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Protestors
Bitter Sweet as
hold
District comes out of Lockdown peaceful

Rally in
Folkestone

By David Wimble
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An estimated 100 people in
Folkestone joined in a UK wide
protest against a new crime law
proposed bill that would give
police extra powers to curtail
demonstrations, such as
imposing time and noise limits.
Hundreds of demonstrators
joined marches and rallies
across Britain as part of a

Continued page 3

By David Wimble

those offering take aways, but
restaurants were allowed to open
Last Monday saw the next step in if they offered outdoor eating
the district coming out of
facilities. In the same way that
lockdown, with High Street shops pubs finally opened their doors if
and pubs with beer gardens
they had a beer garden and could
being able to sell their offerings to operate a waiter service.
the public again. But despite the
relaxation, some businesses are One local restaurateur who asked
still being forced to stay closed,
us not to name them told The
which is causing concern
Looker: “Of course we get why
amongst some restaurants and
we had to have a lockdown, but
eateries, fearing that the stringent this staggered opening just does
lockdown rules will mean that
not make much sense to us. We
they may well go under if they
have currently borrowed over
cannot soon trade again.
£80,000 from the bank just to
keep going, the government
Currently many food venues have grants do not come close to
had to remain closed other than covering what we have lost out

on paying rent to our landlord.
We have not been given ‘rent
breaks’ and when you think we
are paying out nearly £5,000 a
month in rent, plus we had a
huge blow when the lockdown
came just before Christmas. Not
only did we lose all our bookings,
which were absolutely full, we
also had all of our food that was
just gifted to staff and friends as it
was all perishable. We still have
to pay all our other overheads,
like electricity and even rental for
our tills and card machines. My
biggest worry is that many of our
staff have had to get other jobs,
Continued page 2
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which is another problem we are facing. I really do not know if
we can hold out one more month.”
It has been widely acknowledged that people are doing things
differently at the moment and some pubs have applied for
licences so that they can serve drinks on the pavement areas
when they only have small beer gardens. And one new
enterprise down at the Folkestone Harbour Arm looks to
capitalise on alfresco dining and drinking with a new dining
experience - complete with palm trees.

"In June, a seafood
space will join the
Pilot beach bar to
compliment this
new venue where
you can wine and
dine whilst soaking
in the sunset."

The harbour arm
has become one of
the biggest tourist
The team behind the successful Harbour Arm will open the
attractions in the
outdoor space, called Beachside, in June. With work already
underway to turn a plot of shingle beach into a beachside dining South East over the
past 3 years and
area, with new seating and a wooden wind break that will
incorporate the existing Pilot bar with a new seafood restaurant. already has a number of food and drink offerings the new
outdoor experience will also feature the ability for with customers
A spokesman for the Harbour Arm said: "In our on-going mission ordering through an online free app which will eliminate queuing.
to reinvent the English Seaside experience, we're launching a
The spokesman added: "In October 2020, we piloted The Goods
truly unique al fresco dining location with palm trees, luxury
Yard as a way to extend our season.
outdoor spaces and an unbeatable vista in all directions.
"Our plan was to create an area that could become a new home
for our traders as autumn turned into winter.
"Now, we're delighted to confirm that The Goods Yard will be
returning in a big way. More traders, more seating, more
experiences."
The Harbour Screen outdoor cinema is also expected to return
in the future, showing a selection of films and sporting events including the Champions League final, the Euros, Wimbledon
and The Open.
A spokesman for the Harbour Arm added: "We’re really looking
forward to welcoming our visitors back, showing them what
we’ve been working on, introduce them to our new venues and
traders, as well as reconnecting them with their old favourites.
It’s going to be an amazing season."

“national weekend of
action” against a
proposed new law
that would give
police extra powers
to curb protests,
including a gathering
in Folkestone on the
Leas, which passed
off with nothing
more than chants of
‘Kill the bill’.

people that will be first to be complaining if we have to go into
another lock-down. There was no social distancing and many
where not wearing masks. If you are doing nothing wrong then
what is the problem with this bill? If you are breaking the law then
you deserve to be punished. Its us the tax payer that ends up
paying, not this ultra-left wing nimby tree huggers!”

The Police, Crime,
Sentencing and
Courts Bill has been
proposed to toughen
measures officers
can take to disperse
demonstrations such as imposing time and noise limits, which campaigners and
activists fear would be used to curb dissent.

The protest in Folkestone was just one of many planned over the
following weeks – after assembling at the Leas Bandstand – a
group of more than 60 marched from the Bandstand to
Folkestone's police station where there was a little speech making
followed by applause from the gathered protesters, who then
made their way home.

Since the bill was brought before parliament last month, there
have been sporadic protests, notably in Bristol, southwest
England, where demonstrations turned violent when officers and a
police station was bombarded with bricks and glass bottles, and
police vehicles set on fire.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson criticised what he described as
“disgraceful attacks” on officers, but protesters have accused
police of using heavy-handed tactics.
A protest in London on Saturday, turned violent as many groups
showed their anger about the bill. Pictures of police being attacked
seemed to have the reverse effect for many members of the
public, with people commenting on Twitter that this was the very
reason why the bill was essential.
Jeff Stevenson one of the national organisers told The Looker:
“There are several provisions in this bill which have got people out
on the streets – not just in London, but up and down England”. He
added “It is being called the national weekend of action.”
On Saturday, climate change group Extinction Rebellion (XR) and
the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement joined other activists for
“kill the bill” rallies at the Rally in Folkestone and other towns and
cities, including Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds and Brighton.
Mark Duncan, one of a crowd of more than 500 marching through
central London, banging drums and chanting said: “The
government are trying to curtail protests – especially BLM and XR
– that is what this bill is all about. We want the clauses in this bill
about protests quashed.” Some senior officers have said the ‘kill
the bill’ tag was deliberately provocative as ‘the bill’ is a nickname
in Britain for the police
Days of protests by Extinction Rebellion paralysed parts of
London in early 2019, action which fuelled calls from some
politicians for the police to be given tougher powers to prevent
excessive disruption.

Demonstrations had not been permitted while a coronavirus
lockdown was in place, but restrictions were eased this week, so
that organised rallies can go ahead providing they are “COVID
secure”. Police warned, “enforcement action will be taken, if
needed, in the interests of public health”.

The organisers of the Folkestone rally, Extinction Rebellion
Thanet, encouraged people to wear masks and stay socially
distanced.
A police spokesperson said: "Kent Police received no formal
notification of a
pre-planned
demonstration
taking place in
Folkestone on April
3, however the
force is aware of
posts advertising a
possible event.
Should any
gatherings take
place, Kent Police
is well resourced to
deal with any
incident of
spontaneous
disorder”. There
were no reported
issues between
officers and the
group – and on
social media some
protesters are
shown actually
having photos taken with the police.
The first Kill the Bill protest in Bristol on March 21 descended into
a riot, with subsequent rallies on March 23 and 26 also ending in
clashes between the police and protesters.
The proposed Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill would
give police in England and Wales more power to impose
conditions on non-violent protests, including those deemed 'too
noisy' or 'a nuisance', with those convicted liable to face fines or
jail terms.

The Looker had a number of e-mails about the
protest, including this from Simone Allan: “I think
that we have the right to protest, that is our
democracy in action, but from what I can see the
bill is designed to stop widespread disruption,
like we saw when the Extinction rebellion group
bought London to a standstill last year. Not only
did this cost the UK tax payer millions in
additional policing, it also caused havoc and
included a faction of anarchist, who were just
there to cause trouble, and undertaking in
physical abuse and damage to property. I don’t
think anyone has anything against peaceful
protest. But when lives are at risk, the police
should have the power to disband groups.”
One local resident who witnessed the march and
asked us not to publish there name said: “So
much for social distancing, these will be the very
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Leisure Centre
Reopens

Community Hubs In
National Spotlight
The way the district’s three community hubs quickly swung into action to
support Folkestone & Hythe residents during the COVID-19 pandemic
has gained national recognition.
Folkestone & Hythe District Council, which set up the Folkestone,
Romney Marsh and Hythe hubs with three local organisations within
hours of the first national lockdown being announced, has been presented
with a certificate of excellence in the iESE Public Sector Transformation
awards.

The Marsh Academy Leisure Centre has opened its
doors to the public again this week, following the latest
lockdown.
The last year has been difficult for everybody but
hopefully we can now look forward to better times
together and the leisure centre hopes to play a role in
helping people with their health and wellbeing. Leisure
Centre Manager, Jason Mahoney, explains: “From
speaking to our customers over the last few months,
what has really struck me is not just how people have
been missing their exercise routines, but also how
much they’ve been missing their gym buddies, exercise
groups and teammates. While we pride ourselves on
offering fantastic facilities, the leisure centre is as much
of a social hub as it is anything else. We can’t wait to
get back on track and we’re looking forward to seeing
familiar faces and to welcoming some new ones too”.
In line with the re-opening roadmap, the leisure centre
will be gradually getting back to normal over the spring
and summer, with all the relevant safety and hygiene
protocols in place. All of its three gyms are now open
and children’s sports are back underway. From the
beginning of May, group exercise classes will
commence and all being well, May 17th should see a
return for adult indoor sport and the reopening of the
sauna and steam rooms. Over the course of the
lockdown, a new dance studio has been created and
the much-anticipated launch of Cinemarsh, Romney
Marsh’s brand-new cinema based at the leisure centre,
will follow as soon as conventions allow.
So, if you’re looking forward to better times ahead, it
might be worth popping by the leisure centre to see
more of what’s on offer.

Hundreds of volunteers were recruited to provide a vital lifeline, initially to
the over 70s who were asked to isolate for 12 weeks, when the pandemic
took hold in the UK. Since March 2020 the voluntary teams have met
nearly 80,000 requests for help, including delivering shopping, collecting
prescriptions, providing hot meals and making welfare check calls.
The council entered the community focus category in the annual iESE
awards which recognised an initiative that does most to reinvigorate the
local community by creating greater resilience, better life chances and
less dependency on public services.
Set up as a response to COVID, the hub approach will continue as a key
part of council provision to improve the health and wellbeing of the
district’s residents, by developing new programmes of activity working
with key stakeholders in the district. Already the hub volunteers have
provided valuable assistance in helping to get the NHS vaccination
programme up and running in the district and helping vulnerable people
suffering extreme hardship through the winter months.
The certificate of excellence was presented at a virtual meeting by iESE
Chief Executive Dr Andrew Larner who said: “Your future plans sound like
a fantastic set of next steps. Like any excellent authority when you have
finished something you put your foot on the accelerator and not on the
brake.”
Joining the online presentation were
representatives from the three hubs – Jon
Wilson from the Romney Marsh Day Centre,
Cleo Smith from Age UK Hythe and
Lyminge and Nick Shaw from Folkestone’s
Three Hills Sports Park.
Jon said: “One of the strengths of
the hub model in the Folkestone
and Hythe district has really
been the fact that the council
has entrusted those in the
voluntary sector across the
three areas to lead in key
areas, using their
connections and networks.

