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Fears over Marsh Health Care

Surgery
Under
Threat

VACCINATION
HUBS ARE GO!
By David Wimble
Our district has had two landmark
events since the last edition of
The Looker going to print.
The new Vaccination Hub at Lydd
Airport has now opened its doors
and started vaccinating the most
vulnerable in our community,
along with the first tiers of people
deemed to be in a high risk
category.
Previously we reported how the
Romney Marsh was lacking a
facility to vaccinate the local
population, but on 20th January
the first Marsh residents queued
up to receive the Pfizer vaccine.
So far there has been very little
heard about the superb way that
the Centre is being run by our
local GP surgeries, together with
essential support from our local
CCG (Clinical Commissioning
Group) and the invaluable local
volunteers organised by the
Romney Marsh Community Hub.
Continued page 3

By the Editor
At a time when we are all
depending on our National Health
Service more and more, the
news that we are due to lose
Lydd’s only doctors’ surgery has
come as a massive shock to local
residents.
Last week the NHS Kent and
Medway Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG), which is
responsible for ensuring patients
have access to GP services, sent
a letter to the patients of Orchard
House Surgery in Lydd about the
future of services at that site.

The Orchard House Surgery is
currently managed by a group of
GPs, who have made the
decision to stop services there
after 30 April. This is partially
due to retirement, but also
because of the ongoing costs of
supporting the surgery.
With Marsh doctors’ surgeries
almost at breaking point at the
moment and with staff also
deployed to the new Vaccine Hub
at Lydd Airport, real concerns
have been raised about access
to even routine doctors’
appointments. As the news broke
The Looker was inundated with
concerned calls and emails
asking, what will happen to

services for Lydd residents if their
only surgery closes?
In the letter sent to all patients
the CCG stated that its priority is
to ensure that all patients
registered at Orchard House
Surgery can continue to access a
full range of GP services at that
location, and that they are
currently looking at solutions to
achieve this.
Romney Marsh has struggled
with GP provision over the past
few years with some surgeries
relying increasingly on ‘locum’
GPs who have no experience of
their patients on a one to one
basis, a service that Peter Mills, a
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Save Our Lydd Surgery
resident of New Romney, stated was ‘at best‘ hit and miss and at
worst useless’!
With more housing planned for the Marsh it is clear something
must be done, to ensure adequate current and longer-term
medical cover across the Marsh. Looker Editor and Ward
Councillor David Wimble said: “In the paper over the last 10
years, we have covered some of the stories about waiting times
for appointments and surgeries closing down. If the Orchard
House Surgery is not able to be saved, it adds extra weight to the
pressing need for the Marsh to have a new central medical hub”.
For a number of years, a Health Hub has been proposed for a
site at the Marsh Academy in New Romney, with the proposal
suggesting that the local GPs and their teams could unite to work
from one building therefore offering many more services and
facilities than are currently on offer at any single surgery on the
Marsh.
Ward Councillor for Lydd Clive Goddard is concerned. He told
The Looker: “This is a very worrying time for the people of Lydd,
many of whom depend on the surgery as they have long term
health issues and also, more importantly, many of the more
senior residents do not have access to transport to travel to other
surgeries. I hope we can find a way of getting a medical group to
take this [surgery] over. The doctors who have been running the
surgery have kept the practice up to date and done a great job,
but obviously they are retiring, and I hope the CCG can get
another group of doctors to take over the practices.”
The announcement of the closure comes at a time when people
have been praising the NHS for the way they have met the
challenge of setting up Covid Vaccine Centres. All our Centres
are now fully functional, and servicing the whole district. It is not
without irony that the Marsh Vaccination Centre is based at Lydd
Airport.

Across the country many other GP surgeries are under review as
their doctors retire, which – along with the current exceptional
strain on medical services – has led to CCGs looking at new
ways of doing business. The Hubs would combine several
districts’ services meaning retaining all the staff but enabling
better coverage. It would also then be possible to provide an
improved level of service such as GPs on call for house visits (for
some a distant memory!) and a more extensive community
nursing service for regular procedures like dressing changes and
some other routine appointments.
A Hub would largely act as a Community Hospital, offering a wide
range of services typically including clinics, therapy services,
diagnostic services and urgent care for minor injuries. This would
also help relieve the increasing strain on the William Harvey
Hospital.
David Wimble sees the loss of Orchard House as a real blow:
“The news that Lydd could lose its surgery is terrible news for the
Marsh. When I stood for election, one of my promises was to
fight for better medical support and a medical Hub for the Marsh.
A Health Hub can act almost as a community hospital, and
concentrates on those services that meet their community's
specific health, social, welfare and associated needs.
“This means a Hub could provide proactive services such as
health promotion, well-being and community support, as well as
health-related information and resources. The Hub model is
typically provided in partnership with the voluntary sector,
communities, the private sector, social care and health care.
Unlike classic community hospitals, the Hubs do not provide NHS
community beds and often do not provide any urgent care
services.”

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 267
Firstly I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all the
people who have worked so hard over the past year to set
up and run the Community Hubs across the district.

Damian Collins attends the opening of Lydd Airport Hub
In the coming weeks it is believed that the airport site will also become a
hub for the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine, which will then be available
through local GPs and a number of high street chemists across the district.
The second huge event is the announcement that Kent’s first ‘Super
Vaccination Hub’ launched last week in Folkestone at the Folca Building
(formally Debenhams) is one of 33 Vaccination Centres now in operation
across Kent.
This town centre site will increase the number of vaccinations it delivers
over the weeks ahead and will operate from 8am until 8pm, seven days a
week.
Folkestone and Hythe District Council purchased the Debenhams building
last May and offered it to NHS England in December for vaccinations. The
site joins the three other existing sites - at Lydd Airport, the Civic Centre in
Folkestone and at Oaklands Health Centre in Hythe.
In the coming days and weeks, people aged 75 and over will be the next
wave of the population to be invited to have a vaccination at their nearest
Centre.
With some people complaining that the Centres are too far to travel, local
residents have been reassured that if they cannot or do not want to travel
to a Centre they can wait to be vaccinated by their local GP service or
hospital hub.
Health Secretary Matt Hancock said: “I am grateful to all the NHS staff,
volunteers and our armed forces for their continued tireless work to offer
lifesaving vaccines to the most vulnerable people in our society.
“I urge every eligible person to book your jab when you get invited. By
opening up more vaccination sites we are making it easier for people to
get their vaccine.”
NHS staff are working to vaccinate priority groups in line with the guidance
from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation. The rollout
was initially restricted to those in the highest risk groups i.e. those aged
over 80, care home residents and staff.
But now the Government has opened inoculations to all those aged 70
and over, as well as those who are clinically vulnerable. Of course those
in the highest risk groups will continue to be prioritised where possible.
Appointments are carefully staggered to allow for social distancing and
people are urged not to turn up early to avoid queues.
Nobody needs to contact the NHS, we will each be invited when it is our
turn. Remember, people cannot get vaccinated by just turning up at a
Vaccination Centre.
For people who are worried about transport to the Hub .
The Romney Marsh Community Support Hub is very pleased to
announce that they will be working with Kent County Council to
provide transport to those who have no other way of getting up to
Lydd Airport. The conditions of accessing this support are as
follows:
1. You must have an appointment from your GP for a vaccination for
the Lydd Airport Vaccination Centre.
2. You must not have any other means of getting there.
3. You must let us know about any mobility issues you currently have
in advance of us coming to collect you.
Before you contact us please check you meet the above criteria.

To arrange please call the Hub on 01797 208590
between Monday - Friday 10am -12:30pm.
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Like so many things, when the Hubs where announced –
with money initially put forward from the District Council
and then many Town and Parish Councils putting money
into the Hubs – there was a huge rush of support from
volunteers. What is so positive now, is that we are nearly a
year on, and the Hubs continue to provide support in a
wide range of important settings, right across the whole
district.
The valued help from our volunteers has never been more
evident than seeing them working so hard at the new
Vaccination Centre at Lydd Airport. Not only are their
efforts at this hub providing assistance when you arrive,
but also now helping vulnerable people access the
vaccinations, including supplying transport to and from the
Centre.
Both my parents had their jabs the other day and they
commented on what a superb service was being offered
and that ‘’nothing was too much trouble”.
It is also great news that the Folca Building (formally
Debenhams in Folkestone) will now be a major
Vaccination Hub that will be capable of dealing with
thousands of people across the district every week.
I really do hope that this is the very first big step to a bit of
normality come the Spring. It’s hard to think that a year
ago we had just put tickets on sale for the first Looker
Party Night – and that it was such a big success! We had
already sold out for the second one, due to happen at the
end of March 2020, just when the lockdown came along.
At the time I thought it might mean a 3-month break. And
now a year on, we are currently no closer to getting events
underway again. The events were put on to help raise
money not only for The Looker, but also to support a local
charity.
Talking of supporting The Looker, thank you to the people
who have sent a donation to the paper. YOUR MONEY
really has enabled us to carry on! So a massive thank you.
We intend to carry on keeping The Looker free, but I am
sure you realise how hard it is expecting advertisers to
foot the bill for the print run, when so many businesses are
under a lot of financial strain themselves.
It’s my hope that when we can get back to normal, we will
organise a big party, possibly along with one of the
councils. I am sure we would all look forward to a large
Party in The Park (socially distanced of course) and help
raise some money for our Community Hubs. It would be
nice to think that we could have something like this in
place for the end of the Summer? Possibly the first week
in September? But let’s wait and see how we get on over
the coming weeks.
Thank you, to all the people who have helped to get each
of these editions together and another thank you to Sarah
Cook, who has taken on the unenviable task of doing
some of the proofreading for us.
As always we will try to keep giving you the ONLY real
local paper – for the district, written by the people of the
district!
Happy reading
David
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Fire breaks out at Napier
Barracks in Folkestone

A spokesman for the Kent Refugee Action Network said: "We don't yet
know exactly what has happened but what we do know is the barracks
are unsafe with many cases of Covid being confirmed, and positive
cases sharing dorms with those who had tested negative.
"Those inside were at risk and becoming more and more desperate at
the lack of action.
"It should have already been emptied and closed down.
"Had the Home Office heeded the calls to act urgently we would not
be in this position now.
"We hope all residents, staff and emergency workers responding to
the situation are safe."
The Home Secretary Priti Patel described the incident as "not only
appalling but deeply offensive to the taxpayers of this country who are
providing this accommodation while asylum claims are being
processed".

