
by Andrew South

Campaigners aiming to save Princes
Parade in Hythe have been left dismayed
by the decision from the High Court to
reject their claim that the proposed
development of 150 homes and a leisure
centre was illegal.

The Save Princes Parade group had
assembled what it felt was a strong case
showing that the District Council’s planning
process failed to comply with both local and
national planning policies.

But in a comprehensive 25-page response, Mr
Justice Dove set out his reasons for rejecting
an application for a judicial review.

Cllr David Monk, the Leader of Folkestone &
Hythe District Council, said: "We welcome the
High Court's ruling which shows our planning
officers not only followed the appropriate

processes, but also made sound
recommendations to councillors.
"Applications are always considered
thoroughly before a decision is reached, so it
is disappointing the professionalism of the
team continues to be thrown into question.”

The original substantive hearing on March 24th

was held in unusual circumstances as the
coronavirus lockdown bit, and with barristers
presenting their cases remotely from separate
locations over an audio link.

A statement from Save Princes Parade
revealed the group’s disappointment at the
result.

“We feel the Judge got it wrong by rejecting
our two principal grounds that claimed the
Council’s planning department had acted
unlawfully in failing to identify and justify non-
compliance both with their own planning
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The future
looks good
for Marsh
play parks

After months of concern, the
future of the district’s
children's play parks was
secured last week, when the
District Council agreed to
hand over several play parks
to local town and parish
councils. Concern was raised
locally when Lydd residents
saw notices at the play parks
stating that the areas would
be sold for housing.

With the District Council
concentrating on main play
areas, this was seen as a
perfect opportunity for the
smaller play areas to enjoy a
new lease of life within their
own local communities.

As part of the deal, a cash
sum will be handed over by
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policies and also with central government’s National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

“Those grounds related to, first, loss of open space and harm
to the Royal Military Canal, a scheduled ancient monument,
and second, failure to conform to the NPPF and to the
council’s Core Strategy policy for flood risk and wave
overtopping.”

The SPP campaign had been financed and supported for
several years by the local community, and many will share
their dismay at the potential damage to an Ancient National
Monument and destruction of important wildlife sites and
open space. The group is licking its wounds and considering
what next steps are needed to save the site, and their fight
will no doubt continue with SPP’s lawyers already requesting
leave to appeal.

"We are aware the claimants may decide to appeal the
outcome,” conceded Cllr. Monk, “and if that turns out to be
the case - it is our intention to defend our long-standing
position."

The judge, who dismissed the High Court case has also
ordered the claimant to pay £5,000 in costs to the District
Council.

For those with a few hours on their hands in self-isolation,
you can read Mr Justice Dove’s 25-page report at on the
SPP website: www.saveprincesparade.org.

This proposal
has been the
subject of a long
and
acrimonious
debate in the
district and in
particular in the
Hythe
community,
which led to an
unprecedented
change in the
make-up of

Hythe Town Council in 2019, but it seems like it could
be a while before the first bulldozers are sent in.

the District Council, to help kick-start the planned
improvements. When the strategy was brought to the District
Council’s Cabinet meeting on Wednesday evening, all the
members were very happy about it, with Sandgate Parish
Councillor Tim Prater saying that his parish was the first to
actually take over the operation of one of the parks, and that it
was a great opportunity to improve the facilities within the
district.

The Play Area Strategy – detailing how play areas will be
managed, maintained and enhanced over the next ten years –
has been approved by Cabinet members and it will begin to be
implemented across the remaining play areas next month.

The Strategy sets out the details of how a network of high-
quality, accessible play areas will be developed with partners
across the district.

The Cabinet has agreed to prioritise investment in nine play
areas which are closest to the district’s largest populations of
children and young people. A further five areas – also
considered as priority play spaces – are owned by other
organisations.

In addition Folkestone & Hythe District Council will work in
partnership with town and parish
councils, community groups and housing
trusts to establish a network of
strategically important play areas,
ensuring that the majority of the district’s
residents live within a 15-minute walk.

These areas, and those not considered
to be part of this network, will be offered
to F&HDC’s partners, town and parish
councils, and other stakeholders as part
of an asset transfer. This transfer will be
accompanied by a “dowry” to cover any
repairs and initial maintenance

The Cabinet agreed to make £250,000
available to cover the cost of such
dowries.

The Strategy was issued for public
consultation in December 2019 and
January 2020, with many organisations
having expressed an interest in taking
over play areas or already agreeing to
do so.

Cllr John Collier, F&HDC Cabinet Member for Property
Management & Grounds Maintenance, said: “With the ageing
play equipment in some of the areas it was simply not
financially sustainable to continue maintaining the 48 play
areas in the Council’s ownership.

“We believe that this ten-year strategy is a sensible way
forward and we are very pleased that it has already been
supported by many of our partner organisations.

“Play and outdoor space is vital to the health and wellbeing of
children and young people and this strategy is an excellent
way of providing this whilst not placing a huge burden on the
council tax payer.”

“I think this is going to put a lot of people’s minds at ease,”
Lydd resident, Helen Kline from Lydd, told The Looker. “We
saw these notices being put up saying that housing was going
to be built on the play parks as long ago as last year, so it’s
nice to know that the local council will be running them. We
look forward to Lydd Town Council’s proposals for the parks,
and to coin a phrase ‘the children are our future, treat them
well and let them lead the way!’. Playing in parks is a really
important part of growing up.’

Talk about a week of extremes! With the heatwave
descending on us last week and the softening of the
restrictions as we start to come out of ‘Lockdown’, it brought
out both the very best and the very worst in people. So let’s
get this off my chest before I get even more worked up over it.
Yes we welcome people to our lovely corner of the country
and yes we actively encourage tourism, BUT please act
sensibly when you visit. Firstly, do not think that abandoning
your car on grass verges on busy roads is acceptable
behaviour or parking in private driveways is also OK to do.
On Wednesday, I had been up early to drive to London and
back to go to the wholesalers, before a long day working in
The Looker office and shop. It took me nearly an hour and a
half to circumnavigate the roads through Dymchurch and then
to get to my home on the seafront, only to find when I did get
there, cars parked in what is meant to be private parking
bays, with the driver nonchalantly stating, it did not harm
anyone! Well it did… Me! Why should I have to walk nearly
three quarters of a mile to park my car, because some
numpty could not be bothered to park correctly!
On the plus side, I would like to thank all the people who
helped clean up the beach on Wednesday and Thursday. I
can sometimes be seen with one dustbin bag, when I do my
bit of picking up litter when walking the dog, but Thursday
morning I took four and they were filled up very quickly and it
looked like I had hardly touched the surface! Many thanks to
all of the Romney Marsh Litter Pickers and Town Hall team
who did their bit to get the beach and The Greens back to a
nice place to visit again.
As Eric Brown from the litter pickers said to me: “This is
‘IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR'. People need to take
responsibility of their own litter; if the bins are full, they need
to take their rubbish home to dispose of it. Not leave it for
someone else to sort out!”
Anyway, on to other more positive things. The Looker office
and sweet shop opened its doors on Saturday the 20th and I
would like to say a huge big thank you to all the people who
have so far supported us, we have been ‘blown away’ by your
supportand posative comments.
You will also notice some new adverts in this edition, with
businesses keen to let you know they are opening up and
keen to do business. Local business is the lifeblood of our
community, so please support them. If you want to advertise
that you are open, contact our sales team on 01797-364837
and reach out to the thousands of Looker readers across the
district.
Please try and remember that this is still a time of great
uncertainty. Respect people’s personal space and despite
what some people are telling us on the news, ALL LIVES
MATTER! Please do not risk putting us back into a lockdown
by ‘unsociable behaviour’.

Until next time Happy Reading

David Wimble
And all of our contributors.

Under the original management Of Mr Jim Buck
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Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

Day trippers cause ‘utter
chaos’ and put lives at risk
The district came to a complete grinding halt, thanks
to irresponsible day trippers last week, as thousands
of people descended to the coast for a day trip. Local
residents have long been used to the long traffic
tailbacks into Camber, but just about every spare
available space to park cars was utilised by the
visitors.
But with a traffic overload, lives were put at risk
because emergency services had difficulty in reaching
casualties. In one instance, an 11-year-old girl who
was visiting for the day from Bexleyheath, was struck
by a car near Littlestone and due to the huge traffic
congestion had to be air lifted to hospital by air
ambulance as emergency crews could not navigate
the traffic.
Concerns over crews being unable to get to
Littlestone Lifeboat Station were also raised on social
media. Steve Bates wrote: “It’s great to see so may
people enjoying the beach, but I would like to ask
them how they would feel if they got home from work
to find a car parked up their private drive?” Jade
Simms posted: “These people using the beach would
be the first to call 999 and ask for the lifeboat to
rescue their children, but what would happen if the
lifeboat crew could not get to the station because of
the way people have parked their cars?”
This has had a very mixed view with many people
welcoming the visitors. However, many were then
shocked to find that Stagecoach had to suspend
services to Greatstone and Lydd-on-Sea as busses
could simply not negotiate the roads, due to
irresponsible car owners double parking on double
yellow lines.
Dymchurch traders were having a brisk trade with
queues of people lining up for ice creams and other

seaside treats on sale from local shops, but again
there were concerns over social safety as ‘public
distancing’ seemed to go out of the window.
At Littlestone, huge queues for the public toilets
resulted in people urinating up against beach huts and
it has been reported that many used Littlestone
Lifeboat Station, where human faeces were found and
urine surrounding the building, as well as dirty tissues.
It was reported that people had peed behind bins, up
against the shop and in the entrance used by crews in
an emergency call. With the crews on call 24 hours a
day, the team had to spend additional time cleaning
up the waste in order to make the area safe.
In a Facebook post, the crew lambasted the
behaviour. "We all enjoy a day at the beach but
unfortunately some of the beachgoers have today
used our station as a toilet. Crew had to remove
faeces and wash urine away to make it safe and
clean. But it wasn't just people using the station as a
toilet, there were other issues along the coastline
including inconsiderate parking and littering.”
Matt Crittenden, Operations Manager at Littlestone
RNLI, said: "The beach today was beyond anything
I've ever seen, and it wasn't local people. There was
one big group who were on their third barbecue.”
Other concerns were raised about the way that
pavements were blocked, making it impossible to walk
along the pavement without having to go into the road
with prams and buggies. The traffic woes carried on
until late in the evening, with traffic tailbacks to the
M20 all the way down the A2070 stretching back 10
miles.
It is thought that with concerns over foreign travel, the
South East will be inundated with tourists and day
trippers over the coming months, which is very
welcome. But The Looker respectfully asks you to
consider the local people going about their every day
lives. Take your litter home with you and please park
responsibly.

Sweet new
outlook for The
Looker

by Andrew South

The Looker has a new base in the heart of
its distribution area, in Hythe High Street
where it shares space with a very tasty
retail offering in the form of The Sweet
Memories Candy Emporium.

Formerly a dress shop and more recently
a florist’s, the property – conveniently next
to Iceland - lends itself perfectly to picking
and mixing from an amazing range of
goodies, old and new.

This is perhaps not the best place to work
for anyone trying to lose weight as the air
is filled with sweet perfume on entering,
but The Looker desk is far enough away
from temptation. There is also a wide
range of soft drinks for thirst-slaking in any
kind of weather.

In the first few days of opening last week,
there was a constant stream of comings
and goings, with deliveries, customers and
well-wishers. To his credit, the businesses’
owner, David Wimble has done much of
the interior cabinet-making himself, even
to the extent of constructing his own
circular table-top saw.

So why did David choose to locate the two
very different businesses in Hythe.

“Local psychic, Pauline Mason, told me a
few years ago that she could see me with
a premises in Hythe, and she was right!”

he said. “Hythe High Street is full of really
good independent retailers, but I thought
there was a need for a good quality sweet
shop – the sort that I remember when I
was a kid!

