
With our district already attracting
thousands of holiday makers, to
enjoy the time at the seaside, a
reminder that a pleasant trip to
the beach can be hidden with
dangers.
Every year about this time, The
Looker always features an article
about what to do at the beach to
ensure beach safety.
Already this year we have
highlighted the dangers of
walking in some parts of the
beach, which can prove
hazardous.
Last Bank Holiday weekend,
another danger was highlighted
when someone used the slipway
at Dymchurch, to launch their jet

ski. And then became stranded at
the bottom of the ramp.
Despite attempts to try and pull
the car and trailer to safety, the
sea proved that it will wait for no
one and soon the only part of the
car visible was the roof as the
tide swamped the car.
Over the past 12 months this is
the 6th car that has got stuck on
the slipway, with locals preferring
to use the facilities of the Varne
Boat Club at Littlestone, where
tractors launch watercraft.
For many years local councillors
had asked for there to be a full
time lifeguard presence at
Dymchurch. This was first
brought to the Parish Council 3
years ago after the tragedy at

Camber Sands, in 2016 when 5
people drowned.
At the time, the then Parish
Chairman Roger Wilkens told The
Looker: “People flock to
Dymchurch because we have
one of the best beaches in the
country and on a hot day, the
beach attracts thousands of
people. The local traders do very
well out of the tourists. But
following on from what happened
at Camber, I think as a council,
we should do something to help
protect the people whilst on
holiday and also for locals who
use the beach.
We had a person from the RNLI
to look at manning the beach. We
set up a beach advisory board,
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Final Phase
of Quarry
development
to provide
another 650
homes
Planning permission has been
granted for a further 650 homes
at the former Nickolls Quarry
in Hythe, now the Martello
Lakes development, which
started its first phase nearly
11 years ago.

The latest application finishes of
the development and will feature
some changes to the original
plans, but were agreed to be
more relevant, for the current
demand and will feature both
commercial units and shops as
well as housing.

Be safe at the beach
this summer
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Planning permission for the latest addition was unanimously
granted at the Folkestone and Hythe District Council (FHDC)
Planning and Licensing committee last week.

Outline planning permission had already been granted as part
of a wider original planning permission for 1,050 dwellings in
2010.

Four hundred of those houses already have detailed planning
permission, 200 of which have already been built by
housebuilder Barratt Homes.

But due to an expired time condition, a new outline application
for the remainder of the land was submitted.

As well as the 650 new homes, the application included plans
for up to 15,000sqm of office space or care uses, 1,150sqm of
shops and restaurants, and 14.02 hectares of open space.

Some aspects of the original application have been changed to
take into account updated planning policy.

Cllr David Wimble (Ind) called the updated plans "actually an
improvement" on the previous scheme. He went on to say, "I
was part of the council when this was first brought in and we
were all very excited at that time, From what I can see this is
actually an improvement on the original one as well. It's more
green space and a better use of space overall."

Cllr Nicola Keen (Lab) said she hoped a bus stop would be
added to the area very soon."There will be kids run over right,
left and centre. I'm rather concerned that there isn't a stop on
that site, as I'd imagine there will be lots of children of all ages
living there," she said. “I would like to think there would be a
bus stop there so they're not running across a dangerous main
road.”

Hythe Councillor Georgina Trelore, stated that, ‘she really did
not want the houses being built there as they were ‘within view
of the designated area of outstanding natural beauty’ (AONB) .
This was refuted by Cllr Wimble, who pointed out that the
council had to build over 700 new homes a year, just to be able
to control the districts own planning authority and that Ms
Trelore should have known that the AONB stopped at the top of
Lympne Hill and if her logic was sound, then there could be no
building anywhere on Romney Marsh as it was all within sight
of the top of the hill.

Kate Holland, who was speaking on behalf of the applicants,
said buses would start to run "when a certain mass of people
are living there, and when it becomes profitable for the bus
company to run from there".
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which worked alongside the Emergency services and worked
with the RNLI with the view to having full time beach wardens.
But this council have done nothing for the people who use the
beach.”

After the last incident with the stranded car, one beach goer
contacted a Looker correspondent and asked where the
lifeguards were to get assistance. When they were told that
there were none, she explained, that it was disgusting, that a
place that promotes its beaches, did not have any emergency
cover, and warned that the parish councillors were burying
their heads in the sand!

Steve Templeman from Catford told The Looker: “I have been
coming down to Dymchurch since I was a kid, our family own a
caravan at New Beach Holiday Park. At the holiday park they
have a lifeguard at the swimming pool, so why wouldn’t you
have one at the beach? Like most things it takes one accident
to really hit home. But we should not have to have local
officials with blood on their hands before something is done.”

The parish council changed its make up at the in 2019 election
and it is believed that the previous councils plans to work
alongside the RNLI with beach lifeguards, was dropped by the
current administration.

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) and Her
Majesty’s (HM) Coastguard launched a joint beach safety
campaign last week, to coincide with the expected 30 million

people who plan to visit the UK coast this summer.

The campaign suggests that visitors choose a lifeguarded
beach. If you get in trouble in the water, 999 or 112 in an
emergency and ask for the Coastguard or RNLI.

In a survey commissioned by the RNLI, 75% of those
questioned - aged 16-64 - expect to visit a UK beach or the
coast between April and September, with around half of that
number likely to do so three or more times. A significantly
higher proportion of the public (36%) also said they plan to visit
the coast more than usual this year, compared to 2020 (24%).

Last summer, RNLI lifeguards recorded more than 15 million
visitors on the beaches the lifesaving charity was patrolling on.

But with continued uncertainty over foreign holidays and
international travel, the RNLI is predicting this summer will be
the busiest ever as Covid restrictions are eased and people
choose to ‘staycation’.

‘We are expecting this summer to be the busiest ever for our
lifeguards and volunteer lifeboat crews,’ said the RNLI’s Head
of Water Safety Gareth Morrison. ‘These new figures back that
up.

‘We want people to enjoy the coast but urge everyone to
respect the water, think about their own safety and know what
to do in an emergency.

‘Our main advice is to visit a lifeguarded beach and swim
between the red and yellow flags. RNLI lifeguards will be
patrolling around 245 beaches this summer to offer advice on
how to stay safe and they are also there to help anyone who
gets into trouble.

‘Coastal areas provide a great opportunity to enjoy fresh air
and open space but they can be an unpredictable and
dangerous environment, particularly during early summer when
air temperatures start warming up but water temperatures
remain dangerously cold, increasing the risk of cold water
shock.’ Cllr Trelore: Against all new houses

Martello Lakes unanimous vote



Parents and pupils
fuming at early closure
of College
Parents and pupils where said to be fuming after a decision to
close the Brockhill Park College two weeks before the planned
end of the school term.

The school has sparked a furious response after surprising
leavers in two year groups by ending the term early.

Not just parents, but teachers showed their surprise and shock
when parents were left fuming and teachers were reportedly in
tears last week, after Brockhill Park Performing Arts College in
Hythe gave students "twenty minutes notice" that it would be the
last day of the school year.

Part of the issue one parent told The Looker, was not that the
term was ending sooner than expected, but the way we were
told! Parents of the two year groups were informed of the move
via a letter from head teacher Sonette Schwartz, and deputy
head Charles Joseph, which was sent out over email.

It means that all Year 13 students have now finished at the
school, as have any Year 11 students who are not returning for
Sixth Form.

The letters, which have both been seen by The Looker, were
sent to some parents as late as 2.58 pm, less than 20 minutes
before the end of the school day.

At the same time, Senior Leaders were reportedly walking
around the school handing out the same letter to pupils, telling
them that their term – and for some, their time at the school –
was over.

The letter reads: "Dear parents and students, thank you for your
support during this school year.
We are writing to inform you that from today Wednesday, May
26th students may remain at home to complete any outstanding
tasks for submission to their teachers this week.

"Subject teachers may need to call individual students in this
week and if they do you will be contacted by the school office."

The letter to Year 11s also says that anyone returning to the
school for Sixth Form will undergo an induction on Monday, June
21, before starting their A-level subjects until the end of term.

Many parents have hit out at the timing and nature of the
decision, with many saying that it was preventing the pupils from
having a proper send-off and that because of the last minute
nature of the decision, it would be very hard to make
arrangements at home due to work commitments.

Pupils had reportedly been expecting Friday to be the last day,
with many planning on spending it saying goodbye and
memorising their time at the school with photos.

'It's just sad that those last celebrations were taken away from
them...'
One parent, who wished to remain nameless, said: "My daughter
was actually told by a friend from another class that they were
finishing school that day.

"One of the Senior Leaders of the school then came to her class
to hand out their letters.

"My daughter and her friend ran over to see a favourite teacher
to say goodbye - the teacher cried so they hugged her, and the
she told them she had planned a party for them the next day.

"It's just sad that those last celebrations were taken away from
them, it's like being sacked at work and having 20 minutes to
clear your desk before you are marched off the premises!"

Following the announcement, a fire alarm was reportedly
triggered at the school, and several windows were allegedly
found to have been broken.

Head Teacher Sonnette Schwartz

01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW
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Coxswain Stuart Adams

Litter PickingWatch
RomneyMarsh .

All warmly invited to these events including children,
refreshments and all equipment will be provided. Do
you fancy a day helping your local community, getting
some fresh air, keeping the area clean and tidy, a

locality to be proud of? Then come along.
Saturday, June 12th. Lydd Community Clean up. Lydd
town. Meet on Park Street, behind the George Inn.
Sunday, June 13th. Littlestone Beach, 9.30am. Meet

at the RNLI lifeboat station.

The Rotary Club of
RomneyMarsh Laptop
Appeal

By Gill Singfield – Appeal Coordinator

When it became apparent that Covid 19 was going to change
our lives in so many ways everyone had to adapt to keep
safe. Restrictions made it impossible to do things in a normal
way. It affected everyone including our children. School life
ceased and home schooling became the norm. Parents were
having to educate their children with the assistance of our
wonderful teaching staff in our local schools. In the modern
world technology plays a vital role in our children’s education
and it soon became clear that resources were lacking. Not all
homes are fortunate enough to own the necessary devices.

