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Local hotel reaches out to help

written by Jan Holben

We are all in a Lockdown situation, some
people have adapted to the new ‘norm’ - they
pop out to get their shopping or take some
exercise and they are doing what they can to
stay safe and keep their families safe. For
some people who may be vulnerable for
various reasons and therefore cannot go
outside - this is even more of a stressful and
difficult time. In such times – every little
kindness helps and the Clifton Hotel, situated
on the Leas in Folkestone, has wonderfully
risen to the challenge.
The Cliftons Group General Manager, Neil
Lomas, recently wrote out to local people
asking if there was anything they could do to
support vulnerable people – because the hotel
and its team of volunteers wanted to do what
they could.
Neil Lomas writes: “I am writing to you on
behalf of The Clifton Hotel, on the Leas in
Folkestone. We have been part of this
community since 1864 and we pride ourselves
on being a family friendly & conscientious
business reflecting all that is good about
Folkestone”.
Neil goes on to say that he and his team of
volunteers are happy to help in a number of
ways such as; dog walking, delivering
shopping, weeding and basic gardening,

collecting
prescriptions
– or even
sending out a
little ‘Wave
With Words’
letter to help
those who
are
struggling
with isolation,
because as
he says “love
should never
have to keep
its distance”.
Kathy, the
Cliftons
restaurant supervisor, and her young daughter
Pixie did their bit recently by taking a big tray of
scrumptious cupcakes to teachers at Pixies
school who are still working, to show
appreciation for all that they are doing in this
difficult time.
Although closed for accommodation due to
Lockdown the hotel phones are still being
manned every day and local people who may
need support are being urged to call (01303)
851231 or email Neil directly at:
neil@leafhotels.co.uk
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Still the
Migrants
keep
coming

Action has been demanded
from the Home Secretary
Priti Patel after another
spate of migrants crossed
the channel, raising more
questions than answers.
The Looker has contacted
the Home Office to find out
how many have been
returned to France. A total
of 35 asylum seekers in less
than a day have been
rescued off the district’s
coast with numbers for April
topping 400 in the month.
In the most recent incident
on 25th April, Border Force
intercepted three vessels
carrying people from Iraq,
Iran and Kuwait.
In a statement the Home
Office said: “At around 3.40
a.m., a RHIB holding 14
males and one female
presenting themselves as
Iranian, Kuwaiti and Iraqi,
was stopped. Three hours
later a second vessel
carrying a group of 13
males presenting
themselves as Iraqi and
Iranian was intercepted.
And at 8 a.m. they stopped
a third small boat carrying
seven males, presenting
themselves as Iraqi and
Iranian. All individuals were
brought to Dover and were
assessed to establish
whether there are any
medical requirements.
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Businesses could go to the
wall

FOLKESTONE

As coronavirus lockdown continues across the UK,
many businesses in the hospitality industry are
struggling to cope. Pubs, bars, restaurants and clubs
have now been told by the government that they will
be among the last to open once lockdown restrictions
are lifted, meaning they’ll continue to struggle for the
foreseeable future. This means the future of many of
these venues is at risk, as bills pile up and there is no
money to keep them going.
Now, the Music Venue Trust has launched a national
initiative in a bid to save grassroots music venues
across the country.
The campaign gives fans of local venues the chance
to support their favourite places, by performing gigs
from home or watching them and donating what you
can.
Mark Davyd, CEO of Music Venue Trust, said:

allowed to use for six weeks; we have no support for
our staff who we have had to lay off, because we are
not in the position as a new business to wait until
June to get the money back from the Government.
And yet the landlord has had a £25,000 windfall and
not passed anything on to us! The only chance we
have is if we take out a loan, but we really do not
know if we will be able to repay this.”
The bars, which are all well known for their gigs and
music connections, are at risk of closing if they
continue on without help during the pandemic. Each
of them has joined the Save Our Venues initiative
with the hopes of raising enough money to survive
the rest of the lockdown, however long it may last.
The Save Our Venues website says: “The situation is
dire, government support has been exhausted, and it
now falls to
artists,
music fans,
local
communities
“Without the support of music fans and artists, literally and the
hundreds of the UK’s grassroots music venues could wider
industry to
go out of business, never to return”.
take action
With Folkestone being designated as the UK’s first
Put bluntly,
music town with many bars, pubs and venues,
without these venues the opportunities for artists and
owners and venue managers have said they are
audiences to connect in a meaningful way at a local
worried that the money will just run out before the
level will simply disappear in a lot of cases. And if
government let venues reopen. Part of the problem
they go they will never come back. Please help us to
hitting venues is that they are run as a tenanted
help grassroots music venues to survive this
venture, with their rent making up part of the rates,
unprecedented threat to their existence.”
which are payable by the property owners. Reports
Artists, including musicians, bands, dancers,
of one property owner in Folkestone who has six
comedians and more, can pair with venues across
tenants has had over £100,000 in emergency grant
the country to perform shows and raise money via a
relief, which is based on the rate payer being the
crowdfunder. Each venue has set a target goal it
person who collects the money.
aims to achieve based on how much it will need to
One venue owner who asked us not to identify her
survive.
name, told The Looker: “It’s just not fair. We are
paying rent on a property that we have not been

All will be transferred to immigration officials and they will
be interviewed and their cases will be dealt with in line
with the immigration rules, transferring to detention where
appropriate.”
A Border Force spokesman added: "In line with Public
Health England guidance, Border Force and all
operational staff have the relevant Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) available to them. In line with Public
Health England guidance, migrants are not specifically
tested for coronavirus, but are continuously monitored for
symptoms.

EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 248
Firstly, I would like to thank all the people who sent
messages thanking The Looker for the last edition. It was
a bit of an uphill struggle and we had to use a new printer
and also I had to do the entire layout of the paper myself.
This might sound easy at first, taking a word document and
then just copy and pasting it into the software that we use
to produce the paper! Well I can tell you it’s not as easy as
it sounds.
The Looker has gone upmarket in the past couple of
months and invested in a new Mac Computer for our office
along with software to enable us to do everything in-house.
When I ordered the computer, I did not envisage having to
get to grips with the software as quickly as I had too. But I
think it is very much a work in progress, so I am sure it will
get even better as the time goes forward.

Police and Border Force have been working to try and
stop UK and French gang leaders who are facilitating the
smuggling operations. Since January 2019, 111 people
smugglers have been convicted and imprisoned and 879
incidents of organised immigration crime have been
disrupted.”
A spokesman added: "People crossing the Channel to
enter the UK have come from a safe country – usually
France – and so there is no reason why they need to
make this trip in order to claim asylum. Those fleeing
persecution should stay in the first safe country they
enter. To the criminals we say this – your heinous crimes
will not be tolerated and we will work tirelessly to bring
you to justice. These attempted crossings are reckless
acts facilitated by criminals that we are determined to
stop."
Since April 1st, French police have stopped over 200
migrants from risking their lives by seeking to get to the
UK using a small boat. The Home Secretary and her
French counterpart, Christophe Castaner, have reaffirmed
their commitment to tackling this issue since the outbreak
of Coronavirus.
The Looker understands that in the last year only 155
people who entered the UK illegally on small boats have
been returned to Europe. So far in 2020, 11 people
smugglers have been put behind bars as a result of
Immigration Enforcement investigations. Between
December 2018 and December 2019 there were 15
successful French prosecutions which have seen 30
individuals convicted with sentences ranging from three
months to six years.

I would also like to hold my hands up and say sorry for the
typos in the last edition, again up against the clock. I did
not have chance to have the whole paper checked. It also
identified a few issues with modern technology in that auto
‘spell check’ is only as good as in the context the words are
used. For example, my father’s Train Tales, ended up as
Train Tails! So again, I would like to apologise to him and
he had to have a lay down in a darkened room after the
seeing that!
I am pleased though that he is starting a new feature
publishing some pictures from the book he did with John
Harmer a few years ago. Some of these have not been
published before and the book, ‘Romney Marsh from the
Air’, which is now out of print, raised over £16,000 for the
Air Ambulance.
It is strange how the district keeps finding ways to selfdistance themselves but still celebrate. I was really looking
forward to the planned VE Day celebrations on Friday,
which will now not happen officially, but I am sure just like
in the Second World War, we are not going to let this virus
get on top of the country’s moral, and after this current war
is over we will not only mark the VE occasion of 75 years
since the victory in Europe, but also marking the VOTE
(Victory Over The Epidemic).
As I mentioned in my last Editor’s Word, The Looker was
already looking to arrange a party for our community with a
‘Party in The Park’ and I am hoping by the time I write the
next edition, we will be one step closer to knowing when
this lock down will be coming to an end.
In the meantime, I know it’s hard, but we always knew this
would be a long hard battle and lets all hope we are over
the worst of it.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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Keep your letters coming in and keep supporting our
advertisers who keep supporting us so we can continue to
go to print in these hard times.
Happy reading,
David and the whole Looker team.
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Artist’s lose ‘The Plot’ . . .
Well at least for 12 months
The Folkestone Triennial has been postponed until
2021 due to the Covid-19 outbreak. The two monthlong art festival was due to run from September to
November this year, and would have seen work from
20 artists displayed around the town. The event
which brings thousands of people to the district also
boosts the local economy by millions of pounds
every three years. The event helps bolster the
reputation of Folkestone being a major ‘go to place
for artist’ and now boasts one of the largest
permeant selection of static art exhibits in Europe.
This year’s exhibition was called ‘The Plot’ and
included a cliff-top head-shaped sculpture, brightly

announce that Creative Folkestone Triennial is to
be postponed. We are facing colossal challenges
across the cultural sector and we must put the
needs and safety of
our communities and
audiences first when
making our decisions.
In adversity, art offers
hope and Creative
Folkestone will continue to
present work in new ways
as we prepare for the return
of Folkestone
Triennial in
2021. Next
year,
Folkestone Triennial will happen and it will be a
celebration of everything we have overcome and
will look ahead to a future of possibilities."
The first triennial was held in 2008 and has been
held every three years since. Artists
commissioned in previous years have included
painted beach huts and a virtual reality project
Tracey Emin and Yoko Ono.
looking at climate change, migration and mental
Curator Lewis Biggs added: "The Triennial is proud
health. On the Triennial website it described the
to treat the town of Folkestone as the arena in
theme behind this years now postponed event. The which artworks are presented. Artists who work
title ‘The Plot’ suggests multiple meanings.
with outdoor urban space have to contend with the
Conceptually, a ‘plot’ can be a narrative or
real material world in all the ways that it is
conspiracy; from a material point of view, it can also constructed: through infrastructural and financial
mean a plot of land, or to plot a course or graph –
investment, through social behaviours and the law,
things that are mathematically verifiable. Observing through the history and geography of place. The
the gap between personally verified experience and current pandemic is one more way through which
what is otherwise told or narrated, the Triennial
urban space is constructed, perhaps not even the
urges viewers to consider the voids left behind by
most challenging. We have every confidence that
‘fake news’ and ‘post-truths’. But all projects will now the exhibiting artists will adapt, will continue to
be held off until next year.
project their concerns, and help to intrigue, inspire
Alastair Upton, chief executive of Creative
and bring solace to everyone who visits The Plot in
Folkestone said: “It is with a heavy heart that we
2021."

