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In our last issue, The Looker reported how our
district was rated to be the lowest Covid -19 area in
mainland Britain, with only the Orkney Isles having a
lower case number per head of the population.
Fast forward two weeks and we have now been
designated as one of the highest!
From only 14 people per 100,000 in the first week of
October, we now have more than 55.8 as at October
26th.
Latest government data has revealed Folkestone
and Hythe has the fastest growing coronavirus rate
in the UK - while part of Sheppey has become the
first Covid-19 hotspot in Kent.
Analysis of statistics released by public health
authorities on last week shows the district has
recorded a 185 per cent increase in positive tests
over the past week - but the rate is still less than
half the national average.

The pandemic seems to have a ten day ‘window of
opportunity’ according to a local NHS spokesperson
on its website. The problem is that during those ten
days, a lot of people could unknowingly be
spreading the virus to thousands of others.
The Folkestone and Hythe district is one of only 11
areas where cases have doubled in a week, three of
which are in Kent.
Cases climbed, per 100,000 people, from 47 to 102
in Gravesham , a 118 per cent increase, and from
48 to 97 in Dartford , a 102 per cent increase.
People have, as you may expect, taken to social
media and claimed that the sharp rise is only due to
the number of people being tested, but The Looker
thinks this could be the start of a more strict
approach.
The NHS Track and Trace software that many
people are using to check into venues, has moved
our area from a ‘low’ to a ‘medium’ alert.
The district has had several worrying outbreaks
within the hospitality sector, with two well know pubs

Could the Covid crisis
curtail Christmas?
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Roll up as The
Looker unveils
new edition of
the Hythe
Express
Since taking over new premises
in Hythe High Street, Sweet
Memories with it’s own self-
contained Looker production
office, has built up a regular flow
of happy sweet-toothed
customers from near and far.
But now there is an additional
reason to drop in for your pear
drops or rock up for your rock, as
the shop unveils the latest small
railway in town!
For nearly a century, the Romney,
Hythe & Dymchurch Railway has
been known worldwide as the
World’s Smallest Public Railway.
But now there is a new railway in
town open to the public...in The
Looker’s very own sweet shop!
The last few months have seen a
huge rise in middle-aged men re-
discovering the hobbies of their
youth, and this summer,
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Iconic Dungeness cottage is centre
stage for artist’s festival
Celebrated artist, film-maker, writer and activist Derek Jarman is
the main inspiration of a four-day arts festival put on by the
Creative Foundation from November 19 to 22nd.
The centrepiece of the new ‘Autumn Reads Festival’ – which replaces
this year’s Book Festival - will be a filmed performance presenting
Jarman’s 1989 and 1990 diaries alongside music composed over the
same period of time. But there is a host of other highlights for those
who will miss the well-established annual book event which has
attracted an amazing line-up of politicians, writers, campaigners and
celebrities over the years. However, it is hoped that the Creative
Folkestone Book Festival: The Shape of Things to Come will return in
June 2021 after this year’s postponement due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Among the Autumn Reads highlights are:
Ben Whishaw reading extracts from Jarman’s Modern Nature at
Prospect Cottage as centrepiece of the Autumn Reads festival

Jarman’s home to be filled with music created by John Zorn and
Henryk Gorecki in the same year that he was writing his diaries

Seán Doran and Liam Browne: Original concept - Strange Concord
Time Machine Event 1989 & 1990: Modern Nature; Artistic Curators -
Autumn Reads: Modern Nature

Actor Ben Whishaw - well known for playing ‘Q’ in recent James Bond
films, John Keats in ‘Bright Star’, and the voice of Paddington Bear in
two very successful and popular films will read from Jarman’s Modern
Nature journals inside the cottage on Romney Marsh. The special
event of words and music will see Jarman’s thoughts, memories,
observations and experiences accompanied by New York avant garde
composer John Zorn’s The Dead Man - 13 Specimen for String
Quartet and Polish contemporary classical composer Henry Gorecki’s
Good Night Op 63. The 70-minute event will see Ben Whishaw making
his way through the cottage as daytime turns to dusk. Strange
Concord: Music & Words from Prospect Cottage is produced by
Creative Folkestone and Screen South and broadcast by The Space, a
development and commissioning organisation. The event will be free
to view on Saturday 21 November at creativefolkestone.org.uk (and
then streaming until 21 December).
In April this year, Prospect Cottage was saved for the nation following
a major fundraising campaign led by Art Fund. More than 8,100 public
donations alongside funding from trusts and foundations enabled
Prospect Cottage to be saved, the conservation and maintenance of
the building, its collection, its contents and its renowned garden.
“The rescue of Prospect Cottage was one of the highlights of a year
that hasn’t boasted many - with Autumn Reads we hope to provide
some more,” said Alastair Upton, Chief Executive of Creative
Folkestone. “Bringing live performance into Derek Jarman’s home will
be a special moment, and the combination of his words, Zorn’s spiky,
unsettling music and Gorecki’s beautiful, elegiac work will create a
special atmosphere inside the cottage.
As with the Creative Folkestone Book Festival: The Shape of Things to
Come, Autumn Reads aims to bring people together over the love of
books and the joy of reading, but focusing on a single title. Modern
Nature is an enduringly resonant collection of diary entries made by
Derek Jarman after moving to Prospect Cottage in Dungeness, having
been diagnosed HIV Positive. Facing an uncertain future, Jarman
decided to make Dungeness his home and to create a garden in the
unforgiving landscape. Modern Nature combines Jarman’s thoughts
with his memories of London’s art scene in the 1960s and 1970s.
Further information about the Autumn Reads Festival is available at:
www.creativefolkestone.org.uk/festivals-and-projects/autumn-reads, or
you can ‘phone 01303 760750.
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having to close
after members of
staff tested Covid
positive at the
Ship in
Dymchurch, and
a customer of the
Jolly fisherman in
Greatstone also
tested positive.
Through the
Government’s
Track and Trace
updates, and
through both
pubs taking it
upon themselves
to inform people
through social
media, it is hoped
that people who
used both pubs
will now have
been informed and will self-isolate.
The District Council has also introduced Covid Marshalls to help
advise members of the public, and also high street and retail
businesses about how they can minimise the risk of catching this
killer virus. The posts will provide additional capacity on the ground
across the district’s town centres and high streets. It will be a highly
visible role and the officers will engage with traders and the
community to promote the need for compliance with safety
measures. The role will not have any enforcement powers but will be
proactive in engaging when issues arise.
Whilst writing this, France and Germany have entered a full
lockdown - the United Kingdom had a very similar path almost
mirroring the virus’s spread to our European neighbours back in
February and March this year, with some people feeling that we

should have had a
much stricter
lockdown, and
events such as the
Cheltenham Festival
and pop concerts,
should have been
halted sooner.
Local high street
traders are
apprehensive, with
many suggesting
that a ‘circuit
breaker’ full
lockdown may well
help the district to
be ‘open for
Christmas’.
One thing is for
sure, the virus does
not seem to take
much notice of
national borders or

respect political or religious boundaries.
I know there are a lot of people who claim that the virus is not real,
or that by simply catching it, we can develop our own ‘herd
immunity’, but I now personally know of six people from our region
who are now dead. One of the people who passed away was a lady,
who attended the Trafalgar Square rally and posed alongside Piers
Corbyn. Ten day later she died in hospital. Please, everyone take
care. I am confident we will beat this deadly virus, but I think a
lockdown is inevitable.
As a business owner, I hope the government will look after
everyone. I know after the last lockdown The Looker nearly closed
and I am not sure if we would be able to continue should there be a
second wave force us to lock down, but the safety of our family and
friends must be our highest priority.

Well winter certainly feels like it’s here now, with the strong
winds and lashings of rain, and clocks going back and
shortening days, memories of long summer nights seem
like a very distant memory.
With the weather turning, we have witnessed both
devastation to some static caravans (as reported in this
issue), but also the tragic story of the four people including
two children who attempted to cross the Channel in an
unseaworthy dingy last week.
It is one of those stories that is hard to sum up, but
perhaps as we have predicted in our pages over the past
few years, it was a ‘tragedy waiting to happen’. And
unfortunately, it is something that will not go away any time
soon until some definitive action is taken by both the British
and French authorities do something.
Last Saturday saw a landmark event for Looker HQ with
the opening of the ‘Womble Valley Railway’ in our office,
which has already proved a major talking point and seems
very popular with children of all ages.
It is also funny how sometimes we get inundated with
letters and other weeks we only get a few letters.
I find it strange that some people stop me and ask why
there is more news about other parts of the district and that
The Looker is not what it used to be when we just covered
the Marsh!
Well I think it’s fair to say that we have had to expand to
remain a viable business, and as it is the advertisers who
pay for you to be reading this edition, then it is our
responsibility to promote them as best we can. Do not
worry though, as we feel that we have pretty much got the
whole district covered, but if there is somewhere that you
would like to see the paper dropped off every two weeks
we are happy to add some more distribution points.
Since we have been in the shop, one of the things we have
noticed is how many people come in and tell us stories or
some fun facts about what is going on in the district.
So if you have not yet discovered what some people are
already calling ‘the prettiest shop in Hythe High Street’ call
in and have a look at the railway or just pop in to pick up
your latest copy (and maybe buy a few sweets along the
way!)

Until next time

Happy reading

No planned late night shopping across the district?



01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW
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A Remembrance Sunday
unlike any other

By David Wimble

A plea has been issued for people to commemorate Remembrance
Sunday slightly differently this year.
Due to Covid-19 and the current Government guidelines, annual
parades will not take place to and from the parish church’s and at war
memorials, across the district. This is to ensure everyone is safe in line
with government guidelines.
Poppy sales have plummeted as Royal British Legion volunteers
struggle to hit the streets during lockdown, with traditional sales of
poppies and pins coming to a grinding halt as the Legion’s branches are
restricted, with no door-to-door sales across the district.
However, sending veterans to shopping centres to rattle the tin has now
been replaced with honesty boxes. In some places, volunteers will be
outside shops selling for short shifts, wearing masks, adhering to social
distancing and sanitising.
Following World War I, wild poppies were among the first plants to
spring up in the war-ravaged battlefields of northern France and
Belgium. The artificial flowers are worn by people around the world to
remember those who died during conflict and those still on the
frontlines.
The Royal British
Legion respectfully
requests that the
community and groups
who would normally
come to pay their
respects at war
memorials stay at home
this year, or lay wreaths
and crosses throughout
the day, and at any time
up to and including
November 11. It is also
encouraging the
community to
Remember from home.
Churches are still
commemorating the
services, but locals are
requested to contact
individual churches to
ensure there is space.
Those attending the
Remembrance Service
at churches may return
to the war memorials
afterwards if they wish,
and lay wreaths in a
socially distanced
manner and then
disperse.
A member of the Royal
British Legion told The
Looker: “We realise that these constraints will cause disappointment for
many but Remembrance this year will be just as important. Often
remembrance is a deeply personal experience with people becoming
involved for all sorts of reasons.
“It is disappointing that this year we won’t be able to gather together as
we would normally do, but we will all come together again in 2021.”

Fill up at the
Goods Yard
in comfort
on the Arm

by Andrew South

Despite the problems faced by the hospitality
industry this year, businesses are still looking
for new ways to survive and even attract new
customers.
For one of the top resident and visitor
attractions in the area, Folkestone’s Harbour
Arm is no exception to the economic damage
caused by Covid-19 restrictions, but is fighting
back to keep customers coming well into the
autumn season.
“We usually reckon on having a good four or
five months trading window from Easter
onwards,” the Harbour Arm’s Curator, Diane
Dever told me this week. “But this year has
been different of course, so we wanted to
provide traders with an extended season.

