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Voting turn out was described
as steady, in the first real test
of how the country feels about
the political state of the
country.
Coming mid-term and after a
Covid Pandemic, the national
mood of the country was put to
the test last Thursday in a
battle for the Kent County
Council seats, which were all
up for the taking (With the
exception of the Elham seat,
which has been postponed
because of the death of a
candidate along with a bi-

election for several town and
Parish Councils).
Locally candidates stood on a
number of issues and several
weeks of heated debate
separated the parties.
The Liberal Party stood in a
pact with the local Green Party,
mainly standing on opposition
to the Princes Parade
Development of a new coastal
park, leisure centre and a mix
of beach front and affordable
housing as their only real
ambition.
Romney Marsh has its own
unique problems, being that
large parts of the area are still

unprotected by sea defences.
With former Councillor Tony
Hills, reminding the electorate
about how hard he has pushed
for a number of projects
including beach replenishment
and millions of pounds to
complete the permeant
defences.
Folkestone, at the last district
election, turned Red with
Labour making huge gains on
the town council along with a
record number of district
councillors being elected. They
have mainly been standing of
opposition of new build
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Dramatic
Seaside
Rescue

By David Wimble

Beach walkers were reminded
recently of the dangers of getting
stuck in the mud on our
beaches. With thousands of
visitors expected to visit our
beaches in the coming months,
beach walkers were reminded
that although tranquil, the beach
can also be a dangerous place.
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Whilst out delivering The Looker a fortnight ago, we noticed a
large multi-agency response to a person stuck in the mud at
Dymchurch.
The person appeared to be walking along the low tide mark and
was stuck fast. Coastguards along with Police and Kent Fire
and Rescue all worked together to free the stranded person,
using mud rescue techniques.
Afterwards one of the Coastguard team told The Looker: “This
was a very traumatic experience for the person and luckily the
alarm was raised and we could get to them before the tide
came in. The problem with our beaches after the winter storms
is they can become very unpredictable, one day the beach will
appear firm and stable, the next it could be very unsafe.”
The Looker published some tips on what to do if you get stuck
in a mud hole, or as some people call it ‘Quicksand’ a few years
ago, and we have updated it.

Though it's not
quite as deadly
as it appears in
movies,
quicksand can
still throw an
unsuspecting
beach goer or
walker. It’s
nature’s version
of pulling the rug
out from under
you, after all,
and it's a rare
enough occurrence that can cause even the most seasoned
beach goers to panic.

QUICK TIPS
Make yourself as light as possible—toss your bag, jacket, and
shoes.
If you realise you are actually stuck CALL 999 and ask for the
Coast Guard and try and give them as much information as you
can so they can get to you quickly.
Try to take a few steps backwards.
Keep your arms up and out of the quicksand.
Try to call for help from a passing person, be carful not for them
to also get stuck. see if they can throw you a life ring and help
pull you out to pull yourself out.
Take deep breaths.
Move slowly and deliberately.
TRY TO KEEP CALM

WHAT IS QUICKSAND?
Quicksand is a bit of a misnomer, because it isn't always, well,
sand—it’s any mass of sand, clay, or dirt particles that contains
trapped water. The water turns the “sand” into a thick liquid mud
that collapses under moving weight. This quicksand then re-
solidifies, trapping whatever may have sunk into its depths.

Unlike typical mud, quicksand can appear solid upon first
glance. It is not until a person tries to step through it that this
ground liquefies under his or her feet.

WHERE IS QUICKSAND FOUND?
Contrary to what you may have seen in movies, quicksand is
not actually often found in the desert. Why? Because in order
for quicksand to form, there needs to be water present. Flowing

water underground agitates the sand, which can create
quicksand. So quicksand is generally located on beaches or
near tidal riverbanks and marshes.

HOW TO
AVOID IT
Your best bet
for surviving
quicksand is to
avoid it
altogether.
Awareness is
key!

Know
Quicksand
Danger Zones:
Be on the
lookout for
quicksand

around wet terrain on beaches and near tidal flats, riverbanks,
lakes, marshes. Be extra careful after a large rainstorm.
Eye Your Terrain: If water is bubbling up from below the ground,
you may have stumbled upon some quicksand. Terrain with a
rippled appearance is also a key indicator.
Test Before You Step: Tap the ground in front of you with
trekking poles or a walking stick. If the ground gives way under
the walking stick, map another course.

HOW TO ESCAPE IT
If you can’t avoid it, you have to escape it. Here’s how!
Eliminate excess weight: Throw your backpack to the side, and
take off your shoes, if possible. The lighter you can make your
body, the easier it will be to extract yourself.
Backpedal: Before you sink too deep, take a few quick steps
backward to where the ground was solid. Avoid large lunging
steps, because a straddled position will make it harder to
manoeuvre if one leg gets stuck.
Head Above Water: Keep your arms and head above the
surface at all times.
Float Your Way Out: If you sink and find yourself waist deep,
lean back into a back float position. Much like sitting, this evenly
distributes your weight, and allows your feet to float up to the
surface. After your feet break through the surface, slowly inch
your way to “shore.”
Use Your Resources: Assess your surroundings, if you are on a
river bank, utilize any trees with reachable branches. Only grab
them after you have achieved a safe position (back float or
seated with legs above surface).
Free Your Legs: Inch by inch, move your legs one at a time
upward toward the surface of the quicksand. With every inch
you move a leg up, allow a moment for the quicksand to fill the
space it once occupied. Depending on how deep you have
sunk, this process could take hours. Patience will prevail, while
big movements will further liquefy the quicksand and reverse
your progress.
Use a walking stick: If you have a walking stick or trekking pole
with you, now is the time to use it (arguably it was before you
got stuck, but hindsight is 20/20!). Lay the pole on the surface of
the quicksand, and lower your back onto it. This will help
stabilize you while freeing your legs.
Breathe Deeply: This will promote both buoyancy and
calmness.

Coastguards working with Police and Fire and Rescues crews at the scene
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housing, other than affordable housing and one bedroom flats.
The party was described as traditional hard left wing ‘Corbynite’
party.
In Cheriton, Labour had a fight with a representation from a
member of the Trade Unionists and Socialists Against Cuts
(which some observers, stated would split the vote).
Folkestone West Ward, was one of the most contested wards,
with 6 nominations with the three conventional big names, being
joined by the Reform Party, The Socialist party of Great Britain
and an independent.
With elections opening at 7am until 10pm last Thursday, Covid
procedures meant that the count would be carried out the
following day (Friday) at the three Hills Sports pavilion in
Folkestone. With the results being declared as follows.

Cheriton, Sandgate & Hythe East
BINGHAM Paul Richard Labour Party 792
LOVE Rory Cassian Conservative Party 2143
PRATER Tim Liberal 2122
SEGAL Eric TradeUnionists against cuts Cuts 91
Turnout: 34.95%

Folkestone East
HESS Max Lionel The Socialist Party 89
LAWES Mary Elizabeth Foundation Party 561
MEADE Jackie Labour Party 1324
PASCOE Dick The Conservative Part 1132
SCOTT-SANSOM Harry Liberal 361
Turnout: 26.00%

Folkestone West
DAVISON Laura Frances Labour Party 1792
JEFFREY Dylan The Conservative Party 2105
PEMBERTON Alison Liberal Democrats 541
PRIESTLEY Diane Joy Independent 264
SMITH David Kevan Reform UK 127
THOMAS Andy The Soc Party of Great Britain 55
Turnout: 33.53%

Hythe West
GOODE Anthony Peter Labour Party 499
LAWS LenUK Independence Party (UKIP) 189
TRELOAR Georgina Sarah Green Party 1997
WEATHERHEAD Andy Conservative Party 2592
Turnout: 40.10%

Romney Marsh
COOPER Tony Labour and Co-op Party 811
ELLIOTT Eric Reform UK 182
HILLS Tony Conservative Party Candidate
3139
MEYERS Ian Barry UKIP 309
WATKINSON Malcolm Paul Green Party 603
Turnout: 33.55%

SAFTEY ON THE SAND
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PLANT SALE
in aid of the
OLD SCHOOL

Will be held in Rolfe Lane this year,
at these locations on

Saturday 22nd May, 9.30 onwards

Also at
Orchard Cottage,
Church Road &
60 St Nicholas Road

Plants of all sorts, garden accessories, cakes etc

All covid guidlines will be followed
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Road check reminder for
scrapmetal waste
carriers
Anyone removing waste, including scrap metal, tyres and building
materials from properties and businesses across Folkestone,
Hythe and Romney Marsh must ensure they are licensed to do
so.

The reminder comes after 45 drivers of waste carriers were
stopped at road checks in Folkestone and Lydd earlier this month
in a joint operation by Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s
Community Safety Unit and Kent Police.

As well as ensuring that waste is properly disposed of, the police
and council officers were also checking for any high-value metal,
particularly from car catalytic converters, following a rise in thefts
across Kent. In addition vehicles were checked for adequate
insurance and for having no smoking signs in cabs.

Ten drivers were reminded of the need to carry waste disposal
licences with them during journeys. Two had not applied for a
licence and each was issued with a fixed penalty notice and £300
fine. In addition fixed penalty notices and £200 fines were issued
to three drivers who had failed to display no smoking signs in
vehicles.

An F&HDC
spokesperson said:
“Too many drivers
stopped needed to
be reminded of their
obligations as
carriers of scrap
metal and for those
without a licence it
was an expensive
error. We will
continue to work with
partner agencies to
ensure that metal
and other waste is
disposed of properly
and in accordance
with the law.”

Insp Andy Brittenden of the Folkestone & Hythe Community
Safety Unit said: “Kent Police is taking every opportunity to pursue
those who are involved in the theft of catalytic converters and
bring them before the courts.

“Working with partner agencies and engaging with scrap metal
dealers in this way makes it easier for officers to trace sellers of
stolen metal and also identify any dealers who may be operating
illegally.”

Anyone carrying scrap metal has to be registered with a local
authority. For more information go to folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/
licensing/other-licences-and-permits/scrap-metal-dealers

Calls for better enforcement
for parking offenders this
summer
With more people expected to stay in the UK and visit the counties costal
resorts, local residents have raised fears over grid locked roads if a repeat
of last year parking issues return.

Kent is one of the most visited counties in the country and benefits from
millions of pounds worth of tourism income each year, this in turn supports
thousands of jobs. But concerns about the risks of grid locked roads has
been raised after the visitors just abandoned cars on double yellow lines
last year in a bid to get to the beach.

Last summer saw numbers of tourist unprecedented since the 1970s visit
our coast and with the people came the problem of parking.

The district has long been associated with the problems that Camber Sands
can cause and it is not unprecedented to have 3-mile tailbacks from the
beach car park. But last year the East Sussex council decided to shut the
beaches and instead the tourist migrated to our coast line, with Dymchurch
and the beaches of Greatstone and Littlestone being particularly hard hit.
Over a two week period, Stage Coach had to suspend its services to Lydd-
on-sea and Dungeness a number of times, leaving commuters stranded as
buses could not make their way through illegally parked cars parked on
double yellow lines with residents also annoyed that even household drives
had been parked in.

A call for much harsher enforcement, including signs threatening to have
vehicles towed away if illegally parked along with increased penalty
charges of £200 instead of the current fixed penalty charge of £50 fines if
someone should park on double yellow lines or across private driveways.
Terry Benfleet told The Looker: “These people who come down from
London think that paying £50 to park is an expectable risk. You cannot park
anywhere in Central London for less than about £20 per hour these days,
so a fifty pound fine is good value. But perhaps if that fine was to raise to
£200 they might think twice, or better still if the car has been ticketed and is
still there after 3 hours, get it towed away and slap another £200 release
fee on top! We don’t want to drive these people away, but for local
residents, we have to live here and must be able to get on with our
everyday lives.”