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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Trust staff embrace
redeployment to support
patients through
coronavirus outbreak
Commitment and cooperation have seen teams across East
Kent Hospitals take on different roles during the coronavirus
outbreak.
As well as dozens of clinical staff who have volunteered to
work in critical care units at the William Harvey Hospital in
Ashford, Kent and Canterbury Hospital and Queen Elizabeth
The Queen Mother Hospital in Margate, corporate staff have
also moved to support frontline teams.
And staff working in departments such as ophthalmology,
where there are now fewer patients than usual, have
volunteered for roles ranging from answering the phones on
wards to helping with cleaning.
Chief operating officer Lee Martin said:
“Colleagues across all our hospitals
and all our departments have
been fantastic in rising to the
challenge the coronavirus
outbreak presents us with, and
working in different ways to help
and support our patients.
“We have been truly humbled by
their enthusiasm and dedication –
both from those stepping forward
to volunteer for different roles and
those who welcome them with
open arms and take the
time to guide and support
them.”
Lee Martin
Orthoptist Charlotte
Swoffer is now answering
the relatives’ telephone line on Mount McMaster ward at the
Kent and Canterbury Hospital. Because of visiting restrictions,
there are more calls than usual from relatives wanting an
update on their loved ones in hospital and staff can find it
difficult to answer them all alongside their other duties.
She said: “Every phone call we handle gives the ward staff
more time with patients.
“Relatives are grateful they can now reach someone to speak
to on the ward who can give them some insight into their family
member’s progress.
“It is also their route to send messages of love to the patient,
which is so important for them to receive.”
Meanwhile, staff who would normally be supporting the Trust in
departments such as human resources, IT, information and
finance, have taken over the day-to-day distribution of personal
protective equipment, or PPE.
Angeline Newbery, from the Trust’s improvement and
transformation team, is one of those in charge of making sure
the stores are open from 8am to 8pm seven days a week,
managing the
redeployed staff.
They work with wards to
keep a log of the
equipment available and
bring additional supplies
if stock levels drop.
Chief analytical officer
Marc Farr, who has also
provided staff to the
PPE team, while he has
taken on a cleaning role,
said: “It’s a great way for
us all to keep fit. Our usual roles mean we are sitting for
lengths of time, so many of us are now measuring our steps
and are walking six to 10 kilometres a day.“The mood in the
team has been very positive, people are making new
connections and feel proud to be part of a team supporting our
clinical frontline colleagues.”

ANNUAL DOG-FREE BEACH
MEASURES TO COME INTO EFFECT
Nine stretches of the district’s coastline will be dog-free from
1 May, Folkestone & Hythe District Council (F&HDC) has
announced.Such measures – designed to ensure all
residents feel at ease when visiting the beach – are
introduced for a fixed period every year by local authorities
across the country. But with our district enjoying a 26-mile
seaside of sand and shingle, there are still plenty of other
parts of the coastline for your four-legged friends to stretch
their legs.
Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader, said: “Our popular
beaches are much quieter than usual at the moment which –
bizarrely – I’m pleased about. This means the vast majority
of residents and visitors are helping to stop the spread of
COVID-19 and, ultimately, save lives by following the central
government guidance.Unfortunately some people don’t feel
the need to clear up after their loyal pooch, which can lead
to significant impacts on public health and sea water quality.
This would have a long-term impact on our district when the
country is ready to lift the current restrictions.We ask owners
to respect these seasonal measures by using the other dogwalking areas Folkestone & Hythe is blessed with.”
SF&HDC is also encouraging people to keep their dogs on
leads at all times throughout the entire district as part of the
social distancing rules, as this will help them to remain more
than two metres away from other owners.

For more information about the measures, visit :folkestonehythe.gov.uk/environmental-protection/dogs-on-beaches

Romney Marsh Tyres
Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:

NEW Tyres

FREE

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING
www .romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car
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The non-event
memorial service!
An event that had hoped to pay commemoration to two
Polish Airmen who gave their lives in The Second World
War, went ahead without any of the dignitaries being able
to attend but with hundreds of people watching a video

Data shows crime in Kent
fell by more than 4,000
incidents in 2019
Recorded crime in Kent fell by 2% last year, new data
published today shows.
Kent Police recorded 4,244 fewer offences in 2019
compared with the year before, at the same time as crime
across the country dropped by 5% according to the Crime
Survey for England and Wales.

Celebrate 75th
VE Day at home
All of the public events planned to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of VE Day have been cancelled, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t show our respect and still have a VE
Day celebration at home.

The Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent, Matthew
Scott, has welcomed the news.

posted of the ceremony on social media.
On the 16th April 1941, two Polish Airmen lost their lives at
Dungeness, one crashing onto the beach, close to the
lighthouse and the other off shore – never to be found.
David Harris of the New Romney branch of British Legion,
had organised a memorial service (to be held on Saturday
the 18th April), following a well-attended ceremony this time
last year.
Dignitaries from the Polish Embassy were to attend
together with representatives from the Polish Air Force,
Polish Airmen’s Association, Polish Memorial Trust, British
Legion branches, RAFA (Royal Air Force Association)
together with the Hastings & St. Leonards Veterans
Association. KCC and local Councillors were also to
attend. In all it would have been a fitting show of respect
and deserving tribute to Pilot Officers Boguslaw Mierzwa
and Mieczyslaw Wazkiewicz from 303 Squadron Polish Air
force. 2021 will mark the 80th anniversary – so a definite
‘must’!!!!
As it turned
out, it was left
to a local
resident to
place two
wreaths at the
memorial site.
One from New
Romney British
Legion and the
other from
Colin Clayton,
a Lydd-on-Sea
resident, who
erected the
first tribute to the two officers and who has ever since,
attended to and maintained the memorials. The current
display was erected, courtesy of EDF, who have several
Polish staff at the local power station. It is hoped to erect a
more permanent tribute to the two officers in the near
future. A simple video was created of the wreath
laying, which can be viewed at dungeness.org.uk
and Youtube ‘Dungeness Memorial’.
The first pic was taken by Lance Corporal Jack Stratfull in
1944 and featured in Andy Saunders’ article ‘After the
battle’, and is of the simple memorial erected by soldiers
who were stationed at Dungeness at the time of the
crashes. The other pic is of the memorial and a ‘local
resident’ placing a wreath.

Commissioner Mathew Scott

He said: ‘That there were 4,244 fewer victims of crime in
Kent 2019 is great to hear. This is testament to the hard
work of Kent Police officers and staff throughout last year,
including the hundreds of new recruits local people paid for
through their council tax precept.
‘That there has been a marked decrease in things like
violent crime, burglary, and deaths on our roads, is
particularly pleasing to see. Kent Police has come a long
way in improving how it records crime so the public can be
confident these figures are accurate.’
Mr Scott anticipates data for early 2020, when published
this summer, will show further decreases in recorded crime
partly as a result of the Covid-19 lockdown measures.
He added: ‘Still, neither police recorded crime data nor the
Crime Survey for England and Wales are perfect measures
of police performance. They can never reflect all the great
work policing does – things like community engagement,
crime prevention, safeguarding victims, or dealing with
people in mental health crisis. When holding the Chief
Constable to account, I will continue to consider all of these
issues, rather than relying on raw data alone.’

Telephone:

Victory in Europe, VE day,
celebrates the formal acceptance by the Allies
during World War II of Nazi
Germany’s unconditional
surrender of armed forces,
on 8 May 1945.
Millions of people rejoiced
the news of the surrender,
and took to the streets in
celebration, with parties,
singing and dancing.
Crowds gathered in Trafalgar Square and up The
Mall to Buckingham Palace,
where King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth appeared
on the balcony, overlooking
the masses cheering below.
VE day is all the more poignant this year as we remain
in lockdown battling the
Coronavirus enemy. So,
what can we still do to celebrate the 75th milestone?
The Looker is encouraging
people to make bunting
and decorations and send
in your pictures via the website.

Making bunting
To make your own template: • Take an A4 piece
of paper long ways up (portrait) • Fold over about 2cm
at the top • Fold the paper
in half long ways • Draw
a line diagonally from the
outside of the paper at the
top to the fold in the middle
at the bottom • Cut along
that line through both sides
of the paper • Unfold your
paper to reveal a triangle
shape.
Decorate your bunting: •
Decorate the main triangle but leave the top strip
blank • You can decorate
with anything you want –
paint, pencils, collage, glitter, stickers, crayons, pens •
You can draw anything that
inspires you but here are
some ideas if you get stuck:
A soldier from WW2; Your
grandfather who was in the
navy; Your grandmother
who worked for the RAF; Union Flag; A dove of peace;
Your message of thanks.

Construct your bunting •
When you’ve decorated
all of your flags, fold along
the top to make a flap •
Put the flap over your string
or ribbon and glue or tape
the flap in place • Leave a
gap between each triangle
and keep adding them until you’re done with a spare
bit of string/ribbon on each

end for hanging • Hang
your bunting in your window
for people to enjoy!
If you don’t want to make
your own bunting, then why
not visit www.amazon.co.uk
or www.ebay.co.uk where
there are lots of bunting,
flags, posters and other
memorabilia offers that can
be delivered to your door.

In the spirit of 1945, why not try a traditional recipe from
those days? Here we tell you how to make a delicious cake
and some lovely rock cakes using genuine 1940s recipes.
Chocolate cake
Ingredients you’ll need are:

Method

• 1 1/2 cups flour
• 1 cup sugar
• tsp. baking soda
• 1/2 tsp. salt
• 1 Tbsp. white vinegar
• 1/3 cup vegetable oil
• 1 tsp. vanilla extract
• 1 cup water
• 1/4 cup cocoa

1.
2.

3.
4.

Lightly grease a 20cm
(8 inch) square tin.
Combine flour, sugar,
baking soda, cocoa,
and salt in a mixing
bowl.
Add vinegar, oil, vanilla, and water and mix
well.
Bake at 180°C (350°F)
or gas mark 4 for 30
minute
3.

0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN
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INCREDIBLE RESPONSE BY
FOLKESTONE, HYTHE AND
ROMNEY MARSH COMMUNITIES
A fantastic army of volunteers across Folkestone, Hythe and
Romney Marsh has swung into action to meet more than 12,000
requests to help those isolated in their homes due to COVID-19.
Volunteers have been giving up their time to help others and
support the work of the hubs since the middle of March. The three
hubs, one each based in Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh
are led by voluntary organisations and Folkestone & Hythe District
Council with grant funding support from the council.
The amazing response by 632 volunteers, who answered the call
to assist the district’s three community hubs, has to date resulted
in:

202 welfare checks made
3,555 hot meals cooked
1005 loads of shopping collected
724 prescriptions picked up

Hythe Community Support Hub – run by AGE UK.
Contact them on: covid-19@ageukhl.org.uk or 01303
269602

Folkestone Community Support Hub – run by
Three Hills Sports Centre supported by Citizens
Advice and Kent Coast Volunteering.
Contact them on: covid-19@3hsp.co.uk or 01303 316186

Romney Marsh Community Support Hub – run by
Romney Marsh Day Centre.

