
By David wimble
Planning permission for a new
leisure centre at Princes Parade
will mean a boost for the district’s
leisure and hospitality industry
according to major sea-front hotel,
the Hythe Imperial.
The impressive and historic Hotel
has waited a long time for
permission to expand its premises
to provide a leisure centre
expansion – and now the
ambitious £3m project has been
given the go-ahead by Folkestone
& Hythe District Council. The
permission allows for the extension
of the existing leisure and spa
facility at the Hotel.
Artist’s impressions of the
proposals show a glass-fronted
two-storey building, covered in

foliage, sitting to the left of the
existing 92-bed hotel, along
Princes Parade.
As well as the new leisure centre
there will be ten additional
bedrooms and a new bridal
dressing room. Updated treatment
rooms for the spa are also
planned, including a manicure and
pedicure room, a relaxation room
and seven spa treatment rooms,
two of which will be double rooms
with en-suite facilities.
The project will also create new
spin and aerobics studios, a
separate gym changing room and
a 40-machine gymnasium
complete with an outdoor
swimming pool with jacuzzi.
This will all be topped off with an
all new leisure club members

private lounge with access to a
new Japanese garden.
Despite some controversy
surrounding the application, the
decision was made under the
delegated powers of the District
Council’s Planning Department.
The documents were submitted by
GSE Group, owner of the hotel,
which also owns the Marquis of
Granby in Alkham, near Dover.
The Hotel has long been a popular
wedding venue and has hosted a
number of events in its Ballroom
which overlooks Hythe Bay.
Building of the extension is
scheduled to start soon and it is
hoped that the project will
transform the four-star hotel into a
‘destination resort’.

Issue 262 / Wednesday 18th November 2020
LOOKER

.CO.UK

THE

The Only Community newspaper for the Romney Marsh, Hythe, Sandgate & Folkestone PRICELESS !

Covid -19 Lockdown Edition.....The Looker, Supporting The Community

Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 3

Green light for new leisure centre
at Princes Parade

Calls for traffic
calmingmeasures
on A2070 after
another fatal crash

By David Wimble

Local people on Romney Marsh have
called for more traffic calming
measures on three local roads
following another tragic fatality.
The roads have been identified as the
A2070 between Brookland and
Hamstreet, the A259 between New
Romney and Brenzett and the A259
between New Romney and St Mary’s
Bay.
There have been ten fatalities on
these three roads over the past two
years, along with many other
accidents.
With motorists taking no notice of
national speed limits, calls for speed
cameras to be introduced at notorious
black spots have been made to Kent
County Council.
“The road is totally inappropriate, and
everybody says that it should have
been a dual carriageway,” Kent
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County Councillor for Romney Marsh, Tony Hills told
The Looker about the A2070. “Unfortunately,
the road is operated by Highways England, so
the county has no say over its operation.”
Previously, The Looker has contacted
Highways England for a statement about this
dangerous road, but as they work to latest
data (which is about 24 months behind) they
stated that there was nothing they could do.
The latest accident involved a 79-year-old
motorcyclist, who died after his bike
collided with a car on the A2070 between
Brenzett and the Ivychurch road.
The victim's white Triumph motorbike
and a black Volkswagen collided at around 10.20am, and resulted in the
road being closed for most of the day.
Police and ambulance services attended, but the motorcyclist was later
pronounced deceased.
Kent Police's Serious Collision Investigation Unit (SCIU) is appealing for
any witnesses who may have seen the collision or either vehicle
travelling in the area from around 10am onwards.
In particular, anyone who was in the area at the time and who has any
dashcam footage is urged to contact SCIU on 01622 798538 or email
sciu.td@kent.police.uk, quoting reference SM/COJ/097/20.

With two other fatal motorbike accidents happening near Old Romney in
the last two months, some people have suggested that the best thing
would be to have speed cameras at all the black spots. Social media
consistently request councillors to propose measures to slow drivers
and riders down.
“How many people have to be killed before something is done about
this?” asked Stella Norris on Facebook. “If you drive between Brenzett
and Rye on any Sunday morning, bikers in particular drive like absolute
maniacs. You would see them at places like the Oasis in Old Romney
parked up and they would try and record the fastest round trip, riding to
Rye along the A2070 and then back through Camber. It’s all very well
them putting their own lives at risk, but what about the poor people that
may, through no fault of their own, get hit?”
What do you think should be the priority, are you in favour of speed
cameras, or would you like to see other traffic calming measures?
Email:info@thelooker.co.uk.

Design proposals have been developed by
Guy Hollaway Architects, which is already
behind a number of new developments in the
county, and which recently hit the headlines
with the ambitious plans to not only restore
the Leas Club, but to build a multimillion
pound futuristic flat complex bridging the
historic building. At the time, that
development came under fire from the
Folkestone Labour Party who felt that the site
should be used for affordable housing and
not “million-pound penthouses”.
“We are delighted to have achieved detailed

planning approval for what we believe will
prove to be a fantastic extension to the Hythe
Imperial Hotel,” said Guy Holloway, “and we
look forward to realising this Wellness
building for the town, and the many visitors to
the Imperial.”
Darrell Healey, GSE Chairman, said the news
gave "hope for the hospitality sector at a time
when it is needed most, this allows us to look

forward to the future. The new spa and
leisure facility will further enhance the stay of
our guests and will provide an excellent outlet
for our guests to work out and unwind.”
“The new spa and leisure facility allows us to
expand upon this already beautiful building,”
said Nick Gauntlett, the Hotel’s Managing
Director. “The hotel is very much part of the
local history and has become an iconic
holiday destination and wedding venue for
many over the years. During these
unprecedented times that we are all
navigating our way through, this allows us to
look forward to the future and as a team we
are very excited to see the new addition
come to life.”

Call for ‘black spot’ speed cameras
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How the New Leisure Centre will look from Princes Parade

Architect Guy Holloway

GSE Chairman Darrell Healey

Cllr Tony Hills

Well it’s only a month or so until Christmas!
Not that you would know, although the Christmas lights have gone
up and already switched on in Hythe, and the trees in Folkestone
are looking resplendent. If nothing else, it reminds us of the fact that
‘tis the season of goodwill to all men…. and women (just to be
politically correct.)
It does come as somewhat of a surprise that Hythe’s Green Council
would back having electricity powering these lights for probably the
next 60 days? This must go against their green ethos, although I
have to admit they do look very nice.
The Looker shop and office of course maybe started the trend. On
lockdown day last week, we put up a Christmas tree, stating See
you all in December, which was my attempt to get through this
lockdown with a goal at the end.
As one person said, ‘there is a light at the end of the tunnel’ (maybe
an oncoming train?) to which I said there are thousands of them in
the High Street! But the news of a Covid Vaccine is certainly a
major boost to people’s spirits (I know I have been drinking quite a
few during lockdown!). It is good to see that the news also boosted
the financial markets, including local employer Saga having a
massive hike in their share prices as people look to start going on
holidays again next year.
Elsewhere in this publication, you will be able to read my views on
lockdown, but the short version, is that if we must have one, make it
a proper lockdown. It is surprising the number of shops that sell, for
example, birthday cards, which are now essential businesses on
the grounds that the owner might buy a couple of pints of milk and
state that they sell essential foods and supplies???
It’s like going into a dress shop and saying, do you sell, self-raising
flour? Oh well, let’s hope that these people will be not complaining
when it comes to applying for grants, for businesses that have been
forced to close!
On the upside of closing the shop down, It really is quite nice to be
with Ted (the Newshound), and take him for much longer than usual
walks on the beach.
So the next edition will herald (we hope) the end of lockdown part
two, and we really would love to support businesses who are
offering special offers. So please get in touch for your special Covid
deal.
And although no official late-night shopping has been announced,
we hope that The Looker will have our own late-night opening on
the 17th of December, so you can stock up on your Christmas
sweets.
So with a deep breath, we are half-way through now…. it really is
nearly time to start celebrating Christmas.

Happy reading!

David and the ever-present Looker team

Continued from Page 1
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Council gives go ahead for
new business hub in New
Romney
Folkestone & Hythe District Council has agreed to give the green light to the
construction of a new business hub development at the end of Mountfield
Road, along with the provision of a spur road that will make other sites within
the area available for
development.
The Council has been working on
this project for several years, but
the project has been brought
forward with help and funding from
both the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority and
the South East Local Economic
Plan.
Work should start on the site almost immediately.
“I am really pleased that we are able to bring these two exciting projects
forward along with our partners, during these
uncertain times,” said Cabinet Member for
the District Economy, David Wimble.
“It is fantastic that the District Council is still
inwardly investing in our future. I would
personally like to thank the officers from
within my Economic Development Team, and
in particular Graham Hammond, who has
spent many months getting the development to this stage.
“Having won approval for the scheme from the Cabinet, this will be an initial £7
million pounds coming to New Romney, and I am glad that it is now going to
be a reality.”
Council Leader David Monk added: “This is a very good project which will
bring many much-needed jobs to the Romney Marsh, which is something we
have been trying to do for many years.”

