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Tourism under threat
across the District

Napier
Barracks to be
inspected over
conditions
The Napier Barracks sites
housing asylum seekers are to
be visited by immigration and
prison inspectors, after a number
of complaints about the
suitability for housing people.
The Independent Chief Inspector
of Borders and Immigration
(ICIBI) will also carry out an
inspection at Penally camp in
Pembrokeshire, where a protest
took place in October.
Napier Barracks witnessed
protests over living conditions in
January including an attempt to
burn down the barrack buildings.
The Home Office has maintained
that the barracks provided safe
and secure accommodation, with
the site being used to house

Daniel Sangiuseppe Chairman of the Folkestone & Hythe Tourism Association
By David Wimble

With the ban on non-essential
overseas travel apparently to remain
The local tourism economy is
in place until May at the earliest, it’s
balancing on a knife edge according possible we could see some
to a number of local businesses,
benefits for the UK economy and
with companies struggling to
our national tourist industry – with
weather the Covid-19 restrictions.
our own district seeing a boost in
business.
With the Government seemingly
making better than expected inroads In 2020 tourism provided 67,000
tackling the pandemic, rolling out
jobs and contributed over £1.4
vaccines apace across the whole
billion to the Kent economy, so is
country, some business owners are seen as a vitally important sector,
asking for a timetable on the
representing nearly 12% of all jobs
relaxation from lockdown. However within our county.
others think that it is just too soon
for this conversation, concerned that In our own Folkestone and Hythe
if we do not get on top of the spread District, tourism accounted for 28%
of the virus, we are destined to have of the entire income stream in 2019further lockdowns inflicted upon us. 2020.
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Kent is blessed with some amazing tourist offerings, with some gems
in our local area. The Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway
attracts thousands of visitors every year. The beautiful Harbour Arm
in Folkestone has been named the most-visited attraction after
Canterbury Cathedral. We have impressive ancient churches and
towns, historic waterways and major attractions like the Port Lympne
Wild Animal Park, all bringing thousands of visitors each year to the
district.
But of course it’s also the local shops, restaurants and bars that
depend on the annual influx of visitors. Hotels and guest houses
right across the region reported record visitor numbers last year, in
the periods they were able to open.

due to capacity restrictions and so initiatives such as the VAT
reduction, Business Rates relief and the furlough scheme need to be
extended to give us a fighting chance.”
This year more British tourists than every before will explore the UK,
but the entire £127 billion industry remains on course for a tough
period. With many people unable or unwilling to travel abroad in the
coming months, Brits are increasingly likely to swap Mallorca for
Margate, Rome for Romney Marsh, and Florence for Folkestone.

The fact is Britons cannot travel to traditional European destinations,
and most international travel is now strictly off limits. Moreover,
people are nervous about the health risks of flying and the
uncertainties they face abroad. The stakes are extremely high for the
national economy. The leisure and hospitality sectors employ three
Daniel Sangiuseppe from the Burlington Hotel in Folkestone is
million people in the UK, almost one
chairman of the Folkestone and Hythe Tourism Business Advisory
in ten people, and account for a
Board. He told The Looker there are many serious issues facing the whopping 9 per cent of the country’s
industry. “The hospitality sector has certainly been one of the hardest GDP. But with hotels, restaurants
hit over the last 12 months and many businesses across our district
and pubs being closed and 80 per
are left in a precarious position. Despite some grants and other
cent of staff furloughed, according to
Government support including furlough, the restrictions in place since the Office for National Statistics
March last year have meant that many restaurants, hotels and
tourism is one of the sectors worst
attractions have had to remain fully closed for over half of the year
hit by the Covid-19 crisis.
which included missing out on the crucial Christmas trade.
Furthermore, a lot of us had to resort to increasing our debts by
Last year the R&A British Open golf
taking out more loans during this period.
tournament at Royal St George’s in
Sandwich was cancelled, which was
“Ever resourceful and proactive, some of our establishments have
a major blow for the South East
done what they can to remain in operation in terms of food and drink economy. Hundreds of thousands
takeaways or accommodation provision for essential stays. However, of people were anticipated to visit
Will the Editor,
it must be understood that the majority of these businesses have still the County, not only for the week of
get to watch the open This year?
suffered financially and continue to do so currently until restrictions
the Championship but for qualifying
are lifted.”
competitions at many local golf clubs. The event is also a major boost
to local suppliers, from marquee companies to catering suppliers. The
Mr Sangiuseppe is resolutely focused on what lies ahead for the
cancelling of this one event is estimated to have lost the Kent
industry: “It is at this point, that I consider the future of my business
economy close to £200 million. Although the Open is now planned
and the others across our district. Ever the optimist, I do believe that for the 11th-18th July this year, uncertainty surrounding Covid
our industry can return to good times and continue to be a major
restrictions has meant that many suppliers have only provisional
employer and contributor to the local economy. There is a general
bookings. And with international travel bans currently being imposed,
feeling that there will be a ‘bounce back’ this summer, and even next hotel bookings for the event are down 80% on last year.
year, with the leisure staycation effect due to travel restrictions and
the immediate impact since Brexit. I can also see this being the case Business confidence levels are plummeting as the tourist industry
and feel that we are in a great position here being a coastal
heads towards an uncertain summer, prompting renewed calls for the
destination with so much to offer. However, we will only be able to
winter support packages to be extended, providing essential support
take advantage of this opportunity IF the Government continues to
to the county’s valuable tourism industry and ultimately saving
support us. It is vital that we mitigate losses and reduced turnover
businesses and jobs.

about 400 asylum seekers until some were moved to self-isolation
following a Covid-19 outbreak.
Some of those housed there claimed the conditions are unsafe and
they had been put at risk from coronavirus.
Inspectors from ICIBI and Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Prisons
(HMIP) are planning to visit the site next week, an ICIBI spokesman
said.
A report will be published by Home Secretary Priti Patel "in due
course", he added.
"As with all ICIBI inspections, the Independent Chief Inspector will
raise any matters requiring urgent attention with the Home Office, or
directly with ministers, in advance of submitting his full inspection
report," he saidOn Thursday, Home Office minister Baroness Williams
of Trafford told the House of Lords that Napier Barracks was "fit for
purpose".
She said the
accommodation was
safe, warm and to an
"appropriate
standard".
Labour's Lord Dubs
said it was not
acceptable for some
asylum seekers to be
held in conditions
where those with
Covid-19 could not
Conditions inside the barracks taken by one of the
self-isolate. Lord
Migrant detainees
Dubs said there was
"inadequate" medical attention and a lack of hot food and hot water.
In a letter to the home secretary, church leaders have called for an
end to the use of military barracks as a temporary home for asylum
seekers.
Church leaders have written
an open-letter to the Home
Secretary calling for Napier
Barracks in Folkestone to be
closed.
The letter has been penned by
more than 30 leaders from
across denominations,
including the Bishop of
Durham and several Anglican
bishops and Christian leaders
from across the country.
The Bishop of Dover and the
Bishop in Canterbury, The Rt
Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin
was among those to sign.

The Rev Doctor Rose Hudson
‘Barracks are not suitable’

Folkestone and Hythe District Council, have sent a letter to 1200 local
residents, keeping them updated about the latest information on the
barracks, which has also been signed by the Home Secretary, Priti
Patel, local MP Damian Collins and Leader of the Council, David
Monk.
Both the Member of Parliament and the leader of the council were not
informed about the governments decision to house the migrants at the
centre.
The centre has split the community about not only the suitability of the
centre, but also the lack of information and action from the Home
Office.
A social media group has been set up demanding that the migrants
applications are fast tracked through and that some are returned back
to European Countries and a zero tolerance adopted by the UK
Government
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Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 268
I have been feeling like I am in the film ‘Groundhog
Day’ at the moment. Every day seems to be very
similar to previous days. That’s part of the problem of
being in Lockdown. Apart from getting out to the shops
which is a once in a week highlight for me, my days
seem to revolve around getting up, taking Ted the
Newshound for a walk on the beach and writing The
Looker.
So being able to help out at the vaccine centres has
been a nice break from my new norm. You will be able
to read a little bit about them inside this edition, and
now that there are more pop-up Vaccine Centres, like
the one at the Old School House in New Romney, the
District really is getting to grips with the vaccination
rollout.
By the time you read this, all of the over 80s will have
been vaccinated and most of the over 70s too.
The one thing that has been very apparent to me, while
helping out, is the good spirit of those attending. Even
if it has been quite inconvenient to get to the centres,
everyone I have seen has been really happy and
positive about getting jabbed up.
I also feel that I should also say a special thank you to
John and Yolanda Houston from Teach Me, the
business in New Romney that specialises in arts and
education, who have donated goody bags to some of
the staff at William Harvey Hospital. Then not being
satisfied with that, went on to help with The Looker to
supply over 1000 sweety bags for people who have
had their jabs. The Looker office was turned into a
production line filling the bags, and then sealing them
with some stickers stating they were a community gift
and thanking the NHS.
The other issue with putting together a bi weekly
newspaper, is actually getting the news! With everyone
staying indoors, not much seems to be going on. So
we have started including more opinion pieces in each
edition, which I hope you enjoy. Of course, if you have
a counter view, why not get on the computer and send
us your thoughts and we will be more than happy to
print your POV’s.
As I write this, on a Thursday afternoon, the snow has
eased off but it’s still very cold and I understand that
the long-range forecast is for more snow, wind and rain
to follow over the coming weeks. So please keep an
eye out for your friends and neighbours. And maybe
next time you go out and see a copy of The Looker
pick up a spare, or when you have finished with your
copy put it through a neighbour’s door and give them a
call to make sure they are ok.
Ok time to brave the weather, put the thermals on and
take Ted out for another chilly walk.
Happy reading.
David and the Looker Team

Page 3

District steps up to the
mark with Vaccine
Centres

programme. Everyone was so
accommodating, and more than happy to
be having their jab offered to them so
quickly.