She said: “This type of action
will not be tolerated and the
Home Office will support the
Fire Fighters along with riot police were called in to Napier Barracks in
police to take robust action
Folkestone after a disturbance and a fire last Friday afternoon. At least
against those vandalising
eight fire appliances and an incident control centre were at the
property, threatening staff and
Barracks working alongside other emergency agencies.
putting lives at risk.
Although the cause of the blaze was not known as we went to press,
there were claims that the Migrants started the fire, because they
were unhappy about the living conditions within the camp.
The barracks hit the news recently as over 120 of the 400 migrants
tested positive for Covid -19, with several hundred being put into hotel
accommodation to self-isolate, which angered many local people.
Videos emerged all over social media, showing the flames and
extensive damage done to the inside of at least one of the buildings.
It was reported that riot police entered the barracks to deal with what
was described as an "ongoing disturbance".
A police helicopter, was seen hovering overhead as residents watched
emergency crews continue to tackle the situation, which was first
reported just after 2.30 pm on Friday.
Local residents near the scene were told to move away from the
scene and shut all windows due to fears of asbestos fumes in the
smoke.
A police spokesman told The Looker: "We were called to a report of a
disturbance at Napier Barracks in Folkestone at around 2pm today.”
"There was also a report of a fire in one part of the building. Officers
are at the location, along with Kent Fire and Rescue Service.
"At this stage there have been no reported injuries and enquiries
remain ongoing to determine the cause of the fire and establish
whether any offences have been committed".
A fire services spokeswoman said: “The fire was within a single storey
building at Napier Barracks in Folkestone which we had under control,
firefighters damped down remaining hot spots. The earlier advice for
those in the surrounding area to close windows and doors due to
smoke was lifted around 5.30pm, however people were still advised to
avoid the area while emergency services worked at the scene.

“This site has previously
accommodated our brave
soldiers and army personnel –
it is an insult to say that it is
not good enough for these
individuals. I am fixing our
broken asylum system, and
will be bringing forward
legislation this year to deliver
on that commitment.”
Folkestone and Hythe MP
Damian Collins said: “I have
discussed the situation at
Napier Barracks this afternoon with the Home Office. There can be no
excuse for what has happened there.
“The fire could have led to loss of life and I would like to thank our
emergency services for the way they took charge of the situation.
“The Home Office have assured me that there will be a full police
inquiry into the events at Napier Barracks leading up to the fire, and
that those found to be responsible will face criminal charges.
“The asylum claimants staying a Napier Barracks were in a facility that
was safe and secure, where they were being provided with food and
shelter at the taxpayers expense. This is a difficult time for the whole
country and these actions have put more strain on public resources.
“Alongside the police investigation into the events at Napier Barracks
there will also be a review of the security of the site and the use of the
remaining facilities there.”
In recent weeks, many of the service users have taken to sleeping
outside and going on hunger strike to demonstrate against the
reportedly cramped and unhygienic living conditions.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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Rotary Club of Romney
Marsh seeks support for
Charity Golf Day
An appeal from Club Vice President Peter Woodward-Bailey
Last year curtailed the activities of nearly all of us in our personal and
business lives and we in Rotary have found it almost impossible to
organise fund raising activities to help support the communities in
which we live and work.
It is for that reason we are looking ahead during this New Year and
organising a Charity Golf Day on the 28th April 2021 which we hope
will raise sufficient funds to support the Charity - CARM (Caring
Altogether on Romney Marsh). They do a tremendous amount of work
through skilled and committed volunteers helping the old, the
vulnerable and those in need, and improving people’s access to health
and welfare services and they desperately need funds to continue this
work.
Golf and life has been locked down, opened up and again locked down
during the last 10 months, but we hope that by April we will be able to
hold this event and raise lots of money for this Charity. There are two
ways you can help.
Firstly, if you are a golfer, we would like you to come and enjoy the day
with a team of four players and pit your skills against one of our famous
Littlestone Links courses. You can find further details and an entry form
on our website at www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk
Secondly, if you are not a golfer but would like to support our
fundraising efforts, you could sponsor a hole or a tee for as little
as £20.00 and have your name or your Company’s name on an A4
poster on one of the tees or greens throughout the course. This
would provide good advertising for your services and would really
help our fundraising for CARM.
So, get ready to brush off the Winter and Lockdown Blues, play some
stunning golf on a superb course or help sponsor the event so that we
can make it a real success.
If you are interested in entering a team please contact Mark Singfield
on 01797 367258
If you are interested in sponsoring the event please contact Peter
Woodward-Bailey on 01797 361904
We look forward to hearing from you and would welcome your support.

Morris side ‘virtually’
Zooming with
enthusiasm!

Tayo leads the way on
Romney Marsh.
The Government recently announced the use of High Street
pharmacies to deliver NHS Covid vaccines, as part of its
proposals to accelerate the biggest vaccination
programme in history. Tayo Bella, who runs the New
Romney Pharmacy in the High Street, saw the
opportunity to provide Romney Marsh with its second
vaccination centre, following the launch of the facility at
Lydd Airport, which has proved to be very successful.

Romney Marsh Morris have shown that they are still alive and
kicking, (with bells on), with their annual charity cheque
presentation this last weekend… but this year virtually, via
Zoom!
Despite 2020 being a year when they were not able to dance
out at all, and only able to practice a few times in a socially
distanced way under heavy restrictions, the side of 30 plus
members have rallied together to raise funds for their
nominated charity for 2020 – RNLI Littlestone. Through
holding a Mayday SOS Coffee morning, Mummers plays, a St
Georges Day Hoodening event, a Trafalgar Night Celebration
and ‘virtual’ barn dance, and a designated month of
donations, all done virtually via Zoom, as well as a film night
(before the first lockdown), they have raised a fantastic sum
of £1,086.47.
The Romney Marsh Morris members met on Sunday online
with Matt Crittenden, the Station Manager for RNLI
Littlestone, to present the cheque and hear an update on how
the newly refurbished boathouse, and new lifeboat are
progressing. On accepting the cheque, Matt remarked:
“You guys deserve a round of applause. You’re entertaining,
your hearts are in the right place – this is a massive amount
of money to have raised in such difficult times and it’s so, so,
so very much appreciated”. He went on to say that nationally,
the RNLI’s fundraising was down by about £30,000,000 last
year, and that the monies raised by Romney Marsh Morris
would probably be spent on a bespoke metal cage in the new
crew room, to store the shore crew’s helmets.

Matt Crittenden Littlestone RNLI Station Manager
Commenting, Dave Comley, Squire of Romney Marsh Morris
said:
“The determination of RMM members to keep together and
keep going during this most difficult of times has been
amazing and uplifting. This has resulted, despite having no
actual dance stands since Oct 2019, in being able to donate
over £1000 to RNLI Littlestone. I'm proud of what the
members have achieved and delighted - in just our 5th year of
existence - that we have not only donated thousands of
pounds to local charity in that short time - but also developed
into a wonderfully supportive social group."
Looking forward to 2021, the Morris Dancers are very hopeful
that the current pandemic circumstances will improve enough
that they will be able to dance out in the local area and
beyond again. They have a scaled down programme of
events prepared in the hope that many of them will take
place. This can be seen on their website –
www.romneymarshmorris.co.uk, and on their Facebook page.
Romney Marsh Morris are also looking for potential new
members, and are holding a meet and greet morning, via
Zoom on Sunday 7th February at 11am, when people can link

Tayo and his staff began petitioning NHS England, to
allow them to deliver the Oxford-AstraZeneca
Covid 19 vaccine to the residents of Romney
Marsh, providing a much needed, life-saving
service. Since the launch of the nationwide,
pharmacy led service on 14th January 2021,
Tayo and his staff have worked tirelessly to
complete the necessary Standard
Operating Procedures and other
documents to meet NHS requirements
defined in “Covid 19 local vaccination
deployment in community settings”.

Based on the feedback provided, the trio
considered alternative facilities in the centre
of New Romney, that would allow Tayo to
continue to provide his very valuable pharmacy
service and deliver the vaccination programme,
at the rate required by NHS England.

PUBLIC NOTICE
RADE SERVICES LTD
of Unit 7, Murston Business Centre, Norman Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 7AD
Is applying to use HC Wraxall & Co LTD,
Dengemarsh Road, Lydd, Romney Marsh, TN29 9JH,

Before Christmas we reported 1st New
Romney Scout Group had joined in
with Race Round the World, an
initiative launched by The Scout
Association to raise funds to support
the most vulnerable groups in our
nationwide community.
True to their Scouting Values the
youngsters, Leaders and supporters

Vaccines available at the Old School

A review of the facilities by Tayo, Jon and NHS
England, adequately demonstrated the suitability of
the Old School building to be adapted to deliver the
vaccination in a socially distanced manner, with a
specific focus on patient care. The additional
benefits included welfare facilities that could be
utilised by both clinical staff and volunteers,
during the long days required to meet the
programme. In true New Romney community
style, the 1st New Romney Scout group offered
the car park at their HQ in Church Lane, for the
use of clinical staff and volunteers. New
Romney Old School Trustees enthusiastically
supported the proposals and immediately began
preparations to adapt the 200 year old building
, to meet NHS England requirements.

As part of the vaccination roll-out
programme, Tayo sought the input from
Jon Wilson (CEO at Romney Marsh
Community Support Hub) whose team
has co-ordinated the volunteer effort at the
Lydd Airport vaccination hub and New
Romney Town Mayor, Councillor Paul
Thomas, who has worked closely with Jon
Wilson throughout the Covid crisis.

Carry on
Scouting We Did It!!
in to find out more about the side. Contact them via Facebook
or the website for further details and a link.

Cllr Thomas, who is also
Chairman of New
Romney Old School
Trust, suggested the use
of the New Romney Old
School building in Church
Road. Its proximity to
New Romney
Pharmacy, both
Doctors’ surgeries,
bus stops in the High
Street and the town
centre car park in
Church Road, made
it an ideal location.