Whilst the district depends on the visitors for its economy, concerns that the
irresponsible way that visitors behave have been raised in The Looker
many times over the past 10 years. We have reported how previously with
so many people on the beach, Littlestone RNLI Inshore Lifeboat crew, had
trouble getting to the boathouse to launch the lifeboat. And last year an
ambulance taking over half an hour to get from New Romney High Street to
Littlestone, when a girl was hit by a car.

Another idea put forward by Mr Benfleet was to turn local farmer’s fields
into overflow car parks. He said: “ I am really surprised that land like the
plot at the end of the golf course could not be turned into a car park, just for
the summer months, All you would need to do is put in a hut and pay
someone to manage it, you could charge £15 all day and make a fortune as
I am sure you could park around 300 cars on that site if organised and I am
sure the owner would benefit nicely with over £4,500 a day coming in”
What do you think, do visitors abuse our area and should fines be put up?
Email: info@thelooker.co.uk



Page 6 Page 7

Battle Of Britain
Museum –work
progressing as
Scramble
watches
Jan Holben
Although closed to the public through the
pandemic months the Kent Battle of
Britain museum is geared up to be back
in business again soon.
The museum has been closed to the
public during the Covid months – but
there has been no stopping the work that
goes on there – with lots of progress on
restoration of the Bristol Blenheim Mk. IV
(Bolingbroke) Cockpit by museum
volunteer Julian Richardson. Julian
mostly spends his time restoring classic
cars at his workshop near Whitstable, but
also finds the time to work on the
Blenheim pilots seat framework. The
under surface of the cockpit has been
sprayed two coats of duck egg blue paint,
and he will be spraying the green and
brown camouflage on the upper surfaces
imminently. Once many of the internal
parts are bolted back in, they will be
mounting the cockpit onto the centre
section – another brilliant milestone
achieved.
Chairman of the Kent Battle of Britain
Museum Trust Dave Brocklehurst MBE
has been working hard too and has spent
considerable time working on displays in
the Armoury and the Operation Block –
mostly the Sgt. Ernest Scott Spitfire
Display Cabinet, the Recovered Aircraft
Weapons Display Cabinet and the Sgt.

Douglas Crabtree Display Cabinet. This
means sorting through the extensive
archives to find the right photographs to
add to the displays.
Even Scramble, the Museum cat and
mascot, who has been sadly confined to
the flat she shares with Dave on site, due
to another spell of illness – wants to
assure everyone that although not well
enough to go out just yet – she has
positioned herself on the window sill so
she can make sure that Dave is working
hard and not having too many tea breaks!
She says she is is also supervising his
Facebook updates too!
The pre season public event over the May
Bank Holiday, planned with care to
ensure strict Covid rules adherence, was
a resounding success despite the
changeable weather – giving confidence
that future events can be achieved safely.

Dave and his team hope that they will be
able to reopen in just over a weeks time
on Tuesday 18th May (if Government lift
restrictions on 17th May).
Amongst the visitors on the pre season
May Day event was Bonnie and her

family from Hawkinge Veterinary Surgery.
Bonnie has been Scrabble's vet
throughout her recent bouts of bad health
and thanks to Bonnie and her teams care
Scramble is very much now on the road
to recovery. Scramble is becoming quite
the celebrity cat and now has a beautiful
portrait hanging in the Museum shop,
painted by Ashley Young.
If you would like to know more about the
Museum and the No. 25 Squadron Mess
and Tea Rooms do check out the website
at www.kbobm.org
Dave and his volunteer team very much
hope you will be able to join them soon at
the Museum and Tea Rooms to help the
Museum (which is on Aerodrome Road,
Hawkinge, CT18 7AG) continue to raise
much needed funds so that the work can
continue.

Dog owners
responsibilities ahead of
summer
From Saturday 1 May the annual seasonal dog restrictions will
come into force and dogs will be banned from certain beaches
across the district until 30 September. Ahead of this, Folkestone &
Hythe District Council is urging dog owners to be responsible this
summer and enjoy beaches considerately.

Nine stretches of beach have a summer beach ban however, with
26 miles of coastline there are plenty of other areas available for
dogs and owners to enjoy. Dog-free signs are in place along the
promenade to remind dog owners of the restrictions.

The beaches where a dog beach ban is in place are:

· Folkestone - Sunny Sands.

· Folkestone - Mermaids Beach in front of Lower Leas
(Coastal Park).

· Sandgate/Seabrook - Sandgate Castle to BP Garage.

· Hythe - Twiss Road to St Leonard’s Road.

· Dymchurch - Sycamore Gardens to Martello Car Park.

· St Mary’s Bay - The Fairway to river outfall.

· Littlestone - Water tower at Madeira Road to Clark Road.

· Greatstone - Jolly Fisherman carpark through to 17 the
Parade.

· Greatstone - 114 the Parade through to 172 the Parade.

Unfortunately, Dog
mess becomes a
greater issue over
the summer. The
majority of dog
owners clean up
after their pets, but
there is a minority
who ignore the
rules causing
problems to other
people and
animals.

Dog mess can transmit the disease Toxocara Canis to humans and
although the disease is rare, it can cause disability including
blindness with children being particularly vulnerable.

Bins and dog bins are available along our promenades so please
don’t hang dog waste bags on trees or bushes. This encourages
others to do the same and is still considered littering. So remember
- bag it, tie it, bin it. Failure to clean up after your dog will result in a
fine upwards of £100.

A council spokesperson said, “These seasonal restrictions mean
that we can keep these popular beach areas dog free for the busy
summer months. We ask owners to respect these seasonal
measures by enjoying other parts of the district.

“Any bin will do for dog poo so there’s really no excuse. In addition
to posing a health risk, dog mess just isn’t very nice for other
residents or visitors to have to experience.

“Dog mess can also affect our sea water quality too – something
we all want to avoid as our family or friends enjoy the beach during
the summer.”

You can find a detailed map of dog banned beaches and report
dog mess by following the link - https://www.folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk/environmental-protection/dogs-on-beaches
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Welcome to edition 274

Editor’s Word
Our District – One Big
Film Set

By Jan Holben
The last few weeks has seen several locations in our district
being used as film sets, if you have passed through or live in
Sandgate, Hythe or Folkestone you would not have missed the
collections of ‘on location’ vehicles, roadies usually dressed in
black jeans and t-shirts, usually surrounded by lots of filming
technology and paraphernalia.

The most recent filming to take place is a TV series about the
Sex Pistols – an English punk Rock band formed in the late
1970’s. This is being filmed in Dover and currently in Sandgate
too and is directed by renown director Danny Boyle (of
Trainspotting fame). This also explains the recent (but
temporary) makeover of the small car showroom on Sandgate
High Street, to give it a distinct 1970’s look. Only a few weeks
ago, Hythe residents, or visitors to Fisherman's beach, would
have seen filming trucks and crew readying for another shoot –
this time is was for the lovely little TV series ‘Back To Life’.
The Sex Pistols series and ‘Back To Life’ are some of the more
recent productions filmed here – but the district has a history of
providing settings for films or TV series. Going back some years
to very early 1950’s ‘Lady Godiva Rides Again’ was made here.
Described as a ‘British comedy film about a small town girl who
wins a local beauty pageant and finds herself unprepared for the
cut-throat world of fame when she competes in a rigged
Fascination Soap beauty competition’. This film was inspired by
the real life Miss Kent beauty pageant 1950, which was held at
The Leas Cliff Hall, and featured Diana Dors, known as the
‘blond bombshell’.
Moving forward a few years to 2008 there was ‘Greetings’ - a
psychological horror, written and directed by Ken Colley – who
filmed with a small cast over just twenty days – this filming was
shot at Ken’s house which is in our district.
Also filmed in and around Folkestone, this time during 2010,
was ‘The Fight’ which tells the story of Tina, a care worker and
amateur boxer whose life in a quiet seaside town is anything but
quiet as she juggles full time jobs and childcare – until finally
determined to come to terms with her pent up anger, dons her
fighting gloves and steps into the boxing ring.
2013 brought the filming crew for ‘Everyone’s Going To Die’ to
Folkestone Harbour, the Grand Hotel, Dymchurch Amusements
and other locations. This film is set in a fictional English seaside
town and is about Melanie a character whose life is going
nowhere until a mysterious man comes into town.
In 2014 ‘Sweets Made Simple’ was filmed in Littlestone – this
was a BBC Two four part series featuring award-winning
confectioners as they lovingly made childhood favourites such
as; Sherbet Dippers and Turkish Delight as well as modern
treats, including Gingerbread Latte Fudge and Tequila Chilies.
Indeed there are many more films and TV series that have been
filmed in our towns and villages – and why not? There is
everything a film maker could want in the way of scenery, all in

one place – long sandy or pebble beaches, beautiful
countryside, wooded areas, striking and theatrical looking
buildings, WW1 and military settings and lots more – as well as
great scenery this area also has an impressive and colourful
history of musical and theatrical beginnings.
If you were into the 1970’s rock scene, and punk rock in
particular, keep an eye open for the Sex Pistols story – the six-
part series called ‘Pistol’ is based on the band’s bassist Steve
Jones’ memoir and documents the rise to fame of the band –
with band members Johnny Rotten, Steve Jones, Glen Matlock,
Paul Cook and Sid Vicious.
And also one to watch out for, following on from the first series,
is ‘Back To Life’ . For those who watch series 1 – you may want
to find out what character Miri Matteson, who served an 18
month prison sentence, gets up to next in this ‘dark comedy’.
Pics: Sandgate Garage filmset – photo courtesy of David
Hebditch, and 70’s vehicles parked up at the harbour car park,
ready for filming.

As I write my editors word, it is Thursday afternoon and I have
already done my duty of setting off to vote for not only our
County Councillor but also the Kent Police and Crime
Commissioner.

At the new Romney Polling station the turnout was brisk and I
am sure you would have read on the front page who the victors
were.

It has been a very busy time across the district with town and
Parish councils selecting New Mayors and Chairmen and
Women to work on our behalf across the district.
I was also amused by the letter in this edition from Mandy
Moore who wrote in asking what the point was of electing
people, if they don’t have a voice. We had our District and Town
Council annual meetings last Wednesday and it was obviously
apparent that all the opposition Parties (Except the Folkestone
and Hythe Independent Party Councillors and the 2 UKIP
councillors) abstained from all votes, other than ones that they
were nominated to chair? This cannot be good, it is a shame
that this was not available for the public to see, before the
county elections, because then you would have a good idea
what the Green Party along with the Labour and Liberal party
do. As Mandy said ‘what is the point, if they do not say anything
and just abstain, are they only turning up to get their
allowances?’

Unfortunately, the New Romney Town Council was also held on
the same night, so I was not able to attend both. (Although I did

try and log in to watch the procedures only for the connection
not letting me join in with the meeting).
I personally am pleased that we will all be able to get back to
face to face meetings, (which are possible from this week
forward). It’s all very well having Zoom meetings, but it’s very
hard to gauge the conversation when you cannot speak at ease
and look other councillors in the eye.
So enough of politics.

We have some good news, The Looker is confirmed that we will
be starting our ‘Famous’ party nights in September, with the first
one being held at St Marys Bay Village Hall on the 25th

September. Tickets are not yet available, but we already have
had a number of people wanting to book tables. Because of
social distancing, we will not be able to have the same numbers
as the last one, and all tickets must be purchased in advance.
We will of course publish details soon.

