfortable
reclining seats, restrooms, bike and luggage racks
and large picture windows. An onboard market-style
café features fresh food, snacks, and beverages,
including soft drinks, wine, cocktails, and local craft
beer. Because San Diego was not equipped to turn
locos, trains were operated in the push-pull mode
with a diesel locomotive at one end and a cab car at
the other so it could be driven from either end. The
engine was at the front travelling towards Los
Angeles. The trains had low-floor access in the
central section where the doors were located. A
typical six-car set has a business class car; three
coach cars; a coach/café car with food sales on the
lower level and a coach/baggage/cab car equipped
with coach seating.
The train offered a unique view of the Southern
California seascape and for some of the time, we
travelled right alongside the Pacific Coast and saw
lots of surfers in the water. There were a dozen daily
round-trips between San Diego and Los Angeles and
a fast express at 7 a.m. on Monday to Friday for
commuters.

From Del Mar to Oceanside was one of the most
scenic sections of the West Coast and all together,
the train stopped at eight stations including Solana
Beach, Carlsbad and Santa Ana. At San Clemente,
the station was right alongside the beach and we
were exactly half-way through our journey. The train
was not very full – most people in California travel in
cars - and for most of the trip we sat in the dome
observation car. Because of the intense heat of the
day and despite the air-conditioning, it was very hot in
there. We also stopped at Anaheim, the station for
‘Disneyland’, Walt Disney’s first Theme Park which
we could see in the distance and that we had visited
on a previous trip.
Freight trains also use the line, often at night, but give
way to passenger trains during the day. The
maximum track speed was about 90mph and
approaching Los Angeles, the train travelled inland
through industrial estates and expansive farmlands to
traverse the Los Angeles Basin. The city of Los
Angeles is so large that the car is the king. Los
Angeles County has a population of nine million and
covers an area of 4,000 square miles. We arrived at
the famous Union Station exactly on time at 12 noon.
It was around 95ºF and very, very hot. We had a cool
drink in the station to cool us down. Union Station is
known as the "Last of the Great Railway Stations"
and has been on the National Register of Historic
Places since 1980. The lower part of the interior
walls is covered in marble and the floor is terra cotta
tile with a central strip of inlaid marble.
We walked to downtown Los Angeles a few blocks
away. It is a major business centre with a number of
architecturally interesting buildings. Besides being

very hot it was also very
noisy and as we had been
to Los Angeles before and
done all the ‘touristy’ things,
we didn’t venture too far
from the station. After
having something to eat, we
walked back to the station.
It started to get dusk during
the return journey and there
was a glorious sunset over
the Pacific Ocean to our
right as we travelled back
along the coast to San
Diego.

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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Concern over increased use of
Rights of Way

The number of people visiting the Kent countryside to get their
exercise walking the county’s rural footpaths has shown a big
increase since the Covid-19 restrictions were put in place.

However, KCC’s Public Rights of Way service says some
landowners are concerned about an increased risk to livestock,
such as instances of gates being left open and dogs not being
controlled.

There are also concerns that the use of public rights of way
through gardens, farmyards and schools is increasing the risk of
exposure to the coronavirus to residents and farm workers, but

this risk is considered to be very low, as long as people follow
the Government’s instructions to maintain social distancing.

Landowners do not have the legal right to block or obstruct
public rights of way. However, in very limited circumstances
where large numbers of people are using such routes,
landowners may consider the following measures:

Tying gates open if it is safe to do so, so that walkers do not
need to touch them;
Temporarily displaying polite notices that encourage users to
respect local residents and workers by following social
distancing guidelines and consider using alternative routes that
do not pass through gardens, farmyards or schools; and
offering an alternative route around gardens and farmyards only
where it is safe to do so.

Curry Lounge
The

New Romney

We are open 7 days a week during the
Coviid-19 Virus Outbreak.

We can deliver to your home or you can call
and order your meal and arrange a time to

pick it up!

Open
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Saturday and Sunday
5.00pm - 1.00pm

Contemporary India & Banladeshi Cuisine

Telephone :01797 366292 or 366601

10% Discout
on

Orders over £15

10 High Street, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8DD

On March 27th 2020, following the Government directive
concerning the Coronavirus outbreak, New Romney
Counselling Services had to close their High Street
premises. However, over a period of just a few days, we
transitioned 180 clients over to receiving their regular
counselling sessions by Skype or telephone. Still under
the umbrella of NRCS, approximately 50 counsellors now
carry out this work from their own homes so there was no
break or disruption for individual clients.

Everyone at NRCS recognises that there may be many
more people suffering some form of distress, particularly
at this worrying time in all our lives and want them to
know that we are here for them too. We may not be able
to meet them face to face yet but we can definitely offer a
listening ear. In fact, for NRCS, it’s “business as usual”
but just in a different way.
As we are a charity determined to survive the current
crisis, we do have to ask for a donation, however small,
for each counselling session.
If you would like to make an appointment (or indeed if you
would just like to make a donation)
please call 01797 367809
we will welcome your call.
Rosalind Russell
(founder NRCS)

New Romney
Counselling Services



was, as the days progressed, the time it takes to log
in got longer as the queue to get on the Morrisons
website showed 50000+ customers before me!

Anyway, this morning, we got ready – and drove 30
miles to Morrisons Hastings. Our slot was between
10 am and 12 noon. We were ready! See for
yourselves…

When we got there we parked in the spot they had
reserved for Click and Collect customers. Then we
noticed the signs…two different signs. One says
refer to the email which will tell you that your items
are ready to collect.

Huh? We hadn’t received this email. So I stepped
out towards the cage where the packers were busy
pushing trolleys with plastic trays around –
presumably picked items for each order – and
asked. I was told to go home and wait for the email
or SMS. I told the guy that we lived in the next
county. So no, we’re staying and waiting. He said it
could be one or two hours. We said it was OK. So
we waited. And we watched – as other drivers also
came and did the same thing as us. No one knew
that we had to wait for an email or SMS. The only
emails I had received so far was the ones telling me
of my amended orders.

So, with nothing better to do, we watched and
noticed that all the young staff members in
Morrisons who were packing orders – were not
wearing gloves, masks or practising social
distancing. The cage was a smallish area – and
there were stacks of empty boxes and trays lying
around.
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Your Letters The good thing was that while in the vicinity, I could use
their free WIFI – which was great since I don’t have a
data plan with my Mobile phone service provider. There
was also a nice supervisor lady who asked if anyone
was attending to us – and I told her my name and
address and she went looking for my order, coming
back to say it wasn’t ready but they now know we were
there.