A national appeal was launched to collect unwanted devices
so that they could be adapted for school use and given to
children who did not have access in their homes. As
Rotarians we wanted to help with this collection. At first we
decided to focus on Secondary pupils who needed to
complete necessary tasks as part of their examination
assessments. Advertisements were placed in local
magazines and soon my telephone was ringing and my email
box was full of offers of unwanted devices. My sat-nav
enabled me to locate areas of the Marsh that I didn’t realise
existed as we began collecting in earnest. Due to the
generosity of so many people we were inundated with devices
and it was obvious that we needed a more professional
company to deal with updating the devices for use in schools.

Some of the devices were given to a local school that was
able to refurbish them and the remainder, 53 laptops and
tablets in total (together with numerous laptop cases also
donated), were taken to a Company in Sandwich, Highway
Business Services, that was already involved in a Rotary
Laptop Campaign; the Company was refurbishing the devices
free of charge and programming them ready for donation to
schools because, they said, ‘… it’s a great cause …’ and they
wanted to help to support as many schools as possible. In
addition, because we received extremely generous financial
donations to our Appeal, we plan to purchase 3 laptops that
had already been refurbished for sale and they will be
delivered to local schools.

We have now ceased to collect any more devices and would
like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your
wonderful generosity. Yet again the people of the Marsh have
shown such a wonderful community spirit in this Appeal and
made a difference.



Rubbish Collection … is
Rubbish

Jan Holben
As the district refuse collection contract with waste contractors
Veolia came to its end, and was renegotiated by F&H district
council it was thought that changes made by Veolia to the
collection schedule should be made in order to make the
service more effective for householders. Letters were sent out
across the district with the new schedule explained and
advising patience whilst this settled in – but residents are
furious that the service appears to have become infinitely
worse.

Local people have been complaining to the district council
loudly by telephone, letter, email and to each other on social
media, that collections of household rubbish across the district
are being missed and that letters received about changes to
collection routes have been misleading or outright wrong.
Some residents have complained that they have not had
refuse collected in weeks – others that the letters give
incorrect information such that they have no idea when their
rubbish is being collected.

Residents are understandably wondering what is going on –
some residents have waited up to four weeks for their rubbish
to be collected and yet others have two collections in two
days. This was the case with one Sandgate resident who
received a letter to advise that her collection would change
from Wednesday to Thursday, then a second letter arrived to
say that the first letter was incorrect and should be ignored
and her collection would be Wednesday as it always has been
– but that wasn’t the end of it. A third letter was received a few
days latter to advise that the collection would be Thursday yet
again, and when the collection did actually happen – the big
refuse trucks visited Wednesday and Thursday.

To address concerns FHDC published an announcement on
social media to explain; ÒWe'd like to apologise to all
residents who are experiencing problems with our waste
collection service at the moment, as a result of route changes
put in place by our contractor. We expected some teething

problems just due to the sheer number of properties affected
by the route changes and had asked you to bear with us while
the changeover took place. However, the changes are taking
longer than expected to bed in which means that the normally
excellent levels of collection services aren't being met for a
large number of households. This just isn't good enough and
we apologise to all residents affected.
Please be assured that waste crews on the ground are
working extremely hard to collect missed bins and ensure the
service gets back to normal as soon as possible.
ÒIf your collection is delayed please leave your bins out and
we'll get to you as soon as we can. Where possible, please
secure your rubbish so that it doesn't get blown away. Thanks
once again for your patience and understandingÓ - but local
people are not impressed with some questioning the need for
changes in the first place or suggesting that Veolia revert to
the old route whilst they get their act sorted out.
Local councillors who often take the brunt of these service
failures have been contacted by Chief Executive Dr Susan
Priest to say: I can only apologise once again for the poor
level of service being experienced and can reassure you that
this is the top priority for me and the senior team as we press
Veolia to improve.
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Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.com

NEW ROMNEY TOWN COUNCIL

REQUIRES A
Part Time Planning Clerk

Initially 12 Months Fixed-Term
14 hours per week (plus occasional evenings)
Remuneration: National Joint Scale SP02-SP07
Main duties to include: Administration of and
preparation for Planning Committee meetings

and general clerical duties.
Min requirements: 5 good GCSEs or equivalent,

including English & Maths and ability to
demonstrate a high level of spoken and written

language;
Clerical experience / computer literacy essential

For an application pack please contact:
The Town Clerk, Town Hall, High Street,

New Romney, Kent TN28 8BT
Phone: 01797 362348

Email: town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk

Closing date for applications:
Friday 18th June 2021

New Romney In
Bloom Needs
Your Help

A Group that was put together to brighten
up the town of New Romney, is appealing
for more support from local residents. The
New Romney In Bloom, was formed in
February 2020 only to be suspended in
March 2020 due to Covid-19 without a
single trowel touching the earth.
The idea for the group was to make New
Romney look more floral when not only
tourists come to visit our unique corner of
the district, but also for the local population
too.

The idea was to brighten up the whole
town, starting with the High street and
make up flower beds and also planters
throughout the town.

Then along came Covid...

Above: a flower bed ready for planting

Even with the suspension the committee
managed to get some necessary
arrangements in place including a bank
account, RHS membership and insurance,
KCC/FHDC site licences/permissions, and
some funds from supportive benefactors.
As Covid restrictions began to ease we
even managed to create two flowerbeds
on George Lane where it joins the High St.

Now the group is ready to get going again
properly but changing circumstances have
affected the membership and the
committee is down to just two members.

Paul Reynolds told The Looker; “To
continue we need to assess what support

there is for this wonderful project that will
provide benefits not only for those actively
involved but also the wider community,
residents and businesses, and visitors to
New Romney.
This is an opportunity to make New
Romney a brighter, more colourful and
welcoming town and it needs support to
achieve this. You do not need to be an
expert or have any experience; a
willingness to help one another is all that is
required be it with planting and care or
administrative/committee activities, or even
both.”

If you are interested in helping to keep this
worthwhile project going, please contact
Paul Reynolds either by

Phone: 01797 214165
or
Email: newromneyinbloom@gmail.com



Someone asked me the other day, how do you know what to
write in the paper? I said if I’m honest, it almost fills me with
dread. Just as you deliver the next edition, you think ‘phew’ I can
have a rest now. but it is not long before the realisation hits you
that you are looking at 32 blank pages, and let’s face it, they will
not fill themselves.
At this point I should point out that about a quarter of the job is
done for me with the adverts along with the contributions from
my father, who does the Marsh memories and the Romney
Marsh from the Air. Along with our two other stalwart
contributors, June and Michael Gooch, who have now become
regular feature writers on budget tips, gardening and the Church
Roundup.
But the rest of it is down to me and Jan to come up with stories
to tell you about. I have said this before and will repeat again,
that if we do not know about your story, it’s very hard to put it in.
The Looker is not like a full-time job for me, but tends to get
written between the hours of 6am and 9am before I head off to
the shop and then between 9pm and 11pm.
I also have an ongoing joke with Vicki Dawson, one of our most
loyal supporters, who delivers hundreds of copies to Lydd every
two weeks, that there is nothing in the editions about Lydd? And
that we used to feature all the events that have been going on?
That is the main problem…. Not much has been happening. I am
always very happy to put in about events that are happening, but
I need to know about them, in order to publish them and, let’s
face it all the big events have been cancelled, like the Lydd Club
Day and the New Romney Country Fayre.
The other comment I get occasionally, is that the editions are full
of council news? Both District and Town and Parish. This is very
simple, obviously I am involved with our district Council, and get
involved with the things that are happening. And also once

again, the articles are part of what is actually happening in the
area.
Recently I have had a few quandaries about what to do with the
paper? It has a very real value as it is more than self sufficient
and covers its production cost (which trust me is very rare in
modern times for a printed publication). We always used to
regard the Folkestone Herald as our opposition, when we
launched nearly 11 years ago. But having looked at a copy
recently, I honestly think we have much more local news. And
our circulation across the whole district has increased as well.
Then you have the ‘big boys’ the KM Group. I think its fair to say
that when we launched they regarded us as quite quirky, and we
have never really been in competition with them. They are a
completely different animal and occasionally I even send them
stories and work with their local reporter, if a story breaks just
after we have gone to press. But again, talking to newsagents
we have a larger circulation.
Obviously the two mentioned publications are paid for, whilst we
are proud of the fact that we are free, (and hope to continue this
way). But now we are being asked, why don’t you do a separate
Folkestone edition, or spread out to Appledore and Tenterden?
The answer is simple, I do not have the time. There is nothing
more I would like than to get a second editor onboard plus a full
time sales person, to drive the paper forward and truly become
‘THE’ local news source. But I simply cannot do it on my own.
Over the years we have asked for people to join us and sell
advertising, but they never seem to last too long, until the reality
hits them that in order to get paid, they have to really put the
effort in.
But I think the way for the paper to grow and maybe look at
becoming weekly, or a wider circulation, would be to get a
partner or Editor and advertising sales person. BUT they would
have to have a buy in… not necessarily financial, but work for a
profit share, so the more they do, the more they get paid.
I am just putting that out there, if anyone wants to know more
about the paper, get in contact with me and I am sure you will be
amazed at the possibilities!
But in the mean time please send me your stories and if you
want to promote your business to the largest circulated paper in
our district, pease give me a call or email:
david@thelooker.co.uk
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Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 276 Have Your Say As

Folkestone ‘Place Plan’
Takes Shape
District residents are invited to join in the final public
consultation webinar for the Folkestone town centre Place
Plan between 6 pm and 7.30 pm on Thursday 10th June.

The Place Plan project has been ongoing since February
and this webinar will allow residents and businesses to hear
about and discuss the recommended ideas and actions that
have come out of this work.

More than 180
people tuned in
live to the
public Place
Plan event
which was held
in April. The
virtual webinar
was run by
urbanism
consultants ‘We Made That’ who have been appointed by
the council to run the project. As part of the vision for the
Place Plan, ‘We Made That’ also presented proposals for
exciting potential future changes for Folkestone such as
improved access between the town and the harbour and
more green spaces in the town centre.