“This shop seemed ideal as there is plenty
of space to browse, and it has a typically
‘olde-worlde’ feel about it. But I have been
wanting to have a presence in Hythe for
The Looker for a long time, so when the
property became available, I jumped at the
chance.”

The shop will be open every day except
Sunday, and although I intend to be there
as often as possible, there is room for any
new or aspiring budding correspondents to
use the space to write a piece, or pieces,
for The Looker.

The property has an additional string to
the Wimble bow – his radio operations
Radio Waves and Deluxe Radio which will
operate from a separate annex at the rear
of the building. I was greatly impressed to
be introduced to an original Radio 1
sound-desk, which, according to popular
myth was once used by Alan ‘Fluff’
Freeman – I couldn’t resist a bit of knob-
twiddling when David wasn’t looking!

So here we are, and with the help of
Davids Daughter Holly and a couple of
Brockhill Schoolgirls, Charlotte and Grace
and a small team of other dedicated
helpers, eager to sweeten your palate,
and to hear about any good stories you
may have.

We look forward to welcoming you to the
Emporium!

01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW
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Telephone:
0800 032 2699

T: 01797 342196
M: 07928534555

e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,

New Romney TN29 9RN
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Biggest ever virtual
conference for Kent
businesses goes live

by Andrew South

In a sign of the times - and perhaps with a view to how things
will be in the future - Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce is
presenting a virtual conference for businesses on-line on a
grand scale.

The one-day event reads like a festival event, with different
‘stages’, break-out rooms and dozens of ‘acts’, with a couple
of notable headliners. The analogy is compounded by the
attendees being able to pick and choose which ‘acts’ they
would like to see – or they can stay for the whole day.

Kent Conference Live, a full day of online workshops,
seminars and Q&A sessions aimed at enhancing, protecting
and connecting businesses takes place on July 7th between
9am and 4.45pm.

“The Government has been encouraging small and sole-owner
businesses to make greater use of technology, but we have all
been a bit slow on the uptake,” Jo James OBE, Chief
Executive of the Chamber told me. “But the pandemic has
forced our hand to engage with technology in a much more
positive way.”

“If someone had told me back in March that we would be
presenting such an ambitious conference in July, I would have
thought it unbelievable! But we have a great team who have
been able to put this together, and the younger staffin
particular have really come to the fore.”

The innovative conference will allow delegates to navigate the
stages - room to room - all in the comfort of their own office or
home environment. A stellar line-up of more than 20 speakers
will present seminars and workshops covering all aspects of
business, and the challenges to come in the next few months.

Among the star-turns will be the Phil Eckersley of the Bank of
England who will take an ‘off the record’ look at the UK
economy, and Adam Marshall, the Director General of the
British Chambers of Commerce, who will reveal how the BCC
is supporting chambers and chamber members throughout the
pandemic and beyond.

But there is something on the agenda for literally anyone in
Kent business of whatever size, which the Kent Chamber
hopes will set the scene for the future.

From technology, recruitment and grant-funding to virus-
proofing and promoting your business, there is a session or
more which will help SMEs, charities and corporate
businesses work their way into the future.

“The crux of this conference is to help businesses build
confidence in their customers again,” says Jo. “A recent
survey by the Office of National Statistics found that 37 per
cent of adults still felt uneasy about going out – we have to
provide assurances that Kent businesses are a safe place to
be.

“We launched our Covid Support Service immediately after the
lockdown announcement on March 25th, and have helped
9,000 Kent businesses, including 4,000 one-to-one support
sessions. The sector we have helped the most has been the
hotel, leisure and tourism businesses which have had to shut
down completely with no opportunity to attract any custom.”

Given how we have been forced into upping our tech game –
for most people ‘zoom’ was something only associated with
Billy Whizz in The Beano – will video conferencing play a
bigger role in our business activities?

“Yes, I think there will be much more tele-conferencing in the
future as a result of this period,” says Jo. “While physical
business meetings will still continue, so much time, money,
travel and effort can be saved by spending an hour on-line,
instead of spending a whole day of travel. Costs will be
minimal as there would be no venue charges, and a reduction
in travel will help the environment.”

It is astonishing how quickly the whole technology industry has
opened up new business opportunities, but it seems that this
could be one silver lining in the coronavirus cloud.

For details of Kent’s first virtual business conference and
booking information, go to: www.kentconferencelive.co.uk. The
event is free for Kent Chamber of Commerce members, and
£30 plus VAT for non-members if you book before this Friday
(3rd), and £35 plus VAT thereafter. Or you can call the
Chamber on 01233 503838.

Your
friendly
local
print
supplier

Whatever yourrequirementswe can help:
BusinessCards,Stationery, Banners, Posters, Flyers, Leaflets,

Calendars,Brochures, Magazines…absolutelyanything
We takecareofprint, youtakecareofbusiness

01797329012/07535328717
hugh@amberprintservices.co.uk

Music Scene -
Is There A Future ?

By Jan Holben

The COVID lockdown has affected businesses across the
country – with many businesses having not survived the three
months of closure. Eateries, pubs and bars, especially if they
have an outdoor space, will soon be allowed to open their
doors, if a little cautiously.
Sadly, many grass roots music venues must continue to
remain closed – and in Folkestone, which just before the lock
down announced its status as a Music Town, the continued
restrictions will be devastating. To bring government attention
to their plight – literally hundreds of music venues have signed
this open letter asking for support.
This is an Open Letter to the UK Government.
'We are the owners and operators of the UK’s Grassroots
Music Venues.

Our Grassroots Music Venues are the fundamental
foundations and cornerstone on which our world beating £5.2
billion per year music industry has been built for the last 60
years.

Without our Grassroots Music Venues, there would be no
Beatles. no Stones, no Led Zeppelin, no Duran Duran, no
Sade, no Oasis, no Skunk Anansie, no Adele, no Ed Sheeran,
no Dua Lipa. Our Grassroots Music Venues are absolutely
essential to the whole UK music industry bouncing back at any
time in the future. Our sector delivers training, rehearsal
spaces, recording opportunities and career development to
thousands of young people and are essential to our
communities.

We do not just support the next generation of world beating
artists. Grassroots Music Venues are where people come
together, where they celebrate, where they socialise.
Thousands of cultural professionals get their first taste of
working in the creative industries in our venues, including
many of those who go on to work in areas other than music.

Grassroots Music Venues sit at the very heart of our creative
nation.

Public Health advice is
clear.
Singing is a high-risk
activity.
Dancing is a high-risk
activity.
Standing close to other
people is a high-risk
activity.
Being in a confined space
for a long period is a high-
risk activity.

These are the four pillars of the live music experience we offer
in our venues. Coming together with friends and communities
to dance and sing with your favourite artists in any of the 800
grassroots music venues across the UK is the very core and
purpose of why we exist.

Last year there were more than 175,000 events in our venues
that gave people the experiences they love and the artists the
opportunities they need.

Since 20 March there have been no events. This is because
our sector has complied with the Public Health guidance. We
did the right thing. We closed to protect our communities. We
engaged with the government task force and we explored
every option available to reopen safely and bring live music
back.

We understand that in order to protect the public, it should not
be done until the health guidance changes and we also know
that trying to do it is economic folly which would be financially
ruinous; not just for us but for our entire sector. It is now time
for the government to do the right thing.

We are represented by Music Venue Trust, who have laid out
a simple clear plan to the government of the support our
sector needs to survive the next three months (July, August,
September) and to recover in the future. It consists of just two
steps.
1. A £50 million financial support package immediately
2. A reduction on VAT on future ticket sales, bringing tax
in UK Grassroots Music Venues into line with our major
international competitors
These measures are simple, quick, effective and would
prevent the closure of hundreds of Grassroots Music Venues.
They are the right thing to do. We are a dynamic, innovative,
and inventive sector.

We do not need permanent government intervention to exist.
We are not asking to become a permanently subsidised drain
on the public purse. We do not need the government to step in
and tell us how to run our venues. We need government to
take two simple steps and leave us to work out how to do the
rest.
We need you to do the right thing.
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Gurkhas’ charity run
raises thousands
Gurkhas handed over a cheque for more than £6,300 to East
Kent Hospitals Charity after completing a relay run of the
distance from John O’Groats to Land’s End at their barracks
near Folkestone.

Members of the 1st Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles covered
the 1956km at their barracks in Shorncliffe over 94 hours.
The money will go to the charity’s Helping your Hospitals
appeal, supporting front-line staff at the William Harvey
Hospital during the coronavirus pandemic.

Nicky Bentley, director for strategic development at East Kent
Hospitals, said: “It was really humbling to attend the cheque
presentation and be able to thank the regiment for their
dedication in raising funds for staff wellbeing initiatives at the
William Harvey Hospital. We are so grateful to the regiment for
undertaking this marathon challenge and look forward to being
able to use the funds to refurbish showering facilities.”

The regiment wanted to support staff at the William Harvey
because of its close links with the hospital;
many of the staff are spouses
or relatives of Gurkhas, and
some of the soldiers’ children have been
born there too.

Corporal Naresh Rai, whose
wife works at the hospital and
who helped organise the run
with Sergeant Indra Gurung,
said: “We feel very privileged to
have been able to support our
local NHS Hospital during this
pandemic. Our run was testing

but nowhere near as hard as the challenges faced by the staff
at William Harvey.

“We have raised a small amount of money but hope that this
expression of our gratitude will make a difference to the staff
at the William Harvey Hospital.”

Lieutenant Colonel Chris Conroy, Commanding Officer, 1st
Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles said: “As the local hospital
providing care to our soldiers and their families, we are
extremely grateful for the excellent work which the hospital
Trust continues to deliver.

“The William Harvey Hospital goes the extra mile to
accommodate the specific cultural and social nuances of the
Gurkha-Nepali population and it has been great to see the
way in which Sergeant Indra and Corporal Naresh have been
able to give something back. As a battalion, we look forward
to continuing to maintain this relationship.”

For more information about the regiment’s fundraising, visit
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/naresh-rai

Time for the
Many to do
their bit for the
Few

by Andrew South

The Battle of Britain Memorial Trust,
which manages a site which graces
the cliffs above Folkestone and looks
across the Channel, has, like many
charities been hit by the virus crisis.
And now it has taken the unusual
step of launching an online crowd-
funder in a bid to make up for the
losses it will experience this year.

For those who have yet to visit this
impressive site, it is a place of tranquility
and respect, which commemorates less
than 3,000 men who saved Britain from
invasion, and tells their story for future
generations to understand.

A superb statue of a lone airman stares
in perpetuity across the Channel,
waiting for his comrades to come home,
or maybe he is just pondering their
plight. However, little would he have
thought that an invasion by an airborne
virus would bring the country to its
knees 80 years later.

The Trust receives no money
from either central or local
government, but simply relies
on visitors to make
donations, buy
merchandise from the
shop or a coffee
from the on-high
café. It costs
£250,000 a year
to run, but with
the impressive
Wings Visitor Centre
closed for months, the Trust
has had to look at ways to
make up for the massive
shortfall in income.

So now, it has launched a
national crowd-funder to
encourage people to
donate towards the
management of the
Memorial.

“We receive no public funding of any
kind, but have always provided free
access to this fantastic site, in order that
people can pay their respects to the
‘Few’,” said the Trust’s Chairman,
Richard Hunting. “We tell the story here
of how the heroes of 1940 protected the
country from the Luftwaffe, and while we
wouldn’t wish to compare ourselves
with their heroics, we are determined to
weather this particular storm.”

The Wing was opened by the Queen
and Prince Phillip in 2015, and houses

the shop, café, display areas,
education centre and the
Scramble Experience, an
impressive interactive space

telling the story of the Battle of
Britain.

“We were planning a number
of fundraising events this year
to mark the 80th

anniversary of the Battle
of Britain,” said Wings
Centre Manager, Jules
Gomez, “but these are
now all cancelled, of
course.”

