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Cockleshell heroes, call time on pickers
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Dungeness
is best
seaside
town says
Which?
survey
By Andrew South
It will surely have come as
no surprise that
Dungeness has been rated
as the best seaside town
in Kent, in a national
survey conducted by
consumer publication
Which? - would it?
More than 4,140 members of
the Which? Connect Panel
responded to an online
survey at the end of 2019,
asking about their recent
seaside town experiences.
The UK’s only officiallydesignated desert beat the
likes of Margate, Whitstable,
Folkestone, Broadstairs and
Herne Bay for the accolade,
which was won nationally by
St. Mawes, a remote village
of a thousand residents in
Cornwall, with a score of 85
per cent.
Continued page 3

By David Wimble

A spate of incidents involving professional
cockle-pickers has recently come to light
along the Kent coastline. Kent Police are
using drones to try to stop gangs illegally
picking cockles in Kent and selling them to
restaurants in London and beyond.
The incidents originally started on the Isle of
Sheppey and around Deal, with police acting
on tip-offs from local residents following
reports of a rise in commercial shellfish
harvesting.
The problem was featured last week on BBC
South East Today, which prompted The
Looker to be informed of a number of groups
seen in the St Mary’s Bay and Greatstone
area.
Police suspect criminals net thousands of
pounds a week using victims of human

trafficking to pick cockles, which are then sold
to restaurants.
Cockle-picking for personal consumption in
Kent is allowed, but anyone collecting to sell
needs a permit.
Sgt. Darren Walshaw, from Kent Police's Rural
Crime Taskforce, said illegal cockle-picking on
the Isle of Sheppey was "pretty much a daily
activity".
Officers seized 100kg of illegally-harvested
shellfish in one day last month.
Police use camera drones to spot cocklepickers, and anyone without a permit thought
to be working for commercial gain will be
dispersed.
Public health officials are also concerned
about the sale of unregulated shellfish, which
may contain harmful bacteria and other
contaminants, according to Sgt. Walshaw.
Continued page 2
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The survey found that British
holidaymakers favour peace and quiet
over crowds, crazy-golf and rollercoasters – which may say more about
the readership of Which? than the
average Brit at the seaside, as it
highlighted some of the lesser-known
resorts that savvy travellers escape to if
they want to avoid busy beaches,
crowded pubs and amusement arcades.
As if to make the point conclusively,
some iconic seaside resorts with their
Victorian piers, kiss-me-quick hats and
roller-coasters, scored poorly, well down
the Top Hundred list, including Great
Yarmouth (48%), Clacton-on-sea (48%),
Bognor Regis (49%) and Blackpool
(53%).

spread our sandcastles beyond the
beaches of Devon and Cornwall. As our
survey shows, it’s smaller seaside towns
and villages with fewer visitors that
holidaymakers love.
“There are good options
for those of us keen to
keep our distance from
the crowds this year, but
who still want to
combine stunning
scenery with sumptuous
seafood. Don’t forget, if
you book your hotel or
accommodation direct
and over the phone, you
may even get a discount
or free bottle of bubbly
thrown in.”
However, with more than a million
The survey found that
visitors a year to the Dungeness
many hotels are offering
peninsula, it certainly ranks among the
better deals for direct
most unusual and interesting of seaside bookings than those
destinations. It came in at 17th place in
offered by on-line travel
the Top Hundred coastal hotspots with
operator sites such as
an overall score of 78 per cent. The
Booking.com or
Which? panel was asked to rate their
trivago.co.uk, and often
recent visits to the UK seaside across a with upgrades and
range of factors including food and
special offers.
drink, seafront, beach, value for money
But Dungeness has a
and peace and quiet.
host of attractive
features, not least its
Kent County Councillor for the Romney
unique landscape and
Marsh area, Tony Hills, was naturally
its expansive skies
delighted to hear the news of the survey.
which have proved
“Dungeness is, in a word, unique and I
inspirational to
feel privileged to represent it,” he told
countless writers,
The Looker. “It is the largest shingle
artists and film-makers
cuspate in Europe – it feels ‘alien’, with
over the years. It’s
the power stations looming immense in
National Nature
the mist over a sea of shingle. It has
Reserve and RSPB
traditionally been the home of
Nature Reserve are
fishermen, but now the ‘go to’ place for
havens for some of the
birdwatchers - once visited never
most important wildlife
forgotten!”
and plants in Europe,
as well as migrating
In what may seem like a ringing
and breeding birds.
endorsement for the delights of
Fantastic pubs, the
Dungeness, the Travel Editor of Which?,
world’s smallest
Rory was expansive in his praise for the
mainline railway, iconic
potential of lesser known seaside
lighthouses and unique
destinations.
atmosphere make
“With many people choosing to holiday
Dungeness so special
in the UK this summer, it is a good time
to us, and its many
to explore parts of the country you may
visitors. Its protection
not have considered before and to
and conservation are
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EDITOR’S WORD
Welcome to Issue 254

Mary Culver (right) trying to educate pickers

vital to maintain the place for all to enjoy
safely and with consideration and
respect for the landscape and its
residents.

Mary Culver is trying to educate cockle-pickers about the
environmental impact of their activity. Meanwhile, local
people dressed as a lobster and a mermaid are
attempting to educate cockle-pickers on the Isle of
Sheppey about the environmental damage of illegal
picking.
"We try to explain that the ecosystem is really important,"
said Mary Culver. "If everything is stripped, if it recovers,
it can take up to four years."
Mrs Culver and her fellow volunteers, who call
themselves the "crustacean crusaders", have been
patrolling beaches and speaking to people they believe
may be taking more than the legal limit of cockles.
She said the group explained that "5kg per person is a
good amount, and that you shouldn't really take anything
from the beach, but it's kind of acceptable that you can
take a little bit for your personal use".

Kent Police are using drones to help detect illegal pickers

Kent Police have asked people to look out for any groups
of people on beaches at low water. The gangs normally
work in groups of five or more.
If you see any suspicious behaviour, please call the Kent
police control room by simply dialling 101.

Under the original management Of Mr Jim Buck

We can’t do right for doing wrong!
A strange way to start an Editor’s Word, but in the last two
weeks, whatever The Looker has done appears to be
upsetting someone!
So I thought as we are the penultimate issue before we have
our tenth anniversary issue, I would clear up a few pointers.
The Looker was created to give the community of Romney
Marsh a local paper, as we felt let down by the Folkestone
Herald’s Marsh edition (yes, they used to have one!). I knew
nothing of how to write a paper and being a dyslexic, it was
un uphill battle. In our early editions, the expansion of Lydd
Airport was one of the major stories, and very much the
‘Princes Parade’ of its day!
It was an emotive subject with very strong views either way.
For the record I was always very much in favour of the
Airport as I remembered how it used to be Britain’s second
busiest airport in the 1960s and directly and indirectly
provided hundreds of local jobs. However, the paper used to
report on both sides of the argument and even had
advertising from LAAG (Lydd Airport Action Group). I had
many a difference of opinion with Louise Barton, who
headed up the Anti-Airport brigade. But at no point was the
discussion nasty, venomous or personal comments made.
After the public inquiry, things quietened down.
Fast forward ten years, and as you know we have recently
featured some controversial things. Like most things in life,
ignorance is no excuse for knowing the facts.
I have received a number of letters regarding several
subjects we have covered in the last couple of issues. On
both sides of the argument emotions are running high, but
more to the point, some of them have been very threatening!
I have even had one protester comment on the ‘disgusting,
immoral and unnatural behaviour of the gay community’ and
expected me to publish it! I pointed out that the comments
would actually be promoting an ‘anti-gay homophobic
message’ which is actually regarded as a hate crime, and
that as a paper we could be taken to court if I published it.
So the moral of this story is, for every point of view there is a
counter point… there always has been and always will.
When the pandemic broke out just over four months ago, I
pointed out in my Editor’s Word how nice everyone was
being to everyone else…. I spoke too soon. The Looker will
always happily print any letter - as long as it does not
promote bad feeling within our amazing community.
So please do write in, express your point-of-view, but don’t
be upset if someone has an opposing opinion.
Enjoy this edition, which is JAM-packed with the latest local
news.

David Wimble
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Virtual JAM Festival set
to take global stage
by Andrew South
The 20th annual JAM Festival of arts and music this year was
once again set to take the Marsh by storm for the seventh
consecutive year, but the pandemic event has put paid to
that – well, virtually…
Against the odds, the JAM organising team has recorded nine
concerts of the finest classical, operatic and jazz music, for
broadcast on-line from August 7th-16th.
“The recording has gone ‘scarily well’!” Ed Armitage, JAM’s
Chairman told me with his innate enthusiasm at home in
Littlestone.
The nine concerts have been recorded over two weeks this
month in the acoustically sound St. Leonard’s Church in Hythe,
under extraordinary measures for the performers in extraordinary
times.
th

“We have been robbed of the opportunity to celebrate the 20
JAM Festival this summer,” Ed told me. “But we’ve had to do the
next best thing, which is to provide a series of free concerts and
exhibitions accessible on-line.

Onyx Brass

Three photographic exhibitions will be available on-line displaying
the finest of Marsh images. Our own Susan Pilcher reveals her
‘Confessions of a Night Owl’, Tristan Fewings will show the
results of his two-year JAM residency with images of landscapes
‘Between the Sea and the Sky’; and Lydd’s Carsten Birkebaek
presents his astonishing pictures of Jon Foreman’s beach
sculptures which attracted so much media attention in 2019.

Anna Tilbrook accompanies Rebecca Afonwy-Jones

“It has been really hard to work out how to do it, but with the help
of Screen South in Folkestone, we have five cameras and a fourmetre ‘dolly’ as well as a sophisticated sound system to ensure
that these fantastic performances can be shown in the best way
possible.
“What is most exciting about the Festival this time around, is that
it has the potential to reach a global audience, quite literally
putting Romney Marsh on the map.”
Naturally, the singing and musical artists have had to perform in
the most unusual circumstances, not least the fact that they have
not been performing in front of a live audience. Alien to musicians
is having to be socially distanced from their colleagues – a
difficult situation to contend with when interaction is so important
in a ‘live’ scenario.
“The performers have really risen to the challenge, though,” says
Ed. “There were some obvious differences such as no applause
at the end of each performance, and questions about whether the
artists should bow or not?! But in the end, these are highly
professional performers who really adapted to the unusual
circumstances we and they were working under.
“This has been an exceptional time for performers, who in
January or February would have had the rest of the year mapped
out, but their schedules were effectively abandoned in March.
This has been a real challenge for them, but we believe that JAM
has been able to give them the opportunity to perform again –
and be paid for doing so.”
The result will be nine concerts of a wide range of musical styles
covering 800 years of musical history, including modern music,
opera and jazz, which Ed says remains very true to the JAM
ethos.
“But we are really keen to get back into the churches for live
performances in 2021, although the ‘virtual’ experience may have
a role in the future,” says Ed, “Romney Marsh is still very much
our heartland and the intimate venues we use are really thrilling.