A council spokesperson said: “The level of engagement at

our public event in April was fantastic and the feedback
gained through this and the subsequent survey has really
helped shape the proposals for the town.

“This webinar is a further great chance for residents and
businesses to discover and feedback on the tangible ideas
and actions being recommended for the future of
Folkestone town centre as the project output is being
finalised.”

The feedback received will help to shape the final Place
Plan which is scheduled to be finished by the end of
summer.

All the information about the Place Plan including the
previous webinar recording and slides can be found at
folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/folkestoneplaceplan



Blogger or with
Facebook are great
ways to start
promoting yourselves.

There is so much you
can achieve to help
promote yourself to
others, and eventually
lead to the sales you
desire.

For me I use social
media to create a
funnel action driving
prospective sales to my website. Such as Facebook, Twitter ,
LinkedIn and Instagram (I have already stated that these are
changing).

I also do a lot of promotion (not selling) on Youtube. I have over
time become a content creator on Youtube with my own teaching
channel, where each week I upload a new video tutorial in either
oils or watercolours, (Fridays at 3 pm GMT). I also have a paying
community on Patreon www.patreon.com/paulappsartist

Here for a small monthly fee of £4 to £8 + vat you get access to
many fully narrated videos by me. They are added to each month,
and there is also a weekly live stream that you can get involved
with. That is also linked to a private Facebook community just for
my patrons to upload image seek help and advice, make friends
and connect with me and other patrons. That is a great learning
resource that I have created and add to. If you want to learn more
check it out and you’ll be welcome on board.

So I will return and make a part three of this ‘Selling Your Art’ in a
future issue of the Looker. Next time I will be giving you a step by
step watercolour, to enjoy and follow.
Happy painting everyone.
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

We continue to see excellent progress in Kent in
our efforts to combat the spread of the
coronavirus. Infection rates in Folkestone and
Hythe remain at their lowest level since the start of
the pandemic as are hospital admissions for the
East Kent Trust. Based on the latest available
information, there is no evidence to show that new
variants of coronavirus from elsewhere in the
world have had an impact on local infection rates.
We also heard from the government this week that
the existing coronavirus vaccines are effective
against these new variants of COVID. Overall,
sixty million vaccines have been administered in
the UK, which is an incredible achievement. Credit
is due to the NHS who have conducted the
vaccination programme, and to the companies
that have developed and supplied it, but we
should also recognise the invaluable work of the
many thousands of volunteers who have helped to
make all of this possible.

Last week I visited to Sellindge Sports and Social
club, to see the fantastic work being done at the
local tennis club. The club has two outdoor floodlit
hardcourts, which are being put to good use, with
a substantial increase in membership since the
return of outdoor grassroots sport. Many people
who haven’t picked up a racket for years have
decided to come back to tennis, as a way to keep
fit and enjoy being out in the fresh air. The club is
also running a programme with local primary
schools to give more children their first proper
introduction to the sport. You can find out more
information on the club’s website about how to get
involved, and what they offer. I’d like to
congratulate them on everything they have
achieved so far. Whilst there I was also pleased to
call in on the team at the adjacent Bowls club,
which was preparing to open for the new season.
Again, they have also seen increased interest in
participating in outdoor lawn bowls in the last few
months.

Last Friday I also visited The Beacon school in
Folkestone to meet with the Head, Neil Birch and
members of his team. The Beacon is an all age
school, with students aged from 3 to 19 years, for
pupils with complex needs, profound and severe
learning difficulties, and physical and sensory
impairments. The school has been rated
outstanding in all areas at its most recent Ofsted
inspection, due to the ‘very effective’ teaching,
‘clear vision’ of the leadership team, and the
‘excellent progress’ made by the students. I was
very impressed by all the work I saw and was
interested to hear about the achievements of the
students through their personalised learning
programmes. The school itself has become a
centre of excellence for its approach, and it’s great
that we have such an excellent, and state of the
art, facility in our community.

Happy 4th
Anniversary

to Lydd Dementia
Café

On the 19th May, the leadership team met to celebrate Lydd
Dementia Café being 4 years old. At the meeting we discussed
how we could re-open the Café to our members in a safe and
controlled way.

We re-opened on the 1st June and it was lovely to welcome 19
(both café members and the team) back to the Methodist Hall
in Lydd. Our first meeting was quite laid back, where everyone
just talked and talked, then talked some more! But that is what
we all needed after the last year or so. Everyone as so
pleased to see each other after all the restrictions we had been
through.

We had managed to have a couple of impromptu meetings at
Brew at 32 in Lydd High Street during October 2020, before we
were once again advised to lockdown. During all the pandemic
we kept in touch with our members via regular newsletters and
telephone calls.

All in all, it was lovely to see such happy chatty people back at
the café.

If you would like any information on the Café, please contact
Suzi Finch on 07751 337257.

Making Art To
Sell (Part 2)

By Paul Apps
In my last article I talked about some of the
ways that you might sell your artwork in the
real world so to speak, by way of shows,
galleries and events.

In part two I want to discuss some of the
numerous ways that you can find to sell
work online, using the internet generally as
a platform. Over the past two decades and
moreover the last ten years or so the
internet has grown beyond many peoples
expectations. It has without doubt
established itself as the number one
method of trading products and services
throughout the world, with little more effort
than your home office a computer and
good internet connection.

The internet has been a success story as a
whole for many entrepreneurs the world
over, each connected to their market place
by the internet.

So it is also for the artist or creator.
Whatever you choose to make, produce or
offer, as an artist, writer, maker or
musician, there is a platform within this
massive sphere, that will accommodate
your needs.

Within this vast network of information,
several specific platforms have evolved to
dominate the information arena. It is also
worthy of note that many have launched
and done well for a good while, only to
falter and disappear from the net. So the
cautionary note here is to diversify and
spread the risk. If one platform goes down
or becomes unpopular, you have another
still doing well.
Many platform names started with their
own niche on the internet offering their own

brands of usage. Many of these you will I
am sure know. Again it is worth noting the
the benefits offered by each have over
recent times, become almost the same in
many cases. This is no bad thing as you
can almost create your needs in the same
way in various platforms thus giving
yourself the best chance and almost future
protect the work you have put in.

So who are these platforms? Well
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram are the
three main platforms that many use. Many
others too many to mention exist, but these
are the main one with the greatest
following and usage. These however have
only been used to create a social media
following in the past. Only in recent times
have markets for selling your products
within each platform, been available or
allowed and adopted. Instagram will almost
certainly be at the forefront of this new
innovation.

However many other platforms have risen
that are specifically designed for selling the
work that artists and craft person make and
wish to sell notably ESTY, Saatchi,
Artfinder, Vango and Ugallery to name a
few. There will always be a charge for
these services and it is really worth doing a
lot of investigation before you commit your
time and hard earned cash to any of them.
That said they have already done much of
the hard work in promotion so that you do
not have to.
They in most cases have a ready
established buyer/ client database and
following to really give your artwork a good
chance. Promotion and getting your
artwork/craft seen by enough people is key.
Worth noting the clients are theirs not
yours, so building a client list most likely
will not happen.

For myself I have an art page on
Facebook, but do not count that as my
main social media platform. For me
Instagram fulfils that role, as it has grown
and changed over time to allow creators to
showcase their work and offer it for sale. At

this time there is not extra of hidden costs
imposed for selling in this platform. I guess
in time someone will figure that out and see
a way of capitalising on that aspect.
Equally though Instagram do not advertise
the ability to sell, nor do they provide any
back up to make it easier to do.

The key point here is having a sufficient
following and building upon that, in order to
get your work seen by those who might like
to support your efforts as creator by buying
something. During lockdown I have been
selling many smaller paintings at have
price to stimulate sales. It was a hashtag
#artistsupportpledge an initiative that
started and gained great momentum during
the first lockdown. It is still active today and
has been the saviour to many artist the
world over to carry on selling work during
such terrible times.

So I have touched upon a couple of ways
to promote and sell your work online. Here
though I have omitted the most obvious
one of all. Having your own platform in the
shape of a personal/business website.
These can cost especially if you have it
professionally designed. You do not need
to spend anything though in order to create
an online web presence.

There are many sites offering free domains
and free website and builders with lots of
help and support, without spending a
penny. It does require a commitment of
time however, but then most everything
does. Even creating web style blogs in

Over 250
different types of sweets

Always in stock
All your favourite
Retro Sweets
Goodie Bags

And Party Cones
Made to order!

Come and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan
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R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
6 P r i o r y C l o s e , N e w R om n e y

D O M E S T I C & C O M M E R C I A L
S C A F F O L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Free Estimates *CompetitiveRates
24 Hr Emergency Call Out

365 Days A Year
Council Approved Contractor

Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

Migrant Update
By David Wimble

Two years ago, if The Looker ran a story about how more than 1000
migrants tried to cross the channel in one week it would have made
front page news on every daily National paper and been the lead
story on the TV news.
But fast forward 2 years and you will not see anything in any of the
papers, it has become a common place.
Most days whilst writing The Looker I sit by the window on the
Littlestone coast Road and regularly see the Boarder Force vans
make their way down to Dungeness.

I have said many times when the first migrants arrived 4 years ago
by small boat that there would be an influx and was laughed at as
being sensationalist!
The Looker has said it will continue to follow the story and update
our readers of the Facts! No sensationalist journalism, or hate
speak. Just reporting the numbers.
In the last week before we went to press, the UK and French
intercepted 1,042 suspected asylum seekers in separate 54
incidents with 1,042 suspected asylum seekers over five days.

The Home Office said that last Friday (28th May) UK authorities dealt
with 19 events involving 336 people and the French prevented seven
crossings involving 165. The next day UK authorities dealt with
seven events involving 144 people and the French prevented a total
nine crossings concerning 144.
Last Sunday UK authorities dealt with one incident involving 17
people.
On Bank Holiday Monday UK authorities dealt with three events with
a total 71 people.
That day the French prevented two crossings involving 37 people.

Overnight on Monday and Tuesday French authorities discovered
people near their coast with marine equipment such as boats and
engines. They preventing a further six crossing attempts where 20
people were concerned.

