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by Andrew South

An off-duty military officer
with his family on
Sandgate Beach took the
brave step of following a
group of migrants who
arrived on the beach last
week, but advised
members of the public “do
not do this yourselves –
these are well-organised
criminal gangs”.
Interviewed by BBC R5 Live
presenter Rachel Burden the
day after the incident, Officer
Glen described the detail of
his encounter in typically
military fashion.
“Eight to ten men arrived on
a very small boat, it was
absolutely treacherous. They
proceeded up the beach to a
small car-park where they
rendezvoused with a
‘handler’ who provided
handshakes, hugs, water

resources and directions of
travel to an ‘extraction point’.
“I called the police but lost
sight of the handler at this
point, but followed the main
group through Sandgate to a
church where they
rendezvoused with two
further, what I took to be,
migrants with wet trousers
who clearly had just come
ashore.”
He followed for 45 minutes
through Sandgate until they
headed north to another car-
park and wooded area.
“The police would never have
found them, but when the
vegetation parted, there was
another vehicle which was
clearly the extraction point,
and there were now 12 to 14
men.”
Also in pursuit of the men
was Independent District
Councillor Ray Field, who

had also witnessed the
people’s arrival on the beach.
“They didn’t seem to be
working as a team, but they
were obviously fit men in
their 20s as they quickly got
up Radnor Cliff,” he told The
Looker. “I was in contact with
the police and the
Coastguard and directed
them to the spot where the
men had gone, as they would
never have found them, and
that was where they were
apprehended.
“What worried me was that
the boat could have had
covid-19 in it from any of
them, but the odd thing was
that when I returned home,
the boat was being
dismantled by a family who
could have been part of the
gang, perhaps because it
could have been used in
evidence.”

Time to take the initiative on refugees?

Photo:Ray Field

Dr Syn still
rides for
Thee
Scarecrow
Festival
Dymchurch Village has never
been one to shy away from
some of the murkier aspects of
its past with its associated tales
of pirates, pillaging and playing
it up in the local taverns. Since
1964, its biennial Day of Syn
celebration has built on those
great traditions over the years,
expanding from a single busy
day to a Bank Holiday
Weekend-long extravaganza.3
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The officer contacted the popular
breakfast programme out of frustration
that he was unable to get any response
from the Home Office.
“If you don’t mind, I’d like to invite [Home
Secretary] Priti Patel or Dan O’Mahoney
[newly-appointed UK Clandestine
Channel Threat Commander] to contact
me via the programme as I have first-
hand intelligence on drop-off points,
rendezvous points, extraction points and
the handlers.”
He explained the regularity of these
incidents on our coast and that the
rendezvous took place right under the
car-park’s CCTV. He described the
handler in clean white T-shirt and the
men coming assure in dark clothing.
“This would be very easy to see on the
CCTV – [the handler] could be tracked
back to his vehicle, get the registration
which can be traced through number
plate recognition, and followed back to
their safe house.
“We can dismantle these organised
criminal gangs and instead of picking up
a dozen really unfortunate, exploited
people, let’s start picking up the
organisers,” Glen impassioned. “Let’s
start dismantling these criminal entities.
“My focus was not on these men [on the
boat]. They’ve made a really really

dangerous crossing to escape terrible
conditions in their own country, and
persecution. They are being exploited by
these gangs and will continue to be
exploited by these gangs.
“I think the only solution is to look at the
Customs model which is juxtaposed
Customs checks where Customs check
people in France before they come to
Britain. I don’t wish to criticise the

French, but they are obviously not able
to stop the boats from leaving their
beaches. I think the solution is to for us
to make an offer to the French to take
over this task, the costs and the running
of it and take over own boats to patrol
that stretch of coastline with the help of
unmanned aerial vehicles flying
overhead. We can stop these boats
leaving within the first mile or two of the
shore, take them back safely so they
don’t reach the dangerous shipping
lanes in the Channel so we stop having
bodies washing up the shore.
“Once we return them to the French
coastline, we need to set up an
immigration facility where we can look
after these people while they make a
legitimate immigration claim.”
In this instance, the men were
apprehended and handed over to the
Home Office Immigration Enforcement.
Pressure for a solution to this huge
problem is certainly building, but this
issue having now gone on for 20 years
under successive governments. Little
imagination has been employed other
than building higher fences and
demolishing refugee camps, so maybe
now is the time to take the initiative in
the situation instead of batting blame
backwards and forwards across the
Channel…

Border Force stretch to the limit

2020 has seen a bumper number of migrants cross the channel
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Photo David Wimble

Another roller-coaster fortnight for us here at Looker HQ
in Hythe High Street! When planning each edition, we
usually start with a blank piece of paper, metaphorically
speaking as the way we put the paper together is purely
on computers these days. From one day to another, we
do not know what will happen and sometimes a few days
go by - which is any paper’s nightmare – which are ‘no
news days’. The other thing that often proves
problematic, is when we finish the paper - normally on a
Saturday afternoon and send it to the printer - we find
that there is a breaking story. In the last edition, you
would have noticed that we covered the ‘Jamaican Beach
Party’ at Littlestone, which meant an early start for me as
I was in the office at 6am to write the story, get the
pictures cropped and also having to move what would
have been our lead story.
Again, as we go to print for a Wednesday delivery, we
also put our digital edition on our website, by Monday
night.
For many of the national media the beach party event
only started to unfold mid-morning on the Monday and as
journalists, started googling ‘Greatstone’ one of the first
things to come up in their searches was The Looker’s
website article.
The next 24 hours became very hectic for me, as people
contacted me for quotes, as someone who witnessed the
event first-hand. I was quoted in national newspapers
The Daily Telegraph and Daily Mail along with interviews
on Radio 4 with Martha Kearney and Radio Sussex.
Then while serving in The Looker Shop, my ‘phone rang
and straight away I recognised the voice on the other end
of the line as Nigel Farage, someone who I have met and
interviewed several times on the radio. But this time the
tables were being turned - he wanted to have a video
interview with me!
So I duly met up with him on Tuesday afternoon and
spent about an hour being interviewed. Knowing how Mr
Farage likes to put his spin on things, I did what anyone
should do prior to a meeting with him and set out a few
ground rules and asked him what he wanted from me.
I spoke and told the story of how it was for the locals, the
mess that was left for our local litter-picking heroes to
clear up and the problem that the police had.
I think he was wanting me to slate the police but they
really where in a ‘no win’ position, if they went in heavy
handed, they would have been subject to what could
have been a full blown riot.
More importantly I think the lesson learnt was that more
needs to be done on intelligence gathering to insure
these events are nipped in the bud with the event
organisers being told in no uncertain terms, that if events
do go ahead, there would not only be a financial penalty,
but a financial one too.
So it was great to have The Looker once again leading
the way to spread the ‘real local news’!
I have already started work on our next ‘Bumper tenth
anniversary edition’ so for now happy reading.

For obvious reasons this year’s event cannot take part as
hoped, but the rogues and brigands who make up the Day of
Syn Committee decided that homage to the great Doctor’s
exploits should not go unpaid, just because of a global
pandemic.

“We wondered what we could do to celebrate the event this
year, and remembered how everyone displayed their tributes to
the NHS during the lockdown,” Syn organiser, Leigh Wolfmann-
Osborne told me. “So we came up with the idea of a display of
Dr Syn scarecrows in a week-long tribute called ‘Thee
Scarecrow Festival’!”

The challenge for
Dymchurch residents is to
use their wickedly creative
imaginations to display a
scarecrow in whatever
devilish way they choose -
in windows, in front
gardens, on balconies or
even on roofs. You have
from today (26th) until
next Wednesday
(September 2nd).

The idea chimes neatly
with 53-year-old ‘Wolfie’s’
background in his studies
for a degree in theatre
and film.

“The whole thing is wide
open to interpretation –
we want people to come
up with their own ideas and be as creative as possible,” he said.
“There are no rules and everyone’s a winner!”

The Day of Syn Weekend had been planned to be another
tribute to Russell Thorndike’s swashbuckling, ireverend anti-
hero, with a wealth of re-
enactments, activities and
plenty of fooding and
beveraging. This event aims
in some part to bring the
spirit of Syn back to its
rightful place at Dymchurch-
Under-The-Wall.

Over the weekend the Dr
Syn gang will no doubt be
out and about, revelling at
safe distances in the local
taverns, and generally
having fun scaring the
crows…

You can find more
information and ideas on the
Day of Syn Facebook page,
and here we provide you
with some inspiration.
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Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
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• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
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And muchmore…
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tyre selector and get the best deal on a

new tyre for your car
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Busy couple of weeks for
Lifeboats

By David Wimble
Both of the district’s lifeboats, Lydd-based air-sea rescue
helicopters and Coastguards have been in action, covering a
variety of jobs over the last fortnight.
One of the more worrying ones was the rescue of two people
in difficulty in the water off Dymchurch Beach, and who were
possibly stuck in mud.

This led to a multi-agency rescue being launched, with lifeboat
from Littlestone along with Coastguard, police and the
Bristows Air-Sea Rescue helicopter based at Lydd Airport
involved.
Despite calm weather and a very busy beach, the crew was
aware of the rising tide. By the time the lifeboat was on the
scene, the two stricken folk had made it back to the shore, it
was decided that it was best for the Air Sea Rescue
paramedic to check the casualties, as lifeboat crew were
concerned that the swimmers had swallowed a lot of water.
It was also rumoured that a third person was missing, so the
helicopter continued to search the area, whilst the
Coastguard, police and lifeboat crew made sure that the
holiday makers were okay.
After the lifeboat crew, Kent Police and the Coastguard on the
ground had cleared the beach, the helicopter landed, and a
paramedic attended the casualty until an ambulance arrived
and they were then handed over to the ambulance crew.
While this went on, the Coastguard helicopter had to take off
as the rising tide was nearing the landing gear. To save
disrupting the beachgoers again, the Coastguard paramedic
joined the crew on the lifeboat and was winched back onto the
helicopter and away.
RNLI Lifeboat Helm Peter Leigh said: “I’m really proud of all
the crew today, including shore crew. A textbook exercise in
multi-service rescue operations with a good outcome all
round”.
Just before this happened, the Littlestone crew had been
asked to collect and tow in an inflatable boat that had slipped
from the beach, so after a short time it was found and brought
back to the Lifeboat Station and pulled up the beach by the
RNLI tractor.
With more and more people having staycations,
holidaymakers have been warned of the perils of inflatable
toys sold in many beach shops. With the wind blowing
onshore typically just before high tide, they can then quickly
turn to be an offshore breeze in a matter of minutes, which
can prove difficult for even accomplished swimmers to get
back to the safety of the beach.
Dymchurch Parish Council has been campaigning for full time
RNLI lifeguards for a number of years, and The Looker carried
a story about how former Parish Chairman Roger Wilkens had
requested the service from the RNLI, after the tragic multiple

drownings in Camber, suggesting that the Parish Council
could help to pay the bill.
“Dymchurch beach is one of the best in the South East,” he
told The Looker in 2018. “It certainly would not do our
reputation any harm to have full-time lifeguard cover to ensure
that people feel safe at our seaside!”
Following that edition, a number of Dymchurch residents
wrote to The Looker arguing that it would be a waste of tax-
payers’ money.
The Royal National Lifeboats message is very clear: “If you
see someone in trouble in water while visiting our beaches,
never hesitate to call 999 and ask for the Coastguard as you

really could be saving somebody's life.”
Meanwhile Dungeness Lifeboat was called into action early
last Wednesday morning, when a commercial fishing boat
from Rye went aground at Galloways, near Dungeness.
Despite getting a line onto the fishing boat, they could not
move it. The boat stayed beached until the next day, when
another trawler from Rye came and helped re-float the boat.

