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Locals left in the dark over
Vaccines on the Marsh

Teachers to
assess
pupils’
grades in
GCSE, A’s
and A-Level
this year
Students have been assured that
they will receive fair results in their
exams cancelled by Coronavirus
Lockdown 3 school closures. The
results will not be done by a
computer algorithm and as some
results were calculated last year
but will now be replaced by
teacher assessment
Teacher assessment will replace
what many head teacher’s
described as “the shambolic
algorithm” which caused exam
Continued page 3

By David Wimble
Many Marsh residents are
perplexed at the lack of information
relating to both Covid testing and
the Vaccination Centres for the
Romney Marsh District.
The Looker has had over 30
emails from frustrated residents
claiming that the local government
has forgotten about the Marsh,
while Folkestone, Hythe and
Ashford all have vaccination hubs
up and running.
Part of the problem seems to be
that local GP surgeries are unable
to deliver the first vaccine, from
Pfizer BioNTech, due to their
inability to guarantee the vaccines
would be administered within their
three day window. The limited time

frame is dictated by the vials
having to be stored at -70 degrees,
and once a batch is removed from
deep freeze it must be used within
3 days.
The UK Government has ordered
40 million doses of the Pfizer
BioNTech vaccine, meaning that
20 million people could be
vaccinated (two doses are
needed).
The game changer has been the
authorisation of the Oxford
AstraZeneca vaccine. This can be
kept at normal fridge temperature,
so there is now a big push for it to
be made much more widely
available, in he

alth centres, GP surgeries and
even high street pharmacies such
as Boots and Lloyds.
The Government has promised to
vaccinate 13 million people before
mid-February; this would cover all
those in the most vulnerable
sectors including health workers.
One of the letters to our office said:
“It’s not that we are at the end of
the universe down on the Marsh,
we are within 55 miles of London,
we represent a huge part of our
country’s economy, with both
Eurotunnel and the Port of Dover
on our doorstep. We are the ones
that suffer every time they close
the borders, with our roads being
Continued page 2

STOP
PRESS
It has been confirmed that
Lydd Airport is now
operational for the
vaccinations of Covid-19.
A roll out to doctor’s
surgeries across the district
has also been confirmed in
the coming weeks.
The Looker would like to
thank all the agencies that
have worked so hard to set
this up in such a short time.

Continued from page 1
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blocked with miles of traffic, you would have thought that we would
be given a bit of help.”
Social media has been rife with worried and anxious comments from
people asking what the local authority is doing about it.
In one letter, someone working within the health sector stated how
concerned they are that none of the doctors’ surgeries on the Marsh
are currently planning to administer the vaccine. He said: “It’s
because the local PCN (Primary Care Network) has not signed up for
it so that means none of them will be doing it! Oak Hall and Church
Lane Surgeries in New Romney along with Martello or Lydd... it’s a
bloody disgrace that other surgeries will be getting the vaccines but
our PCN hasn’t bothered to apply, god knows when we’ll ever get it!
“We will be behind everywhere else all because Invicta Health Care
along with Channel Health and Oak Hall are like a bunch of bloody
kids... and can’t get on. It’s a joke! They are supposed to pull
together but won’t. The people of the Marsh will suffer as the rates
are very high at the moment!”
Plans have been put forward to NHS England about using Lydd
Airport as a Centre and as we go to press it looks as though this site
will be given the Green Light by NHS England, with the Oxford
AstraZeneca vaccine being used.
The Looker spoke with Alistair Lindsay, who is the Associate Director
of Primary Care Transformation, Development & Improvement at
NHS Kent & Medway Clinical Commissioning Group. He explained
that, with the use of the Oxford vaccine, the airport would be the

ideal primary site, with the opportunity for vaccines to then be
distributed to doctors’ surgeries across the district.
Folkestone and Hythe District Council has been pushing for a
designated site for the Marsh since the first release of the vaccines,
and has been taking part in daily meetings.

Looker Comment
With the release of the Pfizer vaccine, we saw the light at the end of
the tunnel, but because of its limitations for distribution, it was quite
rightly mainly designated to front line workers at hospitals, other care
workers and the most vulnerable.
With the new Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine, this is a significant game
changer. It is a lot less complicated to administer and is being rolled
out as quickly as is practically possible. The main problem is that the
whole country wants it and we all want it now! As with anything on
this scale, only so much can be done instantly, and The Looker
knows that our local authority is taking huge steps to look not only at
‘prime’ sites across the whole district, but also at alternatives.
However setting up the Centres is only the first step. We will then
have to kit them out and recruit appropriately qualified staff. We
might find our next logistical issue is the availability of people to
administer the vaccine.
As well as a Centre on the Marsh (most likely Lydd Airport) the
District Council has also offered the Folca Building in Folkestone
(formally Debenhams) as a district-wide Vaccination Hub, along with
the Folkestone Civic Centre.
We will get there, and not rushing the next few weeks and keeping
locked down is the best way we can move forward, slowly and
surely, with getting back to normal.

chaos over the summer after GCSEs, AS and A-Levels were cancelled
due to lockdown.
One of the biggest concerns was the ability for pupils to study at home,
with many households not having access to computers, laptops and
tablets for children to be able to work online.
The Government have given assurance that Education is key and that
they intend to make sure that pupils have the equipment and access to
adequate internet, to enable them to study from home.
When Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced a third national
lockdown on Monday night, he announced that Schools in our part of
Kent will have to shut down other than for a small number of pupils
whose parents are either key workers, or classed as being vulnerable.
This resulted in the cancellation of key summer exams and the
Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson has now laid out what will
happen next.

Stop Press
Lydd Airport has been confirmed
as a Romney Marsh Vaccine Hub.
It is hoped that will start being
administered from the

20th January

Addressing the House of Commons he said: "This year we are going to
put our trust in teachers and not algorithms". Over the summer, opting
for the latter led to many students missing out on University places
having received questionably low marks. The decision was then
reversed.”
He went on to explain: “Schools and Colleges will be allowed to make
judgements on whether to continue with January tests. We want to
allow January assessments to continue where it is judged right to do
so."

Editor’s Word
Well, Covid really is taking a grip on our district, as I am sure

you have all seen on our TV, with stories of local doctors
and hospitals working flat out and also having their
resources stretched to breaking point.
As many of you know I am on the District Council and I am
sure that when I stood for election, I had no idea that I
would be getting involved with some of the things that I
have recently been involved in. Two things in particular I
really do think need a mention. Firstly, just about every
councillor - whether Parish, Town, District or County - has
been inundated with enquiries from people they represent
about what is happening with the Vaccine Centres? Well I
hope by the time this edition comes out we will have the
Lydd Airport Vaccine Centre up and running, along with the
ones already operating in Hythe at the Oaklands Surgery, at
the Civic Centre at Folkestone and at Hawkinge Community
Centre.
I cannot praise enough the officers of the Council, under the
directorship of our Chief Executive Susan Priest, for the
round the clock meetings they have been involved with all
over Christmas, dealing with multiple organisations and
central government, to make this happen.
I know there have been concerns, but waiting for the correct
information is far safer than everyone getting excited by the
wrong information.
Another thing that is closer to home for me is the amazing
work Folkestone and Hythe District Council have done in
the roll out of business grants, during the first lockdown and
the subsequent November local lockdown. They set up a
system that paid out nearly £24 million to help businesses
through the hardship of having to close their doors, along
with a further £4 million for businesses who were not
business rates registered.
These grants were paid quite often within a week of the
Government announcement. To put this in perspective,
many district councils are still processing grants from the
summer!
Ongoing business support is essential to keep our economy
on track for a recovery and again the Council have provided
all the information that any business will need, find it by
going to the website: www.folkestone.works
You will notice that I have written most of the paper, just like
the first 6 years. Andrew South has decided to pursue a
career in setting up his own public relations press office and
we wish him well! That does however mean that we have
some new people starting to get involved and over the
coming weeks, I hope you will see a number of different
writing styles.

Responding to concerns over preparedness for online learning
following the 11th hour u-turn on school closures he said: "We are now
better prepared to deliver online learning."
In most of Kent schools were told that they would stay shut five days
before the start of term but in some areas that decision was not made
until a day into the new term.
Mr Williamson said delivery of laptops and tablets "continues apace"
with 750,000 devices due to be delivered by end of next week.
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And it’s not too late to get involved! If you would like to write
for The Looker on any subject, please do not hesitate to get
in contact with me, by email david@thelooker.co.uk or call
me on 01797 364837.
Keep safe, stay in and let The Looker keep you up to date
on all the news that matters across our district.
Happy reading
David & The Looker team
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Dungeness closed
to visitors

Super-trawlers and the
effect on the British Fishing
industry
With the Brexit deal in place, concerns over our fishing waters have
never been more prominent. But are we getting shafted by our

and a Site of Special Scientific Interest, the estate had been
owned by the Paine family trust since 1964. The estate has
many stories about the goings on in what some people see
as a desolate, but magical place. It was rumoured that the
site was won in a game of cards.
With the Tier 4 lockdown in place along with strict rules on
travel, EDF the current owners of the Dungeness Estate
have decided to close the Dungeness Estate to visitors.
This does not affect the ability for residents or the
emergency services and the RNLI crew, to enter or leave the
estate, but is aimed at the general public.

In November 2015 it was purchased by EDF Energy, who
run the Dungeness B power station. The ownership includes
the freeholds for
22 chalet homes,
mostly converted
railway cottages,
which are subject
A spokesperson reported to The Looker: “We are in very
challenging times and this decision was not taken lightly, but to 99-year lease,
but not the area's
is an attempt to help restrict the spread of the COVID-19
two lighthouses,
virus and to encourage the public to avoid unnecessary
the Pilot pub,
journeys and observe social distancing.”
Romney, Hythe
The 468-acre Dungeness estate is private. Designated as a and Dymchurch
Railway station or
National Nature Reserve, a Special Area of Conservation
the neighbouring
RSPB reserve.