Green Opera performs Fillu

“There are immense socio-economic benefits for the Marsh with people needing
accommodation, food and drink, although 60 to 65 per cent of event audiences are from
around the Marsh.”
World-renowned pianist, Anna Tilbrook, who has worked with the likes of James Gilchrist,
Jose Carreras and Bryn Terfel, accompanied Welsh mezzo-soprano, Rebecca AfonwyJones in her special concert linking solace with nature.
“It was certainly a different experience from the usual live concert!” Anna told me. “An
audience is so important to a live performance – you build a special relationship with
them. They may be completely silent during the performance, but you are still aware of
them watching you – and of course performers love to hear the applause at the end of a
piece!
“We had to imagine an audience watching through the lens of a camera, but it was a
great pleasure to present music by wonderful composers, which viewers will be able to
enjoy in the comfort of their own living room.”
Owain Park will be conducting the Gesualdo Six with the Mozart Players as they perform
Gabriel Fauré: Requiem, with new poetry by Grahame Davies.
“We tried to make the performance as normal as possible without an audience,” Owain
told me. “We had to recreate the spur of the moment feeling that you have with a live
performance.
“But we were grateful to have this opportunity to perform as everything was put on hold in
March – we are not due to perform live again until October. As singers, we work around
important times of the year, but this year we have lost Easter and the
summer, and are hoping that we don’t lose the Christmas season as
well.”
With funding in place to support this year’s event, it has meant that the
performers were still paid for their work, and that the audience will be
able to access the performances for free, although there are
opportunities to donate on-line, which in effect will go towards
ensuring that JAM can return to the exceptional venues on the Marsh
in 2021.
The photographic exhibitions go live on August 6th and the concerts
will begin on August 7th. Full details are on: www.jamconcert.org.

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds• Tree Work

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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pandemic and was strengthened further by testing all 9,000
members of our own staff as a precaution.
“If you need to come to hospital, you should wear a face
covering, maintain social distancing and regularly clean your
hands.”
The number of patients with covid-19 who have needed to be
by Andrew South admitted to hospitals in East Kent is now reducing and the
There have been a number of stories circulating in local hospital is now caring for 29 patients across its hospital sites,
down from a high of 141 in May. In total 948 patients have
media about the rate of deaths in the East Kent
recovered and been discharged.
Hospitals Trust area, which includes hospitals in
Ashford, Margate, Canterbury, Folkestone and Dover. So As you might hope, the Trust re-iterates that “keeping patients
and staff safe remains our top priority as we work to re-open
we went directly to the Trust for their side of the
some of our services that were paused due to the coronavirus
statistics.
pandemic”.
The Trust was keen to emphasise that the figures for East
After months of debate, new regulations which make the
Kent are about what they would have expected, given the
wearing of face coverings compulsory in a wide range of
demographics in terms of age and state of health of the
population in the area. It says that about 1.48 per cent of the enclosed public faces have come into force. From last
Friday, you could be fined £100 for not covering your nose
total deaths nationally have been in this area, but some
and mouth in a wide variety of establishments:- shops;
reports have estimated that a fifth or even a quarter of
supermarkets; banks and building societies; post offices;
deaths in England have taken place in East Kent recently,
public transport; airports and railway stations; cafés and
although it seems that these estimates are based on short
takeaways where you are not eating or drinking.
term figures and not the pandemic as a whole.
There has been some controversy about the new
“We know that the initial increase in patients presenting for
regulations, especially since some of the venues excluded
treatment in East Kent Hospitals began later than in England
from the face-covering rules might not be the first you would
as a whole,” Dr Rebecca Martin, Chief Medical Officer for
think of. They include: gyms and leisure centres; cinemas,
East Kent Hospitals told The Looker. “The population of east
concert halls and theatres; libraries; hairdressers and beauty
Kent is significantly older with more comorbidities than the
salons; register offices; eat-in restaurants and pubs.
England average, and we are one of the largest trusts in the
To add to the rather disjointed situation, supermarket chains
country.
“Our staff are dedicated to caring for all our patients and have including Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Asda, Waitrose and Lidl, as
well as the Costa coffee chain, say that their workers won’t
been touched by each death during the pandemic. Infection
be enforcing the new rules.
prevention and control has been our priority throughout this

“Concern over rate of
East Kent virus deaths is
unfounded” - says Trust

Job cuts ensure company
survival with over 250
jobs to go at local
headquarters

measures Holiday Extras is implementing to mitigate the

By David Wimble

Local travel firm Holiday Extras announced last week that it is
to axe 250 jobs at its headquarters near Hythe.
The holiday firm, which specialises in offering airport parking,
hotels and travel insurance, says it will be losing an additional
80 people across the group's business after the "significant
impact" of the pandemic.
Holiday Extras, which has its main office in Newingreen, near
Hythe, and another in nearby Sellindge, is the market leader
in providing travel services, but has been hit hard as flights
were left grounded.

impact of the pandemic, including adoption of the
government’s furlough scheme - which has allowed the
company to save more roles than would otherwise have been
the case.
"In addition, and as part of the plan, the organisation is also in
the final stages of securing a government backed extension
to its current debt facility."
Matthew Pack, group CEO, added: "Alongside my leadership
team, we have worked continuously over the course of the
pandemic to ensure that we will come through this downturn.
Unfortunately, we’ve had to take this very difficult decision to
safeguard the future of the business for our customers and
remaining employees.

The company that has been running for 37 years, says it is
now "reassessing its operations" to ensure a "successful and
exciting future".
It says as the "first stage of a two-year recovery plan" it has
taken the "difficult decision" to cut staff numbers by around
330.
A spokesman said: "This is a significant step in planning to
secure the business’s future and will be part of the package of

“Our teams and culture are so important to our success and
we’re committed to keeping Holiday Extras a great place to
work. We’ve left no stone unturned in making these extremely
tough choices, but we believe we’ve remained true to our
values which we will protect for the long-term for our
remaining team members, customers and partners alike.”

Our advice is to obey the rules, and keep the £100 in your
pocket to spend in local independent shops…

Telephone:

0800 032 2699
T: 01797 342196
M: 07928 534555
e:arter269@btinternet.com
w: www.parterandsonbuilders.co.uk

The Annexe, Sunnyside,
Old House Lane, Brookland,
New Romney TN29 9RN
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Village and Community
Halls given green light to
prepare for opening
How we have missed our community halls, the activities and
socialising, but don’t get too excited yet, the amount of rules
and regulations that must be in place is daunting to say the
least.
Our village and community halls are operated by volunteers,
people who give up time and effort so others can enjoy
themselves. The regulations these volunteers are being
asked to impose and manage is certainly over and above any
voluntary task.
First and foremost community centres, village halls and other
multi-use community facilities support a wide range of local
activity. Their communal nature also makes them places that
are vulnerable to the spread of coronavirus.
Managers of community facilities will have discretion over
when they consider it safe to open for any activity permitted
by legislation and may decide to remain closed if they are not
able to safely follow the
advice of Government
on public health,
hygiene and social
distancing.

of the premises and abide by Government advice relevant to
their specific activity. You will be required to ensure all users
abide by social distancing of 2 meters or 1 metre with risk
mitigation (where 2 metres is not viable) and identify the
mitigations you will introduce in your risk assessment. Oneway routes in to and out of the building will be required.
Managing the arrival and departure times to reduce pressure
at exit and entrances and queue management in and out of
the building should be carefully controlled. Then there is
cleaning. All surfaces have to be cleaned after each separate
activity and face coverings will be required in enclosed public
spaces.
So whilst we are all getting excited about activities returning,
spare a thought to the volunteers who provide our enjoyable
pastimes and the minefield of legislation they are having to
abide by, to bring our social life back to some form of
normality.
Further information can be obtained from: www.gov.uk/
coronavirus
Editors Note: we hope to to bring back our Party Nights at the
St.Mary’s Bay Village hall in the Autumn. Watch this space !

by Andrew South
Although the immensely hardworking Litter-Pickers Watch of
Romney Marsh (LPWRM) have
continued their mission to keep the
district free of the curse of litter over
the last few months, as individuals
and household groups, it wasn’t until
a Sunday in mid-July, that they were
able to assemble in any number, for
the first time since March.
Twenty-eight people, including four
children, met at the Ripe in Lydd before
dividing into two groups to tackle litter at
the Denge Marsh and Galloways
sections of the MoD’s Lydd Ranges.

The rubbish haul on the day was 38
bags at Denge Marsh and 33 at
Galloways – a total of 71 bags of
unnecessary litter, which could have

We’ve only just begun…

disappear any time soon, despite the
previous assurances of the leader of the
free world. Social distancing, extra care
and regular use of hand sanitisers
remain a necessity. This is a merry and
dedicated troop of folk, brought together
with the desire to keep our district free
of litter, which is exactly what we
presume the vast majority of residents
and visitors want to see – it can only be
a small minority of individuals who are
‘litter-blind’ and feel no conscience
about dropping their rubbish anywhere,
or even fly-tipping on our Marsh
countryside.

Users and hirers of a
community facility will
have responsibility for
managing risks arising
from their own activities
when they have control

On arrival at the end of the Denge
Marsh track, there were a number of
tents and camper vans dotted around
the shingle beach, and fishermen
optimistically casting their lines into the
sea having probably spent the night
there.

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley
Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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And even at Denge Marsh, these items
of modern times were still strewn around
the beach and track areas. The other
common find was countless yards of
fishing line - one piece I found wrapped
around a post was strewn with lethal
fishing hooks. It’s one thing plucking an
unsuspecting mackerel or cod for their
tea, but is it really beyond the capacity
of the average fisherman to dispose of
their line with a modicum of thought?