Parking survey formally
debated

By Jan Holben

The important issue of parking versus pedestrianisation in
Hythe High Street was discussed at a Hythe full council
meeting on 13th August. This was a virtual meeting and took
place using Zoom with members of the public being able to
access it if they wished too. Sadly less than two members of
the public did log in to listen live - hopefully more interested
residents listened to the full recording.

Moving quickly through the agenda Mayor Naomi Slade
brought councillors to the issue of Hythe High Street parking
and referred members to the recent survey circulated to High
Street traders which asked these questions;
1. Do you agree with the current 10-4pm
pedestrianisation (Yes/No) and western end parking
restrictions (Yes/No) to support social distancing?
2. If No, would you want to see a reversion to 11-3pm
(yes/No) and/or reinstatement of the western end parking
(Yes/No)?
3. Do you have any ideas what other measures could
be taken to aid traders and support a safe High Street? Free
car park used has been rejected by F&HDC.
The results, once gathered in, indicated that:

Q1. 32 traders Agreed with the 10-4pm
pedestrianisation, 25 traders Did Not Agree

Q2. 27 traders agreed with reinstating parking
restrictions at western end, 27 did not agree.

A further Survey had been carried out by
Councillor Paul O’Connor – which asked the
straightforward question;
If you would like to reverse the road closure
from 10am–4pm back to 11am–3pm with
immediate effect. And out of 34 responses, All
Agreed that they wanted road closures to be
effective from 11am to 3pm.

As Mayor Slade introduced this agenda item –
Councillor Deardon proposed (seconded by
Councillor Major Miles) that the council should
move to ‘committee’ format to discuss this item –
allowing councillors more freedom to ‘fleshed out’
details. This was put to the vote – with 5 For
moving to ‘committee’ mode, and 7 Against.
Mayor Slade commented that the
discussion would be ‘short and sweet’.
Councillor Whybrow then put a fairly
‘wordy’ resolution to councillors which
he read out as follows:
1. HTC puts on record its thanks
to all of the traders who took part in the
survey and to everyone involved in
distributing, collecting, and collating the
forms.
2. HTC to request removal of the
western end parking restrictions on the
basis that (a) this was not what had
been planned due to the decision by

the district and county council not to deliver the full scheme
and (b) of those traders that did vote, there appears to be a
consensus opposed to the restrictions among those retailers
directly impacted.
3. HTC proposes retention of the current arrangements
for the eastern end but with a continued watching brief, with
another review in six weeks or when there is a change in
central government guidelines related to social distancing.
4. HTC writes once more to F&HDC highlighting the
number of traders who again requested free parking as the
most effective way to boost their businesses.
5. HTC communicates the survey findings and planned
actions to all traders.

At this point a hornet’s nest was opened when Cllr Wade
suggested that two other councillors might have a pecuniary
or personal interest – with Mayor Slade asking two councillors
directly if that was so. Both councillors were visibly angry at
this suggestion, and Cllr Deardon carefully explained that it is
not the business of another councillor to suggest that a
member should declare an interest, but rather the business of
each councillor themselves to make that declaration if it was
the case.

Stressing the importance of this point Cllr Owen also spoke in
the strongest terms – stating that is is not for other councillors
to interfere in this process and he protested in the strongest
possible manner. Cllr Major Miles then mentioned that he also
had received an email from another councillor suggested he
should declare an interest and he said it was absolutely
abhorrent that a councillor should do this, it was outrageous
and should stop. Mayor Slade did not appear to accept the
importance of this point and suggested that councillors were

reminding others out of kindness.

Cllr Whybrow brought the discussion back to the proposal
and councillors put forward some points including: a
number of traders surveyed had said that they were not
directly affected by the restrictions and perhaps should
not have been included. Cllr Major Miles asked why the
second survey, conducted by Cllr O’Connor which
indicated a strong preference for reversing restrictions
back to 11am to 3pm. Cllr Deardon put an amendment to
the proposal – that the restrictions should be 11am to
3pm. Cllr Major Miles said that there was strong

evidence clearly shown from Cllr O’Connors
survey that traders preferred the 11am to

3pm restrictions, and he therefore
supported Cllr Deardon’s amendment
– a recorded vote was taken but the
amendment was lost (5 For, 7
Against).

With the amendment lost,
councillors moved quickly to a vote
on the original proposal put
forward by Cllr Whybrow – the
recorded vote was as follows: For
– 7, Against – 5. The motion was
carried. The minutes for this
meeting are considered to be in
draft form and will be ratified at
the next council meeting to be

held in September.Cllr Martin Whybrow
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Former Sandgate and
District Council Leader
passes away
It is with huge sadness that Sandgate Parish Council
has announced the sudden death of Vice-Chairman
Robert Bliss on Monday 10th August.
Robert was Chairman of Sandgate Parish Council from
2011 until May this year, serving longer than all other
Chairmen of the Parish combined.
Robert also served as District Councillor for Sandgate from
1995 to 2015, and County Councillor for Folkestone West
from 2005 to 2009. He was made an Alderman of Shepway
District in 2015 on his retirement as a District Councillor in
recognition of his service.

Tim Prater, Chairman of Sandgate Parish Council, said:
“We heard of Robert’s death on Monday morning with great
shock and sadness. Robert was deeply committed to
Sandgate, a long standing and valued member of the
Parish Council, and a great support.
“Most of all we’re thinking of Nina and Robert’s family as
they come to terms with their loss: Robert and Nina have
been inseparable for years.
“I know how rightly proud he was of his many years as
Councillor, Parish Chairman, and indeed the almost ten
years he led the then Shepway District Council.
“We shared a passion for Sandgate taking control of our
services and local facilities. Robert fought to see Sandgate
Library re-opened after a period of closure over a decade
ago. He also helped make happen the unique agreement
that sees Sandgate Parish Council managing our own
Library, and was delighted by all it has since achieved.
“Throughout, he showed complete commitment to this
village, the district as a whole and to his beloved Nina. He
was an honest and honourable man.
“Sandgate will be be poorer without Robert, and we will
miss him.”
Obituary on page 13

Trauma for
child who
left bear
behind

by Andrew South

And now we bring you a
shaggy bear story, or in
this case a soggy bear
story, as some poor child
will have left Dymchurch
Beach recently without his
cherished soft-toy.
It seems that the tale of the
lost bear has been quite a
hit on local social media with
many people taking an
interest in the unfortunate
stuffed carnivore.
The story begins with a dog-
walk on the seafront for
Corinne Crawford and
partner Tim Shepherd in
Dymchurch.
“We were on our way back
home and came across a

bedraggled looking teddy
bear early one morning in
the Martello Car-Park,”
Corinne told The Looker. “It
was soggy and sandy, and I
just felt so sad for it.”
Now the problem was what
to do with it? The beach-

cleaner suggested calling
the RSPCA, but in the end
Corinne took the lost soul
home to give it a good wash
in the machine – and name
him or her Sandy, of
course…
It is difficult to imagine the
trauma of a devasted child
who visited Dymchurch that
day, only to find that their
treasured bear was not with
them on returning home.
“My instinct at the moment is
that the visitors are probably
not local, but I thought I
would publicise it on
Facebook to see if there
was any response,” said
Corinne, “but sadly so far,
no-one has claimed him.”
There is a sort of happy
ending to this tale of woe, as
Corinne has put Sandy in
the hands of a willing foster
bear carer - Emelia her
three-and-a-half year old
grand-daughter.
So if anyone out there in
Lookerland recognises the
lost bear, and can help in re-
uniting it with its true owner,
send an e-mail to:
corrine@livinghistoryworksh
ops.co.uk. It is about 30cm
(12 inches) tall, and well,
sandy grey…

Light it red
by Jan Holben

Live music and theatre venues, and their events crews, across the UK
joined the Light Up Red day of action earlier this month – The Grand Hotel
in Folkestone stood in solidarity with hundreds of other venues.
When an event is organised there are many, often unseen, people involved
– these people work in the background to provide lighting, graphics, sound,
video, rigging, staging, toilet attendants, security staff – as well as those
who provide catering to the crews.
These workers, often freelance, are finding their jobs at risk due to Covid-
19 having a drastic effect on events, weddings, presentations, festivals,
etc. with almost all events having been cancelled for the last five months
and with no idea about when they can return to ‘normal working’.
With many events venues, theatres, music venues, wedding venues from
major venues to grass-roots venues already closed for months and with
thousands of job losses already reported – there are potentially thousands
more job losses to come.
To highlight this situation The Grand took part in the #LightitRed2020 – the
campaign created to highlight to the government the extreme struggle the
Events industry is facing in terms of jobs and financial loss due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
While many industry leaders welcomed the Government’s £1.57 billion

rescue package for the arts, there is growing concern about how the
money will be allocated and whether or not freelancers will have to
continue to support themselves on no income.

The National Theatre who were also part of this day of action tweeted:
"We're grateful for the vital support announced by Government and await
news about what it will mean for freelancers, suppliers and the wider
theatre industry. So tonight we stand in solidarity with #LightItInRed, while
we wait for our cue to reopen."

Live events across the country, and around the world have been shattered,
from major festivals and landmark theatres, to grass-roots venues and
business events. Without significant and immediate support from the
government, the entire events supply chain is at risk of collapse.
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Victory over Japan Day
On Sunday 16th August, St. Mary in the Marsh Parish Council
laid a wreath at the Commemorative Stone, Jefferstone Lane,
in memory of the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day and
remembering VE Day. Priest in charge Raymond Moses,
gave a short service with Trumpeter Vic Thorogood playing
the ‘Last Post’ and the ‘Reveille’, while Piper David Law
played ‘Battle’s Over’, contributing to a fitting moment of
remembrance and thanksgiving to all those who served. The

Greatstone Singers, socially distanced, provided a brief
repertoire of famous tunes of the time. Members of the public
stopped to watch and showed their respect.

Some 71,000 British and Commonwealth troops died during
the war against Japan, including 12,000 in captivity.

Due to the pandemic, the service was low key with the parish
council acting on behalf of parishioners by acknowledging the
75th Anniversary of VE and VJ Day and paying tribute to the
service and sacrifices made in Europe and the Far East.

Hythe in Bloom
Prospect Road…
Now that lockdown has eased somewhat and more residents
have been out and about in Hythe, they will surely have
noticed the glorious floral displays in Prospect Road which, at
least, give the town an air of something like normality..

The floral displays in Prospect Road are provided by Hythe in
Bloom – under the auspices of Hythe Civic Society – and
those on East Street roundabout are provided by Hythe Town
Council.

The organisers of Hythe in Bloom report that the railing
planters in Prospect Road nearly didn’t happen this year for
two reasons.

Firstly, Longacre Nursery - which has supplied all the plants
for many years – closed down. This came as a terrible blow
as the order for 2020 had already been placed with them but,
with the help of Folkestone & Hythe District Council, a very
good supplier was found in North Kent and they have done a
marvellous job.

Secondly, COVID 19…. Having placed the order (again!) the
virus reared its ugly head and, as the country was due to be
locked down for the foreseeable future, the organisers
wondered whether anyone would actually be in Prospect
Road to see the display.