European partners. The Looker asked Barry Gilbert to discover the
truth of commercial fishing in our waters.
Various articles have appeared in the British press regarding industrial
fish processing vessels, known as Super-trawlers.
A spait of these vessels became more prominent than in 2019 when they
gathered in what has been described as a concerted assault on British
offshore and coastal fish stocks in the last days of EU legislation. Talks
were still in progress regarding in what manner the UK would take back
control of it's territorial waters, while eight Royal Navy warships were
identified for patrolling UK waters.
The matter, frequently a focus of heated debate in all parts of the UK,
was underlined by Captain Garry Oates, on the 18th December, 2020, of
the charity, Blue Seas Protection, in one word: 'Ecocide'.
Garry was quoted in the media pointing out that nine of the world's
largest super-trawlers were operating south east of The Isle of Wight,

Every year it is estimated that over 1 million people visit the
estate, with people visiting for both the unique beauty of the
peninsular and the Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway.
Last year, Prospect Cottage was purchased as a living
museum in tribute to one of it’s former owners, the artist and
producer Derek Jarman.
The estate has also been very popular with film makers and
advertising agency’s for location shoots.
Signs advising of the shutdown will be put in place at the
entrance to the estate and it is not known how long it will be
necessary to keep this measure in place.
stating that he believed the vessels were operating in a last minute act of
defiance and destruction before the Jan. 1 deadline.
There can be no doubt that failure to prevent such actions will have
effected UK fish stocks, the catches of our own small fishing vessels,
jobs, plus the availability and price of fish for all UK coastal communities.
Greenpeace published an article on line regarding super-trawlers,
including vessel names and claimed fishing times in UK waters.
Checking the position of these vessels on AIS, a vessel location program,
unusual position inconsistency seemed apparent, as it appeared, in UK
waters, satellite transponder operation had not been consistent.
It is normal for UK fishing vessels to be observed by satellite
continuously, their position known.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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This does not necessarily appear always to be the case with supertrawlers that have entered UK waters.
However, even if super-trawlers chose to enter UK waters with their
transponder not operating, they can still be identified with algorithms that
detect vessel behaviour, which also means, nothing, in The English
Channel, moves undetected or recorded.

Lydd
Runners set
for
Marathon
Charity
Challenge
Two runners from Lydd aim to complete a 200 mile run in aid of The
MacMillan Cancer Charity..
The idea was to try and do 7 marathons in a week, but that then
changed to 200 miles in six and a half days.
Paul Willis and running partner Ben Turner have both directly been
affected by cancer within their families and witnessed first hand the
amazing work that MacMillan do.
Paul told The Looker: “Like so many people our lives have been
affected by the devastating affect Cancer can have on a family, both
our mother’s have had the long battle associated with the dreaded
cancer diagnosis. Unfortunately, one of our mum’s has lost her
battle and the other is still having that fight. Throughout their
treatments the support, help and advice given to them by the
Macmillan nurses has been overwhelming and absolutely priceless”.
Ben Turner (44) and Paul Willis (58) have decided to give
something back to Macmillan. Both being keen runners for several
years now, they decided to, at first run a marathon, but felt this was
not enough, so a week’s worth of marathons was decided on, which
in turn became a 200 mile coastal run.
On Easter Sunday, the 4th April 2021 they will be running from
Lulworth Cove, Dorset to their home town of Lydd, covering an
average of 35 miles a day, totalling 200 miles in 7 days. Their aim is
to finish on the Rype in Lydd at midday on Saturday 10th April.
Their route will be 95% directly along the coast with overnight stops
at Barton-On-Sea , Portsmouth, Worthing, Eastbourne, Hastings,
and Rye.

Best Advice Ever –
Just Two Words
by Jan Holben

Paul told The Looker; “ We have been very lucky with the support
offered to us from businesses, friends and family, we have some
great hotels on the route that have offered us accommodation and a
much needed breakfast, that is of course, Covid permitting! But we
are so committed that even if we are not able to stop at these hotels
and guest houses, we will camp out.
We would like to thank the following businesses that have offered us
overnight accommodation and support:
Spurwing Guest House at Wareham on Saturday 4th April
The Cliff House Hotel at Barton-On-Sea on Sunday 5th April
The Village Hotel at Portsmouth on Monday 6th April
Baltimore Guest House in Worthing on Tuesday 7th April
Bay Lodge Guest House in Eastbourne on Wednesday 8th April
White Rock Hotel in Hastings on Thursday 9th April
The Mermaid Inn in Rye on Friday 10th April
We are being supported on the route by our main sponsor Scott
Wilson Massage Therapy who we are hoping can keep our legs
moving to the finish line, It would be great to see you all there to
cheer us on at the Rype. We aim to be there for midday and would
appreciate a huge welcome back home. Every single donation is
very much appreciated whether it's £5, £10 it will help so much for
this amazing Charity.
You can follow us
@lulworth2Lydd200
on Just Giving, Face
book which will be
updated daily on the
journey, You Tube
and Instagram. All
your support for this
wonderful charity is
greatly received with
massive thanks.

Walking Charlie our doggie, and this time and decided to visit the
Warren – it is a bright day, not many clouds in the sky, although
there is a bit of a breeze going on, so we (Richard and I) wrapped
up warm
The Folkestone Warren is one of those wonderful places where
you can get away from the world – described as a: Ò316.3hectare (782-acre) biological and geological Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) which runs along the coast between
Folkestone and Dover in KentÓ - it is always worth a visit.
Whilst Richard walked further along the sea wall towards
Folkestone with Charlie the dog – I sat on the sea wall day
dreaming and watching the huge waves. I wondered what I could
do if they got swept away by a big wave – but felt assured that
Charlie the Leo would save them both because he has webbed
feet so in theory he could!!
Anyway, day dreaming aside, I spotted another human on the
beach – and I ambled on over to see what he was doing – and I
met Tom.
Tom was raking up seaweed that the waves had dragged onto the
beach, piles of sea weed – and once he had collected a pile he
shovelled into old compost bags. I asked him what he was doing –
and he said each day he comes to the Warren and collects sea
weed, 8 sacks of it daily, and he puts it on his allotment.
Tom is 73 years old, but didn’t seem to be struggling, he collected
a couple of bags, put them into his old wheelbarrow and trundled
them up to his waiting van – and came back down again to chat
with me. He told me he walks along the Warren coast line from
Dover to Folkestone, depending on weather and tide, collecting
sea weed for his allotment – 100% nutritious for plants, he said in
his southern Irish accent.
I asked Tom how long he had lived in this area – he said he had
lived here, off and on, for more than 40 years. He came from just
outside Dublin where he lived close to the sea, and he told me
that he always wanted to be close to the sea. He also loved to
travel and had visited many countries over the years; Vietnam,

Thailand, Romania, Bulgaria, India – he already had his plans for
next years holiday.
I asked him how often he came to the Warren to collect seaweed
– every day, he said – and he told me how important this routine is
for him. He explained that years ago, when he was working, he
would easily drink perhaps 10 pints or more, just at lunchtime. His
doctor said he wouldn’t make old bones, his liver would be shot if
he didn’t cut back - but he didn’t take much notice at the time.
In more recent years Tom realised that he had to change – but he
said its hard when you are sitting around doing nothing much. He
said that he found the answer is to ‘keep busy’ - he said it was the
saving of him ‘just keeping busy’ he said he would give that advice
to anybody. So he spends most mornings collecting seaweed,
goes home for a rest and lunch, and then works on his allotment
until dark. He keeps busy – and barely touches alcohol now, it’s
there but he is just not that interested in it nowadays, he has
better things to do.

The Looker wishes
the Dymamic Duo all
the best with their
amazing endurance
run and hope that
you will help by
donating to their
charity appeal.

Paul & Ben

LYDD
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Marsh man
charged with
drug offences

Sea Defences Get Makeover
The beach between St Marys Bay and Littlestone will be getting a major beach
replenishment starting next week (Monday 25th January) which is planned to last until
early March.

By Jan Holben

Three Suspected drug dealers from Hythe
and Romney Marsh have been arrested in
Folkestone following a police chase.
The chase started after a car failed to stop
for officers in Forresters Way, Folkestone on
Tuesday January 5.
Later the vehicle was found abandoned in
the Longford Terrace area, and officers
found and seized quantities of cash and
wraps of suspected Class A drugs following
a search of the car.
Mobile phones and drugs paraphernalia
were also found during the search, and the
officers were able to track down the
suspects.
A 24-year-old man from New Romney, and a
man and a woman from Hythe, 53 and 36
respectively, were all arrested on suspicion
of being concerned in the supply of Class A
drugs.
The two people from Hythe were also further
arrested on suspicion of driving offences.
All three were released on bail until 28
January while enquiries continue.

Asylum Seekers Hunger What Community Issues
matter
to
you
Strike

Environment Agency project manager Louise Sturgeon told The Looker editor David
Wimble: “Generally, the project will replicate what we did last year including removal of
the shingle from the promenade at St Marys Bay, compounds at the Jesson Outfall
and Coast Road (by the water tower)”.
In the past the beach has been ‘blasted’ by spraying the dredged shingle onto the
coastline from a ship.
This time the shingle will be excavated and moved by lorry along the coast, graded
and distributed to form an enforced sea defence.
The coastline from Littlestone towards Dungeness relies totally on the shingle and
sand dunes for sea defences. With seasonal storms sweeping thousands of tonnes of
shingle further along the coastline, redistributing it is a way of keeping the coastline
safe for the next 12 months.
There have been calls for better full-time sea defences for my years, but the beach reworking is seen as an economic stop gap. However insurance companies are getting
more concerned about unprotected stretches of coastline.
Kent County Councillor Tony Hills told The Looker: “This is welcome news that the
Environment Agency are doing this work, but we really do need to push harder for the
continuation of sea defences from Littlestone round the Dungeness peninsular to join
up with the work that has been done through Camber towards Dungeness.”

Is there an issue you think should be appearing on council papers
for discussion in the coming financial year?

Recent reporting in National newspapers indicates that the
approximately 400 asylum seekers in Napier Barracks are
suffering with insanitary and unsafe conditions at the
Barracks where they are temporarily accommodated.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s overview and scrutiny
committee is planning its programme for 2021/22 and seeking
suggestions for district-wide matters which are important to your
community.

