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The two largest animal parks in
Kent have announced they are
re-opening from Monday, 15th

June. With the Covid-19
restrictions starting to ease,
some of Kent’s largest tourist
attractions start to prepare to re-
open. Over the past few weeks,
Folkestone’s Harbour Arm
allowed visitors to walk along
the iconic seafront in what is
rapidly becoming one of the
South East’s leading tourist
attractions.
One of the first venues to re-
open was Port Lympne
Reserve, near Hythe, which
opened their doors again last
Monday after closing in March
due to the coronavirus.
Concerns for wild animal parks
and zoos was recently
highlighted with questions asked
in Parliament as they have such

a high ongoing maintenance
and upkeep cost. It follows the
latest government advice that
zoos and animal parks can now
open, as more lockdown
restrictions across the country
are eased.
With demand to be able to take
the family out expected to be
high, bosses at the animal parks
say measures will still be put in
place to keep visitors, staff and
the animals safe. This includes
restricting the number of day
guests at each park until social
distancing measures are
relaxed further.
Tony Kelly , Managing Director
said: “We have planned how to
re-open meticulously taking into
account strict social distancing
measures to protect all visitors,
staff, and of course our animals.
are a charity whose reserves

are used to fund the breeding of
endangered species and
conservation efforts here and
overseas. It costs us £1.5m per
annum just to feed the animals
and reopening will ensure we
are able to care for our animals
and continue our rewilding and
conservation projects. Unlike
other zoos and animal parks
locally, and indeed public parks
and open spaces, we have

Tourist attractions to re-open
HRH The
Duke of
Cambridge
thanks local
care worker
Cathy Worman, Care Worker
at the New Romney based
Madeira Lodge Care Home,
received direct praise from
the Duke of Cambridge,
during a video call facilitated
by The Care Workers’
Charity to help him speak
directly and thank frontline
social care workers.

His Royal Highness held a
video call with care workers
from different parts of the
sector across England,
including those providing
care within people’s homes,
personal assistance, and
supported living services.
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ample space to house a large number of
visitors, and by limiting the numbers that
can attend we will manage the number on
site at any one time to ensure social
distancing is maintained."
Other new measures that the parks will
adopt include adding a one way system so
that people can walk around each park and
minimise contact and crossing points with
other visitors, closing play areas, adding
barriers to create safe distances to
vulnerable animals, card only payments
and encouraging people to buy pre-booked
tickets in advance.
This has been a very hard time for many
businesses across the district, with many
opening their doors for the first time in
twelve weeks. As The Looker was
preparing to go to print, many shop
workers could be seen cleaning and
preparing shops ready to re-open. The
question of how many customers would
come is still a big unknown.
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway
gets ready to re-open
Danny Martin from the Romney Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway told the Looker that
they hope to open up to the public on July
4th. He told us: “Many that work on and
support the railway, many as volunteers,
whom I have the honour to work alongside
have put their all into making it prosper and
ensure that it had a secure future. None of
us could, in our worse dreams, have
foreseen that prospect being threatened by
a virus. So what can be done?
Well firstly we are a major employer in the
local area and the government schemes
have been welcomed and utilised to
support them whilst the railway has been
forced to close. Indeed, the word “forced” I
use with care as we all had realised that
we must shut down to support the country

and to ensure the NHS could save the lives
of as many as possible. We were
particularly aware that some of our
supporters were vulnerable due to age or
heath considerations and people meeting
in significant numbers at our stations would
not help at all.
That said, as a tourist attraction we are
totally reliant on our visitors to provide the
funds to employ the people, run the trains
and maintain the unique and historic
locomotives that are the backbone of our
13.5 mile long railway. By this time of the
year (early June) we would expect to have
seen 40,000 visitors and for them to have
spent £0.5 million pound with us and we
estimate 4 times that in the local area.
More frightening in the months of June,
July and August we would expect another
80,000 visitors and £1million of revenue.
We have appealed for support through our
contacts and many have brought Virtual
Tickets and many more attended our
Virtual Steam and Diesel Gala and paid for
Virtual Food, Coal and Timetables. Others
have continued to buy from our on-line
shop and even more have used the
Amazon Wishlist arrangement to send us
supplies that will help to maintain the
engines and equip the staff once we can
resume operations. All of these have been
so very welcome and have encouraged us
in dark hours and the value approaches
£20,000. From the numbers it is clear that
more help is needed and our website offers
links in case you too can
help www.rhdr.org.uk
However, beyond that our greatest desire
is to get back safely to earn our living and
protect the railway we and all our
neighbours and friends love. It will not be a
quick process and it will not be without
heartache and effort. From previous

experience I know our people will rise to
the challenge.
Already our engineers have designed and
are ready to install clear screens between
compartments on our trains so that
individuals and family groups are
separated from other groups when on
board.
We will ask customers to book in advance
through our website (although this can be
just the day before if space is still
available) so that we can manage the
number of customers so that they have the
space to socially distance on platforms and
around the stations. Of course the trains
travel outside and through the fresh air of
Romney Marsh which is a plus. Our staff
are in the process of being trained to take
care of themselves and to support the
good practices that we shall expect our
customers to follow.
But the majority of trains will be powered
by coal, as they always have been, with
the smell of steam filling the air which is
such a unique feature of railways like ours.
The clickety clack of the wheels on the rails
will be as it always has been. And the
whistles will return.
First between New Romney and
Dungeness as we test and trial the service
and once we can see that the customers
are there in some numbers through their
pre-booking, extension to Hythe can be
contemplated. We will also be able to offer
a “hire your own train facility” for small
groups who are happy to pay a premium
and take their nearest and dearest along
with them but be apart from others and
these would be available to operate from
Hythe even earlier.
When will this be I hear you say. Well that
depends on the government permitting the
railway to re-open and all our preparations
being in place but to be sure we will shout
it loud and long once the green light is
given. If you would like to be amongst the
first to know please join our Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/RHandDR) or
head to www.rhdr.org.uk and scroll down
to ‘Join Our Community’.
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The Duke heard about the
measures that they have
taken to ensure that they can
continue to deliver care
throughout the coronavirus
outbreak, including by self-
isolating from their own
families. The participants
discussed the impact that
these measures have had
on their own mental
wellbeing, and the
crucial need to support
social care workers on
the frontline of the
coronavirus. His
Royal Highness also
heard about the
work that is being carried out by The Care Workers Charity
to help those across the social care sector.

During this call, The Duke
said:“If there’s hopefully
some positivity that
comes out of this
horrendous time, it is that
there’s a light shone on
all of the wonderful things
you all do and on the
social care sector, and it
allows people to
acknowledge, respect
and appreciate
everything that you are
doing.”

Adam Hutchison, managing director at Madeira Lodge Care
Home says: “Words cannot express what it meant to the
whole of our care team to be recognised for our work with
genuine interest and respect. We are very grateful to Duke
of Cambridge and I know it really made Cathy’s day, month
and year, to speak to the Duke face to face”

Editor’s Word

Well, I have never been busier! Since you read the
last copy of The Looker, I have agreed to move our
office and we will be based at 58 High Street, Hythe.
Not only will The Looker team be working out of one
office, but a little bit of Déjà Vu, as we will also be
opening our retro sweet shop there too. We are
based in the former flower shop LouLaBelles, which
is expanding its New Romney business.
The good news is I can now run both my
businesses, within one building as we also have
space for a radio studio in the adjoining office. I
hope the people of Hythe will enjoy this quirky new
business to their High Street and all the people that
state that they cannot get hold of a copy of The
Looker, can now pick them up from us. But they
might have to run the gauntlet of having to go past a
large selection of sweets on the way!
So that’s enough self-promotion. You will see in this
issue that lots of other businesses have either re-
opened or are preparing to re-open over the coming
weeks. The Looker hopes that you all remember to
shop local, as many of these businesses have gone
through a hard time over the past 3 months and I
fear it really will be a case of ‘use it or lose it’. So
please make a point of supporting local independent
businesses.
Another new feature for The Looker is we hope to
launch a new Looker ‘Loyalty card’ in the next
month. This will get you a variety of discounts from
local businesses across the district, covering
everything from coffee shops and restaurants, to
services. Although we obviously want to feature our
advertisers, we will be opening up the scheme to any
business within the district who wants to promote a
special service or promotion. Every month, we will
update our website with a list of Loyalty services and
deals available. The cards will go on sale from a
number of outlets across the district (and obviously
from our shop) and will cost £10 each and last until
December 31st, 2021. This is just one of the ways
we are hoping to help keep the paper free for the
district, as we move into a new era of the “New
Normal’.
We would also like to thank the businesses that
although do not advertise with us, do their best to
support us, by stocking the paper every two weeks.
The Bucket and Spade shop in Dymchurch have
even put donation pots on their counter and other
businesses are now asking for the collection pots
too, so again a HUGE thank you to everyone for
supporting The Looker.
Happy reading,
David and all The Looker team.

Care Worker, Cathy Worman

Maderia Lodge Care Home



The Looker moves back to the
High Street
‘Go Big or Go Home’ has always been the driving force for
Looker editor David Wimble, as he announced that the
District’s most popular free newspaper is set to open a new
office in a central High Street location at the heart of its
readership.
“For the last three years the paper has been run from my
home,” said David, “but we wanted to take the paper to the
next level and thought the best way to do that was to have a
High Street location again.”
The new office will be based in Hythe at 58 High Street,
(previously known as ‘Temptations’), and will also offer a
traditional sweet shop at the front of the shop which has now
been suitably re-named as the ‘Sweet Memories of Hythe’.
This is not the first time that The Looker and sweets have
been connected, having previously had a similar successful
presence in New Romney.

“This is a big deal for me,” said

David, “moving from

the comfort of my home to a more formal ce.

But we have weathered the Covid-19 storm and managed to
keep the paper going when others have folded.
“We want to be there for the community, and also promote all
the businesses which are re-opening. As for the sweets, for
me it’s a no brainer! Having run a sweet shop for a number of
years, it is a way of subsidising the building and also brings
us into contact with the people of Hythe and across the
district, which is a great way of finding out what’s going on.”
The shop and office will have a newsroom at the back with
members of The Looker team on hand along with the Looker
Print services, which will provide photo-copying and printing
services at favourable prices for the community”.
The shop will be open from the 20th of June and will be the
go-to place to pick up copies of The Looker, along with some
delicious sweets.
The shop will offer more than 200 brands of sweets, by
weight along with a large stock of ‘pre-bagged’ favourites to
go.

“We are doing our bit to promote a healthy and vibrant Hythe
High Street – the longest in the county [take that
Rochester!],” said David. “And we welcome people from the
Marsh and across the district to tell us their stories.

58 High St, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AT

01303 232575
33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk
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Sandgate flies
its Seaside
Award for 2020
Sandgate beach named as one of
country’s best beaches by
environmental charity Keep Britain
Tidy

In these uncertain times, it is good to have
some certainty and anyone visiting
Sandgate this summer can be sure that
they are visiting one of the country’s – and
the world’s – best beaches.

With the current travel restrictions and the
likelihood of foreign holidays being
cancelled, a day trip to a beach is likely to
be the highlight of most people’s summer.