The two-part scheme will see the building of an employment hub along with
road infrastructure to open up other parts of land for development. Work could
start before the end of the year.

NEW CENTRE

Development site

A young
business
Bilt on
family
traditions

by Andrew South

You might be old enough to remember the
days when small family businesses
thrived – you could walk in and they’d
know you immediately, ask you how your
mother was and generally pass the time of
day. Whilst the ubiquitous stores and
supermarkets of the nation’s high streets
have largely brought an end to that era,
those days are still with us if your needs
mean that you have to seek them out.
One such family business is Bilt Builders
Merchants which is celebrating its first
anniversary (today!) at its premises in
Heritage Court in Mountfield Court, New
Romney. Open to trade and non-trade
customers alike, the store provides everything
you’d need to build a house – the bricks and
mortar outside, and everything else inside.
But it was the demise of Travis Perkins that
gave the Bilt team the opportunity to plaster

over the gap in the local building materials
market.
“We had worked at building company C Jones
& Sons, so we had a lot of experience in the
building trade, so when Travis Perkins closed,
we thought why not give it a go?” says Bilt’s
Jordan.
“We had some teething problems at first, as
all new businesses do, but we’ve invested in
new software which means that we have
much tighter control over our stock and
accounts.”
But it seems that it is the staff that make the
real difference for this business, built on
experience.
“We have a team of six, all full time and local,
who are all committed to customer service,”
says Jordan, “and a part of that is Sarah who
we have brought in to help with online advice
and our online sales are increasingly
important. We know a lot of our customers,
and if we don’t, we soon will!”
And a look at the appreciative comments on
the business’s Facebook page emphasises
that commitment, with all mentioning the
customer service, fair prices or speed of
delivery.
“We are not a ruthless business, we want to
help local traders by having their business
cards here – we don’t feel as if we are in
competition with anyone.”
Bilt has a trade/public split of 60-40 but it is
clear that everyone receives the highest
quality of service, and there is also a humility
about Bilt which makes it a different
experience from the big boys.
“We’re not perfect!” Jordan is quick to admit,
“but we continually aim to improve on all
aspects of our business. But we can’t say
we’re disappointed by the prospect of many

new houses and
businesses being
developed here on
our doorstep in
Mountfield Road!
“During the
lockdown many
people have taken
the opportunity to
either take up or
revisit their DIY
skills to take up new
home
improvements,”
says Jordan, “and at
times it was crazy,
working from 6 in
the morning until 11

at night.”
One of the problems in their first year has
been a worldwide timber shortage, yet
another market which China seems to have
cornered in global trade.
“The timber takes ten days to get here,
coming in through Harwich and sometimes
we had to compromise on the type of wood
we can offer,” says Jordan, “but we are
working on that as well.”
This year, the Bilt team in its rare spare time,
has taken up car racing – it has its own
souped-up Mini Cooper, sponsored by a
range of local businesses.
And while on the transport topic, the store has
its own lorry and will make free local
deliveries on orders over £50. The vehicle
comes complete with a crane to lift heavy
goods, and they also have a tipper truck for
materials such as loose aggregates.
The store is open from 7am until 5pm,
Monday to Friday and 8am to 2pm on
Saturday, and every Friday for the over 60s,
there is an additional 10 per cent discount off
their already reasonable prices.
For up-to-date information on everything you
need to build a house, you can check out their
Facebook or website page
(www.biltbm.co.uk), or give them a call on
01797 363633 for friendly advice.
Truly a business which is building a fast
reputation for good quality customer service
and products for trade and DIYers alike…

Timber in from the artic

The Bilt racing Mini



Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

County Council set
to receive £4.5m
for vulnerable
households
Kent County Council will receive £4.5m
from the UK Government for food and
essential supplies for vulnerable
households as part of £170 million
package. And in further news which may
possibly be linked to a Manchester United
footballer, the Government is extending the
school holiday programme providing food
and activities for young people, which the
Prime Minister says reaffirms
Conservatives’ commitment to preventing
childhood hunger.
The Covid Winter Grant Scheme will see
councils across England share £170 million
in additional, ring-fenced funding to help
vulnerable families and individuals, with
Kent County Council receiving
£4,504,098.51.
“No child should ever go hungry, and the
extra £4.5m for Kent County Council will
ensure local families who need extra
support with food and bills this winter can
access it, which is very welcome news,”
said Folkestone & Hythe MP Damian
Collins.
This extra funding aims to prevent children
from going hungry this winter and ensure
local families get the help they need. It
adds to the £63 million already provided to
councils this year to assist those struggling
to buy food and essentials.
A further £220 million will be invested in
extending the Holiday and Food

Programme until Christmas 2021, meaning
that all children eligible for Free School
Meals will have the option to join a holiday-
time programme that provides healthy food
and fun activities during the summer,
Christmas and Easter holidays next year.
“I’m also pleased that the Prime Minister
has announced the extension of the
Holiday Activities and Food programme,
which provides healthy food and activities
for children during the school holidays and
has a massive impact on disadvantaged
young people in our community, to cover
Easter, Summer and Christmas next year.
“Investing in children’s future is central to
the Conservative Party’s mission to level
up and extend opportunity across the
country, and with this additional support we
can prevent the hunger we know is so
damaging to a child’s life chances.”
To support people during this challenging
time, the Conservative government has
invested more than £200 billion to protect
people’s jobs and incomes through the
furlough scheme, grants for the self-
employed and other support for business
and a £9.3 billion injection to strengthen the
welfare safety net this year.
Work and Pensions Secretary Therese
Coffey was equally delighted with the
Conservatives caring values.
“We want to make sure vulnerable people
are cared for throughout this difficult time
and, above all, no one should go hungry or
be unable to pay their bills this winter,” she
said. “We know this has been a challenging
time for many and we have consistently
supported the lowest-paid families,
protecting 9 million jobs with furlough and
boosting welfare support by £9.3 billion.
Good news indeed.

Have your say on
cars parked on
pavements

by Andrew South
An issue that is likely to cause irritation or in some cases,
downright annoyance, is that of cars parked on pavements,
generally half on the road and half on the pavement.
Many argue that a vehicle’s place is on the road, while drivers will
say that they are simply keeping roads clear for improved flow of
traffic or to protect their vehicles. And now the public has the
opportunity to respond to a UK Government Consultation on the
issue. The result could be that parking on pavements could be
banned across England under Government plans to ease journeys
for disabled people and parents pushing prams – the practice is
already banned in London.
The consultation comes at a time when disability groups are
celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Disability Discrimination Act
which was replaced by the Equality Act of 2010.
For those who have sight or mobility problems – and there are 14
million of us in the UK, more than 20 per cent of the population – a
car parked either partly or wholly on a pavement can be a
particularly difficult to negotiate.
“Parking on pavements means wheelchair users, visually impaired
people and parents with pushchairs can be forced into the road,”
said Transport Secretary Grant Shapps, “which is not only
dangerous, but discourages people from making journeys.
“A key part of our green, post-Covid recovery will be encouraging
more people to choose active travel, such as walking, so it is vital
that we make the nation’s pavements accessible for everyone.
Pavement parking presents a clear safety risk when parked cars

occupy the pavement and force vulnerable pedestrians to move
into the road.”
The Department for Transport consultation sets out three options:
- Extend the London-style ban nationwide
- Make it easier for councils to prohibit pavement parking
- Give councils the power to fine offenders

One aspect that the DfT will need to consider is ensuring that
emergency vehicles have safe access at all times.
A report by the Commons Transport Select Committee in 2019
called for a blanket nationwide ban on the “blight” of parking on
pavements, with witnesses saying that the worst cases of
pavement parking were effectively trapping disabled, elderly and
vulnerable people, making them “afraid to leave their homes”.
Stephen Edwards, director of policy and communications at
walking charity Living Streets, said: “We’re regularly contacted by
disabled and older people who feel trapped in their homes
because there isn’t enough room on the pavement for wheelchairs
or mobility scooters. “This has impacted more people during the
pandemic, with blocked pavements affecting everyone’s ability to
physically distance.”
You can have your say on this socially tricky issue on the
Government website: www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
managing-pavement-parking, but you will need to do so by this
Sunday, November 22nd.

‘Lydd in Lights’
Business (almost) as usual!
Lydd Town Council is planning to go ahead with the
‘Lydd in Lights’ competition again this year and is
hoping that residents of the Parish will participate in
decorating the exterior of their properties as in
previous years, with outdoor festive lighting and
decorations which bring joy and a smile to people’s
faces at Christmas time in Lydd.

Councillor Goddard has set the date of 14th

December 2020 for the judging, but will wait until
after 2nd December announcements by the
Government to plan the finer details and
arrangements.