Around 400 asylum seekers arrived at Napier Barracks in
September 2020, this was a sudden and unexpected move
by the Home Office, and our MP and local councillor had not
been involved in discussions or decisions. The Home Office
explained that with the increase in numbers of asylum
seekers arriving on our beaches, added to the difficulties in
‘processing’ existing and newly arrived asylum seekers due
to Covid, that they had been forced to look for alternative
accommodation at very short notice.

Ideas will be subject to the approval of the monitoring officer.
Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee will then
consider proposals alongside forthcoming decisions to select and
approve a work plan for the coming year at their meeting on 30
March 2021. The recommended work plan will be the subject of a
decision made at the Annual Meeting of the Council on 5 May
2021.

Since September 2020 when the newly arrived asylum
seekers were welcomed to Napier Barracks by many local,
and not so local, asylum charity workers and supporters
there has not been much news with the exception of frequent
calls by charity workers to rehouse the migrants because
they say that conditions inside the brick build Barracks,
previously used to accommodate squaddies, is insanitary
and poor.
It is now being reported that of the approximately 400 men
who are accommodated in Napier Barracks, that many of
these men have been on ‘hunger strike’ for some days. They
are protesting at a lack of information about their asylum
claims, because most of these men have been there since
September 2020 and still do not know when their claim will
be processed. They also claim that conditions inside the
Barracks are crowded, causing an increased risk of
contacting Covid, with broken toilets and handbasins making
it even more insanitary.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for
Communities, said: “We want to discuss the issues that residents
believe will help make our district even better, so this is a great
opportunity to let us know what matters to you and what you think
we should be talking about.”
While they do not have to be limited to the council or the services
it provides, proposed ideas cannot include planning applications,
licensing matters, housing appeals or disciplinary issues. (Topics
outside of the remit of the council, where the council has no
powers or influence will not be considered. Cllr Rebecca Shoob,
overview and scrutiny committee chairman, added: “If you have a
topic you would like us to discuss, please put forward your
suggestions. This invitation is open to everyone and will help
shape our scrutiny programme for the coming year.
To share your idea with us, please complete the form which can
be found at folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/your-council/democracy/
council-scrutiny. The deadline for submissions is Friday 5
February 2021.

Some migrants are so worried about catching Covid that they
have been sleeping outside in freezing temperatures, in
sleeping bags – and it is reported that in the last few weeks
there have been two suicide attempts. Charity volunteers are
also now unable to enter the Barracks, due to high risk of
Covid.
Clare Mosely, founder of Care4Calais said: “We’re extremely
worried about the asylum seekers held in Napier Barracks.
The conditions they are being kept in are cramped, stressful
and dangerous. Asylum seekers have fled terrifying
dangers, war and persecution. They need support and
protection – instead our government is treating them with
cruelty”.
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‘UNPRECEDENTED RISK
AND UNCERTAINTY’
AS KCC OUTLINES DRAFT BUDGET
The impact of COVID-19 has led to enormous
uncertainty and an unprecedented challenge for Kent
County Council as it prepares its budget for the next
financial year.
KCC has had to take this uncertainty into account as
it prepares its draft budget for 2021-22, which is
published Last week. This follows a public
consultation in the autumn which produced the
highest response rate to any similar consultation.
The budget proposals will be voted on at the full
County Council meeting in February.
The council needs to spend around £1.128bn on dayto-day services, which equates to about £720 for
every person living in the county. This is an increase
of £64.7m (6.1%) on the approved budget for 202021.
The increase equates to £67.50 a year for band D
households, equivalent to £1.30 a week, and lowincome households can still claim discounts on their
council tax bills under schemes operated by each
district.
In order to balance the budget, the council has also
had to find savings and make some difficult choices.
This was the main focus of its budget consultation in
which residents were asked which services were a
priority and where they were prepared to see funding
reduced. Taking resident feedback into account, the
council has identified a number of savings that will
close the budget gap while protecting, as far as
possible, essential services.
KCC Leader Roger Gough said: “The government’s
financial settlement in December was very welcome
indeed, but much of that is one-off funding for
COVID-19, and it is very clear from our budget
forecasting that it is not enough to meet the projected
shortfall for next year.

ZigZag in Darkness

By Jan Holben
Towards the end of November dog walkers and joggers noticed that at night time
hours (4.30pm onwards) many of the street lights along the main path in the
Coastal Park were not working. Some walkers had also said that they could hear
group of youths who were gathered in the ZigZag ‘caves’ which is an especially
dark area. Joggers and dog walkers said it made them feel very unsafe as they
walked past the ZigZag path and some females joggers said that they would only
take that route now when accompanied by their partners because they felt so
vulnerable. Some female walkers had also been subjected to rude gestures as
they walked through the park, and these incidents had left them feeling frightened
and shocked – these incidents were reported to the police at the time.
At the time back in late
November these
broken lights were
reported to the district
council - the council
officer responded “In
regards to the
lightening this is all in
hand as a priority
matter, our
Engineering's and
Building Specialist has
had survey carried out
for all of the street
lights in the Coastal
Park and the works to
address the lights will be completed as soon as possible” - and had promised
increased high visibility patrolling of this area. A couple of weeks later, most of the
broken lights appeared to have been repaired – and when joggers and walkers
were asked if they felt safe – they responded that they did feel safe.
However, it is now mid January (some 6 weeks after the initial complaint) and a
recent walk through the Coastal Park – end to end – gave a count of a massive
twenty eight street lights that were not working. From the ZigZag path to
Folkestone end twenty one lights were out, and from the Sandgate end to the
ZigZag path seven lights were out. Walkers and joggers have to navigate fairly
long distances between working light, and on a cloudy night it is nigh pitch black
along the pathway. The broken lights have again been reported to the district
council, with a promise that this work will be chased up urgently.

Folkestone Pandemic
activist charged
A Folkestone man was charged last week after taking part in London
during an Anti-lockdown protest.
The protestor who stated his name was ‘Earth Angel’ said that he was
from Folkestone and of no fixed abode.
The protest march was organised by a group called the StandupX
organisation, who planned to set up other rallies across the country,
including one scheduled for Folkestone.

Protesters were heckled by members of the public Mask-less
demonstrators chanted ‘take your freedom back’ as they marched
through the capital last weekend in protest against the national
lockdown.
But clearly not everyone was on board with their message, with one
bystander branding them ‘idiots’ and a woman shouting from her car
saying: ‘There’s a pandemic going on you morons!’
Around 30 protesters marched across Clapham Common, south
London, and then down the high street, where a heavy police
presence awaited them.
The Metropolitan Police said five people had been arrested at the
demonstration, organised by the StandupX group, which wound down
by around 2pm.
The Folkestone man detained on Clapham Common shouted ‘I stand
under common law, not maritime law and this is assault’, as he was
put into handcuffs by police officers. He was believed to be trying to
organise a mass march through local high streets. Protesting with his
claim that the Covid 19 virus is all Fake News.
In a statement Police said: ‘Gathering for the purpose of a protest is
not an exemption to the rules. ‘Those looking to gather for future
events are urged to stay at home, or face enforcement action by
officers.’

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster
Our NHS is leading the world in the rollout of the
coronavirus vaccine. We were the first country to
use the Pfizer vaccine, and we now have regulatory
approval for the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine, and
the Moderna vaccine. We have vaccinated more
people against coronavirus as a proportion of our
population than any other country but that still
means people want to know when they will get
theirs.
The advice remains the same, that you should wait
to be contacted by the NHS and be told that your
turn has come to receive the vaccine. Locally
people have been vaccinated at the William Harvey
hospital, particularly older more vulnerable residents,
when attending the hospital for other appointments.
COVID vaccines are also being administered from
Oaklands surgery in Hythe. NHS England has given
regulatory approval for the vaccine to be
administered in Folkestone from a special facility at
the Civic Centre, and this is now due to start next
week. NHS England will this week be asked to give
approval for vaccinations to be carried out on
Romney Marsh at Lydd Airport. Here the airport
owners have agreed to provide a shuttle service to
take people without their own transport from the bus
stop closest to the airport entrance on Romney Road
to the airport terminal building. They’ll also be
working with local volunteer groups to help provide
other forms of transport for people that don't have
access to a car. Again, subject to regulatory approval
and the delivery date for the supply of the vaccine,
we expect vaccinations to start at Lydd during the
week commencing 18th January. In addition to the
operation of these vaccine centres, our local NHS is
also preparing to administer the Oxford vaccine,
which is easier to store and transport, in community
locations including in care homes. We remain on
track to meet the government stated objective to
ensure that by the middle of February, all vulnerable
people, and people aged over the age of 70 will
have received their vaccine.
There are also new covid testing facilities available
for local residents. People who have no symptoms of
coronavirus but want to check whether they may be
carrying the virus asymptomatically, can be tested in
Folkestone at the library at Grace Hill, and now also
at Hawkinge Community Centre. People who have
COVID symptoms can still make a booking for a
COVID test at the walk-in centre at the Stadium in
Aldridge Road in Folkestone. You can find more
information about this online at the County Council
website kent.gov.uk/coronavirus
Overall the rate of infection for the coronavirus
remains high, particularly in London and South East
England. In Folkestone and Hythe, the rate of
infection is no longer rising as fast as it was, but we
are yet to see a sustained fall back to the level we
were at before the tier 4 restrictions were introduced.
It is likely that until we can be confident that all of
those people most at risk to the coronavirus have
received the vaccine, that we will have to continue to
observe social distancing rules. At least though, we
can say that day is drawing closer.
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Carm says get
creative!
As we stay safe in lockdown once again,
it provides us with plenty of time to
reflect. CARM’s art project - Creative
Reflections: Remembering Lockdown is
the perfect way to capture those
reflections and this moment in time.
Perhaps you have taken a photo of the
beautiful frost whilst on a daily walk, or
you have been writing limericks to
amuse your friends and family on a
Zoom call.
Have you spent time doodling to calm
your mind or perhaps you knit to keep
your hands busy? Whatever your
creative passion, however you choose to
unwind, capture this moment in time and
share it with others. You never know you
might just inspire someone else to pick
up a paint brush, try a new craft or
simply take more photos.
CARM welcomes entries from anyone
across the community. You can share
your artwork with them by using the app.

