
Three-
hundred jobs
go to secure
ongoing Saga

by Andrew South

The largest employer in
the district and one of the
largest in Kent, Saga, is to
axe around 300 jobs as a
result of trading difficulties
caused unsurprisingly by
the Covid-19 pandemic.
The specialist travel and
insurance giant for the
over-50s employs
thousands of staff at its
Norman Foster-designed
building in Sandgate’s
Enbrook Park and at its
Middleburg Square
premises in Folkestone.
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HYTHE - NO PRIDE

By Jan Holben
Each year during the month of June you will
see the Pride flag in all its colourful glory,
representing the diversity within the gay
community, proudly raised high in the air
signifying support for the LGBTQIA+
community. This year Gay Pride events and
festivals, as with previous years, were
planned to take place towards the end of
June – but, sadly, COVID-19 put paid to all
public events, including Pride. It was thought,
that the LGBTQIA+ flag could at least be
flown on the Hythe town flagpole – but that
too was not to be - and word spread quickly
on social media that the flagpole had been
declared off limits!

Going back some weeks it had been formally
proposed at the Hythe town council meeting,
and with a narrow majority agreed, that the

Pride Rainbow flag should be allowed to fly
from the town flagpole to recognise and
celebrate Pride month in June.

Following this agreement, Hythe council
officers prepared to hoist the flag – to find
that when they made their way to the
alleyway to access the town flagpole – the
alleyway gate was locked. Rumour quickly
spread on social media that the access gate
had been deliberately locked by Cllr Paul
O’Connor who, it was said, did not support
the gay movement.

A second attempt by council officers was
made to hoist the flag – this time it was found
that the flagpole rope had been cut, making it
impossible to hoist the Rainbow flag, or any
flag for that matter. Disappointed and in
defiant mood not wanting to be beaten, the



Rainbow flag was eventually draped out
of the town hall window where, in early
July it still hangs.

When approached for a statement about
this Cllr O’Connor said: “I strongly refute
the idea that I have been deliberately
obstructive – the alleyway door is
normally kept locked to protect my
vulnerable (and shielded) tenants who
also use that alleyway to access their
front door.”

It is thought that the flagpole rope may
have been cut by a person who could
have climbed over the rear wall (which
is accessed by a side gate) into the tiny
courtyard, used for storage of builders
odds and ends including a ladder, plus
tenants’ rubbish bins. And it would have
been possible for that person to use the
ladder to reach and cut the flagpole
rope.

This situation has caused an uproar in
the local LGBTQIA+ community at a
time when they would normally be
coming together to celebrate Pride and
Support for all parts of the queer
community. And many local people
following this saga are outraged and
saddened by what appears to be an act
of intolerance during what is an
especially difficult time for all
communities.

Cllr O’Conner has been called names
and had threats made to him, and
recently received hate mail too.
Rumours have circulated on social
media blaming Cllr O’Connor, with many
comments being vitriolic and nasty. Cllr
O’Connor has said that members of his
family have seen the rumours being
spread on social media blaming him for
the situation, and they have expressed

concern for his safety and the welfare of
his wife who works in a local charity
shop. They urged him to report the hate
mail to the police – which he had done.

After the failed attempts to raise the flag
– a motion was brought to Hythe Town
council on 2nd July to discuss the
possibility of a second flagpole to be
placed centrally and which could be
used for all sorts of community groups
such as Hythe Festival, Brownies,
Dementia Awareness and other similarly
important groups, however after an
unfocused and meandering discussion
on the issue the motion was voted down
as an unnecessary spend at this time.

During this council meeting an
emotional Cllr Wade attempted to lay
blame with Cllrs Deardon, Owen and

Major Miles saying that in his opinion
they had not supported the Pride flag
flying – citing their ‘maintained silence’
in email exchanges between councillors
about this subject. This drew strong
condemnation from Cllr Deardon who
said these claims were atrocious and he
requested that they be withdrawn, with
an apology to him and the other two
councillors. He went on to say that as a
matter of record, he had supported and
voted for the Pride flag to be flown. Cllr
Deardon reminded councillors that
private email exchanges are the wrong
place for these discussions – and the
proper place is at the full council
meeting where members of the public
present can hear the points of view
being discussed as it happens or via
zoom recordings.

At the start of the meeting when
members of the public were allowed to
speak (Folkestone Town councillor)
Jackie Meade claimed that the restricted
access to the flagpole had been
deliberate and that this action had
drawn shock and horror from around the
world. Following these allegations by
Jackie Meade, Ashley Tanton thanked
Hythe Town council for supporting the
Pride flag being flown – and put forward
the sensible suggestion that perhaps it
would be possible to either; formalise
access to the flagpole or alternatively to
resite the flagpole to another part of the
building.

Hythe town council have pledged to look
into what happened – and until the
Police have concluded their
investigation no flags will be flown from
the flagpole.

EDITOR’S WORD
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The business suspended its cruise ship operations in
March, and in June revealed that it had begun the
process of refunding £44 million to cruise customers due
to the travel restrictions imposed to prevent the spread of
the virus.

Saga had started a wider review of the company’s
business in 2019, and it is believed this move forms part
of that process.

On requesting a statement from the company’s press
office, we were provided with an e-mail address for one of
the press officers, only to receive the following responset:

“Thank you for making contact with the Saga
Press Office.

I have now left the business. Please send all
enquiries through to our agency using the email
addresses below.”

So it seems the axe may have already fallen on at least
one of the company’s departments…
However, the following statement arrived promptly from
the Headland Consultancy in London:

“As part of our ongoing focus on improving
efficiency within the business and against the
backdrop of the continued suspension of travel
due to COVID-19, we have started a process that
will see a number of colleagues leave Saga. We
appreciate this will be a difficult time for all of our
colleagues and are focused on ensuring they
receive all the support they need.”

The company is hoping that the redundancies will result
in a £20m reduction in costs in addition to other savings.
This is just one result of the pandemic which has had
catastrophic consequences for the travel and holiday
industry worldwide.

Both of Saga’s new cruise ships are laid up in port for at least
the next 2 months

This Editor’s Word is more of a personal comment, for this
edition anyway. I was recently asked why I was not so vocal
on Facebook, Twitter and other social media platforms over
the past 12 months. I was asked if I was behaving myself
now that I am on the council. I answered no, so I thought I
would explain the reason here.
Over the past 11 years that I have enjoyed social media, I
have joined some amazing groups and also made some
friends. I have had numerous debates on a wide range of
issues, expressing my own personal point of view. And that
is where the problem starts…
It’s only ‘my point of view’, one of millions. Some people post
things to get lots of people, many they will not even know, to
‘like’ their comments, a sort of vote of confidence. The
problem comes when someone, who in our free democratic
society, has an opposing view. And not only do they put it,
but they actively denounce not only your view, but then go on
to attack you and not only your opinion, but your whole
existence. However, this does not stop there as they then go
on to impart their opinion of you to other ‘sad trolls’ who jump
on the band wagon.
I learned a valuable lesson last year, when I posted about a
horrible road accident that I witnessed just after it happened.
The passenger in the car which caused the accident was in a
very bad condition. I said that perhaps if some of the
teenagers who raced around the Marsh saw the
consequences of the accident, it might slow them down.
At first I had a number of people agreeing with me. Then
someone who I did not know made one false comment
stating, “typical - a bad accident and David Wimble is there
taking pictures for his ******* magazine!”. The fact is that at
no point did I take any pictures, and for that matter, publish
anything about it. But then the trolling really began with over
300 comments mainly from people who I did not know,
stating what a vile individual I was, and one person stating
that if he saw me in the street he would let his fists do the
talking.
At first I did start to explain that the whole post was taken out
of context and they were reacting to someone else’s quote
and opinion, and they were not going to let the facts get in
the way of a good crusade. But I came to the conclusion that
you can’t argue with stupid or moronic people!
It seems that we all have to take sides these days. I support
Arsenal but it does not make them better than Chelsea or
Tottenham (well maybe Tottenham), but it’s a game. You
can’t win every game or there would be no fun. In the same
way that I make some mistakes and am not always right, but
does that give others the right to attack me? Which is why I
keep a low profile in social media these days.
When you read our lead story and see how certain
individuals have reacted without knowing the facts, it makes
you ask why anyone would want to stand for local councils?
Especially when they get attacked not only within the council
but from a world-wide online community who only know one
side of the story? It’s a form of bullying and I totally oppose
any form of bullying, no matter the subject. All I ask from
anyone is to respect others, and treat them in the way you
would like to be respected. Rant over!
Enjoy this edition and please let us know your views on any
of our stories.

David Wimble
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Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com 01303 232575 01797 363399

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Confusion over
High Street
parking

by David Wimble
Hythe residents have been bemused by
what was said as an ‘under the radar,
overnight parking strategy’ by the District
Council, as people had parking tickets
placed on their cars in parking areas that
have traditionally been free at the west end
of the High street.
One of the reasons given for the
experimental measure was that it allows for
better social distancing, with one
anonymous trader saying: “this is a bloody
stupid idea - it’s one thing making sure that
people are safe when visiting the shops,
but when the shops have to shut because
there is no free parking, and we cannot get
our deliveries dropped off, then it’s counter-
productive!”
The enforcement ban has already meant
that many people have been slapped with

£50 parking fines,
which are reduced to £25

if paid within seven days.
Hythe’s Green Party Kent
County Councillor, Martin

Whybrow, explained the
thinking behind the
new measures:

“The extension of the
pedestrianisation and the
temporary removal of
parking from 10am to 4pm
is for a trial period, and is
intended to make the High
Street as safe as possible
for everyone. Many parts of
it have narrow pavements,
queues build up outside a
number of establishments,
such as the two pharmacies,
the post office, Iceland and
the Nationwide, often from
early in the day, and it would
not be possible to follow
central government guidelines for
social distancing without freeing up
space.”
He concedes that there is no
perfect solution at a time when we
continue to be affected by a pandemic,
but insists that safety has to be the first
priority.