Marsh litterpickers tackle
invasive rubbish

The practice of litter-picking is certainly
good for the soul, but it does leave one
disappointed that this human generated
We were welcomed by Major Rick
trash is even there in the first place. I
Bevan, Senior Training Safety Officer
wondered what stories each piece of
British Army.
litter could tell of its journey. Why for
instance would anyone leave an almost
“I want to thank you personally for the
fantastic effort you have made in helping full and newly opened packet of chillilime cashew and peanuts on the Denge
to keep the Ranges clear of litter over
track?!
the last 18 months,” he told the
assembled veterans and new recruits of “By picking litter from these coastal
the enthusiastic litter-picking platoon.
sites, we hope to prevent it getting into
the countryside on the Marsh, as well as
Since January, 2019, LWPRM has
visited the Ranges on 15 occasions and blowing back in to the sea,” Keep Britain
Tidy’s first Ambassador, Eric Brown told
filled 1359 bags as well as other large
me as we bounced back along the track
items which are collected by Landmarc
to the Ripe to ensure that everyone was
for recycling. The group installed and
counted back in. But there has been an
maintains a litter-bin at both Denge
alarming new trend in recent months.
Marsh and Galloways areas of Lydd
Ranges, and Veolia collects the litter for “We are finding face-masks and
delivery to a central collection point.
disposable latex gloves everywhere –
Major Bevan’s welcome was followed by I’ve seen people emerge from a
supermarket and simply throw their
a more-than-usually thorough health
protective gear on the ground,” says
and safety briefing by Chris McAuley, a
Eric. “It’s incredible!”
highly regarded local scout-master and
LWPRM stalwart. This was a sobering
reminder that Covid-19 isn’t going to
Eric and the team hit the litter trail

Discarded mask and gloves

been disposed of properly or simply
taken home by the rubbish owners. This
takes the total up to 1,430 collected over
the last 18 months.
The LPWRM was due to entertain a
corporate visit from Holiday Extras staff
the next day at West Parade in Hythe,
which Eric Brown will no doubt be
reporting on in his popular column when
it appears in the next issue of The
Looker on August 12th.
The Group has recently launched a new
website which you can find at:
www.litterpickingwatch.weebly.com, or
there is up-to-the-minute news on the
Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh
Facebook page.
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Last chance for EU tourism
funding boost
by Andrew South

HYTHE CIVIC SOCIETY
CELEBRATES 75
YEARS
Hythe Civic Society is delighted to announce its 75th
Anniversary which is being celebrated in a number of special
ways.
The Society came into being on 2 February 1945 when the
Hythe Citizens’ Union (the forerunner of the Hythe Civic
Society) was formed. The Citizens’ Union changed its name
to Hythe Civic Society in the mid-1960s and now has some
750 members.
To start the special year, the Society held a well-supported
“Anniversary Quiz” in the packed Tin Tabernacle on 2
February – exactly 75 years to the day! An anniversary cake
was cut by the Chairman, Crispin Davies, and the Vice
Chairman, Betty Black, to mark the occasion.

corner of the Green by the Range Road industrial estate.
The scheme is in its early planning stages with planting
anticipated in late autumn 2020. The Civic Society’s Patron,
Lord Boyce – Warden of the Cinque Ports - will be invited to
plant the first of the 20 trees.
The Society will also publish a colour booklet, “Our time in
Hythe, 75th Anniversary Edition”, celebrating notable events
in the last 75 years of Hythe’s history and the contributions
that the Society has made to those events. This will be free
to members. To join Hythe Civic Society and receive a free
copy of the booklet visit the website at
www.hythecivicsociety.org
What was not planned for in this 75th anniversary year was
the Covid-19 pandemic. The Society was, and remains,
concerned for the economic health of Hythe High Street. As
practical support it produced, “Open Hythe”, a list of all the
shops and eateries that were open in Hythe. The list was
widely circulated and was greatly appreciated by both traders
and residents.

In view of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Society will extend its
75th Anniversary Year to allow for a full twelve months of
celebrations. A second quiz is planned for October and a
third for February 2021. A very special summer event is
being set up for 2021 and this will bring the extended
Anniversary Year to an end with a bang!
As a lasting reminder of the occasion, 75 trees will be
planted in Hythe – one for each year since the Society’s
inception. An embryo partnership has been established involving the Society, Hythe Town Council and the Hythe
Green Preservation Society - to plant some 20 trees on the
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differently, looking to reconnect with close family and friends,
and enjoy shared experiences in a safe and secure
environment.
The programme will work closely with organisations,
Businesses in Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh are supporting them as they adjust and diversify their product
being invited to take advantage of the last opportunity to offer, encouraging collaboration with businesses both inside
and outside of their sector, helping them to reach new
benefit from EU funding to help them develop tourism
audiences, and developing a year-round product to help
business between October and March.
recovery and resilience against future challenges.
The Visit Kent partnership, responsible for supporting and
The tourist industry in Kent is currently worth £3.8bn,
growing the tourism industry in the county, is appealing to
attracting 65m visitors a year and supporting around 77,000
Kent businesses to take part in a multi-million pound project
jobs. Tourist experiences which can benefit from up to a
to develop year-round tourism experiences.
£6,000 package of funding could come from a wide range of
The ‘Experience Development Programme’ is funded by the
businesses – farmers, producers, artists, sailors, surfers,
European Interreg Experience to the tune of €23.3 million,
chefs, vineyards, distillers, pubs, creatives, photographers,
which aims to extend the tourism season through the
attractions, hotels, foragers – or just about anyone who has a
development of off-season bookable experiences, with an
compelling and viable initiative to help off-peak tourism in the
emphasis on overnight stays.
Visit Kent is looking for up to 125 eligible organisations, each district.
The funding is part of the Interreg Channel Programme,
of which will receive a range of support to build and launch
which aims to deliver sustainable economic development in
their new products - from specialist one-to-one consultancy
the south of England and north of France through funding
and business planning, to new photography, marketing
innovative projects which have a sustainable cross-border
campaigns and proactive testing and sales with the travel
benefit. The programme is supported by the EU Regional
trade.
“We’re very excited to announce the launch of our brand-new Development Fund, which has funded many businesses,
projects and public facilities in our area, but this particular
Experience Development Programme,” Visit Kent’s Chief
Executive Deirdre Wells OBE, told The Looker. “If you have a funding stream seems likely to come to an end after
December 31st, as the UK leaves the EU.
great idea for a new experience, an idea for collaborating
The Interreg Experience will help to maximise the tourism
with another business or an existing offer which could be
adapted for a new audience, we’d love to hear from you. This industry’s already significant economic impact on the area,
focusing on an increase in overnight stays to cultivate jobs
programme could help you turn your idea into reality, and
and additional spend through high value, low volume tourism
take it to market through a package of dedicated support.
in the area.
“In light of the COVID-19 crisis, the tourism, leisure and
To find out more about the Experience Development
hospitality industry is having to drastically re-think how to
rebuild demand and revenue streams. To survive and future- Programme and for details of how to apply, visit:
www.visitkentbusiness.co.uk/about-us/european-funding/
proof business, it’s crucial for organisations to adapt and
experience.
develop new ideas for consumers who will be travelling

Crispin Davies, Chairman of Hythe Civic Society said,” I am
privileged to be Chairman in this Anniversary year and look
forward to involving members in the planned events that will
not only provide fun but also a lasting legacy for a greener
Hythe”.
All these events are in addition to the Society’s normal
activities of scrutinising planning applications; Hythe in
Bloom; Hythe Local History Group; a talks programme in
winter; undertaking projects on Eaton Lands and at
Mackeson Square; maintaining an archive of Hythe material;
summer guided walks around historic Hythe; bi-monthly
newsletter; and, publishing booklets on various aspects of
Hythe.
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More migrants
heading for the
Kent Coastline
with calm seas
forecast

Inquest into vintage plane
crash held

by David Wimble
Nearly 12 months after a fatal plane crash, an inquest has
heard about the causes of the accident, in a special
inquest held in Maidstone last week. The plane crash in
Postling near Hythe which killed the pilot was caused by
him undertaking a steeply banked turn, resulting in the
aircraft striking a crop field.

By David Wimble
Government officials are warning that
with calm seas over the next two
months, several thousand people
could attempt to cross the English
Channel in boats supplied by ruthless
people traffickers. Another 289
migrants were intercepted in the
English Channel off the Kent coast in
the last week, and 159 migrants in 13
boats were brought ashore at Dover in
six hours, last Monday the Home
Office said. Over 3,200 migrants have
reached the UK in more than 240 small
boats this year, according to the home
office.
In the latest incident, two men were on
the first boat and presented
themselves as Egyptian and Algerian
nationals, and on board the second
boat, which was intercepted at about
10am, were three males who all said
they were Sudanese.
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The crash happened a short distance from Pent Farm Airfield,
on Sunday, July 21, last year.

"At around 10.55 a.m., a Border Force
vessel intercepted a third vessel which
was carrying 29 males and five
females who presented themselves as
Afghan, Egyptian, Iranian, Iraqi,
Kuwaiti and Pakistani nationals," a
Home Office spokesman said. “The
fourth boat was carrying four males
who said they were Sudanese,” he
added.
However, the Home Office no longer
gives numbers for child migrants.
Earlier this month, Home Secretary
Priti Patel said no new target date has
been set for when the crossings would
become an "infrequent phenomenon".
Less than a year ago she vowed
"urgent action" on the journeys, aiming
for them to be virtually eradicated by

spring this year. Local people have
been split over the response by the
Government over the latest Migrant
figures.
Del Pringle posted: “Why do we have
to have all the migrants here? What is
wrong with them stopping in other
countries? They come here because
they think our streets are paved with
gold and they will never have to work
again!”
This one comment caused an outrage,
with Jemma Dempsey stating: “It is ill
informed comments like this that annoy
me. Over the past five years we have
had something like 5,000 migrants
enter the UK and some have been
sent home. To put that into
perspective, Holland, which is about
the same size as Wales, has had
38,000, France over 100,000 and the
same for Spain. Germany has the
most with almost a million migrants
over five years!”
Michelle Tubbs said: “These people
must be desperate to risk everything to
try and get to the UK. It really upsets
me when I read of all the negative
comments, calling them names and
making them sound like second class
humans. Some of these people have
witnessed terrible atrocities and we
should help them!”

The inquest heard that the pilot, Peter Winters, 51, from
Belgium, was pronounced dead at the scene. Mr Winters and
a passenger were flying the yellow Tiger Moth throughout the
day before the incident at about 2pm, sparking a huge
emergency response including police, air ambulance and fire
crews.

by a short break. They agreed to do some more circuits with
the passenger flying the aircraft.”
"After the first landing, the owner took control and performed a
rolling take-off and made an early right turn, estimated by the
passenger to be at about 20-30 ft at quite a steep angle.

The inquest into his death, which was held at the Archbishop's
Palace in Maidstone, revealed he suffered multiple injuries.
There was one passenger in his light aircraft, a man in his
40s, who suffered serious injuries, but survived.

"The passenger noticed that the aircraft was becoming
increasingly cross-controlled with full right rudder and left
control stick, which resulted in the aircraft rolling into a steeply
banked turn to the right and striking the surface of a crop field
in a steep nose-down attitude."

The inquest heard how the crash was investigated by the Air
Accident Investigation Branch, who later removed the
wreckage from the field in the remote village.

Mr Winter who was in the front cockpit, was fatally injured and
his passenger was seriously injured but able to release
himself from the wreckage and drag himself clear.

The investigators have published their findings, reporting that
Mr Winters, a professional pilot and owner of the Tiger Moth,
was carrying out a familiarisation flight in the aircraft. The
report found Mr Winter occupied the front cockpit with his
passenger in the rear cockpit, when the accident happened.

The report added: "The accident occurred because the
increasing amount of right rudder was not reduced and left roll
control stick reached the limit of its travel causing the aircraft
to enter a descending, steepening turn to the right, and
possibly to enter an incipient spin, before striking the ground.