The Romney Marsh and the Folkestone
and Hythe District have stepped up to
organise what has been described as ‘a
perfect setup that runs like a well-oiled
machine’.

The whole experience of the Vaccination
Centre was really positive, I was struck
by how dedicated the teams are, and
how easy it is for those being vaccinated;
everything is perfectly organised and
seamless from start to finish.

With two Covid vaccines now in
circulation with a potential third (possibly
approved by the time you read this) our
various local teams have pulled together
to achieve the monumental tasks of not
only setting up and running Vaccination
Centres, but also the equally huge
logistical challenge of getting the people
to the hubs on time, resulting in a
constant flow of our highest priority
residents being vaccinated.
Like so many of us I’ve been fed-up,
sitting indoors day after day, and so
decided to investigate volunteering for a
shift at Lydd Airport. The process was
quite simple, I contacted Jon Wilson at
the Romney Marsh Day Centre who
emailed me a volunteer form, and the
next thing I knew I was being offered a
list of potential times and days that
needed covering.
For my first week I put myself down for
two shifts, each three hours from 3pm
until 6pm. I confess I was a little
apprehensive as I made my way over to
the airport but was met by the jovial Chris
McLean who I recognised despite his
PPE mask! He explained that every
person coming for the jab had to answer
4 questions before having their
temperature taken, so asked me: Had I
had a persistent cough in the past week?
Had I had a loss of taste or smell? Had I
been asked to self-isolate through the
Government’s Test and Trace
programme? And finally, had I had a
positive Covid test in the past 28 days?
Checks complete, I was handed my
Covid-19 Volunteer hi-viz jacket and took
my place as one of 3 volunteers greeting
people on arrival at the Centre. What
struck me immediately was the bon
viveur and positive energy from the
people arriving, all of whom were in one
of the top four tiers of the vaccination

vaccine. Instead of wasting the vaccine
(they must be prepared in batches and
have a limited shelf life) every effort is
made to administer them to people not
yet vaccinated, both in the Centre and
locally. I was really surprised when they
asked me if I would like to have a jab –
and of course I jumped at the
opportunity!

But I was also left with a strong
impression of the whole community being
‘in this together’, and the atmosphere so
genuinely uplifting at times it was verging
on party-like. People were so grateful to
the staff and volunteers working flat out.

The Sign Says It All - The Battle Of Britain

Armed with a temperature gun I ‘zapped’
each visitor (painlessly of course!) to
check for a fever. Once given the ok,
each person was checked in by another
volunteer who efficiently logged them
onto the system. Then it was straight
into the vaccination area to an allocated
seat, where one of a whole team of
doctors, nurses and trained health
officials were waiting for them. This team
asked a few final medical questions (e.g.
are you taking any blood thinning
medicines?) and had a quick chat about
the possible side-effects (some people
have a sore or tender arm, and some
others have short-lived cold or flu-like
symptoms).
Then time for the main event – a quick
sharp scratch and it’s all over in a
nanosecond. Everyone who’s had the
Pfizer vaccine then waits for the required
15 minutes, in an area that in ordinary
times functions as the airport’s
observation room! Once the 15 minutes
are up, the visitor is guided to the exit by
another cheery volunteer.
During my shifts, there were inevitably a
few people who were unable to attend or
had changed their mind about having the

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

Oaklands Surgery in Hythe is now one of
the first GP surgeries to offer the
vaccines. Our district is also equipped
with a drive-in Vaccine Hub at the
Folkestone Civic Centre, and a Super
Vaccination Hub at the Folca Building
(formerly Debenhams), as well as the
Airport Hub. Collectively these facilities
are issuing thousands of vaccines every
day.

A man who fly-tipped on five separate occasions in the space of just over
a month has been fined by magistrates – thanks to a resident who
caught him in the act on CCTV.
Darren Timmins repeatedly dumped household waste, furniture and
general refuse on land in Benson Lane, Hawkinge between December
2020 and January 2021.
The matter came to the attention of Folkestone & Hythe District Council
(F&HDC) after a resident provided CCTV footage of the incidents.
Mr Timmins, of Harbour Way in Folkestone, pleaded guilty to five
charges of fly-tipping at Folkestone Magistrates’ Court on 25 January
2021.
He was fined £400 and ordered to pay £180 costs and a £40 victim
surcharge.
Cllr Stuart Peall – F&HDC Cabinet Member for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste & Building Control – said: “Fly-tipping doesn’t pay, it’s
as simple as that.
“Mr Timmins faces a bill of over £500 just because he did not dispose of
his waste responsibly. This sends out a clear message that we won’t
accept such behaviour.

So through writing this little comment
piece for The Looker I am hoping, if you
have questions or concerns about having
the vaccine, that I have put your minds at
ease. If we carry on at this rate we
should have most of our district
vaccinated by Easter! Then, hopefully,
we can start to get back to more normal
lives, opening shops and businesses,
seeing friends and family, moving
onwards and upwards.
The Looker has received so many letters
brimming with positive feedback on all
our Vaccination Centres, we could have
filled a whole edition with them. So on
behalf of all the people who have
contacted us, a huge THANK YOU to all
the doctors, nurses, health workers,
admin staff and hundreds of volunteers
who have pulled together, in what has
surely been the largest peacetime
combined effort, and yes has made me
feel very proud to be British!

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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Man fined for ‘Fly-Tipping’
five times in five weeks

“My thanks goes to the resident who told us about the incidents and
provided the evidence which was crucial in securing this prosecution.
Information shared by residents is so important in helping us win the war
against fly-tipping.”
Bulky waste can easily be disposed of at Kent County Council's
household waste recycling centres or by using our bulky waste collection
service.
To report fly-tipping incidents for clearing up and investigation, visit
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/report-a-problem

Why we cannot
cope with the
snow in Britain and why we
never will

there are vast convoys of snow ploughs to
ensure routes are accessible. In Sweden
shops have to keep the pavements outside
clear and Norway even has heated
pavements to help pedestrians walk safely!

Network South East announced it will stop
running due to 'severe weather'. And
although we make fun, there really are
different types of snow, ask an Inuit! In
Britain there’s the powdered, dry kind which
arrives on north winds bringing snow from
the North Sea. But we also have the wet and
sticky snow when a load of mild air from the
Atlantic meets very cold air from the
continent sitting over Britain – small
differences in air temperature and humidity
levels can cause all sorts of different
problems.

By David Wimble
Public services are annoyingly bad at dealing
with snowy conditions in the UK.
Kent County Council’s announcement of
possible school closures was as predictable
as the snowfall coming our way.
Twitter and Facebook instantly lit up with our
collective sigh of frustration: “What is it with
this country, a bit of snow and everything
shuts down?”; “Teachers should have to take
the day off as holiday”; and eventually: “It’s
health and safety gone mad!”
And that’s before the trains stop running
because of the “wrong kind of snow”, the
road network grinds to a halt, the airports
struggle or close, and so on.
Britain just can’t cope with a ‘bit of snow’ –
how ridiculous, you say, when Canada,
Austria, the USA, Norway and dozens of
other places carry on as normal.
But looking at it another way, the question
really isn’t why can’t we cope with snow, but
why on earth should we be able to?
Here we are on an island with an
infrastructure built for our year-round mild,
wet climate – not for brief, once-in-a-decade
periods of extreme cold. Why waste billions
investing in systems to cope with what is, in
reality, a rare event? Are we in fact all doing
the right thing every year by risking it and
hoping to get through to the other side of
winter without a serious freeze?
In this era when a culture of ‘wanteverything-but-pay-for-nothing’ rules, it’s
easy to complain that nothing works every
time 2cm of snow falls.
But the fact is Britain cannot cope with snow,
and it is and always will be an enormous
problem for public services.
Driving
There is no doubt that driving in the snow
and ice is a skill, and the truth is we British
motorists barely have the experience to cope
with a single day of the white stuff. In
Scandinavia, every year drivers have to reacquire their cold weather driving techniques,
which are taught to everyone as part of their
driving test. In really cold places – countries
like Canada, Sweden and Switzerland –
there’s a change of tyres in November, often
enforced by law, and the snow chains are
always at the ready for when the weather
gets really bad. And even with these
measures in place, drive somewhere that
sees intense cold in North America and you'll
still see plenty of cars crashed, abandoned
and covered in snow at the side of the road.
Councils in colder climates are almost
constantly spreading salt on pavements and
roads (it’s a legal requirement in Sweden, for
example) and where the salt doesn’t work,
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state-owned rail network. Or did it simply
show how impossible it is in reality for a
country with a mild climate to properly
prepare for snow, in whatever nuanced form
it falls?