“The extension was requested for this
reason by Hythe Business and Tourism
Association. I know that HBTA did as much
as possible to contact traders to try to
gauge their opinions, but this was at a time
when the High Street was physically closed
so it was a challenge. HBTA worked
alongside committee members of Hythe
Civic Society and those Hythe Town
Councillors who put themselves forward to
be part of a High Street working group.
Indeed, the plan for the western end of the
High Street was refined as a direct result of
feedback from the traders here.
“Certainly some businesses felt that an
extension could be the difference between

succeeding and
failing in these
exceptionally difficult
times, allowing them
where appropriate to
expand onto the
pavement from 10am
to 4pm, and creating a
longer period than
before for people to be
able to socially
distance.

“We made a
commitment to
review the

arrangements after six
weeks, which seems

very sensible to me. There
are different opinions, this is totally
uncharted water, but everyone has
the same aim, surely - a vibrant
High Street where residents and
visitors feel safe and where traders

are given the best possible chance to
survive and thrive.”

JAM rolls on in virtual
format for Covid-hit
summer

In a summer hit by the virus
which has left us bereft of
immensely popular events in
our district such as the
Hythe Festival and New
Romney Country Fayre, the
annual JAM on the Marsh
team is offering an
ambitious programme of
entertainment – albeit in a
virtual format.

Ed Armitage and wife Sarah
have been the inspirational
backbone of the JAM Festivals
over the last few years,
presenting multi-arts events
against the backdrop of
Romney Marsh’s unique
churches, landscape and heritage.

“We knew back in March that it looked likely that we were
reluctantly going to have to cancel this year’s event, and at
first we thought that was it for this year,” Ed told The Looker
during a Zoom conference call. “But the more we thought
about it, the more we worked out that another way was
possible.

“We realised that JAM was receiving in the region of 250,000
social media hits, so we had a huge ready-made audience for
a virtual event. This meant that we wouldn’t be restricted by
just the live performances, but that we could present the JAM
concerts and exhibitions to anyone anywhere in the world!”

The result will be nine classical concerts and three stunning

exhibitions held over ten days from August 6th-16th. Organisers
and performers have just moved into St. Leonard’s Church in
Hythe, to begin the process of recording the concerts, which
will be broadcast at 7.30pm each day from August 7th.

Festival highlights will include the world premiere of Paul
Mealor’s Piano Concerto specially commissioned piece to
celebrate the wonders of Romney Marsh, and performed by
the London Mozart players; the Gesualdo Six performing the
Gabriel Fauré: Requiem with new poetry by Grahame Davies;
and British Jazz from Onyx Brass amongst other amazing
musical offerings.

Visitors to Dymchurch beach in 2019 will remember the
extraordinary beach artistry exhibited by Jon Foreman, and
one of the three virtual exhibitions will feature Lydd’s Carsten
Birkebaek’s aerial drone photography of the sensational

artworks; our own Susan Pilcher reveals her ‘Confessions of a
Night Owl’ in her photographic exhibition; and Tristan Fewings
displays his unique interpretation of Marsh images. The
exhibitions will be available to visit from August 6th.
The JAM organisers have produced a short promotional video
narrated by actress Jane Shearsmith, which can be found on
the JAM concert website (www.jamconcert.org) or on our own
website (www.thelooker.co.uk).

“This will bring a whole new dimension to our annual JAM
Festival, with people all over the world being able to enjoy
amazing performances from our special corner of Kent,” adds
Ed Armitage.

The JAM concert also provides full details of the virtual event
line-up, but we shall bring you a comprehensive preview of the
goodies on offer, as well as some words from a few of the
performing artists in our next issue on July 29th.
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Telephone:
0800 032 2699

T: 01797 342196
M: 07928534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,

New Romney TN29 9RN
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“Aggregates
more important
than people”
claims Lydd
resident

by Andrew South

The otherwise merry men and women
of Robin Hood Lane in Lydd have
become so irate about the scale and
volume of traffic passing along their
road which was not built for such a
purpose, that one of its band has
produced a video capturing the
conditions the residents live under.

Mike Wilkinson has been campaigning
for the last seven years for safety
improvements to the Lane, which was
originally built more than 100 years ago
by the Ministry of Defence to service the
military ranges. It was constructed
without proper foundation on a bed of
aggregate, and not with the intention of
accommodating regular convoys of 40-
tonne lorries with trailers carrying
material from the gravel pits.

In time, the road passed into the
ownership of the Highways Department
of Kent County Council, but little has
been done to the road aside from
sporadic superficial re-surfacing.

“There is no viable pavement on this
road, there is no street-lighting, which
makes the Lane potential lethal at night,
and the noise and vibrations from these
massive lorries are causing cracks in the

walls and driveways – as well as the
road itself,” Mike told me when I visited
Robin Hood Lane last week. The
amount of traffic and its proximity
coming at you on a road without a
pavement is disconcerting to say the
least. It is not hard to imagine how grim
this road would be on a winter’s evening
in virtual pitch darkness, with its uneven
edge to the road and the wind blowing
the rain into your face. Even in broad
daylight, the backdraft from the huge
gravel-carrying lorries would pull the
unwary into their slipstream.

In the years since 1978 when Mike
moved to his house in the Lane, he has
seen the dramatic increase in the
volume and size of the vehicles using
what must have once been a quiet
country lane. Now retired from a career
in road-haulage and engineering, he is
well placed to understand the historic
technical failings of the carriageway, and
what it is expected to cope with in the
21st century.

“I counted 96 vehicles racing past during
the 30 minutes I was filming the video
last week – no-one takes any notice of
the 30mph speed limit, and a speed-
watch operation we undertook showed
this to be the sixth worst blackspot for
speeding in the county,” he told me
despairingly.

However, the response from KCC’s
Highways Department leaves little hope
that anything will be done to help these
beleaguered Lydd residents in the short-
term. It seems that if no-one has actually
been the victim of a traffic accident, then
the road falls outside the Department’s
criteria for prioritisation, despite one
resident having their garden wall on a

bend in the road being subject to three
vehicle collisions.

“To help prioritise resources and funding,
KCC utilises crash data collected by
Kent Police, for all recorded injury
related crashes on the public highway,”
responded KCC’s Planning & Delivery
Technician, Diane Hanshaw to the
residents’ pleas for help.

“Along Robin Hood Lane there is no
such pattern; there has only been one
slight accident on the roundabout at the
eastern end of the Lane, and no
personal injury crash recorded for
Harden Road. It is therefore very difficult
to prioritise this site against a number of
areas across the County.

“Unfortunately, as this road is the only
route to the gravel quarry, it would
therefore not be suitable for a weight
restriction. KCC has also been informed
that this is the evacuation route for the
Marsh in case of a flood or nuclear
event.

“We have been informed that the re-
surfacing team has inspected the road
and they have marked up a few areas
for reactive works, along with the void
around a gulley which was also
reported, and these will be completed in
due course.”

However, Mike and the residents of
Robin Hood Lane will continue their
safety campaign – a second horror film
is already being planned by Mike.
Perhaps this is a prime example where
taking from the rich to give to the poor
may actually have some positive
consequence.

Sandgate Archive Goes
Global
by Society Chairman Sal Kenward

The Sandgate Society archive team have been working for
several years on a project to digitise and put on-line our
extensive archive of documents and photographs. The project
preserves and safe keeps this physical archive and
transforms visitor access by storing it on the web so that it is
only a ‘click’ away.

We are pleased to say that we have now achieved this and
proudly invite you to visit our new archive website. https://
sandgatesociety.com/archive.

We are also delighted to now be included in the National
Archives – a prestigious honour and we can now be sourced
globally through this medium.

The digital archive will take you on a journey through the
history of Sandgate village from its own Castle, built by Henry
V111 between 1539-1540 and visited by Queen Elizabeth 1;
the thriving shipbuilding industry started in the 1700s; to the
Napoleonic Wars and two World Wars, including a local
Victoria Cross recipient. Add to this tales of smugglers and
underground passages and over 30 pubs combined with a
rich heritage of buildings and a cast of historical figures who
have lived in the village, including H G Wells, William
Wilberforce and Sir John Moore, and you have an archive
which is well worth visiting!

An on-line exhibition of the Martello Towers in the village has
also just been launched.

Online queries about the archive are very welcome as are
personal visitors to our HQ at the grade II listed Old Fire
Station, Sandgate High Street (open Saturday mornings 10-
12.30pm) where a member of the archive team will be
available to assist when we are able to safely re-open.
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Behave yourselves in our
village!

by Andrew South

Sandgate Parish Council has issued an appeal
to residents and visitors to help in the battle
against anti-social behaviour, which continues
to blight the area’s open spaces and award-
winning sea-front. With the lockdown being
gradually lifted, and with hope that the
wonderful weather in June returns for the next
couple of months, there is obviously the desire
to be out on our lovely beach and in our parks,
the Council said.

However, there are the few that are spoiling this
new freedom for the majority, who litter our
parks and beach, cause criminal damage to
play equipment and totally flout the social
distancing rules that still apply.

“When we had the hot weather a couple of weeks ago, there
was a group of youngsters who started off on our beach,
made their way to the Coastal Park and ended up in Sandgate
Park,” new Chairman of Sandgate Parish Council, Tim Prater,
told The Looker. “The police kept trying to move them on, but
there’s only so much they can do.

“We’ve also had two or three ‘taggers’ who have attacked the
sea-front with their graffiti, but the same issue keeps recurring.
To borrow the Government’s new mantra it’s a bit like ‘whack-
a-mole’ where you stamp out the problem in one place, only
for it to re-appear somewhere else. There will always be an
element of these people – what happens if a hundred of them
gather outside a pub?”

Sandgate Parish Council is therefore asking for help from its
residents. It is trying to ensure that Sandgate remains litter
free, safe and clean and is liaising with Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, Veolia, the police and Kent Highways, but
unfortunately, it can only do so much.

“If you witness any anti-social activity taking
place, please dial 101 and directly report it,”
adds Cllr. Prater. “This way the police are able
to get someone to the site, but it also enables
them to keep a record of what is happening in
areas and target their resources appropriately.
But do please dial 999 in cases of emergencies
as always.”

The Parish Council is also asking residents and
visitors to set an example to those few who
spoil things for the rest of us and bin your litter,
put out barbecues safely (with gallons of sea
water for those on the beach), before putting
into bins - and of course maintain social

distance at all times.