Visit: www.carm.imobile.one or by emailing
rem@carmromneymarsh.org.uk.
Or send them to Caring Altogether on Romney Marsh at Unit 12
Mountfield Road, New Romney, TN28 8LH – and don’t forget to
include your name and contact details.
We look forward to seeing your lockdown creations.

Migrant Update
By David Wimble
Migrants have rushed to the UK in unprecedented numbers,
despite bitter winter conditions. A huge number of migrants
have attempted to cross the Channel, with the Home Office
even considering using an overseas military holding centre.
With a break in the weather, migrants risked sub-zero
temperatures to cross the Channel. The Home Office
confirmed more than 100 migrants had arrived in England after
making the crossing on Saturday 9th and a further 114 on
Sunday 10th January.
Border Force dealt with six incidents involving a total of 103
people, while the French authorities stopped three boats from
entering UK waters.
One boat, with about 30 people on board, was rescued 23
miles off Beachy Head after it got "into difficulty".
But the big breaking story being filtered out of the Home Office
was that the Home Secretary Priti Patel had considered
shipping UK asylum seekers to an island in the South Atlantic!
In a leaked document to the Financial Times, it was claimed
that Home Office officials were asked to explore the logistics of
building migrant centres on Ascension Island and St Helena.
The Home Secretary is quoted asking officials to explore the
construction of an asylum processing centre for migrants
coming to Britain, on Ascension Island, a British Overseas
Territory in the South Atlantic, more than 4,000 miles from the
UK. The Home Secretary’s officials also looked at the
possibility of building an asylum centre on St Helena, part of
the same island group.
The Foreign Office was consulted on the plan and provided an
assessment of the practicality of shipping asylum seekers to
the remote locations.
This comes at a time when the Napier Barracks in Shorncliffe
are reported to be at full capacity with 400 migrants. Concerns
have also been raised that an outbreak of Covid-19 affecting
up to 20% of the migrants is stretching resources, with limited
space for Covid infected men to self-isolate because they
simply do not have enough space for isolation rooms.
Local residents have contacted The Looker stating that the
‘quick fix’ solution of using Shorncliffe has not only been
ineffective, but is now endangering the local community. They
fear an increased spread of the Covid virus, worried by the
free movement of migrants within the community, who are able
to come and go from the Barracks at will.
Channel crossings make up only a small proportion of the
more than 34,000 people who registered asylum claims in the
UK in the year to June, but unofficial estimates suggest the
numbers using the route have grown.
By the end of August last year over 5,000 people had arrived
in dinghies, more than twice the 1,890 seen in the whole of
2019. This increase has become a campaigning issue
for right-wing politicians, notably Brexit party leader
Nigel Farage.
Several Whitehall officials told the
Financial Times that Ms Patel
had ordered work on
how other
countries dealt with
what Home Office
ministers have called
“illegal” migration —
including the
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approach in Australia, which runs several offshore asylum
centres.
Ascension Island, used as a staging post to supply and defend
the Falkland Islands, has an RAF base and a population of
less than 1,000. However, moving asylum seekers there after
they have arrived in the UK would pose a major logistical
challenge.
Australia has used offshore processing and detention centres
for asylum seekers since the late 1980s.
The proposal is further evidence of the influence of Tony
Abbott’s ideas on Boris Johnson’s government. The former
Australian prime minister, who is known for his tough stance
on immigration, was appointed as a trade adviser to the
Government and recently met with Ms Patel.
Ms Patel’s team also looked at the idea considered by the EU,
of creating a centre for processing asylum claims in north
Africa so that migrants could be screened before making the
hazardous trip to Britain. The plan echoes proposals put
forward by Brussels when the UK was still a member of the
EU.
A Home Office official told The Looker: “The UK has a long
and proud history of offering refuge to those who need
protection. Tens of thousands of people have rebuilt their lives
in the UK and we will continue to provide safe and legal routes
in the future. As ministers have said we are developing plans
to reform policies and laws around illegal migration and
asylum to ensure we are able to provide protection to those
who need it, while preventing abuse of the system and the
criminality associated with it.”
The latest spate of migrant crossings has led to
people asking the question, have the UK’s new
Brexit arrangements had any effect on the legal
position for migrants arriving in the UK?
The Government said it would assess each person
and look to return those who have no legal right
to remain.
Minister for Immigration Compliance Chris Philp
said: "Legislative changes to the law are being
made to enable cases to be treated as
inadmissible if they have travelled through
a safe country."
The number of migrants reaching
the UK by boat was four
times greater in
2020 than 2019,
according to
official figures.
At least 8,400
people made
the crossing in
2020 while
the year
before the
figure was 1,844.
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LUXURIOUS GRAND DESIGN MAKEOVER
OF SEAFRONT CARE HOME TO OPEN IN SPRING
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The well-respected and established Madeira
Lodge Care Home is soon to complete its 1.5
million pound development transformation to
offer the best in dedicated dementia and elderly
care in the area.
Due to open this spring, the completely redesigned seafront care home will offer the
latest facilities and technology to support
residents with dementia, and related illnesses,
in a holistic and enabling space.
Working with a specialist design team, and
consultation with current care home residents,
every consideration has been given to
developing a home that enables freedom and
independence in a safe and secure
environment where bespoke 24 hour care will
support an exceptional quality of life.
Adam Hutchison, Managing Director of
Belmont Healthcare, owners of Madeira Lodge
Care Home says: “We are very pleased to be
realising a long held dream, which was to
continue to build on the family business in
such a much loved place to us.
“What could be better than living here in this
seafront location, part of this wonderful
community, knowing you are safe and secure
receiving round the clock care and support?
“We’re very excited about opening to new
residents, we have taken room reservations
already which fills us with much hope as we
look to create our own home community.
Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can
open our doors to the wider New Romney
Community and share the space with
everyone.

“We’re also hoping to share some
wonderful news about our VIP opening,
whether it is virtual or actual it will be
happening, so watch this space for a
news update.”
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Contact Us: 01797 363 242
www.belmonthealthcare.co.uk

THE ALL-NEW MADEIRA
LODGE CARE HOME
OPENING IN SPRING 2021
The luxurious grand makeover of this well-known
and respected care home right on the seafront will
offer residents unrivalled facilities coupled with topnotch care delivered through the expert guidance
of the home manager Sarah Pennington.
Expect to be spoilt with bespoke care and
facilities to enable you to live the life you want
whilst being fully supported to do so.
Maderia Lodge Facilities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Specialist dementia care
Dementia support dog
24 hour care
Designed for ease of mobility
Resident wellbeing monitoring
throughout
20 new ensuite bedrooms
1950’s retro diner

•
•
•
•

Large and
comfortable
communal lounge
and dining area
Sensory garden
Petting farm
Unspoiled and farreaching views

Proving specialist nursing, respite and personal care for the
elderly, Madeira Lodge operates a home from home philosophy
that enables individual independence and freedom to live your
best life. The Madeira Lodge care home team looks forward to
welcoming you into their warm and safe caring environment.

Contact us on 01797 363242
for all enquires about this lodge
www.belmonthealthcare.co.uk
0333 444 0121

f t

enquires@belmonthealthcare.co.uk

GROWING LOCAL ARCHIVE
COLLECTION AT THE OLD
SCHOOL
(or how to make your pennies work harder)
rd

and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?
Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow, or even if it seems dead....
We can help!
ContactThe Computer People Now for a Free, No ObligationQuotation

nd

Well it is all change again! We are on our 3 lockdown, (or 2 full one) I
don’t think they called the November one a “lockdown” strictly! We are
back to only being able to buy essentials, which seems to have a very
broad description this time. Especially large supermarkets being able to
sell clothes and homeware, when shops that only sold those things had to
close, seems a little unfair.
How can we help our pockets to cope? One thing people have started to
do, is only shop weekly to cut down contact with possible infection. Most
people say they are saving money, because shopping is more focused.
Shopping daily tends to be very bitty and spontaneous, and you are more
likely to buy things on a whim. So maybe good to make it a lifelong habit.
Shop less often, and always from a list, of things you know you need. A
special offer only saves money if you would have bought it anyway!
In April there is a law coming in to stop special offers on unhealthy food.
Maybe if money is short, you would start now, and not buy it at all, or only
as special treats. Perhaps for the weekend, and only buy certain amount,
and when It’s gone, it’s gone, like the WIGIG offers.
Especially if you are trying to lose some weight. If the chocs, crisps and
biscuits aren’t in the house, you can’t eat them! (We have done that after
Christmas, didn’t buy anymore after Christmas goodies were finished)
Try and get some more exercise, although we are under restrictions, and
the weather is not on our side! Good to see the days getting longer, so we
have a bit of extra daylight for our walks or runs! We are fortunate on
Romney Marsh to have so many nice places to walk in, coast and
countryside. But be careful of going further afield, getting to be a grey
area with the police.
Try cooking from scratch more often. It really isn’t a mysterious
process.
Savoury Mince. Buy some mince, and put into a thick bottomed
saucepan, and brown slowly, over a low heat, stirring around with a
wooden spoon occasionally, to stop it sticking. While that is doing cut up
any amount of hard vegs, including something from onion family, and add
to pan. Dissolve a stock cube, in about ¾ pint of boiling water, with
seasoning and pinch of mixed herbs, and add to mixture. Bring back to
boil, then cook on a medium heat for about an hour. You can add softer
things like mushrooms or sweet peppers half way through. When cooked,
put in about 3or 4 teaspoons of gravy granules, and stir to thicken.
If you add a tin of chopped tomatoes instead of the stock, it becomes a
Bolognese sauce to serve with spaghetti. For everyday use there isn’t a
proper recipe, you can use whatever you have, or is on offer! Vegs seem
to be very cheap at the moment, a bit of a price war going on, so use it to
your advantage! Fresh produce from abroad, may get more complicated
with Brexit paperwork, but for now, vegs are very reasonable.
A casserole is made in a similar way, but usually takes a bit longer, in a
covered dish in the oven. But can be left to mind its own business while
you do other things! While you have the oven on, put a few whole
potatoes in to bake, on a skewer, or holes pierced in them, and you have
a complete dinner.
Soups can be made very cheaply, especially a mixed vegetable soup.
.Just use whatever you have, or is on offer. For taste add something from
onion family. A small quantity of potato adds smoothness to it. Cut them
up small, and put into a pan with some water or stock, and seasoning,
and cook on low heat for about an hour. Keep it boiling slightly, but not
too hot, or you might boil all liquid away and burn! If you have a blender
or processor, you can puree it afterwards, but if you don’t, just make all
the pieces the same small size and it is quite presentable. If you do get
interested in soups, there are lots of fancy recipes you can try, either from
cook books or the internet. It is also a good way to disguise vegs. Our
children never knew the tonnage of vegs they ate in soups of items they
reckoned they didn’t like! Same with casseroles. Anything they were too
fussy about, I cut up so small they disintegrated, and they didn’t know
they had eaten them!
Well, wishing you a good year, whatever that is for you personally. It is a
troubled time, and many are struggling in so many ways. If you need help
with debt problems, visit the websites for Citizens Advice, Step change, or
Christians Against Poverty. There are other good debt charities, but a lot
of sharks out there as well. NEVER pay for debt advice, it is always a
route to a scam or racket. Genuine debt charities, never charge, which
only adds to your problems.