Should Folkestone and Hythe District Council
invest in a fleet of snow ploughs to make
sure schools can stay open just in case
there’s a spell of a few days of heavy snow in
winter? Well, let’s face it, that’s not going to
be signed off any time soon! Not when there
is a long list of more pressing spending
needs.
The fact is our Councils and Government are
constantly working on cost benefit analyses
of investment in winter resilience as part of
their spending reviews. A report by the UK
Government into the 2010 snow disruption
found that, put simply, it really isn’t worth the
extra investment for such a small period of
possible disruption.
Air Travel
How come we can still fly to Canada or the
USA in the depths of their coldest winters?
And yet, this week after a fairly light
sprinkling, Heathrow announced it was
running even fewer flights, with dozens
cancelled, and Gatwick Airport followed suit.
So how can a modern economy the size of
Britain have airports which can’t open in the
snow? Well, again the fact is none of them
have the range of snow clearing technology
used in cold countries. Even the largest
British airports might only have half a dozen
snow clearers.
There is no doubt it must be pretty awful to
be stranded in a snowbound British airport,
but there are sound financial and logistical
reasons why it sometimes happens when we
endure a really big snow event.
Trains
It’s unlikely our rail network will ever live
down using the phrase “the wrong kind of
snow”. Just like the legendary “leaves on the
line”, it was the much-derided explanation for
delays that epitomised a creaking
infrastructure.
When British Rail used the phrase to explain
in 1991 why it couldn’t run services, it was
seen as the last gasp of a much-maligned

Such excuses are lost on disgruntled
passengers stuck in a place they don’t want
to be. And there is no phrase more dreaded
by commuters than “replacement bus
service”!
For rail operators the wrong type of snow
means ice getting in the grilles and filters of
trains built for an entirely different type of
climate. Ice also forms on the track, and
being made of frozen water, it’s not great at
conducting power from the third rail.
Homes
Yes it’s true, even our houses aren’t built for
this kind of weather. The National Grid has
warned that there’s a shortage of gas as
heat-hungry Brits turn their thermostats up to
the max.
Thanks to the warming effects of the jet
stream in the upper atmosphere and the Gulf
Stream in the Atlantic, our climate remains
temperate most of the year despite the
latitude – Cardiff is more northerly than
Calgary in Canada, for example, where
temperatures dip as low -30C in the depths
of winter.
The UK is running low on gas on the day the
Met Office issues an amber weather warning
for freezing temperatures in the south east.
But don’t worry, a bit of double glazing and
the central heating on full blast gets us
through the usual cold.
In Scandinavia more thought has gone into
efficient, community central heating
schemes. Homes are specifically built for the
cold, unlike ours which are built for the rain,
and triple glazing is now a Scandi standard.
So it seems we will always be faced with the
inevitable challenge of occasional snow. But
for the NHS perhaps the latest covering will
help act as a different kind of barrier,
stopping many more of us going out and
spreading the Covid virus. Perhaps we
should consider it a fortunate snowfall with a
very timely silver lining?

Electric Scooters The New Plague On Our
Pavements!
by Jan Holben
Two near misses prompted local community group
GoFolkestone to raise concerns about the use of electric
scooters on pavements. The first near miss was a gentleman
walking along the Leas when an electric scooter almost ran
into the back of him, there was no warning, not a bell or
hooter was sounded – and luckily he managed to get out of
the way. The gentleman said that the scooter was silent and
was travelling at speed in a pedestrianised area. The second
near miss was on Shorncliffe Road and luckily this pedestrian
also managed to jump out of the way when it was obvious the
scooter was headed directly in their direction.
Electric scooters can move at speeds of 15 mph to 30 mph,
much faster than the average disability scooter which travels
at a sedate walking speed of 4mph, so they are clearly not
safe or intended for use on footpaths and pavements. It is in
fact illegal to use an e-scooter on pavements unless to cross
the pavement (with care) to get into your drive.
As pointed out by GoFolkestone. Because the e-scooters
industry is relatively new and unregulated, there aren’t good
systems in place for tracking incidents related to them. The escooters are really not compatible with going on the pavement
so perhaps we could consider moving the e-scooters into the
underused bike lanes, but that is another story. It is not only
pedestrians who are at risk of being hit by a near silent
pavement riding e-scooters – the e-scooter riders themselves
are at risk of injury or death. This is because they are not
legally required to wear safety clothes or helmets as motorcyclists are, which makes them very vulnerable when they are
weaving in and out of traffic on the roads.
Whilst the number of accidents relating to e-scooters in the
UK is perhaps not significant now – in US where e-scooters
use is growing fast – the accident rate is also growing fast –
by more than 222 pc in four years. And the popularity of e-

scooters is increasing here in UK with Halfords reporting a
230 pc surge in sales of electric bikes and scooters over the
summer months – not surprising as the technology becomes
cheaper and more widely available, and they are cheap to run
too.
After the Government made it legal for rental companies to
hire out e-scooters in various towns and cities across the
country a trial in Coventry was suspended following reports of
e-scooter users mounting pavement and driving through
shopping centres.
There are some e-scooters
which are classed as a
personal light electric
vehicle. These vehicle are
not road vehicles due to
their power and low
maximum speed, so
cannot be legally used on
public roads – but they
also cannot be used on
pavements as it would be
endanger pedestrians
(these particular vehicles
can only be used on
private land, with
permission). Other models, are road vehicles and the
Highway Code applies to them as it does to all vehicles. This
means they should not be rode on pavements.
As the e-scooters craze continues and more trial schemes are
introduced across the country take heed of the good advice
from Daniel Herman of Stewarts’ Personal Injury; these new
forms of transport bring both benefits and risks. The public
needs to ensure they are familiar with where and when escooters can be used. It’s also important that they know
whether and to what extent insurance is in place; if an escooter user collides with a pedestrian and causes serious
injury, they could potentially find themselves liable to pay
millions of pounds in damages. Conversely, e-scooter riders
will themselves be vulnerable road users. Sadly, we saw the
number of cyclists killed on UK roads double during lockdown.
Although not compulsory, e-scooter riders should, at the very
least, wear a cycling helmet.

Charity Starts Online
I suspect our house is not the only one with a growing bundle of
charity bags in the corner of the spare room.
As a nation we have all been gently ‘sorting’, hardly noticing we are
doing it. All of us have become used to the gradual sifting of stuff
which over time results in a nice little bundle, enough to take to the
charity shop. Ah, all that space in my wardrobe / puzzle drawer /
glass cabinet. Finally, I can arrange my books properly on the
bookshelf. And I’m being a really good person! Bliss.
But the lockdowns have seen an increase in our piles of bags, and a
corresponding fall in incomes for all our charities.
When the charity shops opened in between lockdowns, remember
the bags piling high in the back rooms! Remember the designated
drop off times for donations, the one-way routes round the packed,
tiny shops, as overwhelmed volunteers valiantly tackled the logistics
of sorting a tsunami of goodies, then having to keep them in
quarantine for days before sale.
As a country we love our charity shops. We love their usefulness,
their cheeriness and their fabulous contribution to charities of all
sizes. We are addicted to the unexpected find, the useful thing we
had never even considered owning, that incredible shirt that’s hardly
been worn. All with a glow inside that our shopping is ethical, helpful,
rewarding to more than ourselves.
So pity the poor volunteers facing a deluge of donations once
lockdown ends. If you need that corner of your spare room back, then
perhaps consider selling your goodies online and donating your

proceeds to the charity. eBay has a very helpful ‘selling basics’ page,
with guidance on uploading photos and making your description
sound great, and talking you through the payment process (you
usually get funds within 2 days of sale). They can appear to be
focused on getting businesses to sell online through them, but their
bread and butter is still the amateur private seller, just do a search for
your favourite clothing brand and you’ll see how many of us there
are!
Alternatively, you can now register on eBay linked to a single charity,
your listing automatically shows proceeds go to that charity and the
payment after costs will go direct to that charity’s account.
This temporary alternative to our beloved charity shops might well
give you a bit of excitement, glued to the rising bids, on an otherwise
uneventful, cold, locked-down afternoon. And don’t forget that you
can shop for charity goods online, as well as sell (but don’t tell
anyone I suggested that, especially now your spare room is all tidy
and the books fit on the shelf).
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Ports running smoothly
despite fears from
re-moaners

Napier – After The Fire

by Jan Holben

More details have emerged about events that took place at
the barracks when one of the brick built single story buildings
was set on fire. Only a day before this human rights activists
dressed in white boiler suits had suddenly arrived at Napier
gates and thrown gallons of fake blood over the gates, and
displayed boards which read ÒProtect human rights, close
Napier now. Priti Patel there will be blood on your handsÓ.
Since those events, more is known about what took place at
Napier barracks.

Fears that Kent would grind to a standstill following the Brexit
deadline along with increased Covid-19 tests for lorry drivers has not
materialised as some remainers had predicted. Port-bound lorry
movements are back to normal but the feared traffic snarl-ups have
not materialised.

Leading up to these events asylum seekers said they believe
that the Home Office had forgotten about them, they have no
idea when their asylum case will be dealt with, and they feel
as if they are being kept prisoners in the barracks with not
enough space for them to socially distance themselves from
those with Covid. With more than 120 men having being
confirmed with the disease, some men had taken to sleeping
outside, with others being so troubled that they had gone on
hunger strike or attempted suicide.