It would be nice to think that this small minority of selfish
individuals may one day actually take responsibility for their
actions, and realise the futility of their behaviour and the
annoyance and distress it creates for the majority of decent
people.

Marsh farm businesses
opening with caution

by Andrew South

Romney Marsh Wools is an emblematic business on the
Marsh, reflecting the area’s great wool tradition, but
Rushfields Farm in Aldington has also diversified further
to help visitors enjoy the very best of our glorious
countryside. The Looker dropped in to find out how the
farm business has coped over the last four months, and
how they prepared for a relaxation of restrictions.

The Boulden family has been farming more than 3,000 acres
of Romney Marsh for at least six generations since the
1880s, and they are currently in the capable hands of Paul
and Kristina. It is a mixed arable and livestock enterprise
which seems to have more or less carried on as normal
during the lockdown period.

“The pandemic hasn’t really affected the farming side of the
business,” explained Paul. “There was a small drop in the
livestock auction market – there was a spike upwards and
then a spike downwards just after lockdown, but the main
problem has been communications with people outside the
immediate industry, such as insurance agencies. But we have
managed our day-to-day work – and the roads have been
quieter! We’ve had to work with respect to lockdown
regulations, which is fairly easy to do on a farm!”

Paul’s wife Kristina
established Romney Marsh
Wools in 2008 to
complement the farming
operation, and to capitalise
on the potential for products
made from Romney sheep
fleeces and their associated
oils, in particular lanolin.

“Romney Marsh sheep are
renowned the world over for
their hardiness, and their
wool is considered to be one
of the most adaptable
fleeces, and thanks to its
versatility, it is a popular
choice for knitting wool, yarn
and cloth,” says Kristina.

The lanolin is used to produce a range of high-quality
skincare products such as soaps, shampoo and hand-
creams, which reflect the sustainable and eco-friendly nature
of the Romney Marsh Wools merchandise.

Romney Marsh Wools’ place in the Marsh community’s
consciousness has been exemplified by the thousands who
turned out to enjoy the farm’s open days in April, 2018 and
2019, in support of the Royal Agricultural Benevolent
Institution, but the third running of the event this year was
inevitably cancelled. However, the business was determined
to still give people the chance to experience a ‘virtual’ open
day online.

“The event over the last two years proved really popular, so
we were really disappointed that we had to cancel this year’s
open day.” said Kristina. “We decided to hold a ‘virtual’ event
which people could join all day or visit the various local and
Kentish ‘stall-holders’ online. The response was amazing,
and although it wasn’t quite the same as being able to visit
the farm, it was the next best thing we could do – hundreds of
people joined us, and we repeated the virtual event on July
4th, which proved equally successful.”

The virtual open days provided ‘visitors’ with an opportunity to
see behind the scenes at the farm, with sheep-shearing in
operation and access to some of the finest food, drink and

craft businesses in the county. Both days can be viewed on
Romney Marsh Wools sites on Instagram, Twitter and
Facebook.

Like businesses in every sector, Kristina had to take stock
when the government announced a national lockdown on
March 23rd.

“My initial concern was inevitably for my finances. I wondered
how I was going to keep my staff and I knew that all my
events would be cancelled,” said Kristina. “We were really
fortunate that we fell within the criteria for government
support, and that grant-funding has seen us through to the
other side. I do know businesses which have fallen outside of
that criteria and they have really struggled.

“Although we lost all the events which have proved really
successful for us, our customers maintained their loyalty by
continuing to buy from our on-line shop, which has helped to

keep us going.”

But it wasn’t just
the Wools
business which
was affected at
Rushfields. In
2018, Kristina
installed two
Shepherd’s Huts
(Looker’s Huts
to us, dear
reader) to further
diversify the
business and

provide visitors with a ‘get-away-from-it-all’ break in the Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. But they remained empty until
the relaxation of lockdown regulations on July 4th, although it
is difficult to imagine anywhere which could be more isolated.

“We have had to put extra cleaning measures in place, and
allow more time between guests, and had to remove books,
magazines and games, but the Huts are completely self-
contained, so all people need to bring with them is just their
clothes really.”

It is difficult to imagine a break in more splendid isolation than
in this spot on the Marsh, not far from the Royal Military
Canal and in the lee of the hills, with extravagant open
countryside and spectacular skyscape. A perfect place to
direct friends or family for a stay when they visit!

It seems that the dark cloud of Covid-19 will be hanging over
us for some time yet, but with a little imagination – and no
little hard work – rural businesses are having to re-think how
they safeguard themselves for the future.

Further information about Romney Marsh Wool products -
and coverage of the Virtual Open Days - can be found at:
www.romneymarshwools.co.uk, and details of the Shepherd’s
Huts are at: www.romneymarshshepherdshuts.co.uk.

The Beckett family are this year’s
first visitors to the Shepherd’s Huts
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Being sensible does not
mean you can’t have fun
Folkestone & Hythe will take another step towards normality
this weekend, but residents and visitors are being urged to be
sensible when having fun.The shift in central government
guidance means additional businesses, including pubs and
hairdressers, re-opened on July 4th. However, social
distancing guidelines are still in effect to help reduce the risk
of further COVID-19 peaks.

And while the latest move is another important step for the
local economy – as well as for residents and visitors keen to
enjoy the area’s fantastic offerings – Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (F&HDC) is highlighting the importance of
personal responsibility.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC Cabinet Member for the District
Economy, said: “Naturally we’re delighted that more
businesses impacted by the pandemic are now in a position to
open their doors once again and I wish them every success.

“Our independent traders have shown extraordinary resilience
over the past few months and they have adapted their
premises to make them safe for themselves and the public.
Supporting them has never been more important so please
shop local.

“But everyone has a duty to behave responsibly – for
example, you don’t have to drink your local pub dry on day
one – so help protect yourselves and others by following the
guidelines.”

Play areas under the Council’s responsibility also re-opened
on July 4th.

Officers will be cleaning play equipment regularly, while safety
message signage has been erected to ensure equipment
across the district can be enjoyed by everyone.

Measures include requests for adults and children to wash
their hands regularly, and asking families to patiently wait their
turn during busy times to ensure social
distancing can be maintained.

Cllr John Collier, F&HDC Cabinet
Member for Property Management and
Grounds Maintenance, added: “This isn’t
a case of telling people they can’t have fun
– we know how keen people are to enjoy
themselves after what has been a difficult
spell.

“But it would be wrong to presume COVID-
19 has gone away and the need for social
distancing is going to vanish overnight.
Please follow the guidance to help the
district remain on the right path.”

Elsewhere the Folkestone town centre market has returned
and Folkestone Library is one of 12 libraries which were re-
opened by Kent County Council on July 13th. For more
information, visit www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk.

F&HDC has accessed approximately £100,000 from the
European Regional Development Fund (EDRF) as part of the
government’s COVID-19 business support package.

This has allowed the council to install social distancing
signage on the district’s high streets and popular destinations,
develop a business recovery toolkit with information for local
traders, and introduce an enhanced cleaning programme.

Cllr John Collier

New Romney Country
Fayre's going Virtual!

Saturday, 25th July 2020

July is here and it's now hit home that New Romney Country
Fayre won't be happening this year. Everyone on the
organising committee feels very sad, but we've come up with
an idea to keep the spirit of the event alive. So, this year, the
Fayre is going virtual and we need your help to make it a
success!

The event will be very different from usual, as all the coverage
will be on our Facebook page and website. And this is where
our community comes in, as we are asking all our supporters
to join in on Saturday 25th July as follows:

* Decorate your garden with bunting, take a picture
and send it to us to post on our Facebook page
* Take part in our Virtual Parade! This will start at
10.15am, but will be in your own gardens. Wear fancy dress
(maybe even to embrace our 2020 theme of Nursery Rhymes)
or perhaps play an instrument to become your own marching
band! Send us your pictures and we will award certificates for
the best dressed Virtual Parade Entrants!
* Recreate your favourite arena act, film it and send it
to us! This could be anything from a saucepan samba band,
a spot of cheerleading, children's races, or perhaps your
faithful hound could embark on some heel work to music!
We'll be featuring performances and messages from some of
our acts who were due to take part this year.
* If this is all a bit too energetic, then why not take part
in the Great Virtual Cream Tea to be held in your garden at
3.30pm

For more information, check out our website:
www.newromneycountryfayre.co.uk
and our Facebook page: newromneycountryfayre.
Please send your messages and any video clips by email to:
caroline.wire@btinternet.com,
kirstenaterry@gmail.com
and
blackadder1@btinternet.com so we can collate everything
and get it all published on the day. We hope the community
will get behind us and have some fun on the day too.

New Romney Country Fayre Committee
Tel: 01797 363981

Just to remind you a bit about the history of the Country
Fayre, we have a special report in Marsh Memories
explaining about some of the history of the event, which
the people of the Marsh are so proud of and which still
maintains the title of the ‘largest free event on the Marsh’.
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The Old School in Church Lane
New Romney is 200 years old this
year. The original part of the present
building was built on land given by Mrs
Sarah Children, and one of the first
National Schools in Kent opened within
a year. It has educated many
generations of local children and is
today, whilst no longer a school, an
important part of the town’s history,
culture and social activity.

After the transfer of all primary
school children to the new primary
school in Fairfield Road in 1974 the old
school building in Church Lane was
used by Shepway District Council as
offices till 1984. It then stood empty
and began to deteriorate badly. It was
feared that the old school would be
pulled down and the land redeveloped.
A public meeting was called and from
the depth of local feeling, affection and
concern for the old school from those

present, it was obvious that something
had to be done.

Out of this The Old School Trust
was formed consisting of a small group
of local people under the leadership of
the mayor at that time, Mrs. Stephanie
Alderton. All were determined to do
whatever they could to save the
building. There followed many years of
fund raising, application for grants and
events to raise money until in the year
2000, with the building fully restored, it
was again open to the local
community. The Old School is now
part Museum/Heritage Centre and part
Community Facility with rooms for hire
for events, groups or classes. (This of
course is in normal times, once the
Covid 19 crisis is over). We hope to
resume our Sunday afternoon
openings soon – please see website
for updates.

The year 2020 was to be a year
of special celebrations, community
events and old pupil and staff reunions.