Councillor Goddard said “ I am hoping that Lydd in
Lights displays will be bigger and better this year to
bring Christmas cheer, as
it has been a dreadful
year and I hope that
the festive
lights will
brighten up the Parish
of Lydd!
“Judging will take
place on the 14th

December so please
have your decorations
looking at their best for
then. It is very
unlikely that we
would be able
to hold the
Christmas
reception to
present the
prizes this year but we will make sure that the
winning properties receive their vouchers and
certificates before Christmas which we hope will
bring some Christmas cheer during this difficult time.
As in previous years the prizes will be vouchers to
spend in local businesses which will give a small
boost to the local economy.”

If you would like to nominate a property which you
feel has done a great job of decorating in the festive
spirit then please email your nominations to the
Town Clerk

townclerk@lyddtown.org before 12 noon on 14th

December 2020

As in previous years there will be winning displays
chosen from both Lydd Town and Coast and there
will be an additional prize for the best display which
is also raising money for a local charity.
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Kent
Libraries
maintain
sporadic
service
Despite the current lockdown period, Kent
Libraries are still trying hard to provide a
service for those taking the time to find new
reading material or to just revisit old
favourites.
In our district, Hythe and Folkestone libraries
are still offering a Covid-secure ‘Select &
Collect’ book borrowing service and free,
pre-bookable one-hour personal computer
and WiFi sessions.
Through the Select & Collect service, you
can select up to six books or audiobooks in
advance, and when they're ready you can
collect them from one of the libraries. The
loan period is six weeks on all items issued
through Select and Collect.
You can check the availability of books from
your chosen library and you will need to
complete a request form on the Kent
Libraries page at www.kent.gov.uk.
Alternatively you can call Kent Libraries

direct on 03000 413131 to speak to a
member of staff, who will then arrange a
suitable collection date and time.
You can either tell the library which specific
books you want, or you can let them choose
books for you based on your preferences,
which could be something of a lucky dip…
Sandgate Library which is run by the Parish
Council, offers the same service – you may
wish to contact staff there directly on 07552
810271 or e-mail
Sandgate.Library@kent.gov.uk.
Unfortunately, that great old pastime of
simply browsing through bookshelves is not
available at present, although the Home
Library Service may be of interest, which will
deliver and collect books for those who have
difficulty in getting out to local libraries.
Another service which might be of interest is
the eBook Service – all library members
need to do is download the ‘Libby’ app, enter
your library card number and PIN, and then
browse the thousands of eBooks and
eAudiobooks available to you.
As well as books, you can also find popular
eMagazines and eNewspapers via RBdigital
and PressReader on their respective apps or
web browsers. This gives you access to top
titles on everything from gardening to health
and cookery, with PressReader offering
access to a wide range of local, national, and
international newspapers – just with the use
of your Kent Library card. Perhaps you could
find out what’s happening in the USA?
Information on all these services still on offer
are available at www.kent.gov.uk/libs or by
calling 03000 413131.
Unfortunately there is no Mobile Library
service for the Marsh at present, as the van

which provides the service is out of action for
the foreseeable future due to mechanical
complications.

Bag it for
Sandgate

Usual events organised by the Sandgate
Society have of course this year been
curtailed, but that didn’t stop the group
going ahead with its
annual photographic
competition. Winner
Joe Bleach’s
stunning seafront
image is not only
hung in Chichester
Hall, but is also
available to carry
around with you
everywhere - on the
side of a charming
cotton bag.
They are still
available to buy
from the Society’s Events Team at a measly
£3 each plus postage.
“All profits will go towards local projects
supported by the Sandgate Society, and in
a year when we have not been able to raise
money through our events programme,
every penny counts!” says the Team.
You can nab your bag by calling 07984
694907 or
emailing: sandgatesociety@gmail.com.

The Sandgate Society bag is now
also available in the Village Shop

in the High Street.



Page 10 Page 11

Our Man InWestminster
Damian Collins MP

Lockdown hits animal park
as it appeals for help to
feed

By David Wimble
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park, one of the district’s top tourist attractions has
launched a desperate appeal to help feed the animals at their park during
lockdown.

The closing down of the Park to paying customers has meant a massive
financial hit to the charity, which still has to feed all the animals and maintain
the Park. The Park has issued an urgent appeal for help on social media and
are asking for support with fundraising efforts and donations to ensure they
can continue their vital conservation work.

This is no small task which includes caring for the 1,300 animals currently
housed at the Park and at its sister site Howletts, near Canterbury, and the
charity also runs several reserves around the world, which are being hit by
the global pandemic.

Although the Park already has a huge level of support from around the globe,
it costs more than £300,000 a week to operate the two sites, run by the
Aspinall Foundation, which means that to keep both Parks running throughout
lockdown will cost more than £1m.

With fears that there
may be no visitors
until the New Year
and no means of
financial support
from the
government, bosses
says this is 'not
sustainable'. As well
as the loss of visitors
to the Park, the
hospitality side of the
business has also
been forced to stop its stays in the sites ‘lodges’ which used to attract visitors
from far afield.

If you would like to help the parks, there are various ways to help; donations
can be made via the organisation's Animal Support Fund, by purchasing a
Care Package for Animals from £5 or by Adopting An Animal with The Aspinall
Foundation. [www.aspinallfoundation.org].

This year has seen the passing of a Remembrance
Sunday unlike any other since the Second World
War. The COVID lockdown restrictions meant that
none of the usual civic services took place but that
couldn’t stop people from paying their respects to
those who have sacrificed their lives in the defence
of our country. The government guidance allowed for
small, simple and socially distanced commemorative
events, but they were not allowed to be advertised.
In Folkestone, the Vice Chair of Step Short,
Councillor Ann Berry, organised a ceremony at the
Step Short First World War Centenary Arch on The
Leas, to mark both Remembrance Sunday, and the
transfer of the ownership of the arch to Folkestone
and Hythe District Council. I was pleased to attend
both as Member of Parliament for the town, and the
Chairman of the Step Short charity. As part of this
service, David Monk, the Leader of the District
Council, was also in attendance to receive a
presentation of the ceremonial spade used by Lord
Boyce, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, to dig
the first square of earth to be removed for the
construction of the Arch in August 2013.

This ceremony concluded with prayers for the war
dead, just before 11am. However, it was great to see
so many residents who had come out to be near to
the Arch and the Folkestone War Memorial at the top
of the Road of Remembrance, in order to observe
the national two minutes silence. People maintained
social distancing and had decided to attend not in
the expectation of their being a civic service, but just
to pay their own respects.

This year the government department for Culture
has added two other Folkestone memorials to the
National Heritage List. These are the Machine Gun
Corps First World War memorial, and the memorial
to the 284 crew members of the German vessel
SMS Grosser Kurfürst, who died when it sank
following an accident in the English Channel near
Folkestone in 1878. Both of these are located in the
Cheriton Road cemetery, and I’m pleased that their
importance to our heritage has been recognised.

Last week in the House of Commons, in questions to
Home Office ministers, I raised again the importance
of finding a solution to the problem of migrants
crossing the Channel from France in small vessels.
The numbers of people doing this has increased
throughout the year, leading to tragic loss of life,
growing concern for residents on the Kent coast and
all for the profit of people trafficking gangs. Ministers
continue to reassure us that they are working with
the French authorities to stop crossings before the
vessels have left the shore. However, we need to
deter people from attempting this dangerous
crossing or else there will be more fatal accidents.
The best way to do this would be to demonstrate that
vessels not stopped on the coast, will be returned to
France if found at sea.

Rotary Club of
RomneyMarsh
planning for
Christmas
At this time the Rotary Club of Romney Marsh is usually busy
preparing routes and putting together rotas for our pre - Christmas
Santa Sleigh collections around our area but this year is different,
as it is for all of us. The Coronavirus pandemic recommendations
and regulations make street collections impossible and so we are
making plans to celebrate the season in other ways.

We have already made donations to the Shepway Foodbank, Kent
Bloodrunners and KCC Children’s Services and are committed to

making further donations to
local charities by the end of
November but we are also
determined to do what we
can to lift the spirits of
everybody in our community
and especially the children
for whom not seeing Santa
this year is bound to be a
disappointment. To that end
we are working with The
Marsh Academy IT
department to make a short
video message from Santa
to put onto our website
along with some cracker
jokes, quiz questions and
music which we hope will
bring some joy to all. If all
goes to plan, these features
will all go live on or about 1st December.

We have also, for the first time, put a ‘Donate’ button on our
website at www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk which is live right now,
so if you wish make a donation, any contribution will be gratefully
received and put to good use supporting local charities and good
causes on the Marsh.

Meanwhile, we remain as active as the current restrictions allow.
We continue to hold regular club meetings via Zoom every
Thursday and are still involved with the New Romney Support Hub
which is doing a great job in coordinating the work of a host of
local groups, organisations and local government councils all of
which are doing all they can to support and help those in need and
the vulnerable in our area. Our President, Barbara Gold, was
pleased to join the Town Mayor, Paul Thomas and others to lay a
wreath at the memorial opposite St. Nicholas’s Church in New
Romney on Remembrance Sunday and plans are in hand to host
the Romney Marsh 10k run, originally planned for July, then
postponed to November and now re-scheduled for Sunday 13th

December. We already have 320 entrants and have our collective
fingers tightly crossed that it may be allowed to go ahead on that
date albeit without the usual children’s races and home made
cakes this time around.