In addition to the concerns above, Hythe in Bloom were
mindful that financial support for the displays might be in
doubt.

Fortunately, all sponsors and supporters remained on board.

Sally Chesters, organiser of Hythe in Bloom said, ‘We should
like to give a big ‘Thank you, to Hythe Town Council, to our
commercial sponsors Lawrence & Co Estate Agents, Gopak
and Charlier Construction, and to Twenty Four restaurant for
their contribution in kind, all of whom have been generous in
their support. We are delighted that all our fears were
unfounded and that we have wonderful colour in the town
once again!’

For further information contact Sally Chesters 01303 266118

Photographs attached show floral displays in Prospect Road,
Hythe
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Care home
staff get a PPE
makeover
Staff at Maderia Lodge Care Home in
New Romney have received a PPE
makeover thanks to local interiors
specialist Lynne Barnes Interiors, who
have donated handmade face masks to
the care team.

Adding a bit of style, from the usual

clinical face masks, the masks are
made from the offcuts of the many
designer fabrics used to make
exclusive made to measure curtains,
blinds and cushions for customers.

Sarah Pennington says:“We can’t thank
Lynne enough for thinking of us and
taking the time to make these really
beautiful face masks. We have every
conceivable colour and pattern to suit
every taste. They really inject a little bit
of style and fun into our working day,
and I have to say, they are much better
than the very clinical face masks we
have been wearing. We will certainly
treasure them.”

Lynne Barnes has made well over
5,000 masks for local care homes, front
line workers, and the William Harvey
Hospital, donated freely to help fill the
lack of PPE supply in the New Romney
area.

Belmont Healthcare offers multiple
forms of long, short, respite or day care
for those in need, specialising in
Dementia, Parkinson’s and Specialist
Elderly Support situated in delightful
settings around the UK.

Sea-swimming heaven
by Andrew South

With our sea temperatures now over 18oC, there could
not be a better time to experience the benefits of a dip
in the sea – a free full-body work-out to do at your own
pace and daily timetable.
For some though, sea-swimming is serious business,
although others might suggest the pursuit of a daily dip
could border on the obsessive.

But it hardly matters – it is purely what you make of it.

“It really doesn’t matter if you go in and paddle up to your
knees or swimming three miles,” says Mark Steeple, a
regular Hythe sea-swimmer. “It is not a competition, but you
will definitely benefit from a sense of well-being and just
feeling good.”

There are claims about the many potential benefits of a salt-
water dip with its mineral content being different from fresh
water - magnesium, chloride, sodium, calcium, and sulphate
can be present. Doctors have historically prescribed a visit
to the seaside to help cure a wide variety of conditions from
skin complaints such as eczema and psoriasis to hay fever,
sinusitis, and respiratory problems.

However, it may just be that the above conditions can simply
be washed away by the overwhelming feeling of well-being,
with reduction in stress and anxiety in a relaxing

environment.

For Linda Barkes, a Folkestone sea-swimmer, it has given
her relief from the debilitating effects of Multiple Sclerosis.

“Living with multiple sclerosis can be challenging,” she told
The Looker. “It brings a multiple of obstacles that I have to
face daily. But the one thing that has helped me
tremendously is swimming in the sea. When I enter the sea,
my daily pain of pins and needles, joint pain, stiffness (to
mention a few), are subdued with the coolness of the water.
I find the coldness refreshing as I’m heat intolerant, so this
helps with my core temperature too.”

The important aspect for Linda has been the fellowship
which goes with the people she swims with.

“I have forged so many friendships through swimming and
they help me so much in their laughter, encouragement and
understanding that it truly lifts my spirits every time I swim.
Swimming is great for my depression too. The feelgood
factor I experience and the overflow of endorphins that flood
my body when swimming is fantastic. So for me, swimming
is my therapy for MS, and I would highly recommend
anyone to give it a go. It’s the one place where no one is
judgemental, there’s guaranteed laughter and the bond we
all share of our love of the sea is unbreakable.”

Laura Chambers started sea swimming in Folkestone’s
Mermaid Bay, with her children during lockdown.

“It was a chance for my youngest to continue swimming
whilst the pools and swimming club were shut,” she says. “I
enjoyed it so much it became a daily thing - it helped with
my fibromyalgia pains and low mood immensely. I have
lived in Folkestone all my life and really don't know why I
didn't start sooner!”

You can understand why doctors have suggested sea-
swimming as a potential cure-all – the feeling of well-being
and sense of achievement could be driving the additional
benefits.

If you have thought about dipping your toe in the waters on
our doorstep, now would be a good time. Water quality at
Hythe and Sandgate is ‘Excellent’ according to the
Environment Agency in their 2019 report and ‘Good’ at
Dymchurch and Littlestone. Dover Harbour was closed to
swimmers last week after e-coli bacteria was discovered,
and a brief scare of an oil slick at Hythe proved to be algae.

Mark Steeple is passionate about his routine and hopes that
the government initiative to get the nation more active
includes swimming, riding on the back of the rise in
popularity of wild swimming during lockdown.

“I swim two or three miles along the Hythe seafront every
morning at about 7am,” he says, “but that suits me starting
five years ago. I know of 25 to 30 swimmers who come at
about 9am during the week and around 50 at weekends.”

If you would need any further encouragement to take the
plunge, Theresa Mathias, another Folkestone swimmer
sums up the experience nicely.

“I love my morning swims. In a few weeks, my blood
pressure has gone back down to normal, my mood has
improved, and I look forward to the mornings. Nothing beats
floating on your back with birds wheeling overhead and the
early morning sun shining on your face.”

What more could you want?!

You can find the Hythe Sea Swimmers and Folkestone Sea
Swimmers on their Facebook pages, and there is plenty of
information on-line about tide times and sea temperature,
which will continue to rise until the nights start drawing in.
Enjoy your socially-distanced dip in the meantime.
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Obituary: ROBERT BLISS

Robert died on 9th August, 2020

Robert was leader of the District Council for over a decade and
transformed its fortunes, laying the foundations for what is
today recognised as one of the most successful and innovative
councils in the country. When he stepped down five years ago,
colleagues of all parties paid fulsome and wholly appropriate
tribute to Robert’s service to the residents of (what was then
called) Shepway over a period of a quarter of a century. He
remained in the Cabinet until retirement in 2017, and his
devoted service was formally recognized when he was made
an Alderman not long afterwards. He was also until recently
Chairman of the parish council of the Principality of Sandgate
(as he always insisted on calling it), where his shrewd and
consensual style of management always enabled the village to
pull well above its weight in local affairs. I recall on one
occasion accepting an invitation to attend the annual meeting
of Sandgate council. The agenda was dispensed with in record
time, in order that we could get on with (as Robert put it) ‘more
important things’ – in other words, enjoy a chat, a sandwich and
a convivial glass of wine. Whatever Robert did, he always did
it with style.

On full district council meeting days we used to meet during the
afternoon in Robert’s office, where the routine never varied.
‘What am I going to say tonight?’, he would ask. It was there
that I devised and typed his speeches for the evening meeting,
complete with words underlined and little jokes highlighted. At
these meetings I loved the way Robert was able to master the
blank expression when others were speaking, somehow
raising just the one eyebrow and eventually declaring that ‘I
don’t really follow’. In truth, it was an old trick honed to
perfection, and there was never anything at all that Robert
didn’t follow, for he possessed one of the sharpest intellects
that I have ever come across. It was all part of the game, but
it is a game that Robert could and did play in earnest. He had
other weapons in his armoury – for example, he would deal
with the latest tirade from the then leader of the Liberal
Democrats simply by staring directly at her, treating her to the
biggest of smiles ever seen in the chamber. For a while he was
also a Kent county councillor, where he was perhaps less
active – indeed it is rumoured he never made a single speech
– though he certainly knew his way round the cafeteria, and
was on first name terms with all the people who mattered. I
sometimes accompanied him to KCC meetings whenever they
were plotting to introduce some sort of power-grabbing service
delivery vehicle. It was a fruitful division of labour. I took the
notes and Robert snoozed quietly. Tomorrow’s fish and chip
paper, he would tell me on the way home. How right he proved
to be!

And then there was Robert the man – astute, generous,
courteous, mischievous, fun loving and the best colleague and
friend anyone could ever have. I adored campaigning with
Robert, helping him with his leaflets, and working with him as a
member of his Cabinet. In the process he introduced me to
many things, most of them entirely non-political. I think I

passed with flying colours my first encounter with Fuzzy Navels
– a lethal alcoholic concoction – and to his reminiscences
about old music hall artists and their catchphrases. One of
these - “Oh Calamity!“ – became our equivalent of the
handshake every time we met. I loved his idea of gardening –
give instructions to his wife, Nina, and settle down to a gin and
tonic. Or his idea of shopping – visiting Lidl in Folkestone for
the sole purpose of emptying their freezer of all 32 Canadian
lobsters.

Nina and Robert were made for one another, and their wedding
a decade ago was, to say the least, memorable. We sat down
to eat several hours late, having during the afternoon
exhausted what must have been the whole of the county of
Kent’s wine supplies. Some of the guests were wandering
around the gardens while the speeches were being delivered,
and somehow the groom got himself and his new bride home
at midnight after all the fun and games. Subsequently, I re-
wrote the Mr. Snow number from Carousel to produce ‘When I
marry Mr. Bliss’ and performed it to over a hundred in a
summer marquee. Inevitably, Noel Coward’s ‘Nina from
Argentina’ was also trotted out on many an occasion. Part of
the secret of a genuinely ‘blissful’ marriage is that Robert and
Nina would always be poking fun at each other, Nina
safeguarding her cats when Robert threatened to have them
made into fur scarves, and Robert insisting to the outside world
that Nina was engaged in daily practice on a personal
trampoline.

I have written songs about, wined and dined, and been on
holidays with Robert and Nina. In France, in those years we
rented cottages, Robert left Nina to do the driving and me to do
the cooking. On one evening Robert was just a little the worse
for wear. There was little prospect of a successful negotiation
of the stairs, and so we made him up a bed in the sitting room,
hemmed in by several sofas so that he could not escape. Or so
we thought. Where we surfaced the next morning, there was
Robert, washed and dressed, sitting in the lounge and
presenting us with breakfast as if nothing had happened. What
stamina!

Of course there were dozens of lunches in Folkestone or
Sandgate. People at adjacent tables observing our
conspiratorial air probably imagined we were engaged in the
preparation of some dastardly political plot or coup. They could
not have been more wrong. Politics seldom rated a mention.
We always tended to talk about far more important things like
the menus at the London Cinnamon Club, Robert’s German
nanny, his time as a purser running the bingo sessions on the
Cunard liners, the habits of household pets, our experiences at
independent schools and the declining standards in musical
comedy. O Calamity! We did talk about NATO once, and
concluded that it existed to keep the Americans in, the
Russians out and the Germans down. Or was it perhaps the
Cabinet we talked about, where the approach was to keep
David Monk in, George Bunting out and Rory Love down.

Inevitably, the world is changing, and not simply because of the
COVID-19 virus. Today soundbites, stale quack remedies,
sweeping statements and self-important social media are all
the rage. I know that Robert shared my view that none of this
is for the better. But he would always smile, rather than criticise.
Robert was a huge supporter of the Member of Parliament, the
local Conservative Association, and the national Conservative
party. He was generous with his time and with his advice, and
I am going to miss him terribly. In a political world so often
dominated by steel hearts and twisted tongues, Robert’s very
different qualities, his straight talking, his generosity of spirit,
his profound sense of fun and his sheer decency stand out. He
was a man who inspired great loyalty and whose glass was
never half empty. Above all Robert was a gentleman. In
extending my condolences to his beloved Nina and to all his
extended family, I am proud to say that to have known, worked
with and enjoyed the company of Robert is to have warmed
one’s hands at the central fire of life itself.