There are a number of
rewards for pledges,
starting for those
donating just £15, who
will receive a
commemorative Battle
of Britain lapel pin,
while those donating

£100 will have the benefit of a
private guided tour of the site

and complimentary refreshments. There
are rewards for those giving sums of
£30, £40 and £50 as well.

You can find all the details about how to
donate to the Battle of Britain Memorial
Trust at:
www.battleofbritainmemorial.org, or go
straight to the crowd-funder page at:
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-the-
national-memorial-to-the-few.

Actor John Challis (Only Fools &
Horses’ Boycie), added his weight to the
fundraising campaign.

“The Trust does a fantastic job in
highlighting the sacrifices and teaching
young people – and others – all about
the Battle of Britain,” he said, “so please
help the Trust to continue this great
work.”

The Memorial is currently open only to
those on foot, with the car-park closed
at the time of writing, but a clifftop
footpath runs right through the site and
the pedestrian gate is always unlocked.
You can park nearby, but you are asked
to do so sensibly and with due
consideration to the site’s neighbours.
Worth noting, though that the 102
Dover-Folkestone Stagecoach bus
stops right outside the Memorial in both
directions.

It’s time today for the Many to do their
bit for the Few and dig deep into
pockets in their memory, and for their
story to continue to be told for
generations to come.
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Local MP urges people to
help tourism bounceback
The Government has announced tourism and visitor

attractions will reopen in England from 4 July. Up to 635
businesses in Folkestone & Hythe will benefit, following local
MP’s support for reopening.
Damian Collins, welcomed the re-opening of the tourism
sector, giving a boost for the hundreds of businesses in
Folkestone & Hythe, and called on people to show their
support for businesses following a challenging three months.

Thanks to the efforts and sacrifice of the British people, we
are bringing coronavirus under control and meeting the five
tests set out by the Government needed for the safe
reopening of parts of our economy. The Prime Minister has
therefore set out further changes to lockdown measures in
England, to ensure people can see more of their friends and
family, help businesses get back on their feet and get people
back to the jobs they love.

As part of this careful easing, from Saturday 4 July, pubs and
restaurants will be able to reopen, providing they adhere to
Covid Secure guidelines, and some leisure facilities and
tourist attractions may also reopen if they can do so safely.
Damian Collins MP is urging people to show their support to
businesses reopening in Folkestone & Hythe, to help them
bounceback.

The Government will also be publishing detailed guidance to
help tourist attractions and accommodation venues to re-open
safely, such as by social distancing and cleaning protocols. A
new industry standard will also be introduced by Visit
England, so that the public can easily see if the venue is
carrying out the new rules.

While the infection rate continues to fall, the Prime Minister
has been clear that the public must continue to follow social
distancing guidelines to keep coronavirus under control. The
Government will keep all measures under constant review.

Commenting to The Looker, Damian Collins said: “Thanks to
the efforts of the British people to control the virus, I am
delighted we have created the space to allow people to take a
much needed
holiday and enjoy
everything
Folkestone, Hythe
and Romney
Marsh have to
offer. I hope
people get out to
support the
tourism and
hospitality
businesses which
are reopening and
which are so vital to our local economy and jobs. Safety is of
paramount importance and it is vital that social distancing
rules and safety guidance are adhered to, and local people as
well as our guests feel safe and I will continue to press that.”

Culture Secretary, Oliver Dowden said: “This is a significant
moment for the UK’s fantastic tourism and hospitality
businesses and the bounce back can now begin on July 4th.
Across the country people have been looking forward to
taking a day trip, weekend break or staycation following their
efforts in lockdown over the past three months. Britain
deserves a break and I hope people get out, support tourism
businesses and enjoy a break safely.”

Our Children and “it”
It, of course is “education”. Several of my Facebook friends,
under education, just write “university of life” Very appropriate,
because in effect, we are learning from our first howl in the
labour ward, to our last breath. There has been nonstop
coverage of education in recent weeks, what is happening in
schools, and what other people think should be happening!!

There is no doubt that the underprivileged and needy will
suffer from the lack of being in school, the lack of school
meals and emotional support. Some of which is being
provided by schools or charities. But I wonder if we are going
“over the top” about the remainder of normal children, and
under estimating the resilience of our children. They have an
instinct for survival. A formal education is a minimum of 13
years, rising to 17 or 18 if kids go into higher education. In all
that time, they have many hiccoughs in the road. My husband
has been a teacher all his working life, and a head of three
primary schools. We have raised a large family of boys.

Our boys have had whole terms which were a “write off” either
through illness, or when they just didn’t connect with the
personality of the teacher. They have had terms of jerky
progress with multiple supply teachers, because their teacher
if off sick or on maternity leave. (No reflection on supply
teachers as a whole, but it is hard to win the kids respect,
when you are only there for a short time, and kids will “try it
on”) We have had several major moves. One from a Midlands
county famed for being progressive to Kent, where not only
was the syllabus totally different, but the whole ethos of
education was conservative and totally different. They
adapted and thrived.

There is the problem of medicalising and excusing all
behaviour. Kids aren’t disobedient any more, they have
opposition behaviour disorder, or some such! Is excusing all
adverse behaviour robbing them of the responsibility of
learning to sort themselves out in life? It is good, that mental
ill health is recognised nowadays, but what was normal
teenage angst when I was a teenager, and you grew out of,
seems to have become serious mental illness. As a practice
nurse I worked with several GPs who had a good record on
addictions. But the serious point is that the initiative has to
come from the patient. Coping with life often comes from
inside you.

On the issue of taking children out of school for holidays, my
husband also felt that the government made a problem where
there wasn’t one. He found most parents, just filled in the
required form, amicably. It would have been better to sort out
the holiday companies ripping off families in the high season.
We, of course, had to take our holidays in high season, but

years ago, the premium was about 20 or 30% not the 200-
400% rip off that applies nowadays.

Some educationists talk about “missing six months of
education” Children haven’t missed six months. That covers
time when they would have been on nine and half week’s
holiday, counting Easter, half term and the summer holidays.
They have missed one term and twoweeks. From the
evidence of my own eyes, teachers have worked their socks
off, working with the children, giving good feedback and
marking, and zoom sessions. Many parents have also worked
their socks off, encouraging children to take part, and making
sure they finish the set work, and have enthused them about
projects.

Being in school of course is the best thing, for a million
reasons, but they are still learning, during lockdown.
Especially for little children, everyday life is education. We had
an outdoor meal with one of our sons for Father’s Day. Fridge
space was limited, so they put the drinks in a bucket of cold
water. Their two small children noticed the bottles had sunk to
the bottom, but a can of beer was floating. Why is the can of
beer floating, daddy? Cue for a simple science lesson. Their
school had done the lifecycle of a butterfly, and they had sent
away for a butterfly kit and released them while we were
there. One of them didn’t make it, it had an injured leg, so a
lesson in mortality.

Looking back to the war, thousands of kids were evacuated to
the countryside. At an age when our kids aren’t allowed to
leave their front gate without an adult, these wartime kids
were put on trains with their name round their neck, and sent
off into the unknown. Their experiences were very mixed, but
it was for their protection, and I’m sure today’s children will
grow to understand that the actions during Corona virus were
for their protection., and work hard to get back on track.
Believe in your children.
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The foghorn of the Marsh
nails as Mayor!

by Andrew South

Cast your mind back five years to an edition of BBC
Question Time when a young lady challenged the then
Home Secretary about new rules regarding tax credits,
which would have seen hundreds of thousands of families
worse off and struggling to make ends meet.

Before this epiphanous moment during the programme’s
recording, Labour Cllr. Michelle Keutenius, the new Mayor of
Folkestone Town Council, had little interest in politics, but her
questioning of Amber Rudd was replayed on news
programmes the next day – and eventually led to the new tax
credit rules being rejected by the House of Lords.

Her elevation to the prestigious Mayoral role came as
something of a surprise to Cllr. Keutenius.

“I’m delighted to say that the vote by the Folkestone councillors
was completely unanimous – it was really humbling, but my
political responsibilities suddenly became very real,” she told
me.

The role of Folkestone Town Mayor changes in May every
year, and Michelle has replaced outgoing Mayor Jackie Meade.

“The work of the Council has still had to continue during
lockdown, with many of our meetings being held virtually. Many
local organisations rely on council grants, such as the
Folkestone Owl Sanctuary – a familiar site in the town centre –
which has had to continue its work with our help.”

By trade, Michelle provides administrative business support on
a self-employed freelance basis, but perhaps the most
interesting aspect or her working life is as a nail technician –
these are the ones on the end of your fingers, as opposed to
the ones you hit with a hammer…

“I love the creative artistry involved, but I don’t just paint nails –
I create extreme arty designs,” Michelle explains. “Among my
most popular designs are the ‘Minions’ film characters and
comic strips, they are a real pick-me-up for customers!”

But this business has, for obvious reasons, been on hold.

So, it is holding the
community together which is
most important for the new
Mayor – and it has been the
Marsh community which has
been a major part of her life.
Although, she has lived in
Folkestone for 13 years, it
was her time in Hythe,
Ashford and Lydd (where
she was crowned Lydd Club
Day Queen in 1998) that is
especially meaningful to her.

“I loved that sense of
community when I was
growing up, especially in Lydd, where you knew everyone -
and I try to carry that feeling with me now.”

And I learn that she has quite a domestic community of her
own - she has four children from her previous marriage and
another four step-children with her second husband Neil, all
aged between ten and 25 years. “We’re like the Brady Bunch!”
she jokes. Neil also appropriately has taken on the role of the
Mayor’s Consort until May 2021.

So what are the key challenges proving to be in the first few
weeks of her new role?

“Well, it’s got to be the fact that I am the first Mayor of
Folkestone who was voted in to stay at home! The regulations

will change eventually, but I have been able to attend a couple
of events, laying a wreath at the Folkestone Memorial to mark
the Normandy Veterans Day, and attending the William Harvey
Sunday event.

“But one of the greatest
challenges will inevitably be
to find the ‘new normal’ for
the town, and what the
future will be. The truth at
the moment is of course
that no-one really knows,
but I’d like to play my role
as some sort of figurehead
for normality.

“We shall need to work out
how to support independent
traders, the small and
medium enterprises which
have taken a huge hit. I am worried about how this situation
will impact on small businesses – and I include myself in that -
but this is going to take some time.”

The new Mayor feels that she can bring something different to
the table, a freshness as someone who is relatively new to the
political arena. But five years ago, her political outlook was a
little different.

She voted for the
Conservatives in
2015, but it was
that damascene
moment on
Question Time on
live TV, which
made her re-
evaluate her
political direction.

“I caused quite a
hoo-ha at the time,
and for me it was a
reality call. I had
been fairly
apathetic about
politics before then,
especially in my
20s, but I was so
cross about the
unfairness of proposals for the tax credit system, and that
moment in the national spotlight actually contributed to a
change of government policy.”

But since her election to the Town Council as Labour
representative for the Folkestone East Ward, and elevation to
the Mayor’s role, it is clear that she is passionate that the
inspiration which sparked a change in national policy can be
used to help the local community which she holds so dear. And
history will play its role in her tenure.

“I am particularly interested in the period between Medieval
times and the Tudors – the past has shaped the history of the
world and humanity,” she adds.

As part of the role, the Mayor can nominate three charities to
support during their year, and Michelle’s are the Rainbow
Centre, Home-Start Shepway and the Kent Air Ambulance – all
very worthy causes.

And the relevance of our headline?

“When I was younger, my dad used to call me ‘the foghorn of
the Marsh’ as I was so gobby!”

