
By David Wimble

With the news officially announced
that Dungeness B Power station will
be decommissioned 7 years before
it was due to close, people have
been asking the question… Is this
the end of power generation at
Dungeness?
A press release issued recently
stated that: “EDF has decided today
to move Dungeness B nuclear
power station in Kent into the
defuelling phase with immediate
effect.”
For many people who have been
working at the site, this came as no
surprise.

Since September 2018 the station
has been in an extended

maintenance outage in which the
station had undergone what the
statement described as ‘managing a
range of unique, significant and
ongoing technical challenges’.
Dungeness is one of six AGR power
stations and the defects are
believed to be unique to this site.
The statement continued : “Although
many have been overcome, new
detailed analysis has further
highlighted additional station-
specific risks within some key
components, including parts within
the fuel assemblies.
As a result, EDF has taken a
decision not to restart the plant but
to move it into the defuelling stage.
The final generation of electricity in
2018 means the plant ran for 10
years longer than its original design

life, and in line with expectations
when it was acquired by EDF in
2009.”

The station along with Dungeness A
have a huge legacy on the Romney
Marsh and surrounding district for
creating thousands of jobs over the
past 60 years. The EDF statement
focused on some of the key points
of the stations life citing: “Since the
station came online in 1983,
Dungeness B has generated
enough low carbon energy to meet
the needs of every home in Kent for
more than 50 years. The station has
also helped the UK avoid the
emission of almost 50m tonnes of
carbon dioxide and contributed more
than £1bn into the Kent economy.”
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Keepers
shoot
escaped
Waterbuck
from Zoo
Wildlife
Animal Park
A Waterbuck was shot and
killed after escaping from Port
Lympne Wild Animal Reserve
near Hythe.

Two waterbucks escaped their
enclosure at Port Lympne wild
animal Park last Saturday,
leaving estate wardens no
choice but to have to shoot
them, in the interest of public
safety.

Local Election Results
With the passing of Chris Dean
the County Election for Elham
was postponed until the 17th of
June along with by-election for
Hythe Town Council and Lydd
Town Council. This resulted
after two councillors Tamsin
Hendrick (Hythe) and Ian
Dimmock (Lydd) resigned.

Susan Carey of the
Conservative Party held on
to her seat with 1809 votes.

Gordon Cowan, Labour Party
247 votes, Joe Egerton (Ind)
221 votes, Douglas Wade,
Green Party 1335 votes.
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Construction began at Dungeness B in
1967. It was to be the first of a new wave of
UK nuclear power stations and has a design
not copied anywhere else in the UK fleet.
The plant connected to the electricity grid in
1983. The original design life was 2008 and
this was extended following investment in
the plant at that time and subsequently. In
2016 Dungeness had its best ever year,
generating enough energy to meet the
needs of some 2 million homes.

John Benn, Station Director at Dungeness B
told The Looker: “This power station has
been a cornerstone of life in Kent for
decades. It is a very special place and the
team has a real sense of family – we are
part of the community. EDF has had to make
a hard decision – but it is the right one. It
gives our teams, our community and our
business a clear understanding of the future.
I’m enormously proud of everything the team
at Dungeness has achieved. Our low-carbon
electricity has helped Britain over the past
four decades and we have provided this part
of Kent with vital jobs for generations. This
marks the beginning of the next chapter in
this station’s story. We will now plan the
defuelling operations, a job we expect will

take several years, and one that provides
ongoing opportunities for our staff and their
specialist skills.”
Now that the decision has been made
defueling is the first stage of
decommissioning a nuclear power station
and a process which involves continued use
of EDF’s experienced teams, and specialist
supply chain companies, preserving an
important source of jobs in Kent and the
surrounding area.
But the big question is, will we get another
power station for the district.
Looker editor David Wimble said: “The
potential loss of the power station, will be a
massive blow to our economy, which has
been estimated as around £30 million
pounds a year. The power station has
become e way of life for people of the Marsh
and I know that the District Council has been
fighting for a new C station and in time
possibly a D station as well. These would be
in the form of smaller modular reactors that
could be installed on the existing sites.”
Dungeness A is already well into its
decommissioning, with much of the station
already stripped, with a major piece of work
soon to be undertaken, when the 4 huge
boilers are removed. It is a site that several
companies have shown an interest in
supplying nuclear modular reactors, which
could be reasonably quick to install and start
generating power.
Although controversial, Nuclear power is a
quick win in the national ‘Generation Game’
with solar arrays taking up both a lot of
space and not very effective along with Wind
Turbines that have a limited operating
window.
The other plus side of a traditional power
station is that they are huge employers
within the community. Darren Betts posted
on social media: “We really do need another
power station at Dungeness, the country is
demanding more and more power and the

‘Green Energy’ is just not sustainable long
term and will not meet demands. People talk
about the nuclear legacy of the waste
product, but it is minute compared to the
carbon footprint of operating Gas or Oil, fired
stations.”
Some people were not aware of how a
nuclear power station worked. So, The
Looker explained.
A power station makes electricity in a time-
honoured way of Turbines, which revolve
and generate electricity, no matter what kind
of power station, we talk about, that remains
the constant, the turbines use steam and
that needs to be made very efficiently. In the
past, power stations have made steam using
different types of heat source’s including
Coal, Oil or Gas. Nuclear energy is simply a
way of generating a heat source to generate
steam. The Downside of this process is a
highly toxic radioactive bi product, in the
form of contaminated fuel rods. These have
previously been sent for processing at
Sellafield, in Cumbria and then stored.
A around 8 years ago the Marsh was
considered as a possible site for
decommissioned fuel store, with an
underground facility (underneath the English
Channel). At the time this was put to the
local residents, the initial response was that
this was not what the district really wanted,
but a new station was the top priority.
With the announcement of the impending
decommissioning of Dungeness plant, fears
of initial job losses were dispelled, with the
reality of two power stations being
decommissioned meaning that if anything,
the job prospects at both sites over the next
20 years will actually increase, with many
more jobs created in the decommissioning.
What do you think of having a Dungeness C
station, that would help fulfil the shortfallin
the UK power demands?
Let us know your views?
Email: david@thelooker.co.uk

The two adult animals – a descendent from
the antelope, found widely in sub-Saharan
Africa – escaped from their enclosure, then
got onto a public footpath.