OK, lets talk Christmas! Yep… I know its only May, but two
years ago we printed our Looker Calendars, and these proved
very popular, so with the help of Dymchurch based artist Paul
Apps, we are already working on our new calendar. These will
feature water colour scenes of our district. (we hope to have
these printed by August, so that people have plenty of time to
buy them). We also remind you that these calendars help fund
our local community paper, so if you enjoy The Looker here is a
way of donating some money and in return, getting some
beautiful artwork to look at too.

Finally, you will notice that this edition is a bit bigger than the
past 6 months; this is due to advertisers coming onboard as we
increase our circulation to our normal distribution. Thank you for
all the advertisers, who make this possible.
We also will be introducing our new sports reports in up and
coming issues so if you are a club secretary then let us know
what your results are and we will get them in the next edition.

If you would like to advertise in the largest free Bi-Weekly
Newspaper, give me a call on 01797 364837.
Happy reading.
David.
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MPDistrict leisure centres
awarded £90k funding
from National Leisure
Recovery Fund
As reported in the Looker earlier this month, following a successful
bid by Folkestone & Hythe District Council, the Marsh Academy
Sports Centre in New Romney and Three Hills Sports Park in
Folkestone have both been awarded much-needed financial
support totalling £90,000 from the government’s National Leisure
Recovery Fund.

The government
has provided
£100 million to
266 local
authorities
across England
with the process
managed by
Sport England.
In line with the
government
roadmap both of
the district’s
leisure centres
re-opened on
Monday 12
April.

The National Leisure Recovery Fund, which opened in December
2020, is designed to give the leisure sector the best chance of
recovery in the medium to long term, by supporting with the
reopening of publicly owned facilities, as well as being used to
rebuild their customer base.

The core
objectives of
the National
Leisure
Recovery
Fund are to:

Support the
reopening of
public sector
leisure
facilities and
activities
following the
second
period of
national
restrictions in
England.

Provide the
best chance
of recovery to
a position of
sustainable

operation over the medium to long term.

Sustain the delivery of activities (such as swimming) that aren't
widely accessible in the private market.

Enhance health and wellbeing and support physical activity across
England – contributing to the government’s objectives around
healthy lifestyles, reducing obesity and reducing inequality.

A council spokesperson said: “This is fantastic news for the leisure
centres which have been hit especially hard over the past year. As
national restrictions continue to change, our leisure centres will play
a vital role in encouraging people to get active and healthy.

“We are extremely pleased to receive this money to help support
these two leisure centres. The grant will go a long way to help with
their recovery and will allow them to provide the best possible
choice of COVID-secure activities that residents can enjoy once
again”.

Rotary Club Golf Day a
great success
The first Rotary Club of Romney Marsh Golf Day for at
least ten years was held at the Littlestone Warren Golf
Club on 28th April with all proceeds being donated to
C.A.R.M. (Caring altogether on Romney Marsh)

“Come along and play golf we are raising money for CARM”

“Don’t get there too early, don’t get too close, stay in your
groups of 4”

“After golf please enjoy a drink but please don’t stay long
after”

“Can I volunteer – yes please”

“Do you need more volunteers – no ta”

“Can I come and watch, mingle and socialise – no please
don’t”

What a strange way to carry on in a golf day - but in these
COVID times we were grateful just to be able to go ahead.
Yet it worked. Yes, it was a bit cold, particularly sitting
outside on the raffle or assisting directing the car parking,
or manning the CARM table, even in the through draft in the
dining room manning the registration desk and yes, we
were a bit concerned when there was a shower but the
golfers all turned up at the right time, the breakfast muffin
was stupendous, there was tea and coffee too and all 25
teams were dispatched onto the golf course on time. The
course was in great early season condition, the greens firm
and fast.
Some very good scoring ensued. Members were the main
success story, but the Warren though short is no pushover
and demands a bit of respect and a fair degree of
knowledge.

Well done to prize winners:-
- Team Watkins first place with a rather magnificent
gross 50 – yes that’s right. They failed miserably on one
hole having their solitary par! A net 47.
- Team Foster a net 50 – second on countback over
the last 12 holes.
- Team Harrison a net 50 too.
- Longest drive, bottle of champagne, on the 14th was
won by a young T Bate (much to the delight of dad – it is on
ice apparently!).
- Nearest the pin prizes on the 5 par 3 holes – Gill
Singfield, Chris Reynolds (twice), Sean McDermott and
James Lowther.
Thanks to all that assisted with the organisation of the day,
those Rotarians who volunteered, those who sponsored
holes, David Mills and the team at the Golf Club (who were
most helpful both before and during the day), Helen and
Victoria from CARM but most of all to all those who came
and played and made it such a good day. We have already
booked 27th April next year so we can do it all over again.

Oh, yes the numbers are still tb finalised but it looks like we
have raised over £2,700 for our nominated charity.

Mark Singfield

On Wednesday this week, along with other Kent MPs,
I met with the Chief Constable of Kent Police, Alan
Pughsley, for a briefing on the murder investigation
following the death of the police community support
officer (PCSO) Julia James. Her body was discovered
on 27 April in Akholt Wood, in Snowdown, between
Canterbury and Dover. She was not on duty at the
time of her death, and there was no apparent motive
for her killing. Kent Police are conducting a thorough
investigation and if you have any information that
could be helpful you can call them on 0800 0514 526
or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
Crimes like this are very rare, but in most murder
investigations, somebody, somewhere will have
information that could help the police identify the
person who committed the crime. However, until that
time, and given the brutal nature of the murder of
Julia James, Kent Police have advised people in the
area around Snowdown to remain cautious, vigilant
and aware of your surroundings when you are out
and about. Also, to remember to keep your phone on
you and charged, plan your route and tell someone
where you are going and how long you will be.

We are continuing to make excellent progress with
the roll out of the coronavirus vaccine. As of Tuesday
this week, a total of more than 34.6 million people in
Britain have been given a first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine, out of a population of 67 million. We also
have orders in place for over 510 million doses of
eight different COVID-19 vaccines, some of which
remain under development. The ready supply of
vaccines and the excellent work of our NHS has
given us one of the most effective vaccination
programmes in the world. With over 50% of people
having been vaccinated, the UK is ahead of the
United States of America on 44%, Germany on 28%
and France on 23%. The vaccination programme has
helped to stop the spread of the virus, and on several
days in the last few weeks there have been no
reported new cases of coronavirus in the Folkestone
and Hythe district. The covid vaccines have also
protected people who do get the virus from the need
to be treated in hospital. Currently, for the East Kent
hospitals trust area there are only eight people in
hospital receiving treatment for COVID-19 and none
of them are on ventilators. This compares to an
average daily admittance rate for covid in east Kent,
of 38 per day at the start of the year. This week we
are also expecting the government to give updated
travel advice on which countries are considered to be
safer to visit, once non-essential international travel is
allowed again. Travel for tourism is expected to
resume along with the return of indoor hospitality,
from 17th May. The government has also announced
this week that from the autumn, everyone over the
age of 50 will be offered a covid vaccine booster jab.
This will either be a repeat of one of the main
vaccines currently being administered, or potentially a
new vaccine designed to protect against a new
variant strain of covid, if that is required.
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A keymoment
in Folkestone's
ongoing
regeneration
Tenants of our new beach huts along
Marine Walk in Folkestone have been
picking up their keys with great
excitement.

The ambitious regeneration project has
seen 35 of the original structures
retained and refurbished – together with
the installation of 80 new wooden ones,
in both large and smaller sizes.

Designs by the celebrated artist Rana
Begum, which incorporates 118 different
paint colours, have been implemented by
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
officers and will form part of the
upcoming Folkestone Triennial
programme.

All previous tenants were given the
opportunity to have a beach hut in the
same location as the one previously
leased to them. The remaining huts were
then allocated – in date order – to those
on the waiting list.

One of the lucky tenants is Hannah
Carnell, who opened the doors of her
beach hut for the first time with children
Romilly, Lucien and Eliot.

She said: “I’m very excited, particularly
after the year we’ve just had. It will be
great to spend more time with the kids
and meet people down here – there’s a
real sense of community already.

“I love the look, a lot of thought has
clearly gone into the design – not only
are the beach huts functional they are
also attractive. The whole project really
lifts the seafront and is a great asset for
Folkestone.”

Due to the popular demand, the waiting
list for beach huts is closed and we are
not able to consider any further requests
at this time.

The council has also carried out work on
improving the surrounding area, including
repairing retaining walls and replacing
ramps and steps.

A Folkestone & Hythe District Council
spokesperson said: “The new beach huts
have brought about a much-needed
improvement to the area, and it’s
fantastic to see people now setting up
their beach huts for the summer months.

“They have a head-turning paint scheme
as part of this year’s Folkestone
Triennial, which means that tenants not
only have their own space but are a part
of art history too.”

Following the success of the project, the
council is now looking at other sites
across the district to potentially increase
its beach hut and tourism offering.

The council is considering doing a similar
scheme at New Romney with work
expected to start at the end of the year

THE ALL-NEW MADEIRA
LODGE CARE HOME
OPENING IN SPRING 2021
The luxurious grand makeover of this well-known
and respected care home right on the seafront will
offer residents unrivalled facilities coupled with top-
notch care delivered through the expert guidance
of the home manager Sarah Pennington.

Expect to be spoilt with bespoke care and
facilities to enable you to live the life you want
whilst being fully supported to do so.

Madeira Lodge Facilities

• Specialist dementia care
• Dementia support dog
• 24 hour care
• Designed for ease of mobility
• Resident wellbeing monitoring

throughout
• 20 new ensuite bedrooms
• 1950’s retro diner

• Large and
comfortable
communal lounge
and dining area

• Sensory garden
• Petting farm
• Unspoiled and far-

reaching views

Providing specialist respite and personal care for the elderly,
Madeira Lodge operates a home from home philosophy that
enables individual independence and freedom to live your
best life. The Madeira Lodge care home team looks forward to
welcoming you into their warm and safe caring environment.

