
By David Wimble

After 4 years of different
messages from the Home Office,
a stark warning to migrants
wanting to claim asylum in the UK
came from Home Secretary Priti
Patel, stating that under new
legislation asylum seekers
arriving though legal and illegal
routes, including by boat across
the English Channel, could be
sent to processing centres
abroad under Home Office plans
to overhaul the immigration
system.
Earlier this year The Looker
reported on initial plans to send
migrants to Ascension Island,

more than 4,000 miles from the
UK, to be processed, and also to
turn disused ferries and cruise
ships out at sea into processing
centres. But it is now understood
that other British overseas
territories including Gibraltar are
under consideration by officials,
as well as the Isle of Man and
other islands off the British coast.

Priti Patel has vowed to stop
people making the perilous
journey across the English
Channel and is expected to
publish details of plans
overhauling the UK’s asylum and
immigration system.

Over the last four years there has
been a trend of asylum seekers
crossing the sea from France
crammed into dinghies, with most
landing on various parts of the
Kent coast with the Romney
Marsh beaches seeing a
significant proportion. These
arrivals include unaccompanied
children, which has meant Kent
County Council has been
responsible for looking after these
young asylum seekers, which in
turn has placed a huge burden on
the district’s tax payers.

Last August Kent County Council
announced the county had
reached full capacity. The
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Migrants arriving by boats
will not be allowed to stay in the UK

Otterpool
getting ever
closer to
becoming a
reality
Last week local residents had
their first opportunity to see what
the ‘Environmentally friendly
Otterpool Park New Town’ will
look like.

This project, being developed by
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council, has come under some
criticism over its 8 years of
planning, including several
protest marches over the loss of
greenfield spaces.

But the Council has tried to do
its best to demonstrate that this
is a much better alternative to
having random developments
happening all over the district.
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children are initially the responsibility of Border Force but the
local authority's resources – including social workers,
independent reviewing officers, care workers and the limited
suitable accommodation – have been “exhausted” by the
ongoing crisis.

The plans set out by the Home Secretary will include a
consultation on changing the law so that people seeking asylum
can be sent to processing centres in third countries. It follows a
series of leaks last year suggesting the UK Government was
considering a number of offshore locations akin to those used in

Australia. The Government believes sending people to third
countries for processing would be compliant with the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), according to reports.

The new legislation will also include life sentences for people
smugglers and the creation of reception centres on government
land – many asylum seekers are currently being housed in
hotels due to a lack of available accommodation in the South
East.

There is currently ongoing controversy over asylum seekers who
are being housed at the
former Napier Barracks in
Folkestone, with charities
saying some migrants
are being kept in
inhumane conditions.

Enver Solomon, Chief
Executive of the Refugee
Council charity,
condemned the latest
Home Office plan as “an
inhumane policy that
undermines our nation’s
proud tradition of
providing protection to
people fleeing
persecution and terror,
many of whom have
gone on to work as
doctors and nurses in the
NHS”.

Do you think the Home
Office is doing the right
thing? Contact The
Looker with your opinion:
info@thelooker.co.uk

The Council has undertaken to be open
and transparent about the project with
regular public exhibitions to present the
vision and the progress of the project, and
the general consensus seems to be
favourable.

The idea of a Newtown in the area was
born after Government cross party
legislation was passed to increase new
builds across the whole country. This
would have meant the District needed to
meet the annual target of over 730 new
homes being built over the next 18 years.
The Council preferred the option to have
one development, which would meet most
of this ongoing legal requirement,
meaning it could be planned carefully,
incorporating the necessary infrastructure,
including schools, GP surgeries and a
town centre fit for purpose, for the next
100 years.

As a sign of the Council’s own ‘buy in’ to
the project, one of the first buildings to be
constructed could be the new council
offices themselves and a Civic Centre.
Last week’s virtual exhibition showed how
the project aims to set new standards in
green efficiency and be as close to
carbon neutral as possible, acting as an
exemplar project that sets new standards
in quality building.

Being placed near the high-speed rail line
and with links to the M20, the project also
takes into account that the region’s
transport needs will change significantly
over the next 30 years, with plans for
many interconnecting walkways and cycle
paths alongside proposed eco bus
connections. The pandemic has clearly
demonstrated that people will, in future,
spend more time working from home.
With this in mind, instead of trying to
maximise the build size, the plans show
that 50% of the entire site will be green
space, including a large lake with outdoor
swimming and fishing.

The Council wanted to get across that this
development will have a huge positive
knock-on effect for the whole district.

Because the Council already owns the
land – one of the biggest costs in any

development – and are project managing
the whole project with a company that
they have set up themselves, the return
on investment will be a huge boost to our
local area’s coffers. The projected
financial return is around £300 million in
profit, which the Council will use to invest
in the rest of the district.

When The Looker first reported on this
scheme 8 years ago, we did not
understand the implications of not hitting
the 730 new homes a year strategy that
the Government had put in place. The
Looker’s editor, and now Cabinet Member
for the District Economy, David Wimble,
explained: “When this project first came
along, I was against the whole concept of
building anything on Green Field sites, but
it was only when I started to look into the
demands being forced upon the whole of
the South East, I realised that this was the
smart way to go. If we did not have a
plan in place to build these homes over
the next 30 years, the district would have
its planning authority removed. This would
then be taken over by central
government, which would be a disaster,
for the whole district, because there would
be nothing to stop developers from
coming along and just buying up huge
parcels of land and building what they
wanted, which from a business point of
view, would be probably done with very
little design and cheap non-ecological
materials to maximise profits. This way we
have control of how the town will look and
take into account the heritage of the
district and more importantly the race
course and castle within the site.”

At the online exhibitions held last week,
the public were shown a number of
images of what to expect from the first
phase of development including aerial
CGI images revealing how the new
homes will be laid out on land, plus the
trees and green spaces which will
surround them. The plan shows how the
town centre will feature a lake and
Westenhanger Castle as key focal points,
alongside a wide variety of residential
options including affordable housing, and
two, three, four and five bedroom
properties.

When it was announced two years ago
that the Council had purchased
Westenhanger Castle, The Folkestone
Labour Party branded it an act of utter
stupidity in its election manifesto. But the
castle’s position overlooking the park
land, any houses in the surrounding area
are able to achieve higher sales values.
The purchase of the castle now seems to
be a wise investment, with return that it
will bring far outstripping the initial
investment.

The virtual exhibition was one of several
that will be run by the team from Otterpool
Park LLP - the company set up by the
Council to drive the development forward
- and included a presentation about the
scheme and a question-and-answer
session from panellists.

The comments from the public
engagements will be recorded and
published on the Otterpool Park website,
so that those who can’t attend can watch
it later and give their feedback. It is
hoped that, when the meetings can be
held in public, a number of exhibitions will
be staged all over the district, to keep
local residents updated on progress.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council
(FHDC) is behind the project and has
already invested millions of pounds. This
includes purchasing for £25m the land at
the racecourse, which closed in 2012 and
is near the village of Westenhanger. The
authority also purchased Westenhanger
Castle for £2.9m, which is set to become
the 'centrepiece' of the scheme.
A further £5m was spent in 2015 buying
357 acres of farmland south east of the
racecourse. Finally, in November 2019,
FHDC approved a £100m loan to allow
the first stages of Otterpool to proceed.

The scheme has received some
opposition since it was first announced in
2016, including more than 100 objections,
two protests and an official objection from
Hythe Town Council. However one of the
members of the Hythe Green Party now
sits on the Otterpool LLP committee.

The project is expected to take 30 years
to complete and it is hoped that when
outline planning is approved the building
will start in 2023. Phase one will include
the town centre and the housing in the
immediate area, along with some
commercial and industrial projects. One
of the things that pleases a number of
local people is the inclusion of sites
available for self-build projects, sitting
within the development.

The Looker Editor David Wimble summed
up the project by saying: “One thing is
certain, not everyone will be in favour of
this New Town, but this is a once in a
lifetime chance to do something that will
make our district not only sustainable, but
enable the Council to go forward and
invest in our local area. People often say
we need new schools and infrastructure.
Well the money from this project will be
directly reinvested into the whole district.”

Find out more information at
www.otterpoolpark.org

Otterpool Park new town, a step closer to reality
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Calls for theMarsh to
become a separate
principality
With Scotland looking for a referendum on devolution, the call
for Romney Marsh to leave the United Kingdom and have its
own currency has reared its head again. It is thought to have
been put forward by a resident of Dymchurch, who just cannot
get his head around the notion that not only has the UK left the
EU, but is of the opinion everyone on the Marsh is ‘stupid’ and,
as he put it, “They all need a check up from the neck-up”.

Drew North, told The Looker: “The people of the Romney Marsh
really do need someone to look after them. Since losing the EU
Referendum, I have been making full use of my time, by
spending hours writing letters to local newspapers, stating that
although in the Folkestone and Hythe district nearly 62% of
people voted leave and 38% voted remain, you can look at
these results in a different way. Never let facts get in the way of
a good argument.

“Just think if we had stayed in the EU we could have had the
benefit of their superb vaccine programme. And benefitted from
joining the Euro, which although is taking a tumble, this is only
due to them feeling sorry for the Pound and giving it chance to
build a little”. He went on to say “Although I do not drive, I am
lead to believe that the M20 is just one long car park of lorries,
with huge tailbacks of lorries, some waiting as long as two
weeks to cross the channel. I don’t want to say that I told you
so… but I did so ner ner ner ner nerrr.”

Mr North has joined a very small but elite group of people who
have set up the WKB Party (We Know Best Party). They have

decided to field candidates in any election they can in the
coming weeks, months, years and decades, with a radical plan
to join the Marsh back up with our European cousins.

They are not just going after political posts but anything where
there is an election. Candidates are being put forward for the St
Mary in the Marsh Philatelic Club, the Brookland Bell Ringers
(for people that struggle to climb steps) and the new Palmarsh
Beavers.
The WKB Party’s manifesto claims that the first thing they will
do is set up border posts on all entry points to the Marsh, where
passports will be checked and visiting visas will be issued.