It was planned over many months for
the 200th Anniversary by the Trustees,
and especially Ann Bidwell. However
Covid 19 has sadly meant a re-think
and events have been cancelled or
postponed. Meanwhile please visit our
lovely garden (staying socially
distanced) and you will see our 200th

Anniversary Flag proudly flying and the
beautiful 200th raised bed in the corner
by the gate. Once the building is able
to open again to visitors you will be
able to view the amazing new 200th

banner designed and sewn by ladies
from the Old School Sunday Sewing
Group. On sale we have some special
200th Anniversary mugs – price £5
each. We also have some DVD’s on
sale showing and telling the history of
the Old School – price £5.

If you would like to purchase a
mug or DVD or for more information
please contact Pat Goodsell at:
newromneyoldschooltrust@gmail.com
Tel 01797 458200

Website :
www.newromneyoldschool.co.uk

The Old School

1820 - 2020 Traveller site gets
the official stamp of
approval
Plans for a permanent campsite for
members of the traveller community on
Romney Marsh have been given the go
ahead after the planning application
went before Folkestone and Hythe
District Council.

The application sought permission to
build five static mobile homes, a
community hall and an access road on
in Old Romney.
The plans were put forward by the
Penfold family, who privately own the
plot and have been associated with the
Marsh for more than 50 years.

Cllr David Wimble (Ind) spoke in support
of the application during the virtual
planning meeting, held via Zoom last
week.

Cllr Wimble said the site was always
"immaculate", and that he was very
impressed when he visited it recently.
He praised the Penfold family, calling
them a "credit to the Marsh" and said
they are hardworking and well known
family with three businesses.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee (Con) also spoke
in support, and described the homes as
"sophisticated".

Planning documents had listed some
concerns with the project which had
been raised by consultees, including

flooding risk, noise coming from the
community hall and impact upon
ecology.

Other neighbours had however raised
no objection, with supporting arguments
including that the site will be well kept, it
meets the council's requirements and
that it provides an opportunity for
travellers to reside without being moved
on.

Members of the planning committee
unanimously voted in support of the
proposal.

The land will also make up part of
FHDC's permanent gypsy and traveller
pitches allocation, which is necessary
under the Places and Policies Local
Plan.

Other sites were considered by the
authority last year, during which time a
consultation was held, was the land at
New Romney was the only one
considered "suitable for development".

In a quote to The Looker Jesse Penfold
said: “I would like to thank David Wimble
for helping us right from the initial
enquiry and helping us with the planning
application. Many people would not
want to get involved with planning for a
gypsy or traveller site, but he really
worked hard to make sure we had the
best advice and supported our
application from the start.”



Damian Collins

Page 14 Page 15

Damian Collins

Our Man
In Westminster

Romney MarshTyres
Derek Linch -Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www .romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING
FREE
BALANCING

www.mediainabox.co.uk
01233 878233

TIMETO GET BUSINESS MOVING
We know times have been really tough on small businesses,
and now we all have to face a 'new' normal. At Media in a
Box we offer digital marketing solutions that REALLY work
including websites from just£495+VAT.

Get in contact and let'sget businessmoving together.

Railway supporters
chuffed to be back on
track
Despite overcast, and at times, wet weather supporters of one
of the South East’s largest visitor attractions re-opened in
historic style last weekend. There was a very strong message
“we’re steaming towards re-opening”. The Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway has been carefully following the latest
Government advice and guidance for leisure facilities, and
opened their doors once again on Saturday 4th July.

The two steam locomotives chosen for ‘back on track: re-
opening day’ were locomotive Number Two, Northern Chief
and locomotive Number Five, Hercules. Capturing the sense

of such a momentous occasion, these locomotives also
originally opened the line in 1927. Northern Chief pulled the
Duke of York’s train, whilst Hercules pulled the inaugural train
on opening day, marking the historic event.

Jade Ashton, the Railway’s marketing director said: “We’ve
implemented a range of additional health and safety
measures to protect our passengers and teams. On Monday
29th and Tuesday 30th June, we successfully ran three trial
steam trains per day, to familiarise the drivers with the new
timetable and ensure the new passenger flow had been
practised. This allowed us to be confident in a safe re-
opening. Our world-famous steam locomotives will still be the
same, but our journeys will be a little different.”

If you would like to know more about pre-booking your railway
experience on the world’s smallest public railway, go to the
Railway’s website, where you can find out all about the
timetables and Covid-19 precautions: “www.rhdr.org.uk”

Northern Chief on the first re-opening, back in steam again

Over the last week we have seen businesses in the hospitality
sector re-open their doors, albeit within social distancing
guidelines. It's really important that people respect these rules,
in order that the coronavirus infection rate doesn’t start to rise
again, as it's doing in some parts of the United States of
America. This would make a further lockdown necessary, as
we have seen here in a localised form in Leicester. However,
there are still many venues that are shut, and this is
particularly hard for those businesses and organisations that
rely on larger audiences of paying visitors. At the moment the
guidance is that theatres and music venues must remain
closed to live audiences. Even if they were allowed to re-open
with social distancing measures in place, with perhaps one
third of the normal capacity audience allowed, it would not
remain viable for them to do so. The costs involved in
sustaining the production of a play or concert require a much
higher proportion of the tickets to be sold to each performance.

We have already seen some theatres serving bigger
populations than we have in Folkestone and Hythe, close their
doors forever. With no imminent prospect of audiences
returning more would undoubtedly have followed, were it not
for the announcement of a major new fund to sustain culture
and the arts through the coronavirus. On Monday last week the
Prime Minister announced that the future of Britain’s museums,
galleries, theatres, independent cinemas, heritage sites and
music venues will be protected with emergency grants and
loans. Funding will also be provided to restart construction
work at cultural and heritage sites paused as a result of the
pandemic. To achieve this the government will make available
£1.57billion in funding. Over the next few weeks details will be
set out as to how cultural organisations from right across the
country will be able to apply for this support.

On Tuesday, I raised with the Arts Minister Caroline Dinenage
in the House of Commons that we need to make sure that this
investment is not just directed to venues, important though that
is, but it must also support the productions that are put on
within them. Many of these are created by independent
companies that raise the money and take on the risk of putting
on a show. The film and theatre director Sam Mendes has
suggested that the government could offer to take stakes in
new productions as a means of supporting the creative sector,
and then recover that money if and when the shows make a
profit. I hope that the government considers this kind of
support for the arts as well.

This week the Chancellor of the Exchequer will set out further
measures he intends to take to support the economy as it
recovers from the coronavirus lockdown. At Treasury questions
in the House of Commons on Tuesday, I also asked the
government, as part of this, to consider cutting VAT for tourism
and hospitality businesses to 5% to aid their recovery.
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Essential service was
salvation of loving
relationship

by Andrew South

It was some time towards the end of April that I realised
that something was not right in the relationship. Things
just weren’t working right and the drive appeared to be
going. I blamed myself at the time – I’m sure it must have
been something I had done; pressed the wrong button,
worked too hard to try to make things better or some
other secret reason I didn’t understand.

Looking back – and hindsight is a wonderful thing – I should
have acted quicker and not just carried on in the hope that
things would work themselves out in due course. But the
crunch point came when I was getting no response
whatsoever, and the writing was very much on the wall.

There was only one last chance to salvage the relationship,
and that was a telephone call to Alison at The Computer
Lady in New Romney. Yes, she was open! And suddenly

there was a glimmer
of light at the end of
the tunnel for me and
my misfiring laptop.

I went to Alison’s shop
in Church Approach in
the shadow of
St.Nicholas Church
where I was informed
that the machine’s
hard-drive was
“effectively dead” – so
that might have

explained the lack of response…

The Computer Lady has been busy throughout the lockdown
period, as Alison explained, while business partner David
was busying himself with another telephone customer.

“We are an essential service. Many more people were
working from home and finding that their own computer
equipment was not up to scratch, but we always aim to work
with what we have rather than encourage customers to buy
new, as many of these problems can be solved by an
upgrade.

“When lockdown was announced at the end of March,
business dropped off for a short while, but then people
realised we were open and we had customers from as far
away as Ashford, Canterbury, Capel and the other side of
Rye.

“The advantage we had was that the big shops like PC World
remained closed, so we picked up new customers, which we
hope to keep when things are more normal.

“We have had to employ common sense with regard to the
pandemic, keeping a social distance in our shop and only
having one customer at a time,” she told me. “But
when we are visiting customers in
their homes, we have to
wear full personal
protective equipment,
use wipes, and
collections and
deliveries are
completed with
cardboard boxes on
customers’ doorsteps.”

The pandemic situation was a steep
learning curve for The Computer Lady, but one that makes
her feel well equipped, if and when another concerted
outbreak of the virus appears in the autumn or winter.

It took a couple of weeks, but Alison managed to save all my
files – including the hundreds of articles I have written for
The Looker over the last four-and-a-half years – and now my
laptop and I couldn’t be happier together, and looking
positively towards the future.

If you are having relationship issues with your nearest and
dearest computer equipment, then check
www.thecomputerlady.co.uk for details of how she can help.

These routes are made
for walking…
This Saturday, 18th July, Tony Quarrington will be
bringing his award-winning walking tours to Sandgate
for the first time.

Tony developed the Sandgate Walking tour programme after
discussions with Sandgate Parish Council earlier this year,
and they are supporting the programme with promotion and
a small grant.

Tony, who lives in Folkestone, has been conducting walking
tours in the town for the past three years, focusing on The
Leas, harbour and seafront, Creative Quarter and the East
Cliff. Tony's Fabulous Folkestone was voted the ‘Best Home-
Based Business in Folkestone’ last year.

Sandgate Parish Council Chairman Tim Prater welcomed the
launch of the programme.
“When I started the conversation with Tony about bringing
his walking tours to Sandgate, we hoped we would offer

something new and different for the village and our visitors,”
Cllr. Prater told The Looker.
“We hope that this summer as many people as possible
enjoy an outdoor, socially distanced tour with Tony and learn
more about our village, its history and the people that lived
(and live!) here.
“It would be great to see this become a regular feature in
Sandgate for years to come, and we look forward to working,
and walking, with Tony!”

All tours will start at Chichester Memorial Hall at 11am on a
Saturday, and last approximately two hours.