Contact us on 01797 363242
for all enquires about this lodge
www.belmonthealthcare.co.uk

0333 444 0121 enquires@belmonthealthcare.co.uk

f t

OPENING SOON

ELDERLY AND DEMENTIA

CARE HOME NEW ROMNEY
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Pubs, Breweries and
Hotels in Sandgate over
the years

Jill Partridge Sandgate Society Archives
There have been over the years many pubs, clubs and hotels in
Sandgate in fact at one time it was reported there were over
thirty pubs alone in Sandgate, also several breweries. I thought
this tale might be of interest to the reader so we need to start
way back in the late 1700s!
Although we know that the Castle in Sandgate was built in 1538
by order of Henry VIII, and the first houses recorded in the
Village were the shipbuilder’s cottage in the late 1700s, the first
pub that we have found mentions of was the Rose Tavern in
Prospect Road which was there in the 18th century. Sadly we
have not got a definite date for it, the premises had formerly
been called Lawn Cottage, but no record of how long it was in
business!
1717 – Sandgate House whose location is unknown however
was on a list of Folkestone Beer houses but was most likely in
Sandgate although the boundary between Folkestone and
Sandgate, at that time ran from the foot of Sandgate Hill by the
Fleur de Lis.
1725 – Fleur de Lis at 23 Sandgate High St. was in business
from the 1700s to 1974. At one time there were only 3 houses in
Sandgate one being the Fleur. It was said to have been a
meeting place for smugglers, also a haven for shipwrecked
sailors in times past. In 1888 it was almost completely rebuilt and
extended. Apparently, it was in the Flisher family who held the
licence for 175 years from the 1740s
1765 – Sandgate Fort was in business until 1772, location
unknown however it is thought it possibly became the Castle
Tavern in the High Street
1775 – The Royal Kent and Tap, formerly the New Inn, a
wonderful old Coaching Inn in the High Street. Very up market
with a garden leading down to the sea. Over time had many
famous visitors inc. Queen Victoria when she was a Princess
along with her mother!
1792 – 1804 The Trotting Horse, which stood on Castle Green
1792 The Good Intent unsure of this exact location but possibly
in the vicinity of the Castle, nor how long it was in business
1789c to Present Day Ship Inn documents show when it was
built. It is recorded that in 1838 a Mr Hogben was a fishmonger
and beer retailer there, from 1890, beer only was served and the
fish shop had ceased trading, extensive alterations took place. In
1929 it was granted a full licence to sell beer wines and spirits.
There is said to be a ghost on the premises of a fish lady whose
appearance is accompanied by a strong smell of fish!
1805 – Present Day Royal Norfolk Hotel, formerly named The
Ship, it was first referred to as the Royal Norfolk in 1864 after the
Duchess of Norfolk and her children enjoyed a long stay there. In
1901 the old building was demolished and the new building was
opened in 1902.
1805 – 1911 Castle Tavern, formerly the Martello Tower 11
High St
1815 – 1911 Duke of York was located a few buildings east of
the Royal Norfolk; in WW1 it became the Allies CafŽ and stayed
that way for a number of years latterly known as Bougie Bistro,
now a house
1825 – 1914 The Alexandra Hotel & Alhambra Theatre, formerly
The Bricklayers Arms 103 High Street, finally becoming The
Rex Cinema, now an apartment block stands there.
1830 – 1871 Victoria Tavern – located where the Memorial now
is
1838 -1864 Good Intent possibly. in Castle Rd, where York
House is
1838 – 1862 The Marine Hotel stood in the High Street, where
the Coastguard Cottages are now.
c1843 – Present day The Providence Inne 47-49 High St. the
exact year of opening is unknown, 1826 Directory lists John
Elgar as a Pork Butcher, 1838 now a butcher and beer retailer,
1852 Slaughter house built at the back. In 1854 named the
Providence Inne, in 1970s extended into the Seabreeze CafŽ
which stood on the corner
1841 – 1869 Duke of Wellington in Chapel Street (Wilberforce
Rd)

1843 – 1869 The Sebastopol in the back half of the Ship Inn

1843-1852 Brewery run by Richard Hills at Hillside transferred
to Brewers Hill in 1852
1851 A Brewery run by Frederick Sladden in Camp Road, that
became Ordnance Rd which by 1896 was known as Brewers Hill
1854 – 1858 Alma exact location not known possibly in Military
Rd where Alma Cottage now stands
1855 – 1871 British Flag in High St, poss. loc. next to Sandgate
cafŽ
1856 – The Union on corner of Military Rd and the High Street
possibly became the Military Tavern
1857 – 1869 Duke of Cambridge location unknown poss. in
High St.
1858 – 1866 Allied Arms exact loc. unknown poss. close to the
British Flag & George Worsalls Butchers shop
1858 – 1869 Prince of Wales formerly Inkerman Arms loc.
unknown
1859 – Flower Pot location thought to be in High St. opp.
Providence
1859 – 1869 City exact loc. unknown except that it was in High
St.
1859 – True Briton formerly the Duke of Cumberland
1859 – Present Day The Clarendon Brewers Hill was damaged
in the landslip of 1893 when they were unable to cook for
customers! now named The Earl of Clarendon
1861 – 1869 Victoria Beer House in the High St exact loc.
unknown
1900? The Riviera Hotel, prev. The Conamur School, now
Zarina Court, a row of private houses facing the Esplanade, with
sea views.
1863 Plates & Basins site unknown
1864 – 1968 Rose Inn 152 High St. listed 1864 was art gallery
now residential
1865 – 1973 Royal Oak on Sandgate Hill last licencee, Ena
Pafford a retired music hall and ENSA Artiste under name of Ena
Dayne lived in the property until her death in 1977 now a private
residence
1868 – 1963 Military Tavern on Military Hill (known locally as
The Hole in the Wall) 1st Landlord Henry J. MacLachlan aged
18, then in Mills family for many years & last licensees the
Fieldsend family
1993 – Present Day The Sandgate Hotel Wellington Terrace
2015 – Inn Doors new to the High Street in August of that year
2018 – Sandgate Vaults new to the High Street from Spring
2018
Sandgate was never short of places to ‘Quench the Thirst’. Of
course in the early days when Shorncliffe was home to
thousands of soldiers and personal, the pubs and breweries
must have done a roaring trade. Then as the population grew
and visitors started holidaying in Sandgate which had become
well known now as a popular place to go for one’s health; with
the lovely beaches and nice walks this kept many of the watering
holes in business.
As you can see over time many of the pubs have changed their
names and locations and as we are now in the 21st century with
the few that have stood the test of time and thankfully are still
there and thriving in the village; they have now been joined by a
wide range of restaurants and cafŽs all adding to the wonderful
character of Sandgate with its beautiful beaches, 16th century
Castle, wonderful walks, and of course The Old Fire Station, our
headquarters of the Sandgate Society.
More tales from the Sandgate Society archives at: https://
sandgatesociety.com/archives/

Carly keeps her Choir
flock in train…
Just as they have been for all of us, the last 14 months have
been just as testing for the Marsh Choir, but whose
inspirational Boss, Carly Bryant has managed to shepherd
her flock with her creativity and enthusiasm - and maintain
their hundreds of singing spirits. The Looker caught up with
her last week to hear some hopeful news for the Choir – as
well as learn of another interesting string to Ms. Bryant’s
bow…
After months of twice-daily YouTube sing-alongs to popular hits,
war-time songs and film musical classics, Carly came up with a
couple of new ideas to keep the choir members engaged and
enthused.
“We wanted to focus on things that we wouldn’t do during our
normal choir times, so we wanted to take on bigger challenges,
looking at different musical genres such as classical music and
sea shanties,” she reveals.
The first of two five-week courses
during the winter resulted in an
extraordinary rendition of Mozart’s
haunting Lacrimosa, which was
featured over two nights on BBC
Radio Kent’s Dominic King
programme, and where it received its
world broadcast premiere.
“More than 200 singers on the Mozart
course learned things they wouldn’t
have done in normal choir sessions –
they learned to read music, how to
sing in Latin and employ the different
techniques which come about through classical singing, as
opposed to pop or rock,” explains Carly.
In complete contrast, the second course culminated in a
rumbustious romp through sea shanty territory, built around the
19th century whaling songWellerman, a version of which in
January reached number 1 in the singles charts in the UK, as
well as many other countries.
“This was full of joy and good humour, and everyone wanted to
dress up as pirates [for the video] and drink lots of rum! We have
a set list of sea shanties which we are hoping to perform at the
Dymchurch Day of Syn when it eventually happens – we’ve all
got our pirate names and costumes, all ready to go!
“Again, it was about looking at an old style of singing and doing
something unusual – in both cases the singers were sending in
their recordings, in the first instance in a very strong operatic
way, and then in an old English style.”
Both extraordinary videos can be found on YouTube and at
www.marshchoir.com.
So what might provide further stimulation for Carly’s flock
following two such contrasting performances, and to complete a
trilogy of unique courses? Well, the world’s favourite operatic
rock song is, of course the obvious choice, in all its nonsensical
bombast…
“A lot of choir members asked me ages ago if we could do
Bohemian Rhapsody – there are almost no choir renditions of the
work because it is such a hard song to do, and they are now
realising that! Even Queen themselves never performed the
middle operatic section live, but used pre-records and visuals
before the rock section – but the Marsh Choir will perform it live!”
Carly promises.
From these trio of courses, she has noticed added value for the
members.
“I receive around 200 recorded pieces every week for their
‘homework’, and what I’ve noticed is that their voices are
definitely getting better. They are listening to themselves on their
‘phone devices and deciding to send a better recording, so they
are actively working on their voices.
“Ideally, we’d like to perform the results of all three of these
courses live at some point, when we are allowed,” which should
be something to savour…
Thereafter, if the Government’s roadmap continues on track
there is good news for the Marsh Choir flock as a whole.
“From June 7th, we are hoping to meet in person again –
ironically, the Choirs have spent more time not together than

when we were together – and risk assessments and all the
measures have to be put in place, such as seating two metres
apart, one-way traffic, provision of sanitisers and cleaning
everything afterwards, at all the usual Choir venues. And after
the summer break, I hope that we can get back together
normally…”
Amidst all the ongoing Marsh Choir activity, Carly’s musical
talents have been taken up by leading British progressive rock
giants Big Big Train, who at the time of writing were number one
in the official UK Rock Album charts, triumphing over the likes of
Foo Fighters, Pink Floyd and Nirvana. The band began life in
1990, but as a result of the complex nature of their multi-layered
musical arrangements, didn’t take their sound on the road until
about ten years ago.
“I worked with BBT’s sound engineer Rob Aubrey more than 20
years ago, and he contacted me when they were looking for a
female voice and musician to enhance their touring band, in
addition to the four core recording members.”
Big Big Train’s founder and bass guitarist, Greg Spawton, told
me about the qualities they found in Carly which fitted so well
with the band’s high level of musicianship.

“Carly’s audition videos were of an
exceptionally high quality and we
knew that we had found the right
keyboard player for Big Big Train,” he
said.
“The added bonus with Carly is that
she also has a beautiful singing voice
and can play guitar too. Our songs can
be quite complex, with multiple
harmonies and layers of
instrumentation, so it is fantastic to
have recruited someone who loves to
sing, loves harmony singing and can
also play guitar when needed.

“Recruiting an excellent musician and singer is one thing, but
actually working with them in the room is another level. We threw
Carly in at the deep end with a live acoustic session at Real
World studios late last year. We all got on brilliantly and the
session was a great success.”
But then we all would have known that anyway, wouldn’t we?!
Carly also plays on the band’s new album Common Ground, due
for release on July 30th. It is only because of the scarcity of BBT
live performances that she felt able to add her name to their
touring ensemble, which swells their four core members to a
dozen or more on-stage musicians.
“Initially I said ‘no’, it wasn’t for me and that I had hung up my
touring boots,” says Carly. “I told them the Marsh Choir was my
sole focus, but they re-assured me that they only do a handful of
gigs a year and persuaded me to listen to the music, and I was
hooked! It was so exciting, and I felt I really wanted to learn these
parts! As long as I could tie it in around the Choir with a few live
performances, then that should be absolutely fine – the Marsh
Choir remains my number one priority.”
So not quite a new departure from the Marsh Choir platform on
the Big Big Train, more an additional stop along the way. Oh,
and she’s still working on her seventh solo album of self-penned
material - it seems that Carly continues to subject herself to sleep
deprivation for the betterment of a musical world…
More information about the Marsh Choir can be found at
www.marshchoir.com or on Facebook.