Kent Resilience Forum has released figures showing total lorry
movements and the confirmed number of Covid tests for drivers. The
data shows more than 6,000 lorries a day are now leaving the
country via Kent ports – back to normal levels.
There were more than 200,000 freight movements during January
across our 2 local freight ports of Dover and the Channel Tunnel,
including both import and export traffic. Drivers of these lorries have
undergone an incredible 200,000 Covid-19 tests which have been
carried out in Kent in preparation for their cross-Channel journeys.
The massive task has been undertaken by Kent Police officers
supported by an extended support team from 27 different Police
forces nationally. The Police alongside many civilian teams have all
worked together to keep the freight traffic moving.
Approximately 6,000 traffic cones, 600 traffic management signs and
more than 120 other items of road furniture – including CCTV
cameras and lights – have been installed by Highways England.
Nearly all HGV drivers have taken their rest breaks in appropriate
and legal parking areas, although Kent County Council enforcement
officers have had to clamp around 690 vehicles to ensure local roads
are kept free from any obstructions.

the security people who worked in the barracks could be
seen outside, also watching events unfold.
In the days following the fire, arrests were made by the
police with 14 men being placed in custody. One of these
men was charged with ‘assault by beating, using or
threatening unlawful violence and criminal damage’ and he
appeared before Medway Magistrates’ Court on Feb 1, after
which he was remanded in custody and will appear at
Canterbury Crown Court on Monday March 1. The other 13
men who had been arrested were released on bail.
In the days following the fire about 100 men have been
moved from Napier barracks into hotels to make it easier for
the remaining men to be socially distant – some were
relocated to Kingston where Care4Calais charity welcomed
them with fruit, toiletries and clothes. Following a High Court
ruling one asylum seeker who was the victim of torture was
also urgently rehoused.
Local Care4Calais volunteers have also delivered an aid
drop of duvets and towels, fresh fruit, bottled water and hand
gel to Napier barracks for the remaining asylum seekers.

KRF says hundreds of workers from partners including Highways
England, Kent County Council, Kent Police, the Department for
Transport and other Government departments and agencies have
been striving to give EU-bound HGV drivers as smooth a journey as
possible through the county’s busy ports.
The organisation has spent more than two years planning for the
UK’s withdrawal from the European single market and the potential
disruption it could bring. It has been feared that extra paperwork
involved in the movement of goods, following Britain's complete
departure from the EU in December, would bring unmanageable
delays and significant travel issues. The recent curve ball from
French authorities, requiring each driver to present a negative Covid19 test before leaving the UK, has inevitably added an extra layer of
administration, and increased the demands on all the crossdepartmental teams involved.

The situation inside the barracks was increasingly becoming
more unstable when the fire was started which gutted the
single story building serving as sleeping quarters for the men
accommodated at the barracks. The fire service attended with
eight fire engines to ensure that the fire did not spread into
other buildings, and to damp down hot spots – and the
building itself is now an uninhabitable shell. As the fire blazed
a heavy police presence kept dog walkers and passers by at
a distance to avoid the possibility of inhalation of dangerous
smoke and fumes from the fire, and a road block was put in
place whilst emergency services dealt with the fire.
During these hours further damage was done throughout the
area of the barracks, large rubbish bins were overturned with
rubbish spewing out over the courtyard areas. The canteen
area, which had been newly fitted out with stainless steel
surfaces, fittings and equipment, was trashed, as was the
dining area with tables and seating upturned. There had also
been pictures circulated showing toilet and shower facilities
which had been smashed – although this most likely
happened before that day.
Whilst the flames could be seen rising up through what was
left of the building, many asylum seekers could be seen
watching from a distance or walking around filming with their
mobiles, a few could be seen trying to put the flames out
using fire extinguishers through an open window but to no
avail. There was a sudden loud bang some of the men
cheered – most just stood by silently and watched – by then
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Smartphone
App-rehension

some cases an
impossible one, to
move to a
Smartphone.

By Sarah Cook
Not many phrases we see today are as socially divisive as
‘download the App’.

In which case, why is
there so little provision
made for people
without a Smartphone?

For those of us with a Smartphone, this instruction is as
welcome as it is simple to perform. By downloading a
Smartphone application we can save money on everything
from weekly shopping to household bills. Making payments
is easier, travelling to a new destination is a doddle, being
updated minute by minute on social media is a necessity,
and watching Strictly is only ever a click away. How on earth
could we manage without it?

Figures from Ofcom in
the last year suggest
only 1 in 5 people aged 75 and over have a Smartphone. Yet
the rollout of the Test and Trace programme was entirely
App-based, and made no provision at all for our most
vulnerable friends and relatives. The same study found only
45 per cent of people with a disability has a Smartphone
compared with 75 per cent of non-disabled people.

But for the majority of people over 70, using a Smartphone is
not only an overwhelming prospect but an unattainable one.
Aside from the wifi connection and an expensive contract,
many people in this age group would find working a
Smartphone simply impossible.

And it’s not just Test and Trace. Parking in Folkestone at the
Middelburg car park (near the Regional Super Hub for
COVID-19 vaccinations in the Folca building) can only be
paid for on site by downloading a Smartphone App. This is
leading to additional and unnecessary angst and confusion
amongst the largely elderly and disabled priority visitors.
Tony Davies, 80, went with his wife last week, he said: “We
knew roughly where we were going and just followed signs
for parking, we couldn’t believe that there was no way for us
to pay once we’d parked. Several of us in the same boat put
notes on our car windscreen, but it felt stressful. We cut
short a planned shopping trip in the town before we got a
parking fine!”

Younger age groups have grown up alongside the
progression of technology. Facebook
is only about 17 years old, it’s
incredible how our lives have been
changed by all things techie and
online, in a single generation.
But the reality
is that a large
proportion of
society have
been happy
with an ordinary
phone for a long
time, and – even
those with a home
PC and an active life
online – would find it a
huge challenge, in

As more councils, utilities and healthcare providers move to
use Apps as part of their service provision, there is a real
risk that the Smartphone users are becoming the primary
consideration, and those who can’t download an App are
gradually being left behind.
In a time when we are all more worried than ever about our
older friends and family, those who have the responsibility
for people’s access to all services should look at the world
through the eyes of those they are trying to help, and who
need the help most.

Test & Trace Payment
Scheme Extended
The government’s Test and Trace Payment scheme has been
extended until 31 March 2021. This means that if you live in the
district of Folkestone & Hythe and you have received a notification
from NHS Test and Trace to self-isolate you may be entitled to a
payment of £500. To qualify for this payment you must:
·
Comply with the notification from NHS Test and Trace to selfisolate
·

Be employed or self-employed

·

Be unable to work from home and will lose income as a result

·
Be in receipt of one of the following benefits: Universal Credit,
Working Tax Credit, Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance, Housing Benefit, Income Support, Income-based Job
Seeker’s Allowance or Pension Credit
Central government has also awarded Folkestone & Hythe District
Council limited further funding to administer its discretionary scheme
for those that do not meet the criteria above.
To be considered for this payment, residents must have been told to
stay at home and self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace, either because
they have tested positive for coronavirus or have recently been in
close contact with someone who has tested positive To be
considered you must:
·

Be employed or self-employed

·

Be unable to work from home and will lose income as a result

·

Have less than £3,000 in capital and savings;

·

Demonstrate exceptional financial hardship

Cllr Tim Prater, F&HDC Cabinet Member for Revenues and Benefits,
said: “We know that self-isolating is hard and costly for many, but it
is an essential way of stopping the spread of the virus
“If you have been told to stay at home and self-isolate by NHS Test
and Trace, please do. If you meet the criteria for the support
schemes, please apply. Although we have only been given a limited
grant by government for the discretionary scheme, we will support as
many people as we can with the money we have.”
Further information and the application form can be found online:
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/coronavirus/testandtrace/payments

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324

Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster
This week I met with the Vaccines Minister Nadhim
Zahawi, along with other Kent MPs and
representatives from the Kent and Medway Clinical
Commissioning Group to discuss the delivery of the
COVID vaccine in Kent. The government’s target is
that everyone over the age of 70, and all those who are
considered to be the most vulnerable, should have
been offered and received the vaccine by 15th
February. I was pleased to see that we are well on
track to meet that target in the Folkestone and Hythe
constituency.
The vaccines programme is being delivered from three
GP led hubs at Lydd Airport, Oaklands surgery in
Hythe, and the Civic Centre in Folkestone. In addition
to that we have the mass vaccination centre for east
Kent, based at Folca, the former Debenhams store in
Folkestone. Last week, a further vaccination centre
opened at the Old School building, in Church Lane,
New Romney. This new centre is being led by Tayo
Bella, who runs the New Romney Pharmacy in the
town’s High Street. This is an excellent location and a
great initiative to establish this centre for patients on
Romney Marsh. I would also like to thank the Mayor of
New Romney, Cllr Paul Thomas, and Jon Wilson, Chief
Executive of the Romney Marsh Community Support
Hub, for their support for the creation of this new
centre. The East Kent Hospitals Trust has also
confirmed this week that since early December, its
teams at the William Harvey hospital and more recently
at the Kent County Cricket ground at Canterbury have
vaccinated more than 20,000 NHS, social care and
care home staff, including more than 8,000 staff
working in hospitals, as well as almost 2,100 priority
patients. This has been a fantastic effort so far, as part
of a world leading vaccination programme across the
UK. It has been made possible by a remarkable team
of people, starting with the research and production
centres that created and tested the vaccine, through to
the people within the government who procured the
supplies, as well as the health care teams and
volunteer supporters who have delivered it in the
community.
We have also seen more positive news this week on
the infection and hospitalisation rates from covid. At the
time of writing this column, in the Folkestone and
Hythe constituency the rolling seven-day average
infection rate is at its lowest level since 12th November
and is firmly set on a downward path. East Kent
Hospitals Trust has also confirmed that it is currently
caring for 179 Covid positive patients in its hospitals,
down from a daily peak of 443 in early January. There
is still much more to do, but this represents good
progress. With the delivery of the vaccine to the most
vulnerable groups in society, we should also expect
hospitalisation rates to fall further. The clear benefit
from the vaccine is that it protects people from
developing COVID-19 symptoms that would require
hospital treatment.