A witness was reported to say: "My family
and I were walking the Hythe loop when we
saw keepers with tranquilliser guns; we were
stopped and told to go back. We heard three
gunshots and were told several different
stories by different members of staff, then
we were told that they had to kill the animals
and not to go one way cause it would be
upsetting to children."

A spokesman for Port Lympne Hotel &
Reserve said the decision to euthanise the
animals had to be made in the interest of
public safety. Stating: "Late on Saturday
afternoon, two waterbuck escaped from their
enclosure and managed to access a public
footpath, After concerted attempts to get the
animals back into their enclosure, it was
deemed that, as a category one animal, they
could become a danger to the public and the
decision to euthanise them was made. All of
the necessary authorities have been kept
fully informed and an internal investigation
will take place in due course."

New Critical
Care Unit takes
shape at
William Harvey
Hospital
For many years The Looker has been
reporting on our local health care within
our district.
We have had reports of the possibility
William Harvey losing its Accident and
Emergency status, so we wanted to
share with you the latest news of a
multi-million pound investment in our
local hospital.

Some of our sickest patients will benefit
from a brand new, state of the art
critical care unit currently being built at
William Harvey Hospital.

The new two-storey, 24 bed unit, is
currently being built next to the
Kennington and Richard Stevens

wards, thanks to a successful bid to
secure £14 million national NHS
investment.

The foundations and steel frame are
now in place, following months of hard
work by the build team to prepare the
ground.

Sections of the new unit, currently
being built in Hull, will start being
craned into position later this month.

Jane Kirk Smith, Critical Care Matron
at William Harvey Hospital says: “After
months of planning it’s so exciting to
see our new unit taking shape. We’re
working really hard behind the scenes
to get everything ready for the new unit
to open this autumn.

"Thanks to the many teams involved,
helping us improve the experience and
facilities for our patients, their loved
ones and our staff.”

Dr Mark Snazelle, the Trust’s lead
doctor for Critical Care says: “This new
unit will be a welcome boost for our
team and ensure that we have the best
possible environment to care for our
most critically ill patients.”

HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL

Anita Jones, Green Party
552 votes

Paul Bingham, Labour Party
47 votes

Jack Morgan, Conservative
Party, 468 votes

LYDD TOWN COUNCIL

Kerry Manahan, (Ind)
283 votes

Penny Karassek, (Ind)
233 votes

Tony Cooper, Labour Party
110 votes

Station Director: John Benn
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Coxswain Stuart Adams

Mystery as local
landmark goes up in
flames
Dungeness has long been a great place to take photographs, with the
house formally owned by Derek Jarman being described as one of the
most photographed private homes in Britain. This is followed by other
tourist delights, such as the old and new lighthouses and The Romney
Hythe and Dymchurch Railway. And of course lets not forget the reason
that the Dungeness was first famous for, its fishing fleet.

Last week a ‘mystery fire’ caused the destruction of a much-loved local
landmark. Kent Fire and Rescue Service were called to the beach on
reports that a boat was alight.

In a statement KF&R said: ‘Two fire engines were sent to the scene
and crews used hose reel jets and drag rakes to put out the fire. No

casualties were reported and the cause is not known. Crews left the
beach at 5.30 pm.’

The boat was a favourite for many local photographers and was a
particular favourite for night time photography, with a nice clear
backdrop of beach and a clear skyline

Photographer Susan
Pilcher said: I was
very sad to hear of the
demise of the boat, it
has formed a large
part of my night time
photo missions and
was always the first
port of call for the
Milky Way early in the
season at 4 am in
March every year.

I photographed it on
my first astro session
in October 2016 and revisited many many times since, both day and
night over the years.

Not only have we lost an icon on the Dungeness horizon which we all
held dear, the Prebble family have lost a part of their family history
which can now only be seen in the many photos taken of ‘Ian & Tina’
taken by us all over the years when she was ‘resting’ at Dungeness.”

Steve Luckhurst from Folkestone also told The Looker: “I love coming
to Dungeness, it really is quite surreal, and as someone who has made
a living out of being a commercial photographer, I love to come down
and get away from the day job and take photos for fun. I have probably
taken over 100 pictures of the boat over the years and still use the old-
fashioned methods of developing the pictures. One of the shots that
won my Kodak award was a long exposure with the boat lit up by the
starlight and the night sky a blur with a swirling mass of stars. It is
devastating that the boat has been wrecked!”

There has not been any mention as to what could have caused the fire,
but local people took to social media and assumed that it could have
been deliberately set alight, with others stating that with the intense
sunshine, it could have been set alight by a stray glass bottle acting as
an ignition source.

Photo: Susan Pilcher

Photo: Susan Pilcher

Photo: Steve Luckhurst

JonWilson
gets a gong
from the
Palace
A British Empire Medal has been
awarded in Queen’s Birthday
Honours to Romney Marsh
Community Hub CEO, Jon
Wilson,

The British Empire Medal is
awarded for extraordinary
service to the community,
recognising individuals who
have gone above and beyond to
support those in their local area.