Page 16

Computer Maintenance

Church Approach, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8AS
Shop: 01797 363385 Ali: 07802 470 675 Dave: 07970 804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

Over
30Years
Experience

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797362521• 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6

Priory Close, New Romney

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans

Thanks to a grant from District
Councillor Patricia Rolfe, the Old
School Trust in New Romney has
been able to purchase a new
super- fast double-sided scanner.
This has enabled the Trust to
develop its growing digital archive.
Numerous documents and records
are being processed – these include
such diverse things as the
Headmasters daily reports during
the war years, instances of
poor pupil behaviour in the
19th century and photographic
records of the
New Romney
Contrasts Drama
group.

Service & satisfaction above expectation!
I f y o u h a v e a B u l k L P G Ta n k but are not yet
a valued customer of ours –
isn’t it time you switched supplier?
If your existing contract has -or is about to expire,
contact us for a no obligation quote
and survey before winter starts.

Call 01233 733130 for Kent
or 01825 732655 in Sussex

We do all the work for you without charge –
domestic users will even keep their tank.
bulkgas@novagas.co.uk

The Old School is
sadly closed at
present due to the
ongoing Covid
restrictions but
with all the
necessary risk
assessments in place we are planning to open as soon as
conditions allow and it is safe to do so. Our regular twice a
month Sunday Afternoon Openings will be an opportunity for
visitors to come along and view our growing and extensive
collection of documents.

• Home Visits

For further information please contact Pat Goodsell:
Tel 01797 458200

• Eco Funerals available

or e-mail goodsellpat@gmail.com

• Private Chapels of Rest

When conditions permit, please visit our website for information
about the reopening of the Old School :
www.newromneyoldschool.co.uk

• Monumental Mason

ROSE GAS & NOVAGAS

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley
Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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If walls could talk . . .
Samuel Joseph Mackie (1823-1902) is a name that is not too familiar
to many people outside of academic circles, but he has done more
than almost anyone else to uncover the history of Folkestone, even
though his principal expertise was geology.
Whilst most historians relied on the writings of those who went before
them or described Folkestone in more of a national context, Mackie
spent many hours trawling through the records of the local town
council and corporation, uncovering a multitude of little snippets of
information that he started to weave into a tapestry giving a rich
description of the town and its people. In 1856 he published ‘A
Descriptive and Historical Account of Folkestone and its
Neighbourhood’ which has since become the go-to source of
information about the town, since all the town records that he used
have long since disappeared.

Mystery Object in the
Sky

Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

by Jan Holben

It was midday on a bright sunny, but cold, Monday – a few dog
walkers and socially distant couples were out walking along
Fishermans Beach, Hythe. Suddenly they found themselves
looking skyward – searching for...something.
Ten minutes earlier, a Coastguard truck with its distinctive
yellow and blue chequered marking stopped alongside the
‘Lazy Shack cafe on the beach’, and three Coast Guards
wearing hi-viz jackets, got out and walked onto the beach - and
using binoculars they started to scan the sky.
The Coastguards spend several minutes looking at the cloudy
sky, not looking for immigrants out at sea, not this time, this
time they were looking up to the skies which prompted curious
passers by to follow their gaze to see what they were looking
at.

His observations when walking around the town in the Victorian era
led him to remark in that book,
“The occurrence of portions of stone walls in unlikely places, and for
purposes where cheaper materials would have answered equally
well, has long since suggested to me the notion that the old town was
probably walled”.
He was the first, and until recently, the only author to suggest that the
ancient town of Folkestone had once been surrounded by walls and
gates.
So, was there substance to his suggestions? His views were echoed
in some unpublished research, written in 1963 by another local
historian, the Reverend John Howard Brown, and currently held in
the Heritage Room at Folkestone Library, but there appeared to little
or no evidence left on the ground to support either of them.
Or, at least, there wasn’t until recently when another couple of local
historians, Eamonn Rooney and Terry Begent, spent their lockdown
exercise periods linking what Mackie found in the ancient records
with what they described as “trail of breadcrumbs” that led them from
point to point around the town.
As they joined the dots to make up a picture, it became clear that
there were, in fact two sets of walls, the first, surrounding the town at
the top of the hill, put up around the time of the Norman Conquest
and the second, by the Harbour at the bottom of the hill, put up in
readiness for an invasion by the French in the 100-Years War.

Top: The fishing boats at Dungeness are all on the eastern side of the point as it provides more shelter for the launching
of the boats.
After several minutes, two of the Coastguards were sent further
down the beach to search the shoreline, one Coastguard
remained and continued to scan the sky. Giving up he started to
walk back towards his van and a curious passer-by asked whey
they were looking for. The Coastguard shrugged his shoulders
to indicate he had no idea.

Bottom: The New Beach Holiday Camp between Dymchurch and Hythe.

The curious passers-by offered some suggestions, trying to
elicit at least some idea of what might be about to fall onto their
heads. Could the strange object be a package perhaps (drugs
or croissants?), or maybe a dead seagull (or penguin?) or even
a human body (alien?) falling from the sky?
The Coastguard shrugged again and said that somebody had
reported seeing a strange object falling from the sky – but had
offered no clue about what it could be. He then got back into his
truck and went to pick up the other two Coastguards – the
mystery, as yet, remains unsolved.

Mackie could find little solid evidence and suggested that most of the
stone that they were made of had been taken and used in more
modern buildings (at the time), as the town grew in response to the
arrival of the railways in 1843. However, the quest in 2020, more
reminiscent of the plot in the film Raiders of the Lost Ark, discovered
ancient walls hiding behind modern developments; secret
underground chambers cut into the cliffs at the bottom of The Old
High Street; lengths of wall converted into buildings and long
stretches of castle wall hidden in plain sight around the Harbour.
Mackie’s suggestions in 1856 laid him open to criticism from
academics at the time and the modern-day research is likely to be
just as controversial.
“Folkestone Walls” by Terry Begent and Eamonn Rooney 2020 is
available from the authors on auev73@dsl.pipex.com for £10.
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With thanks to Top Banana Banners for the design
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Infectious Diseases in
Folkestone

Vince
Shelly

By Sue Sheppard

How our grandparents coped with Infectious Diseases
Coronavirus is at the front of every newspaper all over the
TV or Radio it is almost impossible to miss. However this is
only the latest in a long history of infectious disease which
have been around as long as human walked the earth.
Part of the reason for the recent fear is that most people
thought medical advance had made this problem as
belonging to the past. In this past our grandparents learned
to live alongside serious infectious diseases without the
vaccines we take for granted today.
Locally when Folkestone developed from a backward
fishing village to an elite watering hole holidaymakers
bought with them diseases which sometime spread and
threatened the towns reputation. To combat this the
Folkestone Town Council in 1871 came up with plans for an
isolation hospital to which the infectious person could be
removed. This was the Folkestone Sanatorium which
opened in 1877 by Mayor Caister.

Soul is not a typical Pixar
offering but it tells a warm and
relevant story for the covid age
and still manages to deliver a
life affirming message at a time
when we need positivity. Not
Pixar's greatest offering but a
worthy addition to the
catalogue.

Mulan - PG (Disney+)

schoolchildren and clinics were established to assist and
monitor pregnant women and their infant children.
Despite Folkestone Medical Officer Austin Priestman
saying diseases like Diphtheria had mutated into a more
moderate form overcrowding and poor housing plus
contaminated food meant they continued to be a problem
especially among the poorer areas of Folkestone well into
the 1930’s.
It was only after a serious effort to clear slum housing and
monitor overcrowding and unsanitary housing that levels
were reduced. Even so it took another War WW2 and
concern that infectious diseases could be spread in air raid
shelters that mass vaccination against Diphtheria took
place.

The Man on
The Telly
Soul - Cert PG (Disney+)
The latest offering from Pixar
offers us an existential journey
to the Great Before and
Beyond in this glorious tale of a
Jazz teacher Joe Gardner,
voiced by the excellent Jamie
Foxx.

In the 1950s further vaccination efforts made Sanatoriums
a thing of the past. Folkestone own Sanatorium didn’t last
as it was completely destroyed by German fighters in July
1940.

The much anticipated but
casually dismissed Disney live
action version of Mulan has
finally hit the screens and it is
well worth a watch.
For those of you who haven't
seen the original, Mulan is the
story of a fearless young
female warrior. When China is
under threat from Northern
invaders the Emperor decrees
that each family must provide
one male to join the Imperial
Army to repel the invaders.
Mulan impersonates a man to
join the Imperial Army and
prevent her elderly Father from
joining the battle and in doing
do earns the respect of the
Emperor, the Imperial Army
and her family.