So after waiting for 93 minutes, we got our email and it
told us to click and tell the team we were there. So we
did. Within two minutes, a young lad had come to our
boot and asked if we would like him to help us load.
However, he asked if we knew that there were 10 lines
which were out of stock and they had to substitute
some lines where they could.

I was disappointed to say the least. I had checked right
up to the night before to ensure that whatever was on
my order was in stock. So I asked to see what was
missing or being substituted. I rejected a savoy
cabbage replacing my spring greens. I accepted a
larger tub of cream cheese and Angel Delight Banana
flavour instead of Butterscotch. So with everything
loaded, he bid us goodbye and our shopping was done.

Once we got home, Brian wore gloves to unpack the
bags while everything we wore went straight into the
washing machine. Then we both had showers.

The roast chicken (after 2 weeks of not having chicken)
was absolutely delicious – as were the roast potatoes,
the parsnips and carrots.

After lunch, I went back online to check our order – to
ensure that we were charged correctly. The lovely
surprise was that when they substituted an item, the
cost they charge is discounted even though there were
no offers on the new item.

Overall it was a new experience but we shudder to
think that we were taking chances. If any of those
Morrisons staff members had the coronavirus but were
asymptomatic, then the spread might even hit us –
because we handled the stuff they packed and the bags
they packed the stuff in.

The next click and collect we managed to get online is
at Tesco in Ashford. Let’s see if they could do any
better.

Rgds, Joan Guyll
Megan Close NHW Co-Ordinator

Dear Looker,
An unseen, silent contagion moves amongst us. In The
Bible and countless cultures around the world, this is
was once thought of as The Angel of Death. A situation
no different to how people died in the time of The Black
Death in the 13th century, indeed, the graves of those
taken by the intrusive, mysterious death, may still be
seen in St. Martin's Field, New Romney.
When winter snows melt, ice forms in circles at the
grave sites, the victims were buried vertically, there was
insufficient room for laying to rest.
Like war, such times, throughout history, occur.Again,
such times are close, very close. As always, we fight
back.

We perform best in adversity, we are a team.
All teams have a few dissidents, we traditionally give
such people names, for example, 'Grumblies',
'Gremlins' and 'Goblins' ;and so it is in these dark times,

no different
So...What has The Council done about it all then?
Ok, let's look at this.
At kick off:
I know, from the start, as the statistics began to add up,
our council became aware of an escalating calamity
that would be merciless. In the back ground many
people, who prefer to remain anonymous, began
working long hours, applying their skills to organise
Community Support Groups, RH and Folkestone
council poured money in to these organisations
immediately.
All homeless people who could be located have been
offered accommodation in hotels, keeping them safe
from contact on the streets.
In just four days, the council have poured £8 million in
to supporting local businesses, while other councils
have not even placed application forms on the net yet.
The beaches have had to be sealed off, reluctantly,
because messages from The Queen, and the
dangerous situation of the virus striking The Prime
Minister, have not got through to the minority of
Grumblies, Gremlins and Goblins.
We are facing, quite literally, a unique, mutant, lethal,
contagion, that sub-mutates every 14 days, continually
making development of a vaccine more difficult.
The sooner we all play our part, the sooner we can kill
the contagion.
We can stop this today, but we will not, because out
there, the Grumblies, Gremlins and Goblins, are not
with us on the team.
We have two options:
1.The easy way.
2.The hard way.We all count, every one of us, this is a
team, Team Romney Marsh.
Keep up the great work!
Adrian Barrington

Dear David,
Congratulations on your visionary, useful, and timely
pages 15/16 of the latest "The Looker". Whilst reading
in the media about these "window alerts" there has so
far been no practical help to produce them. You
deserve the highest praise for producing and
publicising such an easy method for those at risk to
communicate with the general public.
Though I am in the "at risk" category (over 80 and have
asthma), I am well looked after by my close
neighbours, home help and daughter. However, I live
alone and don't think being a past Mayor of Lydd
entitles me to the royal "we"!.
Kind regards,
David Kersey, Greatstone.

Dear Looker,
Thank you for the article about the film ‘Green Grow
The Rushes’. In our isolation this afternoon, we found
the film online, hooked the laptop to the TV and
watched it. What a lovely film and so interesting to
recognise familiar places in it. Well done.
We wish you and yours all the best and stay safe.
Maureen and Dennis.

Dear David.
I want to echo what readers have said to me, those
who were fortunate enough to pick up the latest Issue
of The Looker. The sensitivity with which you wrote
your Editor's Word was
commendable. How rewarding it is to be part of the
Looker team.
See you later in the month.
Vicki Dawson. Lydd.

Dear Looker,
I would on behalf of the residents of the tree estate and
local area in St. Mary’s Bay to thank Neil and his staff
of the Beach Stores who have and are keeping us in
very needed produce.
And I would like to thank the Dymchurch chemist for all
their help.
Yvonne Wilson.

Dear Looker,
I work at The William Harvey Hospital and due to the
excessive hand washing and sanitising we are
constantly doing, our hands are suffering. I posted a
plea on The Real Marsh Watch for any donations. I
was overwhelmed with the response, and I just want to
say a massive thank you.
Joanne Newstead.

Dear Looker
So we completed our 14 day self quarantine or
isolation after returning from Singapore and today was
our first BIG shop...two weeks ago, knowing we would
require groceries, I went online and checked for
delivery slots - there were none in any of the
supermarkets. The only option to us then was a click
and collect slot in Morrisons. So OK – I started
small…order came up to £50. The good thing is that
you are allowed to edit the order right up to the evening
before the day you have been slotted to collect. Forgot
something? No worries…log back in and edit the order.
All in all, I edited the order 9 times! What was worrying



Community Garden – Still
Posts To Be Wired
by Sandgate Society Community Garden Team

Suddenly we were propelled into another world because of
the virus, and nothing seems certain anymore. Perhaps
the only certainty is that there are seeds to sow and plants

that still require planting,
although many activities
have been shut down.

We are making sure we
are following the guidelines
given by the Government
and the Council during this
challenging time, and
continue to refer to the
Councils website about
Allotments and their use –

‘We recognise that
Allotments provide both
mental and physical
benefits to its gardeners
and wherever possible that
should continue.’