Mr North explained: “We will have radical new ways of doing
things, so we can align ourselves with our European brethren.
We aim to follow the French tradition of going on a national
strike at the drop of a hat, mainly just to give us more leisure
time. We have decided to have our own currency called the
‘Ewe’ which is a clever play on words, the name of a baby
sheep – for which the Marsh is renowned – and it also sort of
sounds like you’re saying EU.”

Mr North told the Looker: “The WKB party want to turn a former
scouts hut in Dymchurch into a new parliament and hope to get
a grant from the European Council to make this dream a reality.
Maybe we can even host European council meetings here
every three months, it’s well known that the EU have no
problem spending nearly a billion quid a year moving
parliaments between Brussels and Strasberg so there would be
no reason why they could not come to Dymchurch every now
and again. I know The Ship and a few guest houses would be
interested in doing deals on rooms. And I have seen some
chairs on eBay from an old primary school up for sale and at the
moment I am winning the bidding on £1.75 each but I am
prepared to go up to £2.50 if I have too”.

When news broke that the WKB Party are planning to take over
the Marsh, it had a mixed reaction on social media. One post

said “I know this bloke, he is about as sensible as a
plastic fireguard” and another saying “The deluded
chap is a complete and utter nutter!” But other
people where not so quick to scoff, Mr George
Treeloard from Hythe said “Mr North is right on the
money. If we cut ties with the rest of the UK, by the
time the sea levels rise about 20 feet over the next
20 years, the Marsh may not be connected to
mainland Britain, and it could float off somewhere
quite nice, maybe link up with the Brittany coastline.
Or go the whole hog and become another Canary
Island” (perhaps because he likes little birds).

The Party are hoping to hold their first AGM on the
1st April at the old scout hut. Mr North hopes that
despite a mix up with the invitations, the outgoing
German chancellor Angela Merkel will attend.
Unfortunately the invitation was mistakenly sent to
Megan Markle, who did however respond by return,
and suggested that maybe she and her husband
could step in as king and queen for the region, as
they did not have much else on at the moment.Mr North has already started putting up the Barbed Wire border fencing

New Scholarship to
support local Medical
Student

One local student doctor has been given an opportunity to receive
financial support thanks to a new scholarship funded by Folkestone &
Hythe District Council.

The scholarship will cover living costs of £5,000 per year for a student
from the district for the full five years of the Bachelor of Surgery,
Batchelor of Medicine course at the Kent and Medway Medical School
(KMMS).

KMMS is a collaboration between the University of Kent and
Canterbury Christ Church University, and welcomed its first students
last year.

This scholarship will help a local student with living expenses and is
now open to prospective students from the
Folkestone & Hythe district who have a
confirmed place at KMMS.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, F&HDC Deputy
Leader and Cabinet Member for Community
Services, said: “This scholarship will enable
a resident the chance to become a doctor
and provide vital support to the health sector
for years to come.

“We have a long record of supporting residents
to achieve their educational goals and this
scholarship reinforces our commitments to
students in the district.

“The Kent and Medway Medical School
is a wonderful example of the wider
collaboration between educational
institutions. The opportunity to train
medical students from across the county will benefit our local health
care system in the future.”

Professor Chris Holland, Founding Dean of Kent and Medway Medical
School, added: “Thank you to Folkestone & Hythe District Council,
scholarships like this make a huge difference to our medical students.
We are proud to encourage students from backgrounds not
traditionally found in medicine to attend Kent and Medway Medical
School (KMMS), as well as to support local applicants. These awards
make it possible for them to fulfil their potential and train to become
the doctors of the future.”

Full details, including criteria and how to apply for this scholarship,
have been published on the KMMS website.

For further information on how to support KMMS, please email
giving@kmms.ac.uk.
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What a lot of Bollards!

After the problems with unauthorised travellers making
encampments on St. Martin’s Field in New Romney, leaving
behind destruction and dumping waste, the local council took
matters into their own hands and agreed to install hard steel
bollards around the field. Despite hold ups by Covid, the first of
the bollards were installed last week.
In a statement a spokesman said: “New Romney Town Council
would like to formally convey its thanks to Town Council Officers
for the hard work and commitment that has been put into keeping
this project moving and ensuring that it has successfully come to
fruition. The progression of this important project has been
entirely overseen by Town Council Officers and with the additional
difficulties caused by the global coronavirus pandemic, meaning
that council officers have been working from home and with
limited resources, the £30,000 project has nevertheless, been
delivered in a timely manner.”
The statement continued: “The Town Council would also like to
thank local company, WeWeld Services Ltd based in Old Romney,

for the manufacture and installation of the
bollards. It is now hoped that St. Martin’s
Field will flourish as a space for the local
community to relax and enjoy, free from
unauthorised vehicular access and
incidents of anti-social behaviour.”
It is expected that the works to install the
bollards will be fully completed by mid-April
2021.
It was announced recently at a meeting of the full Town Council,
that no community events will take place on St. Martin’s Field
before September. It is hoped that ‘The Looker’ will still be able to
hold a celebration family party on the field maybe in mid-
September, but if it is not possible this year then it is hoped to take
place next year.

Romney Town Council Officers admire the WeWeld
Erection of bollards at St Martins Field

COMINGSOON!
THEROADMAP TOFREEDOM!

delivered byTheConservatives

Thanks to KCC, the NHS and partner agencies ....
Over half of over 18s in Kent have now

been vaccinated at least once

and KCC are ready thanks to The Conservatives!
Kent Childrenʼs Play Areas open again

Kent pothole blitz means safer roads

Kent librares welcome back users

Kent support for traders and investors

More Kent cycling and walking pathways

Leisure and entertainment venues back in business

Keep Kent County Council Conservative

Promoted by Russell Tillson on behalf the Conservative Party, both of F&HCA, 4 West Cliff Gardens, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SP
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With LabourandCo-OperativeCouncillorsyouwill get:
Support tokeepfree schoolmeals
People before profit
ImprovedBus Services
ReformedAdult Social Care
Support forPost CovidEconomy
ANew Health Centre

VOTEFORCHANGEANDABETTERROMNEYMARSH

KentCountyCouncilElectionsMay 62021
VoteLabourandCooperativeforabetter RomneyMarsh

Promoted by ChristopherDeane,onbehalf ofthe FolkestoneandHythe ConstituencyLabourParty both at 5,Hillside, Street Hythe CT215DL
onbehalfofTonyCooper18,NewbridgeWay, StMary̓ s BayandAnthonyGoode97,HytheRoadDymchurch



Is EU Block Hampering
our Covid Vaccine
Centres

By David Wimble

The European Commission's threat to ban exports of
coronavirus vaccines from the continent has raised concern that
the UK's enviable inoculation programme could be affected.
How reliant is the district on imported vaccines, and what might
the impact be if the EU makes good on its threats?

With the UK setting new targets for getting the Covid 19
vaccines out to the public, Brussels bureaucracy looks like it
might affect the rapid roll out for our district, as vaccines are
running low and reduced supplies from European distribution
hubs appear to be having a knock-on effect across of the whole
of the UK.

The UK is currently distributing two vaccines. Pfizer-BioNTech
was the first to be
licensed and began
being dispensed on 8
December, the Oxford-
AstraZeneca (AZ)
became available on 4
January. Doses of a
third licensed jab, made
by Moderna, are already
in distribution in Europe,
and will begin arriving in
the UK next month.

Manufacturing the Pfizer vaccine, a new technology, is complex.
It requires processes in the US before raw materials are
transferred to Europe, where the final steps are completed at
the company's facility in Puurs, Belgium. Following an overhaul
in February, Pfizer has upgraded its global production forecast
for 2021 from 1.3bn to 2.3bn doses. There is no production in
the UK but one of the key components – the lipids used in the
vaccine – are manufactured by British chemicals giant Croda,
both here and in the US.

The AZ vaccine is manufactured under contract in the UK,
Europe, India and the US. UK production takes place at two
plants, Oxford Biomedica in Oxford and Cobra Biologics in
Keele, with 'fill-and-finish' taking place in Wrexham at a plant
owned by Wockhardt.

There are also two sites in Europe: Thermo Fisher Scientific in
Seneffe, Belgium, and Halix in Leiden in the Netherlands. The
Halix plant is at the centre of the political tension between
Brussels and London, but is still awaiting approval by the
European Medicines Agency.

The Serum Institute of India in Pune, the world's largest vaccine
manufacturing facility, is also producing the vaccine, the
majority of which is intended for distribution to the developing
world.

Pfizer said it is confident that it will meet its supply contracts
with the UK and that its schedule for the second quarter starting
in April, the crucial period for second doses, is unchanged.

What would be the impact of a European export ban?

A blanket ban of completed vaccine product from EU countries
could hit UK supplies of both the Pfizer and AstraZeneca
vaccines, potentially disrupting second doses and slowing the
rate of new first doses to the adult population under 50.

Pfizer is understood to have considered contingencies if there is
disruption, but believes any friction in supply would be negative,
saying: "We have been clear with all stakeholders that the free
movement of goods and supply across borders is absolutely
critical to Pfizer and the patients we serve."

The European Commission's distaste has so far been focused
on AstraZeneca, and what it said is a failure to deliver on its
contract by prioritising UK and US supply over that to the
continent. The EC said supply from the Belgian facility and both
British AZ plants has been delivered to the UK, with none
flowing in the other direction for the European program. It
wants to ensure that when production at Halix in Leiden comes
on-stream, European Union member states are the
beneficiaries.

It could also ban the export of Continental-made components
used in the AZ manufacturing process in the UK.

British Government sources said they want to "lower the
temperature" of the current rhetoric, but retaliation could see
them restrict exports of components of the Pfizer vaccine
manufactured here.