The accident investigator's report said: "They completed a first "The reason for the loss of control was not determined, but
sortie, which comprised general handling and circuits followed the possibility that the pilot became incapacitated could not be
excluded."
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Volunteers weed out
problem plants in
Prospect Road

Preservation and Hythe Environmental Community Group.
They are making a genuine contribution to the maintenance of
the gardens alongside the Royal Military Canal, which has won
a Green Flag Award for open spaces for 14 consecutive
years.”

Our Man
In Westminster

by Andrew South

Damian Collins

A fine troop of volunteer gardeners have been helping the
District Council to maintain the gardens in Prospect Road
next to the Hythe Memorial, as the local authority has had
difficulty recruiting casual labour to carry out the
seasonal work.

Damian Collins

The latest government figures provide a clear picture of just
how vital the support package announced by the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak has been for our local
economy. Up to 30th June 2020, 13,300 jobs had been
furloughed through the Government's Job Retention
Scheme in the Folkestone & Hythe constituency, which was
29% of all eligible local jobs. Also, by that date 4,900 claims
were made to the Self Employment Income Support
scheme, equivalent to 75% of the potentially eligible
population. The government is also offering businesses
£1,000 per employee for every job they bring back out of
furlough. I know that the next few months are going to be a
very difficult time for many people, as not all jobs and
businesses will return, as they were left when the lockdown
started at the end of March. However, we will do all we can
to get the economy back on its feet, and to support people
on that journey. If you have any concerns about your own
circumstances or for any reason are not able to access the
support you need, please let me know.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s Horticulture Manager,
Jana Getliffe approached the team behind Hythe in Bloom, led
by Sally Chesters of the Hythe Civic Society to see if she could
muster some support.
“I contacted other groups such as the Hythe Green
Preservation Society and the Hythe Environmental Community
Group, as well as some of the Hythe in Bloom stalwarts, which
has resulted in a great turn-out,” she told me as the volunteer
team got stuck into the weedy beds.
F&HDC had struggled to recruit enough casual staff to carry
out the work, but such was the enthusiasm of around 20
volunteers that they agreed to return again this week to carry
on the good work.
“We really appreciate the extra help that the volunteers are
providing to this beautiful part,” Jana Getliffe told me. “We had
to put our recruitment on hold for a while because of the
coronavirus, so we are so grateful for their effort. It is difficult to
know why it has been a problem to recruit casual staff, but it
may be because people are able to go on holiday, having
difficulties with childcare or looking for more permanent work.
“But this has turned out to be a really valuable partnership with
groups such as the Hythe Civic Society, Hythe Green

This area certainly provides a more tranquil alternative to the
busier and very popular Coastal Park in Folkestone.
“The same situation arose last year, and the Hythe in Bloom
team and others pitched in to bring Wakefield Walk in the
town’s up to scratch,” said Sally, “which was very much
appreciated by Council Officers – as well as Hythe residents
and visitors!”
This may not have been what some meant a few years ago
when they sought a taking control of our borders, but
nonetheless, the mantra was put to good use in this instance,
as flowering plants have been freed of pernicious weeds and
undergrowth, and able to thrive again.
The efforts of volunteers are there for all to see in what is quite
literally a ground-breaking partnership…
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Folkestone & Hythe District Council has also received a
further £219,926 from the government in additional financial
support for the services it administers, bringing the total of
the additional funding it has received since the start of the
coronavirus restrictions to over £1.4million. This is in
recognition of the extra demands that have been placed on
local authorities at this time. I would like to thank everyone
at the council for their excellent work during this period, and
especially those who have helped to co-ordinate the
response from the community hubs.
I have seen a number of surveys in the last few weeks
showing that many people would like to be able to work
more often from home, and for those who commute to
London, to do so less frequently. I was interested to read
that Great Western Railways is proposing to offer
commuters a three day a week rail pass, and along with my
fellow Kent MPs, we have written to South Eastern trains
asking if they would introduce a similar scheme for people in
Kent. This would support flexible working and also provide a
saving for people who currently hold a season ticket based
on commuting every day, when they do not really require
that many journeys. I will let you know when we receive a
response.
On Friday this week I will be holding surgeries in my office in
West Cliff Gardens in Folkestone. We will be enforcing all of
the required social distancing measures and have plenty of
space for people to wait before their appointment. If you
would like to arrange a time to meet me, please call 01303
253524 or email damian.collins.mp@parliament.uk. I am
planning to resume my full programme of surgeries in
Folkestone, Hythe, Romney Marsh and the North Downs in
September.
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cut it to size and fitted it – after all,
these are the staff and volunteers who
had built the carriages in the first
place.”

Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway back
on track

The first trains in four months pulled
out of Hythe Station last week, under
the approving eye of Hythe Town
Mayor, Cllr. Naomi Slade. This is a
cautious step towards relative
normality, with two trains departing
from Hythe to Dungeness at weekends and Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, allowing time for passengers to explore this
unique landscape, and grab some take-away food and drinks
from the End of the Line restaurant at Dungeness Station.

by Andrew South
Engines from the ‘World’s Smallest Passenger Railway’
are at last making their way from the sidings to the
tracks between Hythe and Dungeness once again.
There are now limited services from Hythe with all the
additional safety precautions we are now getting used
to living with.

Hythe mayor Niomi Slade joins Danny to wave off the first train

“It’s certainly been a challenge!” the railway’s owner, Chief
Executive and inspiration, Danny Martin told me when I
dropped in for a chat on the platform at Hythe
Station. “But the fact that we have been so wellprepared for re-opening our service is due to the
patience and flexibility of our staff and volunteers,
who have all contributed so positively.
“Everyone involved is so valuable – some
volunteers are those who have been furloughed
from their own job, but they have all been really
helpful.”
“When we closed at the end of business
on March 19th, we knew that would be it
for a while. We spent a few days
greasing and maintaining the rolling
stock to ensure that they would be
ready to go when we were allowed.”
All but four of the Railway’s 50 staff
were furloughed, but they have been
rotated – most of the work has been
about preparing, marketing and
maintaining communication with other
staff and volunteers.
“This was really important, as some of our
volunteers are on their own, and the Railway
is their life. We have around 60 regular,
active volunteers, and about 40 others who
help out more occasionally.”

2020 marks the 50th anniversary of Danny’s relationship
with the Railway when he first became involved as a
volunteer at the age of 11, while most of us were still
making do with our Hornby or Tri-ang railway sets. But
celebrations of the occasion have so far have been
necessarily muted. Danny’s influence over the success of
the Railway is evident - of the 200 or more steam railway
enterprises nationally, the RH&DR regularly features in
the top twenty for passenger numbers each year.
This is significant not just for the Railway business
itself, but also for the many other attractions, catering
outlets and accommodation places across the Marsh.
“We estimate that for every pound spent
on the Railway, it is worth between £4
and £8 to the tourist economy in the
area spent on accommodation,
restaurants, pubs and tourist
attractions,” says Danny.
“In all those 50 years, we
have never missed a
spring or a large part of
the summer – and even
before my time, the
Railway was still in use for
military transport purposes
during the Second World
War.”
Inevitably, being effectively out
of business for three-and-a-half
months has had a major impact
on the organisation.
“I think we will have lost something in

Sleaves rolled up Danny is ready for business the region of £800,000 while we were

Ales By the Rails one of the smallest pubs in the world,
is also fill steam ahead

“We are hoping that the Chancellor’s £10 meal subsidy will
help during the summer,” says Danny, “and the Ales by the
Rails hut has returned to Dungeness – we are lucky to have
the space to keep people spread out in the beer garden. But
our play areas and the Model Railway Exhibition at New
Romney Station will remain closed for the time-being.

“Customers will need to book online (www.rhdr.org.uk) in
advance,” said Danny, “but we realise that not everyone has
closed to the public from March,” reports Danny. “Even now,
access to the Internet. So people can ‘phone us instead on
our income will only be 20 per cent of what it would have been, 01797 362353, and our IT savvy team will do the rest for them.
and by the end, I think £1.5m to £2m will have been taken off
We can take bookings up to 30 minutes before departure, but
our savings. There won’t be any summer recruitment, and I
we are asking customers to arrive 10-15 minutes before
think there will be significant doubts for the country in autumn – departure to ensure that our services run on time.”
next winter and the Christmas season is going to be a real
crunch time for us. The Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway There’s no doubt that many residents along the route, and
Association, which is a separate, supportive charity, has been visitors to the area, will feel re-assured to see the familiar trains
able to help to cover some of the losses from donations and
trundling past the ends of their gardens and hear the tooting of
legacies. And we have been able to save some money, simply the whistle across the Marsh. The Railway faces some stern
by using less.
challenges over the next couple of years – like all attractions
which rely on ‘bums on seats’ - but its canny management and
“I think it will take two or three years before business will be
popularity as the world’s most famous and smallest railway
back to where it was – I don’t think 2021 will be as good as
should hold it in good stead.
2019, although the trend for ‘staycations’ could be a help to
us.”
The measures taken to protect customers from risk of Covid-19
represent significant changes to the way the Railway operates,
although all businesses are having to deal with exactly the
same situation with regard to welcoming the public onto their
premises, whether they are pubs, restaurants or shops.
“We have instigated a one-way system with customers entering
the platform by one entrance and leaving via a different exit.
Hand-sanitiser stations are available on the platforms; our
counter-staff selling tickets, food and merchandise are
separated from customers by screens, and we have introduced
extra toilet cleaning, with the trains being cleaned after each
round-trip.”
Providing partitions in the coaches must have been an
expensive business to keep passengers safe?
“Our own guys did it – they’re very resourceful!” said Danny.
“The only cost to us was the purchase of the Perspex, but they
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Priory Close, New Romney
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1st Dymchurch
goes Digital!!..
The Scouting Adventure is alive and
thriving in Dymchurch. During lockdown
Cubs and Beavers have done some
amazing great things following the
Scouting dream and earning badges.
Quite a few have set up tents and
camped in their gardens, tempting
neighbours with the aroma of their
culinary delights.

They have constructed hedgehog dens,
painted flags and pebbles, made cakes,
cookies, cupcakes, and dinners.
Venturing into junk modelling the
youngsters produced puppet theatres,

aquariums and safari boxes. Cubs have
also been busy in the garden planting
potatoes, soft fruits and veg, yum yum!!.
Cubs and Beavers have also learnt
about the Human Body, Bugs/Insects,
doing Science Experiments, Morse
Code, Sign language, cross stitch.
Well done 1st Dymchurch Cubs and
Beavers you are a credit to Romney
Marsh District. Thanks must also go to
the Team of supportive Leaders and
especially your parents.
Meanwhile 1st Dymchurch Scouts and
Explorers took part in #Camp at Home,
hosted by Northumberland Scouts - the scouts and guides participating. They
largest virtual indoor camp joining 67
could choose to build a den inside or
countries around the globe, with 84,000
camp outside, we even had one scout
build a bed out of Lego. Rise ‘n’ Shine
the following morning - to the news they
were part of breaking a new world
record, each participant received a
badge and certificate for their
involvement. Congratulations and well
done to all the Scouts, Explorers and
their wonderful Leaders Mel and
Richard.

