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Travellers came in a mass group
to two locations across our district
and caused concerns from local
residents.
The first instance was when a
large encampment was set up on
the Rype in Lydd. At the time it
was reported to The Looker that
East Sussex police accompanied
the travellers to the Rype in Lydd.
The group was reportedly on their
way to the annual Horse Fayre on
The Isle of Sheppey.

When a local Land owner
contacted The Looker, the editor,
reported it to the Folkestone and
Hythe enforcement team, who
moved them on after just a few

hours. Although in the short time
the group had been in Lydd there
were reports of people being
abused and threatened. Later
that same day a large group also
appeared on the Greens at
Hythe.

A boot fair which had been
planned for last Sunday was
cancelled, and a play area closed
for sanitisation, after a large
group of travellers left the popular
recreation ground.

About a dozen caravans have
been on Hythe Green since
arriving last week but they were
seen leaving last Monday.

The green, often used for boot
fairs as well as circus and
community events, is owned by
Hythe Town Council. In the past
New Romney, has had several
occasions when travellers moved
onto St Martins Field and on
these occasions not only was
there a very large bill for cleaning
up the mess they made, but also
a number of trees were
vandalised.
The council took action last year
and installed bollards to make it
harder for people to access St
Martins Field. They council also
took out a court warrant, so that
travellers could be lawfully moved
on.
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Clean-up operation after travellers
leave Hythe Green And The

Winner
Is…
Last Christmas The Looker was
due to award one of the
restaurants in our District with
the ‘coverted’ Looker Best
Restaurant Award, but with
Lockdown being sprung on the
country at the last minute, we
were unable to deliver the
award.

Fast forward 6 months from the
end of our online survey and at
last we were able to present the
Certificate and award to Costas
Sotirio of Sotirios in Folkestone
who won the competition.
Editor David Wimble said: “It
was a close run thing, with
several other local eateries also
coming close, notably in
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One residents of Hythe, who spoke to The
Looker said; “Their behaviour was absolutely
shameful, the mess they have made is
horrendous and it’s the local people who are left
clearing up the mess!” The boot fair due to be
held this week by Hythe Rotary Club has been
cancelled in wake of the group's departure.

A club spokesman said: "Due to the unexpected
occupation of the Green with the consequent
damage and pollution which all have to brought
back to standard, we regret to say we have to
cancel this week’s Boot Fair. We are very
apologetic but these circumstances are outside
our control."

A clean-up operation is ongoing and council
officers are working to prevent similar from
happening again.

"We are very apologetic but these
circumstances are outside our control"
A town council spokesman said: "The visitors
have now vacated the Green and
measurements are underway to secure the
perimeter.

An assessment on the debris and damage is
being conducted by Hythe Town Council.
Please can we ask all residents to avoid using
the play area and the site where the
encampment was situated in the far corner for
the next 48 hours, as our environmental team
will be clearing the site and sanitising the play
area."

Proudly Flying The Seaside
Award Flag
Jan Holben
The Seaside Award is a highly valued
recognition because it tells local people
and visitors who visit the coast that a beach awarded the Seaside Award has
achieved certain high standards of safety and cleanliness. The great news is -
Sandgate beach has been awarded the coveted Seaside Award for the NINTH
year running.
Chairman of Sandgate Parish Council Tim Prater said: “Just 132 beaches in
England have won the Seaside Award this year, no other beaches in
Folkestone & Hythe, and Sandgate is the only Parish Council in the
country on the winners list. We have so many reasons to be proud that
Sandgate Beach has won the Seaside Award for the NINTH year running.
“It’s totally a team effort. From the residents and businesses that play their
part in keeping the beach tidy, the facilities provided by and signposted by the

Parish Council and others, Councillors like Nabin Siwa and
non-Councillors working as a team to apply year after year,
and the support of F&HDC and Veolia for their work in
collecting waste and emptying bins. it just wouldn’t
happen without all of them, and it is something we
should celebrate together.”
Environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy say: “The
international Blue Flag and the UK Seaside Awards are
the quality marks for our beaches and mean those
visiting them can be sure that they are clean, safe and
meet the highest environmental standards, as well as

the tough international bathing water quality standards”.
As you drive through Sandgate, coming from Hythe

direction – look to your right, close to the Sir
John Memorial – and you will see the blue and
yellow Seaside Award flag flying proudly in the
breeze – the only one in our district.

Folkestone the Marco Pierre White Stakehouse at the Clifton Hotel
coming second.
Other notable nominations in the Pub section was The City of
London in Dymchurch, The Cinque Ports In New Romney and The
Star In The Marsh at St Mary in the Marsh.”
The survey was carried out on our website and had over 1800
votes cast over a one month period.
Venues were judged on, quality of the food, service, variety of the
menu and value for money.
When Costas was given the
award he told us: “This
really is an award to our
whole team, not just the
people who work front of
house, but the team in the
kitchen lead by our
marvellous head chef Michelle
Mendham who really do pull
out all the stops.
He said: “We really have
been very lucky with all
of our staff, who
although furloughed
over the covid period
have stayed loyal to us
and always go that
extra mile. For me
going out should be an
experience, not just
good food, it is how you
are welcomed as you
enter the restaurant
right up to the moment
that you leave.”
Mr Sotirio has had a long
history of providing not

only quality food but entertainment for over 40 years, having
started his career in the district as the manager of Pirate Springs
in St Mary’s Bay, before opening up eateries in Hythe and then
also a cabaret venue at the East Cliff Pavillion. Realising that
people wanted more than just somewhere to eat, he offered a
cabaret venue, where you could eat, dance and have a good time.
After he left the Pavillion, he took the same formula to Sotirios 103
bar and Restaurant at Littlestone, which became very popular as
the ‘Go to place’ for tribute acts and party nights.
But after a few years at Littlestone, Costas felt he had some
unfinished business with Folkestone and so 3 years ago, opened
up Sotirios at 2 Bouverie Road (Formally Pauls Restaurant).
Costas explained,: “ It was a big step coming to Folkestone, but I
guess the Gamble paid off, as many of the people who have been
eating with us, followed us to Folkestone. I have had some of my
staff for 30 years and they have become like family now.”
The Looker has long been a supporter of Costas and his
restaurants for many years and has seen both of his sone Lucas
and Alex follow in the family Footsteps.
“When we made our reservation to give Costas the award, he had
no idea said Looker Commercial Director”, Sarah White, but for us
it was another excuse to get out and enjoy the fabulous food and
also to hear Costas’s famous jokes!”
For the record, we both had hot oysters in breadcrumbs, then our
main course was half a lobster in an amazing creamy sauce with a
fillet steak and chips with a side salad, followed by a cheese
board.
The restaurant opened on the Wednesday we arrived, for the first
time since December and a testament to the popularity was that it
was fully booked for its first week of opening many weeks before.
So why not find out what makes Sotirios so special, book and tell
them that you read about it in The Looker.
We will be once again be starting our poll this year (hopefully by
August) and this year we have decided to open it up under
different categories. (we will inform you when the poll goes live).
The Looker would also like to promote the best of the Businesses
in a number of other categories too. So, watch this space!
And finally congratulations to Costas and his team for winning our
Best District Restaurant award for 2020.
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Tragic Accident cost the
life of 70 year old Trike
passenger
Police appeal for crash witnesses after a trike rider aged 70,
died in hospital after three-vehicle crash on Sandling Road,
Postling

A 70-year-old trike rider died in hospital following a three-
vehicle crash which happened on a country road at the end of
April. The pensioner sustained serious injuries as a result of
the collision in Postling, near Hythe, and was taken to a
London hospital - but he has subsequently lost his life.

Police are continuing to investigate the now-fatal crash and are
appealing for witnesses to come forward.

The trike rider was travelling along Sandling Road at about
9.45am on Thursday, April 29 when he was involved in a crash
with a silver Ford and a white Hyundai.

He was on a black Talisman trike travelling northbound.

Officers from the Serious Collision Investigation Unit are still
searching for answers to know the full circumstances of the
incident.

Anyone with information or dash-cam footage should contact
the SCIU appeal line on 01622 798 538
or email: sciu.td@kent.pnn.police.uk

quoting AH/KA/039/21.

Lifeboats come to the aid
of stricken yacht

As the Looker went to print for our last edition, we heard of the
rescue of a yacht which had run aground, on the evening of the 8th
May. Both Dungeness and Littlestone Lifeboats were asked to help
and assist the yacht, which had run aground off Littlestone. It was
reported the yacht had damaged its mast and was in difficulty in
poor weather conditions.

Dungeness lifeboat launched shortly after 8pm in gusts of wind up
to force 7 with poor visibility and proceeded to the scene just off the
shoreline at Littlestone.
The coxswain then contacted the Coastguard and requested that
the Littlestone lifeboat be launched to assist.
Once on scene, it was established that the vessel was stuck
aground in the sand and the mast was damaged. A towline was
then thrown to the stricken yacht and set up ready for towing away
from the shoreline.

Littlestone lifeboat then arrived on scene and was able to taxi two
crewmen off Dungeness lifeboat and then onto the casualty vessel.

Once the crewmen were onboard and the lifeboat had freed the
yacht, a damage assessment was carried out and it was decided
the vessel was in a good enough condition to tow to Dover.
Littlestone lifeboat were then stood down.
After approximately two hours of towing, the Dungeness lifeboat
arrived in Dover and made the casualty vessel safe in the harbour.

The lifeboat arrived back at station at around 1pm and was made
ready for service.

Stuart Adams, RNLI Coxswain for Dungeness RNLI Lifeboat, said:
‘It was a tremendous effort by all our volunteer crew and I was
pleased to see such great teamwork between Dungeness and
Littlestone to bring the yacht to safety. Our crews have maintained
their high standard of training throughout the pandemic and this
could be seen in their accomplishments today.’