We can still go up to the
garden to do things, and it seems that now we have more
time to do so! Saturday (towards the end of March) was
beautiful working out in the sunshine; we have plenty of
room to keep social distancing, and plenty of jobs to be
getting on with. Many of us have our own tools and will
make sure we use only them.

We have sown turnips, celery and celeriac, more peas for
shoots, and mange tout. The tomato seedlings have been
pricked out, pea plants,
beetroot and spinach
planted, hop poles and
strings erected, and even
some of the plants for around
the pond got planted too.

It seems that being confined
to the home for some time
has led people to consider
growing more fruit and veg
this year, and we have had
requests for tomato plants,
and other veg plants too
when they are available. We
were also given some seeds
to sow, which were gratefully
received.

We continue to plant and sow, and by all accounts the
weather is set to improve which will be a bonus, helping to
bring on the plants in the greenhouses to be then
transferred to the plot under a blanket of fleece for a few
more weeks.

We are managing our time and work amongst ourselves,
using technology to communicate and get things done. It
can take longer, and more energy, but we have an
enthusiastic and hard-working team, keen to make it work.

This week (early April), the pond got more plants around
the perimeter, and the wall is fully planted up with
permanent trees and vines, to include this week, four Kiwi

vines and a Tayberry. We
shall see how the Kiwis
cope with our seaside
climate! All these vines,
shrubs and trees will take
up to six years or so to
come to maturity, and so
for a while we can
interplant with a few
seasonal vegetables and
herbs so as not to waste
the space.

The broad beans are in full
flower so it will not be long
until the first pods appear.
Turnips, beetroot and

coriander got planted, more sowings of celeriac, plus first
sowings of welsh onions, lemon grass, basil, marigolds,
nasturtiums, cosmos, chives, sorrel, and even woad!

Just a few more days to wait until the first sowings of

cucumber, squashes and courgettes can be made. It is
tempting to sow them early, but a little patience often
gives better results, and anyway, the greenhouse is full
up!

Bee news: Ray seems
confident that the bees
are settling in to their
new seaside address.
He has deliberately
avoided opening the
Langstroth hive so as to
avoid the brood getting
chilled, however this
warmer weather will
allow Ray to make his
first of the year
inspection, and to see
just what is going on
inside. He will be
looking to see if the old
queen is still there, or if
she has been usurped,
and assessing the
health and vitality of the
colony.

Hospital staff thank
community for support
Dozens of hospital staff will take two minutes out of their
shifts tonight to thank local communities for their fantastic
support during the coronavirus outbreak.

Teams at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford, Kent and
Canterbury Hospital, and the Queen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother Hospital in Margate will gather outside the main
entrances of the hospitals at 8pm with thank-you banners –
including some created by children being treated in the
hospitals.

It will coincide with the now-weekly ‘Clap for carers’ event,
which sees people across the country stand on their
doorsteps or by their open windows to applaud the efforts
of keyworkers.

Lee Martin, chief operating officer at East Kent Hospitals,
said: “It is hugely humbling to see the nation join together
to applaud keyworkers, including NHS staff of all levels,
each Thursday evening.

“This week, we wanted to say thank you for that support
and for the hundreds of donations we have received from
groups and individuals across our communities.

“We also want to thank all the people who are helping us to
help our patients by following the government advice and
staying home – even when the sun is shining.

“By staying home you really are helping to protect the NHS
and helping us to save lives.”

Among the donations sent to hard-working frontline staff
across East Kent Hospitals are 7,500 chocolate Easter
eggs, from Cadbury’s and Gems At Work, as well as from
Slimming World and Barretts car dealership.

Ralph’s Pizza Margate donated pizza to staff at QEQM,
while an Ashford singer raised money through an online

concert and donated afternoon tea hampers to teams at
the William Harvey Hospital.

Tassimo have donated coffee machines for staff and rest
areas, while Dreamland are donating bottled drinks for
staff.

Lee said: “We have been overwhelmed with donations
from people and we are grateful to everyone for thinking of
us.

“But the best way you can support your local hospital is by
staying home this Bank Holiday Weekend, to slow the
spread of the virus and to help save lives.

“I am proud of the way all our teams have responded to the
coronavirus outbreak, whether by taking on different roles,
volunteering to go back to clinical areas or working to
support the Trust in reorganising services to help us care
for even more patients.

“You can do your bit by following the advice, and together
we will beat this virus.”

If people do want to make a donation to support frontline
staff, the hospital’s charity has an appeal dedicated to
improving morale and well-being. To donate, visit
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ekhc2020
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Churches Round-up
There isnʼt anything happening in our church
buildings, but that doesnʼt mean that there is
nothing happening in our churches! As preachers
are fond of saying, the Church is the people, not
the buildings. All denominations have found the
internet invaluable, and are broadcasting worship,
prayer times, bible readings, messages, even
doing communion services remotely! Some have
gone much further and used Zoom to have
interactive bible studies, discussions, meetings
and prayer times.

There was something homely and wonderful about
the service being broadcast from Archbishopʼs
kitchen on Easter Sunday. Iʼm sure Jesus himself
would have felt at home. Taking part in local
services from the Community Church over Easter,
have been various people reading and praying
from their own kitchens, conservatories, and
caravans! Chosen hymns and songs can be
downloaded through links to Youtube, and all can
join in. No one to worry about whether you are

singing in tune! (Only family members, and they
know your singing skills, or lack of, anyway!)

And one of the glorious aspects that been the
imperfections! Sometimes the sound isnʼt so good,
or visually, sometimes a bit hazy or off centre- it is
so real and a blessing. No sound engineers or
make up people chasing everyone around to look
and sound perfect! Normal broadcast services can
seem to be so choreographed that they become
performances, rather than acts of worship.

The Community church, New Romney, is still
running the food bank, on Tuesdays from 5.30-
7pm. If you need help to feed your family, ring the
church number on 01797 366855. The food bank
is also short of supplies, so if you can contribute
any dried or tinned food, bring it along from 5-
5.15pm on Tuesdays. Many supermarkets also
have a bin for contributions. Churches are also
involved with community efforts to make sure the
vulnerable, and those on self- isolation have
enough supplies.

As Tiny Tim said, “God bless us, everyone”



Beat the
lockdown
blues – get
back to nature
in your own
home!
by Kim Gandy
As this laborious lockdown drags on,
many of us are missing out on little
treats.