It had been hoped that the majority of the tours would
coincide with the fortnightly Farmer’s Market, but that might
have to wait a little while longer.

Enbrook Park, the Castle, High Street, sea-front, Sir John
Moore statue, Old Fire Station, Library, parish church and
former primary school, are just some of the attractions that
Tony will focus on along the walk.

In addition to the history, culture and architecture of the
village, he will also explain the role of many of the prominent
personalities, such as H.G. Wells, Sir John Moore, William
Wilberforce and Hattie Jacques, who have helped to shape
and illuminated Sandgate over the centuries.
The initial tranche of tours will take place on:
Sat 18th July
Sat 1st August
Sat 15th August
Sat 29th August
Sat 5th September
The cost is £5 per person per two-hour tour, which will have
a maximum of eight walkers, and booking is essential.
Telephone Tony on 07738 624522 or e-mail:
tonyquarrington@msn.com.
Further information about Sandgate Parish Council and its
activities can be found at:
www.sandgatepc.kentparishes.gov.uk, and another useful
site with information on all things Sandgate is managed by
Looker correspondent, Jan Holben: www.sandgate-
kent.org.uk



“We are working with Eric Brown and his
Litter Picking Watch group for Romney
Marsh – people are so frustrated about
litter these days, and it is so
unnecessary. We are also keen to make
New Romney a dementia-friendly town.
All the councillors have been trained in
dementia awareness, and we are looking
with the Day Centre at how we can
become a dementia-friendly community
on the Marsh.

“I am aware that we need to improve
accessibility to the Town Hall and
Assembly Rooms for those in particular
with limited sight and hearing – it is so
important to provide access for all in the
community.”

As part of bringing the Town Council into
the 21st century, it has revamped its
website with a bright and breezy new
look developed by Vision ICT, a web-
design agency which specialises in local
authority websites (www.newromney-
tc.gov.uk). The result is a world away
from the fusty, dusty image portrayed by
the previous website, which these days
has become a crucial means of
disseminating information on a scale
never before available to councils of any
size.

However, some things in the annual
calendar remain along more traditional
lines.

“New Romney in Bloom has stalled this
year, of course, but we have allocated an
allotment plot and grant-funding,
although we are playing catch-up with
other towns and villages in the district,”
says Paul.

“The New Romney in Lights Lantern
Parade [organised by Caroline Wire,
Susie Govett and a fantastic team of
volunteers] is set to
become a regular fixture in
the town’s events
calendar, whichstarted
was started from
scratch. I joined one of their
workshops to see first- hand the
enthusiasm of people making
their own lanterns for the
event, and I hope it will
take place this year.”

Which is more than can be said for
the immensely popular popular
New Romney Country Fayre,
which would have been taking
place on July 25th, but we
can only anticipate its return
bigger and better than ever in 2021.

There are some other targets for which
the Town Council has set itself.

“We have a team of 16 people led by
Paul Reynolds to ‘just make our town
better’ – we want to encourage growth in
the High Street, but parking remains a
difficult issue. We really need to do
something on this, and we are engaging
with the District Council about that. We
really want people to buy into the future
of the town, and we continue to look at
ways to do that in as green and
environmentally sustainable way as
possible.”

Part of that process and to encourage
ownership of the history of the town will
be the introduction of a New Romney
Heritage Trail.

“We want to take inspiration from the
excellent Dymchurch Heritage Trail, and
highlight some of the important historic
sites around the town. As chairman of the
Old School Trust, I think we should be
looking at places like the Romney, Hythe
& Dymchurch Railway, the sea-front, the
Water Tower and St. Nicholas Church,
and we’ll be working closely with the
History Society on this.”

The Covid-19 virus has derailed so many
plans, but the town is slowly re-
discovering the world outside. The
Cinemarsh at Marshlands Academy will
be a great asset to the area when it is
able to open fully, and the community will
hopefully be able to reconvene in a big
way at the Country Fayre in 2021.

There are some considerably ambitious
plans here, but there’s no doubt that the
role of New Romney Mayor has an
important part to play in promoting the
town to the wider area and across Kent.

It will be interesting to see how The
Looker reports on what has been
achieved over the previous year at the
time of the next mayor-making in 2021 –
all we can say is ‘watch this space’!

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!

I f y ouhaveaBu lkLPGTankbut are not yet
a valued customer of ours –

isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has -or is about to expire,

contact us for a no obligationquote
and survey before winterstarts.
Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex

We do all the work for youwithoutcharge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.

bulkgas@novagas.co.uk
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Ambitious
agenda set out
by New Romney
Mayor

by Andrew South

There have been a number of changes
amongst our local council leaders
recently as the 2019-20 incumbents
have relinquished their roles and
handed over to new blood for the
next 12 months.

An exception is New Romney where Cllr.
Paul Thomas is continuing as Mayor for
2020-21, as a result of a resolution which
was endorsed by councillors to keep all
the officers in their existing positions.

“All the posts filled by councillors on the
various committees will remain the same
for the next year,” explained Cllr.
Thomas. “But there is one post which
has changed, and that is the role of the
Mayor’s Consort.”

At this point, for those who may not have
known, the Mayor’s Consort in 2019-20
was a charming dachshund who goes by
the name of ‘Sergio’. He proved a
popular fixture at formal mayoral
gatherings and events over the last year,
but Paul has decided to bestow the
honour on his wife, Janet for 2020-21.
Unfortunately, Sergio was not available
for comment, but we’ve no doubt that his
cute, pointy nose could have been put
out of joint…

However, Sergio has a new role after
being formally adopted as the town’s
mascot, so his little legs will continue to
be stepping out in support of the mayoral
cause.

“I even had a mayor’s outfit made for him
– he is highly photogenic!” adds Cllr.
Thomas.

But one of the main things which struck
him on his election was that he
immediately became part of future
history.

“There has a rich history in the Cinque
Ports towns, and the New Romney
Mayor has a key place in the Federation.
There have been some fantastic mayors
through the years, including the first
female Cinque Ports Mayor.

“The role of a Cinque Ports Mayor is
special and quite unique in not just our
coastal history, but it has enjoyed a place
in the nation’s history.”

The Mayors’ circuit has meant that Paul
has made many friends over the year at
events such as the Blessing of the Sea in
Margate. But one of the most significant
events was the appointment of the
Speaker of the Cinque Ports, the Mayor
of Winchelsea.

“2019 was particularly poignant as it was
the last year of the tenure of the
seneschal, Ian Russell.” explained Paul.
“The seneschal is effectively the solicitor
for the business side of the Cinque Ports
Federation – it is an old Norman French
title for a High Steward, responsible for
administering the estate and affairs of
the Lord Warden. This was a fitting finale
for Ian’s role, who has been in place
since 2005.”

The Speakers’ Day is the one
opportunity each year when all the
Cinque Ports’ Town Clerks and Town
Sergeants gather with the mayors from
across the county, but all of these events
and their associated pageantry are
opportunities for mayors to represent
their respective boroughs and towns.

“It means that while I represent a
relatively small town council with 16
councillors, we have been able to mix
with some of the really big local authority
areas like Croydon with 380,000
residents and more than 70 councillors –
it was a real eye-opener!”

Another unique, traditional event was the
installation of the Deputy Constable of
Dover - the 215th in the role since the
reign of King William III in 1689. The new
incumbent as of 2019 is Brigadier P J
Rowell, who is effectively the second-in-
command to the Lord Warden (currently
Lord Michael Boyce), and whose role is
to organise the country’s defence. “It was
a role in which you couldn’t afford to
‘drop the ball’!” said Paul, although these
days, the position is entirely ceremonial –
well, at the time of writing, it is anyway…

Among other events is the Mayor’s own
Garden Party to which the local great
and good are invited, as well as
representatives from the Mayor’s three
nominated charities, which in 2020-21
will remain the same as the last year:
New Romney Counselling Service
(NRCS); 1st New Romney Brownies and
the Romney Marsh Day Centre
(Sunflower House).

“I try to get to fundraising events for
these charities as much as possible – as
well as those for other organisations – as
I think they each provide genuine
benefits for the local community,” said
Paul. “I have been to coffee mornings for

the NRCS and a beach barbecue for the
Brownies, as well as events at the Day
Centre. I look forward to the day when
the Centre is back working at full
capacity again, as it provides such a vital
function for the over 55s in the area.

“I was really keen to help the Brownies
as they really struggle for funds. They
each pay £2.50 a week, but £1 of that
was going to the Town Council for the
hire of the Assembly Rooms, and with
other costs, the group was only really
receiving 50p per person per week. We
therefore decided to cancel the hire cost
of the Assembly Rooms so that their
weekly subs would be more meaningful.
The Brownies don’t tend to have the
same outreach as the Scouts, so it was
really good to be able to help them, and
this move made perfect sense.

“I also spent some time shopping in
Sainsbury’s for the Food Bank. Having
spoken to them first about what they
needed, I thought it was going to be a
ten-minute visit, but as I was dressed in
my mayoral regalia, people really wanted
to know what I was doing and how they
could help – I can’t help feeling that New
Romney is a small town with a really big
heart!”

I wondered what Cllr. Thomas might
want to see as his mayoral legacy when
he stands down in May 2021 – the
achievements which would mark his time
as a key Cinque Ports Mayor and his
place in that future history.

“I would like to be at the point where the
first shovel can go into the ground to
begin building the new Community
Centre & Sports Hall. We are beginning
to start the process of working on putting
contracts out to tender, so I hope we are
in a position to begin to see that
essential facility come to fruition.

“I’d also like to see the future of the Day
Centre secured, so that it can once again
provide the services which are so crucial
to so many people.

“I hope we will have learned some of the
lessons of the Covid-19 pandemic, and
capitalise on the sense of community
which has been so important in keeping
people going.”

Part of the development of the new
Community Centre in Station Road, is a
grant of £238,000 to the Seashells
Nursery for much-needed improvements
to the building.

“It is a former boxing club, so there are
no windows and there is currently no
outdoor play area. It is so important for
the children’s lives to have access to a
safe and secure area outside – we just
want to make the Nursery a much nicer
place to be.”

Working groups have been established
to look at other improvements for the
town, and the perennial problem of litter
inevitably crops up.