Photo by Littlestone Crewman Dean Miller

Coxswain Stuart Adams

Moving Slowly Or
Charging Ahead?
Jan Holben
To tackle climate change, sales of new petrol and diesel cars
will end in 2030 – that's just 9 years away – and yet we
currently have less than 20 electric charging points across our
district, way behind some other areas. Furthermore all new
cars should be zero emission at the rear section of the exhaust
pipe from 2035
Towns and villages in our district to the West of Hythe already
quite poorly served by public transport have less than a handful
of charging points – and on the day of writing two of those
charging points were out of order.
UK director of campaign group ‘Transport & Environment’
(T&E) Greg Archer said: “The electric vehicle charging network
is much better than people perceive but the coverage is not
equal across the UK...” this is clearly true for our district. Many
areas in London are already well served with charging points to
meet their projected needs, but there is an unimpressive long
list of councils who as yet have no plan whatsoever to install
public charging points – thankfully our district is not included on
that list.
T&E believe that many electric car owners will be able to park
and charge their car on their own drive if they have a charging
point installed – and with the government offering grants of up
to £500 towards the cost of a home charger this is clearly the
most attractive option. But what about those who do not have a
driveway and can’t park off road – those drivers may have to
travel several miles to find a charging point and when they get
there they may find it out of order as several residents found
out recently! If we as a country are to meet the zero emission
target we
desperately
need more
public
charging
points, and
soon.
Kent County
Council is
open to
receive
requests for
public
charging
points and
advise that
“they have a
number of projects already in development to increase public
charging infrastructure”. They advise that there is capital
funding to support electric charging point installation on behalf
of parish, town and community councils. So – if you think your
town or parish needs charging points now is the time to get
your council or community group to register their interest at:
https://kentsmartertravel.co.uk/
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Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.com

The summer
onslaught of
boat migrants
begins

With the summer months and calmer seas just
around the corner, more migrants are
attempting to cross the English Channel. With
reports of over 300 last week alone!
On Tuesday the 11th of May Eight boats carry
186 migrants across English Channel
Which brings the ‘official number of 2,400
people who have reached the UK by boat this
year already.

French authorities stopped a further 96 people
from making the journey, the Home Office
said.

More than 2,400 people have reached the UK
by boat in 2021 - an increase of more than
1,000 compared to the same period last year.

With so many people now arriving almost
daily, local people are asking the question,

what has happened to the clampdown on
migrants coming into the country.
Martin Snow’s email to the Looker was typical:
“We was told that the Home Office was taking
‘severe action’ to not only stop the people from
coming over, but more importantly, they
promised a clamp down on the people
smugglers. Well after the UK investing tens of
millions of UK Tax payer’s money, the
problems are just getting worse! As a country
we need to send a strong message that you
will not automatically get housed and get free
medical treatment here, let alone any benefits.
We need to be seen to be returning these
people back to France and more importantly
putting the traffickers behind bars for a very
long time!”

The government line has been very consistent
over the past few months and aims to make
the route "unviable" and is planning to make it
more difficult for asylum seekers who arrive by
boat to remain in the UK.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said: "Access to
the UK's
asylum system
should be
based on
need, not the
ability to pay
people
smugglers."

The UN's
refugee
agency has
said the
proposals
would create a
"discriminatory
two-tier
asylum

system, undermining the 1951 Refugee
Convention".

It said the government should "look at the
context" and while there had been a rise in
migrants arriving by boat, it was not a "mass-
influx".

"The UK has modest numbers of asylum-
seekers relative to European peers, and UK
claims have been declining," it said.

Last year, France received 95,600 asylum
applications, with 122,170 in Germany and
88,530 in Spain.

There were 29,456 applications in the UK in
2020, a decrease of 18% compared to 2019.

The Home Office does not provide figures on
how asylum seekers arrive in the UK, but it
told inspectors in 2019 that "clandestine entry"
- which includes arriving by boat or lorry - was
"the most common method of entry for asylum
seekers".

New Romney
Mayor presents
Annual
Community
Awards
Services to the Community of New
Romney were honoured recentlywhen
the Right Worshipful the Mayor of New
Romney, Councillor Paul Thomas visited
recipients and presented awards in the
town.

The ‘Pride of New Romney Awards’ this
year spanned a 2 year interval, 2019 –
2021, owing to the coronavirus

pandemic. These awards acknowledge
and give recognition to individuals or
community groups who live, work,
volunteer or provide a community service
within the boundary of the Town and
Coast Wards of New Romney and who
has / have made a significant contribution
to the Parish during the current civic year
or over a period of years.

Presentations were made to Mr Jon
Wilson, for Individual Service to the Town,
and to Miss Hannah Buckland, for
Individual Service to the Town by a Young
Person.

Two awards for Services to the Town by a
Community Group or Organisation were
presented, the first to The Rotary Club of
Romney Marsh, which was accepted by
Barbara Gould on their behalf, and the
second to The Young High Street
Traders, who comprise of Hannah and
Sarah O’Hare, of Bakery 64, Katie Marsh

of Deblyn’s Tea Shop, Sadie McKay of
Savages, and Louise Douglas of That Pet
Shop. The Mayoral Star Award 2021 was
given to Mr David Knight, for Services to
the Town. Also being presented were the
Kent Association of Local Council’s
Community Awards.

The Award for 2020, which was also
delayed due to the Covid crisis, was
given to Mr Eric Brown and Mr Paul
Alford, from Litter Picking Watch Romney
Marsh. 2021’s Award was presented to
The Staff and Volunteers of Romney
Marsh Community Hub.

New Romney Town Council are now
accepting nominations for the 2021-22
‘Pride of New Romney’ Awards, and
details and nomination form can be found
on the New Romney Town Council
website www.newromney-tc.gov.uk .
Closing date 31st March 2022.
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It really does feel like the beginning of the end of this
pandemic, with restaurants and pubs finally being able to open
along with cinemas and theatres. So life gets set to return to
normal (not that I can really remember what normal is). But just
as we think the end is in site we are now told of this new strain
of Covid known as the India strain. At least it has lifted the
pressure off of the ‘Kent Strain’, that might sound flippant, but
word connotations stick. Anything to do with Kent that is
negative is a real hit on tourism. Talking to hoteliers and
holiday parks, you would not realise it as we are now getting
ready for a bumper summer of visitors, who have chosen to
stay in the UK as they still await the green Light to fly to the
traditional hot spots in Europe and further afield.

I have been having some very strange letters and postcards
just lately, infact ever since I published a feature about what to
do with Migrants who cross the channel and perhaps re-
homing them in ex-cruise ships. The idea being that they would
be safe in a secure environment, with suitable health and
hygiene etc. Well since I published this, I have had a couple of
strange phone calls along with a number of letters, all of which
appear to come from someone with a quite limited vocabulary.
But the gist of what they are saying is, all migrants are just
coming here to cause terrorism and rape women. But the worst
thing is that the barrage of letters and cards also do not have a
name and contact address, which is a very cowardly thing to
do. If you feel that strongly, ‘Own It’ !
The sending of these letters does not change my mind on the
migrant situation. If I have to endure another ‘But Why Do They
All Come Here’ comment and have to point out that of all the
European countries, even Belgium (about the size of Wales)

has had 3 times more migrants than the UK, in fact the UK is
very low down in the table of countries that migrants head too.
I just think that in these times of Black Lives Matter, we are
spreading the wrong message and that is All Lives Matter, what
makes one humans’ life worth more than others? BUT we
really do need to do more to make it safe for people to return
home, to a country that is safe.

When you look at the news and you see the horrendous things
that are happening in Israel, Jordan, Syria and even Turkey, it
makes you wonder, what the end result is all for.
A few years ago, onboard a Cunard Ship, we detoured one
night to pick up around 40 migrants trying to head to Greece,
which included picking up the bodies of some migrants that
drowned. As part of the party who helped recover the bodies, It
stuck with me! The thing that I really remember was that the
following evening as we had a deck party, an American
gentleman was shipping his champagne and complaining that
we would be three hours late arriving in Corfu, and he might
miss his trip that he was so looking forward too!

So I really do not know what the answers are, All I ask is that
you think what a miserable life these people have had to make
them pack up everything they own into a few bags and trek
over Europe just looking for a safe place to live. And maybe
the person who keeps wasting stamps sending me his hate
letters, should have looked into the eyes of someone who had
been clinging to an upturned boat for hours and ask if he would
feel the same if it was his family member.
Anyway enough of my rant! Lets look forward to the positives.
This week we are heading to some of our favourite restaurants
and look forward to writing reviews in a future issue.
So as usual, if you want to promote your business or would like
us to publish a review of your restaurant or bar, get in touch
and we will arrange to come and see you (It’s a tough job but
someone has to do it!).
Also again if you are planning an event please send us the
information as from the next edition, we hope to have our
whats on page. Email : david@thelooker.co.uk
David.
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Welcome to edition 275

Editor’s Word
JAM on the
Marsh
8th – 18th July 2021
In its 8th season, JAM on
the Marsh 2021 will
captivate audiences with 7
exhibitions, 15 concerts,
and open-air theatre.
Events will take place
across Kent’s Romney
Marsh, from Hythe to
Dungeness, in many of the
Romney Marsh’s famous
mediaeval churches.

World renowned soloists
Lesley Garrett, James
Gilchrist and Michael Collins visit the festival for the first
time. Highlights include An Evening with Lesley Garrett of
song and anecdotes.

The return of stunning land artist Jon Foreman creating a
sculpture trail across Romney Marsh – many will
remember his extraordinary beach art at Dymchurch in
2019; Changeling Theatre perform A Midsummer Night’s
Dream under the Marsh sky; an 80th anniversary
performance of Messiaen’s legendary Quartet for the End
of Time, performed by Michael Collins, Simon Blendis,
Sally Pendlebury and Anna Tilbrook; London Mozart
Players, James Gilchrist and Ben Goldscheider perform
Britten’s Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings conducted
by Michael Bawtree; Canterbury Cathedral Choir perform
Bernstein’s affirmative and serene Chichester Psalms.
Conducting at the festival for the first time will be JAM
President, Paul Mealor, with his professional Caritas
Choir, premiering JAM on the Marsh’s 2021 Festival
Commission by Jack Oades, alongside works by
Jonathan Dove and Mealor.

One of the UK’s finest pianists, Anna Tilbrook curates
JAM on the Marsh for the first time, opening the festival
with a piano recital for four hands, performed by Anna and
Libby Burgess, including Saint-Saëns’ enchanting
Carnival of the Animals in its 100th anniversary year,
bringing lions, swans and kangaroos to the Marsh!

Exhibitions will be confirmed imminently.

Tickets are now on sale at www.jamconcert.org or 0800
988 7984. With the festival so soon after Covid
restrictions have lifted, all concerts will have limited
audience capacity and will last 1 hour without an interval.
Tickets must be pre-booked; there will be no on-the-door
sales.

Following the success of JAM on the Marsh: VIRTUAL in
2020, many 2021 festival events will be filmed for
broadcast this autumn. Details to be released in due
course.