Given the UK's ongoing demand for the Pfizer jab, that might
prove as self-defeating as the European Commission restricting
exports of ingredients for the AZ vaccine that they are so
desperate to secure.

Last Tuesday, the Folca Building in Folkestone was advised by
the Kent and Community Health NHS Foundation Trust that it is
scheduled to close as a COVID mass vaccination centre for
between two and three weeks from Thursday 1 April, due to a
national reduction in the supply of vaccine.

The other mass vaccination sites in Kent and Medway are also
believed to be temporarily closing, along with GP centres
including the Civic Centre, which will also be affected by the
supply issues.

Vaccination centre staff were advised of the closure on Tuesday
last week. A few appointments for vaccinations at Folca, which
had been made prior to the booking slots being closed, were
being rescheduled and in most cases they have been brought
forward to take place before the closure.

The NHS trust is also looking at using any limited supplies of
vaccine to operate its roving model providing outreach clinics
for people who are hard to reach, including those who are
homeless and others who might have trouble accessing the
large centres.

Locally the vaccine centres have proved to be very efficient,
with a huge amount of the local population being given their first
jabs at Lydd Airport, New Romney Old School, Oaklands
Surgery in Hythe, The Civic Centre in Folkestone and the Folca
Building.

Although people were being asked not to panic, some people
have shown concerns that the supply could impact people who
are waiting for their second jab, particularly those in the critical
over 80s age range.

The UK has until recently been largely self-sufficient in Oxford-
AstraZeneca doses but there could be tougher times ahead.

Well as I write this at 6 a.m. on a Thursday morning, the
sun is shining, I can already see people walking their dogs
on the beach and everything seems to be on course for
the beginning of the end of Lockdown, or is this just the
end of the beginning? There does seem to be a bit of a
buzz going around about the possibility that it won’t be
long now until we can go to our favourite restaurants
again, and even before that the return of our high street
shops.
Sarah and I have already been hard at work at our sweet
shop in Hythe, buying masses of fresh new stock and also
building up our new model store in the back. It is nice
when people see us going in and out, they often stop and
say that they are looking forward to shops opening again.
Well with this issue coming out on the last day of March,
we might have sneaked an April Fools article in this
edition, see if you can spot it? The Looker has gained a
certain reputation for our April Fools windup articles over
the past ten years. Last year with the Lockdown being
implemented and a disruption in our print services, we felt
it inappropriate to put one in. But this year we have
decided that it’s time we all had a bit of a giggle.
With the Government looking like they will be stopping
international flights to holiday destinations until June or
July, I was going to write up a fake story about a
Dungeness fisherman who was offering overseas trips

under the name of Hooky Holidays, whereby you get on
the boat at Dungeness, but completely by mistake, they
drop you off on a French Beach, only to return two weeks
later to pick you up and return you to the UK when they
realised the mistake. Or maybe the new venture to build a
second Channel Tunnel from Dymchurch and that the
Parish Council had to abandon the project when they
realised that not only did they not have a long enough
extension lead, but the company that they chose to build
the tunnel had trouble – when they dug down 2 feet the
hole started filling up with water! The chairman of the
council was saying ‘not to worry we still have a huge list of
amazing ideas, to ensure that Dymchurch is forefront on
the global stage!’
Once again, I have written a couple of comment articles,
which I hope will motivate you to reply, I think they may
well cause a bit of controversy and would love to know
your opinions.
It really has been quite a challenge to keep the paper
going over the last 12 months and once again we thank
our superb advertisers, we hope to add a further four
pages as our economy picks up as people start
advertising their businesses again (and with more news
stories, hopefully we won’t need as many of my comment
articles).
With events starting to be organised again, we hope to
reintroduce our ‘What’s On’ page in future issues, so if you
would like to advertise your event, please email:
John@thelooker.co.uk

And as per usual, if you have a story you would like to tell,
you can send it to us : Info@theLooker.co.uk
Or call our office 01797 364837.

Until next time…. Happy Reading,
David & The Looker Team.

Page 8 Page 9

Welcome to edition 271

Editor’s Word



Recycling,
Lets Break It Down
Online shopping has become a lifeline to many, in particular
to those self-isolating at home. With an increase in
packaging, Folkestone & Hythe District Council is
encouraging residents to dispose of cardboard, plastic and
other waste properly.

The majority of recyclable waste can be easily recycled from
home:

Plastic bottles - Squeeze the air out of plastic bottles before
putting the lid back on and placing into the recycling bin.

Paper/cardboard - Break up large paper/cardboard boxes
into smaller pieces that sit within the black box. Paper and
card actually needs to be recycled separately which is why
it’s so important that they aren’t put inside the purple-lidded
recycling bin but instead go in the black box.

Batteries - Batteries can be recycled by placing them in a
clear bag and leaving it on top of your purple recycling bin.

Food Waste - Keep your food waste in the small 5 litre caddy
somewhere inside your home. When your caddy's full, move
your waste out to the food waste bin for
collection. If you live in a flat you'll have a
small caddy and a large communal bin.
Please remember, the council doesn't
collect from small caddies.

Cllr Stuart Peall, Folkestone & Hythe
District Council's Cabinet Member for
Enforcement, Regulatory Services, Waste
& Building Control said: “It is very easy to
throw cardboard in to our recycling bins
without a second thought. However, breaking

down your cardboard into smaller pieces will make much
more space in your bin at home, as well as make it easier for
our crews. Due to the pandemic, many residents are buying
more products online and by following a few simple steps,
small actions can make huge difference”

Cllr Lesley Whybrow, Folkestone & Hythe
District Council's Cabinet Member for the
Environment added: “It’s great to see that
so many residents are recycling.
However, there are many things we can
all do differently to help reduce the impact
waste has on the environment.

“Recycling in the correct way will
always make a big difference. It will help
cut down the amount of contaminated
waste, ensuring a much greater
volume is recycled. However, we
must remember that being mindful of how we purchase and
reuse products will reduce the amount of waste we create to
begin with. So please remember to reduce, reuse and
recycle as much as possible”

If your recycling bins are full or you have large amounts of
cardboard that will not fit in your black box once broken
down, household
waste recycling
centres are also
open across the
district. You can
book and find your
nearest centre on
the Kent County
Council website.

We would also like
to remind residents that used Tetra-Pak cartons should now
be placed in your household waste green-lidded bin. Doing
this will allow it to be used for generating electricity and help
to avoid contaminating recyclable waste. Tetra Pak is
comprised of wood, aluminium and plastic, these different
components are not easily separated by the recycling
process.Pictured right, Cllr. Stuart Peall
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MPKCC Set Sites on being an
Exemplar Green County
Kent County Council’s plans to cut its carbon emissions
have received a major boost with the award of over £21
million in funding.

The Council, has committed to reach net-zero carbon
emissions by 2030 for its own services and buildings with
major energy projects identified as the way to achieve this
goal.

These projects include two solar parks, solar panels on
KCC buildings, further funding for a Maidstone Heat
Network, heat pumps and switching more lights to LED.

Together, these will reduce carbon emissions from KCC’s
estate by 40%, removing 7,097 tonnes of CO2. KCC
successfully reduced carbon emissions by 50% between
2010 and 2020.

KCC Cabinet Member for Environment
Susan Carey said: “This is the best
possible news. The award of these
grants shows the strength of these
projects. It’s also a vote of confidence
in KCC’s ability to deliver at speed.

“Our work on biodiversity, natural
solutions, adaptation to climate
change, to increase active
travel, reduce fuel poverty and
generally make Kent a better
place to live is in addition to
this specific goal of reaching
Net Zero for KCC’s services
and buildings.

“As well as reducing C02, we will be lowering our energy
spend by around £226,000 a year and we will receive an
income from the two solar parks, providing £51 million over
the next 30 years.

“We also expect these projects to stimulate the low carbon
economy in Kent, creating 125 local jobs as well as creating
key development infrastructure to meet future energy
challenges such as security of supply.

“We’re also expecting a further £1.2m for energy saving
projects at Kent’s schools.”

KCC has installed over 1,000 solar panels on buildings
ranging from the Cyclopark in Gravesend to the Highways
Depot at Ashford and over 100 schools.

Last year, a further 1,300 solar panels went into operation at
five KCC buildings taking the total to nearly 2,500.

In July 2020, KCC set an accelerated target of net-zero
emissions by 2030 for its operations and buildings.

The grant money comes from the Public Sector
Decarbonisation Fund from Salix Finance on behalf of the
Department of Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS).

The projects are part of the Kent Environment Strategy
(KES) and the Energy and Low Emissions Strategy (ELES).

This week we mark the anniversary of the first
national COVID lockdown. It’s been a year like no
other, which has affected all of our lives. Our first
thoughts are with the people we have lost to the
coronavirus. Nationally it has claimed the lives of
148,125 people, and in the Folkestone and Hythe
district 408 people have been registered as having
died as a result of contracting COVID-19. These
are the highest death rates for a pandemic since
the outbreak of Spanish flu towards the end of the
First World War.

The crisis has seen a fantastic response from our
NHS and care workers. They have met the
challenge and made sure that all those who
needed treatment and support for COVID have
received it. They have also been at the forefront of
a tremendous vaccination programme that is one of
the leading in the world. Nationally more than
28million people have been vaccinated, including
614,000 in a single day on 19th March. In Kent,
737,000 doses of the vaccine have been
administered. Everyone aged 50 and over can now
book their first vaccine through the national
booking service. Text invitations and letters will be
sent from the national team. You may also receive
invitations from local GP-run services.

Between now and mid-April, the NHS will be
focusing on giving first doses (and second doses if
due) to people aged 50 and over and those who
are clinically vulnerable. There are vaccination
appointments available now and you can book
these online at the nhs.uk website. We are also
seeing the effects of the vaccine programme with
low and falling infection rates across the country.
Locally, the seven-day rolling daily average for
positive covid tests in Folkestone and Hythe is 2.4,
which is its lowest level since 9th October. At its
peak at the end of December, the rolling seven-day
average number of new positive tests was 135.