Eye-In-The-Sky
Technology To Spot
Potholes

SAFELY REOPENING
HYTHE POOL TO
SWIMMERS

by Jan Holben
Coming soon, the use of drones as an innovative way to
find potholes is being trialled by Kent County Council
(KCC) in partnership with Amey plc.
The trial which is part of the Association of Directors of
Environment, Economy, Planning and Transport (ADEPT)
SMART Places Live Labs programme, will assess how
effective this technology can be for highway inspections in
future. Each year the Council has more than 100,000
enquiries about problems associated with highways and
since January the Council has filled more than 43,000
potholes already.
KCC is responsible for
the inspection and
maintenance of 5,000
miles of road and 4,000
miles of footpaths;
along with 122,000
street-lights, 500,000
trees, 250,000 drains
and 2,200 bridges – so
if successful with locating potholes, it is easy to imagine
how useful this technology could be in many other
scenarios. In preparation for this important county-wide
trial, two drones were flown over Detling Show Ground
some days ago, demonstrating their potential to pickup
movement and potholes on the highways.
KCC Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport
Michael Payne said: “This is an exciting opportunity for
Kent allowing us to have a much better understanding of
the condition of our roads and assets across the county.
“For instance rather than us having to drive around
looking for issues or arrange to clamber up bridges, we
can use the drone to quickly, and easily spot any
problems we might face.
“And rather than setting up traffic management and
diversions to do an inspection, we can simply put a drone
in the air – meaning Kent Highways staff can be freed up
for other projects.
“With this new eye in the sky technology we could have a
quick and clear idea of what needs to be done, and
where, meaning we will have the information at our
fingertips rather than people simple reporting problems to
us online.
“Ultimately this will lead to residents having a better
experience on Kents road. I look forward to the results of
this trial and we will continue to work with our national
partner in government and the aerospace industry to take
this forward.”

Hythe Pool is to reopen for the first time next week with
numerous measures introduced to ensure the safety of
swimmers and staff.
The facility in South Road has been closed since March as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, with Folkestone &
Hythe District Council working hard behind the scenes to
ensure it could welcome back members of the public when
the time was right.
A series of new rules will be in effect from Monday (27
July) – all of which will be on display at the pool and
available to read on our website. These include:
Sessions need to be booked in advance by calling 01303
269177 during opening hours. There will be a limited
timetable to allow for extra cleansing
Arrive ‘swim ready’ – i.e. have your costume/trunks on
underneath your clothes. The amount of time in changing
rooms will be limited and spectators are not permitted
Face masks must be worn in the reception area and
changing rooms
Please follow directional markings and use the swimming
lane most appropriate for your ability/speed. Aqua Fit
sessions will be restarting and lockers are not in use –
bags can be left on the pool surround, but please bring as
little as possible. Hairdryers are also not available
The cardio gym and teaching pool are currently
unavailable to use
Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, F&HDC Cabinet Member for
Communities, said: “I know how frustrating the pool
closure has been for keen swimmers, but ensuring the
safety of our residents and staff is our key priority. We are
confident the appropriate measures are in place to ensure
people can keep healthy and have fun when returning to
the waters.While the swimming experience will be quite
different, we ask people to continue to be patient and kind
to our staff as they get used to a new way of working. This
is another positive step towards normality following the
successful reopening of the district’s high streets, East Cliff
Sports and play areas under our responsibility.”
For more information about opening hours and prices at
Hythe Pool, visit :folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/sports-andleisure/hythe-pool
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We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
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Your Letters

I would certainly expect that a councillor
would be in favour of upholding the law to
the benefit of all people regardless of the
colour of their skin. This is a right and
freedom that I will always be willing to
demonstrate support for.
Gaynor Cobb
New Romney.

Dear Looker,
I felt compelled to write in response to the
comments about myself by Cllr Terry
Dear David
Mullard.
I would like to thank the residents of New
Romney for their magnificent contributions
Firstly, may I say how shocked I was to
to the Virtual Country Fayre held on
read such comments from a
Saturday, 25th July. This shows that a
representative of the people. How anyone true community spirit is still alive and well
holding public office could suggest that I
in New Romney.
would not be horrified by the murder of
Lee Rigby or indeed by any murder, I
There were parade entries, re-enactment
cannot imagine.
of arena performances, some of which
were extremely funny, and also families
I am surprised to have to remind him that recreating the Fayre in their gardens. I
we live in a country where we are proud of thank everyone who got involved and sent
our system of justice and the fact that we in pictures, videos and clips, all of which
uphold the law.
added to the fun of the whole day.
This Virtual Event was a reminder to
everyone that the Country Fayre is still in
our minds and, if anyone did not see it,
you can still view the day's events on our
Facebook page. We will return bigger and
Cllr Mullard may be interested to know
better next year on 31st July, when we will
that George Floyd was suspected of
passing a counterfeit twenty dollar bill. For be live on St Martin's Field.
this crime, the police officer knelt on his
Hope to see you all then.
neck for almost eight minutes which
resulted in his death.
Frances Wire
I am saddened and shocked by the news Chairman
New Romney Country Fayre
of any murder, regardless of who is
responsible for it. I cannot think of any
Note from The editorAfter the last edition
justification for killing innocent people.
of The Looker, we have been dragged
into both an online tirade of abuse
I believe that the ranting of Muslim clerics along with a number of emails and
written letters, relating to three articles
is against non Muslims and not white
that have been printed in The Looker.
people in particular and in fact many of
the murders committed, including the one We would like to point out our position
he refers to, are the result of mental
on ‘The Letters Page’.
health problems as well as Islamic
extremism.
We arrest people for crimes committed
and would not advocate kneeling on
someone's neck and committing murder.

This young cyclist seems to follow the
same pattern, he targets young
women (age range 16 to 21 years old),
he cycles up to them in the street, or
by Jan Holben coming from a shop or farmers market,
he attempts to strike up a conversation
and films the encounter using ‘go-pro’
Over the last few months a young
type camera worn on his chest he asks
male cyclist has been approaching
his ‘target’ questions such as ‘you
young women in Folkestone town
seem to be a fun person to talk to’, and
centre, Folkestone Harbour area,
when his ‘subject’ attempts to avoid
Hythe and there may be more reports
him or continue with her journey he will
elsewhere. These encounters happen
sometimes follow her on his cycle or
during daytime hours with the cyclist
trying to strike up a conversation as he continue watching her from a distance.
films the encounter on his mobile
As if this isn’t bad enough – further
camera, and whilst this may seem
fairly innocent – it has left many of the research by women who have been
approached in this way found that this
women feeling threatened and
young cyclist uploads his videos and
‘spooked’.
posts to a YouTube channel called ‘1st
Person Approacher’ - which appears to
On social media one young woman
mentioned about the behaviour of this be a pick up or dating forum for
young male cyclist who she described persons self described as Incels (the
term Incels is short for "involuntary
in some detail, and she said that
celibates" - members of an online
although he seemed to be quite
subculture who define themselves as
friendly, and certainly made no overt
unable to find a romantic or sexual
threats, she felt very threatened and
partner despite desiring one).
unsettled and told him in no uncertain
terms not to film her. On mentioning
An example of the type of comment
this, several other young women said
posted to the YouTube forum gives a
they had a very similar experience,
frightening insight into the mind of the
some as long as a year ago.

Cyclist Spooks
Women
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1. Disclaimer: The opinions, beliefs
and viewpoints expressed by the
various authors and participants on
this letters page, do not necessarily
reflect the opinions, beliefs and
viewpoints of the Looker Newspaper
Limited.
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persons who post there; “Dec 29th,
2019. I feel like a common thing with
incels is that they feel like a danger to
women. For instance, ever since my
mid teens, when I have been alone
with one, I felt like they were ‘trusting’
me somehow. Like when I was at the
special needs school a lot of the staff
there were young females and I felt
like a predator, like I could rape them
at any moment. I think this must be a
common occurrence for Incels. I feel
like a monster in the making”. There
are more comments like this, often
even more disturbing.
Latest news is that a 30-year old man
was arrested for ‘harassing girls and
posting videos of them online’ - and he
was held for a few days. However, as
we went to press - it is thought that he
has now been released and has
already been spotted following the
same worrying pattern of behaviour.
If you are somebody you know, is, or
has been, approached in a similar way,
or filmed and followed – then please
call Kent Police immediately to help
them build up a complete picture of
what is happening.

Obituary –
Elizabeth (Betty)
APPS
It is with great sadness that I have to inform
you my twin sister passed away, aged 87
years on July 8th, having spent three weeks
in hospital. She was the youngest daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Apps, and like her
parents was a true Marshian.
She was born in New Romney and spent
her early years there, attending New
Romney Primary School in Church Lane.
For a while during the war, she was
evacuated to Lindfield with her mother and
sister. Whilst there, her adventurous ways
led her to fall into the village pond on a cold
winter's day. When able to return to New
Romney, there was initially only half day
schooling available. In 1947, she was one
of the first pupils to attend the new
Southlands Secondary School.
At 14 she started work at the Victoria Tea
Rooms in New Romney High Street (now
the Chinese take away). From there she
went to work at the Frogmore Tea Rooms in
Folkestone. She later ran her own sweet
shop in Hythe next to what was then the
Cinema. During this time she gained a
reputation for cooking and selling home
made food. Every Christmas, her sausage
rolls, mince pies and Christmas Cakes were
in great demand. One year she made 200
Christmas fruit cakes! She also liked to
keep up to date with the latest fashion
trends and enjoyed owning a number of
different cars, including a sports car which
she occasionally drove ‘open topped’ during
the summer.
She later moved to Horn Street, Seabrook,
where she bought the general stores and
took an active part in the community
including organising a street party for the
Queen's Silver Jubilee.
In her younger
days, she
used to enjoy
Romney
Revels and
she took part
most years.
The photo
shows her
dressed as a
Guardsman in
the Coronation
Revels of
1953.
On her
retirement,
she moved
back to her
beloved New
Romney but
unfortunately a hip operation was not
successful and she had to use crutches for
the past ten years. It didn't stop her
enjoying life, and was often seen pottering
in her beloved garden.
She will be greatly missed at local events
where her sausage rolls and knitting were
enjoyed. Betty you are now with your
eldest sister, Coral Pope who died six
weeks ago and you leave your family and
many friends with very many happy