Not me! On one of my regular sojourns
to Rye, I found a real treasure of a
shop – Wideye in the High Street. I
was first drawn in by a cocktail of
natural flower and herb aromas wafting
on the breeze, and on wandering
inside, found myself in a paradise of
face and body creams, soaps, bath
bombs and all manner of aromatic
potions.

Wideye first
opened its doors
in 2015 in Rye,
followed in 2018
by two more
shops – in
Brighton and
Bournemouth.

Inspired by its proximity to the sea and
outdoor life, owners Laurence and wife
Georgie Bull named their very first
store ‘Tarifa Green’ during the early
2000s when they lived in Tarifa, Spain.
The ethos was based on the concept of
“beautiful, plant-based products which
would be a popular alternative to help
protect and revive skin from nature’s
beautiful but harsh conditions.”

When the family returned to England,
this idea became Wideye and its
production is now based in Rye
Harbour.

The brand is also extremely
environment friendly; company
spokeswoman Rose Bain told me: “We
are trying to eliminate single-use
plastic and most of our packaging is
now glass, cardboard or aluminium and
we are now working on the introduction
of refillables.”

Wideye has introduced, for the period
of lockdown, a delivery service for
orders over £15. The coverage area is
roughly Romney Marsh, from Rye to
the New Romney area. Products can
also be sent by Royal Mail at any time.

“People outside the area often order
from us but now local people are taking
the opportunity to order via our delivery
service, and this has worked out well
so far. We can send gift boxes and
customers can choose a theme from
the product range online.”

Wideye operates a loyalty scheme for
regular customers, with accumulative
points, and items can be gift-wrapped
with accompanying cards.

My own purchases have included my
highly recommended: Skin Fuel Face
Cream, a concoction of marine
collagen and neroli, designed to soothe
dry and damaged skin. At £21.95 this
represents extremely good value, as it
has a beautiful texture and sinks in
leaving skin feeling silky soft.

Another favourite is Re-Hydrating Face
Cream for Normal and Dry Skin
(£15.95); this contains a bouquet of
Seabuckthorn and Lavender, which
makes a lovely night cream. The
lavender scent is a good sleep inducer
and again, leaves the skin texture
velvety.

My own personal “desert island”
purchase, however, is Marine Collagen
Eye Gel (£8.95). This is a light gel
formula with fantastic tightening
properties. The skin around the eye is
soothed and cooled and feels firm to
the touch after application. It by far
beats any other eye product I have
ever purchased. In the summer, this
can be kept in the fridge for extra
coolness.

I also highly recommend the Aqua

Karma range; these products contain
Patchouli, Bergamot, May Chang and
Lime, and a hand-picked selection of
four products to scent your home is
available, gift boxed for £23.95.

All Wideye products are suitable for
men and women, not only shaving bars
and creams but the soaps are
interesting and decorative, and their
natural scents make them unisex.
Many of the soaps have antibacterial
qualities, and a best-seller, under the

current circumstances, is Tea Tree
Magic Handwash (£7.95 for 250ml). It’s
SLS-free (Sodium Lauryl Sulphate) and
contains lemon essential oils, uplifting
Litsea Cubeba (May Chang), and as
the name suggests, the highly
antiseptic Tea Tree Oil.

However, if you’re looking for bath
treats to either send to someone or
enjoy yourself, I highly recommend
Golden Spice Bath Bomb (£3.95), a
fusion of apricot oil, orange oil,
cinnamon, Star Anise and Cloves. This
is a bit of a Christmassy smell and
even contains glitter, but quite frankly, I
can live with that at any time of the
year!

Whilst luxuriating in the delights of
Wideye’s range of bath bombs, you
could light a Vanilla and Lemongrass
Frosted candle (starting from £6.95)
and treat your skin to the most
wonderful exfoliant from the range of
sugar scrub soaps. I recently tried
Rose & Lime Sugar Scrub Exfoliate bar
(£3.95), rich in cocoa butter, rose and
lime. These are small but beautiful and
leave your skin feeling wonderfully
moisturised. This product is particularly
good for elbows and knees.

There is a whole range of face, body,
bath and home products on the Wideye
website, with an affordable range of
treats. Browse the website at
www.wideye.co.uk

Use the website’s very efficient online
chat service if you need to ask
questions. However, the company is
very keen to promote its vegan friendly,
NO animal testing, synthetic dye free,
paraben free, packaging free ethos.

Also, check out the range of beauty
treatments at the Rye shop. I will be
more than ready for a Karma De Stress
Massage, with patchouli, lime,
lemongrass and bergamot (£30) post-
Covid, when the store reopens.

See you there!
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Week 5 of lockdown for me. I have
progressed from winter Jim jams to a
rather fetching Spring pair. And not
just as night wear. All day long.
Obviously when I have my daily
outing with the rubbish I shall
accessorise with a pair of heels.

A carer very kindly set up a video call
with my mother. As she peered at the
phone she remarked that she didn't know that she was
wearing that top….. But luckily she had managed to
have a nightdress on under her bib…. She told me that
she wouldn't have the virus in the house and I'm not to
give it house room. I assured her that I would not give it
the spare room .Her lunch arrived so I hung up before it
hit the screen.

Mr P has a new lady friend. Don't think it will last long
though as he bellows at her all day long. And she
answers back. I asked if she would do the
ironing….well, I Didn't know that her name is ,
somewhat pretentiously, Alexa…

Still, the loo rolls are back in the shop. All the
news agents now sell them along with soap and
deodorants. Very handy and enterprising. Especially as
we know that squares of newspaper can be utilised as
loo roll. So we get a choice.

High streets are going to struggle after this so it will
be more important than ever to support them.
Rumour has it that a green grocer is to open up in
Hythe.

Never have I, and I suspect many other others will
agree, been jealous of free range chickens ….roaming
free.

Castle Catches The
Imagination
Written by Joanie Alford - North Carolina, USA

An Anglophile since the age of 12 -- a passion that
grew from my love of The Beatles -- I found "Sandgate
Castle" on a National Geographic map of
"Shakespeare's Britain". I immediately fell in love with
the place name and began writing little stories set at
the castle, which I imagined to be quite magnificent
(Sandgate inspires even writers who aren't blessed to
live there!).
I finally made it to England about five years later, and
although I stayed in Kent quite often, I did not make it
to my beloved Sandgate. On a return trip, I told my
best friend -- then living near New Romney -- that I
HAD to get to Sandgate this trip and I just HAD to see
the castle.
As we sped along the road, I told her we needed to
keep to the coast road and finally we found the castle
remains, as expected, down by the sea. No, it wasn't
that fairy-tale place I had imagined, but I was not
disappointed and am sure it was quite magnificent in
ancient times. And I had at last made it to Sandgate,
and to Sandgate Castle!