If you are interested in joining us or finding out a little more about
who we are and what we do, please check out our website -
www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk or visit our Facebook page

Rotary President Barbara Gold on
Remembrance Sunday
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
SWITCH ON AND
FOLKESTONE FESTIVE
WINDOWCOMPETITION
We have liaised with Father Christmas who, has agreed to pay a flying
visit to the Town Hall to help the Mayor of Folkestone turn the lights on
and, to ensure no-one misses this event we will film and media stream
the light switch on ceremony on 19th November with Father Christmas
also recording messages for children who will not be able to visit him
in his Grotto this year.

Folkestone Town Council has organised and funded many very
successful community events over recent years. Regrettably, due to
Covid-19 this has not been possible throughout 2020. Further to
enhancing the Christmas lights scheme last year and additionally the
installation of a focal point Christmas tree on the Town Hall portico this
year, we announce a competition to transform shop windows in
Folkestone and bring a bit of festive cheer to shoppers in the run up to
Christmas.
The competition invites all shops and businesses to decorate their
windows and / or facades to bring some seasonal cheer to Folkestone
and where possible, to include a Christmas ‘rainbow’ continuing to
thank NHS and key workers during the festive season.
Communities outside the town centre are also being invited to take
part in this competition and create their own festive displays. Whether
residential communities or schools and places such as churches,
libraries and leisure centres, all are welcomed to take part.
We wish to encourage communities, organisations and businesses to
share festive joy and create a sense of civic pride through these
displays during a period when communities are otherwise unable to
get together. The winner, runner up and 3rd place will be presented with
a certificate from the Town Mayor of Folkestone, Cllr Michelle
Keutenius with the winner receiving £150 and both runners up
awarded £50 each.

All entries will be featured on the Folkestone Town Council website
and their social media platforms, as the judging approaches, aiming to
boost business profiles at a crucial time of the trading calendar.
Please complete and return an entry form (can be found on our
website: www.folkestone-tc.gov.uk or contact
vicky.deakin@folkestone-tc.gov.uk Tel: 01303 257946) by Friday 4th

December and we will contact you in due course to finalise
arrangements.

Window displays should be in place by no later than Friday 11th

December to facilitate judging by the Town Mayor, Town Clerk,
Communities & Events Officer and a panel of local community and
business representatives.
The winner will be announced on the 18th December.
Show us your window displays!
Please ‘tag’ your efforts on our social media pages –
Facebook/folkestonetowncouncil
Twitter/folkestonetowncouncil
Comments or questions?

Please email vicky.deakin@folkestone-tc.gov.uk

A book for Christmas raises
funds for Children’sWard

by Andrew South

Lydd-on-Sea local Dusty Miller is asking people to buy his children’s
Christmas book, so that he can have more printed and raise much needed
funds for the children’s ward at William Harvey Hospital in Ashford.
The book entitled As I Walk Through the Woods at Christmas tells the story
of exactly that, but in a charming and poetic way designed especially for
kids at this special time of year. It describes encounters with all kinds of
wildlife in a snow-covered woodland in winter, and beautifully illustrated by
the Romney Marsh Day Centre’s Information & Advice Officer, Tony Hooper.
Dusty’s motive is more than just to see his name on the cover of a book – in
fact it’s irrelevant – as the 95-year-old is determined to raise funds for the
Padua Ward at the Hospital.
“I love kids, and they do such wonderful work there,” the veteran poet and
lyricist told me. “I have raised £540 so far for them, but I want to do much
more. I want to be able to order another 300 copies of the books – I will pay
for them myself which means that every penny raised will go to the
Hospital.”
Never having read any poetry, he found he had a knack for the creative art
at the age of
17, although
there could
have been a
few special
marriages
made as a
result of his
ability.
“I really don’t
know where it
comes from but
I find that
poetry and
lyrics for songs
just come to
me,” he says.
“During the
war, my
comrades in
the army would ask me to write a personalised poem to send to their
girlfriends! I wrote around a 100 for my mates, but the last verse was
always the same in every case!”
That final verse boiled down to hopes of marriage and having children,
although we shall sadly never know what his success rate was…
During the lockdowns, he hasn’t been able to find places to sell the book,
but he has managed to sell plenty through the Day Centre. His daughter
Denise is, however, handling the sales.
“The book costs just £5 and every penny of that goes to the Padua
Ward, as Dad will cover the cost of printing himself,” she told me.
“But we want to raise more money, so we want to create the demand
for more copies.”
The Padua Ward at WHH provides day assessment areas as well as
crucial inpatient children’s services when they need to stay in hospital
overnight for their treatment.
The book is available on the Facebook Marketplace page, or you can
contact Denise directly by e-mail: sayangdragon@aol.com. Well
worth a fiver for a whimsical stroll through the woods, all of which will
go to help the kids at Padua.
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ONLY ONE
UNIT LEFT!

Dealing
with
lockdown –
part two!

by David Wimble

I normally think that I am quite a resilient
kind of person, taking things in my stride
and the sort of person who just gets on with
life.
The first lockdown almost had a bit of
excitement about it, and people were being
kind to one another - there was the famous
‘we can conquer anything’ mentality and
attitude.
But Lockdown Two “the sequel” has a whole
new feeling about it.
Why is this?
Is it the dark nights and also, first time
round, we knew it was bad, but we did not
know exactly how bad? The problem with a
virus is that we cannot see it, you can be
stood next to a person in the high street and
not know if you have been infected.
One of the things that people said back in
March was that we needed that war time
spirit. To an extent I agree, but warfare in
the 20th century was very much different,
you could see the enemy.
Then you have the whole conspiracy
theorist, who want to tell you that, this is all
a way of the Government ‘Big Brother’ trying
to warp our minds.

I think it was Churchill who said: ‘There is
nothing like a good war to sort the wheat
from the chaff’. We are led to believe from
people like David Ike that this is part of the
new world order and has been in the
planning stages for years as super powers
re-align.
Personally, I do not buy any of this… It may
be easy for some people who live their lives
by the mantra of “a bloke down the pub told
me… so it must be true!”, and let’s face it
most people do not know many people who
have died from this horrible virus.
I might be the exception to the rule. I know
six people who have died, one ironically
caught the virus whilst at the rally in
Trafalgar Square, with Piers Corbyn. Ten
days later she was dead, a mother of two
twin teenage daughters, who thought it was
a fake. So much so that she was very vocal
on Facebook and other social media
platforms telling us we have all got it wrong.
So perhaps some people do not know
anyone who has died, but most of us know
someone who is a nurse, doctor or health
care worker, a friend that you can trust….
Ask them is this real?
So, the Government has told us we have to
lock down again, to protect the NHS. Very
laudable and a very good reason alone. In
my completely unqualified thinking, we
should have done this two weeks earlier.
But my big issue is not about the
lockdown. If it REALLY would help us get
over this terrible invisible killer, then we
should all follow the guidelines. And that’s
where the problem is… we are not all doing
it!
As many readers know, The Looker opened
a sweet shop back in July, some people said
I was mad doing it, but I needed another
income stream to help support The Looker.
We had just stocked up for the predicted
Christmas rush, but on the Saturday when
the Lockdown was announced, I had this

sudden deep depression come over me. A
sort of ‘what is the point’ feeling, but I picked
myself up and just thought, let’s get this
done.
I do however have problems with some
of these brand new ‘essential businesses’
that have popped up, shops that have been
selling birthday cards, now appear to be
selling bread and milk from Bookers, so that
they can claim they are an essential
business. COMPLETE selfishness!
Or the coffee shops that have seats outside,
how is that essential? If I had my way we
would go back to the full lockdown and get
this done, or otherwise we will
just keep having a new lockdown every six
months. They will become like the Music
album ‘NOW THAT’S WHAT I CALL
LOCKDOWN 77!’
But like the old saying goes, build it and
they will come - serve coffee and tea and
they will also come? But don’t complain
when we spend another 12 moths waiting
for a vaccine?
So the important thing for me is that, we
look after each other. Just because
someone says they are okay, does not
mean they are. If you know someone who is
on their own, pick up the phone and have a
chat - isolation is a terrible thing. So please
try to look out for your friends and
neighbours.
I am hoping that by the time the next Looker
comes out on the 2nd of December, we will
be looking forward to a good Christmas
period, but the cynic in me says that we may
have a further extension period added on,
thanks to all the people who just are trying
to carry on as though, it will never affect
them.
Stay safe and if you are feeling bored, why
not have a go at writing a column or article
for The Looker, I am sure many of you have
a counter opinion….so let’s read what you
all think?