John Wilson
From the Romney Marsh Community Hub

“In the Romney Marsh
area we have been working with parish councils, community and church
groups, Kent County Council community wardens and the Salvation Army,
to name a few. There have been lots or organisations making it happen
which is true not just of Romney Marsh but of the other hub areas too.
“Whilst in other areas it has been a council-centric approach, the real
positive in our district has been the working together and enabling the
voluntary sector to run these hubs with council support and back-up in the
background. It has been an incredible partnership and the value is really
demonstrated in this district.”
Find out more information about the community hubs go to:

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/community-hub
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MAKING
KENTSAFER
665 more Police Officers already recruited
in Kent. Another 145 being added this year,
Kentʼs Police Force is now the biggest than at
any time in its history.
Crime in Kent is falling and there is a clamp
down on anti-social behaviour.
Big expansion of the Team dealing with
County Lines gangs to drive the drugs and
weapons off our streets.
Extra Government support secured for tackling violence and
managing traffic to our ports.

CONSERVATIVES IN KENT

Students crafting
talents are a
thoughtful gift

Landlord fined for
ignoring housing
improvement
notices
She was fined a total of £4,500 for
the offences and ordered to pay
£5,000 costs and a £170 victim
surcharge – bringing the total bill to
£9,760.

A landlord that refused to make
safety improvements at two of her
properties in Folkestone has been
fined nearly £5,000.
Madeleine Scott, of Allfarthing Lane
in London, was served three housing
improvement notices by Folkestone &
Hythe District Council after officers
identified deficiencies at properties
belonging to her in Pavilion Road and
Wiltie Gardens.

A Folkestone & Hythe District Council
spokesperson said: “Our private
sector housing team does not
prosecute lightly – in fact, the last trial
it was involved in before this was
back in 2016 – and only considers
this action as a last resort.

Concerns included the risk of falling
on stairs, falling between levels, and
fire safety. Issues with electrical
problems and excess cold were also
among those identified by officers.

“But when a landlord refuses to work
with us to ensure standards are met,
we will not hesitate in bringing about
criminal proceedings. We hope this
conviction acts as a deterrent to any
But despite repeated reminders from other landlords not taking their
the council and numerous attempts to responsibilities seriously.”
communicate before deciding to seek
“We are working actively to ensure
prosecution, Ms Scott ignored the
notices – contrary to the Housing Act the remaining remedial works are
2004 – and was found guilty of three carried as the health and safety of
our residents remains one of our top
counts at Maidstone Magistrates’
priorities,” a Folkestone & Hythe
Court on 15 March 2021.
District Council spokesperson added.

THEPARTY OF LAW AND ORDER -ONYOUR SIDE

NOPULLING
DOWN OF
MUCH LOVED
STATUES
Defending Kent residents
More visible policing in rural areas
Support for the victims of crime
No PR stunts
-JUST GETTING THE JOB DONE!

Students at The Marsh Academy have once
again come up trumps as they show off their
creative talents by sending beautiful
handmade gifts to the residents at
Sandbanks Lodge Care Home
Hand crafted puzzles, much like jigsaws,
were made from photographs taken by a
student and expertly presented as a game for
residents to play with. Tactile activity boards
of ribbons and buttons, and sensory cushions
were also delivered, perfect for those
residents with dementia.
Liz Tart at Sandbanks Lodge Care Home
says: “We thank the students very much for
going to so much effort and thinking about us
and our residents needs. It means a lot to us,
we shall treasure these items, thank you.”
Belmont Healthcare offers multiple forms of
long, short, respite or day care for those in
need, specialising in care of older person
who lives with Dementia, and other life
changing conditions such as Parkinson’s
disease. Our homes are situated in delightful
settings around the UK.

Advertisement

New RomneyTownElections May 6
OUR PLEDGES TOYOU
Support the HighStreet
Improveour BusServices
Free CarParking
Safer Environment

John Davies

Paul Carey

If you elect uswe will:
Work with the TownCouncilto obtain additional fundingto regenerate our HighSt.
Get more frequent busesbackinto the HighSt. to help disabled andolder membersof our communityto
easily accessshops, banksand chemists
Lobbyfor free car parkingto be extended to cover all CouncilCarParksto support the Post CovidHighSt.
Work with the Police and others to fund andinstall CCTVonthe HighStreet and CarParks
Campaignto retain the A&E in Ashfordand lobbyfor a new Primary Health Centre in New Romney

With your help we can makeNew Romneyeven better
Promoted by Russell Tillson on behalf the Conservative Party, both of F&HCA, 4 West Cliff Gardens, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SP

Use all your votes for Labouron 6May

VOTE

X

Promoted by ChristopherDeane, on behalf ofthe Folkestone and Hythe ConstituencyLabourParty both at 5,Hillside, Street Hythe CT215DL
on behalf of John Davies 12, Imbert Close, New Romney TN288XP and Paul Carey La Villette, Church Road,New Romney TN288EX
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So on to more positive things. Despite having had to throw
hundreds of pounds worth of stock out, not only is our shop ‘restocked’ and ready to go, if you call in to see us, you will notice
that we have moved things around inside and actually taken the
lockdown as a time to both change the layout and the content of
our Sweet Memories shop in Hythe High Street. As well as
adding a new three flavour slush puppy machine, the rear of the
shop is now known as the Kent Model Railway Exchange,
complete with giant train set layout. So we will be very pleased
to see you all again and don’t forget you don’t have to just buy
What a difference a week makes; they say a week is a long time sweets, pop in and let us know all the local news and pick up
in politics. Well, the same could be said about our weather. Last your copy of The Looker.
edition was delivered in weather that would not go amiss in
August let alone the end of March and forward a few days to the You will notice that again we have some advertising for the local
Bank Holiday Monday and I was walking the dog wrapped up in County elections in this edition. We would like to remind you
that we have offered the same deal to all of the political parties
a very warm coat in the snow!
but with only the Labour and Conservative parties utilising the
We have started to get ready and move The Looker office from largest free newspaper in the district, (as one advertiser pointed
out, having an advert in The Looker is cheaper and certainly
my home back into our High Street shop again. Getting the
greener than having leaflets printed and delivered by hand).
shop ready to open up has been challenging and whilst writing
Perhaps some parties are not as Green as they claim?
this edition, it’s so good to see other people starting to gear up
You will also notice that we have again re-introduced our letters
for the re-opening that by the time you read this would have
page, so please let us know your thoughts on all things local and
happened on Monday. The Looker has always been a keen
I hope from the next edition, we will be restarting our ‘What’s On’
supporter of local business and firmly believes that shopping
section. If you have an event planned, let us know, Email:
local is a key part of building a community.
john@thelooker.co.uk
Happy reading and enjoy the spring Sun / Rain / Wind / Snow
When I lived in London a few years ago, you did not know the
name of your next-door neighbour, let alone the other people in (delete as applicable).
David and the team.
the street, and as a result no sense of community. Since
lockdown, we have all succumbed to using home deliveries from
all the major supermarkets and in the last 12 months, Amazon
STOP PRESS
has trebled its organisation and whilst I acknowledge that it is
As we closed for press at lunchtime on Friday, we have just
now so simple to just go online and order from a huge variety
and range of goods, there is nothing like walking into a shop and heard the sad news of the passing of his Royal Highness
Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh.
being welcomed by a smiling sales assistant, who will do what
they can to make sure that they can help you.
The Duke has played a pivotal role within our nation for
Please support the shops in your High Street. The people who
over 70 years, and no matter what your views are on the
run them do it because they care about the community and they Monarchy, he has given many years of service not only to
have had a pretty rough time over the past 12 months, with no
the nation but the whole of the Commonwealth. He served
furlough scheme for them and although there has been a lot help
his country as a leading Naval officer a career he gave up
from the District Council with grants to help offset the loss of
to be a husband and servant to the nation.
income, this for many people does not even cover the rents on
RIP HRH Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh.
the properties.

Welcome to edition 272

Editor’s Word

Full steam ahead as the
R H & D R gears up to
post covid tourism
By David Wimble
One of the South East’s leading tourist attractions has
received a vital boost to help it bounce back to business
following the Covid restrictions of the past year.
The Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway has been
awarded a ‘Recover Fund' Grant and is set to receive up to
£210,000 from second round of the Government’s Culture
Recovery Fund.

The money will help organisations to look ahead to the
spring and summer and plan for reopening and recovery.
After months of closures and cancellations to contain the
virus and save lives, this funding will be a much-needed
helping hand for organisations transitioning back to normal
in the months ahead.
Danny Martin (RH&DR General Manager), said: “Our
railway is held very dear in the hearts and minds of its
customers, its staff and supporters and the community it
serves. The Culture Recovery Fund has ensured we have
survived this most challenging winter in good shape. The
award will ensure we can provide as many services and
great days out as possible from the summer.
Our aim is to work towards welcoming 100,000 visitors over
the course of the rest of this year and for every one of them
to have experienced the nostalgia of steam, seen the
wonders of Romney Marsh and Dungeness and become
engaged by the very special welcome the people of our
railway are famed for. We are all so grateful for this financial
help that makes this possible.”

The RH&DR are among more than 2,700 recipients to
benefit from the latest round of awards from the £1.57 billion
Culture Recovery Fund, which is being seen as a lifeline to
He went on to say: “In addition we're grateful to the RH&DR
many organisations and tourist attractions that have been
Association for the support in writing the bid for this grant
hit very hard over the past year.
and the general support of their trustees.”
This award will be used to keep the railway running and
prepared for a positive season in 2021. Critical to this is
maintaining all the engines, rolling stock, permanent way
and buildings on the unique 94-year-old railway still being
operated by most of the original fleet of locomotives.
The railway has a healthy dedicated group of paid and
volunteer staff who have put there all into ensuring the
railway continues to operate and entertain the hundreds of
thousands of visitors we see each year. This funding will
ensure this team can be kept together, their expertise and
experience can be utilised at its best and the future of the
railway can then be assured.
Nearly £400 million has been awarded to thousands of
cultural organisations across the country including many in
the South East, including Zoo and Wild Animal Parks and in
the latest round of support from the Culture Recovery Fund,
the Culture Secretary announced a further £800 million in
grants and loans has already been awarded to support
almost 3,800 cinemas, performance venues, museums,
heritage sites and other cultural organisations dealing with
the immediate challenges of the coronavirus pandemic.
This brings the Government's total investment across
grants, capital and repayable finance from the Culture
Recovery Fund so far to more than £1.2 billion across
over 5,000 individual cultural and heritage organisations
and sites.