Russell Tillson
Chairman, Folkestone and Hythe Conservatives
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You are never too old to
get in trouble at sea
Dungeness lifeboat assists yacht
anchored by lobster and whelk pots

On 12 August at 4.50pm the UK Coastguard tasked the
Dungeness lifeboat to assist a 30’ yacht anchored by the
stern with a string of tangled pots, two miles east of the
station with two male persons on board, the youngest
being 84 and the eldest (skipper) being 89.

Once on scene and after assessment of the situation
together with the well-being of the two gentlemen on the
casualty, second coxswain Trevor Bunney in charge of the
RNLI Shannon class lifeboat ‘The Morrell’ put two crew on
board and they managed to grapple the pot line up and
cut the vessel free from the tangled ropes and pots. A tow
was safely secured and the casualty was taken to Dover
Harbour. The lifeboat later returned to station, washed
down, refuelled and made ready for service by 10pm.

Trevor said ‘ the two guys aboard the casualty were very
appreciative of our help and it was jolly bad luck they got
caught up with the pots. The eldest guy has been a shore-
line member with the RNLI for 50+ years’.

August has always been an anxious month for students
waiting for the results of public examinations like A levels,
GCSEs and B-TECs. I still remember the feeling going into
school to collect my grades. It’s not just a matter of personal
pride to see the work that has been put in over the previous
years rewarded, but the results can also be important in
determining the next steps the candidates will take in their
education and or career.

As a consequence of the coronavirus pandemic, this year no
public exams have been held and the decision was made by
the government, working with exams regulator Ofqual, that
students should be awarded their exam certificates based on
an estimation of how they would probably have done. The
clearest available guide to the likely results would usually be
the results of mock exams, usually taken at the start of the
calendar year, as well as the grades predicted by the
student’s teachers. This should have been the approach
taken in this exceptional year in order to determine what
grades should have been awarded. It was always going to
be impossible to tell an exam candidate that they will be
given grades below what they achieved in their mocks, and
lower than that predicted for them by their teachers, on the
basis of a calculation made by a computer, which is also
taking into account other, possibly completely irrelevant
factors. I was pleased to see that the Secretary of State for
Education has now agreed that all students will now receive
the grades they were predicted. I hope that this allows each
of them to take up places they had been offered for courses
starting this autumn. If despite this change in policy, you or
someone you know, is unable to take their place please let
me know and I will do all I can to help.

It’s been great to see so many local restaurants and cafes
this month busy on Mondays to Wednesdays with customers
taking advantage of the government’s Eat Out to Help Out
scheme. In the last week I've enjoyed going with my family to
the Five Bells at Brabourne, and Luben's in Folkestone. This
scheme gives diners 50% off their bill, up to a maximum of
£10 per diner, for food and soft drinks. A large number of
businesses across the district are taking part and you can
find a list of these online at the gov.uk website.

This week I’ll be taking part in an online education session
organised by the Invicta Summer Academy. This excellent
initiative has been led by local school teacher Stephen
James and Cllr Anna Firth, and provides free online catch up
lessons for children who have seen their education disrupted
by the coronavirus lockdown. You can find out more about
this at their website invictaacademy.com, including how to
book places for lessons. It was also good earlier this week to
catch up with Wayne Beech, the head teacher of Martello
Primary in Folkestone, and to hear about their plans to re-
open the school in September. It's so important that we do all
we can to make sure that all schools re-open fully for the
start of the new term.

Just a few days to submit
your pick of seaside pics

by Andrew South

Our district is defined by its beautiful coastline, from the
iconic Dungeness lighthouses and wide sandy beaches, to
award-winning seafronts and the vibrant Folkestone
Harbour Arm. And you may have photographs depicting
some of those views tucked away in an album or perhaps
you’ve taken some images during lockdown this summer.
If so, you have until next Monday, (31st) to submit them to
illustrate your experience of coastal living, past and present.
The prestigious annual competition which aims to find the best
images of Kent is in its eighth year and run by long-running
national maritime charity, the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society.
Amateur and professional photographers are encouraged to
submit pictures which demonstrate Britain’s enduring

connection with the sea, and to celebrate the nation’s proud
maritime heritage. A prize of £500 worth of photographic
equipment awaits the winner.
This summer has provided opportunities for people to take up a
new hobby and photography has been high on many agendas.
With travel restrictions in place, many people have been re-
discovering - or discovering for the first time – their
environment closer to home, and the micro-climatic weather
couldn’t have been better for enjoying it.

Dig out your best photos of people enjoying the beach over

the years and those that represent the ‘new normal’. The
pictures can be of anywhere around the Kent coast, but the
charity is keen to see images illustrating ships and wrecks,
beautiful seascapes, and the coast being used for both industry
and leisure.
The Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society has been supporting
fishermen, merchant mariners and their dependents who are
suffering financial hardship after a life spent working at sea,
since 1839. A total of over £1.4 million was paid in grants over
the last year.
The top-class judging panel includes Sunday Times picture
editor Ray Wells, picture editor of The i Newspaper Sophie
Batterbury, and the chief executive of the Shipwrecked
Mariners’ Society, Captain Justin Osmond RN.
“Our annual
photography
competition is always
popular with our
supporters and we
have already seen an
outstanding quality of
entries so far,
including those from
the South East,” said
Captain Osmond.
“We are extremely
proud of the UK’s rich
maritime history and
whether old, young,
professional or
amateur, we want to
see your photos and
understand what the sea means to you.”
To enter the competition, submit your photos to:
shipwreckedmariners.org.uk/photography-competition-2020,
before the deadline on Monday, August 31. Photographers can
also enter their pictures via email
(general@shipwreckedmariners.org.uk), post or the society’s
Facebook or Twitter channels using the hashtag
#UltimateSeaView.
We look forward to reporting on the winning entry in The
Looker!

Sarah Tilley

Andy Jones

Brian Vanderveen

Sarah Tilley
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Kent sets target for zero
carbon future

by Andrew South

A conversation with Folkestone’s enthusiastic Kent
County Councillor, Susan Carey, about the county’s
environmental performance
might lead you to think she is
about to jump ship to join the
Green Party.

The Conservative councillor
was appointed as the county’s
first cabinet member for the
environment ten months ago
by new Leader, Roger
Gough, and is buoyant
about the Council’s
target to be carbon-
neutral by 2030 – and
for the county as a
whole to hit the target
by 2050.
In a conversation last
week, she detailed
some of the work the
Council is doing to
make Kent a flagship for green achievement, amid
continued housing development, major road schemes, a
new Thames crossing and the return of air transport to
Manston.

“I think we all accept the need for more housing, but
homes being built now and in the future will have a smaller
carbon footprint by being more energy efficient, better

insulated and with water
resources in mind,” she told me.

This will no doubt be a focal point for the potential
environmentally-protective success of any Otterpool
development, with a promise from the District Council to
make it a flagship green settlement.
The pandemic has forced a change in all our working lives,
and this is no different for KCC staff – 6,000 are currently
working from home, relying on Zoom meetings and zippy
broadband connection.
“We haven’t had a physical Council meeting since March
and if you think about the average age of a county
councillor, it has been quite an achievement for us all to
have come up to speed with technology!” muses Susan.
“And we all noticed the quieter roads and less pollution
during the months of isolation with much less traffic.
“The lockdown has made us think more locally, using
shops and producers closer to home with a resulting real
benefit, and we should continue to support local
businesses in the future, but I don’t think there should be a
conflict between people continuing to travel and caring for
the environment.”
Vehicle emissions are
set to improve with
increasingly efficient
cars and lorries –
although Cllr. Carey
would like to see more
freight travel by train -
and a move to electric
power, which is
something that she is
promoting by example.

“I have an electric vehicle which I charge at home and I
am absolutely convinced that once you go electric, you
will stay electric,” she says, driving home the anti-fossil
fuel message – and even better if you have signed up to
the growing number of green energy providers. And a new
hydrogen fuel plant near Canterbury already has its first
contract with London Buses.

“But we have seen real damage to our economy so we
have to continue developing, but we have do it greener -
we can mitigate, we can offset and we can adapt,” says
Susan.
“As part of that mitigation we have to look at creating
wildlife corridors [linking areas for nature], creating
saltmarsh and planting more trees which is one of the
best and easiest things to do.”
The Council has put great effort and finance into the
green agenda. It is converting its own vehicles to electric
power and has a two-month lease scheme to businesses
for electric vans. County Hall has itself cut carbon
emissions on its own estate by 45% between 2010 and
2019. In addition, 123,000 streetlights have been
converted to LED bulbs.

“I’m really optimistic about the future,” says Susan. “The
LED lighting conversions may have cost £40m, but there
will be considerable savings in the years to come, and the
lights themselves provide more effective and targeted
lighting, reducing light pollution.”

Waste is an issue as old as humankind, but Kent is now
recycling 47% of its rubbish.
“There are variations across the county and we need to
do better, but with much of our rubbish going to the waste-

to-energy plant at Allington, only two per cent of waste
goes to landfill, made up mostly of asbestos which has to
be disposed of underground by law.”
So it seems that the green agenda is at last being taken
seriously at county level and also by our own District
Council – but is it enough given the current climate
emergency which is annually becoming more evident in
our own extreme weather patterns. February 2020 was
the wettest on record, followed by the warmest spring and
globally the world is yet again set for one of the hottest
years on record. On offer from the County Council in the
autumn will be a further raft of environmental initiatives
which Cllr. Carey says will help residents and businesses
improve their own green credentials. (The Looker will be
bringing you further news of these, we hope next month).
Hythe’s Green Party Kent County Councillor, Martin
Whybrow added his views to the debate.
"Naturally, I welcome KCC's recent commitment to be a
zero carbon council by 2030, as this is precisely what I
was seeking well over a year
ago when I brought a climate
emergency motion to full
council. That motion was
kicked into the long grass by
the Tory administration despite
being an ever more
mainstream demand, with
2030 being adopted at that
time by councils across the
country, including our district
council.
"The real test will be what
happens from here. To date, despite a few good projects
and work by a small group of officers, KCC's commitment
to zero carbon has been poor, not least with its infatuation
with the combustion engine, to the detriment of active
travel alternatives. Will it finally pivot across the board to
bring all of its decision-making in line with zero carbon?
There's a long way to go.”
And with County Council elections scheduled for May
2021, Cllr. Carey is keen to continue her green mission for
another four years, and just maybe there are at least
signs of joined-up green thinking at that level.
The nirvana of a greener and pleasant land for Kent – and
the planet – may seem a long way off in the face of a
warming climate, rising sea-levels and seemingly out-of-
control plastic pollution, which could understandably make
us feel powerless. But as Cllr. Carey would endorse, it is
up to all of us at work, at home and at leisure to adapt to a
greener life, just as we adapted to sudden change to our
lives in March.
Information on Kent County Council’s environmental
policy and targets can be found on its website,
www.kent.gov.uk.