UK authorities also dealt with six events Tuesday which had 132
suspected asylum seekers.
And Wednesday, the French intercepted one crossing, preventing 16
people reaching Britain.

A Home Office spokesman said: “Criminal gangs are putting profits
before people’s lives through these dangerous and unnecessary
crossings. More than 3,500 people have been prevented from
making the dangerous crossing so far this year and we are cracking
down on the despicable criminal gangs behind people smuggling.
Inaction is not an option whilst people are dying. The government is
bringing legislation forward through our New Plan for Immigration
which will break the business model of these heinous smuggling
networks and save lives.”

The Home Office says that it has secured more than 65 small boat-
related prosecutions since the start of 2020 leading to total of more
than 53 years in jail sentences.
It adds that more than 3,600 people have been prevented from
crossing the Channel by the French so far this year.

The occupants have either been stopped by the French and brought
back to France or have been rescued on the British side of the
Channel by the UK's Border Force.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

District Council a Great
Place ToWork
Folkestone & Hythe District Council (F&HDC) has been
ranked fourth in the Best Companies Not-For-Profit
Body’s to work for list and 57th in the best companies to
work for list in the South East Region.

Best Companies compile an
annual report of the top
companies to work for across
the UK – formerly the Sunday
Times Top 100 list. The places
are awarded based on the
results of a workplace survey
covering the topics of:
leadership, my manager, my
team, my company, wellbeing,
fair deal, personal growth and
giving something back.

Almost 75% of staff from F&HDC took part in the survey
which is far above the average response this type of
survey receives. The key trend that emerged from the
survey response was that staff enjoyed working with
colleagues and working for an organisation that benefits
others.

A Folkestone & Hythe
District Council
spokesperson said: “Happy,
engaged staff do better work.
We’ve been focused on
delivering excellent customer
service while being a great
place to work over the last
12 to 18 months and we’re
delighted that staff feedback
about working for F&HDC has been so positive.
Engaged staff are more productive and motivated, off
sick less, and more committed to their organisation.
They are also happier and healthier. We want to attract
and retain the very best people to deliver outstanding
services to our residents, being a great place to work is
a key part of that.”

The Best Companies rankings were revealed in a live
online event on Friday 21 May. These awards
complement the 2 star ‘Outstanding’ accreditation for
employee engagement that F&HDC achieved earlier this
year.

The council is currently recruiting for a variety of roles
and details can be found at folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/job
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Advertisement

FIRST DATES
ANNOUNCED FOR
SHORNCLIFFE
HERITAGE
WALKING TOURS
Heritage and Education Charity, the
Shorncliffe Trust are pleased to announce
the first set of dates for their 2021
Heritage Walking Tours following
relaxation of lockdown measures.

Now you can find out more about history
on your doorstep by joining the Trust for a
90-minute guided tour of the former
military training land around the
Shorncliffe Military Cemetery and learn
more about its hidden heritage assets.
Shorncliffe; can truly claim to be the
birthplace of the modern British Army
under Sir John Moore.

The Trust are very pleased to welcome
local historian and expert on Shorncliffe
Military Cemetery, Peter Anderson and
are joined on some tour dates by
renowned experts and authors including
Dr. Stephen Summerfield.

Pre-booking is essential via:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-shorncliffe-
trust

Tours Commence at 10.30 a.m. and 1
p.m. on
Sunday, 13th June
Sunday, 20th June*
Sunday, 4th July
*special theme of the “Battle of Waterloo”
tour; or “How the Light Brigade from
Shorncliffe won the Battle of Waterloo”.
The meeting point is at the gates of
Shorncliffe Military Cemetery, West Road,
Folkestone CT20 3HL

Places are strictly controlled due to covid
regulations and are available at £5 per
Adult with children Free (under 14’s must
be accompanied) and funds raised
contribute to the aspirations of the Trust to
create a Heritage and Education Centre at

Shorncliffe from where it would tell the
story of Shorncliffe Garrison and its 200
years of military and social history.

To find out more visit www.shorncliffe-
trust.org.uk

On The March From Shorncliffe Camp

Napier Barracks;
Lessons Learned Or
Forced To Close?

Jan Holben
Residents were invited to submit questions and concerns about
the asylum seekers housed in Napier Barracks reception centre
so that FHDC and Kent Council councillors and the various
partners involved in housing asylum seekers at Napier Barracks
could address these issues.

The questions submitted provided the themes which were
addressed during the virtual meeting held on 27th May. The
meeting was chaired by FHDC Leader, Cllr David Monk.
Folkestone & Hythe MP Damian Collins was on the panel and
the leader of Kent County Council, Cllr Roger Gough.
Representatives from the Home Office, Kent Police, Migrant
Help and KCC Public Health was also invited to attend.

The virtual meeting was opened by Cllr David Monk who
welcomed and introduced all participants on the call, MP
Damian Collins thanked FHDC for hosting the
virtual meeting and reminded all that the
original decision to host asylum seekers as
Napier Barracks was not taken locally but
by the Home Office and local councillors
had not been involved in that decision.
Nevertheless the council had worked
closely with the Home Office to ensure
that all residents concerns, given the
close proximity to residential housing
as well as health and safety
concerns especially pertaining to the
Covid pandemic, would be
addressed.

Damian Collins pointed out that some of those original concerns
have indeed been bourne out by what has happened since then,
and that the Napier Barracks arrangement should be considered
a temporary one only - ending September (2021) when the
MOD 12 month lease, taken out by the Home Office, completes.

Cllr Roger Gough Leader of Kent Council went on to say that in
addition to their responsibility to provide assurance and
challenge when needed on the suitability and arrangements at
Napier.
They also have responsibility under Sect 42 of the Care Act to
provide assistance for vulnerable adults at Napier to ensure they
can access support they may need. Roger said that until Napier
was used, it was only unaccompanied asylum seeking children
who stayed within the county, with all adults and families being
dispersed across the country.

Sean Palmer Director- Resettlement, Asylum Support and
Integration in his opening remarks said that he was immensely
grateful for the support of the local council and participation of
local charities and local people too some of which have helped
make the lives of asylum seekers in Napier more tolerable.

The following is a summary of the Question and Answer
responses:

1) Use of Napier – Length of time to be used and is it fit for
purpose: Sean Palmer (Home Office) responded to this
question – Napier is considered short term accommodation for
healthy adult men for between 60 and 90 days – and advice
given by Public Health England regarding the unsuitability of
dormitory style accommodation has been taken on board. The
number of men accommodated at Napier has been reduced to
330 – which has made spare capacity available should an
asylum seeker need to be isolated. As mentioned in his
introduction the MOD lease runs out September 2021 and there
have been no further discussions to extend it.

2) Site security – concerns about litter, broken glass in the
vicinity of Napier (need for a PSPO - public space
protection order?), concerns also about the need for
emergency services to attend site in recent months. Cllr
Monk explained that Cheriton and Shorncliffe already have a
PSPO in place, and as with all parks and gardens in the district
which are kept to a high standard, the green area adjacent to
Napier is regularly attended by our officers to collect rubbish and
keep the area free from broken glass and any other dangerous
substances and this area is treated as a ‘hot spot’. Although it
does help when residents report incidents of antisocial
behaviour or broken glass and similar dangers if they spot it as
this highlights issues of concern more quickly. Steve Lakey,
Managing Director Clearsprings Ready Homes Ltd addressed
the issue about emergency services – and said that as with any
group of adults living together there are occasional need to seek
emergency services for various reasons, although recent
incidents have been minimal, his management team will, on
these occasions, deal directly with emergency services to
resolve issues quickly.

3) Community safety – coach trip to recently advertised
event and lessons learned. Alice Ames – F&H District
Commander, Kent Police addressed the recent coach trip to
protest at Napier – she said that they were aware of the coach
trip and the intention is for police to always respond
proportionately. As of 17th May Government had relaxed rules
which restrict numbers of people who can gather together, which
would therefore allow gatherings, including peaceful protests, to
take place. As with any public gathering it is always good advice
to consult local authorities and the police to ensure the event is
Covid safe. For this particular event officers did attend but no
enforcement was required. In terms of police presence in the
area the number of police in the area of Cheriton has been
increased and this is to ensure safety of all persons, those in
Napier and those in the area too. In terms of crime rate there
has been very little change compared to before Napier was
used as an accommodation centre. Sean Palmer(Home Office)
talked through some of the lessons learned including; closer
working relationship with all partners to understand the risks
better and to develop better processes, improved signage on
site to remind of social distancing, an improved induction for
asylum seekers and staggered meal times so that the men are
not all in one space at the same time, an overall reduction in
numbers of asylum seekers to around 330, twice weekly lateral
flow tests for the men and staff, and lateral flow test for all
visitors on arrival, a better outbreak management plan – these
are some of the improvements made.

4) Health and wellbeing of service users – including
wellbeing and mental health, safety against racism/
protests, nutrition at Napier, asbestos issue and integration
into local community. Steve Lakey (Clearsprings) said there

was an on site nurse and if there were any wellbeing or mental
health issues which could not be dealt with on site she was
linked in with all other appropriate services. Residents of Napier
are also advised in advance if there was a potential racist
protests outside the barracks so that they could avoid
confrontational situations. A new chef and catering team had
developed multicultural and appropriate meals using nutritional
guidelines, the men could give feedback on meals and this
would also be taken on board. With regards to asbestos on site
this had been risk assessed and was being managed. In terms
of greater integration with the community – this was taking place
with valued assistance from the voluntary sector within the
barracks and outside when possible.
Helen Bransfield – Director of Asylum Services, Migrant Help
pointed out that asylum seekers are permitted to come and go
as they wish – and there has been many offers from local and
national voluntary groups who will often go into the barracks to
offer advice or donations of clothing etc.

Allison Duggal – Public Health Kent Council, said that there is
definite improvement in the coordination of health care provision
to the men in Napier, and they were also looking at the provision
of dental care.