“The prevailing winds generally come from the
south or south west, and at this time of year,
high tides may over-top the Harbour, which
isn’t generally a problem in the summer. So
we have now opened the ‘Goods Yard’ to
provide customers with a more comfortable
outdoor location.”
The idea is to shift opinion of the Harbour Arm
as just a summer attraction to an all-year
round destination.
“We’ve been surprised at how many people
appear as soon as the rain has stopped! I
think people are preferring to be outside at the
moment, and we are really lucky to have this
space to provide the perfect environment for
them to do that,” says Diane.
“The site chosen for this new enterprise is
coincidentally the same as the location of the
original goods yard going back to the 19th
century. Many great industrial sites are now
looking at ways to re-integrate their past into
the modern world.”
The Goods Yard is situated on the eastern
side of the Customs House, perfectly
sheltered from the prevailing weather.
“I think the sea is in the DNA of Folkestone
people and we are in the perfect place to re-
connect people to the sea.”
Some of the Harbour Arm’s well-known and
popular traders have set out their stalls in the
new area, along with some new surprises.
The Goods Yard provides table service,
physically distanced seating and an enormous
variety of food and drink on offer. So here is a
quick run-down of the tasty treats in store for
visitors to the Goods Yard…

Among the new offers are fully loaded toasties
from Mr Grillski (from the team behind Sole
Kitchen); Tacos made with real Mexican
ingredients (from the team behind Bobbies
Bakehouse); a bowl of mussels from Go
Dutch; or a classic Gyros from the Little Greek
Bus.
The Goods Yard also accommodates The
Taco Shed which uses real Mexican
ingredients; Coffee Folkes with its wide range
of teas and coffees with delicious sweet
treats; and Harbour Hotdogs serving up a
selection of gourmet frankfurters and
bratwursts.
Customers can order online in advance on the
Folkestone Harbour Arm website:
www.folkestoneharbourarm.co.uk.
While some of the traders are moving into the
Goods Yard, others like the Lighthouse
Champagne Bar will remain in its popular
location, and Bobbies Bakehouse, Dr
Legumes, Docker and the Harbour Coffee Co.
are also staying put and also remaining open
as usual. Further information, menus and
ordering details can be found on the website.
The Folkestone Harbour Arm has become a
major asset to the town - and the district - and
provided a fantastic focal point for residents
and visitors alike. Along with every other
business at the moment, it is looking at ways
to operate safely and maintain a flow of
customers - which it seems to be doing very
well in the circumstances.



Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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Conservation
Partnership gains
new impetus in
midst of lockdown

by Andrew South
A job working outdoors with teams of
volunteers might not be the best choice of
work during a global pandemic, but for the
good folk of the Romney Marsh
Countryside Partnership, they have had to
carry on regardless and have had to
dispense with the usually hectic
programme of conservation work parties,
walks, talks and other profile-raising
events.
“We were not classified as essential workers,”
RMCP Ranger (and Looker columnist) Steff
d’Agorne told me over an online conference
call, “so we had to work from home as best as
we could, although we work in quite an
isolated way at times anyway.
“The one benefit of this was that we were able
to take time to look at the way we do things,
especially in respect of the Partnership’s
organisation within the Resilient Heritage
Programme that we are part of, and which is
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
“We looked at how we work and at making
sure that we had a clear corporate focus. It
was really useful to have this time, and one of
the conclusions was that we should do fewer
events but making them better quality
experiences.
“We realised that we were doing a lot of
events [before the lockdown], but we could
make them better by spending more time in
their planning, while thinking about the aims
of the organisation, in particular with regard to
the climate crisis.
“When we were allowed to go back out to our
sites on our own, there was a fair bit of
catching up to do. This meant making sure
that public footpaths and open access areas
were safe, by carrying out safety checks and
keeping on top of pathway maintenance, and
there was more litter to deal with too.”
Although this might have been an even more
isolated way of working for Steff than in
normal times on her sites at Romney Warren,
Greatstone Dunes and parts of the
Dungeness National Nature Reserve, it did
have its upside.
“We got to know more local people than we
might have done in the past. Some knew that
we existed, but we hadn’t had time to talk to
them before the lockdown. Others were
second-home owners who may have decided

to either stay down here or move here
permanently during that time.
“In July, we were able to ask volunteers back
in a safe way – and it has been really nice to
have people back! We can only have five
volunteers at a time on a conversation task at
the moment, and all the tools have to be
sanitised - even our Partnership vehicles have
to be cleaned too, as we all share them.“
July was also notable for the recruitment of a
new member of staff. A hole had been left in
the team when Ranger Jake Jones took up a
new post as manager of the Romney Marsh
Visitor Centre, but that gap is now dutifully
filled by Lottie Glover who hails from
Shropshire – quite a courageous move
considering the comparison of landscapes
between Dungeness and her home county!
She brings considerable expertise and
experience to our shingle table, having
studied zoology at university, gained a
placement at the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust in
Dumfries where she learned a great deal
about reserve management, took on a public
engagement role with environmental
campaign group, Surfers Against Surfers, and
has even managed to squeeze in a three-
month internship with WWF on deforestation
– which is just about as good a CV as you
could wish for from any aspiring conservation
professional.
“When I came down from Shropshire for the
interview in July, it was my first time in Kent!”
Lottie told me on the same conference call.
“And the interview wasn’t quite what I had
expected. When I arrived, there were three
interviewers’ chairs set out in front of a chair
for me on the bare Dungeness shingle!”
But she obviously didn’t let the unusual
scenario put her off as she was asked to
begin work with the Partnership at the start of
September.
“I have a real interest in discovering different
places, and I’ve never been anywhere quite
like this! I’m really looking forward to getting
stuck into conservation tasks with our
volunteers on the Dungeness Nature
Reserve, and engaging with the public. It will
be a new experience for me to manage my

work as a staff member and learning to
manage my time and the volunteers’ time.”
The atmosphere and history of ‘Nanny Goat
Island’ has clearly captured Lottie’s
imagination. And she has already made her
mark among the birdwatching community on
the peninsula.
“My main interest is in birds and I’ve managed
to find some time to volunteer at the
Dungeness Bird Observatory, where I
recorded two rarities in the space of a few
minutes!” [A short-toed treecreeper and a red-
flanked bluetail no less, for the benefit of our
now envious birding readers].

The Romney Marsh Countryside Partnership
was set up in June 1996 as a sister project to
the White Cliffs Countryside Partnership, with
Owen Leyshon as its manager. The project’s
main aims are to care for the special
landscape and wildlife of the Romney Marsh
and Dungeness, and encourage people to
enjoy and understand the area’s unique
countryside.
“As a non-profit making organisation, we
continue to look for other funding pots,” adds
Steff, “although we are grateful for the
ongoing support we receive from key backers
such as EDF, Natural England and Folkestone
& Hythe District Council.”
The Partnership is still looking for volunteers
to help with its practical conservation work,
although worth noting that they can only
accommodate five volunteers at a time, so it
is important to e-mail info@rmcp.co.uk first, or
telephone 01797 367934. As always there is
plenty more information on the website:
www.rmcp.co.uk.

Thar blows Storm
Barbra!

By David Wimble
The recent ‘Storm Barbra’ was responsible for a number of
incidents across the district, including many trees that were
damaged, along with a house in Lympne that had its chimney
blown over and crashed through the roof of the 17th century
cottage, narrowly missing two children asleep in their bed.
On Romney Marsh, concerns over high tides and sea defences
were also raised with the Environment Agency which was on
standby over the weekend.
Several cars were damaged in Lydd when a tree fell on them, but
probably the most dramatic effect of the wind, that was measured
at a steady 65mph at Dungeness, was the toppling of two static
caravans.

The caravans are believed to have been vacant, as reported in
the last edition of The Looker, but with the winds blowing up
across the Marsh and no trees to act as a wind break, the two
forty-foot long static vans were flipped over onto their roofs and
completely destroyed.
Council officials were warned about the prospect of them breaking
up further and possibly blowing over the A259. Since these
pictures were taken,
the ‘vans have been
removed.
For some people it
was a reminder of the
powerful storm that
ravaged many parts of
the UK on the night of
15th October, 1987.
With winds gusting at
up to 100mph, there
was massive
devastation across the
county and reports
that 18 people were
killed in England.
About 15 million trees were blown down, many falling on roads
and railways, causing major transport delays. Others took down
electricity and telephone lines, leaving thousands of homes
without power for more than 24 hours.
Buildings were damaged by winds or falling trees. Numerous
small boats were wrecked or blown away, with one ship at Dover
being blown over and a Channel ferry being blown ashore near
Folkestone. While the storm took a human toll, it is thought many
more would have been hurt if the storm had hit during the day.
The 1987 storm has been referred to as the worst storm since the
Great Storm of 1703, which affected the port of New Romney and
caused the River Rother to change its flow, resulting in New
Romney’s harbour silting up and the town becoming land-locked.
So, by comparison, last weekend’s bad weather was just a mere
stiff breeze, but it certainly does serve notice that the start of
winter is with us. So dig out your warm clothing and stock up with
those essentials.

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

RMCP interview process
leaves no stone unturned

Steff d’Agorne
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David Wimble swapped his District
Councillor role for District Controller of the
‘Womble Valley Model Railway’.
Last Saturday the much-awaited unveiling of
the ‘smallest public railway in Hythe’ took
place, to the great excitement of children of
all ages. To say the atmosphere was electric
is a genuine understatement…
“I was brought up surrounded by model-
making and used to love building Airfix kits,”
a chuffed editor said. “However, my dad did
things on a slightly grander scale, as
secretary of the Romney Marsh Model
Engineering Society. I grew up with several
hundred feet of miniature stea railway going
around the field at the back of our garden,
and dad also had a large OO-gauge railway
all around the attic.
“I used to love flying radio-controlled model
planes, and something you hardly see these
days, kits called control line models, which
used to fly around on 50 feet of steel cables
at speeds of up to 100mph!”
But like most people, he grew up [or so he
says] and discovered the joys of work and
the opposite sex, but still found time to enjoy
going to the exhibitions and shows that
Wimble Senior was involved in.
A visit to last year’s Folkestone Model
Railway Exhibition prompted him to build a
new layout of his own, finding true fulfilment
in creating the layout, buildings and scenery.

The opening of Sweet Memories in Hythe
elicited many customer comments about it
being like the kind of shop they remembered
as children, so David took the comments a
step further by following the example of
many model shops and have a fully-
functioning model railway displayed in the
shop.
“I built the layout over about a month, and
have been making videos of the
construction, with a group of more than 350
people following the progress of the Womble

Valley Railway’s construction.”
However, David is far from alone in taking up
forgotten pastimes during this year’s crisis.

Slot cars, model railways and model-making
have boomed during the pandemic. The
stalwart of the British hobbyist industry,
Hornby, reported last week that its sales had
surged by 33 per cent from March to
September, as more people took up hobbies
in lockdown. The firm, which also makes
Corgi cars and Scalextric racing kits had
been “a company in chaos” losing up to
£10m a year, but says it has benefitted from
more families spending time at home, and is
now in profit.
Peco, which makes tracks and scenery, is
struggling to keep up with demand.
“It appeals to people who have artistic flair,
and to people who have a technical mind
because they like the electronics,” says
Steve Haynes, Peco’s sales and export
manager. “It also appeals to people who
have an interest in history - it stimulates the
mind.”
Hobby shops too have seen a huge increase
in customers.
The model railway revolution is not without
its stamp of celebrity approval, with Rod
Stewart displaying his extraordinary
reconstruction of an American city to
Railway Modeller Magazine. The ‘Womble
Valley Model Railway’ can’t quite match the
scale of Sir Rod’s sprawling layout of 1940s
cars, trains and skyscrapers which is 125ft
by 23ft. Unfortunately, his trains of course
only run downtown…
And Kent’s own rhythm and blues man,
Jools Holland, has recreated the Channel
Tunnel and 1960s London among his
layouts.
But for something a little more down to
earth, the Womble Valley Model Railway is
on display at its new destination in Sweet
Memories of Hythe, next door to Iceland in

THE WOMBLE VALLEY
RAILWAY

THE WOMBLE VALLEY
RAILWAY

Come in and see the only model railway in Hythe High Street

Two of the many admirers of the Womble Vally

Hythe High Street, during
opening hours 10.30am to 4pm
Tuesday to Saturday. A
collection box will be available
for customers to make
donations to local charities
over the next few weeks.

“The Womble Valley Railway
could herald a new era for
express service for the people
of Hythe and the whole
district!” added David.

Railway builder David Wimble

Continued from page 1
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Our Man In Westminster
Damian Collins MP

Since the start of the COVID 19 crisis the
government has introduced a number of important
measures to support people and businesses, which
have so far required an additional £200billion in
funding. Such a large increase in public spending
has been necessary but is also unprecedented in
peacetime. The furlough and job support schemes
provided incomes to people who otherwise would
have been put out of work. COVID business loans
have made it possible for some companies to
survive, that would otherwise have had to close for
good. In April the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi
Sunak announced that there would be an additional
increase in Universal Credit for this year of £20 per
week, so worth over £1,000 a year to claimants. In
the summer the government also created an
emergency grant fund to help local councils make
discretionary payments to people facing real
hardship who were unable to afford food and other
essentials. Kent was awarded over £1.6milion and
this scheme is being run by Kent Together, an
organisation led by the County Council working in
partnership with our local district and borough
councils.