Sergio always raises a smile when in his official ‘robes of office’ and now Town Mascot!

Paul & Wife Janet
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Your Letters
Dear Editor,
What a shame that your correspondent, Gaynor Cobb, in
writing her article on page 23 of issue number 252, illustrates
a blinkered mind.
She mentions the 'murder' of George Floyd in America and
also the killings of Rayshard Brooks and BreonnaTaylor, also
in America.
These were all black people who may or may not have been
known to the police. What Gaynor fails to mention are the
dreadful murders here in the UK carried out by black people
on white people. In particular I remind her of the gruesome
butchering of Lee Rigby, a soldier based on Woolwich
Barracks, an area that I know well. This innocent man was
attacked with a hatchet and had his head almost totally
severed from his body. Fortunately both black assailants were
detained and jailed for this murder. However, we did not riot or
protest but left the law to do its job.
Gaynor would do well to think about the recent murders of
three innocent people sitting quietly in a park and the rantings
of Muslim clerics urging their followers to murder all white
people especially the police and military. And other similar
brutal acts.I cannot see in the mind of Gaynor, but can only
assume she has a mindset in one direction as indicated by the
heading of her article. What a shame that she had such a
closed mind.
Cllr Terry Mullard

Dear Looker,
I do not normally take the time to write to newspapers, in fact I
think people who do often do so to self-promote. But I have to
say that I have been outraged by the actions of our new Mayor
in Hythe. Apparently, the most important thing is to remind us
all that we are a bunch of bigoted, racists?!
There was a time when the Mayor of an historic Cinque Port
would be proud of the Town that she would be promoting in
her role as ambassador for the people and the council. But
apparently we need reminding that we are all anti-black
people. I am not sure where Ms Slade hangs out? But I have
lived in Hythe for nearly 80 years and have never in that time
witnessed the race hate that she spouts! I have not witnessed
the homophobic harassment of people in our town. She does
not want to re-write the rule book, she wants to rip it up and
start her own book, although I suspect it would be a colouring
book!
Her juvenile impression of how the residents of Hythe is so far
short of the mark, she is making people aware of a problem
that just does not exist!
In the past we have had a pretty middle ground conservative
council, with a few ‘characters’. They might have been a bit
pompous and full of their own self-importance, but they
represented what the people of Hythe wanted. They might
have a few whines and a few ideas that were put upon the
town that maybe was not wanted, but on the whole they
represented the town.
We all know why the Green Party had such a sweeping
success in the last election, Brexit which was something that
divided communities and even families. And the big promise
being, vote for us and we will stop the building of a new
swimming pool. Don’t these people think that maybe some of
us actually want a beautiful swimming pool? It is not like they
want to build it on beautiful park land is it? That is an
argument for another day.
I also understand that some of these ‘Green councillors’
appear to be hypocrites, complaining about saving the planet,
whilst driving around in great big gas guzzling Range Rovers.

So this group apparently break down in tears at the thought of
a flag not being flown at the Town Hall and they pain
themselves to be such good willed, woke snowflakes, but the
way they treat some of our long term councillors is nothing
short of bullying.
So perhaps our Mayor and chair of the Council should have a
flag to stop bullying in her own Council before concentrating
on a problem that just does not exist!
Disgusted,
J.M. of Hythe.

Dear Looker
Sending congratulations too John & Dot Jackman on their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
25th June 1960
They live in West Hythe
Congratulations from all their family and friends we will
celebrate once restrictions are lifted.
Thank you
Kind Regards
Janice

Dear Looker,
After our recent demonstration in New Romney in
support of Black Lives Matter, I was heartened by the
response to our photos on the Black Lives Matter
Facebook page and by many of the comments.

DUNGENESS WILDFLOWERS IN
JUNE

By Patricia Irvine

Beneath a horizontal line of purple
cloud, the evening sun glows gold,
Its strong fingers are outstretched,

lighting bars of shingle,
And deepening the colours of the

wildflowers in June.

The wind has ceased to blow,
And the floral dances have ended too.

Bright poppies stand like sentinels,
Awaiting fresh orders from Mother

Nature.

Vipers Bugloss and has spread her
mantle,

And lies like swathes of blue carpet
between clumps of yellow gorse.

The purple Toadflax stands tall,
Regally, majestically,
And quite alone.

Copyright: Patricia Irvine
Author of: ‘In Light and In Shade’

www.patriciairvine.co.uk

At the time of
writing, we have
had 1,794 likes and
many comments
and shares.
Some of the
comments are as
follows;
“You make this
world a better
place.”
“This is how a
peaceful
demonstration
should be.”
“It is fantastic to see that the elderly generation
are active on these issues.”
In every corner of every town and city on this wonderful planet
we can hopefully find those that aren't only not racist but are
actively anti-racist. This photo speaks volumes.
Fantastic. Bringing back some positivity. Thank you.
Although it was only a small demonstration, it showed that older
white people can also give active support to an issue that is seen
as young and black. Perhaps we can help to make a Rainbow
World, just as South Africa became a Rainbow Nation.

Gaynor Cobb
New Romney

Your
friendly
local
print
supplier

Whatever yourrequirementswe can help:
BusinessCards,Stationery, Banners, Posters, Flyers, Leaflets,

Calendars,Brochures, Magazines…absolutelyanything
We takecareofprint, youtakecareofbusiness

01797329012/07535328717
hugh@amberprintservices.co.uk
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Romney Marsh from the air
A look at the Romney Marsh from a different perspective. Photos from John Wimble & John Harmer

In my own words
Readers Write......

Top: RH&DR Loco No. 8 ‘Hurricane’ at Dungeness Station. The RH&DR opened from New Romney to Hythe in 1927
and the line was extended to Dungeness a year later.

Bottom: The VHF Omni-directional Radio Beacon (VOR) between Old Romney and Ivychurch.

WHAT SPOT NEW ROMNEY
??

HOT SPOT NEW ROMNEY !!
The place to be these last few weeks has been
the Romney Marsh Community Support Hub.
And ladies, I don’t just mean because all the
best looking men have been working there,
though they have. It is the spirit of the place to
which I refer. There has been friendship,
warmth, laughter, busy hours, slow hours,
careful hygiene and the satisfaction of helping
others in need.

Food has been packed and delivered,
prescriptions have been collected and taken to
those in need, transport has been arranged
and the helpline has been a source of comfort
to the many who have called the magic number
01797 208590. Quite serious situations have
been dealt with caringly and efficiently,
conversations have cheered the lonely,
patience has been shown to the distressed and
even to the bad tempered or grumpy.

Who wouldn’t be proud of the many volunteers
who have contributed to this state of affairs? It
was all arranged relatively quickly and has
worked wonders. We could possibly have
taught No: 10 a thing or two about effective
organisation. About giving and engaging,
about ordinary, precious human values, about
people being good to others and finding the
reward of self-respect and simple happiness
that put greed, ambition and jostling for position
into perspective.

It all reminds me of a project that I began some
years ago but never developed. It was to be
the definitive description of the Character of a
Romney Marsh Person. What I wondered are
we really like down here on the Marsh? Here
are some of the points that I came up with and
would be interested to hear of more from
readers.

1. Self sufficient
2. Friendly
3. Overweight
4. Aspirational
5. Frugal
6. Casual dress sense
7. Flag flying
8. Unpretentious
9. Neighbourly
10, Unpolitical

11 Traditional
12 Warm hearted
13 Unselfconscious
14 House proud
15 Self respecting
16 Unintellectual
17 Introverted
18 Animal loving
19 Solitary
20 Hobbyists
21 Contented
22 Eccentric
23 Kindly
24 Outdoor people

Do these qualities make us more British than
most? More average than most? Better or
worse than most? Judging by our response to
the pandemic outlined above it might make us
nicer than most. We have reason to be
pleased with ourselves and have something
good to build upon. We can look forward with
a degree of confidence and have a sense of
our united strength in a crisis. We have seen
off the sea, the weather and the French on
many an occasion, the Germans once and now
bye, bye the pandemic … hurrah for the
Romney Marsh Community Support Hub.

Briony Kapoor, 2nd July, 2020
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G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer

NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

By July, beans, lettuce, rocket,
courgette, spring onions, strawberries
and many early crops are ready for
harvesting. At last it's time to start
eating and tasting. It is also the holiday
season, if you are going away, check
out holiday tips for ideas on how to look
after your plants whilst away.

Harvest Potatoes
When growing potatoes, depending on
the summer weather, they do need a
water during dry spells, especially if
you are growing potatoes in containers.
Water is key to a good crop and
Potatoes in tubs easily dry out. In
addition, if you have time, it helps to
get a good crop to "earth up" the
potatoes as it allows more potatoes to
form as the season goes on. To do this,
as the potato grows and more stem
appears above ground, you need to
add more soil to the container, or
mound up the soil in the plot, so that
more of the stalk is covered. For more
about growing potatoes, follow the link
and check out the video about earthing
up and blight.

Depending on the weather, salad
potatoes and earlies will be ready to
harvest in July.

How to tell when potatoes are ready to
harvest? First, have they flowered?
Potatoes are not ready to harvest until
after flowering and then check if they
are ready by gently scraping away the
earth and see what you find; if the
Potatoes are too small or too few,
cover up and try again in a couple of
weeks.

Growing Parsley from
Seed
Parsley can be tricky to germinate and
July is a good month to try. Sow in a
line in the veg plot, ( lines help you to
tell what is germinating seed which is
growing in a line because that is how
you have sown it, and what is
germinating weeds, which don't grow in

straight lines) and give Parsley some
time as it's slow to germinate. Parsley
will survive low temperatures later in the
season and is an ideal herb for potting
up and bringing indoors later in the
year. Supermarket herbs are expensive
and growing your own herbs is easy
and cheap.

Peas and Beans
Runner beans in flower

Keep picking Peas and Beans whilst
they are young, and if you have a glut,
freeze. All the bean family freeze easily.
Blanch them in boiling water for 2 mins,
plunge into iced bowl to cool, pat dry
and freeze. Keep picking all the peas
and beans to encourage the plant to
keep flowering and setting more seed.

Broad beans are very prone to black fly
and to prevent this keep pinching out
the tips to stop the black fly setting on
the new growth, which is the bit they
really like. This also stops off the plant
growth so the plants energies go to
flower and bean production, not more
growth.