Sandgate joins the country’s very best
beaches, from popular holiday spots to
quiet, more hidden-away spots. What
unites them all is knowing that they are
clean, safe and meet the highest
environmental standards, as well as the
tough international bathing water quality
standards.

Keep Britain Tidy’s Deputy Chief
Executive Richard McIlwain said: “The
success of Sandgate in reaching the very
high standards demanded is testament to
all those who have worked so hard to
protect and improve our beaches – from
beach managers and volunteers to local
people and businesses.

“When you enjoy a trip to a beach flying a
Seaside Award, you know you are on one
of the safest, cleanest and very best in the
country.

“This year, with the pressure on local
services created by COVID-19, we would
urge anyone visiting this fantastic beach
to help out by taking their rubbish home
with them and leaving the beach as they
found it

Cllr Tim Prater- Chairman of Sandgate
Parish Council said :

‘The last few months have been a trial for
everyone. However, our beach is a source
of delight and place of respite for many,
and it’s great to see it recognised not just
locally as a great place to be, but by this
national award too.

“It's the eighth year running that Sandgate
has won this award, and remains the only
beach in Folkestone and Hythe to have
done so.”

“Sandgate have received this award for
the last eight years not just due to the
quality of our beach, but also due to the
hard work of many people. they include
Marie and the team that keep it clean,
Councillors like Nabin Siwa and non-
Councillors working as a team, and the
Parish Council making sure the key
facilities are in place: it just wouldn't
happen without all of them. It's something
our village can be rightly proud of."

www.hythesweets.co.uk
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Boost To Cycling
And Walking
by Jan Holben

Included in the financial package recently
announced by Government was a
significant amount of £70 million to be
given to councils to help restart local
economies and make roads safer for
pedestrians and cyclists.
This news was welcomed by Kent Council
Council which was awarded just over £8
million by the Department for Transport to
invest in walking and cycling which would
promote the positive effects of safe and
sustainable active travel. The first found of
funding is £1.6 million, with the remainder
subject to agreement.
Kent County Council Cabinet Member for
Highways and Transport Michael Payne
said: ÒI very much welcome this funding

and we can now get started on planning
some short, medium, and longer-term
schemes for those walking and cycling.
Since lockdown on March 23, Kent
Highways has recorded a 300% increase
in the number of people cycling and a
recent survey of people across the county
found 63% supported the idea of more
cycle lanes.
Mr Payne added: “I want to
develop ideas and
improvements that not only
give some quick wins, but
to also learn and
experiment so that we can
lock-in the longer-term
benefits from a programme
of improvements across
the county.”

Some schemes KCC will
be look at will include:

widening some existing cycle lanes,
encouraging walking and cycling to school,
reduction of some speed limits to 20mph,
introducing pedestrian and cycle zones,
providing additional cycle parking facilities
outside stations and in high streets,
changes to junction designs to
accommodate cyclist and more.
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Telephone:
0800032 2699
T:01797 342196
M: 07928534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN299RN
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COMMUNITY TURNS OUT
IN FORCE TO SUPPORT
COVID-HIT PELHAM
HOUSE
At the tenth – and probably last – formal ‘Clap for Carers’ on
Thursday evening, neighbours, friends and relatives of
residents at Pelham House turned out in force to show their
support and solidarity for the care home, which has been
badly hit by the Covid-19 virus.

Dozens of well-wishers turned
out on Thursday evening to
show their appreciation for the
work of the Pelham House
team under the most difficult
circumstances possible. The
mass turn-out was organised
by Caroline Moran, whose
mother Betty died at the
Home in 2019, but she has
continued her support of
Pelham House.

“The Home is not an institution – it is a family of residents, staff,
relatives and friends, as well as the local community,” said
Caroline. “As it was due to be the last clap for carers, I put the
word around that the rest of the family should show their
appreciation to the staff at this tragic time.

“I arrived at 7.30pm followed by one or two other cars. People
started arriving on foot and by bicycle, and by the time the staff
emerged at 8pm, people were running down the road to join us
clapping, cheering and crying. It was very emotional, with
relatives past and present, staff, volunteers, children who
normally go to sing at the Home, as well as neighbours. The
feeling of love was absolutely palpable.” A short video of the
event can be viewed on the Pelham
House Care Home Facebook page.

The outbreak occurred after one
resident – a 96-year old war veteran –
returned to the Home after a short
stay at William Harvey Hospital. He
had been tested for Covid-19, but the
positive result had not been revealed
until after his return.

“This disease is absolutely ruthless –
it comes at you under the bonnet and
through the cracks in the wall,” said
the bitter owner and general manager
of Pelham House, Roger Waluube.
“The government was slow to provide
personal protection equipment when
the pandemic was looming, but this
systemic failure has now cost the lives
of five residents.”

Three days after the resident’s return, 18 of the 20 residents
tested positive, as well as five members of staff, including
Manager Matt Stacey and cook Denise Hopkins.

“These deaths were completely unavoidable, and responsibility
for our residents’ untimely passing lies firmly at the government’s
door,” added Roger.

Also showing their support for Pelham House were the children
of key workers at St. Eanswythe School, where they stood and
applauded enthusiastically in their playground. A film of the
children’s appreciation can be found at:
www.st-eanswythes.kent.sch.uk.

These shows of solidarity with the Home demonstrate the respect
with which it is held by relatives, friends and the local community,
and it is tragic that they are having to deal with the outcome of a
failure in the health system, which is not to detract from the
frontline NHS staff who continue to do an amazing job. The issue
of NHS patients being sent or returned to care homes has been
highlighted as a national disgrace this week, which has cost the
lives of some 10,000 care home residents nationally.

Emotional moment as
couple married for 59
years reunited after
being forced to
separate due to
coronavirus crisis

A couple who have been married for almost six decades have
finally been reunited after the coronavirus crisis forced them
apart.

Peter Foster, 87, and his wife Doreen, 91, married in 1961,
and the couple have rarely been far from each other’s side
since.

Peter went into hospital and Doreen was taken into respite
care. It was shortly afterwards that the coronavirus outbreak
meant neither could visit each other. Months passed with the
couple forced apart. But now they have been reunited after
moving in to a Hythe care home together.

Shannon Kelly, a nurse at the home said: “Peter arrived first
and was excited that he would be seeing Doreen, but when
Doreen arrived I was speechless and the moment between
them was lovely. I couldn’t hold back the tears.

“It’s lovely to have them together and for all the staff to now
be a part of their journey. They are a lovely couple and we
look forward to meeting all the family after lockdown.”

Peter Foster, a retired police officer, originally from
Maidstone, met Doreen, a former school dinner nanny, in the
late 1950s.

The couple, who have been married for 59 years, had four
children together. They moved to Dymchurch in 1973.

They are not the only couple who have been forced apart by
the crisis. Like all care homes in the country, it was forced to
close to visitors early in 2020 when the coronavirus crisis
began to take hold in the UK.

The nursing home manager Mary Sleep, told The Looker:
“We made the difficult decision to move my children out of
their home and not see them in order to better protect elderly
residents in her care. This really has been a very testing three
months, but seeing the look on Peter and Doreen’s face made
it all worth while.”

Residents have been given access to tablets to help them
have virtual visits with loved ones, and care home team also
asked the community to send cards, letters and poems to
residents.

Then and now: Peter and Doreen Foster as a young couple, and
after finally being reunited following months of separation

during the crisis

Peter and Doreen Foster reunited at the Hythe House Care Home



Jim’s photographic record
of lockdown life on the
shingle.
James Fraser, (or Jim (as he’s known), a former Fleet Street
news photographer, has been out and about recently,
capturing lockdown life in our quiet corner of Kent, observing
local people at work and play during the Covid crisis.

Jim, of Greatstone said: “For photography, the light on the
beach can be spectacular especially at dawn and dusk. And of
course, when you’re by the sea, the weather can change very
rapidly, so there’s a lot to keep you interested. The air is as
fresh as it gets, sometimes a bit too fresh though!”

“From a subject point of view, the beach attracts all kinds of
communities - the anglers, cyclists, the kite surfers and
windsurfers but most of all, the dog walkers who are such a
friendly bunch.”

“You recognise Oscar, Badger, Bramble or Ruby, well before
the owners who are being dragged along behind them. All
shapes and sizes.”

“As a former news photographer with the Daily Telegraph, I’ve
covered my fair share of bad news : the Troubles in Northern
Ireland, the Afghan War and Dunblane and 30 years of
politics. The torrent of miserable news on TV at the moment
inspired me to focus on the good, everyday, aspects of social
life: the things that keep us sane!”

“The beach is a really healthy place for physical exercise, and
for psychological well-being in these tough, locked-down
times“
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Society Goes From
Strength to Strength
by Jan Holben

The Sandgate Society, formed in 1962 and based in the
Old Fire Station on Sandgate High Street, was
established for the public benefit for the following
purposes in the Village of Sandgate (i) To stimulate public
interest in the area of benefit. (ii) To ensure the
preservation, development and improvement features of
historic or public interest in all that area, and (iii) To
promote high standards of planning and architecture in
the area of benefit - and despite the lock-down the
Society is moving strongly forward on all of fronts.
Some of the projects achieved this year, under the
leadership of Chairman Sal Kenward, include:

CCTV – the Society was awarded awarded a £2200 grant
by the District Council, the Society added a further £500 –
both amounts going to the Parish Council who will fund
the balance and implement the CCTV project. Hopefully
this work will be started shortly and will reduce local
vandalism
especially in
Sandgate Park.

The Handrails
in the Undercliff
– for some
years the
handrails have
been
inadequate with
gaps in the
railings, making
it dangerous for
those with poor
eyesight. The
Society
eloquently
petitioned the Kent Council to repair or replace these
handrails and was pleased to announce that the handrails
were at last replaced, making it much safer for walkers.

High Street Regeneration – a bid was made to the District
Council under the High Street Regeneration Scheme
which was successful and will allow; planting, lighting,
CCTV and screening bins in the centre of the High Street.

Happy To Chat Bench – The Society provided a Happy To
Chat bench which has been placed, with support from the
Parish Council, next to the Boathouse on Granville
Parade.

Some more projects the Society supports: a donation of
£350 each year is given to the reading and early learning
classes which are held at the Library, A TV was provided
to the Library with memory sticks of local archive photos,
The planters which screen the Riviera Court bins were
supplied and maintained by the Society, a donation of
£200 was given to the Sandgate Boules group who each
year meet up and play against the Sangatte Boules club -
creating a convivial twinning relationship between
Sandgate/Sangatte, the Society archivist team are
making splendid progress with the digitation project to
allow the Societies extensive documentation and photo
archive to be published on a website..
Take a deep breath now – because thats not all – over the
coming months the Society will be working with the Parish
Council to review and update the important Sandgate
Design Statement.

There seems to be no ending to what the Society has
achieved this last year and with a great forward looking
committee and with support from its many members, the
Society will continue going from strength to strength.
If you would like to join the Sandgate Society do get in
touch via their website: https://sandgatesociety.com/ or
contact contact Toni Miles on
sandgatesociety@gmail.com

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• MonumentalMason

OwenHouse,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS
We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.

