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Huts Over Houses

Government
report
slams
Barracks

By David Wimble
The Governments long awaited
report into the Napier Barracks
in Cheriton for Asylum seeker
accommodation has been
slammed in a full report of
failings at the camp.
The Barracks in Folkestone was
re-purposed as housing to cope
with a rise in attempted illegal
crossings in an attempt to deal
with the growing number of
migrants, entering the country.
At the time the government
announced that the centre
would be used, none ofP___age
the
local authorities were consulted,
which lead to some very heated
conversations with the home
office from council leaders.
At a time when many people
thought that the Barracks were

Continued page 3

When Folkestone & Hythe District
Council wanted to transform a
beachside car park into a new
housing development, local
residents were incensed. The
land had previously been
identified as a site suitable for
building around 20 new beach
front houses, but this was turned
down despite having planning
officers’ recommendations for the
proposal at a planning meeting
last year.

stood for election, I promised I
would try everything I could to
stop building on this car park, in
fact I stated that instead of
building houses, the council
should actively go out of its way
to improve the current car park
and make it fit for purpose. When
I was busy canvassing for votes,
it was one of the main promises I
made. Some local residents
claimed that I was wasting my
time and that the previous
councillor tried and failed to stop
The development would have
the building. But working with
brought in around a million
New Romney Town Councillor
pounds to the Council. Looker
Russel Tillson, we built a strong
Editor and District Councillor
case that the site was not suitable
David Wimble explained: “When I for a housing development, and I

believe that going forward, long
term investment in the car park
along with beach huts and
possibly a kiosk shop or two,
would be an ideal way to attract
more visitors to the district.”
Cllr Wimble informed the Town
Council of his vision for the beach
huts and it was met with a very
positive response.
The Council propose adding
between 70 and 100 new huts to
land in front of Coast Drive car
park. The huts would be similar
in appearance to the new wooden
beach huts which were recently
installed between Folkestone and
Continued page 2
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of ‘residents’ another group were transferred to the centre last
week. Concerns have been raised as asylum seekers are
moved from hotels to the former military base, which was
criticised in the inspection inspection as being filthy and
unsuitable.

Sandgate. At the time a big row broke out when it became clear
that the Council was planning to replace the historic huts and
replace them with new huts. But since the first huts where
installed, all have been very quickly snapped up and there is
now a waiting list of over 500 people wanting a beach hut by the
sea.
Mayor of New Romney, Cllr Paul Thomas, agreed that the huts
were in great demand and he supports the proposal, adding that
there are already hundreds of people on the waiting list for a hut
at Littlestone.
He said: "This is great news. We fully support the FHDC
approach to increase tourism in the area. The design would be
similar to that used in Folkestone, which has been very well
received. These beach huts will complement the ones currently
operated by NRTC in the beach area."
As well as the new chalets, Cllr Wimble explained: “I hope that
we can also install one or two kiosk shops that would be
available for local businesses to tender for, selling ice creams
and beach food along with the usual buckets and spades. Now
is the time we should invest in our district to make it fit for
purpose and welcoming to visitors. I am just really glad that by
working with officers the Council have gone along with my
vision.”
Local resident Martin Chamberlain said: “In theory it seems a
good idea. It would encourage tourism and help local
businesses and would be nice to see more vibrancy and life in
the area.” Seafront resident Tony Davies, who’s house is
adjacent to the carpark, is in full support of the proposal.
“Obviously the carpark as it stands is a wasted opportunity for
the area, but currently it’s also a blot on the landscape, full of
potholes and barely maintained. I’m really pleased that the
Council are listening to such a positive plan, which will not only
encourage visitors to the area, but brighten up and improve the
feeling of the place for residents too.”

– Home Office communication with asylum seekers was “poor”
and the “dearth of official information gave rise to
misunderstandings and rumours, which had a negative effect on
individuals and the collective mood”.
– The lack of privacy, activities and limited information available
for asylum seekers had a “corrosive effect on residents’ morale
and mental health”.
– Some asylum seekers believed to be children were kept at the
barracks for long periods of time before being placed with social
services. In one instance, this was for more than two months.
– Staff – who were mainly security guards with backgrounds in
nightclub, hotel and retail security or personal protection – were
seen to be pleasant and respectful towards the asylum seekers
but were “ill-equipped” to deal with the complex problems they
faced.

How the new Folkestone beach huts look with
similar being proposed for the Greatstone site
A spokesman for FHDC said: “Following the success of the
renovation and installation of new beach huts on Folkestone
seafront the Council is looking at other sites across the district to
increase our beach hut and tourism offering. Coast Drive is one
of the sites that officers are currently considering.”
Last year, plans to build 20 new houses in the Coast Drive car
park were rejected by members of FHDC's planning committee.
Objectors said the scheme would have an impact on
neighbours, the environment and tourism, as essential beach
car parking spaces would be lost.
It is hoped that if the huts do go ahead then they will be painted
in bright, vibrant colours similar to the ones at Folkestone, which
make up part of an art instillation of the fifth triennial being held
in the town, which kicks off in the summer.
It is envisaged that work in Greatstone could start in the autumn
when the carpark is not so busy with tourists.

Maddie Harris, from the Human for Rights Network, said 45
people moved to Napier Barracks in Kent on Friday from hotels
in London and Eastbourne, with 25 more expected on Tuesday.
The Home Office said improvements had been made and
Napier was safe. But this coincided with more people arriving at
Dover after Channel crossings.
The Home Office told The Looker: ‘UK authorities dealt with 40
people who tried to cross the Channel in three boats on
Tuesday’. But it has not confirmed numbers of people who are
housed at the barracks.
Ms Harris raised concerns about a lack of Covid testing,
continued use of dormitory accommodation that was criticised
by inspectors, inadequate sleeping facilities, immediate
deterioration in residents' wellbeing, and fears that between 360
and 400 men would be housed at the site, even though capacity
has reduced.
Wednesday saw the beginning of a High Court case, being
raised by six asylum seekers who stayed in the more than
100-year-old buildings.
As part of the body of evidence, the Independent Chief
Inspector of Borders and Immigration (ICIBI) and Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) issued a full report into
conditions at the camp which highlighted many failings.
The High Court heard the housing was "unsafe”, with six asylum
seekers who had previously stayed there describing the
conditions as “appalling".
An inability to maintain Covid-safe conditions saw almost 200
people test positive during an outbreak at the barracks in
January and February.
The report stated: “There were fundamental failures of
leadership and planning by the Home Office, which had led to
dangerous shortcomings in the nature of the accommodation
and poor experiences for the residents”.
Staff from the department “were rarely present at either site”
and managers at both sites lacked “the experience and skills to
run large-scale communal accommodation,” it added.
Among other findings, the report highlighted the following
issues:
– The accommodation was “inadequate” and “unsuitable”.
– There were “serious safeguarding concerns”. One person who
was identified as a potential victim of trafficking remained there
for a further 10 weeks before being transferred. In total, 31
residents had to be moved over health and safeguarding fears.
– People at high risk of self-harm were taken to a “decrepit”
isolation block which was “unfit for habitation”.
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– Seven people were thought to have self-harmed there and a
further seven had “threatened suicide”. One “actively suicidal
resident” had remained on the site for more than a month.

The Looker spoke to local residents it was getting a similar story
from everyone. A local resident who only gave her name as
‘Sam’ said; “Priti Patel said she was going to be taking a tough
new line on people making the crossing, but here at what is
‘ground zero’ we see no change whatsoever. I am not one of the
send them all back brigade, and respect that all human lives are
important, but this simply is not the solution. What I want to
know is we have spent millions of pounds handing money over
to the French, what has it actually be spent on. It seems that we
are getting more boat people now than ever before. We need to
clamp down on the gang-masters who are telling these people
that they will be set for life if they arrive here in the UK.”

LISTEN TO

SHORELINE FM
broadcasting across the district
on 100.2 FM - 24 hours a day.
It's easy listening all the way and
includes great specialist music like
9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop Morning
12 noon - Sweet Delights
2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy Listening
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic Country
4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll
5 p.m. - Drive-time
6 p.m. - Soul & Motown
7 p.m. - Country
10 p.m. - Dreamland
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Romney Marsh Community
Support Hub: Reflects on a
year at the forefront of
COVID19

Romney Marsh Rotary
Laptop Appeal
Going well but more still needed
The Rotary Club of Romney Marsh is delighted with the
response to its appeal to local businesses and individuals for
laptops and tablets and has so far received, or been promised,
more than 50 devices – and hopes to receive more soon.
The Club is keen to support as many students in its area as it
can but has had to revisit its original strategy a little. The number
of devices donated has exceeded all expectations – the
residents of Romney Marsh are truly generous, as always – and
some laptops have already been given to a local school,
refurbished by the school’s own IT Department, and are in use
by its students. However, with the return of pupils to classroom
learning, school staff are now unlikely to have time to refurbish
one of its Directors is a Rotarian. Our President, Barbara Gold,
the devices themselves for use by their pupils.
contacted Hibits and learned that it has volunteered to take in,
wipe clean, and refurbish and recycle laptops and tablets and
Therefore the
deliver them to Schools throughout Kent – including our Romney
Club has
Marsh schools. Ideally devices less than 6 years old are
sought an
preferred (and if they are Tablets they need to come with any
alternative
passwords so that they can be wiped clean and reused). The
solution and
devices will be securely wiped, leaving no trace of personal data,
has joined in a
and reprogrammed for schools – any unusable devices will be
Rotary South
securely recycled.
East initiative
called
Hibits is doing this work free of charge to Rotary Clubs and its
‘Highway and
website says, ‘It’s a great cause and we want to be able to
Rotary Laptop
support as many schools as we can’. It has said too that it will
Campaign’ and
make as many of the donated devices as possible available to
has been put in
primary and secondary schools in our area and 45 laptops/
touch with an
tablets were delivered to Hibits by Romney Marsh Rotary earlier
IT company in Sandwich – Highway Business Services (Hibits
Ltd) – that offers IT services to support businesses in Kent, and this month; hopefully the Club will be able to provide more detail
about the local schools that have benefitted at a later date.
So please continue to help them if you can. If you have a
working laptop or tablet please call Gill Singfield on 01797
367258 or email her at gilsingfield@btinternet.com She will
collect it from you and arrange for it to be delivered to Hibits and
after the hard drive has been securely wiped, and the device
reprogrammed for schools, it will be delivered to a school for use
by a student who needs it.
The club is also looking for financial donations which can be
made via the donate button on their website at

www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk
They have already received over £500 due in no small part to
one very generous donation from a couple in New Romney who
wish to remain anonymous but who understand the challenges
facing youngsters in less fortunate circumstances in these
difficult times. They should know that their contribution has made
a huge difference and will be put to good use. All donations
received via the website up to the end of May will be used to
support the laptops for schools appeal.

enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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In the past 12 months, the Romney Marsh Community Support Hub has
not only provided vital support to those required to shield during the first
national lockdown, but also to hundreds of vulnerable people within the
wider community.
When the pandemic hit, the Romney Marsh Day Centre on Rolfe Lane
was quick to react and established itself as the Romney Marsh
Community Support Hub. A call centre was set-up, providing support
and advice seven days a week.
Social media was stepped up and a leaflet drop coordinated across the
whole of the Romney Marsh to inform residents of the services and
support available. As a result, 1,700 individuals accessed much-needed
help including shopping, prescription collection, hot meal deliveries,
information and advice.
Key statistics:
Over 250 volunteers recruited;
61,332 contacts logged at the Hub (an average of 168 per day);
16,154 meals delivered (+110% on year 2019-20);
8,552 outgoing welfare calls;
3393 Information and advice calls/ visits;
2,000+ befriending contacts;
1,526 prescription requests and deliveries;
418 benefit/ income maximisation support sessions.
In March, the Hub, together with Folkestone and Hythe District Council,
Age UK Hythe and Lyminge and Three Hills Sports Centre was awarded
the Certificate of Excellence in the iESE Public Sector Transformation
for its District-wide response to the pandemic.
The volunteers of the support hub have also been crucial to the success
of the COVID-19 Vaccination Centre at Lydd Airport, providing 100+
volunteers to aid the delivery of 2,000+ vaccines a week.
Jon Wilson is CEO of the Romney Marsh Community Support Hub.
“When COVID-19 hit, none of us could have anticipated the extent of
the impact on our lives and our community. Our team quickly rallied
round and, by collaborating with other charities, agencies and public
bodies, we managed to step up and provide support to the most
vulnerable at a time when it was most desperately needed. We’ve all
lived through ever-changing rules this past year; lockdowns, tiers,
easing and further lockdowns, but one thing has been consistent – the
commitment our teams and volunteers have made to supporting and
helping the community.”
He continues,
“Every meal,
shopping delivery,
call and contact has
made a real
difference. We are
regularly told by
those we help that
they couldn’t have
got through this
without us; one
gentleman went so
far as to say that we
made his life more
liveable - a true
testament to all
we’ve achieved, and
we couldn’t be prouder.”
The Romney Marsh Support Hub is set to go from strength to strength.
Activities and classes are due to resume on the 17 May, for those who
can make their own way to the centre on Rolfe Lane. It is hoped that
transport for those who are unable to travel will get underway from 21
June.

Advertisement

SPRING IS HERE!
THEGARDEN OF ENGLAND IS
BURSTING INTOFLOWER
Strong Leadership
A Record of Achievement

Mosaics on the Marsh
Teach Me Courses, under the auspices of the Fifth Continent,
has embarked on a major arts project in collaboration with ten
Romney Marsh churches and in which ten mosaic panels will
be made – one for each church. The project runs up until
August this year and in the meantime, anyone can get
involved and it is all completely FREE of charge. People of all
ages and abilities are welcome to come along, including
children aged five and over. You do not need to have artistic
ability or to have ever made mosaics before!
Each participatory session begins with people spending an
hour learning to cut and shape tiles and make a mosaic
coaster that they can take away with them. After making the
coaster, attendees move on to spend a further hour helping to
make the main mosaic that will ultimately be displayed in
public. All tools, materials and protective clothing is provided,
as is Teach Me’s friendly expert tuition. Experienced
mosaicists can come along and go straight onto working on
the main mosaic piece.

Resilience During the Pandemic
Realistic and Affordable Policies

Mosaic panels for
Burmarsh and Brenzett
have already been
completed and panels
for the next eight
churches will be
finished throughout the
spring and summer.
The remaining
churches are at:
Brookland;
Dymchurch; East
Guldeford; Ivychurch;
Lydd, New Romney;
Newchurch; and St
Mary in the Marsh.
Mosaic sessions will
be held at or near
each church. In each
case there will be
three days during
which people can
come along and each
day will have four twohour sessions from
9:30am-11:30am,
10:30am-12:30pm,
1:30pm-3:30pm and
2:30pm-4:30pm
Check Teach Me’s
website at

The Best Future for Kent

YOUCAN ALWAYS BE SURE
WITH THECONSERVATIVES

www.teachmecourses.co.uk
for dates and locations for future mosaics days. Get
involved in this creative celebration of our area! Call
Yolanda on 01797 364366 or 07770 347616 for more
information.

Letʼs Care about our Country

New Bins to encourage
fishermen to be
environmentally friendly

Letʼs Cherish our Precious County

Two new recycling bins aimed at beach fishermen where
unveiled last Sunday at Dengemarsh and Galloways on the
Dungeness peninsular.

Letʼs Keep Kent Conservative

Andrew Weatherhead

Tony Hills

Susan Carey

-Hythe West including
Dymchurch

-Romney Marsh

-Elham Valley

Dylan Jeffrey

Dick Pascoe

Rory Love

-Folkestone West

-Folkestone East

-Cheriton, Sandgate
and Hythe East

Every years thousands of birds and wildlife get entangled in
fishing lines that beach anglers leave on the beach. The latest
scheme that has been backed by the "Anglers National Line
Recycling Scheme" aims to not only collect the waste line, but
to also recycle it.
Eric Brown the founder of the Romney Marsh Litter pickers
told The Looker: “Firstly I would like to thank the MOD for their
continued support and their contractors Landmarc in clearing
our litter picking / beach clean bags and debris from this area.
We are also very thankful for Martin Addison & Kevin Addison
of Addison Construction and Civil Ltd for their financial
contribution in paying for these new bins and their continued
support with our group. They really are a great local firm
putting something back into the community where they work
and live.”
Mr Brown went on to say; “We would also like to thank,
Dungeness Anglers Association for their support via a cheque
to the group for £500 (An unbelievable fantastic contribution)
presented by Chairman Alex Whittlesey, which will help
towards additional installation costs, bags, new equipment.
And of course not forgetting the support of the RSPB
Dungeness who unfortunately weren’t able to attend due to
staff shortages, but wished us well with the unveiling.”
At the unveiling of the collection pipes, County Councillor Tony
Hills from Sea Gull Fishing Tackle Greatstone came along to
wish us every success with our new venture and to spread the

Promoted by Russell Tillson on behalf the Conservative Party, both of F&HCA, 4 West Cliff Gardens, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SP

Page 6

word through his numerous fishing contacts, and also The
Looker editor and Folkestone and Hythe District Councillor
David Wimble was present and has always been a long term
supporting us in both his rolls.
The new bins have the full support of the Kent-Folkestone &
District Branch of the RSPCA in this new venture in trying to
get as much fishing line as possible in to the bins so it can be
sent off for recycling and be out of harms way.
Mr Brown went on to say: “After an excellent meeting with
their Animal Welfare Officer Lucy Awo, we are looking at ways
we can yet again work together with another organisation in
sorting out the bane of my life, LITTER which as we know is
harmful to mammals and doesn’t belong where they make
their home. Our hope is we can introduce more of these bins
with the various permissions being granted along our coastline
Thank you everyone for helping to get this new venture off the
ground, thanks to John and Rita Lola Severn for combining
maintaining these FL bins when they service our litter bins.
I would also like to thank Chris Knight, Macro Packaging for
his continued support suppling us with the required Black
Bags that we use for our MOD picks, well over a 1000 now.”
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Welcome to edition 273

Editor’s Word
As we went to press on the last edition, we heard the news of
the passing of His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh.
Although now his funeral has been held, I think it only right to
mention the fact that he was seen within our District on a
number of occasions. There is a picture of Prince Philip looking
around a New Bristol Freighter in 1956 after flying himself into
Lydd airport in his own personal DH Heron aircraft. It was of
course then called Ferryfield Airport.
Another time was when he brought the young Prince Charles
and Princess Anne, for a trip on the Romney Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway. This visit was after a personal invitation
from Captain Jack Howey in 1957.
In more recent years he had met with a number of local
dignitaries in Dover including Cinque Ports Mayors.
He was also a guest at Port Lympne Castle in 2000 when he
came to meet up with a group of children on behalf of the
Downs Syndrome Association. An event organised by exformula 1 driver Damon Hill, the Prince was scheduled to visit
for around 20 minutes, but stayed for nearly 2 hours, chatting
with the children, most of whom had no idea who he was.
One thing that has come out of listening to the countless stories
that we have all heard over the past two weeks, is how hard he
worked supporting not only the Queen as a husband and royal
consort, but the lengths he went to promote British excellence,
especially within the engineering and construction industry.
His sense of humour that often could have been taken the
wrong way from onlookers, was well placed to make people that

he met feel at ease. And after you have shaken several hundred
hands at a formal function, I actually think that it is refreshing to
hear some of the stories that we have learnt.
One thing is without doubt; the Prince gave his whole life, firstly
in the Navy and then in supporting the Queen throughout her
years of tireless service, to the United Kingdom and The
Commonwealth.
On a personal note, I have to say that I found it terribly hard
watching the Highlights of the Funeral, watching the queen sat
on her own, but being the monarch and following protocol to the
very end is something that she has always done with dignity. I
am sure that in the coming weeks and months she will get the
support she deserves from her immediate family.
Back to all things about our district; it was good to finally open
up our sweet shop along with our New Model Exchange. And it
was also good to have another venue for people to pick up
Lookers from. We went through 3 bundles within the first 2
days! Although the weather was a little on the cold side, it was
so nice to see the shops and Hythe High Street buzzing.
I also managed to fit in two pubs in two days, fulfilling my
promise to visit after lockdown, to both the Cinque Ports and the
Star in the Marsh. (other pubs are available, and yes I will work
my way round as many as possible as time and weather
permits).
With the restrictions on indoor dining soon to be lifted, I will
remind restaurants that we have been asked to bring back our
food reviews, so if you would like us to do a food review and
advertise your business get in touch, along with your letters and
news stories.