LOCAL BREWERS TEAM UP
FOR ‘’ESSENTIAL” SERVICES
Like so many small businesses battling to survive the impact of
Covid19, Romney Marsh Brewery has had to quickly adapt its
operations for these uncertain times.

Unable to supply pubs, bars, hotels and restaurants with beer
during lockdown, they’ve teamed up with fellow local brewery Hop
Fuzz from West Herate a local home delivery service, covering
many TN and CT post codes.

Romney Marsh Brewery
owner, Matt Calais, told the
Looker, “Our two breweries
have suddenly been faced
with the situation of having
over 200 barrels of beer that
we’re unable to sell to other
businesses. These barrels
have a shelf life of around 3
months, so we’ve needed to
find a new way of selling
directly to beer lovers, in the comfort of their homes. Luckily, we
have permits to operate as off-licences, enabling us to deliver
straight to people’s doorsteps.”

Deliveries are made on Thursdays and Fridays each week, with
orders placed online at www.thirstaidbeers.co.uk, or via the two
breweries’ own websites.

Romney Marsh Brewery is also running a safe ‘drive through’
service every Friday in New Romney. You can drive right up to
the brewery, order from your car and make a contactless
payment. The beer will then be loaded into your boot. What
better start to the weekend!

Stay safe, drink responsibly and support your local businesses
whenever you can.



Looker Sport
FOOTBALL

All the Marsh teams, Lydd Town and Lydd Town
Reserves, New Romney and New Romney
Reserves, New Romney Veterans and Lydd
Grasshoppers, will not play any more matches
this season. The local leagues have announced
that they have taken the decision to end the
2019/20 season, effectively making the season
null and void and resetting the start button for
the beginning of the following campaign. There
will be no promotion or relegation in any of the
leagues.

DUNGENESS

Mark & Marion Richardson, Battery Road, Dungeness, TN29 9NJ
NOW TAKING ORDERS

Free Local Home Deliveries on orders over £10
FRESH DUNGENESS LUG WORM

Tel: 01797 320789
www.dungenessfish.com

FRESH LOCAL FISH & SEAFOOD

!

!
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My Lockdown Diary
By Kim Gandy
Three weeks (at the time of
writing) into the lockdown and
Iʼm still sane: just! At this point I
am still waiting for the go-
ahead to be a volunteer for the
Romney Marsh Community Hub.
The inevitable box-ticking is
still being done so thereʼs
nothing for it except my daily
“exercise” to the local shop, or a
walk, through fields of frolicking
lambs, enjoying the welcome
sights of Spring. Mother
Nature doesnʼt give a
monkeyʼs about
Coronavirus and it gladdens the heart to see daisies,
bluebells, buttercups and a host of colourful butterflies
adorning the hedgerows.

The Chaffinches and Robinsʼ symphony is a welcome
sound and the spectacle of the Marsh Harrier gliding
across the landscape is a sight to behold.

Back at home though, is a different picture. Iʼm NOT so
happy about the fact that the local seagulls have seen fit
to adorn my now-redundant car with copious quantities
of cack. However, my neighbours, whom I have
hereunto barely seen, were kind enough to jet-wash it
off for me. So, one good thing about this lockdown; you
see the best of people.

Funny thing is, people often complain about the noise
of kids playing in gardens, but I love the sound of it. Cut
off from my beloved grandsons, I enjoy hearing the
chatter and clatter from the neighboursʼ children. The
hum of a strimmer or the whirr of a lawnmower are
welcome sounds too, as are the Thursday 8pm
clatterings of the NHS clapathon, along with bibbing
horns. These are all things that make you feel youʼre
still part of the human race, even if you canʼt see the
rest.

At the supermarket however, there is a new kind of
“square” dance; taped-out “zones” on the floor denote
how far away you should be from your neighbour in the
shopping queue – and this is when the Britishness
comes out in people. Some side-step politely and smile
and joke, while others rush past, be-masked and be-
scarfed like some kind of modern-day Dr Syn.

At home in the evenings though, I get maudlin and
reflective and want to go back in time, so we get out the
box-sets of comedies like Morecambe and Wise shows

from years gone by - because modern humour is about
as funny as toothache. However, we have been watching
old British films like The Dark Man and Green Grow The
Rushes, both filmed on Romney Marsh - essential
viewing.

Itʼs fantastic to watch anything that depicts people
walking about normally, no litter, no mobile phone
zombies and no black and yellow tape on the
pavements! Sometimes the 21st century doesnʼt seem
quite as much fun.

We both work from home anyway, so not much
difference there except himself has decided to go retro
too – now sporting a sort of vintage “designer stubble”,
so now itʼs like kissing a hedgehogʼs bum (not that Iʼve
ever tried that!)

However, talking of himself, weʼre getting inventive with
meals and are now operating a sort of mix and match
bodge-it-and-see form of meals, just for something to
do when weʼre not working. And Iʼm incredibly proud of
the fact that we havenʼt bought a single toilet roll since
before the C-word and weʼre buying loaves of bread and
milk as and when needed from local Lydd shops, which
never seem to run out.

As Easter approached and went, we suddenly felt the
compulsion to start eating chocolate again and after
months of mostly successful weigh-ins at New Romney
Slimming World we have found ourselves comfort
eating. Not to worry though Slimming World New
Romney Sue, we havenʼt put on tons. (We will be back
when this madness is over!) Iʼve put on just enough to
be slightly less able to reach my toenails, to do a
pedicure - because horror of horrors, Sun Nails at
Dymchurch is shut too!

And now, the dilemma of hair – canʼt get it cut so do I
buy a wig online or do something mad like spray it pink
just to detract from the fact that right now, it looks –
and feels - like a thatched cottage roof.

Oh well, on the upside, to combat “update fatigue”, Iʼve
discovered far better means of keeping myself
informed: fed up to the back teeth with repetition and
fake news from mainstream media, I canʼt get enough of
The Spectator Online, podcasts on Triggernometry and
Spiked, Douglas Murray, Andrew Doyle and a whole host
of other common-sense broadcasters.

I hope you are all faring well – donʼt forget to send in
any lockdown pics and anecdotes about what youʼre up
to (all for family viewing of course!) – to The Looker.