I would like to thank all of the front-line workers
during the crisis, including teachers and school
staff, bus and railway workers, and the police and
border force. Our local councils have worked hard
to support residents and to co-ordinate the delivery
of services and have been helped by the many
people who have volunteered to work at the
community hubs across the district.

Some people have followed the wonderful example
of Captain Tom Moore and made their own
personal contribution to raise money to support
others during the pandemic. There is one current
example I would like to highlight; which readers can
support now. Andrew Morris is raising money to
support a programme being offered by the
Folkestone Sports Centre for keyworkers,
particularly those who have suffered extreme
stress, anxiety and fatigue as a result of the
pandemic. Andrew is aiming to run and walk 200
miles in March. For every £100 he raises,
Folkestone Sports Centre will add a further £50,
which will fund a 3-month membership for a local
keyworker. You can find out more about the
initiative at Andrew’s ‘Fitness 4 Keyworkers’
fundraising page on gofundme.com

Cllr Lesley Whybrow



New Flood defences at
Lydd Ranges to start soon
As reported in our last issue of The Looker, a new section of
Kent's coastline has been selected as the next site for coastal
flood defences.

The Environment Agency announced
recently that Lydd Ranges will be the
next part of the Folkestone to Cliff End
Strategy. As Conservative Councillor
Tony Hills told The Looker in our last
issue, when he was correcting the
claims by Green Party member
Georgina Trelore, that the whole of the
Marsh would be under water within 20
years.

Cllr Hills has long been fighting for
better sea defences and ever
since our paper started 11 years
ago, explained that the Lydd
ranges are the week link, with
strong winter gales battering the
defences and stating a breach
there could be catastrophic, for the whole Marsh. Which would
then subsequently struggle to be able to discharge the flood water.
Tony explained to us in 2014; “The Marsh is mainly either at sea
level or large parts even below sea level and is as such like a
large dish, if you had a strong spring tide align with a strong storm
and the shingle beach head was broken the Marsh could flood,
one of the first things would be that Lydd would almost become an
island! And once salt water floods farm land it takes years to
recover, so Flood defences I see as one of the biggest issues for
our district.”

The latest planned work set out plans for a series of flood The The

The latest planned work set out plans for a series of flood
defences to manage flood and erosion risks along the Romney
Marsh coastline over the next 100 years, taking the predicted
impacts of climate change into account.

To date £130 million has been invested on flood defences along
the Romney Marsh coastline as part of the strategy with much of
the coastline now having greatly improved flood defences, with a
the risk of flooding in any year reduces to 0.5% or 1 in 200 chance
Hythe Ranges was the latest scheme to be completed as part of
the strategy with work due start at Lydd Ranges in April to further
strengthen existing defences.

Environment Agency chair, Emma Howard Boyd, celebrated these
schemes, and the overall efforts of the agency since 2015.
She said: “The success of this programme is measured in
numbers, 700 projects, 300,000 homes, nearly 600,000 acres of
agricultural land, thousands of businesses and major pieces of
infrastructure, on time and within budget. But the sense of security
these protections bring to people, and the benefits to nature, can’t
easily be demonstrated on a spreadsheet."
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With thanks to Top Banana Banners for the design
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Previous work just along the coast at Broom Hill near Camber

Kent County Councillor Tony Hills

WORKSHOPS
PROGRAMME 2021

Teach Me studios, 3 Cockreed Lane,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8JH

ACRYLIC PAINTING £85.00 15 May, 26 June, 15 August, 25 September
ACRYLIC POURING £85.00 27 June, 26 September
BOTANICAL FABRIC BUNDLE DYING £80.00 4 July
BATH BOMBS, SOAPS, WAX MELTS £65.00 20 November
CHOCOLATE AND PROSECCO £65.00 27 November
COPPER JEWELLERY £65.00 11 July, 14 August
CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING £40.00 21, 27, 28 November
FIMO AND RESIN CAST JEWELLERY £65.00 5 September, 7 November
GIN AND ALCOHOL MAKING £65.00 28 November
GLASS – APPLIQUE 2 MAY (FULLY BOOKED) £85.00 14 August, 6 November.
GLASS - COPPER FOIL £85.00 11 July, 3 October
GLASS – STAINED GLASS PANEL £90.00 3 July, 2 October
GLASS - PAINTING £85.00 31 July
GLASS - FUSING £85.00 15 May, 7 November
LED NEON LIGHT £80.00 19 June, 13 November, 11 December
MOSAICS £85.00 28 August, 9 October
PRINTING – INSPIRED BY PLANTS £80.00 13 June
PRINTING – MIXED RELIEF £80.00 10 October
PRINTING – MAKE OWN SCREEN & PRINT £85.00 19 September
PRINTING – INSPIRED BYWINTER/CHRISTMAS £80.0014 November
SHABBY CHIC/UPCYCLING £65.00 12 September
SILVER CLAY JEWELLERY £90.00 9 May, 4 September
SILVER – INTRO TO SILVERSMITHING £45.00 8 May, 20 November
SILVER – BANGLE WORKSHOP £45.00 13 June, 4 September
SILVER – RING/BANGLE WORKSHOP£95.00 3 July
SILVER CLAY SILVER SMITH COMBO DAY £125.00 5 June, 4 December

MAKE 2021 THE
YEAR YOU LEARN
A NEW ART OR
CRAFT!

CALL 01797364366OR 07770347616VISIT:www.teachmecourses.co.ukBuy a gift voucher at
www.teachmecourses.co.uk

If you and some family or friends would like a bespoke
workshop feauturing any craft, just call us and we can
arrange a special day just for you.

1 – 4Marshall Terrace,
Bleak Road Lydd, TN299AE

Small and private development of fournew, 3 bedroomed homes set ina
wonderful positionin Lydd close to local amenities, shops,schools

Builtby a local family runcompany who pride themselveson quality,
reliabilityand workmanship, consistingof 3 beds, over 3 floors,lounge with

patio door access to rear , gas central heating, downstairsWC,
main bathroom and kitchen.

From £290,000

Available tomove inend ofMay 2021
Freehold

10year structuralwarranty
ThreeBedrooms
One Reception

Main Bathroomand downstairsWC
SlimlineUPVCWindows
Gas CentralHeating

Fittedout to a high standard
Allocated offstreetparking
Externalamenityspace
PredictedEPC rating“B”

Help toBuyAvailable Soon.

Formore informationcontact chris@saintacelandandproperty.com

Or visitwww.kentdevelopments.co.uk formore information
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How the Covid
vaccine could
destroy the EU
dream?

By David Wimble

As you know the debate over Brexit
caused quite a stir over the past decade,
from the outset of the announcement that
we would have a referendum to the
result, and then throughout the following
five years when we were trying to agree
the final ‘deal’.

The office at the Looker had a very
mixed outlook on the ‘Project Europe’
superstate.

I only made my mind up after talking at
length to Lord Digby Jones, who was the
non-political ex-leader of the CBI and,
under Labour, Coalition Tory / Liberal and
Tory Governments, in charge of UK PLC
Export.

He likened the UK to an Olympic athlete,
performing well beyond even our own
expectations, this small island staying in
the top 6 economies in the world. The
problem was that we were in a three-
legged running race and we had Greece
as a running partner, and they had a
broken leg.

I always thought that the European
Common Market was a good thing; a
level playing field to help UK businesses
sell to Europe and vice versa. What I did
not agree with was the ‘United States of
Europe’. Mainly because, for
fundamental reasons, there would be no
polarity between different countries’
political opinions. Some countries would
be communist, some conservative,
others liberal and some with significant
contingents of the far right and far left.

So how can you share a political
ideology, without creating a united states
of Europe?

The one thing the EU does have is a
common currency (thank heavens we did
not opt to join the euro). In the past they
have hidden behind the idea of solidarity
– a ‘stronger together’ idealism (I have
heard that somewhere before?).

But my issue is that the Covid pandemic
has shown the EU’s true colours. In my
opinion the global pandemic could well
be the break-up of the EU.

So let’s ask why?

Firstly (and this is only my opinion) the
way we have handled the Covid crisis is
far from perfect. The Conservative
Government have made mistakes, a lot
of mistakes… you can list them until the
cows come home.

The first priority should have been to
drop the political agendas and have joint
decision making on anything related to
the Covid emergency, just like we have
done in times of war. A total stop to

political point scoring. This was always
going to be far too big an national crisis
to hear the opposition slagging off
Government. Working together would
have been much better.

Secondly we should have had a
lockdown two weeks sooner than we did,
with super-spreader sports events like
the Cheltenham festival cancelled. And
yes we should probably locked our
borders down.

For me the first big thing that Boris got
wrong was that he misjudged public
opinion on Dominic Cummings. As soon
as the Chief Advisor went visiting historic
castles to check out his eyesight he
should have been sacked on the spot.

The other thing they should have
reassessed early on was the way we
counted the statistics, which was always
very different from the methods used by
the rest of the EU. We painted a very
grim story for ourselves, but if you used
the same way of reporting fatalities
across the EU as we did, Germany’s
death rate, for example, would have
been even higher per capita than ours.

So why do I think this could be the
downfall of the European family?

The European Union is in the dangerous
position of insisting that they are better
than us. The recent stoppage of the roll
out of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine is
a prime example.

At a time when we are just starting to
come out of lockdown, our French
neighbours now look like they are
entering a new one; they have only 30%
of the country prepared to except the
vaccine, and only 3% so far have had it
(at the time of writing)

The attempts by Ursula Von der Leyen to
claim that the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine was (in her words) “proven to
cause fatal blood clots” was nothing short
of propaganda (or as I would say, a lie).
The fact that the UK has vaccinated
more people than the whole of the EU
combined, speaks volumes.

Just think, if we had not left the EU like
my former colleague had repeatedly tried
to convince me we should not have, we
would now be governed by their medical
commission’s decisions for rolling out
vaccines. Instead of leading the world in
vaccine roll out, we would only just be
starting our vaccination program now!