Polish Airman honoured
with Service
On Friday 16th April it was the 80th anniversary of the deaths of
Pilot Officer Boguslaw Mierzwa and Pilot Officer Mieczyslaw
Waskiewicz of the 303 Polish Squadron whose Spitfires were
shot down over Dungeness in 1941.
This memorial on the beach between the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway station and the Coastguard cottages at
Dungeness has intrigued many visitors over the years.
And to mark the anniversary of the fallen Polish Pilots, the Rev'd
Chris Maclean accompanied by The Mayor of Lydd, Graham
Snell and representatives of the Lydd Ex-Servicemen held a
short service of remembrance.
The idea of the survive was to pay respects to the two pilots who
made the ultimate sacrifice.
During the war, prime minister Winston Churchill said to the
Polish Prime Minister in Exile “We shall conquer together or we
shall die together” and the two agreed to establish two Polish
fighter wings; No. 302 'Poznan' Squadron and No. 303
'Kosciuszko' Squadron.

Finally we hope that we will soon be able to increase the size of
the paper by at least 4 pages as more things start happening
and remind you to send a list of your upcoming events to:
john@thelooker.co.uk
For advertising or news stories please email:
david@thelooker.co.uk

Candidate
Death
postpones
some Elections
Jan Holben
As election postal votes
forms and candidate
manifestos pop through
letterboxes across the
country, the Elham Valley
division (Kent county
council) and Hythe Town
council elections are
postponed due to the
death of a candidate.
Chris Deane the Labour
party candidate who
stood to represent
Elham Valley ward in the
Kent County election,
and Hythe East at Hythe
Town council election
sadly passed away in the
early part of April.
A spokesperson for the
F&H Labour Party said
“Last night (April 13), we
learned that our friend
and comrade, Chris
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Deane tragically passed
away yesterday. We are
all devastated. We are
offering our support to
his wife, Nicky, and her
family and have
conveyed our affection,
respect and love for her
and for Chris.”
Many of the people who
knew Chris expressed
their sorrow on social
media at hearing the sad
news. Chris was held in
high regard as being the
person who could
always find the right
solution to any problem,
and as always being
available if anyone
needed him, with a kind
word for everyone.
Following the death of a
candidate – both the
Elham Valley division
county elections and the
Hythe East Ward election
have been postponed –
but will take place within
35 days of the original
date. All other elections
are unaffected and will
take place on 6th May
2021.

303 Squadron, went
down in history for
having the most
prolific hit rate during
the Battle of Britain
In the following
weeks the squadron
achieved a truly
astonishing score of
126 enemy planes,
as well as 13
probable’s and 9
damaged, claiming
the title of the best scoring unit of the Battle of Britain. One of
their extraordinary feats was shooting down 14 enemy planes,
plus four probables’, in one sortie over London on 7 September the first day of the Blitz - without a single loss on their side.
Polish fighter pilots became instant celebrities with all classes of
British society. International journalists flocked to airfields to write
about their exploits, waiters refused to take payments for their
meals in restaurants, bar owners paid for their drinks and bus
conductors allowed them free journeys. Quentin Reynolds, one
of the war’s most well-known American war correspondents,
dubbed Polish airmen 'the real Glamor Boys of England' in
Collier's Weekly, an apt reflection of the 'hero worship' attitude
the British had towards them.
After the war, some of the Polish airmen settled in Britain and
continued their service in the RAF, mostly as flight instructors.
The British government had decided to recognise the new Soviet
controlled Polish government at the end of the war and, seeking
not to cause a diplomatic incident with the Soviet Union, chose
not to extend an invite to the Free Polish forces. Instead, it
invited representatives from the Soviet controlled Polish
government. The decision caused much outrage in Britain and,
after protests from Winston Churchill, members of the RAF and
others, invites were extended to 25 Free Polish pilots. However,
these were refused by the recipients in protest that all Free
Polish forces were not invited.
This year also marks the unveiling of a new memorial board
dedicated to the two officers.
Colin Clayton, a local Lydd-on-Sea resident, has single-handedly
maintained the memorial in its location on the shingle of
Dungeness for some years.

Silver Screen Lifeline
Jan Holben
Many businesses have suffered huge losses during the pandemic,
some have closed and sadly will never open again. The
entertainment industry has been particularly hard hit because they
were not allowed to open their doors to indoor entertainment –
Folkestone’s unique Silver Screen cinema is just one of these
entertainment venues for which the future was very uncertain.
After 30 years of providing a unique cinema experience to
Folkestone locals, with great sadness they had to close the doors
towards the end of 2020 in line with the pandemic guidelines for
indoors entertainment.
So it was with great pleasure the Silver Screen cinema recently
announced that they had received a funding boost from the
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport which would allow
them to reopen when government advises it is safe to do so.
The announcement read We are delighted to be one of 209
independent cinemas awarded grants from the Culture Recovery
Fund. This vital funding will help ensure Folkestone’s cinema can
continue to be #HereForCulture. The announcement prompted
hundreds of local people to register their ‘like’ on social media with
comments claiming that this was indeed fantastic and awesome
news.
The Silver Screen cinema is an independent two-screen cinema,
located in the historic town hall at Guildhall Street, at the heart of
Folkestone - From the antique ticket machines at our box office, to
the classic design of our auditoriums, we provide a uniquely
traditional cinema experience. And now, if all goes well – this
stylishly old-fashioned 2-screen cinema with red velvet decor - will
be opening again from Summer this year.
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Homes and
support for
those sleeping
rough
The push to find long-term homes for
those at risk of sleeping rough in the
Folkestone & Hythe district is
continuing with nine new
accommodation units about to open.

worked together with our Community
Safety Unit to provide the support
services which have tackled some of
the underlying causes of anti-social
behaviour in certain areas.”

Locals shocked
after fatal Crash

The winter shelter in Folkestone
provided by the Rainbow Centre,
which has been helping people with a
history of rough sleeping during the
winter period, is also to remain open
until the end of June to continue
supporting those people it has been
helping over the last few months.

Three people lost their lives and a fourth was
in a critical condition in a London Hospital
after a crash between two vehicles on
Romney Road near Lydd.
The accident happened on the B2075
Romney Road, near Lydd at around
6.20 p.m. on Sunday evening, after a black
Dacia Duster Ambiance and a white BMW
M135i collided.

Working with the Rainbow Centre,
F&HDC is using homelessness
funding from the Ministry of Housing,
The privately rented accommodation
in central Folkestone will have an on- Communities and Local Government
to continue the Winter Shelter services
site manager and also a support
network to help the people living there for the remaining clients. This will be
alongside support services from
to move to a more settled way of life
Porchlight Outreach, as part of the
Kent Homeless Connect contract,
The homes are being provided
which will continue to work to try and
following collaboration between the
find long-term accommodation for
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
housing team, Kent’s homeless charity those without homes.
Porchlight and the Rainbow Centre,
which is the Folkestone charity helping Mary Stredwick of the Rainbow Centre
those facing deprivation and hardship. said: “We are delighted and proud to
be part of F&HDC partnership working
with other homeless support agencies
An F&HDC spokesperson said: “The
to benefit rough sleeping and
council’s housing options team has
vulnerably-housed clients who the
been working successfully over the
Rainbow Centre has supported over
last two years to secure sustainable
housing for clients, in particular those many years. We are particularly
grateful that Winter Shelter guests
who have been rough sleeping in the
have remained in B&Bs so we can
district.
continue working together to find them
more permanent housing options
“As well as providing long-term
accommodation the housing team has thanks to F&HDC funding.”

Mean Average gender
pay gap equivalent to
just 1p per hour
The average pay gap between male and female employees
continues to narrow at Folkestone & Hythe District Council.
Figures published this week show a mean average difference of
0.06%, which equates to a difference of just 1p per hour.
Meanwhile the median calculations conclude that women
earned, on average, nearly 9% more than men.

A multi-agency response including Police,
Ambulances and the Kent, Surrey and
Sussex Air Ambulance, as well as Kent Fire
and Rescue Service attended the incident.
The driver of the Dacia, a woman in her 50s,
and two male passengers in the BMW - one
in his 20s and another in his 40s - were all
pronounced dead at the scene. The driver of
the BMW, a man in his 30s, was airlifted to a
London hospital with serious injuries.

Officers are also keen to hear from anyone
who may have dashcam or CCTV footage
that may assist them.

The difference between the two sets of data is caused by the
make-up of staff, the fact it employs more women than men,
and the distribution of males and females across the pay
spectrum.
Both the mean and median statistics reflect a continued
reduction in the council’s gender pay gap in comparison with
previous reporting years.
A Folkestone & Hythe District Council spokesperson said: “We
value the range of skills staff bring to the organisation and the
district, and we are proud of our policies and initiatives that
support equality of opportunity and diversity”.

“flexible working has long been a part of our culture, and this
has increased even further as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. We provide a variety of development opportunities,
including virtual activities that can be accessed at any time, so
part time workers don’t miss out.
The council’s figures are also significantly better than the mean
averages last recorded nationally (13.1%) and within local
government (6.1%) back in 2019.
For a more detailed breakdown of the statistics, please visit
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/your-council/council-information/
gender-pay-gap-reporting
The gender pay gap is different to equal pay. The gender pay
gap is a measure of the difference between the average
earnings of men and women across an organisation.
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Our Man In Westminster
On Monday I joined the twenty-seven million people
who have received the first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine. I was administered with the Oxford
AstraZeneca vaccine at St Thomas’s hospital in
London, just over the river from the House of
Commons. The roll out of the vaccine is the best way to
protect people from the virus. As a result, we are
seeing infection rates back to their lowest level since
the start of the pandemic, and hospitalisation rates
consistently falling. We remain on track as well to
complete the lifting of all of the social contact
restrictions by 21st June.
I’ve been very concerned this week by the proposal to
create a football European Super League, including 15
permanent members, six of whom would be teams from
the English Premier League. This is a self-serving
proposal by a small number of clubs seeking to
maximise their revenues from the global audience of
football, and to the detriment of everyone else. If this is
allowed to go ahead it will destroy the structure of
football as we have known it; one that ultimately
connects the great clubs to the grassroots.