Let’s hope that the mayoral foghorn can play her part in
helping Folkestone recover from the current crisis over her 12
months at the town’s helm, and bring the community together
again in what will, no doubt, be more trying times ahead…

Leas Lift Cafe Idea
Supported

By Jan Holben
Following a public consultation earlier this year, which
more than 700 people took part in, there was huge
support for a Leas Lift Cafe – with ads placed during
June to test interest in opening a cafe there.
The Folkestone Leas Lift CIC is a trust which campaigns
for the future operation of the Lift and spokesperson
James Walker-Osborn says “We are excited that we are
at the stage where we can help breathe life into the
historic building at the foot of the Leas Lift, whilst we
continue to raise funding to restore the Leas Lift to its
Victorian glory."
The cafe which will be well placed at the end of the
Lower Leas Coastal Park, and close to new development
currently taking
place, of 84 new
seaside homes,
will raise funds
for the operation
of the Lift – and
this will also
form an
important part of
any funding
applications.
The Leas Lift was
built in 1885 and
is a very rare cliff
funicular railway.
It connects
Folkestone town
with the beach
and is one of
only three water
balanced lifts
remaining in the

UK. It closed three years ago due to safety issues and
since then the tracks and machinery have degraded
further.
The Leas Lift trust are working towards bringing it back
into full use and will be applying for funding for
maintenance costs from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, it was also recently added to Historic Englandʼs
Heritage at Risk Register – this too will help safeguard it
for the future.
The cafe idea is widely supported and Mr Walker-
Osborn added "We appreciate these are challenging
times for many businesses in the local area, but we
have been encouraged by the feedback we have
received as part of a public consultation we are
currently undertaking to test interest in Leas Lift,
including visitor facilities and a café. Expressions of
interest in running the café can be made via the Leas
Lift Facebook page, at www.leaslift.co.uk or by emailing
LeasLift@vidi.co.uk - if you are interested in running a
Leas Lift cafe you will need to get your running shoes
on as letters of interest should be registered before
4pm on Thursday July 2.
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Damian Collins

Our Man
In Westminster

Romney MarshTyres
Derek Linch -Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

www .romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a

new tyre for your car

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466
All makes of:
NEW Tyres
FREE
FITTING
FREE
BALANCING

www.mediainabox.co.uk
01233 878233

TIMETO GET BUSINESS MOVING
We know times have been really tough on small businesses,
and now we all have to face a 'new' normal. At Media in a
Box we offer digital marketing solutions that REALLY work
including websites from just£495+VAT.

Get in contact and let'sget businessmoving together.

Lastweek Boris Johnson has announced a wide-ranging
package of measures to ease the coronavirus restrictions
and allow many sectors of our economy and society to re-
open. Key to this has been the decision to reduce the
social distancing guidelines to over one metre, rather than
two. This has been possible because of the falling number
of COVID-19 infections which are now below the level from
the time when the lockdown was introduced. Our common
action against the virus has made it possible to make these
changes now. From 4th July, pubs, restaurants,
hairdressers and cafes will be able to re-open. As will
places of worship for prayer, and weddings for up to 30
guests. Community centres and bingo halls will also be
allowed to open. On Monday I met with the Tourism
Minister Nigel Huddleston to stress how important it is for
hotels, bed and breakfast accommodation, caravan parks
and campsites to be allowed to re-open. The peak of the
summer season is vital to their survival for the rest of the
year, so I am pleased that they have taken the decision to
allow them to open to the public, again from 4th July.

In addition to these changes two households will be able to
meet up in any setting with social distancing measures and
people can now enjoy staycations in England with the
reopening of accommodation sites. Some leisure facilities
and tourist attractions may also reopen in order to begin
restoring the arts and cultural sector, if they can do so
safely – this includes outdoor gyms and playgrounds,
cinemas, museums, galleries, theme parks, arcades and
libraries.

As we begin to reopen the economy, it’s important that we
do not increase the risk of transmission which is why 'close
proximity' venues such as nightclubs, soft-play areas,
indoor gyms, swimming pools, water parks, bowling alleys
and spas will need to remain closed for now. Ministers
have said that they hope to be in a position to confirm the
re-opening of indoor gyms by mid-July. Of course, it is
important in all of these settings that people observe the
COVID-19 guidance.

This change in guidance will be welcome for the many
local businesses that work in the hospitality and tourism
sectors and means that people will now be able to get back
to work. However, this is not a return to ‘normal’. The virus
has not yet been defeated and we will have to be vigilant to
avoid spikes in infection rates. Also, although many
attractions and popular local places will be open, we must
expect that at times access will be slower, and fewer
people at a time will be able to enter, than was the case
before. Nevertheless, this is a very welcome step on the
road to recovery from COVID-19

Dungeness RNLI launched
to broken down fishing
vessel in the English
Channel
Dungeness Lifeboat resumed normal duties on
Friday 19th June as the crew were paged to launch
the lifeboat to assist a fishing vessel which had
broken down approximately three miles south east
of Dungeness.
The station’s press officer Sarah Becks told The
Looker: “The casualty vessel made contact with
the lifeboat station to
advise they required
assistance in getting
ashore due to problems
with their engine. It was
also nearly low tide
which meant that there
may not have been
enough water and so
prompt action needed to
be taken. Contact was
then made with the UK
Coastguard who paged
the crew to launch the
lifeboat. Once on scene,
the crew established a
tow line to the vessel

and towed them back to Dungeness in gale force
5 winds.”
Trevor Bunney, Second Coxswain/Mechanic, said:
“The casualty took correct action in calling for help
when they realised that their engine was in
difficulty and the tide was against them.
Thankfully, we were able to tow the vessel back to
safety. Today has been a good reminder that it is
essential to take a means of communication with
you when on the water so as to make contact
when needing help. If you find yourself in danger
or suspect someone else is in danger, please call
‘999’ and ask for the ‘Coastguard’.”
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The Railway say....
We're re-opening!

We’re steaming towards re-opening. The
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway have
been carefully following the latest Government
advice and guidance to leisure facilities and will
re-open on Saturday 4th July.

We’ve implemented a range of additional health
and safety measures to protect our passengers
and teams.

Our world-famous steam locomotives will still be
the same, but our journeys will be a little
different.

Our railway can only open in stages and we have
invested in changes to our coaches to enable
this. We realise the flexibility we usually can offer
is not possible, but we really would value you
coming to visit. The railway’s survival will be led
by how many passengers we see in the days
following Saturday 4th July.

The details of the revised arrangements are
detailed below as well as how to book. If the
situation changes we will arrange a change of
date for your visit to suit you or a full refund.
There will be no admin charges.

Pre-booking is essential. All journeys will begin
from New Romney Station (TN28 8PL) and
journey to Dungeness. Passengers will have 20
minutes to spend at Dungeness before their
designated return time. This will ensure we can
safely meet social distancing requirements. Our
usual capacity will be reduced so we suggest
booking early to avoid disappointment.
www.rhdr.org.uk

Socially distanced queuing and carriage
compartments. We’re following the
Governments 2-metre social distancing
guidelines. We’ll try to keep queues to a
minimum but where they exist you’ll see 2-metre
markers. Partitions between carriage
compartments will mean you can see those in
the compartment next to you but contact will be
restricted.

Additional hygiene measures.You’ll notice
some new additions to the station such as
hygiene screens at shop/catering counters, new
hand sanitising stations and carriage
compartment cleaning between each return
journey. Our teams have all had additional
briefings on social distancing and additional
cleaning measures.

Contactless payments are preferred.Please
pay by card in our gift shops and catering outlets
where possible. Gift Shops and Catering Outlets
will not be open as we restart but will be
available in shortly.

Bring a suitable face covering.We advise all
adults to wear a face covering when possible.
Face coverings will be available for purchase in
New Romney Shop upon arrival.

Hygiene and safety signs.To help guide our
passengers around the railway and assist with
hygiene advice new signage has been installed.
Please read it carefully.

Some facilities will be temporarily
unavailable.The Model Railway Exhibition and
Play Areas at New Romney are temporarily
closed.

Toilet facilities will continue to be available at
New Romney and Dungeness.

Thank you for your patience and continued
support.

Charivari Arts
Carnival Kit
Claim your free Charivari carnival kit. It
will arrive by post with lovely things to
make, dances to learn and upload and
fun to be had!!! We have 1000 kits to
send to young and old and everyone in
between. Yes, they really are free.

Beach Hut
Makeover
Begins

By Jan Holben

Work began recentley( to bring a ‘fresh
look’ to the beach huts and
surrounding area along Folkestones
sea front.

Many of the existing beach huts had
fallen into disrepair or been vandalised
over the years and these huts
(numbering around 40 huts) will be
removed with 80 new wooden chalets
to be built along the beach front area
below Lower Leas Coastal Park. The
new huts will vary in size from 1.8m
x1.8m up to 3m x 3m, offering lease
options at a rent to suit different
budgets. They will be wooden with
pitched felt roofs and finished with a
stain. The new huts are considered to
resemble those found along the Kent
coast and will complement the huts
which are being renovated.

A further 35 existing beach huts will be
retained and given a facelift – with
work taking place in the surrounding
area which will improve the retaining
walls and repair ramps and steps.

This work, delayed by the COVID-19
pandemic, is expected to take several
months with the huts being ready in
good time for the start of the 2021
season.

Cllr John Collier, F&HDC Cabinet
Member for Property Management and

Grounds Maintenance said: "We are
delighted to make a start on this
overdue scheme. It will bring about a
much-needed improvement for the
beach front area and also enables us
to increase the number of beach huts.
The trustees of the Folkestone Parks
and Pleasure Grounds charity have
supported this scheme as a way of
regenerating the area and stopping the
anti-social behaviour. It will also allow
the rental income of the chalets to be
maximised which is important so that
we can reduce any financial burden on
council tax payers. The huts bring
visitors to the area to enjoy our
coastline and are so popular that we
currently have a waiting list of people
wishing to lease them."

Work will start with the demolition of
some of the huts, with necessary
minor changes to access routes to the
promenade and beach in the area.
For more about the details of the
beach hut scheme go to folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk/beach-huts

Visiting your local nature
reserves
Now the lockdown has loosened,
and we are all able to get out and
about a bit more, I thought I would
take some time this week to let
you know what its like to be a Ranger at
the moment. The good news is, the
wildlife is thriving due to a reduction in
disturbance across the reserves.
However, the dry spring and summer has
meant that some of the wildlife, such as
orchids, have been struggling this year.

Thankfully the recent rain showers have
had an impressive effect on the wildlife
across Romney Marsh, as flowers that had almost given up for the year have
started to bloom. Viper’s bugloss, mallows, bird’s-foot trefoil and many other

flowering plants are springing
into life, which is a godsend for
the butterflies and many other
pollinators that have just started
to emerge in large numbers.

At the moment, you may find
that your favourite nature
reserve or its car park is closed,
or the footpaths are overgrown.
Please bear with us, as we are
trying to accomplish the right
balance for both the wildlife that
lives here, our staff’s safety and

the public who we love sharing the sites with. Staff that are normally out in
the spring managing the sites to ensure there is space for both humans and
nature on the reserves, have been asked, for their own and others’ safety, to
stay at home, and in some circumstances have been furloughed. We are
also (like many others) currently asking our volunteers to take a break from
their hard work and stay safe, as it is too high a risk to invite them back in to
help us.

All of this means that any Rangers that are able to get to the reserves now
have a long list of jobs to get on with, and fewer hands to do so than they
normally would, and as such it makes for quite a challenge. So all we ask
from you as a visitor to these special places, alongside enjoying yourselves
and the wonderful wildlife, is to make sure that if you do visit a reserve near
you, consider the Ranger that is looking after it before you decide to have a
‘field wee’, and take your litter home with you. Also, if you can keep BBQ’s
to your back garden or a friend’s garden, as the incredibly dry spring has led
to an increase in fire risk, so this will ensure you and everyone else, will still
have some beautiful nature reserves to stroll around in.
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WILDLIFE YOGA CHALLENGE

Romney Marsh Scouting is a very crazy
place to be!! During June some crazy
Scouting people have been involved in a
Wildlife Yoga Challenge. Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, Explorers, Scout Leaders and
their families joined thousands of people
across the UK taking part in the Wildlife
Trust’s annual nature challenge 30 DAYS
WILD. The youngsters worked on Bird
boxes; Quizzes; Bug Hotels; Surveys,
Scavenger Hunts and Feeding stations.