Folkestone Library re-opens for
limited service
by Andrew South
Kent County Council has announced the cautious opening of a dozen
of its libraries across the county, including Folkestone Library on Grace
Hill.
But in common with other retail and customer service outlets, there are a
number of restrictions in place to ensure that library customers can visit
safely. Kent Libraries have introduced a ‘Select & Collect’ service, for which
you will need to book a library visit in advance to collect your books or DVDs.
“We are taking a
carefully phased
approach to our
reopening,” says a Kent
Libraries statement, “so
to begin with we are not
allowing bookshelf
browsing. And
customers won’t be
able to use other
facilities such as a
study space or toilets.”
Customers can select
up to six books or
audiobooks in advance,
and they can be collected from one of the 12 open libraries. The good news
is that the loan period is being extended to six weeks on all items issued
through ‘Select and Collect’.
“You can either tell us which specific books you want, or you can let us
choose books for you based on your preferences,” says Kent Libraries.
The other bit of good news is that no charges will be applied to items taken
out before the lockdown, and these items will be automatically renewed until
December 31st this year (phew!). Items borrowed can be returned to any of
the dozen open libraries drop boxes or return bins.
Home library service deliveries, alongside the postal loan service have
recently restarted, and Kent Libraries expects to restart the mobile library
service in late August. There is no news yet about when the other libraries in
our district may open in Sandgate, Hythe, New Romney and Lydd
You will need to go to www.kent.gov.uk/libs to access the ‘Select & Collect’
service as well as pre-bookable computers and Wi-fi sessions, or you can
‘phone on 0300 041 3131 to speak to a real live member of staff.
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Romney Marsh from the air

InCovid-hit
my own
carewords
home

A look at the Romney Marsh from a different perspective. Photos from John Wimble & John Harmer

Readers Write......

beckons new era
by Andrew South
Pelham House Care Home in Folkestone, which was
severely hit by the coronavirus outbreak in May, is on
the road to recovery with the support of the local
community – after it had been declared Covid-free for
the last three weeks.
The story of the Home’s experience of the pandemic and
how it has threatened its future survival is told in an hourlong Panorama Special on BBC1 on Thursday evening
(July 30th).
Owner and Manager of the Home, Roger Waluube was
effusive in his praise for the support he has received from

Top: The RSPB's nature reserve at Dungeness covers nearly 4 sq. miles. It is part of the peninsula
which is the largest shingle formation of its kind in Europe.
Bottom: The Solar Farm near Old Romney. It consists of over 70,000 solar panels, covers 114 acres,
and is one of the largest in the UK and can generate up to 18Mw of electricity.
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the neighbourhood and local organisations.
“Two months ago, we had lost ten of our 20 residents in a
matter of weeks, when we may lose perhaps three or four in
a whole year, as a result of natural causes,” he told The
Looker. “We were looking at the end of Pelham House Care
Home and its role as a well-loved care home and its place
in the community.
“Our staff were working 12-hour shifts in three-day cycles
and stretched to their absolute limits, as were care home
staff across the country. But the support and
encouragement we received from local people gave us a
great incentive to continue in our mission to provide the
best possible life our residents could enjoy.”
With debts mountng, Folkestone & Hythe District Council
has helped out with a grant of £25,000.
“We still have our regular monthly overheads, and staff to
pay of course, so the Council’s help was much appreciated,
and it just about scooped us off the bottom.”
And now in an unprecedented gesture of solidarity, the local
community has come together in support of the much-loved
Care Home to launch a crowd-funding appeal to raise funds
to ensure that the Home can build a better future for its
residents.
“I can’t speak highly enough of the dedication of our staff in

coping with the most horrendous of situations,” said Roger.
“But I also have to pay tribute to the support of our
neighbours and local community who have quite literally
helped to keep us going – a big thank you to all involved!”.
Pelham House Care Home is one of two homes featured in
the Panorama Special, entitled The Forgotten Frontline
which airs tomorrow evening (Thursday) at 9pm on BBC1.
The programme says it “is following the unfolding tragedy in
care homes as they struggle to protect residents against the
killer virus. Over several months, cameras were allowed
into two very different care homes, revealing the dedication
of care staff, the frustration of managers and the heartache
as more and more lives were lost”.
Across the country, more than 20,000 residents and care
workers have died with Covid-19, and reporter Alison Holt
will be asking if care homes were abandoned to fight the
virus alone.
Details of how to help to support the Care Home’s appeal
can be found on the website: www.pelhamcarehome.co.uk.
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August Gardeninf
With Susie Coupar
The last true month of summer and
the garden and veg plot are still at
their best. There is time to sow
quick growing salad crops such as
lettuce, rocket and radish. Dead
heading flowers is essential to
prolong flowering well into
September as the later flowers
come to their peak.

If you are going on holiday you still
need to look after the garden,
especially those plants in
containers.
My ten best tips for looking after
the garden while you are away:
1. The slugs and snails don't go on
holiday. It is best to put down extra
supplies of your favourite method
of killing them, as slugs are bound
to make hay and chomp away
whilst you are away.
2. If you come back from holiday
and find the slugs have chewed at
bedding plants check out the slug
tips for how to rescue a slug
ravished bedding plant.
3. Move any young plants out of
the greenhouse into an area of
semi-shade. Without regular
attention, plants in the greenhouse
can get very hot and dry out,
especially young plants in small
pots. Try to ensure that the young
plants are raised off the ground
away from slugs.
4. Sounds obvious, but check the 5
day weather forecast which is now
much more reliable and gives you a
good idea what to expect whilst
you are away. If no rain is forecast
for the first few days water heavily
before you leave for holiday. Water
effectively especially new plants
and shrubs. It is the roots which
need the water (image right) not
the foliage (image left) either
puddle water around the plant to
ensure the roots get a good
soaking, or sink a bottle alongside
the plant so you can water directly
to the roots.
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spells of wet and warm weather which will draw
them out. Slugs and snails are the No 1 garden
enemy, with an ability to consume a vast amount
of tender plant growth disproportionate to their
modest size. They are a problem in the garden
and veg plot, how they just love lettuce. It's a war
with the slimy creatures.
Most slugs and snails are nocturnal which means
night time is a good time to spot and dispatch
them. Slugs and snails lay their eggs in the soil
where they remain over winter growing into
mature slugs.

G. NEWING

Electrical Contractors Ltd.
58 Queens Road • Littlestone
New Romney • Kent • TN28 8LY

Getting Rid of Slugs and Snails at a Glance
Nematodes
Beer Traps
Picking and Dispatching
Slug Pellets
Barrier method
Raised Beds
Thrushes and Frogs the Gardeners friend
5. Equally if a lot of rain is forecast,
make sure none of your containers
or plants are placed in trays as they
will quickly fill up with rainwater.
Plants dislike standing in water for
prolonged periods.
6. Capillary matting can be useful
and will nurse a plant through a
week (as long as it's not a heat
wave week) Soak the matting and
set the plant on it to keep
hydrated.

Do nothing
9. It is a good idea not to feed the
garden, because that will make it
grow more which may require
attention and water. This applies
equally to the lawn, if you feed it
will just grow a lot more while you
are away.

10. It is a good idea not to sow
seed to germinate just before going
away. Tiny seedlings are very
vulnerable to extremes of weather.
In particular, they need just the
7. If you have a lot of sensitive
right amount of water to nurse
plants such as tomatoes and veg in them through the early stages of
containers and baskets, a drip feed germination. Tiny seedlings dry out
system connected to the mains with very easily, even when you are
a timer is ideal, (but only if there is keeping a watchful eye on them . If
not a hosepipe ban.)
they germinate and there is then
there is a hot spell without regular
8. If this is not possible move all
watering, they will die.
containers into a shady spot, water
well and mulch. Simply putting
Slug Killing Tips
containers into shade makes a
As soon as spring arrives so do the
great deal of difference in terms of slugs and snails. Nasty creatures
water loss. Give everything a really
which can shred hosta or tender
good soak before you go, group
delphinium shoots overnight.
containers together in shady areas
During the spring and summer
and mulch surfaces.
slugs emerge, especially during

Mrs P’s
Diary
Strolling into Hythe heavily disguised in a fetching blue
nautical mask, I was aware that Social distancing
seemed to have become a thing of the past. Excellent
for the traders to have so many potential punters, but
not so good for the health of Hythe. People stop and
say ‘hello’ to me but I am not certain who they are.
Male, female, close friend or acquaintance.

Home Phone 01797 361988
Mobile Phone 07768 072065
Domestic and commercial installations
Free Estimates • Solar PV installations
Fire alarm, emergency lighting
and security lighting
With over 25 years experience
MCS Approved Installer
NICEC Approved Contractor
Part P Registered Contractor
Trust mark and Real Registered

Do I know them, did I know them and if so what is their
name? These conundrums are compounded by the
fact that everybody seems to have longer and different
coloured hair.
Shopkeepers tell me that business is good so a very
positive result. Parking has been suspended in the
lower east end. Parking tickets are flapping about on
windscreens like smalls on a washing line. I
understand that this to stop the pavements becoming
overcrowded, but as Iceland is now a free for all it
seems rather unnecessary.
Some people like to scoot or ride the wrong way down
the street. More of a hazard than the parking if you
ask me. Only nobody did seek my opinion.
Open air cafes are thriving. The gulls are back in force
with the entire family now. Stuffed with a full English
they can hardly get lift-off . But one did and then
emptied the contents of his tummy onto my neck… I
do love to be beside the seaside in the summertime.
As lockdown eases I find myself more reluctant to
venture out. I for one was pleased when mask wearing
became compulsory last week. Yes, they are hot and
uncomfortable. But compared to being on a ventilator
they are a doddle. Just remember to remove before
eating any bubble gum from the sweet shop or you
could find yourself permanently stuck in a face
covering. No facials required.
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Covid-19 kick-starts new
community spirit on the
Marsh

He also re-iterated the positive support from the District
Council.

“It has been phenomenal,” he acknowledged. “Other models
have been more centralised, but FH&DC has empowered
local organisations to distribute aid and work closely with the
by Andrew South community wardens and other agencies.

“We have six drivers going out every day delivering around 50
meals prepared here at the Centre. We established a call
The enforced shut-down of services in March gave rise to centre here to handle enquires about just about anything.”
an upsurge in community spirit and a drive to recruit
volunteers for the three community hubs in Folkestone,
Hythe and Romney Marsh. Folkestone & Hythe District
Council was ahead of the Government curve by
recognising that the lockdown was inevitable and
planning for how to deal with it was put in place in midMarch. The Looker dropped into the Romney Marsh Day
Centre from where the Marsh Community Hub is run to
find out what have been the challenges.

Incredible Edibles &
Community Garden
Update by Sandgate Society
Incredible Edibles: The Incredible Edible team have been
measuring up and planting large planters in Cheriton High
Street. Several shop keepers are keen to have their own edible
displays. The lettuces in the Sandgate High Street planter have
been harvested and hopefully eaten. They have been replaced
with Palla Rossa Chicory and some edible viola flowers …..
they look great mixed in with a leaf salad. We hope to have
some news about things taking shape in the Golden Valley
area of Sandgate soon (The Sandgate community garden
volunteers teamed with the Incredible Edible group to tidy and
look after the Enbrook Valley planters. Freemantle Park next!)