A road closure was in place for more than 12
hours while investigations took place, and
Police are appealing for witnesses following
the tragedy.
Witnesses to the collision or anyone who saw
either vehicle travelling beforehand are urged
to contact the Serious Collision Investigation
Unit on 01622 798538 or email
sciu.td@kent.pnn.police.uk

Damian Collins MP

For too long we have allowed football to be run by the
commercial interests of a few club owners. We should
long ago have reformed the governance of the game to
have allowed greater oversight of how clubs are run,
and to protect the integrity of the football pyramid.
Football is not just any other business. The success of
football is based on open competition, which requires
the opportunity for clubs to rise up the football pyramid,
and for revenues to be fairly distributed. This closed
franchise league proposal would defeat both of these
principles and would make the whole game poorer.
Last Friday I joined the Manager of Folkestone Invicta
Football Club, Neil Cugley, and club director Jim Pellatt,
to see the excellent ground improvement works that
have been completed at the club. Smart new pitch
perimeter fencing has been installed, created from the
racecourse fences from the former Folkestone course
at Westenhanger. There has also been excellent
resurfacing work on the terrace at the Wilmoths Citroen
end and in the pitch facing area outside of Bar Invicta.
This has been a difficult year for football clubs who
have been unable to play for much of the season
because of the COVID national lockdown. However, it’s
great to see that Folkestone Invicta is actively
preparing to welcome fans back and for the start of
their pre-season programme of matches in June and
July. Starting in September this year, the club will also
be running a new, two-year, full time football and
education programme for 16 to 19-year olds. You will
now be able to study for a BTEC Level 3 Diploma in
Sport and Physical Activity (worth up to 280 UCAS
points) whilst undertaking a full-time academy training
programme under UEFA licensed coaches at
Folkestone Invicta. All of this is fully funded by the
Government.
Congratulations as well to the young Folkestone based
cricketer Tawanda Muyeye, who this week made his
debut for the Kent County Cricket Club second XI in a
match against Hampshire. Last year Tawanda was
named the Wisden Schools Cricketer of the year for his
performances with the bat at Eastbourne College, and
has been rewarded for his efforts with his first
professional contract. He scored a creditable 68 in his
first innings, and I wish him well for his future career.
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Advertisement

KENTCOUNTYCOUNCIL ELECTIONS

“The New
Playground of
Kent”
Greatstone and Littlestone
Then and Now
by Keith Swallow

FORROMNEYMARSH
AVOTEFORLABOUR ANDCO-OPERATIVEWILL PUT PEOPLE BEFORE PROFIT

SECURING OUR NHS FORTHEFUTURE
I will campaignfor improvedhealth facilities for the Marsh, a new Health Centre in New Romneyand I will
opposethe closure of the A&E in Ashford.

ADULTSOCIAL CARE
I will fight for any CouncilTaxincreases to be spent on CommunityCare, for all Carers to be paid at least a
living wage includingtime for travel and for the end of 15mincare visits.

ROADSANDTRANSPORT

Book review by John Wimble

This I think is the first book devoted
solely in any great depth to
Greatstone and Littlestone and it has
been compiled and written by Keith
Swallow. Some of you might recall
Keith’s previous books, ‘Much
Drinking in the Marsh’, which was a
history of the pubs and breweries of
Romney Marsh, and ‘Nanny Goat
Island’, a comprehensive look at
Dungeness. For his latest book,
Keith has delved into the history and
development of Littlestone,
Greatstone and Lydd-on-Sea.
Chapter one covers the physical
geography and nature of the area
from the Great Storm of 1287.
It includes the seashore, wildlife, the
dunes and the shingle beach.

of the area. Chapter four includes the
construction, land issues,
development into the 21st Century and
also the development of Lade and
Lydd-on-Sea.
The next chapter is titled the ‘Call of
the Sea’ and looks at living and
working along the coast. This
includes fishing, search and rescue
and coastguard and lifeboat services.
The war years are covered in some
depth from the Napoleonic defences,
the sound mirrors, PLUTO and the
various aircraft crashes in the area.
Chapter seven features transport
including the New Romney Branch
Line, the RH&DR and bus services
serving the area. Chapter eight
covers the amenities including places
of worship, accommodation, eating
and drinking. Other chapters include
garages, shops and Maddiesons
Holiday Camp and also covered is
Chapter two shows the development sport and leisure.
of Littlestone from the 1850s and the This 216 page book, complete with
influence of Henry Tubbs and Sir
lots of photos, is very good value at
Robert Perks. It includes details of
£15 to anyone who has the slightest
some of the notable buildings of the
interest in the area.
period including The Red House and It should be available locally in the
the Littlestone Convalescent Home.
near future, but in the meantime,
Chapter three covers Littlestone from copies can be obtained (post free)
the 1920s and the birth of Greatstone. from the author on :
It includes the ‘Plans for Greatstone’
01424-814676 or
with the local landowner and estate
agent, Cyril Andrews becoming a
prominent player in the development keithkswallow@aol.com

I will fight for improved cyclinginfrastructure alongthe A259and the sea wall, restored busservices and for
better road andpavement surfacingto reduce the need for more pothole repairs.

EDUCATIONANDYOUNG PEOPLE
I will advocate for well funded schools,a refund of buspasscoststo families of home schooledchildren
duringthe period of lockdown andfor free schoolmeals both duringterm time and schoolholidays.

JOBS ANDAGREEN ECONOMICRECOVERY
I will support tacklingthe climate emergency and focusingon protecting jobsand livelihoods in the wake of
the Coronaviruspandemicby drawingdown central fundingfor apprenticeships, retraining, infrastructure
and communityled ways of improvingthe places where we live.

LOOKAFTERTHEROMNEY MARSH
I will challenge housebuildingtargets, scrutinise planninginfrastructure and decisionsby the Council.I will
campaignto reverse household waste chargesand introduce a local small businesswaste disposalscheme.

HOW TOVOTE
•
•
•
•
•

Polls are open 7am—10pm
Youdonʼt need yourpollingcard to vote
Remember to wear yourmask,take your own pencil and to sociallydistance
If you are selfisolating,you can apply for a proxyvote andappoint someone to vote on your
behalf up until 5pmon polling day.
If you have a postalvoteand haven't sent it backyet, you candropit off to your local polling
station before 10pmon polling day.

SECURE

PROTECT

REBUILD

our economy

our NHS

our country
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COOPER Tony

Promoted by Tony Cooper,18Newbridge Way, St Maysʼs Bay TN290HAon behalf of Tony Cooper,18Newbridge Way, St Maryʼs Bay TN290HA
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St Georges Day
Marsh Scouts
Romney Marsh District Scouts usually celebrate St George’s
Day with a special service hosted by one of the four groups:- St
Mary’s Bay; Lydd; New Romney and Dymchurch. 2020 was
slightly different, whilst in lockdown our groups celebrated
virtually and with Camps at Home.
Fast Forward to 2021 and the District Explorers decided to take
the lead. They organised The St George’s Day Promise
Challenge and encouraged Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and their
fellow Explorers to individually make and film their promise.
This allowed all Scouters across the District to take part,
observing Covid guidelines. The innovative approach produced
a fantastic variety of video clips – you can view the results on
the Kent Scout website www.kentscouts.org.uk and the Romney
Marsh District Scout website www.romneymarshscouts.org.uk

for us all to peruse
and pursue . . . .
Group Scout
Leader Amanda
reported ‘1st St
Marys Bay rose to
the challenge set
by the Romney
Marsh District
Explorers of the St
Georges Day
promise. On their
first outdoor
meeting after the
lockdown
restrictions in very
windy conditions,
Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and
Leaders all
renewed their promise. We are now looking forward to returning
to both indoor and outdoor face 2 face activities!’
“On this very special St George’s Day, despite the restrictions
caused by the Covid 19 Pandemic, GSL Maurice is pleased to
say that 1st Dymchurch Scout Group is still open. We have
maintained contact with our young members over the internet
enabling them to take part in virtual camps, hikes and other
activities, however I am delighted to confirm that we are reopening for face-to-face scouting from May for Beavers, Cubs
,Scouts and Explorers. As Group Scout leader it has been a
pleasure to work with our leaders to ensure scouting remains
active in Dymchurch"

District Commissioner Janet praised the Explorer group for
seizing the moment and suggesting a fresh and innovative
approach. The response was amazing, all groups were
represented, even the Leaders managed the technology and
joined in!
Promises were made in Scout HQs; gardens; at home; the
beach and Hope All Saints, reflecting the many and varied
approaches to the Promise Challenge.

1st Lydd have been very proactive during the last year, meeting
via Zoom and trying out a variety of approaches. GSL Val stated
– It has been a very different year but we are extremely proud of
all our young people and the Leaders who have cheerfully risen
to every Challenge set – Fantastic ambassadors for our group
motto – ‘Never Give Up’.
It’s certainly has been a very different year BUT - The Scouting
Adventure continues on Romney Marsh – if you would like to
join in the Great Scouting Adventure please contact us via
individual Groups or the District website.

Bitcoin or Bust
By David Wimble
There is an old adage that when something seems too good to
be true. then it usually is!
Editing The Looker, I have my email address linked to the
website, so I receive more ‘spam’ emails than most. If you then
add this to the four other websites I run, you can multiply the
amount of unsolicited emails even more.
A few years ago it was mainly scammers filling my inbox. Scam
emails seemed to originate largely from Nigeria, informing me
that I was related to a Prince who wanted to involve me in an
amazing project? And all I had to do was deposit $10,000 dollars
etc. Or maybe that another prince had unfortunately been killed
in a car crash and with no relatives had decided in his will to
leave me part of his multimillion pound fortune – again all I had to
do to get the money was send them my bank details.
It seemed that most of the people I knew had a relative who was
similarly linked to royalty in Nigeria, who knew my social circle
was so well connected!
Fast forward 10 years and the current big ‘gold rush’ appears to
be the emergence of the Bitcoin Boom.
‘Invest now or miss the boat’ exclaimed one email this morning,
that then went on to tell me about a man from New Jersey who,
about 4 years ago, invested $15 buying a single Bitcoin and that
one investment is now worth $32,000! Not a bad punt.
My questions are simple.
What is a Bitcoin? How much is it to buy? How much is it actually
worth? How can I spend it?
My problem is that I am perhaps a bit Neanderthal in my outlook,
I totally get that if I have a £1 coin in my pocket, I know it’s there,
it’s real, I can feel it in my hand. I also know what it’s worth in the
‘Real World’. If I want to buy a small bar of chocolate I know I
can buy it and get some change. I also know that if I want to buy
the local paper, I am going to have to save up as the £1 is not
enough to find out what is going on locally (mind you, I could
always pick up The Looker for free and save myself a hell of a lot
of money over a year!).
But owning a Bitcoin, you have nothing in your hand. I would like
to see you going into a car showroom and telling the man in the
shiny suit that you would like to purchase that new Aston Martin
over there, and that you are happy to transfer the money right
now. The salesman will have a look of glee on his face, which I
am sure will quickly diminish when he receives an email from a
company he’s never heard of, like ‘eToro’, explaining that a
Bitcoin certificate to the value of £150,000 is now transferred to
the dealership’s account.