In the last issue, we
introduced you to new
Romney Marsh
Countryside
Partnership Ranger,
Lottie Glover and how
she managed to land
the role in an unusual
Covid-affected
interview. Here she
brings us her first
contribution to the
Partnership’s monthly
column, with a
message to enjoy your
fungi…!
With the second lockdown in place, it’s time to really
appreciate nature in our local area again. Why not take an
autumnal walk to see what fungi you can find? Fungi are a
separate kingdom from plants and animals, and includes
moulds, yeasts and mushrooms. The fungi discussed here
are ‘macroscopic filamentous fungi’, with large fruiting bodies
which are often referred to as ‘mushrooms’.

Fungi come in all shapes, sizes and colours, playing a vital
role within the ecosystem. They provide food and shelter for
a range of animals and they help to recycle nutrients from
dead or decaying matter. Some fungi form ‘mycorrhizal
associations’ with tree species, which means they grow in
association with tree roots, forming a symbiotic relationship,
where both sides receive benefits. The fungus receives
sugars from the trees, and the fungus gives the tree roots
moisture and nutrients for the soil in return.

One of the most iconic fungi in the UK is the fly agaric,
Amanita muscaria, the typical fairy-tale toadstool. They
appear in late summer and can be seen into early winter. Fly
agaric has a bright red or orange cap with white spots and
white gills, growing up to 20cm wide and 20cm tall. A
combination of conditions including a reduction in daylight
hours and temperature, and an increase in rainfall trigger the
fruiting of fly agaric. They grow in woodland and heathland
among birch, pine or spruce. Fly agaric may be toxic to
humans, but some animals such as red squirrels and slugs
feed on this fungus. Fungus gnats lay their eggs on fly
agaric, which feed on the fruiting body when they hatch.

We can only see the fruiting bodies – the mushrooms - of
fungi, but beneath the soil is a whole network that we do not
see. Fly agaric forms mycorrhizal associations with birch,
and sometimes other tree species too. Fungi can reproduce
in two ways: by producing spores from the fruiting bodies, or
asexually through fragmentation. The spores disperse in the
wind over large distances, but only a few of these spores will
germinate.

Fly agaric can be found on Dungeness, along the Royal
Military Canal and in most woods on the Marsh, so why not
go to see if you can find one during your lockdown exercise?
For further information about the Partnership, have a
look at: www.rmcp.org.uk.

Fly agaric toadstool

Lottie `Glover

REMEMBRANCE -
RED POPPIES IN THE
OLD SCHOOL
GARDEN
In this strange and difficult year so many of the
regular events and ceremonies that mark the passing
of the seasons have been cancelled. Remembrance
Day is one such event with no Church services and
no social gatherings currently permitted.
However visitors
to, and passers
by the Old
School Garden in
Church Lane will
have noticed the
beautiful display
of poppies that
are on show.
These were
ʻplantedʼ by
Trustee Ann Bidwell and made by local groups and
individuals who, in more normal times, meet at the
Old School. The Garden has provided a special place
of rest, reflection and relaxation for many local
people during the lockdowns and has, we think,
looked particularly lovely this year thanks to our
hardworking gardeners.

Ann and fellow
Trustee Pauline
Reynolds have also
been busy creating a
film diary about the
Old School
throughout this
year. The project is
in conjunction with
Screen South, and by
December there will
be a complete

record of the year 2020 – and what a year it has
been! We should have celebrated 200 years of
education in New Romney with various community
events but we now hope to do this next year. We
hope you will come along and support us .
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friendly, professional service to families.
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Make a
Christmas
wreath andwin
a prize
Teach Me is looking to encourage some
creativity this Christmas with a Christmas
Wreath competition.

We are looking for New Romney residents to
make a traditional or original Christmas
wreath to put on their doors. Our aim is to
cheer everyone up with a fabulous display of
unique decorations this Christmas.

Teach Me, based in Cockreed Lane, New
Romney, was locked down between March
and September. Once safe to reopen, Teach
Me held workshops and courses to bring
some cheer and creativity back into people’s
lives and overcome some of the effects of
the Covid restrictions.

Yolanda Houston co-founder of Teach Me
believes that participating in creative
activities is a great way to re-focus and really
helps in combatting depression and
improving mental health.

Anyone can take part in the competition and
Teach Me is looking for some interesting
entries under the following categories: most
original wreath; recycled materials wreath;
and traditional wreath.

Closing date for entries is Monday 14
December. Submit your entries by taking a

photograph and sending it to
info@teachmecourses.co.uk together with
your contact details.

We will then shortlist the entries under each
of the categories and be offering a prize of
£25.00 cash and a £25.00 Teach Me
Voucher to come along to one of our courses
in 2021. Prizes will be for an overall winner
in each category.

Teach me has a Wreath Making workshop on
12 December, so why not book to come
along for a lovely festive day with lots of
food, drink and goodies. Price is just £40.00
and that includes all your tools, materials and
refreshments. You can book by visiting
www.teachmecourses.co.uk.

It's an ill wind that does
nobody any good.
The queues outside the wool shop and the bookshop
last week were reminiscent of Oxford Street
on Christmas Eve. Not that I have ever done
a last minute mercy dash for gifts and given
someone a hideous tie or cartoon socks.

Anyhow, queues there were as we all
prepared for lockdown #2. I invested in a
new dress. Fat lot of use it will be when
doing a spot of light dusting. Hyacinth
Bucket I am not. No doilies here. An old
mug and lots of dust. Perhaps a smart
outfit will motivate me… Just saying.

Mr P has bought a jigsaw from eBay. Peace all day. Until he
knocked it off the table.

The atmosphere on Wednesday was very jovial as we wished
each other a good lockdown. In fact I was given a Christmas
card and the mountain of boxes from Amazon is steadily
increasing which only serves to add to the Festive feeling.
Everything from cat food to compost. Still, don’t look a gift horse
and all that... As we have no transport now it.s a tad tricky to go
foraging.

Luckily I am finally using my tricycle. Three wheels on my
wagon and two baskets. Cycling along the High Street I spied
that the Shepherds Hut is migrating to a shop opposite the Town
Hall. Fantasia, an offshoot of Artisan, is looking tres chic and will
be opening imminently. Get your Unicorns here I say.

It’s very hard on the shops who have all bought their Christmas
stock. Let’s hope we are freed in early December. I am not
buying presents from Amazon. In fact only heavy essentials
even if some of them are not delivered correctly… Hopefully 100
litres of compost cannot be lobbed over the nearest hedge. And
we don’t want jigsaws scattered all over the garden …. Mrs P

John JamesWilson -
prolific artist

by Jan Holben
This wont be the first nor the last time you will hear me prattle on
about the old Folkestone cemetery, because the number of
interesting and significant characters buried there never ceases to
surprise me. Our small volunteer group works there Saturday
mornings – these lovely volunteers are a pleasure to work with.
The researchers amongst us (Carole, Karl, Hugh and Stephen) had
already uncovered (metaphorically) artist John James Wilson (J.J.
Wilson), who for many years lived in Folkestone, and was buried in
the old Folkestone cemetery. The records confirmed J.J. Wilson
was in the old cemetery, but the headstone had not been to find
because it has fallen face down many years ago. However we
paced out where we believed it was and once located and with help
from our stronger volunteers we managed to turn it over to confirm
we had the right headstone. After a distant researcher contacted me
we were able to fill in lots more of the background on this significant
artist.

J.J. Wlson, was born 1818 in Lambeth, London, and died 1875 in
Folkestone - he was the son of John Wilson also an artist who
painted Scottish landscapes and seascapes. Like his father J.J.
Wilson painted mostly landscapes in the earlier days and in latter
years he also painted seascapes. He moved to Folkestone (the
1861 census had him living at 3 West Terrace Folkestone) with his
family and his father in 1853.
J.J. Wilson was a prolific artist and during his career he exhibited at
the Royal Academy of Arts (55 paintings), the British Institution (57
paintings), the Royal Society of British Artists (384 paintings), The
Royal Scottish Academy (106 paintings)– and others. In his late
20’s the quality of his work was recognised and he was elected a
member of the RBA in1845.
During the period when J.J. Wilson was living in Folkestone his
achievements were frequently mentioned in the local press and in
1869, at the Folkestone Art Union, eight of his painting were
exhibited and offered as prizes – the first prize painting was At
Fecamp, a Normandy fishing village and was valued at 100 guineas
(equivalent to approx £13,000 in todays money).
Many of J.J. Wilsons
seascapes featured
locations around the
Channel and in 1873 he
was commissioned to
paint a picture of
Folkestone as a
testimonial for the local
Member of Parliament
Baron Mayer de
Rothschild in
acknowledgement of the
interest he had taken in
the town – it is not known if the painting was ever completed as the
Baron died in 1874.
J.J. Wilson died aged 57 in 1875 – it was initially unclear exactly
where he died, and was thought to have been the village of Elham,
but the anomaly is resolved as Elham was the registration district,
and he had in fact died at home in Belle Vue House, The Bayle in
Folkestone and the cause of death was given on his death
certificate as cirrhosis.
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A field set aside for wildlife