Chemist Tayo

Vaccinations are planned to start on Saturday
6th February (to be confirmed), on an
appointment basis only, to meet the
Government guidelines on vaccination roll-out.
Tayo will be managing the clinical aspect of the
facility, while Jon and his team at Romney
Marsh Community Support Hub are co-ordinating
the volunteer effort. The facility will be open
08:30 to 18:00 from Monday to Saturday and 10:30
to 16:30 on Sunday. It will be operated on a strict
appointment only basis.

stepped up and completed 279+ miles
to add to the total recorded by Scouts
nationally. More importantly they
raised £250 to support Scouting.
Nationally Scouts have raised
£1million+.
Group chair, Caroline Allen stated
‘Locally we are really proud of our
youngsters. The current situation has
been a hard journey for everyone but
they continue to carry on with their
Scouting in so many innovative ways.
‘We also thank parents and adult
supporters who have also gone the
extra mile to keep Scouting alive in
New Romney.’

Congratulations
to all our
amazing
youngsters and
supporters.
Huge
Congratulations
to the Beavers
and their
supporters who
won the race
locally, by a
very narrow
margin. They
literally pipped
the Explorers at the finishing post by
one mile!!

As an operating centre for 2 goods vehicles and 4 trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating
centre(s) who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to the traffic commissioner at:
Hillcrest House,
386 Harehills Lane,
Leeds,
LS9 6NF,
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. Representors must at the
same time send a copy of their representations to the applicant at the
address given at the top of this notice. A guide to making representations is
available from the Traffic Commissioners Office.
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manned by Offenders on
‘Community Payback’ –
with both councils
contributing equal towards
running costs of the
machine. However, for
by Jan Holben most of 2020 and into this
Every year starting about this time we are ‘treated’ to the latest crop
year too, it has been
of graffiti, with ugly spray painted ‘tagging’ (tagging – a stylized form anything but ‘normal
of the writers name). And here we go again – with this years tagging working’ due with all
seen on everything from telephone cabs to garden walls – with some available employees
(obscene and offensive words) spray painted on the ground along
assisting with Covid
the Leas.
related work.
There is an artistic aspect to
Not giving up, Cllr Lawes has asked the Town Sprucer team to help
graffiti, although not to every
– and they have said although they can do this work – they would
ones taste, it can add bold
need some additional funding as the paint is expensive, especially
design and colour to otherwise
when colours need to be matched to do a good job. Some residents
ugly building site hoardings. A
have further suggested that given the immense task taken on by the
well known example of graffiti in
District council to roll out a safe and effective Covid vaccination
Folkestone is Banksy’s ‘Art Buff’
programme, that perhaps local Town and Parish Councils could
- announced as "Part of the
provide the service to remove graffiti which occurs in its own areas –
Folkestone triennial. Kind of".
or at least provide support funding for materials to allow the
Colourful street art aside, very
invaluable Town Sprucer team to do the work for them.
few of us understand and, even
Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, F&HDC Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member
less, appreciate tagging –
for Communities, said: It’s disappointing that some people feel they
especially when it is on a recently painted garden wall!!
can use the town as a colouring book for their bad drawings.
Cllr Mary Lawes (Harbour Ward) is absolutely fed up with seeing the Unfortunately this isn’t an issue exclusive to our
recent crop of tagging around Folkestone – she says: ÒIt’s really
district. We have been working hard to deal with
bad in Folkestone. No one ever sees these peopleÉ.graffiti is on
the situation – over 4,500 pieces of graffiti
bridges, under bridge arches with a huge amount on signageÓ.
have been cleaned up across the district by
Further illustrating how bad the graffiti tagging problem is - a recent
our area officers in the last 12 months. Of
social media post by FHDC said Òthey received an unfortunate
course, they would rather be doing much
report of offensive graffiti in the Sandgate area. Due to the nature of more useful things for our residents than
the incident, they prioritised the call and removed it within an hour of scrubbing paint off walls. That is why we
notificationÓ.
have been working closely with the police to
investigate and catch these anti-social
FHDC’s published policy says that Òit will remove graffiti from any
offenders. Reporting graffiti directly to the
surface that can be accessed, taking into consideration risk
council via our website can help it to be cleared
assessments undertaken. Offensive and racist graffiti will be
up quicker, as well as help us gather
removed or obscured within 48 hours. All other graffiti will be
removed within 28 days of being reportedÓ. In ‘normal working’ both intelligence in preventing more incidents
happening in the future. Please do this
FHDC and Ashford council use a third party Kent Probation Area
by visiting folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/
(KPA) to provide this service. KPA is responsible for the operation,
report-a-problem.
maintenance and insurance of a Grime-buster machine which is

Could Local Councils
Tackle Graffiti?

Join us in Lockdown and
Learn to Quill

We provide all the equipment you need for the class, all you have
to do is make yourself a coffee, sit at your computer, laptop or iPad
with a camera and join in.

As part of our Generation Connect project, we are hosting another
virtual Quilling course live streamed via Zoom. We would like to
invite you from the comfort of your
own home to join us and learn the
new skill of Quilling.

Reception@romney-resource.co.uk

If you would like to join us or are interested in additional information
on how to get involved and participate in activities or volunteering
CARM and Romney Resource Centre are working on an on the Generations Connect project, please call or contact us via
intergenerational project called Generations Connect the ethos of email at:
which is exchanging and value the experience and skills of the
Tel: 01797357455
younger and older generations. This is a three year project funded
or Email:
by the Lottery Community fund.

Quilling has been around since
medieval times when nuns used
the intricate designs to decorate
churches. In modern times quilling
can be used to create beautiful
greetings cards, pictures and
much, much more.
Our tutor June is friendly and
patient and previous participants
have said how therapeutic they
found quilling. New friendships
blossomed
and
everyone
managed to create amazing
artwork to the sound of laughter
during the lesson.
In addition to seeing each other,
the added bonus previously was
the visits from family dogs and cats
that were happy to join the session
and give their help and opinion on
proceedings and they are always
welcome.

**Customer service update**
With the announcement that Lydd Airport
will become a vaccination hub for the
Romney Marsh.
Channel Cars would like to once again
offer our support to the Romney Marsh
community. With public transport not easily
accessible to everyone or working on
reduced timetables. Channel Cars can offer
prompt, friendly and efficient service from
our large fleet of taxis.
We would like to offer discounted fares
for travel to and from the Lydd airport
Vaccination hub.
10% discount on fares up to £15.00 and
20% discount on fares over £15.00
Pre-booking is essential, please call

01303 252252 or 01303 252333
24 hours, 7 days a week.
Your satisfaction is what drives us.
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Heightened Alert About
Dog Napping

Cocker Spaniels stolen from Kennels, Kent Police are
advising all dog owners to take extra care.

One young lady had a frightening experience whilst walking
her young doggie on Sunny Sands today (20th Jan). On
leaving the beach to return to her car she struck up
by Jan Holben conversation with another dog walking couple – just to avoid
Even on the wet and windy days you will see dog walkers,
being followed by a man she described as being a fairly tall,
well wrapped up, walking their furry friends and getting their
heavy build and middle aged. As she suddenly stepped aside
daily dose of outdoors exercise. It’s noticeable over recent
to speak to the couple, the man who had followed her off the
months that dog owners are keeping a close eye on their
beach, kept on walking by when he saw her talking to the
dogs, or deciding to keep their doggie on a lead, because
couple. The young lady said that this man had followed her
they fear their doggie being stolen. This sense of heightened onto Sunny Sands beach, and although she kept changing
alert follows reports of a dramatic increase of dogs being
direction he seemed to keep changing direction too – she
stolen across Kent, and closer to home, in our district too.
said that he was watching her doggie all the time and she
Underlining this was a recent BBC report with a headline
thought he might try to steal her dog. She thanked the couple
which read: Coronavirus: Lock down year 'worst ever' for dog for waiting with her, and because she felt unsafe and was still
thefts.
shaking she literally ran back to her car, waving to the couple
to signal she had got back. Other dog owners who were on
the beach had said they had noticed this ‘rough looking’ man
who seemed to have no particular purpose being on the
beach especially during the wet and windy weather, they had
noticed his strange behaviour and they were keeping a close
eye on their dogs too.
Hundred of dogs are stolen in Kent every year, Kent Police
advises: "We recommend pet owners take every measure
available to them to keep their animals safe. In addition to
micro-chipping, home and garden security can also be
considered including the use of good quality CCTV and
security lights to help keep thieves at bay."

‘A Stark Reality Of Nature’
by Jan Holben
Earlier this month the joyful news was announced of the birth of three lion
cubs, born at Port Lympne wildlife park. These three lion cubs were the
first lion cubs to be born at Port Lympne in more than 10 years.
The cubs were born in the early hours of Monday 13th May, to first time
parents, Adras an impressive male and Oudrika, his female companion,. A
cub cam had been fitted which allowed people to watch these beautiful
little cubs be born and thousands of people watched as lioness Oudrika
give birth to the litter – the first one came in the morning, cubs two and
three arrived later that afternoon.

Our Man In Westminster
On 26th January the first mass vaccination centre in Kent
for COVID-19 opened its doors in Folkestone town
centre. This is based in the building known as Folca,
which was formerly the Debenhams department store.
Last week I visited the building along with the Leader of
Folkestone and Hythe District Council, Cllr David Monk,
to meet with the team from the NHS who were preparing
the centre for its opening. They believe that it will be able
to vaccinate over 3000 people a day when operating at
full capacity, meaning over 20,000 people a week can be
treated there.

Oudrika already has three older cubs - Khari, Binti, and Kulinda – who
stayed close to their mother during the birth and took care of the
newborns straight away with daddy lion Adras waiting patiently outside.

The BBC report includes a quote from a representative Dog
Lost who said I've been doing this for 30 years now and it's
the worst ever year I've known. Unfortunately, due to lock
down, people are at home more and they're looking for
companion animals to take up their time. Sadly the criminals
capitalised on this. It's pushed the price of dogs and puppies
up in general, which has inadvertently sparked a high rise in
dog thefts."