Leaders from 1st New Romney made their Promise around St
George and the Dragon, an artwork based at Hope All Saints, by
kind permission of Briony Kapoor. Everyone knows the legend
of St George and the slaying of the dragon – the values
epitomised by the tale are those that Scouting adopted and has
always strived to reach in the Scout Promise. The art piece is
reflective of a modern society and is based around mediation,
making peace and the way forward. . . . certainly - a discussion

Some people say the best bet is to buy shares at the peak of a
crash and play the waiting game. Others enjoy the gamble of
playing the markets, perhaps seeing themselves as a ‘Gordon
Gekko’ effectively gambling on the numbers.
So if I jump on the rollercoaster and buy a Bitcoin (the one that I
could have purchased 4 years ago for $15, but now need to fork
out $32,000) what do I actually get? It seems to me that I get an
email thanking me for my purchase and that’s about it. So how
do I then trade this ‘asset’ for some real money? That’s right, the
same people who sold it to me will sell it to someone else (minus
their commission of course). It’s a bit like buying currency at the
airport, you pay a huge commission when you buy it, and then
you pay an even bigger commission when you change it back.
My biggest concern is the total lack of regulation behind Bitcoin.
Just like all the different global currencies, there are lots of
different ‘Bitcoins’ out there, so which one do you buy? How can
you judge if it’s a good investment and – more importantly – who
dictates the price?
If you Google Bitcoin, it will tell you÷.
“Bitcoin is the first cryptocurrency in the world, launched in 2009.
It is also the first wide-scale, real-world application of blockchain
technology. Bitcoin (BTC) is a decentralised network which uses
a public ledger to approve transactions, eliminating the need for
third party approval (such as a bank). It also operates free of a
governing body, such as a central bank, and all changes in the
network require consensus from its members. While initially BTC
value was extremely low, priced at fractions of cents, it picked up
steam over the years, reaching price levels in the thousands of
dollars for a single Bitcoin token and a market cap in the
hundreds of billions.”
So my take on it goes like this÷
The Bitcoin trading chart frequently displays extreme volatility,
short-term price spikes and tumbles. When the Bitcoin price is
on the rise, more people are inclined to buy Bitcoin, fuelling its
positive run further. On the other hand, when the Bitcoin value is
on the decline, it can prompt existing investors to sell their Bitcoin
which pushes prices down at a staggering rate.
Sometimes we elevate belief beyond factual truth. This is a core
principle of religion and politics. When belief supersedes reason
in finance, we call it speculation. Is belief crowding out reason
when it comes to Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies?
While I think that blockchain technology is promising, I don't know
if we should be betting on Bitcoin and other virtual currencies as
if they're a new discovery of gold deposits.
For one thing, millions believe that Bitcoin will make them rich
with little or no effort. After all, the virtual currency's reference
price has climbed more than 600% in recent months, although it's
retrenched this month – off 50% from its peak value.
Then there's the allure of blockchain technology: The
Government doesn't control it, computers around the world
monitor it and it's embedded in cryptic code, so it would be hard
to hack – so the story goes, although there are some very
strange aspects to it. Elon Musk has just invested $1.5 billion
into it, but I guess he can afford the gamble! Maybe it is all part
of some big master plan by a James Bond style villain? (I always
thought Musk looks like a Bond baddy.)
So how DO you value Bitcoin when there are no earnings,
dividends or price/earnings ratios?
It's unregulated, although government agencies are casting a
gimlet eye on it. Big banks hate it. Drug dealers reportedly use it
on the dark web. Transactions are really hard to trace, if at all.
Certainly, blockchain and Bitcoin and its many cousins aren't
going away. But their popularity will hopefully not obscure the
need for more transparency and accountability. I would refrain
from adding them to your retirement plan until more is known.

This is where the problem begins for me. In some ways it’s like
buying stocks or shares, you do not have anything physical in
your hands other than a piece of paper, which says you own a
part of a company. That company could be divided up into
thousands or even millions of shares. If the company does well,
the value of all the shares goes up and likewise if it suffers a lack
of sales then the value of each share goes down.
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Then there's the underlying narrative. Every story has its ups
and downs, so although I have no idea where Bitcoin will end up,
keep in mind that no bubble ends well.
Maybe it’s time I launched The Looker Coin? If you want to take a
chance, the starting offer is £1,000 and you will get an email from
me thanking you.
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Folkestone Sports Centre
opens Sky Walk

Zoe’s Kitchen
Chicken & Halloumi Wrap with a
Garlic, Lemon & Oregano Yogurt
Dressing
Makes one wrap

Sky Walk officially opened on earlier this month, but pupils at
Sandgate Primary, who won a drawing competition, were the first
to use the new equipment at the end of March.

With lots of themed adventure parks becoming very popular A
new high ropes adventure course has opened in Folkestone.
SkyWalk, which has been four years in the making, is now open
at Folkestone Sports Centre, in Radnor Park Avenue, and is
already proving to be a big hit with visitors both young and old.
With the success of the GoApe brand of parks on the increase, it
seems that children of all ages are after something a little more
challenging than traditional play equipment. Instillation is almost
complete of the final parts of the attraction which is a two level
high ropes obstacle course and can be used by anyone over
1.2m tall.

Call: 01797 367717
or: 01797 364466

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

01797362521• 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6
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Priory Close, New Romney

Fold & roll the wrap, cut in half

White flour tortilla wrap 1

When Folkestone race course was
purchased by Folkestone and Hythe
District council, many people predicted
that the site would just be raised to the
ground. But in a era where everything is

being either up cycled or re purposed.
Folkestone Invicta Football Club are now
the proud owners of pitch side fencing,
which was at the former racecourse.
The gleaming Plastic-Coated fence, looks
amazing at the club and has saved many
thousands of pounds. Work to install the
fencing is now complete and the ground
really does look amazing.

Firmager Funeral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”
• 24hour service
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Home Visits

All makes of:

• Eco Funerals available

NEW Tyres

• Private Chapels of Rest

R.M.W. Scaffolding FREE
Over
30Years
Experience

Top with the halloumi, onion, tomato & mint leaves

Folkestone Invicta
benefit of Race Course
Cast off

Derek Linch - Sycamore Farm,
Old Romney, Kent TN29 9SY

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

Sunflower oil (5ml)

Folkestone Sports Centre is already home to a swimming pool,
fitness suite, indoor cycling studio, café, treatment rooms, ski and
toboggan slopes, footgolf course and more.

Romney Marsh Tyres

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Take the wrap, spread over the pesto, add the lettuce, top with the chicken
& yogurt mix

Red pesto 3g

It is scheduled to by completed by June.

Manager Tessa Stickler said: "At last we have completed the
installation of the unique high ropes course. It could not have
come at a better time - children and families are desperate to get
outside and get active after being cooped up indoors for the best
part of the last 12 months. Keeping within Covid restrictions, the
course is ready for small groups of six people to come and
challenge themselves, have fun and lots of fresh air. It's high, it's
challenging - but great fun."

Garlic puree 3g

Visit folkestonesportscentre.co.uk or call 01303 850 222.

The centre is now planning a full refurbishment of the Ski Centre,
including the introduction of a built in misting system on the slope,
new reception and social area.

FITTING

FREE

BALANCING
www .romneymarshtyres.co.uk
Just enter your registration for our auto
tyre selector and get the best deal on a
new tyre for your car

Mint leaves 4 (shredded)

Heat a small sauté or frying pan, heat the oil & panfry the halloumi for
approximately 8 minutes, turning frequently

Halloumi 20g (diced)

As numbers are limited, sessions have to be pre-booked.

Tomato 5g (finely diced)

In a bowl mix the chicken, yogurt, lemon zest, garlic puree & oregano.
Season with salt & pepper

Low fat yogurt 40g

Dried oregano 1g

Each session lasts 60 minutes, with a 15-minute briefing and a
45-minute climb, and costs £10 per person.

Red onion 5g (finely diced)

Cooked sliced or shredded chicken 40g

Lemon zest 1g

Staff say the course has been fully booked for the past two
weeks.

Little gem lettuce 25g (shredded)

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS
We are located on thesite of Romney Glass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

To speakto Helen and Ashley
Telephone: 01797369277
firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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Romney Marsh From The Air

Radio Stations across
our district

Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

Romney Marsh FM

In the last edition we told you about the latest FM station to be
based in our district Called Shoreline FM.
This was not the first FM broadcaster on the Marsh. That
honour falls to Romney Marsh FM which first went on the air on
the 19th August 2008, when Looker Editor David Wimble set up
a company called Romney Marsh FM cic Ltd.
The idea was to set up and run a community based radio
station for the Romney Marsh.
A number of 28 day Restricted Service Licences (RSL’s) were
applied for, which was a very costly way of testing the water at
nearly £6,000 for a 28 day licence. This included a broadcasting
licence along with a performing rights licence (PRS) and Music
Copyright Protection Licence (MCPS).
The station was based in offices of David’s Allied Entertainment
Group building at the former Romney Marsh Potato Company
(now part of the Pentland Hosing Estate) and featured a 60 foot
mast, which when coupled to the 25 watt transmitter had a
coverage area of the whole Marsh and could even be heard in
Eastbourne.
The station was run on full radio station schedule with Live
shows with David starting with the Breakfast Show at 7am and
other local presenters including former and Current Postmen,
Craig Avery and Simon Collins performing daily mid-week
shows.
The station had a number of celebrity guests come on air and
also used to have Former MP Michael Howard and then
Damian Collins, come on and answer questions.
Every Thursday morning, the editor of the Folkestone Herald,
would come on air to tell us what was in that weeks edition. And
that was the reason that The Looker was started, when the
Breakfast show host said, why is there never any news on the
Romney Marsh! Only to be told that nothing ever really happens
down here!
The station also had a scoop when it interviewed Richard
Branson, for his failed attempt to kite surf across the Channel
and spent an hour with Us talking about his exploits.