Plenty ofparkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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Migrant crisis deepens,
but no one seems to be
listening

With warm weather making conditions perfect for migrant
crossings over the past few weeks, people are asking,
just what exactly is the government doing to try and stop
this? In the last twelve months, the UK Government has
invested more than £10 million in supporting the French
immigration forces, who appear to almost be chauffeuring
the small boats across the channel.
Since the last edition of The Looker went to print, an
estimated 19 boats have been intercepted, either mid
channel or on our coast line, equating to over 228
migrants being taken into holding centres whilst they are
processed.
In the largest pick up of migrants in one day, an observer
stated, "It started at 5 a.m. The French were met by
Border Force mid-channel on at least four migrant boats.
There were several UK Border Force vessels and RNLI in
the channel along with Coastguard aircraft and a drone,
with various French vessels. There must be a large
number going by the amount of authority vessels out."
Folkestone and Hythe MP Damian Collins told The
Looker:”I have discussed this matter with the Immigration
Minister at the Home Office. The best way of stopping
migrants from making illegal crossings of the Channel is
to demonstrate that it is pointless trying to attempt it, as
they will be returned to France once discovered. We
currently work with the French authorities to detect people
attempting to make a crossing before they are in the
water. However, when they are at sea we need to work
with the French authorities to detain them before the enter
British waters, so that they can be immediately returned to
France. Currently the French authorities won’t do less
unless the migrants request help because their boat is
damaged; this approach has to change. We equally need
to establish an agreement with France, that even when
migrants do reach the UK as a result of an illegal channel
crossing, that they will be returned. The French authorities
also want to remove the incentive for migrants to gather
on the Channel coast in the hope of making entering the
UK. It is important for our border security that we stop
these crossings, and there is also a great danger that
people will lose their lives attempting to make this
dangerous voyage across the world’s busiest shipping
channel.”
On the day that The Looker went to print, a Home Office
spokesman said, "Border Force and partner agencies
have been dealing with eight incidents today after being
alerted to small boats in the Channel travelling towards
the UK. All have now been transferred to immigration
officials. They will be interviewed, and their cases will be
dealt with in line with the immigration rules, transferring to
detention where appropriate."

Optimism as Lydd
Primary School pupils
return to class
By Kim Gandy

There were mixed feelings when Lydd Primary School
children returned to school last week, on the first day back
for years 1 and 6 under Boris’s new lockdown exit strategy.

The following are a series of quotes from children, staff and
parents, via email – no actual interviews took place
because of the lockdown guidelines and names are
protected because of GDPR.

One pupil said: “I felt fear when I came back to school.
Outside I sometimes am sad but
inside I am always happy. Happy in
school working away. I like it at
school”.

Another added: “In the beginning, I
was worried nothing would be the
same, but I was wrong, because it’s
really fun. I personally think only
ten people in the class is good. In
the end I am glad to have gone to
school.

“When I heard that we were coming back to school I felt
excited about coming back. When everyone was in, I felt
happy!

“I was a bit nervous but excited to see my friends. I was
worried about all the new rules but now we know them. It’s
been so fun playing games again, hide and seek with
everyone, it’s been the best!”.

A member of staff added: “I felt nervous coming back,
worried I might not be able to keep everyone safe and make
school as fun as it used to be. Now I’m enjoying being
back. I’ve loved seeing everyone and enjoyed doing new
things.

“Parents at the gate on the first morning back showed initial
trepidation but were relieved once the children went home
and told them of how well it worked.”

School head Nicki Man concluded, optimistically:: “There
was a lot of concern at the outset, and we had to do a lot of
planning; however, so far the children have proved to be
very resilient and excellent at keeping to the new social
distancing rules and we have had additional pupils now join
us once their parents felt reassured, seeing what it looks
like.”

Applause for
enterprising young
fundraiser
Neighbours of a schoolgirl came out of
their houses to applaud when she
handed over a cheque for almost £750
to East Kent Hospitals Charity.

Maddison Burgess, 11, from Hythe,
decided to fundraise to support staff
working on COVID-19 wards at the
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford.

And even when cruel thieves stole
some of the money people had
donated, she was not deterred and
went on to devise a safer way for
people to support her that would reduce
the risk of theft as well as minimise any
potential infection risk.

Jojo, Maddison’s mum, said: “She
began by selling cress and sunflower
seedlings and raised £8 in a few days.

“She then decided to start a ‘coin run’
challenge on our driveway, writing NHS
in huge letters and asking passing
residents to place any spare coins in
the letters.

“Sadly, on the first day of this
challenge, “Maddison was heartbroken,
after the theft, but not deterred, and we
gave her our support to continue.”

This time, Maddison asked donors to draw a circle on the letter
to represent their donation, and to post coins through the front
door. She provided hand sanitisers and wipes, as well as
envelopes, to reduce any infection risk.

By day 7, Maddison had raised £350, and
kind neighbours offered to match this
amount, bringing the total to £700. Further
donations were then added, taking it to
£745.80.

Jojo added: “We are extremely proud of
Maddison’s achievement during such
difficult times.

“We would like to thank everyone who
donated and give special thanks to Mr and
Mrs Griggs for their generosity in match
funding Maddison’s fundraising.

“We would also like to thank Kellie Barker
at Born Anxious clothing for providing
Maddison’s T-Shirt.”

Dee Neligan, fundraising and development
officer for East Kent Hospitals Charity, paid
a socially distanced visit to the family to
collect the cheque – to the sound of
applause from the neighbours.

She said: “We were delighted to be able to
visit Maddison and so touched by all of her
efforts to fundraise for our NHS Heroes.

“Due to her commitment and energy in
raising these funds, we will be able to fund
staff emotional wellbeing initiatives during
COVID19. We are really grateful.”
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What does the future hold
once the coronavirus
crisis ends?
The Looker knows more than most the impact that the
Covid-19 virus has had on our economy, but what will
happen when we move to the next period in this organic
procedure of recovering from the pandemic.
Looker editor David Wimble, is also portfolio holder for
economic development within the District Council, and
spends a lot of his time working with local businesses,
he also sits on several independent business and
tourism panels. So, we thought we would ask him his
views on what the future holds?

It is a question so many of us have asked since the onset of
the coronavirus crisis.
Just what is the future for our local communities and town
centres, across the Romney Marsh, Hythe and Folkestone,
once the pandemic is eventually defeated?

Will all our favourite retailers, bars and restaurants open as
normal at the first opportunity? Or will the “new normal” – so
often discussed and so little defined – simply translate into
yet more casualties on an already under-pressure High
Street.

The Looker, has taken a glimpse at society’s potential future.
Not only do our thoughts cover retail, but also commuting,
holidays, leisure time, construction, IT skills, debt, pensions
and investments.

Looker editor David Wimble said: "I have been doing a lot of
work on High street regeneration over the past 12 months,
looking at how we can help existing and new businesses
across our District.
The District council recently purchased the Debenhams site
in Folkestone as the first part of helping to regenerate
Folkestone town centre. But up and down the district, every
business will be hit by virus.

The Covid-19 occurrence will have a substantive and
permanent impact on the way which society operates in the
future. The forced adoption of different ways of working,
socially interacting, shopping and undertaking leisure will stay
with us. This will mean a reduction in demand for office
space, reduced transportation requirements and congestion
and an increased reliance and need for good information
systems and technology. For those industries which are
knowledge-based then specialist workers could input from
anywhere.”

"Some industries are likely to boom, with high demand for
online shopping and associated supply and distribution
driving custom to those organisations who are well-organised
in marketing and delivering their goods and services, either
locally through the whole process or through a well-organised

global supply chain. But, having made the conversion, some
people may not go back to being a ‘traditional’ consumer with
trips to the shops, now that they have learnt about online
convenience and developed the skills and confidence. The
weaker retailers will be shaken out leaving fewer stronger
firms in control of the overall spend. However, small
innovative firms who are starting out online may find new
customer opportunities in the changed market too.”

"Leisure time and virtual consumption will continue to grow,
with large platforms having seen continued growth in
demand. Games, media, interactive content are high-tech
and skills associated with content generation as well as
delivery are important.”

With my position on the council heading up the economic
development of the district I have been looking at the
business trends with the upskilling requirements for existing
organisations are likely to be just as large as the demand for
new workers in these sectors. These ‘products’ can come
from anywhere. The overall economy will be significantly
challenged, both by recovery but also by long-term debt, with
the Government billions being pumped in currently needing to
be recovered over time.

There will be winners and losers in this, as indicated re
sectors, but also at a personal level where pension funds
may be hit and people may need to work for longer to be able
to afford to retire.
Investors will start to refocus their portfolios towards the
growth areas. Uncertainty around large investments is also
likely to take a while to ease, putting off the new car or house
move perhaps, or new shopping centre.

Travel too will be held for many, with alternative more local
holidays, staycations and home projects taking precedence.

There will however be a bounce-back in some areas, for
example where projects have been held and require
completing. Construction often offers green-shoots first.
So overall it will be a very mixed picture, with the only
certainty being that tomorrow will not look like today and will
be very different from yesterday."

This is only my point of view, but I hope that just because we
will be experiencing a ‘New Normal’ we will also have greater
tolerances, to our friends and people we do business with.
When the lockdown first started, I noted how polite people
where, almost as if they were in shell shock, overnight.
Strangers would smile and say hello, in a sort of ‘we are all in
this together’ way.

As we start to come out of Lockdown, I hope that the good,
we have seen over the past three and a half months is
continued. We will always have disruptive elements, within
our society. But I think these really are a minority.
I am looking forward to a bright future which I hope we can all
embrace, in a country, where we do not judge people by the
colour of their skin, religion or sexual preference, but on the
way, we treat each other.

Contamination at the
Warren.
By Jan Holben
Following severe bad weather earlier in the year which
contributed towards coastal erosion along many areas of the
coast – on Wednesday 27th May The Warren beach was
closed to the public by Folkestone & Hythe district council
over fears of contamination.
The Warren beach is a popular visiting place for local people
who take their doggies for early morning walks there, or for
families to picnic or look for fossils there.

The council notice to close The Warren, announced mid
week, was received with shock by locals who had visited
this popular and unique beauty spot over the recent warm
bank holiday weekend or before with their families – with
many commenting on social media how they had taken their
children swimming there only days ago and they wanted to
know if their children would be ill.
On announcing the closure, the district council said it is
working closely with the Environment Agency to discover the

extent of the possible contamination after the sea was found
to have eroded part of the cliff which included potentially
hazardous material – and confirmed that The Warren would
be closed from 27th May until the level of contamination was
established.
Within a day of the first notice being issued a further briefing
was released in response to the many alarmed questions
from local people who had visited The Warren recently –
wanting to know what the contamination was – some
speculating that it could be hospital waste as the area was
used for dumping rubbish in years passed.
The council advised that materials discovered on the beach
contained asbestos which is now being urgently treated by
specialists. Experts are also testing for any other potential
contaminants at the site. The council confirmed that, based
on current information, the risk to human or animal health is
low and they are continuing to work with the Environment
Agency to ensure the appropriate actions are taken.
Leader of Folkestone & Hythe District Council, Councillor
David Monk said: “The safety of our residents and visitors is
our first priority. I know that the closure of this part of the
beach will be inconvenient for many but we’d ask users to
bear with us while we establish the facts of the situation“.