Jon Wilson said,
“It is an honour to be recognised
for my work for this special
charity that I feel privileged to be
part of, but this award is really
for every member of the Hub’s
team and our volunteers, for
everyone who has worked
tirelessly to support the needs of
our community in these
challenging times.”

Karen Leader is the Hub’s Chair
of Trustees and she said,

“Jon can be immensely proud of
how he has led the team
throughout the pandemic. He
has made a real difference to the
lives of so many, and the whole
community of the Romney
Marsh has benefited greatly
from his dedication to the cause.
Jon has led with tenacity and
enthusiasm, and his
collaborative approach has
resulted in many successful
partnerships, which will only
benefit the community long-term.
We are lucky to have Jon – with
him at the helm, our future is
bright.”

In the past 12+ months, the
Romney Marsh Community
Hub’s focus has been to provide
vital support to those required to
shield during the first national
lockdown, as well as help
hundreds of vulnerable people
within the wider community
throughout the continuing
pandemic. Looking to the future,
the Hub, which is based in New
Romney, will be supporting the
health and wellbeing for those
aged over 50 across the Marsh.
As well as social programmes
from the centre, the Hub will
offer exercise and health classes
and clinics, and an outreach
service for meals.

LISTEN TO

SHORELINE FM
broadcasting across

the district
100.2 FM

- 24 hours a day
It's easy listening all the way
and includes great specialist

music like:

9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop
Morning

12 noon - Sweet Delights
2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy Listening
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic Country

4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll
5 p.m. - Drive-time

6 p.m. - Soul & Motown
7 p.m. - Country

10 p.m. - Dreamland

COMING SOON THE LOOKER
WEEKLY NEWS ROUND UP
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Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.com

Nitrous Oxide problem . .
not to be sniffed at!

By David Wimble

They are small, silver, metallic and
cylindrical - and increasingly can be found almost anywhere.
But their innocent appearance belies the potentially dangerous
contents, and their ubiquity has prompted concern amongst
law-enforcers.
Police said that, although the canisters had been spotted for
some years, they have witnessed a recent increase in their
number across Kent and in particular seaside resorts,
particularly in areas where young people are known to meet
and congregate.

Last week large amounts of the canisters were reported in
beach car parks and also in Lydd on the Rype, worryingly near
the children’s play area.

Before use, they contain nitrous oxide, more commonly known
as laughing gas, but also referred to as whippits, chargers,
hippy crack, balloons, noz or nos, and people use them to feel
a 'high'. Officers have reported them becoming a common site
for officers patrolling parks and open spaces, prompting a
warning across our district, for parents to be vigilant for signs
children might be purchasing the substance online.

When The Looker
went to take photos
of the latest stack of
bottles, we asked a
local police
Community Support
Officer about the
problem, she said:
“The apparent rise
in the use of nitrous
oxide is worrying,
particularly with
young people now
spending increasing
amounts of time
together following
the easing of
lockdown
restrictions. People
may believe that
because this gas is
widely available and
easily purchased,
that it is harmless.

"However, inhaling nitrous oxide can be dangerous and can
lead to loss of blood pressure, heart attack, unconsciousness
and can ultimately lead to death".

Empty canisters of nitrous oxide and cans of alcohol found
dumped on the beach last year and disgaurded in gardens
following the illegal beach gathering, during lockdown. But
there have been many more such sightings recently,
according to police.

There are a host of risks associated with inhaling nitrous
oxide, including dizziness, while heavy regular use can lead to
a deficiency of vitamin B12 and to a form of anaemia. Severe
B12 deficiency can lead to serious nerve damage, causing
tingling and numbness in the fingers and toes, which can
become very painful and make walking difficult.

Regular use can also stop white blood cells forming properly. It
can also be hard to judge the amount to use safely, leading to
the risk of fainting, or becoming susceptible to having an
accident. They can also lead to death.

The police officer who spoke to The Looker said: “I’m asking
our young people to really think about their actions and the
possible consequences it could have. Please ask yourself if
the risk of inhaling this substance is really worth the few
seconds of feeling high? I’m also asking parents to be vigilant

for the signs of nitrous oxide and speak to their young people
about the risks associated with it.

"As mentioned, the gas is sold in small silver canisters and is
usually inhaled through a balloon. So if you have seen
paraphernalia in your home which matches these descriptions,
please have a conversation and ensure your child is safe"

Anyone witnessing activity suspected to involve nitrous oxide
is urged to report it to police on 101 so officers can visit the
area.

Sandgate Safari;
Sandgate was
Buzzing!

Jan Holben
This is just some of the feedback we have
received from our “Stratospheric” Sandgate
Safari on Saturday! “Best community day
ever”, “Met new neighbours for the first
time”, “This HAS to be an annual event”,
“Haven’t seen so many happy faces for a
long, long time” and “Sandgate is
BUZZING!”
The publicity generated by social media
brought visitors from the Marsh, Ashford,
Dover – and even a family who came from
Brixton on the train (and how they got it all
home we will never know, but they say they
would like to come every year!).
This sale raised around £500 for the
Society, as well as lot of money from other
stallholders for charities such as the MS
Society, British Heart Foundation to name
but two.

There were 40 stalls in the end, mostly
reporting at least a 75% sale of treasures.
The pubs and coffee shops were queuing
as happy shoppers refreshed themselves
in-between bargain hunting, and we would
especially like to thank The Providence
Inne who were very helpful to us as our
stall expanded and the throng of visitors
spilled out over their forecourt!

We would like to give a massive thank you
to Gemma Adams who organised this event
from the start and even attempted to walk
round all the stalls on the day (and bag
herself a new bike at the same time!).
Gemma and Guy Valentine-Guy set
themselves a very high bar with the
technical compilation of the interactive map
as well as the physical one.
This event was the idea of our member
Amanda Mason – thank you Amanda,
inspired!
We would also like to thank the rest of the
Events Team (Liz, Giles, Amanda and Vicki)
for hours of sorting, pricing and
cataloguing. Without this back up, the
Event would not have been such an
incredible success.