Duncan Wilson, Chief Executive of Historic England, said:
“The value of our heritage sites and the people who run
them has been amply demonstrated, as they have provided
an anchor for so many of us through the dark days of the
last year. Vital grants from the Culture Recovery Fund have
helped them survive and will now help them recover, as the
places we all cherish start to reopen in the months ahead.”
With the railway back and running daily a number of people
took to social media, as the sound sight and smell of the
historic steam masterpieces, have been seen over the past
weeks, as Drivers and staff have been taking part in driver
refamiliarization training runs.
David Wimble Looker editor and District cabinet member for
tourism said: “It’s strange how you take things for granted,
but over the past few weeks hearing the whistles as
locomotives cross road crossings and even the smell of the
coal fired steam engines brings back an emotive smell. I
personally love it and so obviously we are glad that the
Railway have had the financial help they need to go forward
with such a positive programme. During lockdown, the
railway has undertaken many things to keep their
supporters in touch with the day to day running of what is
described as ‘The worlds smallest public railway’, including
interactive video streaming. I hope that with people not
going abroad so much this year the railway will have an
amazing year.”

Right: Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Managing Director Danny Martin
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Catalytic converter
thefts in our
district rise sixfold

noxious gases in a car's exhaust system into
less harmful substances.
Prices have rocketed for rhodium, platinum
and palladium, with palladium selling more
per gram than gold last year.

where the precious metals become
untraceable.

What needs to change, they say, is the
enforcement of a law which was passed in
2013 as a response to the copper thefts
Tracy Howl, a beautician from Folkestone,
which were blighting the rail and power
had her "cat" stolen at Cheriton Tesco’s park networks.
in broad daylight earlier this month.
Car owners are being asked to be extra
She told The Looker “I'd parked in a very
The Scrap Metal Dealers Act was supposed
vigilant as an increase in thefts of catalytic
open car park, I was only in for about half an to deprive metal thieves of an easy market
converts is having a marked rise in our
hour," she said. "Then I switched on my
by banning cash sales and insisting on
district.
engine and the noise coming from the car
much better identity checks on sellers.
Over the easter weekend over 20 cars had
their converters either stolen or attempted to was like a motorbike - I thought the engine
had blown up. Then I spotted there had
Councils were empowered to do inspections
be stolen.
been a clean split through the exhaust and I of licensed dealers and to close down the
The problem with the thefts is that they can knew right away - it dawned on me - I'd been unlicensed operators.
done.
happen so quickly with gangs using
Part of the problem is that thousands of
pneumatic sheers to cut the exhaust pipes in
scrap dealers simply chose to drop out of
seconds. Quite often by the time someone
the licensing scheme when the Scrap Metal
hears a noise being made outside the
Dealers Act came into force.
thieves are already gone.
Many of those, says the industry, are now
those dealers that advertise on the internet
Kent Police are involved in planning and
and buy catalytic converters with no
undertaking intelligence-led operations, at
questions asked.
both the regional and national level, to stop
converters from being stolen, and a senior
Nesil Caliskan, of the Local Government
police official recently said on BBC local
Association, said the Scrap Metal Dealers
news: ‘We recognise the devastating impact
Act had contributed to a drop in metal thefts,
these crimes can have upon the lives of
but said they were on the increase again in
victims’.
part because of rising metal prices.
On Easter Monday other cars in our district
While offences tailed off at the start of
"Councils are targeting their limited
lockdown, anecdotal evidence suggests they included two in Dymchurch, one in New
Romney and two in Lydd-on-Sea.
resources as efficiently as possible and can
are on the rise again – something that is
Rebecca Williams, whose car was attacked take enforcement action where issues are
especially alarming was a report of recent
said: "Something is not being done if they
identified," she said.
spate of thefts from hospital car parks
have
free
rein
like
this.
What
can
change
to
targeting NHS staff.
stop them being sold on?".
The Home Office said the act was still a
powerful tool for the police and local
The reason for the thieves' interest in
authorities, but said it would continue to
catalytic converters - known as cats - is not Senior figures in the scrap industry believe
the stolen "cats" are being passed from
work with the police and industry to see
difficult to understand.
unlicensed scrap collectors to some
what more can be done to stop the thefts.
unscrupulous licensed companies, from
There is a legitimate market for secondhand catalytic converters, which turn the

Lifeline Library’s set to
return to the district
The KCC Mobile Library service is set to return to our district, visiting
your village (or nearby) on a regular basis again on a 4-week cycle.
The information was sent to all Parish and Town councils with
information about the monthly drop off and pickup points being posted
on the KCC Website.
These include: starting from the 11th of May 2021
Brookland
St Marys Bay
St Marys Bay
Greatstone
Lydd on Sea
Dymchurch
Dymchurch

High Street
The Fairway
Bailiffs Sergeant
Dunes Road
Fort Close
Orgarswick Avenue
Brockman Crescent

Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

09:30 - 10:00
10:20 - 10:50
11:15 - 12:25
13:30 - 14:30
14:45 - 15:15
09:45 - 10:45
11:00 - 11:35

During this time, although customers cannot board the mobile library
for browsing due to the current social distancing measures, books
can be returned and collected from outside the mobile library once
it’s arrived. Instead of browsing, books can be ordered from the
online library catalogue or by filing out the mobile library Select and
Collect form.
When reserving books from the catalogue, before submitting the
request the ‘Pickup Location’ has to be set as ‘Mobile Ashford’ to
ensure the books go to the mobile library for collection.
Customers are asked to wear a face covering unless exempt and to
maintain the necessary 2m social distance. If a mobile library visit
has to be cancelled customers will be contacted in the usual way,
so unless they hear otherwise everyone can assume the service is
still running.

kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries

TOWN AND PARISH OF NEW ROMNEY
NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Town Meeting of New
Romney will be held remotely via Zoom on WEDNESDAY 28TH
APRIL 2021 commencing at 7.30 pm.
Such persons only that are registered as Local Government Electors of
the Town of New Romney will be entitled to vote at this Meeting, but the
Meeting will be open to the public during the proceedings unless the
Town Meeting otherwise directs.
Notices of the Meeting, including the nature of the business to be
transacted thereat, will be posted in the Town not less than seven days
before the day of the meeting.
If any Local Government Elector registered in the Parish of New
Romney wishes to raise any agenda item at this meeting, notification of
such must be received by the Town Clerk by 12.00 noon on Wednesday
14th April 2021.
DATED THIS 26TH DAY OF MARCH 2021
The Town Clerk
MRS CATHERINE NEWCOMBE
Town Hall
Town Clerk and Responsible
High Street
Financial Officer
New Romney
Kent TN28 8BT
Email: town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster
The Cultural Recovery Fund created by the
government to provide financial support for cultural
and heritage organisations across the country has
been vital during this year of Covid-19. I was pleased
to see on Good Friday the announcement of further
grants for our area, worth over half a million pounds.
This included over £200,000 for the Romney, Hythe
and Dymchurch railway, over £100,000 for
Folkestone’s live music venue, The Chambers, as
well as grants for the Silver Screen cinema, Screen
South and local arts organisations Strange Cargo,
and Sally Hogarth Studio. All organisations that have
been restricted from opening to the public have seen
a severe reduction to their income as a result of the
social contact rules, and that applies to cultural
organisations as well as other businesses. That’s
why it’s so welcome to see this help being made
available.
From Monday next week, 12 April, there will be a
further easing of the restrictions with outdoor pubs,
shops, gyms and hairdressers re-opening, as we
continue along our roadmap to removing all social
contact restrictions by 21 June. The seven-day
average for the number of new infections from
COVID in Folkestone and Hythe is just two, and on
some days in the last week no new COVID cases
have been reported at all. This is a remarkable
transformation from the situation at the beginning of
the year, made possible by the lockdown and the roll
out of the vaccine. As many countries in Europe are
now entering a major third wave of coronavirus
outbreaks, it really brings home the difference that
the vaccine is making.
The great Spanish flu pandemic in 1918 and ’19 took
more lives in the UK than COVID-19 has, but it came
at a time when the country was exhausted by a world
war, there was no vaccine and little understanding of
how viruses spread. However, it broke out in three
major waves, in spring 1918, then in the winter that
year, and again in the following spring. COVID-19
would so far appear to be following a similar pattern,
so it raises the question as to whether the
coronavirus will have gone by the summer, not to
return. We cannot be certain of this and we can see
that around the world mutations of the virus have
developed and grown. The vaccines tested and
deployed so far have been able to provide protection
against serious covid infection, but it may be,
especially for people in the most vulnerable groups,
that update vaccines and booster jabs may become
an ongoing part of life, just as we have previously
encouraged people to get their annual winter flu jab.
We are fortunate that as a country we have the
resources and infrastructure to deliver this. In the
same way, asking people to maintain an up to date
record of their ‘covid status’, in terms of whether they
have the anti-bodies to protect themselves from the
virus, either because they’ve had had it already, are
vaccinated or have some other natural immunity,
may also need to become something that we have to
get used to. As things return to normal, and in
particular as we see again mass participation events
like football matches and music festivals, we will
need to remain vigilant in case new outbreaks of the
virus occur.
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Local radio in
our district
By David Wimble
As you many of you know, when not
writing The Looker, I have been involved
with radio stations most of my adult
working life. But what you may not know
is that we have had a large number of
radio stations coming from Folkestone,
Hythe and the Romney Marsh.

south coast, his radio output includes
shows & features on BBC Radio York,
UKCountryRadio.com, Offshore Music
Radio, and local station Academy FM.
In March last year, just as we started the
lockdown he started the new station in
Kent - Shoreline FM 100.2, broadcasting
across 100 square miles of Romney
Marsh & Hythe.

Bob told The Looker that the station will
start to grow as the district comes out of
joined TTV as a cameraman, later
lockdown and feature more information on
becoming a researcher, a promoter and a local events.
producer. He later worked as a continuity
Over the years our district has had its own announcer in the late 80's and his duties SHORELINE FM broadcasts across the
were later expanded and he went on to
area on 100.2 FM - 24 HOURS A DAY.
chequered history of broadcasting,
become one of the most familiar voices
It's easy listening all the way and includes
including pirate radio stations, and over
on
Tyne
Tees
Television
and
Granada
great specialist music like the next few editions we will have a look
Television in 80’s and 90s.
at some of the stations that have
9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop Morning
broadcast from our area including Pirate
His radio credentials are also pretty
stations, King Radio, the original Invicta
impressive having formerly broadcast on 12 noon - Sweet Delights
Radio, Wonderful Radio Free Romney,
Shepway Sound and Romney Marsh FM. BBC Radio London, Radio Tees, Pennine 2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy Listening
Radio, Radio Hallam and Radio Aire. He
I decided that we will take a look at some left Radio Aire in 1990 after creating the
Marsh Mellow Music
name
of
its
new
sister
station,
Magic
828.
of these stations and plot a history of
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic & New
broadcasting starting with the latest ‘Legal
Station’ broadcasting on 100.2 FM called He presented country music programmes
Country
on BBC Radio York from the late 1980s
until 2008, including Hot Country which
4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll
was also aired on some of the BBC Local
Radio stations as part of the BBC Night
5 p.m. - Drivetime
Network in the North of England.
The radio broadcasts 24 hours a day and
6 p.m. - Soul & Motown
is the brain child of ex BBC presenter
He was until July 2009, the head of
Bob Preedy.
7 p.m. - Country
Wetherby's Community Radio station
Bob has been involved in broadcasting
Tempo FM, which began broadcasting in
10 p.m. - Dreamland
and media all of his life. He originally
September 2006. Now living on Kent's