philsterling06@gmail.com
Page 10

Page 11

Should we pay student nurses
working on the NHS frontline?
Third year student nurse X declines to
be identified for fear that what she
reports may adversely influence her
applications later in the year for a full
time nursing post. She is
understandably upset by Kent’s
Universities’ refusal to pay student
nurses when they are working in
Kent’s hospitals.
In the past lockdown, third year student
nurses posted to the front line in hospitals
were paid £11.40 per hour while second
year students got £10.09. In this
lockdown student nurses get nothing in
spite of providing an invaluable aid to
hospitals under pressure from Covid-19.
This means they don’t have any
insurance if they catch coronavirus either.
The students are exposed to the same
risks as full time NHS staffs. A number of
Student Nurse X’s student cohort have
contracted Covid-19 while serving their
free placements.
Student Nurse X says that there is much
anxiety and stress for students working
unpaid placements currently. Covid is
worse than it’s ever been, especially with
the new strain,” student Nurse X says “we
should be paid, because without it we
have no life insurance protection for death
in service.”
First pandemic wave
During the first wave of the pandemic in
2020 students could either opt out of

hospital placements, or join the NHS
under paid contracts.
This then meant they were covered by the
NHS and Social Care Coronavirus Life
Assurance Scheme which was set up in
recognition of the extra risk front line
workers face during the crisis, with
families offered a payment of £60,000 if
an NHS or social care worker dies from
coronavirus, contracted at work.
However, for students, paid contracts
ended in September when pressure on
the health service initially eased.
The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC)
announced final year nursing students can
be paid for placements again, but it’ll be up
to local governments to decide. The NMC
also announced those in their first year can
opt to move entirely to online or academic
learning.
But the Looker says it has been talking to
students who say this doesn’t go far
enough.
A student midwife - who also doesn’t want
to be named - has raised her concerns in
an open letter she’s shared on social
media.
“I wrote to NHS Health Education
England about the fact we aren’t covered
by the NHS coronavirus life insurance at
the moment,” she said. “Right now, the
number of cases and deaths are higher
than they’ve been during the whole
pandemic.

“So for all
students who are
working on
placements and
putting themselves at
risk, there should be
absolute protection.”
She didn’t want to
give her name
because she’s
fearful of any
impact it might
have.
“While this latest
announcement by the
NMC is good news, it’s
still not enough and student nurses must
keep pushing for action.
Student Nurse X says “For me this isn’t
about the money. We are so proud to be
part of the NHS and want to be working
and doing what we can to help in the
pandemic, but we all deserve cover while
we are doing it.”
“Local universities are not supporting us,
but there are certain limitations to what
they can provide, and we need the
reassurance of knowing we are
protected”.
The Department of Health and Social
Care (DHSC) has reported it was
“immensely grateful” for the work of
student nurses during the pandemic.
While they are in clinical training, they
should be an addition to the normal team
and undertake clinical learning under
supervision. “Individuals who are not
automatically eligible for the Coronavirus
Life Assurance scheme) can still be
considered.”
The DHSC says the Health and Social
Care Secretary can look at individual
cases when someone isn’t automatically
eligible.
During the height of the first lockdown in
June last year, Mark Radford, Chief Nurse,
Health Education England stated. “We
would like to thank all those students who
were able to come forward to support the
NHS. It has been hugely appreciated. To be
clear it is absolutely untrue to suggest that
student nurses and midwives are being
made redundant, all student nurses and
midwives are required to complete
placements during their training. These
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placements are normally unpaid but to recognise the special
circumstances and as part of the response to Covid-19 these hours
have been paid and will be until the end of summer. NHS England
has been provided with the funding for student salaries as part of the
response to Covid.
Year 3 students were paid till 31 July and if they completed hours and
assessments they could qualify and be paid as a full registered
nurses. They will move from Band 4 to Band 5 and therefore
increase their pay. Any Year 3 student who has hours to complete will
be paid until September to allow them to do this. Any year 2 students
on placement till 31July will be paid and after this normal non-paid
placements will be re-introduced for Year 1 students. We committed
at the outset of the pandemic to ensure that these students complete
their training and are able to qualify. It was always made clear to
students who opted into paid placements the arrangements would
need to come to an end at an appropriate point so that students
could return to their supernumerary status to complete their
registered nursing qualifications as quickly as possible.
It was agreed by all partners, including the Nursing and Midwifery
Council (NMC) and Council of Deans (CoD) and unions, to
support these arrangements. This means any final year student
who has been working in the NHS will receive funding until they
complete their programme and then they will be able to register
with the NMC and apply for a permanent role as a registered
Nurse.

Sweets to our NHS
heroes
New Romney’s arts and crafts school, Teach Me, has
donated a number of
parcels of goodies to
front line nursing staff in
the William Harvey
hospital and also to the
volunteers at New
Romney and Lydd’s
When the vaccination centres opened up, Again Yolanda and
vaccinations facilities.
John from Teach Me, wanted to do something to help cheer
people up and we started making up the sweet bags for not
Nurses and other key
frontline workers at the only the teams doing the work, but also the people having
the jabs.
William Harvey hospital received over 50 pamper boxes
containing Tea, biscuits, soap, Face Packs, bath bombs, a
All the sweets were given to Jon Wilson at the Romney
sewing kit, shower cap, vanity set and a bag of sweets!
Marsh Community Centre, who told The Looker; “What a
fantastic community gesture, I would like to thank John and
The vaccination volunteers
Yolanda from Teach me and as always The Looker for putting
received one of more than
the community first”.
100 large bags of sweets.
In both packs, the sweets
were provided by Sweet
Memories – the traditional
sweet shop in Hythe High
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
Street.

R.M.W. Scaffolding

Teach Me’s founder, Yolanda Houston, said that she is very
impressed by the efforts of nurses and front line workers in
our hospitals and also by the efforts of the volunteers.
Teach Me has a record of working with health bodies having
worked with the Romney Marsh Day Centre and
Folkestone’s Mind resource.
Sarah White, from Sweet Memories of Hythe said: It’s so
good that people can do such nice things as this. We were
happy to donate the sweets at cost price for the medical staff
who have gone through so much.

SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797362521• 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6

Priory Close, New Romney
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Very Basic Gardening Tips
So, you have your first garden. Maybe you have bought
your first place with a garden, or are renting a place with a
garden for the first time! You know nothing. Maybe your
parents weren’t into gardening, or were such keenies, that
they couldn’t bear the children trampling all over
everything, and shoo-ed you away!
You know the green bit in the middle is a lawn, made of
grass, which will need cutting, and you could put a name
to a daffodil. But there your knowledge stops.

A pair of secateurs. For snipping tough branches, and
pruning.
Tough plastic bag containing a ball of garden string and a
pair of scissors.
Kneeling mat for weeding.
Gardening gloves. These are quite cheap, and some people
don’t use them, but gardening can be hard on your hands, and
you never know when you are handling something that might
cause a skin irritation. You definitely need them when dealing
with brambles and nettles.
Something to carry these about in. I used an old
supermarket basket for years. Then I bought a plastic trug.
Take these out with you and save you lots of too-ing and froing.

Then this column is for you

Tools.
The first thing you will need is a few tools. In normal times you
could scout around boot fairs, and pick up some old tools. I
say this, because they are probably better value. You can buy
very cheap tools, but they are worse than useless. After a
season’s use they will come apart in your hands. If a relative or
friends offers you old tools, accept them gladly. If they have
lasted several years, they will probably last a few more years.

The basic kit is:
A full sized garden fork. You can buy “ladies” slightly smaller
forks, and these are probably a good buy. If you aren’t used to
gardening, they are less strenuous, than lifting full sized
forkfuls of earth.
A full sized spade.
Small trowel sized forks and trowels. It is useful to have
more than one of each. If you are anything like us, you will
leave them around, and forget where you have put them! Quite
often they are in gardeny colours, green and brown and beige!
If I was manufacturing tools, I would have red and blue
handles, so you could see them easily when you put them
down! Often you and partner will need them at the same time.

When the snow disappears, you are ready to start!

The next batch of useful things.
Hoe, either a Dutch hoe, or simple one with a rectangle
blade. This is for weeding without bending. But you have to be
on top of weeding with only small weeds, and you have spaces
between your plants like in the veg garden.
Pair of shears, the hedge cutting type. Even if you haven’t a
hedge, they will often be useful.
A wheel barrow. When you are weeding, you can put the
weeds into an old plastic bucket, but you will eventually find a
wheel barrow useful. You can put everything you need in the
barrow, and hopefully again save yourself a lot of coming and
going!
Lawn mower. If you have any grass at all, you will need a
mower. The price of these is like a piece of string. You can buy
a simple one cheaply, or you can spend several thousands of
pounds for ride on, all singing, all dancing models! Start with a
simple one.

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley
Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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‘The Big Apprenticeship
Conversation – 10,000 voices’
CXK, provider of the Apprenticeship Support and
Knowledge (ASK) programme in the South of
England, has launched ‘The Big Apprenticeship
Conversation – 10,000 voices’ to coincide with
National Apprenticeship Week. The Big
Apprenticeship conversation will showcase a range
of apprenticeship-themed events that will take place
across the week, connecting students, teachers,
parents and jobseekers with apprenticeship
information and opportunities. With over 200 events
and sessions captured CXK are looking to support
high quality advice and guidance for local
apprenticeships and opportunities.
National Apprenticeship Week 2021 will take place
from 8 to 14 February 2021. The annual week-long
celebration of apprenticeships will shine a light on
the amazing work being done by employers and
apprentices across the country. The week will also
recognise how employers of all sizes have stepped
up to the challenge during this unprecedented time.
The Big Apprenticeship Conversation – 10,000
voices will involve the promotion of a multitude of
events, accessible via an online calendar, that are
taking place across the week. The calendar of
events includes:
Sector specific talks from apprentices – listen
to the experiences of apprentices across the south
and ask those burning questions.
Higher and Degree Apprenticeship routes –
sessions delivered by ASK staff to students, teacher,
parents, and carer.
Teacher and staff CPD events.
Tea and Talk, Careers and Coffee with
apprentices and employers.
Parents Q&A sessions on Apprenticeships.
Links through to a local radio panel –
Wycombe Radio.
Employers showcasing apprentice
opportunities.
Opportunities to join the YAAN/AAN network
activities.
Live ASK activities – over 200 planned with
schools.
Wellbeing and healthy mind sessions.
Access to National Careers Service (NCS)
Advisers.
Live and recorded vlogs on careers and
particularly apprenticeships.
Case study talks on apprenticeship
experiences.
Apprenticeship graduation events – past and
present.
Apprenticeship Awards celebrations and live
event.
Accessing apprenticeship opportunities
through local JCP (Job Centre Plus).