It was time, however, that Leaders
became more active participants.
Encouraged to do one wild thing a day
for health, well-being and for the planet -
District Commissioner Janet issued the
Wildlife Yoga Challenge where Leaders
had to strike various animal poses and
create some of their own. After a few
arm bending conversations Leaders got
their imaginations to work and went to
town creating some strange and
interesting poses!! Flamingos, adders,
butterflies, mice and seals featured
heavily plus one or two that were
unrecognisable!!

Yoga Champions and undisputed
Winners of the Challenge were Group
Scout Leader, Amanda and Cub Leader,
Richard from 1st St Mary’s Bay, along
with their children Freya and Aimee.
They celebrated with a Special Formal
Weekend Dine at Home Night with
Perfect Pizza, drinks and Gateau on the
menu. They also received a framed
certificate and celebrity status in The
Looker!

Sharing her thoughts Amanda stated the
Challenge had been fun and got the
whole family and Team St Mary’s Bay
Leaders involved. We had a great laugh
and the girls really enjoyed our Dine at
Home Night which was an excellent
prize.
GSL, Val from Lydd – Scouts always rise
to a Challenge and locally we have
issued several to our young people over

the past 4 weeks so it was about time the
grown-ups stepped up to the mark! New
Romney Beaver Leader Penny
commented - We
had such a laugh
doing the Yoga
poses, that’s what
it’s all about Fun!!
It was good to get
families involved
too as The Great
Scouting
Adventure involves
everybody. We all
kept to social
distancing rules.
Well done Team St
Mary’s Bay.

The photos highlight some of the lighter
moments:

1st St Marys Bay – Champions; Pizza 1;
SMB 2, 3, 7, 8,12

1st Lydd – Lydd Yoga & Lydd Yoga 4

1st New Romney – NR 1 & 2

All Scout Groups are currently running
meetings via social media and the
internet. For more information on how
you can get involved see Scout group
Facebook pages and
www.romneymarshdistrictscouting.or
g.uk or www.scouts.org.uk

Please note - No animals were harmed
during this photo shoot only a
couple of inflexible adults!!

Epic paddle-board journey
highlights waste pollution
crisis by Andrew South

We have been lucky over the years to have reported on some
extraordinary efforts by local people to raise funds for good
causes – both local and national. But the challenge which 31
year old India Pearson of Hythe set herself to support her
particular passion must have been one of the toughest yet.

Like most of us, she is enraged about the despoiling of our
beaches by the waste that we produce – and we only have to
remember the scenes we saw last week to realise just how
dreadful the human race can be.

She was inspired a few years ago on a visit to her second
favourite part of the country to Cornwall, when she came
across a ‘2 Minute Beach Clean’ board at the beach. The Two
Minute Foundation (www.beachclean.net) displayed the
board to encourage visitors to the beach to use one of the
litter-pickers provided to spend just two minutes of their visit
picking up litter as a contribution to the upkeep of the
county’s beaches. Three or four minutes is presumably
optional as well!

“What I great idea, I thought!” India told me enthusiastically.
“And wondered if we could have a similar board on Hythe’s
seafront. The #2MinuteBeachClean doesn’t ask you to clean
the whole beach, it doesn’t make you feel guilty for not being
able to make every organised beach clean, or for that matter
solve the entire crisis. It simply says “do what you can” in two
minutes on every trip to the beach or in fact anywhere, just
pick up a few pieces. The boards are there to inspire and
guide people to do their bit.”

In her bid to raise money for a 2MinuteBeachClean board for
Hythe, and being an enthusiastic paddle-boarder and
instructor, she came up with the idea of raising £500 by
paddle-boarding the whole length of the Royal Military Canal
from beginning to end.

Starting at Pett Level just the other side of Rye at 7am one
day last week, the epic journey took 12 hours to complete the
28 miles to Seabrook Sailing Club, where friends and family
greeted her with socially-distanced open arms…

But what made this challenge particularly extraordinary was
that she litter-picked the Canal the whole way.

“I had a support group of two who met me at agreed meeting
points so I could off-load my haul and paddle onto the next
meeting point,” she said. “I found some crazy things along
the Canal apart from the expected cans, crisp packets,
plastic bottles - a tyre, three large oil containers and a toy
boat which I tied to the back of my paddleboard for the
duration of the trip! I named it Bertie and it became my
mascot for the journey…”

(Bertie now resides in her garden as a reminder of her
extraordinary achievement, she revealed to me later.)

“However, the most surprising thing I found was a full
neoprene fisherman’s wader suit with attached Wellington
boots. It was so heavy, and I was grateful to offload it to the
guys when I met up with them!”

It was at this point she found that she had exceeded her
£500 target and people were still donating. “That gave me
such a boost and I felt so empowered to complete the
challenge at that point!”

Just as she was flagging on approaching West Hythe, she
had a surprise welcome from the Canal bank at Unit 1 where
friends and family had gathered to give her a final dose of
encouragement.

This was an extraordinary effort for the self-employed yoga
teacher, but one that India hopes will resonate with residents
and visitors alike to the Hythe seafront. As a result of her
environmental efforts, she has become just one of ten women
to be a #ShePaddles Ambassadors for British Canoeing,
which represents women in Paddle-boarding. The
Ambassadors are pivotal in promoting paddling and
encouraging more women and girls to get on the water.

“I hope to continue raising environmental awareness as a
#ShePaddles ambassador,” says India. “Not only can litter
picking along our waterways be great exercise, it is also a
great way of giving back to Mother Nature for allowing us to
paddle along with her!”
But what of the fisherman’s waders?
“I found they were still in fairly good condition, so it didn't
seem right to just put it in the bin. I got in contact with a
designer from Deal called Lorna Doyle (www.lorna-
doyle.com) who rescues wetsuits and transforms the waste
material into bags! Lorna was delighted to take in the waders
and I am excited to see what she makes from them - The
extra money raised will go towards more beach clean
equipment that can be added to the board, or even towards a
second board if we feel there is a need for it - and a good
excuse to do another fundraiser!”

To contribute to this appeal, and show appreciation for India’s
efforts for the environment, you can donate at:
www.gofundme.com/f/let039s-get-a-2-minute-beach-clean-
board-in-hythe.
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Your Letters
Dear Looker,
Would you possibly consider printing the letter below in the
next available edition of your excellent publication.

Having recently retired to this beautiful part of Kent from
Shropshire, we are appealing to your readers to help us try
to find the whereabouts of a lovely couple we used to holiday
with many years ago, but, unfortunately, lost contact with.

Archie and Pat Paine, ran Orchard Caravan Park at
Burmarsh, and on retiring they moved to Queensway,
Dymchurch. Archie, we believe, was born and bred on the
marsh.

Sadly, they didn't have a family themselves, but on our many
holidays with them Archie was always very kind to our three
sons, Ian, Neil and Graeme, letting them ride on his tractor
and followed him around on the caravan site, happily doing
'jobs' so-to-speak with Archie.

Myself, and my wife, Lynn, have many precious memories of
happy holidays, spanning around 35 years (early 1980s
onwards), spent in the Romney Marsh area, first with our
sons and then, when they had 'flown the nest', with our
grandchildren, who also loved their time on the marsh.

Since moving here we have tried to find someone who can
throw some light on our search for dear Archie and Pat, but
to no avail.

Our appeal is to ask your readers if anyone knows, or can
assist us in our quest to find this lovely couple.

We remember that Archie and Pat were members of
Folkestone Bowling Club (they treated us all to Sunday lunch
there, one year) and were very well known within the
camping and caravan holiday sites, if this helps jog any
memories.

Please, can anyone help us to find them?
Thank you.

Roger and Lynn Anthony. Lydd
Telephone: 01797 214377

Dear Looker,
I commence..and also conclude this letter by stating;
"Shame on you!"

The prevailing black and white situation perpetrated by quasi
"conscientious protesters" has resulted in; not..respect but
resentment. Such actions by those who consider riotous
and disrespectful behaviour has created disharmony and to
some considerable extent - division to the peoples of the
world, and finding racism where possibly, it never was!

The cliche; "Evil is in the eye of the beholder" is very relevant
to some people, for example; Recently a person considered
a monkey cartoon on the front of a cereal packet offensive.
This leaves me in no doubt that, with people like that
sharing my planet; we have, indeed, far to go, and to find
"bad" from every day normal things must be questionable in
their tumbled disorganised, state of mind. ( I think the
Americans would say; "Get a life!

Am I to seriously consider whether it is right or wrong to buy
white shoes / black shoes / pink shoes? Must we go about
our daily life questioning everything that has a colour and / or
finding it has racist overtones? (there are too many "ists" in
this world for my liking!) If you do not like what I say or do,
shall I go out and smash my local bank window?....Perish the
thought that such behaviour would ever enter into my most
deepest thoughts!

The media, notably the "top one`s" such as ITV news, Sky
news and especially the BBC have a lot to answer for. They
seem to find little merit in simply reporting, but have a style
of indoctrination with the omission of facts that do not suit
"themselves" and appear to happily gloat on any negative
issues. I recall a newspaper journalist stating; "Bad news
sells copy" (what he actually meant was; it fills his wallet)
Dog bites man (who cares) but man bites dog....now, that is
front page...but, oh, do we really need to know?

The reporting by those in the TV and the print media have
intent in selling news at all costs and the result is this
presentation and continuing barrage of all things that may
not concur with their interpretation, thus resulting in the
perpetual "fanning of the flames" with messages that do not
necessarily "illustrate" a problem but ... "accentuate" it.

So I say to those in the media who are guilty; try a little
harmony, try methods which heal and not wound. Tell the
"whole truth" where known and not just that which suits your
political correctness (ooo!...I hate that phrase too)

Most in the world ( I include myself ) who are reasonable
thinkers and well behaved people actually want us all "to get
on" but you, the media, seem intent on enjoying the fight; a
fight where there should not be one! Stop it, change, and
try to unite! Shame on you!

Yours ..a bit fed up!
Rick T. Bones.

Dear Editor
I have just read The Looker 0f 17 June. Would you be kind
enough to pass on my appreciation of the article by Ms Kim
Gandy. I do not think I have ever read an article in which I
agreed with every single word written. Her opinions are
strong but they express exactly how I feel about the Media.
Sadly many people are taken in by it all and so are
manipulated. I hope what Ms Gandy said will be a stimulus
to the thinking of all who read her article. In contrast I did not
agree at all with the idea of "modernising" Romney Marsh. It
is beautiful as it is - the thought of beaches and rowing boats
is absolutely abhorrent. Hands off the Marsh!
Regards,
Norma Oakeley

Dear David,
First like to say I really enjoy reading the Looker.
Other sea swimmers and I , have problems while swimming
on the dog- free beaches between St. Leonards road and
Twiss road in Hythe.
Many anglers seem to disregard other users of these
beaches with either casting off over existing swimmers,
leaving rod steel pipe stands below high water level( photo
attached), hooks and lines abandoned on the beach or on
the groynes.

While we respect their enjoyment of sea angling , the
designated dog-free beaches should only be used for non-
fishing purposes.

Also, there are swimmers who use these beaches for cross
channel training during the short summer season. There is
ample space from Twiss rd. to Battery Point for the Anglers (
2kms).

Years ago there was designated sections on the east side of
the groynes at Stade Street and Twiss Road clearly marked
on the promenades for swimmers. These had been removed
Am sure many other readers would agree with my concerns
who enjoy our beaches

Regards

A Hythe Beach admirer.