Shoreline FM

Wild Animal
Park
questioned
over enclosure
safety

By David Wimble a Gambling impresario. He went on to
became a bookmaker, which at that time
the only gambling permitted by the laws
The world renowned Port Lympne
Reserve near Hythe is being investigated of the United Kingdom was with cash and
credit on the premises of racecourses
after it has been reported that five
and dog tracks, with credit by an account
animals have escaped in 12 months.
with a bookmaker, and on football pools.
Over the years a number of animals have But Aspinal avoided the law by holding
escaped the park including a number of gambling clubs in private houses.
cats along with a tapir, that was then
In his years at Oxford, Aspinall had loved
recaptured. An inspection report of the
the book Nada the Lily by H. Rider
reserve, near Hythe, revealed that a
rusty-spotted cat native to India has still Haggard, about an illegitimate Zulu
prince who
not returned to its enclosure after
lived outside
disappearing last year.
his tribe
among wild
Formal inquiries by the Charity
animals. In
Commission opened into The Aspinall
1956, Aspinall
Foundation and Howletts Wild Animal
moved into an
Trust over "serious concerns about
Eaton Place
governance and financial management".
apartment
with his first
Last year the park was given a
wife. In the
government grant to help maintain the
back garden,
sites, which had been severally effected
Aspinall built a
by the lack of visitors due to the covid 19
garden shed
pandemic and subsequent lockdown.
housing a
A spectacled bear
escaped before
capuchin
It is reported that five escapees were
being recaptured
monkey, a
listed in the latest informal inspection
9-week-old
tiger,
and
two
Himalayan
report for Port Lympne, obtained through
brown bears.
a Freedom of Information request and
reported by the Daily Mail.
Later that year, with proceeds from his
gambling, Aspinall purchased Howletts
On March 5, two female hog deer
country house and estate near
escaped after a fence failed. One was
hurt and had to be put down. This comes Canterbury, Kent. He lived in the house
after last year and a hole made by a rat and set up a private zoo, Howletts Zoo, in
the grounds. In 1973, because of need
led to a rusty-spotted cat escaping its
for further space for his animal collection,
enclosure on July 11.
Aspinall bought Port Lympne near Hythe,
The cat has not been recaptured, but is Kent. He opened Howletts to the public in
1975, and Port Lympne Zoo in 1976. He
regularly spotted in park grounds on
cameras, the park's report said. The rusty embarked on a 10-year programme to
spotted cat is not thought to be harmful to restore Port Lympne Mansion previously
owned by Sir Philip Sassoon. Both
humans and is one of the world’s
smallest cats, roughly between 30cm and Howletts and Port Lympne have been run
35cm in length.
Also in August last year, a spectacled
bear escaped its enclosure into a private
area of the reserve which the public has
no access to.
The bear was returned to its enclosure
within a few minutes but it was reported
that a keeper didn't close a gate properly
and it was tempted back with food
pellets.

With thanks to Top Banana Banners for the design
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Rusty Spotted Cat

Both wild animal parks are firm favourites
with tourists who come to the parks in
their thousands every years, not just to
see the animals but also to learn about
the conservation work carried out by the
Charity, set up by former owner John
Aspinal, who made his money from being

Founder John Aspinal at Play with two tigers

by the John Aspinall Foundation since
1984.
He was described in society as a
‘Colourful Character’ and was very well
acquainted with Lord Luncan. Aspinall
claimed that Lucan, whose 1974
disappearance remains a mystery, had
committed suicide by scuttling his
motorboat and jumping into the English
Channel with a stone tied around his
body. According to the journalist Lynn
Barber, in an interview in 1990 Aspinall
made a slip of the tongue indicating
Lucan had remained Aspinall's friend
beyond the date of the alleged suicide.
Answering allegations published in the
paper, the park stated that it has worked
hard at reintroducing animals to the wild
as one of its key philosophies, and said
in a statement that on every occasion the
relevant authorities were alerted to the
escapes and escape drills take place four
times a year at both parks.
Assurances were given that despite the
escapes, the 1,400 animals across both
its sites – Howletts near Canterbury and
Port Lympne near Hythe, were secure .

FOR SALE
‘SYM’ Auto Scoot
A1 Condition,
Used by a MC Club Member.
Electric Start & Kick Start
Side & Centre Stand
12 inch wheels. Two keys,
Kit store under seat.
Long MOT Only 780 miles from new!
This bike has been stored in the Dry

Call George: 01303 875 193
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undertaken. They forwarded my email to Historic England said they were also
Hythe Town Council, who never replied
until I emailed individual Councillors last
month. I was basically told, it’s too late
now and a shame, we have lost access to
the ranges.
The Liaison officer escalated my
complaint to the Environment Agency in
August, 2020, and I had numerous emails
from them, all from different people and
they must have had a template of it as
they were virtually the same word for
word, but nobody answered the question
For decades, residents at both ends of
about HOW we access and egress the
the MoD Ranges at Hythe have been
able to enjoy the peace and tranquillity of Ranges, especially if the tide comes in
and you get stuck the other side of the
one of the finest walks in the area on
Redoubt?
non-firing days – between Fisherman’s
Eventually I was told that there is an
Beach and the Grand Redoubt Fort,
along a track bounded by the sea on one escape route by the Grand Redoubt
side, and the wild expanse of the Ranges Sluice, but these steps are underwater for
probably 12 hours of the day, so I do not
on the other. Now, following the
know how one escapes when the route is unaware of any objection as they had not
construction of extensive sea defences,
been asked! In fact, they stated they
access to the public at the Fort is now no under water.
would have no objection to the public
longer possible, with the path teasingly
th
On
5
October,
I
emailed
the
Major
in
being allowed to access the foreshore by
locked away behind a padlocked gate.
the top of the Redoubt, and that they
Beach Estate resident Christine Simmons charge of the Ranges, who I must say
has
been
extremely
helpful.
I
asked
why
would work with the MoD to facilitate this
is in spleen-venting mood here, as she
the
gate
could
not
be
unlocked
after
the
and make it safer. I had NO answer from
speaks for the hundreds of locals and
Ranges
finished
firing
when
the
man
puts
the Environment Agency except an
holidaymakers now suffering from
up and takes down the flag right next to it. automated response to say they had
lockout…
He agreed to a “permissive path” being
received my email, but a further email
“For the last four decades I have walked put in place along the top of the Redoubt from them on March 30th, said they were
my dogs along the firing ranges between for non-firing days and the gate being
investigating my concerns - they have
the Grand Redoubt and Fisherman’s
unlocked. I and many others were
been ‘investigating’ my concerns since
Beach, or the beach at Dymchurch.
delighted with this.
July 23rd, 2020!
When the new sea defences were
However, the Environment Agency
The question I continually ask is how a
installed, approximately 18 years ago, the erected railings around the Redoubt
Government Agency can start work and
rocks which were put in place made the
which have now been dismantled, with
totally block an access and egress point
beach between the Redoubt and the first the path now deemed ‘unsafe’
that the public has a right to between low
Martello Tower past New Beach Caravan Environment Agency said they had to be and high tide under the MoD byelaws
park, inaccessible for a large part of the
with no notification or public consultation.
removed as per Historic and Natural
day.
England instructions. I was only told this As the “mission statement” on their web
This was not a problem as the Ranges
site states:
verbally by the workmen who, had
usually finished firing at 16.30 hours most continually told me and others that they
“We work to create better places for
days. Also, they are a quiet and pleasant were putting in a pathway round the top
people and wildlife and support
walk with no road noise. There is plenty
sustainable development”
of the Redoubt for us to access. I asked
of wildlife to see and an abundance of
this question to the Environment Agency If they think that totally blocking a
flora and fauna. So, a much more
by email, and they replied that “as they
recreational area that people have used
pleasant walk. Most people where I live
did not witness this they cannot comment for decades complies to this statement, I
walk the Ranges foreshore for this
on anything said verbally”, implying
and many others beg to differ.
reason.
therefore that we must all be making it
The works are now officially finished, and
In September 2019, workmen began
up!
a video has been put on YouTube made
work on new sea defences along the
I emailed the Chief Executives of Natural by the Environment Agency patting their
stretch of beach from the Redoubt to
England, Historic England, and the
own backs and how wonderful they have
Hythe. We knew nothing about this
Environment Agency on March 18th,
been.
occurring, no notification had been given asking why they were objecting to a
I agree with the way they have
to nearby residents and have not to date. Permissive Path being introduced along
maintained the diversity of the wildlife and
When the workmen informed me that
the top of the Redoubt?
put in place structures to facilitate the
they would be filling the ramp with rocks
Natural England replied that they were
wildlife for posterity - unfortunately the
and would no longer be in use, I wrote
unaware of any objections from them.
residents from the eastern end of
the first of many emails to the
Environment Agency. (23.7.2020) I
received a reply that the Public Liaison
Officer of the contractors would be in
touch.
In short, I had asked what provision had
been made to allow access and egress
to the ranges when the rocks were put in
place. Basically NONE!
I continued to ask this question on behalf
of myself and other residents. I was sent
a leaflet showing what they were going to
do, and it stated that Hythe Town Council
had been notified and had “expressed no
concern” - apparently even though we
are the closest to this work we were not
notified as we are classed as
Dymchurch, not Hythe, and the Redoubt
is approx. 400 yards inside the Hythe
border.
In September, I emailed Dymchurch
Parish Council about this who said they
were totally unaware of any work being

Residents’ fury
at ending of
access to Hythe
Ranges
footpath
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without walking three miles to Hythe and
four-and-a-half miles back along the road.
(Hythe access has not been blocked with
rocks as they have shingle).
The video shows the lovely benches that
the contractors made from the old groynes
with, a family of four looking out to sea.
The same family is then shown walking
along the beach looking at the rock pools
put in place on the new groynes. How
though, did they get from those benches
to the foreshore?! Were they driven to
Hythe or across the ranges because they
certainly did not get on to the beach from
where they were!
As the holiday season will soon be upon
us and many visitors will arrive at New
Beach to find they can no longer access
the Range Foreshore, how long will it be
before there is a major incident?
The Environment Agency has erected
signs saying that people must be aware of
the tides, or they may get trapped. If they
do, they will have to walk three kilometres
(two miles) to Hythe to get off. (Even this
is wrong, it should be three miles!)
If you walk along the beach you will not
see these signs as they are on the sea
Dymchurch cannot get round to see it, and wall by the Grand Redoubt Sluice. I
if they do, run the risk of getting trapped
pointed all this out in one of my many
by the tide and being unable to return

Iconic cottage inspires
new Tweed collection

emails.
As it stands at the moment, we have no
access or egress to the foreshore, the
MoD and Historic England are happy for a
permissive path to be put in place, subject
to funding, which l feel should be funded
by the Environment Agency as they have
had eight months to rectify this, long
before they filled the ramp up with rocks.
I notified the Ramblers Association of the
blocked right of way and the Environment
Agency told them that if anybody gets
trapped by the tide, they must phone the
Ranges and somebody will come and
escort them off or they will have to call
the Coastguard!!
I have worked out that the steps would
only be accessible about once every two
months, when tides and Ranges non-firing
times coincide.
I feel very strongly that the Environment
Agency should step up, admit they made a
mistake, fund a safe path and allow us all
to enjoy the rest of our lives, especially
after the year we have all just been
through.
I and others will not give up on this –
watch this space!”

people were prepared to pay to buy a home on the Dungeness peninsular
was actually having the opposite effect and instead of joining a community,
they were actually pulling it apart and driving local fisherman away, thus
making the area nothing more than a summer holiday residence for the rich.