Lockdown: making a
place for nature

Contact them on: Covid-19@rmdc.org.uk or 01797 208590

By Steff DʼAgorne
The council’s COVID-19 helpline is 01303 761116
(open from 9am to 5pm every day)
or via email at Covid-19@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk .
Residents and businesses can find out about help and
assistance available to them both locally and get signposted
to national support. Residents can also feedback helpful
information or concerns about their community or individuals.
For the latest on COVID-19 related matters locally please
visit folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/coronavirus

As a Ranger it is a rare occurrence that you are ever confined
to your home; however, at the moment this is the case for
many of us, including us all at RMCP. As we slowly run out of
things to clean around the house, those of us with outdoor
spaces will no doubt be spending our time cutting, mowing
and pruning things left, right and centre. Is this a good idea?
Will it help the wildlife that lives in our gardens?

27 walks with dogs
The above are only some of the services that are offered by the
hubs.
In addition the council’s own staff have been helping residents who
have rung or e-mailed its emergency helpline. The dedicated
COVID-19 hotline has received 656 calls and colleagues have
responded to 942 emails.
Cabinet member for Communities Cllr Jenny
Hollingsbee said: “The district has really risen
to this challenge and the response has been
amazing. I’ve been closely involved with this
social response and I’ve been able to witness
first-hand the dedication and passion that has
gone into providing these services.
“All the partner organisations, council staff and
volunteers involved in this deserve
recognition for the fantastic job they are
doing in tough circumstances. I
particularly want to thank the staff at the
three hubs and the volunteers giving up
their time and effort to help support vulnerable people in the district.
The positive feedback we’ve had just goes to show that the
residents receiving these services are so appreciative and that
these hubs are really making a difference.”
The local hubs are open seven days a week. Due to the number of
applications received volunteer recruitment is currently paused but
this will be continuously reviewed. These cannot be visited but can
be contacted on:
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Sadly, most of the time, the answer is no. Those gardens and
wild areas that are full of wildlife are generally ‘messy’. Most
of us don’t want a messy garden, so let’s have a look at a few
simple things that won’t ‘mess up’ the garden that everyone
can do.
A handy tip now the waste recycling sites are closed, is to use
your hedge and other garden cuttings to mulch your
hedgerows/shrubs. Lay the cuttings underneath the base of
these areas, cut up to a size that you can push them in under
the bushes slightly, so when they breakdown they will add
nutrients back into the soil and help your bushes to thrive. The
benefit of doing this, rather than burning them, is that you are
now working with the wildlife in your garden, as the insects in
your garden
will help you
to break this
down. When
it comes to
the smaller
things you
have weeded
out and don’t
want to
regrow, you
can do the
same thing,
but you must

leave them out on a patch of concrete or hardcore to dry out
for a while first.
The best possible thing you can do for wildlife right now is
create a wildlife area, this may be a patch of lawn that already
has some dandelions and other flowers coming up in it or it
might be a shaded patch with nothing much there. In this area
you will do no cutting, no mowing nor weeding -you will just
leave nature to do its thing. You could pile up some logs here
for reptiles to hide under. You could put in a small bowl of
water as a pond, with a few stones in for things to climb out,
you could even pile up some of your hedge cuttings here. But
the key thing is, to leave it and let nature work its magic, until
the winter when you can do a quick tidy to get it back into
shape for next year. If you get tempted to touch your wildlife
garden, then make a wooden painted sign instead to hang up,
that says ‘wildlife garden’. This will be a handy reminder as to
why you are doing it, and it will help let your neighbours know
what you are up to too!

G. NEWING

Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered
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EAST KENT HOUSING STAFF
AND SERVICES TO TRANSFER
TO COUNCILS AT END OF
SEPTEMBER
The staff at East Kent Housing (EKH) and the
services it provides are set to transfer to the four
councils that own it at close of play on 30
September this year.

quickly as humanly possible in the interest of
tenants and to end the uncertainty for EKH staff who
are doing an incredible job in very trying
circumstances.
“Council officers and senior managers at EKH have
been working hard in the background to put all of
the arrangements in place and we are now in a
position to proceed at pace.

Running Away from the
Virus
Runner Ray Johnson to take on new
challenge after London Marathon is
cancelled

The move was prompted by a series of health and
safety failings discovered at some of the properties
that EKH was managing for the councils.
Since then an enormous amount of work has been
undertaken to address those failings and regular
updates have been provided to the Regulator for
Social Housing.
In a statement, the Chief Executives from the four
councils - Colin Carmichael, Nadeem Aziz, Susan
Priest and Madeline Homer - said: “We have been
determined to ensure the transfer of staff and
services from EKH back to the councils happens as

Shepherd & Crook Burmarsh
We are offering a Take Away Menu on Wednesday
and Friday evenings between 6 – 8pm, which
includes some of our most popular dishes, handmade
pies, burgers and gluten free fish and chips. Sunday
Roast is available between 1-3pm, great value at £8.
Roast beef, chicken and vegan options.
Pre-order: 01303 872336 or 07904 039900
so we can allocate a time slot for collection. We can
deliver within Burmarsh village. We also have beer,
cider and wineavailable for collection.

Thanks again for your support
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The Virus has hit,
It’s making us ill,
Please make it stop,
Because it’s starting to kill.
It’s really terrifying,
Because it’s really real,
Now it’s affecting,
How we feel.

EKH currently manages a total of more than 17,000
properties on behalf of Canterbury City Council,
Dover District Council, Folkestone & Hythe District
Council and Thanet District Council.
The decision to break it up was made by councillors
at all four councils at the start of the year following
a consultation with tenants.

The Looker was sent this poem by
Isabel Price age 10 that we thought
you may like to read. Thank You

Hand sanitizer, gloves,
Face masks as well,
Keep using these,
Cos’ they’ll keep you well.
Thank-you NHS,
For helping us out,
You work so hard,
Without a doubt,

“A determination to retain EKH staff, minimise
redundancies and work closely with all staff has
always been at the heart of the process.
Ray hopes to be looking Back on the virus

“There will be more jobs available across the four
councils than people currently employed by EKH.
“We also hope many of the agency staff who have
been vital in supporting the organisation during this
period of fundamental change will want to go and
work for one of the four councils when the services
transfer and we will be working with them to make
that happen.”

An avid runner who was due to take part in his 20th
London Marathon in a row this weekend has now signed
up to a new obstacle instead. Folkestone man Ray
Johnson, 56, will take on the 2.6 mile challenge on
Sunday, a tenth of what was expected of him from the
marathon for the entire distance.
He said: "As the London Marathon has been delayed
until October when I shall be doing my 20th in a row, I
have decided to sign up to the 2.6 challenge to mark
April 26th in a fun way.
"I shall be running 2.6 miles backwards. I figured
backwards in view of the virus having taken us
backwards. But soon things will go forwards and get
back to normal in the fullness of time.”
The London Marathon has been cancelled due to the
ongoing coronavirus outbreak. It is the first time the race
has been postponed since its launch in 1981.
Mr Johnson, who has just retired from Independent
Insurance brokers in Folkestone, said: "Naturally it is
disappointing the marathon was postponed but totally the
right thing and hopefully it will happen in October."
He will attempt his backwards challenge on Sunday
along The Leas in Folkestone and hopes to raise £1,000
for Kent Association for the Blind. Throughout the last 20
years, Mr Johnson has raised £80,000 for the charity.
The chairman of the Folkestone Town Team has carried
out no specific training for his backwards run, but thinks
he will be ok. He adds: "I’ve still carried on with my
normal training, i.e. six miles every other day. On the
challenge I’ve done no training backwards but its only
2.6 miles so think I can handle that as generally before
lockdown I’ve been doing lots of half marathon and 15 to
16 milers!"

We’re so grateful,
For all you do,
What would we do,
Without you?
We’ll do as we’re told,
And stay in isolation,
And after all this,
We’ll have a huge celebration.
STAY HOME, SAVE LIVES.

By Issie.
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Lydd Scouts’
Adventure Sleep Out
By Kim Gandy
St George is the Patron Saint of the Scout movement and St
George’s Day is usually a celebration for the Scouts because it’s
the day upon which they reaffirm their vows to the movement and
celebrate their achievements.
This year, obviously, the children were not allowed to come
together to observe this tradition, but the First Lydd Scout Group
leaders met in Lydd High Street on 23rd April to reaffirm their
vows.
They combined the celebration with applauding the NHS as
Lydd’s now-weekly Thursday clapathon.
The leaders gathered on the pavement, which was marked with
crosses so they could observe the two-metre rule, whilst using

their daily exercise allowance, with couples from the same house
standing side-by-side.
As the St George Cross and Scouts flag fluttered in the wind, they
made the affirmation to do their duty to God and to The Queen,
whilst the Scouts themselves remained at their respective homes,
doing a “camping at home challenge”.
Charlie and Kaitlyn Smeed and Willow Gillbody set up a tent in
their gardens, whilst Jaxon Williamson toasted marshmallows
outside his house, as did Harrison Williamson - and Shane
Prince, in an interesting and probably much warmer option, chose
to camp in his wardrobe!
Faye and Oliver Adams took the Scout salute in their back
garden, whilst Hannah Gillbody spent her time making flags and a
T shirt and enjoyed a sleep out in her tent, observing shooting
stars and satellites.
In total, 28 children enjoyed their St George’s Day adventure,
whilst reaffirming their vows.

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley

The Best Authentic Kebabs
on the Romney Marsh
We are constantly striving to improve
our service to you our
Loyal Customers
We are open 7 Days a week
from
12.pm - Late for collection or Delivery
See our website for menu options

www.diamondkebabs.com

Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

6 Station Road New Romney, Kent. TN28 8LG

Telephone: 01797 364 726
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Suffering from
lockdown apathy?
Beat the boredom blues
by Kim Gandy
Bored with the TV, knitting or crosswords? There is a whole host
of stuff to do indoors or in the garden, especially if you’ve dug
the same patch over and over and pruned and cut everything in
sight. And your house either looks like a bombsite (kids) or a
show-home (no kids)…
Starting outside, as the weather has been so kind to us recently,
there are all sorts of garden games to keep the kids – and adults
– amused and if you haven’t already, why not browse online
shopping sites for boredom-busters like the Tumbling Tower
Game from John Lewis www.johnlewis.com/browse/babychild/outdoor-toys-games/garden-toys-games (£10) or see
eBay’s selection of giant
garden games like
Giant 4-in-a-row
(£15.99) or Giant Ludo,
(only £4.99)
www.ebay.co.uk
If the crisis has hit your
purse, keep bored kids
busy for free… visit

If you were planning a trip to London, go to www.visitlondon.com
for live and time lapse streams. You can even view London from
The Shard.
See also
www.skylinewebcams.com/en/webcam.html
which has a facility for business visitors to
install their own webcam to reach potential
customers.