Three things to consider – firstly, we listen
to our members, so if you have an idea for
an event, please let us know. And secondly,
if we hold it next year and you are on the
outskirts of our village please let us know
and we can ask permission from shops to
allow you a High Street stall. And lastly, if
you are thinking of throwing something out,
think again as there is always next year!

Final thank you to all our members for
supporting this inaugural event and we
hope to see you at our next event, the
summer picnic, details to be confirmed as
soon as we can confirm a date. If you want
to find out more about the Sandgate
Society and what it does – check out:
https://sandgatesociety.com



Summer is really upon us now, you can tell as our coastal car
parks are overflowing with visitors. Most of these guests to our
lovely district are very respectful and clean up after
themselves.
Now I am not going to go into a rant for the obvious reason
that visitors to the district help make up a large proportion to
our district economy and I certainly see a big uptake in
spending in The Looker Sweet Shop, when the sun shines.

One thing I am going to rant about though are the mindless
morons, who park on pavements and double yellow lines.
Having witnessed what was potentially a nasty accident
through Dymchurch on Sunday, when a lady in a disability
scooter could not use the footpath because cars were parked
on it, which subsequently resulted in her tumbling off the
pavement straight into the oncoming traffic, she managed to
get out of the buggy, just as a car hit it!

I have contacted the local Traffic Enforcement teams and
asked that a clampdown on illegal parking is undertaken.
The problem is that the penalty is often cheaper than you
would pay for a day’s parking in an NCP Car park in London.
Perhaps if the council started clamping cars with a £200
release fee, it may make them think twice.

I am currently watching the brand new GB News channel
whilst writing the paper. It certainly has had a few teething
problems, mainly with sound and studio sets lighting etc.
But it really is refreshing to have a ‘none politically biased’
news feed.

I was always proud that wherever I used to travel around the
world and people asked where I came from, as soon as I said
Great Britain, people would always comment on the BBC and
how much people respected the news as it was trusted. I really
don’t think that could be said today. In fact I often listen or
watch Al Jazeera, as they just report the news and let you
make up your own mind.

I think Lord Reith must be turning in his grave at the moment,
his vision of the BBC was always ‘Inform, Educate and
Entertain’. News reporters were just that, report on what has
happened, not to then push their opinion on the viewer.

I also have the same issues with BBC Radio. I have recently
stood down from the BBC Radio Listener Panel, where I would
attend 4 meetings a year to discuss output on radio 2 and
radio 4.
My main complaint being that the once great radio output was
being dumbed down to the lowest common denominator and
that now the only thing that was important was so called
‘celebrity’ by putting a TV personality like Claudia Winkleman
(apparently she is a personality, certainly gets paid nearly
£400,000 a year for 48 two hour shows?) on a prime time
radio, instead of promoting a great DJ from within the
institution, who may have been doing the job for years and
knows about the music that they play.

So for me, GB News is a breath of fresh air and I wish it well.
I may have to turn it off now though as they are running a story
about councils being under attack to fly union jacks, as it may
offend people!

I don’t think you need me to tell you my point of view on that,
other than yes I agree in free speech, but this is madness (I
pity the person who requests that I take down the Union Jack
flown from our shop!)

Enjoy the sunshine,
David.
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Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 277 Tourist parking

habits could
cause serious
accident
With the
summer
sun making
the districts
beaches
the place
to go.
Thousands
flocked to
our resort’s
beaches.
This is seen as one of the plus effects of
the covid 19 pandemic, with more and
more people being forced to take
‘staycations.
But with the increase in visitor numbers,
comes the demand on the districts car
parks. Many were already full by 9am last
Sunday (13th) with people ‘parking’ their
cars across the pavements in Dymchurch
and also showing no regard for the
double yellow lines along our coast
roads.
Calls have been made for the council to
have a zero tolerance to the people who
blatantly flaunt the rules.

The problem was highlighted when one
local person was trying to negotiate the
cars in Dymchurch and could not safely
move along the pavement. This ended
up in her mobility scooter falling over the
kerb into the road. Luckily the lady (who
asked us not to name her) got out of the
buggy, before it was then hit by an
oncoming car, who failed to stop.
As holiday makers and locals came to
the aid of the lady another child had a
near miss as he ran out between two
parked cars.

Although the district depends on tourism
to boost its economy, what price must
we pay? When ambulances and
emergency vehicles cannot negotiate
the traffic.
The problem is only going to get worse
as we get to the school holidays.
The Looker has spoken to a number of
coast residents who are asking the
council to step up the enforcement of
illegal parkers.

Matt Phillips said: “These people who
come down for the day have no regard
for the people who live here. For them a
parking ticket is less hassle than finding
somewhere to park legally and safely.
This is not a new problem; it happens
every year but with more and more
people staying in the UK this year. It’s
only going to get worse!”

Therese Plummer said on facebook: “I
think as soon as the sun comes out,
these people who would normally lead a
very normal and sensible life, have
some kind of brain fade. This woman
parked half way across my drive so I
could not get out! When I called out to
her to move the car, she told me to ‘F’
off. She parked right across my drive
and blocked the pavement. I was hoping
to see that she had a parking ticket, but
she did not. I called 101 and reported
her to the police, but nothing was done.
If I had to get to hospital, how was I
supposed to even leave my own house!”

A spokesperson for Folkestone and
Hythe District Council said: “Parking in
all coastal towns is always a problem in
the summer months. The council works
hard with its parking enforcement team
to minimise any disruption to all
residents and visitors. Unfortunately,
some people decide to park
irresponsibly showing disregard for
pedestrians, wheelchair users and other
road users.