Kent residents will be invited through their GP surgery to
make an appointment at the vaccination centre. This will
include people not just from Folkestone and Hythe, but
from across the east of the county. This gives us fantastic
facilities now to accelerate the process of vaccinating
people for coronavirus, alongside the existing local
vaccination hubs, including at the Civic Centre in
Folkestone, Oaklands surgery in Hythe, and Lydd Airport
Last week I visited the hubs at the Civic Centre and at
Lydd Airport and it was great to speak with the teams
who were administering the vaccines. The operations
were running smoothly and it was also good to meet
some of the volunteers who are working to support the
process. The overall target established by the
government is for the four most vulnerable groups,
including everyone aged over 70, to be vaccinated by the
15th February, and we remain confident of meeting that
target. This will be a considerable achievement,
delivering the biggest vaccination programme in our
nation's history, and doing so at a considerably faster rate
than in other European countries

Following a spate of dog thefts including a Caucasian
Shepherd dog stolen from a yard, and King Charles and

Sadly just three days after the birth, one lion cub died and Port Lympne
issued the following statement "During the early hours of Saturday
morning, the pride noticed that one of the new cubs was unresponsive.
Khari tried his best to stimulate the cub, but sadly it did not make it. We
do not wish to intervene and remove cubs from the den at this time. We
obviously want Oudrika to raise her cubs and will only step in if the pride
abandon a cub or their behaviour becomes reckless, which it has not. Our
team are reviewing all footage at the moment. The situation in the den
remains calm and we will continue to monitor closelyÓ.
If you check out the Port Lympne live Cub Cam you may see the new
cubs playing outside at: https://youtu.be/Dd0uIfhz0A8

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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Damian Collins MP

Concerns were raised last week about an outbreak of
coronavirus at Napier Barracks in Folkestone, which has
been used to accommodate people in the asylum
system. It is believed 130 people tested positive for
COVID, out of the 380 people based there, 100 people
tested negative, and test results were being awaited for
the rest. Since last September I have raised concerns
about the suitability of the barracks to accommodate so
many asylum seekers on the same site, when it was
clearly not designed for this purpose. The COVID
pandemic has made the situation worse, as it has not
been possible to effectively isolate people who’ve tested
positive for the virus, using the limited facilities available.
I have tabled questions to the Home Office, asking them
to confirm how they intend to manage this problem, and
what advice they've taken from Public Health England.
I've also asked them to confirm that no new asylum
seekers will be sent to Napier Barracks. Last week, I
called for people who’ve tested negative for coronavirus
to be removed and accommodated elsewhere. This has
now happened and some of these people have been
placed in hotels in Hythe. Again, I don’t believe this is the
right decision to move people who have been asked to
self-isolate because they have been in close proximity to
the virus and accommodate them in hotels near the
centre of the town. I have asked the Home Office to
explain why they have acted in this way and how long
these hotels will be used for this purpose. Overall, I
believe the Home Office should commit to reducing the
numbers of asylum seekers being held at Napier
Barracks and to close this facility as soon as possible.
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Disadvantaged
students
receive nearly
5,000 Laptops
and Tablets

Duke of Edinburgh My journey through
lockdown

The additional 300,000 devices lifts
government investment by another
£100 million, meaning over £400 million
will have been invested in supporting
disadvantaged children and young
people who need the most help with
access to technology through the
“The 4,942 new laptops and laptops we
pandemic.
have received from the Government,
Kent County Council has received
alongside the raft of measures to help
4,942 laptops and tablets to help
These
extra
devices
are
part
of
the
schools deliver high-quality online
support disadvantaged children and
Government’s
mission
to
give
every
learning, will help to make this a reality,
young people learn at home.
child a high-quality remote education
ensuring that no child’s education is
while schools are closed.
The new devices are part of the
hindered because of their background,
Conservative Government’s
location or their circumstances.
Other
measures
it
has
taken
include
commitment to deliver 1.3 million
providing more than 54,000 4G routers “The moment that the virus permits, all
laptops and tablets to help
to schools and colleges across
our children will be back in school with
disadvantaged pupils during the
England, ensuring that no child’s
their teachers and their friends. But until
national lockdown.
education is prohibited by a lack of
then, these measures will ensure that
internet access, and working in
Over 700,000 devices have been
every child can get the world class
partnership
with
the
UK’s
leading
delivered so far, including 100,000 in
education that they deserve.
mobile phone operators, including EE,
the last week alone.
Three, O2 and Vodafone, to deliver free Commenting, Education Secretary
internet access for those students until Gavin Williamson said:
Damian Collins,
July 2021; with a number of these
Member of
providers committing to work with the
“I know just how difficult this year has
Parliament for
Government-funded
Oak
National
been for parents and teachers, now
Folkestone and
Academy to provide free access to its
more so than ever. I want nothing more
Hythe, has
online lessons.
than for every child to be in the
welcomed the
classroom with their friends and
announcement that
To
further
boost
the
quality
of
remote
teachers, but with that not possible we
disadvantaged
education
for
all
students,
the
are doing everything in our power to
pupils
Government has strengthened the
support schools with high-quality
across
minimum
standards
for
remote
learning
remote education.”
Kent
provision,
so
every
child,
no
matter
have
where they learn, receives the great
“These additional devices, on top of the
received 4,942 laptops and tablets so
education they deserve.
100,000 delivered last week, add to the
far, as part of the 700,000 devices that
significant support we are making
will have been delivered across
Commenting,
Damian
Collins
MP
available to support schools deliver
England.
said:”Whilst schools remain shut for the high-quality online learning, as we know
they have been doing.”
Over 100,000 were delivered last week vast majority of students across
Folkestone,
Hythe
and
Romney
Marsh,
alone, and by the end of the week more
it is vital that we do all we can to give
“Our guidance reflects the increased
than 700,000 laptops and tablets will
every child access to a high-quality
number of hours pupils should benefit
have been delivered to schools and
remote
education
until
they
are
allowed
from, and schools publishing their plans
local authorities.
to re-open.
lets parents know that their children are
not missing out on the great education
The Conservative Government has also
they deserve”.
announced that a further 300,000

The Scouting Adventure continues. Marsh Academy student,
Oakley Davies reports on a different way of tackling the Duke of
Edinburgh Award.
Lockdown has been tough for everybody, in a variety of ways,
so I have been trying to keep myself busy and utilise all the
extra time we have. Almost a year ago, I started my Silver Duke
of Edinburgh Award with 1st New Romney Scouts, who I have
been with for just under 9 years. During Covid times I have tried
my utmost to complete as much of my award as possible.
Thanks to the amazing community we have, it has been
extremely enjoyable to complete my volunteering, skills, and
physical sections. I am pleased to say that I have managed to
receive my Certificate of
Achievement,
which I will build
on to complete my
entire award
when it is safe
to complete
my
expeditions.
Whilst doing
my Sliver
Duke of
Edinburgh
Award, I chose to
do Photography for
my skill, to volunteer
at Aristocats
Cattery, and learn
Kayaking for my
physical section. The
pandemic unfortunately
had other ideas, and my
kayaking and volunteering
were put on hold. So instead I
decided to alter my direction. I
became a member of the Romney
Marsh Litter picking watch and helped
them in the wonderful job they do
keeping our local community pristine,
restoring beauty to the surrounding
area for everyone to enjoy. I also
started home fitness and cycling before
kayaking became possible. I have to
say, I would not have been able to do it
without a few amazing people helping me
every step of the way. I would like to say
a large thank you to, Peter Fogden at
Aristocats Cattery in Snave, Eric Brown
with the Romney Marsh Litter Picking
Watch, the staff at Seapoint Canoe
Centre in Seabrook, my
photography teacher at The
Marsh Academy, my
parents, and my eversupporting scouting
family. This amazing group
of people provided the facility
for me to continue through my
award and achieve great things,
giving me many opportunities to
thrive and make the
most of these dire situations.`I
hope you all stay safe and I look
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devices will be made available to pupils
across the country, taking the total
number of laptops and tablets for
disadvantaged young people up to 1.3
million.

forward to seeing you at a scouting event in the future!

Oakley Davies, 1st New Romney Scouts.
Footnote from Janet. Group Scout Leader. We are extremely
proud of Oakley and everything he has achieved over the last 9
years from Beavers, thru Cubs, Scouts and now Explorers. He
has made all the Leaders superproud this year with his tenacity
and resilience. It has been doubly difficult as Oakley was part
of the District Scout Eurojam Team heading to Poland, summer
2020. They had all been busy fund raising, sadly the Jamboree
was cancelled so we are extremely impressed that Oakley has
been able to divert his time and skills into completing the major
part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award. Oakley is a great
Scouting Ambassador and we hope it won’t be too long before
he can complete his award. Well done Oakley!!..

Home Schooling until at
least Easter

The news will come as
a blow for parents
attempting to juggle
the demands of home
schooling with work.

There is as a very real prospect of many more months of home
schooling - with the Government expected to rule out a return to
the classroom in February. Putting not only Pupils but parents
under even more strain for possibly two more months under
lockdown

A survey this weekend
revealed many
working parents are
reporting increased
levels of stress and
have concerns about their children's mental well-being.

As we went to press, Education Secretary Gavin Williamson is
believed to be preparing to make the announcement within days.
He is not expected to put a precise date on schools reopening,
but education leaders expect it will not be until March or April.
A report in The Sunday Times quotes a Government source as
saying: "We are in this for the long haul. We are going to start
giving parents more information so they can start managing their
expectations. Although we have not arrived at an exact date
when we think schools will go back, it will not be after half term."

When Schools do manage to return, it is likely to be on a
staggered basis. Those in specific year groups, such as those
studying for GCSEs and A-levels may return first. A rota system
may also be introduced, with pupils taught every other week from
home.
The news comes as it was revealed Coronavirus vaccines may
not fully prevent people from passing the virus on to others and
people who have had the jab should still continue to abide by
lockdown restrictions.
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LUXURIOUS GRAND DESIGN MAKEOVER
OF SEAFRONT CARE HOME TO OPEN IN SPRING
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The well-respected and established Madeira
Lodge Care Home is soon to complete its 1.5
million pound development transformation to
offer the best in dedicated dementia and elderly
care in the area.
Due to open this spring, the completely redesigned seafront care home will offer the
latest facilities and technology to support
residents with dementia, and related illnesses,
in a holistic and enabling space.
Working with a specialist design team, and
consultation with current care home residents,
every consideration has been given to
developing a home that enables freedom and
independence in a safe and secure
environment where bespoke 24 hour care will
support an exceptional quality of life.
Adam Hutchison, Managing Director of
Belmont Healthcare, owners of Madeira Lodge
Care Home says: “We are very pleased to be
realising a long held dream, which was to
continue to build on the family business in
such a much loved place to us.
“What could be better than living here in this
seafront location, part of this wonderful
community, knowing you are safe and secure
receiving round the clock care and support?
“We’re very excited about opening to new
residents, we have taken room reservations
already which fills us with much hope as we
look to create our own home community.
Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can
open our doors to the wider New Romney
Community and share the space with
everyone.