New book lifts the lid
on Leas funicular
railway

by Andrew South
For anyone who has lived in or visited
Folkestone at some point in the last 145
years, the Leas Funicular Lift will have a
place in everyone’s heart. Originally
installed in 1885, it has been an iconic
part of the town’s modern heritage
ferrying more than 36m (some say as
many as 50m) up and down the cliff from
the seafront to the Leas. There are only
two other lifts like it – in Saltburn and
Lynton & Lynmouth – although its
particular mechanics make it unique in
the engineering world.
And now a new book captures the
history, heritage and hardware of the Lift,
simply entitled The lift, written by Terry
Begent who worked on the landmark
from 2009 to 2016.
“Everyone who has worked on the Lift
has a passion for it – you just can’t do it if
you don’t have the passion,” Terry told
me, well, passionately. “When we had to
close it in 2016 it needed a new braking
system, costing around £67,000 – now it
would cost millions to get it running
again, because it has been decaying.”
A sad tale then, but we all live in hope
that one day, Folkestone’s unique railway
may lift our spirits again…
“I had written bits and pieces about the
Lift, but when lockdown came, I thought it
was a good time to put it all together in a
self-published book.”
And for £20 you might think it is as steep
as the cliff itself, but you will certainly get
more for your money with this weighty
tome – its lavishly illustrated 218 pages
come in at a little under a kilo, the result
of a true labour of love.
It is another fine example of the
extraordinary talent for engineering that
the Victorian era was defined by. It was
highly environmentally-friendly before
there was such a thing, as it emitted no
pollution and recycles all the water that
was used drive the carriages. The Lift

operated
using water
and gravity
and was
controlled
by a small
cabin at the
top of the
cliff.
People
know
Folkestone
from all
over the
world only
because of
its lift and
local
government delegations from as far away
as Valparaíso, in Chile, have come to the
lift to find out the best way to privatise
their own, council-run lifts.
“Thousands of people know of the lift but
very few people know about the lift, its
history and the ingenious and innovative
engineering solutions devised to make it
work,” says Terry. “Those solutions made
it a truly unique installation amongst all
the other cliff lifts around the country.”
Now he has decided not only to tell the
history of the Lift, but reveals the factors
that led to what many believe could be its
final closure four years ago.
“It is time that the true story of the local
landmark was told, in particular the
events that forced the last community
interest company out of business. So, as
one of the directors of that company, I felt
compelled to commit that story to print in
an attempt to shine a light into the dark
corners of its past and to lift the lid on
what has, to date, been a bit of an
enigma, before the details of those
events fade from memory.”
The cost of the book is discounted to £16
for Go Folkestone members, with
postage and packing £3.10 for both
prices.

To make certain of your copy of The lift -
The history, heritage and hardware of
Folkestone’s Victorian water lift, contact
Terry on 01303 250906.

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS
Service & satisfaction above expectation!

I f y ouhaveaBu lkLPGTankbut are not yet
a valued customer of ours –

isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has -or is about to expire,

contact us for a no obligationquote
and survey before winterstarts.
Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex

We do all the work for youwithoutcharge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.

bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

Community
garden ripe for
award

by Jan Holben

Earlier this year, in the early Covid days when news channels
and social media were swamped with pandemic updates
news was received that a significant structure in the old
Folkestone cemetery was to be given protected status.

After weeks of research by local volunteers and with support
from our MP Damian Collins – a welcome letter was received
from Historic England starting ‘I am writing to inform you that
the above building [Machine Gun Corps (Cavalry) War
Memorial] has been added to the List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest. The building is now listed at
Grade II’.

Standing in the old Folkestone cemetery, just inside the
centre gates, the Machine Gun Memorial, made of Portland
stone, is in the form of a cenotaph with a shroud draped on
top. Below the shroud on the front face of the memorial is the
Machine Gun Corps crest in bronze. Below this the
dedication reads: To The Glory Of God & In Memory Of The
39 Officers And 458 Warrant Officers, Non Commissioned
Officers & Men Of The Machine Gun Corps (Cavalry) Who
Fell In The Great War 1914-1919. ‘The Supreme Sacrifice’.

From Historic England: ‘The Machine Gun Corps (MGC) was
formed in October 1915 in response to the need for more
effective use of machine guns on the Western Front. The
cavalry branch consisted of 26 Machine Gun Squadrons, one
per cavalry brigade with the squadrons constituted in
February 1916. A depot for the MGC (Cavalry) was formed at

Maresfield, East Sussex. The memorial to the MGC (Cavalry)
at Folkestone was originally located at the junction of Cherry
Garden Avenue and Cheriton Road and was unveiled on 19
February 1921 by Major-General Sir F H Sykes.Ó

The infantry battalions were equipped with a machine gun
section of two Maxim guns, increasing to four in early 1915.
The obsolescent Maxim had a maximum rate of fire of 500
rounds, so was the equivalent of around 40 well-trained
riflemen. The British Vickers company who manufactured the
Maxim could not keep up with the expanding army, producing
only 200 new weapons per week at the most. The contract
was given to firms in USA which was able to produce guns to
Vickers design under licence.

Former machine gunner George Coppard in his
autobiography ‘With a machine gun to Cambrai’ wrote: “No
military pomp attended its birth or decease. It was not a
famous regiment with glamour and whatnot, but a great
fighting corps, born for war only and not for parades. From
the moment of its formation it was kicking. It was with much
sadness that I recall its disbandment in 1922; like old soldiers
it simply faded away’.

This year on Armistice Day 11th November , as with every
year, a group of veterans, families, civic dignitaries including
F&HDC Chairman Ann Berry, and others stood quietly as
Padre Stephen Brown led with a short spoken service. Ben-
Francis Malcolm Millbery-Jones played a lament on the
bagpipes, and the group, keeping social distance at all times,
lay their wreaths at the foot of the memorial.

“Disposeof
wasteproperly or
faceaction”
Face the consequences for spoiling our
environment – that’s the message from
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
following two successful court actions.

Steven Martin, of St Michael’s Walk in
Hawkinge, agreed to collect waste from
his neighbour for a £50 fee – before
deciding to burn some of it in his back
garden and paying somebody else to
dispose of the bulkier items.

They were later found dumped on land
at Arpinge, near Hawkinge, on 20 April
2019.

Crucially, the incident was reported to
the Council for investigation by a
member of the public and officers were
able to identify the source of the waste.

Mr Martin pleaded guilty to two separate
waste offences under the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 at Folkestone
Magistrates’ Court on 2 November 2020.

He was ordered to carry out 100 hours
of unpaid work, and pay £180 costs and
an £85 victim surcharge.

Meanwhile, Marcus Jones of Dudley
Road, Folkestone, threw two sacks of
waste into a skip on private land in
Bradstone Road in June 2018.

He pleaded guilty to the offence at
Folkestone Magistrates’ Court on 2
November 2020 and has now received a
total bill of £460 for his actions (£250
fine, £180 costs and a £30 victim
surcharge).

Cllr Stuart Peall – F&HDC Cabinet
Member for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste and Building Control –
said: “Inconsiderate behaviour such as
this is taken seriously by this council and
we will prosecute those who choose to
disrespect our environment.

“As both of these cases demonstrate,
reporting incidents is essential in helping
us win the war against those who refuse
to dispose of their waste properly like the
rest of us.”
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Looker Letters

Top: The ruins of the Church of Hope All Saints are all that remains of one of the lost communities of the Marsh. It has been a ruin since the beginning of
the eighteenth century. The Bells were removed to the Tower of St. Nicholas Church in New Romney.

Bottom: Opened in 1881, Lydd Railway Station was once the principal station on the New Romney Branch Line and it had an extensive goods yard
complete with turntable. The last scheduled passenger train through the station was in March 1967.

Don’t be afraid to
treasure your “things”
This might seem a funny opening for an article, but is part of
budgeting. Advertising and the image industry would like us to
change everything every two years, but it is totally unnecessary. If
your child is sleeping in your childhood bed, or you have saved
your baby clothes for the next baby, or used the same pram/baggy
for all your babies, 10 out of 10 marks to you. Children, we found
didnʼt mind hand-me-downs, they are just delighted that it was
new to them! (Teenagers can be a bit more discerning!)
If you find someone with a chest in the hall that belonged to their
grandmother, they may be better off (maybe why they are better
off!) Your worth doesnʼt depend of having the trendiest stuff on the
street. Every person on the planet has an equal right to exist, with
their own opinions, choices, and character. Make it a rule to analyse
each purchase, why am I buying this? Do I really need to change the
sofa/car/winter jacket? Seasonal displays in furniture and decor
always baffles me. A sofa or cabinet is going to be in your house
for 10-20 years, and on average, people decorate a room every ten
years. That is ten winters, springs, summers, and autumns, you
certainly donʼt want anything that only responds to one season!
ʻThingsʼ have become much cheaper in comparison to the amount
of money we have, with the rise of Chinese manufacturing, many

things are the same price now, as they were in 1970s, when the
nation had about a tenth of the money available. Which has
encouraged a ʻdisposableʼ mentality. The chickens are coming
home to roost though, as we realise the world is so cluttered up
with rubbish and plastic, it is harming the environment. So there is
a welcome backlash against everything being cheap and cheerful
and disposable. The popularity of ʻRepair Shopʼ and home crafts
are showing that society is changing. People are wanting things
they can treasure, are more meaningful, and can hand on to their
children, and have poignant memories over.
Clothes have become very cheap (apart from label rip offs) and it is
tempting, with automatic washers to just sling everything in. But it
is worth sorting out your washing, looking after it, and taking the
trouble to repair a torn seam, or replace a button that has fallen
off.
We love books, and have written in every book we have ever
bought, and now, with love, they are being handed on to
grandchildren. They are devouring Mr Men, (we have possibly
missed the poster offer which expired in March 1978) and dog
eared Enid Blytons! (which we pass on having an eye out for the
educational thought police, who have always despised Enid Blyton.
But they have never been out of print.)
I always think it is a bit sad when people are terribly keen to clear
out childrenʼs toys, once they have been put down for ten minutes!
Children get attached to things, and like everything else in their
lives, hopefully they have good memories attached to their ʻthingsʼ
Like they remember the game given by grandma who is no longer
with them to share it, or bought on a memorable holiday with 3/4s
of their spending money!
And who are we to say, that “you have grown out of this or that”