“The enforcement teams cover all areas
of the district but cannot be everywhere
at once. Where we are aware of
ongoing issues we will concentrate
resources on these areas and try to
resolve the problems. The council has
just set up a pilot park and ride scheme
in Folkestone to try and alleviate parking
pressures in the town and the harbour
areas.”
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

This week EDF energy has announced that they will not
be resuming electricity generation at Dungeness B, but
will instead commence the defueling of the power
station later next year. This brings to an end the
operating life of a power station that since 1983 has
created thousands of jobs and supplied energy to
millions of homes and businesses. This is a day that we
knew would come as the station was already operating
beyond its planned productive life. However, the end of
power generation at Dungeness B does not cease the
work of the nuclear industry on Romney Marsh, that will
still continue for many years to come. The defueling and
decommissioning of Dungeness B mark the final phase
of its life, and one that will still support a great many
local jobs. On Tuesday this week I discussed the plan
with John Benn, the station director. He confirmed to
me that the defueling will not commence until probably
the end of 2022, and that the whole process will take
about ten years from where we are today. During this
period the majority of those working at Dungeness will
still be needed onsite to manage this process. In the
early 2030s, once defueling is completed Dungeness B
will be handed over to the Nuclear Decommissioning
Authority who will at that point begin the decades long
process of dismantling the site.

However, I believe that Dungeness can have a nuclear
future beyond decommissioning and defueling. The new
technology of small modular nuclear reactors (SMRs)
would ideally suit a location like Dungeness. These
have been developed by Rolls Royce, the concept is
proven, and the first units could be ready to start
supplying the grid by 2031. Unlike a traditional power
station, they are constructed offsite in a factory and
assembled at their location. Several SMRs could be in
operation at the same site. I have already met with
Rolls Royce, along with David Monk, the leader of
Folkestone and Hythe District Council, to highlight the
advantages of Dungeness.

The government has already acknowledged that
existing nuclear sites, and particularly those with grid
connections would be best place to accommodate
SMRs. Dungeness scores positively on all of these
points, and the SMRs could be placed on land that has
already been decommissioned at Dungeness A, and is
effectively a brown field site. I have written this week to
the Secretary of State for Business and Energy, Kwasi
Kwarteng highlighting the case for SMRs at Dungeness.

This week the Boundary Commission has published its
initial recommendations for the new constituency
boundaries for the next general election. There will now
be an open consultation on the proposals, with the final
boundaries due to be agreed by July 2023. There hasn’t
been a change in the boundaries since the 2010
general election, and population growth in our district
and in Ashford has resulted in a considerable redrawing
of the boundaries in east Kent. You can view the
proposals at the Boundary Commission website, and it’s
important that you have your say. Unfortunately, as the
Folkestone and Hythe constituency was already well
above the top permitted number of voters, we will have
to lose some areas to other constituencies. I would
rather not have lost any of the communities I have been
proud to serve these last eleven years, but
unfortunately some changes will have to be made. It’s
important though that we get these right.

Over 250
different types of sweets

Always in stock
All your favourite
Retro Sweets
Goodie Bags

And Party Cones
Made to order!

Come and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan

Of HytheCome and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan

Of Hythe

Hospital staff make
Dusty’s wish come true

All great-grandfather Donald ‘Dusty’ Miller wanted for his 95th
birthday was a party.

The Covid pandemic meant plans had to be put on hold when
he reached the milestone in January.

But when the former welder and metalworker was admitted to
the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford, and his condition meant
he might not make it to celebrate turning 96, staff decided to
make his wish come true.

The team on Rotary Ward, together with Dusty’s daughter
Denise Leong and the rest of the family, arranged for him to
have a very special party he could enjoy from his hospital bed.

Denise said: “The staff have been absolutely wonderful – they
are an amazing group of people.

“We planned to have dad’s party as soon as we were allowed
but things are so uncertain that when they suggested doing it at
the hospital we thought it would be a lovely idea.

“We held it just outside and he was able to meet his newest
great-granddaughter, who was born just a few weeks before he
went into hospital. The whole family could be there and we all
shed some happy tears.”

Dusty, who lives in Lydd-on-Sea, was first admitted to hospital
more than two months ago, suffering from ulcerated legs and
kidney problems. Doctors found a mass in his throat and had to
insert a tube to help him breathe.

Although this makes it hard for him to talk, Denise believes it
has given him valuable extra time with his loved ones.

She said: “They gave him back to us and gave us some more
time, and because of that we were able to give him his wish of
having a party.

“We are all so grateful to have that memory to hold on to. He
was so excited in the days leading up to the party and would
constantly ask whether it was today.

“I took in a blazer and his army medals for him to wear, and
made him a special hat, and when he was wheeled outside and
saw everyone waiting he started crying.

“They have gone above and beyond what they had to do and I
can’t tell you how much it’s meant to us and how kind they have
been.”

Denise also praised the day-to-day care from the ward team,
from playing Dusty a CD of him singing his own songs, to
keeping the family constantly updated.

She said: “I think they all deserve a medal, to be honest. They
always have time for us and I feel happy knowing they are
looking after him, and that I know everything that’s going on.

Nurse practitioner Victoria Bradford said: “Dusty has been with
us for a while and it’s been a pleasure for the team to look after
him.

“We knew how much he wanted a party and after talking to his
family we felt it would be best to go ahead while he was still
well enough to enjoy it.

“It was a really emotional day for him and for the staff, and we
felt so proud to be able to make a difference for this lovely
gentleman and his family.”

Kent County
Council to
turn away
lone child
migrants due
to "extreme
pressure"
Kent County Council has stated to
Central Government that it will not
be able to take any more
unaccompanied asylum-seeking
children as it has reached "the limit
of safe capacity".