NEW BUSINESS HUB TAKING
SHAPE

Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

A building which has stood empty for more than a decade is being
transformed into a business hub thanks to the support of the
Folkestone Community Works programme.
16 Bouverie Place will offer office suites and meeting rooms for
small and medium-sized enterprises – as well as co-working and
hot-desking space for start-ups.
The block, which is directly next to Folkestone bus station, was
originally built around 15 years ago to provide dental services in a
modern four-storey setting, but it has been vacant ever since the
plan failed to materialise.
A six-figure sum – including a including a £420,000 Folkestone
Community Works grant, part-funded by the European Structural
and Investment Funds 2014-20 and managed by F&HDC – has
been spent on refitting the
Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC Cabinet Member for the
District Economy, said: “Folkestone Community Works
is helping to breathe life into a building which has
been sitting there unused for a long time.
“16 Bouverie Place will play a part in the town centre’s
ongoing regeneration and it’s fantastic to see the
final steps of the refit taking shape.
“This project will support start-up and small businesses – which are
especially important to our economy – to grow and become a part
of the furniture in our district.”
When fully occupied, 16 Bouverie Place will be home to around 24
enterprises and accommodate up to 60 employees.
Offices range from 20 to 43 sq. ft. and are offered on a fullyserviced basis and easy-in, easy-out terms. To find out more, call
01227 806380 or email debbie.spalding@eksdc.co.uk

Top: Part of the Wind Turbine Farm at Little Cheyne Court, East Guldeford.
The 26 Turbines are 377ft high and are distributed over an area of 1½ square miles.
Bottom: The sand dunes at Greatstone are a popular and safe place for activities
by the seaside.

Hazel Allan, Contract Manager for ASK South,
commented: “We are really excited to be
showcasing some of the amazing work carried out
by apprentices who have an important role to play to
#BuildtheFuture. The vision of the ask programme is
to ensure all students, parents and teachers are
better informed about the range of apprenticeship
and traineeship opportunities available to them.
Schools, colleges and organisations supporting
young people can request apprenticeships activities
from the ASK programme here: https://
amazingapprenticeships.com/request-support/. “
For further information and details of the events on
offer, visit: cxk.org/national-apprenticeships-week2021.
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With thanks to Top Banana Banners for the design
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Vince
Shelly

Call for Visual
Artists:
NOW OPEN

Be Part of JAM on the Marsh 2021
Vibrant, multi-arts festival, JAM on the
Marsh, has opened its free Call for
Visual Artists. New or existing works
are welcome - so is a great idea.
Launched for artists in any medium, we
are looking for exhibitions and
installations to be displayed in venues
across Kent’s Romney Marsh (8th –
18th July 2021) and via our virtual
gallery at jamconcert.org from July December.

JAM on the Marsh features world-class
music, art, theatre, photography, poetry
and workshops. Now in its 8th season,
JAM on the Marsh draws a festival
audience of 17,000 through
outstanding live and virtual events,
reaching local audience, nationally and
across the globe. JAM publicity
reaches 5.8 million people worldwide
via TV, radio, press, digital and social
media. Exhibitions will be widely
promoted via our
network, driving
awareness of the
artists and
audience to their
works.

In addition, each website design that we produce
includes unlimited user logins to allow you as well
as your staff to update and amend the website. All
of our websites are search engine optimised (SEO)
to gain you a high website ranking in Google. Our
Website designs are thoroughly browser tested to
make sure your website looks amazing on every
web browser. Every design that we produce is
ultra-responsive hence why your website will fit
perfectly on all devices from Nokiaʼs to Notebooks
and everything in between.

SEO

HOSTING

The Looker

£700
web
*Not in conjunction with any other offer

www.jmfwebdesign.co.uk
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With a distinct lack of new releases, it came as a welcome
surprise when my bank offered me a free film via Rakuten
the streaming library.
If like me, you like your history then you probably know that
American bomber Enola Gay dropped the first atomic bomb
on Hiroshima but did you know that the USS Indianapolis
was the ship that delivered the components.
USS Indianapolis: Men of Courage is ultimately a tale of
bravery against a backdrop of war and betrayal.
On a separate note, if you have Rakuten check it out there
is a huge library of films some new releases and some
good classics and films can be bought or rented at a
reasonable price.

Free to apply

Contact us to start your new project
info@jmfwebdesign.co.uk
07903 128 399
JMF Web Design is a small Kent based web design
company, specialising in creating bespoke websites
that not only look great but also reach your target
audience. We think big and with our years of
experience, we create everything from elegant
portfolios to online shops. As a result, we pride
ourselves on keeping up to date with latest trends
in the industry and cutting-edge technology.

Artists can find more info and apply at
https://jamconcert.org/call-for-visualartists/

Artists will be able
to sell their work
via
jamconcert.org
with no
commission fee.

We Create
Websites
That Work!

Web Design

Deadline to apply: 1 March 2021

The Man on
The Telly

The Americans still reeling from the attack on Pearl Harbour
by the Japanese attempt to end the war quickly by dropping
an atom bomb on Japan. The Indianapolis was chosen for a
top-secret mission to deliver the components, known as
Little Boy to the island of Tinian. Chosen due to its speed
the Indianapolis, without an escort, was heading into an
area known to be occupied by Japanese submarines and
without knowing that a week earlier another ship had been
sunk by the Japanese. After successfully delivering the
parts they set off on the return journey but were torpedoed
by a Japanese submarine on the 30th July 1945. The ship
was sunk and of the 1,195 crewmen aboard 300 went down
with the ship. The remaining 890 faced death from
exposure, dehydration, saltwater poisoning and shark
attacks. Only 316 would survive the ordeal and the Captain
Charles B. McVay (played with compassion by the excellent
Nicholas Cage) and one of the only surviving officers, was
held accountable and court-martialled before taking his own
life.
Men of Courage tells the true story of the USS Indianapolis'
ill-fated mission and the terrifying ordeal that the survivors
had to endure as one by one their crew mates were picked
off in what was to become the worst recorded number of
shark attacks in a week. While the men waited to be
rescued, their SOS call was dismissed as being a trap set
by the Japanese, little did they know that due to the
secretive nature of their mission no one knew they were
actually missing. It was only a chance finding by a US
bomber that secured their rescue.
With a strong cast and ok the effects are at times a little
shabby. This is still a good, if not difficult watch (I have a
fear of being stuck at sea so along with Open Water I found
this an uncomfortable watch at times) It also begs the
question what if the boat had been sunk before it's delivery
would it have changed the course of the war.
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Memory Lane
By Vince Shelly

This week's trip down memory lane
takes us to a world of plastic, glue and
paint all mixed with a dose of patience,
resilience and frustration. Ladies,
Gentleman and model enthusiasts I
give you the Airfix kit.
Founded in 1939 by Hornby the
original kits were only sold via the
Woolworths stores. The first of their
aircraft kits was released in 1955 a
Supermarine Spitfire MK1. At the
height of its popularity there were
numerous Airfix books and a magazine
and in 1971 Airfix was the UK's largest
toy company. This was serious stuff.
Although not as popular today Airfix
still continues to manufacture a variety
of models and you can be a member of
the official Airfix club and buy aircraft,
vehicles, ships, dioramas and buildings
and figures from the official website.
For any Airfix novices they provide
Starter & Gift sets and, which I'm sure
goes against the ethics and principles
of the Airfix enthusiast, Quickbuild
Cars, Aircraft, Helicopters and Tanks
which can be assembled without the
need for glue or paint. Sacrilege, I hear
you shout.