The situation is being treated as high Priority – but for the
time being The Warren will remain closed and the council
strongly urges local people to respect the signage and
barriers that have been put in place. Council officers and
staff from the Environment Agency are working hard to
rectify the situation, but The Warren beach must be made
safe before it can be reopened to the public – and at this
time it is not known when that will be. The contamination is
not expected to have spread to Sunny Sands beach or other
beaches in the area.
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Last week the House of Commons returned to Westminster,
and whilst there was considerable attention to the airport
queuing style system that has been created to facilitate
voting whilst observing social distancing, we also saw the
end of the video conferencing used to allow members to
participate in debates from home. Before the Whitsun recess
I spoke remotely in the second reading debate for the Trade
Bill. Whilst we have all got used to systems like Zoom and
Skype for keeping in touch with colleagues, family and
friends, it cannot replicate the experience of speaking in the
House of Commons. The nature of the chamber, with its
benches facing across the central aisle allows the speaker to
look their audience in the eye. However when using Zoom,
you feel that you are just talking at a computer screen
without any real connection to the MPs sitting the chamber.

On Wednesday last week I had the chance to speak in my
first debate whilst physically in the chamber of the
Commons, since the coronavirus lockdown was put in place.
Social distancing measures limit the number of MPs in the
chamber to 50 at any one time, so it is not possible to
recreate the old atmosphere, but it is nevertheless good to
be back. The subject of the debate was the special
assistance being given to companies that may need to go
into administration as a result of the coronavirus, in order to
restructure their finances. I called for special consideration to
be given to businesses that operate in the travel and
hospitality sectors, as well as sports clubs and theatres.
These organisations are totally reliant on people being able
to move freely and mix in close proximity. The movement
and social distancing restrictions currently make it very
difficult for them to resume business and therefore they will
need support for longer.

Folkestone and Hythe District Council is directly supporting
many local businesses with grants from the COVID-19
business support scheme. These funds have come from the
government but are distributed by councils. So far 2,127
businesses in our district have received grants, which is over
97% of those that are eligible.

The government has also provided additional funds to each
local council to support some of the small businesses that
did not qualify for the original COVID-19 business support
scheme. Locally, this means there is an additional £1.29m in
grants available, and these will be focused on supporting the
following types of businesses; businesses in shared
workspaces, bed & breakfasts, regular market traders, the
creative sector, and the retail, leisure and hospitality sector.
The council launched this scheme on 1st June and at the
end of the first week approved 22 grants totalling £185,000.
You can find out more about these schemes, and receive
guidance on how to apply on the council’s website;
https://www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/business-grant-scheme

Damian Collins

Our Man
In Westminster
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Matthew Scott
and Chief
Constable
discuss rises in
domestic abuse
The Police and Crime Commissioner
Matthew Scott has sought assurance
from Kent Police’s Chief Constable that
the force is ready to help those victims of
domestic abuse who are seeking support
as lockdown eases.

Mr Scott, who held his quarterly
Performance and Delivery Board meeting
virtually in order to adhere to social
distancing, said: ‘There have been
concerns about whether we have known
the true level of domestic abuse during
the lockdown period. We may see further
demand now that people are allowed to
visit more people and they try to access
services.’

He asked Chief Constable Alan
Pughsley: ‘Do you have the resources
you need to cope with that further
demand?’

Chief Constable Pughsley responded:
‘Already in the last week we have started
to see a change. Domestic abuse as a
proportion of our calls for service has
gone from 6% or 11% a couple of weeks

ago to about 30% or 40% - a big increase
- as more people have more flexibility to
come out of their households.

‘But we have the right resources
available to deal with that because
demand is being dealt with in a really
efficient and effective way. Live chat is
the best example I can give of that.
Making contact with other victims that
way, in line with their needs and wishes,
means officers have more time to get out
to and deal with domestic abuse
incidents that we absolutely need to get
to.’

Other than domestic abuse, the only
other area Kent Police has experienced a
large increase in has been in reports of
anti-social behaviour. Chief Constable

Pughsley said the vast majority of these
had been linked to alleged breaches of
the Government’s stay at home
instructions.

Summarising Kent Police’s ability to cope
during the Covid-19 pandemic, Chief
Constable Pughsley told Mr Scott: ‘I’m
incredibly proud of my officers and staff.
All areas of criticality are operating at
100% capacity. Delivery has been very
good, agile, flexible - and focussed on
your Police and Crime Plan. The force
has stood up to the test in a magnificent
way.’

Mr Scott took the opportunity to again
thank the police and partners for their
efforts, saying: ‘Well done to Kent Police
officers, staff and volunteers for the
incredible job they’ve done keeping
things moving along and in stepping up to
the additional challenges of Covid-19.
And, an extra special thanks to all the
volunteers as this is of course Volunteers’
Week – those Special Constables,
Community Policing Volunteers, police
staff volunteers, South East 4x4
Response, Kent Search And Rescue, and
all sorts of different organisations who
support us every single year. They have
been doing some fantastic work during
this period.’



Home Made

Life is very slowly getting back to normal, or what will probably
be a new normal. Sadly it seems, there is going to be a huge
amount of unemployment, hopefully only in the short term, so
wise budgeting will be even more important.

Many of us have been using crafting skills, we thought we’d
forgotten, or trying things for the first time. Even regular crafters
have been finishing off projects that have been languishing at
the bottom of cupboards for 20 or 30 years! Every crafter, I was
relieved to find, has loads of UFOs (unfinished objects!)

It is good to see a revival in crafting skills. Making your own
garments, and household furnishings, or altering things to
make them fit someone else, started off as a matter of thrift,
people just didn’t have the money to pay a seamtress, or to buy
things in a shop,. It is not cheaper any more, with masses of
cheap imports from the developing world, and charity shops,
but having a make do and mend mind set, can help when
budgeting. It is a pity that sewing and cooking was dropped
from the school curriculum. A generation has grown up, in
some cases, that can’t even sew a button on, or mend a seam
or hem that has come undone, or turn up a garment that is
slightly long.

Everyone will eventually have to look after themselves, so the
logic of dropping cookery was always flawed. You don’t need to
know how to make a perfect Soufflé, but it is good to have a
basic knowledge of nutrition, and be able to make yourself a
simple dinner. Again, some youngsters have grown up,
depending on takeaways, (so research tells us) which is always

bad news for health. Everyone probably enjoys them as a treat
now and again. There are healthy takeaways, but to depend on
them all the time, as a source of food, which you cannot
control, can be problematic. As well as being more expensive.
It is nearly always cheaper to cook at home. If it is cheaper to
have the takeaway, it is not good quality food.

So maybe the lockdown has done us good, and encouraged us
to be more self-reliant, in all household skills. We have been
thrown on our own resources. If you learn to do some basic
sewing, you can do your own mending, run up a quick kids
fancy dress outfit, do your own repairs, even without a
machine. The internet is a great teacher, and you can pick up
skills from it.

Many of us have been decorating, doing that paint job which
has been on the to-do list for years! We’ve been getting our
gardens into shape, and “having a go” at growing our own
vegetables. Even if they don’t quite work out, and you find
yourself sharing them with the natural world, you will get a
great deal of satisfaction from the process, and the exercise is
good for us.

Maybe some have been encouraged to do woodwork, or put
your own shelf up, or repair the shed roof, after the winter
storms. Well done, and keep it up, and it will always help you
to cut down on spending. Being creative is good for your
physical and mental health.

I do patchwork, and although you can spend vast amounts of
money on top of the range cottons, I always find the greatest
satisfaction in using up material I already have. This was the
original purpose of patchwork, to make something new out of
the best bits of worn out garments, linens and soft furnishings.

Happy crafting, and enjoy your “home made”
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Budgeting Tips
(or how to make your pennies work harder)

The Man In The Room
Next Door
By Jan Holben

The lockdown process has meant that most of us have had to
find ways to spend our time. We have perhaps been
gardening or reading or baking lots of bread and cakes or
maybe just staring out of the window. We have also turned to
TV or online media to educate, inform and entertain us – and
this is how I discovered The Man In The Room Next Door –
Michael Spicer.
If you have never watched the “Room Next Door” sketches –
they take the form of a politician or public figure making a
press announcement about some hot topic of the day – with
Michael as their PR adviser (in the Room Next Door)
prompting them via their ear piece to say the right thing, not
the stupid or ridiculous thing that they actually do say. As you
may imagine there is plenty of scope with politicians of all
shades, President Trump being a prime example.
Michael Spicer the brains behind these sketches, his wife
Roberta and their family live in our district so I thought it
would be interesting to find out more about The Room Next
Door sketches and the man behind it, Michael – due to
lockdown this interview was conducted in a Q & A format.

JH:What gave you the idea to do The Room Next Door and
how and when did you start?

MS: The idea popped into my head when I saw Boris
Johnson genuinely flummoxed by the question ‘what do you
do to relax?’ It seemed he didn’t quite know how to respond,
as if he was searching for a voice to whisper the answer into
his ear. That’s when I realised the concept of a man in the
room next door would make a good sketch.

JH:What makes you choose a particular character?

MS: If a public figure puts their foot in their mouth and the
social media reaction to it is overwhelming, then I will take a
look at it. It doesn’t matter who it is. I won’t kick anyone
when they’re down but if you’re seen to be a hypocrite or a
liar, then you’re fair game.

JH:Who is your favourite/easiest character and who is your
most difficult character?

MS: I don’t choose difficult characters because if I can’t do
anything with them, I don’t try. Slippery figures like Michael
Gove who refuse to be embarrassed by interviewers and
avoid any confrontation because they believe themselves to
be superior to whoever is interviewing them, are
impossible to dissect. But I live in hope when it comes to
Gove.

The easiest characters are those who make the outrageous
remarks (like Trump) because those are lines I can easily take
apart with facts and common sense. Plus characters like
Johnson and Hancock who can’t construct a sentence
between them are great for editing because they provide
plenty of umms, errs and general awkward pauses.

JH: The Room Next Door was recently featured on The Late
Late Show with James Corden – what was that like?

MS: Incredible. Obviously so far I’ve only dealt with James
and his brilliant team via emails and Zoom calls so it’s been a
little surreal but the whole process has been effortless and the
response has been terrific. I still find it difficult to believe that
such an iconic show has given me a regular slot to write and
produce my own sketches. But I am (and always will be)

hugely grateful to James and his producer Ben Winston for
the chance to get my work seen in the US.

JH: Do you write the script yourself or do you get help from
family (insults to describe the politician such as wet bag of
sand, a dog with an oven glove on its head, hopeless flan –
always make me laugh)?

MS: No I write it all myself though I do run certain lines and
insults by my wife Roberta because she will just bluntly tell
me when something works and when it doesn’t; she
provides that detached opinion that every writer needs

JH. How has life changed for you since becoming more well
known, do you get stopped in the street?