JAM 2021 Photos:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8qixdyubakv8sm9/
AAAXjzPd5Y9Uc1rft67dGNR5a?dl=0

Anna Tilbrook

Lesley Garett

Jon Foreman



Page 10 Page 11

Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

On Monday this week we saw another significant step
in our route out of the coronavirus social restrictions.
It’s great that restaurants, cafes and pubs can now re-
open for indoor service, especially given the slightly
mixed weather we have experienced in recent weeks.
The rule of allowing six people to meet indoors returns,
two households of any size can meet together, and
face masks no longer need to be worn in secondary
schools. Larger crowds can come back for major
events, such as the 20,000 fans that were able to
attend the FA Cup final at Wembley last Saturday.
International travel is now possible to ‘green list’
countries which have similarly low rates in infection
from COVID-19. This list covers things we took for
granted for so long, yet it is now a relief to seem them
return. We look forward as well to the lifting of all social
contact restrictions from 21st June.

Although there has been a lot of reporting about new
variant strains of covid elsewhere in the world, this is
not having an impact in east Kent. For the Folkestone
and Hythe constituency the covid infection rates, and
the number of people who require hospital treatment
because of infection from the virus remain the lowest
they have been since the start of the pandemic. This
trend has continued throughout the easing of the
restrictions and gives us confidence that we should
meet the target of 21st June. Whilst we must of course
be vigilant for any change in the data, we should see
the low levels of infection compared to other countries
as evidence that the vaccines are working. 55% of
people in the UK have received at least one dose and
30% have received both injections and are fully
vaccinated. This means that more and more people
every day are being projected.

On Thursday 27th May, at 3.30pm I will be taking part
in an online meeting with Cllr David Monk, the leader of
Folkestone and Hythe District Council, and Cllr Roger
Gough, the leader of Kent County Council, to discuss
the use of Napier Barracks in Folkestone as
accommodation for asylum seekers. We will be joined
by representatives from the Home Office and other
agencies who have been involved in managing this
facility. The meeting will be broadcast online, and
questions from local residents for discussion during the
meeting can be submitted in advance. There is more
information about this on the district council website.

The use of Napier Barracks is a temporary measure,
the site itself has been sold for new housing as part of
the Taylor Wimpey development. However, as I have
stated since asylum seekers have been
accommodated at Napier, I do not believe that this is a
suitable facility or location to house so many people on
a single site. I have asked for the Home Office to
manage the closure of the operations there, as the
claims of the asylum seekers are processed.

Fire walking Jenn
does it again

Dungeness B Materials Technician Jenn Tibbenham has
completed a fire walk for charity

Hot stepping Jenn has once again raised vital cash for charity -
this time with a fire walk.

The Dungeness B Materials Technician braved red hot coals on
a cold May day last weekend to raise money for EDF corporate
charity Prostate Cancer UK.

Jenn, who completed the walk while five months pregnant,
said: "Before I did this I was confident I'd be able to go through
with it. I had the belief that if I could give birth without swearing,
I'd be able to walk across fire without any problems.

"It was a very exhilarating experience and it was a very
supportive and positive atmosphere, almost a village fun fayre.
It was a challenge as I never had the desire to walk on fire but
when a friend asks you to make a day out of it you doit. It was a
great experience and one I laughed about later."

Determined Jenn has made a name for herself, and a
significant amount of money for good causes, over the years by
completing a number of amazing charity challenges. She's
taken part in a 12 hour endurance lawnmower race around a
frozen lake in Finland with her husband, Graham and a few
years ago dazzled crowds at a summer fair in Lydd when she
single-handedly pulled a fire engine 52 meters.

"I keep carrying out these charity activities because it is great to
bring people together and make memories," she said.

"Perhaps, I like the idea of performing something incredible to
inspire others that they in turn can do the same. I also thanked
my little 22-month-old son, Owen for being such a well behaved
boy while mommy was doing crazy things. He definitely smiled
at the word, 'crazy' afterwards."

So far Jenn's effort has raised more than £200. You can still
contribute by visiting www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jenn-
tibbenham-firewalk
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Advertisement

Positions Available
Now Covid -19 restrictions are lifting and
life returns to normal, we are looking to

recruit two new members of staff.

One position is for housekeeping duties
and another for our fine dining restaurant.

Days and hours as required,
so flexibility is essential.

Good rates of pay, working as part of a
small young friendly, but professional team

Please apply with CV to Lisa Lovell:
Enquiries@romneybayhousehotel.co.uk

Romney Bay House Hotel

Wemeet again – in the
Council Chamber
Folkestone & Hythe district councillors are returning to the
Civic Centre again for their first meeting in the council
chamber for more than a year.

The pandemic forced local authorities to hold meetings
virtually but now councillors are back meeting in person
although with plenty of COVID-19 safety measures in place.

Councillors will sit one metre away from each other in the
chamber and be encouraged to wear face masks when not
speaking. They are also encouraged to take a lateral flow test
before attending meetings.

Maintaining a safe social distance means that in line with
current guidance six people only will be able to sit in the
public area so members of the public are urged to continue to
watch meetings online folkestone-hythe.public-i.tv/core/portal/
home.

Public seats will be reserved for those speaking at or
participating in a meeting (eg. planning) and any seats
remaining will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.
Those attending should wear masks and, like councillors,
members of the public are encouraged to take a lateral flow
test and should not attend if the result is positive.

The first meeting back in the council chamber was a
licensing sub-committee at 10am on Thursday (20 May
2021).

Leader of Folkestone & Hythe District Council, Cllr David
Monk said: “It will be good to get back into the
chamber again, although I think we have all
been very pleasantly surprised at how well it
has worked having meetings online.
“Debating in the council chamber is a key
part of the local democratic process and I
am sure I am not alone in saying that I have
missed that part of being a councillor
and council leader.”

More information and advice about the return to the council
chamber can be found here folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/council-
meetings

Ivychurch
Croquet Club

Try Croquet!
Croquet is competitive yet sociable;
enjoyable, active and healthy.

Croquet is an outdoor sport played on equal
terms by men and women and between
young and old. Croquet offers sport,
friendships, fun, competition and a whole
lot more.

Though it may seem an easy game, the
mental clarity, focus and precision required
to be successful might surprise you. All you
need is six hoops, four balls, mallets and a
patch of grass? Sounds simple but croquet
is a game of skill, strategy, tactics and guile.

IVYCHURCH CROQUET CLUB
The club was originally founded by
members of Brenzett and District WI, in the
garden of one of the members. With
success, membership grew. Today we are
an independent club with both male and
female members. New premises were
required and the current club was
established at Millbank Farm. We have
three full-sized croquet courts and a
clubhouse which are all maintained by the
members themselves.

The club is a member of the Croquet
Association and the South East Croquet

Federation and participates in league

matches (finishing league division runners-
up, on count-back, a couple of years ago).
We play Golf Croquet and Association
Croquet. Beginners start learning the
basics of Golf Croquet, which has rapidly
become the most popular form of the game
nationally.

CROQUET – A GAME OF STRATEGY
AND SKILL
The mental and physical benefits are
numerous:

Gentle exercise in the Great
Outdoors enhances the “feel good” factor;

The intellectually challenging
aspects of the game combine problem
solving with gentle physical activity in
which skills such as precision and planning
are needed;

You can play at any level from purely
social to highly competitive;

It is a competitive sport with a
relaxed, sociable atmosphere and a strong
tradition of sportsmanship;

It is effective yet gentle exercise that
is easy on the joints and not strenuous.

It can be played at any age.
The non-strenuous, low-impact nature of
the game makes it an activity that can be
enjoyed throughout a lifetime.

It is good fun and an excellent way
to meet new people! Men and women play
together on equal terms.

INTERESTED IN JOINING?
Newcomers are very welcome whether you
have played the game before or you are a
true beginner. All equipment is available for
you to learn the ins and outs of this
addictive sport. Why not come along and
try it for yourself? The club is at Millbank
Farm, Marsh Road, Ruckinge, Romney
Marsh, Kent. TN26 2QB. Our club days are
Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:30am.
For more details, further information or to
arrange to come and have a go, please
contact Andrew on 01797 362097 or Lynda
on 01797 367424.

We are a really friendly club who love this
ancient and strategic game. Why not take
a look and see if you too would like to join
us in this addictive sport?

AWARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU!

Investment secures
Historic Row Boat
Service
Folkestone and Hythe
District Council has
provided much-needed
funding to replace the
council’s rowing boats on
the Royal Military Canal in
Hythe.

The rowing boat hire
service is a popular
historical feature of Hythe’s Royal Military Canal and has seen
boats available for hire for over 100 years. The council
previously owned 20 rowing boats which had been in use for
over 30 years. Following full council approval in 2019 the fleet of
20 new boats are now in use on the canal, securing the long
term future of the service for at least 25 years.

A council spokesperson said: "We’re delighted to have been able
to invest in the future of this popular row boat hire service. The
boats have been an iconic feature of Hythe for many years and
are enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.This investment will
secure a historically significant leisure facility and will continue to
support the health and wellbeing of everyone using this service.”

The row boat service is operated by a third party under licence
on behalf of F&HDC. The new boats came in to use when the
rowing boat hire service re-opened on Monday 12 April - In line
with the government roadmap.
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New Romney Town
Council Civic Posts
2021 - 2022

At the New Romney Annual Town Council meeting, on 5th May
2021, Councillor Paul Thomas was duly re-elected as
Chairman of New Romney Town Council, and Town Mayor, a
position that he has held since 2018.
Councillor Pip Metcalfe was also re-elected as Deputy Chair
and Deputy Town Mayor.

Commenting on his appointment, Councillor Thomas said:

“I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for electing me to
the office of Mayor of New Romney for the third consecutive
year. This coincides with the return of the Speakership of the
Cinque Ports to New Romney in 2021/22, a role that I will
formally take over from the Mayor of Rye in a few weeks’ time.
I am immensely proud to represent and promote New Romney
across Kent during the coming year. With my wife Janet as my
Mayoress and with Sergio as my canine consort, we look
forward to carrying on with the public duties that were curtailed
last year due to the Covid crisis.
We are still considering which charities to support this year and
will make an announcement shortly.

I would like to thank the Council officers and staff for their hard
work in the last year. They have been both innovative and
flexible in their approach to provide Council services to the
Community and to the Councillors of New Romney Town
Council.

We have a number of exciting projects to move forward this
year, including the Community Hall & Sports Pavilion, which
have been slowed due to the Covid crisis.

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Councillors, District
Councillors and County Councillor for their support in the last
year, recognising that we have some work to do to in the
community during the post-pandemic period.”