David Wimble and Steve Ross getting ready for the sports show
By the time that the station did its second broadcast over the
winter period of early 2010, it was regarded as a vital part of
information, during the severe weather, with many roads being
blocked, but the station staying on air to supply information and
also to help coordinate deliveries of essential food to people
stuck out in the Marsh.
The station moved to a bespoke studio when the business
moved to the Allied High Street shop later in 2010 and then
after buying an ex-KMFM studio. It was situated at Haguelands
Farm in Dymchurch.
The station was sold in 2011 and became known as Channel
Radio, which is one of the longest, continuously running internet
stations in the country. Although the channel is now based in
Ashford, it still has a connection with the district, with many of

Top: Littlestone Golf Club was opened in 1888 when land owned by Henry Tubbs was acquired and an 18-hole Links
Course was built.
Qualifying rounds for the 1981 Open Championship were held there.
Bottom: Lydd is the most southerly town in Kent. It’s famous for the Army Ranges,
‘Lyddite’ explosives and the nearby airport. This picture shows the High Street looking west.
the presenters coming from the Marsh.
RMFM was looking at applying for a full time FM Licence, but at
the time Ofcom, the government office for administering
licences, had contract clauses stating that the stations could not
sell advertising on a profit basis. And so, it was decided that
The Looker could not afford to support a station like this.
During our time, RMFM broadcasted live from events including,
Lydd Club Day and New Romney Country Fayre. And even
when broadcasting on the internet had regularly several
hundred listeners join in with the shows, not just on the Romney
Marsh, but all over the world.

Some of the 87.8 RMFM volunteers
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Ship Street site
to be
revitalised
thanks to
council
intervention

affordable properties to help meet the
needs of local people.
There is also scope for small-scale
commercial space and high-quality
public areas. Working in partnership with
Creative Folkestone the scheme will be
developed with an input from the creative
sector with a strong focus on design,
sustainability and art in public spaces.

For years there has been no private
sector interest in developing the land and
so the council – recognising the strategic
importance of the location and size of the
site – proactively intervened to buy the
1.5 hectare plot from previous owners
National Grid.
The plan for the site includes more than
100 new mixed tenure homes, including

“We are excited to transform this
unsightly plot into a truly exemplar
development. This scheme will add to
the distinctive cultural character of
Folkestone and promotes a high quality
sense of place whilst providing well
designed and sustainable housing.”
Alastair Upton, Chief Executive of
Creative Folkestone, said: “This is
fantastic news for Folkestone and we are
proud to have been part of the journey to
get here. Through our Pioneering Places
project we have been exploring the rich
heritage of this site for many years and
have been able to reconnect the
neighbouring community to the
Gasworks.

The former gas works site at Ship Street
in Folkestone has been purchased by
Folkestone & Hythe District Council as
part of the strategic regeneration of
Folkestone and the wider district.
The large plot commands an important
position at the edge of Folkestone Town
Centre between Folkestone Central
station and the town centre – including
the harbour area. However, the former
gas works site has long been an eyesore
as it was left derelict after it ceased to
operate as a gasworks in 1956.
Demolition of the structures took place in
phases from 1960 with the final structure
removed in 2001.

“The attractive walking experience that
will be created between key points in the
town as part of this scheme will improve
the experience of residents and visitors
as well as contributing the wider
regeneration of the area.

Part-remediation of the site was carried
out in 2009 but has since sat as
redundant brownfield land. Due to
challenging topography and
contamination, the site needs public
support to be transformed and the
council has stepped in with the intention
of attracting additional investment to
deliver the project.
A spokesperson for Folkestone & Hythe
District Council said: “This bold purchase
has been a long time in the making and
we are delighted that we will bring this
brownfield site back into use for the
wider benefit of Folkestone.

“Through the Folkestone Triennial we
have opened the site to visitors and
invite people to imagine and inform new
possible futures. We are now looking
forward to continue our working
relationship with Folkestone & Hythe
District Council to create a flagship
model of urban redevelopment that
benefits the local community for many
years to come.”
The council will invite interested parties
to work with it to redevelop the site in a
way which matches its ambition, with the
development opportunity being promoted
from April 2021.

Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly
Hi there, fellow film and TV fanatics, hopefully not long until we
are back in front of the big screen but until then we are looking
at a channel four documentary 24 Hours in Police Custody and
a Sky Original film Promising Young Women.

24 Hours in Police Custody
- Season 10 - Channel 4 (catch up)

For those of us looking
to fill a gap between
our Sundays, while we
wait for our next fix of
Line of Duty, 24 Hours
is an interesting look
into the lives of the
boys (and girls) in Blue
based at a station in
Luton. Of the current
series there are 2
standout episodes.
The first
'Bedfordshire's Most
Wanted' looks into a career criminal wanted for a string of
offences involving violence. The man, who comes across as
untouchable due to his family connections and complete
arrogance, is then wanted for a serious sexual assault earning
him the tag of Bedfordshire's Most Wanted.The unravelling of
evidence leaves you willing for them to get their man but not
before several setbacks. What is all the more satisfactory is the
inevitable conviction that follows, 18 years imprisonment, and a
restoration in the justice system. Yes, we do still cheer on the
good guys and boo the baddies.This episode will make your
blood boil and leave you concerned about the state of society
today.

Cassie Thomas is a
medical school dropout, with mental health
issues. Traumatised by
the rape of her best
friend Nina Fisher by
one of Cassie's class
mates Al Monroe, who
escaped punishment
due to no formal
investigation Cassie
now lives with her
parents and works in a
coffee shop and spends
her time feigning
drunkenness while
testing out the
responses of the males
who come to her rescue or take advantage of her. A meeting at
the coffee shop with another former classmate Ryan leads to a
date and Cassie learning that Al Monroe is getting married. So
begins an elaborate plan for revenge.
To give you any more of the plot would be to ruin your viewing
enjoyment. What I will say though is be prepared for a truly
shocking ending. But don't let this deter from you watching a
genuinely clever and original film. Carey Mulligan is superb as
the devious femme fatale who doesn't hide her pleasure as she
slowly unravels her revenge upon those she seeks to hurt. Her
treatment of the head teacher who ignored Nina's plight is
positively wicked.
Apart from the obvious revenge movie referrals this is also a
story of love and the lengths someone will go to for a friend.
This is a worthy Oscar nominee and a very clever idea. A
special mention to the soundtrack which fits the movie like a
hand fits a glove.
Hopefully next edition of the Looker will see a full review of Line
of Duty - Season 6. Will we finally find out the identity of H? Will
Jo Davidson smile? Will Patricia Carmichael raise her voice?
Will Steve Arnott answer HR's email? Will Ted Hastings be
sucking diesel all the way to retirement? and finally, Will
someone tell H it's definitely not definately.
See you next edition.

The fourth episode in the series 'Til Death do us Part' looks at
domestic violence only this time the victim is a male,
determined to protect his partner, whatever the cost to his
health and welfare.Once again, this episode will leave you in
utter disbelief and shock at the outcome. What strikes you most
is the empathetic approach from the officers investigating, they
really do care, and an outcome that they sadly predicted but
failed to prevent despite their best efforts. You will question the
victim's decision to protect a loved one, one that treats them
with such contempt and who dismisses their own actions as
trivial. How can people allow themselves to be victims?
Sadly, the eventual verdict of the court and the pathetic
sentence that is dished out will leave you once again
questioning the justice system and have you reaching for the
tissues.
This is powerful and uneasy but essential viewing and will have
you on the edge of your seat.

Promising Young Woman

- Cert 15 Sky TV/Now Tv
Promising
Young Woman is a critically acclaimed and Oscar nominated
black comedy and a revenge movie in the vein of Kill Bill and
Peppermint.
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of The Sunday People, sold at the
stadium and read on the bus home,
before climbing into bed and grabbing a
few hours' sleep before next morning's
match.

By Vince Shelly
Most of my trips down memory lane have
been revisiting my childhood and
reminiscing about activities or places that
hold fond memories for me. Today I'm
taking you to a place that no longer
exists and a sport that has sadly seen a
rapid decline over the years. If Horse
Racing is the sport of Kings, then
Greyhound racing was the sport of the
working man.
Catford stadium was founded on
Southern Railway land between two
commuter lines in 1932. With regular
trains and buses, it meant easy access
to would be punters. For me it was the
number 36 bus, which gave me access
to Catford, Millwall and school (I spent
most of my early years on the 36 bus)
My first visit was on a Saturday evening
and my first impression was the big
Catford Stadium sign that sat in front of
the turnstiles. Upon entry you
immediately became engulfed in the
hustle and bustle of the place, all lit up by
a kaleidoscope of colours. I can
remember liking it to the travelling fun
fair. With bright lights penetrating and
illuminating the dark Catford sky. Then
there were the bookies suited and
booted in their Sunday best. They didn't
use the "Roll up, roll up" call to attract the
punters instead preferring to wait for a
lull in proceedings before shouting out
"3-1 Trap 4" which was a sign for a
stampede as punters flocked to that
particular bookie, like mice to cheese, to
catch the best odds. This was a familiar
ritual between races as punters were
almost running on the spot before
breaking out into a sprint and thrusting
their hard earned (or hard won) cash into
the face of the bookie, who gratefully
snatched the cash before issuing a
ticket. The more I attended the more I
was mesmerised by the bookie and the
runners and laying off bets. I also got to
know the characters and look for moves
in betting but as a kid attending for the
first-time, I was immediately bitten by the
dog racing bug.
Whereas horse racing has a much more
relaxed feel about it, Greyhound racing
operates at a manic pace with less time
between races. To the novice it is quite
an overwhelming experience but to the
regular race goer you quickly pick up the
routine, which was to arrive a hour
before the first race, grab a drink, rapidly
peruse the race card and put your first

bet on. This set the tone for the evening,
pick your bet and place it, grab a drink
and visit the loo, watch the race and if
you were lucky collect your winnings.
Although a night at the dogs became a
regular social event for me in all honesty
there wasn't a lot of socialising as all
your focus was set on picking a winner.
Everything about the place was fast
paced, the racing was quick, the actions
of the bookies and punters were manic,
even the food was fast.