All the best,

Kim

Hythe
Community
Support Hub
by Councillor Martin Whybrow

The Hythe Community
Support Hub is the main point
of contact for anyone in the
Hythe, Seabrook, Lympne and
Saltwood area requiring
support during the Covid-19
pandemic.

From the time it started
operations on 19th March
until the Easter weekend,
through an incredible team
effort, the Hub had answered
7,316 incoming calls,
delivered 2,527 hot meals,
completed 628 shopping
trips, helped deliver 587
prescriptions and made over
7,202 wellness calls on behalf
of the local GP surgeries.
Reflecting a terrific
community response, in that
time the Hub had received
338 volunteer applications, of
which 175 had been
processed with all of the
necessary checks.

The Hythe Hub was
undoubtedly the first in Kent
to be up and running and has
become a model for other
areas. It was devised from the
bottom up by local charities,
churches, the town and
district councils, local
businesses, and the GP
surgeries at a meeting hosted
by Hythe Town Council on 17th

March. They collectively
decided at this early stage on
the need for a coordinated
effort that avoided duplication
and provided a single, safe
structure and a focal point for
would-be volunteers.

One key task has been to
phone all 70+ year-old
residents on the books of
Hytheʼs two doctors surgeries,
Oaklands and Sun Lane, on a
rolling basis to check on their
health and wellbeing. The
service is available to anyone
of any age who is struggling
at this time. There is
signposting to other specialist
providers in areas such as

domestic abuse. It
complements a number of
other district and county-wide
efforts, as well as more local
ones, such as the community
support in place in Lympne.

The Hub is hosted by AgeUK
Hythe & Lyminge, with other
charities and groups providing
a range of services and
support or just a person on
the end of a phone to talk to.
Key players include the
Salvation Army (which
provides a food bank in
Hythe, among other services),
the Hythe Dementia Forum,
RSPCA Folkestone & District
branch, the Rotary Club of
Hythe, the local scouts, the
town and parish councils,
Morrisons and Waitrose, and
the firefighters and support
staff of Kent Fire and Rescue
Service, who have been
helping with the meals
delivery.

There are so many people who
have contributed to this rapid
response and huge support
effort, including Cleo, Hayley
and everyone at AgeUK, the
leadership teams of the GP
surgeries, and Callum and the
team at the Salvation Army.
Also crucial was the swift
financial and logistical
support provided by
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council.

The volunteer response has
been so heartening, at the
Hub itself as well as in the
distribution in less than 48
hours of 10,000 leaflets to
publicise it, with thanks as
well to the Stade Court Hotel
which took delivery of the
leaflets and acted as the
distribution point.

For anyone needing help or
wanting to volunteer there is a
dedicated number, 01303
269602, and email covid-
19@ageukhl.org.uk. If anyone
would like to make a
donation, there is a link to a
crowd funding page from the
Hubʼs main facebook page.

It is emphasised that for all
latest medical and other
generic advice, residents
should still visit
nhs.uk/coronavirus and
www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

Your
friendly
local
print
supplier

Whatever yourrequirementswe can help:
BusinessCards,Stationery, Banners, Posters, Flyers, Leaflets,

Calendars,Brochures, Magazines…absolutelyanything
We takecareofprint, youtakecareofbusiness

01797329012/07535328717
hugh@amberprintservices.co.uk



New Roof Helps Repair
The Toll Taken By The Sea
By Jan Holben

St Paul’s Church, Sandgate, on the outskirts of Folkestone, is a
Victorian Gothic style church. Built in 1849 on the site of an earlier
Episcopal Chapel, it is one of architect S S Teulon’s earliest works.
In 1919 the war memorial porch designed by C W Oldrid-Scott was
added, and he also designed further improvements which were
carried out from 1923-1934 – including a barrel-vaulted nave
ceiling. The reredos painting of the nativity was designed by
Robert Anning-Bell in 1923, together with the west window in 1926.
Ceiling decoration was the work of Charles Powell from 1927 to
1936.

St Paul is an apt patron for its maritime location, sitting on raised
ground overlooking the English Channel. And it is that extreme
marine environment which over the years has taken its inevitable
toll on the fabric of the building. The roof had been suffering from
damp ingress for many years as a result of slates falling from the
roof due to ‘nail sickness’ – the corrosion of the nail fixings
exacerbated by the salt atmosphere. Localised repairs and
maintenance had become unviable and so the church’s consultant
architect Andrew Clague drew up a specification for complete
renewal of the roof covering.

The contract was awarded to
long-established roofing and
heritage conservation
specialists John Williams &
Co (Contracting) Ltd, which is
based in nearby Lympne.

The project was managed by
their senior contract manager
Leigh Woods. Close co-
operation and regular
inspections between

architect, contractor and St Paul’s ensured that the work was
carried out to the highest standards and with the minimum of
inconvenience.

The existing roof slating was fixed directly to the roof sarking
boards, and as well as the problem of nail sickness it was found
that many of the slates were powdery and suffering decay due to
the lack of air movement below the slates: a common problem in
marine atmospheres. When the roof covering was stripped off it
became obvious that the lead valleys were undersized and water
had been overflowing the edges of the valleys and draining down
on the sarking boards to eave level, where it had caused some rot
to the structural timbers. It is likely that this damp ingress had been
happening since the roof was first installed, but it would have been
largely hidden while slowly building up problems for the present
incumbents to address.

The valleys form the intersection between significantly different
roof pitches on the aisles; and where the roof pitches on either side
of the valley differ significantly, special consideration needs to be
given to the likely pattern of water discharge. Water running off the
‘fast pitch’ is likely to overflow the lead on the ‘slow pitch’ unless
the drainage flow has been properly calculated and the valley
designed to suit. Once the problem had been identified the valleys
were redesigned to fully comply with the latest LSTA
recommendations.

The roof was re-slated with new Glendyne slate. In order to
address the issue of insufficient air movement and to give the
slates the best possible longevity – which should be in excess of

100 years – the slates were fixed to battens on counter-battens,
with a breathable membrane below. That meant lifting the roof
level and limitations on upstand heights at gable walls had to be
taken into account. A fully-ventilated void was achieved, so that
both the roof boarding and batten void has good air movement
throughout. Great care was taken to grade the slates and ‘perp’ out
the roof slopes in the old-fashioned manner, to ensure that the new
roof covering maintained a neat and consistent appearance.
It is inevitable when carrying out work to properties of such an age
that unforeseen work will be uncovered – and St Paul’s was no
exception. Rotten boarding and structural timbers which had
suffered years of pernicious damp ingress had to be
sympathetically repaired, and areas of masonry which had
decayed were cut out and renewed or repointed as appropriate.