Photo: Susan Pilcher

Knitted life in
wool on the
RomneyMarsh?
Restrictions are beginning to lift and soon with
a fair wind we will be able to mix once again
with each other. This is a shout out for
‘wannabe’ and keen knitters to join us as part
of our Generations Connect project to create
a knitted wall hanging representing the
Marsh. Generations Connect is an exciting,
Lottery-funded programme that strives to
combat loneliness in older people on the
Romney Marsh. It is a project that is being
delivered by CARM and Romney Resource
Centre.

We wanted to do something different and
came up with the idea of a design picture
which represents the Romney Marsh and that
we could convert to a knitting pattern e.g. a
marsh or sea scene that makes you think of
Romney Marsh. We reached out and the
challenge was taken up by Rosie Hogben and
the students at the Marsh Academy. Extra big
thanks from us to all the 200+ students that
created and submitted artistic endeavours.
The school shortlisted to the final eight and

the final three entries
were selected by Helen
Mattock, Manager at
CARM, Christopher
Pollard CEO Romney
Resource Centre and
Kath Jones, Project
Manager Generations
Connect. Certificates for
the shortlisted and final
three were created and

given to the school to be presented in Tutor
sessions and respective bubbles.

Next step on the agenda is conversion of the
winning picture to a knitting pattern, make a
plan and decide on resources and we are
grateful for the support of Sabine owner of the
wool shop in New Romney High Street who
has agreed to work with us and our knitters to
produce the final piece.

It is friendly/fun and family focused with
participants of all skill levels welcome. You
don’t have to be the world’s greatest knitter
and we are happy to teach you and we will be
providing the materials. Sage advice will no
doubt be exchanged between the
generations.

We intend to bring the generations together
through our project activities so that we value
each other; treating older people in an aging
population as an asset and a resource with
skills, experience and knowledge they can
pass on. Also, importantly to challenge
conceived thinking, change attitudes about
young people and older people and provide a
harmonious community.

We are looking for active retirees in the
community who have skills and life
experience to share with the younger
generation e.g., Photography, Crafts, DIY/

Basic maintenance and Story writing (Poetry
& Rap). Taking part will build the confidence
of all involved and young people will benefit
from real life experience, social interaction
and team working as well as learning new
skills which can be used in the world of work
and employment.

If you are interested and would like to be part
of this activity or want to find out more and
join our other activities/workshops as part of
Generations Connect do give us a call on
01797 367455 or send an email to Kath our
Project Manager who would love to hear from
you and is always happy and open to discuss
new ideas and activities:

generationsconnect@romney-resource.co.uk.

Rosie – Dungeness Lighthouse

Daisy – Martello Tower

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
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Blaze at Port Lympnewild
animal reserve in Hythe
Emergency services were called to a wild animal reserve after a
candle sparked a small fire in an outdoor bathroom attached to
holiday guest accommodation.

Firefighters reached the scene in Port Lympne Reserve in Hythe
just before 8pm last Wednesday the 5th of May.

They were called to reports of a fire in an outdoor bathroom,
attached to the guest accommodation and very close to the lion
enclosure.

An eyewitness said: "The flames were very large, and it risked
the lions who live mere metres away from the fire.

"It is terrifying that this could happen when people are meant to
be enjoying what fun we can have and not expecting our lives to
be risked by a possibly deadly fire if they were in that area."

Two fire engines attended and crews used a hose reel jet to
extinguish the flames.
Thankfully, no injuries were reported and no animals were
harmed.
An investigation concluded that the fire was started accidentally
after a candle was left unattended in the bathroom.

A Kent Fire and Rescue Service spokeswoman said: "We would
urge the public to take care when enjoying candles.

"This includes not leaving them unattended when burning, and
making sure they aren't burning close to curtains, bedding or
even plants.

You also should not place burning candles on window sills or on
the floor, and always extinguish them before going to bed."

Life opens out!

Yesterday, May 17th was a red letter day,
with indoor dining, drinking, socialising,
and activities opening up. We are all
delighted, but don’t let yourself get carried
away too much!! We learnt a lot of lessons
during the pandemic about what is
important, and it would be wise not to let
the lessons go in a flurry of enthusiasm
about being able to socialise, spend
money on meals out, and go on foreign
holidays to a few destinations. There was
a great fanfare about flying to the Algarve,
as though that was the only possible
holiday that was worthwhile.

Millions of us will have very happy and
relaxing holidays in the UK this year, as
many do every year! If Dymchurch beach,
or Sunny Sands at Folkestone with the
children or grandchildren is your happy
place, enjoy, and don’t be coerced into
feeling that you have to go to abroad or
your holiday isn’t valid! Maybe our weather
isn’t as predictable, but nearly all holiday
venues, have dozens of attractions
indoors. And don’t be frightened of playing
board games or enjoying simple pleasures
with your loved ones. You will be doing
your children a favour to teach them that

they don’t have to be racing around “doing
something” every minute of every day.

Residential adventure centres in the
country have opened up, and in a radio
interview, the organiser of one said the first
thing they did with the city children, is take
their mobile phones away! They are there
to get a glimpse of the countryside and
learn new skills and appreciation of the
rural world. They don’t need the distraction
of being slaves to their screens! It was in
the agreement all parents signed, so it
wasn’t a shock! Many city children are
remarkably ignorant of the origins of their
food. They never realise that meat comes
from killing animals, and have no idea of
the origins of fruit and vegetables. All their
food comes in plastic packs. They learn a
lot in a week on a farm.

Especially if money is short, tread carefully
with the new freedoms. None of us know
what is going to happen with the Indian
variant, so now is not the time to “go mad”
either with our behaviour or our spending!
In a survey, it was found that older people
are much less likely to suffer mental ill
health from the effects of lockdown. Many
are retired, so have become used to a
quieter pace of life, and can be content
without the constant stimulation of noise,
brightly coloured jazziness everywhere,
and OTT psychedelic adverts. According
to the adverts, you can’t appreciate a new

coffee table without a full dance routine! I
can remember saving up for our first fitted
carpet decades ago. We were so chuffed,
we spent months smelling it (it was wool)
and touching it. But we never felt the need
to do handstands on it!

Last time I mentioned keeping careful
track of your money. Someone mentioned
that wasn’t necessary because you can
download your balance at any time on
your smartphone. I would still suggest it is
a good idea to do some sums yourself and
know in your head, or in a notebook
“where you are at” Just downloading a
balance, which will probably be forgotten
in 5 seconds, will not change your
spending plans. You only remember 8% of
what you see or hear.

As a retired nurse, I spent a lifetime
studying. Good tutors and trainers, when
questioned, rarely gave you an answer
straight out. They counter question with
question, or send you away to “look it up
for yourself” When you have thought it
through, and have an answer ready, you
are far more likely to remember it. Same
with doing your own sums with your bank
account! Don’t forget to factor in credit
repayments, DDs and SOs, regular
commitments etc. Your balance may be a
poor guide to what money is freely
available!

Budgeting Tips
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• MonumentalMason

OwenHouse,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS
We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.

Plenty ofparkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

FOLKESTONE CHANNEL
ROTARY CLUB’S CHARITY
GOLF DAY RAISES OVER
£8,500 FOR LOCAL CHARITIES
Folkestone Channel Rotary Club’s annual Golf Day has raised a
magnificent £8,500 for deserving local charities and good
causes. Organiser Mike Simmonds thanked everyone most
sincerely for their incredible support which has broken all
records this year saying.
“I`m delighted to tell you that between our 200 golfers,
sponsors and donors over £8,500 has been raised all of which
will be distributed to small, less well known, local charities and
good causes whose fund-raising efforts have been very badly
affected by Covid-19. These are the unsung heroes and
support for them is priceless. My grateful thanks to all our
players, sponsors, donors, Sene Valley Golf Club and staff, and
Channel Rotary
members and partners.
Our players have had a
wonderful day but the
real winners are the
small, local charities and
good causes”

Channel Rotary
President Malcolm
Stewart said “This has
been a wonderful day
with all our players
enjoying their golf and
raising a record sum of
money to help our local
community.”

Golfers from all over the South East enjoyed their day despite
the showery rain and wind at Sene Valley Golf Club, Hythe with
its panoramic views over the Channel. The course was in good
condition and the greens ran true although slow after overnight
rain. During their rounds, the golfers had the pleasure of Covid
compliant food and drinks at the Half Way House and were
able to relax in comfort on the Club House patio after finishing
their round. As a permanent reminder of a great day, each
team of four had their photograph taken on the first tee both
with their face masks on and off before they teed off. This is a
friendly event and some golfers have played every year since it
started nearly 20 years ago.

Honours Board
Mens Team Winners Clark, Harris, Calver & Carling
Mixed Team Winners Brouwer, Potter, Hinds & Hinds
Ladies Team Winners Dicks, Lloyd, Ellis & Price
Individual Winner Men Ross Savage
Runner up Chris Clark
Individual Winner Ladies Lisa Brouwer
Runner up Linda Dicks

Golfers at the Half Way House

Making art to
sell - Part 1

By Paul Apps
So what exactly do I mean, surely we all,
‘Create art to sell’? Of course this is not the
case, many artists, who practise their art
as a hobby, creating art to enjoy the
process. They make it for themselves,
friends and family to enjoy. That alone is a
great reason to make art, the mental
processes needed to make art should be
an enjoyable experience and in most cases
that is what happens.

The other
extreme are
people like
myself who
have spent
most of their
lives making
art in one
form or
another.
Living
breathing creativity, where the end result is
to sell our works to collectors who really
enjoy owning our paintings, ceramics or
whatever we create.

It is a life that has issues for sure on almost
every street corner, yet for most brings with
it a life of freedom and choices. Like all
vocations in the creative arena it seldom
runs smoothly, even though most of us
would dearly like it so. That said I for one
would not want to change many aspects of
my last 35 years as a professional artist.

Yes of course it has not been all plain
sailing, whose life can honestly claim that?
For me though despite these peaks and
troughs, an unrelenting drive to create and
make art prevailed. I honestly think that it is
the one thing that kept me focused all
these years.

Here I would have to add my lovely wife
Catherine, also has a lot to do with keeping
me in a position to remain focused and
driven. Always there to gently nudge me
and offer sense and understanding when
needed. She is, it has to be said, my

harshest critic for
sure, I make a
piece of art that is
not up to the
grade, she will tell
me so, and why
she feels it is not
where it should
be.