Growing up in the 70's most bedrooms
or living rooms were adorned with a
plethora of Airfix models, some hastily
assembled and some produced to near
perfection. The preferred method of
display at the time was to suspend
Aircraft from ceilings. The more
creative enthusiasts would recreate the
Battle of Britain in their bedrooms as
the RAF and their Hawker Hurricanes
and Spitfire did battle with the
Luftwaffe's Messerschmitts. I can
remember seeing some very artistic
displays but while the displays were
impressive, they didn't tell the true
story of the dedication, resilience and
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patience that went into producing each
model.
I mentioned in the last issue the labour
of love required for each game of
Subbuteo but this was nothing
compared to the military style
operation required to complete an Airfix
kit to an acceptable standard. Each
individual piece had to be separated
from the plastic frame and then placed
in the correct order of assemblement.
Next came the assembly in which
small pieces had to be individually
glued to smaller pieces with
painstakingly accuracy. This wasn't
Blue Peter, no sticky back plastic here.
Once you had finally assembled your
model next came the task of painting
your model with pots of Humbrol paint
and the tiniest of paintbrushes. The
satisfaction of completing a model was
immense and somehow once it was
finished, I always experienced a sense
of disappointment after the event, that
was until I went looking for my next
(Air)fix.
I have stressed the dedication,
patience and resilience required to
complete a model but there were a
number of hazards that befell the Airfix
enthusiast.
Glue: You only had one attempt to get
it right and on numerous occasions I
have ended up sticking various
components to fingers, newspaper,
clothes, the table and on one occasion
the cat.
Cats: Yes, just like Subbuteo my cats
were drawn to the Airfix kit like a
magnet to the fridge. Occasionally a
wing or propellor would be swotted to
the nether regions (the floor) in an
enforced crash landing. The biggest
issue was a rogue cat dipping his paw
in an unattended paint pot and leaving
a trail of air force green paint across
the bedroom floor.
Dads: Woe betide the young Airfix
novice who muttered the fatal words
"Dad, I'm stuck" (That is stuck as in I
can't do this and not as in, I've glued
myself to the table) This was a call to
arms for Dads everywhere as they
strode with purpose and a stiff upper
lip to the scene of the disaster. "Leave
it to me Son" What this really meant
was I'll assemble, glue and paint it.
Many a time I left Dad to it, went out

and played Football with my mates and
came back to find Dad swearing but
determined that and I quote "I won't be
beaten by a stupid model" ok I confess
this may not have been the exact
words `but I'm sure you get the picture.

MYACCOUNT
CONTINUES TO
MODERNISE COUNCIL
More functions are to be added to MyAccount this week –
making things simpler for residents and business owners
when contacting the council.
It's a great time to join the thousands of people who've
already signed up to the online system, and enjoyed
easier and quicker interactions with Folkestone & Hythe
District Council ever since.
Regulatory services will be among those added:

Crashes: Unlike the real article your
model wasn't in danger from the
Germans or Japanese no but other
dangers lay in wait. Once again, the
feline threat was very real and a
suspended aircraft was fair game to a
malicious moggy who would take great
delight in plucking your aircraft from
the sky. I also remember losing a
treasured Sherman tank through
Mum's zealous approach to cleaning
as my prized tank fell to a feather
duster. The Sherman Tank designed to
withstand enemy fire but destroyed by
Mum's feather duster. A mate of mine
once sat on one of my aircraft after
Mum (again) had placed it on a chair
while tidying up my mess. Thanks
Mum.
Every lost vehicle was mourned and
given a worthy send-off (if thrown in
the bin can be deemed worthy) While
every model could be replaced what
couldn't be replaced was the hours of
blood (those plastic bits could be
sharp) sweat (concentration levels
were at a peak) and tears ("Dad I'm
stuck") Once I had grieved the loss of
another fallen vehicle, I was left with
only one issue and that was "What
next to build"

Mrs P’s
Diary
Mr P’s shower has now become a storage
facility for jigsaws. Some he has done and
some he has not. This week’s obsession is
book matches. Boxes and packets arrive
almost daily.
A drawer has been cleared of CD’s
(including mine) and row upon row of
used and new
matches are arranged in neat lines. Some of them are empty
but he has got around this
by taking unused ones from the books he doesn’t like, and
carefully sticking them into the
empty ones. I can’t get hold of his consultant…
It is rather concerning as he has been doing this since he
received his jab. Which I hear is being very well done at
Oaklands. But it could be worse. I suppose I, who have not
had a jab, have been going out foraging. I see that the rather
nice clothes shop, I Like That, has closed for good. Such a
shame for the High Street but the owner is making a clean
break and moving away. We wish her well.

·

Licensing

·

Private sector housing

·

Environmental health

·

Food hygiene

·

Health and safety

·

Environmental protection

I also hear that the ex-charity shop next to Artisan, is closing
and rumour has it that a vegan/veggie cafe is to open, who
knows when?

The additions will mean you can fill out online forms and
make payments for the same transaction – something that
hasn't been possible before in some instances.
Previously, some forms have had to be printed out and
filled out manually.
MyAccount allows residents to see the information
relevant to them all in one place – such as bin collections,
local councillors, benefits and council tax. More than
8,000 people have registered since it was first launched in
August.

My house is looking a great deal cleaner and tidier and I am
indulging in my hobbies. Much as I love going out for coffee
with my mates, I have found plenty to do and there is still the
garden if it ever stops raining.
I have also got my new Google nest trained to read me stories
and play music of my choice. I am not keen on her answering
me back when I request something she doesn’t know. But at
least she doesn’t make a mess or do jigsaws …. Or book
matches.

Sterry Funeral Service

Cllr Ray Field, F&HDC Cabinet Member for Digital
Transformation, said: "These new additions will make it far
more convenient and simpler for those contacting us
about the regulatory services we carry out.
"This latest rollout really demonstrates how we're
modernising some of the processes which have been
used for many years. MyAccount will help speed things up
for residents and business owners, but also for the council
too."
For more information or to sign up for MyAccount, visit
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/myaccountinfo

Proudly serving your local community since 2003
Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

To fellow enthusiasts, to fallen
comrades, to a lost childhood, I salute
you.

Computer Maintenance

Folkestone

Hythe

01303 272 525

01303 264 400

93 Cheriton High Street,
CT19 4HE

41 High Street,
CT21 5AD

and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?
Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow, or even if it seems dead....
We can help!
ContactThe Computer

People Now for a Free, No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8AS

•
•
•
•

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Private chapel of rest

•
•
•
•

Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Home visits
Prepaid funeral plans

Shop: 01797 363385 Ali: 07802 470 675 Dave: 07970 804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk
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Zoe’s Kitchen
Food waste is something everyone should consider & think about.

Stir in the yogurt, lemon & vanilla

Are you a frugal cook, that makes meals stretch & uses up left
overs or do you shop for today & find yourself unexpectedly
throwing away food as you’ve made those impulsive purchases.

Finally stir in the flour & almonds

In my fridge I had a pot of low- fat yogurt that was close to its date &
lemons that too needed to be used.

Transfer the cake mix to the tin

Two jobs I wanted to do today was to bake a cake & prepare a
Greek style meal for dinner.

Allow to cool

Use a loaf cake paper or line a loaf tin

Bake for approximately 35-40 minutes

Perfect yogurt & lemon I can use for both.

For the icing combine the icing sugar with the lemon juice and a
little cold water. Until the mix is of a thick consistency

Lemon & Yogurt Cake

Pour the icing over the cake, it is fine for the icing to drip over the
edge
Simply decorate with some lemon zest
If you are leading a plant- based diet simply swop the butter &
yogurt for plant -based ingredients or for a gluten free cake simply
swop the flour.
So, for my second recipe using lemons & yogurt

Greek Style Marinated Chicken
Combine yogurt with
grated garlic, lemon
zest, dried oregano,
salt & pepper
To make a loaf cake
175g Butter (softened)
175g Caster Sugar
175g Yogurt
1 Lemon, zest & juice
1 tsp Vanilla Essence
150g Plain Flour (sieved)
50g Ground Almonds
For the icing
250g Icing Sugar (sieved)
1 Lemon, Zest & juice
Cold Water

Method

Place in a large dish
and add pieces of
chicken, I used thigh,
diced breast works
well too
Coat the meat in the
marinade, cover with
cling film. Allow to
marinade in the fridge
for 3-4 hours
Next, skewers the
chicken, cut a couple
of peppers & add
these to the skewers,
alternating chicken &
peppers
Pre heat a grill or skillet pan that can be placed over direct heat on
the stove

Pre-heat the oven to 170’c

Cook the skewers for approximately 4 minutes on each side, place
on a baking tray & finish cooking in the oven.

Cream together the butter & sugar

Serve with warm pitta bread & salad

HELP AVAILABLE FOR
BUSINESSES TRADING WITH EU
Businesses in the Folkestone & Hythe district which are still getting
to grips about trading with the European Union are being
encouraged by central government to take a look at these webinars
and videos.
Topics include importing and exporting goods, moving goods
between Great Britain and Northern Ireland and details of the
government’s cross-border trade forum - all designed to help
businesses and traders find answers to questions. For more
information go to gov.uk/guidance/help-and-support-if-yourbusiness-trades-with-the-eu
Councillor David Wimble, F&HDC’s Cabinet Member for Economic
Development, said: “It has been a challenging start to the year for
some of our district’s businesses. They have had to cope with the
difficulties of the continuing COVID pandemic. In addition those that
trade with the EU have had to get their heads around the additional
complications of working out the new import and export rules.

The toys, with their emphasis on developing key skills through play,
are mostly designed in Folkestone, and then manufactured in the
Far East using rubberwood which is a bi-product of the latex
production process.
At their busiest times of the year, Bigjigs have been sending 15 to
20 orders to trade customers in Europe every day. So knowing that
20% to 25% of their annual turnover depended on being able to
trade in Europe, Liz started early with her research about leaving
the EU.
Over the last two years she admits that she has done a lot of
reading and the Bigjigs team, which includes the Irelands two sons,
have been finding out as much as they can about new taxation,
duty and transport processes.
Liz explained: “We first started doing business in Europe at the end
of 2009 and it took a good six months to work out currencies,
language and to find out about the diverse markets. In one country,
France for example, there can be vast differences even just
between the north and south and east and west.

“There is information out there for companies who are trading in
and out of the EU and I would urge all to take advantage of the help
available to understand the new processes.”

“When the result of the vote was announced we asked ourselves –
to maintain the level of business we have built up what would be
the constraints? The problem has been that even now I am not sure
we really know the full answer to that.

Liz Ireland is clearly not someone who is daunted by a challenge.
It’s probably one of the reasons why she and husband Peter have
made such a success of their Folkestone toy business Bigjigs.