What will happen next?

The world banks are warning that they
expect the euro to tumble over the next 6
months and yet the Pound – although not
currently soaring – will undoubtedly
gather pace as we get the benefit of the
‘feel-good factor’ of coming out of
lockdown. However this is by no means
the end of the economic road, there is no
doubt lots of businesses have gone and
will go under, we will have the highest
unemployment for a generation. BUT we
can start to build the economy back
faster, because we will be in a much
stronger place to start from.

So my thoughts are… If the EU cannot
manage a Union-wide vaccine roll out,
how can they be trusted to run a
common currency? They have been
doing so for years you might think, but in
fact the euro has never been at a more
perilous position than now. EU leaders
can only hide the truth of how bad things
are for so long, before ‘the peasants
revolt’ (as former president Donald Tusk
once referred to the people of the EU).

And I think the problem will come, when
our friends in Greece call for a euro zone
bailout, as being requested by Alexis
Tsipras, needing around 20 billion euros

to stop his country’s economy going
under.

The UK leads the world with our
vaccine program, the Guardian claimed
that Brexit was a death cult, and stated
that without the security of the EU
medicines agency, thousands more
Britains would die because we have left
the safe embrace of the European
medical cover…. I say thank god we
did! Re-infection rates are rocketing in
EU countries like Poland, Italy and
Hungry and many of the member states
have said its time to take things into
their own hands. Denmark was one of
the first to start vaccinating their country
on their own terms, because they did
not trust the EU to get this sorted out.
As our local resident, Nigel Farage put
it, they cannot be trusted to run a bath,
let alone a vaccine programme.

But if you keep an eye on the European
tabloid papers, they are also
questioning the way that a group of
people sat in Brussels keep getting it
wrong and trying to prove their point –
those nasty people in the UK have it all
wrong and we have it all under control,
well it’s certainly starting to wear thin.
Many European citizens are now
thinking to hell with the EU… we are
going to sort it out on our own.

Italy’s two largest newspapers, ‘Corriere
della Sera’ and ‘La Republblica’, have
each called for an instant referendum to
leave the EU on the same day. They
shared the same headline (for the first
time in their history) “È ora di lasciare
questo progetto fallito che l'Italia
vuole uscire!” (“It’s time to leave this
failed project… Italy wants out!”). This
is the first time that the European line,
as dictated by Brussels, is being
questioned by individual member states
and is being met with such widespread
disrespect – as deaths are still rising.

The EU is putting out a lot of ‘fake news’
stating that Britain is refusing to export
vaccines, which, as we all know, is a
complete lie and the European people
have started questioning this. The EU
will never admit to this monumental
cock-up and will lash out and try to
blame anybody but themselves.

So, with the break down of solidarity
within the eurozone, the next thing that
will divide member states will be the
currency itself.

With many countries needing financial
bailouts, the northern Europeans ie
Germany, France, The Netherlands and
the UK, have until now always taken a
deep breath and done as requested
(back to my Greek tragedy scenario).

The people are now questioning the
European Commission, the unelected
‘club’ (they don’t like us using the word
quango), as even though we are
starting to see inflation spread across
the northern states, some of the ones in
the south (Greece once again) are
suffering deflation. Which means the
situation is getting worse.

But the next time the Dutch for
example, are asked to put their hands in
their pockets to bail out other failing
economies, I am pretty sure the Dutch
tabloids will say “Genoeg is genoeg –
geen geld meer van ons!” (Enough is
enough – no more money from us!).

So what will happen next? I think that
countries will gradually bail from the
euro and want to back their own
national currencies again, so we will
see a return of the French Franc, the
German Deutschemark, the Portuguese
Escudo, the Spanish Peseta etc. The
problem is that all these currencies
would be based on the countries’
internal wealth and gold reserves to
formulate their worth – which would put
huge strains on the global banking
system. In any time of global meltdown,
investors always look for stability and I
think that with the UK banks and

finance institutions being so secure, my
prediction is that international trade will
opt for the UK. Even America under
Biden is seen to be a little shaky.

So, I am sure that those who voted
‘remain’ will take issue with this
(although they have gone strangely
quiet since the EU have shown their
true colours) but I am sure they will
want to write in and tell me how I have
this all wrong (info@thelooker.co.uk).

But as someone who owns a business
that works all over the world (well it will
do when cruise ships can sail again) I
have many friends in European
countries. At first they thought we were
mad wanting to leave the EU and I am
sure they enjoyed the benefits of our
£15 billion a year we used to pay into it.
But now they are starting to see the
options they too could have. We can
still trade on a level playing field on
many things (although food exports and
fishing rights are still bones of
contention) and we have done over 70
additional trade deals with more being
added on a monthly basis.

There is no doubt that soon we are
going to have to tighten our belts as we
come out of the pandemic, but so too
will everyone else. We will be in a
stronger position to repay the banks for
the billions of Pounds of emergency
spending… stronger certainly than the
Greeks, Romanians etc.

I am now braced, ready for the influx of
emails, some stating I have this all
wrong, maybe some that might want to
agree, or others to express their own
nuanced opinions.

The Looker is your paper, and it is
always open to your letters, or perhaps
you would like to write a column, or
even become a regular contributor?

The increase in ‘Opinion Pieces’ is
only while we wait for normal
activities in the region to return.
They are only my opinions, and
those of the people that I correspond
with from across Europe, but I hope
you enjoy reading them and
weighing up the questions in your
own minds.
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
6 P r i o r y C l o s e , N e w R om n e y

D O M E S T I C & C O M M E R C I A L
S C A F F O L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Free Estimates *CompetitiveRates
24 Hr Emergency Call Out

365 Days A Year
Council Approved Contractor

Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Spreading the
love on
Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day was a little different this year
like so many other events. So, in order to
‘Make a Difference’, 1st New Romney Scout
Group Leaders decided to touch base with
all the youngsters.

Beavers and Cubs received Mother’s Day
Secret Envelopes designed to Make Mums
Smile!!
Scouts and Explorer mums, received
chocolates and our loyal Scouting
supporters received a variety of gifts
including daffodils, biscuits and chocolates.

In total 90 gifts were distributed across the
Marsh in Random Acts of Kindness and
there was so much positive feedback.

Mums commented:

‘What a great idea on the day when we
could not meet our loved ones’.

‘What a lovely surprise’

‘Thank you for treating us on our Special
Day’

Veronica, Group President, commented –
The parents have been so supportive of the
Scouting Adventure this year and we wanted
to thank all the Special Explorer, Scout, Cub
and Beaver Mums who have supported their

children in a variety of challenging
circumstances this year. Our Beaver mums
were so happy after receiving cards and
chocolates. Beaver Amelia, felt very proud
handing over her Mother’s Day gifts. Bertie
and David loved keeping the Secret
Surprise! 1st New Romney Scout Group are
immensely proud of all our youngsters and
their very supportive Scouting families. We
simply can’t wait to return to Face to Face
meetings and continue the Scouting
Adventure.

Photos show delighted Beavers with
their gifts& The Chocolate Run!!

'Memories of New Romney &
Littlestone-on-Sea.

John Wimble would like to thank
everyone who bought the book
recently and helped to raise £1,000
for the Air Ambulance. There are still
a few copies left, so please contact
John on 01797-362295, if you are
interested in a copy.

Car Taggers Arrested
Kent Police have arrested three men in connection with a
spate of vandalism which took place to properties and
parked cars in Folkestone.
Towards the end of February and in early March there were
reports of three properties and around ten vehicles which
were parked in Fernbank Crescent, Marshall Street,
Canterbury Road and Black Bull Road being damaged by
graffiti tagging and spray paint in the early hours of the
morning on 17th March.
Following enquiries into these incidents, on 23rd March the
Kent Police arrested three men from Folkestone ages 19, 21
and 26, on suspicion of criminal damage. These men were
also arrested in relation to two other reports of criminal
damage to a vehicle in Folkestone which took place on 1st
and 21st February. These men have been released on bail
while enquires continue.
Kent Police are calling for any witnesses to the damage to
call the appeal line on 01843 222289 quoting 46/43979/21.
Anyone else whose property or vehicle was damaged who
has not yet informed the Police is asked to report it via 101
or through the Kent Police website at www.kent.police.uk

Refuse Shed Set Alight
It’s noticeable that there has been a spate of vandalism across
the country, and in our district too, during the Covid lockdown
months. In quiet Sandgate, where vandalism rates are often
lower than other areas in the district – property was set ablaze in
Romney Avenue, thought to be caused by vandals.
Early March, and it was around
6 pm when Rose, who lives on
Romney Avenue, noticed that
the refuse shed at the back of
her property had been almost
burned to the ground. Both Andy
and Rose were taken aback
because there had been no
sound outside to indicate
mischief was taking place, and not even the smell of burning to
alert them to what happened – other neighbours also said they
had heard nothing. Andy said they were ‘shocked to see the
damage shed’ and said he was amazed they had not actually
seen the fire itself because he had been in most of the day, and

the refuse shed was close to the back of their house on Romney
Avenue.
By the time Andy and Rose did spot what was left of the refuse
shed, the Fire Brigade had dealt with the blaze and the refuse
shed and bins were left completely burned out, with just the bare
frames of the shed still standing. Andy said “I was surprised that
the tinder dry wooden fences close by hadn’t caught fire, it could
have been much worse, but all you can see now is scorched
hedges”.
It is thought that the fire could have been started by hot embers
left over from a garden BBQ although given the cool early March
temperatures that does seem unlikely – and the worrying
thought is that the fire was started deliberately by vandals
without any thought given to endangering nearby cars, property
or life.
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Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John HarmerFolkestoneWalk Gets

Deserved Recognition
by Jan Holben

Along with some beautiful and well known walks across the country,
including; the Clifftop - Norfolk, Baggy Point - Devon and Holderness
coast - East Yorkshire - one of Folkestone's well known walks also
gets a mention as being a Top Ten UK Coastal Walk.