If the whole stem of beans has been
picked clean of beans, cut it down near
the base and you can often encourage
more growth and a second crop.

How to Make new Strawberry plants
In July you can raise new strawberry
from the runners. Just place a pot of
compost near the plant, peg the runner
into the pot, water well and leave for a
few weeks until well rooted. Cut off
excess runners to conserve the plant's
energies. This is helpful as strawberry
plants are short lived, 3 years or so and

need regular replacements and this is a

way to have new plants for free.

Tips on Tomatoes
Whether you are growing tomatoes
under glass or outdoors, the plants will
continue to need a lot of attention. The
essentials step with tomatoes, to get
the flavour and texture right, is to feed
and water regularly. By July, the tomato
plants will be growing vigorously and its
important to divert the plant's energy
into fruits, not foliage.

Tomatoes are a vigorous plant and you
need to keep them in check. Nip out all
side shoots, and thin down, which
means cut off leaves to add light for
when the flowers turn to fruit and to
restrict growth. Once the plant has set
3/4 flower trusses, stop off the growing
point and keep pinching it out to stop
the plant growing.

As the plant grows, it will need plenty of
support and tie it in using soft ties. Be
careful not to tie too tightly as the image
on the left shows. The tie may be loose
when first placed on the plant but as the
stem grows, it can become tight which
will damage the stem and wound the
plant. For more about growing
tomatoes follow the link which gives
detailed advice about watering, feeding,
nipping the side shoots and other tips
for growing tomatoes successfully.
Regular watering is essential for a good
crop of tomatoes the plants should not
be allowed to dry out.

Pinching out the side shoots is
important because the plant is vigorous,
if the side shoots are not taken off the
plant will throw out more and more
branches, growing thicker and what you
want is less leaves and more flowers.
The short video shows how to identify
and remove the side shoots also a
handy guide "Success with Tomatoes"
by the Sunday Gardener.

For successive crops you need to sow
and plant successively, and in July
there is still time to sow directly into the
plot the last sowing of beans and peas.
Salad crops especially the fast growing
ones, (such as rocket and cut and come
again lettuce) continue to sow through
July, August, and September,
depending on the weather

Rotary Club of
Folkestone Club Golf Day
This is the fourth edition of our Charity Golf Day and is an
18 hole Texas Scramble team event with prizes for Teams
and Individuals, as well as a raffle with many other prizes.
This year we are supporting the Folkestone Home-Start with
the full proceeds of the golf day going towards this cause.
Folkestone Home-Start “Home-Start works with families in
Folkestone. Starting in the home, the approach is as
individual as the people they are helping. No judgement, it
is just compassionate, confidential help and expert support.
At the heart of Home-Start’s work is home visiting volunteer
support. Families struggling with post-natal depression,
isolation, physical health problems, bereavement and many
other issues receive the support of a volunteer who will
spend around two hours a week in a family’s home
supporting them in the ways they need. In Folkestone they
currently provide a structured help group for young parents
between the ages of 16 and 19. There is a need to support
these youngsters beyond the age of 19 and so Home-Start
Shepway along with Rotary is looking to introduce a new
group to cover the 19 to 24 year olds. The proceeds from
our Golf Day will go towards this. Their aim is to support
these parents in their transition back to work or further
education, and above all to support and nurture them in
being good role models for their children.”

We hope that we are able to generate lots of support for the
event not only from golfers but local companies who may be
prepared to sponsor the event, individuals who could
donate raffle prizes and through the purchase of raffle
tickets on the day.

As previously, we have chosen the Texas Scramble format
because it is a fun format and allows everyone to fully stay
in the game, despite the occasional poor shot! We are
looking for teams of four to come along for a great day. The
event is a shotgun start commencing at 11.30; team
handicap will be played and the best score per hole should
be recorded. The best team score will win the Team prize
with other prizes for runners up, nearest the pin and longest
drive. The golf will be followed by a meal and prize giving.

If you would like to sponsor the event you may advertise
your business and display your company’s banner on the
course, or sponsor a prize. If you are unable to play but still
wish to support us we would be delighted to receive a
donation or a gift that we can give as a prize.

The cost is £40 per player (SVGC members £30). A hot
meal afterwards is included in the cost. Payment with Entry
please; just complete the Entry Form overleaf and email or
post it to the organiser:

Geoffrey Milsted, 24 Coolinge Lane, Folkestone, CT20 3QT;
telephone 07976 276633; Email :
Geoff.milsted@milstedassociates.co.uk

ROTARY CLUB OF FOLKESTONE Charity Golf Day Entry
Form Sene Valley Golf Club 10th September 2020

July Gardeninf
With Susie Coupar
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30 DAYS WILD!!
Romney Marsh
District Scouting!!
Our last article featured some crazy
Scout Leaders taking part in a Yoga
Challenge as part of 30 DAYS WILD, the
Wildlife Trust’s annual nature challenge,
the youngsters did some amazing things
too!!. World Environment Day 5th June

was marked by Beavers and Cubs who
coloured and placed posters around the
district to raise awareness of the
importance of looking after the
environment.

30 Days Wild formed part of the Great
Indoor Scouting Adventure. Random
Acts of Wildness included: bird boxes;
bird surveys; colouring; bug hotels; new

ways with vegetables; photography;
hikes; gardening; wormeries; and re-
connection with nature.

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers all
joined in. Encouraged by Leaders and
supported by their wonderful families, to
do one wild thing a day for health, well-

being and for the planet, they rose to the
challenge in so many practical ways –
we include just a small selection – there
are many more………….

Mum Zena stated the experience was ‘A
great family teamwork activity, we all had
fun’. The results are stunning, real
deluxe hotel!!

For more information on how you can get
involved see
www.romneymarshdistrictscouting.org.uk

QUESTIONS, PLEASE!
Leader to host virtual question
and answer session
The Leader of Folkestone & Hythe District Council is to hold
a second virtual Q&A session for residents later this month.

Following a successful first event in June, Cllr David Monk
will once again take questions – alongside members of the
Cabinet – on 29 July at 4pm.

It will be broadcast live on the Council’s YouTube channel
for public meetings, which can be found by visiting bit.ly/
YouTubeMeetings. Cllr Monk said: “The first Q&A session
was very positive. We received a wide
range of questions from the public and I
expect we will also receive a variety of
different topics on this occasion too.

“There is clearly an appetite for such
events while Council business is
being conducted virtually. It provides
another opportunity for members of
the public to raise any queries they
may have.”

Residents must email their
questions – which will be
displayed on the screen during
the session – to :

committee@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
before 5pm on 21 July.

There will be a maximum time limit of half-an-hour for public
queries, with a further 45 minutes allocated to answer those
put forward by councillors.

To help make the process fair, members of the public will
only be able to ask one question each. Submissions may
also be rejected, as is usual procedure, if it:

Is not about a matter for which the council has a
responsibility or which affects the district;

Is deemed defamatory, frivolous or offensive;

Requires the disclosure of confidential or exempt
information;

Or has already been asked within the previous six months.

Mrs P’s
Diary
“And just how much are your penny chews?” I
enquired as I spotted a interesting new shop on
the High Street. “5p” came the answer.
Looking up I realised that it was our
esteemed Editor, David Wimble speaking.
The shop looks lovely with an array of old
favourite sweeties placed temptingly in the window. Black
Jack, aniseed balls, and Bubble gum, Old favourites of
mine. I always craved Bubble gum but was not allowed it.
Along with a list of other fun items. So of course, after
school I went to the sweetshop with friends and bought pink
bubble gum. I chewed it at night in bed. One morning I
woke up and there it was, completely mashed and tangled
in my hair. My mother spent half an hour with
scissors…That was the last time I did it.

The High Street is now adorned in multi-coloured striped
flags. Not for the NHS but for LGBT.

I understand that this has caused a lot of controversy. All
very difficult in the current climate.

Like every one else, I am thrilled to see the coffee shops
opening up. Especially the outside spaces. It is a morale
boost for the town and lovely to be able to see friends even
if some of them are unrecognisable I thought some were
wearing wiigs but then realised that no one would design a
hairstyle like that… No one would wear it. At least we can
wave and smile and sometimes bellow greetings. Don’t
know what you’ve got till it’s gone as they say. It won’t hurt
any of us to count our blessings and be grateful with what
we have here in Hythe. Now including Bubble gum…

Even Mr P has come out of hibernation and wobbled there
and back with what I presume to be a gob stopper in his
mouth...
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By Vince Shell
Today we look at four must see Music Biopics.

Rocketman - Cert 15
Bohemian Rhapsody - Cert 12A
Jersey Boys - Cert 15
Control - Cert 15

Rocketman
and
Bohemian
Rhapsody
were both big hits in
the cinema but when

you make films about Elton John and Queen, both
heavyweights of the music industry, what do you expect?
What I didn't expect was such strong performances from the
leads. Taron Egerton as Elton John and Rami Malek as
Freddie Mercury both won Golden Globes with Malek going
one better and picking up the Oscar too. The performances
are so believable that you will be convinced that Elton and
Freddie are there singing to you from the screen (Egerton to
his credit goes one better and does a Dennis Waterman ala
Little Britain and "plays the part, sings the part")

You can't help but notice the similarities between the two
stories, two flamboyant characters, struggling with their
sexuality and personal lives, two failed marriages but bucket
loads of ability and talent.

You will be singing alone
and tapping your feet and
you will certainly be
impressed by the two
leads, who recreate the
energy of a live Elton and
Queen performance. The
recreation of Queen's Live
Aid performance at
Wembley is mesmerising
and takes you back to that historic day at Wembley in 1985.
I am informed by a knowledgable Queen fan that there are a
few inaccuracies in the story but this shouldn't spoil your
viewing.

Fans of Elton and Queen will revel in the experience but
even if you aren't a fan don't miss out because you may
become a fan after watching these two.

By the way would Reginald Dwight and Farrokh Bulsara
have been equally as successful?

Jersey Boys
I am a big fan of the Jersey Boys. I love the music of Frankie
Valli & the Four Seasons and I loved the stage show and I
also loved the cinematic version of the stage show.