“We’re also hoping to share some
wonderful news about our VIP opening,
whether it is virtual or actual it will be
happening, so watch this space for a
news update.”
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Contact Us: 01797 363 242
www.belmonthealthcare.co.uk

THE ALL-NEW MADEIRA
LODGE CARE HOME
OPENING IN SPRING 2021
The luxurious grand makeover of this well-known
and respected care home right on the seafront will
offer residents unrivalled facilities coupled with topnotch care delivered through the expert guidance
of the home manager Sarah Pennington.
Expect to be spoilt with bespoke care and
facilities to enable you to live the life you want
whilst being fully supported to do so.
Maderia Lodge Facilities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Specialist dementia care
Dementia support dog
24 hour care
Designed for ease of mobility
Resident wellbeing monitoring
throughout
20 new ensuite bedrooms
1950’s retro diner

•
•
•
•

Large and
comfortable
communal lounge
and dining area
Sensory garden
Petting farm
Unspoiled and farreaching views

Proving specialist nursing, respite and personal care for the
elderly, Madeira Lodge operates a home from home philosophy
that enables individual independence and freedom to live your
best life. The Madeira Lodge care home team looks forward to
welcoming you into their warm and safe caring environment.

Contact us on 01797 363242
for all enquires about this lodge
www.belmonthealthcare.co.uk
0333 444 0121

f t

enquires@belmonthealthcare.co.uk

Your Letters

Email: Info@thelooker.co.uk

10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney. Kent TB28 8LZ
Dear David,
We live in St.Mary's Bay and what used to be a car park
during the summer months, was sold to build houses on.
Although some houses have been built but not finished,
the whole area has become a blot on the landscape.
We were wondering if you could enlighten us, and most
probably a lot of other people in St.Mary's Bay, what is
the position at the moment, as it appears that nothing is
getting finished and the whole site, including the houses
that are almost finished, is an absolute disgrace.
Regards,
Linda and Derek Hoadley, St. Mary’s Bay.
Dear Looker,

A world from which the UK has abdicated
Whilst there is understandable sadness throughout our
community in the current circumstances, the deceit of Brexit
will unravel in due course and let’s not forget that we are a
‘remain’ nation. 29 million electors did not vote for this
international isolation, and over the last three years every
opinion poll has shown that we should remain as part of the
most powerful and influential force on the planet (apart from
one bizarre and discredited poll by the Daily Telegraph which
gave a favourable response to Brexit by 70% to 30% - that
paper of course an employer of Boris Johnson to expound his
nonsense about straight bananas and the strength of Italian
condoms). I have spoken to countless ‘Dans’ down the pub
who tap the side of their noses and apparently know what
goes on in Brussels – because they’ve seen it on the Internet.
The ‘Dans’ of our world have been hoodwinked by the idea of
‘sovereignty’ and an ability to stand “on our own two feet and
make our own laws”. And 74% of those who could not vote in
2016 have said they would remain, and even the last election,
despite all its electoral unfairness conclusively reflected all
the findings of those polls that the ‘Remain’ vote would be in
the mid-fifties and the ‘Leavers’ in the mid-forties. (The
Conservatives polled 43.9% of the vote and still ended up
with an 80 seat majority – ‘democracy’ mmm?!).

Dear Looker.
Firstly a BIG thank you to all volunteers that have helped
and supported the Lydd Airport Vaccination Centre get off
the ground so quickly and efficiently. There has been so
much great feedback already for older residents who
have been in receipt of their first jab. Such a relief for so
many of them and they have commented on how friendly
and supportive the volunteers have been.
We have been overwhelmed by how many volunteers
have come forward to help and support. If you are
reading this email, you can be reassured that we have
your email address and will be in touch very soon to get
you involved in volunteering. As I keep reminding people
this will be going on for weeks and months, so everyone
who has expressed an interest will be used in the coming
weeks. We are going to need you all to play your part if
we can keep up the momentum of the first few days
since it started.
We are waiting for the next vaccination drop up at Lydd
Airport and we expect that this will restart on Thursday,
all being well.
I have received an email from the Managing Director of
Invicta Health this morning who are co-ordinating the
vaccination centre. They have done have a great job in
mobilising this large operation so quickly, bearing all the
logistics involved to make it happen. It is a testament to
all those who have been involved at the early stages of
this marathon vaccination programme.
“The vaccination programme at Lydd Airport has gone
extremely well especially given the short notice , issues
with logistics, local perceptions and weather etc!!
However, without your volunteers this would never have
happened and certainly not as well as it has.

They have been friendly, good humoured, very
professional, and supportive. No matter the weather or
what we’ve asked them to do they have worked with
good grace and have been very helpful. They are a real
The Remainers’ arguments were simply borne of fact, while
credit to you and the local community. As I said this
the Leavers pursued some sort of fantasy land of long-lost
couldn’t and wouldn’t happen without them and it has
imperialism and self-entitlement. The Leavers wanted to trade been a real pleasure”
with the rest of the world without knowing that we traded with
220 countries and traded freely with a third of those through
our EU trade agreements. Ignorance was certainly bliss in
that case! Polar bears in the Arctic and penguins in the
Antarctic are simply begging for our services! We have
always made our own laws and will continue to do so – there
is no other way to stand up to the controlling global threat of
the US, Russia and China – and a nice little break in Cornwall
for the G7 will only enhance our now parochial role on the
world stage. Biden already recognises that the power-brokers
in Europe are in Paris, Berlin and Brussels, and as much as
poor little, dishevelled Boris tries to shout about our
worthiness, it will fall on deaf ears while the grown-ups
conflab.
But there must be hope – the next generation will carry us
back into Europe and all its benefits for us in time once this
shoddy example of imagined progress has been usurped – I
echo JFK’s words; “Don’t think about what Europe can do for
the UK, but what the UK can do for Europe”.
And there are of course other causes for hope – the NHS is
now better off by £1.05bn in the third week since Brexit. And
our local fishing fraternity is protected. Oh, perhaps not…

We will be sure to be in touch very soon to get those who
have expressed an interest to get involved.
Well done everyone. I am sure all working together we
will be able to get our communities through the other side
of this pandemic safely and effectively.
Thank you for all your help and support. We very much
appreciate you and value your willingness to come and
make a difference at this crisis time.
All the best
Jon Wilson
Chief Executive Officer
Romney Marsh Day Centre –
Home of the Romney Marsh Community Support Hub
W: rmdc.org.uk

East Kent researchers
trial black elderberry
liquid as a treatment for
Covid-19
Researchers at East Kent Hospitals are investigating whether a
popular herbal remedy could be an effective treatment in the fight
against Covid-19.

Computer Maintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?
Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow, or even if it seems dead....
We can help!
ContactThe Computer People Now for a Free, No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8AS
Shop: 01797 363385Ali: 07802 470 675 Dave: 07970 804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

The team are the first in the country to trial the use of Sambucol
Black Elderberry liquid – available in many health food shops - in
patients who are being treated for coronavirus.
They proposed the study after hearing about previous research
which showed black elderberry fruit or extracts had antiviral
properties against flu and a type of herpes. It has been adopted by
the National Institute for Health Research.
Ms Jessica Evans, director of research and innovation at the Trust,
said: “We are all very excited to have been given approval to start
this trial, which could have huge implications for the treatment of
coronavirus.
“A previous study with flu patients showed people who took the
extract had significant improvements in their symptoms within two
days, compared to six days for those who did not.
“We will be testing whether there are similar effects in people in the
community who have tested positive for Covid-19 and are
experiencing symptoms, to see if the severity and length of time can
be reduced.”
The study began earlier this month and the team hopes to recruit
more than 200 patients to the trial. They will either receive the black
elderberry liquid or a placebo, and will then be monitored to see if
there is any reduction in their symptoms.

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797362521• 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6

Priory Close, New Romney

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley
Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Andrew South, Dymchurch.
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They Think It’s All Over....
The Looker asked our resident Cinema and TV editor Vince
Shelly, to look back and look at some of the games and
pastimes of the past and see if he can jog our memories.

no fractured metatarsal or pulled muscles or torn hamstrings the
only injuries in Subbuteo were breaks some so serious that
players would occasionally have to be retired to the bin for
eternity. Depending on the number of teams you had sometimes
players were forced to play on with broken or missing limbs, well
if Bert Trautmann played in a cup final with a broken neck, I'm
sure your right back can play with a leg missing.

Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

SUBBUTEO

The real labour of love was setting up and putting away the
game, unless you were blessed with a large enough space to
leave everything up you would have to place each player in the
box, hoover the pitch and pack everything back in the box.
Unlike the PS4 you never had a quick game of Subbuteo, no
While shopping at Christmas I spotted a real blast from the past, Subbuteo wasn't about a quick kick about. Today's youth
probably wouldn't have the patience which means where will the
the legendary football game Subbuteo. Subbuteo for the
uneducated was played on a green baize pitch and consisted of next generation of flickers come from. I hope the game lives on
because there are many hours of enjoyment to be had from a
two opposing teams of 10 outfield figures set on a base with 2
game that is and will always be a classic. I guarantee that there
goalkeepers on a base and attached to a stick which allowed
are many aging men who still possess the game of Subbuteo. It
you to manoeuvre the keeper under a goal. An oversized
may not have seen the light of day and it is gathering dust in a
football completed the set then came the levels of competency
corner of the house but they will never get rid of it out of a sense
as you aimed to master the skills to flick your players onto
of loyalty and a hope that one day they will hand it down to the
victory.
next generation of Subbuteo players.