Congratulations
Roy and Jill on this

very special
occasion, 60 years

of wonderful
memories with lots
of fun and laughs
along the way. We
are very lucky to
have had such a

wonderful mum and
dad/ nanny and

grandad. Love from
family and friends in

England and
Australia.

BLANK CANVAS
(St. Mary’s Bay)
By Patricia Irvine

France lies on the horizon
Within a band of pink light

Like humps of a violet sea monster
The French coastline appears

The air is humid and hot
The sea, pale grey, reflects the cloud

The band of colour-washed pink,
marks the horizon

And the Sun’s hiding place…

Grey silhouettes of ships lie in the
channel

The tide murmurs, softly turning on
warm sand

Gulls and seabirds forage and clouds
begin to break

Shafts of sunlight glint upon the water

Bands of shingle and golden sand lie
silent

Salty pools fill their hollows

All, is a glorious, undiscovered blank
canvas

Awaiting the imagination of the
young…

Who will come with buckets and
spades

To create an innocent wonderland

© Patricia Irvine
www.patriciairvine.co.uk

Author of ‘In Light and In Shade’
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Romney Marsh from the air
A look at the Romney Marsh from a different perspective. Photos from John Wimble & John Harmer

In my own words
Readers Write......

Top: Burmarsh is one of the oldest villages on the Marsh. It still has a public house, ‘The Shepherd & Crook’, and All Saints Church
dates from the Norman era.

Bottom: Ancient and modern at Old Romney. The ‘Rose & Crown’ Inn was built as two farm buildings in the 17th Century, and with
ten other buildings it once comprised the whole village. It first became a licensed public house in 1806. The Solar Farm can be

seen in the background.

Black Lives Matter As
Well.
On Saturday 20th June at 10 am, a small group of us joined a
quiet peaceful demonstration to protest against the treatment
some people suffer because of the colour of their skin. As
part of the demonstration, I put together a small display about
black lives of history in Kent. The information came from the
Medway African and Caribbean Association.
Many people have said to me that all lives matter and this is
certainly true but it is heartening to see people of all skin
colours and all ages standing together to remind society of its
responsibilities to treat everyone with dignity, respect and
equality.
In the UK, we have a history of anti discrimination laws going
back to the race relations acts of the 1960’s. The most recent
is the Equality Act of 2010, which is comprehensive in its
coverage of all types of discrimination, both direct and
indirect.
We have the laws and yet there is a strong feeling within
society that black people still suffer prejudice and
discrimination, possibly in circumstances where it is difficult
to prove intent or to apprehend the perpetrator.
The best way to really change society is to show that there is
a real understanding of equality and respect. If people are
determined to show togetherness, communities are stronger.
We can all demonstrate that we will not tolerate racism in any
form. That is the aim of the latest mass protests.

The murder of George Floyd in America on 25th May touched
a nerve across the world. Four officers have been charged
with his murder.
It was followed by another murder, that of Rayshard Brooks,
who was shot in the back by a policemen in Atlanta, Georgia
on 12th June.
Breonna Taylor, a 26 year old African American medical
technician had been shot and killed by the police at home on
March 13th, when police in Louisville were executing a no-
knock search warrant.

We are fortunate that we don’t have a society where guns are
accepted as a normal part of life and we have a great deal of
respect for our own policemen and women. Nevertheless,

stop and search is used more among black people than white
people. The figures between April 2018 and March 2019
show 4 stop and searches for every 1,000 white people
compared to 38 for every 1,000 black people. For Asian
people, the figure was 11.
Perhaps the gang culture explains these figures to a large
extent but it is something we need to be aware of. Certainly,
communities can be protected by police and good training is
essential in order that a difficult job can be carried out with
professionalism and sensitivity.

Thinking of the past, I understand that there are people and
events in history that have caused misery and distress. The
slavery of so many people taken from their homes and
countries overseas in terrible conditions is one of the things
that shames humanity.
We must learn from the past and remember it. As the years
go by it is sometimes difficult to accept that such things even
happened. By leaving the reminders of history, we help
ourselves to understand and hopefully make sure that these
things never happen again. We can explain events and make
sure that education gives the story of a world where people
have had to fight for their rights. We can be thankful that we
have moved on as a civilisation and show that we give equal
opportunities to all people.
Lives have improved but it is important to make sure that we
continue to fight against injustice and inequality wherever it
exists. People should be confident that whatever their colour,
creed or gender, they can live with dignity and equal rights.
Sadly, the only time we received abuse on our New Romney
History Society Facebook page was when I gave a talk on
Nelson Mandela in 2018. I find it hard to think that anyone
would wish the return of apartheid in the world.
The pandemic has made us aware once again that many
people live in poverty and cannot manage if their work is
reduced. The opportunity to work for a living is something we
have taken for granted to a large extent in the UK because
unemployment is low. However, many people are on zero
hours contracts and others work in casual jobs or part time.
Once again we are thinking about inequality in society. While
some people have enjoyed time with their families at home,
others have struggled with money and will continue to do so.
Much of this is linked with race. In the US the problems have
also been severe and this has added to the crisis.
Certainly all lives matter but we must make sure that
everyone has equal opportunities within society. Racism
should not exist and yet we cannot say that it does not.

Gaynor Cobb



4. Leave to hang outside for
10 – 15 minutes.

5. Place the shirt in the
washing machine leave
the sticky back in place
so that the bleach does
not spread further. Re-
move the plastic after
washing and then dry in
a tumble dryer or on the
line.

6. This is what happens af-
ter you remove the sticky
back plastic

These instructionsand many more lock down projects can be
downloaded from Teach Me at www.teachmecourses.co.uk.
or, call 01797364366formore information.

1. Draw around your child’s
hand and add a design if
you want.

2. Copy this onto sticky back
plastic. peel and stick
down firmly onto the shirt.

3. Place some card or plas-
tic bag inside the shirt so
that that the spray does
not seep through onto
the back of the shirt. In
a spray bottle put some
bleach and a little water.
Spray around the hand
and surrounding area.
NOTE: This part should
be done by adults! Be
careful not to overspray
to avoid seeping through
to the back of the shirt.

MAKE A
TERRIFIC TEE
SHIRT

Page 24 Page 25

G. NEWING
Electrical Contractors Ltd.

58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations

Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting

With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer

NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

Funeral in the Time of
Covid-19
I agreed to support a friend at
his mother’s funeral on 24th
March. The funeral had been
planned well in advance but
with the virus making an
increasing diversion in normality,
it had to be scaled down to a
modest level. Though a formal and
moving event the family clearly
regretted that it scarcely did the
lady the justice they had all
intended. This was just the
beginning of much stricter
sanctions to come.

Two months later on 22nd May I was present at the funeral of
another mother. This one was known to me personally and
was a person I had liked and admired. She too was 87 years
old but unlike the first she had died alone after testing positive
for the virus in a Canterbury Care Home. I was determined
that she should not be buried alone and so I embarked on a
journey through an England that was there in form but not
there in humanity, to attend at Wigston Cemetery in Leicester.

At Ashford station there were only three people on the
platform, two of them masked. I sat with one waiting for the
train. He too was travelling to London for the first time. As
has been frequent during these troubled times we instantly
became friends and encouraged each other on our respective
ventures. The train carriage I went into had only one other
person in it. We disembarked at St Pancras after the empty
train had rattled through to one of the platforms of our
grandest station in the abandoned centre of Britain.

The city stood, the buildings remained but life was gone and it
had become like a post-apocalyptic scene made real. On the
Euston Road one or two homeless stooped and shuffled. A
short cleaner in a mask listlessly pushed her cart along
between closed shops inside the huge station. The life, the
joy, the usual noise and colour were gone. No people, no
goods, no movement, shapes and colours. It was a sensory
deprivation, curious and disturbing. I went up an escalator
that swished dolefully and wobbled pitifully.

On boarding the express train to Leicester the wide red seats
of the EMR promised a carnival that would not materialise.
The lights were off and when they lit reluctantly the train
grumbled and moved wretchedly on its now pointless trek to
another closed city. Sure enough the station at Leicester was
dark while a narrow path of arrows and barriers directed one
into the lonely street. A taxi with a helpful Pakistan born
driver took me to the cemetery. He had been in Leicester
since he was a boy. He loved the city. I like it too with its
handsome housing stock and spacious settings.

It was warm and windy at the attractive cemetery. The vicar
greeted me. I noticed that we both have the sort of hair that
is designed to be blown about and look just the same. This
made me smile. One or two others gathered and very soon
the stately black hearse swept in. We walked carefully to the
graveside. The cemetery, spacious and well-appointed with
mature trees, has an orderly policy for the layout of graves.
They are in nearly regular closely spaced lines with wide low
gravestones of a heavy mould and somewhat flash
appearance. This is in cotrast to the ancient lichen covered
gravestones that we have on the Romney Marsh. With some
carelessly placed flowers and uneven clumps of grass
covering mysterious lumps in the earth the stern original plan
is tricked into an endearingly human muddle.

My friend was to be buried in the reopened grave of her
husband of fifty odd years. We stood nearby, careful to
distance ourselves. Although I had not been able to source
any, others had and there were magnificent flowers. I was
pleased by this luxurious touch. Mary was lifted by four tall
black tail coated and solemn pallbearers like a feather weight.
In death as in her life she gave no trouble, she joined in; she
gave more than she took. Always fashion conscious for her
last appearance she was in hand woven wicker with red and
white accoutrements. I stepped forward and placed a copy of
her memoir Mary, Quite Contrary, on the coffin. It seemed
right that her well written and remarkable story should go with
her.

The ceremony was charming, intimate and unusual. The
quality brought into prominence not just from memory of the
delightful, cheerful and somewhat eccentric lady who was
being interred but also by the imaginative and touching
eulogy written for the occasion by her Oxford educated son, a
publisher and voiced as if by the mother herself addressing
us from her new status in a satisfactory forever. Some eyes
moistened, some lips moved into fond smiles.

Though largely strangers to each other, the concern and
warmth we few felt spread in the air and created once more
the life that had been so sadly missing in the long journey
through an England temporarily absent from its social and
communal spaces. The lady may have died alone but at the
very end she regenerated for me that consoling human
meeting place that flows between people despite the often
merely formal words and polite murmurs. It works at a deep
level where we can be part of each other in a never ending
resource. A resource that moves us deeply as it passes
unspoken, reassuring and continuous when we are together.
I journeyed back through the hollow reaches of the deserted
kingdom, came home and slept.

Briony Kapoor 25.05.20

Holy Smoke !
Church gets struck by
Lightning
The Stunning Old Romney
Church (St Clements) had a
lucky escape when it took a
direct hit by lightning, during
the recent storms
Malcolm Watkinson, who
looks after some of the
maintenance of the Marshes
beautiful churches told The
Looker: “ I just went to inspect
the damage from the storm at
5:30. Lightning struck the top
of the spire and shingles
blown from the top of the spire near the
weathervane. Lightning conductors blown from the
building. Lucky it did not catch fire! It has fried the
incoming electricity supply cable and damaged the
electrical installation which was reported to UK
Power Networks.”



2020 – another annus
horribilis
By Kim Gandy

As we step closer to freedom, I find
myself reflecting, with some
chagrin, upon what has so far been an
annus horribilis.

Actually, the more I look back at the
months since that fateful day, 23rd

March, the more I listen to
different medical, scientific and economic experts and
compare their comments with those of the so called “daily
briefing” team, the more sceptical I become.

It’s only when you turn away from the daily hysteria of the
mainstream media, the howling hyenas of the 24 hour news,
the scurrilous scribes of the national dailies and the constant
cackle of the political commentators and do some ACTUAL
research, that you begin to realise the magnitude of what has
just happened.

I won’t bore you with statistics here because, like me, you’ve
probably had Covid death figures, “R” rates, “flattened curves”
and all manner of other related virus vagaries up to your
earholes.