With a spread-out family, the older ones loved having a legit
excuse to help younger ones with their Christmas Lego, or a
magnificent superstructure on the beach. You are grown up for an
awful lot of your life, let our children be children while they can!
Equally sad, to me, is the market in old toys, in original boxes. But
a child never spent hundreds of hours enjoying that toy, if it is still
in itʼs original box, and in good shape!
So donʼt be ashamed of treasuring your “things” and save a lot of
money in the process.

Dear Editor,

At present there is great debate about
whether kids will be ready for next summer's
exams. Wales has just cancelled theirs.
While I know it is tough for everyone right
now, we don't seem to be preparing kids to
be resilient and cope with real life. They've
had an academic year, from September to
get "stuck in" and if they are serious about
their futures, to put in the extra work.

During half-term we visited the Hawkinge
Battle of Britain museum with our
grandchildren. At an age when our kids are
whinging and complaining because they can't
go out and get drunk out of their heads, and
break the covid rules, the Battle of Britain
pilots were putting their lives on the line every
day. With the sure realisation, that if you
survived you were one of the lucky ones. The
population of London had a terrible time, my
mother in law was a driver, during the blitz
and my father in law was a regular soldier.
My mother served in the ATS in Northern
Ireland, and my father worked 12 hours a day
on the home front in a reserved occupation.

The war ended and peace came, but we
grew up in a country recovering. We
remember rationing, and make do and mend
became an art form! Members in our families
left school at 15 and "pulled them selves up
by their bootlaces" by going to night classes
after a day work, and getting qualifications.

Are our young people losing the
determination and resilience to succeed,
against the odds, that is part of humanity?

Today we also heard that some children
regressed during lockdown, in toilet training,
and using cutlery. Surely it is parent's job to
toilet train children, and teach them to use a
knife and fork, not society's responsibility?
Yours,

Mrs June Gooch.

Dear David,

Are you sure that those being settled in the
Napier Barracks are genuine refugees? If you
are then to miss-quote Kipling, "you are a
better man than me".

All the evidence indicates those crossing the
Channel are economic migrants from
countries unable to offer the same
opportunities as the UK.

Unless you can prove me wrong I stand by
my contention that their attempts to settle in
the UK are quite opportunistic.

Had they been able to claim Refugee Status
they would have been able to claim such
status in any one of the countries they
traversed on the way to the French coast.

Their attempts to circumvent the legal means
of achieving refugee status put genuine
applicants at a disadvantage.

The reality is that by encouraging these
illegal crossing the lives of these desperate
people are put a grave risk: those
encouraging them potentially have blood on
their hands as well playing into the very
hands of those who make millions trading in
human misery.

The logical question as to why these people
refuse to claim refugee status in any of the
EU countries is never addressed.

As far as the demonstrations are concerned
the police should have banned those
welcoming these illegal entrants as well as
those protesting their presence.
Regards

Justin Downes

Have your say
Please write to The Looker about any

subject, we really would love to hear from
you

Please include your full name and address
(We will only publish the name of the town

or village)

Email: info@thelooker.co.uk
Post to: The Editor, 10 Mulberry Court,

Grand Parade, New Romney Kent. TN288LZ



Well, it is all change, from the published notes last time, with the
new modified lockdown. Churches have been closed for services.
Many worshippers think it is a little unfair, especially as garden
centres are allowed to open, partly for “mental well- being”
Christians, and religious people in general, have a good record on
mental health because of the emphasis on meeting together for
worship and prayer and sharing life’s difficulties. Churches have
been commended on the thoroughness of their Covid compliance.

Modified arrangements had started to be made for some services
at Christmas, but these have of necessity been put on the
backburner. So look for notices at your local church, for any events
which may happen after the lockdown finishes on December 2nd.

Food Banks, see notes below, these are continuing.

Lydd, All Saints.
Plans are in progress to resume the internet service. Visit the
church website, or Western Marsh churches, and follow links.

RomneyMarsh Community Church.
Weekly Sunday service continue on the internet, recorded each
week, with contributions from many members of the church. If you
would like to join in, visit the church website, and follow the menu,
and you will be able to join the service. It is recorded on YouTube,
so can be accessed at any time.

There are plans for a recorded Carol Service on the evening of
Sunday, December 20th, and it will be available from 6pm.

Snargate St Dunstans.
All communal worship has stopped, but plans are in progress for a
communion service on Christmas morning at 9am. Unfortunately, it
is by ticket only, because of covid restrictions, so if you would like
to come please ring Rev Michael on 01797 361886, or Sylvia on
01797 369230. Preference will be given to regular worshippers,
and closing date is Monday, December 21st. All plans are
provisional, of course, depending on the rules in force after Dec 2nd.

Food Banks.
New Romney, at Community church, on Tuesdays at 5.30-7pm. If
you are struggling to feed your family, contact above number, and
you will be given a voucher to obtain enough food for 3 days.

Any donations can be brought to the church, just before the
session, or any weekday morning. Just ring the doorbell, so the
secretary knows you are there. See note below about donating via
the internet.

Lydd, Hardy Hall, Fridays, 6.30pm-7.30pm. Again, if you are
struggling to feed your family, ring 01797 320345 and you will be
given a voucher. If you have donations, they can be brought to
Hardy Hall just before the session.

Donations can also be given at most supermarkets, ask the check-
out person where the collecting point is in that store.

The website address is https://shepwayfoodbank.org.uk The
website will give you an up to date list of necessities which the
foodbank needs. There is also a new app, called “spareable app”

whereby you can donate money to buy specific items that are most
needed, and it can be bought and go straight to the warehouse.

Church chuckle.
A bishop was on holiday in Devon, and fell into conversation with a
shepherd, out in the country. “How many sheep do you have”
asked the bishop. “About 500” said the shepherd. “In a way, I’m a
shepherd as well” said the bishop. “How many in your flock”
queried the shepherd? “About 2 and half million” answered the
bishop, smiling. The shepherd looked amazed, “your must have
one hell of a time at lambing season”

Wit andWisdom.
A fable for our time.

Miobi was a brave youth from a prosperous, happy village. News
came to them from a nearby village, where the people were in a
bad way. So Miobi set off to see if he could help. When he arrived
he was saddened to find people paralysed with terror. Children
weren’t being cared for, goats weren’t milked, and fires weren’t lit.
“Why”, he asked. “Because of the monster, we could be eaten at
any time” and they pointed to the top of the mountain where a
huge, fierce monster lived. It had the head of a crocodile, body of a
hippo, and tail of a snake.

He set off to deal with the monster. He climbed up, with the sun
facing him. With a trick of light the monster seemed to be getting
smaller, but he kept on climbing. The sun went in, but still the
monster seemed to be getting smaller. And so it was. When he
finally arrived at the top, he found a small toad sized creature,
purring happily, so he put it in his pocket for a pet.

When he returned to the village, they wanted to make a hero of
him for killing the monster. But, with a smile he explained what had
happened. He took the gentle little creature out of his pocket.