Job specialists Reed & Co boasts over 31,000 courses and you
can get 10 percent off if you are learning from home. Type
ONLINE10 at the checkout. See www.reed.co.uk/courses/
I found the following on their website: low cost courses such as
paediatric First Aid for £15 (was £50) and Leadership and
Management (also £10) Microsoft Excel Complete Course,
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced – CPD £29 – down from
£597!
Centre of Excellence have sold 500,000 courses so far and are
still promoting a wide range of different categories from business
and PR to Holistic therapy, history, animal care and so on. They
have been doing massive reductions recently. Check their
website at www.centreofexcellence.com
Some courses are free on www.futurelearn.com with subjects
ranging from healthcare and medicine to creative arts and
media.

Wonder at the antiquities of Egypt on
blog.britishmuseum.org/how-to-explore-the-british-museumfrom-home/ or marvel at the most famous paintings in the world
via www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/googlevirtual-tour - or you could take a tour around the Space Shuttle
at artsandculture.google.com/partner/natural-history-museum
The Zoo at Port Lympne also has live webcams. Just type
“Lympne Zoo Webcam” into your browser and follow the links.
There are zoos, museums and galleries all over the world that
you can visit.
However, if you’re really nosey, you can find out how people are
dealing with lockdown in different parts of the world on live cam
sites like www.webcamtaxi.com/en/ These are the ultimate
curtain twitchers’ dream!
I just spent some time glued to the underwater live Coral City
cam in Miami. After that, I visited Senado Square in Macau,
China; not much activity there, as you might expect! (The Wuhan
ones were offline). It was amazing but sad to see the centre of
Madrid deserted at the start of the tourist season. There was a
little more activity in Fifth Avenue, New York on
www.earthcam.com although not much. And Times Square was
VERY empty, just a couple of people with masks on. You can
zoom in and out on this one.

Damian Collins

Also, on the NHS website there is a nine-week set of ‘Couch to
5K’ podcasts. Each week involves three runs. These schemes
start from beginner level, so now might be a good time to get
involved if you wanted to tone up for the summer. It could
become part of your daily exercise routine. There are also “gym
free” workouts, aerobics and strength and flex.
If you fancy using the time to learn a new skill, there are lots of
courses at ridiculous “Covid lockdown prices”. Go to www.britishsign.co.uk/ At the time of writing you can learn sign language
under their “pay what you can” scheme.

Or if you fancy something more mystical, try www.udemy.com/
tarot, astrology, reiki and healing courses for as little as £11.99,
or for more career focused learning – try digital marketing and
online business starting from £11.99.
*Prices are correct at time of writing, check websites for
current offers.

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!
I f y o u h a v e a B u l k L P G Ta n k but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has -or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex

We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

Our Man
In Westminster

Damian Collins

Somewhat of a big hit during lockdown has been
fitness instructor Joe Wicks, who does a daily
“routine” for adults and children. Just type “The
Body Coach TV” into YouTube. And for Yoga fans, the NHS has
some routines at www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-fitness-studio/yogawith-lj/ There are even routines for people with knee and back
problems and other health issues.

www.livescience.com/coronavirus-kids-activities.html for some
fantastic ideas for experiments at home using household objects.
Not only will this keep them quiet for a while, it’s also
educational. ‘Start your own butterfly garden’, ‘make a
coathanger radio’, or ‘how to make bath bombs’ are just a few
ideas. Make sure you’re supervising though, unless you like
everything covered with green gunge!
If the kids are glued to their PCs, they might as well do
something educational. Most of the major museums and
galleries now have virtual tours online. To find out, just type their
names into Google search with “virtual tour” tagged on to the
name. Here are a few examples.

Fly the flag and show
solidarity against the virus

Local artist Briony Kapoor has cut the price of the iconic
Romney Marsh Flag, as people are flying the flag against
the Covid-19 virus. The brightly coloured flags have
proven very popular and have been exported all across
the world as a reminder of our unique location.
Briony told The Looker: “For the next few weeks during
the lockdown,
the IMOS
Foundation is
trying to cheer
everyone up by
offering the
Romney Marsh
Flags at just £5
each. It is
hoped that
people will fly
the flag as a
sign of solidarity
The Flag has travelled all over the world
against this
and been used in all kinds of ways
horrendous
virus.”
This flag was
the result of a competition held by the IMOS Foundation
in 2012. More than sixty entries were received and a
panel of judges chose six for a final selection by the
public at the New Romney Country Fayre in 2013. The
overwhelming winner was the splendid colourful design
by Dymchurch/Folkestone based artist Dee Taylor.

If you would like to purchase a flag contact
Briony : 01797-363099
or email: enquiries@imosfoundation.org

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797362521• 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6

Last week the Secretary of State for Transport Grant Shapps
announced that there would be direct financial support for
some of the key strategic transport routes which supply the
United Kingdom. This will include both Eurotunnel at
Cheriton and the Port of Dover, which together process
around 80% of our road freight with the rest of Europe. The
coronavirus restrictions have of course limited the demand
for goods and services, but it is vital that we keep our trade
routes open to support the import of medical supplies and
equipment. This financial assistance for the Port and the
Tunnel is also good news for the many local jobs that are
reliant on them both.
Local businesses are now receiving funds from the support
schemes that were created by the government following the
commencement of the COVID-19 lockdown. Overall, more
than £12 billion has been distributed to local councils for the
small business grants scheme. Folkestone and Hythe
District Council is administering this locally and has been
allocated £28,808,000 to support up to 2,297 business
properties. As of last week, 1,551 business properties our
area have already received grants totalling more than
£18,090,000.
Whilst this support is there to help businesses through the
lockdown period, many will also need assistance as they
rebuild their customer base when the restrictions are eased.
To help with this the Chancellor of the Exchequer has further
announced this week that a new ‘Bounce Back Loan
Scheme’ will be created to enable small businesses to
borrow up to £50,000 and access the cash within days. They
are easy to apply for using a two-page self-certification form
online. The Government will provide a 100 per cent
guarantee for the loan to lenders and the loan terms mean
that no capital or interest repayments will be due for one
year. Instead, the government will pay the interest for the
first 12 months. This scheme will offer additional protection
to small firms, helping them get the finance they need so
they can keep operating, protect jobs and incomes, and get
through this crisis. The ‘Bounce-back Loans’ scheme will be
launched on Monday 4 May at 9am and will run alongside
the existing Coronavirus Business Loans Interruption
Scheme (CBILS) managed by the British Business Bank.
For me, like many other people working during the lockdown
period, face to face meetings have been replaced by
internet-based video conferencing on services like Zoom, a
technology that now is even part of life in the House of
Commons. I was also pleased though to be able to use this
to join a meeting with the team from Romney Tweed to
review designs and presentations submitted as part of their
student competition. Entrants from the Marsh Academy, and
Sandwich Technology School had been set the challenge of
creating designs for new tweed fabrics inspired by the
colours of the landscape of Romney Marsh, and the area
around Royal St George’s golf course at Sandwich. The
results made for an impressive presentation, and the winner
will see their design woven into a new fabric by Romney
Tweed. I would like to send my congratulations to everyone
involved with this project.

Priory Close, New Romney
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Litter Picking Update
In January whilst planning the year ahead for Litter Picking
Watch, I could never have imagined the situation we currently
find ourselves.
At the end of March, as this pandemic began to rapidly
spread and the UK’s lockdown started, we took the advice of
Keep Britain Tidy and cancelled our organised litter pick and
beach clean events as well as our corporate litter picks and
schools educational program, over 20 planned events in total.
For a while, a number of us
continued to keep our
adopted areas litter free,
while out for our daily
exercise. However, due to
growing uncertainty as to
whether the Covid-19 virus
could be transferred from
other people’s litter, even
though we use litter pickers
and wear gloves, the decision
was made to suspend litter
picking on safety grounds. At
present, there is not enough
scientific evidence to confirm
how long the virus may continue to live on the different types
of rubbish we pick up, so until confirmed, we must keep our
group safe. I am pleased to say that most likeminded groups
have followed suit.
We have certainly learnt so much during this period of
lockdown; how to wash our hands to the tune of happy
birthday, how far two metres is and how many loo rolls you
can pack into a cupboard. We’ve also been amazed by the
great community spirit and shows of gratitude to our key

workers and by a centenarian who has walked more than 100
lengths of his garden raising millions of pounds for the NHS
and going on to sing his heart out helping Michael Ball, in not
walking alone.
We have an awful lot more to learn from this pandemic, the
very fact that an unseen virus can cause a global disaster,
stemming from one small community, spreading rapidly
across many countries leading to hundreds of thousands of
deaths, is terrifying and shows just how fragile our world can
be.
This untold cost to our world will never be forgotten, all we
can really do is consider how we can give something positive
to our communities. One way we can do this, is by helping to
look after our fragile earth, take more care of our countryside
by ensuring we dispose of our waste responsibly.
As mentioned in my previous articles, littering is not just
unsightly but can be harmful in many different ways, which in
turn affects our ecosystem. It might seem rather trivial right
now when we look at the wider picture but it is a start and
does play an important
part in taking better care
of our planet that we all
share.
This pandemic has
stopped us in our tracks,
let us pause, reflect and
reset our trajectory, not
just for ourselves but for
our future generations.
Why not reimagine the
world we want and let’s
make it happen.

Churches Round-up
By June Gooch

The lockdown continues, but the life of the churches also
continues, with internet worship, becoming a regular part of
our routines. Many churches are running their meetings and
worship via the internet, and becoming good at coordinating
lots of different people taking part, from their own homes.
Zoom also enables events to be interactive, and people are
keeping in touch and chattering via WhatsApp groups, other
social media, as well as the traditional phone conversations.
In many ways, the Christian message, and support and
encouragement from the church, might be reaching many
more people, who can access simply by clicking a link.

We have just experienced a funeral done remotely. We all
listened in to a service at exactly the same time, as it was
happening at the Crematorium, and enjoyed listened to the
chosen music via a link. It was very blessed and inspiring.

with technology, in ways we never imagined before. It is
interesting to try and imagine how we would have coped
with this crisis 30 years ago, when IT was in its infancy?
Many churches have previously recorded their regular
Sunday services on the internet, perhaps it will become
more the rule than the exception.
The foodbanks continue at Romney Marsh Community
Church on Tuesdays from 5.30-7pm, and Lydd in the hardy
Hall, on Fridays from 6.30-7.30pm. If you need help feeding
your family, ring 01797 366855 in NR and 01797 320345 in
Lydd. Donations always welcome. You can drop your
contribution in immediately before the food bank in each
case, or in the bins in the supermarkets. If you are feeling
low, or feel you cannot cope with problems, the churches
may be able to help, ring the above numbers.
“Be strong and courageous, for the Lord your God is with
you, wherever you go” Joshua, 1, v9. (God’s encouragement
to Joshua, when he took over the leadership of the Israelites
from Moses.)