We Create
Websites
That Work!
Now having been the recipient of a much-needed PS4 for
Xmas, thanks dear. I have spent some of my lockdown, when
I'm not writing, playing the new FIFA 21 and I'm quite proud of
the fact that I managed to get Millwall promoted on professional
level, don't judge me. FIFA 21 is state of the art, you can be a
player or a manager, hold press conferences and post-match
interviews, delve into the transfer market and lead your team to
glory and all you have to do is turn on the PS4, inset disk, load
and away you go. Surely the simplicity and state of the art
graphics means Subbuteo runs a second best, or does it?
As I explained the
PS4 requires none of
the love, affection or
patience to play
Subbuteo. I can
remember as a youth,
yes, I can remember
that far back,
spending hours trying to flatten the green baize so that it was
perfectly straight. If I remember correctly in the end my Dad
secured a large piece of wood, the pitch in its entirety was huge
in size, which the baize was stuck to. For the beginner all you
needed was a pitch, 2 teams and a ball and away you went.
Everyone started with a starter pack which would contain corner
flags and the all-important rules. Rules, I hear you say, yes rules
this is serious business. Once you had the basics you could
build, build and build. Match officials, corner kickers, Stadiums,
hoardings, supporters, floodlights, tv crews, the list was endless
and some set ups resembled a miniature village. It is fair to say
that these weren't just players they were enthusiasts.
So, you've got your Subbuteo set, you're half decent and you
can beat all your friends and families so what's next? Well, if
you are really good what about the world championships. Sadly,
last year's championships in Rome fell foul to covid but it will be
back again. But not everyone will compete in the world
championships, I didn't but I still spent a large portion of my
youth playing Subbuteo and I served my time and put in the
hours. The makers of Subbuteo appreciated the dedication of
their audience and went to great pains to lovingly create teams
with great details. They were also shrewd enough to produce
teams of 11, no subs in Subbuteo, which led to many a
painstaking hour spent gluing injured players together. Oh yes,
Page 18

Top: There has been a Lifeboat Station at Dungeness since 1854. The new boathouse was completed in 1977 and the latest
lifeboat, ‘The Morrell’ was first launched in 2014.
Web Design

SEO

HOSTING

Bottom: Martello Tower No. 25 in the car park at Dymchurch. Originally, there were over 70 towers along the South coast.

Contact us to start your new project
info@jmfwebdesign.co.uk
07903 128 399
JMF Web Design is a small Kent based web design
company, specialising in creating bespoke websites
that not only look great but also reach your target
audience. We think big and with our years of
experience, we create everything from elegant
portfolios to online shops. As a result, we pride
ourselves on keeping up to date with latest trends
in the industry and cutting-edge technology.
In addition, each website design that we produce
includes unlimited user logins to allow you as well
as your staff to update and amend the website. All
of our websites are search engine optimised (SEO)
to gain you a high website ranking in Google. Our
Website designs are thoroughly browser tested to
make sure your website looks amazing on every
web browser. Every design that we produce is
ultra-responsive hence why your website will fit
perfectly on all devices from Nokiaʼs to Notebooks
and everything in between.

The Looker

£700
web
*Not in conjunction with any other offer

www.jmfwebdesign.co.uk

With thanks to Top Banana Banners for the design

Page 19

Broccoli Heads say ....
Eat Me
By Leonie, Sandgate Society

Mrs P
Now lost track of all days and weeks. I have
settled into a routine of cat litter trays,
housework and family history research.

Update 17th January: It has been more like weather for
frogs and ducks rather than community gardeners this
week, but some of us made it to the garden at some point
suitably dressed for the occasion in all over wet weather
gear and some determination to get a few jobs done. Last
year the wet weather left pools of water on the surface of
the soil, and we came away with muddy boots, but this year
there is none of that so we can already see that the
compost and wood chip paths are helping the structure of
the soil.

This is all interspersed with sorties to the
High Street for various bits and bobs that
Mr Tesco can’t supply. and a good
opportunity to stretch my legs and catch
up on the news.

The Oca got cleared, more beds mulched with compost,
wood chips bagged up, sedge grass and brambles removed
then composted, and the perimeter hedge trimmed. On
pulling up a parsnip, one of our gardeners was surprised to
find that the entire body of the root had been invaded,
hollowed out and made into a red ant nest teeming with
ants, larvae and eggs. He managed to grab a few
photographs before the inhabitants scurried off with the nest
contents to pastures new. That was an unexpected
encounter for both parties.

The lovely Charity shop next to Artisan is now to be a
Vegetarian and Vegan cafe. Can’t meat up there then...!

There are always things to be
found in the garden to
surprise and interest. Below is
a
picture of one of our
Romanesco broccoli heads
which are now nearly ready to
be picked. It is rich in vitamin
C, vitamin K, dietary fibre and
carotenoids. More interesting
is the fact that it has the most
fabulous pattern, and is
apparently a natural fractal
vegetable representing the
Fibonacci or golden
logarithmic spiral. The head is
made up of smaller heads which exactly mimic the shape of
the larger head, and repeats itself ad infinitum until too
small to be seen; it is quite mesmerising, and tastes pretty
good too.
Although plant growth at this time of year is slow or even
dormant in some cases, the plants we have will be making
some good root establishment below the soil, and preparing
themselves for the warmer, longer days which will
eventually come. The broad beans can be seen pushing up
against the fleece, but need the protection from the icy
blasts of the wind. They also need protecting from the
pigeons that have already taken liberties with a few of the
purple sprouting leaves sticking out of the netting. You can
tell it is bird beak damage as opposed to slugs or snails as
the birds will tear at the softer parts of the leaf around the
main stem and ‘veins’, leaving a skeletal structure – slugs
and snails generally just eat the lot!
We share what we have grown as it is harvested and
although there is not enough to store over the winter
months, some of us have stored a squash or two from our
own gardens which if kept cool and dry should keep well
into the spring. Below one of our gardeners has shared a
photo of her ‘Prince’ squash picked some three months ago,
cut open to show the lovely deep orange flesh which then
ended up in a delicious soup. There is nothing finer on a
cold and wet wintery day.
What’s Next: Just check that the parsnips are all harvested,
If parsnips all gone then mulch with compost, Remove all
old and tatty leaves from leafy veg, Check on all the net and
fleece coverings,
Start to turn compost bin 2 into bin 3, Start to turn compost
bin 1 into bin 2
Community Garden Updates plus more about
GreenShepway from www.growshepway.uk
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This week I heard that a shop has
been done for selling coffees to
customers inside. The police went in and issued an instant
fine. They hadn’t got a bean…

Mr P has had two jabs. Apparently Oaklands are defying the
rules and doing the 2nd one with A 3 week gap.
Meanwhile I have not had any jabs and still venture forth
shrouded in Snoods, scarves and masks.
But I have to do this as he has had a couple of falls recently
And can’t manage a mask, stick and bag let alone sanitise
regularly.
There have been 2 zoom meetings recently. I managed to
produce 3 bars of lavender soap and then there was felting.
This is not for me, I spent an hour stabbing a piece of pink
wool With a barbed needle. It was supposed to morph into a
flower. Shan’t be doing that again.!
The next one is decoupage where paper is glued onto an
object such as a box. Still At least I’m finding out. Can’t knit
or sew either but have lots of ideas.

Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly
I've written a few reviews in my time but maybe none as
passionately as this next one.
In 1978 a brand-new children's programme hit the beeb, it
was a hard-hitting (at the time) show based around a school
called Grange Hill. Over the next 30 years, 31 series and 601
episodes Grange Hill would introduce us to a whole new set of
heroes Tucker Jenkins, Trisha Yates, Benny Green, Zammo,
Stewpot and Robbie. We would also take to our hearts the
likes of Ro-Land and Pogo Patterson who were frequently the
victims of the panto villains Imelda Davis and Gripper
Stebson. Gripper particularly was a much-despised villain of
the piece capable of stealing your lunch money while starting
up a race riot. A racist Elvis look-a-like, Gripper brought terror
to the students of Grange Hill and made a visit to the school
toilets a most dangerous task.

With all that stabbing I should imagine that I could qualify to
give covid jabs….if only I had some vaccine.

Mrs McCluskey the head with a heart. While the students had
Gripper and Imelda the staff had Mr Bronson, an elderly
military style teacher who seemed to hold all the students in
contempt. The fearsome teacher held a personal war with the
renegade student Danny Kendall. The storyline between
Bronson and Danny was to lead to a tragic outcome, and
while today's soaps kill off their stars at an alarming rate,
Danny's death in Grange Hill was new territory and left us
both saddened and shocked.

The eventual downfall of Stebson was a most satisfying
episode as a multi-racial vigilante group rallied to give Gripper
'a damn good seeing too' Despite the viewers bloodlust and
desire for revenge the attempt was thwarted by PE enforcer
'Bullet' Baxter who muttered the immortal words "No sorry
lads, I can't allow it" before whisking Gripper away for
permanent exclusion. 'Bullet' Baxter proved to be Sheriff of
Grange Hill on many occasions even punching a fellow
member of the PE department Mr Hicks, who Bullet caught
bullying a student. I can remember cheering at home as Mr
Hicks hit the deck.

After 30 glorious years the plug was finally pulled on Grange
Hill and the school gates closed forever. But the memories still
live on and while the show appears outdated now, one of the
main reasons the show was pulled was because it didn't
reflect schools in Britain at the time and the contemporary
subjects of knife crime and gang violence was deemed too
much for children's tv. Having revisited a few of the early
episodes I admit to finding the overly cockney accents funny.
All 'gawd blimey sir' and 'it's a fair cop guv' but the show still
ignites a warmth inside and brings back some fond memories.

Grange Hill was the first children's TV show to tackle the
issues that were affecting schools at the time, poverty,
bullying, teenage pregnancy and of course D.R.U.G.S and I'm
not talking about the mild stuff no Grange Hill went full on with
Zammo's battle against heroin addiction gripping a nation. No,
this wasn't jolly hockey sticks or lashings and lashings of
ginger beer; this was the real McCoy. The Grange Hill
aficionados amongst you will also remember the 'Just Say No'
song that accompanied the storyline and made the charts.

My love of Grange Hill would also lead me to a couple of
chance encounters with the stars of the show. The first was
when I was working with my Dad who had his own cleaning
company in London. Dad regularly bought his cleaning
supplies from his mate Roy who had a shop in Shoreditch.
One day Roy asked me if I wanted to meet his son and there
larger in life was Lee McDonald who played Zammo. Lee was
just like Zammo, minus the heroin addiction and was friendly
and chatty. The second encounter was when I captained The
Caldecott team in a charity match against the Arsenal
celebrity team and was lining up against John Alford who
played Robbie and Mark Burdis who played Stewpot. We got
stuffed that day but I still have the photos that I pressganged
John Alford into posing for with eldest son Alex and myself.