Last week the council has
threatened legal action against the
Home Secretary over the "extreme
pressure" on its services. Stating
that more than 400 such children
are in the care of the council. The
government's recommended
maximum number is 231.

The Home Office on Thursday
announced measures encouraging
other local authorities to take on
child migrants.

This is not the first time the council
have had to do this having had to
take similar action last August.

The Children would normally be
processed then usually then be
passed on to KCC, but now they
will now remain the responsibility
of the Home Office, who will have
to find places for them with other
local authorities, KCC said.

For a Conservative council to
threaten a Conservative Home
Secretary with legal action is
indicative of the frustration and
anger felt in Kent at the unfolding
crisis hitting the county for the
second time in ten months.

Unless another council agrees to
help, Kent County Council has a
legal duty to take care of any
unaccompanied child migrant that
arrives among the thousands of

asylum seekers who turn up on its
coast each year.

But Kent's leaders say the current
voluntary transfer scheme is not
good enough, and despite extra
government cash and a new rota
system, it is inevitable that highly
vulnerable children at the end of a
long and traumatic journey will be
left in a psychologically-damaging
limbo.

This Tory authority appears
determined to follow through on its
threat to take the Home Secretary
to court unless she forces other
local authorities to share the
burden.

Priti Patel, however, is reluctant to
oblige councils to take
responsibility for child asylum-
seekers.

Council leader Roger Gough said:
"I am profoundly saddened to be in
this unthinkable position once
again in such a short period of
time. Despite warnings, and
continued dialogue with
government, Kent's UASC
[unaccompanied asylum-seeking
children] support resources are
again significantly overwhelmed."

Mr Gough said no further arrivals
could be accepted until "sufficient
transfers have been made outside
of Kent bringing our numbers back
to safe levels".

A Home Office spokesman said:
"The Home Office is grateful for
the role KCC has played in
supporting unaccompanied
asylum-seeking children, and we
have provided them with
substantial operational support,
including transferring those in need
of support to other local authorities
in the UK. We recently announced
vital updates to the National
Transfer Scheme to alleviate
pressures on certain areas and
continue to work closely across
Government on provision for
unaccompanied minors."

So far this year at least 4,449
migrants have crossed the English
Channel in small boats, with 925
people arriving in Dover in the first
10 days of June.
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R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
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24 Hr Emergency Call Out

365 Days A Year
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Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

Action to end anti-social
behaviour at Folkestone
flat
Drug dealing and associated nuisance and threatening
behaviour, which worried residents living in Folkestone
sheltered housing, has been brought to an end.

Complaints were made about illegal drug use in the ground-floor
flat of a Folkestone & Hythe District Council sheltered housing
scheme in Foord Road. Neighbouring tenants, some aged in
their 80s and 90s, told of a knife being brandished in a corridor,
of people climbing in through windows and running through the
sheltered scheme, of drug dealing outside a communal door
and security cameras being ripped from walls.

Working together Folkestone & Hythe District Council and Kent
Police gathered evidence about the activities and used it to
apply successfully for a full closure order on the flat.

The 52-year-old tenant who received the closure notice was
required to leave his property immediately and is now living
outside the Folkestone and Hythe area.

A council spokesperson said: “We did everything we could to
support this man’s tenancy but on every occasion he breached
the conditions that we had agreed with him.

“The safety and peace of mind of all our residents must be the
most important factor and when our efforts to find a solution with
this tenant failed then we were left with no option but to pursue
the closure order and now he could be at risk of losing his
tenancy permanently.

“Activity like this will not be tolerated and we will do the same in
the future when this type of behaviour is found.”

The drug-related problems were believed linked to ‘county lines’
activity and Kent Police had previously made arrests at the flat.

Inspector Andy Brittenden from the Folkestone and Hythe
Community Safety Unit said: “Officers have been regularly
called to the property to tackle issues surrounding antisocial
behaviour and drug use. Repeated efforts were made to engage
with those at the property yet the behaviour continued.

“Removing people from their home is not a step that is taken
lightly, however in this instance residents were having to live
with constant disruption and it could not be allowed to continue.

“We will continue to actively work with partners to pursue orders
on other properties if they are associated with on-going
incidents of anti-social behaviour or drug activity.”

Anyone affected by similar issues should report them to Kent
Police via their website or by calling 101.

The Great British Spring
Clean 2021
The Great British Spring Clean has now finished for 2021, and a
well-attended and successful event was held in Lydd on Saturday
12th June.

Folkestone and
Hythe District
Councillor Clive
Goddard was
delighted to have
the support of
Gary Warlosz, the
area officer for the
Marsh who
brought equipment
and bin bags and
as well as joining
in the litter pick, he
looked at areas of
concern which had
been brought to
the attention of
Lydd Town Council
so that he can
follow these up.

Councillor Goddard said “I would like to say a very big thank you
to Eric Brown and his team of volunteers – The Litter Pick Watch’
who were out in force for the Great British Spring Clean in Lydd
on Saturday. They do a fantastic job and keep their good work up
year-round and really make a difference. I have been proud to
have sponsored them from my Walland and Denge Marsh Ward
budget to help them purchase the necessary equipment”
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Lilla, The Countess of
Chichester & The
Chichester Memorial
Hall