“We knew that the lockdown was imminent, so we decided to
close our services to the community’s over-55s on March 17
[a week before the Government’s official announcement],” the
Centre’s Chief Executive Officer, Jon Wilson told me. “Prior to
that date we gathered all the relevant councils from across the
Marsh – F&HDC, New Romney, Dymchurch, St. Mary-in-theMarsh and Lydd.”
The Hub initiative has
involved a wide range of
other parties, including the
police, Caring Altogether on
Romney Marsh (CARM),
Romney Resource Centre,
the Rotary Club, Salvation
Army, GP surgeries and
primary care representatives,
among others. All three
Community Hubs offer a wide
range of help and support –
providing food for those not
able to shop or prepare it
themselves; assistance with
collection and delivery of food orders; dog walking; collecting
and delivery of medicines, or sometimes just to provide
someone to talk to for advice and re-assurance.

more and more flowers, as are the
zinnias, and now a few dahlias. We
are always pleased to see any visitors
on our Wednesday and Saturday
morning sessions keen to take
produce home with them, and have
had reports of how flavoursome the
vegetables are.

The calls received have been varied as people have had to
re-adjust their way of life.
“Many people call just for a chat, simply because they are
lonely, but we’ve had many calls about food deliveries,
medicines and availability of food-banks,” said Jon. “For more
complex issues we have a support team of others including
social services.”
The Day Centre’s services have not yet ground to a complete
halt.

“We are still
handling
applications
“This has had to be a highly co-ordinated approach, providing for Assistance
Allowance and
a real safety net for those who need help, and support has
Blue Badges
gone across the Marsh, not just the immediate Hub area,”
remotely, but
says Jon.
we also have
The Day Centre generally has around 27 regular volunteers
to deal with
on its books, who help out with all aspects of the
emergency
administration, maintenance and smooth-running of its
electrical
services.
problems and
hearing aids.
“But we have recruited around 100 extra volunteers from
One important
different walks of life – many of whom have been from the
area is
younger generation in their 20s and 30s who are either
footcare –
furloughed or been made redundant – and it has provided
we’ve all had to manage without getting our hair cut, but
plenty of opportunities to do something positive for the
footcare is something which simply can’t be ignored.”
Marsh.”

Community Garden: Every session these days there is
something to pick, this week was salad leaves, the first of the
dwarf beans, beetroot, courgettes and summer squashes, along
with the last of the spring onions. The sweet peas are producing

The kale and purple sprouting got
planted, two varieties of each, and
immediately they were covered with a
fine mesh to prevent the cabbage
white butterflies from laying their
eggs. It is also important to make
sure the plants are clean of eggs
before they go under cover. Any
outside the mesh will have to be checked and cleaned every
week as a caterpillar infestation can finish them off. Cabbage
whites can be seen dancing around the brassicas desperate to
get at them.
Since reporting on the amount of blackfly last week, happily this
week there is evidence of more and more predators such as
ladybirds. It makes sense for them to appear in numbers after
infestations, to give them plenty of food to eat, and they certainly
have some catching up to do.
With extra weed, the pond is starting to look more pond like! It
still leaves a lot to be desired, but if you take time to really peer
into the water it is teeming with all kinds of creatures, including a
spaniel that decided to squeeze under the fence and jump in one
hot day…… we need to put some mesh along those gaps!
Bee news: Our bees in the garden are always looking very busy,
and we are assured by Ray and Chris that all is well. Ray has
been busy collecting honey from another hive he has, and Chris
has her own new hive close by. Her bees are collecting pollen
that is black in colour, and it will be interesting to find out what
that may have come from on the pollen chart for July.

The Government has identified Folkestone, Hythe and
Ashford as ‘areas of concern’ which could face fresh
lockdowns, making the vulnerable Romney Marsh population
New Romney Town Councillor and local art inspiration, Briony open to new restrictions. The Community Hub though seems
Kapoor is one of many volunteers who has been manning the well-prepared to take on a new challenge if necessary, but we
would all like to see the Day Centre return to its primary and
‘phones at the Day Centre.
crucial function in providing services for those over-55s who
“It has made me feel so proud of our community and one of
need help and support.
the great benefits of the lockdown has been the obliteration of
the distinction between long-term Marsh residents and those You can contact the Romney Marsh Community Hub by
who have more recently joined us from further afield,” she told ‘phone on 01797 208590 or e-mail at: covid-19@rmdc.org.uk.
It is open from Monday to Friday between 9am and 4pm and
me. “People have really pulled together to create a new and
between 9am and 12pm on Saturday and Sunday.
genuine sense of community.”
Volunteers are provided with an induction which includes a
video about confidentiality, safeguarding and data protection.
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done, so that we were ready to welcome customers old and
new when we had the go-ahead.”
Along with every other catering and beverage provider, strict
measures are in place to ensure customers’ safety.
by Andrew South “Some of our regulars have been a little nervous about
returning, but when they see the efforts we have made to
For as long as we can remember delivering The Looker in ensure their protection - such as hand-sanitisers on entering,
safe distances between tables and a protective screen at the
Hythe, Brooks Tea-room in the High Street has been our
service counter – they have been re-assured.”
‘go-to’ stop-off point for refuelling, with a mid-morning
The tea-room is also doing its bit for the local community, by
sandwich and welcome cup of tea.
selling jams, honeys, home-made soups and craft items made
April and John have always given us a warm and cheery
by producers in the area.
reception (well usually!) as they eagerly
“Our best-kept secret [not any more, April…] is our
await their quota of the week’s new edition, for
garden, where we have had to provide more furniture.”
their customers to peruse over their midIndeed, this is a peaceful oasis just yards from the High
morning coffee and slice of toast or cake.
Street, which has proved a boon for customers to eat and
“Of course we had to close down immediately
drink safely outdoors.
at the end of business on March 23rd – and that
Brooks has an air of relief at getting ‘back to business’ with
was it until we re-opened on July 4th,” April told
its sleeves rolled up and adjusting to a new way of
me between serving hand-sanitising and
providing the high standard of service they aspire
distanced customers.
to offer – a wide range of sandwiches, light meal
“We are now back to full strength with all our
favourites, snacks and gluten-free cakes is
staff back with us – and in fact, we’ve been
available and always served with a smile by the
able to recruit three new members to the
tea-room’s willing staff.
Brooks team.”
Bookings are not necessary, but you can call
She was thankful for a government grant
April direct for further information on 07713
which has meant that the business has kept
015946.
its head above water, but also make some
The delivery team is already salivating at the
improvements.
prospect of not only distributing this issue of
“We have been wanting to re-decorate for
The Looker, but also looking forward to a brief
some time, but we simply didn’t have time
respite in our hectic drop-off schedule…
because we were always open. With the
lockdown, we were able to get the decorating

New look Brooks looks
good to go…to!

Budgeting Tips
Or how to make ypur pennies work harder
We have talked in the past about simple cookery, and
included a recipe for Cottage Pie. Tesco have a long running
advertising theme called “Food love stories” put in by the
public. This is admirable, but many of them, to my mind,
involve quite expensive items. The current one, is a BBQ
marinade, and it talks about limes, coconut, fresh cream,
fresh coriander etc, all expensive items. Maybe they are
selling the sauce already made up, but if you are struggling to
put food on the table, it all sounds a bit far-fetched!
Sainsburys used to boast about putting a family meal together
for less than £5, as if it were a great deal. I would expect to
put a family meal together for £5. If it went above that it would
be a special occasion!

Bolognese Sauce.
Another simple recipe which anyone can cook, is Bolognese
Sauce to serve with Spaghetti. There is an official recipe than
you can use, (see below) but really you can put anything in it!
You can get away with using the smallest amount of mince,
and just fill it up with vegetables and seasoning.

affection tribute to a great Gunners side and a truly fantastic
achievement against all odds. However, I would like to remind
Gunners fans of a game on Feb 28th 1989 when Arsenal faced
the newly promoted Millwall at Highbury. Highbury, now that
was some stadium. I was there that night in the away end and
the game finished 0-0. Millwall's then captain Les Briley hit a
30 yard screamer that was somehow disallowed for offside,
Teddy Sheringham was standing on the touchline but adjudged
to be interfering with play. Now if that goal had stood, but that's
another story.

By Vince Shell
89 - Cert PG.

I'm sure Mr Wimble will have seen this and in doing so relived
one of his beloved Gunners finest moments.

tomato puree, some mixed herbs or basil, salt and pepper. If
a little stiff you can add some water (not too much).
Put a lid on the pan and cook over a low heat for about an
hour, until the hard vegs are soft. If you are using tinned veg,
which are already cooked, you don’t need to add these until
the last 15 minutes. Don’t forget to drain of the fluid from the
tin. You can also use frozen vegs. Take the lid off for last 15
or so minutes, if it is too watery, for some of water to
evaporate away. On the other hand, if it gets stiff, or burns,
add the tiniest amount of water. It needs to finish up quite
thick.
During the last 15 minutes, bring a pan of salted boiling water
to the boil and cook your spaghetti. Allow about 3 ozs
(approx. 80g) per person. Like all dried foods, they do
expand, so don’t be tempted to throw in any more. Drain off in
a colander, and run a kettle of boiling water through it. While
not essential, it does take off some of the starch, and stops it
sticking together.
It is not necessary to buy a jar of ready- made sauce, and it
adds to the cost, and they are often high in sugar and salt.
Check out the traffic lights on the packs.

Official Delia recipe, if you wanted to
try it!

Method.

Ingredients.

Vegetables- you can use anything. Cut hard vegs (carrots,
swede, parsnips) up small, so they cook easily. You can really
add any vegs. You need to include something from the onion
family, an onion, leek, garlic etc. for flavour. Put your mince,
(meat or Quorn), into a pan over a low heat to cook a little,
keeping it moving all the time. The amount doesn’t matter,
just proportionate to how much you are making. Half a pound
or 225g will make enough for 4 people. Then add your cut up
veg to the pan, with a tin of chopped tomatoes, a squeeze of

6os lean mince. 3ozs chicken livers. 2 rashers unsmoked
streaky bacon. I teasp dried Basil. I onion, finely chopped. I
clove of garlic crushed. 1 tin of chopped tomatoes. 3 tablesp
red wine. 2 tablespoons tomato puree. 1 tablespoon olive oil.
Salt and freshly milled black pepper.
The cooking process if the same as above. Happy cooking.
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The 1988/89 season will be one that is etched on many
football fans memories mainly because of the Hillsborough
disaster that tragically saw 96 fans lose their lives and stunned
the football world. It will also be remembered for the most
exciting finish ever to a league campaign. 89 tells the story of
how Arsenal under the guidance of newly appointed manager
and club legend George Graham defied all odds to take the
league title. To add to the drama they went to Liverpool, who
started the season as evens favourites and sat at the top of the
table, in the last game of the season needing a win by 2 clear
goals to overtake Liverpool and take the title. The fact that they
managed this through a 89th minute Michael Thomas winner
just added to the fairytale story.
89 is told through the eyes of
manager Graham and the
players and fans and for those
of us who witnessed the drama
unfold on that night it is a
reminder of a truly historical
night. Alan Smith's deft
header, Steve McMahon's 1
minute to go gesture and
Michael Thomas' ice cool finish
to take the title. There are other
points such as the then England
manager Bobby Robson being
press ganged into being ITV's pundit
after their own had pulled out. The
Arsenal players after match celebrations,
which were of epic proportions and the life changing impact the
now sadly deceased David 'Rocky' Rocastle had on Ian
Wright-Wright-Wright. If you were too young to remember this
night, you need to watch this film to understand the enormity of
the night. The closest I have ever seen is the Man City game
with QPR when Aguero scored with the last kick of the game.
Funnily that game will always be remembered for Paul
Merson's over excited commentary perhaps Merson was just
remembering his own personal night of glory.