My name is Sue Sheppard and I am currently writing a
book on Folkestone Sanatorium if you were a former
patient or can help increase knowledge of this institution
please get in touch on 01303 240470.

In the 1890s there were wave after wave of epidemics in
1892 a Scarlet Fever epidemic was so bad schools had to
be closed the Sanatorium was overrun and a back up
cottage rented in Hawkinge. In 1894 Dr Yung-Bateman
reported a serious epidemic of Diphtheria 135 cases were
removed to the Sanatorium with 28 of them proving fatal.
This disease which starts with what looks like spent
chewing gum blocking the throat had a fatality rate worse
than Spanish Flu and when Folkestone resident Pearl
Parker started a hacking cough her parents knew she had
this terrible disease and took her to the Sanatorium where
she stayed for 9 weeks. At one stage nurses told her
parents it was touch and go whether she would survive.
Another local, Richard Banks, spent nine months in the
hospital waiting for three negative swabs.
The last pandemic before Covid was in 1918-19 after war
was won many of the healthiest, both soldiers and civilians,
were struck down suddenly with flu-like symptoms and
within days they were dead. The disease known as ‘the
Scourge’ Influenza originated in the battlefield the town’s
immediate ban on soldiers mixing with civilians averted
catastrophe but even as many as 100 people died, with
those who lived often suffering from lifelong afflictions such
as tuberculous.
The disease was so rapid that with the limited medical
knowledge it was thought little could be done apart from
banning crowding on the buses or in cinemas. From 1913
onwards a pre NHS rudimentary health system developed
gradually whereby local authorities inspect local elementary
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Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003
Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Folkestone

Hythe

01303 272 525

01303 264 400

93 Cheriton High Street,
CT19 4HE

41 High Street,
CT21 5AD

•
•
•
•

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Private chapel of rest

•
•
•
•

Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Home visits
Prepaid funeral plans

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Joe is a music teacher in
Queens, New York who longs
for a big break and when a
friend arranges for him to try
out as pianist for the legendary
singer/band leader Dorothea
Williams (Angela Bassett) Joe
manages to impress sufficiently
to earn a place in the band and
after realising his dream fails to
see the manhole he plunges
into on his way home. Joe isn't
quite dead though and instead
of crossing over to the Great
Beyond finds himself at the
Great Before a place where
unborn souls are given
personalities via a mentor
assigned to teach the souls
how to live life. A distraught Joe
is assigned soul 22 a
disinterested little soul lacking
purpose and ambition.
The Great Beyond has a
seemingly trippy feel to it at
times, think Fantasia. The
counsellors resemble Picasso
drawn glow-in-the-dark
cartoons and the souls are cute
little baby ghosts. Joe and 22
struggle to gel as they take
their respective paths and their
journey leads them through
several levels of life and death.

This live action version sticks
to the original story but takes
full advantage of cranking up
the action scenes and the fight
scenes are not only impressive
but also very violent (for a
Disney Film) The film captures
the magical and mysterious
culture of the dynasty era
(Chinese, not Blake
Carrington) and the bad guys
are genuinely, well bad. This
film owes more to the Bruce
Lee/Jackie Chan Kung Fu films
of the 70's than its Disney live
action predecessors. I kept
waiting for Monkey to pop up
and yell "Pigsy, you stupid pig"
Mulan wasn't well received by
the critics but I enjoyed it and
would certainly recommend a
viewing. I promise I'm not on
commission but with Mulan,
Soul, Lady and the Tramp, The
Marvel films and the excellent
original cast recording of the
Broadway smash Hamilton all
available on Disney+ a
subscription is certainly worth
considering.
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A District Councillor
responds to complaints

The biggest threat to the
world in our lifetime

All politicians, from the Prime Minister down through County
Councillors, Borough and District Councillors and local Parish
Councillors, receive many thanks from people for help and
advice. They also receive criticism and complaints, many from
people who spend a lot of their time scanning articles, emails
and other sources, from these politicians, simply to submit
contra opinions where an article deviates from the narrow
agenda held by the complainant.

By David Wimble
Ok, so I know writing this is just ‘my opinion’ and I do know that I
am in danger of upsetting a few people, but if you are a regular
reader of The Looker you will know that there is nothing new
there… so here goes.
It is accepted that Covid-19 has had a huge impact on the world, we
know that hundreds of thousands of people have lost their lives to
this horrendous killing pandemic around the world and despite the fact
that we now have two new vaccines being rolled out, that hopefully
we are going to see over the next 6 months which is a real
improvement, it’s going to be a tough winter, but I honestly feel we will
start to see a big change for the better.
But what worries me is this whole society of Wokes and Snowflakes.
I did not really know what a woke person was, I noticed it starting to
be used about 3 years ago and if I am honest, I just thought it was
another term for stupidity, so I looked it up and found out that it was
described as a derivative from the African-American Vernacular
English expression "stay woke", whose grammatical aspect refers to a
continuing awareness of these issues. First used in the 1940s, the
term has resurfaced in recent years as a concept that symbolises
perceived awareness of social issues and movement.
I also looked up Snowflake which is a 2010 derogatory slang term for
a person, implying that they have an inflated sense of uniqueness, an
unwarranted sense of entitlement, or are overly-emotional, easily
offended, and unable to deal with opposing opinions. Common
usages include the terms special snowflake, generation snowflake,
and snowflake as a politicised insult.
It appears that I am the polar opposite of a snowflake, as I have an
opinion, it is something that my ancestors fought very hard for. We
always state that we have freedom of speech in the UK, but that is
starting to get eroded almost by the day.
Let me give you an example…
I spend quite a lot
of time on my
computer,
probably about 6
hours every day, I
write The Looker
on it along with
laying out the
paper ready for
print.
I use Facebook
(or as I now call it
Farcebook) I use
Twitter and
Instagram, and I
use it to research
articles.
On New Years
Day I responded
to a Covid denier,
who started a post
stating that Covid was all a huge hoax, stating that they did not know
anyone that has had it… I read on with interest as others joined in the
online debate… I finally snapped when someone posted that not a
single person had posted that they knew anyone who had actually
had the killer virus.
So I piped up and stated that if they wanted confirmation that it was
very real, they should talk to any Nurse, Doctor or even cleaner who
works for the NHS.
This is when it started getting silly. The next comment came back
stating that I did not confirm that I actually knew anyone who had died
because of it.
I responded that I personally knew 6 people who had passed away
and a further 5 people who were Facebook friends. I suggested that
instead of posting on Facebook, they may wish to post on a website
for the flat earth society!
Now we all know that many websites are set up to pick up on certain
words and we are lead to believe that Government departments like
MI5 and GCHQ have had technology for eavesdropping on our
telephone conversations for years and recognise certain words like,
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bomb, murder, attack etc, and I have no problem with this. I was then
told that I was having my account suspended for 24 hours, as I had
been accused of bullying???!
I appealed this and had my appeal upheld.
But my point is this, what kind of a world are we living in, if you cannot
right a wrong or your right of reply has been denied, just in case you
upset someone.
Well here is a reality check... the truth often does hurt!
I will give you another example, I used to quite often enjoy watching
Piers Morgan, he gives as good as he gets and was good at holding
people to account, But since Covid, the flow of conversation seems to
be one way. He complained that MP’s did not want to appear on his
breakfast show, to which the obvious response is, why would they?,
when he asks a question and interrupts the guest before they get to
answer any of the questions. It appears ‘Brand Morgan’ has to take
preference over the news, so now I tend to listen to Radio 4 instead.
But 3 years ago you may remember the story of the couple who chose
not to assign a gender to their child. I think the parents changed their
names to Rainbow-Dust and Hobbit. I have no problem, with them
wanting to change their names, people have done that for years
(Frank Zappa, called his children ‘Moonunit Dweezil, and Diva Thin
Muffin’) but what concerns me is that the child was born with a
Penis... this in my book makes him a boy. If when he grows up, he
decides that he wants to reassign his gender, then that is his choice.
This is just one example of how someone’s actions can cause the
very undue stress that I am sure the snowflake society are claiming
they will avoid.
I saw a post the other day that stated my parents spanked me as a
child… as a result, I now suffer from a condition known as “respect for
others”!
Again this was jumped on by the woke brigade, and had to be
removed, as it was supposedly giving a big thumbs up to punishing
your child! The world really has gone mad.
My biggest worry is where will this all end? We now have a big
movement called Black Lives Matter. Well yes, they certainly do, NO
ONE I know does not agree that in the not too distant past black and
ethnic groups have been classed as second class by a minority of
white people. But things have been put into place to stop this, the
equality act of 2010 actually makes this a criminal offence. But this is
just in my opinion actually causing even more of a divide... so black
lives matter, but white lives don’t? I think an all-lives matter is a much
better slogan, equality, sexuality, faith are all individual choices. When
people are told they must comply to one person’s point of view this
just winds me up. Watching all the racing drivers having to Take the
Knee before a Grand Prix or football players doing the same, to me
sends a negative message. But that’s just my opinion. But when
someone decides that they do not want to do it, the ultra liberal media
vilify them as being racist.
All I know is that the things I grew up loving are now not allowed.
Comedy will never be the same, because people might be offended at
the prospect that someone said something that was funny about that
person. The world really has gone nuts and whilst I do not want to see
people being spiteful against anyone, I do want to have the right to
decide what I like and don’t like.
In closing, life is all about choices. If you did not like a TV Programme
it was your choice if you watched it, but watching it and then
complaining to Ofcom that you found it offensive, is just madness,
maybe you have lost your democratic right, to just switch channel or
just turn it off. The same could be said of The Looker, it’s a free paper,
if you do not like it, no one makes you read it, its YOUR CHOICE.......
I believe other papers are available?