In an age of instant success via X Factor, The Voice, Pop
Idol etc, etc, the story of Jersey Boys shows that there was
a time when groups, despite being No 1 artists, still had to

play two bit clubs and take whatever opportunities and
appearances that were available.

The Jersey Boys story is fascinating and they were in some
respects the original Sex Pistols ducking and diving in a
merciless industry but doing it their way. Behind the frequent
trips to the joint in their early days, their connections with the
mob, the rejections, the band disagreements and the tax
bills, there was the sweet sound of the Four Seasons and

the unique falsetto of Frankie Valli.

Theirs is a unique story almost as unique as their sound,
which still lives on today and songs such as 'Oh What a
Night' 'Sherry' 'Rag Doll' and 'Walk Like a Man' will have you
straining to hit the falsetto notes.

Control
This black and white film, from Anton Corbĳn, tells the tragic
story of Ian Curtis, singer of Manchester band Joy Division,
who took his own life at the age of 23. Suffering from
epilepsy and depression Curtis wrote some powerful lyrics
that reflected the desolation, emptiness and alienation that
he saw in the world. He delivered those lyrics with a voice

that made you feel his pain and he complimented the lyrics
with a unique manic dance style that he made his own.

The best way to describe Curtis' vocal delivery is to think of
a contemporary Piaf, Holliday or Cohen, he made you feel
the angst and pain and misery. He was believable and he
was the real deal amongst the false prophets. Anyway sorry,
I digressed, so back to the film.

Like Rocketman and Bo Rhap the performance of Sam
Reilly as Curtis is what makes Control so believable. The
expressions, the dance moves, all capture the mood and
feel of Curtis and you feel like you could be watching a Joy
Division video or gig.

At times, as a Joy Division fan Control is a difficult watch but
it is also a fitting tribute to the greatest 'Post-Punk' band that
ever graced these shores. I strongly recommend Control
which in my humble opinion is a great piece of British
independent film making.

Churches round-up
Churches are beginning to open up, and some have been
open, in a limited way, for private prayer. Some have decided
that with all the limitations and restrictions, opening up for
worship, is not going to be possible. The worship will be so far
removed from normal, that many feel it will not be feasible.
Many of the priests who would be helping, and many of the
congregation will be older, who may still be shielding, or not
confident to be out and about.

At time of this article, the following arrangements have been
made, for visits and private prayer, not worship.

St Mary in the Marsh.
Wednesdays and Sundays 10am-6pm.

Burmarsh.
Sundays, between 10am and 3pm.

Ivychurch.
Sundays and Thursdays 10.15-11.15am.

New Romney.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 10am-Noon.

Dymchurch.
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 2-4pm

Romney Marsh Community Church. North Street, New
Romney.

The pastor and elders have decided that with all the
restrictions, the worship experience will be so removed from
normality, that for the moment, it is not feasible. Since the
lockdown, Pastor Nick, with the leadership team and
members of the church, has put together an internet service,
which has become very well coordinated, professional and
well received. In fact the service is known to be reaching more
people than normally come to church! This does require much
time and effort, so having an actual service with very limited
scope and numbers and restrictions, would make a double
burden of responsibility on the leadership.

The church administrator continues to be based at the church
in the mornings. So if you have any problems, of any type that
need someone to talk to, ring 01797 366855.

The food bank continues on Tuesdays, from 5.30-7pm. so if
you have problems feeding your family, do ring the above
number, and you will be given a voucher for as much food as
you need.

Lydd Group of churches. (Western Marsh churches)

Rev Chris is investigating the possibility of holding some
services, from August onward. So watch out for notices on
your own church.

The Lydd Food Bank is operating in the Hardy hall on Fridays,
from 6.30-7.30pm. So if you live locally have problems feeding
your family, do ring the above number for New Romney, and
Rev Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345 and you will be given a
voucher for as much food as you need. If you would like to
donate to the food bank, drop in about 15 mins before it starts,
or the local supermarkets have donation bins. All dried and
tinned food, toiletries, sani protection, toilet rolls, baby nappies
and other baby needs, are all welcome.

From a Yorkshire Methodist Church.

Partway through a hymn, a group of children sitting on the
front row, collapsed into giggles and would not be silenced by
glaring, threatening looks from their seniors!! The visiting
preacher was puzzled, and wondered if there was something
funny about his appearance. Had he forgotten to brush his
hair? Afterwards he found out that the cistern of the old
fashioned toilet had come crashing down before the service,
and a line from the hymn he had chosen read “Though
cisterns be broken…”

Wit and Wisdom.

From the wall of Samworth Academy, Mansfield, Notts.

We should love people and use things. Problems always
arise, when we use people and love things.

PJ DAYS!

During lockdown, we have all had lots of laughs and jokes
about PJ days, and whether it is worth getting dressed, if you
aren’t going anywhere! And Wren kitchens has even added it
to one of their adverts, to give PJ days credibility. And what, I
can hear you ask, is that to do with budgeting?

Health professionals are aware that there is a close
connection between money worries, poverty and mental ill
health. Not invariably, but if you are in a constant state of
stress and worry over money, or lack of it, and arguing with
your loved ones, you are far more likely to feel loneliness,
isolation, and cut off from the normality of ordinary life, and
sink into depression and despair.

If you go to see a health professional about mental health
issues, you will soon find yourself talking about you day/night
routine, how much sleep you are getting, and when you are
getting it. And when you get washed and dressed, etc. If you
have a muddled day/night routine, or an erratic hygiene
routine, it will come up as a red flag, and a sign things aren’t
too good.

You will also find yourself discussing screen time, especially
if you are a young person. Gentle advice will be given, about

switching off your devices, completely, and leaving them in
another room while you sleep. If you haven’t a landline, you
can switch the sound up, so you will hear it of there is a
genuine emergency but 99.9% of our communications are
not emergencies! If you can’t remove things, like a TV,
switch it off at the mains, and pull out the plug. Appliances
shouldn’t be left on standby. Those little lights have to been
proven to affect your brain waves, and disturb sleep.

Teenagers and most people should be getting 7-8 hours, if
you can. When are you taking those 7-8 hours? Between
11pm and 7am-ish, is normal. Between 3am and 10am is
not so good! It is known that some people are larks, best in
the morning, and some are owls, still really “full of vim and
vigour” at 10pm. It all depends on when your adrenalin levels
peak. But generally it is wise to try and stick to traditional
bedtimes. People on shifts, or with tiny babies, or caring
responsibilities may not be able to stick to a routine.

As a practice nurse I helped a lot of people to quit smoking.
Many felt it was the trigger to sorting other things out. The
reasoning is that if I can control my smoking I can be in
control of the rest of my life! In the same way, it probably
helps to be in control, if you get washed and dressed in the
mornings. Occasional PJ days are fine, but not
recommended as a regular habit! And you will be more
equipped to deal with the problems the day brings, whether it
is unemployment, debt, illness, cranky children or any of the
other problems of life, if you are washed and dressed!
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Budgeting Tips
Or how to make ypur pennies work harder



New Romney Country
Fayre
As this year’s Country Fayre, which was due to be held in a
couple of weeks time has been cancelled because of
Covid19, here’s a look back at some of the pageants that
have been held in the town over the years. New Romney
has had a long history of carnivals and fetes and before the
last war, there was a carnival organised by an organisation
called the ‘Brotherhood of Cheerful Sparrows’. They were a
charitable organisation and the New Romney branch raised
funds mainly for the Royal Victoria Hospital in Folkestone
and other local charities. This ceased in 1939 and was
replaced after the war by ‘Romney Revels’, which was held
on the Sports Ground in Station Road with a large travelling
fair in attendance. There was a parade of decorated floats
through the High Street, sporting events and races
throughout the afternoon and very often a Goal-Running
match in the evening, culminating with a firework display.
Interest in the event declined in the 1960s with the last one
being held in 1977, and the only similar event in the town
since then has been the New Romney Infant’s and Junior
School Fete, held in the school grounds in Fairfield Road
each July. Between 1989 and 1993, New Romney Services
Day was held on Southlands School playing fields. The only
other events of note in the town were in 1992, when there
was an exhibition called ‘Land, Sea & Air’ in the Town Hall

and for a few years
the ‘Party in the
Park’, which was
held in St. Martin’s
Field.
In 1994, a group of
traders and town
councillors got
together to try to
regenerate the
community spirit in
the town and they
came up with an
idea to bring the
town together. They
started with nothing
more than
enthusiasm, but

wanted to put on an outdoor event that would be a fun day
for the community, whilst enabling charities to raise funds
and for local businesses to promote themselves.

Thus, the first Country Fayre was born and this took place
on a sunny hot day on Saturday 5th August 1995. It was
opened by the then Mayor of New Romney, Councillor Ted
Carey and took place in St. Martin’s Field with also an
exhibition in the Assembly Rooms. The entertainment
included an accordion band, majorettes and various
agricultural displays in St. Martin’s Field and Paul Reed
was the compere. Such was the success and more people

became involved with the organisation and the following
year, Steve Bolton took over as compere and has been the
official compere ever since. It was more informal than
today with just the one arena in St. Martin’s Field and
initially, the parade through the town went from west to east
through the High Street.

Other attractions in the early years included the Hastings
Train Gang and miniature traction engine rides. There was
also an exhibition in the Church by the Romney Marsh
Philatelic & Postcard Society and an exhibition in the
Assembly Rooms by the Romney Marsh Camera Club.
Over the next ten years, the Fayre continued to grow and
spread to the nearby Recreation Ground as well. To mark
the 10th anniversary in 2004, local celebrity Paul O’Grady
opened the event. An Olympic theme was chosen for the
2012 Fayre with four Olympic torchbearers in the parade.
Since then, a special theme has been chosen each year
including Children’s Books, China, the Seaside and
Musicals.
There were now around 100 stalls ranging from traditional
food outlets to fancy goods etc, with local charities and
voluntary organisations represented. The entertainment
has included dog display teams, gymnastic teams, sheep
and duck shows, falconry and numerous bands. Some
regular performers have included the Woodchurch Morris
Men, the Bloco Fogo samba band and Emma-Lou’s dance
troupe.
The Country Fayre is hoped to be back on Saturday 31st

July 2021 bigger than ever, so put a note in your diary.
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