MS: No because I haven’t physically been on a street in 70
days! Beforehand though, a few people approached me to
say they enjoy my work. I was in Spain over Christmas and I
stepped into the road to let a man with a double-buggy walk
down a narrow street and he said ‘thank you - love your
videos by the way’ which was mind-boggling.

Thank you so much Michael for letting us know what its like
being the man in the Room Next Door.

If you want a laugh, especially in this surreal covid time, do
check out Michael’s Radio 4 show, Before Next Door, which
will air on June 18th at 11pm. Or check out
www.michaelspicer.co.uk for more of his work.

June G
ooch

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
6 P r i o r y C l o s e , N e w R om n e y

D O M E S T I C & C O M M E R C I A L
S C A F F O L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Free Estimates *CompetitiveRates
24 Hr Emergency Call Out

365 Days A Year
Council Approved Contractor

Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance



Churches Round-up
Usually, there isn’t much actual news to report about
churches, but the government has said that churches can
be opened up for private prayer, provided social
distancing is observed, which most people do anyway.
(unless you are on a protest march, or determined to
have you 18 square inches of beach!) It will be a long
time before the old normal returns, if it ever does. Many
are feeling anxious about the future of our local
churches, and their fears may be justified.

Many Marsh churches were struggling to pay their parish
share, even before the Pandemic, so the situation will be
much worse, when they have been closed for 6 months,
which is probably the minimum time they will be closed
for worship, and it will probably be longer. Most churches
are kept going with fund raising, as well as direct giving,
and there will have been no fundraising for many months.
This directly affects the diocese, who may not have the
income to maintain the whole Diocesan ministry.

Most rural churches are attended by an ageing
population, who will not be there in 20 years’ time. So
maybe the time is coming when the shape of ministry will
have to change to survive. Lots of questions in the
melting pot. When the new priest comes, whose
appointment is in the pipeline, he/she will be in overall
charge of all 13 churches on the Marsh, although Rev
Chris will still be minding the Lydd group, and many are
served by their own team of trained lay people and
retired clergy.

So coming back to the present, if you are a regular
worshipper, do continue to make sure your offering gets
to the church treasurer.

Food banks.
New Romney. Tuesdays, 5.30-7pm. Romney Marsh
Community Church building, North Street. If you need
help feeding your family, or on any other problem, ring
the church office on 01797 366855.

Lydd. Fridays, 6.30-7.30pm in the Hardy Hall. Skinner
Road. If you need help feeding your family, or help with
anything else, ring Rev Chris on 01797 320345.

Contributions to the food bank can be dropped into the
food banks, about 15 mins before the food bank starts, or
in the bins provided by supermarkets.

Church Chuckle
Some old Methodist chapels were heated by a big coke
stove. In one chapel it was customary for the steward to
put a whistling kettle on the stove, to heat up during the
service, so the visiting speaker could be sent on his way
with a hot drink. One preacher joked that it was a sure
way of timing the sermons! “And” the steward added
darkly, “with some of the preachers we have ‘ere, I only
‘alf fills it”

Wit and Wisdom.
“All would live long, but none would be old” Benjamin
Franklin.
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We need student nurses,
but at what price??
The NHS and all those that work within it have rightly been
lauded since the coronavirus pandemic struck. Thursday
evenings handclapping and the manyplaudits from the press
and media have been welcomed and the NHS has stood up
gainly against the virus.

However, the NHS could be
facing a nursing crisis in years
to come. Since 2016 when stu-
dent nursing bursaries were
scrapped in England, anyone
wishing to enter nursing must
pay £29,000 in tuition fees,
plus their own living costs.
Moreover, when on placement
in clinics and hospitals, the
student nurses are unpaid and
must fund their own transport,
parking, food and so forth.

It is almost impossible for any-
one not being supported finan-
cially to pursue a nursing ca-
reer. Hence student numbers
have fallen, leading to poten-
tial shortfalls of qualified staff
in the future.

Indeed, there are some 43,000
nursing vacancies in England
alone currently. This is why
third year student nurses and
from June, second year stu-
dents have been drafted into
full time roles in hospitals.
Without these student nurses,
wards would struggle to cope.
Chief Executive & General
Secretary

Dame Professor Donna Kin-
nair, Chief Executive and
General Secretary of the Roy-
al College of Nursing, said
a “meagre” increase in vital
nursing staff was hard to un-
derstand and argued that it re-
flected recruitment failures in
earlier years.

“The government must commit
to train and retain more nurses
to ensure patients receive the
care they deserve.”

For its part, the government ar-
gues that more nurse training
places are being created, with
an increase of more than 15%
between 2013-14 and 2016-
17.

Critics, however, point out that
a new system requiring train-
ees to borrow for their fees
may deter new recruits.

Now trade unions have col-
laborated once again to ask
ministers to review the fund-
ing arrangements for nursing
students in England who have
helped during the pandemic.

A letter addressed to health
and social care secretary Matt
Hancock was sent at the be-
ginning of May outlining their
demands.

Unions have asked for a re-
imbursement for tuition fees,
or removal of current student
debt for all current nursing,
midwifery and allied health
students.

They also called for the abol-
ishment of student-funded
tuition fees for all future stu-
dents and the introduction of
a universal cost-of-living grant
that was reflective of students’
needs.

Headed by the Royal College
of Nursing, the letter was also
signed by the Royal College of
Midwives, National Union of
Students and Unison.

Mike Adams, Royal College
of Nursing director for Eng-
land, said: “The vital work stu-
dent nurses have been doing
throughout the pandemic has
demonstrated the huge contri-
bution nursing undergraduates
make to our health and care
services – neither they nor fu-
ture students should have to
pay tuition fees to do this.

“The government must do all it
can to ensure that anyone who
wants to study to become a
nurse is able to do so. No-one
should feel they can’t become
a nurse because they can’t af-
ford it.”

Mr Adams added that only by
increasing the number of nurs-
ing students would the work-
force be able to provide safe

and effective care.

Chair of the RCN Students
Committee, JessicaSainsbury,
said: “It’s high time the Gov-
ernment got behind student
nurses by providing full tuition
fee support and maintenance
grants covering the true cost of
living for all nursing students in
England, both now and in the
future.

“Any student who is in debt
due to their nursing educa-
tion should have their debt
dropped.”

A government spokesperson
said: “Weare grateful to all stu-
dents who choose to support
our NHS during this extremely
difficult time and wehave guar-
anteed that all students who
do opt in to paid placements
are rewarded fairly for their
hard work.

Dame Professor Donna
Kinnair, Chief Executive
and General Secretary
of the Royal College of
Nursing

Council offers more Grants
for Businesses and self
employed
Further to the launch of our Discretionary Small Business Grant
Scheme, we have now widened the scheme to include those that
have already received a grant from the Self Employment Income
Support Scheme and more types of businesses are now eligible
for funding. Those eligible to apply for a grant now include:
Businesses in shared workspaces (such as in business centres
and business incubators) that would have received a Small
Business Grant or Retail Hospitality & Leisure Grant if they were
individual business rate payers.
Bed & Breakfasts which pay Council Tax instead of Business
Rates.

Holiday lets where the owner is a resident of the Folkestone and
Hythe district. Where an owner has more than one property a
maximum of one grant is payable per resident. Regular market
traders with fixed building costs, such as rent, who do not have
their own business rates assessment and have a business
address in the district. Charity properties in receipt of charitable
business rates relief which would otherwise have been eligible for
Small Business Rates Relief or Rural Rate Relief.
Creative businesses* based in residential or business premises
with a rateable value or annual rent or annual mortgage
payments below £51,000. Retail, Leisure and Hospitality
businesses that are ineligible for the SBG and RHLGF grant
schemes because they were not included in the business rates
register on 11 March 2020 and garages and MOT repair
workshops are included in this sector. This includes businesses
in this sector which are home-based, that pay council tax rather
than business rates.

The closing date for applications is 9am Monday 22 June 2020.
Further details about the scheme, including the supporting
evidence required alongside an application, can be found at

www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/business-grant-scheme

Dymchurch lady is keen to
get the community fit
A Dymchurch lady has combined
her personal fitness regime and
turned it into a successful business,
and is now encouraging the people
of the district to join her on a new
fitness training sessions.
Briony Regina-Marie Walsh told
The Looker: “My business is going
to be called BACTIVE. I’m a
Physical Activity specialist with a
degree in PE and Sport and
Exercise and I’m also a level three
fitness instructor and athletics
coach. I had the idea to start local
fitness training and I will be offering
personal training sessions one to one, but also live video
workouts, running sessions and games sessions. Apart from the
video workouts, I will work with clients outside in the fresh air,
come rain or shine, unless it’s a storm. I don’t work in gyms, but
use the local area for work-outs. The point in my business is to
enable everyone to enjoy physical activity and improve their
mental health. I work with children right up to the elderly. I’ve
been a runner for nearly 19 years, and involved in sport for many
of those too.”
Anyone wanting to work off those excess pounds that they have
put on over the lockdown, can contact Briony by email
bactivewithb@gmail.com
or on her facebook page or call 07854-40446 if they want to chat
on the phone.June G

ooch



Which road – to Wigan
Pier or Nirvana?
by Kim Gandy

As parallel universes go, this
really is in a class of its own.

I feel like we all went into a
tunnel on the 23rd March and
just as we come out of the
other end, with light
tantalisingly beckoning, as the
pinpoint widens, we are
suddenly plunged into a
Dystopian Hellscape.

And that’s just with the TV
ON.

I don’t know about you but mainstream TV and media is
now banned in this house. Why? Because I have never in
my life seen such a horrendous misrepresentation of facts
in my entire life as I have witnessed during this lockdown.
The only reason I know about it at all is because it
constantly emanates from social media in a seemingly
incessant stream of belligerent bile.

The shambolic treatment, by the calamitous commentariat,
of Dominic Cummings, whether you like him or not, was
genuinely repulsive. The hatred, the judgement and the total
lack of balance was beyond belief. I have no opinion of
Cummings one way or another but this was an utter
cringefest.

As for the events of the last two weekends, the race-baiting
and febrile language of the national newspapers and
broadcast media was wholly irresponsible at the least, and
downright inflammable at the worst.

Any chance to stoke up even more trouble and they’re on it
like flies on the proverbial. Quite why they feel the need to
do this is beyond me.

Isn’t it enough that we have all been shut away for three
months and fed our daily “crumbs” of information via the Big
Science? Isn’t it obvious that that alone is a recipe for
disaster on a previously unseen magnitude, without any
assistance from the screeching
hyenas of the Press pack,
throwing verbal kerosene on an
already raging inferno?

As for common sense, respect
and dignity – those three ships
sailed well over four years ago
at the beginning of the
Referendum campaign, which,
it seems, was a starting point
for this madness.

It seems to me there are an
awful lot of dummies being
thrown out of prams and hissy
fits STILL being staged
because some people did not
get their own way at some
point. Combine that with being
placed under house arrest for
several weeks and the
atmosphere becomes
unbelievably toxic.