5) General questions about the process – illegal crossings
and asylum seekers buying alcohol. Sean Palmer (Home
Office) said that ministers were under no illusion that illegal
crossings needed to be stopped for good and were working
closely with their French opposite numbers to that end. Sean
referred to the recently published proposal ‘New Plan For
Immigration’ which lays out proposed reforms to the asylum
system. Cllr Monk addressed the issue about asylum seekers
buying alcohol and pointed out that as long as they were of
legal age to purchase alcohol then there is no reason to stop
them.
Finally before the summing up MP Damian Collins asked if
asylum seekers were tested when they arrive in UK – he
receives many enquiries from local people about this. Sean
Palmer (Home Office) confirmed that yes, asylum seekers are
tested on arrival in the UK and again on arrival at Napier – and
thereafter they are received lateral flow tests twice weekly.

UPDATE
Headlines today (03/06) announced; “The Home Office's
decision to house cross-channel migrants in a "squalid"
barracks in Folkestone was unlawful, the High Court has ruled”.
Six asylum seekers had claimed that Napier Barracks was
unsafe and the use of dormitory sleeping caused the recent
Covid outbreak. However, the Home Office has said that they
will continue to use the barracks and are considering next steps.
This judgement is likely to lead to further cases from other men
who will bring similar evidence to court.



Page 16 Page 17

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470 675 Dave: 07970804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Before You Knock Down
ThatWall – Check
Materials Source

Jan Holben

For avid DIYers who are working on a building project around
the house or garden there will be a period of irritation and
frustration ahead, although reluctant DIYers may heave a sigh
of relief. This is because, for a few months at least, it is
anticipated there will be an acute shortage of some building
materials, cement being one of those items which is hard to
get hold of just now.

The cause of this shortage is due to many things – but in part
because as the building industry slowed down during the
worst of the Covid months and then started to pick up again
as restrictions got easier – there was a much greater demand
for cement and other building products. This slow down and
gradual increase of course happened around the world – so
the building industry in every country was trying to get hold of
the same materials at the same time.
It is slightly more complicated than just that one reason
though, there are a number of other international issues at
play which are also impacting supply of cement – including:
issues with the increasing price of cement in Nigeria, a boom

in cement sales in Brazil and shortages of

cement in Jamaica. It also appears that whilst we were at
various stages of lock down we saved our pennies allowing
couples and families to consider moving or at the very least
building an extension.
Importers and exporters in the UK have also had to come to
terms with new rules and costs in these early Brexit days.
Even the temporary blockage recently of the Suez Canal had
a negative impact on supplies not just of cement but other
materials associated with building.
Responding to these shortages means that suppliers to the
UK such as Hanson, part of Germany-based
HeidelbergCement, are having to reduce its bagged cement
supply to customers. Further complicating the ready supply
of bagged cement is the provision of the bags to contain the
cement due to the increased demand for polymer and kraft
paper – and low pallet availability is also a concern. Even the
US trade sanctions imposed on Cuba impacted the overall
cement shortage as it caused a fuel shortage making it
difficult to process cement – although this particular supplier
indicates it will meet demand.

So all in all, if you are starting a small building project around
the house or garden – before you start to dig that hole or
knock down that wall – check availability of all necessary
materials, including cement. This situation is causing
international concern – and may last for some months.

Mrs P’s Diary
Well Dear Diary, nearly missed the deadline this week!

SOO busy with the garden, housework, etc etc.
And then there’s the socialising, at a distance
naturally.

Still, had a day out today in Dymchurch. It is my
mum’s 1st anniversary so I went to the family plot.
They were all there.

Then ice creams at The Ship which is looking very tres posh these
days. Felt so relaxed but then did a big Aldi shop. It’s not all a bowl of
cherries I can tell you. My helper is on holiday so I blitzed the house
and then Mr P’s orders arrived so that was a waste of time.

The High Street is now bustling with holiday makers and locals blinking
in the unaccustomed sunshine and freedom. My mask is at the ready I
can tell you.

Taxis are busy, ferrying back and forth to New Beach. Luckily the road
works are finished.

The local dustmen have changed their rounds but ours was supposedly
the same. So it has been two weeks since the bins were emptied. I
have made numerous call to the council and waited for 20 minutes
each time. They tell me they are cutting the lines down each day in the
public interest. How does that work then as I fail to understand.

The first boot fair was cancelled due to human debris all over the
green. The next one was poorly attended by both sellers and punters
alike. I still had change from a fiver. One courgette plant was my sole
purchase. I think there was a garage safari and I understand that did
very well. I expect the leftovers will appear shortly. Still, one man's
trash is another ladies treasure.. Talking of which, I must now go and
offer sustenance to Mr P. He is finally out of his boxes and has spread
the contents onto the coffee table. At least I had a mini break this
morning!

The Monday
Games Club

St Peter’s Hall
Greatstone
2 pm - 4 pm

Come and
have a couple
of hours having
a laugh and
playing games
from dice to

cards

Any game you
want to learn,
we will try to
teach you and
you can bring
your own
game. Just
remember we
only have
2 hours



MYPLEDGESTOYOU:
SUPPORTTHEHIGHSTREET
SupportHytheCouncil toobtain fundingfromCentral, Countyand
DistrictCouncilsto regenerateourarea.

FREECARPARKING
Lobbyto extend free car parkingto cover all CouncilCarParksfor
CouncilTaxpayers.

SAFERENVIRONMENT
Workwiththe police andotherstoinstall CCTVtodeter crimeand
fly tipping. I will also lobby for fundingto establish an enclosed
dogexercise area andmoredogbins.

LOOKINGAFTEREASTHYTHE
I will challenge house building targets, scrutinise planning infra-
structure anddecisionsbythe Council. I will campaignto reverse
household waste charges and introduce a local small business
wastedisposalscheme.

Readmoreofourpledgesandhowweaimtoachieve themat:
www.fhlabour.org—Workingfor themany,not just thefew
www.facebook.com/551324608411912

PAULBINGHAM—YOUR VOICEONHYTHETOWNCOUNCIL
Promoted andpublishedbyTonyCooper on behalfof Paul Binghambothat FolkestoneandHythe LabourParty, 18NewbridgeWay, St Mary̓ s Bay, TN290HA.

HOWTOVOTE
• Polls are open7am—10pm
• Youdont̓ needyourpollingcard to vote.
• Remember towear yourmask,take your ownpencilandto socially distance.
• If youare selfisolating,youcanapply for aproxyvoteandappoint someoneto

vote onyourbehalfupuntil 5pmonpollingday.
• If you have apostalvoteandhaven't sent it backyet, you candropit off to your

local pollingstationbefore 10pmonpollingday.

BINGHAMPaul

AStrongVoiceforyouatHythe
TownCouncil
MynameisPaul Bingham
The people of East Hythe haven't been
servedwell bythe current administration
atHytheTownCouncil.
As your councillor, I can help make the
Council not just more effective and
efficient butalsofairerandequaltoo.

I haveservedasParish, Townand
DistrictCouncillor andI seethe effects
of conservativepoliciesandyearsof
their complacency. Ihavean
established reputation ofworkingwith
othersandforall partsofthe
community.

Councilworkisoftenabout gettingstuff
doneefficientlyandeffectivelyona
tightbudget, ratherthanpartypolitics.

I'm readyto hit thegroundrunningand
willingtotake yourvoiceandraiseyour
concernsto theHytheTownCouncil.

YouneedastrongvoiceinHytheEast
andifyouelectme, Iwillworkto
representpeople acrossthewholeof
thearea.

YOURLABOUR CANDIDATEFORHYTHETOWNCOUNCIL Thursday17June
PAULBINGHAM
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Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer
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Top: St. Peter & Paul Church, Newchurch. The village was mentioned in the
Domesday Book but now has no public house or shop. There was an airfield nearby

in the Second World War.

Bottom: New Romney Bowls Club was founded in 1927 and moved to its present
site in 1946. The left-hand rink was originally the tennis club. The new pavilion

was opened in 1967.
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Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly

For those of you who follow my reviews you will know that I am
an aficionado of the zombie genre. The genre in the past has
thrown up some very interesting and original ideas most of
which have been conceived as an allegory of mankind's
struggles. The concept of swopping zombies for the Viet Cong,
the nuclear threat or even covid-19 is plausible but at the core
of every story is a tale of heroic survival against a relentless
enemy and played out to a backdrop of impending doom.
Ultimately though the greatest enemy usually proves to be
man's inability to work together in the face of adversity in a
nihilistic world.

So, it was with great
anticipation that I sat
down to watch Zac
(300) Snyder's new
Zombie film Army of
the Dead. Snyder's
previous 'Z' film, a
remake of Romero's
Dawn of the Dead,
was a fast paced
and atmospheric
film and a worthy
addition to the genre
so what could go
wrong. The basic
plot of Army, which
at first look appears
to be a standard
heist movie,
involves a shady
businessman
wishing to acquire a
vast sum of money
from a vault under a
Vegas hotel. He
therefore employs a
team of mercenaries
to retrieve the money. The only problem is there is an army of
the undead in the way and the US government are about to
launch a nuke on Vegas.

As a heist movie it would be ok but Army of the Dead sadly falls
short as a 'Z' movie. While the inevitable gore is present the plot
has more holes than the characters after a 'Z' attack. Snyders
zombies seem to have evolved into their human counterparts
and are led by a King and Queen. The King wears a Spartan
helmet (a nod to 300 perhaps) to protect him from fatal
headshots and Snyders zombies appear to be able to
reproduce, the zombies, we assume, are obviously up for a bit
of nippy-nippy.

Where the film loses all plausibility is the end battle as the
zombie horde swarms the city. I couldn't help but notice that
despite the obvious decaying faces the zombies displayed
pristine, and unblemished white arms. This was however top
trumped by the zombie's apparent dance moves which could
have graced any Hollywood musical. Yes, I know this is Vegas
but the idea of a rampaging horde moving forward on the
command of "Step, step, pirouette, jazz hands" to a soundtrack

of 'Fame, we are destined to live forever' was too much for me.

Perhaps I am being over-critical but I do get very protective and
a little precious over the genre. As a no-brainer action movie
Army is a semi decent movie but as a zombie movie it is a very
poor attempt but I'll let you be the judge of that.