He asked it “what is your name” The creature replied, “some call
me war, or famine, or pestilence, but most people call me “what
might happen”.
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Marsh Memories Church Round-Up

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470 675 Dave: 07970804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Whenwewere
young in St.
Mary-in-the-
Marsh in the
50s & 60s
By Patricia Irvine (Aldridge)

Our clothes would be worn and re-worn and
when finally they became too small to be of
use to us, they would be offered to the next
fundraising jumble sale. Another family
would then be able to purchase such articles
for a few pence, a three-penny bit, a tanner
(6d.) or a bob (1/- or 12p.), depending upon
the quality and the remaining use that was
still to be had.
Jumble sales were a method of ensuring
clothes that were not actually worn out,
would go on to do another a ‘hands turn’.
Clothes given for use in this manner would
be clean and well-presented, for there was
an inherent pride in those days
accompanying such contributions. (Unlike
some of the dreadful charity shop donations
dropped outside shop doors today). No one
would purposely put into a local jumble sale,
clothes that were not properly cleaned and
made to look as respectable as possible.
Again, it was a matter of personal pride and
self-respect. Garments would be mended,
washed and ironed before being offered,
they could after all, always be easily traced
back to the original owners! It was beneficial
to be one of the volunteers who helped to
sort and price the garments because you
were in a prime spot, for ‘putting by’
something that appealed to you, for one of
your own children.
I can recall my own awful experience of
being given, at the age of 11 or 12, a bright
red coat. This I knew had been old Mrs
Jerry’s before it turned up at the jumble sale
from where my mother purchased it – for me!
Mrs Jerry was well into her fifties at the time,
possibly even her early sixties, and I was
appalled. The coat was clearly of good
quality, warm and well-looked after, and it still
held the shape of Mrs Jerry who was very
short and rather rotund.
I was always a disappointingly large child
and my mother felt she had secured a true
bargain for her daughter on that day. But the
fact that Mrs Jerry’s shape defined my own
wearing of that coat did absolutely nothing
for my already teetering self-esteem. After
sporting the article as directed on one or two
truly painful occasions, I then flatly refused to
wear it again. However, when I pointed out

that the coat could virtually stand up on its
own accord in the well-defined shape of our
old neighbour; demonstrating the fact to my
beleaguered parents on the lino floor in the
hall, they relented on that occasion. I was so
relieved and delighted to be able to fold it up
and place it in mother’s jumble sale bag for
its next outing in the village ‘Hut’. The profits
made from those jumble sales would often
be ploughed back into the community by
helping to pay for a ‘treat’ for everyone in the
village.
A Sunday School outing, a picnic or a similar
community event would always benefit and
because of this, the entire village – with the
inevitable one or two exceptions – would
take a role in helping the sales to be a
success.
Our shoes, I recall, were bought either at Mr.
Harry Davis’s shop in the Avenue at
Littlestone, or Mr. Cavey’s shop in New
Romney. Our parents always made sure
that we had new shoes properly measured.
These we were expected to look after and
were told, ‘People can tell a lot about another
person by looking at their shoes, and don’t
you forget it!’
So each night, one of us children would have
to clean the entire family’s shoes as part of
our daily chores. We took turns in shoe
cleaning or cutting up the stale bread for the
chicken mash.
Our father when required would often mend
the soles and heels of our shoes himself. In
his large corrugated iron garage/workshop,
which was a real Aladdin’s cave, he had an
old wooden trunk in which he housed his
‘cobbling’ equipment. It was to this tool chest
he would go when repairs to our shoes were
needed and, much later, when stitches to

mother’s leather, Prudential money collecting
bag were required. I remember a hammer,
an awl, a sharp knife, a shoe stand/anvil, a
cutter, spare leather and thread. There were
a variety of large needles, a leather apron (in
case his hand slipped), and also a leather
pad worn on his hand with which to push the
needles through even tougher leather. There
was little our father couldn’t turn his hand to
when required and even if he was uncertain,
which he sometimes was, he’d simply say, “I
don’t know exactly how to fix this…but I’ll
have a good try!” He was usually successful.
Father was a hoarder of many ‘useful’ items
and was always coming home with a staunch
piece of wood, a bike wheel, the odd tool
given to him by an old friend, or a piece of
metal that he had found ‘dumped’
somewhere. These items would be carefully
kept in his workshop. “You never know when
it might come in useful,” he’d say, and he
was often proven right. It wasn’t a
throwaway society then. In those days, so
closely following the war, people were
cautious about their belongings. If they saw
a sound, unwanted item, it would be stored
away for possible future use.
Again, there was a certain pride in being able
to fend for oneself and one’s family and
being self-sufficient when it came to repairs.
It enabled us to retain independence, as well
as the hard-earned ‘emergency shilling’ in
father’s ‘secret’ tobacco tin. It wasn’t secret
at all, of course as we knew it was there in
his top drawer. But we would never have
touched the contents of father’s tobacco tin
(nor let on to that fact that we knew exactly
what it contained). Children are curious
creatures!
www.patriciairvine.co.uk Author of: ‘In Light
and In Shade’.

David Wimble

By June Gooch
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Wood-fired
Sourdough Pizza

Margarita (v) I £8
Tropicana I £9
Parma Ham, Pineapple
Pepperoni I £9
Korean BBQ I £12
Pulled Pork, Roquito Peppers,
Pineapple
Spicy Nduja I £12
Roquito Peppers, Jalapenos
Carne Primo I £12
Pepperoni, Parma Ham, Chorizo,
Roquito Peppers

Wood-fired Burgers
with Fries

The Classic I £10
Crispy Onion, Cheese, Burger Relish,
Lettuce, Tomato, Gherkin
Bulleit & Smokey I £10
Cheese, Bacon, Crispy Onion,
Baconnaise, Lettuce, Tomato,
Gherkin, BBQ Bulleit Sauce

Falafel (v) I £10
Tomato, Lettuce, Gherkin, Sriracha
Mayo

The Elvis I £10
Cheese, Baconnaise, Raspberry Jelly,
Peanut Butter, Lettuce, Tomato

Desserts
Baileys Chocolate Bread &
Butter Pudding I £4
Mixed Berry Cheesecake I £4
Apple Crumble I £4
Chocolate Brownie I £4
Sticky Toffee Pudding I £4
Buttermilk Pancakes with Berry
Compote I £4

THE CITY OF LONDON
68-70 High Street, Dymchurch, TN29 0NL

Telephone: 01303 873979

TakeawayMenu

Monday – Saturday 5.30pm til 8pm Sunday 1pm til 5pm (Sunday Roast & Desserts only)

Bakery Items - Collection times to be arranged when placing your order

Sunday Roast
All Served with Roast Potatoes,
Yorkshire Pudding, Vegetables &
Gravy
Roast Beef I £10
Free Range Turkey I £10
Cider Baked Gammon I £10
Vegetarian Option I £10
All of our roasts need to be pre-
ordered by Saturday & a time slot will
be organised for you to collect on
Sunday.

The Bakery
The below items must be ordered by
4pm the day before you would like to
collect as they are all homemade in-
house.

6 inch Deep Filled Pies I £6
Steak & Stilton, Steak & Ale, Chicken
& Ham

4 Large Sausage Rolls I £6

2 Homemade Runny Scotch Eggs I £6

4 Large Scones I £4
Fruit, Plain, Cheese

10 inch Sponge Cakes I £15
Victoria, Chocolate, Coffee & Walnut,
Lemon, Carrot
(Must be ordered 2 days in advance)

Cream Tea Box I £8
4 Fruit or Plain Scones, Clotted
Cream, Jam, Butter

Cheese Scone Box I £8
4 Cheese Scones, Butter, House
Chutney

Deli Box I £14
4 Sausage Rolls, 2 Scotch Eggs, 4
Cheese Scones, House Chutney

Sweet Treat Box I £10
4 Chocolate Cookies, 4 Blueberry
Muffins, 4 Fruit Scones, Mini
Brownie Bites

Any 2 for £15
On Burgers & Pizza
Monday - Saturday

SPEND OVER £40.00
And get a FREE bottle of wine

Or 6 bottles of Beer

Excludes bakery items and
cannot be

Usedwith our 2 for £15 offer

Starters
Halloumi Fries (v) I £5.50
Roasted Pumpkin Hummus, Sumac

Wood-fired Flatbread (v) I £4.50
Caramelised Onion & Mozzarella

Old Smokey Fishcake I £5.5
Salad & Lobster Hollandaise

Potted Crab & Pickled Cucumber I £5.50
Rustic bread & Salad

Whitebait I £5
Salad & Tartare Sauce

Runny Scotch Egg I £5.50
Salad & House Chutney

Roasted Red Pepper Bruschetta (v) I £5

Baked Camembert (v) I £7
Rustic Bread & House Chutney

Loaded Fries
Bacon, Cheese & Baconnaise I £6

Pulled Beef Chilli, Cheese,Sour Cream I £7

Three Bean Chilli, Cheese, Sour Cream
(v) I £6

Garlic & Chilli King Prawn I £9
Sriracha Mayo, Coriander

Pepperoni, Cheese, Pizza Sauce I £7

Korean BBQ Pulled Pork,
Pineapple I £7

Mains
Beer Battered Cod I £9
Chips, Mushy Peas, Tartare Sauce

Homemade Pie I £9
Peas, Mashed Potato or Chips
Choose from Steak & Ale, Chicken &
Ham or Steak & Stilton

Wholetail Scampi I £10
Chips, Peas, Tartare Sauce

Roasted Vegetable Lasagne (v) I £9
Garlic Bread

Beef Ragu Lasagne I £9
Garlic Bread

Roasted Sweet Potato & Cashew Tart (v)
I £9
Grilled Asparagus, Chips or New
Potatoes