This week there has been a big focus on one
particular area of government support, and that is the
provision of free school meals during school
holidays. During the national lockdown the
government created a new scheme of free school
meal vouchers, worth £15 per week per child, which
could be spent by families that qualified for them on
food and groceries. Until this year, no government
had ever funded free school meals during school
holidays. This was brought in as a temporary
measure recognising the exceptional situation that
the COVID pandemic had created. I and many
others argued for this to continue over the summer
holidays until the schools returned in September, and
the government listened and agreed to fund this.

For this half term the government decided that it
wouldn’t continue with the scheme, but last week,
Kent County Council announced it would provide £15
food vouchers to replace free school meals for this
holiday, using the funding it had received for Kent
Together. You can apply for these, or other support
from Kent Together by calling their helpline on 03000
41 92 92.

There are wider issues that need to be addressed to
ensure all children are healthy and well fed. I don’t
believe that free school meal vouchers on their own
provide a long-term solution. This could come
though, for example, by expanding on some of the
excellent work from the government backed pilot
schemes for school holiday activities and food clubs.
However, until we have such a scheme in place I
understand that the holiday provision of free school
meals provides some certainty for families at this
time. I will vote in parliament to support their use, or
the creation of a new scheme of at least equal value,
for the Christmas holidays. Finally, I would like to
thank the footballer Marcus Rashford for his
compassion in raising this issue and that of food
poverty in general, and also all the local
organisations who offered to provide meals for
children last week.

Hythe in Bloom
brightens the
loos!
With longer nights in the autumn of an extraordinary year, a bit
of floral colour goes a long way to cheer us up – and the Hythe
in Bloom team has done just that by making a visit to the
public toilets in Chapel Street all the more worthwhile.
The gardening group took up the challenge of reviving the large
flower bed situated on the corner opposite Ginger’s Kitchen. The
large raised flower bed had been suffering from neglect, but with the
help of Folkestone & Hythe District Council, volunteers cleared the
bed and re-planted it with a colourful array of shrubs and plants to
brighten up this area of the town.

“The flowerbed was looking very sad and neglected,” said Gill
Bond, one of the volunteers, “so it has been a pleasure to bring it
back to life to brighten up this area of the town. The several hours it
took to do the work were well worth it!”
The beautiful apricot-coloured roses – donated many years ago by
the Hythe Rotary Club – have remained, as has the Phormium and
perennial Geraniums, and these have been joined by Choisyas,
Daisies and Stachys. A beautiful selection which should provide all-
year-round interest.
The Hythe in Bloom group has been operating under the auspices
of Hythe Civic Society (www.hythecivicsociety.org) since 2004, and
it has worked hard to provide summer and winter floral displays in
and around Hythe, including tubs in the High Street and railing-
mounted troughs in Prospect Road.
For more information contact: Sally Chesters on (01303) 266118.

The Hythe in Bloom team -
Gill Bond, Caroline Armstrong, Stu Armstrong, Sally Chesters
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Visionary place plan for
Folkestone town centre
Folkestone & Hythe District Council is creating a visionary
plan to proactively shape the future of Folkestone town
centre.

The Council is commissioning experts to engage with businesses,
residents and visitors to inform the plan. The objective is to shape
regeneration activity in the town, and use the resulting
recommendations to create a focused plan of action that can be
adopted by all.
The Place Plan will acknowledge the history of the town, raise
awareness of and support the vibrant cultural offer and growth
potential of Folkestone as a place to live, work, invest and visit.
Commissioned work will include identifying opportunities to build
on the attributes of the town and propose development options
which will deliver the ambition of the Council’s planning policies
and guidance.
Cllr. David Wimble, Cabinet Member for the District Economy for

Folkestone & Hythe District Council, said: “Although we’re at an
early stage the ambition of this Place Plan is very exciting.
“Folkestone is brimming with potential, and we will do our bit to
make sure that we are proactively engaging and using our
influence to create a town fit for an extraordinary community that
surrounds it.”
The Council released a tender last week for the commissioned
work to undertake the initial groundwork for the plan. Wider public
engagement will take place in 2021.

Litterally
good news
for the
Canal
Keep Britain Tidy’s first
Ambassador, Eric Brown,
brings us good news about
the recently-announced
Green Flag Award for one of
our most iconic attractions,
in his monthly Looker
update.
“I’m really pleased to see
that The Royal Military Canal
is among the winners of this
year’s Green Flag Awards,
as this is one of my adopted
areas, and I litter pick
sections of the Canal almost
daily from Seabrook to
Aldergate Lane while I
exercise my dogs.

And I’m not the only one -
there are other members of
our group who also keep an
eye out for any litter that’s
been dropped on one of the
three footpaths that run
alongside this historic 28
miles of canal, stretching
from Hythe to Cliff End in
East Sussex.
The Royal Military Canal
was built between 1804 and
1809 as a defence against
invasion by Napoleon –

although its guard posts also
proved useful in stopping the
then-flourishing trade in
smuggled goods.
The long distance Royal
Military Canal Path is an
excellent waymarked trail,
while a recent £3.5m
restoration of the 4.5 mile
section from Seabrook to
West Hythe Dam means that
it now offers a wonderfully
easy and relaxing route
suitable for walkers, cyclists
and disabled users alike,
along with bridle paths for
horse riding.
There are picnic tables and
benches all along the canal,
while both ends of the Canal
have free car parks and
interpretive panels
explaining the importance of
the habitat for wildlife –
some species found here are
national rarities.
During the summer months
the Canal comes alive with
patrolling dragonflies, noisy
marsh frogs and kingfishers.
The resident swans on
different sections generally
build their nests for all to
view the cygnets’ progress
from spring to autumn, when
they leave mum and dad
and venture out into the big
wide world.
Walking from the West
Hythe car park in a westerly
direction on the bridle path
gives you the opportunity to
spot various wild animals
through the Port Lympne
Zoo Park’s fence .
With so much to look out for,
you can see why I’ve taken
these sections of the Canal
as an adopted area, picking
up litter dropped by those
who don’t appreciate the
beauty before them, too lazy
to hold on to their rubbish
until they come across one
of the many litter bins along
the various footpaths.
A Green Flag treasure on
our doorstep to be looked
after for future generations -
please don’t abuse it, or we
may lose it.”

R.M.W. Scaffolding
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‘FOLCA’
REVEALED AS NEW NAME
FOR FOLKESTONE’S
FORMER DEBENHAMS

Folkestone and Hythe District
Council has revealed the winner
in a competition to name the
former Debenhams building on
Sandgate Road, Folkestone.

Local residents Brenda McKirdy
and Karen Capell both
suggested the name ‘Folca’ –
inspired by ‘Folca’s stone’ which
is said to have once stood
marking a meeting place for
local people – and is the origin
of the name Folkestone.

The historic building, once
known as Bobby’s and later
Debenhams, was bought by the
council in May 2020, and is
intended to become a thriving
centrepiece for the town and
district’s ongoing regeneration.
Consideration is now being
given to future uses of the
building, which may include
community facilities and
workspace.

Over 200 entries were submitted
to the competition, which were
judged by Cllr David Monk,
Damian Collins MP, Chief
Executive of Folkestone & Hythe
District Council Susan Priest and

the council’s Lead
Communications Officer, who
selected Folca as the winning
name. The two winners have
won a £50 voucher each to
spend in a Folkestone town
centre store of their choice.

Leader of Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, Cllr David Monk,
commented: “We were delighted
by the response to the
competition and to see so many
people engaged in finding a
suitable name. Folca reflects
Folkestone’s history, but can
also be applied to the building’s
future as a space used by local
people.

“We are committed to
Folkestone’s continued
regeneration, and Folca is a
significant part of this activity.
Whilst the plans for Folca are
currently being prepared,
residents and visitors can be
assured that Folca will benefit
all, and the building will continue
to be part of the very fabric that
Folkestone was founded on –
creativity and community
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Automated farm
shopping arrives on the
Marsh

by Andrew South
It goes without saying that we live in strange times, and 2020 is not
going to end in a way we would have recognised on December 31st
last year. So perhaps it should not come as any surprise that the
district’s first fully automated shop should open its digitally-controlled
doors on a farm in St. Mary in the Marsh.
I dropped into Honeychild Manor Dairy Farm recently to talk to
Amber Furnival about this technological revolution.
“When Covid struck, we thought that was going to be the end of us –
our sales had dropped off a cliff!”, Amber told me. “But we still had
customers for our staples such as butter, milk and eggs. We went
from selling around 180 eggs a week to more than a thousand,
thanks to Doug Wanstall at Bank Farm in Aldington!”
Honeychild continued to sell their own pasteurised (unhomogenised)
milk, butter from Northiam and there was a timely glut of cheese on
the market. “I wish we’d supplied loo rolls as well!” Amber reflected,
“but then we realised that things were actually going quite well for
us.

“People were saying that they would never go back to the
supermarkets, but the attraction of convenience eventually kicked in.
“Our regular customers would have been familiar with our shed
which provided a wide range of our meat and dairy products, but we
found that some customers were not always as honest as our
‘honesty box’ required, so we were already looking for ways to
provide a more secure sales point.
“We decided that we would look at a refurbished shipping container
with side doors as a suitable replacement shop facility. But we were
one of a number of farm shops across Romney Marsh completely
ransacked and all our produce stolen.”
As re-conditioned shipping containers go, the Honeychild version is
top-of-the-range, having only travelled once around the world.
“The irony was that the container had already been delivered at the
time of the burglary,” said Amber, “and it was stood right here in our
yard ready to be lifted into position.”
So with the container in situ, the next move was to source a system
which would allow them to provide farm produce and for customers
to pay for it securely.
“We found JSR Vending in Scotland who import automated vending
machines manufactured in Italy, which produces bespoke units to
the customer’s specifications.”
Amber was able to specify three units in a configuration of her
choice – effectively every automated machine is unique. “The great
thing is that we can add extra units to meet our requirements in the
future,” said Amber.
“But the most important aspect for us is that everything we offer is
British, preferably from Kent, and ideally from the Marsh. We get our
veg-boxes from Rye, farmed quails’ eggs from Warehorne, honey
from Kenardington, duck eggs form Headcorn, potatoes from
Brookland and juices from Tonbridge.”
A popular addition to the farm shop’s stock is the range of milk-
shakes made from Honeychild’s own pasteurised milk in strawberry,
banana and chocolate flavour, which are sure to become a firm
favourite with customers.

At £30,000, the move to a cashless automated farm shop is a huge
investment, but as many businesses are now appreciating, this is
the way of the world and people are using cash much less,
especially over the last few months.
The system is no more complicated than a self-checkout at a
supermarket – you simply select what you want to buy from the
product display, pay with your contactless card, and the appropriate
door for the goods will open for you to take. Amber still has a card-
reading machine as a standby,
in the unlikely event of the
machine’s malfunction.
Farmers are clearly having to
diversify to survive, and finding
new ways to sell their produce to
customers in a 21st century
world. For Amber, Facebook is
the key medium for customers to
have up-to-date news about the
products available at the shop. A
look at the page last week would
have revealed the range of
goodies for sale for the
weekend, when special treats
are also available to tempt the
palate. On offer were carrot cake from the Coffee Lounge in
Dymchurch; venison sausages, wood-smoked bacon; vegetable
boxes, selected cuts from the farms renowned 10kg beef boxes, and
of course milkshakes. ‘Mrs Furnival’s (now legendary) ‘Rocky Road
Bites’ also make an appearance as an extra special treat - at the
hefty price of an estimated “one million calories”!
You can pre-order and pay in advance for your goods here (or call
07967 589522) - the farm is now taking orders for Christmas on the
Facebook page, and you will need to collect your order from the
farm shop. However, the personal touch is far from being abandoned
as Amber will be available most of the time, with the shop open from
8am-8pm, seven days a week.
“This has been a bad year for farmers, with extreme weather
conditions, the pandemic and uncertainty about a potential ‘no-deal’
Brexit’,” says Amber.

But it looks like Honeychild Farm has taken a step into the future by
providing customers with high quality local farm produce in an easily
accessible way. The farm’s Facebook page can be found by
searching for ‘Honeychild Major Farm Dairy’. The farm is signposted
about a mile from the centre of St. Mary in the Marsh.

A year that
began with high
hops and beer
delight

The idea of a locally and sustainably
produced community beer had its seed sown
in the summer of 2018 during the Hythe
Festival, as a Hythe Environmental
Community Group project. The proposal was
to create a team of interested people from
the local community who might want to grow
hops and turn them into beer. Anyone could
take part, even if it was growing just one hop
plant in a pot on a patio or balcony.
A steering committee was set up in
December of that year, and 70 members
signed up to plant 132 hops, which were
harvested in October 2019, resulting in
31.5kg of hops. Two local micro-breweries
joined the project, Hop Fuzz at the Riverside
Craft Centre in West Hythe, and Range Ales
in Lympne, who brewed a light ale called
HopBuzz and a malty darker ale, Hythe
Green, respectively.