For now, watch the first three Romero films Night, Dawn and
Day, the South Korean movie Train to Busan, French flick The
Horde or the hilarious Shaun of the Dead. Judging by the
'surprise' ending we can expect a follow-up and who knows
perhaps the Mexico City based 'Army of the Dead 2: Who ate
my Burrito' will be slightly better.

-o0o-

When I heard that
comedian Chris
Rock was taking
on the Saw
franchise, I was
quite excited to
see where he
would take it. I
wasn't expecting a
comedy but
definitely wanted a
new and fresh
approach.

Spiral is a worthy
addition to the
franchise and
offers enough to
reignite the Saw
films and I'm
guessing we can
expect more films
until such time as
the audience tires.
By which time we
may have had
Spiral 12: Where's
the WD40, Fast &
Furious 18: The
failed MOT,
Halloween 15: The rise of Michael Myers....yet again.

Spiral delivers all the expectations of a Saw movie such as
fiendish traps, creepy puppets and the same idea of good turns
bad to defeat evil. It does however beg the question of why they
don't take The Dummies Guide to Building Death Traps off the
bookshelves, still available at all good bookshops while the
need for redemption remains.

The plot of Spiral sees a copycat killer (Jigsaw is dead, isn't
he?) taking out 'bent coppers' sounds like a job for AC12. It's up
to Detective Zeke Banks (Rock) and a rookie partner Detective
Schenk to find the killer as the net closes in. Banks, who blew
the whistle on a previous partner and now finds himself
despised by the very officers he hopes to protect with a partner
he doesn't want to babysit. Aside from the frequent shots of
Rock 'reciting the clues in his head' with a face that suggests he
has just farted is believable in the role of a good cop amongst
the rotten apples. Samuel L. Jackson plays his Father Marcus
Banks and gives a typical S L. J performance, complete with the
odd M*****F*****.

The feel of Spiral is reminiscent to Seven with lots of
atmospheric set pieces and dark shots. There is a real tension
and everyone appears to be permanently sweating in the
excessive and oppressive heat.

Spiral is good story telling and it would appear the franchise is
in good hands with Rock and while they have tried to create a
new storyline it still relies heavily on Saw and its ideals. The
story unsurprisingly ends on a twist and an open ending so I'm
sure a sequel is in the can.

Community Garden – RHS
‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’
Visit Expected
by Leonie Wootton – Sandgate Society

May bank holiday, June is now upon us and at last the
weather is starting to improve. We were sorry to see that
a large tree had fallen in Enbrook Park, always a sad
sight; however we were assured that the tree had been
suffering from Ganoderma (a fungus) for some years.
We were lucky enough to benefit from some of the logs
to make extra seats for the garden, and on the sunny
Saturday morning session we spent a happy hour sitting
on the logs sowing spring onion seeds and around 240
dwarf beans.
The poor sick looking plants having spent too much time
in their pots shivering and being blown about are finally
getting into the soil. The courgettes are all planted as are
the squashes and sweetcorn, plus the chard seedlings, a
bit of sunshine and warmth should see them romp away.
We have held back from planting the basil and the
cucumbers just yet as they are really tender and could
do with getting a little bit bigger and stronger.
Whilst pottering about and planting at Enbrook this week,
we came across a very interesting insect none of us had
ever seen before. It was photographed so that we could
find out if it was a friend or a foe to the garden. There
have been several new insects and invertebrates to
watch out for such as the marmorated stink bug, the
harlequin ladybird, and the New Zealand flatworm, to
name but a few. Happily, this fellow is a wasp beetle, and
a friend, which seems to occupy most of the world
except for Ireland and the Americas – most interesting
and we shall now know to be pleased if we ever come
across another.
We currently have plenty
of fresh herbs as well as
salad leaves. Mixing the
two together in a variety
of combinations makes
for the most amazing
salads you can imagine.
The leaves range from
bright green through to a
deep dark red and various
shades between, the
herbs are parsley,
coriander, dill and chervil
which lift the leaves to
another level. Add
calendula petals, borage,
and viola flowers, then
you have something extra
special which would cost a fortune in a posh restaurant.
This week we also added pea shoots, a real taste of
early summer before the peas arrive! Absolutely
delicious! We are always pleased to share what we can,
and often do with visitors to the garden, and we took a
batch to the library for distribution too. However we were
delighted to be contacted by the Kent Food Hub keen to
work with us and other groups in or close to Folkestone
like the Incredible Edibles, on a new project to promote
growing seasonal local food and to make fresh food
accessible to all. We are looking forward to doing as
much as we can to enable this to happen in the wider
community and to make links and work together on
common goals and interests.
In the meantime we have plenty to be getting on with as
we have heard that the judge for the RHS ‘It’s your

neighbourhood’ scheme is visiting the Enbrook garden
on 17th June, no pressure! The judge is coming in an
advisory capacity, to evaluate our progress, and our
Sheila has been working on the most amazing
supporting statement to give to the judge as requested,
because he only has an hour. The statement sums up
our history and achievements so far. We have laboured
hard on this, and Sheila has turned it into a work of art,
but it is still early days and we continue to work on our
progress.
What’s next: Keep up with the weeding, Keep watering
the new planting for a few days until established, Pick
the salads and herbs, Pull up the finished coriander to
make way for the basil, Keep removing old and yellowing
leaves around all plants. Start dead heading, Plant last of
the summer bedding we have sown from seed.
To keep up to date with community gardens, allotments
and related items across the district do check out
www.growshepway.uk



Dear Looker,

Light-hearted and humorous though it is intended to be, the
article Mrs P Catch up and extract from her Diary in the 26
May issue of The Looker contained the incorrect statement
that “The old pet shop is to become a Methodist Church
emporium.”

This is quite wrong. The old pet shop at 101 High Street,
Hythe is being acquired by the Parish of St Leonard as part
of its ‘Open Door’ mission plan and community project. The
property will include space for a parish office and a much-
needed resource, conduit and hub for the community of
Hythe.

It will also provide a central location for information about
local organisations, charities and churches (including our
friends and colleagues in the Methodist Church!) as well as
tourist information for visitors. We are aiming for the new
facility, which will be staffed by volunteers, to open its doors
within the next two months. Further details will be available
once work on renovation and adaptation of the property
nears completion.

Kindly ask Mrs P to issue a suitable correction in her next
diary extract!

Quite separately, please include the following notice under
Church Round-Up in future issues of The Looker:

Hythe, St Leonard’s Church.

Weekly services at 9.30 am every Sunday morning and
Evensong services at 6.30 pm.

Kind regards,

Brin Hughes,

on behalf of the Churchwardens.

You could ask me what I was doing last month, last week,
even yesterday and I wouldn't have a scooby (scooby doo -
clue) Yet ask me what I was doing on a Friday at 4:55 p.m.
50 years ago and chances are I was sat glued to the TV.

It's Friday, it's five to five, it's Crackerjack and before I
continue, own up, because in your head you were screaming
"Crackerjack" You were weren't you.

Crackerjack "Crackerjack" ran for 29 years covering 29 series
and an absolutely staggering 451 episodes before, like a
number of its competitors, it fell foul to a BBC Childrens TV
cull in 1984. The cast list of Crackerjack "Crackerjack" reads
like a Who's who of British entertainment with Eamonn (This
is Your Life) Andrews, Leslie Crowther, Michael Aspel, Ed
(Stewpot) Stewart and Stu Francis all hosting the show. They
were ably supported by the likes of Ronnie Corbett, Jack
(Carry on) Douglas, Little and Large, The Krankies, Don
McLean, Bernie Clifton and the legendary Basil (Boom,
boom) Brush. Then there was Crackerjack "Crackerjack"
stalwart and Crazy Gang understudy (The Flanagan, Allen,
Naughton, Knox, Nervo and Gold comedy collaboration not
Wimbledon FC) Peter Glaze who was the straight man to the
host of comedians. Glaze often resembled a grown-up Billy
Bunter with a round face, slicked back hair, 1950's glasses
and cardigan. He looked like a friendly old school master but
was the master of deadpan and delivery providing a perfect
foil to the likes of Crowther and McLean's one-liners.

Crackerjack "Crackerjack" despite its anarchic approach was
very rigid in its format and consisted of comedy sketches,
music, quizzes and the finale which was a short comedy play
played out to a by now delirious live audience. Looking back
on it now the format was very similar to the entertainment
found at holidays camps and replicated the same high energy
comedy all delivered at a break neck pace. To be fair though
anything less would have incurred the wrath of the rabid
audience of schoolboys, scouts and girl guides screaming
Crackerjack "Crackerjack" at the top of their straining voices.
It really was an oddball audience which appeared to have

been press-ganged into action with the promise of being
allowed to shout and scream without fear of rebuke. I can
only guess that the man responsible for directing the young
audience had three cards 'Shout' 'Scream' and 'Crackerjack'
"Crackerjack".

Everything about Crackerjack "Crackerjack" was oddball
including the games the stand out one being 'Double or Drop'
this game consisted of three contestants who were asked
questions and received a random item if they were right or
cabbage, yes, a cabbage, if they were wrong. Three
cabbages or dropping your items meant you were out leaving
the winner to pick an item from the selection of goodies
available. The lucky winner then went on again next week in
an attempt to increase his winnings. The games were all
frantic and played out to a backdrop of deafening noise and
were another excuse for the audience to go wild. There is a
clip on you tube of the ex-speaker of the house John Bercow
competing in a Crackerjack "Crackerjack" game. At the time
little did those who failed to scoop the big prize know but the
consolation prize of a Crackerjack "Crackerjack" pencil, later
replaced by a pen, would prove to be a bigger prize than the
actual first prize. The original marbled effect pencils are as
rare as rocking horse poo.

In its heyday there was even a Christmas Crackerjack
"Crackerjack" annual which tied in nicely with the annual
Crackerjack "Crackerjack" Christmas panto which featured a
number of special guests including TOTP regulars Pans
People. If you though the weekly shows were loud the annual
panto was a riot.

In 1982 Crackerjack "Crackerjack" introduced gunge when
Stu "Ooh I could crush a grape" Francis would compete
against various celebs to avoid the grape, shampoo,
toothpaste, hair gel, fabric softener gunge in the tank. This of
course would send the already frantic audience into absolute
raptures and leave Stu and the celebs rushing off to the BBC
showers.