As a District Councillor, my prime aim is to do all that I can for
the benefit of my ward residents, and secondly to do what I
can for all residents of Folkestone and Hythe. I am acutely
aware of my role and the duty this puts on me. Sadly, during
the last half of 2020, I received a number of emails from
people whose tight, righteous and narrow agendas, I could not
glibly support without freely commenting on. At least four
formal complaints about my comments were submitted to
Council. I am pleased to say that all of these formal complaints
were found to have no evidence and were not proceeded with.
I will speak here about some of those emails and complaints.
Regular readers of ‘The Looker’ might recall that a full page
article from one Gaynor Cobb, headed ‘Black Lives Matter As
Well’, was published in issue 252. I cannot repeat the whole of
that article here, save to say that mention was made of a small
peaceful demonstration held on 20th June 2020 in New
Romney about black lives history in Kent and also the murder
in May 2020 of one George Floyd in America by a police
officer, as well as mention of two other black people killed by
police in America earlier that year.
I responded, in issue 253, to that article. I said that ‘it was a
shame That Gaynor Cobb illustrated a blinkered mind in her
article by failing to mention some dreadful murders of white
people by black people here in the UK, in particular the
gruesome butchering and near decapitation of Fusilier Lee
Rigby in Woolwich, by two black African men, both since jailed.
I ended my letter in saying that ‘she has a mindset in one
direction as indicated by the heading of her article’.
By coincidence Gaynor Cobb had a letter in the same issue as
my one. Her letter spoke of a small gathering of people in New
Romney high street and showed a photo of half a dozen BLM
supporters down on one knee, presumably demonstrating
some sympathy with George Floyd, a well known gangster and
drug dealer with a very long criminal record!
Yes, a policeman applied excess pressure in
restraining that career criminal with the result that
Mr Floyd died, although I doubt that the policeman
ever intended to kill the man, But he did. and
suffered the full weight of the law for it. Of course
that should have been the end of the matter, but
Americans, some white as well as black, rioted in
protest. The BLM message reached the UK and
many other countries and is very much still active.
I cannot understand why people here, including
well known sportsmen and even police officers,
have also ‘taken the knee’ in some sort of
sympathy with a career criminal!
Strangely, two formal complaints,
by two different people, were
submitted to Council over my
letter. The wording in these
two complaints contained
identical phrases which I have
to assume were provided by
the local BLM organisers!

emailed the Chairman of the District Council to complain about
my use of the term ‘Red Indians’ in a comment I had made. My
reply to the writer was simple. I have a good knowledge of
American history and would use the term ‘Native American’ in
normal parlance, but had used the term ‘Red Indian’ purely as
part of saying that all classes, creeds, countries of origin, and
colour (black, brown white and even Red Indians) mattered
equally. The writer made the point that she was a supporter of
BLM and went on to say that she had two adult children who
had lived in America for 30 years who would be appalled at my
use of the term ‘Red Indian’. I added in my reply to her that I
would assume that her children were well aware of the criminal
background of George Floyd and I hoped she was also aware
of it. I have had no further response from her.
An interesting complaint was actually sent to Council from a
fellow District Councillor! This one complained about me
responding to an invitation to attend a briefing meeting
organised by the local BLM and Black History Month groups. I
said that I had zero interest in attending this meeting. That
provoked the complaint. I will repeat here that I have no
interest in any group that feels a need to undermine the lives
of past heroes. Admiral Lord Nelson won a great victory at
Trafalgar but this is ignored because as a senior naval officer
who spent much time in the West Indies, he was obviously
invited from time to time to dine and even spend time in the
mansions of local plantation owners, many of whom used
black slave labour. The thoughts of Lord Nelson on such visits
are unknown. Lets now consider the BLM/BHM followers who
thought it great to desecrate the Cenotaph and the statue of
Churchill. Finally, these protesters thought that to topple the
statue of Lord Baden Powell in Poole Harbour would be
justified based on his time in Africa. The fact that this man
created the largest youth organisation in the world by far,
seems to have not registered at all.
Having spent 25 years as a Scout Leader, 7 years as a
Reserve army Officer, 12 years as Branch Secretary of the
largest RBL branch in Kent, 9 years as treasurer of the local
scout group and 6 years as a parish and district Councillor,
plus other roles, I have to wonder whether any of these BLM
followers have ever given any time and energy to the
community. Perhaps they are too busy moaning about others
to do so!
I will finish in saying that most lives are equal, but some do not
matter one jot. Robert Mugabe and Idi Amin for instance. And
some white people such as Hitler and his henchmen including
the commanders of the notorious concentration camps, also
matter not one iota. There were and are good examples of
great people of all colours. Nelson Mandela, Bishop
Desmond Tutu for instance. In summary NOT ALL
LIVES ARE EQUAL.
I could have written far more here, but enough
is enough. I suspect that the Woke People will
try to find reason to complain again over this
article. But I will not be silenced or brow beaten.
I will exercise my freedom of speech as all
people should do.
In closing, being totally anti racist, indeed
racism does not figure in my mind, don’t the BLM
followers realise that by concentrating on Black
Lives, they could be provoking racial disharmony
rather than the racial harmony they advocate. They
must begin to think laterally and open their
minds to the opinions of other
people.
Cllr Terry Mullard
Folkestone and District Council
Member for Romney Marsh
Ward

I realise that I am writing too
much here, but I really must
refer to other criticism that I
have received. A resident

I would love to hear from you? Am I just a fossil that is out of touch?
Email me david@thelooker.co.uk
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Zoe’s Kitchen
This is my first edition of providing our Looker community with recipe inspiration.
I have lived in New Romney all my life, I’m married to Mark we have two children - Jessica & George.
I work for Brakes as a business development chef and support our customers with menu & recipe development.
Each week we will have a recipe that may inspire you to get in the kitchen to bake or cook. Over the coming weeks
we will have recipes for brunch, quick lunch options, meals for the family & tasty treats.
At these difficult times it is important to have a balanced diet & to stay healthy, however we do need a treat too!
It is National Sticky Toffee Pudding Day on Saturday 23rd January, which is my choice for this week’s recipe.
A recipe to be enjoyed by all the family, get the children or grand- children involved!
Back in lockdown 1, I launched a Facebook group called Schools Out! Big Cooks & Little Cooks,
it would be great to have our readers join our group & even upload their creations of our recipes.

STICKY TOFFEE PUDDING
Ingredients for the pudding200g Dates
1tbsp Vanilla Extract or Essence
50g Butter (softened)
175g Dark Brown Sugar
2tbsp Black Treacle
200g Plain Flour (sieved)
2 Medium Free- Range Eggs (lightly beaten)
1 ½ tsp Bicarbonate of Soda
For the sauce500ml Double Cream
175g Butter

Robin on the Marsh
In the latest of her Romney Marsh Countryside Partnership
columns for The Looker, Ranger Lottie Glover takes a look at
the nation’s favourite bird…
The European robin is an iconic garden bird in the UK, but is
also found throughout mainland Europe. With its bright red
breast, it is easily one of the most recognisable birds in Britain.
Males and females are identical, however young birds do not
have a red breast, instead they are mottled gold and brown.
Robins are very territorial – even in winter - often fighting
intruders for their territory, occasionally fighting to the death! It is
estimated that there are around 7 million robin territories in the
UK. Unlike most birds who sing during mating and breeding
season, robins sing all year round, making their presence
known with a loud, territorial song. They are even known to sing
at night when artificial lighting is present. Robins are often one
of the first birds to start singing during the dawn chorus in the
spring. In January, robins will find their mate for the year and
females will stop singing to defend the territory. Males, however,
will continue to sing to hold ownership of the pair's territory.

Robins are omnivorous, feeding on insects, worms, seeds and
fruit. Many robins do not move more than 5km away from their
usual territory, however some females migrate south in the
winter months to Spain and Portugal. Our resident robins are
also joined by migrants from Scandinavia, Russia and mainland
Europe, spending the winter here where it is warmer, and more
resources are available. Some birds also pass through the UK
as they migrate from Scandinavia to Southern Europe.
Winter can be hard for our garden birds, especially if it is cold
and icy. You can help by feeding the birds in your garden with
foods such as peanuts, niger seeds and sunflower seeds. Don’t
forget to regularly clean the feeders to prevent diseases and a
build-up of bacteria. Providing fresh, clean water is also good for
the birds so they can have a drink and keep themselves clean.
Why not take some time to participate in the RSPB Big Garden
Birdwatch on the 29th-31st of January. The data collected helps
scientists to understand the changes in population that may be
seen in our garden birds (www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch21).

Robin nests can be found in a range of places including tree
hollows, climbing plants, log piles and nest boxes. They lay 4-6
eggs, usually laying one egg per day. The female incubates the
eggs alone for around 13 days, then once the chicks hatch, both
Further information about the work of the Romney Marsh
parents care for the young. The chicks fledge the nest after
Countryside Partnership and how you can help can be found at:
around two weeks and are dependent on their parents for
www.rmcp.co.uk
another three weeks - some robin pairs may have up to three
broods a year!

175g Dark Brown Sugar
1tbsp Black treacle
You will need a 1 litre pudding basin that has been lightly greased.
In a pan, place the dates & vanilla with 200ml water, heat through on the stove for 5 minutes.
Allow to cool slightly & blitz in a food processor
Cream together the butter & sugar
Add the treacle, flour, eggs & bicarbonate of soda. Mix well
Stir in the date mix
Transfer to the pudding basin
Take a sheet of foil & make a pleat. Place over the top of the basin and pinch the foil around the edges
Take a long piece of string & tie around the edge of the basin, pass the extra string over the top of the basin & tie it under the
string on the other side to make a handle
Now we are ready to cook
Place a tea plate upside down the in base of a large saucepan or slow cooker
Fill the pan or slow cooker with hot water, the water needs to be ¾ of the side of the basin
Place the lid on top of the pan or slow cooker
Cook for approximately 2 hours, if using a pan remember to keep the water topped up & open a window!
For the sauce, place the cream, butter & sugar into a pan & gently heat until the butter & sugar have melted
Stir in the syrup & treacle, bring to a gentle simmer or until the sauce has thickened
Serve a slice of pudding with a drizzle of sauce & if you wish, you can add a scoop of vanilla ice cream
Sit back and enjoy

My hints & tips
The pudding will keep for 2 days, just cover tightly with cling film

Ten Years of Talking
Rubbish
Not for the first time two District Councillors have been accused
of talking rubbish! But in this case they have been celebrating 10
years of reporting fly tipping and their own monthly litter picking.
Conservative, Lydd Town and District Councillor Clive Goddard
and Independent, New Romney and District Councillor David
Wimble, did a celebratory Beach Spruce last week to
commemorate a decade of their regular fly tipping watch and
litter picking.
The pair started reporting localised fly tipping when both first sat
on Shepway District Council and Clive helped deliver The
Looker.
Clive remembers it starting from a shared concern for the area:
“As we made our way around the Marsh, we would sometimes
see things that had been fly tipped in ditches and farm field
entrances and used to report them to the Council. After that I
started the annual Lydd Litter Pick and David joined in with that.
When David asked me to help back the Romney Marsh Litter
Pickers, we used our Council ward grants to donate around
£2,000 to them.”