However, the vibrant cottage has given rise to four new yellow and black
checked tweeds designed by Romney Tweed, a social enterprise based on
the Marsh. Romney Tweed CIC was set up in 2014 and research
It has been described as one of the most photographed homes in Britain.
supported by expertise from within the Yorkshire woollen industry showed
No it’s not Buckingham Palace or a beautiful chocolate box scene in the
that Romney wool, traditionally used in carpets and blankets, could also be
Cotswolds, but a former fisherman’s house bult by local fisherman Charles used to make fine worsted cloth. A collection of Romney Tweed designs
Edward Richardson in 1908’. When it was built the fishing boats were just was marketed in Savile Row and elsewhere in 2015 by a national cloth
a few feet from the house and the bungalow was right on the beach, (now it merchant.
is about a about 100 metres from the sea as the beach is growing year on
year). The bungalow stayed in the Richardson family until 1986 when
In 2018, Romney Tweed moved into premises of its own at Old Romney
Derek Jarman purchased the cottage in Dungeness and he painted the
which are used for design, weaving courses, and sales. In 2019 two
walls in a traditional black tar and painted the windows a vibrant yellow.
designers who had taken part in a Romney Tweed project at Central St.
By David Wimble

The house rose to prominence when Mr Jarman was publicly diagnosed
with the HIV Virus, one of the first celebrities to publicly announce that he
had been diagnosed with what was then a killer disease. After Jarman's
death in 1994, the cottage was bequeathed to his partner Keith Collins and
the house was put up for sale in 2018 after Collins also passed away. A
huge money funding campaign was set up to try and purchase the cottage
with more than £3.5 million raised to rescue the building, which belonged to
artist.

Martins in 2014, produced designs rooted in the Kent landscape for Royal
St. George’s Golf Club. The wool comes from a single breed, often single
flock Romney sheep which have grazed in the area since the 7th century.
Collection designer and Weaver-in-Residence, Rosie Green said: "We are
proud to showcase the Prospect Collection as a love letter to the distinctive
Prospect Cottage and the shingle which surrounds it. The Prospect
Collection honours the resounding legacy of the cottage, in a year when the
notion of home has been so important.”

Romney Tweed, based on a farm in Old Romney, was founded in 2014 by
At the time, some local people called it ‘Jarman’s Folly’ and stated that it
Pat Alston. Prior to the Covid-19 outbreak, it ran courses teaching people
was ludicrous that a building that could have been built from scratch for a
to weave and also runs outreach schools’ projects and design competitions
cost of around £35,000 would sell for such a huge amount of money. Other with college students which are currently being run remotely.
local people stated that the world had gone truly mad and that the prices
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Creative artists exhibit
talent with first step into
brave new world
A collective of local creative talent has taken the first steps
into the brave new post-Covid world with an exhibition of
their exceptional work over the Easter weekend in
Folkestone.

says Stella. “I am hugely enthusiastic about art and culture, so
this was an opportunity for us collectively to get art out there and
make connections.
“It is more than just hanging a picture on a wall - art is a vital part
of our lives which connects people. We are all modest
individuals, who have benefitted from mutual support,
encouragement and inspiration, and we look forward to inspiring
others in the future through our social media outlets - and in real
life at exhibitions!”
Axiom’s inaugural exhibition was appropriately entitled
‘Connexions’. It was the first in what the group hopes will be
many opportunities in the future to display their work, and engage
with art-lovers as well as the wider public locally and across Kent.
Clare Hamilton is another Axiom member, and resident artist at
the Woodshed Gallery who describes herself as an exponent of
work in “clay, paint and type”.
“The Connexions exhibition has proved to be a useful physical
showcase for our collective work for the first time,” says Clare. “It
has spurred a lot of activity on our social media platforms, and
has been the perfect opportunity for us to set a marker down for
promoting our work across the county – especially with the
Folkestone Triennial now taking place from July to November”.
Axiom’s artists now have their sights firmly set on the future.
“We have built the foundations of a solid and supportive working
group of professional creative artists, which we can build on to
provide each other with mutual support, ideas and inspiration, for
the enjoyment and appreciation of others – there is strength in
our unity!” concludes France.

There are four other members of the ‘magnificent seven’ Axiom
artists, and all are from in and around Folkestone, Hythe and
Dover: Mecki Allen (ceramics, jewellery); Jeanette Cook
(glasswork, painting, sculpture); Zel Hunt (contemporary artist,
The recently formed Axiom collective of artists showcased
examples of their work at the Woodshed Gallery, off the Old High photographer) and Bev Saunders (bespoke framing). More news
Street, with the group of seven exhibiting a wide range of creative and information about Axiom’s work can be found on their
disciplines, from sculpture, fused glass and ceramics to abstract Instagram and Facebook pages, or at www.axiomcollective.co.uk.
painting in acrylics, and much more. With Covid regulations still in
place, visitors were only able to view the work through the
Gallery’s window.
Hythe-based France Tetreault - who specialises in extraordinary
and vibrant abstract interpretations of classic rock music –
explained that the collective has come together after meeting
through the Kent Creative cultural organisation.
“There was a core group of us who had met through Kent
Creative, and we continued to meet up socially and support each
other, in particular during lockdown,” says France. “We all had
different, but complementary skills and abilities that we could
bring to the group. We found that we could inspire each other
with support and ideas, but we could see a golden opportunity for
us to market ourselves collectively under the Axiom banner,
whilst still working independently.”
The collective’s brand identity was pulled together by Axiom
member, Stella Chapman, a graphic designer and founder of the
Salt Design branding agency in Hythe.
“The whole process of arriving at the Axiom name ran very
smoothly and we all had an opportunity to pitch in with ideas,”

R.M.W. Scaffolding
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Have you ever wanted to
live in a fortress?
Well now is your chance with the marketing of Martello Tower
No.25 in Dymchurch.
The tower was first sold at auction in 2017 by Clive Emson for a
guide price of £75,000. There was lots of talk about the tower
being turned into a heritage centre, an extreme air B&B and
even a Pizza Parlour.
Despite plans being drawn up, one of the biggest issues is the
fact that there are no utilities connecting the tower to a water
supply or waste drainage. Which one surveyor put at an
estimated price of £100,000 plus 5 years ago.

window openings, together with the provision for three on-site
Nothing has been done to the tower since it was purchased, but parking spaces.
is now being marketed by Savills for a staggering £250,000
The tower, in the Dymchurch Beach Car Park, offers views over
the English Channel, having been built during the Napoleonic
Wars between 1805 and 1809.
Martello Tower No.25, is currently in a state of disrepair.
Although the outside was ‘made good’ around 2012 the whole of
It is one of 27 Martello towers erected along the Kent coast the inside of the tower is believed to have collapsed, so before
and 74 in total along the south coast - to protect the British
anything could be done tonnes of rubble from the floors and
ceilings would have Empire from over sea invasions.
to be removed. But
planning permission Its online description reads: "Martello Tower No.25 was built as
one of a pair (with Martello Tower No.24 to the north) to protect
has already been
the Marshland Sluice, one of the main sluices helping to drain
granted to turn the
Grade II listed tower Romney Marsh.
into a holiday home.
It also states the site "is not suitable for a permanent residential
dwelling due to the lack of an external amenity area".
External alterations
would include added
Will Peppitt, of Savills, said: "This fascinating building offers a
glazed panels and
rare opportunity to create a unique holiday let on the beach, with
uninterrupted views of the coastline. On a clear day you can see
the French coastline too.”

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits
• Eco Funerals available
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley
Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

01797362521• 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6
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Priory Close, New Romney
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Traditional Milky Healing
– Outlawed!
by Jan Holben
One of the most well known childhood remedies which was
used for just about every ailment, the original Milk of Magnesia,
has disappeared from supermarket shelves due to concerns
over safety.
Who doesn’t
remember Mum
getting out that
lovely blue bottle on
hearing complaints
of a hurting tummy?
Milk of Magnesia
has been used
through the
generations for so
many stomach
related problems
including: heartburn,
upset stomach,
constipation and of
course indigestion.
As a child it was
perhaps the only
medicine you didn’t
want to spit out.
And now, as an
adult – hands up
who hasn’t eaten
too much chocolate
or hot cross buns
over Easter, or
perhaps that
takeaway curry was
a bit too hot and
spicy – and looked
into the medicine
cupboard for that
reassuring blue
bottle?
For those of you
who are wondering
why you can’t buy
this beloved British
medicine (it may
only be me) you
probably wont find

any of it in the shops at the moment – because it has been
withdrawn.
This lovely rounded blue bottle of pale cool minty goodness is
said to exceed (by a tiny bit) the maximum limit of sulphates
that can be present in magnesium hydroxide as set by EU.
So there you have it! It will no doubt come back to our shelves
when the manufacturing company has changed the ingredients
to fall into line with the EU directive (and yes, I know that we are
no longer in the EU, but the manufacturer will of course want to
continue selling this popular product across the world and will
therefore comply).
I am advised you can still buy the original formula online for
some ridiculous price (ten times its normal price) – but for now I
thought I would save you the time spent in looking in all the
shops so that you can enjoy the sunshine when it arrives.

Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

Top: A Lifeboat was first stationed at Littlestone near the Water Tower in 1861, and it closed in 1928. In 1966, a new station was
installed further along the coast for a small, lighter inshore Lifeboat.
Bottom: Lydd Football Club was founded in 1885 and play in the First Division of the Southern Counties East Football League. For
many years they played their home matches on The Rype, but moved to The Lindsey Field in 1999.
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Romney Marsh Litter Pickers

Vince
Shelly

By Eric Brown
Introducing our local hero, Mark Williams. Mark grew up in
New Romney with his parents Dave and Sue and sister
Kellie, and they’ve been long term good friends of our family
since the 1970’s.
In 2016 Mark returned
home from Canada and
was appalled and
saddened by the state of
Littlestone Beach. With my
help we successfully
organised a litter pick /
beach clean and this is the
day the idea of Litter
Picking Watch Romney
Marsh was born. This
small event helped plant
the seed in my mind that
has grown into the group
we are today.

and others spread out far and wide across the UK, people the
other side of the British Channel and beyond, Australia,
America and Canada to name just a few watching what we
are up to and hopefully replicating this where they live.