.
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The Headstone Mystery
by Jan Holben

Each Saturday morning our cemetery volunteers gather in
the old Folkestone cemetery on Cheriton Road to clear
away the scrubby weeds and bring a little order to this
Victorian cemetery.
Some of our regular volunteers are ace ‘detectives’ and
their excellent research skills and attention to detail often
helps local people, and sometimes those from further
afield, to find where the remains of their loved ones have

been laid to rest.
I am more of a ‘wander around picking up litter’ kind of
volunteer – but when Carole, Karl or Hugh get on the trail
to find out something there is no stopping them.
On this occasion Carole was painstakingly updating Find A
Grave website with details of burial plots that run parallel
with the railway line – and she noticed that on one plot
there was a commonwealth war grave to a young man who
had died in 1916.
There are 44 commonwealth war graves in this old
cemetery, so perhaps not surprising to find this particular
one – except it appeared to be placed on the burial plot of
two other people, who were not related.
Carole continued with her research
and proved beyond doubt that the
headstone for Lewis Harold Dilnot
was indeed in the wrong place – and
further research indicated where it
needed to be.
Carole contacted the Commonwealth
War Grave Commission who visited
the cemetery quickly and once shown
the evidence they agreed to move the
headstone to the correct place.
Earlier this week the white CWGC van
could be seen in the cemetery and the
regulation CWG headstone was
moved to its new, correct, position
with details on Find A Grave updated
accordingly.
A well known and a very popular character in the town, 20
year old Lewis Harold Dilnot was a cook on the TSS Queen
when it was captured by a German destroyer, in 1916. The
Queen was torpedoed and sunk by the destroyer and
Lewis Dilnot died of scalds on board the Queen, just before
she was sunk.
In front of the sturdy white CWG headstone – there stands
a smaller memorial which bears the words ‘This rock is a
mark of respect from the Captain, Officers and Crew TSS
The Queen”.

KCC announces
new measures

for school
transport

Kent County Council has announced new
measures that will allow pupils to travel to
and from school safely when they return to
the classroom next month.

School transport guidance was provided by
Government on 11 August, although KCC
officers have been working since the
lockdown began on preparing for a full
return to school with appropriate transport
arrangements.

KCC has formed a transport protocol for
providers to make school transport is as
safe as possible:

• All public bus services will observe
social distancing guidelines and have
seating plans in place

• A number of school-day-only services
have been restricted to be used only
by school children so more space is
available

• Children are encouraged to travel by
alternative means where possible

• KCC is working with operators to
provide extra vehicles on busier
services and will continue to do this so
that everyone who needs to can travel

• The use of face coverings has been
made a requirement for all
passengers, where possible, and for
all transport staff unless they are
separated by a Perspex screen

• KCC will work with schools to cater for
staggered start and end times where
possible - arrangements will be
individual to each school, so parents
should contact their child’s school
directly if they are unsure what
adjustments are in place

• KCC will continue to monitor all
services and any new government
guidance so it can continue to make
schools transport as safe as possible

There are also ways in which
passengers can help:

• Plan your journey, and if travelling by
bus, consider using less busy stops
and use contactless payments or have
the correct change where possible

• Wear a face covering, where possible
• Follow all instructions, using only

dedicated seats and listen to the driver
• Make use of all available seats on

local/school buses, as there is no
standing allowed

• Wash and sanitise hands before and
after travelling and make sure a face
covering is always worn when
travelling where possible

• Be conscious of those around you at
the bus stop and when boarding, let
others off the bus first before getting
on one at a time.

• At the end of your journey, consider
using alternative bus stops which may
be less busy.

• When leaving the vehicle, wait until
the bus has stopped before getting up
to avoid queuing.

• Once outside be conscious of your
surroundings, be careful if crossing

the road and be alert for other traffic.

Around 15% of pupils in Kent make use of
free school transport or one of KCC’s
subsidised public transport schemes. Free
school transport is offered to children
attending their nearest school over a
certain distance, and to some low-income
families.

For KCC’s dedicated home-to-school
transport, a transport protocol, based on
Government guidance, has been created
setting out the measures they need to
follow to keep children safe:

• 1m social distancing is not a
requirement on these services but
should be maintained where possible

• It is recommended that all passengers
wear a face covering wherever
possible.

• Try to ensure that different schools are
not mixed on this transport where
possible

• Children to use the same seat on the
vehicle each time they travel

As guidance changes, the protocol is
updated and re-issued to operators.

KCC’s Cabinet Member for Education and
Skills Richard Long said: “School leaders,
teachers and support staff have been
working tirelessly, supported by KCC
officers, to ensure schools are ready to
safely welcome all pupils back to the
classroom in September and it is only right
we ensure they are able to travel to and
from school in safety as well.

“Wherever possible and providing it can be
done safely we would encourage pupils to
walk or cycle to school, with a parent or
carer if necessary, as this will free up
much-needed space on public transport,
while exercise can also be beneficial for
both physical and mental health.

“Whichever method of transport a child or
young person uses to get to school, we
would like to remind all pupils in Kent to
follow the relevant guidance, for your
safety and the safety of those around you.

“For our SEND pupils, we have been
working with Special schools directly to
ensure that children with additional needs
will be provided with a safe route to and
from school.

“As Government guidance is
understandably adapting as Covid-19
response develops, we will continue to
update our website, and where necessary,
contact parents directly to keep them
informed.

“We appreciate that the ongoing
uncertainly that Covid-19 is causing can
lead to frustration, but we will continue to

provide guidance as quickly as we are able
to.”

Children in school years seven to 11 who
are not eligible for free school transport
can still apply for a Kent Travel Saver Card
that can save up to 50% on the cost of
travel, and it is also available for those 16
and over to get to school or college.

KCC has also committed to providing a
pro-rata pass when government social
distancing requirements change, and bus
capacity can return to normal.

KCC Cabinet Member for Highways and
Transport Michael Payne said: “Numbers
for the Kent Travel Saver have dropped
considerably this year – for the Kent Travel
Saver we’ve had around 6,100 applications
compared to around 24,000 normally; and
for the 16+ Travel Saver we’ve had around
1,800 compared to 7,000 normally.

“With the uncertainty around going back to
school, these numbers are not a surprise,
particularly as we have urged parents to
consider alternative options to get their
children to school.

“Now that government has provided the
guidance, we have been able to put our
plans into action. We have created a
dedicated ‘return to school’ area on our
website detailing how the return to school
will work, and we will also be contacting
parents directly.

“If you are eligible for free school transport
or registered for the Kent Travel Saver,
Kent 16+ Travel Saver or Vacant Seat
Payment Scheme, we will be in touch with
guidance for your particular
circumstances.”

Mr Payne added: “This, unfortunately, is
another unavoidable consequence of
Covid-19 but we are creating additional
cycle lanes, slowing speeds around
schools where appropriate to do so,
encouraging more to walk and cycle and
advising parents on alternative ways to get
their child to school. “

Bus operators are carrying out extra deep
cleaning as part of their daily routines such
as disinfecting the buses with ‘hot fogging’.
All surfaces are regularly wiped down and
disinfected, including touch points around
the driver. Windows will be kept open to
help with ventilation and bus drivers will
either be behind a screen, or wearing a
face covering.

Buses will carry around two thirds of their
normal capacity, run their normal route and
at their normal times.

KCC is working with bus operators to
provide additional capacity through the
conversion of some services to school-
only. Where KCC has identified that there
may not be enough space, it is providing
extra buses and will be monitoring the
situation closely when schools return to
react quickly to make sure that all children
can travel safely.

For the latest information, visit
www.kent.gov.uk/backtoschool.
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Your Letters

HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

BARBRA AND KEN
Barbara and Ken Palmer and on 3rd
September 2020 they are celebrating
their 65th Wedding Anniversary which is
quite an achievement to reach 65 years
of marriage.

They are both well known locally my
Mum is an ex Town Councillor and
Mayor of New Rombey she is also one
of the original co-founders of the
Country Fayre and she also started the
concert/party in the park on St Martin's
field in her time as a Town Councillor
she worked hard and achieved alot for
New Romney supported all the time by
my dad.

My dad is retired Mechanical Fitter from

the Power Station we moved from Faversham to New
Romney 55 years ago when my dad got the job with the
CEGB at Dungeness A Power Station.

THE SOUTHLANDʼS
ALMSHOUSE CHARITY.

The Southland’s Almshouse Charity originated from the
will of John Southland in 1610 and provided homes for four
aged needy people in New Romney on the West Street
site. These were rebuilt in 1734 and modernised in 1974.
In 1953, using funds from the Education Foundation, four
more purpose-built cottages were built on the new
Churchlands Estate in the name of “Charity for Almshouse
Trust”. 1989 saw the completion of two further modern
semi-detached bungalows on the old Parish Land,
St John’s Road. These were possible, partly due to
generous bequests from sisters, Miss Brand and Mrs
Howard and partly with funding from the Housing
Corporation. The Pearson Charity, in
Church Road, was set up in memory of Cecilia Pearson to
provide two homes for elderly widows and spinsters of
New Romney.

In all cases the Trustees are bound by the rules governing
these ancient charities, formalised as a “Scheme” by the
Charity Commissioners. These rules keep as far as
possible to the original wishes of the donors, but have
been modernised where necessary. Applications may be
made at any time and will then be held on file, but
vacancies will also be advertised when they occur.
Successful applicants occupy their homes on Licence and
do not acquire any “Right to Buy”. There is no warden and
residents must be able to care for themselves, the inside
of the property and garden. The Trustees can and do
charge a “Weekly Maintenance Contribution” towards the
cost of maintaining the properties.

It should be noted that the Trustees must award
residencies based on greatest need, not necessarily
the length of time on the “waiting list”.

Dear Looker,
Instead of awarding medals to athletes and celebrities how
about a Service medal for all the key workers during this
Covid crisis? A special one for all medical staff who have
tirelessly taken care of the sick regardless of their own
safety. They have worked incredibly long hours, had to
cope with so many deaths and continual worry for the
safety of their own loved ones.

Clapping hands is not enough. Give them something for
them to keep and pass down in the family to show them
our appreciation.

Jane Gurr ex SRN

Dear Jan & The Looker Team
Just to make the effort to congratulate you on your article
re the town's musical Heritage in The Looker. At the risk of
sounding like a bore I (probably a number already
contacted you) the building which housed Tofts's (at Grace
Hill) still stands. It would be nice if it could remain as a
legacy to Harold and Doris in some way - dream on I
suppose ! A lot of treasured memories for a lot of
Folkestone fogies. The list of bands that played there is a
book’s worth. Black Sabbath at 8 shillings a ticket, Cream
and Fleetwood Mac at 12 shillings and sixpence each -
those were the days ! - no I don't think Mary Hopkin
played there.

Yes we had the Leas Cliff Hall, but Tofts's was
Folkestone's very own Cavern Club.
All the best to you.

Phil (Neumann) one of those Folkestone fogies

Dear Looker,
With all the changes, in what one can or cannot do, in
regards to our daily live's, to hear a cricket ball, being hit by a
willow crafted bat, is to me a sound of beauty, and to my
mind the start of Summer. I do appreciate that tennis and golf
have the same appeal to the enthusiasts of these magnificent
games, but, and there is always a but, in certain
circumstances, the latter two sports can be played in most
weather's and season's, whereas those who participate in
the art of the leather v willow, has a short span in the
calendar year, April to September, mark you, with the
seasons changing as they are doing, anything can happen,
as we are seeing in the news bulletins.