Lilla, baptised Elizabeth Mary Bligh, was born in
Stockholm, Sweden on 22nd March 1837. She died aged
47 on 7th December 1911 at Enbrook. Elizabeth was the
daughter of Sir John Duncan Bligh and his first wife
Elizabeth Mary Gisborne. Sadly, Lilla’s mother died on
22nd July 1837 aged 22 just four months after giving birth
whilst living in Stockholm. Lilla’s father Sir John Duncan
Bligh then tendered his resignation from his post at the
Embassy to the Court of Stockholm.
On the 18th June 1861, aged 24, Lilla married Walter John
Pelham (Lord Pelham and 4th Earl of Chichester) at St
George’s Church, Hanover Square in London.
Lord Pelham held the office of Deputy Lieutenant of
Sussex and in 1865 was elected to the House of Commons
for Lewes as a Liberal MP. Their home in Sandgate was at
Enbrook built on land owned by John Bligh, 4th Earl of
Darnley, Lilla’s grandfather. His son, Sir John Duncan
Bligh, inherited the house and land. He rebuilt the house in
the 1850s and after his death in 1872 the property passed
to Lilla, Countess of Chichester.
1861 Census shows Lilla living at Enbrook with her father
just before her marriage. This census lists five relatives
staying at Enbrook and also eleven members of staff ie
house-keeper, ladies maid x 2, upper housemaid, kitchen
maid, dairy maid, housemaid, butler x 2, coachman and
footman.
Information about the Countess of Chichester has been
researched through several newspaper articles from which
we can discover something of her kind character and good

deeds which led ultimately to the Chichester Hall being
built in her memory.
The following is from theThe Dover Express and East Kent
News, Friday 15th December 1911. The obituary article in
this newspaper reports on the death of the Countess of
Chichester and tells us a little more about Lilla. She was
often in Dover in connection with religious work and how
she was held in great esteem in Sandgate with the poor
having lost a true friend. Lilla also had no family.
“The death occurred early on Friday morning last of
Elizabeth Mary, Countess of Chichester, at her residence,
Enbrook, Sandgate, Kent. The late Countess, who was
often at Dover in connection with religious work was the
widow of the fourth Earl of Chichester who died in 1902.
Before her marriage, in 1861, she was Elizabeth Mary
Bligh, only daughter of the late Hon. Sir John D Bligh,
K.C.B., son of the fourth Earl of Darnley. Lady Chichester
had no family, and on the death of her husband, his
brother, the late Earl succeeded, He died in 1905, and was
succeeded by Jocelyn Brudenell Pelham, the present peer.
The Countess was greatly esteemed in the Sandgate
district, and in her the poor have lost a true friend. A
memorial service was held at Sandgate on Monday and
the funeral took place at Stanmer on Tuesday.”
The Folkestone Express, Sandgate, Shorncliffe & Hythe
Advertiser dated 16th December 1911 gives us more
information about Lilla. The paper reports that “the death of
Elizabeth Mary (known as Lilla) Countess of Chichester will
be the cause of deep sorrow among a large section of the
community in Folkestone and Sandgate, where she had,
during her long widowhood’ taken a deep interest in what
may be termed the higher life of the people. The various
societies which have as their main objective the
improvement of the lot of young women have lost by the
death of the Countess one who was a tower of strength to
them, not only by her sympathy but by her sound practical
assistance. At the time when she was ill (only a few days
ago) she was announced to take part in various functions
having for their object the assistance of those who needed
aid. Her last appearance in public was, we believe, on
November 18th, when she distributed prizes to the pupils in
the Girls’ County School, and gave a most encouraging
address to the girls.
The memorial service was held at St Paul’s Church,
Sandgate. The coffin, on which rested a number of
beautiful wreaths, was taken from Enbrook to St Paul’s by
members of the Sandgate Fire Brigade by the private
entrance. The firemen, who were commanded by the Capt
W H Jacob and Lieut J S Clark, wore their uniforms and
helmets. Drawn up outside the church was the Sandgate
detachment of the Red Cross Society and also the
members of the St John Ambulance Brigade, both
contingents being in uniform. The service was attended by
a large and representative congregation. One floral wreath
from members of the household ‘desired that this floral
harp may express their deep attachment and respect for
their beloved lady’. The coffin, after being removed from
the church, was placed on the funeral car and taken to
Shorncliffe Station, to be conveyed to Lewes by train, and
thence to Stanmer, where the family mausoleum is
situated.”
The Whitstable Times & Herne Bay Herald, dated 16th
December 1911 informs us that the memorial service was
held in Sandgate Church. On 2nd March 1912 the same
newspaper tells us about the estate left by Lilla. “The
estate left by the late Right Hon, Elizabeth Mary Countess
of Chichester of Enbrook, Sandgate, widow of the fourth
Earl of Chichester, has been sworn at £31,613 gross.
Testator left the residue of her estate to the Central Branch
of the Y.W.C.A. Brighton, the Police Convalescent Home at
Hove, the Girls’ Shelter, Buckingham Road Brighton, the