Even if your church isn’t running anything themselves, you
Church Chuckle.
can access worship, talks etc from the HQ type broadcasts.
And there are many Christian items, put on social media and A little boy went to church with his grandma.
other platforms by Christian groups and bodies.
During the prayers she knelt down on a kneeler. The little
They say “Necessity is the mother of invention” and it is
boy did the same and whispered, “who are we hiding from
certainly true. Some Christian organisations and leaders
grandma?”
have begun to wonder whether life will never quite be the
same again in church life (as in all other aspects of life).
Circumstances have forced churches to get more familiar

Budgeting Tips

Eric Brown

(or how to make your pennies work harder!)
Keeping Children Busy. One of the big issues at the moment
for parents, is keeping the children busy and happy, and trying to
“home school” them. Especially hard if you haven’t got a garden,
or outdoor space.
There are many programmes and schemes online, but some of
them are quite expensive, and involve you in monthly instalments
etc. If money is tight, it is possible to use your own resources,
and get as much satisfaction from using up stuff you have in the
house anyway! When our kids were small, home made things
always were as successful of shop bought stuff. Our boys would
spend hours in the garden making dens from old curtains draped
across bushes, and daddy had made action man sized cookers
and cupboards for field kitchens. We once had a new lawnmower
which came in a massive cardboard box. We turned it into a
playhouse, cutting out doors and windows, and they played with
it until it fell apart. In the days of traditional wooden clothes
horses, they were a ready make tent, when turned on their side,
with a sheet thrown over it. Eventually I made a fitted one, which
they loved.

were stable enough to take a chunky paintbrush. They just fitted
into the rack of the easels, and couldn’t be spilled. Unfortunately
they changed the shape of fairy liquid bottles! All cardboard and
rolls (not toilet roll middles) can be saved and was ideal for junk
modelling, and cut out projects. Saved coloured envelopes can
be cut up and made into pictures. If you are short of paper, use
anything with one clear side, children don’t mind, and it is an
economical way of keeping them in drawing paper.(we still do,
when we are printing out something, just for our own benefit)
Most people have a box or tin of coloured pencils, wax crayons
and felt tips, and some glue.
A good idea to occupy an hour is a scavenger hunt in the garden,
or indoors. The outdoor one could list everything you are likely to
find in your garden. The indoor one can be about anything,
starting with counting doors to outside, windows, sinks, rooms,
colours of furnishings, anything. You can make all activities with
children, into a maths lesson, without them realising, counting
things, dividing things up fairly, setting the table, with the right
number of knives and forks etc.
Dressing up was great fun too, and purpose created outfits were
rarer, unlike nowadays, perhaps just a cowboy or a nurse outfit.
So whenever you needed an outfit, whether for an event, or just
for kids to play, you muckled something up, or sewed it yourself.
Got a skirt or top, you never really liked- turn it into a dress-up
outfit with a minimum of sewing, by hand if you haven’t a
machine.

So don’t be overwhelmed into thinking that you can’t do home
schooling properly, because you can’t afford expensive schemes,
and fancy craft materials, and are made to feel inadequate by the
all the elaborate stuff on social media. (In fact, I would ration
social media, it can knock your confidence, bombarding you all
There probably isn’t a toddler alive who hasn’t had fun, draping
the time with other people’s cleverness) You will be surprised
an old cloth across two chairs, or over a table to make a den.
how much you can find at home. Remember to save your
The same with craft. When playgroups were in their infancy in
cardboard, rolls, and all the stuff that “could come in useful” for
the 1970’s they were run on a shoestring, and everyone had
children to play with. Some general stores that also sell food are
great fun. In the early days of computers, they seemed to print on open, if you are running out of glue or Sellotape they might be
a concertina of joined paper, with a serrated tear, each piece
able to help.
about C3 size. Two of them were perfect for painting on. Don’t
know where it came from, but there was a limitless supply.
And of course, take the time to read to your children, and listen
to them reading to you.
Poster paint gave hours of fun, and the containers were round
fairy liquid bottles; you cut them in half, and pushed the upturned Keep safe and well.
top half into the bottom half, after filling it with diluted paint. They

June
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Make
woolen
Make
Woollen
birdsbirds
Inintime
for spring
time
for Spring
What you will need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Wool in 3-4 different colours
Scissor,
Card,
Ruler,
Craft glue,
Craft wire,
Pliers,
Beads – 2 black, or
something similar, medium size for eyes
thread.

Cut 3 pieces of card 4-5cm
wide. Two cards should be
9cm long and the last one
12cm long. Thee measurements will vary depending
on the size of the bird. 12cm
dark colour 9 light colour
and 9cm mixed colour.

Wrap the different colours
around the long side of the
card (lenghthwise) keep
wrapping until they are thick
enough approx. 1cm thick
on each side of the card.

These cute little bird are so easy to make
dle and tie with a piece of
wool. This will look like a T.

Now fold the light coloured
shorter wool together and
tie at the top you will now
have two bunches of wool
forming an L shape both
tied at the top. Trip the edges to make them level.

Look out for
song birds
Fold all the wool together
around the crumpled paper so that it is covered and
bunch together at the base.

Take a small piece of wool
tie all the wool together
tightly.
Hold the wool and then cut
one side. You will have a
bunch of wool strands. Tie
only ONE of the 9cm wool
bunches in the middle.

Take the dark coloured
12cm long yard and place
on a flat surface horizontally. Take the untied remaining wool and place this in
the middle of the 12cm
wool to make a cross.

Now fold the 12cm wood
over the wool in the midPage 18

Now take the mixed coloured wool and place under
the two tied pieces of wool

Take a small piece of paper approx. A5. Crumple
the piece of paper and
squeeze this will determine
the size of the birds body.

Many of the birds seen in
Britain’s urban gardens
can be spotted all year
round, but their activity
changes with the arrival
of warmer weather.
The dawn chorus

Make a small cone shape
from coloured card to form
the beak, make wire legs (if
you have them or you could
use card or something else?
Two beads for the eyes,
or maybe card eyes if you
don’t have beads.
You can watch the video
on
https://coolcreativity.
com/ along with some other great ideas to make.

Place the rolled up paper
in the centre of the three
bunches of wool – against
the mixed wool.

As spring arrives, our gardens begin to transform.
With earlier sunrises and
warmer
temperatures,
birds
suddenly
seem
louder and livelier - you
may even spot a few
new faces.

Birds can be heard
throughout the year, but
on spring and early summer mornings they seem
to be louder and more
persistent.
European robins are present in Britain all year, but
their red breast stands
out more in winter. Males
and females are virtually
indistinguishable.
This birdsong is known
as the dawn chorus. It’s
generally produced by
male songbirds (passerines) that are looking for
a mate. Once they have
found one, they tend to
sing less, however songbirds also use their voices
to help them establish and
maintain their territory.
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Your Letters
Dear Looker,
I would just like to say a big "Well Done" following the
latest edition of The Looker! It was a great mix of really
useful information and interesting articles. I particularly
enjoyed reading the update from The Romney Marsh
Community Hub. Such a heart warming example of a
community pulling together in difficult and frightening
times.
Thank you also for the face mask template. I had been
talking to my Mum about doing something like this,
both as a project to help keep her busy, but also of
course, as a way of helping out those in the community
who may benefit from masks being made/donated. I
have given her the template, and will be ordering the
necessary fabrics etc in the next couple of days so that
she can get started.
Keep up the good work! Debbie White
Dear David,
We seem to have a major problem with migrants
slipping through the net, with the majority of the media
focussing (quite rightly) on the Covid Virus. But things
are starting to get out of control now. It was reported on
Meridian news that 1000 people have crossed the
Channel in the last 4 months alone.
I know the Looker has been all over this story for
several years, and as you put in your recent article, you
were accused of sensationalising the problem. Well it is
a very real issue, particularly around our local
coastline.
My husband and I were with you onboard the Queen
Victoria several years ago, when the ship was asked to
help with nearly 45 migrants, many of which were in the
water after their boat capsized off of the coast of Corfu.
What will it take for people to realise that this sort of
activity will not stop, unless we spread the message in
no uncertain terms, that the UK will not accept any
more of these migrants?
They are supposed to report in the first ‘safe country’
they arrive in. So, are you telling me that France,
Germany, Spain, Italy and Greece are not safe?
I was talking to a lifeboatman the other day, who told
me that last week the French Navy escorted a boat
almost to Dungeness point, where the lifeboat took
over the recovery of the migrants. When I asked why
the French would do this, apparently the migrants have
wised up and start threatening to jump into the water,
or slash the boats, to ensure they are able to continue
their journey without interference.
Our country will be under a huge economic strain in the
coming years and although this might cause some
complaints from your readers, charity begins at home!
Why should we have to put up with being the dumping
ground for Europe? It has been said that many of these
people are skilled and educated! Well if that is the
case, let them apply to come to our country as
legitimate citizens and apply for a work visa from the
country they first land in.
I have no problem with our Government putting money
into a ‘migrant European fund’ but we just cannot cope
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with the expected 5000 more uninvited visitors that are anticipated
over the next 8 months.
And finally, has anyone ever thought about the risk to our emergency
services, who, let’s face it, should be self-isolating! The cost of each
of these rescue missions, with helicopters, lifeboats, coastguards
police and paramedics, before they even get as far as the hundreds
of Border Force officials, is staggering.
I know that some of your more liberal readers will no doubt be vocal
in their disagreement , but someone has to step up and say it.
Yours
Stella Mullen
Dear Looker
During our period of "House Arrest" or that is what it seems like and I
am not disagreeing with the policy of lockdown. What this has shown
to me, is how the local Community has rallied round and shown the
willingness to help one's fellow Citizens, many of whom we have
never met.
Hythe Town Council Officer's are no exception, or for that matter the
District Council, Age U.K. and the other Organisations who have
pooled there resources, to help the needs of other's.
The local Health Centre's, have been put under enormous pressure
and strain, to provide a service and it shows, not only dedication, but
commitment' to help and subsequently a very hard pressed service.
The Pharmaceutical Profession, are again providing a first class
service and supplying their Patients with the Medication they require.
Having a weekly bulletin update, from the Chief Executive of our
"East Kent University Hospitals Foundation NHS Trust, one realises
how close the "Front line" is in the fight to combat CODID 19. The
loss of dedicated Hospital Staff to this disease, hits home, knowing
that the Staff, know the dangers they face, day in day out, until a
vaccine is found to help alleviate this pandemic.
On the Economic front, when the lockdown is gradually made easier,
our Hythe High Street needs support. As one has been ensconced in
our home's, money has not been spent on the pleasures of life.
Visiting our local Bistros, Wine Bar's, our favourite Pubs, so when we
are let lose to enjoy the pleasures of life, do so, but not only the
relaxing side of our newly found freedom, our High Street shops will
need our support. A few people may question this line of thought,
due to the fact that the Government, have given monies out to many
shops and local Council's have suspended the business rates, but
not all of local Businesses have been that lucky, so without going
into the why's and wherefores, the local Economy needs our help, to
reboot our High Street and as the saying goes "Use it or Loose it"
One of the joys of local shopping, is knowing that the keeper of the
establishment, knows their product, and can advise, other
organisations don't. l will leave that statement for you to work out .
Stay fit, well and out of trouble, although frustrating that lockdown is,
it is working so far"
Keep smiling,
Michael Lyons.