As artists we all
need that
additional support
from a loved one
who is willing to
tell you the truth
about the work
you make. At this
point I would say that family and loved
ones can also be a false sounding board -
they will often as not praise your work
efforts, so as not to disappoint or upset
you. In my mind that is very counter
productive, and you will learn little from
such accolades. I would rather such
sources of comments be accurate and
honest in their appraisal of the picture you
present them. In this way you will learn to
trust such criticism and move forward with
renewed confidence.

So the title of this article is called making
art to sell, and for some it is the end goal
for sure. In todays modern age we are
blessed or cursed with the internet and all
that it has to offer us as individuals. We
embrace it or disregard it as we wish to,
that’s the great thing about choices.

In my next article I will look at some of the
new ways to sell your artwork, but for now
let us concentrate upon more traditional
ways to seek and create sales.

The first that comes to mind of course are
local galleries, they are the first call for
many painters wishing to sell art. That said,
galleries are, through no fault of their own,
one of the hardest ways to sell work
through. They are all on budgets and often
with limited wall space, they also have a
stable of established artists that they have
worked with and promoted over a long
time. So no matter how good you are or
feel you are, galleries would have to place
a large outlay upon a new artist, before
they ever see a return for such an
investment. So sadly in most cases getting

a start with a gallery is hard, especially in
the current economical climate.

So where else? Local art groups and
societies are a fantastic way of not only
mixing with like minded people, but also
having annual society shows to exhibit at

and hopefully sell through such events.
Additionally they often have sales tables
for smaller cards, originals and prints in
cellophane wrap. These are great ways to
expand your opportunities.

Other events such as getting two or three
similar minded people together and getting
involved in local ‘Open Studio ‘ events,
they can be very lucrative. Craft fairs and
alike small village hall fairs, are good ways
to have a small table of artistically created
items to offer.

You might also consider getting a small
group together and contacting the owners
of empty shops. Or do a little digging and
find empty council shops, then creating a
‘pop up’ exhibition in your area. Possibly
costing you little or nothing, but hopefully
generating a number of sales. As I said I
will chat about the internet and its potential
next time.

In conclusion selling art is and has never
been easy, yes of course having an image
that is desirable is important, but the
making of art is, but one half of the
equation. The next means a swapping of
hats and becoming a salesperson. Turning
over the stones of potential opportunity at
every chance we have. I have done this for
as long as I can remember.

So next time we shall continue this
discussion and see where the modern age
helps of hinders our creativity

Don’t forget you can see my YouTube
tutorial videos on www.youtube.com/
paulappsartist. Please subscribe to my
channel it helps me and cost you nothing
at all to do. There is also my patreon
channel at www.patreon.com/
paulappsartist so much to offer for such a
little monthly outlay.
Catch you all in the next issue.

Golfers about to tee-off
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Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer

David Wimble and Steve Ross getting ready for the sports show
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Top: The memorial to Pilot Officer Arthur Clarke who was shot down in a Hurricane in 1940.
This memorial, near Newchurch, was dedicated in September 1986.

Bottom: The old ‘Church of England’ School in Church Lane, New Romney,
now the headquarters of the Old School Trust.

The school closed in 1974 when it moved to Fairfield Road.

Bikers Pub Eyesore
Jan Holben

Described by local people as an ‘eyesore’ but marketed as
being “in a prominent position on the northern side of Cheriton
High Street… this substantial former public house known as
The White Lion” is up for sale again – but no one seems to
want to buy!
The White Lion was a popular and much loved local drinking
establishment frequented in more recent years by bikers from
near and far, who would come off the M20 and within minutes
could be parking their impressive bikes outside in the small
front courtyard.
Now, shuttered, fenced and graffiti daubed – this building has
been empty since 2006 following an incident when an 18 year
old man was shot in the leg, after which former owners
Shepherd Neame sold up.
The history of this pub goes back much further though with
records showing Benjamin Collins as Licensee in 1855 – and

sources suggesting that there was a licensed pub on this site,
known as the Red Lion, as far back as 1717. Not always called
the White Lion (or Red Lion) at one point the pub was renamed
Banjos (1988) – although not a success it reverted back to the
White Lion a few years later.
During the war years of WW1 & 2, troops from Shorncliffe
barracks would frequent this pub – as, at the time they were
not allowed to go any further into town. The army is said to
have commandeered a large back room and placed a gun in
the school playground next door.
Pictures of the White Lion Hotel taken 1904, show a handsome
three story building, with a horse drawn carriage standing
outside and another picture taken 1915, shows a walk-past of
King George V and Lord Kitchener. It certainly looked very
respectable - although some years later, in 1960’s, the White

Lion became a popular with the Irish labourers involved in the
construction of the Dungeness Nuclear Power Stations – and
after a few beers fights would often break out.
In 1899 the owners sought to rebuild the pub – and from plans
it was claimed as having one of the largest bar areas in the
country, as well as space for men and women only bars,
billiards and a clubroom. And more recently, after the pub was
closed following the shooting in 2006, planning applications
were submitted to the planning authority for development of
the White Lion which was to be used as accommodation for
students plus 4 terraced houses. This application was turned
down citing impact on local parking. Further plans were
submitted in 2017 – this time to redevelop the pub into
accommodation for ex-servicemen, but this application also
went nowhere.
Still boarded up and in a sorry looking condition – the White
Lion was put up for Clive Emson Online auction in March this
year – described as being “suitable for a wide variety of
commercial and/or residential uses with the land to rear
offering potential for redevelopment”. The property details
indicate that Planning Permission has been granted by F&HDC
(March 2020) for conversion of the pub to become 12 suites
supported living accommodation, a ground floor cafe and
training area plus supported living accommodation of 5 flats to
the rear.
Sadly there were no takers at the March online auction, and
the property was withdrawn. The White Lion will remain a High
Street eyesore until a potential buyer can be found who will
realise its potential and restore it to its former handsome state.
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Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly

Terlingham
Vineyard
As a joint birthday present my wife
booked us and her parents on a wine
tasting trip at the local vineyard in
Hawkinge. With myself and my Mother-
In-Law being, well let's call it wine
buddies, Terlingham Vineyard was a
much-anticipated excursion.

Having made the sensible decision to
walk from home to the vineyard in
Hawkinge, we planned lots of tasting
and therefore driving was out of the
question. We set off in blistering
sunshine and began the long slog up
Hawkinge Hill after a 50-minute walk we
were certainly in need of a drink, or two.
The vineyard itself is set in a picturesque
setting surrounded by rolling hills and
views to die for. After following the signs
and negotiating the uneven pathways
we were greeted
by our hosts.
Terlingham is a
real family
concern run by
three sisters and
their mother, all
of whom were
present at the
tour and who all
took time to
engage with their
guests. I was initially surprised by the
size of the vineyard, which was much
smaller than I had imagined, but this
adds to the vineyards appeal as it allows
them to produce their wine with a
personal touch and much TLC.

What really stood out for me was their
ethos and the ethics that they apply to
the whole process of producing wine.
This isn't about mass production this is

quality over quantity. They use organic
products to assist growth and then allow
nature to work its magic naturally and
unassisted by man-made products.
Such is their dedication to the
environment they even allow for the
badgers to feed off the bottom vines,
taking what they need (Yes, I did have
an image of drunk badgers partying the
night away) It is an almost holistic
approach to wine-making and it is
without doubt driven by a strong ethos
that has reaped its rewards as shown by
their award-winning wines in what is a
very competitive market.

While the talk was both informative and
very interesting, we were there for the
tasting and sat patiently awaiting the
wines. The temperature by now had
dropped slightly but our hosts were
prepared and handed out blankets to
ensure ultimate comfort. Now I don't
claim to be a wine connoisseur but I
know what I like and the wines we tasted
were superb. We started with a rose the
2019 Manor Rose, I don't usually like
rose wine but this was an extremely
tasty wine. The 2019 Bacchus was next
up and this really hit the spot it had a
really fresh taste and I couldn't help but
notice the clarity and purity of the wine.
To the uneducated, such as myself, this
was a real delight and I now know why
wine enthusiasts take their time to
examine, smell and taste a wine to get
the full experience. The final wine was
the 2015 Natural Sparkling White and
once again the fresh taste and wickedly
fruity smell won me over as I playfully

chewed on the bubbles. While our party
had become totally immersed in the
experience the inner heathen in me
stepped forward shattering any sense of
sophistication as I delivered the Lee
Mack classic line while closely
examining the wine and rolling the stem
between finger and thumb "I'm getting"
....... well, you know the rest. You can
take the boy out of South London but
he'll always be a heathen.

The tasting was followed by a delightful
cheeseboard sourced from local
companies and accompanied by a
scrumptious slice of Lemon drizzle cake
and all washed down by a large glass of
Bacchus which is sold on site. Our hosts
still took time out to chat to us and you
couldn't help but sense this wasn't just a
labour of love but a passion to the point
of corking and sticking their eco-friendly
paper labels and tags on the bottles. We
finished off our tour and bade our
farewells before purchasing a Rose and
Bacchus and making the long journey
home. The wines may appear to be
expensive but you will not be
disappointed and I felt a sense of pride
in supporting such a worthy local
company.

I fully recommend the vineyard tour and
tasting which, you can book via
www.terlinghamvineyard.co.uk. They
also offer mindfulness meditation and a
B&B service. It is certainly worthy of a
visit and I hope to go back when they
have a red to sample.

As you read this, we will have passed the 17th May
lockdown restrictions and the cinemas will have re-opened.

I have therefore decided to use this opportunity to write a
movie preview as opposed to the usual review. So,
cinemagoers what delights can we expect in the coming
months.

Spiral: From the book of Saw -
My first planned trip to the
cinema is the latest instalment
of The Saw franchise. With the
original Jigsaw (John Kramer) a
distant memory actor/comedian
Chris Rock has taken on the
franchise. No doubt we can still
expect another set of fiendishly
and intricate traps along with
buckets of blood but will Rock
be able to ignite the franchise.
The casting of Samuel L.
Jackson will no doubt assist
especially if he has brought a
few snakes with him or will it be
a case of "I don't want no more m*****f****** traps in this
film"

Cruella: The latest Disney live action movie takes us to 70's
London during the punk movement. Cruella stands as a
prequel to the 101 Dalmatians as we follow the
transformation of an aspiring fashion designer Estella de Vil
into the villainous criminal Cruella de Vil. Emma Stone takes
the title role ably supported by the evergreen Emma
Thompson. Early reviews suggest this could be a box-office
winner.