A brighter – and shaded -
future for Hythe Green
Hythe Green Preservation Society has launched a crowd-
funding appeal for £6,500 towards the development of a
woodland area in the south-western corner of the iconic
open space – which will be matched by Kent County Council
- so that £13,000 is available to provide a vital environmental
improvement to the Green.
Regular readers will remember the battle to save Hythe Green
when the previous Town Council proposed the site for the
district’s new swimming pool, but the District Council realised that
the Covenant protecting the Green could not be overturned.
The efforts of the Hythe Green Preservation Society are
now being positively and actively supported
unanimously by the current Hythe Town Council,
which has approved a proposal for the Society to
work with the charity ‘Fields in Trust’ and its
‘Green Spaces for Good’ initiative to “protect the
Green from development in perpetuity”.
The plaque unveiled on February 12th, 1862,
famously states that it is to be reserved ‘for

public recreation’ and where ‘no part of it is to be
applied for building purposes’. Over the almost
160 years which have since passed, Hythe Green
has been the target of a number of attempts to
challenge and overturn this pledge. The development
threats of the recent past have galvanised local
sentiment to ensure that the Covenant is upheld, and the
Hythe Green Preservation Society was formed primarily not only
to honour it, but also to enhance the environment for people, pets
and wildlife alike.
A legal Deed of Dedication to this effect is now being finalised,
which will protect the Green from developers while allowing Hythe
Town Council to retain ownership, and in so doing it joins more
than 650 similar parks and green spaces across the country.
“The Society continues to work across the Green, removing
invasive weeds and maintaining the boundaries and litter-picking
- where it has received great and consistent support from
individuals and the Hythe Environmental Community Group - as
well as ensuring that access and signage is everywhere
appropriate and clear.” Richard Bateman, Chair, Hythe Green
Preservation Society told The Looker, “We will also be clearing
approaches and entry points to the Green, and have undertaken
to crown-lift the trees and clear away undergrowth on the
southern Canal side at the Dymchurch Road access path to
Portland Road later in the summer, once the nesting season is
over.”
The Society has also been clearing the western boundary of
decades’ worth of choking ivy, scrub and weeds.
“The resulting woodland path has proved very popular with
walkers and has also greatly benefited the trees,” says Richard.
“It has let in much more light, and created a 16-metre-wide
shaded area where, to date, 500 snowdrops, winter aconites,
primroses and other woodland plants have been introduced.
“This total will be increased each year and the Society plans to
encourage a bluebell wood along the full extent of the paths.
Some bulbs have already been planted and we have ordered a

further 40,000 bluebell seeds for autumn.

“Working once again with the unanimous and
positive support of Hythe Town Council, the
Society has been given approval to seek funding
to create a small wood in the south-western
corner of the Green. This will connect the
woodland walk along the Portex site boundary on

the west, and the newly cleared southern
boundary beside the Hythe Bay C of E Primary

School.”
The plan is for the wood to comprise 35-40 semi-mature

native trees, with a small clearing at its centre and paths
introduced to enable easy access and walking. The wood will also
help to shield the HV Woodings’ engineering factory as well as
absorbing some of the noise it generates, while making it now
possible to walk around two sides of the Green under shade. The
Society plans later to provide benches along the length of this

walk.
“In order to achieve our vision of a Hythe Green Wood,

we are seeking to crowd-fund £6,500 which, if met, will
trigger a match-funding commitment from Kent
County Council to enable us to reach the final target
of £13,000,” says Richard. “£5 buys a tree stake,
£10 buys a watering ring, £20 buys half a cubic
metre of soil, £50 buys a roll of fencing and £150
will
provide
a tree.”

To
support

this
important local

environmental project
which will enhance
Hythe Green’s
environment, you can
donate at:
www.spacehive.com/
hythegreenwood.
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• MonumentalMason

OwenHouse,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS
We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.

Plenty ofparkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
6 P r i o r y C l o s e , N e w R om n e y

D O M E S T I C & C O M M E R C I A L
S C A F F O L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Free Estimates *CompetitiveRates
24 Hr Emergency Call Out

365 Days A Year
Council Approved Contractor

Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Zoe’s Kitchen
Rhubarb Crumble

We are in the wonderful season of rhubarb, we are lucky to have
rhubarb growing well at our allotment. Many crumbles have
been baked and I’m looking forward to enjoying the Rhubarb
Gin!

You really can’t beat a good crumble, either served with custard,
ice cream or cream.

Serves 6-8

Ingredients;

750g Rhubarb (washed & cut into 3cm pieces)

150g Caster Sugar

Crumble Topping;

225g Plain Flour

115g Unsalted Butter

50g Oats

75g Brown Sugar

Place the rhubarb in a saucepan, with a splash of water and the
sugar. Cook on a low heat for approximately 10 minutes.

In a bowl rub together the flour and butter, you are looking for a
rough mixture and not too finer crumb mix, stir in the oats and
sugar.

Transfer the rhubarb to an ovenproof dish, top with the crumble
mix.

Bake in a preheated oven at 180’c for approximately 20 minutes.

You can add or replace a quantity of rhubarb with sliced bramley
apples or add some ground ginger to the crumble mix.
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Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

David Wimble and Steve Ross getting ready for the sports show

Page 18

Top: Originally called Herons Park Kart Club, this Go-Kart racetrack at the Lydd Watersports Centre is one of the
largest in the country with over 1,250 metres of track.

Bottom: One of the ‘Lost Villages’ of the Marsh, Midley once had a population of 65 people!
All that remains today is part of the West Tower of the Church.

Coming out of lockdown
A new outlook and new beginnings.

By Paul Apps

Last year saw many of us trying hard to establish and re-establish
our disrupted lives. Finding our places, within the new order of,
and the way it will now be. By reinventing Paul Apps the Artist, I
decided to redirect my artistic endeavors online and teach more
than I had ever done before. I had set forth upon the road of
change. I fully embraced what was to be, and was totally
committed to making a success of the transition. I developed my
own YouTube channel ( Paul Apps Artist) with films added every
week on a Friday at 3 pm. I also created a Patreon channel
(www.Patreon.com/Paulappsartist) for students to gain so much
more help from me directly.

Lockdown had ended and so we could all contemplate a near
normal life once again. What of the changes I had made I hear
you ask? Well as stated I was committed to that path and still am.
Though I could also not turn my back upon the many years I had
committed to my Gallery in Hythe. Not to forget the many
students, most now friends that I had made teaching from my
gallery.

I knew the work load that I had taken on during lockdown had to
run side by side with the work load of my former weekly schedule.
That was not going to be easy, but like most things in life we learn
to adapt and fast. It was no different for me, choices and small
changes made. I was enjoying this dual role that I had now
created for myself. As much as possible everything was running
smoothly, well as long as the tech held up that is. Life as an artist
and art tutor was beginning to look a little normal, even if it was
only a fragile coating and easily disrupted.

Then in November our lives were
totally changed again, as once
more we found ourselves locked
down and on hold. As an artist I
need to create work and sell such
creations that I produced. My
clients enjoy seeing my work and
as such when the desire takes
hold, add new paintings that I
make to their collections. I have
sold a number of works from my
gallery windows from passing
admirers.
I am so very lucky to enjoy a great
following on social media
platforms such as Instagram,
Facebook and Twitter. So many
smaller Plein air paintings and
demo paintings have been offered
via Instagram at a tremendous half price or better offer. Paintings
have found new homes, not just in the UK, but many countries
around the world. New clients have a Paul Apps original oil or
water colour on their walls, even the odd pastel.

So here we all are again, lockdown is I hope ending for the last
time, and we can start to look forward to a future and some
degree of freedom to enjoy it. We are by no means free to do as
we wish, that much we are constantly being reminded. I have
been able to reopen my gallery in Marine Walk street and enjoy

the company of many friends
again, that is so refreshing.
Clients are returning to the gallery
to view my many works created in
lockdowns isolation. Chatting and
passing the time of day with faces
that I’d not seen in months.

I even contemplated restarting
physical classes in my gallery,
having taken full advice from all
the powers that cover this, and
meeting all the requirements of
risk assessment, last week I was
given the green light to bring my
classes back to the gallery.

I am restricting them to
Wednesdays only. Three socially
distanced classes for up to eight
students only. Morning, afternoon
and evening. Most, not all of my
students have been able to
return, not all sadly due to new
life commitments. So there are spaces for a few new students
that wish to take up painting for the first time, or even add to their
existing knowledge and improve their artistic endeavours with my
mentorship.
These spaces are quite limited so please get in touch to avoid
disappointment.

I am now starting to feel a little easier about the future, not only as
a painter, but as an online creator with my YouTube channel
Paul Apps-Artist, along with my Patreon channel.

For Justin a few
dollars a month
$5 or $10,
(converted to
pounds), you
can watch so
many more full-
length tutorial
videos from me,
as well as a
weekly Friday
night live
stream event.
On top of that is
the admission
to a private
Patreon community page on Facebook setup just for my patrons,
to add work and connect with me and each other. It is a great
platform and a growing patronage. It means that you can now
attend classes, get help with leaving the comfort of your own
home.

Lastly before I close, there are other changes in our high street as
Hythe once more re-opens for business. I am a keen railway
modeller, and I found a hidden gem in a little sweet shop called
Sweet Memories in the High Street. At the back of the shop is a
new secondhand model railway shop, buying and selling of all
things trains and in all gauges. So I have to say if you are a
modeller in Kent, pop to Hythe and seek out this new wonderful
place to buy and sell your trains and train related items. It is a
welcome shop in Hythe for sure.

THE 2022 LOOKER CALENDAR
Two years ago Paul joined with The Looker to

produce a beautiful calendar.

We did not do one last year due to Covid-19,

But do not worry, we hope to have one out by
August ready for Christmas.

Look out for more information in the future.
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Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly

I'm writing this first piece prior to the much-anticipated season 6
finale. Will we finally find the identity of 'H' and will someone tell
him how to spell 'definite' correctly. Will we uncover the truth
between Ted Hastings and the missing £50k and his
involvement with Steph Corbett? Will Steve finally attend his
medical? Will Jo Davidson show her true feelings towards Kate
Fleming? Will someone wipe that smug grin off of Patricia
Carmichaels face? and the all-important question, if you haven't
ever seen Line of Duty, then why not?

This season has really cranked up the action and from the initial
botched raid on an OCG (Organised crime gang) stronghold to
the rescue of Jo Davidson last night LOD has delivered in the
high-octane stakes. We pick up with AC-12 minus Kate Fleming,
who has transferred to the MIT (Murder Investigation team)
looking into links between the murder of journalist Gail Vella,
who it appears has been investigating institutionalised
corruption within the Police, and OCG activities. Their prime
suspect is MIT DCI Jo Davidson who it appears deliberately
sabotaged the arrest of a suspect (Carl Banks) to tackle an
apparent OCG staged robbery. AC-12 are on the case and
minus Kate begin the process of tackling police corruption, the
OCG and finding 'H'.

Unlike most seasons AC-12 are showing signs of cracking. Ted
Hastings is under immense pressure to crack the case and as
usual it's 2 steps forward 1(sometimes 3) step/s back. The
usually infallible Hastings knows he is against the clock
especially as his superiors seem determined to remove him
from the offices of AC-12, to replace him with one of their own?
Then there is the missing £50k which Hastings appears to have
given to the widow of UCO (undercover officer) John Corbett
whose death he may have been involved in and whose mother
he was romantically linked with while serving as a constable in
the RUC in Belfast. Then there is Steve Arnott who is struggling
with an injury he sustained in the Line of Duty and has resulted
in a pain-killer addiction. HR are on his case and the frequent
requests for a medical are quickly dispatched to the deleted
items. Is the net closing on AC-12 quicker than the hunt for the
identity of H.

The twists and turns draw you in and just as you think you may
have worked it out like AC-12, another bombshell is dropped.
With every twist comes a fresh lead which ultimately leads to
another body and with it the frustrations grow. Line of Duty
delivers in every department from the action-packed scenes to
the 29-minute-long interview. Even the dialogue heavy interview
scenes are gripping and you find yourself delivering the 'no
comment' before the accused.