Crackerjack! "Crackerjack" was revived in 2020 with Mark
and Sam at the helm and with a new theme tune and
exclamation mark in its title. Another series is planned and
who knows we may have a new generation of Crackerjack!
"Crackerjack" fans.

Crackerjack "Crackerjack" was an important part of our
childhoods and although the format was often copied,
Tiswas and Noel's House Party being obvious examples of
the Crackerjack "Crackerjack" legacy, it remains a standalone
show. There are a number of videos on you tube that will
bring the memories flooding back but it is the comic genius
Glaze that always brings a smile to my face. I don't think I
can bring myself to watch the remake as the original holds
too many cherished memories.

It's Friday, its 5 to 5, it's Crackerjack "Crackerjack" now tell
me you didn't shout it out again.
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By Vince Shelly

Looker Letters
WASTING FOOD
June 1st. As a nation we are getting slightly better at not
wasting so much food, but still a long way to go! Some time
ago 30% of our bought food was wasted, now it is nearer to
20%. There was a TV programme on last night by Prue Leith,
famous cookery writer, and Dr Rupy Aujla “Cook clever and
Waste Less”. Prue said she was proud of her reputation as the
“left over queen” Nothing in her house is wasted. If you have
food left over from a meal, it can always be used again for
something else. It has nothing to do with your poverty or
wealth! It is an attitude of mind.
The mother on yesterday’s programme, was neurotic about
expiry dates. Totally unnecessary. Especially best before dates-
they are advisory only. A carrot, potato or bag of flour doesn’t
suddenly become toxic because you are a day or two past it’s
best before date! In fact I have often been caught out by dates
and finish up, unknowingly, eating food that is past it’s use by
date. We buy a big yogurt to put on our cereals, and have
sometimes found ourselves eating it, before we realise it is 2
days out of date. Not advisable, but we never seem to come to
any harm!
I once saw a humorous list of characteristics that defined you
as over 60! One was a cavalier attitude to expiry dates. They
only started about 35 years ago! Rates of food poisoning have
rocketed since, so we didn’t suffer for not having expiry dates.
Life was different, more women were at home cooking from
scratch, and shopped more often, but “food for thought”.
So plan your meals, even just roughly in your head, and always
have a shopping list. Don’t just wander around the supermarket
picking things up at random. Especially perishable things. You
can hoard tea etc when they are on special, but don’t buy
perishables on specials, if you know you aren’t going to use
them all.
It is also worth tipping hard things like apples and carrots, and
maybe peppers and tomatoes, out of their wrappers, so you
can see precisely what is in your salad crisper. Softer things
have to stay in their wrappers, berries and lettuce etc. That
way you won’t find a few mouldy carrots, or dried up peppers at
the back of everything. In this area the council provides us with
food waste bins, so if you have to waste food, please use your
food waste caddy, and don’t dump it, complete with wrappers,
in your main bin. I believe that if the council find you putting
food waste in your main bin, they can fine you.
One of the biggest waste culprits, apparently is bread. If you
have a processor, just turn it into breadcrumbs, and freeze, or
turn into a bread and butter pudding. Or toast it, cut it up into
croutons (small pieces), and put in a bag in freezer for the next
time you have soup. Or put it out for the birds! At least it is not
going into landfill, and making methane, a powerful greenhouse
gas, much more toxic than carbon dioxide.
Recipes to use up spare bread. Bread and butter pudding.
Grease an oven dish. Butter your bread and place in bottom of
dish. Sprinkle a layer of mixed dried baking fruit and a pinch of
mixed spice. Repeat this several times. The make a custard
with 2 eggs and half a pint of milk, (just mix them up) and pour
onto the dish, just covering bread. Cook in oven at 3-4 reg or
150dC until golden brown. Charlotte, a change from crumble
mixture. Use breadcrumbs instead of flour, and suet instead of
fat, and mix together. Add brown sugar. As for quantities. Just
use half as much suet and sugar as breadcrumbs, and it should
work out ok.
When you do take the trouble to cook. It is worth doing a big
batch, and freeze enough for another day or put in the fridge for
tomorrow. Sometimes with children, it is hard to not waste
anything, but try serving from the middle of the table, and let
the family, including children, help themselves. Make it known
that you expect them to eat anything they put on their plates!
There are over 2 million people in UK being fed by food banks,
so it seems a great shame that so much bought food is wasted.
So worth really thinking through the way you shop and manage
your kitchen. And of course save money.

BUDGETING TIPS



So summer has suddenly arrived! Make sure anything newly
planted and your pots are well watered. Lots of local soils
are very light, and will show signs of dryness, very soon,
despite the wettest May on record. If you have bought or
planted up hanging baskets, they will need watering, at least
once a day, if not twice. With the smaller amount of compost,
it will dry out quickly. Even if it rains, hanging close to the
house, they need watering. The rain may not reach them
especially if you have an eaves overhang. There are gradual
feeding systems, which may be worth trying, especially if you
are going away. If you have a good friend, you can take
baskets down, and ask friend to water them. It is easier if
they are on the ground. Also worth feeding them at least
once a month.

If you have had a lot of spring bulbs, they are probably
looking very scruffy now they are going over. But they can be
tied down, just straighten a bunch of leaves, and make a
rough knots with your hands. Monty Don will tell you not to
do it, but most of us haven’t the luxury of space, and need to
plant other things! Don’t cut them off, the leaves need to die
naturally to feed the goodness back into the bulb. The only
exception is if they are naturalised in the lawn, you have
probably had to mow over them to keep the lawn tidy.

Weeding will be a big job now, just keep up with it as best
you can. Our weeding is very behind. I’m sure if you had the
time you could watch them grow!! But don’t get hung up
about it. And the environment people are telling us, we need
to be less tidy for the sake of all the critters and plants we
share the planet with!

If you have inherited a garden, you are probably getting
some pleasant surprises, finding perennials and shrubs,
springing into life and colour. Look them up in a book, and
make a note of what they are and where, so that if you do
want to make big changes, you know what is there. It will
also inform what is happy in your garden, and any decisions
you want to make.

Most of all enjoy your garden, and no matter how small, you
can probably make room for a simple BBQ. The charcoal
burning ones on a wheeled stand are good, cheap but easily
moved around, and usually come with a cover to keep the
wind off, and a rack for your tools and a metal tray to put
your food on when it is cooked. Don’t feel you have to get
into debt to buy a lot of fancy outdoor furniture. You will get
just as much fun from fold up and plastic chairs and a plastic
table, if you are just starting out in the “equipping your
garden” world. A simple round sun umbrella will probably be
appreciated. They can be tilted to face the sun, and most
outdoor tables, have a hole in the middle to put the pole
through. AND NOW FOR THE VEGETABLES

As we move well into June, much of the seed-sowing is over
and looking after your veg. takes most of the time. You can
continue to sow salad crops in succession, but I find that
once June is over the germination rate falls and crops
become less prolific.

If you have brassica plants such as cabbage, Brussels and
broccoli, the big enemies as summer progresses are pigeons
and caterpillars. If you have the time and resources, a good
plan is to cover these crops with netting, but the snag is that
as the plants grow taller, you have to adjust the height of the
netting. Even when plants reach maturity, they are still prone
to attack. I have memories of returning from summer
holidays towards the end of August to find a wonderful array
of lace patterns which would credit the most skilled
lacemaker! After a snowfall one January I went out to find
that pigeons had demolished my plants to the level of the
snow! The delights of growing your own!

As tomatoes grow taller, you must stake them up or support

with strings, otherwise they bend over and in a matter of
days they resemble the U-bend under the kitchen sink.
Likewise with broad beans. This year looks to be a good
year for broad beans with heavy cropping thanks to the
tireless work of our bumble bees. Sadly, honey bees in our
garden seem in short supply again. If you have plum trees,
you should be able to spot tiny little plums forming on the
end of the blossom. These seem a favourite food of pigeons
and we have had to cover as much of the tree as possible
with black netting to protect them.

As crops mature, a good feed with liquid plant food is a good
idea. There are various kinds available, including liquid
seaweed. As tiny tomatoes form, feed regularly with tomorite
or similar, especially if they are in growbags or pots. Don’t
forget to pinch out side shoots.

As always, weeds
are rampant at
this time of year,
so hoeing and
hand-weeding is
essential.

Don’t forget to
earth up potatoes
as they develop,
as exposed
potatoes turn
green and are poisonous.

Thin out root crops to give a good growing space, and
beetroot seedlings are tasty on salads.

Try to disturb carrot seedlings as little as possible, as their
enemy the carrot fly is always lurking to lay its eggs. Their
sense of smell is said to be phenomenal!

Happy gardening!

Basic GardeningTips
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By Michael Gooch
Not All Angels Are Good
For You
Jan Holben

This last year has been strange to say the least – but for
some of us it has allowed to discover or rediscover the
outdoors and nature. Before Covid kicked off I was getting a
real interest in fungi/mushrooms – mostly due to a walking
through forests in Belgium where there were mushrooms
popping up all over the place – it was like mushroom
heaven.
The first ones I found looked very much like mushrooms you
buy in the shops and I was looking forward to having some
freshly picked for breakfast – but I thought first to check with
a guy I call my ‘mushroom friend’ (also known as Justin). I
sent a picture of the cluster of lovely white mushrooms
saying ‘lookee what I found’ - and after a few minutes he
replied with: “I hope you are not planning on eating those –
they look very much like ‘destroying angel’.
If you haven’t guessed
‘destroying angel’
mushrooms are toxic. In
fact they are described
online as “DEADLY. The
name “Destroying Angel”
is well deserved.
Symptoms of poisoning
often don't appear until
6–24 hours after eating,
and include vomiting,
diarrhea, and cramps.
Later, kidney or liver
dysfunction occurs and
can lead to death”. So –
no breakfast mushrooms
then...and lesson
learned. My interest in
mushrooms is still very
real but I look for them
now to identify them only – and not to eat them.
I do have a garden too, its a steeply terraced garden (not
unusual for Sandgate), but my interest is also captured by
community gardens. There is just something very special
about people working together on the land which I find so
very humbling. Growing fruit and vegetables for your family
is an act of love – but our community gardens go several
steps further. They set up small gardens all over the place
and they grow herbs and plants for anybody who wants to
pick them.
There is an urban alleyway a few minutes from my door, a
narrow footpath down to a lower road – and at the bottom of
the pathway, there it is another little community garden
growing parsley, chives and other herbs – just for anyone to
pick as they pass by. There are other tiny community
gardens in various places – and I think that's pretty
wonderful. If you want to find out more about the community
gardens across the district, and where the various
allotments and farmers markets are to be found as well as
beekeeper news – checkout www.growshepway.uk and
perhaps you will feel inspired to start to growing your own.
Just be VERY careful about mushroom picking and never
eat anything without checking and double checking.