This district has so much to offer, we have the interesting and varied
coastline along the length of the district, and the beautiful
picturesque downs, running parallel just a few miles inshore.
Anybody who lives here knows how beautiful this area is and how
lucky we are to be able to enjoy it in all seasons. So it is great (or
not, depending on your view about encouraging visitors to this area)
to know that the Hythe to Folkestone walk is recognised as being a
Top Ten coastal walk too.

One of the very special attractions of this walk is that it offers so
much to keep you interested...it starts off along the beautiful Royal
Military canal where you can see swans and ducks paddling in the
water, and banks full of wildlife. As you walk along the canal you can
almost forget you are so close to the seashore – its like a world

apart. Then you cross to Hythe sea front – walking along you can
enjoy the dramatic sea views as you walk towards Sandgate.
In Sandgate you can stop for an ice cream or coffee and cake, there
are lots of good eateries to choose from as well as some quirky
shops to check out. After a short rest you can walk further along the
coast past the brightly coloured new beach huts (those hutters are
just getting their keys and will be excitedly fitting out their huts for
comfort).

If you have children with you it is definitely worth visiting the Lower
Leas Coastal Park free adventure play area – with a chance to
purchase some more coffee and cake from Mermaid Cafe whilst the
kids play. If you are feeling energetic you might want to walk up the
zigzag path where you can see some Triennial art – and when you
walk back down again you will notice the fabulous coastal planting in
the Coastal Park. As you leave the Coastal Park you can’t miss the
iconic and historic Leas Lift (there is a cafe there too) and you will
now join the Board Walk walking towards the Harbour Arm where
you can take in the Channel views and finish by visiting one or more
of the new pop-up bars on the Harbour Arm. You have earned a sit
down – and perhaps another cake.

Top: The Coastguard Cottages at Jury’s Gap, near Camber, with the Lydd Ranges
in the background.

Bottom: The Water Tower at Littlestone was built by H. Tubbs in 1890. It is 120ft high and was used as a lookout tower in
the Second World War. It is now a private residence.
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Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly

We Create
Websites
That Work!

The Looker

£700
web

*Not in conjunction with any other offer

Web Design SEO HOSTING

Contact us to start your new project
info@jmfwebdesign.co.uk

07903 128 399
JMF Web Design is a small Kent based web design
company, specialising in creating bespoke websites
that not only look great but also reach your target
audience. We think big and with our years of
experience, we create everything from elegant
portfolios to online shops. As a result, we pride
ourselves on keeping up to date with latest trends
in the industry and cutting-edge technology.

In addition, each website design that we produce
includes unlimited user logins to allow you as well
as your staff to update and amend the website. All
of our websites are search engine optimised (SEO)
to gain you a high website ranking in Google. Our
Website designs are thoroughly browser tested to
make sure your website looks amazing on every
web browser. Every design that we produce is
ultra-responsive hence why your website will fit
perfectly on all devices from Nokiaʼs to Notebooks
and everything in between.

www.jmfwebdesign.co.uk

Trial By Fire - Cert 15 - Netflix
Based on a true
story Trial by Fire
tells the story of
Cameron Todd
Willingham who
was convicted of
murdering his
three young
daughters.

Our first
impressions of
Willingham lead us
to believe that he
is guilty of murder,
a poor uneducated
white trash male
with a criminal
record and a
violent temper.
Willingham
certainly fits the profile and his love of the satanic side of
heavy metal further is held against him as the
prosecution destroy him in the witness box.

Charged and sentenced to death Willingham finds an
unlikely ally in playwright Elizabeth Gilbert who took an
interest in his case.

Similar in content to Just Mercy, Trial by Fire is a gripping
and compelling watch and an indictment to the American
judicial system. This will, like Just Mercy, leave you
stunned at the outcome of the court case yet you just
know from the onset that someone will be brought to
charge for the shocking tragedy. Yet at the heart of the
story is a beautiful friendship that at times is flirtatious,
always true, but doomed to end in disaster. It is however
a friendship that allows Willingham to find peace with
himself and the world and while there is no happy-ending
we get the sense that Willingham is at last at peace.

English actor Jack Connell (71, Eden Lake, Starred Up)
is excellent as Willingham and ably supported by the
superb Laura Dern (Jurassic Park, Blue Velvet, Twin
Peaks)

This is at times a difficult watch but some of the best films
are.

The Naked Civil Servant - Britbox
I remember the controversy when this was first released
in 1975. John Hurt was superb in the lead role of Quentin

Crisp a homosexual
extrovert who
decided to openly
flounce his sexuality
in a conservative
London in the 30's/
40's.

This is now an
extremely dated
view although still
highly relevant today
in the search for
LGBT rights. Crisp
led a one-man
crusade to be
accepted for his
sexual preference
and outlandish
lifestyle coming up
against a constant
wall of aggressive
ignorance.

Look out for a piece of casting madness with Roger Lloyd
Pack, better known to you and me as Trigger, cast as
Bermondsey Liz and a young Phil Daniels as a teenager. I
also have to confess to producing a large smile as the
Thames TV introduction took me back to my youth.

Twist
Marketed as a re-
telling of the
Charles Dickens
classic Oliver
Twist. I prefer to
think of this as a
lending of the
original premise to
produce a modern-
day heist movie
with a Twist.

Twist is a pleasant
way to spend an
evening but
anyone expecting
'Please Sir, can I
have some more'
will be very
disappointed. Twist
provides a stellar
British cast the
opportunity to have
a bit of fun and
overact along the way and that is exactly what the viewer
should expect simply 'a bit of fun'

Co-Produced by and starring Bulletproof pair Noel Clarke
and an unrecognisable Jason Maza modelling a
contemporary lockdown hairstyle. They are ably supported
by the ever dependable Michael Caine as art dealer and
criminal Fagin, David Walliams, Rita Ora as Dodge and
Lena Headey as a female, but equally as nasty as the
original, Sikes. Special mention for Raff Law as Twist, who
is the absolutely spitting image of his Father Jude Law.

The plot involves the stealing of a painting from the shady
Losberne (Walliams) by Fagin and his gang. There are
several twists (as you would expect) and a few laughs too
and if that sounds like the ideal nights entertainment for
you then you won't be disappointed.

SCOUT LEADERS SAY
THANK-YOU!!

The Leaders from 1st New Romney Scout Group really
appreciate all the hard work Janet and Paul have done
over the last year to keep Scouting ‘alive’ during the
pandemic. As well as helping us to keep in touch with
all our young people, they have worked tirelessly within
the local community. We just wanted to say “THANK
YOU”.

Janet and Paul, in response added their thanks to the
Leaders for their kind words, gifts and all their support over
the past year. They stated:- We are proud to be part of the
New Romney Community, everybody has made a supreme
effort over the last year. There are so many people who
really have gone the extra mile to sustain our local
community. We are proud to be part of Team New
Romney, onwards and upwards – Tomorrow will bring
better opportunities. . . . together we can achieve great
things. . . .
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ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470 675 Dave: 07970804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

This week's trip down memory lane
continues the theme of collectibles and
the progression I made from the 1970
Esso World Cup coins to the legendary
Panini Sticker album. While the Esso
coins was to be a short-lived fad the
Panini sticker craze would last well into,
I'm ashamed to admit, my late twenties.

Founded in 1961 in Modena Italy by the
Panini Brothers they released their first
sticker album, coincidentally, in 1970 for
the World Cup Finals. While the company
have added trading cards to their
catalogue it is the stickers that first
captured my imagination and led to a near
obsession with all things Panini. Before I
begin my trip down memory lane, I would
just reinforce the power of Panini by
telling you that a 1970 World Cup Panini
sticker album signed by Brazilian legend
sold for a record £10,450.

I can remember my first encounter with
Panini started with an older friend, who
was a fully-fledged collector, selling me a
bundle of stickers for 10p. I would hazard
that I was about 10 at the time so we are
talking 1973/4 so while I can remember
how much I paid for my 'starter pack' I
have no recollection what the actual
collection was, possibly the 1974 World
Cup finals? Of course, the stickers were
rendered obsolete without the sticker
album so that was my next task. Whereas
today's youth are enticed with the lure of a
free album and 6 stickers we had to buy
the whole package from start. Album in
one hand and my bundle of stickers in the
other I hastily but carefully began to stick
them in the album, being careful to avoid
the two obvious schoolboy errors that
Panini collectors befell.

The Crease, the slightest crease or
resulting tear would render your album
ruined and therefore was to be avoided at
all costs. Occasionally an ill-fated attempt
to place another sticker on top of the
creased or torn one would leave the
collector in an inconsolable state.

The Wrong Un, it has been known in a
moment of madness to place a sticker in
the wrong place leaving you a) having to
cover up your mistake and resulting in the
necessity for a double stick and b) Having
to find the same sticker again to fill its
correct spot.

Collectors have been to know to try to re-
stick a sticker but almost always to the
detriment of your once untarnished album
and your mental well-being. Others have

been known
to try to
complete
their album
with 2 Gary
Nevilles and
no Phil
Neville but
deep down
you know
you are
cheating
yourself and
besides
there is no
place in Panini for "two Gary Nevilles,
there's never two Gary Nevilles"

If you were fortunate enough to own a
pristine sticker album you were free to
pursue the holy grail but unlike the Esso
coins, there was no quick fix for your next
batch of stickers. I'm sure that kids
everywhere have walked the dog,
washed-up or tidied their bedroom for the
umpteenth time to get funds for their
addiction. Each unopened packet
contained hope and disappointment in
equal measures and as your collection
grew the balance was tipped and
occasionally your dreams literally faded
and died as your hard-earned cash was
exchanged for an entire packet of
doubles. This was a completely
demoralising experience and more so
when you only needed a few stickers.
Panini would later acknowledge the
disappointment of their customers and
when you only needed a few stickers they
allowed you to purchase them directly
from Panini by filling in the sticker request
form that came with your album. The
company have gone one step further now
and have an on-line service which allows
you to purchase your missing stickers but
like I say we didn't have that and we had
to go old school.