I could never of imagined back then that as a group we would
go on to clear an estimated thirty thousand bags of rubbish
(30,000) and a mountain of debris from our local beaches,
streets and countryside since that first Beach clean back in
2016. It seems that all it takes is a group of dedicated
volunteers with the same mind set ‘they love where they live’
I clearly remember that day and want to help the environment, leaving a cleaner, greener
just after Christmas in
planet for those who follow us when we’ve gone.
2016, particularly as it was such a sunny morning, with blue
skies and the sea was like a mill pond.
As Sir David Attenborough said "How could I look my
grandchildren in the eye and say I knew about this and did
A special thank you to everyone that joined us that morning nothing."
back in December 2016 for that post-Christmas Littlestone
Beach Clean, we couldn't have picked a better morning.
So if you think I’m enthusiastic, you should meet Mark
Williams, if you haven’t, put it on your bucket list now!
We managed to fill well over 50 bags with rubbish that had
found its way up onto the beach. I believe more heavy bags Alternatively follow his page Mark Williams on Facebook and
were left beside various litter bins along the beach as I gave let him inspire you even more with his awareness of what’s
out in excess of 80 refuse bags to the litter pick team of
happening to our planet, our home, a great lad and a great
people that day. Give yourselves a well-deserved pat on the friend.
back for a good job, thank you again.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1891148337838046
Litter Picking Watch now in its fifth year has gone from
strength to strength with approximately 1400 local members

The Man on
The Telly
My Name is Earl
"You know the kind of guy who does nothing but bad things
and then wonders why his life sucks? Well, that was me. Every
time something good happened to me, something bad was
always waiting round the corner: karma. That's when I realised
that I had to change, so I made a list of everything bad I've
ever done and one by one I'm gonna make up for all my
mistakes. I'm just trying to be a better person. My name is Earl.
So began one of the funniest tv shows to come out of the US
of A. It ran for 4 years and gave us 96 episodes over 4
seasons before it was sadly pulled. My Name is Earl is such a
simple idea based on the concept of Karma, do good things
and good things will happen to you. What makes the story
believable is the characters who form part of Americas
underbelly, a strange assortment of petty criminals (Earl,
Donnie, Ralph) the man child (Randy Earl's Brother) the exwife (Joy) the Illegal immigrant (Catalina) Joy's new partner
(Crabman) The town's hooker (Patti) and the wonderfully
named Nescobar-A-Lop-Lop to name a few. The strength of
the story lies in a community that America would deem trailer
trash but a community that you come to love and care about.

episode) but if you've never seen this compelling show there
are currently 5 previous seasons awaiting your viewing
pleasure.
Line of Duty is one of the best British dramas on tv and
certainly one of my favourites of all time alongside Luther,
Life on Mars/Ashes to Ashes, Peaky Blinders, This is
England and Fox (anyone remember this classic from the
80's) Be aware though this show requires 100% attention
and I have often watched it again in the morning to cement
my understanding of what is always a complex plot. I must
also strongly advise against starting or dipping in midseason due to the primary plot which has run throughout the
6 seasons, that of the identity of the mysterious 'H'
Line of Duty follows AC-12 (Anti-corruption unit) under the
leadership of Superintendent Ted Hastings (Adrian Dunbar)
who is ably supported by DS Steve Arnott (Martin
Compston) and DI Kate Fleming (Vicky McClure) who
investigate corruption within the Metropolitan Police. After
watching this series I'm fully competent in 'AC-12 speak'
and know my 'CHIS's' from my 'OCG's' and my 'ARV's' from
my 'UCO's' Then there are the sayings of Ted Hastings head
of AC-12 which have fans waiting in anticipation and
alongside the favourite and oft uttered "Mother of God" such
gems as "Now we're sucking diesel" or "Look we've been
round the houses, Steve, round the houses and down the
bloody drains" but all pale into insignificance against my
personal favourite the introductory "Superintendent
Hastings, like the battle"
I really can't praise this show enough and of course part of
its strength lies in the strong cast which reads like a Who's
Who of British talent and alongside the three strong leads
we have had appearances from Stephen Graham, Gina
McKee, Lennie James, Keeley Hawes, Kelly MacDonald,
Thandie Newton and Daniel Mayes to name but a few. With
a cast so strong you can't fail but add to the mix writer Jed
Mercurio's (A former Hospital Doctor and RAF officer)
talents and it really is a winning recipe.
All I can say is if you haven't seen Line of Duty, where have
you been as you are really missing a fantastic British drama
but like I say, no cheating and Series 1 episode 1 awaits you
on BBC I-Player. Enjoy and thank me later.

At the centre of the plot is Earl Hickey (played by Jason Lee) a
bully, drunk and petty criminal whose luck changes when he
wins $100,000 dollars on a scratch card but gets run over while
celebrating his win and promptly loses the winning ticket. While
lying in his hospital bed Earl discovers the concept of Karma
via a Carson Daly talk show and decides to create a list of
everything, he ever did wrong. Task number 1 complete and he
gets his ticket and fortune back proving his theory of Karma.
Helped and, in equal measures, hindered by his intellectually
challenged Brother Randy, who has a far simpler approach
towards life, which mainly includes the pursuit of the love of his
life Catalina. Earl on the other hand sets out to right his 259
wrongs in the pursuit of happiness.
Earl has several nemeses, none more so than ex-wife Joy who
is a constant thorn in Earl's side and as he seeks redemption
Joy seeks a share of Earl's fortune. Joy is the All-American
trailer trash Queen with complete disdain for the community
that she lives in. Despite this there are rare occasions when
even Earl manages to touch Joy's heart and soul.
Seasons 2 and 3 veers slightly away from the original plot
when Earl finds himself assisting Joy and Catalina then finds
himself in Prison after confessing to Joy's crimes (Randy,
missing Earl, enrols as a prison guard so he can be close to
Earl) The 4th and final series see Earl return to his list and
ends on a cliff-hanger that we sadly never discover the
outcome of.
My Name is Earl is simple viewing but extremely funny. I
guarantee you will find yourself saying "Hey Crabman" every
time Crabman pops up on the screen and likewise "NescobarA-Lop-Lop" You will be touched by Randy and you may even
be induced into the theory of Karma. Whatever happens you
will love My Name is Earl.

Line Of Duty
I will review the current season 6 at its conclusion (shame on
you Auntie Beeb for making us wait weekly for the next
Page 20

Page 21

By Vince Shelly
Today I'm taking you to a particular date

in time, a date that saw the start of a love
affair that is still going strong today.
Today's trip down memory lane takes us
to the 11th May 1971 and Millwall are
playing Chelsea in a testimonial game for
Millwall physio Jack Blackman. At this
time, I had no particular affiliation with
any team but I was leaning towards the
boys from Stamford Bridge after they had
made a big impression on a young 7year-old when beating Leeds in the 1970
cup final. The likes of Peter (The Cat)
Bonetti, Ron (Chopper) Harris, Alan
Hudson and Peter Osgood were
household names and long before
Liverpool's spice boys they had become
the darlings of the Kings Road. So, you
can imagine my excitement when my
next-door neighbour and partner in crime
Billy Payne said his older sisters Pat and
Carol had offered to take us to the game.
This wasn't a "Mum can I go" this was a
"Mum, I'm going" moment. That Tuesday
couldn't come quick enough.
School over and this was the moment, it
was a 7:30 kick-off so I got to stay up late
on a school night. Mum sent me off with a
list of instructions "Hold Pat or Carol's
hand" "Don't wander off" and the most
important one of all "No swearing" I was
entering the infamous and intimidating
Den, home of Millwall FC, The Lions,
everything about the club had an air of
menace and that was before you got to
the reputation of the fans. I had already
heard the stories but couldn't wait to see
for myself. The Den had two main
entrances The Cold Blow Lane, which
was situated amongst the mean streets
of Bermondsey. A maze of alleyways and
identical housing before you hit the
ground. The other entrance was the
Ilderton Road end which involved a long
walk through an unsurfaced car park on
top of a disused railway embankment.
The away fans would take the same
route before forking off right and up the
hill to the sanctuary of the away
enclosure. The home fans continued on
under the railway bridge and on to the
dilapidated turnstiles. This was the route
we took for my first game and my first
thought was who turned the lights off,
that was until we entered the ground and
the pylon floodlights illuminated the New
Cross night.
I don't remember much more other than
being amazed at how high the terraces
were and how loud the fans were. The
first time you hear that Millllllllllllll 'monks
chant' it will guarantee goosebumps. The
records state that Millwall won 3-2 with
goals from Bridges, Possee and Allder
and that I was one of the 12,549 fans in
attendance. I also knew that I had to
support Millwall after all they were better
than Chelsea. I no longer needed Bonetti,
Harris or Osgood I had King, Cripps and
Possee. Sadly, I had to wait 3 months
before my next game (Who plays a
friendly at the end of a season) but I was
now a Millwall fan, besides, as Billy
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pointed out to me, I had to support my
local club which was Millwall. So
began my love of Millwall and in some
respects I yearn for a return to those
early days and some great memories
that will remain forever.

around the turnstiles, yelling 'peanuts'
followed by 'sixpence' and clutching bags
of shelled peanuts the peanut man
provided a vital source of protein for the
terrace-goer. He also provided someone
the unenviable task of clearing the
terraces of piles of peanut shells. That
task usually befell the apprentices who
along with cleaning the star strikers'
boots would also have the pre-season
task of painting the stadium although I
think even, they were spared cleaning the
disgusting toilets, probably to stave off an
outbreak of dysentery amongst their
starlets.