I have tried my hardest to avoid any spoilers because I cannot
stress enough that if you haven't seen Line of Duty, you must.
This is the GOAT (greatest of all time) see what I did there, tv
show ever broadcast. Be warned though, don't let the fact that
this spans 6 seasons fool you because it could easily pass as
one season consisting of 35 episodes. There are no short cuts
with LOD, I have binged the previous seasons and watched the
current season on the night and again in the morning. LOD is
certainly worthy of a lengthy binge-watching session but let me
know if you manage it all in one sitting.

Jed Mercurio has produced an outstanding drama in LOD. You
genuinely care about the characters and their plight and you

emotionally engage with them in their quest to bring down
'bent coppers' The action scenes are gripping but so is the
dialogue and in Ted Hastings (as in the battle) we have a new
superhero for the 21st century. He also produced one of, if not
the GOAT lines ever uttered in disbelief 'Jesus, Mary, Joseph
and the wee donkey'' pure genius.

So back to the season finale and the unveiling of H produced
much disappointment amongst fans of the show. I disagree,
because in what could have been a homage to the excellent
'The Usual Suspects' Mercurio unveiled H to be the one
person NO-ONE suspected. I won't give anything away but the
conspiracy theorists amongst the fans have already
bombarded social media with their take on matters. One of
which is that the show has finished with the message that
institutionalised police corruption is rife and despite the tireless
work of AC units will always be ignored and swept under the
carpet. My own theory is I think LOD 7 is in the pipeline and
AC-12 will be back (with or without Ted Hastings) it has to
because a new set of questions need answering. Will Kate re-
join AC-12? Will Ted regain commend of AC-12? How many
times will Steve and Kate call each other mate? Will Buckles
fatally cut his own throat shaving in his prison cell? Is
Carmichael part of the corruption or will she join the fight? Is
Chloe Bishop related to Tony Gates? Is Chris Lomax Dot
Cottons long lost brother? Is Chief Inspector Philip Osborne
the 5th man? So many unanswered questions.

Whatever the outcome you need LOD in your life. See you for
series 7.

Finding Richard
andMaria.
A Good
Morning’sWork.
We often get asked by distant relatives
to locate their family grave in the old
Folkestone cemetery. These requests
come from people here in UK, or from
much further afield – Canada or
Australia. We always do our best to
locate the family grave, often not easy or
obvious because many of the
headstones are broken or perhaps there
never was a headstone if the family at
the time couldn’t afford it. Some of our
volunteer members have developed
excellent detective skills to finding these
graves – researching the family history to
find out who may be buried in or around
that deceased family member, or piecing
together a family history so that the
search can be narrowed down by

address at time of death and so on. This
little account it one such search.
Account written by Carole and Rob M.
Carefully excavating, the memorial stone
was brought to the surface on a sunny
May Day, by the stalwarts of FOFC.
There had been no sign of it in the grass
for 50 years.
The trail started back in April with a
‘Facebook’ request from America, for
photos of two grave plots, for Richard
and Marie Didham. We already had a
photo for Marie in our collection, and
uploaded that to Find A Grave. When
next at the cemetery, we marked
Richard’s plot with small flags, noting
that the memorial stone named a lady,
but not him, meaning that it was a
‘shared grave’.
After putting his grave photo on Find A
Grave, we checked for the family name
in our records and found that his wife
had been buried in the same ‘Area’. The
numbering wasn’t consecutive, as it runs
up the columns, but their graves were
side by side, hers being just grass.
We reasoned that the family may have
bought adjoining plots and that the lady
buried after Richard was most likely
related. Could there be a hidden stone
on Marie’s grave naming the couple?
Gently probing, we found what could
have been the outline of a memorial
stone, nearly a foot down.
Once more, we contacted Richard’s
descendant, to tell him the news and to
ask what he felt about us trying to
expose the memorial. He was
completely happy, so, keeping their 1m
social distances, our workers arrived;
Damon, Stephen and Karl taking the

lead. When the soil was removed, a
whole stone, including its heavy
foundation was found to have toppled
forward. It had broken into three parts.
We could turn the two lighter portions,
which revealed the inscription,
surmounted by a decorative cross. The
carved letters named both Richard and
Marie, as we’d hoped. These pieces

were carefully raised, packing soil
beneath. All our members present came
to look at various times, leaving their
chosen tasks of gardening, inscription
cleaning, research, and litter-picking.
Another piece of good teamwork, and
not the last that day, as we later brought
a child’s stone to the surface, which Rob
and I had located in February, but that is
another story.
Website: www.fofc.uk Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
fofcgroup



Dear Looker,
MEMORY LANE - Catford Stadium by Vince Shelly
What a surprise to see this article in Issue 273. In the very
early 1960's I went to King Alfred's Girls school which was
next to the Stadium. My abiding memory of this time was
that we were allowed to use the carpark, which I believe is
visible at the top of the picture, as tennis courts, either in
group tennis lessons or for one-on-one practice.
Unfortunately, there was no fencing to contain stray balls,
so one was forever chasing after them from one end of the
carpark to the other! The article brought back some very
happy memories, thank you.
Betty Collins, Hythe

Dear Looker,
To say I was shocked at the recent FHDC meeting is an
understatement! We saw all the positions up for grabs,
chair and vice chair of every committee on the council. But
it was noted that members of the Labour, Liberal and
Green party just abstained on everything.

It was as if they joined the meeting to justify their money
but said nothing. This is not what we voted for! We want
our councillors to be accountable. Which you cant be if you
just say abstain! What is the point they where all a
disgrace and should step down if this is the way they
intend to carry on.

I may not agree with everything that the conservatives say
or do, but at least they speak their mind (sometimes too
much). The only person who did speak up was to question
something that they were not sure off and then abstained
anyway.

Labour, Liberals and Greens, you are a disgrace. And it is
a shame that people could not witness this before the
recent election. Because you where all pathetic!.
Mandy Moore, Hythe

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers
Hello everyone. Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers has not
been able to hold their monthly meetings due to the
pandemic. We are now hoping to return to our regular
meetings as soon as restrictions are lifted, we will let you
know details later.
Although we have not been able to meet in person, lots of
us have been taking part in Virtual Flower shows, and
Zoom demos.
Cecilia Sleap who is a member of Romney Marsh Flower

Club and also NAFAS Kent Area Vice-Chairman has
achieved outstanding results in the National Flower show
entitled “Springtime”, Cecilia was awarded Very Highly
Commended for her” First Blush” of the day entry and a
First for her “Equinox” arrangement which went on to be
awarded Best in Show. Well done Cecilia!

May the 7th is National Flower Day:
This year, instead of handing out flowers to celebrate the
event and to fit in with current guidelines, flower arrangers
around the country will be using their homes to firstly mark
the day but also more importantly to give a little cheer and
sign of hope. They will also be building on the successful
floral Rings of Hope that were hung on front doors last
summer in support of the NHS. So look out for something
floral on a front door, front gate, front fence etc.
For more information about, Romney Marsh Flower
Arrangers, contact Gill on, 01797 367258.
Look forward to hearing from you.

Dear Looker,

Here is a letter that I have copied to you and your readers
that I have sent to our MP Damian Collins.

Dear Damian,
There is a lot in the press now about care.

My wife, Pat, is 77 years old. She was formally diagnosed
with Alzheimer's dementia in August 2017, although signs
were there sometime prior to diagnosis. Dementia is a
cruel, wicked disease, which unlike many cancers, which
can be cured if caught early enough, is totally incurable.

I am 80 years old and have been my wife's sole carer, a
full time role, until last week, when, under some pressure
from our children who know that I, as well as my wife,
need support, I got a self employed carer to help me. I pay
for this care which will be required more as time goes on. I
looked at the scandalous cost of care at home, as offered
by care companies. This is generally around £26 per hour,
with mind boggling charges for all day care and overnight
care. I refuse to pay such sums to care companies, most
of which goes to the owners with only a small amount
going to the actual carer involved. This is why there are so
many, well qualified self employed carers around, charging
from around £11ph to £15ph with a norm of around £12ph.

I was around at the start of the NHS and it's proud claim to
care for all FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE. Fine words and
ambition. Sadly the 'cradle to grave' promise does not
cover all people. If you have been frugal in your early life
and bought a house, missed out on foreign holidays, not
eaten in posh restaurants, not had designer clothing, not
gone to expensive shows, not owned a reasonable car,
and much more, and perhaps managed to save some
money to leave to your children, you are required to pay
for care when needed, except for your last £26000 which
the government allows you to keep!

However, if you have lived in a rented property, by
circumstance or deliberate decision, spent on great
holidays, restaurants, cars, clothes and more and not
having saved more than the magic £26000, your care is
paid for entirely by the local council or government.
Indeed, part of the care costs paid by those who have to
pay, goes towards the cost of care of those who pay
nothing! This system is disgraceful, it discriminates and is
unfair. It must be sorted and the 'cradle to grave' promise
applied to everybody.

I guess the answer is to not save a penny, spend, spend
and spend again. You will be cared for if the need arises.

As for care homes, that is even worse than simple care at
home. Care homes charge excruciatingly dear prices, with
their in house carers being poorly paid. The cost of staying
in a care home full time means that often the family home
has to be sold in order to pay the care costs of a loved
one. Yet government after government fail to correct this
absolute scandal.

Yours,
Cllr Terry Mullard

If you are of a similar age to me, you will
remember a time when we only had a
choice of three TV channels and limited
viewing options. These programmes mainly
consisted of oversized stuffed puppets
operated by visible strings or a strategically
placed hand and all in glorious black and
white. Fast forward to today, and we have
dedicated childrens TV channels such as
C-Beebies, Nickleodeon, Disney to name
but a few, all in glorious colour and HD.
Today's youngsters are blessed with
Childrens TV 24/7 and choices which we
didn't have back then. Today we are going
back to a time when Auntie Beeb decided
to give youngsters some additional viewing
during the summer school holidays.

The six weeks holidays were a real test for
parents as they attempted to keep their
offspring entertained for the duration.
Maybe a week's holiday would fill part of
the void but that still left 5 patience sapping
weeks to accommodate. Step forward a
saviour in the shape Auntie Beeb. who
decided to offer a breakthrough, boredom-
breaking summer holiday viewing schedule
in the shape of four classic shows. Those
shows being Champion the Wonder Horse,
Robinson Crusoe, Here Come the Double
Deckers and The Flashing Blade. So, grab
your saddle, your factor 20 sun cream, your
Red Rover bus pass and your pretend
sword as we travel back to the past.

Champion the Wonder Horse started with
the dulcet tones of Frankie Laine crooning
'Like a streak of lightening flashing cross
the sky. Like the swiftest arrow whizzin from
a bow' and that was the signal for the wild
Mustang stallion known as Champion the
Wonder Horse to rear up and take centre
stage. This American show was originally
titled The Adventures of Champion in the
states but the show was renamed for the
UK. Set in the 1880's in the American
Southwest the story follows 12-year-old
Ricky North on his uncle's ranch he is ably
assisted by Champion and a German
Shepherd named Rebel as we follow the
trio on their many adventures.

I can remember us charging around like
lunatics after the show giving it Yee-ahh
and screaming out 'Champion the Wonder
Horse, Champion the Wonder Horse' Made
in the 50's this was quite dated compared
to the BFI Childrens Flim Foundation
adventures they were churning out but the
theme tune caught our imaginations. For
the record Champion was originally the
companion of Cowboy legend Gene Autrey.