Suffice it to say, there is much more to this than meets the
eye and no – I am not talking about David Icke or Covid
emitting from 5G transmitters. I’m simply saying that once you
start listening to the findings of other experts, it is quite
startling.

What’s even more startling for me is the events of the past
few weeks and the level of hysteria that has been ramped up
because of events 4000 miles away. Again, I have listened
patiently to both sides of that particular argument – and
especially to many black political commentators whose views
are totally different to those being promulgated by the
mainstream media.

I am firmly fixated on the idea that a lot of this has been
heightened by the actions of the aforementioned whose
constant race-baiting, misreporting and poor journalism has
created a far more dangerous atmosphere than the fear they
ratcheted up so far. They terrified millions of people into
almost total self-imprisonment for weeks.

And now we have cowardly employers sacking people just for
opposing the violence and bullying coming from those for
whom Communism seems to be a prized ambition and goal.
(Be careful what you wish for: you might just get it.)

As for the highly paid football players who subjugate
themselves to bullying and threats, despite living in ivory
tower luxury, behind 20ft high walls and electronic gates,
whilst their fans struggle to pay the ever-increasing ticket
prices, I have nothing but contempt.

Eighty years ago, my grandfather was patrolling the streets of
this country on ARP duty and over a hundred years ago was
fighting in Northern France, for the rights and freedoms of the
people of this country – and of those in the Commonwealth.

He fought alongside men of all colours in WWI; a brotherhood
of soldiers who had a common goal: world peace.

He and all his comrades – millions of whom never came
home – had a dream of a better world where people felt free

to speak their minds without fear of retribution or
condemnation. That state of affairs was moving along
admirably. However, in the last three decades in particular, it
seemed this was coming along very nicely with more equality
between the sexes and cultures: a more equal society with
opportunities for a better life for everybody. Far more than
anywhere else in the world.

The people of this country – and their English-speaking
cousins in other countries – were getting along just fine, with
different nationalities and cultures living alongside each other,
integrating and generally just enjoying a blissful period of post
war peace. Of course, there were some problems to be
ironed out but on the whole, this country became so popular
that everyone wanted to come here: and come here they
did… and still they come, Covid or no Covid.

Fast forward to 2020 and we are now in the grip of a kind of
madness whereupon expressing an opinion is hate speech if
it doesn’t go along with the prevailing narrative and even
thinking the wrong way can now get you a visit from the police
(remember the ex-policeman who got a visit from the police to
“check his thinking” because he expressed a totally
innocuous opinion).

And now, your entire life and livelihood can be “cancelled”
because you had the temerity to stand up for what you
believe in, even if no “isms” were expressed in your speech or
actions.

I think now is the time to “cancel” the professional “offence
takers” who have made themselves self-appointed moral
guardians of everybody else’s views and opinions and boycott
all those who sack their own employees for having the
temerity to speak out on something they feel strongly about,
in their own time.

It’s beyond absurd.
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The question posed is "why
do people drop litter?”
Summertime, a time to enjoy the countryside and experience
the restorative powers of nature. Be warned, these days you
are more likely to get angry and depressed at the sight of
other people’s dropped litter or waste, everything from casual
litter to deliberate fly-tipping.

While litter on our beaches is now at the forefront of people’s
minds, with a prediction that there will be more plastic in the
oceans than fish in a few years time, general littering of our
countryside and communities is barely on the national radar.
Yet the amount of “eyesore” litter, not just plastic, is
increasing rapidly especially on roadsides, in rivers and
across the countryside and has a hugely negative impact on
people’s lives. A large amount of this is being washed down
the drains which results in it finding its way into our oceans.

There’s a large amount of research backing up the point
which partly explains why littering has been reported to be
more common among young people and people with a
weaker attachment to their surroundings. For those same
people, feeling part of a small group is especially important,
one way to express that is through defiance of broader
norms and regulations, they often find it especially awkward
to hold onto an empty can until they reach a recycling bin,
especially if mates have already thrown theirs to the ground.
Peer pressure, the threat of being an outcast, and possible
bullying act as a negative influence when it comes to doing
the right thing and respecting the local community.

The distance to a litter bin was one of the strongest
predictors of littering, the further away you are from a litter
bin the more likely you are to drop litter. So if towns and
villages put more litter bins in public spaces, people start
doing the right thing by using them. This proves a basic
assumption we make about litterers is wrong, namely, people
who litter do it because they don’t care. Quite often those
people do care but it’s too much of a hassle, it’s too
inconvenient, or they are downright lazy. So people do litter,
even though they are concerned about it, this could be said
for many environmental issues. We don’t mind doing the
right thing as long as it’s not too disruptive to the way we live
our everyday lives.

It’s also clear that we have a huge influence on each other.
The presence of existing litter was strongly predictive of
littering behaviour. So if you’re in a place that’s already highly
littered, you’re much more likely to repeat this behaviour than
if you’re in a place that’s clean or free of litter, the magnet
effect, litter attracts litter. The subconscious justification that
someone else has dropped litter there so it must be ok for
me to do so.

Research shows that litter negatively affects people’s
feelings of wellbeing and safety. Littered streets feel
abandoned, consequently their inhabitants do too. Litter ruins
people’s enjoyment of the countryside and makes open
spaces feel like neglected waste ground.

On the Romney Marsh where I spend a lot of my time, many
of the verges along roadsides are strewn with litter, dog poo
bags hang from trees, discarded fast food containers lay in
hedgerows and sacks of household rubbish are just dumped
for someone else to deal with.

Recently, working with a group of litter picking volunteers on
a small section of littered road we had barely made a start on
picking up the rubbish, yet managed to fill eight large bags
with shoes, food containers, polystyrene packaging,
aluminium drink cans, clothing, glass and plastic bottles, a
television set and traffic cones.

It’s not just an eyesore, the wildlife suffers too. New research
on roadside litter by the RSPB and Keep Britain Tidy found
that more than 8% of discarded bottles and almost 5% of
cans contained the remains of some of our rarest native
mammals, including shrews, bank voles and wood mice.
Innocent creatures perished because of careless actions.

Perhaps the answer to the question is instead of focusing on
trying to change people’s behaviour we should consider
tackling the root of the problem at its source – that would
mean a zero-waste society.

We’ve never had a better chance to make a greener world.
Covid-19 has delivered unexpected environmental benefits:
cleaner air, lower carbon emissions, a respite for wildlife.
Now the big question is whether we can capitalise on this
moment



Hi there fellow film fanatics. I thought I'd go for a different
approach this time and give you an idea of what you can look
forward to post lockdown and take it from me there are some
real crackers waiting.

Firstly I'd like to apologise in advance because this Friday
Downtown Abbey premieres on Sky/Now TV and while I class
myself as a film fanatic, I cannot and will not watch period
dramas. This is the one genre I just cannot get my head round.
So I hope you enjoy it and to be fair if you've seen the TV
series you will know what to expect.

With the lockdown causing the closure of cinemas and
therefore a number of film premieres being cancelled, you can
expect a conveyor belt of blockbusters hitting the big screen.

The Heavyweights:
No Time To Die: The 25th Bond film in the series 'No Time
To Die' sees the last appearance of possibly the best Bond of
them all Daniel Craig and while the debate of who will replace
him goes on, I fancy Idris Elba getting the role, we have
another classic Bond film to watch.

In this latest instalment Bond has left active service but his old
friend and CIA operative Felix Leiter asks Bond for his help in
finding a missing scientist. When Bond discovers the scientist
has been abducted he must go against a new adversary Safin
(played by the excellent) Rami Malek. Explosions, stunts,
action it will all be in there and it won't disappoint.

Mulan: The latest 'live action' offering from Disney
following The Jungle Book, Lion King, Dumbo, Aladdin and
Lady and the Tramp. Mulan the story of a heroic Chinese
princess. If you've seen the trailer you will be just as excited as
I am at the prospect of seeing this one.

Top Gun: Maverick: The return of Pete Mitchell (Tom
Cruise) 30 years later but still looping the loop as a test pilot.
With Jerry Bruckheimer at the helm and music by Harold
Faltermeyer can we expect an 80's film with a 2020's feel.

West Side Story: Almost 60 years after the
original this classic is brought back to the life by Steven
Spielberg. Spielberg is staying true to the original and keeping
the remake in the same period the 50's.

I loved the original and I am sceptical about remaking a
classic, maybe they could have brought the story into the 21st
century but I'm guessing they will keep the soundtrack and
surely they won't touch the storyline. I will still be there to see
this one though.

A Quiet Place: Part II: The Abbott family are back
trying to survive in a world of silence. Husband and wife team
John Krasinski and Emily Blunt are back in a story of creatures
who have taken over Earth and who hunt by noise. The
original was a huge box office success and I'm expecting big
things from the sequel.

The Superheroes:

Black Widow: (Wait a
minute didn't she...... in Avengers
Endgame) Scarlett Johansson brings
the Russian superhero Natasha
Romanoff to life in Marvel's latest
instalment. Black Widow tells of the
origin of Natasha Romanoff's
transformation into the Black Widow
and her involvement with the KGB.

The New Mutants: A spin-off of the X-Men
franchise this follows a group of teens learning to come to term
with their superpowers.

Wonder Woman 1984: DC's superhero battles female
adversary The Cheetah and Maxwell Lord. Expect lots of
action and a banging 80's soundtrack.

The Sequels:

Halloween Kills: Michael Myers is back in the
12th instalment of the Halloween series. Halloween Kills is a
sequel to 2018's Halloween.

Saw 9: Jigsaw has gone but American comedian Chris
Rock has re-ignited the franchise and stars in this latest
offering called Spiral. Rock has changed the title but you can
expect more gore and fiendish traps.

Fast & Furious 9: If it ain't broke, don't fix it they
say. Dominic Toretto (Vin Diesel) and his crew are back and
this time they face a skilled assassin and high-performance
driver in the shape of Dom's brother Jakob (played by John
Cena)

Coming2America: Eddie Murphy is back as
Prince Akeem in a sequel to the 1988 film. Akeem discovers
he has a long-lost son in the US so must return to America to
meet the unlikely heir to the throne of Zamunda. Ably
supported by Arsenio Hall, James Earl Jones, John Amos and
Wesley Snipes it will be interesting to see if Murphy can
recapture the laughs of the original.

Bill And Ted Face The Music: Keanu
Reeves and Alex Winter are back and their mission is to bring
harmony to the universe through their music. "Be excellent to
each other dudes"

One for Kids:
There are loads of films for the family some of the better ones
The Secret Garden, Artemis Fowl, Minions: The Rise of Gru,
Ghostbusters 2020, Jungle Cruise, Peter Rabbit 2: The
Runaway and Clifford The Big Red Dog.

Happy viewing people and stay safe.
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By Vince Shell
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WINNERS ANNOUNCED FOR LOCAL ROTARY
CLUB YOUTH COMPETITIONS

The four local Rotary Clubs (Folkestone, Folkestone
Channel, Hythe and Romney Marsh) are delighted to
announce the results of our Young Artist and Young Writer
competitions, held during April and May to help occupy
schoolchildren during the coronavirus lockdown. All the
entries were of a high standard and we send our
congratulations to all the youngsters who took the time and
effort to join in. The Winners were awarded gift vouchers
and special Winner’s Certificates and all our budding artists
and writers received Participation Certificates.

The theme for the Young Artists was ‘The Seaside’ and the
Winners were:

Senior: Scarlett Esson of Folkestone

Intermediate: Sisters Rosie and Molly Calais of

Lydd-on-Sea were the joint winners

Junior: Abigail Calver of Hythe

The theme for the Young Writers was ‘Inspiration’ and the

Winners were:

Senior: Amelia Sykes of Folkestone

Junior Rosie Ibbetson Revel of Sandgate

with Amelie Law (also of Sandgate) as Runner-up. We

were also delighted to have a Junior entry all the way from

Uganda! Ethan Vwizeye, was awarded a Specially

Commended Certificate.
Well done everyone.