Three weeks ago, we were listening to tirades about
Cummings’ trip to the north east (whilst conveniently
ignoring similar “offences” being committed by the Other
Side). We had the Emily Maitlises and Laura Kuenssbergs
and others from the Biased Broadcasting Corporation
passing judgement instead of reading the news. Fast
forward to now and the country is in what closely resembles
anarchy.

I am not going into the whys and wherefores of this
because, no matter what you say these days, somebody
labels you with an “ism”. However, I will say this; NOTHING
was ever solved by violence, hysteria and blame-
apportioning. Nor was it put to rights by revisiting the past.
Learning from it is one thing; putting that into practice is
quite another.

What we need now is to move FORWARD, ALL of us, no
matter what our background, culture or origins.
Conversations must be had, compromises must be
reached, and peace must be restored. Although frankly,
speaking from a purely personal perspective, neither myself
nor anybody I know, has had anything but good
relationships and friendships with people of different
backgrounds and cultures. In fact, I personally have spent
some wonderful times in their company and hope to enjoy
more.

Meanwhile, we need to take a serious look at the sort of
people we are allowing into our homes via our TV screens.
Would we allow them into our homes in person? Would we
listen to the endless cackle of one-sided argument,
obsequious and cringeworthy platitudes and downright
insults? Of course not. So why would we wish to be
bombarded with it by the screen on the wall. (Yes, Orwell
again).

So let’s hear each other, respect each other, away from the
insane screeching of the journalistic jackals and the
tantrums and tirades of social media trolls – and press the
restore button.

The alternative will benefit nobody and achieve nothing.

Yours in peace,

Kim
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Your Letters
Dear Looker,
Trust is earned and not to be taken for granted. In any
Election, much is mentioned of what any Party will do and
what any opposition Party won't, but when a Controlling
Policital Group promises much and deliveries little, or in
Hythe Town Council's case, nothing of consequence,
one's faith and trust
are sadly dented.
Experience is gained by learning and listening, but sadly
the little band of "Brothers and Sisters" on the already
stated Council, have ignored the voice of reason of
established Councillors, by ignoring the logic and wisdom
of established elected representatives. Although mistakes
can be rectified in due course, it does take a great deal of
time and money to rectify. And sadly this is true of Hythe
High Street. It has been muted, that the Controlling Group
on the Local Council is to close the High Street in its
entirety to motorised transport. This has been put on the
Hythe Town Council agenda for discussion, and to
suggest that the time closure is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday to Saturday. Is this another way of putting
another nail in the "Hythe Street Coffin" and thereby
closure by stealth, especially after the "Clearing Banks"
deserted the Town. Economic meltdown perhaps?
The saying goes "In God we Trust", that is if you are of a
religious persuasion, and I believe that you have to trust
your colleagues, friends and the Judiciary, but there is
always a but. Trusting the Elected Representatives to do
your bidding and not their own agendas is questionable.
Democracy is a privilege that few parts of the World do not
have, and therefore we in the U.K. are privileged to Trust
the people who stand for election. Only then, when they
are in power, do we discover that a few rotten apples have
a personal hidden agenda that comes to light during their
period of office and that is when our "Trust" is abused and
our intelligence insulted.
Yours,
Peter Day.

Dear Looker,
Could place an acknowledgement of all the companies
that have kindly donated money and vouchers to our
Meeting Point. Unfortunately since March this year, the
Covid shutdown took over and no meetings have taken
place at Meeting Point since. However, could you still
kindly give these kind and generous companies a thank
you in The Looker magazine please?
Dymchurch Meeting Point would like thank the following
organisations for their kindness and generosity in
donations to our group.
Kent Community Foundation Fund
Dymchurch and Hythe District Council
Kent County Council
Police Lost Property Fund
Lions Club, Hythe
Firmagers, New Romney
Sainsburys, New Romney
Dymchurch Players
Dymchurch Traders
Best Wishes,
Anitta.

AT THE END OF THE DAY
(Romney Bay)

by Patricia Irvine

Late afternoon sun paints sand, gold,
Hungry seagulls are growing bold.

Footprints are scattered in wet sand,
Some castles are small others, grand.

Seashells glint in evening light,
Many are dull but others, bright.

Seagulls like stars edge the shore,
Although they’re fed, they beg for more.

White-fringed surf endlessly turns,
Now, the sun no longer burns.

Gathered treasures, abandoned by all,
And still the seagulls loudly call.

The warm wind drops and cools,
Lost toys lie in salty pools.

A lone-kite, distant, flying high,
As the setting sun, tints the sky.

Aqua, pink and purple clouds,
Romney beach is mine…gone are the crowds.

© Patricia Irvine
www.patriciairvine.co.uk

Author of ‘In Light and In Shade’
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Romney Marsh from the air
A look at the Romney Marsh from a different perspective. Photos from John Wimble & John Harmer

This is a brand new feature for The Looker, where you the
reader are invited to write about.... Anything you want to
share with our readers, In our first instalment Briony
Kapoor reflects on...

God Knows:
Questions about
the Nature of God
The first shock to an unthinking and
childlike belief came when I was ten and having a dispute with
another ten year old. By chance, she had the same name as I
did but that is irrelevant to the story. Perhaps I was winning
the argument because all of a sudden she slapped me hard on
the cheek. Now I was the bigger child and my arm raised a
little to return the blow when it popped into my head that I
should turn the other cheek! I did do that, possibly insolent
deliberation and she, the wretch, slapped that other cheek
hard too. I now knew that the New Testament could not be
relied upon.

Three years later our family dog, Ben, companion of many
years, died. I was at boarding school and wept continuously
for three days. In our Divinity Class I asked the teacher: Will
my dog go to heaven? No, she said, animals do not have a
soul. I knew that I could not have anything to do with a God in
Heaven who was unable to appreciate animals … so another
blow to traditional beliefs weakened them again.

At fifteen all my friends were preparing for confirmation. I may
have felt a little left out of all the excitement and I began to
think that I might be religious after all and that I would be
devoted and true. A famous media figure, a Canon in the
Church of England was to visit the school and we were
allowed to talk with him one to one if we wished to do so. I
went to proudly describe my new inclination to a religious life.
He put his hand on my knee and squeezed it a little. I felt
uncomfortable, took fright and fled, disillusioned once more.

So God was banished for many years and not missed. My
developing intellect and moral discernments found space in
political, social and artistic idealism. These were my God
Delusion years. It is very easy for anyone moderately
intelligent to apply reason to the Bible and find it completely
inadequate. Moreover, I was mixing with people of other
religions or none and it was clear that they were good and bad
independently of their background faith.

At thirty three though I had an epiphany that was so joyful,
certain and powerful that I could not but reconsider everything.
So I asked myself: If God is not the one described in our
religion, what could God be? I looked at other religions. I
have a unique position being the grandchild of a Non-
Conformist on the one side and a Jewish grandfather on the
other. I had married a Hindu intellectual and his Hindu sister
had married a Muslim while both professed to be Communists.

I read widely and found the mystics easy to understand. It
was clear to me that whatever their background their
experience ascribed to God was as certain and convincing as

mine had been no matter in what terms and images they tried
to describe this essentially indescribable experience.

The experience is ecstasy and transformative. I thought that I
might become a religious for a while but later on thought that
being poised in bliss did not suit me and that I ought instead to
be of the world as a witness to what is described as the Glory
of God, the Peace that Passeth All Understanding, the Grace
of God, Nirvana, Tat Tvam Asi and more. My every act would
be an act of thankfulness and of joy and the ordinary would be
extraordinary always because of what had happened.

I was living in India at the time and the return to Britain was a
shock in the godliness stakes. I mean that I very much missed
the realisation of God that pervades Indian society … the way
that there the abstract has become real in usage ... the way
that in India conversations include reference to God all day
and every day. I was shocked by our material land, its
grossness and waste. But I loved it for its civic values, its
balance, its fair play and common sense.

So where am I now? After returning to science, to reading
theology, philosophy and with the passing of years my sense
of the reality of God, of God being reality, has muted but not
disappeared. I pass by the idea of a personal God, I reject the
idea of a supernatural God but I cannot deny what I have
experienced. I continue to study and explore. These are the
things that I know so far:

1. That there is our own desire for God

2. That God insists without our volition

3. That the direction of God is clear

4. That there is an experience of God

5. That one becomes a better person because of
God

6. That life is made meaningful

7. That none of this proves the existence of God

8. That that does not matter.

I am most interested in other people’s understanding and
study of these things and find myself comfortable in the
company of those who have had a similar experience.
Whatever it is that I am talking about it cannot be reduced by
the working of the rational mind. But then as human beings
we are whole things and do not just comprise the rational self
despite it being so valuable for the proper conduct and
management of society.

In my own words
Readers Write......

Top: Brookland Raceway is a purpose built track for R/C model vehicles and is located at the Philippine
Village. They have one of the largest tracks in the country.

Bottom: Jefferstone Lane, St. Mary's Bay, the focal point of the village
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G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer

NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

Folkestone Rowing Club
Virtual Race Across the
Atlantic
by Jan Holben

Never it its 168 year history has Folkestone Rowing Club, on
the Parade, Sandgate, ceased club activities. Then,
following government instructions on Friday March 20 inline
with so many other clubs and organisations across the
country Folkestone Rowing Club finally closed its doors -
and with no revenue coming in the Club didn’t know how, or
even if, it would survive these months of pandemic.
For many social members and rowers alike, the Rowing
Club is like a second home – and when it closed its doors
the Club was flooded with messages from members asking
how they could support the club with its ongoing running
costs to keep the Club afloat through this difficult time – but
as they looked ahead at weeks, and possibly months, with
no revenue coming in they couldn’t see how they would
make ends meet.

The outbreak of the virus and the consequent shutdown of
businesses as of March 23 left the sport and physical activity
sector facing a period of uncertainty. In response, on March
31 Sport England announced a £195m package to help the
sport and physical activity sector through covid-19. Within
the package is a £20m Community Emergency Fund, of
National Lottery money to deliver immediate funding to
those who have a role in supporting the nation to be active
but are experiencing short-term financial hardship or the
ceasing of operations due to the impact of coronavirus. To
the delight and relief of Folkestone Rowing Club
management the Club was awarded £2600 of National
Lottery funding from Sport England’s Community Emergency
Fund towards payment of irreducible overheads for 2
months until normal rowing/trading/training returns.

Tim Hollingsworth, Sport England’s Chief Executive, said:
“As the body responsible for the growth of sport and
physical activity participation, we want the vital grass-
roots organisations that make sport and physical
activity happen in this country to not just to come
through this crisis but to be in a position to thrive
again in the future. The £20m Community
Emergency fund, made
possible by National
Lottery players is
part of a
multimillion pound
package of
support we are
providing to
ease the
pressure on a huge
number of the organisations who are central to the nation’s
health and well-being. We are proud to be able to provide
vital funding to Folkestone Rowing Club to help it through
these extremely challenging times.”
With the seasons Coastal Rowing season cancelled – and
yet determined to keep rowers enthusiasm buoyant
Folkestone Rowing Club devised and planned a virtual race
across the Atlantic. The idea was embraced by clubs all
along the South coast, from Herne bay, Deal, Dover, Bexhill,
Worthing, Shoreham and Dartmouth – all determined to join
in to the fun and gain first place which was hard fought over,
but with a massive team effort in logging virtual and real
miles (rowing machines, cycling, running) - first place finally
went to the Folkestone team!!
On May 23 at 6am Coast Amateur Rowing Association
(CARA) and Dartmouth crews gathered at the Pacific end of
the Panama Canal to wave off Worthing and Herne Bay
teams. On the May 24th Folkestone, Dover and Dartmouth
teams went afloat – with Deal, Shoreham and Bexhill teams
leaving on the following Monday Next stop Hawaii! The
virtual race continues and they may end up going around the
(virtual) world!