The decay of masonry had not been helped by the inappropriate
use of hard cement mortars over the years. Where repairs took
place an approved lime mortar was used to allow the masonry to
breath and prevent future decay

To help raise additional funds for the project the congregation and
friends sponsored individual slates by signing the back before they
were fixed to the roof. That proved to be a very popular fundraiser
and certainly attracted interest in the work being carried out.
Our thanks to the Ecclesiastical and Heritage World magazine for
allowing us to reproduce this article. You can read about them at:
www.ecclesiasticalandheritageworld.co.uk/ This work was
undertaken by local company John William and you can see more
of their work etc at: www.johnwilliamsroofing.co.uk
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Hello fellow lock downers and I hope you are all
keeping well and staying safe.

So not much to report on the cinema front so I thought
I would let you in on the hidden gems to be found on
terrestrial/Sky/NowTV and Netflix to pass away the
hours and keep your viewing experiences interesting.
Amongst all the blockbusters there are some excellent
films that may or may not have caught your attention.

Sky/Now TV have some excellent blockbusters on at
the moment Spider-man Far From Home, Captain
Marvel, Black Panther and Avengers - Endgame but if
you like your superheroes with a darker overtone try
Brightburn which appears to take a visionary darker
take on Superman. If it's a singalong you fancy try
Yesterday, Rocketman or Bohemian Rhapsody. There's
also plenty to keep the kids entertained with the live
action remarks of Dumbo, The Lion King and Aladdin,
with Mulan to follow.
There's also Pokeman
- Detective Pikachu,
Four Kids and It, Secret
Life of Pets 2 and Peter
Rabbit.

If it's action films you
are after then you've
got Saving Private
Ryan, Midnight
Express, The
Shawshank
Redemption, Snatch,
Seven, Scarface, Lethal
Weapon, The Warriors,
300, Rise of the
Footsoldier 3 & 4 The
Pat Tate story and
Marbella. There should be enough testosterone to keep
the men happy and enough muscles to interest the
ladies too.

There are also comedies a plenty with The Other Guys,
Happy Gilmour, Wayne's World 1&2, My Cousin Vinny,
The Longest Yard, School of Rock, Anchorman, the
superb 'Cornetto' trilogy Shaun of the Dead, Hot Fuzz
and The World's End and possibly the funniest film ever
made Stepbrothers.

If youʼre in the mood for a few decent horror films Pet
Semetary the remake and originals, Escape Room, the
thought provoking Us and the last of M Night
Shyamalan's trilogy Glass. For those who prefer gore
Hostel and The Farm certainly won't disappoint.

Donʼt worrt if you haven't got Sky/Now TV but have
Netflix don't worry there's still loads of decent films
available to watch.

The social distancing occurred just before the premiere
of A Quiet Place 2 but A Quiet Place is still available and
it's well worth a watch. A number of films are doubled
up on both Sky/Now TV and Netflix so you can still

watch the superb
Snatch, Stepbrothers
and The Other Guys.

The Irishman is the
new exclusive to
Netflix from Martin
Scorsese and starring
De Niro, Pacino and
Pesci. Weighing in at
3hr and 29 mins its a
long film but an epic
addition to the
Scorsese back
catalogue. If
Gangster movies are
your choice check
out GoodFellas,
Public Enemies,
Resevoir Dogs and
Once Upon A Time in
London.

If Horror is your cup
of tea IT is the major
blockbuster along with Truth or Dare the extended
directors cut. The newest addition to the franchise
Child's Play is also available although you may already
have had enough of psychotic toddlers running around
the house so maybe not. If your horror preference is
serial killers then try The Silence of the Lambs, Red
Dragon and American Psycho. I'm not sure Law Abiding
Citizen falls in this category but it's still an excellent
view.

If it's a laugh you are after then Monty Python's Life of
Brian is sure to raise a smile. Superbad, Fighting with
my Family, Stripes and Longshot are also worth
checking out.

If it's binge watching
you are after these
are my top 5 in no
order:

Life of Mars/Ashes to
Ashes - Gene Hunt -
say no more
Sons of Anarchy -
The life and times of
SAMCRO an outlaw
motorcycle club
Breaking Bad - Don't
forget to check out
the follow ups Better
Call Saul and the film
El Camino.
Luther - Idris Elba as
a cop always living on
the edge.
Line of Duty -
Following the police
anti-corruption unit.
Or maybe it's something light hearted you fancy so try.

Stath Lets Flats (C4) Following an incompetent letting
agent working for the family business
Phoneshop (C4) Life at a phoneshop
Sex Education (Netflix) Life at an English school
Friday Night Dinner (C4 & Netflix) Friday night dinner
with the Goodmans
Shameless (C4 & Netflix) Life with the dysfunctional
Gallaghers and the Chatsworth estate.
I haven't included Only Fools & Horses or The
Inbetweeners because if you haven't seen them where
have you been.

So I hope that lot keeps you going for a while but here
goes with my top ten films to watch and my top ten
sleepers that may have escaped your radar.

By Vince Shell
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Dungeness Lifeboat
Station
The first lifeboat station at Dungeness was in the
1820s. In the early days the lifeboat was manned by
a mixture of Coastguard officers and fishermen, and
in later years it fell to the fishermen’s wives and
daughters to launch and recover the boat. These
ladies had to be tough as not only did they have to
pull the heavy ‘skids’ into position beneath the
lifeboat’s keel to launch and recover the boat, but in
bad weather conditions, they gave piggy-backs to the
men onto the lifeboat, in order to prevent them from
getting wet and themselves suffering from
hypothermia before they even reached the casualty
vessel.
In the 20th century, Dungeness was the last station in
the country where women helped to launch the
lifeboat. Miss Madge Tart and her sister-in-law, Mrs
Ellen Tart, were each awarded the Institutions Gold
Badge in 1953 and in 1979 Mrs Tart's daughter Doris,
and Mrs Joan Bates, were each awarded Gold
Badges in recognition of 44 years' and 37 years'
service respectively as shore helpers. The tradition of
Lady Launchers only ended in 1979 when the station
operated its first lifeboat launched from a carriage, the
Alice Upjohn, and operations moved to a new station
on the beach. Two of the last lady launchers were
Betty Paine and Judith Richardson.
The Thomas Simcox was the lifeboat at the station
until 1915 when the David Barclay of Tottenham was
brought into service. In 1928, a Centenary Vellum
was awarded to the station and a year later a Bronze
Medal was awarded to Coxswain Doug Oiller in
recognition of the way in which the lifeboat was
launched in the face of a terrific gale. Doug Oiller
was the Coxswain from 1916 until 1947.
A new boat, the Charles Cooper Henderson, entered
service at the station in 1933 and it was the first
motorised lifeboat at Dungeness. It was also one of
the 19 lifeboats which took part in the evacuation of
Dunkirk. During the war in 1944, the lifeboat was
launched and landed injured men from an American
ship. In 1947, George Tart took over as Coxswain
and he was awarded a Bronze Medal in 1956 for the
rescue of the crew of nine from the sea when the
motor vessel ‘Teeswood’ had capsized.