Armed with a handful of doubles kids
everywhere would go in search for those

missing stickers to complete the
collection. Playgrounds would be full of
kids racing around in search of a Bryan
Hamilton or Stan Bowles and any
hesitancy could result in a missed
opportunity and a gaping hole in your
collection. The really desperate collectors
would even resort to offering money for
those much-needed stickers, the cash
usually raised through selling a bundle of
doubles that were clogging up pockets. All
so that final piece of the jigsaw could be
completed and you could enter in local
folklore "Have you heard Shelly has

completed the album" I can only liken the
completing of an album to crossing the
finish line of the London Marathon and
with it came a routine that every collector
would be compelled to follow.

The final sticker would be carefully placed
in its final resting place. Once in place you
would run your fingers over to ensure a
smooth surface. A final inspection of the
sticker before inspecting the rest of your
album to ensure no gaps or missing
stickers and that was it. The sad reality of
it was once completed the only time your
album might see the light of day was to be
shown to an envious friend. Once
completed there was only one thing left to
do and that was wait for the next one to
be issued and in time the novelty and
desperation vanished and you handed the
torch to the next generation. That is
until......

I was working at a children's home at the
time when my Panini passion was re-
ignited by a new issue when Panini
decided to issue a Championship edition.
Being a supporter of a club who have only
had a brief flirtation with the top division I
couldn't believe when my beloved Millwall
was initiated into the Panini hall of fame.
Yes, I was late 20's nearing 30 but this
was a once in a lifetime opportunity and
one I was willing to take on. I somehow
managed to initiate several of the children
in the home into the ways of Panini and
would sit at the head of the big oak table
like Don Corleone summoning my
charges to me

"Hey, wadda you got for me"

"I've got Chris Malkin"

"Get in, I'll give you 5 swops for it"

"Done"

Safe to say I not only completed the
Millwall team but I completed the whole
book and for years it sat under the bed.

My Panini obsession finished once I had
completed the Championship edition
perhaps this was my Holy Grail and I no
longer collected Panini stickers although
to this date I never throw the freebies from
the newspaper away. I just can't bring
myself to do it.

By Vince Shelly

Looker Letters

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Hi David,
While I agree completely with the Editor on supporting the
local traders, there was one comment, "We do not want
these spaces turned into houses or charity shops". Definitely
don't want any more charity shops, but are people living in
town centres such a bad thing?

I will always remember my first visit to Paris over 30 years
ago. It was a church exchange visit, and I stayed with a
young couple with a baby, in an apartment in one of those oh
so French, tall thin house with ornate ironwork. I was
captivated with Paris. Such a liveliness, atmosphere, and
vibrancy. Why did our own drab litter strewn capital compare
so badly? My host gave an answer, there are people living
everywhere. I suddenly realised he was correct. There are no
areas of Paris where people do not live. With people come
bakeries, pastry shops, butchers, greengrocers, chemists,
hairdressers, bars, restaurants, schools, and parks, in short
LIFE.

There are huge areas of London, and all cities, where no one
actually lives. In the city where I did my nurse training, the
nurses chaplain ran quite a vibrant, student filled church. But
he only had 14 actual parishioners, because it was in the
middle of the city. Practically no one actually lived there,
apart from nurses in the nurses home.

So maybe a few people, especially families, living in our town
centres would bring life and vitality and a few more shops.
And stop them becoming no go areas, for ordinary people
after dark, with the only signs of life being night clubs, noisy
pubs, antisocial behaviour and policemen in 3s for safety.

Best wishes,
June Gooch.

Dear Looker,
Just wondering if anyone at The Looker has any update on
the seafront development in St Marys Bay, only it doesn’t
seem any further on . The site is a mess with piles of rubbish
and building materials scattered around the site and lots of
half finished bits of work. The original plans show the
buildings finishing in a line level with the end of Jefferson
Lane and the rest of the site landscaped with parking and a
coastal park and at the current rate of progress we are years
off it being finished. Work began on the entrance slip road
last week and this appears to have stopped. Work started by
the footpath and again it has stopped and just looks a mess.
I emailed the parish council who seem to be none the wiser
and Shepway planning department who didn’t reply. I ask not
to be nosy but because I live here and the development
brings nothing to the area as it stands at the moment and I’m
not sure that it will if it ever gets finished. There does at
appear to be a lot of people in the area who are unhappy
about the whole development.

Regards,
Mike Eve.



Basic Gardening
The sun is shining, and the spring flowers are making an
amazing show, and the world is waking up, after a long winter.
So with your new garden, or new enthusiasm for gardening, you
are probably wondering where to start. As I mentioned before,
with a mature garden, don’t do anything drastic, for the first year,
until you see what actually comes up. Even if you only have a
balcony or courtyard, you can still grow a huge amount of plants
in pots.
One little aside. You may not yet have definite tastes about what
you like, but be true to yourself. If you like a plant or effect and it
grows happily in your garden, go with it. Fashions in gardening
change faster than the Paris catwalk! For 50 or 60 years garden
designers have been telling us that colourful bedding plants in
neat rows, are out of fashion, awful and beneath contempt. But
people keep on growing them, so don’t take any notice of
fashion if you like them. They are also the easiest way to get
colour and beauty into your garden. In defiance of fashion, I
have recently dug myself out a new bed just for bedding plants!
Basically there are 3 types of flowering plants you might want to
grow. Annuals, are planted, and grow and die all in the same
year. Bi annuals, are planted one summer, grow to half maturity,
and flower the following summer. Perennials come up every
year, so once they are in the ground, provided nothing affects
them, will come up every summer.

Bedding Plants- mostly Annuals.
There will be masses of bedding plants for sale everywhere
soon, but If you want to grow your own, now is the time to start.
They can be started indoors on a warm windowsill. You will need
a seed tray, or you can use all those disposable tray that have
food in them, after washing them out. Buy some John Innes no 1
or 2 compost, and a few packets of seeds.(But if expense is a
problem, multipurpose compost will do)
Good for beginners are French marigolds, antirrhinums,
Alyssum, Petunias, Sunflowers, and Hollyhocks. Fill your tray
with about an inch and half (4cm)of compost and flatten lightly.
Seeds are different sizes. Eg Antirrhinums are tiny, like dust
particles, so handle them carefully, with a teaspoon, and spread
them evenly across the tray. Marigolds are bigger, and can be
handled individually, so you can put them in neat rows. With
bigger seeds, push them down about quarter of an inch and
cover them.
You will need a small watering can with a fine “rose” (the bit at
the end of spout) Water your tray after planting, and stand it on
newspaper on your windowsill. Plants do need light. Water lightly
every day, but don’t drown them! Hollyhocks and sunflowers
have large seeds and can be planted in individual pots. You can
buy pots cheaply, or use old yoghurt pots etc, but don’t forget to
makes holes in the bottom, with a skewer. If you are on gas, you
can heat it slightly and it makes the holes more easily.
The seeds should begin to show signs of growth in about 10
days. More tips next time, for when your seeds start to grow.
Happy gardening.
Now for vegetables:
Onion sets and shallots.
Although these can take up a fair amount of space, they are
worth growing. Onion sets are actually tiny onions whose growth
has been arrested, and which start to grow when planted. There
are two main types, the flat variety and the round ones. We find
the round ones keep longer. Push into the soil about 6 inches
apart and in rows about 10 inches apart. After several weeks

they will start to produce green shoots. Keep well watered and
hoe between rows to keep weed down. They like a sunny
position. They can be planted now and should be ready for
harvesting once the tops start to go over, usually about the end
of July. When harvesting, lift gently with a fork and allow to dry
out for several weeks by spreading them on racks or trays in the
dry. To store them, remove all loose skins and either tie them in
bunches to hang up or spread out in trays (cardboard ones from
supermarket veg. sections are fine) Warning- home grown
onions are usually far stronger than shop bought ones!
Shallots are treated similarly to onion sets. They are actually a
cluster of small bulbs which grow into clusters of larger bulbs.
Use same spacing as onion sets and keep watered and weeded.
We grow shallots to turn into pickled onions (see article on
pickling in later issue of The Looker) Plant shallots as soon as
possible as they like a long growing season. Lift as for onions
and when dried separate the individual bulbs, peel and preserve.
Great with bread and strong cheese!
Potatoes.
There’s nothing like freshly dug potatoes to accompany a meal,
whether hot or cold!
There are many varieties, which come under the headings of
First and Second Earlies, Maincrop and Salad Potatoes. Sow
first and second earlies now, and maincrop towards end of April
to ensure a succession between July and October. Keep well-
watered.
If you have the space, plant in trenches, well-manured with
compost, about ten to twelve inches deep and rows two feet
apart. Space each potato about twelve to fifteen inches apart.
Once shoots appear, earth them up by using the soil between
rows and supplementing with compost. During summer, the tops
will flower, then go over, this is usually the sign they are reading
to dig up. Try one clump first as a test.
Potatoes can also be planted in large tubs or even plastic sacks,
which is a good way of growing if you have only a patio or small
garden. Support tubs/bags on a wooden palette or a few bricks,
and make holes in the bottom of the container to allow drainage.
Potatoes can be lifted and stored but protect from frost.