We've mentioned Mr Baxter as the no-nonsense firm but fair
PE teacher and I have to mention in dispatches the lovable

Be sure to catch up with Grange Hill on Britbox and let the
memories flood back.
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Some more thoughtful owners do
keep a more watchful eye on their
dogs and will dutifully pick it up
but then hang it on a bush or
Cambridge Dictionary "noun" to do (something) again or more
branch intending to collect on
than once
their way back but totally forget
time after time or can’t find it.
The rather messy topic of ‘dog poo’
Then there’s the other pet owner
who is forced to pick up because
Whilst picking up other peoples litter I also often come across
items that cause a slight shaking of the head and the word ‘why’ other dog walkers have
witnessed the event, however, they then sling the full bag into a
usually enters the forefront of my mind.
nearby bramble bush when nobody is looking. This discarded
litter then becomes an almost impossible item to retrieve, often
This rather common item is dog mess and doggy poo bags. I
must admit when I was asked to write a column for The Looker, the bag shreds and the contents are lost. We have also
identified the designated area pet owner who appears to pile up
dog poo, wasn’t the first thing that sprang to mind. I do admit
that my writing at times might be a bit s**t but I didn’t think I’d be their doggy poo bags in a neat little stack adding to the pile
every day, instead of popping it into the nearest litter bin or
writing about it.
taking it home.
I see myself as a responsible dog owner, I grew up in a family
Dog mess is an eyesore and a potentially leathal health hazard
where we always had a dog, shortly after I got married along
came our first dog and as of today we are now onto dog number even if bagged. If you are a dog owner you have a legal duty to
clean up everytime your dog messes in a public place, its a
ten. Like all living creatures the call of nature is a daily event,
with Labrador’s it often feels like it’s on the hour every hour that finable offense with a fixed penalty of £40 payable. Besides the
wrong doing it’s really not a very nice thing for others to have to
they need to relieve themselves. As their owner I know like
deal with. So please be a responsible pet owner and clear up
many it’s our duty to clear up after them, it’s all part and parcel
after your dog properly. If you aren’t prepared to clear up after
of owning a dog. So around our garden we have little shovels
a dog then you shouldn’t become a dog owner.
strategically placed, ready to perform this task, the package is
then disposed of in a designated area where nature can take its
Sorry to shatter dreams but there’s no such thing as a doggy
course.
poop fairy!
When out and about I watch for the tell tale signs that show
Follow us on Facebook and join our group:
when our dogs are about to perform and pick it up with a bag
taken from one of two rolls attached to the leads. The great
thing about Labradors is that they don’t tend to perform on a
footpath they are more inclined to venture into inaccessible
areas, like brambles or a stinging nettle patch which often
makes retrieving it quite a challenge.

What is a repeat?

Litter Picking Watch
Romney Marsh

Financial support is still available for eligible
businesses significantly impacted by the
COVID-19 restrictions currently in place.
There are three schemes being administered
by Folkestone & Hythe District Council on
behalf of central government during the third
national lockdown:
Local Restrictions Support Grant (LRSG)
Closed Business Lockdown Payment
Additional Restrictions Grant (ARG)
Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader, said: “This
money is a crucial lifeline for businesses
currently unable to trade as they usually
would.
“This is about supporting our local economy
as best we can right now. We have been
working hard to ensure this funding is getting
to the businesses which provide much-valued
products and services to residents across our
district in a timely manner.
“It’s been fantastic to hear such positive
feedback ranging from small traders to bigger
businesses with larger overheads. Many have
said the grants have made this current
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situation less stressful and acted as a real
lifeline during lockdown periods.”
While more information about all of the
support available can be found at folkestonehythe.gov.uk/covid-19/business-support, here
is a basic breakdown of the three:

In 2018 I was diagnosed with Stage 4 Ovarian Cancer and i
have been on a roller-coaster journey ever since with the
ups and downs the treatment brings.
With the love and support of my family and my friends taking
care of all my needs (food parcels, shopping, taxis service,
paper delivery! and not forgetting the chats on my mobile
phone!) I can now celebrate this birthday.
A huge thank you to all of you and also the doctors, nurses
and McMillan staff who have provided my treatment that has
got me where I am today.
As we cannot all get together for a party I thought it would
be good to raise some funds for charity to show my
appreciation for the care I have received as without it i would
not be here today.
If you would like to join me with this fundraiser you can
donate on my just giving page
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/maggie-smith80?utm_term=b2Q5Wa4rR

All eligible businesses that have already
applied for an LSRG for the national
lockdown period in November 2020 period
will automatically receive this additional grant.
For more information, visit folkestonehythe.gov.uk/local-restrictions-support

For those who have successfully applied for
an LRSG in the past, subsequent grants will
be paid automatically when applicable –
meaning you do not need to fill in any further
forms at this stage.

To be eligible for this grant businesses need
to have been significantly impacted (at least
25%) and incurred fixed business costs that
cannot be cancelled.

Closed Business Lockdown Payment
This payment was introduced by central
government for the national lockdown
beginning 5 January. It is only for those who
are legally required to close and are business
rate payers.

The big 80! Birthday Celebration Fundraiser!

Sterry Funeral Service

Additional Restrictions Grant
This is discretionary grant is available for
businesses which have been impacted by the
national lockdowns but have not been legally
required to close or are not business rate
payers.

For more information, visit folkestonehythe.gov.uk/local-restrictions-support

On the 19th February

Maggie xxx

Local Restrictions Support Grant
This is aimed at businesses which have been
legally required to close due to localised
restrictions and are business rate payers.
Where possible, we have contacted eligible
businesses.

More than £2.25 million has been issued for
the second national lockdown, as well as the
Tier 3 and 4 restrictions, since the beginning
of November.

Happy Birthday
Maggie

Sending lots of love to you All

But here’s the thing which you may be surprised by, not every
dog owner is responsible, some are not watching their pooch
trailing behind them, too busy chatting or on their phone to
notice that little Rover has just left a poo in the middle of the
footpath. That poo then lays ready to be taken home on some
unexpected persons shoe, leaving traces in the footwell of their
car and on their hallway carpet.

Financial support for
businesses during Lockdown

Maggie Smith
80 Years Young

This scheme is paying awards equivalent to
the LSRG and Closed Business Lockdown
Payment available to businesses legally
required to close and are business rates
payers.
To date, the council has received around 335
ARG applications with some 136 approved.
The grant funds awarded so far total more
than £1.2 million – which is around 55% of
our original allocation from central
government.
For more information, visit folkestonehythe.gov.uk/additional-restrictions-grant

Proudly serving your local community since 2003
Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Folkestone

Hythe

01303 272 525

01303 264 400

93 Cheriton High Street,
CT19 4HE

41 High Street,
CT21 5AD

•
•
•
•

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Private chapel of rest

•
•
•
•

Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Home visits
Prepaid funeral plans

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk
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Zoe’s Kitchen
Looker Croissants

Lay the butter over two thirds of the dough

Last Saturday, (30th January) was The National Croissant Day

Take the bottom third of the dough & fold to the centre of the dough

Imagine this weekend with buttery, flaky layers of freshly baked
croissant with jam & a cup of freshly brewed coffee.

You will have three layers of dough with two layers of butter. Pinch the
edges of the dough, just to stop any butter escaping

As we continue to face lockdown what a better way than to spend our
time on baking a batch of these irresistible pastries.

Roll the dough keeping a rectangular shape & size of 40cm x 20cm

These require store cupboard ingredients, time & a little love.

We need you! Unit Charity
Trustee
established Sea Cadet Unit that has
provided life-changing opportunities for
many young people. We currently have
50 cadets who come from all over the
Folkestone and Hythe area.

Take the top third of the dough & fold to the centre of the dough

All Sea Cadet Units are run by
volunteers. The UMT consists of
volunteers that act as the unit’s trustees.
The UMT is responsible for the
manning, funding, safeguarding and
health and safety of the unit in addition
to ensuring that operational and
strategic aims are met.

Repeat the folding & rolling method, take the top third of dough, bring to
the centre, take the bottom third of dough to the centre & roll. Again,
keeping a rectangular shape & measure of 50cm x 20cm
Turn the dough by a quarter turn, repeat the folding & rolling method,
repeat twice more

Ingredients;
125ml Whole Milk
125ml Water
7g (1 sachet) Dried Yeast
500g Strong Bread Flour
40g Caster Sugar
10g Salt
250g Unsalted Butter
1 Free Range Egg

In a small pan gently warm the
milk & water to 30-35’c. Remove
from the heat & stir in the yeast

Place in the chiller for 1-2 hours
Transfer to a floured surface, roll to a size of 60cm x 30cm, trim the
edges to form a clean rectangle
Cut in half length ways, take the triangle template & cut in to
approximately 12 triangles
Take the base of the triangle & roll
Gently tuck the ends in & slightly under the pastry
Place on a baking tray lined with parchment, cover with cling film, allow
to prove for 2 hours
Lightly beat the egg & gently brush over the croissants
Pre heat the oven to 200’c & bake for approximately 15-18 minutes or
until golden
Serve warm with your choice of preserve

In a bowl place the flour, in
separate areas of the bowl add
the sugar & salt
Make a well in the centre & add the warm milk, bring together until you
have a dough
Transfer to a lightly floured surface & kneed for 8-10 minutes
Cover in cling film, place in the chillier for 2 hours
Make a 15x15cm template using card or paper & fold in half to make
your triangular template
Take a sheet of baking parchment, fold in half. Place the butter in
between the layers of paper
Roll the butter to a size of 30cm x 20cm, place in the chiller for 1-2
hours
Lightly flour a surface, flatten the dough with your knuckles. Roll out the
dough to a rectangular shape & a size of 50cm x 20cm

Would you like the opportunity to launch
young people for life by becoming a
volunteer, whilst also enhancing your
skills, boosting your self-esteem and
meeting new people?

We are currently recruiting unit trustees.
Previous experience is not essential but
having the right attitude and a passion
for improving the lives of young people
are the most important things! If you
think the person specification below
sounds like you, then please get in
touch:

Over 18
The Sea Cadets is the UK’s leading
Reliable and committed to
maritime charity and provides a head
volunteering
start in life for young people through
Enthusiastic and keen to learn
nautical adventure and fun. Our
new things
volunteers work, both directly with young
Good communicator
people and behind the scenes, to help
Work as part of a team
make a positive difference to teenagers
Honest and Trustworthy
who are often struggling in today’s world
Role model to young people
and their communities.
As well as the opportunity to be involved
in a range of activities, the Marine
The Folkestone and Hythe Sea and
Society and Sea Cadets also provides a
Royal Marines Cadets, based on Ross
wide range of courses to develop your
Way in Folkestone, is currently looking
personal and professional skills at little
for enthusiastic and dedicated
or no cost. Volunteering with the Sea
individuals to join its Unit Management
Cadets is a great way to gain
Team (UMT). Folkestone Unit is a longexperience, boost your CV and meet
Approaching our 2nd Spring in Lockdown, we all need a lot of
encouragement to keep going. This poem is very up lifting.