Charity launches new
telephone support service
for those experiencing
mental health crisis

offering face to face sessions and support groups as soon
as it is safe to do so.

The Folkestone Haven, run by charity Hestia, opened a
new evening and weekend telephone support service for
anyone over the age of 18 experiencing challenges with
their mental health on the 6th April 2020. This support line
includes specific support to adults across the Folkestone
and Hythe District who may be struggling with their mental
health during the current COVID-19 pandemic.The service
aims to reduce the number of people accessing A&E
departments and decrease pressure on other emergency
services, including the police and the ambulance service.
Callers will speak to a trained Recovery Worker, who will
offer a listening ear and mental health support.

“One in four of us will experience a mental health crisis in
our lifetime and we know that the outbreak of coronavirus is
creating a lot of anxiety for many. Now more than ever, it is
vital that we reach out to offer support to those who may be
struggling.

Hestia’s Director of Operations, Gayle Lowery-Jones
explained:

We expect that over the next few weeks we will see more
people needing support with their mental health as the
impact of self-isolation and changes to usual routines are
felt. Our new telephone service, will also offer support for
many who may be experiencing bereavement,
unemployment, financial difficulties or domestic abuse at
this very difficult time. When you are isolated, human
Funded by the NHS and a consortium of Kent based Trusts, contact is so important and having someone who can listen
and help to make sense of a situation is so important.”
include Roger De
Haan Charitable Trust,
The service operates every day of the week - Monday to
the Folkestone Haven
Friday: 18:00 - 23:00, and on weekends and bank holidays
will provide advice, support
between 12:00 - 23:00. Anyone wishing to get support, can
and hope for anyone feeling
do so by calling the following freephone number:
overwhelmed, stressed,
anxious.
0808 1963 569
Due to the outbreak of
COVID-19, the Folkestone
People can also email us at Folkestone.Haven@hestia.org
Haven service is opening
or contact us through our facebook page on
in phases and will initially
@HestiaFolkestoneHaven to arrange a call back from a
offer a telephone service.
Recovery Worker
The Haven will transition to

Dear Looker
I would like to say a big thank you to Neil and Stella at the Beachside
Stores here in St. Mary's Bay for their help in keeping us going with
groceries and everyday consumables which my wife and I required.
It is never too much trouble and despite the troubled times, they
always appear pleasant and ready with a good word no matter how
many times I call. They are always helpful and are a good asset to
the community.
Councillor Graham Comber
St. Mary-In-The-Marsh Parish Council.
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Romney Marsh from the air

Lockdown but not down…

A look at the Romney Marsh from a different perspective. Photos from John Wimble & John Harmer

By David Cowell
The Chichester Memorial
Hall has sat, like a doting
matriarch, on Sandgate’s
High Street since the
beginning of the 20th
century when the building
was constructed in memory
of Elizabeth Mary (pictured
in 1860), known
affectionately as Lilla, the
Countess of Chichester,
widow of the Walter John
Pelham, the 4th Earl, a
British Liberal politician. She
died on 7th December 1911
at the age of 74 at Enbrook.
Her support and generosity
to the village during her lifetime, prompted the residents to
raise the necessary money to have the Hall built to celebrate
her life and act as a lasting memorial. The building replaced a
food shop and bakery.

including a new kitchen, new
toilet facilities, redecoration of
the main hall and stairwell.
The funding of this comes
from various sources
including the Roger De Haan
Trust, whose generosity is
acknowledged and others
whose decisions are still
awaited. A third of the money,
it is a £50,000 project, comes
from the Hall’s own funds
raised through the hires and
the Sandgate Farmers Market
and acknowledgement has to
be given to the people of
Sandgate and its
neighbourhood who support
the Hall so generously.
Also the many volunteers who give of their time freely to
manage the Market that takes place on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays each month.

The funds raised allowed a modest, utilitarian structure to be
built with, perhaps, its finest feature being the warm,
welcoming terracotta columns that support the triangular peak
pediment that bears the Hall’s name at the front door. A small
sweeping curved brick wall topped with coping stones and
with a hand rail either side of three steps allows easy access
to the building.

Top: The Royal Military Canal at Appledore. 28 miles long and completed in 1809, this is one of the
15 road bridges over the canal. The canal was dug entirely by hand, using picks and shovels and the
soil was carried away in wheelbarrows. Once the canal was dug it was lined with clay.
Bottom: Botolph’s Bridge Inn at West Hythe. The watercourse shown leads from the Royal Military
Canal to the sluice gates at The Redoubt and then out to the sea.

In 1913 a large clock that originally adorned the Gough Coffee
Tavern and Soldiers’ Institute nearby, named after John
Bartholomew Gough (b.1817) was placed at the front. He was
a local boy who emigrated to the USA, became a reformed
alcoholic and a world famous temperance orator. The
Freemasons’ Hall and an antique shop now occupy the site.
Situated on the first floor, the main Hall accommodates many
regular hires including table tennis (three sessions a week),
pilates (two sessions a week), art groups, Tamalpa, short mat
bowls and Tai Chi as well as children’s parties, business
meetings and ad hoc musical events.
All these hires have of course been suspended for the
duration of the Coronavirus lockdown but the time is being
spent progressing the Hall’s adventurous refurbishment
programme called 20:20 Vision. This comprises ten or so jobs
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During the lockdown the needs of local people have been met
bycreating the Market on-line with stall holders providing
home deliveries. Details can be found at:
chichesterhall.co.uk/sandgate-farmers-market/The Hall has
charitable status and is managed by an Executive Officer who
answers to a Board of Trustees who decide the strategic
direction the Hall will adopt to ensure this significant building
will be here for many centuries to come, providing the area
with its distinctive village hall. Enquiries for hires can be made
to david@chichesterhall.co.uk and more information can be
found at chichesterhall.co.uk.

Would you like to tell us
what is going on in your
community?
Email: info@thelooker.co.uk
Page 23

Notes from a parallel
universe…
By Kim Gandy
We’re into the fifth week of
lockdown already and the whole
thing is starting to resemble a
bad sci-fi movie, as social media
conspiracy theorists continue to
obsess about 5G masts emitting
Covid-19. The Facebook and
Twitter barmpots are having a field
day. Pip pip, my old man’s a
mushroom, as Blackadder would say!
Bedtime and getting up, mealtimes and routine tasks have all
gone to pot as each day merges seamlessly into the next, so I
now have to consult the calendar to see what day it is.
This has now become a source of huge chagrin, as I gaze
wistfully upon all the appointments, events and social
gatherings that have now come and gone, without even having
occurred.
And now the weekly schedule is marked only by putting out
the bins – oh the sheer excitement!
Even the cats stare lugubriously from the churchyard wall, as I
hurry past the now-locked Church door (I still don’t get why
even our vicar is not allowed to enter the building, by order of
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York). However, the herons
don’t care, as they soar effortlessly above the Church tower.
Anyway, feeling adventurous last Wednesday, I decided to
drive from Lydd to Hythe for a change of scenery – to shop at
Aldi, which always has a huge selection of good fruit and veg
and also the thrill of the centre aisles which are always laden
with tempting goodies that I don’t need but nevertheless, in
the trolley they go – usually for the grandkids, whom I haven’t
seen in weeks.
On returning to the car park, I had an absurd moment; the
thought crossed my mind that my car wasn’t two metres away
from its neighbours. Totally surreal… get a grip!
Back indoors I finally pluck up courage to do my own nails
with a kit I ordered from Amazon, with interesting results. I
almost managed to glue my fingernails together at one point
and got into a panic with an acrylic blob that solidified on the
brush, which, after a few choice expletives, I managed to
separate with an orange stick.
After my initial excitement at imagining how much money I
could save doing it myself, I finally put on the finishing touch
of sparkly but rather old and gunky nail polish and sat back to
congratulate myself, until I noticed the tell-tale blibs and blobs.
No, a nail technician I definitely am not!
I always do my own roots, so I managed to do that as usual,
with help from himself, who always does the back for me. The
colour came out nice – but as my hair hasn’t seen a pair of
scissors since January, STILL the Worzel Gummidge look,
sticking out all over the place. So, I get a pair of dressmaking
scissors to try and tidy it up. Bad move! Now it looks uneven
unless I walk about with my head sideways!
Talking of uneven heads, himself recently shaved off the
vintage designer stubble but then decided to go a bit further
and give himself a home haircut, which very nearly became a
full-on Yul Brynner until our neighbour – and DIY expert, Steve,
rescued the situation. I have to say it looks quite professional,

although there is now more hair on his chin, so it looks like he’s
got his head on upside-down.
So having re-styled ourselves – on the top half at least – we
now have to get to work on losing the spare tyres we have
acquired from comfort eating, in my case, Jelly Babies, which I
have developed a sudden passion for – and in his case,
copious quantities of Digestive biscuits, which he can wolf
down with effortless ease!
Chocolate made a brief reappearance at Easter, but we’ve
managed to get that under control. It’s the TIMING of meals
that is presenting a problem because of our now screwed-up
body clocks. However, we have joined Slimming World’s slimat-home scheme which consists of meetings by Zoom with
Sue and The New Romney slimmers – and weighing ourselves.
So, we’ve ordered some new digital scales because, although
our old-fashioned bathroom ones read the same weight every
time we get on them, holes in belts don’t lie, so cheating is not
an option!
Oh well, another week, another new phrase to look forward to.
So far, we’ve got: “social distancing”, “two-metre rule”, “selfisolation”, “Covidiot”, and “Coronials” – the name that will be
attributed to babies conceived during the lockdown. Poor little
mites!

Arson and Threats To
Damage Property – Hythe
Man Charged.

Society Brings Chocolates To
Elderly And Wants To Do More

By Jan Holben
Police Officers were called to an emergency medical
incident shortly before 2am on Saturday 21st March,
in Canterbury Road – and whilst they attended the
medical emergency their car was set alight.
Barry Plaister of Downs Road, Folkestone was
arrested and charged with arson. Plaister, allegedly,
also threatened to fire
bomb a police station
–
so his charges
included making
threats to damage
property.
The fire caused
significant damage to
the rear of the car
which was so badly damaged that it was a write off.
Plaister appeared before the Medway Magistrates
Court on Wednesday 29th April and was remanded in
custody to appear before Canterbury Crown Court n
Monday 1st June.