Thirty casks of community green hop beer
were consequently enjoyed around the
district, including pubs who had grown their
own hops such as The Fountain, Prince of
Wales, Three Mariners, The White Hart, and
Custom Folkestone on the Harbour Arm. A
fantastic £1,300 was raised for the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, which is
working so hard locally to improve habitats
for these important pollinators. To round off
the hop year, a celebration party was held in
Hythe where a barrel of each of the new
brews were enjoyed (and which at least one
member of The Looker party will not forget!).
So how did the project progress this year
with all its peculiar twists and turns?
Hythe Hops Project Manager, George Kirby
provided an exclusive update for The Looker

on the efforts of the community hop growers,
and 2020’s resulting harvest.
“Following an excellent first season, we
hoped to grow the community, and so
continued to encourage new members.
Come mid-March this year we had 195 hops
in the ground, up from last year’s 125, and
the number of growing plots had risen from
53 to 95 – our enthusiasm is (just a little)

infectious. With 71.2kg of hops harvested,
this was more than double the amount in
2019. Happily, our growers also include an
increasing number of local pubs, who see
the value in being part of the story at both
ends! We also grew geographically, and
now have a bigger presence across Romney
Marsh, from West Hythe, through
Dymchurch and Burmarsh to Lydd.
The growing season was challenging! We
did worry about the hops surviving the dry
spell, but our growers are keen and did their
best to nurture their plants. As before,
sadly some did not survive or struggled to
produce a harvest, but that is unavoidable
in any growing project. This year we split our
harvest across two days, which allowed us
to collect hops at their best, rather than
expect all plants to be ready at the same
time. Growers diligently harvested and then
delivered to a central address for logging
and bagging up. The variation in
“productivity” by hop plants is extraordinary;
nothing as simple as plant age can explain it.
The most productive produced over 2kg of
cones, whilst the smallest contributions were
a few grammes; but every little helps!
Half of our harvest was sent to HopFuzz
Brewery straightaway, to brew ‘HopBuzz
Green Hop Ale’ which was once again
extremely well received in pubs locally.
Hukins Hops in Tenterden kindly dried the
remaining harvest, which will be used by our
new partner, Docker Brewery. Their first

brew with our hops is due shortly, with
further brews through to next summer.
We are very proud that several local pubs
remained part of our community – The
Fountain, The Three Mariners, The Prince of
Wales – and even more delighted that The
Ship Inn and the Hidden Treasure micropub
in Dymchurch joined the scheme. We hope
to encourage more to join us…and certainly
they tell us they enjoy it:
“It was great fun growing our own plant and
then selling beer made with those hops. The
HopBuzz ale went down a treat with
customers – always good to have a story to
tell!” said Andy at The Hidden Treasure.
And Maggie at The Fountain said: “We have
thoroughly enjoyed planting and watching
the hops grow and then harvesting them. It
has been nothing but a pleasure and the end

product is a delightful traditional experience.”
One frustration keenly felt is the lack of
social activity this year, for
understandable reasons, but Zoom has
brought our growers together virtually to
enjoy a beer tasting and quiz. Hopefully
more normal social life will be possible
next season – Cheers!”
The great thing about this project is that
members don’t need a huge garden or lots
of space. The project team is now well
established to provide as much help as
members need – and they may even have
some beer out of it at the end of the day.
Everybody’s hops are pooled at the brewery
and used to make a local brew. The more
hops, the more beer – so every contribution,
however small, will help to provide the
community with a distinctive and unique
local brew.
For more info:
www.hytheenvironmental.community/hythe-
community-hop-farm/
To sign up with Hythe Hops next year: email
hythe.hops@gmail.com.
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The Fountain Review
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Government announces extra
£610,000 for Folkestone &
Hythe
Folkestone & Hythe District Council is to benefit from an extra
£610,000 in funding announced by the Government.

Councils have nationally received £6.4 billion in additional direct
support since April.

People living and working in Folkestone and Hythe will benefit after
Folkestone & Hythe District Council was given a share of £900
million in additional Government funding for local councils. The
money will be used locally to help the Council cover coronavirus-
related costs, and ensure it has the resources needed to keep
providing key services as it battles the coronavirus pandemic. It
means Folkestone & Hythe District Council has now received £2.19
million in direct extra support from the Government since the start of
the pandemic.

Meanwhile, Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh will benefit from a
share of a further £100 million established to support Council-run
leisure centres across the country, which are proving key to helping
the health and well-being of people in the area. The new funding
means local councils will have £1bn extra in funding this winter to
help maintain vital services.

Damian Collins MP said the Government support is proving crucial to
people living in Folkestone and Hythe as it means the District
Council can continue to provide the essential services needed: “The
£610,000 announced today is hugely welcome and will ease financial
pressures on Folkestone & Hythe District Council, ensuring it is able
to continue providing vital local services this winter. Just like we said
we would stand behind people whose jobs are at risk – with over
£200 billion so far to project jobs, incomes and businesses
throughout and beyond this pandemic – this Conservative
Government is keeping its promise to local authorities and ensuring
they have the resources they need to continue supporting people.”

The funding has not been ring-fenced, meaning local leaders will be
able to determine how to spend the additional funding in order to
best protect public health, local vulnerable people and the running of
vital services. In total, over £4.6 billion of the £6.4 billion in additional
government funding made available to councils has not been ring-
fenced, reflecting the Government’s view that local authorities are
best placed to determine local priorities.

This is the fourth announcement of extra direct support for local
authorities since the start of the pandemic. It forms part of an
unprecedented package of support for councils, which also includes
up to £465 million through the new Local Alert Level system, £300
million to support Test and Trace and £30 million for enforcement and
compliance. Councils can also claim funding through a
compensation scheme for lost income from sales, fees and charges
and further additional support will be made available to areas placed
under Tier 3 restrictions.

Communities Secretary Robert Jenrick MP said: “Since the start of
the pandemic, we have backed local councils with the funding they
need to support their communities, protect vital services and recover
lost income. This extra £1 billion funding will ensure that councils
have the resources that they need over the winter and continue to
play an essential role on the front line of our response to the virus
while protecting the most vulnerable and supporting local
businesses.”

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden MP said: “It's vital that we keep
ourselves fighting fit through the winter months and local authority
leisure centres are crucial to this. This £100 million fund will help
keep leisure centres across the country open. I urge leisure centres
to bid for the money and people to make the most of these precious
local facilities.”

Yvonne and Pete
serve their last
cuppa
After many years of serving breakfasts, lunches and afternoon teas,
Yvonne and Peter Butterworth have decided that they are due a
well-deserved retirement.
So The Looker team had their last breakfast at The Coach House in
New Romney on Saturday morning, the last day under its current
ownership.
But do not worry, the doors will only be shut for a short time as the
new owners will be taking over very soon!
The coffee shop has proved to be a popular stop off point for
thousands of cyclists on Sunday mornings, and the sight of lycra
clad cyclists, clip clopping in their special cleated cycling shoes
along the passage way was common place.
The coffee shop has also been a popular meeting place for groups
who used to congregate on their regular tables for catch ups,
including ex power station workers and nursing staff. And for those
who have been up and about first thing, many a morning finding out
what all the local news was, from Les. (The editor once made the
mistake of sitting at ‘his’ table as he arrived earlier, to be greeted
with looks of disapproval and people stating “ooooh that’s Les’s
seat!”)
As well as The Coach House, the couple also started the very
successful Butterworth’s Deli, with a ‘Cook’ concession, in the High
Street. A must for quality, ready-made meals.

The couple are retiring to Hampshire for a fresh and relaxing take
on life.
The Looker would like to thank the Butterworths, for being keen
supporters of the local community, and of course the job
opportunities they have created for people in the area.

Happy Retirement, from The Looker

CAMRA
provides
snapshot of
best pub
pints

by Andrew South
A number of hostelries in our district
have been recognised for the excellence
of their beers in the Campaign for Real
Ale’s ‘Good Beer Guide 2021’.
The bible for the keenest and choosiest of
hop-based tipples was published last week
and has built a reputation as the most
reliable guide to the best of the best of
British pubs, and in particular the way they
keep and serve their beers. The Guide has
been published every year since 1974
Five pubs have been recommended in
Folkestone. The recently-extended
Bouverie Tap is a first-time entry to the
Guide which it says serves drink early "for
those who like a hair of the dog with their
breakfast".
The Firkin Alehouse in Cheriton Place is a
re-entry and landlord Neil King recognised
what a tough year this has been for pubs.
“We’ve adapted with things like delivery

and takeaways, but its great to be
recognised for what we do,” he said.
A venue which has become something of
an icon not only for its choice of beverage,
but also for its atmosphere and music
events is The Chambers, with a spacious
cellar bar with six handpumps beneath a
licensed coffee shop at street level.
On the other side of town, the East Cliff
Tavern is described as a "friendly terraced
back-street pub" which dated from 1862
and has been in the same family since
1967.
Kipps’ Alehouse at the top of the Old High
Street, is another venue which has a
growing reputation for excellent
atmosphere, serving real ale directly from
the cask, although some food is served
and live music is occasionally staged.
Hythe is surely
under-represented
in the Guide with
only the Three
Mariners making it
to the hallowed
pages. It is
described as “a
traditional corner
two-bar pub not far
from the Royal
Military Canal” and
is praised for the
"excellent quality
and selection of
real ales and cider"
on offer.
Sandgate too has
only one entry -
the Inn
Doors micropub
makes a return to
this year's Guide.

“A cosy setting is the perfect place to
sample the beers brewed by landlord Gary
at the Four”, says the Guide.
“The one thing about the British pub that
separates us, is real ale,” says Michelin
Chef and broadcaster Tom Kerridge in the
foreword to the Guide. “Our brewing
heritage varies from region to region. The
passion and the heart and soul that goes
into brewing is equal to the top wine makers,
distillers, cheese makers, bakers, artisan
chocolatiers or any other craft-led hospitality
producer. It is something we should be very
proud of……”
We look forward to the 2022 edition of the
Guide which will most likely feature pubs
serving the sumptuous brews from Hythe
Hops (featured on page 15)!

Three Mariners, Hythe
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Scotney Court –
a farm for the
future or a relic
of the past?

by Andrew South

The vast majority of Romney Marsh is
rural, consisting of farms and populated
by villages, hamlets and isolated homes.
We thought it was time to start reflecting
some of the stories behind the farming
community which makes the Marsh the
wonderful place it is.

I began with a visit to Scotney Court Farm
on Walland Marsh between Lydd and
Camber, which has been farmed by Simon
Ashworth since 1984 after his father
became a tenant farmer there in 1944.
“I just love what I do, and knew from early on
that all I wanted to do was farm the land that
my father had worked on for 40 years,” Simon
told me, as we surveyed his property by foot
and truck. “I am not a ‘normal farmer’, as I am
an advocate of doing as much for wildlife as
possible.”
This was immediately apparent at our first
stop, where flocks of tree sparrows and
finches took to the air from the wildflower
margins of an arable field. These sparrows
have declined in numbers since the 1970s by
a whopping 93 per cent, but what Simon is
doing here is helping the species and many
farmland species. The farm covers 675
hectares – about 1,670 acres , much of it
Sites of Speial Scientific Interested- and is
rented from All Souls College in Oxford.
“I have florally enhanced these margins for 28
years and there are more tree sparrows here

than you can shake a stick at! I have ten of
the 11 red listed farmland species here on the
farm, including corn buntings, skylarks,
lapwings and yellowhammer.”
Simon provides a six-metre margin of wild
plants which provide both food and cover,
especially in winter. But what he is doing at
Scotney Court goes beyond what is required
of him by a scheme which encourages
farmers to take their wildlife into account, the
Countryside Stewardship Scheme.
“I have to provide a minimum of ten hectares
of winter food crops for birds but I have 13
and a half here, for good measure.
“Inside the six-metre margin we have grass
which we keep under-nourished so that
wildflowers can thrive [they tend to prefer
poor quality soils] and beyond the grass we
have a further seven metres of wild plants –
we have nearly five acres of planting which is
vital for winter bird feeding in this field, and
around the farm we have 80 acres.
“We spread these bird food crops around the
farm as it is important that they only have a
short distance to travel between feeding sites
– every flight uses precious energy.”
The reasons for dramatic population declines
in species such as turtle doves, grey
partridges and lapwing are complex, but are
the result of a wide range of contributory
factors which emanate from the changes in
farming practices over the last few decades.
Increasing use of effective pesticides, field
drainage, the loss of mixed farming, a move
to increased field sizes in favour of
production, and climate change are all taking
their toll, but it is perhaps the loss of winter
stubble which has arguably had the most
impact, with farmers sowing in the autumn.
“At Scotney Court, we are providing excellent
cover for birds over the winter with plants
such as campion, alsike, birdsfoot trefoil,
lady’s bedstraw and several types of clover
which are really important for winter food.
These areas will also be full of all kinds of
bugs and insects as well,” says Simon. “We
re-seed with wild plants every two or three

years – spiders in particular love it!
“Providing winter bird food and cover really
works, but it is getting farmers to do it,” he
adds. “The incentive payments I receive from
the Stewardship Scheme will only cover costs
of rent for the land, water rates for drainage
and so on.”