A Quiet Place 2: One guarantee is
that if a film is a success, then
there is sure to be a follow-up so
after A Quiet Place proved a big hit
the inevitable sequel follows. The
creatures with the highly sensitive
hearing still roam the Earth and
the remaining survivors, including
the Abbott family, have learnt to
live in silence but are there other
dangers awaiting them. Husband
and wife team John Krasinski and
Emily Blunt return with Peaky
Blinders star Cillian Murphy in
support. Some cinemas are
showing both films as a double bill
if you are in need of a refresher.

Peter Rabbit 2: Yes, even the James Corden voiced furry
tailed scoundrel from the books of Beatrix Potter is getting a
sequel, to prove my previous point. PR2 will provide good
entertain for kids with a few double-entendres thrown in for

the adults in the audience. Can we expect Peter Rabbit 3
The butcher strikes back?

In the Heights: Adapted from the stage play the hugely
successful In the Heights finds its way to the big screen.
Written by Hamilton writer Lin-Manuel Miranda it follows a
largely Dominican Republican neighbourhood living in
Washington Heights. Using the same hip-hop influences as
Hamilton this is sure to repeat its Broadway successes
where it won a Tony.

Black Widow: This prequel tells the story of Russian spy
Natasha Romanoff and her transformation into The Black
Widow. Scarlett Johansson reprises the role she held in the
Avengers films and is ably supported by British stalwart
Ray Winstone. This promises to deliver and you can be
guaranteed a worthy addition to the Marvel catalogue.

Tom and Jerry - The Movie: Everyone's favourite cat and
mouse duo finally take their antics to the big screen. Will
the rest of the gang join them? who knows but you can be
sure Tom will be on the end of Jerrys antics?

Hopefully this has wetted your appetite and like me you'll
be venturing to the cinema in the coming weeks. I should
have a review or two by the next edition so until then take
care and watch out for creepy characters on tricycles
"Wanna play a game"



Dear Editor.

I am William Warwick an-ex Royal
Observer Corps in the 1950s and
searching for the details of the event as
per attached, W.E. Cooper was a
member of The ROC and was on duty as
per detail. Are there any family members
with memories - photographs and other
historic items regarding the event. Was
he a local man - married - work etc, etc. I
have recently presented a new
replacement plaque to Romney District

Council to replace the old brass original
which had lost its' glory over the years.
Perhaps we can relive the event so to
speak.
Kind Regards.

William Warwick. BEM.

Dear Editor,
Firstly, I thank you for your recent
coverage of CARM ( Caring Altogether
on the Romney Marsh), it is most
appreciated.

I became involved with this organisation
when, as a new councillor several years
ago, CARM asked the council if we could
put someone forward to join the team
and I was nominated to take on the roll.
Having worked in a pharmacy and a
doctors surgery, I could appreciate for
need for organisations like this. Also, on
other side, I cared for my mother for
many years, so know the needs of
families coping with loved ones.

I am a trustee for CARM and cannot
praise the team highly enough. They
work relentlessly to provide a service
which is a lifeline for many people. There
are four main groups,

Meeting points: Day centre groups,
which provide "tea & a chat", plus
Visiting guest of various interest.

Befriending: Clients are carefully
matched to someone who will visit and
spend time with a person who is unable
to leave their home.

Reminiscence: Our amazing team visit
day centres & homes to bring a bit of
sunshine and a walk down memory lane,
to residents.

Telephone calls: Again, our team
skilfully match volunteers and clients to
make a telephone call which can mean
having someone to talk to when feeling
isolated or alone.

The biggest problem in todays society, is
the way families are living so far apart,
due to work or housing, leaving older
relatives without company and often
lonely when they reach a stage that they
are unable to drive or walk very far. That
is why we need organisations like CARM
to bridge that gap and to bring people
together for companionship.

BUT, these services cannot meet the
needs without volunteers....Therefore if
you feel you could spare some time, (
even if just one hour a week ! ), It would
mean so much to someone's life. Just
as a chain, we are only strong with many
links, so please consider offering some
time to help.Contact for further
information -

Telephone: 01233 758 122

Or check out our website :
carmromneymarsh.org.uk/con

Thank you,
Jean Jones (Trustee CARM).

Dear Looker,

I am pleased to announce that our scout
group is reopening following an easing of
Covid restrictions. Whilst our leaders
have been keeping in touch with our
young members using zoom and social
media over the last year, our leaders
organised and held a welcome back to
scouting day at our HQ in Chapel Road
Dymchurch on Saturday 24th April 2021.

Some 17 young members aged from 6 to
16 attended and joined in a range of
activities including a town hunt and a
scavenger hunt.

The sections will be reopening for face-
to-face scouting as follows;Scouts and
Explorers for young people, aged 10
and half to 18 years on Thursday 13th
May 2021 starting 6.15pm to 8.00pm
and Beavers for 6 to 8 years old 4.30pm
to 6pm on Monday 7th June and cubs for
ages 8 to 10 and half years, starting
6.15pm to 8pm on Monday 7th June
2021.

We have space for new members for all
age ranges and any adult help is
always very welcome, in helping us to
provide both fun and adventurous
activities.

For further information please email the
Group Scout Leader Maurice O'Connor
on mocwa@hotmail.com "

Dear Looker,
To all of our friends at The Folkestone
Jazz Club.

After much consideration and great
sadness, for numerous reasons the club
will not be re~opening.

This was a very difficult decision for both
of us to make. Derick and I would like to
thank you for your support over the 12
years that it grew to great success.

We made some very special friends and
it felt like a family that we have now lost.

We trust that you will keep well and
somehow are able to experience the
wonderful jazz of the bands you love .

Best Wishes
from The Folkestone Jazz Club.

Beryl Wood and Derick Woodland.
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By Vince Shelly
Looker Letters

Today's trip is much more than a gentle jog
down memory lane, today I'm on a
mission. Today I'm reclaiming a huge part
of my teenage, and adult life, that has
been tarnished by the actions of a few
odious characters that I refuse to mention
or give any time or space to. Today I'm
reclaiming a British Institution, today I'm
taking back Top of the Pops.

Top of the Pops first aired in 1964 with The
Rolling Stones belting out 'I Wanna be your
Man' The show was to become compulsive
viewing for the next 42 years and played
an integral part in deciding the fate of
many new and up and coming artists.
TOTP virtually decided who would make it
and we the viewers waited with baited
breath to be told what the next big thing
was.

Thursday evening at 7pm and most
households would be glued to the
television, this was a proper family event
as TOTP catered for everyone, directly or
indirectly. TOTP served up new and
exciting tunes to an expectant generation
of adolescent pop-pickers it also gave
mums everywhere the latest catchy
number from Cliff or a variety of crooners.
Then there were the dads who spent the
majority of the show moaning about the
noise, the state of the artists and the length
of their hair. That was until the appearance
of Pans People or Legs and Co who would
perform a highly watchable but usually
irrelevant dance routine. While the family
tried to solve the relevance of the routine
Dad transformed from critic to lech as he
finally fell silent, bar the occasional growl
at the telly, I understand, through
conversation, that this transformation
happened country wide and had any
foreign power chosen to invade us that
they would have had a 5-minute window of
opportunity. Although an army of lecherous
Dads dribbling and growling while under
the influence of 5 leggy, scantily clad
young ladies may have provided a
formidable opponent. However, post
routine and Dad returned to his critique
state bemoaning all and sundry.

Not only did TOTP provide us with good,
bad or indifferent music it generated
discussions and reinforced stereotypes
within the family framework. Dad had no
musical interest or taste. Mum loved MOR

rubbish. Sisters went for looks over tunes
and I was desperate to find the next big
thing.

Despite TOTP often being criticised as
uncool it always managed to cater for my
musical tastes albeit amongst the
occasional 'dog of a tune' The melodic
dance tunes of Motown. The foot stomping
glam rock of Sweet, Slade, T-Rex. The
pogoing thrash of Punk. TOTP always
managed to capture the changing face of
music and each genre was always fairly
represented.

In 1977 Punk came along and despite
most of the nation rejecting this new genre
and its bands TOTP gave many Punk
bands a platform. It also produced some of
my most iconic moments such as a sweat
drenched Paul Weller fronting The Jam
and belting out their debut single 'In the
City' What about Jimmy Pursey from Sham
69 bent over double, clinging onto the
microphone and staring menacingly into

the camera "Whose got a dirty face then?"
before launching into 'Angels with Dirty
Faces' Then who will ever forget Steve
Jones playing the opening bars of Pretty
Vacant before Johnny Rotten spits out that
opening line "There's no point into asking,
you'll get no reply" For a programme that
was uncool it always had its finger on the
button.

The artists themselves held differing views
of TOTP, most saw it as a means of
widening their audience in a cut-throat
industry. Some saw it as the enemy and
the establishment, The Clash always
refused to play live but still allowed their
videos to be shown. Others rebelled
against the policy of miming such as
Nirvana, Kurt sang 'Smells Like Teen Spirit'
in a deep Jim Morrison style baritone. Krist
simply swung his bass round his head and
the legend that is Dave Grohl played a
random beat on his drum kit. Oasis
brothers Liam and Noel swopped roles for
their TOTP appearance for 'Roll with it' with
Noel singing and Liam on guitar. But most
bands were still desperate to appear on
TOTP. Scottish punksters The Rezillos
even wrote a tongue-in-cheek tribute to the
show and it worked "Everybody's on Top of
the Pops"

Sadly, all we have today are frequent
repeats and the Christmas Day special, a
show I might hasten to add that was just as
important to Christmas Day viewing as The
Queens speech or The Bond film. After all
who hasn't fallen asleep slightly sozzled
and stuffed full of turkey and Christmas
pudding after watching the TOTP
Christmas special? How many households
in the Country have followed this obligatory
Christmas routine?

TOTP will hold different memories for
everyone but it played a major part in
defining our music tastes and likes. I
refuse to let it be banished from our
memories and I would prefer to remember
it for the legendary John Peel than other
presenters. The irony now is little did we
know that while The Sex Pistols were
presented as corrupters of youth the truth
was closer than we knew.



Planting Annuals
In a previous column, I mentioned the difference between
flowering annuals, bi annuals, and perennials. Annuals are
sown, grow, flower and die, all in the same year. Bi annual
are sewn one summer and reach full maturity and flower the
following summer. Perennials keep coming every year.

Annuals are sometimes divided into half- hardy and ordinary
annuals. Half- hardy simply means that they have to be
stared off in a warm place, like a windowsill or greenhouse,
you can’t just put them in the ground.