Living by our coastline, one has the advantage of relaxing on
one of our welcoming beach area's and as we all know our
District is very happy to encourage Visitors, until that is, a few
weeks ago when Greatstone /Littlestone was invaded by a
hoard of excitable Revellers, who were not only hell bent on
enjoying themselves, but decided to leave the good natured
dwellers who's abode in this lovely part of Kent, having to
gather up the rubbish, that the Guest's left behind, plus for
good measure, it has been reported, assaulted 4 of Kent's
finest, basically our Kent Constablary, who's role was to help
the control of the area, for the safety of all. Sadly, the
thuggish element decide to assert the "we're the thugs from
South London, know what I mean"

The Sussex Authorities ie, the Police and the District Council,
refused permission for the gathering in the County of Sussex,
the lovely area of Camber Sands, by the group who thrashed
Greatstone / Littlestone, because of what happened,
previously, in that area, a few weeks prior.

So who made a horlicks of this little shindig, by granting
permission, considering our COVID status. We all enjoy
having a good time, and especially when we have all gone
through, and are still going through, a period of self restraint,
but to grant a Licence for a knees up, and the likelyhood of
the Demon drink and other relaxing substances, would be
used as a stimulant, to raise the mood of the gathering, no
doubt helped the bravado of the masses.

No doubt more fun and games will be happening within the
District boundaries, during whats left of of Summer."
Keep Smiling

Lustworthy
Hythe

Dear Looker,
Having sat through the last Hythe Town Council Meeting, I am
almost lost for words. Yes, we do live in strange times and its
not possible to have ‘actual meetings’ - but is that an excuse
for the childish manner in which these meetings are held. Our
Mayor seems to think that she is running a nursery and has to
interrupt debates by chatting to her child, is that professional?

There appears to be two warring factions within the council
and common sense does not seem to play a part in any
debate – rather that one ‘side’ will vote opposite whatever the
‘other’ side has proposed. Politics at its very worse.

If the Mayor does not agree with anything she is almost as
petulant as her child, she certainly could do with a lesson in
diplomacy!

Whilst this sounds like I am beating up the current
administration other councillors need to be ‘outed’ for their
rude behaviour.

Cllr Douglas Wade, seems to think that he is the towns
undercover thought police, informing the Mayor of councillors
that should declare interest on subjects, when it is certainly
not his position to second guess what other councillors
should or should not declare. If anything I am surprised that
he was not reported to the standards committee for his
outrageous behaviour.

For any residents who want to know what they voted for, I
suggest that you ‘Tune In’ to the next meeting. It becomes
almost farcical at times with the clerk, on this occasion
sounding as if she was conducting a psychic séance and
repeatedly asking; “are you there Cllr Williams are you there,
Can you hear us Cllr Williams?” Apparently, he was not.

I am sure most of us voted for Green or independent
councillors because we were fed up with the splits in the real
national parties and thought, lets vote local. Well I did and
think it was the biggest mistake of my life. Lesson learnt.

By the way I was wondering how the fight to save princess
Parade is going. This is what many of the Hythe councillors
stood on - but this again seems to be a NIMBY argument,
that they are incapable of winning.
Kind regards

John Montgomery
West Hythe

VACANCY
The Southlands

Almshouse Charity have a
vacancy in New Romney.

A residency is available
for an aged person in

need, resident in the area
of the Parish of New

Romney.

Apply for details, in
writing including a

telephone number, from
Clerk to the Trustees, c/o
Town Hall, High Street,
New Romney, Kent.

TN28 8BT.

Applications must be
received by 30th

September 2020.
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Time for the nation to
come to its census

by Andrew South

It might seem to be a little early to be planning what you
might be doing on March 21st, 2021 – having a spring
solstice party with your mates, or taking in a theatrical
or musical experience with thousands of others
perhaps. Or you may still be isolating in your home,
yearning for the life you led exactly a year before.
But the Office for National Statistics knows exactly what it
will be doing on that day as it plans for the 2021 Census,
which gathers information every ten years on who we are
and how we live our lives in England and Wales. And it
needs people to deliver the survey. The huge project, which
is used to formulate national government and local authority
decisions, needs applications for a variety of roles. In
particular it is looking for people from ethnic communities to
help reflect the diversity of the nation in the 21st century.
There is a range of roles available for managers, supervisors
and officers as well as community engagement staff.
The Census is crucial in helping decision makers know how
best to spend money on areas such as transport, health and
education, but also provides essential information for a
range of other organisations.
It is important to charities as they use it to reach those who
need help and as evidence for securing funding.
Businesses, academics and genealogists also rely on it to
complete their work.
The Census has provided some interesting historical
references, with the first taking place in 1801 when it dealt
“with the issue of a growing population with concerns over
having enough food to feed the country”. Perhaps not so
much has changed in 220 years. In 1841, the first door-to-
door questioning took place, but it wasn’t until 1921 that
participation became compulsory. In 1961, computers were

used for the first time and in 2001, religion was added as a
voluntary question.
Last time around, 16.4 per cent of the population completed
their forms on-line, and it is expected that many more will
take the digital option next year.
Recruitment for the survey is being carried out by Adecco on
behalf of the ONS and you can find all the information you
need at: www.censusjobs.co.uk. The consultancy is
recruiting nationally for the roles, but needs applicants from
across the country.

Mental health is triumph
of MIND over water

By Andrew South

The Royal Military Canal is to be the venue for another
fund-raising charity challenge, following the paddle-
boarding exploits of Hythe’s India Pearson in June.
This time, the 28 miles of the Canal will be covered
twice over four days by kayak in aid of MIND, the UK’s
leading mental health charity.
Peter Down set up his ‘Kayaking 4 Mental Health’ project a
few months ago by taking a positive approach to his own
issues, and deciding to help others in the same boat.
“I have been troubled by Borderline Personality Disorder,
suicidal tendencies and anxiety issues for years, but this
year I have decided to take the negative out of the
conditions and build on the positive,” he told me, from his
home in New Romney.

On October 5th, he plans to take to the water at Seabrook
and canoe the 28 miles to where the Canal joins the River
Rother near Rye in two days, and then turn around to make
the return journey in the same time.
Thirty-eight-year-old Peter, had been a kayaker for four
years, but drifted apart from it while he concentrated on his
passion for photography for 15 years.
“I found that my photography was becoming too commercial
and stressful, so I found an inflatable canoe for sale at Lidl
for £39.00 to use on a lake in Aldington – and that became
my release and escape again!
“I decided that I wanted to take on this challenge for MIND
before the end of the year, and started planning it about
three months ago, so it’s quite a short window for
organising something like this.”
He has a more robust nine-foot kayak now, but has had a
positive response from Kent Canoes based in Wrotham, a
business which covers the whole raft of kayak and canoe-
based products including books, videos, courses, clothing –
you name it – oh, and the water-craft themselves.
“We hope to meet with Peter this week,” manager and
owner of the shop, Sam told me. “We are keen to look at
ways we can provide help and support to him for this
challenge. We’ve been going for more than 25 years so we
have an extensive knowledge of what individuals need for
their activity.”
Peter will have to eat and sleep out for four days and three
nights and has had help from a fellow wild camper, Primitive
One, who has been able to provide him with a hammock.
He will take food with him, but will organise food drops if
necessary. He is particularly grateful for the support he has
had from his partner Chloe who has helped him and

encouraged him on this project. He has also forged a
supportive relationship with Prioritising Mental Health. The
last few months have had understandably challenging
impacts on people’s mental health, especially for those who
have been isolated and have had no contact with the
outside world.

“I want this project to build Kayaking 4 Mental Health into a
charity and am looking to do more fund-raising events next
year,” says Peter. “Mental health is still not taken seriously
enough – doctors are all too quick to suggest that people
struggling will ‘snap out of it’ – but everyone needs to talk
more about it and be able to be open about their own
mental health.”

This is another example of the efforts that local people go to
to help others, and we shall follow his challenge when he
embarks in October. You can find out more about Peter and
see his videos explaining his passion for this project on the
Kayaking 4 Mental Health Facebook page.
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Teach Me
opens its sterile
studios
Following a seven month lock out, Teach Me Courses is,
from September 7th, resuming its day and evening classes
as well as a programme of weekend full day workshops.
Tutors have not been idle as far as Coronavirus is concen-
red either. Hundreds of masks, scrubs, scrubs bags and
chocolate have been sent to the NHS at William Harvey
Hospital and to some local care homes.
New equipment, such as extra glass grinders, have been
added to assist with social distancing and there is a full
range of PPE equipment to ensure student’s safety. All
tools have been sterilised as have all surfaces in the stu-
dio. Tools will be stored in sealed containers for the sole
use of each individual named student.
Maxim class sizes have been cut to four people to ensure
2 metres social distancing, but additional classes have
been instigated to accommodate everyone who wants to
come along.
To see if a class or workshop is available, simply vis-
it www.teachmecourses.co.uk or call 01797 364366 or
07770 347616. E-mail is info@teachmecourses.co.uk
If the class you want is full or the date is unsuitable, call
and ask about an ad hoc day for you and a friend (up to
four people).

SEPTEMBER
5 September
12 September
19 September
26 September
27 September

OCTOBER
3 October
4 October
10 October
17 October
18 October
24 October

NOVEMBER
7 November
12 November
14 November
15 November
21 November
29 November

DECEMBER
5 & 6 December
11 December
12 December

Stained Glass Panel FULL
Lino print and make a lampshade
Shabby chic upcycling
Print and make hot beanie/wheat bag
Silver Clay FULL

Mosaics FULL
Lino printing - making Chrsitmas bunting
Stained Glass Panel FULL
Acrylic Painting
Silver Clay and Silver Smithing
Printed Christmas Cards

Christmas Bunting
Lino print and make a lampshade
Stained glass appliqué (mosaics) FULL
Stained glass copper foil techniques
Create a vintage Christmas fairy
Gin infusing and alcohol

Chocolate making and Prosecco
Bath bombs, soaps, scrubs (2 half days)
Christmas wreath

ONE DAY WEEKEND WORKSHOPS

Midweek classes are on Mondays (four sessions stained
glass) Tuesdays Mosaics, Wednesday jewellery, Thursday
print making and painting. Visit the website or call 01797
364366 or 07770 347616 for details.

Graham Seath

07541 365670

foothealthcare@yahoo.co.uk

Sarahjayne Seath

07454 050100

sseath1970@gmail.com

Foot Health Care by
Graham & Sarahjayne

Visiting Registered
Foot Health P ractitioners

Members: British Association of Foot Health Professionals – British Chiropody & Podiatry Association (MCFHP MAFHP)

Nail Cutting - Corns – Callus – Verruca – Cracked Heels
Thickened Nail/Correction -Fungal Nail Treatment - Ingrowing/Involuted

Practice: 01797 369242

Diabetic Trained & Insured

FUNDING FUTURE

GROWTH IN

FOLKESTONE
Funding for businesses in east and central
Folkestone looking for help to purchase new
machinery or equipment is now available.

Businesses employing fewer than 250 people
are invited to apply for the latest round of
match-funded grants offered through the
Folkestone Community Works programme,
which is managed by Folkestone & Hythe
District Council (F&HDC).

The new grant funding could be used to:

Duplicate equipment to enable workers to
keep two metres apart

Adapt to new trading methods

Introduce new products or processes

Expand production capacity

Increase efficiency

Up to £7,500 can be awarded to businesses to
improve productivity and create jobs – with
former beneficiaries including a hairdresser, an
art studio, a bakery, a laundrette and an
engineering company.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC Cabinet Member
for the District Economy, said: “The Folkestone
Community Works programme is a champion
for the area it supports.