Next Goal Wins - Cert 15

On 11 April 2001
Australia set a world
record for the largest
victory in an
international match
when they beat
American Samoa
31-0 in a world cup
qualifier. Archie
Thompson broke the
record for most
goals in a game
scoring 13 times (8
in the first half) team
mate David Zdrilic
chipped in with a
mere 8 goals and
Con Boutsianis a
paltry 3 goals. There
were 7 different
scorers and despite
leading 16-0 at half time the Aussies didn't ease up in the
second half.
The American Samoa team had been plagued with difficulties
with only one member of their original 20 man squad,
goalkeeper Nicky Salapu eligible to play, their under 20 squad
were involved in exams so were unable to play. In the end they
had to call on their youth players including 3 15 year olds some
of whom had never played a full 90 minutes. Fast forward to
2011 and Dutch coach Thomas Rongen is recruited from the
MLS tasked with taking the lowest ranked team in the world
through World Cup qualifying for Brazil 2014. Rongen talks
captain Salapu into returning for the campaign and Salapu
agrees determined to exorcise the memories of that 31-0
defeat in Australia. Rongen also goes on a Republic of Ireland
style hunt for any natives of American Samao desperate to add
to a team that has played 30 international matches and lost
every single one scoring 12 goals and conceding 229. This
isn't a job for the faint hearted but Rongen eventually
assembles a squad that includes the first Transgender player
to play in the world cup Jaiyah Saelua.
Next Goal Wins isn't a tale of millionaire players and a
multitude of successes. It is a story of overcoming enormous
hurdles, it is a story of a group of amateur players for whom
playing for their country means everything. The first win over
Tonga is met with enormous relief and you can tell that the
players have given their all but that is not enough and Rongen
wants qualification to the next stage. I will let you find out what
happens next but this documentary shows you the ecstatic
highs and gut wrenching lows that the beautiful game offers up
to it's participants and spectators. It also shows us that
victories come in different packages and that sometimes
overcoming adversity is the greatest victory of them all.
If you have stood on a muddy and bumpy pitch in the middle of
winter 5-0 down staring certain defeat but still given your all
you will understand this film. You will sympathise with the
cause and you will understand how good that winning feeling
feels when it finally arrives.
89 and Next Goal Wins are at opposite ends of the scale but
both beautifully portray the emotions of the beautiful game.

Watch this film irrelevant of your team, It is a warm and
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It was a hot summer’s day and although recovering, I was still
closeted in my bed, according to Dr. Markland’s orders. I was
irritated and frustrated at having to remain in bed on such a day,
with the door, windows and even curtains closed, to ‘protect my
eyes’! Patience has never been my strong point and I wanted to
be outside playing with my friends not cooped up indoors! So
without consideration, I decided to take matters into my own
hands. From the end of my bed, I climbed up and pulled back
the curtains, then opened the window wide! I sat on the ledge in
my pale blue pyjamas and dangled both my feet out of the
window, resting them on the outside wall of the house, balancing
By Patricia Irvine (Aldridge)
there, quite confidently, in the early summer sun.
I was fully enjoying the warmth; the freedom of breathing in the
I remember many of the residents who lived in Rectory Road,
familiar smells of summer; of listening to the sounds of the
and some with great fondness. The eighteen hamlet houses
marsh lambs bleating in the distance; and to the birds joyously
were all semi-detached and our attached neighbours at the
and busily singing through their day. I sat contentedly, admiring
turning circle at No. 9 were Mr. and Mrs. Michael Saffery, with
all the beauty that surrounded our hamlet. Looking west, I could
their sons David, Richard and Stuart. Their garden was an
absolute delight and with my father taking great pride in his own, see the roof of The Star Inn and the spire of the church that
featured so prominently in all our lives. Rectory Road seemed
we counted ourselves very lucky to have them as neighbours.
At No. 8 there were Mr. George Butchers and his wife Kathleen to be floating like an island on a sea of green and gold. I
with daughter Patricia (who played the piano beautifully). They remember the scent from the nearby lilac tree in a neighbour’s
also enjoyed their garden and kept it well. At No. 7 were Mr. and garden and sat drinking in the sights and sounds of early
summer that I had been so sorely missing. Disappointingly,
Mrs. Roberts with their seven children, Vera, John, Peter,
Susan, Kathleen, Tommy and Paul. No. 6 was the home of Mr. there were no children visible to call out to, for they were all at
school.
Tim and Mrs. Joan Else and then at No. 5 there was the Quick
family. The first of the four white different styled houses, No. 4, Gently, I felt my mother’s hands firmly clasping me and drawing
me back inside and on to my bed. Her face was frozen with
housed a Mr. and Mrs. Vickery. They were attached to No. 3,
fear. A good-sensed neighbour, Mrs. Roberts at No. 7 on the
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Sid Ovenden, whose children Brian
and Valerie I remember well. At the top of the road, adjacent to opposite side of the road, had been looking out of her kitchen
and overlooking the dyke, was Mr. Lancaster and his son in No. window and saw me, pyjama clad, dangling my bare feet from
the first floor window. She had swiftly and silently crossed the
2. Mr. and Mrs. Whitehead were attached in No. 1. (Mr
Whitehead was the church choirmaster and played the organ at road and warned my mother of what I was ‘up to’. Mother also
all Sunday services). This was quite a commitment, particularly had good sense. She made no sound as she opened the door of
when I cast my mind back to some of the antics we got up to at my room and without startling me at all, simply slipped her arms
firmly around me, pulling me back into the safety of my room.
our choir rehearsals!
On the opposite side of the road at No. 18 were another Mr. and Once inside, with her senses unfrozen, she demanded, “What
on earth do you think you were doing my girl? You could have
Mrs. Else with children Peter and Judith. Their attached
killed yourself!”
neighbour (No. 17) was Mrs Young. In the first of the white
Quite frankly, I never could see what all the fuss was about. I
houses on the opposite side of the road at No. 16 were the
had been having a perfectly wonderful time. However, it made
Dymmock family with their children. Attached was No. 15,
considerably more sense later that same day after my father had
where Mr. and Mrs. George Noakes and their youngest of four
daughters, Sylvia and Pauline lived. The elder two, Peggy and given his candid opinion. And even more so, years later, when I
had sons of my own!
Mary, had already left home. George Noakes was a traditional
www.patriciairvine.co.uk Author of: ‘In Light and In Shade’.
shepherd (or Looker) and worked for George Palmer. Mr. and
Mrs. Jim Carey were in No. 14. I can’t recall who moved into No.
13 when we moved out but Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jerry were in No.
12 and finally, Mrs. ‘Lil’ Gudgeon was in No. 11 and we, of
course were in No. 10 – which completes the set.
In all, there were approximately twenty-two children and thirtyfive adults living in Rectory Road at that time. There were plenty
of adults to keep an eye on us all, although of course, we were
completely oblivious to that at the time. However, on one
occasion I was made abruptly aware of their watchful eyes. I
was recovering from measles or chickenpox or one of those
childhood diseases that raised its ugly head now and again and
I was about seven or eight years old.
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Churches Round-up

Lydd Group of churches.

At last there is bit more to write about the
churches! Some are opening their doors,
others are keeping going with successful
on line services. There are many
restrictions and limitations, and there will
be no fellowship (chatting after services)
refreshments, singing etc. After 2,000
years of Christianity welcoming people,
one church notice says, “please leave the
building as soon as possible after the
service!” We could never have realised, in
a hundred years, a time when churches
wouldn’t be places of welcome!

All Saints, Lydd.

Some churches continue to be open for
private prayer only, and these times are
the same as the last issue of Looker.
St Mary in the Marsh.
Wednesdays and Sundays 10am-6pm.

Sundays at 10.30am. Again a modified
service, with limited numbers, and you
have to ring to book a place. Ring Rev
Chris on 01797 320345.
St Dunstans. Snargate.
The church is hoping to start services on
August 9th, at 9am with a modified
communion service (no shared cup).
Hopefully this is the beginning of a regular
service, on 2nd and 4th Sundays, which
was the old routine. All social distancing
and other arrangements will be observed,
as in all churches.
Other Anglican churches- see notices on
your own church, for when services may
start.
Romney Marsh Community Church.
North Street New Romney.

Burmarsh.
Sundays, between 10am and 3pm.
Ivychurch.
Sundays and Thursdays 10.15-11.15am.
New Romney.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
10am-Noon.
Dymchurch.
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 2-4pm
St Nicholas, New Romney,
There is a modified service at the church
on Sundays at 10.30am. But numbers are
limited and you have to ring to book a
place as these are limited. To find the
number to ring, see notices at the church.

The situation remains the same, with the
online service being broadcast every
Sunday, but no service in the building. It
is recorded during the week, by all the
different people taking part, and put
together on Saturdays, so it is available
from early on Sunday morning, you don’t
need to tune in at an exact time, very
useful people with families.

generous donation to tearfund. Tearfund
are part of the general current appeal
from Disasters Emergency committee.
The church secretary is available every
weekday morning, so if you have any
queries, or need to talk to anyone about
life’s problems, please feel free to ring
01797 366855.
Food Banks.
These are
both running every week.
New Romney,
5.30-7pm, in the church.

Tuesdays

Lydd,
Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30-7. 30pm. Rev
Chris, 01797 320345. So if you have
problems feeding your family, or know
someone who does, please ring the
above numbers for a voucher, and you
will be given one, and helped with any
long term problems that are making life
difficult. Donations can be dropped in just
before the session, or in New Romney,
any weekday morning. Ring the outside
bell to alert the church secretary that you
are there.
Church Chuckle.
From a church magazine. “We are
pleased to announce that the name of the
new close of old people bungalows has
been changed. St Peter’s Close did not
seem appropriate”

The service on Sunday, July 19th included
an appeal for tearfund, a large Christian
Wit and Wisdom.
aid charity, supported by evangelical
churches, with an appeal for the poorer
It is better to light a penny candle than to
countries. If we have suffered as a nation, curse the darkness. Old proverb.
the pandemic will hit poorer countries
much harder. Their health systems are
often inadequate, and are beginning to
get cases of Corona. The results might be
catastrophic. The church itself has sent a
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