Now is the great planting time for annuals. There are a
multitude, and whether they are bought, or raised yourself,
they can be planted now. You may have a separate bed for
them, or they are very happy in a “mixed” border, which
means a border than is a combination of all types of plants.
You may often hear the famous words “herbaceous border”
that I just a border than it is full of mostly perennials, all
arranged so they can all be seen at the right height and time
of year.

Most of us haven’t the space for magnificent herbaceous
border, but have mixed borders, with a bit of everything,
roses, shrubs, and perennials, so you can plant out your
annuals now in space available. Weed the area first, it has
been raining cats and dogs recently, but always useful to
water them in when you first plant them. If the weather turns
drier they always benefit from watering. Make sure you put
smaller plants at the front and taller ones further back. They
can also be planted in tubs and pots and hanging baskets.
But these will need much more watering.

If you live
near fields,
you may have
terrible
trouble with
our 4 legged
friends,
rabbit, foxes
and badgers.
We have had
to put wire
fences
around our
vegetables
and young
flowers. So if your garden is open, you may just need to
cover young plants with a piece of chicken wire, or open
cloche, until they get going and are mature enough not to
tempt the animals! One of the benefit of living on an estate,
or surrounded by fences and other houses, if that you aren’t
so likely to have these problems!

Weeding in a non- stop chore at the moment. All the
undesirables are growing like they are on steroids! Just keep
up as best you can. Reassure yourself that you are doing
your bit for the environment, specialists tell us that ultra- neat
gardens are no good for wildlife. So don’t worry is your grass
is growing an inch a day, and you can’t keep up with it. Your
daisies and dandelions can be the envy of the
neighbourhood.

We once had foreign visitors at this time of year, getting
excited about the beautiful yellow flowers in our garden. I
was puzzled at first, knowing all the daffs had gone over.
Then they pointed to dandelions. Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder! Foraging books tell us, that you can eat young
dandelion leaves, and chickweed leaves with our green
salads. We have tried it, and haven’t come to any harm!

AND NOW FOR THE VEGETABLES
FRENCH BEANS: These are a lovely tender vegetable
which will go well with your other freshly harvested
vegetables.

There are two main varieties, climbing and dwarf. The dwarf
type would suit a plot with limited space as they don’t need
support. Both varieties need a warm, sunny position. Sow
seeds about two inches deep and six inches apart and keep
well -watered. Pick regularly to encourage growth, and fresh
seed can be sown up to mid-June to keep up a supply into
late summer. Do protect from pigeons as, with peas, the
tender shoots provide a five star banquet!

RADISHES AND SPRING ONIONS: Now that
the soil should be warming up, these are two salad crops
which grow quickly and can also be sown in between rows of
longer maturing vegetables. For radishes to bulb-out to a
reasonable size, do thin out once seedlings are about two
inches high.

With all the recent rain, weeds will begin to take over so
keep the hoe handy or weed by hand as your young crops
will soon be smothered.

If you have climbing veg
such as runner beans,
start tying them up to
the poles once the
stems start to twine
around them. Broad
beans need support,
otherwise the weight of
pods will bend them
over. As tomatoes begin
to gain height, support
these with canes or
strings, and don’t forget
to pinch out the side
shoots to ensure that
the plant’s energy goes
into making fruit and not
unnecessary foliage.
You can tell the side
shoots as they are
growths which come
between the stem and the leaf nodules.

If you are growing cucumbers, unless they are an F1 variety,
you will need to remove any male flowers, otherwise the
cucumbers will have a bitter taste. It is the female blossom
which produces the fruit, and these can be recognised
because they have a tiny cucumber underneath the flower.
F1 varieties don’t normally have this problem, but it’s as well
to check.

As potatoes start to sprout, earth up the rows by covering the
tops with soil, using soil in between the rows.

Enjoy the fruits of your labours!

Basic GardeningTips
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By Michael Gooch

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470675Dave: 07970804060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Hythe Residents
Set To Scare Us
Jan Holben

I have always loved local traditions and
rituals – the weirder and stranger the
better – so was delighted to discover a
new local tradition that Hythe residents

have recently become involved in – the
Hythe Scarecrow!
You may be saying, well it is hardly a
tradition if it only started two years ago –
and I would point out that all traditions
have to start at some point in time, and
when they started they were perhaps just
a strange obsession of a few people – but
they go on year after year and become
much loved and very quirky and
entertaining traditions.
Local person Phil Medgett recorded this
years Hythe Scarecrow event in a series
of wonderful pictures (some shown here),
and said; “For the second year running
the residents of West Hythe have made
and displayed some interesting
Scarecrows to the front of each property.

The idea was born during last years lock-
down to give them something to do and
just to brighten things up”.
Local people on social media
wholeheartedly sounded their appreciation
of the new custom – with some pointing
out similar customs that take place in
other parts of the UK – Bristol, Kettlewell
to name just a few – with these
entertaining and scary events often used
as fundraising opportunities when lots of
money is raised for local charities.
As lock-down eases off – although we are
not entirely in the clear yet and may yet
face a tricky winter – I hope the resilient
and creative spirit of Hythe residents
continues to shine through to make us
smile.



LISTEN TO
SHORELINE FM

broadcasting across the district
on 100.2 FM - 24 hours a day.

It's easy listening all the way and includes great
specialist music like

9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop Morning
12 noon - Sweet Delights

2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy Listening
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic Country

4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll
5 p.m. - Drive-time

6 p.m. - Soul & Motown

7 p.m. - Country10 p.m. - Dreamland
COMING SOON THE LOOKER WEEKLY

NEWS ROUND UP

Virtual meeting to
address Napier
Barracks Questions
Another virtual community engagement meeting is being held
to answer residents’ questions regarding the Home Office’s
use of Napier Barracks to house temporarily those seeking
asylum in the UK.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council (F&HDC) is organising
the online event, which will be streamed live on YouTube on
Thursday 27 May at 3.30pm.

The meeting will be chaired by F&HDC Leader, Cllr David
Monk. Folkestone & Hythe MP Damian Collins will be on the
panel for the meeting and the leader of Kent County Council,
Cllr Roger Gough. Representatives from the Home Office,
Kent Police, Migrant Help and KCC Public Health have also
been invited to attend.

Questions are requested ahead of the meeting and should be
submitted by 5pm on Thursday 20 May via the council website
folkestonehythe.gov.uk/napierbarracks/home-office or can be
sent in writing to Committee Services, Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone,
CT20 2QY.

A council spokesperson said: “We understand that our
residents may still have questions about the continued use of
the barracks in Folkestone and we want to bring together the
Home Office and those involved in providing support services
to provide the answers to those questions.

“It may not be possible to answer every question individually
so our intention is that themes raised by residents will be
discussed by the panel. We hope that the event will reassure
our residents that despite not being involved in the decision to
use Napier Barracks we are prepared to organise and lead
this virtual meeting to ensure that our communities are
provided with the answers they are seeking.”

Enquiries may be rejected – as is standard council practice –
if they are considered to be defamatory, frivolous or offensive.

Members of the public will be able to watch the meeting by
visiting bit.ly/YouTubeMeetings

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly.Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• GardenMake Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Commanding Officer of
the 1st Battalion The Royal
Gurkha Rifles joins
Channel Rotary
Channel Rotary is proud to announce that Lieutenant Colonel
Edd Oldfield QCVS, Commanding Officer of the Ist Battalion of
the Royal Gurkha Rifles, has joined Channel Rotary as an
Honorary Member. The induction took place at Sir John Moore
Barracks, Folkestone on 28th April. Lt Colonel Oldfield was
appointed CO of 1RGR in August 2020 and has wide experience
in various operational theatres including Afghanistan, Bosnia,
Sierra Leonne and Northern Ireland.

Inducting Lieutenant Colonel Oldfield, Malcolm Stewart President
of Channel Rotary said: “We’re delighted that Lieutenant Colonel
Oldfield is joining Channel Rotary. He continues a tradition
dating back to the early 2000’s that the resident Commanding
Officer of ‘the Gurkhas’ has joined our Club and we have enjoyed
a close and mutually supportive relationship which has benefitted
the Shepway community and various community projects in
Nepal. Many local residents will remember seeing Gurkha
soldiers taking part in our annual charity fund raising events. In
recent years, Channel Rotary has supported the Nepal
earthquake appeal, the Gurkha Welfare Trust and the Gurkha
Memorial Fund’s work in Folkestone and in Nepal alongside its
support for local charities including, in the past year, over
£25,000 for good causes such as Age UK (Folkestone),
Folkestone MIND, Shepway Sports Trust, local schools and
many other smaller good causes.

Responding, Lt Colonel Oldfield said:

I am very pleased to join Channel Rotary Club and to be
associated with its work in the community and look forward to
building on the strong and lasting friendship between 1RGR and
the Club.”

Induction of Lt Col Edd Oldfield (left) by Channel Rotary
President Malcolm Stewart at Sir John Moore Barracks,
Folkestone.

Mrs P
Catch up
and extract
from her Diary
So, we are about to be let loose!

But for how long I wonder?

Book a hairdresser now is my
advice!

The rain has brought the
vegetation on.

My garden is very green, very wet and extremely weedy.
Still, mustn’t grumble. At least the hose pipe can have a
rest and the new water butt is finally full.

The High Street is getting busier.

I hear that their are to be several changes shop-wise. Two
are going to amalgamate which makes perfect sense in
these strange times. And saves on labour costs.

The pop up junky shop is to become a pet store, there is
also one in the old carpet shop near Douglas Avenue. So
our furry friends will be well catered for.

I would love to see a greengrocer. The old pet shop is to
become a Methodist Church emporium. This could mean
charity shop. It is also to provide information, on what I’m
not sure. Probably advice about pet food.

But I’m just happy to see premises occupied. So much
better than empty shops, looking like missing teeth .

I did venture to my dentist the other day and was
impressed with the stringent hygiene precautions.
However I had to remove my mask whilst relaxing in the
chair. He refrained from asking about my holiday plans for
this year.

Meanwhile we have visitors on the Green.

No Covid restrictions there then. I suspect they have
arrived early to get a good pitch for the first Boot fair next
week. So stay safe and remember a mask is not just for a
year...
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Bookings is recommended when we re-open on the 17th of May
Above is an example of our Monday - Saturday menu.