Which is the nub of the issue.
Farms like Scotney Court and the network of
fantastic nature reserves – from local wildlife
sites to National Nature Reserves - are in
danger of becoming wildlife oases in an
otherwise barren landscape dedicated solely
to food production and profit. Unless these
sites are linked to provide safe corridors to
allow wildlife populations to expand, whether
they are hedgerows, waterways or even
roadside verges, then those who are trying to
maintain a vibrant and productive countryside
are fighting a losing battle.
In order to conserve our wildlife the concept
of landscape-scale planning which takes into
account built development, open space,

wildlife and people, as endorsed by organisations such as the RSPB
and Wildlife Trusts, has gained traction in recent years. But all the
parties involved in planning and managing the 80 per cent of the UK’s
land surface which is countryside need to work together to make it
happen.
“It tends to be the smaller farms who are the ones doing things for
wildlife,” says Simon. “I don’t think the bigger farmers are interested in
Stewardship because it’s small compensation and there’s no money
to be made out of it. And you can get punished if you fail to meet your
Scheme agreements.
“But I try not to be
monocultural – I like to
have colour in the
countryside. We have
1,600 Romney ewes in
two flocks with one
lambing early in January.
And we have 150 beef
cattle too, including
Limousin and Charolais
breeds.
“Half of our winter wheat
goes to Allied Bakeries to
make English bread, or
for breakfast cereals like
Weetabix. And there will
be no-one in England
who hasn’t tasted our
potatoes – we produce
4,000 tonnes of them and
provide Walkers with 25
per cent of their
production!”
But what else does the farm produce in terms of its wildlife?
Some might – quite literally – blanche at the thought of the medicinal
leech which was once prized for its perceived ability to suck out the
‘bad blood’ which caused illness, presumably leaving the good stuff
behind. But this particular quality has been its downfall, and they were
exported to America and Europe in their tens of millions. They are
now fully protected from habitat damage under the 1981 Wildlife &
Countryside Act, but are particularly fussy about the quality of water
they inhabit. Naturally they flourish in Scotney Court’s fresh water.
“We are so lucky on the Marsh to have good, clear fresh water,” says
Simon. “If you dig down you will find fresh water – we have built three
new ditches over the last ten years to access the natural water
supply.”
Fresh water is one of the reasons why the leeches have flourished not
just here, but on other sites on the Marsh including the RSPB reserve

at Dungeness. Bees too, are recognised here for their pollination role
with two productive bee-hives. Moths too, are recognised for the
value of their nocturnal pollinating activities.
A new era of environmental legislation is about to dawn for farmers to
get their collective heads around, as Brexit means an end to
subsidies from the Common Agricultural Policy. The new
Environmental Land Management (ELM) scheme is due to have its
full roll-out in 2024 and aims to provide a way of achieving the goals
of the 25-year Environmental Plan and commitment to net zero
emissions by 2050, while supporting the rural economy. The scheme
means farmers and other land managers may be paid for delivering
environmental benefits including clean air; clean water; thriving
plants and wildlife; protection from environmental hazards; beauty,
heritage and engagement with the environment; and reduction of and
adaptation to climate change.
It is difficult to assess how this can be delivered and monitored as
budgets and staff of the statutory agencies such as Natural England
and the Environment Agency have consistently suffered severe cuts
over the last ten years. The National Trust, RSPB and Wildlife Trusts
have provided a cautious response for policy-makers on the ELM
and the key factor will be to ensure that funding is continued at least
to current CAP levels.
“I worry about the future of British farming,” says Simon. “I am wary
about the consultation period of the ELM, but for me I want to look
after our environment and I want to leave it better for future
generations.”
Only time will tell, but for now, you can see the benefits for yourself
as Simon is happy to welcome walkers, cyclists and birdwatchers to
enjoy the farm’s wonderful efforts.

Yellowhamer

Simon Ashworth

A field set aside for wildlife
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Photo s̒ John: Wimble & John Harmer

Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

Top: The Sound Mirrors at Greatstone, also known as the listening ears, were constructed in the late 1920s to detect enemy aircraft
approaching over the Channel. They were never used.

Bottom: Lydd Club Day was first held in 1869. It ceased in the 1930s but it started again in 1947 when it was recreated for the film
‘The Loves of Joanna Godden’, and it has been held ever since except for 2020.

Once in a generation
Hythe book launched

by Andrew South
Many books have been produced about the unique history of
Romney Marsh and its coastal towns going back centuries, but
now a new paperback sets out to capture some of the more
memorable changes - over just half a lifetime, in fact.
In the mid-1980s, Sandgate resident Rob Sissons took some
photographs of well-known places in Hythe, and wondered how
those sites might look today.
“I was asked to take the original photographs by the owner of a
business I was working for to promote language courses for French
students,” Rob told me. “When lockdown occurred this year, I came
across those old images taken on my 35mm camera, mostly in 1985
and some in 1987.

“I thought it would be interesting to compare the subjects of those
pictures with how they look today – or even if they were still there!”.
A total of 38 original sites were re-photographed in May by Rob, and
the result is a wonderful collection of comparative images produced
in the book published this week, entitled 35 Years of Hythe.
This is the third self-published book by Rob, following local success
with A Coachload of Chaos and A Single Track Obsession. The
collection is sure to be popular both with long-term residents of the
area as well as more recent arrivals. So what were the main
differences which the book highlights?
“The big surprise was how many of the trees had grown, making the
area look much greener!”, said Rob. “What were saplings back in the
1980s are now well-developed trees, some obscuring the original

subject! I also noticed how many more cars were parked in the
streets, although this could have been more to do with people
working from home at that time.”
One of the most graphic changes was what remains of Betty’s
Restaurant, a popular Hythe eatery, across Prospect Road from the
Red Lion Hotel. In a later incarnation, it was destroyed by fire and
the site still remains boarded up. Pubs also have changed – today
more renowned for their food than for their drinks offering – and
outlets such as Griggs the fishmonger and Crunden’s the
greengrocer have gone.

With a keen interest in local history, Rob enjoyed a 30-year career
with Saga, planning tours, writing itineraries and working for the
cruise division. He is now a qualified Blue Badge Tour Guide.
The book, which represents a fascinating record of Hythe’s not-too-
distant past will be available from Sweet Memories & The Looker
shop (next door to Iceland in the High Street); Colin’s Coins & Books
in the Malthouse Arcade; Ideas in the High Street and other local
outlets, although you can also order it online from:
www.sites.google.com/view/robsissons or by e-mailing:
robsissons@btinternet.com.



That’s Entertainment
By Vince Shell

With the sad news that Cineworld has decided to temporarily close
its doors, I’ve decided to give the reviews a miss this time and
instead reflect on the cinema industry and the perilous state it has
been left in due to Covid-19. So please indulge me.

The decision to postpone, until next year, a number of high profile
films such as the new Bond film 'No Time To Die' has led to most of
the cinema chains prematurely closing their doors. Post lockdown
has seen a sharp decline in audiences as a lack of blockbusters
and a fear of covid have led to the decision to close the cinemas
again. How long they stay closed is unknown at present but surely
the cinemas will ride out the virus and come bouncing back, I
certainly hope so.

Once upon a time we could go to the cinema and know that the film
we were watching wouldn’t hit the TV screens for at least a year.
Then came VHS and Betamax followed by DVD and Blu-Ray and
with each format the transfer between big screen and small screen
became shorter even to the point of the ‘straight to dvd’
phenomenon. Now with a multitude of streaming services available
such as Sky TV, Now TV, Disney, Netflix, Amazon, to name a few,
we have seen new releases by-pass the big screen and go straight
to the small screen, Mulan and Bloodshot, to name but two. We
must also bear in mind that technology has given us an enhanced
home viewing experience with 65+ inch TV’s supplemented with
state of the art sound systems and sound bars the order of the day
you could argue “Do we need the cinema?”

The answer to this is easy, of course we do. Any experience the
living room can offer cannot be topped by the big screen and I can
offer you several examples.

A quick trip down memory lane and my first cinema experience
takes me to the ABC Cinema in Camberwell on a Saturday
morning. Clutching my
bag of sweets in one
hand and a sixpence in
my other hand, I would
hand over said coin for a
morning of unbridled
excitement. The ABC
even gave us our own
song, which we would all
raucously sing/shout,
thankfully volume was the
all important factor,
singing in tune wasn’t.
Maybe this was where
Gareth Malone
formulated a plan to
mould choirs, after speaking to an older relative. The song went as
follows and I have to admit I had to google the lyrics.

We are the boys and girls well known as

Minors of the ABC

And every Saturday we line up

To see the films we like

And shout aloud with glee

We love to laugh and have a sing-song

Just a happy crowd are we

We’re all pals together We’re minors of the ABC

What followed next were Laurel and Hardy shorts (to this day I still
love Stan and Ollie) Abbott and Costello, Batman and Zorro
cartoons, westerns and the legendary BFI (British Film Industry)
films that gave actors such as Dennis Waterman, Keith ‘Cheggers'
Chegwin, Michael Crawford, Phil Collins, Susan George and
legendary child actor Jack Wild, their film debuts. Unlike today’s
expectations, turn your phone off please and don’t rustle your
sweet wrappers, we were encouraged to shout and cheer on the
goodies and boo the baddies. Audience participation was
demanded and at times the noise was deafening. But amongst the
chaos, friendships were made and I had my first date with a girl
called Lisa, even though I fancied her mate Christine. Unfortunately
the audiences dwindled and Saturday morning pictures was no
more, leaving future generations sadly deprived of the experience
of organised anarchy. I had however developed a love of the big
screen, one which continues to this day.

I continued my cinematic experiences with the ABC until we left
London for the slightly sedate and tranquil surroundings of Herne
Bay and the Cannon Cinema, which became my new haunt for
cinematic memories.

One of my earliest experiences of the Cannon was watching
'Quadrophenia' with a bunch of mates. I turned up at the Cannon in
a Fishtail Parka and Jam shoes and one of my mates couldn’t
believe how I managed to be wearing the same stuff as the cast.
This was 1979 and The Jam and Carnaby Street had more a huge
impact on an impressionable 16 year old.

Another memorable Cannon moment came from the horror film
‘Çarrie' I had already seen the film and managed to persuade some
mates to see it. I realised I was at an advantage having already
seen the ending, so decided to use it for my own amusement.

For those of you who have seen it you will know that there is an
extremely ‘jumpy' ending, set to an almost dream like sequence
involving a grave and a hand. At the exact moment the hand pops
out of the grave I grabbed my mates arm and while the rest of the
cinema let out a collection of screams and shrieks my mate stood
bolt upright and broke the tension when he let fly with a volley of
abuse that turned the air blue and questioned my parentage. How I
didn’t get a smack that night I’ll never know but the journey home
was interesting and I’ll leave it at that.

The cinema is a great place for first dates although the choice of
film can be a deal breaker. I had managed to talk my then girlfriend
Debbie into seeing the new George A. Romero Zombie flick ‘The
Dawn of the Dead’ now not only was this a horror film and a genre
that Debbie didn’t subscribe to, it was also extremely gory. The
early action sees the police breaking into a tenement and includes
a scene where a recently deceased husband takes a chunk out of
his startled wives neck. While this merely enhanced my viewing
pleasure (amazing effects from the genius that is Tom Savini)
Debbie decided she wanted to go home. An interesting dilemma for
me which gave me two options A) Go home, save the relationship
and come back another day with my mates or B) Let Debbie bury
her head into my arm for the rest of the film and bring the
relationship to a premature end….. All I will say is Dawn of the
Dead remains one of my favourite films of all time. A Zombie film
(Love the genre) that contains social commentary and strong black
leads.

So the possibility of losing the cinemas isn’t just about watching
new releases on a big screen. It’s about the loss of memories yet to
be made. The birthday trips that won’t be made. Those successful
dates that will lead to everlasting love (or not in some cases, sorry
Deb) and those magical cinematic moments that will live long in the
memory.