Today's players play on artificially grown
pitches that resemble carpets. Back in
the day players had decent pitches for
maybe 2 or 3 games and then watched
as they slowly deteriorated into mud
baths. By the end of the season 'Spot the
Ball' was replaced by 'Spot the Blade of
Grass' and those teams with nothing to
play developed a love of sand art as they
created their own impromptu designs in
the tonnes of sand that had been
No One Likes Us....
Derek Possee, Millwall's diminutive striker, dropped on the pitches to soak up the
soars above Bill Maddren of Middlesbrough mud. It has been known for both teams to
finish playing in brown and the kit man
Whereas today you can watch an entire would spend his weekends running the
season without moving from your
kit through several washes.
armchair. I had to spend my hard-earned
pocket/part-time job money following the
Lions. The first season ticket I ever
bought was for £11, today that might get
you a warm pint and badly burnt pie.
Occasionally you might get a brief
highlights spot on The Big Match hosted
by the legendary Brian Moore and his
glowing head. Failing that you had to be
there and I usually was. Today I am
restricted to one seat in Block 44 but
back then the whole ground (with the
exception of the away end) was at my
disposal. If memory serves me right, you
could pay a 1-shilling transfer fee which
allowed you access to the seats.
Nowadays only in non-league football
can you 'change ends' to get behind your Today's training grounds are state of the
art but Millwall trained at the local
team but we often did this as we took a
leisurely stroll from the Cold Blow Lane to Deptford Park and a hard session was
followed by a fag and jog back to the
stand and trade pleasantries with the
ground for a shower. Any injuries at
away fans. As young kids we were
always looking for the best spot to allow training on matchday were not treated by
a medical team but by a 60-year-old,
us a good view. Sometimes this would
mean standing at the front, faces pressed chain smoking, physio with a bucket and
sponge. Bloody nose - wet sponge, head
against the cold railings. We also
clambered on to the concrete blocks that injury - wet sponge, broken leg - wet
housed the floodlight pylons to obtain an sponge and run it off. Unlike the post
elevated view. If there wasn't a spot, we covid 7 substitutes, 5 of which you could
use there was only one substitute and it
usually tried balancing on the yellow
didn't matter who got injured they would
crash barriers but more often than not
have to play in the injured players
ended up slipping off them.
position. Today's squads consist of up to
The toilets at The New Den aren't the
40 players back then you could use 12 or
most hygienic but having used the toilets 13 players in a single season.
at the Old Den they would win a hygiene
Today's game has moved with the times
award in comparison. The toilets at the
and I don't think we will ever see a 2-3-5
Cold Blow Lane were housed in a
concrete block which had no roof (saved formation again or an 'inside right' or
on air freshener) Many a time I've stood 'outside left' Neither will we see another
Norman Hunter or Chopper Harris as the
in the pouring rain emptying the old
game moves to non-contact. One thing
bladder while dodging a downpour and
that remains is the passion of the fans
stray droplets from the bloke next door
who after several pints was incapable of and if we've learnt anything from the
Covid situation is that football still needs
navigating the trough. One important
lesson learnt was to never leave it late as fans and having already ordered next
quite often the queue stretched round the seasons season ticket I for one can't wait
to get back. I will always remember
toilet block.
where it all started and the muddy pitches
While the programme seller has survived and hard man and big sprawling terraces
the test of time as has the mobile stall,
will always hold a special place in my
they use, the peanut man hasn't. Located memories.

Looker Letters
Greens of the democratic right of
the people of Hythe to have their
Before the pandemic struck, I would swimming pool is outrageous. Much
make frequent visits to Hythe,
the same is true of the ironic
where the overwhelming majority of presence of Lesley Whybrow as the
residents with whom I talked were
Cabinet spokesman for the
utterly clear in their view that the
Environment at a time when she a
town had waited far too long for a
leading and highly vocal critic of her
decent swimming pool. Now they
own council’s policy on Princes
will finally get their wish as the
Parade.
development of Princes Parade
The people of Hythe were sold
proceeds. Better than that – they
down the river by the Green party in
will have access to a state-of-the-art the 2019 district council elections.
leisure centre, a large public park
They are told that a vote for the
for recreation and play, improved
Greens would put an end to the
walking and cycling connections to Princes Parade development. This
the Royal Military Canal, and an
was a promise that was neither
enhanced wildlife habitat. Indeed,
truthful nor capable of delivery.
he district council’s officers confirm None of this will be lost on the
that this is as ecologically-friendly a electorate. The Green party
project as you could devise.
specialises in a technique known as
Work to deliver the project I am
argument by exhaustion – if you
confident most residents want has
repeat the same thing often enough
already begun. The clearance of
people will believe you and the
trees and vegetation at the North
opponents of your policies will
bank started in March. This work is simply give up out of sheer
needed to prepare sites ready for
boredom. Nothing could be further
the relocation of reptiles from
from the truth, and I have a funny
Princes Parade. Predictably there
feeling that the residents of Hythe
have been protests and
will make rather more informed
demonstrations from the local
political choices on 6th May.
Green party, accompanied by
wholly false claims that the work is Russell Tillson.
illegal under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and that
nesting birds had not been taken
Dear Editor,
into consideration.
Despite all the sound and fury of
I read with some interest your last
Green spokesmen which has gone couple of issues of The Looker, in
on for years through all manner of
particular in the last edition your
meetings, reviews and
observations on Europe.
consultations, the planning
The EU in my opinion have acted
application finally arrived at
totally recklessly in the face of the
Folkestone and Hythe’s planning
Covid-19 crisis.
and licensing committee, where it
Their actions, revolving around not
was the subject of one of the most
being able to administer a vaccine
detailed officer’s reports I have ever across the whole euro region could
read. It was approved by the
prove to be the straw that breaks
committee. The subsequent appeal the camels back.
was unsuccessful. An absurdly
Our son lives in Denmark and the
expensive judicial review met the
frustration with the EU, like the UK,
same fate.
they opted to keep their own
Even after the plans were set in
currency, which will undoubtably
stone, some councillors, who simply help when they also transition away
refused to accept the democratic
from the handcuffs of bureaucracy
verdict, have done everything
that surrounds everything they try to
possible to impede the progress of do in justifying a level playing field.
Princes Parade. Tim Prater, leader Your comments were put with
of the Liberal Democrats, and an
reason and an understanding of the
ally of the Green party, has twice
truths that are hidden behind the
tried unsuccessfully to remove the
Euro walls of power.
funding for the Princes Parade
development from the district
Anne Gardener,
council’s capital programme. So
Hythe.
doubtless we can look forward to
the dismal prospect of future
injunctions, legal challenges and
Dear Editor,
contract scrutiny in a continuing
desperate effort to derail the
Please can I ask The Looker to
project.
point out to people not to park on
The opposition to the development pavements. This seems to be
has degenerated into a farce. Of
happening more and more,
course, it is important that critics
especially in the Littlestone area.
keep a watchful eye on the
Dog walkers, mothers with
affordable housing pledge, the
pushchairs and wheelchair users
enhancement of parkland and the
have to walk in the road to bypass
protection of Seabrook Road from
them which is very dangerous.
an appreciable increase in daily car
journeys as the project progresses. Jennifer Smith,
But the continuing denial by the
Littlestone.

Sterry Funeral Service

Dear Looker,

Proudly serving your local community since 2003
Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Folkestone

Hythe

01303 272 525

01303 264 400

93 Cheriton High Street,
CT19 4HE

41 High Street,
CT21 5AD

•
•
•
•

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Private chapel of rest

•
•
•
•

Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Home visits
Prepaid funeral plans

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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Pelican, but fast and easy to
handle it is also economical to run.
It is considered perfect for
providing young people offshore
sailing – and gives them the
opportunity to learn seamanship
and sailing skills. More than this,
Jan Holben
There was a buzz of excitement on social and similar to the Pelican, sailing
media as local Sandgate people watched aboard TS Royalist with the
a masted sail ship anchored just outside challenge the sea presents gives
the young people a sense of
Sandgate as it headed off in the
achievement, and provides them
Folkestone direction. It’s the Pelican
with critical life skills. For us
everybody said...what a beautiful ship –
standing on the shore – watching
and lots of pictures were posted.
But – after examining the pictures closely, and wondering ‘is that two or three
and after checking with the Wimble (didn’t masts?’ – it is always just a very
beautiful and graceful sight.
realise he was a nautical savant) - I
realise that the pictures causing a stir on
social media – showed two masts, not
three as the Pelican has. The ship
spotted was in fact TS Royalist – a cadet
training ship on it’s way to dock in
Ramsgate harbour. However, that isn’t
the end of the story because the Pelican
has also been spotted in the area,
heading up the channel – so we have
been blessed with the sight of two
beautiful sail ships within a few days of
each other.
The Pelican is a Class A tall ship which
was built in 1946 – although after
reconstruction only the hull remains as
original - with the bulkhead and decks
being part of the reconstruction. The
Pelican, is a square rigger, with a hull
The Royalist of of Sandgate
derived from 19th century French clippers,
with a flared bow, 35 mt in length. A long
poop deck was also added to provide
space and comfort for worldwide
operation.
Pelican has been designed as a sail
training ship, offering young people an
opportunity to acquire skills such as
navigating the ship to her destination,
harness safety, and how to climb the
rigging safely, they will even get to help in
the galley and if they are super lucky they
will scrub the decks too. More than these
skills – the young people will learn how
important teamwork and leadership skills
are – building their confidence, motivation
and problem solving skills along with their
sailing skills.
TS Royalist is a Sea Cadets flagship, its
used as a training brig that takes twentyfour cadets to sea for six day voyages.
The vessel was built during 2014 / 2015
at the Spanish shipyard of Astilleros
Gondan. The design of the brig is based
on large faster yachts, and offers
excellent all-round sailing ability and
The Pelican
performance. Slightly shorter than the

Pelican or
Royalist

Basic Gardening Tips
By Michael Gooch

Jobs for mid April.
This is the last chance to dig up snowdrops, and transplant them,
before they disappear. This is the best way of propagating
snowdrops.
If your new garden is full of traditional daffodils, they are probably
going over by now. Pick all the dead flowers, low down on the stem,
this is called dead heading. The gardening books tell you to do this,
so that the goodness in the growing plant goes back down into the
bulb, rather than making unnecessary seed heads.

Warning There are a lot of bedding plants for sale at present, that
have been raised in a hothouse, but don’t be tempted to put them
out yet, maybe until the end of the month.
Shrubs. It may be you have inherited some overgrown ornamental
shrubs. It is a bit late for pruning, but if they need attention, you can
do it at present. It isn’t a horticultural truth, but my rules for shrubs,
as opposed to trees, is that I need to prune them standing on the
ground, so I keep them small enough to do that! There are rules
about pruning, but most will respond to a good haircut! Use
secateurs and always cut just above a bud.

AND NOW FOR THE VEGETABLES.
LEEKS:
These are a good hardy late Autumn/Winter vegetable, expensive to
buy but cheap to grow.