By Michael GoochZoe’s Kitchen
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Traditional Hot Cross
Buns
Makes approximately 15
300ml Whole Milk
50g Unsalted Butter
500g Strong White Bread Flour
1tsp Salt
75g Caster Sugar
7g Fast Action or Easy Blend
Yeast
1 Free Range Medium Egg
(lightly beaten)
1tbsp Sunflower Oil
75g Sultanas
50g Mixed Peel
1tsp Ground Cinnamon
75g Plain Flour
3tbsp Apricot Jam
In a saucepan bring the milk to a gentle boil, add the butter, stir
& remove from the heat.
Allow to cool to hand temperature
Place the flour, salt, sugar & yeast in a bowl, make a well
Add the milk mixture & the egg, bringing the ingredients
together to form a sticky dough

On a lightly floured surfaced kneed the dough. Using one hand,
stretch the dough with the heal of your hand, then fold back on
itself. Repeat for 10 minutes, until you have a smooth dough
Lightly oil a bowl & place the dough inside, cover with cling film.
Place in a warm place for I hour
Tip the fruit & spice into the dough & kneed. Transfer to the
oiled bowl, cover again with cling film & return to the warm
place for 1 hour
Pre heat the oven to 220’c
On a lightly floured surface, divide the dough into 15 pieces.
Roll each ball until smooth
Place on a lined baking tray, bake the buns for approximately
20 minutes
In a small pan warm the apricot jam with 1tsp of water
Make the cross mixture by combining the plain flour with
approximately 4-5tbsp of water. Place in a piping bag with a
small plain nozzle
Once the buns are cooked, pipe the mixture over the buns to
represent the cross

Mrs P’s Diary
Hooray. I can now sit legally on a
bench with a friend and have a
take away coffee. It can be a
touch cold and damp and of
course nobody has done
anything, seen anyone or
been anywhere.

There is always Covid to discuss but not a lot
more we can say after a year of isolation and
relative solitude. A man with a mask and
long curly hair greeted me the other day. I did
not have a clue who he was or even if I knew
him. Glancing at his paint stained clothing I
realised he was a member of my drama

group who happens to be a rather good
artist.

But of course even his painting is curtailed
as he is confined to the garden and there are
only so many times one can paint a
hydrangea. With or without flowers.
Moving on I was hollered at by a man up on
scaffolding over a beauty salon. I enquired if
he could do a quick pedicure. Unfortunately,
not was the response. I only have black
paint.

Needs must. I do hope that he is going to
give his hands some attention after doing the
guttering.

The ex charity shop is now being painted in a
rather good shade of green. It is to be called
Roots.

Mr P has moved on from book matches and
is now engrossed in Ebay. I suppose it is too
obvious to hope that he sells them… There
are cardboard boxes all over the house, on
and under the furniture. Glued and unglued.
Very pleased that we have smoke alarms
fitted.

We are still awaiting the arrival of some
disability equipment. Mind you, his next fall
would be cushioned by cardboard.

My paint by numbers scene is coming along.
It is London in the rain. How I long for some
red paint to insert a number 11 bus. I have
green, so maybe a cafe could be added to
the scene!

Public Notice
Goods Vehicle Operators Licence

Mr Wayne Eason Trading as WDE LOGISTICS Ltd.
Of Unit 7 Murston Business Centre, Norman Road, Ashford, Kent. TN23 7AD

Is applying to change an existing licence as follows

To keep an extra 10 goods vehicles and
0 trailers at the operating centre at:

Unit 9, Sycamore Farm,
Mill Bank Lane, Old Romney,

Kent. TN29 9SY
To add an operating centre to keep 0
goods vehicles and 20 trailers at:

HC Wraxhall + Co Ltd,
Dengemarsh Road, Lydd,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

TN29 9JH
To change existing conditions or undertakings applying at the operating centre.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operation Centre(s) who
believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would be effected, should make a

written representation to the Traffic Commissioner at

Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF.

Stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice.
Representors to the applicant at the address given at the top of this notice.
A guide to Making Representations is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Church Round-Up
Growing your own.

Everyone is cheered be the coming spring and the sunshine,
and signs of new growth everywhere. In a year of off/on
lockdown many people have to turned to gardening, and in it
found fulfilment, satisfaction and much improved mental and
physical health, as well as saving money.

Even if you have only a balcony, or a courtyard, it is possible,
to grow much of your fresh food. Many plants have now been
bred for growing in pots and in small spaces.

Tomatoes. Buy a pack of seeds: if you are not familiar with
tomatoes, I would start on the cherry tomato, bush variety.
These do not need any special attention, apart from watering
and making sure they have some sunshine. Buy some
compost, and a seed tray. If money if tight, you can use some
of the plastic trays that fruit comes in. Fill the tray with about
one and half inches (4cm) of compost. Tomato seeds are big
enough to handle, so you can plant them a similar distance
apart, one at time. Cover lightly with compost. Put them on a
sunny windowsill, on a newspaper, and water every day, with
a small watering can with fine “rose” (the bit at end of spout)
A kiddie watering can will do!

Herbs. These can be grown in the ground or in pots from
seed. Most enjoy sunny conditions, and most need to be
watered regularly. Some are perennials (come up every year)
like rosemary and sage, which make little bushes, some
need planting every year. Some like parsley, are technically
annuals, but tend to seed themselves, so you find them
growing every year.

The commonest ones for growing are parsley (flat and curly)
and basil as annuals, and Sage, mint, rosemary and chives
as perennials. Again, as above, start them off in a seed tray,
and when the little shoots start to show, and they are about
2” high, they can be potted on into little individual pots. As
mentioned parsley often seeds itself year after year. On the
other hand basil is very sensitive, and will need planting
every year. As soon as the cold comes in autumn, it will die
off quickly. Once planted in the ground, the perennials will
keep coming each year. Annual herbs can be grown totally
indoors, in pots, as long as they are in a sunny spot and well
watered. Don’t put mint in your garden soil, it is very invasive,
always plant in a big pot.

Fruit Trees. These are now bred to be small, and you can
buy these and prune them to stay small, trained against a
support. You don’t need half an acre to grow fruit any longer!
In fact even professional growers now use these type of trees
for ease of harvesting. Fruit bushes can also be rewarding
and don’t take up much space.

For thoughts on growing potatoes, and other ideas about
“growing your own” see the gardening column.

So if you want to save money and be healthier by “growing
your own” go for it!!

By June Gooch
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10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ
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Marsh Memories Budgeting Tips
Brenzett
Airfield
In 1940, the Hostel at Brenzett was built
to accommodate Land Army Girls and
was soon almost full. Later in the war
when Advanced Landing Grounds
(ALGs) were built on the Marsh, some of
the girls were involved at Brenzett and
the airfield was built in 1943. Two
crossed Sommerfeld Track metal
runways were initially built. Locals
tended to refer to the airfield as
Ivychurch after the name of the nearest
village.
The first unit to arrive at Brenzett was
No 122 Squadron in September 1943
but this was only to relieve pressure on
the nearby ALGs. Its Spitfires stayed
for just two days and the airfield lay
largely unused, aside from further
construction work, until the arrival of No
133 Wing during July 1944. The three
squadrons of this element, two of them
Polish, flew North American Mustangs
to primarily operate against V-1 flying
bombs and destroyed a significant
number of these missiles. From July
to October of 1944, the planes flew
from Brenzett on escort duties, low
level attacks and Doodlebug sorties.

In June 1944, two of the land girls had a
lucky escape when they were cycling
back late in the evening to the hostel
and heard the unmistakable sound of a
Doodlebug approaching. They got off
their bikes and sheltered near to Rhee
Wall Cottages. They were lucky to
survive as the cottages were demolished
by the explosion of the Doodlebug that
had been shot down by a fighter.
The USAAF had also designated the
airfield as Station Number 438 but no
American aircraft were ever based at

Brenzett, and any presence at all proved
negligible. Eventually the Squadrons left
in December the airfield was
derequisitioned. The land quickly
returned to agricultural use during 1945.
Brenzett Aeronautical Museum opened
in 1972 close to the site of the airfield in
buildings that had formerly been used by
the Women’s Land Army. Of the airfield
itself, only a tiny number of giveaway
gaps in fields and minor concrete
bridges across streams in this part of
Romney Marsh remain.

With the coming of Spring, and the approach of Easter, the
most important part of the Christian calendar, some churches
are planning live Services on Easter Sunday. Those known
about are Lydd, Snargate and Romney Marsh Community
Church. These will take place with strict covid controls in
place, with social distancing and compulsory mask wearing.
There will be no singing, or mingling in fellowship, and where
communion is involved, only the wafer.
Most congregations are delighted at the thought of actually
being in the same space as others, after months of internet
services and closed churches. For services in your own
church, see the notices.
At Romney Marsh Community Church, there will be a
limited number of spaces available on Easter Sunday, and the
recorded service will be shown. But of course it can be
paused for prayer or other reasons. The usual recorded
service will take place, because there will not be enough
places for everyone to be present in the building. There will
also recorded YouTube service on Good Friday, with
participation from members of the church. If you would like to
download these services, you can visit the church website
and follow the menu to “Sunday services” and find the correct
date. You can also ring the church office on 01797 366855 for
a direct link.
FOOD BANKS
These are continuing as before, but with a delivery only
service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family
(and it applies to single people and couples, not just people
with children) RING DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager, on
07913 573403, to explain your problem. The food will be
delivered to your home. You can have 3 days supply of dried
and tinned food, and help in other ways, if your problems
need to be referred to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev
Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day
of the food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney, and
Fridays in Lydd.
Warehouse Appeal. For those who are regular donors, the
warehouse is running low. In New Romney, donations can be
left at the community church on North Street, on weekday
mornings. Ring the above number, so the church secretary is
expecting you, and can let you in. You can also ring Debbie’s
number and the food bank can take donations to cover
anything you would like to donate. Pressing needs at the
moment are Cereal, UHT milk, LL fruit juice, pasta sauce,
tinned meat and fish, soups, coffee, Nappies size 5 or 6,
washing tablets, washing up liquid, and toilet rolls. Some
supermarkets also have a donations point for the food bank.
Church chuckle
A preacher was getting enthusiastic in his message to the
congregation about Godly Christian living. He followed up his
sermon with the prayer “God give us all pure hearts, clean
hearts and sweet hearts!”
Wit and Wisdom.
As we think about the anniversary of the first lockdown, a
humorous thought on the days merging into one.
“Until further notice the days of the week are to be called, this
day, that day, other day, someday, yesterday, today and
tomorrow.”