Mr P has decided that he will venture out. He
forgot that he is house bound. He is going 200
yards to sit on a bench.

This is being planned with
military precision. First he
decided that he needs a hat.
Not just any old hat but
a large brimmed
Fedora. We have
no idea of the size so a
medium was picked. The
colour was not to his liking. I
have ordered a baseball
cap. Which way round he
wears it is his choice. A
stick has been picked from
the extension collection kept
by the front door. And now the
weather has changed….

I think our dustmen may change. . I have bought nearly the
entire range of Amazon's stock. The cardboard mountain by
the bins is now totally unscalable. I take cover on Tuesday
morning's and learn a whole new vocabulary. One of the items
was a new. Hoover very kindly bought by Mr P so that I could
eradicate the embedded cat hair from the stairs. It put me in
mind of the Christmas that he bought me a car Hoover. I did
not have a car at that time…. Strangely enough I have yet to be
allowed to use it. He Hoovers the entire house at 6am. And
again at 11am. I realize that my stair carpet is light beige. I tried
to take the machine upstairs but was interrogated as to the
purpose(!?) and questioned on the risk assessment…Needless
to say I was deemed unfit . Result.
I am hoping for a new washing machine and iron next week…..

Mrs P’s DiaryLottery Win for Sprucers
by Jan Holben
You may see the Town Sprucers around, led by Peter Phillips,
this group of people will be picking up the rubbish that others
leave behind them. It’s perhaps not the most uplifting work, but
those who know what they do are hugely appreciative of their
efforts.

The Town Sprucers group is made of long term unemployed
people and job seekers who are seeking work experience –
and they are passionate about improving the street and beach
environment in Folkestones towns and villages. Sprucing work
they get involved in includes: local litter picks, clearing paths
and public areas, cleaning graffiti and a host of other tasks
which help improve what our towns and villages look like.
Funding for this invaluable work comes from donations made
by local businesses and organisations, local councils and from
the general public – and because the Sprucers depend on
donations it often means planning for the future can be touch –
but earlier this month they had some brilliant news.
Supported by the Roger de Haan Charitable Trust and
Wilmoths Garage the Town Sprucers applied for funding to the
National Lottery Communities Fund – and to their absolute
delight they were able to make this big announcement to their
online and other supporters: “We are over the moon that we will
receive this support and we want to thank YOU. All your
Facebook comments, donations, those that volunteer their time,
and all the long-standing support from Roger De Haan
Charitable Trust and Wilmoths Garage helped our application
considerably. This money means that we will continue to work
in the community, expand our volunteer team and what we
offer. It will include PPE, training, a continued schools
programme and further partnerships with local businesses and
partners. A final thankyou to everyone that buys a National
Lottery ticket - Folkestone itself has won the lottery today!”
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Vision for Romney Marsh
Being within easy reach of London, Brussels and Paris,
Romney Marsh yet continues rather remote, careless of
worldly things, at peace with itself and bringing peace to
others. There is considerable beauty on the Marsh; in the
plain churches of graceful aspect, petite, demure always there
to give and to receive, in the fattening sheep whose language
becomes more clear to the ear and to the eye with time -
sheep that seem to be animal versions of those lilies that
neither spin nor toil - in the old wooden fences wending adrift
from the line they are meant to follow along the boundaries of
the field, in the willows that grow too heavy for themselves and
fall during great storms to form romantic and inviting shapes.

Wandering under the low wide dome of a remarkable tranquil
sunset, I often follow the neglected footpaths along dikes,
large and small. One day the following idea came to me.
Why, if we have countryside crisscrossed with canals and
smaller waterways, do we call them sewers and let them go
rough with weeds when other places, having similar attributes,
are world famous for their beauty and recreational use?
Thinking of Venice, of Amsterdam and of the tributaries of the
Thames near Oxford, I realised, all at once, that we could do
something similar here in our own unique place.

Should we consider planting high handsome trees on the
larger waterways? There are some on either side of the
bridge at Bilsington offering an example. We haven't got
mown banks planted with flowers or meadow areas strewn
with wild ones but we could have them. The existing footpaths
could be better maintained and made easier of access. Why
not beaches along the Royal Military Canal? Could there be
rowing boats, civilised bathing areas, not to mention
houseboats, an open air cafe or a quiet country pub or two?

There are so many waterways that most could be kept for
wildlife while others, some of the larger ones, might be

developed, especially those where there are already
established footpaths, for the better enjoyment of a discerning
public. Imagine ducks and other water fowl. Imagine large
outdoor sculptures. And we could encourage the cultivation of
flowers, herbs for cooking and desirable medicinal plants on
local agricultural land. These might perfume the air, already
sometimes sweet with damp or fresh with salt.

There is widespread interest in horticulture, an army of
volunteers and environmentalists, farmers willing to cooperate.
It is acknowledged that Romney Marsh is a special place. It
would be a fine thing to create a garden of England in the
Garden of England. Our quality of life would improve and
there would be economic benefits. More visitors of a desirable
kind would be attracted here as well as people from the
Continent who might like to come through a superb doorway
to the wider UK. I believe that over time we would improve
our resident population profile and that this would benefit the
burgeoning cultural centre that is Folkestone.

When to water
Ideally water plants early in the morning,
to avoid evaporation loss during the day.
On warm summer days, evening watering
is also likely to be effective, the dry soil
soaking it in readily and low humidity at
night reducing risk of disease.

To determine the need for watering,
inspect the soil at a spade's depth. If the
soil feels damp, there is unlikely to be any
need to water, but if it is dry, then
watering is probably required for some
plants.

Be aware that clay soils can feel damp
even when all available water has been
used and that sand soils can feel dry
even if some water is available. The only
way around this is to develop experience
in matching the observed state of an
individual garden’s soil to the growth rate
of the plants. Wilting is usually preceded
by changes in leaf position and darkening
of leaf colour.

For plants in pots, the compost looking
paler or feeling dry to the touch and the
pot becoming lighter in weight (and
consequently more prone to blowing
over) are all signs that the compost is
beginning to dry and is in need of water.

How to water
It is better to water the garden before
drought really sets in, to keep the soil
moisture levels even and avoid soil
moisture deficits building up.

Once drought has set in, it is futile to try
and remedy this by light watering over a
wide area. Light watering may encourage
surface rather than deep roots, leaving
plants more susceptible to drought.
Instead, make a single thorough watering
of the plants that are suffering. Try to
water in the cool of the evening or the
very early morning, so that less water is
lost immediately to evaporation.

Watering should never be carried out
where drainage is poor, as adding water
will do more harm than good. Roots are
very susceptible to airless conditions,

particularly when the soil is warm in
summer.

How much water to apply
Light sandy soils need watering more
frequently than heavy soils, but less
water can be applied at each watering.
Heavier, clay-based soils can be watered
less frequently, but need heavier
applications of water because they hold
more water within their structure.

A clay soil in which plants are wilting
might need 81 litres per sq metre (17.5
gallons per 10 sq ft), and a sandy soil in
which plants are wilting might need 60
litres per sq metre (12.2 gallons per 10 sq
ft).

In practice, gardeners are unlikely to
regularly let the soil get so dry that plants
are wilting, so less water is required.
Water can also be saved by applying it to
the base of the plant rather than over a
wide area. As a general guide, up to 24
litres per sq metre (5.2 gallons per 10 sq
ft) every seven to 10 days will be
sufficient to maintain plant growth.

Methods of watering
Sprinklers: These have only limited use in
gardens, mainly to water the lawn where
this is essential, and to raise the moisture
level of unplanted areas.

Hoses and watering cans: Most garden
watering should be aimed specifically at
the stem bases beneath the foliage
canopy, leaving the surrounding soil dry.
This helps to limit weed problems and
ensures all the water goes where it is
needed.

Seep hoses: These hoses or pipes with
holes in them deliver water accurately to
established plants and plants in rows.
They can be hidden beneath soil or
mulch, which also avoids evaporation
losses. They work best on heavy soil
where the water spreads further sideways
as it sinks than on lighter soils.

Automated irrigation systems: To save
time and labour, watering cans and hoses

can be replaced by drip or trickle
irrigation systems. Only the root zone or
top 60cm (2ft) of soil should be wetted -
water that penetrates deeper will be
inaccessible to most plant roots.
Suppliers can advise on installation of
these systems. See for example, Access
Irrigation, Garden Systems, or LBS
Horticulture.

Tips for economical watering
Know your plant's watering
requirement:

Established trees and shrubs do not
generally need watering, as they have
such wide-ranging roots that they are
drought-proof. But their growth may be
improved by watering when they are
under drought-stress
Trees and shrubs planted less than five
years ago have increased water
requirements and may suffer drought-
stress without watering
Newly sown or newly planted areas are
very vulnerable to water-stress, and
watering these should be high priority
Herbaceous perennials often need
watering to boost their performance in
hot, dry spells. Plant choice is crucial if
you want to achieve a drought-proof
border. See our advice on drought-
resistant plants for more on plant choice
Edible produce yields and quality are
greatly improved by watering at times
when drought stress would affect the part
of the plant that is gathered. Leafy crops
such as lettuce and spinach should never
be short of water. Onions require little or
no watering. Most other crops need
watering at sowing and transplanting
time, and then again as the fruits, roots or
tubers are developing. It is also a good
idea to give a single, thorough watering
about two weeks before harvest
Lawns require great quantities of water
for thorough irrigation, and this is a
questionable use of a scarce resource for
any other than high quality lawns or
sports turf. Instead of watering in dry
periods, mow less closely and less
frequently. Brown patches usually recover
when the autumn rains return

Susie Coupar gives us some
Handy Tips

Gardening Green Fingers For June
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By Vince Shell

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!

I f y ouhaveaBu lkLPGTankbut are not yet
a valued customer of ours –

isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has -or is about to expire,

contact us for a no obligationquote
and survey before winterstarts.
Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex

We do all the work for youwithoutcharge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.

bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

Communities given cash
boost

Communities and good causes around Magnox sites
benefitted from over £1 million in funding during
2019/20 from the company’s socio-economic scheme.

The scheme aims to help build sustainable communities
around former nuclear power stations, and mitigate the
impact decommissioning those sites has on the
surrounding communities. The funding is provided by the
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA).