Roasts available on a Sunday & the menu is slightly different. Try out our new ‘cocktail menu’.
To keep up to date with what we are doing follow us on Facebook

The ‘City of London’,
Dymchurch family run pub by the sea

68-70 High Street, Dymchurch, TN29 0NL
Telephone : 01303 873979

The world – and Hythe –
come together to
celebrate bees

By Andrew South
Regular readers of The Looker will not need reminding
about the importance of bees and other pollinators in our
daily lives – but this was the reason that Hythe Town
Council joined with countries around the world to mark the
United Nations World Bee Day last week (May 20th).

The event held at the Undercroft at the Hythe Town Hall
provided an opportunity for the public to learn more about these
vital creatures from one of the world’s leading authorities on
bees, Dr Nikki Gammans of the Bee Conservation Trust.
“We all have a role to play in securing a future for our pollinators
even if it is just with a window box or container plants on a
balcony,” said Nikki at the event. “In the wider countryside we
are working hard to improve the ditches on the Marsh and
hedgerows which provide crucial wildlife corridors for wildlife.”
Nikki has been involved in bee conservation for more than ten
years now and has been the main driver of a huge increase in
suitable pollinator habitat across Romney Marsh.
“We are now working with around 100 landowners, including 50
farmers, to help them manage 2,360ha (5,830 acres) across the
district for the benefit of bees and other important insects.”
On its fourth World Bee Day, the United Nations re-iterated the
global significance of bees for the work they do across the
world.
Pollination is a fundamental process for the survival of our
ecosystems,” the UN statement said. “Nearly 90 per cent of the
world’s wild flowering plant species depend, entirely, or at least in
part, on animal pollination, along with more than 75 per cent of the
world’s food crops and 35 per cent of global agricultural land. Not
only do pollinators contribute directly to food security, but they are
key to conserving biodiversity.”

The UN said that present pollinator
species extinction rates are up
to one thousand times
higher than normal due
to human impacts.
Close to 35 per cent
of invertebrate
pollinators,
particularly bees
and butterflies,
and about 17
percent of
vertebrate
pollinators, such
as bats, face
extinction globally.
But their
conservation can very
simply begin at home.
“The Bee Conservation
Trust is working hard to create
wildflower-rich habitats, but it is something we can all do in
whatever space we have,” says Nikki. “Plants such as red and
white clovers, viper’s bugloss, bramble, foxgloves, comfrey,
knapweed and black horehound are all excellent food-rich sources
– and even dandelions are exceptionally valuable as they tend to
be in flower before and after many other plants.”
Nikki’s mission for the
BCT will this year be
assisted by Clare Alley
who will help with
monitoring, habitat
managemtn and
landowner liaison until
the end of the year.
She follows in the
footsteps of several
dedicated and
exceptionally talented
conservationists
contracted by the Trust
to complement its work
in the area. The Trust’s
efforts have also been
enhanced by
volunteers from the
Hythe Environmental
Community Group
who have been
helping to identify and
monitor bee hotspots.
“Nikki has a strong
connection with Hythe by advising us on how best to manage sites
such as Eaton Lands and Hythe Green for pollinators,” said Cllr.
Doug Wade. “So she seemed to be the ideal person to invite along
to help the Town Council mark this globally significant day.”
Worth noting that every third mouthful of your daily food intake is
only possible because of the commitment of our furry airborne
friends – so bee healthy and bee safe to paraphrase current
government health advice. For further information about what you
can do for bees, have a look at www.bumbleconservation.org.

Dr Nikki Gammans discusses bees

Dr Nikki Gammans of the Bee
Conservation Trust
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Marsh Memories
Jesson
Aerodrome
By ‘Marshman’
Around 100 years ago, most aircraft
locally had to land at Lympne but it was a
dangerous place to land when it was
foggy as it was on a hill surrounded by tall
trees. So when the weather was bad,
they would have to land at Jesson (St.
Mary’s Bay) but this was not a much
easier task for the pilot. They would fly
around, quite low, trying to find out where
exactly they were! As I lived locally and
was only about eight years old, it gave me
time to grab my bike and cycle to the
airfield to watch the plane land. When a
plane did land, a farmer would come out
with a horse and cart and load up all the
luggage. Then the passengers would wait
for transport to take them to Lympne.
Jesson Aerodrome in Jefferstone Lane
covered some 75 acres and had been
used by the ‘Royal Flying Corps’ in the
First World War. At the edge of the airfield
there were some hangers and behind
were three long brick buildings. The one
nearest Dymchurch had been the

photographic shed with darkrooms etc.
and the other two had been used for the
storage and maintenance and the
farmhouse had been used as offices.
There was also a large tower with a
weather vane on the top and this was lit
up at night to show the pilots which way to
land. In the south corner was a small
power station used by the ‘RFC’ and this
station continued to supply the village with
lighting until the early 1930s.
Soon after the War Department gave up
possession of Jesson Farm, as it was
known in the First World War, a large
circle with the letters ‘Littlestone’ across
the middle was made in chalk some two
inches wide. Also the landing area was
surrounded by a number of flashing red
light beacons and in the corner nearest
Dymchurch, there was a large revolving
beam light. The beacons were gas
operated with their cylinders being
serviced from Lympne. Harold Whitehead
who lived at Jesson Farmhouse for
several years had the responsibility of
driving the livestock out of the way of the
landing aircraft and he also kept the chalk
weed free in his spare time.
Sometimes in bad weather, the airfield
would be packed with planes with the
smell of Castor Oil quite strong in the air. I

can remember listening on my ‘Cat’s
Whisker’ wireless to the airliners and on
one occasion one nearly flew into the cliffs
at Dover, but eventually managed to find
Jesson and narrowly missed the nearby
Piper’s pea field when he landed. Once I
saw a huge plane coming towards me
quite low and it was a Handley Page
named ‘Hadrian’ and it was one of the
largest aircraft to land at Jesson. One
foggy day in the early 1930s, a couple of
planes tried to land but had missed and
landed in a field nearby. They had
ploughed right through the adjacent
R.H.&D.R. line and made quite a mess.
There were numerous plane crashes in
those days and I remember a plane
coming down on Littlestone Golf Course.
It was made of canvas and plywood with
celluloid windows and I often wondered
how it managed to fly! A Handley Page
landed at St. Mary’s-in-the-Marsh close to
the church and another landed in the sea
just off Dungeness.
During the summer months, an old Avro
504 would give pleasure trips from the
airfield at a cost of 5/- (25p). It had a very
noisy rotary engine which sent castor oil
all over the place. The aerodrome closed
in the late 1930s and was never used
during the last war.

Acts of worship in the churches are gradually opening up more,
although they are still bound by all the rules and restrictions
about indoor gatherings, masks, social distancing, and hand
hygiene, and limited movement. This only applies to acts of
worship, wedding and funerals, we will have to wait for news of
all the other activities that take place in churches. There are
worries about the Indian variant, and the possibility that the
promised total relaxation in June may take a bit longer.
Individual churches, will differ in what they can offer, so do keep
an eye on your own church’s notices and announcements.
Nearly all the local churches are in financial difficulties. If you
normally give to a church, they would be grateful if you
continued with your contribution regularly.
Brookland. St Augustine.
The next service will be an evensong on Sunday June 13th at
6.30pm.
Fairfield, St Thomas.
Communion service will take place at 10am on Sunday, June 6th.
Greatstone, St Peter.
Weekly services have recommenced at 10.30am each Sunday.
Plant sale, on Saturday, May 29th, at 10am. This will take place
outside the church, in the open air, so they are praying for a nice
morning! Come along and stock up, this has been a treasure
trove of good plants in recent years. It will not be too late to plant
annuals, with the cold April plants are behind anyway!
Lydd, All Saints.
Weekly services have recommenced, at 10.30am each Sunday.
Stepping out in faith, the church has organised a Summer Fete
and Teddy Bear parachute jump on Saturday, August 7th. This of
course will be subject to the regulations in operation at the time,
but everyone is looking forward to some normality and the
chance to socialise and raise money for the church!
New Romney, St Nicholas.
Services each week at 10.30am.

Romney Marsh Community Church. North
Street, NR.
Services continue on Sundays at 10.30am. Because of limited
numbers, booking is essential. Ring church office on 01797

366855 to secure a place. The recorded YouTube service is still
going ahead, for those who cannot attend the church building.
The service in the building is part recorded service, with some
live prayers and the pastor has just started preaching a sermon
in person, but the same one that is on the recorded service.
If you need any help or support, or just someone to talk to,
please ring the church number, and the church will endeavour to
help you, being in touch with many agencies.
Food bank- see below for details.
Snargate, St Dunstans
The next service will be on June 13th at 9am, and will be the
usual communion service. All are welcome.
Food Banks.
These are continuing as before, but with a delivery only service.
If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it
applies to single people and couples, not just people with
children) RING DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager, on 07913
573403, to explain your problem. The food will be delivered to
your home. You can have 3 days supply of dried and tinned
food, and help in other ways, if your problems need to be
referred to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris
in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the
food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney, and Fridays in
Lydd.
Demand is high at present, and although all dried and tinned
food is welcome, they are short of Long life milk and fruit juice,
jams and spreads, tinned ham and instant mash, or tinned
potatoes. They do not need tinned soup, pasta or baked beans.
There is plenty of stock of these items. There is also a scheme
for donations to cover needed food items. Go to the website
www.shepway.foodbank.org.uk to donate.
Church Chuckle
From a parish magazine. “The ladies fellowship much enjoyed
the Swap Social, where they brought along items they no longer
wanted, to swap for other items. Several ladies brought their
husbands”
Wit and Wisdom.
You do not find the happy life. You make it. Camilla Eyring
Kimball.

THE GREAT BRITISH
BRITISH
SPRING
CLEAN.
In Association with “Keep Britain
Tidy”
Would you like to be part of keeping our
glorious Romney Marsh clean, tidy and
attractive?

Now we have more freedom to get out
and about, all are welcome to join in the
following Litter Picks, over the Bank
Holiday Weekend. All equipment and
refreshments will be provided.

1) Saturday, May 29th at St Mary’s Bay.
Meet at Village Hall Car Park, to start at
9.30am.

2) Sunday, May 30th. MOD beach clean
in Lydd. Meet in Park Street, behind the
George pub, by the toilets, to start at
9am.

3) Monday, May 31st. Meet at
Dymchurch Village Hall, to start at

9.30am.

Further litter picks will take place in June
and the dates of these are:

Saturday, June 5th.West Parade Hythe,
beach clean. Start at 9.30am. Children
welcome to join in.

Sunday, June 6th. Ivychurch community
clean, meet at Ivychurch Village Hall for
9.30am start.

Again children welcome to join.

Further litter picks have been organised,
see details in future editions of The
Looker.