The Sandgate Society has always played an important part in
Sandgates community life, based in the Old Fire Station,
volunteers created a comprehensive archive full of pictures
and information about life in Sandgate through the years. In
addition to this each Saturday morning the Old Fire Station is
open to visitors who can pop in for a chat with other local
people whilst sharing in coffee and cake – although the Old
Fire Station is, of course, now closed for the duration of
Lockdown.
Although Lockdown has
stopped many Society social
events and activities – it
nevertheless has not stopped
the volunteers from supporting
many local efforts to get us all,
including and especially,
vulnerable local people through
this trying time – when a small
kind gesture can make all the
difference.
With this in mind Society
Treasurer Andrew Lawley, on
behalf of the Society, delivered
a box of chocolates to all the
residents of Homevale House
retirement housing, in the High
Street. The chocolates were very welcome and many
Homevale House residents sent notes of thanks. The next
chocolate delivery will be for the carers and residents of Well
House who are sure to appreciate the kind gesture too.
The Society also assisted The Dog House (High Street coffee
shop and bistro) to set up their hot food delivery service, which
served up to 58 lunches in recent days – this ensures
vulnerable local people are getting one hot meal at least.
The Society want to do even more – and are asking members
and local people to keep an eye open for neighbours or
acquaintances who may need help but may not feel able to
ask for themselves – to let the Society know because if they
can help they will do.
Meanwhile whilst Society events and regular monthly talks are
suspended – some Society volunteers, including Rosie
Sanders and Guy Valentine-Neale, are working on a number
of time consuming but worthwhile heritage matters concerning
Grade 11 listed buildings – and of course the website is being
re-vamped to make it easier to navigate.

101 ways with tinned fruit. I can only
think of 6 at a push. But I am not a
cook and fiddling around with fruit,
tinned or otherwise, does not excite
me. If I can get the can opener to work
and I don't spill the juice, I'm happy.
But needs must in these difficult times.
We're not actually on rations and don't
have to use powdered egg which would be very
challenging indeed.
So, another week at home. Forgotten how many it is now
but it is interesting how jobs expand to fill the time
available. And how we can procrastinate thinking we have
till eternity to paint the fence and tidy the spare room.
And there's the problem of masks. Do I or don't I covered
my face in something that may be needed for front line
staff. Or of course there is the bandana option. Now here's
an opportunity to accessorize . Shall I choose a scarf from
my selection. I happen to have a couple of very tres posh
Liberty silk scarves that I inherited from my mother when
she became bedridden. I wonder if silk is a better bug
barrier than cotton. I do feel sure that Mr P has a point
when he says a mask would suit me…
Now I must go and concoct something for his supper. I
have in mind tinned peaches....
lightly stewed with sardines and wrapped in filo pastry….
He should enjoy that.
But not as much as I shall watching him…
I may even get another scarf…
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by Jan Holben

Your
friendly
local
print
supplier
Whatever your requirementswe can help:
BusinessCards,Stationery, Banners, Posters, Flyers, Leaflets,
Calendars, Brochures, Magazines …absolutely anything

We take care of print, youtake care of business

01797 329012 /07535 328717
hugh@amberprintservices.co.uk
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across Britain were on standby to start celebrating the
end of the war.

VE Day 1945
by David Wimble

The announcement that the war had ended in Europe
was broadcast to the British people over the radio late
in the day on 7 May. The BBC interrupted its scheduled
programming with a news flash announcing that Victory
in Europe Day would be a national holiday, to take place
the following day. Newspapers ran the headlines as
soon as they could, and special editions were printed to
carry the long-awaited announcement. The news that
the war was over in Europe soon spread like wildfire
across the world.

With a bank holiday next Friday, the people of our
District would have been celebrating 75 Years since the
end of the Second World War (in Europe) with events
put on hold, until the end of the Covid-19 outbreak,
The Looker thought we would have a look back on the
events in early May 1945.
May 8th 1945 was the date the Allies celebrated the
defeat of Nazi Germany and the end of Adolf Hitlerʼs
Reich, formally recognising the end of the Second
World War in Europe. This became known as VE
(Victory in Europe) Day.
The Allies had begun to overrun Germany from the
west during April as Russian forces advanced from the
east. On 25th April 1945, Allied and Soviet forces met
at the Elbe River, the German Army was all but
destroyed.
With Berlin surrounded, Adolf Hitler committed suicide
on 30 April 1945. His named successor was Grand
Admiral Karl Dönitz. During his brief spell as
Germanyʼs president, Dönitz negotiated an end to the
war with the Allies – whilst seeking to save as many
Germans as possible from falling into Soviet hands.
A German delegation arrived at the headquarters of
British Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery at Lüneburg
Heath, east of Hamburg, on 4 May. There, Montgomery
accepted the unconditional surrender of German forces
in the Netherlands, northwest Germany and Denmark.
On 7 May at 2:41 a.m. on 7th May, General Jodl signed
the unconditional surrender of German forces, which
was to take effect from 8th May at 11:01 p.m.
at his headquarters in Reims, France, Supreme Allied
Commander General Eisenhower accepted the
unconditional surrender of all German forces. The
document of surrender was signed on behalf of
Germany by General Alfred Jodl and came into effect
the following day.

million people celebrated Victory in Europe (VE) Day.
Crowds massed in Trafalgar Square and up the Mall to
Buckingham Palace, where King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth, accompanied by the Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, appeared on the balcony of the Palace to
cheering crowds. The VE Day celebrations continued
well into the night. The largest crowds in Britain were
in the capital, but people all around the country took
part in the parties, singing and dancing. Many bonfires
and fireworks were lit to mark the occasion.
An estimated 50,000 people were crowded around
Piccadilly Circus by midnight. The joy of the day broke
down normal social conventions, and people spoke to
and embraced those whom they had never met before.
Music was provided by gramophones, accordions and
barrel organs, and revellers sang and danced to the
popular tunes of the day. Licensing hours were
extended so that people could toast the end of the war
with a drink (or two), and dance halls stayed open until
midnight.

Soviet leader Josef Stalin wanted his own ceremony. At
Berlin on 8 May, therefore, a further document was
signed – this time by German Field Marshal William
Keitel. Dönitzʼs plan was partially successful and
millions of German soldiers surrendered to Allied
forces, thereby escaping Soviet capture.

Many people in Britain didn't wait for the official day of
celebration and began the festivities as soon as they
heard the news on 7 May. After years of wartime
restrictions and dangers – from food and clothes
rationing to blackouts and bombing raids – it was
understandable how eager they were to finally be able
to let loose and enjoy themselves. Colourful bunting
and flags soon lined the streets of villages, towns and
cities across Britain. On the eve of VE Day, bonfires
were lit, people danced and the pubs were full of
revellers.
A national holiday was declared in Britain for 8 May
1945. In the morning, Churchill had gained assurances
from the Ministry of Food that there were enough beer
supplies in the capital and the Board of Trade
announced that people could purchase red, white and
blue bunting without using ration coupons. There were
even commemorative items hastily produced in time for
the celebrations, including ʻVE Dayʼ mugs. Some
restaurants had special ʻvictoryʼ menus, too.
Various events were organised to mark the occasion,
including parades, thanksgiving services and street
parties. Communities came together to share the
moment. Londonʼs St Paulʼs Cathedral held ten
consecutive services giving thanks for peace, each one
attended by thousands of people. Due to the time
difference, VE Day in New Zealand was officially held on
9 May. The countryʼs leadership wanted to delay the
national holiday until peace in Europe had been
announced by Winston Churchill. New Zealanders
therefore had to go to work on 8 May and wait until the
following day to celebrate. In the Soviet Union, too, VE
Day was on 9 May due to the different time zones.

After six years and millions of lives lost, the Nazi
scourge was crushed and the war in Europe was finally
over.

Winston Churchill was the man of the hour on VE Day.
Britainʼs Prime Minister had been a major driving force
behind the Alliesʼ victory over Nazi Germany and, now
that peace had come, the British people were keen to
celebrate it with him.

It was on this date that great celebrations took place
across Europe and North America: in London over a

At 3pm on VE Day, Churchill made a national radio
broadcast. In it, he announced the welcome news that
Amongst those crowds Princess Elizabeth (the future
Queen Elizabeth II) and her sister, Princess Margaret
blended anonymously, apparently enjoying the
celebrations for themselves first hand.
In the United States, President Harry Truman, who
celebrated his 61st birthday that same day, dedicated
the victory to his predecessor, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
who had died less than a month earlier on 12th April.
The Allies had originally agreed to mark 9th May 1945
as VE day, but eager western journalists broke the
news of Germanyʼs surrender prematurely, thus
signalling the earlier celebration. The Soviets kept to
the agreed date, and Russia still commemorates the
end of the Second World War, known in Russia as the
Great Patriotic War, as Victory Day on 9th May.
The news of Germanyʼs surrender was not surprising.
It had been anticipated for some time and people
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the war had ended in Europe – but he included a note of
caution, saying: ʻWe may allow ourselves a brief period
of rejoicing; but let us not forget for a moment the toil
and efforts that lie ahead.ʼ He knew that the war was
not over: Japan still had to be defeated. Later on,
Churchill appeared on the balcony of the Ministry of
Health building in central London and gave an
impromptu speech. Huge, cheering crowds gathered
below and he declared, 'This is your victory.' The crowd
shouted back, 'No – it's yours!' Despite Churchillʼs
crucial wartime role, the British public did not vote him
back into power in the July 1945 General Election.
Instead, Clement Attleeʼs Labour government had
control of the country in the immediate post-war years.
For Churchill, nothing would match his period as
wartime prime minister – he later wrote that everything
afterwards was 'all anti-climax'.
The British Royal Family also played a central role in
London's victory celebrations. Huge numbers of people
surged down The Mall to Buckingham Palace, where
King George VI, Queen Elizabeth and their daughters,
Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret, soon
appeared on the balcony to wave to the cheering
crowds.
In total, the King and Queen made eight appearances
on the balcony, and at one point were joined by
Winston Churchill. While the King and Queen were
waving to the crowds for the last time that evening,
their daughters were secretly mingling with the jubilant
crowds below them. The future monarch, Princess
Elizabeth, and her sister Margaret had been allowed to
leave the palace and take part – anonymously – in the
party-like atmosphere. Princess Elizabeth later recalled,
'We stood outside and shouted, "We want the King"… I
think it was one of the most memorable nights of my
life.'
King George VI, like Churchill, also gave a radio
address. In it, he praised his subjects' endurance and
called for a lasting peace. He also paid tribute to those
who could not join in the celebrations, saying: ʻLet us
remember those who will not come back…let us
remember the men in all the services, and the women in
all the services, who have laid down their lives. We have
come to the end of our tribulation and they are not with
us at the moment of our rejoicing.ʼ

The Looker would like to know
how you commemorated VE Day
Please send your pictures to:
Info@thelooker.co.uk

Page 27

The hair of the dog…

Cutting your pets hair is enough to turn you to drink!