During 2019-2020, Magnox provided almost £25,000 to a
number of projects in communities near Dungeness A
Site, including:

Ongoing annual contribution of £20,000 towards
supporting a co-ordinator, over three years, for the
Romney Marsh Partnership Group, which focuses on
improving the regional economy. The partnership,
established in 2012, includes, among others, Kent County
Council, Folkestone & Hythe District Council, Ashford
Borough Council) and Rother District Councils, East
Sussex County Council, Dungeness Site Stakeholder
Group, the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, New
Romney Coastal Communities team and Magnox.

Six community organisations benefitted from Magnox’s
Good Neighbour funding during the year, including the
purchase of CPR manikins for Romney Marsh
Community First Responders to help teach life-saving
skills; various workshops, including lantern-making for the
winter Light Up New Romney Community Lantern Parade;
the purchase of traditional board and electronic games for
a youth club; and an electronic device and accessories to
support MIND mental health work across the Romney
Marsh. The Good Neighbour scheme provides Magnox
support of up to £1,000 for local projects.

Meanwhile, opening of the Cinemarsh, a 48-seat state-of-
the-art cinema in New Romney, based at the Marsh
Academy, has been delayed from April due to the
coronavirus restrictions. When the situation allows and the
cinema is able to open its doors, the cinema is expected
to provide employment, volunteering and work experience.
Magnox committed £50,000 towards the project in 2017.

Cinema programmer Oliver Stally said: “Magnox are the
longest running supporter of the Cinemarsh project.
Magnox understood our vision and the importance of the
project for the local area when the idea was first being
formed. They not only supported us financially, but
through their vast knowledge of the local area and helped
us build the project to what it is today. We currently have
one full-time member of staff and have three volunteers
ready to start. The volunteering positions are based
around their needs and designed to help build their
skillsets to progress professionally or socially in the
community. As soon as social distancing is reduced to a
level that makes it safe for us to open, we will be hiring
additional staff to support the project with hours and roles
that support the needs of the local community through this
difficult time.”

Paul Wilkinson, Dungeness A Site Director, said: “We are
very pleased to be able to support the communities in which
we work by funding projects and schemes that help
encourage and develop education and skills, social
infrastructure and sustainable employment.We have helped
a number of organisations and charities to achieve their
goals by providing finances and support, and it is our joint
intention to make sure that our socio-economic support
continues to achieve the greatest possible impact. We have
also worked closely with a number of our stakeholders who
are active in the community to achieve this.We also
recognise the importance of being a good neighbour in the
communities we operate in, and would encourage smaller
organisations to apply to us for support for things like sports
shirts and nursery equipment.”

Magnox and the NDA work together to support a wide range
of projects, from large transformational schemes that receive
multi-year funding to equipment for education and skills
development.

The Gentleman - Cert 18
Guy Ritchie is back and on familiar territory with a film which
would easily sit alongside 'Lock Stock and Two Smoking
Barrels' and 'Snatch' as a trilogy and while there are many
comparisons between the aforementioned The Gentlemen is
still a welcome addition.

Like Lock Stock and Snatch the strength of the Gentlemen
lies in a Tarantino-esque style story line with twists, turns and
double crosses galore but the real strength is the characters
that leave the story playing second fiddle. Ritchie may have
progressed his career and added films like Sherlock Holmes,
The Man from U.N.C.L.E, King Arthur: Legend of the Sword
and more recently Aladdin but he knows his audience and
the language is as fruity as ever.

The story follows American Mickey Pearson who has used
his time at Oxford to build a huge drug business using the
estates of Britain's wealthiest families to cover his
operations. When Mickey considers selling his empire his
attempts are thwarted by a possible buyer, a Chinese
gangster, a tabloid editor out for revenge and a shady private
eye. What follows is a mad dash as everyone tries to take
their own piece of Pearson's wealth and empire. The
dialogue is fast and littered with language befitting of the
London Underworld and not for the ears of impressionable
minors or nannas. There is also the inevitable mishaps
notably people accidentally falling out of windows but don't
worry there is a happy ending?

A star studded cast, Matthew McConaughey, Michelle
Docherty, Henry Golding, Charlie Hunnam and Eddie
Marsden, predictably deliver. The stand out performances
come from Colin Farrell in a check tracksuit as the razor
sharp, witty, fast thinking and fast talking, boxing coach
called, well, Coach, who seems to be one step ahead of

everyone at all times. Then there is the perennial 'posh boy'
Hugh Grant playing a sleazy and shady, slightly camp,
private eye who is looking for a big pay day, a nice whisky
and a steak as he looks to blackmail Pearson, which he
intends to do through Pearson's number two Ray.

This is Ritchie doing what he does best and not
disappointing. All in all this is 113 minutes of fun, violence,
bad language, but then again what else would you expect.

13 Reasons Why - Cert 18

If you haven't seen this 4 series long drama on Netflix it is
worth giving it a go. The subject matter is strong but it is well
acted by a largely unknown cast.

It is a slow burner but takes time to tell a clever story that is
well thought out and delivered. It will leave you thinking and
although I didn't think it would last 4 series I'm glad it did as
it allowed the development of it's main characters and the
pain, guilt they endure due to a series of events. Think the
butterfly effect and you will understand better.

I don't want to give anything away and this won't be
everyone's cup of tea but it is worth a watch.
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whilst in lockdown
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FOOD SHOPS
Savages Greengrocers, New Romney, 01797-363280. Can
supply: Fruit, Vegetables, Potatoes, Eggs, 1pt fresh semi
skimmed milk, own brand jams & pickles. Payment; Cash or
Cheque on Delivery.
Premier New Romney, 01797- 362358. Free delivery locally.
McColls, Lydd, 01797-320836, Open 7am-8pm 7 days a week.
Romney Marsh Butchers, New Romney, 01797-362376.
Delivery Fridays only. Order must be placed by Thursday
Morning. Minimum order £20.
Lydd Butchers, 01797-320249.
Aldington Fresh Foods & Dymchurch Butchers, 01233-
721673 for further information.
Boathouse Fisheries, St. Mary’s Bay, 01303-488441. Order
before 12 p.m for next day delivery, no minimum order. Pay by
card over the phone and we will delivery to your doorstep on a
non-contact basis. Opening hours 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Mon-Sat.
Please place your order and once we have weighed and put it
together, we will give you a call to take payment. Your delivery
will arrive with an itemised bill so that you can see exactly what
you have spent. Available fresh fish, shellfish, fish cakes, Quiche,
Eggs, some frozen fish dishes, limited vegetables, please ask for
full range of items.
M & M Richardson Fresh Fish Shop, Dungeness, 01797-
320789. Selling fresh, smoked and shell fish, as well as honey,
eggs and potatoes. We are happy to deliver free of charge to the
local area. Ring the shop on to place an order, payments can be
taken over the phone.
Bank Farm, Aldington. Giant Vending Machine, that you pay for
by credit card, containing, Eggs, milk, cakes, Jam, Vegetables,
honey, Bacon and much more open 24hrs a day.

CHEMISTS
New Romney Pharmacy, 01797-458001. Deliver to medical
housebound. For older and at-risk persons, if you telephone and
let them know you are coming and what they require, park in car
park behind the shop they will bring delivery out to you.
Lloyds Pharmacy, New Romney, 01797-362180. Services as
normal, Now opening at 10 a.m.
Well Pharmacy, Greatstone, 01797- 362997. Can only deliver to
people already registered.
Lydd Pharmacy, 01797-320231. Can only deliver to people
already registered.
Ferris Pharmacy, Dymchurch, 01303-872144. Will now close at
1 p.m. on Saturdays.

HOT FOOD DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Romney Marsh Day Centre, 01797-363888. Daily hot meal
delivery, + sandwich tea if required. Delivery across Romney
Marsh. Please call us set up meal delivery.
Beach 48, Dymchurch, 01303-874848. Available Monday to
Saturday 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. No delivery charge to Dymchurch, St
Marys Bay & Burmarsh.
Fredi’s Grill & Taverna, Old Romney, 07484-213850. For
freshly prepared hot and cold take away.
Bakery64, New Romney, 01797-363050. For hot and cold take
away food.
The City of London, Dymchurch, 01303-873979. Bakery Home
Delivery Mon-Sat or collection between 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Mon-
Sat. Phone before 9 p.m. for next day delivery. Includes Bread,

Rolls, Cakes, scones, meat pies, sausage rolls. Hot & cold
food as well as drinks available to takeaway. Menu
available on our Facebook page.
The Pilot, Dungeness, 01797-320314. A take away and
delivery service for customers between 12 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Drinks will also be available for takeaway. Deliveries are
subject to a minimum order of £40 and a maximum
distance of 6 miles.
Newchurch House Restaurant, 01303-872553. Take out
Service: Wed – Sun 12 p.m. -6 p.m. Collection only, starter
£2.50 main course £5. Sundays Roast dinner only.
Rod and Line Fish Bar, Littlestone, 01797-363059. 11.30
a.m. to 8 p.m. Also delivery service from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Kerry’s Kitchen, Lydd, 07824-876888. For deliveries &
collections covering Lydd & surrounding areas. Weds 4–8
p.m. Midweek roasts with all the trimmings. Fridays 4-8
p.m. Selection of Great British classic dishes. Sats 10
a.m.-2 p.m. The great British Breakfast. Suns 12-6 p.m. All
day Breakfast Boxes & traditional Sunday roasts with all
the trimmings.

ELECTRICAL
Foord’s, St. Mary’s Bay, 01303-872656. We can supply all
domestic appliances and electrical goods. Although the
shop is closed we are able to take orders over the phone
and are able to deliver.

WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS etc.
John Pearson Appliance repairs, 07756-902941.
Martin Chamberlain Electrical services, 07725-855688
for electrical emergencies.
D K Electrical Services, 01797-721036 / 07786-240137.

DIY AND IRONMONGERS
Rolfes, New Romney, 01797-363192. Payment cash on
delivery or card over the phone when ordering.
BILT Building Merchants, Littlestone, 01797-363633.
Can deliver locally - For all your DIY, decorating, gardening
and building needs.

MISCELLANEOUS
Channel Cars, Folkestone, 01303-252252. Will have a
couple of cars based on the Marsh each day until midnight.
Geoff’s Cars, 07725-028852. Covers the Romney Marsh
The Computer Lady, New Romney, 01797-363385 or
07802-470675. Until further notice the shop will only be
open Mon - Fri. Please call us with any issues as we can
do a lot remotely and will arrange to pick up/ drop off if we
need to.
Romney Marsh Brewery Ltd, Littlestone, 01797-362333.
Local home deliveries, 5 litre real ale boxes. £20,
delivered.

LOOKING AFTER YOUR PETS
That Pet Shop, New Romney, 01797-367169. Deliveries
Tues,Wed and Thurs evenings.
Let’s Go Walkies, New Romney, 07930-120432. Delivers
Tues, Wed, Fri and Sats.
Cinque Port Vets, Lydd, 01797-321771. Service as
normal.
Barrow Hill Vets, New Romney, 01797-363177. Service
as normal.

LYDD CLUB DAY
This year for the first time since 1947, Lydd Club Day
will not be held. Here are some reminders of Club Day
in bygone years.



We are proud to relocate our Head Office to Station Approach, Littlestone, New Romney TN28 8LU