Early on I was convinced that there was
a winning formula. I can remember
keeping my old race programmes, which
contained the full results and hastily
scribbled notes, 'Ran well out of trap 6'
'Superb finishing pace' 'Quick early pace'
I managed to capture the finest of details
(If only I had applied myself so effectively
to my exams) I would refer to my
programmes prior to my next trip trying to
glean that extra bit of vital information,
usually in vain as the best laid plans fell
afoul of trap 4 producing a lifetime best
performance. Occasionally I would stick
to my favoured bet 5-6 reverse forecast
(My one and only time I used the art of
probability) but usually I would use the
form guide. I was also tempted at the
Tote Jackpot and the big win but never
ever pulled it off. The Tote betting was a
fair simpler affair pick your bet and tell
the operator and give your money over.
The Dogs catered for everyone.
As I got older, I started attending with my
mates and our Saturday routine was
football in the afternoon (a time when all
football kicked off at 3pm) then it was off
to the dogs. It seemed a regular link
between the two sports and later on
when I moved to Kent, I would often
bump into the Gillingham players, I knew,
at Sittingbourne dog track. The night was
finished off by picking up the early edition

Like I say Catford no longer exists,
sadly closing its turnstiles in 2003.
There was talk of the local football team
Catford Wanderers moving in but like so
many other stadiums it was taken over
by property developers. The best
football stadium I ever visited was
Highbury and this too went the same
way. While Catford was an early
casualty of the decline. I still continued
my passion and swopped Catford for
Ramsgate, Canterbury and
Sittingbourne of which only
Sittingbourne exists. I haven't been for
many years now but can thoroughly
recommend the experience. I have been
horse racing at Folkestone and Lingfield
but while enjoyable never compared with
the excitement of greyhound racing or
should I say the whole experience of
greyhound racing.
I'll leave this particular trip down memory
lane with a story and a confession. I went
to Canterbury with my then Father-InLaw and Brother-In-Law. While there we
bumped into my then wife's ex-boyfriend,
a character my Father-In-Law was less
than complimentary about, putting it
mildly. Semi-pleasantries exchanged, he
exclaimed "I've got two tips for you, only
dogs I'm betting on tonight" He gave us
the tips, which we noted on our race
cards and we thanked him and said our
goodbyes. My Father-In-Law was quick
to announce "I wouldn't take anything off
him" My brother-in-law and I both
nodded in agreement and we continued
our nights betting. What my Father-InLaw didn't know was that after both
races, I had to dash off to the loo, but
instead snuck off to collect my winnings.
Part of the elaborate deceit was to rip up
a ticket from a previous race as part of
the charade, feigning a loss while
secretly celebrating my win. I also
continued the streak by placing all the
previous winnings onto the second dog
and when that won, I nearly gave the
game away but remembered to curtail
my excitement and instead rushed off to
'the loo' to collect my winnings. Once out
of sight I gave out a very loud "Yes" and
punched the night sky and in the process
made an elderly punter jump. Of course,
I also had to hide said winnings from 'er
indoors' due to continuing the pretence
of all three of us having had a 'bad night.
Catford may have gone but the
memories live on, oh and as for my
confession 'Forgive me Father for I have
winned' well what did you expect.

Looker Letters
Dear Editor,
Following on from the tragic accident on Sunday evening, I would like to know
how many more serious deaths do we have to have on our roads before
something is done?
I have witnessed so many near misses plus several accidents on the Lydd,
New Romney road since moving down here in 2013.
The problem always seems to be that cars pay no attention to the speed limit,
which is more than adequate at 60mph, but it is not uncommon for someone to
be driving at the speed limit for cars and bikes to overtake, with one local
resident even claiming that he liked to drive out of Lydd and if the road was
clear get up to 100mph by the time he gets to the Lydd airport turning. I hope
that the police will start monitoring this road as well as the Camber ‘race track’
which every Sunday is so dangerous with both cars and bike tearing along the
road.
I just feel so sorry for the families of the people who have been killed, the
chances are one of the cars was just minding its own business and through
someone else’s recklessness, has been killed.
We all know that when you first pass your test, you think it will never happen to
you and that you are invincible. Well accidents like this one on last Sunday go to
show you are not.
Yours faithfully,
Sandra Todd,
Greatstone.
Dear Looker,,
I am a volunteer gardener at Romney Marsh Visitor Centre which re-openedlast
Wednesday, 14th April for 5 days per week - Wednesday to Sunday. I don't
know whether people are aware of this but I think it should be mentioned in The
Looker as it is a great place to visit for walks, nature & wildlife etc. There is a
children's play area and there are some amazing creatures made out of old
tyres - a snake and a sea serpent- and also wooden reindeer etc. etc.
I have suggested to Jake Jones, the current RMVC Manager, that he
contact you, but I don't know if he has and thought I would alert you
anyway as you might like to do a piece about it in The Looker.
Regards,
Bryony Taylor -Youell.

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003
Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Folkestone

Hythe

01303 272 525

01303 264 400

93 Cheriton High Street,
CT19 4HE

41 High Street,
CT21 5AD

•
•
•
•

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Private chapel of rest

•
•
•
•

Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Home visits
Prepaid funeral plans

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesis one call for a complete gardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, Iʼll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com
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Bigger & Better.
Folkestone
Market will
return in full
after 'long
lockdown'
With the regeneration of Folkestone Town
Centre starting to take shape, some
concern has been raised about the loss
of its traditional street market. However
shoppers need not worry,Plans have
been put in place to enhance
Folkestone's town centre market.
Stalls and their traders returned back to
their pitches last Thursday after a 'long
lockdown'.
Although essential stalls have remained
open throughout the last few months, but
with this week's easing of restrictions,
more traders will return to the high street.

One idea going forward, that has been
proposed, would be to move the current
bus station and convert this area into a
green space suitable for markets. As well
as planting more town centre trees and
landscaping the area.

parking provisions being made available.
Market manager Paul Clark told The
Looker: "Folkestone market is back open
on April 15 every Thursday and Saturday
after a long lockdown.Folkestone council
have reduced the market rent from £3.50
a foot to £1 a foot on both days and are
trying to get a place for the market
traders to park their vans after unloading
their goods. This is instead of parking
outside people's houses over a mile
away.The council are trying to encourage
more stall holders so it can be a thriving
market again in Folkestone town
centre.We hope to see all our customers
back after a long lockdown."

New schemes have been put in place in
a bid to improve the market and
encourage more vendors to set up in the
town. This includes Folkestone and
Hythe District Council (FHDC) reducing
rent from £3.50 a foot to £1, and better

A spokeswoman for the authority said:
“The council budget for 2021/22 include
reduced pitch fees in order to support
growth of the market. In addition the
council is proactively identifying a number
of measures aimed at enhancing the
market and improving the town centre’s
overall offer for residents and visitors.
“The District Council put aside £2.2
million pounds to help local town centre
traders with a High Street Fund, aimed at
helping both current business owners
and new businesses, to make their shops
more accessible, which with better street
signage and help to refit shops would in
tern lead to more jobs within the retail
and food sector.
This project which was started in 2020
has already proved very successful with a
number of new businesses taking
advantage of the scheme.
A further £800,000 was also set aside to
help other high streets across the district.
Any business wanting to find out more
can go to www.folkestone.works
“As well as traditional markets, a Vegan
Veganism market was held successfully
in Guildhall Street during late 2020 which
continues into 2021 as lockdown
measures are eased."
For many years the town had its huge
Sunday market at the Rotunda seafront
site, which used to attract thousands of
people every week. Although the current
market is not on the same scale, it is
hoped that with the lifting of restrictions
and with the District Councils backing, it
will bring a lot more visitors into the town.

The District Council is currently
undergoing a major project to revitalise
not only the shops in the town centre, but
also the whole layout of the town, in a
once in a generation, major remodelling,
which could see the current road layout
changed.

BEETROOT

Basic Gardening Tips
By Michael Gooch

A good standard variety is Boltardy, and now that the soil is
beginning to warm up, beetroot can be sown outdoors in rows 12 to
15 inches apart. Beetroot seeds are in fact clusters of tiny seeds, so
when they begin to germinate each seed will produce several small
seedlings. Preferably sow thinly and cover with half inch of soil which
has a fine tilth and free of as many small stones as possible, then
water in.