(or making your pennies work harder)

Simple everyday cookery.

Despite the fact that we are all at home, and doing more of our
own cooking, the overdose of cooking programmes seems to
have eased! But previously, the more cookery programmes,
and the posher our kitchens became, the less cooking we did
at home, or so the researchers told us!

TV cooks sometimes talk about “Apple crumble with a twist” or
“cheese scones with that extra bite” when the truth is that
many people, wouldn’t know where to start with a basic Apple
Crumble, or cheese scones.

Perhaps a bit late, after the lockdown is easing, but hopefully
you will see that cooking can be simple, rewarding and help
you to keep within your budget. There is no magic or mystery,
everyone can have a go and make a success of simple
cooking.

COTTAGE PIE

Ingredients.

Any amount of minced beef.

About half that much of hard vegetables, carrots, swedes,
parsnips, celery, onions, leeks, and a few soft vegs, like sweet
peppers and mushrooms. The combination of veg doesn’t
matter, whatever you have at home. But you do need
something from onion family, either onions or leeks or similar,
to give it taste.

Salt, pepper, a pinch of mustard, and a pinch of mixed herbs.

Mashed potato.

Method.

Put the meat into a thick bottomed pan, and allow to sweat for
a few minutes over a low heat. Add whatever vegs you are
using, cut up small. (If you struggle cutting up onions, do the
cutting up in a bowl of cold water, and then strain off.)

Crumble an Oxo cube into a jug, add boiling water and stir
until completely dissolved, adding the seasoning to jug.

Put into the meat mixture, bring up to the boil, and then turn
down to simmer, for about an hour. Check it is cooked by
trying the hardest things with a fork, which are probably the
carrots or swede.

While this is happening, peel and boil however many potatoes
you need. When soft, mash with a potato masher, with a knob
of butter and a few tablespoons of milk. If you have a metal
masher, use an old or stainless steel saucepan, so it doesn’t
spoil the non-stick surface of your pans. If you have a silicone
masher it doesn’t matter.

When the meat is cooked, thicken with gravy granules. If there
is a lot of liquid, drain some off,(can be saved and frozen) the
mixture doesn’t want to be too runny. Put into an oven proof
dish, and top with the mashed potato. Make a pattern with a
fork, and brown under a grill. You can also top with
grated cheese if desired.

It is worth making a goodly amount, if you can afford it.
The meat mixture, or complete pies, freezes nicely.

Budgeting Tips
(or how to make your pennies work harder)

Budget Tip.

Freezer space is probably your closest friend in
budgeting wisely, and making each penny do the work
of 6! If you are short of freezer space, the smallest
size of chest freezer is a good buy, and can sit in the
corner of any room, behind the sofa if necessary! If
you are struggling with debt and saving seems
impossible, think SMALL. Sellotape up a jamjar with
lid on, so it will be a chore to open it, make a slit in
the top, and put £2 a week into it. In 6 months you
will have over £50, enough for a 2nd hand small chest
freezer. A wise man once said- THE CHEAPEST
PERSON TO BORROW MONEY FROM IS YOURSELF! That
is using your own savings, without debt, worry and
aggressive creditors.



COUNCIL’S PRIDE AT
STEP SHORT ARCH
TRANSFER
Folkestone & Hythe District Council is proud to now be
responsible for an iconic monument honouring the sacrifices
made during the First World War.

The Step Short commemoration memorial arch – which stands
proudly at the top of the Road of Remembrance in Folkestone
– pays tribute to the soldiers who marched through the town
on the way to the battlefields between 1914 and 1918.

It has also attracted tourists from across the globe since
Prince Harry formally unveiled the structure at a special
ceremony in August 2014.
Trustees of the Step Short charity which successfully led the
project are in the process of disbanding the organisation and
have recently transferred the ownership of the arch to F&HDC.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC Cabinet Member for the District
Economy, said: “It is a proud moment for the council to be
taking over the responsibility of the memorial arch as we have
supported the scheme from the very beginning. Over a short
period of time it has quickly become highly synonymous with
the district’s proud military history. The £6,000 annual budget
allocated for its upkeep is a small price to pay to honour those
who made such incredible sacrifices.”

A formal handover event will take place at the site later this

year when
circumstances
allow.

The announcement
comes on the
same week a
small, socially-
distanced Armed
Forces Day flag-
raising ceremony
was held at the
Civic Centre.

It was led by
F&HDC chairman
Cllr Ann Berry and
Father Stephen
Bould from The
Parish of Our Lady
& St Joseph. Cllr
Berry, who was
also the former
Step Short charity
vice-chair, added: “The raising of the Armed Forces Day flag is
an important date in the council’s calendar. We continue to
pay tribute to those who have served for the freedoms we
enjoy today, and the transfer of the Step Short arch will ensure
their stories are told for generations to come.”

Marsh Memories

ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Contact The LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ

Telephone:01797364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07853 309290 or info@thelooker.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE call 01797 364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk
Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the information is correct.

The LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication. Personal views expressed in this publication are solely those of

the respective contributors and do not reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not responsible for services provided by the advertisers. All material supplied to this

publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in part of this publication is strictly prohibited a without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the property of The

LOOKER Newspaper Limited.

St. Mary-in-the-Marsh
(1950 – 1967)
by Patricia Irvine (Aldridge)

Rectory Road was shaped like a child’s round lollypop on a
stick. There was a short, straight road forming the stick and a
turning circle at the end denoting the sweet itself. This village
cul-de-sac was where I, together with my elder brother and
younger sister, were lucky enough to spend an idyllic
childhood during the 1950s and 60s. The road supported
eighteen council houses, newly built after the war and the
attitude of our parents following the war period was one of
absolute delight when accepted as suitable, paying tenants.
This finally allowed them to leave the parental home, where
they had initially been allowed to spend their first married
years.
In those days there was no thought that ‘the world owed them
a living’; no constant complaining about their ‘rights’ and no
ridiculous expectations. No, to finally be able to move into a
home of their own was a source of great excitement and was
coupled with an attitude that accepted their own responsibility
towards this chance. They were thankful that such an
opportunity made it possible for them to finally take a leap
into determining their own futures and that of their burgeoning
family.
So delighted were the residents with their new homes that a
special pride was taken in the keeping of their gardens; the
produce they could grow to supplement their incomes and
even the brightness of the nappies flying in the wind on
washing lines! Seeds would be swapped and gardening tips
generously shared and each family (with only the odd
exception) would work hard, and with pride, to keep their
homes and gardens well. There were only 18 houses at that
time and the community would work together to keep a
watchful eye on all the children who during the holidays, after
chores, were blessed with glorious freedom from dawn until
dusk.
Initially we lived at number 13 (which was always a source of
concern for our sweet but superstitious mother). Father was
more philosophical, “No. 13 it maybe but it has given us the
start we need.” was his attitude. It was several years later
that they were able to move to No. 10 to the delight of them
both. No. 10, which was on the left at the top of the turning
circle, offered greater scope to our father’s gardening ability
as it was a much larger plot. (It also appeased our mother’s
superstitious nature). Our parents worked hard and we were
taught, ‘One only gets out of life what one puts into it.’ In

other words, don’t sit around waiting for things to happen to
you and for you. Work hard, get stuck in and make things
happen!
They were fair parents though. I recall tentatively taking
home school reports from St. Nicholas, New Romney for
inspection by our father. (Ours was a very traditional
household so this was father’s task and it was taken seriously
by us all). We would be called into the living room, one by
one, and the report duly studied. He would call me over to
his chair and I would stand beside him while he opened and
read it. Every time without fail he would say the same words,
“The column I am interested in is this one my girl,” and he
would point to the ‘Effort’ column. “As long as I see ‘A’s and
‘B’s for effort then I am satisfied that you have done your
best. The achievement column is of less interest to me
because all that really matters is that you have tried to your
hardest – the end result is of less importance - for no one can
do more than their best!” He always stuck to this and I
deeply respected him for it.
Fortunately, I liked school and preferred homework to
household chores, such as cleaning the shoes or cutting up
the stale bread to be mixed with ‘mash’ for the chickens.
Thankfully I was virtually always smiling broadly and clutching
a florin or half-a-crown piece when the reading was over and
it was with great relief that I was then allowed out to play in
the road and to joyfully and animatedly discuss my results
with those of my friends. In the early years of my schooling,
there were so few of us attending from St. Mary’s that we
were collected in a taxi, as a school bus was unwarranted.
We children had no idea of the significance of a taxi – we just
accepted it as the norm.
I can clearly remember my first day at school – and I was
proud to be able to honestly say that I didn’t cry on my first
day like others. I loved it from the start. Oddly enough I
cannot remember my first teacher’s name but I recall others
clearly, Mrs Foreman, Mr Guppy, Mr Barnes the then
headmaster, his wife (who had the misfortune to try and teach
me ‘sums’). I was totally clueless and received a wrap across
the knuckles with her ruler once, for trying to hide my
appalling effort, when she was on one of her forays of
stalking around the classroom and looking over our bent
shoulders with our spare hand trying, and failing, to hide our
work! Mr Kingsley and Mr Thompson were other staff I
believe. I don’t recall being in their classes, they were simply
‘there’.
Fortunately, I could sing and so my appalling efforts at any
type of maths, was made up for by my reasonable vocal
renditions on behalf of my class and school. In those days,
my grandmother was pastry cook to Major Teichman-Derville
of The Red House and worked alongside Anne Roper, the
historian and author who was his secretary at the time.
Singing in The Red House Library for Major Teichman-
Derville at Christmas, staring up at an enormous decorated
tree which almost touched the ceiling and dwarfed us all, is a
memory I still treasure.

Churches Round-up
Today, (23rd June) the PM has said that churches can reopen
for services and weddings, with all due precautions in place.
There will be a limit of 30 people, practising safe distances.
The final guidance for our churches will come from the
Diocese, so it’s watch out for local announcements. There will
probably be no singing, which increases the spread and
strength of breaths. Common hymnbooks and prayer books
may also not be allowed. Communion may be awkward to
manage. Non- conformist churches use little individual
glasses, but that is not practice in the C/E.

Some churches have been open for private prayers, but with
lots of restrictions, opening has not been possible or viable for
smaller churches. Churches will also be conscious of their
financial situations, and keen to start social events and fund
raising, so the Diocese can give advice on all these subjects.
Government advice tends to in general strokes, and it is up to
the local Diocese to translate the advice into details for the
local churches. So hopefully we are on the way back to the
“church” we recognise and love, although the old “normal”
may be a long way ahead.

Food banks.
New Romney. Tuesdays, 5.30-7pm. Romney Marsh
Community Church building, North Street. If you need help

feeding your family, or on any other problem, ring the church
office on 01797 366855.

Lydd. Fridays, 6.30-7.30pm in the Hardy Hall. Skinner Road.
If you need help feeding your family, or help with anything
else, ring Rev Chris on 01797 320345.

If the ministers cannot help you, they can put you in touch,
with experts and organisations who can. Don’t be afraid to
ask for help.

Contributions to the food bank can be dropped into the food
banks, about 15 mins before the food bank starts, or in the
bins provided by supermarkets.

Church chuckle.
A lady in a crowded café was joined by two nuns. Making
polite conversation the lady asked “what is your order”
(meaning religious community). One nun promptly replied
“sausage and chips!”

Wit and Wisdom.
It is the sweet, simple things of life, which are the real ones
after all. Laura Ingalls Wilder.

(a good one for just coming out of lockdown)



CINQUE PORTS ARMS
NEW ROMNEY

NEW MENU AVAILABLE, LONGER HOURS

CONTACT CARDS
&

POST BOX

NEW OUTSIDE BAR

Opening
Saturday 4thJuly

2020