There are a number of varieties to choose from, I find Musselburgh
a good one. Sow seed sparingly now either outdoors in a row a
quarter inch deep, or in a seed tray/large pot in a greenhouse or
warm space indoors. When the seedlings are about 6 to 8 inches
high, carefully lift and plant out. One way of planting out is to make
holes with a dibber or pointed stick in rows around 10 inches apart,
During the year, when you working in your flower beds you may find with each row about 12 inches apart. Drop each plant into the hole
yourself digging up spring bulbs. These can be left in a tray in a cool and then water in. This allows the leeks to expand. To encourage
growth, some gardeners pinch the top couple of inches off the plant
dark place for replanting in the autumn. Just leave them as you dig
before dropping into the hole. Keep well-watered especially in dry
them up, with all the greenery and soil on them. Don’t cut off fresh
greenery on the saved ones or in the ground. Eventually they plants weather and hoe between rows. Leeks will withstand frost and can
be lifted with a fork once big enough.
in the ground will wilt, and you can tie them down out of the way.
Monty Don will tell you not to do it, but most of us need the space,
LETTUCE
and you need to be able to weed around them.
You are spoilt for choice with so many varieties on the market, even
Daffodils are nice naturalised in a lawn, and when they have “gone ones which you sow in Autumn for winter/spring harvesting. Sow
over” the lawn can be mowed over them. The daffs going over
thinly in rows, and thin out when seedling are about 4 inches high.
usually coincides, with the time when the lawn needs to be mowed
Don’t waste these, they can be used on salads. As the plants grow,
more regularly.
continue to thin out, and you will then have a row of mature lettuce.
Sow in succession every two to three weeks for continuous crop.
Tulips are usually coming into their own as well, now, and make a
Lettuce are very thirsty so keep well-watered. They are also prone to
fantastic display.
snail and slug attack, so use your preferred method to keep these at
Weeding. From now on, weeding will be an ongoing job, which will
bay. If you have cloches, these will help protect lettuce from their
keep you on your toes. Most are obvious, docks, dandelions,
other favourite diners, pigeons!
groundsel, wild parsley, wild garlic, couch grass, buttercups etc. If
You can often buy cut- and- come- again lettuce in supermarkets,
you are doubtful, check with a book, or on the internet. If very tall,
which often come complete with roots in a plastic container. Plant
loosen with a fork first, and then they are best dealt with on your
them out directly into the garden and as you pull off the leaves, more
knees with a small fork. Having sensitive skin, I always use gloves,
will grow.
but it is a personal choice. There is a small yellow flower with tiny
bulbs called celandines, which is quite pretty, but you have to be
If space is a problem, lettuce will thrive in containers on patios or
ruthless with it, or it will take over! The same applies to wild violets.
even a window box.
Bedding plants. If you have started off a few bedding plants in tray,
and they have germinated, you might soon need to “pot them on”
When the seedlings are about 2 and half inches, or 6cm high you
can transplant them into an individual pot. Fill a small pot with
compost, or a divided cell tray. With a pencil, make a hole in the
compost and wiggle it a bit to make the hole bigger. Carefully dig out
your seedling with a teaspoon, taking care not to damage the plant
or roots. They will have 2 seedling leaves, which are quite unlike the
proper leaves, and these are good for handling the baby plant. Try
not to hold the stem. Lower it gently into the prepared hole. Gently,
with your fingers, close the compost around the baby plant. Water
gently with a fine can. It is still too early to plant out, so keep in a
warm light place if you haven’t got a greenhouse
Horticulturally, all the flowers in this family are “Narcissi” But in
general understanding, people tend to call the later ones, with
shallower inner bits to the flower, Narcissi. These are often more
delicate looking, and come later. Many of them will still be coming
into flower, so obviously leave those to be enjoyed.

Computer Maintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?
Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow, or even if it seems dead....
We can help!
ContactThe Computer

People Now for a Free, No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8AS
Shop: 01797 363385 Ali: 07802 470 675 Dave: 07970 804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk
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Marsh Memories
Reliving my memories of
the Marsh
by Martin Allen
As a boy between the ages of 8 and 11 during the early 1960s, I
lived in New Romney. They were amongst the best three years
of my life and I loved the town, the school and everyone I met. I
was very sad, as were my siblings, when my parents decided to
move back to London.
About ten years ago, I went on a motorcycle tour of the Alps. As
the tour was to start from Folkestone, I booked into the Ship
Hotel in New Romney for a couple of days before to allow me
some time to take a trip down memory lane and see the places I
had not visited since 1963. My first visit was to go and see my
old school in Church Lane. I was disappointed to find it was no
longer in use as a school but happy to see that the building still
had a purpose and it looked well maintained.
I crossed the road to St. Nicholas Church and remembered the
words of the vicar at the time I lived here, “The door to my
Church is always open.” I tried the handle and sure enough the
door opened. I was delighted to see the renovations and find
the old place in such wonderful condition. I wandered around
taking photos and found a gentleman warden (Mark Skilbeck)

sitting in the corner by the Altar. I started talking to him and he
proceeded to show me around and explained what had been
achieved. I asked him about the Old School House and he very
kindly explained the history since I left. Later with his wife Liz,
they took me to the Old School and whilst I was taking more
pictures, she looked through the records and found me and my
two sisters in the register. She also found a photo of my class
with Mr. Guppy out teacher. Memories came flooding back and
whilst I couldn’t remember the names of all the kids in the
picture, I certainly remembered their faces. Liz and her husband
showed a great deal of kindness that day and went out of their
way to make the start of my holiday very special.
I explained to them that my father had run the Corner Stores at
the top of The Avenue during our time in New Romney. I
remembered the nice sweets he used to sell and the pasties he
would make in the ‘Rayburn’ on a Tuesday to sell in the shop the
following day. I also remembered that Friday night was ‘Music
Night’ in the Ship Hotel and I would lean out of my bedroom
window and watch the motorbikes arriving whilst listening to the
music coming from the Ship. That is when I first took an interest
in motorbikes and rock n’ roll and was the reason for staying at
the Ship ten years ago. Liz later sent me an old photo and
article about the Corner Stores that had been featured in ‘The
Looker’.
I really enjoyed Liz and Mark’s kindness and they were not only
great ambassadors of the Church and the School, but also of
New Romney itself. They displayed the kindness of the local
people that I remembered from all those years ago.

Church Round-Up
By June Gooch

Most regular church goers, are rejoicing in the fact of being able to go
to our building and meet together for worship from Easter Sunday.
Very constrained, with all the Covid rules in place, and no singing, but a
pleasure just to be in the same space! The details of many churches
are not known, with some parishes still not issuing a magazine, but
look out for notices on your own church, or on the various church
websites.
Brookland, St Augustine. There were services on 4th and 11th, but no
more now until next month.
Fairfield, St Thomas’There was a service on Easter Sunday, and the
next one will be on May 2nd at 10am.
Lydd and Greatstone. Services have recommenced, so see church
notices or the website for exact details.
Romney Marsh Community church, North Street, New Romney.
Services at 10.30am on Sundays have recommenced, again with all
Covid restrictions in place. The recorded service continues to be
posted on YouTube, and the people in the church will be watching and
listening to this service. Which of course can be paused, as it is
recorded. The church attendance is limited to 24 and a place has to be
booked in advance via church office. 01797 366855.
Snargate. St Dunstans.Service have recommenced, and the next one
will be on Sunday, April 25th. at 9am. In complicance with all rules, it is
hoped this will follow the traditional pattern, on 2nd and 4th Sundays. An
Easter morning service was held with a promising attendance, which
was very encouraging.
Finance. Churches in general, especially the Anglican churches, have
suffered huge financial losses. After a year of no fundraising or
collections the whole Diocese is in deep Debt. If you normally give to
your church, please make an effort to continue giving, dropping your
contribution into a church officer, or better still, set up a standing order,
so it can be paid regularly. The future of our traditional parish church
system may be in peril.
FOOD BANKSThese are continuing as before, but with a delivery only
service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it
applies to single people and couples, not just people with children)
RING DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager, on 07913 573403, to explain
your problem. The food will be delivered to your home. You can have 3
days supply of dried and tinned food, and help in other ways, if your
problems need to be referred to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC number
01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd on
01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank, which is
Tuesdays in New Romney, and Fridays in Lydd.
Warehouse Appeal. For those who are regular donors, the warehouse
is running low. In New Romney, donations can be left at the community
church on North Street, on weekday mornings. Ring the above number,
so the church secretary is expecting you, and can let you in. You can
also ring Debbie’s number and the food bank can take donations to
cover anything you would like to donate. Pressing needs at the
moment are Cereal, UHT milk, LL fruit juice, pasta sauce, tinned meat
and fish, soups, coffee, Nappies size 5 or 6, washing tablets, washing
up liquid, toilet rolls, and jam. Some supermarkets also have a
donations point for the food bank.
Church Chuckle. A south London clergyman announced he was
moving to a new parish. He had an advertising leaflet pushed through
his door. It was from a removal firm, and stated “In the last year we
have removed forty South London clergymen to the entire satisfaction
of all concerned!”

Budgeting Tips
Celebration Inflation!
This is one of the things that is happening in modern life!
Every celebration has to be bigger and grander than the
previous year’s effort, and involve spending more money!
Born in the war, or just after, my husband and I didn’t have any
chocolates and sweets for nearly the first decade of our
lives.(hard to imagine for modern youngsters) Easter for us
was our mum allowing us to hard boil an egg in cochineal, and
then drawing faces on them, and having rolling races in the
garden. Apart from the fun, it was to remind us of the stone
rolled away from Jesus’ tomb, before we went off to church in
our new summer clothes. (We were usually perishing cold.
Most Easters, like this one, were rather chilly for summer
clothes!)
Even as an older child, I can’t remember having a chocolate
egg, although my husband can. When our children were small
in 70s and 80s, we bought them an Easter egg, and they often
had one or two more from relatives. We also had a special
dinner on Easter Sunday, and hot cross buns. But that was our
Easter celebration, and we all enjoyed it very much. (In fact
when they were older, we gave them the option of a slab of
chocolate, and /or money. They usually chose the slab as
much better value, or the money)
What is life about? If you asked people what they want most in
life, “happiness” might be high on their lists. I often think that
when we see the mountains of confectionary and treats that fill
our shops at Easter and Christmas in a consumer frenzy. Do
we need a choice of 500 chocolate treats and eggs to be
happy? Are modern children any happier with all this choice of
treats? It is very doubtful. It is certainly no good for our
waistlines, and children’s teeth. Why do we get caught up in
this feeding frenzy like starving animals in a zoo?
There is a programme on TV by Ben Fogle, called “New Lives
in the wild” He follows the story of people who have got fed up
with the frenzied consumerism and rat race of modern life, and
gone to live somewhere wild and remote. But you don’t have
to go and live on a Scottish Island to get away from the
hysteria, just think carefully about what you need to buy. We
all like our treats, it is part of human nature, to break up the
humdrum of everyday life. But spend moderately, and enjoy
your modest treats.
It works for all special moments, and don’t feel you have to
spend vast amounts of money, because the option is there in
the shops! What has happened to hot cross buns? Suddenly
you can get every flavour you can think of, and some that no
one has thought of! Are there not enough options for cake in
existence already?
I always told the family NOT to buy flowers and plants on
Valentine’s Day or Mothering Sunday, when they will be at
inflated prices, and mass raised in hot houses, and wilt within
48 hours! A small gift is always appreciated, a book or a DVD
or CD, which you will have permanently.
So for the next celebration, decide you are NOT going to be
part of the “Celebration Inflation” movement. You can apply
the thoughts to general seasonal eating as well. Keep treats
like strawberries and raspberries, for the season when the
English ones are available. Look out for a red tractor or Union
flag on fresh produce from the UK. If you are beginning to be
aware of travel miles, it will help the environment. You will get
just as much pleasure, if not more, from your treats.
“Enjoy the small things of life, and you will be happy, because
there are so many of them! Anon

Wit and Wisdom. Happiness is means of travel, not a destination.
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CINQUE PORTS ARMS NEW ROMNEY
WELCOME YOU BACK TO OUR COVERED
BEER GARDEN FROM 12TH APRIL 2021

NEW QR CODE FOR ORDERING
NEW SUMMER MENU
NEW BBQ/HOT PLATE TABLES (PRE BOOK ONLY)
NEW SHARING PLATTERS
NEW SATURDAY BREAKFAST CLUB
CONTACT US ON 01797 361894 OR FACEBOOK
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR BOOKINGS