The next show was a combined French/
German made adaption of the Daniel Defoe
classic Robinson Crusoe. Filmed on
location in the Gran Canaria. The
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe tells the
tale of a young Englishman shipwrecked on
a desert island and his fight for survival.
The underlying story of redemption, Crusoe
was involved in the slave trade, was totally
lost on us as all we wanted was action. This
did eventually come in the shape of
cannibals who Crusoe had to fight off with
explosives. In doing so he managed to
rescue 'Friday' who was on the menu of the
man-eating savages (now that would have
made for exciting viewing) Crusoe, Friday,
his pet dog Dick, a parrot and a goat
continue to avoid the pitfalls of life on a
desert island until their eventual escape
from the island.

The show relied heavily on flashbacks as
we find out how he ended up on the desert
island and how he relives his less than
impressive past in an attempt to become a
better person. Once again, I clearly
remember the theme music the orchestral
piece that accompanied the shot of the
waves crashing into the beach. It's funny
how the theme stays in the memory longer
than the show itself. Perhaps Auntie Beeb
was trying to broaden our horizons but
sadly she failed.

"Get on board! get on board! Come and
join the Double Deckers. Take a ticket for
our journey. On a Double Decker London
bus. Ring the bell (Ding, Ding) Toot the
horn (Honk, honk) When you ride with the
Double Deckers. Fun and laughter is what
we're after. On our double double double
decker bus"

The only home-made entry to the schedule
'Here comes the Double Deckers' followed
the adventures of 7 clean-cut odd-ball
children whose 'den' was an old red double
decker bus which lived in a scrap yard.
Scooper, Spring, Billie, Brains, Doughnut,
Sticks and Tiger were harmless enough
although looking at the casting now it reeks
of stereotyping, the clever one, the cute
one, the tomboy, the American, the
overweight one and the black one, well this
was the 70's. If I was looking for a
comparison, I would say think of an
adolescent version of the Monkees tv show.
The plots were wacky if not throwaway but
the show was pitched at a specific
audience, an audience craving any type of
entertainment. In its defence and once
again to its credit it had us all hooked on
the theme tune and to be fair it was
something we could relate to, well there
was loads of red double decker buses
where I lived. It also carried some credibility
in the fact that Spring was later to morph
into the fine actor and frontman of Aswad
Brinsley Forde and the lovable Melvyn
Hayes who played Arthur. The Double
Deckers were also immortalised in the
pages of comic Whizzer and Chips in their
own cartoon strip.

'You got to fight for what you want. For all
that you believe. It's right to fight for what
we want. To live the way, we please'

I've saved the best to last The Flashing
Blade was a French show telling the story
of a French Spy Francois and his servant
Gullot. The story picks up as the pair are
under siege in a French Castle surrounded
by the Spanish on the France/Spain border.
The story follows them as they attempt to
break through the Spanish lines to get word
to the French army. This action-packed
show featured lots of sword fights and
thrilling dashes through Spanish lines on
horseback and was originally made as four
75 minutes episodes, it was then broken up
into twelve 22-minute child friendly
episodes.

While I can clearly remember the catchy
theme tune, which we would all sing-along
to, the action is firmly imprinted in the old
memory box. I can vividly remember the
shock when Francois' servant Gullot was
killed in battle. I remember being deeply
traumatised that a main character had been
killed although I did manage to avoid the
need for counselling or therapy. I may have
also been in denial because in our post-
episode makeshift sword fights the only
ones that were ever killed were the
Spanish. Ah, the innocence of youth.

The Flashing Blade was certainly my
favourite although I always suspected the
frequent shot of the castle being
bombarded while under siege was actually
the same shot used over and over again
throughout the series. But for an
impressionable kid the fight scenes and
action won me over and I certainly recall
everyone charging out of their houses after
the show on imaginary horses and waving
imaginary swords around while singing at
the top of their voices 'As long as we have
done our best. Then no-one can do more.
And life and love and happiness. Are well
worth fighting for' It's amazing what you can
remember.

I still don't know if the Beeb were trying to
broaden our horizons or inspire us to look
out and explore the bigger world. They
definitely succeeded in killing time during
the holidays and had us all charging about
like maniacs and along with a week in rainy
old Ramsgate we managed to escape
these shores for a desert island, the
French/Spain border and the American
Southwest. Oh, and for the record all our
plans to hĳack a double decker bus and
hide it in the junk yard round the back of us
in Camberwell, sadly failed, which was
mainly due to the fact that none of us could
drive or had a driving licence.
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By Vince Shelly
Looker Letters

First Blush Equinox



It has been a very cold spring so far, so most people who
grow their own plants are reporting them being very late. So if
your efforts as a new gardener, aren’t coming to much, it is
not your fault. Be reassured. Most gardeners report being 2 or
3 weeks behind. Don’t worry, nature will catch up!

Bedding Plants. If you are ready to plant out bedding plants,
it should be warm enough by now. Now we have had some
rain the ground will be softer. But keep an eye on them, in
case they need watering. Local gardeners seem to have semi
beach, where water drains straight through the soil, or a layer
of clay that that tends to make gardening claggy or heavy! So
there is no single piece of advice for managing your soil that
will apply to all gardens in the neighbourhood.

Weeds certainly do not need any special conditions to thrive.
Just keep up with weeding as best you can.

Choosing plants. If you are wondering what will do well in
your garden, just look around and see what is doing well in
other people’s gardens nearby. There was a famous gardener
in East Anglia, the driest part of the country, called Beth
Chatto, and she wrote many gardening books. Her famous
mantra was “Right plant, right place” Reminding us to plant
what feels at home in your garden. She had a large, dry
garden, and didn’t have anything that needed a lot of
watering. All gardeners have given themselves much
heartache trying to grow favourites that just won’t flourish in
their gardens. So be prepared to forgo your favourite.

Invaders! There are a number of quite pretty flowers that are
attractive in their way, but are flowering thugs, and will take
over if you let them. One prolific bully at this time of year is
Spanish, or cultivated bluebells. They are big aggressive
cousins to our native bluebells. If you have them in your
garden, don’t be afraid to be ruthless with them after they
have flowered. The bulbs are solid white bulbs, whereas the
daffodil family have layers, like an onion, and are brown on
the outside. If you lift your bulbs and aren’t quite sure in the
autumn which is which when you try to replant them,
remember the size of the bulb is roughly a clue to the size of
the future plant.

What is the difference? Spanish bluebells come in blue and
pink and white, unlike real English bluebells, which are always
deep blue. Spanish bluebells are bigger and blousier, have
bell shaped flowers that splay out, and upright posture.
English bluebells always droop gently at the top of the flower
stem and the flower shape always runs parallel, almost the
end of the flower where it opens out. If you have started a
compost heap, don’t put Spanish bluebell bulbs on the

compost, they will reproduce! Throw them out, to go in your
garden bin, or bag for the tip.

AND NOW FOR THE VEGETABLES

SQUASHES, CUCUMBERS, PUMPKINS and
COURGETTES

These have several things in common.

Firstly, the seeds all look similar, being oval in shape and a
light, creamy colour, so when sowing, don’t get them mixed
up!

Secondly, they all need warmth to get them to germinate, so
sowing outdoors in our climate is not recommended.

Thirdly, they need a sunny, sheltered position in the garden,
but can also be grown in pots, tubs or growbags. Keep slugs
and snails at bay, as they enjoy the tender stems of young
plants.

Sow your seeds on edge to prevent moisture settling on the
broad face of the seed, at a depth of about three quarters of
an inch in good compost in individual pots. I start ours off on
indoor window ledges. Keep moist and germination should
start after a couple of weeks. If you have the luxury of a
heated greenhouse, that’s fine. Once the seeds have
produced 4 leaves, they will be large enough to pot on but
handle carefully. Once the plants are about 4 to 6 inches high,
they can be transferred to permanent growing positions.

Cucumbers are best grown in a greenhouse, the others will
be fine outside once the weather is warm. Squashes,
pumpkins and courgettes have a wide spread on the ground
but can be planted where you know other crops will have
been harvested in time to give them room. They all like plenty
of moisture and a mulch of compost. This year, I am training
squashes up a wooden frame, as suggested by Monty Don,
but the squashes will need securing as they grow because of
their weight.

JOBS TO DO
As your
vegetables
mature, do try to
keep them weed
free by hoeing
along the rows
or by hand-
weeding.

Once potatoes
start to sprout
through, cover
them with soil by
raking up earth from between the rows, or cover over with
other topsoil or compost. This prevents light from turning the
potatoes green. Repeat this process as sprouting breaks
through.

Sow lettuce in succession so that you get crops throughout
the summer.

Broad beans will need staking up to prevent them flopping
over as the pods develop.

Basic Gardening Tips
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By Michael Gooch

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470675Dave: 07970804060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

FIRE, FUN &
FOOD ! ! !
1st New Romney Scout Group officially
marked the beginning of the Summer
Term with Fire, Fun and Food in the
shape of a Sausage Sizzle! Barbeque fun
was the order of the day with burgers and
sausages for the 50+ youngsters and their
Leaders. Thank you to Sainsbury’s staff,
New Romney for their cheerful help with
supplies.

‘Great to see so many of our Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers back on site’
stated Caroline Allen – Group Chair. ‘Due
to Covid Compliance and social
distancing requirements the barbeque
was spread over 4 hours and numbers
strictly limited for each session.
Thankfully the weather was kind to us and
we were
able to
remain
outside for
the
duration
with only a
few light
spots of
rain.’

Also on
hand were
the
Leaders
who have
supported
our

youngsters
throughout
the strange
times in
which we
find
ourselves.
Celebration
was also on
the cards
with Beaver
Leader
Penny
Harrison
receiving her
Wood Beads which mark the completion
of formal Scout Training and full Leader
status. Other Leaders and Members who

were recognised for ‘Going the Extra Mile’
were Sue Davies, Ian Dawes and Louise
Day who were presented with Long
Service Awards for their support of
Scouting, collectively over 30 years –
WOW – Wot an achievement and thank
you.

So, Summer returns and 1st New Romney
are ready – living up to the Scout Motto –
Be Prepared – they will be putting the
OUT in Scouting with great OUTdoor
activity programmes in all sections. We
would be happy to welcome any young
people or adults who would like to join in
the Adventure. For further information
please contact 01797 363657 or
01797362862 and/or visit our
website www.1stnewromneyscoutgroup.or

g.uk



LISTEN TO
SHORELINE FM

broadcasting across the district
on 100.2 FM - 24 hours a day.

It's easy listening all the way and includes great
specialist music like
9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop Morning
12 noon - Sweet Delights
2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy Listening
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic Country
4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll
5 p.m. - Drive-time
6 p.m. - Soul & Motown
7 p.m. - Country10 p.m. - Dreamland

COMING SOON THE LOOKER WEEKLY

NEWS ROUND UP

Marsh Residents
help to donate to
Ashford residents
A group of people across social media
have started collecting items of clothing
and donated money to the Ashford
residents left homeless after a massive
gas explosion last Tuesday Morning

The explosion, thought to have been a gas
explosion, tore the whole of the front of the
house off and also badly damaged four
other homes by the blast on Mill View,
which happened just before 8 am.

A spokesperson for the local council has
already stated that the houses will not be
salvageable due to the structural damage,
with a rehousing effort underway.

When the story of the explosion was seen
on the BBC a group of people put out
posts on social media, to try and get
donations of clothes as the whole house
was wrecked and all the belongings
destroyed.
The response was amazing Hazel Gretten
told the Looker; “I could not believe the
number of people who started offering,
furniture, clothes and baby supplies.”
These items have already been handed in
by charitable donors.
As well as that, a fundraising campaign
has been launched to support them which
has proven incredibly successful.

This is welcome news to those affected, as
it was announced the four homes may
have to be completely demolished as a
result of the structural damage.