Lawns. If you have grass, it will probably need doing every fortnight
or so. Environmentalists are encouraging us not to feel we need to
have a manicured, weed free lawn any more. To keep it a longer is
good for wildlife! So no more guilt trips because you neighbours have When seedlings are large enough to handle, carefully thin out so that
each seedling is about 7 or 8 inches apart. You can use the
a bowling green lawn!
unwanted seedlings on salads after removing the root. Note that
Weeding. You may be struggling to keep up with weeding, but just
beetroot seedlings can’t usually be transplanted as they soon wither
do your best. You only have so many hours in the day! More about
away. At this stage, seedlings are very prone to attack from snails
compost heaps later in article. But if you have inherited or are
and slugs, so use your preferred method of dealing with them.
creating a large garden, you may have a large amount of garden
waste. Folkestone and Hythe council offer a garden bin, which costs You can lift beetroot once they are about the size of a golf ball, and
this will create space for the rest to grow larger. Remove the top
extra, but is useful. I think it was about £48 this year. If you don’t
want to invest in a garden bin, the local Amenity Site in New Romney foliage and boil in batches until soft, then peel them when cool.
and other places, is happy to take garden waste. I believe you still
PEAS
have to make an appointment, but the process is simple via the
Council website. Put the waste into garden bags, or old compost
Peas can be tricky to grow, not least because they provide a good
bags. Once on site you have to tip the bags into an enormous
meal for a number of garden pests such as mice and pigeons!
container, and take your bags home for next time.
Sow outdoors in rows and cover an inch deep with soil, giving plenty
Bedding Plants. If you have reared, or bought some bedding plants, of water to help germination. Some gardeners soak peas over night
they can probably go into ground now. It has been a cold spring, but before sowing to give them a start. Once the green shoots appear, it
hopefully the frosts are over. If you have a lot of daffodils, and you
is advisable to cover with netting or cloches, as the birds of the air
need the space, they can be dug up, and just stored in a cool, dry,
will have a feast at your expense! Most varieties will need supporting
darkish place. Leave the green bits and earth on them. Don’t feel you with canes or sticks, although you can buy varieties which only grow
have to have bedding plants in too early. With massed artificial
to a smaller height. The plants will develop white flowers which
growing, and so many outlets, they are getting earlier and earlier. In produce the pods, and again these need protecting from pigeons with
times gone by, bedding plants didn’t go in until May, or even June,
netting, a scarecrow or other deterrent.
and they will last until the first frosts, so don’t be in too much of a
An alternative method of sowing peas is to get some lengths of
hurry.
guttering and fill them with compost, having sealed up the ends with
If you are rearing your own, they may still be small. In a previous
parcel tape or similar. Then sow the seeds in the compost and if you
article I mentioned about “potting on” when they are about 2” high.
have a greenhouse you can give the seeds a good start to
Fill some small pots, or a divided tray with compost, multipurpose will germinate. Once the plants are about 2 to 3 inches high, scrape a
do. Make a hole with a pencil, and turn it around to enlarge the hole. shallow trench where they are to be planted, then remove tape from
Dig small plant out from seed tray very carefully with a teaspoon,
one end of the guttering and slide the seeds and compost into the
including as much root as you can, and, holding the plant by the seed trench. It helps to water well before doing this. Once in the trench,
leaves (unlike the real leaves) drop into the holes. Very gently, firm
earth up the soil to cover any exposed roots and water in. Then treat
the compost around the stem of small plant, and water with a fine
as if sown as above.
watering can. If you haven’t done it already, giant sunflowers are very
Peas like plenty of moisture and a good feed. Once the pods are
rewarding to grow. They have large seeds and are started off in a
swollen to a reasonable size, start to pick. This will encourage the
small plant pot.
plant to produce more and bigger pods. Peas can be sown in
Compost heaps. If you are getting keen about gardening you may
succession up until early July, by which time you may have some
want to try creating your own compost heaps. They can be
early potatoes to go with them. Add them to your barbecue favourites
permanent, made of bricks or wood, (pallet wood makes a cheap
and you have a meal fit for a king! Once the harvest is complete,
compost heap) but one of the simplest way is just to buy some
compost the plants as they provide nitrogen for your soil in future
chicken wire, and some stout canes, and create a square. 3’ wire is years.
good, but it needs to be lower in the front for ease of access. All
organic waste can be put into it, including grass clippings. A good
MARINE AND COASTAL ACCESS ACT 2009
rule is a combination of green stuff and brown stuff. There are
APPLICATION FOR LYDD RANGES SEA DEFENCES SCHEME
exceptions including cooked food (attracts vermin) and pernicious
weeds. Most of the popular weeds in our gardens come into this
Notice is hereby given that Andrew Martin of JT Mackley & Co ltd,
category, so it is as well to put all weeds in your garden bin or garden
a subsidiary of Van Oord, Bankside House, Henfield Road, Small
waste bags.
Dole, Henfield, BN5 9XQ, has applied to the Marine Management
Organisation under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, Part
Ideally you need at least 2 compost heaps, you need to be able to
4, for a marine licence to undertake Lydd Ranges Sea Defences
turn all the stuff over into the second one to introduce air, which is
Scheme.Copies of the application and associated information may
vital for all the bacteria to do their work. When the first one is emptied
be viewed on line in the Public Register at www.gov.uk/checkmarine-licence-register.
you can fill it up afresh. A few years ago the council gave us all a
plastic compost bin, but it had a lid on it, which encouraged people to
Representations in respect of the application should ordinarily be
keep them covered, but leave it open to the rain. Some things, are
made by:
ok, but take a long time to decompose. After about 2 years, it will be
- Visiting th e MMO public register at:
worked down enough to use. If it is not fine enough, it can be riddled.
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/
A riddle is a garden sieve. Anything that is too big or hasn’t
mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_PUBLIC_REGISTER/
decomposed right down, can be put back in the first bay to go
search?area=3 and accessing the `Public
through the system again.
AND NOW FOR THE VEGETABLES

Computer Maintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?
Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow, or even if it seems dead....
We can help!
ContactThe Computer

People Now for a Free, No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8AS
Shop: 01797 363385 Ali: 07802 470 675 Dave: 07970 804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Representation? section of case reference MLA/
2021/00032
However, we will also accept representations via the
following formats:

By email to marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk;
or alternatively:
By letter addressed to:
Marine Management Organisation, Lancaster House,
Hampshire Court, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7YH
In all cases, correspondence must:
- Be received within 28 days of the date of the first notice (28
April 2021);
- Quote the case reference; and
- include an address to which correspondence relating to the
representation or objection may be sent.
The Marine Management Organisation will pass to the
applicant a copy of any objection or representation we
receive.
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Marsh Memories
function too. Many families, or couples,
were living in rented rooms with shared
facilities, or with in-laws and
overcrowding and lack of privacy were
real problems.
There were none built in New Romney
In common with many other parts of the but some were erected in Langport Road
country, prefabs (short for pre-fabricated and Blenheim Road at Littlestone. The
bungalows), were erected on the Marsh ones in Langport Road were adjacent to
to alleviate the housing shortage after
the six existing houses and were
the war. They were mass produced by
demolished around 1959 to make way
the Ministry of Works and were meant to for the new terraced houses. Those in
last around ten years but some lasted
Blenheim Road were not knocked down
much longer and in some parts of the
until some years later.
country, some are still in use today!
They usually had a kitchen, toilet and
They arrived at their destinations in kit
bathroom and two bedrooms. The fitted
form and were put up in a matter of
kitchen had a fridge and cooker, running
days. They had an important social

Littlestone
Pre-fabs

hot water, a wash boiler, built in storage,
electric lighting and sockets. For many,
this was a huge leap in the quality of life.
The stove pipes poking out of the roofs
gave the bungalows a cottage-type
appearance but not everyone found
them cosy. With little insulation and just
a coal-fired stove for warmth, some
residents spoke of quite often finding
mildew on their clothes.
The picture shows the Pre-fabs on the
right in Langport Road in the 1950s.
The large property to the left is ‘Red
Tiles’ that was the home of Capt. Howey,
the owner of the Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway.

Church Round-Up

Budgeting Tips

There was great rejoicing this past week, as we were able to
meet up out of doors, and the good weather to do it in! Various
churches continue to hold services on Sunday, abeit with strict
Covid restrictions in place and no singing.

Take your time!

By June Gooch

Brookland. St Augustine.
The next service will be an Evensong on May 9th at 6pm.
Fairfield, St Thomas.
The next service will be a Holy Communion at 10am on May 2nd.
Greatstone, St Peters.
It is hoped to start a Sunday service sometime soon. Look out for
notices on the church notice board.
Lydd, All Saints.
A Holy Communion service is held at 10.30am
New Romney, St Nicholas.
A service takes place on Sundays, at 10.30am.
Romney Marsh Community Church.
The internet service continues to be broadcast on YouTube, as
well as a limited number gathering at 10.30am on Sunday
mornings in the church buildings. The service is broadcast on the
big screen, and is paused for personal prayer. Although very
limited, it is good to see people again, and just be in the same
room. Places must be booked through church office, 01797
366855. You can also ring this number for any help or
encouragement, or to access the YouTube service.
Snargate. St Dunstan’s
The next service will be a Holy Communion on Sunday May 9th at
9am.
Food Banks.
These are continuing as before, but with a delivery only service. If
you are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it applies to
single people and couples, not just people with children) RING
DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager, on 07913 573403, to explain
your problem. The food will be delivered to your home. You can
have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food, and help in other
ways, if your problems need to be referred to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC number
01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd
on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank,
which is Tuesdays in New Romney, and Fridays in Lydd.
Demand is high at present, and although all dried and tinned food
is welcome, they are short of Long life milk and fruit juice, jams
and spreads, tinned ham an instant mash, or tinned potatoes.
They do not need tinned soup, pasta or baked beans. There is
plenty of stock of these items. There is also a scheme for
donations to cover needed food items. Go to the website:
www.shepway.foodbank.org.uk
to donate.
Church Chuckle.
A town clerk decided to “take a rise” out of the local vicar, who
had reported that some local gypsies had left a dead donkey at
the gate of his church. The clerk wrote that he thought “it was the
Vicar’s responsibility to bury the dead” The vicar replied politely
“that his first duty was to consult the relatives”
Wit and Wisdom.
Mr Bunter was professionally accustomed to judge human beings,
not in the great crisis of life, but in the minor adjustments of daily
life.
Busman’s Honeymoon. Dorothy L Sayers.
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Before the pandemic there was a sort of social inference, that
the busier you were, they more important you were!! There were
absurd adverts for heartburn medication for people who didn’t
have time to stop for a proper lunch. As a retired nurse, my
feeling was that if you haven’t time to stop for lunch, you deserve
heartburn! It is a known fact that people function better, after a
proper lunch break, so all this rushing about is a health
destroying fallacy. The UK has a poor record on output per
person, so it obviously not helping anyone to be more
productive!
We all had to slow down during the lockdowns, and realise what
are the important things of life. Is the “rushing about” fallacy
creeping back? All the meal delivery firms, from the bottom end
junk food to high end select food, have been prospering.
Deliveroo had 71m transactions last year. There is a general cry
of “haven’t time to cook” I often wonder if it is a mind set, rather
than reality. Sales of streaming services, and box sets has
rocketed. I often wonder where people find the time to do all this
listening and watching and spending hours on their screens.
Even retired, we find our lives busy keeping the house and large
garden under control, keeping in touch with friends and family,
and pursuing hobbies.
With all the fancy cooking programmes on TV, I wonder if
cooking has become too mystical and elitist? This is a mistake.
Ordinary cooking is really simple. People have been doing it
since the discovery of fire! There is a high end service where
people have a recipe sheet and products delivered. On a
consumer programme, they found out that if you looked up the
recipe in a book, or on the internet, and bought the items from a
supermarket, it would cost you about half as much!
So don’t be afraid to have a go at cooking. If you do take the
time, make a big amount of your dish, and freeze some, or keep
it for the next day. If you do take the trouble to cook, don’t worry
about it not looking like the pictures, or shop bought version.
Your own will be much healthier, just as tasty and lacking in lots
of colourings and preservatives. You may have to buy spices and
herbs etc, but once you have them they last for ages!
The “take your time” message applies to spending in general.
There is a dodgy advert, I think for amazon, where it shows
people casually browsing the internet finding and buying
bargains, in the middle of doing other things. Especially if money
is short, every purchase should be a carefully thought out act,
not something you do while your mind is on other things. I
especially dislike the father who is supposed to be rocking his
baby to sleep while browsing the web. I would suggest that his
mind should be totally on his baby, making soothing noises,
humming or singing softly. They will go off to sleep much quicker!
And he won’t grow into one of these parents, who are so
obsessed with their screens that they ignore their children!
So wherever you are in life, try to “take your time” it will help
your finances, and general physical and mental health, look
after your pocket, and you won’t be spending unnecessarily or
recklessly. Debt charities often recommend leaving items “in your
basket” for 24 hours, while you decide if you really need it.
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