By David Wimble
With the cry of 'Oh No! look at the absolute state of this dog' —
the pet owners struggling with DIY grooming
After her dodgy home hair cut, Coco the dog is only taking nighttime walks to avoid embarrassment, says her owner, Just as the
nation has turned to home haircuts and created bowl-haired
children, uneven fringes and accidental mullets, it has also had
to groom its own pets.
While grooming
parlours have not
been deemed an
essential service,
they probably
should be – simply
for the sake of
some of the animals
which have had to
endure the most
embarrassing
haircuts of their
lives.
Helen Grant shared a photo with the Looker of her family dog
Coco after her mother decided it was time for a groom.
“She’s now only taking night-time walks,” she says, given the
“absolute state” of her. It’s clear from her very uneven fur why
Coco may want to avoid bumping into her friends on a walk.
Taryn Kail says she realised when she trimmed her dog
Chewbecky’s fur that it was harder than it looked. “The ordinary
groomer can rest assured,” she tells The Looker, “that we’ll be
first in line when they start grooming again.”
And the Radio 2 presenter Sara Cox said on her show last week
that she and her daughter had left one of their dogs looking
rather odd.
But dogs aren’t the only animals having a rough time on the
beauty front. Mira Kafantaris tried trimming her beautiful fluffy
long-haired cat Lily, and it did not go well. “I’ve given my cat
quick trims here and there,” she says, “but never on this scale.
Her fur was matted and overgrown, so a groom was in order. I
had already shorn both my hair and my husband’s, so moving to
the pets was an easy
transition.
The dog was shorn first, and
then Lily the cat, who was
extremely cross and peed on
me in protest. It was much
harder than it looks. I believe
in expertise and I can’t wait
for her to be professionally
groomed when the risk of
Covid-19 subsides.”
Yet for all the pet owners who
have not mastered the art of
home-grooming, there are
some who have taken to it
like a pro. Amber Moran takes

her dog Pippa to a groomer six times a year and had never
attempted to do it herself before the pandemic, but as the fur
got longer, it was high time for a trim.
“My mum borrowed my sister’s dog-clipping kit and we
watched a couple of YouTube videos,” she says. When the
“daunting” part came for them to do it themselves they put a
bath mat on the dining room table so that Pippa wouldn’t
slip. At first we really tentatively used the clippers, but after a
while it got easier. Luckily we found our dog was fairly well
mannered and stood there while we clipped her. There were
a few trickier parts, such as around the face area and
clipping the claws, but we found that with a few treats to
persuade them, we just about managed to do it.”
The Blue Cross animal charity warns that “professional
groomers have had months of training and their job is not as
easy as some people think it looks. Unqualified DIY clipping
not only runs the risk of your dog coming out the other side
with an unintentionally extreme haircut, it can also result in
injury to you or your pet –
especially if you have a
particularly lively or
boisterous hound.”
Olivia Williams from
MyPetNeedsThat.com
advises that people should
do some research to find
out what their animal is
supposed to look like, so
that owners don’t begin
with a sheepdog and end
up with a poodle.
If using clippers, it’s best to
use the quietest ones
possible to avoid startling
the animal, giving lots of
praise while doing so. Work
slowly, being especially
careful at skin edges like the edges of the ears and armpits
and where the back legs meet the body. If the animal gets
skittish, try again when they’re relaxed. There are some
good online videos too. As with human haircuts you can
always go back in for anther trim, but you can’t put back
what you’ve taken off.
As poor Coco, now being walked under cover of darkness,
knows all too well

REMINDER ISSUED ABOUT
ESSENTIAL ROLE OF
COMMUNITY HUBS
As the number of calls received by the three community hubs based
in Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh reached 14,000 a reminder
has been issued about their purpose.
Set up in March and funded by Folkestone & Hythe District Council
together with charities, the hubs are working to help those who are
vulnerable and isolated with no family nearby to support them during
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Volunteers have given up their time and potentially put their own
health at risk to deliver essentials, such as food and medicines, but
the goodwill of the hub teams is being stretched by the potential
misuse of their generosity.
Examples of the misuse include a volunteer delivering a prescription
who found that the recipient had gone out for a drive. The contents
of a food delivery, in another instance, were rejected because the
items were not fully organic despite warnings that substitutions may
have to be made.

By Vince Shell
So still no cinema but there's lots to watch and if its action
you want then I've got a few suggestions:
Extraction - Cert 18 - Netflix.
When an imprisoned
drug lords son is
kidnapped in Mumbai by
a rival and whisked off to
Bangladesh. Black ops
mercenary Tyler Rake
(played by Chris
Hemsworth - Thor in
Avengers) and his team
are hired to 'extract'
Ovi jnr and return him to
Mumbai. Rake
successfully rescues Ovi
by killing his captors
which in turn leads to
drug lord Amir Asif
putting Dhaka on
lockdown. This leads to a
cat and mouse chase
and loads of soul
searching on Rake's
behalf as the body count
rises.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, Folkestone & Hythe District Council Cabinet
member for Communities said: “It is disappointing to hear about this
small minority of instances and we must repeat the advice that the
hubs are only for those who really need help. What this wonderful
team of volunteers is providing is amazing but it must be
remembered that it is for those who have no-one else to turn to.
Their friends may be elderly or isolating themselves and not able to
help and family members may live too far away. I have read many of
the messages in the thank you notes and cards which have been
sent and have been deeply touched that together with the charities
and voluntary organisations we have been able to provide a lifeline
for so many people.”
The local hubs are open seven days a week. Due to the number of
applications received volunteer recruitment is currently paused but
this will be continuously reviewed. The hubs cannot be visited but
can be contacted on:

Hythe Community Support Hub
run by AGE UK.
Contact them on: covid-19@ageukhl.org.uk
or 01303 269602
Folkestone Community Support Hub
run by Three Hills Sports Centre.
Contact them on: covid-19@3hsp.co.uk
or 01303 316186
Romney Marsh Community Support Hub
run by Romney Marsh Day Centre.
Contact them on: Covid-19@rmdc.org.uk
or 01797 208590
The council’s COVID-19 helpline is 01303 761116 (open from 9am to
5pm every day) or via email at Covid-19@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk .
Residents and businesses can find out about help and assistance
available to them both locally and get signposted to national support.
Residents can also feed back helpful information or concerns about
their community or individuals.
For the latest on COVID-19 related matters locally please visit
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/coronavirus

If you like a film with a
high body count, loads of twists and turns, betrayals and
chases then this is the film for you. The action is fast and
furious and the body count keeps ticking over and
Hemsworth is believable as the Black Ops Merc with a
heart.
Assault on Precinct 13 - Cert 18 - All 4
There are two versions of
this film but it's the 1976
John Carpenter original
that stands out.
Inspired by the 1959
western Rio Bravo and the
George A Romero Zombie
classic Night of the Living
Dead this is an
atmospheric thriller with a
stand-out soundtrack,
think Halloween, Escape
from New York.
The story starts with the
LAPD killing several
members of a South
Central gang Street
Thunder in an ambush.
The gang decide to take
revenge and after killing
an ice cream man and a
little girl one of the gang members is shot and killed by
the girl's Father. The remaining gang members chase the
man to a soon to close Police Precinct which is run by a
skeleton staff and Lt Ethan Bishop. Amongst their
numbers are three convicts a warden and three guards
who have had to make a detour due to one of the convicts
being ill. The gang quickly take out the majority of those in
the station and what follows is a siege while those inside
join forces to stay alive.
This is a very dark film low on action and big bangs but
full of atmosphere and suspense. If you've never seen this
film make sure you do.
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Marsh Memories
75 years ago, 1945 – the year
of Victory in Europe
The year started with very cold temperatures and heavy snow.
It was so cold that the sea off Greatstone had a layer of ice on it.
The end of the war was in sight, some local minefields were
cleared, blackout restrictions were lifted and street lighting was
restored. Tuesday 8th May 1945 was declared a national
holiday.
To commemorate the end of hostilities, air-raid sirens in New
Romney and Lydd sounded the ‘all clear’ and celebrations
locally began. Thanksgiving services were held in New Romney,
Dymchurch and Lydd and a dance was held at Lydd Camp.
Sports Days were held in New Romney, Dymchurch, Lydd and
St. Mary-in-the-Marsh. In New Romney, there was a party in the
Church Hall and Mr. Ashdown was there with his barrel organ
and there was also a Punch & Judy Show.
During the year, the celebrations included street parties and a
procession through New Romney. There were also local gettogethers to celebrate and there was a large bonfire built near
Sussex Road. Garages gave old tyres and residents collected
newspapers and old furniture and children collected wood from
Old Romney Lane and the Imbert family who lived in the road
made the guy.

The soldiers and Americans who were stationed at Littlestone
left the area and the houses that they had occupied remained
empty for some time until their owners returned. Also leaving
were The Newfoundland Regiment that had been stationed in
the old workhouse in Church Road, New Romney. Singleton’s
paper shop at Littlestone opened again after being boarded up
during the war. The sentry post on the railway bridge at
Littlestone was dismantled and residents could travel down The
Avenue without any restriction.
New Romney Primary School in Church Lane re-opened and the
Headmaster was Mr. Hitchcock with Mr. Tuck the deputy
Headmaster. Some local children starting at the school for the
first time included Michael Bowyer, Roy Clifton, Eva and Sheila
Coates, Pam Finn, Kathleen Imbert, Pauline King, Winston
Murkin, Joyce Pumphery, Margaret Savage and John Wimble.

School dinners were served in the Scouts Hut and the Church
Hall nearby and the air-raid shelters were still in the playground.
To celebrate the end of the war, a large 4-6-2 ‘Pacific’ locomotive
steamed into New Romney station. The loco was displayed
together with a RH&DR loco and it was floodlit after dark.
Unfortunately, the lights overpowered and burnt out the local
sub-station, plunging the town in darkness until after midnight.
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1945 saw a company formed by Stan Goodsell, George Palmer,
George Prior and Harold Wimble and called the New Romney
Bowls Club Limited. They had been playing on a rink in Church
Lane and the new site in Sussex Road was acquired. The New
Romney Baptist Church in North Street re-opened and a Victory
Thanksgiving Tea was held. The New Romney Football Club
also restarted but couldn’t use their Station Road ground
because it had been ploughed up during the
war. So for the first couple of years, they
played their home matches at Cockreed Lane,
close to where the Garden Centre was.
During the war, Littlestone Golf Club had been
requisitioned and a number of anti-aircraft
defence sites were deployed on the golf
course. By the end of the war, it was in pretty
bad shape and impossible to play golf on it.
Restoration began and the clubhouse reopened and green keepers Charles and Ted
Masey worked hard to open the course again.
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