2021 PLANT SALE IN AID OF
THE OLD SCHOOL

As with so many fundraising events this year, the Trustees
of the Old School in New Romney had to rethink their plans
for the annual Plant Sale. In view of the covid restrictions
we decided to hold a socially distanced event in various
driveways around the town and despite the rather damp
weather managed to raise over £1600. Thank you to
everybody who came along to support us and buy - all
monies raised will go towards the upkeep of the Old
School.

The cold spring meant that plants and cuttings needed
careful nurturing by our growers preparing plants for us to
sell. We were overwhelmed by the variety and profusion of
garden, indoor and vegetable plants that arrived with us
and would like to thank all those who spent the dull, dark
and wet winter and spring encouraging their specimens to
grow. And grow they did! They looked wonderful.

Not only did we sell plants and garden bric-a brac but also
cakes, sausage rolls, cookies, flapjacks and fudge! Thanks
to all our produce makers- everything looked and tasted
delicious.

We missed the social gathering and full range of
refreshments that the Plant Sale held at the Old School
offers, but hopefully next year things will be back to normal
and the sun will shine too. Meanwhile enjoy the summer
and your colourful, blooming gardens.
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Marsh Memories
‘Local Defence
Volunteers’ on
theMarsh in
WorldWar Two
In May 1940, Anthony Eden the Minister
of War, broadcast to the nation seeking
volunteers to help guard their districts
against a possible German invasion. As
a result, Captain Morton, the local
Drainage Board Engineer, went around
the Marsh looking for volunteers to man
various church towers for observation
purposes. Soon afterwards, most of the
church towers were manned every night
from just before dusk to just after dawn.
This continued until September but no
weapons were ever taken to the towers
during this time.
By September, the title of Local Defence
Volunteers had been changed to the
Home Guard. The Marsh was then
organised into a platoon of four sections
based at New Romney, Lydd, Brenzett
and Dymchurch. Later, the Marsh
platoon became a Company under
Captain Morton and the four sections
became squads with weapons etc.
made available. Because of its
geographical location, Romney Marsh
had a priority with weapons. At this time
it was difficult for the Marsh to be
defended as the coastline was too long
for the troops available. It had been
decided that the Royal Military Canal
would be the first line of defence and
some of the Canal bridges were
demolished and the rest had explosive
charges in place.
Whilst the LDV and the Home Guard
were being set up, another organisation
on Romney Marsh was also being
formed. A Captain Fleming was sent
into the area to find places and men
who would hide while the enemy were
striking inland, and to come out at night
and sabotage stores, fuel vehicles and
aircraft etc. These stay behind groups
were called Auxiliary Units and there
were three of them on the Marsh.
This ‘Secret Army’ as it was known was
to act offensively on the flanks and in
the rear of any enemy troops who may
have obtained a foothold on the Marsh.
They were equipped with rifles and
grenades and had enough food for

about 14 days.
Secret
underground
bunkers and
observation
posts were built,
ready for the
men to
disappear down
into when the
Germans
invaded. A local
landowner,
Captain Allnatt,
was asked to
form the groups
and each patrol
had a code
name. There
was ‘Mushroom’
at Snargate,
‘Truffle’ near New Romney and
‘Toadstool’ near Dymchurch. There
were between six and ten men in each
group.
My father was a member of the ‘Truffle’
Patrol. Their operational base was
located just outside New Romney, to the
west of the Old Romney Lane and about
½ mile south of the ruins of Hope
Church. The bunkers were made of
reinforced concrete and lined with
bitumen and were virtually invisible from
above the ground. Also in the group
were Ted Bolton, Frank Carey, Percy

Clark, Ray Fagg, Jack Lancaster,
Gordon Prior and Charlie Veness. None
of those joining knew what they had let
themselves in for until they had read
and signed a copy of the Official Secrets
Act.
For the rest of the war, they went about
their daily lives without their wives,
families or neighbours knowing what
they were up to when the sun went
down and the moon rose. When it was
all over, no official recognition could be
given and many took their secret with
them to the grave.

Church Round-Up
By June Gooch
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Acts of worship in the churches are
gradually opening up more, although
they are still bound by all the rules and
restrictions about indoor gatherings,
masks, social distancing, and hand
hygiene, and limited movement. This
only applies to acts of worship, wedding
and funerals, we will have to wait for
news of all the other activities that take
place in churches. There are worries
about the Indian variant, and the
possibility that the promised total
relaxation in June may take a bit longer.

Individual churches, will differ in what
they can offer, so do keep an eye on
your own church’s notices and
announcements.

Nearly all the local churches are in
financial difficulties. If you normally give
to a church, they would be grateful if you
continued with your contribution
regularly.

Brookland. St
Augustine.
The next service will be an evensong on
Sunday June 13th at 6.30pm.

Greatstone, St Peter.
Weekly services have recommenced at
10.30am each Sunday.

Lydd, All Saints.
Weekly services have recommenced, at
10.30am each Sunday.

Stepping out in faith, the church has
organised a Summer Fete and Teddy
Bear parachute jump on Saturday,
August 7th. This of course will be subject
to the regulations in operation at the
time, but everyone is looking forward to
some normality and the chance to
socialise and raise money for the
church!

New Romney, St
Nicholas.
Services each week at 10.30am.

Romney Marsh
Community Church.
North Street, NR.

Services continue on Sundays at
10.30am. Because of limited numbers,
booking is essential. Ring church office
on 01797 366855 to secure a place. The
recorded YouTube service is still going
ahead, for those who cannot attend the
church building. The service in the
building is part recorded service, with
some live prayers and the pastor has
just started preaching a sermon in
person, but the same one that is on the
recorded service.

If you need any help or support, or just
someone to talk to, please ring the
church number, and the church will
endeavour to help you, being in touch
with many agencies.

Food bank- see below for details.

Snargate, St Dunstans
The next service will be on June 13th at
9am, and will be the usual communion
service. All are welcome.

Food Banks.
These are continuing as before, but with
a delivery only service. If you are
struggling to feed yourself or your family
(and it applies to single people and
couples, not just people with children)
RING DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager,
on 07913 573403, to explain your
problem. The food will be delivered to
your home. You can have 3 days supply
of dried and tinned food, and help in
other ways, if your problems need to be
referred to another agency.

If you cannot get through on that
number, ring the RMCC number 01797
366855, during weekday mornings, or
Rev Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345.
Ring before 11am on the day of the food
bank, which is Tuesdays in New
Romney, from 5.30pm-7pm and Fridays
in Lydd.

Demand is high at present, and although
all dried and tinned food is welcome,
they are short of Long life milk and fruit
juice, tinned ham, jams and spreads and
toothpaste. They do not need tinned
soup, pasta or baked beans. There is
plenty of stock of these items. There is
also a scheme for donations to cover
needed food items. Go to the website

www.shepway.foodbank.org.uk to
donate.

Church chuckle.
The Bishop of Dorking invited some
friends to dinner. On the day the friends
realised they didn’t have his number to
check final details. So they rang
directory inquiries. After asking for the
number of the Bishop of Dorking, the
operator said “Is that a pub?”

Wit and Wisdom.
“You have brains in your head,

You have feet in your shoes,

You can steer yourself,

Any direction you choose”

“Oh the places you’ll go” children’s book
by Dr Seuss.

LISTEN TO

SHORELINE
FM

broadcasting
across the
district
100.2 FM

-24 hours a day.
It's easy listening all the way and
includes great specialist music like
9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop Morning

12 noon - Sweet Delights
2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy Listening
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic Country

4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll
5 p.m. - Drive-time

6 p.m. - Soul & Motown

7 p.m. - Country10 p.m. -
Dreamland
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David Wimble and Steve Ross getting ready for the sports show

Park & Ride Pilot
for Folkestone
Folkestone & Hythe District Council are
piloting a park and ride service in
Folkestone this summer.

The service – which will be operated by
Stagecoach – will run from the Motis
Business Centre in Cheriton near J12 of
the M20, CT19 4 QJ. Users can enjoy
hassle free parking paying just £5 per
car to park all day. Shuttle buses will
run every 30 minutes between 9am and
6pm to Folkestone Harbour via
Folkestone Central Station. The park
and ride service will operate every
weekend until October and daily during
the summer holidays.

This park and ride service is a pilot to
assess demand and help alleviate
parking congestion in the harbour area
during the summer months. The
service has been made possible by
Welcome Back funding from
government.

A council spokesperson said: “We are
expecting a high number of visitors this
summer which should be great for our
local businesses but the influx of
additional cars has caused issues in
the past down in the harbour and

coastal park area where parking is
limited.

“By piloting this park and ride service
we hope both visitors and residents will
benefit from easier parking and fewer
cars in the traditionally busy areas. The
shuttle buses will also stop at
Folkestone Central station providing a
new important transport link between
the station and harbour area.”

Setting up a park and ride service is just
one of the many things that the council
is doing to help ease the impact of
increased visitor numbers this summer.
Following on from successful

interventions last summer, barbecues at
the Coastal Park will remain banned
and the Coastal Park car park will
continue to close at 8pm to discourage
anti-social behaviour.

Other actions include putting out more
bins than ever, encouraging people to
take their litter home and stepping up
the number of environmental
enforcement officers on patrol.

For more information about the park
and ride service please visit folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk/parkandride