David added: “I started
doing a bit of litter
picking when I walked
the dog and I think if
everyone did the same
thing, it really would help
out.” The duo hit the
headlines last year after
the district was
swamped with party
goers. While some
volunteers cleared up
the beach the
Councillors helped clear
the roadways. Their
collective efforts were
picked up by both the
BBC and ITV, and Nigel
Farage featured them on his TV Channel.
Clive enjoys the camaraderie of litter picking as an opportunity
for mulling over shared concerns: “The thing with this is David
and I get to catch up and talk about the things we are pushing
for the district, not just the obvious things like trying to get a
Dungeness C Power Station, but bounce ideas off each other.”
If you’d like more information on helping to keep our beautiful
area looking its best, search for our friendly group ‘Litter Picking
Watch Romney Marsh’ on Facebook.

For a gluten free option, simply swap to a Free From flour
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Marsh Memories
Memor ie s
Marsh
So for the next production, the seat prices
were put up to 4/- (20p) and 2/6d (12½p).
At a committee meeting, it was suggested
that some Premium Bonds should be
purchased to hopefully augment funds,
and three (£3) were purchased.
After the Annual General Meeting, Arthur
Brough, from the Arthur Brough Players in
Folkestone, gave a talk on ‘Acting and the
Theatre’.
As the Church Hall was often used on
Saturday evenings, it was decided to ask
the Governors of Southlands School if
their hall could be used. They however
said no. To try and increase ticket sales,
Tom Wimble and Mr. Hartop agreed to sell
tickets in their shops in the High Street.

The New
Romney
Contrasts
Drama
Group in
1959
The New Romney Contrasts Drama
Group had been founded in 1956 and
their headquarters were in the Church
Hall in Church Lane. The first play they
put on in 1959 was in January when “The
Way the Wind Blows” was the production.
It was produced by Tommy Jago and
Derek Prior and the Stage Manager was
Bill Prior. Later in the year, “The Bride
and The Bachelor” and “The Happy
Prisoner” were staged in the Church Hall.
“The Happy Prisoner” was produced by
Derek Prior, the Stage Manager was
Peter Matthews, Lighting & Sound Effects
by Tony Wimble and the Prompt was
Edna George.
It was noted that “The Happy Prisoner”
had made a loss owing to the large
amounts of hardboard and wallpaper that
had been purchased for the scenery.

Around this time, Steve Bolton joined as
lighting and effects and also as prompter.
The photos show “The Happy Prisoner”
with Frank Oxley, Charlie Blundred, Lena
Barham, John Boughton, Doreen Jago,
Eileen Bolton, Kathleen Rogers, Derek
Prior & Cynthia Bolton.
“The Way the Wind Blows” with Michael
Bollington, Ann Fagg, Derek Prior, Doreen
Jago, Tommy Jago, John Wimble, Cynthia
Bolton, Michael Godfrey, Bill Prior,
Kathleen Rogers, George Austin, Lena
Barham, Tony Wimble, Frank Oxley &
Madge Potton.

Church Round-Up
Well, all change again. Hard to keep up with a rapidly changing
world! In a fortnightly paper, for which the copy had to be in a
week before publication, we are bound to be a bit behind!

The commitment to those who can’t afford to eat properly is just
the same. So if you have worries about feeding yourself or your
family, please ring

In the current lockdown, churches were allowed to remain
DEBBIE, FOOD BANK MANAGER ON
open, but most local Anglican churches have felt it wasn’t
morally right to have services, when the big message was “stay 07913 573403
home” in addition many of the congregations are elderly and in
to explain your needs and the food will be delivered to your
vulnerable category. If you want to know about your own
doorstep by volunteers.
church, see notices.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
Lydd and Greatstone.
number during the morning on
These two churches will be closed until at least March 28th.
01797 366855
They won’t be open for private prayer, because of the burden of
cleaning and possibility of infection. If you are feeling low and
or in Lydd, Rev Chris on
need some spiritual encouragement, Rev Chris is always
available for a chat on 01797 320345. If you are on line, there
01797 320345.
are many recorded services on YouTube.
Please ring before 11am for a Tuesday delivery, in New
All details can be seen on website:
Romney, and 11am for a Friday delivery in Lydd.
www.western-marsh-churches.co.uk

Church chuckle
Romney Marsh Community Church

The Happy Prisoner

A musical concert was being held in a prison, where the
The online services continue, and are recorded on YouTube, so orchestra was made up of musical prisoners. A titled lady was
if you would like to tune in, ring the church on 01797 366855 for the main guest, and the governor was telling the lady in an
a link, or visit the website, click on Sunday Services and follow aside, that it was made up of hardened criminals, murderers,
embezzlers, rapists etc The lady inclined her head towards the
the menu. Many people from the church take part, to keep the
trombonist, and said “he looks a tough customer” The governor
feeling of fellowship going.
smiled, and said “Actually that is the Chaplain”.
The church is planning to start an on line Alpha course in
February. If interested, call the church office during the
Wit and Wisdom
morning, on above number.
Jackie Fisher was First Sea Lord, in the early years of the 20th
Zoom times of prayer are also held twice a week on Sundays at century. Against much opposition from traditionalists, he
10am and Wednesdays at 9am. If you would like to join, ring
modernised the Royal Navy, and built the first fully modern
the church number above, for a link.
battleships, the Dreadnoughts, first launched in 1906. He did
not really want war, but if it came, as it did, his motto was
always “HIT FIRST, HIT HARD AND KEEP ON HITTING”.
Perhaps a lesson for government in our current war.
Snargate, St Dunstans
In line with the latest restrictions, it has been decided to
suspend worship at St Dunstans, for the time being. This is to
avoid unnecessary travel and the plea to “stay at home” It is
difficult to predict how long this situation will last, but probably
until mid March at least.
When restrictions ease, the policy will be reviewed. Similar
restrictions have been adopted in local churches.

FOOD BANK
PLEASE NOTE BIG CHANGES
From Tuesday, January 19th there will be NO face to face
sessions of food bank.

The Way The Wind Blows

ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker
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By June Gooch

‘Memories of New Romney
& Littlestone-on-Sea’
Recently published and a few copies left.
150 pages & 250 photos.
Including places and faces, transport, sport,
events, schools and recreation.
Available at Premier Stores
or Rolfes in New Romney High Street.
Or by post, contact johnwimble@aol.com
or 01797-362295.
Price £8
All profits to be donated to the
Kent Air Ambulance.

Contact THE LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ
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New Seed Trays
Request Brings
Funding For
Future Project
By Jan Holben

Update from Leonie, Sandgate Society
Looking back at the list of things to do last
week, there are still many of the jobs
unfinished. A combination of a seriously
cold and soggy start to the week, and the
fact we cannot meet in numbers is
slowing us down. We are taking it in turns
to visit the garden to carry out tasks, and
others are doing what they can if they
take their exercise there.
Some of the parsnips were pulled up, and
they did not seem too bad considering.
The outside of the perimeter fence has
been tidied, and yet more wood chips
moved. Two large pots of mint have been
divided to make several new plants –
always satisfying to make many plants
from the one parent, and they will all be
used for various projects this year. The
Goji berry plants got staked and tied in
and the kale covered in netting again, as
something had obviously discovered it
and had been having a great time tearing
some of the leaves off!
In complete contrast, the planters at
Fremantle Park are full of brassicas, with

no netting, and are looking incredibly
good. Always interesting to grow the
same things in different situations and
contemplate the results.
We practice ‘no dig’ gardening, and our
modern day guru is Charles Dowding.
The principles of ‘no dig’ have been
around for longer than gardens have
existed, and Charles has a sensible, no
fuss approach which is easy to follow and
apply to any garden. He has recently
developed a new type of seed tray or
growing modules which are perfect for our
needs. Like him, we constantly struggle to
find plant trays that will keep their shape
and allow you to take the plants out easily

without breaking; deep enough to grow
most things, and with sixty cells per tray,
plenty of plants can be brought on at a
time. After only a few days online, the
trays were all sold out, and we emailed to
tell Charles how disappointed we were,
but took the opportunity to tell him about
the garden and include a few pictures. Lo
and behold he swiftly replied, offering to
pay for all the trays we wanted when the
next batch is manufactured, and £250 for
any future project! How amazing and
kind; he has gone up even further in our
estimation. It was also intimated that
some of our pictures may be used, with
our agreement, on his web site – fame at
last.
Talking of fame and being on web sites,
the Sandgate Parish Council now has all
of our weekly newsletters since the
garden began, documenting our progress,
on their web site, to be found in the
Communities section. Tim Prater, our
Parish Council Chairman, has spent
many an hour patiently going through
each letter and putting them down for
posterity. How proud and chuffed we are,
thank you Tim!
What’s Next?: Much of the same as per
last week; Clear the Oca and parsnips,
Mulch the uncovered beds, Cut back the
sedge grass and brambles from the bee
hive path, Start to trim back the perimeter
hedge, Still got wood chips and compost
to sort out.
PS=. Community Garden updates and
others also available from
www.growshepway.uk