The internet campaign also joins the group
set up by relatives and friends of the
families, and amplified by Ben Farnham,
who runs one of Ashford's largest
Facebook groups.

Mr Farnham said in an Ashford Paper:
"When you look at the pictures it's
horrendous the way it happened. I was
motivated by that to set up a JustGiving
Page to try to give something back to
those who've lost everything. I can't
replace memories and photos, but I can
replace items."

The donation drive has already proved
highly successful, with bags of clothes and
baby supplies stocked up for the families,
who have lost their homes.
The fundraising page started with a target
of £5,000, which Ben thought would be a
struggle to achieve, but in his words "it's
gone past my expectations.

"We're now beyond that and we're now
going for £10,000. With more people and
businesses getting involved, I think we'll
reach that."

At the time of writing, the total is over
£6,000 and counting.
Mr Farnham stated : “Any additional
clothes and furniture that is not used by
the family will be donated to charity.” www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly.Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• GardenMake Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324

philsterling06@gmail.com



RomneyMarsh Litter
Pickers
Spring is always a busy time of the year and the month of April for
us, as a group was extremely busy in one way or another.

We’re just coming to the end of our road verge clearance, removing
to date just under 600 bags of vehicle tossed litter from 27 miles of
A-roads.

Also two new fishing line recycling bins have been installed on the
Romney Marsh coastline in an attempt to protect wildlife.

The bins have been added at Dengemarsh and Galloways, as part of
the Anglers National Line Recycling Scheme.

The campaign is to enable the recycling of all types of fishing line,
plastic spools and commercial net debris from beaches.

The group says 400 million metres of fishing line is discarded in the
UK each year, adding that it takes 600 years for heavy monofilament
to degrade.

The topic was highlighted in a recent Netflix documentary,
Seaspiracy, which focuses on the fishing industry's impact on the
oceans, and the pollution caused by discarded fishing nets and
equipment.

We now hope to introduce more bins along the coastline and would
like to thank Addison Construction and Civil Ltd who are paying for
six bins and Dungeness Anglers Association who contributed £500
towards this project.

We are also very pleased to say we have the full support of the
Folkestone and District branch of the RSPCA in our new venture in
trying to get as much fishing line as possible in to the bins so it can
be sent off for recycling and be out of harms way.

Many local businesses have been financially supportive over the
years, which allows us to buy more equipment to fulfil the loan
requests from new members. One such was local Romney Marsh
business, Grasslands Ltd, who stopped one of our members who
was out clearing an area to enquire more about the work our group
does. This resulted in a very generous donation of £500 to top up
our funds.

At the New Romney Town Council Annual General Meeting, two
members of Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh received Pride of
New Romney Awards 2020 /2021. David Knight, received a Mayoral
Star for services to the town and Hannah Buckland received an
Individual Service to the town by a young person, both presented
‘virtually’ by the Town Mayor. Also Paul Alford and I received the
KALC (Kent Association of Local Councils) Community Award 2020
for services to the community of New Romney – again presented
‘virtually’ by the Town Mayor, Paul Thomas.

The battle with litter louts continues as we go from strength to
strength, as Magnus Magnusson said "I’ve started so I’ll finish...... "
but my times not run out.

Bookings is recommended when we re-open on the 17th of May
Above is an example of our Monday - Saturday menu.

Roasts available on a Sunday & the menu is slightly different. Try out our new ‘cocktail menu’.
To keep up to date with what we are doing follow us on Facebook

The ‘City of London’,
Dymchurch family run pub by the sea

68-70 High Street, Dymchurch, TN29 0NL
Telephone : 01303 873979
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Bad Debt.
Beg May. The government is introducing some legislation this
week, to give people in debt some breathing space, up to 60
days, so that creditors won’t be able to jump on people’s backs
quite so soon. Because of the various schemes created to help
people cope with loss of income, furlough, eviction halting,
mortgage holidays etc, which are to come to an end soon,
experts are feeling that there will be an avalanche of debt
problems surfacing.
If you do find yourself with serious debt problems, remember
number one rule: problems are not going to go away by
ignoring them. There are government and charitable
organisations who are anxious to help. Step Change, Citizens
Advice, and Christians Against Poverty.( Don’t be put off by the
title, you don’t have to go to church to get help! It was just
started by some compassionate Christians) All these bodies
are keen to help you get out of the hole you are in. You will not
be judged, or criticised or made to feel small or inadequate.
They know how rotten and ashamed you feel about the whole
thing.
So look up the number and give them a ring, and help will be
on it’s way. You will have to be very honest, and write down all
your income, commitments and liabilities, but only so they can
help to sort it all out. They will contact your creditors and
arrange for a manageable repayment scheme. It is not the
easy way out, or a doddle, you will be required to stick to a
spending plan.
Never pay for debt advice, or for someone to “consolidate”
your loans and credit payments. These are not true charities,
and often make your situation worse.
If your situation isn’t desperate, but you are getting anxious
about debt, try and curtail your spending. Sometimes if you are
£10,000 to £20,000 in debt, another £20 on something you
don’t really need, doesn’t seem a great deal, but every
ha’penny you don’t spend now, is less debt. Credit is NOT free
money. It has to be paid back with interest. APR is the Annual
percentage rate you pay on your credit. Store cards are among
the worst. I believe some are 30-35%. So if you buy
something for £100 on a store card, you will pay back £135,
put very simply. . How much wiser to save your money, and
buy the item for cost price later, or better still 50% off, in the
next seasonal sale!
Keep track of your spending. Take all your receipts home and
try and be roughly aware of how much money is in your
account, to within £20 or £30.
CASH. It goes against the grain of society at present, but debt
charities always recommend using cash for everyday
shopping. You are always more aware of spending money,
when you hand over cash. It has been proved in many studies.
If a debt charity is helping you they will make sure you have a
small amount for groceries and essentials every week, without
adding to your debts. If you draw this amount out in cash, it
reminds you to be careful, when you can physically see in your
purse, how much you have left to last the rest of the week.
There is an old Chinese proverb which reads
“The time for moderation is when the meal barrel is full”
So the wisdom is to remember how far your money or food has
to stretch, when you first get it. Don’t go mad on non-
essentials, just because the money is there! Many people are
paid monthly, or 4 weekly now, and we all know that the money
mostly runs out before the month!

Church Round-Up
By June Gooch

Contact THE LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ

Telephone: 01797-364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07423-562696 or info@thelooker.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE call 01797-364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk
Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the information is correct.

THE LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication. Personal views expressed in
this publication are solely those of the respective contributors and do not reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not

responsible for services provided by the advertisers. All material supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in
part of this publication is strictly prohibited a without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the property of THE LOOKER Newspaper Ltd.

Marsh Memories Budgeting Tips
Hartops, High Street,
New Romney
Edwin Hartop started his business at 5 High Street, New
Romney in 1920 although it had been in the family since
1865. It was also known as Forge House and the Forge was
the only one in New Romney. Edwin had a great affinity with
animals, especially horses and dogs, and horses were shod
outside and all manner of farm implements were repaired at
the Forge. There was a large circular steel plate set into the
concrete with a hole in the middle and Mr. Hartop used to
insert a wooden cartwheel and shrink a metal tyre on to it that
he had heated up. Vera Masey who lived opposite the Forge,

remembered watching Mr. Hartop repairing the big cart
wheels. She remembered the big fire with the bellows being
worked by pushing a handle up and down and a horse’s shoe
being held by large tongs.
Mr. Hartop was well known on the Marsh for charging the 2-
volt accumulators that were used to power the radios of the
time. He used to do this in a little shed that was between the
shop and the Forge. Brig Kitchener, who lived nearby,
remembers that he used to earn some extra pocket money
helping Mr. Hartop charge the 2-volt accumulators.
The shop in those days was only half the size of the one in
the 1950s. In the early 1930s, the family built a small lock-up
shop next door selling radios. A flat was built over the shop in
1938 and the shop was extended after the war to sell
electrical goods, toys, Meccano and fancy goods.
In the 1950s, the Forge was closed and the shop was

enlarged to double its size.
Around that time, the shop was a
‘Mecca’ for local youngsters,
especially around Christmas time
when the windows were adorned
with toys and train sets. Mr. Hartop
died in the 1960s and the business
was taken over by his son Godfrey
with his wife Marjorie. Marjorie was
in charge of the toys, fancy goods
and souvenirs with Godfrey looking
after the bikes, radios and fishing
tackle. They carried on the
business until he retired and closed
the shop in the 1980s.
Supersaver Discount Stores’ then
took over the premises selling a
large variety of household items at a
discount price. Over the years, the
shop has changed hands a number
of times. It was originally known as
’Price Gap’, then ’Super-Saver’ and
is now known as ‘Cheap Jacks’.

Churches are having services again, and regular worshippers are
delighted to be in the same room as other people, even if very
strict regulations are in place, with no singing, fellowship, or
moving about during service. All welcome, even if you haven’t
been a regular attender at church for years. Lockdown and Covid
has reminded us of the important things of life. Owing to an
absence of magazines, it is hard to keep track of every church. So
keep an eye on your own church notice board, or website.

Greatstone, St Peters. A service is held every Sunday now, at
10.30am. It will alternate between HC and morning prayer.

Lydd, All Saints. A Holy Communion service is held at 10.30am

New Romney, St Nicholas. A service takes place on Sundays,
at 10.30am.

Romney Marsh Community Church. The internet service
continues to be broadcast on YouTube, as well as a limited number
gathering at 10.30am on Sunday mornings in the church buildings.
The service is broadcast on the big screen, and is paused for
personal prayer. Although very limited, it is good to see people
again, and just be in the same room. Places must be booked
through church office, 01797 366855. You can also ring this
number for any help or encouragement, or for a link to the
YouTube service.

The food bank continues with a delivery only service. See below
for details.

Snargate. St Dunstan’sThe next service will be a Holy
Communion on Sunday May 23rd at 9am.

Food Banks. These are continuing as before, but with a delivery
only service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family
(and it applies to single people and couples, not just people with
children) RING DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager, on 07913
573403, to explain your problem. The food will be delivered to your
home. You can have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food, and
help in other ways, if your problems need to be referred to another
agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC number
01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd on
01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank,
which is Tuesdays in New Romney, and Fridays in Lydd.

Demand is high at present, and although all dried and tinned food
is welcome, they are short of Long life milk and fruit juice, jams and
spreads, tinned ham and instant mash, or tinned potatoes. They do
not need tinned soup, pasta or baked beans. There is plenty of
stock of these items. There is also a scheme for donations to cover
needed food items. Go to the website
www.shepway.foodbank.org.uk to donate.

Church Chuckle.Rhidian Brook, an author and broadcaster, was
chatting to his father. His father reassured him. “ I have brought my
will up to date, and signed a lasting power of eternity”

They talk about the Christian Hope. For further enlightenment see
your minister!

Wit and Wisdom. From a Snoopy Cartoon. Charlie, in a
thoughtful mood, is looking out to sea. “You know, Snoopy, you
only live once” “Wrong” says Snoopy, “you only die once. You live
every day”



CINQUE PORTS ARMS NEW ROMNEY
WELCOME YOU BACK TO OUR COVERED
BEER GARDEN FROM 12TH APRIL 2021

NEW QR CODE FOR ORDERING
NEW SUMMER MENU
NEW BBQ/HOT PLATE TABLES (PRE BOOK ONLY)
NEW SHARING PLATTERS
NEW SATURDAY BREAKFAST CLUB

CONTACT US ON 01797 361894 OR FACEBOOK
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR BOOKINGS