Hints & Tips
Use any surplus croissants, even if they are from the shops & fill with
matured cheddar cheese & ham, warm through in the oven for brunch
or quick snack

IN THE TIME OF QUIET
No one’s told the daffodils about the pause to Spring

new people, whilst giving back to the
community and young people within it.
If you think this volunteer role is for you
then please do contact us. You can
email recruitment@tsinvicta.co.uk or call
01303 240487 (please leave a message
and we will return your call as soon as
possible).
On becoming a volunteer, you will be
asked to complete some mandatory
training which includes Safeguarding
and Child Protection. We will also
require you to complete a mandatory
Disclosure and Barring Service
Check.

No one’s told the stream to halt the gurgle of its flow
And warned the playful breezes, not to gust and blow
No one’s asked the raindrops not to fall upon the earth
And fail to quench the soil in the season of rebirth
No one’s locked the sun down, or dimmed the shimmer of the
moon

And no one’s told the birds to roost and asked them not to
sing

And even in the darkest night, the stars are still immune

No one’s asked the lazy bee to cease his bumbling round

Close the doors to danger and keep your family near

And no one’s stopped the bright green shoots emerging from
the ground

In the quiet all around us take the time to sit and stare

No one’s told the sap to rest, deep within the wood
And stop the sleepy trees from waking, wreathed about in bud
And no one’s told the sky to douse its brightest shade of blue

Remember what you value, remember who is dear

And wonder at the glory unfurling everywhere
Look towards the future, after the ordeal
And keep faith in Mother Nature’s power and will to heal.

And stop the scudding clouds from puffing headlong into view
No one’s asked the lambs to still the springs beneath their
feet

Written by Pablo Neruda, who died in 1973, so not written for the
Pandemic, but so apt.

To stop their rapid rush and quell each joyful bleat
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Marsh Memories

By John Wimble

LYDD MILITARY
RAILWAY

By June Gooch

The situation hasn’t changed much since the last Looker so
the details remain the same. Most churches are closed and
there are services on line.
Lydd and Greatstone. I believe, are live steaming some
services, if you would like to join in, contact Rev Chris on
01797 320345 for details.

The Lydd Military Railway was a line of
standard gauge connecting Lydd Town
station with Lydd Camp and with various
parts of the Artillery test ranges. Its
primary purpose was the conveyance of
materials, including guns. The total length
was six miles and part of it was also the
2ft. gauge Camp Railway. The line was
completed in 1883 although no
locomotives worked the line until two
years later. The line left Lydd Station and
went along Mill Road, across The Rype
and Skinner Road before entering the
Camp.
The railway enjoyed an active existence
from the beginning until shortly after the
First World War when the R.A. Gunnery
Establishment at Lydd closed and a
battalion of the Royal Tank Corps was
stationed there instead. At this time, the
line had been in use for some forty years
and renewal of the permanent way had
become a pressing requirement. In
addition, certain parts of the line lay over
private land and it was considered that the
limited amount of work that the line would
be called upon to undertake did not justify
the expense of the wayleaves.
The track was taken up around 1926 with
the exception of a stretch about 1½ miles
long, which remained in existence for
some years between the Royal Engineer’s
office and the sea wall. This section was
preserved because the intervening area

Romney Marsh Community Church, New
Romney.
The recorded services continue each Sunday, and as they
are recorded on YouTube they can be accessed at any time.
If you would like to tune in, ring the church office on weekday
mornings on 01797 366855 for a link, or go to the website
and follow the Sunday Service menu. They make every
effort to use as many people as possible from the fellowship,
for prayers, readings, welcome etc, which helps to keep
contact with each other.
An on line Alpha course is planned, to start on February 3rd.
These courses are an informal introduction to the Christian
faith, in a very user friendly way, with a video and lots of
discussions and explanations. If interested, contact church
on above number.

Anglican Finances.
As you can imagine, from the prolonged closure of many
churches, and the suspension of fund raising for nearly a
year, the Diocese is in a bad way financially. Some imagine
the church to have a secret pot somewhere but this is far
from the truth, and nearly all churches are in debt. If you
normally give to your church week by week, it is worth
making sure your giving continues, either by dropping your
donation into the church treasurer, or other officer, or
enquiring about making a standing order regularly.

In line with the latest restrictions, it has been decided to
suspend worship at St Dunstans, for the time being. This is
to avoid unnecessary travel and the plea to “stay at home” It
is difficult to predict how long this situation will last, but
probably until mid March at least.

ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

We are still in lockdown, and the economy doesn’t look like picking up
anytime soon. Thoughts of economy often dwell on having enough money for
food, but in fact most of our expenses are on the other commitments of living
in the 21st century.
THE ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD
This is your number one expense: paying for your accommodation, is number
one call on your money. Whether it is mortgage, or rent, or board, your
accommodation is always your first expense. Whatever else you do with your
money when it comes in, your roof has got to be paid for first!! One of our
lads fell behind with his rent at university, and the landlord rang us. Boy, did
his dad lay into him! If you live on boiled potatoes for a month, you MUST PAY
YOUR RENT.
If you can’t meet your commitment in rent or mortgage, do go and see
someone, your lender, landlord, or a debt charity. Don’t ignore the problem. It
will not go away, and it will be twice as bad, next month. Nothing magical is
going to happen to solve your problem by ignoring it. Deal with it now!
COUNCIL TAX.
This is probably number 2 expense and has to be paid. If you are struggling it
is worth contacting your council, to see if you fall into any of the categories
that might qualify for a reduction. It is also based on old valuations done in
1991, and if a neighbour is paying less, you may be able to have a reduction.
Don’t follow this path, if you have had extensions and work done, since then,
you might find it going up!
RUNNING A CAR.
It is easy to underestimate the costs of running a car. I believe it costs about
from about £100 a week, including buying a car, running it, insurance, fuel
and depreciation. Depending on where you live, your age and your family
circumstances, you might want to have a good think about whether you really
need a car. The cost of running a car, would cover a lot of taxis for big
shopping trips, etc.
HEATING

Snargate, St Dunstans.

was mainly shingle and the railway offered
the best means of inspection, as well as
the easiest method of reaching the shore.
The railway had six steam locomotives
with two being the official number
allocated at any given time. In addition to
the usual goods rolling stock (including
gun trucks), a number of ballast wagons
were used for bringing up shingle from the
shore for ballasting the track. The line
also had two passenger coaches, one of
which had previously seen service on the
Metropolitan Railway. The coaches were
not fitted with brakes but were fitted with
safety chains.
The first engines on the line were War
Department locos that were originally built
for service in the Sudan. However, due to
the hostilities in the Sudan, the British
forces were withdrawn and the railway
was abandoned. These 0-6-0 tank
engines had been fitted with canvas
screens below the footplate to prevent
sand from damaging the moving parts but
these were taken off on arrival at Lydd.
No cabs were provided and driving them
across the ranges in the winter must have
been a daunting task.
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Church Round-Up

When restrictions ease, the po ilicy will be reviewed. Similar
restrictions have been adoptedn local churches.

We are all spending more on heating now, with being at home, and the
unseasonably cold weather (for Kent anyway!) and kids at home. If you are
worrying about meeting your bills, perhaps cut down the number of rooms you
are heating. Get the kids to sleep in one room, on airbeds, and pretend they
are on holiday! Or if they are little, top and tail them, one at each end! Our
kids did that when we visited grandparents, and they thought it great fun. After
the first night of kicking each other, they got used to it. Turn thermostat down
1 degree. Draw all blinds and curtains after dark, to cut down on lost heat.
Check you are on a decent tariff and not over paying.
SIMPLICITY

FOOD BANK –PLEASE NOTE BIG CHANGES.
From Tuesday, January 19th there will be NO face to face
sessions of food bank. The commitment to those who can’t
afford to eat properly is just the same. So if you have worries
about feeding yourself or your family, please ring DEBBIE,
FOOD BANK MANAGER ON 07913 573403, to explain
your needs and the food will be delivered to your doorstep
by volunteers. If you cannot get through on that number, ring
the RMCC number during the morning on 01797 366855, or
in Lydd, Rev Chris on 01797 320345. Please ring before
11am for a Tuesday delivery, in New Romney, and 11am for
a Friday delivery in Lydd.

Church Chuckle.
The Fleet and District Courier carried an advert for a “full
time bar parson” to work in a pub in Heath End.
Presumably only spirit filled clergy need apply.

Wit and Wisdom.
I’ve often heard people say “they wouldn’t touch so and so
with a 6’ pole” Never dreamt it would become Government
policy. But there you are!

All money experts are always telling us to shop around and keep changing
our suppliers for this and that. While it is commendable, beware your affairs
getting so complicated that you don’t know whether you are coming or going.
Many people don’t keep paper records, and it is easy to get in a complicated
morass, when you can’t remember what company your fuel is with, who your
house insurance is with, which bank account this or that is coming from,
because you have changed them three times in last four years. And if you
lose your phone or ipad is out of juice, just when you want to check the info….
And that is before you start to make sense of all the credit card/store card
accounts you have, consumer debts, and what savings/investment accounts
are still valid and have anything in them…….??
Banks are advertising services to manage your finances, but if you can’t keep
track of your own finances, they are too complicated. It might be advisable to
try and sort things out a bit (unless you are running a business and need an
accountant) Although it is old fashioned, even if you do all your high finance
on line, it might be worth printing out all your statements and correspondence
and keeping them in cardboard files. So they are handy whenever you need
to check them, or have a query. Do try and keep track with how much
money is in your account, even if just roughly. Debt charities are always
helping people whose finances are in such a mess, they have no idea how
much they have or owe, and whether income and outgoings balance.
So all the best, for your finances, remember that it is never too soon to sort
out your finances, even if you take it slowly. If debt is getting on top of you, do
contact Citizens Advice, Step Change, CAP or other debt charity. As before,
never pay for debt advice, and beware the word, “consolidate” Lots of scams
use this ploy, always charge a fee, and you just finish up in greater debt.
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