1957 saw the first rescue with the new boat, the Mabel
E. Holland, and Ben Tart took over as Coxswain in
1965. He was awarded a Silver Medal and Assistant
Mechanic Peter Thomas a Bronze Medal in 1974 for
the landing of an injured man from the motor vessel
‘Merc Texco’. The lifeboat was launched into very
dangerous surf conditions and was manoeuvred
alongside the vessel on two occasions before the
injured man could be taken off. Albert Haines was
Coxswain for two years from 1975 until William
Richardson took over and he remained as the
Coxswain until the end of the century.
In 1976, a Anniversary Vellum was awarded to the
station to commemorate its 150th anniversary. The
following year a new lifeboat house was constructed
costing £45,000 and the new boat, the Alice Upjohn
arrived in 1978. In 1989, the boathouse was extended
to provide improved crew facilities. Two years later,
framed Letters of Appreciation signed by the Chairman
of the Institution were awarded to Coxswain William
Richardson and tractor driver Ken Coleman for a
rescue which involved all lifeboats between Dover and
Newhaven.
In 1992, the Pride and Spirit replaced the Alice Upjohn
and the same year, a collective framed Letter of
Appreciation was awarded to William Richardson and
head launcher Fred Voller and shore helpers in
recognition of their tireless efforts in October to launch
the lifeboat to the yacht ‘Emma’. Difficulty was
experienced when a heavy swell swept under the
lifeboat and jammed it in the carriage. Although the
lifeboat was freed and recovered by the tractor, the
carriage was still in the water and submerged by a
rising tide. The crew and shore helpers entered the
water, and despite being buffeted by rough seas
managed to secure the carriage. In 1994, the
boathouse was extended again and a new crew room
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The Romney Marsh Tapestry
… Is Making Progress
By Richard Jacques and Briony Kapoor

It is nearly 1000 years since the Bayeux
Tapestry was stitched in Romney sheep
wool by Saxon English women from our
area. Now an IMOS Foundation project is
underway to create another tapestry for the
next 1000 years. The new tapestry tells the
story of Romney Marsh from 700 AD to the
recent Millennium of 2000 AD.

Richard Jacques writes:

The original Bayeux Tapestry was
commissioned by Bishop Odo, the half-
brother of William the Conqueror, to
commemorate the Norman Invasion of
England. It was created circa 1070 AD.
Inspired by this great work, but mindful that it
is now nearly one thousand years old, and
having also viewed the Great Tapestry of
Scotland in Edinburgh, the Quaker Tapestry
in Kendal, and the D-Day Tapestry in
Portsmouth,

New Romney resident Briony Kapoor
together with the artists of the IMOS
Foundation has designed a new tapestry.
Also using Romney wool, the completed
design is now being realised by a team of
expert craftswomen at the IMOS Foundation
studios in New Romney.

When the work is complete, it is hoped to
exhibit it locally in New Romney and also in
Bayeux alongside the original tapestry. Ralf
de la Pomeroy, the x-great-grandfather of Ms
Kapoor, is depicted in gruesome detail on
the Bayeux tapestry as he leans from his
horse and hacks an unfortunate Saxon in
half with his broad-sword. The Saxon who

died that day might just have been the x
great grandfather of a present day Romney
Marsh resident …

The new tapestry, actually an embroidery, is
five meters long and a meter wide. It is
backed by fine white linen and fronted in
natural woven Romney sheep wool cloth
acquired by the trustees from Romney
Wools, a local business owned by Christina
Boulden and based on their own sheep farm
under the hills at the back of the Marsh.

The stories depicted are of the main events
in the history of the Marsh with individual
scenes passing in chronological order from
left to right.
The work is
divided by
four vertical
columns
showing flora
and fauna
giving way in
recent times
to the A
259 which
forms the
fourth
vertical.
Romney
sheep
travel the
whole
way
through
time in a
horizontal
strip towards

the top while a parallel wild animal horizontal
gives out during the last two centuries.
These ideas are a tribute to our
environmental concerns. Dykes and ditches
cross the work giving an aerial aspect to the
whole.

There are idiosyncratic touches some
included by design, some by mistake. A veil
must be drawn over the identity of one
needlewoman who embroidered extensively
on the wrong, linen, side of the cloth she
was assigned. There is the part of the
design where hundreds of years have to be
squeezed into a smallish area due not so
much to a weakness of historical accuracy,
as to an obsession with the Royal Military
Canal and the Martello Towers that made
them intrude earlier than they should. There
is, also, the depiction of Napoleon hanging
from a Martello Tower. Did that really
happen? Or were we just trying to needle
(sic!) the French? A pastime honoured by
the centuries and cheerfully reciprocated by
that great nation.

Work has been quietly going on for the last
two years with amazing results. Who would
have known that there are such talented
sewers, embroiderers and craft workers
amongst us? We have every reason to be
proud of these ladies (no men!)

Beverley Baldwin from New Romney
Jenni Gurner from New Romney
Nicki Godfrey Jones from Lydd
Margaret Mace from Greatstone

Silvia Mills from Broadstairs
Carol Dixon from St Mary’s Bay

Sue Owen from Ruckinge
Freda Copeland from Littlestone

Helen Sanderson also from Littlestone
Charlotte Watkinson from New Romney

If you would like to come and see the
tapestry work in progress or perhaps join in

with the remaining parts of the work
contact the IMOS Foundation

charity:enquiries@imosfoundation.org

01797 363099