So please accept my apologies, no reviews this time but in the
words of Arnie: “Ï’ll be back”!
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Folkestone hits
European Top Ten
for remote workers

by Andrew South

This year by necessity has seen an
unprecedented rise in the proportion
of office workers continuing to work
from home, and the prestigious Condé
Nast Traveller Magazine has issued
the results of an in-depth survey of
the best places to work remotely in
Europe.
It may come as no surprise to some to
find that Folkestone has made it into the
European Top Ten locations where you
might “feel like you’re on holiday, while
you work from home”.
Report author, Anna Hart, ranked
Folkestone alongside the likes of
Budapest, Tenerife, Heidelburg, Sofia
and Cluj-Napoca in Romania. The only
other location in the UK which made the
select few was Aberystwyth in Wales,
which the report describes as ‘a vibrant
university town that has a bohemian vibe,
with vintage boutiques, wholefoods cafés and
organic restaurants, and a healthy live music
scene by night’.
Condé Nast Traveller was launched in 1997
and has been at the vanguard of a new
age of exploration and luxury travel. The
magazine’s influence extends across
every type of media platform including
books and events. Targeting an audience
of the influential and curious, it describes
itself as ‘the ultimate luxury travel brand’.
“Some cities have an established a co-working

scene where freelancers immediately feel
supported in a network of cafés,” says Ms.
Hart in her report. “Other destinations offer
lifestyle gains such as spectacular hiking or
surfing, and yet others are ambition-firing
hotbeds of culture and creativity.”
That Folkestone is among such illustrious
company is perhaps testimony to the efforts
made by organisations like the Creative
Quarter and the Harbour Development
Company.
Journalist Anna Hart, a renowned travel and
culture writer with a regular weekend column
in the Daily Telegraph, also writes for The
Guardian, GQ and Vogue. So what was it that
set Folkestone aside from all the other coastal
towns who might lay claim to this particular
recognition.
“I think the town has been pioneering in recent
years in its efforts to attract young creative
individuals – those millennials who are digital
nomads,” she told me in between travels from

her home in Margate. “I have been really
impressed with how welcoming the town has
been to the creative sector, particularly those
from London, and transport to the capital is
now excellent.
“Having access to being outdoors has also
been a major issue this year in terms of health
and well-being, and Folkestone provides that
as a coastal destination, which is something
that would really appeal to the Condé Nast
magazine readership.”
The other European destinations which
appear in the Top Ten are Marseille, Heilsinki
and Ericeira in Portugal.
The report finds that Folkestone ‘has recently
emerged as one of the UK’s most creative
hotspots, with an arty, hip vibe as well as a
grand seaside heritage’. It singles out Creative
Folkestone and the Roger de Haan Charitable
Trust for their support for artists and retailers
and the provision of affordable studio space.
“For creative remote workers who require
easy access to London, but crave a beachy,
more relaxed existence for a few months,
Folkestone ticks all the boxes,” says the
report.
District Council Cabinet Member for the
Economy, David Wimble, was effusive in his
welcome for Folkestone’s position as one of
the best places in Europe to work remotely.
“The Council has provided a lot of support for
businesses whose staff have had to work from
home, including the www.folkestone.works
website,” he said, “and I think this will be the
new norm in the future, with more businesses
moving away from expensive premises and
encouraging staff to work from home.
“But we have to accept that employees miss
the ‘water cooler moments’ and the social
interaction of team-working, so there is a
balance to be made in the future of business
structures.”

Nail Cutting - Corns - Callus
Verruca - Cracked Heels

Thickened Nail / Correction
Fungal Nail Treatment - Ingrowing / Involuted

Graham Seath: 07541 365670
Email: foothealthcare@yahoo.co.uk

Sarahjayne Seath: 07454 050100
Email: sseath1970@gmail.com

Diabetic Trained & Insured Practice: 01797 369242

Foot
Health Care

By Graham & Sarahjayne
VisitingRegisteredFoot HealthPractitioners

Members: British Association of Foot Health Professionals
British Chiropody & Podiatry Association (MCFHP - MAFHP)

Dash for Pebbles
Café on re-opening

by Andrew South
The popular Pebbles Dementia Café is to re-commence its much-
needed morning gatherings for clients and carers from next Thursday,
November 12th.
The Café offers a safe and supportive environment for socialising to those
living with dementia, their carers and friends, encouraging their shared
experiences and helping facilitate community support for living well.
“We are of course taking every precaution in the current circumstances,”
Café co-ordinator Wendy Richley told me, “but we realise how important it is
for our clients – and their supporters – to get out again, some of whom
haven’t been out since March.”
The Dementia Café will
be open for business
from 10.30am to 12pm
at the lovely new St.
Peter’s Church Hall in
Roberts Road,
Greatstone on the
second and fourth
Thursday of each
month. It had to close in
March this year – along
with everything else –
because of the
pandemic. The following
meeting is planned for
November 26th.
“We are meeting in a Covid-secure environment and also undertaking
various Covid-secure checks on arrival and departure,” adds Wendy.
For further information, contact Wendy on 07880 704049, or e-mail:
wendyrichley@gmail.com
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Looker Letters
Stay healthy - Stay happy

In the madness that has become the year originally known as 2020
we have had to drastically change our lifestyles. Stay in, go out.
Eat out, be in by 10. Take exercise and fresh air, wear a face
covering. These have been testing times but equally as important
as avoiding the virus, keeping a healthy mind is priority.

My own personal ‘leisure’ activities have been decimated by the
virus. A brief return to the cinema, post lockdown, was soon cut
short due to dwindling audiences and a lack of blockbusters being
released. I have to say that the whole experience was tainted by
the necessity to wear a mask but difficult times call for desperate
measures. So while my film and TV reviews now come from the
comfort of 'Chez Shell’ where dress is very informal and reviews
are occasionally conducted under the influence of a glass or two of
wine - okay, I confess, the whole bottle. I still long for a trip to the
cinema.

Then there is the other passion in my life, Millwall FC. I have been
a season ticket holder for as long as I can remember and after a
long and sometimes difficult week at work there is no better way of
letting off steam than 'venting my spleen' at the New Den on a
Saturday. For those of you who prefer your viewing via the
armchair then you won’t realise the full experience that a match
day can offer.

The match day can offer a variety of experiences, none of which
are guaranteed. The euphoric last minute winner or the thrashing of
your local neighbours sit uncomfortably alongside the boring 0-0
draw or demoralising defeat to your bogey side. Each offers up a
different range of emotions and can make or break your weekend
but still we go through it and optimism and pessimism stand side by
side waiting to take a step forward.

While the game of football is the main reason for turning up there
are other reasons for putting yourselves through 90 minutes of
ecstasy or pain or in some cases both, it does happen. There is the
atmosphere, the camaraderie, the fresh air, not to mention
expanding your vocabulary, it’s a great place to learn news words
and phrases. Being a season ticket holder you sit in the same seat
as do the others around you and over the years we have all
become like an extended family and ours is a family that has
laughed, sung, shouted and cried together. We have lost members
of the family over the years and we have mourned their losses.
Millwall are the glue that binds us together but we are a family.

Sadly the family cannot be together in person and we are reduced
to watching the Lions on I-Follow while in a group chat. It is a sad
imitation to the real thing but nevertheless we have been able to
preserve our 3pm Saturday meet albeit via the Internet. While The
New Den is currently out of bounds we all realised that the match
day experience and all its benefits is one that needed continuing
even a watered down version.

The idea of all work and no play would have had a detrimental
effect on my well-being so I was determined to try to keep a healthy

balance between the two. I find that my writing helps to stimulate
my creative side and my watered down match day experience
keeps me in touch with my extended family. I also have a dog and
during lockdown the daily walks kept me, my wife and my dog fit
and healthy, as well as discovering new walks. So how are you
coping especially with the cold nights drawing in?

Now is a great time to discover new walks and different sights.
Maybe even try a new hobby, learn to play a musical instrument
(the bass is easy) discover your artistic side and possibly make
some extra money. Have you ever thought about learning a new
language or take an on-line course. My wife has been learning BSL
(British Sign Language) and has started her own social media
page. There are lots of organisations looking for volunteers to help
out, what better than a position that is rewarding as well. The list
really is endless and the benefits too.

It really is essential that during these times we maintain a healthy
mind and body and maybe learn a new skill. Social media makes
contact easy and while I have my wife as company there are lots of
people isolated and lonely. I have to admit I find the sense of
community spirit uplifting and I hope that this continues long after
the virus has gone. There is a light at the end of the tunnel and I
hope to see you at the other end, stronger, fitter and healthier.

Stay safe - stay healthy - stay safe

Vinny Shell

Just a bit of Fun.....
Dear Tech Support,

Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend to Husband and noticed a
distinct slowdown in overall system performance, particularly in the
flower and jewellery applications, which operated flawlessly under
Boyfriend.

In addition, Husband uninstalled many other valuable programmes,
such as Romance and Personal Attention and then installed
undesirable programs such as Rugby , Football, Sailing and
Continuous TV. Conversation no longer runs, and Housecleaning
simply crashes the system. I've tried running Nagging to fix these
problems, but to no avail.

What can I do?

Signed, Desperate

Dear Desperate,

First keep in mind, Boyfriend is an Entertainment Package, while
Husband is an Operating System. Please enter the command:
'http: I Thought You Loved Me.html' and try to download Tears.

Don't forget to install the Guilt update. If that application works as
designed, Husband should then automatically run the applications
Jewellery and Flowers, but remember - overuse of the above
application can cause Husband to default to Grumpy Silence,
Garden Shed or Beer. Beer is a very bad program that will
download the Snoring Loudly Beta.

Whatever you do, DO NOT install Mother-in-law (it runs a virus in
the background that will eventually seize control of all your system
resources). Also, do not attempt to reinstall the Boyfriend program.
These are unsupported applications and will crash Husband.

In summary, Husband is a great system, but it does have limited
memory and cannot learn new applications quickly. It also tends to
work better running one task at a time. You might consider buying
additional software to improve memory and performance. We
recommend Food and Hot Lingerie.

Good Luck,

Tech Support

A meeting of poetry and
music celebrates Kent
landscape
A collaboration between poet Nancy Gaffield and musical
group The Drift has resulted in an original celebration of the
Kentish landscape, from the High Weald to the sea at
Dungeness.
Entitled Wealden, the new
work matches Nancy’s
poetic words to the
atmosphere and rhythm of
The Drift’s music, and will be
released by Long Barrow
Press on November 10th on
CD with accompanying
pamphlet.
“I walked from the High
Weald to Dungeness where
much of the land is only a
few hundred years old
formed by shingle and silt
thrown up by storms,” says
Nancy. “This same
landscape may only last for
another few hundred years, as the sea level continues to rise.
“Wealden deals with the strata – geological, cultural and historical –
that have been laid down over the course of one brief millennium,
and considers the imminence of the sea reclaiming it all. The
history of the Weald and the marshes is microcosmic of global
patterns of human history and of climate change.”
The music and the poetry were composed in tandem – the music
re-worked to underscore the evolving verse, the poetry revised in
response to the rhythm of the music.
The work was originally performed at the Words & Music Festival at
Rolvenden Layne last year, but this release will give everyone the
opportunity to enjoy this unique blend of words and music.
The Drift consisting of Darren Pilcher, Rob Pursey and Amelia
Fletcher describe themselves as an “unconventional musical group
creating semi-improvised music inspired by the landscape around
them – the marshes and dense woodlands of rural Kent.”

For the musos amongst you, the bass guitar provides the anchor,
while harmoniums, melodicas and violin deliver the melodies.
Underneath it all, textures and rhythms are derived from loops of
sounds sampled from the local
environment – the soft rattle of sea
shingle, the delicate crackle of dried
reeds and the smooth rush of ferns.
Which makes it all sound like a
unique musical experience to
indulge yourself in, rather than just
something to listen to when you’re
doing the ironing.
Further information and order details
for the Wealden CD and pamphlet
are available at:
www.longbarrowpress.com, while
digital audio recordings are available
from www.skepwax.bandcamp.com.
A video to accompany the third and
final section of the poem can be
found at: www.youtu.be/
BpzLpNU1TAU.

Our strange new Christmas
David, our editor, invited us to comment on the coming
Christmas, which is going to be the strangest, most of us have
ever experienced!

Our hearts bleed for the traders, but from a philosophical angle,
will it be good for us to rethink Christmas? The pandemic has
reminded us of what is really important in life - our loved ones,
friends and health and well-being. We are counting our blessings.
Even if life is a struggle at present, at least in this country, help
and support is available.

In some ways, Christmas has become a hysterical, obscene,
frenzy of consumerism, enjoyment supposedly depending on how
much you can spend! So far from the truth and reality. Christmas
stuff appeared in the shops in September. Many people make a
point, of not buying anything Christmassy until nearer the time.