“A key element is getting more and more local
people back into work and, for that, we need
successful and ambitious local businesses.
This latest call will help develop projects and
plans needing capital costs to become reality.

“Our officers will always do their best to guide
applicants through the process – because
successful projects are beneficial for the
individual business and the area as a whole.

Information is being sent to hundreds of local
businesses in the Broadmead, East
Folkestone, Central and Harbour wards to
encourage people to find out more.

F&HDC was allocated £2.5m of funding by the
government in January 2018 from the
European Regional Development Fund and
the European Social Fund.

The programme is overseen by the council but
a Local Action Group (LAG) – made up of local
business and community leaders – looks at all
projects put forward and recommends those
that should be funded.

For more information, visit
www.folkestonecommunityworks.com

VEOLIA
RETAINS
RECYCLING
AND WASTE
SERVICES
CONTRACT
Recycling and waste collections in
two districts will continue to be
provided by Veolia after the district
councils in Folkestone & Hythe
and Dover awarded the company
a new joint contract at the
conclusion of a tender process.

Folkestone & Hythe District
Council (F&HDC) and Dover
District Council (DDC) have now
confirmed the award of the
contract to the company, which
will also carry on providing street
cleaning across the area as part
of the deal.

Veolia has been providing these
services for both F&HDC and
DDC since 2011, and the new
eight-year contract will start on 16
January 2021. It will also see the
introduction of a number of
initiatives to help the district
councils achieve their objectives
of being carbon net zero by 2030,
including a new green fleet of
vehicles and electric sweepers,
and redesigned collection routes
to minimise travel times and the
environmental impact of the
service.

Over the past decade, the
company has collected more than
half a million tonnes of recycling
and waste in the districts. The key
elements of the service will remain
unchanged, including: Alternating
fortnightly waste and recycling
collections Weekly food waste
collections

A whole range of street cleaning
services Cllr Stuart Peall –
F&HDC Cabinet Member for
Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste & Building
Control – said: “Veolia has done
an excellent job for the residents
of Folkestone & Hythe since first
being awarded the contract in
2011. Whilst the teams often feel
valued by the community, this was
especially clear earlier in the year
when the COVID-19 lockdown
was first implemented. They have
and continue to do fantastic work
across our district.There is
currently a special focus on street
cleaning during what is a very
busy period for the district, with
Veolia actively using technology to
respond to changes in rubbish
levels and manage the service
appropriately as a result. We look
forward to continuing to work
closely with Veolia to ensure
residents get the best possible
service when it comes to recycling
and waste services.”

Pascal Hauret, Managing Director
(Municipal) for Veolia UK &
Ireland, added: “We look forward
to continuing our services to east
Kent and extending the waste and
recycling services. By introducing
new green initiatives, we will be
able to help these local authorities
achieve their objective of being
carbon net zero by 2030.”

Sports News
CRICKET
Northiam v Lydd
Northiam 158-1, Lydd 156. Northiam won by nine
wickets.

Lydd were well beaten in this friendly match.
They batted first but could only manage 156 and were all
out in the 30th over. Dan Anderson made 63 including 10
fours and Lewis Unwin chipped in with 37 but most of the
other batsmen failed to reach double figures.
The home side scored the required runs in the 21st over for
the loss of only one wicket. Darren Wolfe was the wicket
taker, taking 1-20 in 4 overs.

New Romney v Brookland
New Romney 257-8, Brookland 256-4. New Romney
won by two wickets.

A high scoring match with over 500 runs on the board.
Brookland batted first and were soon scoring freely. After
their 40 overs, they had reached 256-4. Craig Pierce
finished with 142 not out, including 26 fours and Captain
Scott Balcomb made 55 including 7 fours and 3 sixes. For
New Romney, Harrison Carroll took three wickets for 37
runs.
When the home side batted, Luke Payton was
outstanding, scoring an impressive 177 not out including
11 fours and 12 sixes. He was ably supported by Elliot
Symonds with 31 and Spencer Lawrence with 21. Craig
Pierce, Bradley Harper and Daxesh Patel all took a couple
of wickets for Brookland and New Romney reached their
target with an over to spare.
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Thanks -a-
chocolot!!...
1st NR AGM continued the Scouting
Adventure with our annual chocolate
theme, but this year it was virtual!!. All

the Leaders, suitably socially distance in
their own homes on a Zoom call,
celebrated with tea and chocolate
biscuits. A decorated chocolate cake
raised £50 for Beaver funds. All a bit
quieter and less frantic than our usual
AGM but we will be back, supporting a
local charity, with more chocolate then
ever in 2021!!.

Highlights of the year have been
recognising the efforts made by
Leaders:- Gary, Sue and Ian received
Service Awards; Penny, Beaver Leader
completed her formal training and
received her Wood Beads.
Congratulations to them all and huge
thanks for your efforts in keeping the
Scouting Programme in the spotlight.

Youngsters have been amazing in their
adaptations, to continue their Scouting
from home, completing a variety of

badgework; Zoom calls and quizzes;
virtual Camps; VE day parties and most
recently our end of term parties which
featured in the New Romney Country
Fayre programme.
Our newest member, Sergio, was
officially presented with his Hike to the
Moon badge. He has yet to master the
scout sign and just commented with a
Thank-you woof!!

Caroline, Group Chair commented –
2020 has been an amazing journey for
everyone in so many different ways.
We are extremely proud of our young
people and their commitment to
Scouting, special thanks must go to
them, their parents and supportive
families. Just goes to show the
Scouting Adventure is certainly thriving
on Romney Marsh – A Scout Never
Gives up.

As the Leaders spend the summer
break preparing for a safe return to
scouting we wish all the Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, Explorers, parents, carers and
our supporters a safe and enjoyable
summer break.

Photos:
AGM photos – all chocolate themed -
Carole and Carolyn with Choc goods;
Sue & Penny tucking in; Sue with her
tea and chocolate biscuits!
Carole receives the Thank you
Certificate
Sergio receives his badge

The cream of the
antiques crop at Liz &
Gerry’s!

by Andrew South

A meander along Hythe High Street reveals many
treasures – and let’s not forget the town’s claim to be
Kent’s longest high street [put your tape measure
away, Rochester!] – but a little stroll two doors along
from Looker HQ is a trove of antiquities which
unleashes a cornucopia of retro memorabilia and
bygones from a
different age.

Liz and Gerry plumped
for a vacant location in
the High Street after
hunting far and wide for
the best site.

“We thought this would
be the ideal site for us to
bring our goods to
market,” Liz told me over
occasional interjections
from her partner Gerry. “I
almost daren’t say
anything because he will
only interrupt me!
Basically, we sell nice
things to loving people…”

But in truth, the genial Liz & Gerry complement each other
amid the exciting compendium of Rene’s Antiques &
Decorations.

“We started by buying stock to do boot fairs,” says Gerry
“but eventually we decided to give it a go on our own.”

The shop is full of nostalgic museum pieces which you can
purchase for your front room, patio or bedroom. AWWII
fire bucket is yours for £35 should that be your desire, and
the fact that a customer will fork out for such a purchase is
not lost on Liz and Gerry – the pricing strategy comes
down to what people will pay, and their experience drives
the decision.

“We appeal to the whole range of customers – from
interested bargain hunters to serious antique traders,”
says Liz. “But what we are finding is that people want to
have something that complements their home, from the
1960s retro and since.”

A visit to the shop is certainly a trip back in time – a
mixture of genuine antiques and bygones, but many
looking for a new home to revive their existence. Not
everything would enhance a modern two-bedroom home,
but there is something here for a collector of conversation
pieces. Rocking chairs, coffee tables, cabinets, clocks, a
giant cornetto and a set of skittles furnish the premises
with interest – if you are looking for something original and
a bit different, then this shop in the High Street could be
for you. A set of porcelain elephant side tables which recall
the not-so-glorious days of the Raj could be yours for
£165, complete with the ‘original’ chipped paintwork.

Lisa, a trader from Watford was impressed with the range
of goodies on display, and who should also drop in for a
browse but The Looker’s own Mrs P, who may well
mention the excursion in her regular contribution.

Gerry is happy to deliver right across the Marsh if
necessary, but it’s worth contacting them to find out if they
can track down something special for you. Telephone
01303 266972 or e-mail: gerrid.1@icloud.com

World’s oldest tapir dies
aged 42 at Port Lympne
Hotel & Reserve, Kent
Port Lympne Hotel & Reserve are saddened to
announce the death of Kingut, our beloved
Malayan tapir who was the Guinness World Record
holder for ‘oldest tapir in captivity’.

Kingut was born in Jakarta in January 1978, and
arrived at Port Lympne Hotel & Reserve in July 1992,
where he spent most of his life. He was awarded his
Guinness World Record last year at the age of 41
and passed away at Port Lympne on 6th July 2020,
still holding that record at the ripe old age of 42
years, 5 months and 9 days.

Alice Elliot, Deputy Head Keeper of the Hoofstock
section said: “The hoofstock section are all deeply
saddened by the loss of Kingut. He was a very
special tapir, not just for the remarkable age he

reached, but for his affectionate and mischievous personality.

To the many keepers who have worked with him over the
years he was more than just an animal in our care, he was
friend and family, and completely irreplaceable.”

In the wild, Malayan tapir are found in southern
Thailand and Myanmar (Burma) and through the

Malayan peninsular, and on the Indonesian island of
Sumatra. They are most commonly found in dense
primary rainforests where they eat grass, aquatic
plants, leaves, buds, soft twigs and fruits on low
growing shrubs.

A unique feature that tapir possess is its fleshy
prehensile nose that it uses to grab leaves and even
use as a snorkel while swimming. Tapirs grow up
to 1.8 meters long (6 feet) with the females being
larger at up to 400kg and the smaller males

weighing up to 350kg. Captive tapirs typically live for
25-30 years, an age Kingut exceeded by more than a
decade.



An American Pickle - Cert 12A
I like Seth Rogan, he is a genuinely funny comedian
and his laid back style befits the 'stoner' roles that he
is usually cast in. His style is the opposite to the usual
American comedies that deliver punchlines with the
ferocity of a Mike Tyson punch and at a volume that is
screeched rather than spoken.

Rogan has a typecast and An American Pickle is one
of those roles. Rogan plays Herschel Greenbaum a
struggling ditch digger who finds love and a wife but
then sees his village ransacked and destroyed by
Cossacks. Herschel decides to immigrate to America
to chase his dreams of a better life for him and his
family. He ends up working in a pickle factory in
Brooklyn as a rat catcher (albeit a not very good rat
catcher) One day he falls in a vat of pickles, during
which time the factory is condemned and closed.
Herschel lies undetected and perfectly preserved and
pickled for 100 years until a drone knocks the lid off of
the vat and he is released. Herschel (who hasn't aged
one day) seeks out his family only to learn that his
only remaining relative is his great-grandson Ben
Greenbaum (also played by Rogan) a computer
coder.

Herschel is dismayed at Ben's baffling (and pointless
to Herschel) job and is saddened at Ben's neglect of
his family and Jewish faith. Herschel decides to ignite
his dreams and using out of date ingredients pilfered
from dumpsters he sets about creating his own pickle
empire.