“There will be a lot of companies who have spent vast amounts of
money in trying to get good advice. We got a reasonable amount of
good advice in June but we needed fresh advice in November and
December to learn about other proposed changes .”

But as far as challenges go, the last 12 months have been a year
like no other, even for Liz. It has been ten months of operating
under the shadow of COVID alongside second guessing the
consequences for the family business of leaving Europe.

Due to the complexities of their particular business model, Liz and
the team finally sourced the specialist help that they needed from
Holland.

The former teacher is, however, upbeat and seemingly undaunted:
“It has been challenging and at times all encompassing. It has been
a massive learning curve but in business you have to evolve and
change and do new things. You have to learn.”
Bigjigs began in a garden shed with Peter hand crafting wooden
jigsaws which he and Liz sold at craft fairs. Three decades on the
company is now based on the Park Farm Industrial Estate, employs

A Cold Wet
Week Reduces
Some To Mush

After the first month Liz does not feel that they are ready to put the
tick in the box to indicate that they have everything sorted for this
new, complex way of doing business with the EU.
But they are heading in the right direction and when asked whether
she has ever felt like giving up Liz replied: “No, never – it’s just
another challenge and we will work our way through it. They key is
getting the right guidance and the right help.”

wild flower seeds for a bare earth patch,
one of our gardeners, and font of
knowledge about such things, had been on
the case and got the seeds already. We are
to look forward to a wildflower mix of 16
flower species, known as a ‘moths and
butterflies’ garden mix - sounds fabulous.

Update from Leonie,
Sandgate Society
The weather continues to impact on
progress this week, but not that surprising
for early February. It was too wet to work at
the garden on Wednesday as it was last
Saturday, but happily there was a break in
the clouds for this Saturday morning and a
scramble to book an hour session. The
figures for January rainfall were 152.1mm,
which is rather a lot and certainly explains
why the grass at Fremantle and Enbrook is
so saturated and slippery. In spite of the
fact the snowdrops are out in full flower and
now the wild primroses at Enbrook, we are
in for a tough week to come with snow and
the freezing cold out to test the vegetables
we have been nurturing and covering in the
past few months – it will be a difficult time
for them. Many of these winter hardy plants
have their own inbuilt anti-freeze, and are
not therefore reduced to a mush when a
hard frost happens, however, they do have
their limits.
No sooner had our newsletter gone out last
week mentioning the need to order some
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47 people and distributes a vast array of wooden toys to customers
and distributors in more than 90 countries.

The seed potatoes are now available to
buy. Too early to plant out as they suffer
from the frost, so they are being ‘chitted’,
the process of allowing them to put out a
few shoots whilst sitting on an indoor
window ledge, just waiting for that time in
early April when they will be planted. We
have just one variety called ‘Charlotte’, and
we may get others, but space is tight and
they take up rather a lot, so you have to be
selective.
A few weeks ago I mentioned a kind local
who instead of getting rid of, or composting
spare plants from the garden, had put them
out on their drive for anybody passing to
take. We had another opportunity to acquire
more flowering perennials being removed
from a garden, and so planted some in
Enbrook garden, as well as potted up many
more to be planted in any of our other sites.
Day lilies, geraniums, crocosmias, and
irises, will all make a lovely display to
benefit us, and of course the visiting
insects. It looks as if there will be lots of
things to look forward to in the garden this
year. A picture of a vase of sweet peas has
been added to the photos below to remind
you of what is around the corner.

These days there are a multitude of wild
flower mixes available for every garden
situation you can imagine, the choice is
mind boggling.

What’s next?: If the frosts are severe it
would be best to just keep checking all the
covers and nets are in place, Make sure the
pond is not frozen solid – make a hole in
the ice, First seed sowings will be in mid February, so check out plant trays and
compost in preparation.
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Marsh Memories

By John Wimble

Church Round-Up
By June Gooch

As you might expect, nothing has changed since the last
“Looker”
All local church buildings remain closed. Romney Marsh
Community Church, and the Lydd group continue with
online services.
If you would like to tune in, contact RMCC on 01797
366855 during the mornings, or visit the website and
click on “Sunday services” and follow the menu.
For Lydd church group, contact Rev Chris on 01797
320345 for details.

A Village Shop
Memories are vivid for some of the older local residents, of the
village shop in St. Mary-in-the-Marsh. It is many years since
the shop closed and it is now a private residence. There were
rows of wooden drawers, each one labelled with its contents,
one for string and one for paper bags etc. and nothing was
wasted. The shop was one of the focal points of the village.
The counter was made of solid wood and there were brass
scales for weighing sweets, which were kept in large glass
jars. The pans of the scales used for weighing bacon and
cheese were of marble. There was a brass bell at the top of
the door which the shopkeeper could hear in her living
quarters. She dressed to complement the surroundings, a
long black dress over which she wore her white hair in a bun.

She dressed in the same way into the 1960s. Her luxury in the
evening was one cigarette and a glass of wine and she always
went to the village church on Sundays. On Saturdays the
groceries were priced and put on the shelves. The cheese
was cut with a wire attached to two pieces of wood. Brown
sugar was kept in a large tin as were other dry commodities.
Sheets of stiff blue paper were folded in such a way as to
become a bag for these items. There were no refrigerators in
those days but everything was kept fresh. The goods were
delivered by Headley’s of Ashford on a Friday afternoon and
the shop was always well stocked. Heating was not so
advanced as it is today and paraffin was sold from the rear of
the shop. The old lady worked in the shop until she died aged
86 and is buried in the churchyard.
The photo shows some of the local residents at the St. Maryin-the-Marsh Village Fete in the late 1950s.

All clergy are available to cope with problems or queries,
or simply to chat. Most people are getting very fed up
with the lockdown and feeling low, dealing with the
problems of life, finances, weather, home schooling etc.
If you would like someone simply to talk to, the above
numbers will be able to help. Women available to chat if
you would prefer. There is a course, called Alpha which
the church runs now and again, a very informal course
which explores Christianity. If all the worries have caused
you questions, you might find the answers on such a
course. Ring above number if interested. Of course at
the moment, the course is all on line, with zoom
interaction.

New arrangements for FOOD BANKS
These are continuing as before, but with a delivery only
service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or your
family (and it applies to single people and couples, not
just people with children) RING DEBBIE, FOOD BANK
manager, on 07913 573403, to explain your problem.
The food will be delivered to your home. You can have 3
days supply of dried and tinned food, and help in other
ways, if your problems need to be referred to another
agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd.
Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank, which is
Tuesdays in New Romney, and Fridays in Lydd.

Church Chuckle
A little lad was having a break from home schooling, and
doing a drawing. Mum asked him what he was drawing.
The little lad said “God” “That isn’t possible” said mum,
“we don’t know what God looks like”. “Well” said the lad
“you will do soon, caus I’ve nearly finished”

Wit and Wisdom.
From Killington Lake Sailing Association.
The pessimist complains about the wind. The optimist
expects it to change. The realist adjusts his sails.
William Arthur Ward.

ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Page 30

Making the most of stuff that
comes in plastic bottles.
The diversity of things that come in plastic bottles is amazing!
When comparing makes and sizes always check the actual
contents. Bottles can be manufactured to make them look as if
they contain more than they actually do. The outside appearance
is not always a good guide! And if the contents figure is hard to
find, then is all the more important to find it! They are trying to hide
it.
Larger containers are usually better value, but not always, it is
worth checking. Especially when manufacturers fill their bottles
with random amounts, and you have to work out whether 465mls is
better value, at x price, than 267mls at y price. I’m sure it is done
to confuse us! And sometimes the smaller amount is on offer, and
definitely cheaper to buy two of those than one big one. Although I
might buy things in a big bottle, I often dispense it into smaller
bottles. Somehow using a big bottle encourages you to use more
than you need. They are so big and chunky, it takes more effort to
squeeze them and a lot comes out!
Another wasteful practice is items that come with built in sprays
and nozzles, and the feed pipe doesn’t go down to the bottom of
the bottle. When no more will come out of the nozzle, unscrew the
whole apparatus, use the surplus from around it, and then turn the
bottle upside down in a container to get the rest out.
The same happens with thicker items like shower jel and washing
up liquid, when a certain amount get stuck on bottom of bottle.
Place the top under water, squeeze the bottle lightly and suction
will draw in some water, which will dilute the contents and you can
get the last of it out.
Sometimes it seems that humanity is divided into people who take
the trouble to empty bottles properly, and those who don’t. Working
in a home for physically disabled adults, some years ago, I was
always surprised to find patients cupboards full of nearly empty
bottles, because members of staff couldn’t be bothered to use the
last bits from a bottle and just started a new one! You would think a
patient was well stocked and find they had 4 nearly empty bottles
of shampoo or shower jel on their washstands! It is not being mean
or petty, to use the last b_its. You have paid for it all. Remember
the old saying. “Look after the pennies and the £s will take care of
themselves”
I once had a surprising discussion with a teenage niece. I found a
small coin, a 20p I believe, on the pavement and picked it up
automatically. She was horrified. Why, I asked? It looks so mean,
picking up such a small coin, she replied. Well I though, I might as
well have it as anyone else. If I saw anyone drop it, I would have
immediately returned it, of course! I would happily have given it to
the next busker, (making a decent noise!) or person with a
collecting tin.
When budgeting and saving, it is always useful to think “small”
£100 for Christmas and birthday treats, is made up so many saved
10ps and 50ps in a jar, and being thrifty in small ways. Including
making sure you and family get value out of all your plastic bottles.
And of course, when you have the last drop out, you are going to
put it in recycling, aren’t you??
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