You see all this glittery tatt around, and you wonder who is
buying it all. Everyone seems to have a box of deccys that comes
out every Christmas, and now that baubles are made of plastic,
they don’t break, like they used to. And lights are more reliable,
and there isn’t that awful moment when you plug in and find that
they don’t work! And tinsel never ages, just sheds! So, as
pensioners, we don’t anticipate having to buy any deccys for the
rest of our lives!!

And confectionary? Mountains of those boxes of celebrations and
heroes, appeared months ago. We all like a bit extra in

confectionary during Christmas, but unless you have an iron will,
they will get opened and eaten, and won’t be a novelty when
Christmas comes, and you will just hate yourself when you see
your expanding waistline. Don’t buy the extra stuff until nearer the
time.

The Christmas eating out food scene has always seemed like a
bit of con trick. Why does it cost twice as much to put on a nice
meal at Christmas? And why does it cost nearly twice as much to
put on exactly the same meal in the evening as at lunchtime? The
staff aren’t earning twice as much in the evening, or the fuel bill
isn’t increased by 50%! At one of my husband’s workplaces, we
had a very bad Christmas experience, and started to have a staff
meal in January. It was much more civilised, cheaper and more
enjoyable.

Looks like our gatherings may be limited to 6 this year. But you
can still have a lovely time, enjoying a super meal with your
family. You don’t have to be squashing 15 people into every nook
and cranny, to have a good Christmas dinner. Maybe we can
think quality over quantity this year. There is a lot of food wasted
at Christmas. Perhaps if we are only catering for 6 it will be easier
to be precise, and not buy lots of unnecessary extras. Remember
people only have a certain capacity, and if your tummy is full of
“A” there is no room left for “B” We all like a drink, but excess
alcohol only leads to unpleasantness!!

Present buying can be moderated. It is not necessary to spend
vast amount of money to buy a thoughtful present. Craft has had
a resurgence, so maybe make things, or buy local in our small
shops. Buy gradually, so the expense doesn’t come all at once.
There is a fallacy grown up that you have to go to Bluewater to
buy a decent present. Far from the truth. Sometimes adverts are
rude about traditional presents like hankies, socks and slippers.
They are often on the lists of menfolk in our family! In fact some
interesting High Streets have prospered at the expense of out of
town malls.

Best wishes as you prepare for our strange new Christmas.
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ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!

I f y ouhaveaBu lkLPGTankbut are not yet
a valued customer of ours –

isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has -or is about to expire,

contact us for a no obligationquote
and survey before winterstarts.
Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex

We do all the work for youwithoutcharge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.

bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470 675 Dave: 07970804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Kent’s High
Sheriff
recognises
efforts of Marsh
Hub

by Andrew South
In another time, this would have been a visit to celebrate, with a
huge gathering of volunteers, staff and clients of the Romney
Marsh Day Centre. But this year, the High Sheriff of Kent,
Remony Millwater, was welcomed sparsely by a selection of
representatives from the area’s key organisations, for her first
visit to the Marsh’s Community Hub.
The visit was to recognise the efforts of the Day Centre as a vital
lifeline during this year’s crisis, and the work of the staff and
volunteers who have
provided crucial service
during more normal times.
There was a slight sense
of sadness, as the
socially distanced
gathering took place in
the Day Room, which
would normally have been
full of people enjoying
lunches, playing games or
chatting over cups of tea.
So it was a naturally
restrained event, but an
opportunity for the High
Sheriff to meet those who
have been instrumental in
the running of the Centre,
such as Ivan Longbridge,
President and Karen
Leader, Chair of the
Trustees.
“Sadly, my Declaration
Service in April had to be
cancelled and invitations
to events and functions that would normally have arrived just dried
up,” Remony told me. “I had to make do with a Zoom event which
wasn’t quite the same!
“I have been to Romney Marsh several times now on visits hosted by
Romney Tweed and the Romney Marsh Historic Churches Trust
among others, and have to admit that I am very much starting to fall
in love with the area!”
[I was pleased to note that the coincidence of her name being an

anagram of ‘Romney’ had not been lost on Remony, which is the sort
of erudition one would expect of a High Sheriff!]
The role of High Sheriff goes back 1,100 years, with its first recorded
holder being Hamo de Crèvecoeur in the 1086 Domesday Book,
who happened to be William the Conqueror’s cousin, and owned
much of Kent. It is almost 40 years since The Viscountess Monckton
of Brenchley broke the ‘glass ceiling’ to become the first female
Sheriff of Kent, and many illustrious ladies have continued in her
footsteps – not least the current incumbent who carries the Sheriff’s
specially-made outfit with grace and stature. Although she is no
stranger to the High Sheriff title, as both her father and grandfather
also undertook the role.The Centre’s Chief Executive Officer and
Lead for the Community Support Hub was delighted that this event

was able to go ahead in its necessarily limited format.
“For me, this is recognition of how the communities have come
together across the Marsh, and I am really grateful for what people
have done,” he told me. “It goes back to when 25 key organisations
came together to work out our
emergency response – and I
know the High Sheriff was very
impressed with the work that
has gone on here over the last
six months with volunteer
cohesion and how everyone
has pulled together.
“And I know that Folkestone &
Hythe District Council has
been delighted with what the
three Community Hubs have
worked together.”
The event came at a time
when the District Council has
issued an appeal for new
volunteers for the Hubs, as
more people return to work
with the ending of the furlough
scheme and individual
situations change.
As District Councillor Patricia
Rolfe put it to me, what has
been done at the Centre “has
been an exemplar of what can
be achieved when forces for
good come together”, which
should be something for us all
to mull over and consider as
the future unknown unravels.

Community Hubs issue
appeal for new volunteers
The three Community Support Hubs set up by Folkestone &
Hythe District Council - which have been providing a vital lifeline
for many during the COVID-19 pandemic - are looking for more
volunteers.
The Looker has provided an insight into the fantastic work of the
Hubs operating from the Three Hills Sports Centre in Folkestone, Age
UK in Hythe, and the Romney Marsh Day Centre in New Romney
over the last few months, and it is apparent that they have all
provided a crucial community service during this extraordinary year.
More than 600 people responded to the initial call for help made in
March. Since then volunteers have been giving thousands of hours
helping those who were isolating in the district and had no family
members nearby to help.
The volunteers have been delivering hot meals, dropping off
shopping and collecting prescriptions. More recently they have

proved invaluable helping the organisations running the Hubs to
support those coping with loneliness.
But with more people going back to work, the Hubs are concerned
that fewer volunteers might mean a reduction in the help they can
offer. They also want to support those who need help, particularly
over the festive season and there is a particular need for drivers to
help with shopping deliveries.
“We were amazed and very grateful when so many people came
forward to help seven months ago,” Councillor Jenny Hollingsbee,
F&HDC Cabinet Member for Communities, told The Looker, “and
they have been truly wonderful in helping our district during this
pandemic.
“The organisations who set up the hubs with support from the District
Council have put in place some fantastic schemes to help their local
communities and they could not have done that without the hours
that the volunteers were happy to give.
“The number of volunteers is dwindling as more resume their jobs but
we hope that there may be those waiting in the wings who would be
able to give some time to enable this network of support to continue.”
One of the Folkestone volunteers said: “I joined later than most, after
months of being in lockdown with my family. Becoming a volunteer

has been such a rewarding
experience interacting with people
again, be it answering the ‘phone
and having a good chat, shopping
on their behalf or delivering
prescriptions - knowing I am helping
those more vulnerable and providing
that bit extra support for our
community as others return to work.”
Through the Emergency Assistance
Fund, the Council is supporting a
volunteer co-ordinator for the district
for three months through the Hythe
Hub. If you are able to spare some
time to help please fill in the form
online: www.forms.gle/
FT6HToCfDJzupz816 which is also
on the volunteering section of the
page on the Council website
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/community-
hub

Community Hub



Page 28 Page 29

Sports News
FOOTBALL
FA Vase
Lydd Town’s involvement in this trophy ended when they lost 4-2 at
Tooting Bec. It was 2-2 after full time but two late goals gave the
home side a passage into the next round.

Southern Counties 1st Division
Lydd Town had mixed fortunes recently in the league. At home
they lost 3-1 to a young Forest Hill Park side who put in a mature
performance to come away from the Marsh with all three points. The
visitors were two up before a penalty for Lydd was converted by Andy
Constable. Shortly afterwards, the visitors scored again to secure
the win.
The following week Lydd were away to Meridian VP and after a close
game, they just scraped home 3-2. The home side were two up half
way through the first half before Andy Constable pulled one back. It
looked likely a defeat for the Marsh side before Reece Blyth
equalised in the 85th minute and in the last minute of added time,
Andy Constable scored again to secure the three points for the
Lydders. They are currently tenth in the league.

Kent County League
New Romney had an up-and-down end of the month and suffered a
3-0 home defeat to Tudor Sports.
However, they are liking life on the road, securing another away
victory, this time against Borden by three goals to nil. Roy Godden,
Harry Linch and Wayne Rogers scored for New Romney and the
result keeps them fourth in the table.

New Romney Reserves managed a point in a 1-1 draw away to
Pilgrims but the following week lost 2-0 at home to Hildenborough
Athletic. That result leaves them second from bottom in Division
Three.

The New Romney Veterans lost again for the fourth time this
season, this time going down 6-1 at home to Anchorians Veterans
Reserves. Brian Lee scored their only goal.

Ashford Sunday League
Lydd Grasshoppers lost again in Division One of the Sunday
League, this time 6-0 away to Cheriton AFC who moved up to third.
Not a very good season so far for the ‘Hoppers who are currently
next to bottom.

Lydd Town Under 21s beat Mersham Sports Club Reserves 4-1 at
home in Division Three. Lydd moved above Folkestone United
Reserves and Ashford Dynamo into joint first place following this
impressive victory as two goals apiece from Jordan Spann and
Division Three top goal scorer Josh Mills sealed all three points for
the hosts. Luke Goddard grabbed a consolation goal for Mersham
who remain rooted to the foot of the table.
The Under 21s had to settle for a share of the points the following
week as they returned from their trip to Sandyacres with a 4-4 draw
against Bromley Green. Lydd had four different players get on the
score sheet as goals from Kai Harris, Jordan Spann, Samuel Crisford
and top scorer Josh Mills ensured they remained top of the pile in
their debut season.

Time to hit the
Dymchurch trail
back to the past

by Andrew South

Regular readers will know that Dymchurch has an extraordinary
historical story to tell, and the Dymchurch & District Heritage
Group has set out to reveal some of the iconic highlights of that
story.
The Group has produced a guide to the Dymchurch Heritage Trail,
which is ideal for individuals and small groups to undertake in one long
visit or to divide into more manageable chunks – with time for coffee
and light refreshments or a full-blown pub lunch, of course.
However, not everyone has the benefit of the company of one of the
stalwarts of the D&DHG, Colin Walker, who, along with his wife
Margaret, has done so much to research and document the history of
the area. Whilst the extensive leaflet itself is beautifully produced
picking out the highlights of Dymchurch’s history, Colin was able to
provide more detail which makes these stories even more compelling.
There is more to discover here and a good starting point as always is
the Group’s website (www.dymchurchheritagegroup.co.uk) or their
Facebook page for up-to-date news.
We start, as all good history lessons should, at the beginning. The
starting point for the walk – although you could choose any point that
suits you – is Rose Cottages, opposite the village centre’s Martello
Tower. This had been the Rose Inn, before landlord William Holmes
moved along the road to the Ship Inn in 1820. Just a few yards along
are Dormer Cottages, where the glitterati of yesteryear spent time.
“This was where the London ‘society’ people came down to enjoy the
peace and quiet of the coast before tourists arrived,” Colin tells me.
“Dymchurch attracted artists and writers before they discovered
Dungeness.” And indeed, artist Paul Nash, Noel Coward and The
Railway Children creator Edith Nesbitt spent their creative time at
these cottages.