The inevitable cultural clashes produce laughs along
the way (Herschel's disastrous use of social media is
hilarious) but rather than flow as a single story the film
plays out like a play in separate acts. This isn't
Rogan's best work but it is still a decent addition to
the back catalogue and fans of Rogan won't be
disappointed.Page 28
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Romney Marsh From the Air

Top: Dymchurch, which gets very busy during the summer months with holiday-makers. The village was
the birthplace of Russell Thorndike, creator of Dr. Syn.

Bottom: St. Clement Church, Old Romney. The church was badly damaged during the Second World
War, and the Rank film company who used the location for part of the Dr. Syn film in the late 1950s,

gave a generous donation towards the restoration.

A look at Romney Marsh from a different perspective. Photo’s from John Wimble & John Harmer

Pinocchio - Cert PG
If you are expecting an addition to the recent Disney live
action films, The Lion King, Aladdin, Lady and the
Tramp you won't be disappointed.

If you are expecting a
retelling of another
Disney classic in a
live action format you
won't be
disappointed.

If you are expecting
an all-dancing, all-
singing Disney
classic tale of a little
wooden puppet who
longs to be a real boy
then can I stop you
there. Firstly, this isn't
a Disney remake but
an Italian telling of
the classic. The little-
known cast (with the
exception of Oscar
winner Roberto

Benigni - Life is Beautiful) are superb and the reality is
added to by using prosthetic make-up instead of CGI,
bringing the characters to life. But and I stress this, this
is a dark tale and the PG certificate could be
misleading. The characters are quite scary and some of
the sub plots are scary too. The scene where Pinocchio
and his friend are turned into Donkeys by a child
catcher? Then Pinocchio is bought and ends up as a
circus performer but when he becomes lame his owner
decides to drown him. Certainly not a child friendly
scene and most certainly a harrowing scene. You will
already know the story and the ending but this film
packs a few surprises along the way.

This is the film Tim Burton or Terry Gillam would have
made had they been presented with the challenge. Ok
so this isn't the live action that Disney would have made
but it is a worthy addition and I really enjoyed it. The
characters have real depth and feeling and the sets are
very impressive. It is certainly a different approach to
the classic tale and Pinocchio does come across as a
very, very naughty puppet. To quote Python "He's a very
naughty boy" In fact your sympathies lie with
Pinocchio's creator and 'Babbo' Geppetto and there lies
the story of Pinocchio who will only become a real boy
when he behaves himself. I can see this one becoming
part of the curriculum "This is what happens to children
who don't behave" lights off and click play.

I strongly recommend this for adults but don't feel
obliged to take the kids, you may regret it.
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Life around the hut in
St. Mary-in-the-Marsh in the

1950s.
By Patricia Irvine (Aldridge)

In addition to our homes, life in our hamlet revolved around
certain communal buildings such as the village shop, The
Star Inn, the Church and what was known as the St. Mary’s
‘Hut’.
Now derelict, the ‘Hut’ is still in existence today but its past
glory has faded and it stands sad, silent and alone near the
church, with much of its surface covered in rampant ivy.
(The village has been fundraising for many years to replace
it). I recall the ‘Hut’ vividly, as a single-story, long
rectangular building with a central entrance door, green roof
and lots of windows. Inside, there were separate WCs for
men and women on the west wall, and a small stage
towards the far end with access from both sides, and a long
kitchen behind it.
In addition, just to the right beside the front door in a large,
three-sided alcove, six-feet or so square, there was a
collection of books on shelves. This was the village library.
The building was of immense value to the community at
that time, for much of our entertainment in those days was
community shared.
However sad the old St. Mary’s ‘Hut’ is now, in its heyday it
was a source of wonder and excitement to young village
children encouraged to take part in the various activities. It
held a special place in our hearts, offering a useful
communal space where young and old could get together
to enjoy mutual celebrations and special occasions. There
would be a variety of fundraisers, parental ‘whist drives’,
adult meetings, jumble sales, village fun days and the
occasional party and all were held in the ‘Hut’!
The village Christmas party was one annual event that we
all looked forward to. Each child in the village would be
there, sitting on either side of a long central rectangular run
of tables waiting for the vicar to say grace before they could
begin feasting on a plethora of daintily cut sandwiches and
other delights. I recall with mixed feelings, sardine and
tomato fish paste and sandwich spread sandwiches!
Mothers would have joined forces to bake a variety of
scones, biscuits, cakes and buns and of course, there was
always the inevitable watery ‘orange squash’ to drink and
jelly and ice cream presented in little waxed bowls to
complete the meal. Once it was over, we would all stand
up and amidst a cacophony of noise, help to clear the
tables and chairs to the edges of the hall, creating plenty of
space for the fun and games that would follow.

Several ladies would return to the kitchen to begin the
mammoth task of washing the dishes and hunting down
individual plates, platters and cutlery. Others would be
designated ‘in charge’ of the children and overseeing the
various party games. Initially, the children would be
divided into workable groups of similar ages – perhaps
three or four different groups depending on attendance.

Popular games were spin the bottle, postman’s knock, pass
the parcel, blind man’s buff, apple bobbing, what’s the time
Mr Wolf? and so on. Musical chairs was another favourite
game. For this all the children were brought together into
one large group and the chairs set out centrally and music
supplied. Initially it was great fun, but often, the older boys
and girls brimming with excitement and food, would
become a little over confident and out of hand!
The truly joyous moment was when one of the parents
would declare, “Father Christmas has arrived.” Everyone
would rush excitedly toward the entrance where Father
Christmas, wearing his red suit which was often covered in
beads of rain, or if we were lucky, flakes of snow, would
step inside calling out loudly, “Ho, ho, ho!” He would drag a
large, full red sack along the hall floor behind him and we
would all step back as he was helped with it on to the
stage. The children would then become remarkably quiet
and sit on the floor listening hard for their names to be
called out, waiting for their turn on stage to meet Father
Christmas to collect the longed-for present.
For many years, Mr. Lancaster at No. 2 had played the role
of Father Christmas. He was perfect for the part and
absolutely the right age, size and shape. When poor old
Mr. Lancaster could no longer take part, some of the fathers
took a turn. I am told that our own father once helped out –
but I certainly didn’t recognise him – I was probably far to
wrapped up in the idea of receiving a gift before Christmas.
I would hope for a writing set, or a Post Office set with tiny
envelopes, writing paper and stamps all cleverly devised to
encourage youngsters to write their ‘thank you’s’ in the
proper manner when the excitement of Christmas was over.
Once the party had ended, pixie hoods would be donned,
coats with gloves attached on elastic would be found, gifts
would be clutched in both hands and our thanks and
goodbyes expressed.
Then, we would collectively make our way out of the hall
into the biting cold with our siblings and mother, to walk the
short distance back to Rectory Road. The excitement of
the afternoon and the joy of knowing we would be allowed
to open our gift once we were safely back indoors in front of
the fire, helped to keep us warm. Once indoors with shoes
and coats removed, a hot drink in hand and crumpets being
toasted (on long toasting forks) in front of the open fire, we
would settle down on the hearth rug to open our gifts in
front of our parents.
For me, that completed the day perfectly.

www.patriciairvine.co.uk Author of: ‘In Light and In
Shade’.

Churches Round-up
The general situation has not changed since the last
looker. Some churches, St Nicholas, New Romney,
Lydd All Saints, and Snargate church are continuing
their services as advertised before, with all the social
distancing and covid precautions in progress.

All Saints, Lydd, and St Nicholas, New Romney still
require booking beforehand. Snargate, St Dunstan’s had
an excellent first service with good attendance, but a
smaller congregation, does not need booking.

Some other Marsh churches are open for private prayer,
but not public worship, see times of opening on
individual church notice boards.

Romney Marsh Community Church, North Street,
New Romney, are continuing with the on line service,
which is working well. If you would like to watch the
service, and aren’t a regular to the service, email the
office on office@rmcc.org.uk and you will be given the
link. If you have problems, and would like to talk to
someone, ring the office on 01797 366855 and someone
will be available to share your concerns.

Food Banks.
These continue to run as normal.

New Romney, at Community church, on Tuesdays at
5.30-7pm. If you are struggling to feed your family,
contact above number, and you will be given a voucher
to obtain enough food for 3 days.

Any donations can be brought to the church, just before
the session, or any weekday morning. Just ring the
doorbell, so the secretary knows you are there.

Lydd, Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30pm-7.30pm. Again, if you
are struggling to feed your family, ring 01797 320345
and you will be given a voucher. If you have donations,
they can be brought to Hardy Hall just before the
session.

Church Chuckle.
A vicar announced at a Harvest service, that he was
leaving to go to another Parish. It was unfortunate that
the chosen final hymn was “Now thank we all our God…”

Wit and Wisdom.
Slow and steady wins the race. From the Hare and
Tortoise fable.

(or how to make your pennies work harder)

Food for free - foraging. The ultimate free food at this time of year
is blackberries, which are very prolific this year. Take your kids out
on a country walk, on any path or byway, (If on a roadway, even a
quiet one look out for traffic) and you will be guarantee to find
blackberries. You can eat them to your heart’s content, there are
always plenty. If you wanted to collect them, and take them home,
they make a lovely pie or crumble mixed with apple or other fruit, and
freeze very well.

Spread them on something flat, a baking tray will do, and put them
into your freezer. After about four hours they will be frozen, take
them out, and leave for a minute or two to defrost slightly, (in case
they are stuck to tray) and put them into a spare plastic container.
This way they will freeze separately, and you can take out as few, or
as many as your like. Don’t worry about the tiny grubs which some
blackberries have, they will not do you any harm. No one has ever
come to any harm from eating wild blackberries!

On your travels, you may see a stray damson, crab apple, pear,
cherry or ordinary apple tree in the hedgerow. These can be
collected as well. If interested in making preserves or puddings, or
freezing these, recipes are easy to come by in recipe books or on
internet. We once collected 4-5 lbs of cherries from a stray tree in a
hedgerow. We thought it must have been at the edge of a former
orchard.

Lots of people have apple, plum and pears trees in the gardens,
which they do not use. If you have a friend or relative, with such a
tree, they will not mind you asking to pick some of their fruit. If they
haven’t been professionally sprayed, they might have manky bits,
but these are easy to work around.

Preparing apples for cooking or freezing. Peel the apples, then
cut them in half, across the middle. Then start cutting up into small
slices, and put straight into a bowl of water. They will go brown easily
if you don’t. Any manky bits can be cut around. If you have Bramley
apples, they do not need any cooking before going into a pie, but all
other apples, will be better for a minute or two of “blanching” This is
simply putting them into a half a pan of boiling water, and boil them
for about 2 minutes. They are then ready for using or freezing. If I
have a lot to do, I strain the boiling water into another pan, so you
don’t have to heat up fresh boiling water each time. If freezing them,
put about 8ozs (makes a decent pie) into medium freezer bags with
2 spoonsful of sugar, and place in freezer.

Give foraging a go, lots of edible food out there, (but don’t eat or
collect anything you are not sure of!) You are also giving yourself
exercise, and getting fresh air, which wasn’t so easy to come by for
months, and if out with children, creating family memories, and
getting them away from their screens for a short time. And saving
money. No brainer!

June
Gooch



AUGUST OFFER

50% Discount available
to the maximum value of
£10 per person Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesdays
until 31st August (Food &

Soft Drinks Only).

Menu
Available
Six Days a
Week
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Friday

Saturday
Sunday

12pm-8pm
(Closed

Thursdays)