Just around the corner, after the old village workhouse built in 1740,
the art world theme continues. The Grade II listed 18th century Old
Tree Cottage was the home of Milton Rosmer, a celebrated actor and
film director whose credits include Little Women (1917), Goodbye Mr
Chips (1939), and the original version of Dr Syn (1937) after he had
become friends with Russell Thorndyke. Next door is the former Dr
Syn Guesthouse, now The Willow Cottage B&B.
A small window high up under the gable end roof of Dunkirk End, built
in 1736, is said to have been a smuggler’s lookout, and worth a
moment’s contemplation is the odd juxtaposition of the cottages next
door built later that century.
The ninth landmark on the Trail is the RH&DR Station where you turn
back towards the village passing the Old School House and the home
of smuggler William Wincles, whose name can still be seen carved
into the wall of the village gaol where he was accommodated for three
months in 1819.
The Ocean Inn had become The Victoria in 1897, but reverted to its
original name in 1952 after the discovery of The Ocean Inn mural
during renovations. The Smugglers Chest and Sylvia & Terry’s
Chocolate Shop at numbers 4 and 4a, High Street, are where Colin
and Margaret Walker ran Wellworths for more than 30 years.
It was here that William Parris, the property’s first owner for 53 years,
introduced the Romney Marsh Token, when it was found that regular

coinage was more valuable for its melted silver than its face value.
Colin and Margaret have
published a painstakingly
well-documented history
of the shop going
back to 1784, which
is well worth (so to
speak) getting
your hands on…
“Where the
Amusement
Park is now
used to be
allotments for
the coastguards
who lived in the
cottages on
either side of
Martello Tower 24,
where the Hot
Potato, Hidden
Treasure Micropub and
Dymchurch Butchers now
are,” Colin informed me. “After
the allotments, there was a
roller-skating rink which
[spookily] still exists
underneath the Ghost Train.”
The route then takes us past the Beach 48 restaurant which was the
site of the first village petrol pump, and up towards the sea wall
passing Marine Terrace where Russell Thorndike wrote the Dr Syn
books. The City of London pub, built in the 18th century, was renamed
The Seawall Tavern in the books. Almost opposite the pub is Plater
Hall, built in 1908 by the people of the village in memory of popular
vicar, Rev. Charles Plater, which is now in private hands. Next door,
the Dymchurch Angling Club was the former home of the Coastguards
Rocket Apparatus Station, and became the Village Mortuary between
1939 and 1963.
Onwards along the sea-wall our tour takes us past a row of 18th and
early 19th century cottages, at various times the abodes of the likes of
the prominent Stoakes-Jones family, Brigadier General Gordon
Macpherson, a house for the poor, and fisherman William Tolhurst who
was also a renowned smuggler.
The 16th century Ship Inn was a regular haunt for smugglers, and
which contained many secret hiding places and a secret tunnel across
the road to St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church. At the junction of the Hythe
Road with New Hall Close is the War Memorial, where hundreds have
annually gathered to remember those who gave their lives in defence

of our country. Ironically, this was also the site of the village
gallows, so perhaps next time we gather to commemorate the
war dead, we might also spare a thought for the poor wretches
who were dragged from the New Hall Gaol across the road to
meet their grisly end. A single surviving image of the gallows
depicts the noose as a wreath, although it is not known when this
was drawn.

There are several more significant points of interest on the return
leg back to the village centre including the 17th century Old Manor
House and the Methodist Church, where the Heritage Group also
has a room packed with fascinating historical items, news articles
and images – definitely worth a visit when it is allowed to re-open.
We have only been able to bring you the highlights of this walk,
but it is thoroughly recommended as an activity you can do
Covid-safely under your own steam, while learning about some of
the most fascinating historical features in our district.
A personal view would be to do the walk in three sections – the
western end along Mill Lane to the RH&DR Station, the village
centre and the eastern end along the sea-wall to the Ship Inn and
St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church.
The demand for this heritage walk has been such that the
D&DHG has had to re-order a further 10,000 copies of the trail
leaflet following the initial 10,000 print-run, and they are available
from shops, pubs and cafés around Dymchurch. It is also
downloadable from the Group’s website. There can be no time
like the present to go out and discover the past…

Artist Paul Nash at a door of Dormers Cottages

Edith Nesbitt

Dymchurch High Street showing Rose Cottages, the
former Chapel (now Marshmellow Bakery) and the
allotments where the Amusement Park is today

An original halfpenny token
introduced by William Parris

Dymchurch Gallows with a red floral wreath for a noose
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment
Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes

Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Contact The LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ

Telephone:01797364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07853 309290 or info@thelooker.co.uk
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Church Round-UpMarsh Memories

New
Romney C.
of E. Primary
School -
July 1930
A look back to school life in New Romney 90
years ago. Mr. S. Fletcher was the Headmaster
and the other teachers included Mrs. Chaplin,
Miss Massie, Miss Sparrowhark, Mrs.
Woodwards, Mr. Wilcox, Mr. Wood and Mrs.
James. The Canteen Cook was Miss Wraight and
the Caretaker was Mr. Edwards.
The Managers included Rev. A. Macmichael, G.
B. Anderson, W. Finn-Kelcey, B. Prior, W. B. Smith
and Major Teichman-Derville, OBE. The number
of pupils at the school was 260.
The main room was normally divided by folding
screens to make three classrooms housing the
top classes. On certain occasions, the screens
were folded back and in the resulting large room
the whole school assembled.
In March, the top class of boys were present at a
Cinematograph Film dealing with sheep and cattle
diseases. In May, the school was visited by Mr.
Bailey, the Kent Education Committee Inspector.
Among the school leavers were Joan Barlow,
Eileen Hartop, Grace Holdham, Mary Marshall,
Doreen Reynolds, Mildred Wimble and Charles

Flisher. Scholarships to Southlands Grammar
School were awarded to Joan Blacklocks,
Marguerite Ellis, Alfred Barman, Mollie Ealden
and Betty Judge.
The temporary Dental Clinic at the school was
now closed and had been attended by nearly 200
children from all the Romney Marsh Schools. C.
Morgan and Stan Ramsden had passed the
preliminary examination of the St. John’s
Ambulance Association. Dorothy Bishop gave a
solo pianoforte performance at the annual

Concert & Prize-giving of the Trinity College of
Music in Folkestone.
Several sports have been played including goal
running, cricket, stoolball and netball. Amongst
those excelling for cricket were E. Humphrey,
Frank Stevens, Jack Souten, E. Jordan, Ron
Jones and Sid Flisher.
The school were pleased to hear from many of
their old boys and girls. Dorothy Smith was a
‘between maid’ in Sloane Square, London and
Violet Fielder was working at King’s School,
Canterbury as a dormitory maid. Edith Ralph had
been working as an under-parlour maid for the
Lord Mayor of London and George Ralph who
was in the Royal Air Force was now a member of
the Huddersfield Police Force. Jack Polhill had
been promoted to Leading Aircraft Apprentice in
the RAF. Mabel Newman was a children’s nurse
in Meopham. The school had heard that Alfred
Hutchens had sadly died from consumption after
serving in the Royal Navy and his brother John,
was serving on HMS ‘Royal Soverign’ in the
Mediterranean Sea. George Summers was an
Officer’s Servant in the 7th Hussars.
Ivy Tyrell and May Collet were nurses in the
London hospital and Bessie Wire who was also at
the Hospital, passed her Intermediate
Examination. Annie Brown was in service in
Windsor. Kathleen Wimble who was an under-
nurse in Hyde Park Square was spending the
summer with her parents at Littlestone and Mary
Wimble was working at Chilham Castle. E.
Tolhurst was in the Merchant Navy and was on his
way to Canada.
There were several articles and poems in the
magazine including “Her Last Moments” by Eileen
Hartop, “Duty Before Pleasure” by Joan
Blacklocks, “The Pirate Bold” by Jack Flisher, “A
Windy Night” by Phyliss Waller, “Sheep Shearing
on the Marsh” by Harold Piper and “The Hare &
the Hippopotamus” by Steven Harden.
It should be noted that if a pupil didn’t get a
scholarship to Southlands Grammar School, they
stayed on until they left at the age of 14.

Although things are deteriorating regarding the pandemic, churches
are still able to hold their services under very detailed restrictions,
only a tiny fraction of normality, but appreciated. All rules and
regulations are being adhered to, and worshippers are asked to wear
a mask. Where there is a communion, it will be wafers only, and of
course you can remove your mask briefly to take the wafer after you
have left presence of celebrant.

All the churches in the Romney Benefice have their churches open at
different times, for private prayer, and some services, so please see
your local notice boards for details.

Dementia Cafes.
These have been much missed, like all the social groups, and the
organisers are hoping to get them up and running again, sometime
soon, including a new one on Taylors Road, Lydd on Sea.

Remembrance Services.
There will be no special services or parades on Remembrance
Sunday, November 8th. But all church services will included an act of
remembrance in their Worship on that day. Please do support the
Poppy Appeal, poppies are for sale in many outlets, although these
are cut down, with the cutting down of social life. Like all charities, the
British Legion has seen a huge drop in donations, and the needs are
increasing, with more and more deprivation and unemployment
among former military personnel.

Christmas Shoe boxes.
The need is still great, and a box can be dropped into the Rectory on
Park Street, if you would like to make a real one. But they can also be
created on line, for a cost of £20, including a donation. Log onto
shoeboxonline.org.uk, which has a tick list so you can create only
virtually, and the organisation will pack and deliver it in the way they
have done in the past.

Brookland, St Augustine.
Sunday, November 8th 6.30pm Evensong.

Greatstone, St Peter’s.
The service will be at 10.30am every Sunday.

The new hall is finished, but because of government regulations, it
cannot yet be used for more than 6 people, so all the groups cannot
be welcomed back. Everyone looks forward to this happening.

Prayer for the persecuted church, takes place at 33a Alfred road, on
Wednesdays at 10am. Please ring 01797 363002 to check numbers,
as they are limited to 6.

Lydd, All Saints.
Morning service, 10.30am. each Sunday. All Covid regulations apply.
Normal midweek communion takes place on Thursdays at 9.30am.

See below for food bank details.

New Romney. St Nicholas.
Usual service takes place on Sundays at 10.30am, with all covid
regulations in place.

Romney Marsh Community Church. The church is running a
successful recorded Sunday service, which has been very well
received, with many people in the church taking part, so there will be
no actual service until further notice.

For food banks details, see below

Snargate, St Dunstans.
Communion services continue at 9am on 2nd and 4th Sundays, so the
next one will be on Sunday, November 8th, Remembrance Sunday.
Plans are in progress to maybe have soon kind of restricted Carol
service, without singing. There will also be a service on Christmas day
at 9am, which will be a ticket only service, with all the restrictions.
More details nearer the time.

Food Banks.
New Romney, at Community church, on Tuesdays at 5.30-7pm. If
you are struggling to feed your family, contact above number, and you
will be given a voucher to obtain enough food for 3 days.

Any donations can be brought to the church, just before the session,
or any weekday morning. Just ring the doorbell, so the secretary
knows you are there. See note below about donating via the internet.

Lydd, Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30pm-7.30pm. Again, if you are
struggling to feed your family, ring 01797 320345 and you will be
given a voucher. If you have donations, they can be brought to Hardy
Hall just before the session.

Donations can also be given at most supermarkets, ask the check-
out person where the collecting point is in that store.

The website address is https://shepwayfoodbank.org.uk The website
will give you an up to date list of necessities which the foodbank
needs. There is also a new app, called “spareable app” whereby you
can donate money to buy specific items that are most needed, and it
can be bought and go straight to the warehouse.

Church Chuckle.

From an entry on Facebook, a photo of a poster.

It read “Please do not forget to satanise your hands” I know it is
Halloween, and someone has said the devil makes work for idle
hands…….!

Wit and Wisdom.
“When the great recorder comes,

To write against your name.

He marks not that you won or lost

But how you played the game”



FRIDAY&SATURDAY12PMTO7PMONLY

Fullmenuavailablethroughout.AllPizza’s
buyonegetonehalf pricebetween5pm

and7pmbothdays

THURSDAY 5PM TO 8PM ONLY

Aweeklythreecoursespecialat£15perperson.
Chooseastarter,mainanddessertfromourweeklyThursdaymenu.

They’llbeachoicefromthreestarters,threemains,
threedessertsandthemenuwillbechangedweekly

NEW KITCHEN HOURS AND

SPECIAL OFFERS

STARTING MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER

Fullmenuavailablethroughoutpluslunchtimespecials.
SAVINGFORCHRISTMAS?

EATTHREELUNCHTIMESINNOVEMBER
ANDRECEIVEA25%DISCOUNTCARDFORDECEMBER

MONDAY,TUESDAY,WEDNESDAY12PMTO3PMONLY

NEW ROMNEYNEW ROMNEY
CINQUE PORTS ARMSCINQUE PORTS ARMS

NEW ROMNEY

SUNDAY 12PM TO 4PM ONLY

SUNDAYROAST ANDFULLMENUAVAILABLE
AdultRoast£8.50ChildRoast£5.50.

BOOKINGFORFIVEPEOPLE? INVITEASIXTHAND
WE’LLPAYFORTHEIRROAST!

1 High St, New Romney TN28 8BU Telephone: 01797 361894