Connaught Institute, Lewes Road, Brighton, and the
C.M.S.” Y.W.C.A. is the Young Women’s Christian
Association C.M.S. is the Church Missionary Society
The Folkestone Express, Sandgate, Shorncliffe & Hythe
Advertiser dated 28th February tells us a little more details
of Lady Chichester’s Will. Lilla bequeathed many personal
items and monetary gifts to a long list of recipients. Some
examples of bequeathed items are listed herewith: to Lady
Dorothy Bligh, an opal and ruby pendant and twelve
books: to Lady Kathleen Brownlow, a band bracelet with
diamond buckle and sapphire and diamond ring: to Lady
Alice Bligh, a pearl ring: to Lady Ruth Pelham, a group of
Chelsea china: £6,000 to the Earl of Chichester: £10,000
to Miss Mary Louisa Pelham: £1,000 to her god daughter,
Lilla Morris and so on. The residue of the estate divided
between charitable institutions.
The Chichester Memorial Hall
The Chichester Hall was built as a lasting memorial to Lilla
(Elizabeth) with funds raised through public subscriptions
by residents who wished her to be remembered for all the
support she had given to Sandgate over the years. The
Folkestone Express, Sandgate, Shorncliffe & Hythe
Advertiser dated 20th December 1913 reports on the
stone laying ceremony for the Chichester Hall.
“There was a large attendance, on Monday, at the
memorial stone-laying of the working men’s club, which is
being erected in the High Street, Sandgate, in memory of
the late Lilla Countess of Chichester, whose interest in
Sandgate and its residents will not be forgotten for many,
many years. Mr C H Master, Chairman of the Chichester
Memorial Committee, presided over the proceedings and
the ceremony was performed by Sir Squire Bancroft.”
Mr Master went on to say that “the Gough Home was first
of all suggested, and it was almost purchased. They were
just about to settle the purchase, when it was sold over
their heads. He, however, did not regret that fact now. He
thought the Gough Home would not have suited their
purpose in every way, and it would not have been
sufficiently good enough or capable of being used for the
purpose. They then tackled the question of buying the site,
and the imposing old ruins which stood there were bought
for £400. The contract for the building was £1,200, and
there would be some odds and ends which would cost
about £200.
Towards the total they had got £800, and the consequence
was that they wanted £600 more, and he appealed to
everyone who had the interest of Sandgate at heart help
that matter on, so that they could get the debt paid

off…they wanted a big room, a place where they could
have evening entertainments, and which could be used for
a hundred other things……Mr Conquest, the architect ,
then stepped forward and presented to Sir Squire Bancroft
a handsome silver trowel with ivory handle, as a memento
of the occasion. The trowel bore the following inscription
‘Presented to Sir Squire Bancroft on the occasion of his
laying the foundation stone of the Chichester Memorial
Hall, Sandgate, December 15th, 1913.’ In Sir Squire
Bancroft’s speech he “yielded to none in his sincere regard
for all the acts of kindness shown to Sandgate by the late
Lady of Enbrook. His wife and he enjoyed the privilege of
Lady Chichester’s acquaintance and shared the true regret
in her loss which they all felt. The Contractor was Otto
Marx and the Architect C J Conquest. Copies of local
papers will be placed in the cavity at the back of the
memorial stone which was inscribed Chichester Memorial
Hall. This stone was laid by Sir Squire Bancroft, 15th
December, 1913.’”
NB The silver engraved trowel was the work of Messrs
Oclee & Sons of Folkestone.
Mr Arnold H Ullyett (Hon. Sec. & Treasurer) advised in a
letter dated 22nd January 1914 that the committee
received a generous offer from Mr Master and Mr Burke
who promised to give jointly a cheque for £250, provided a
similar sum of £250 is subscribed within 6 months.
The clock was relocated to the Chichester Memorial Hall
but was originally installed on the J B Gough Soldiers
Home at 56 – 60 Sandgate High Street. It was renovated
in 1981 again in 2009 and is due a further renovation this
year.
The Dowager Countess of Guildford unlocked the
entrance door to the Chichester Memorial Hall and
declared the building officially open on 10 June 1914. The
Chichester Hall has been at the centre of village life and
events for over 100 years and the main hall is hired and
used regularly by clubs, groups, meetings, music events
and organisations on a regular basis including a Farmers’
Market. Sadly the Coronavirus pandemic in 2020, and
which is continuing into 2021, has meant that the
Chichester Hall was closed but is gradually reopening as
lockdown restrictions are lifted by the Government.
It has been interesting to try and discover more about Lilla
Countess of Chichester, however, if you have any
documents or photographs that we can copy/add to the
records in our archives please do contact us via website
at: www.sandgatesociety.com
Christine Bleach - Archive Team/2021

S.S Teulon, Enbrook House, near Folkestone. 1853
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FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
New Romney,Kent, TN28 8HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470 675 Dave: 07970804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

SkyWalk: Fun For The
Whole Family – If You
Dare!

Jan Holben

Lots of teens and adults too are looking forward to the
opening of the world’s first multi-storey skate-park – an
urban sports centre which will have facilities for
skateboarding, BMX, climbing, bouldering, boxing and
more - and is expected to be open in a few months. It’s
just having final cladding added to its exterior to make it
waterproof – so watch out for that announcement coming
soon.
Meanwhile Folkestone just got even more exciting – with
the addition of a Sky Walk – described as “an exhilarating
outdoor activity and adventure playground located over 20
feet above the ground!”.
This new attraction is sited at the Folkestone Sports
Centre off Radnor Park Avenue – and is open Now for
children, teens and families who dare to climb, swing and
zip your way through the SkyWalk course!
The SkyWalk course will take approximately 45 exciting
minutes to navigate – with a 15 minutes safety briefing
before you start – so allow yourself a good hour, and
make sure you book before you go because it is sure to
be super busy especially at half term. This activity is
weather dependant and will understandably not run during
high winds, hail or thunderstorms.
During your 45 minutes of scary fun you will ascend the
heights of this timbre and steel framed structure so that
you can negotiate various aerial walkways. You will
balance along a line of suspended logs as you move
carefully forward to unsteadily positioning yourself ready
to walk across wobbling suspended slats or perhaps you

will cross the rope bridge Indiana Jones style (without the
crocodiles). And finally when you have completed these
and other challenging aerial walkways you get to
zzzzippppp down the zip wire.
This activity it not for the faint hearted – and in fact you
most definitely should not be doing this if you have a heart
condition – but if you or your kids are feeling brave and
want to try something different – head over to the SkyWalk
(after booking) and try it out.
There is an excellent video on the Folkestone Sports Trust
website if you want to see exactly what you will be getting
into and of course there is swimming, snowboarding,
fitness equipment, skiing, tobagganing, toning studio,
therapies and all sorts of healthy treatments available at
the Sports Centre too – some of these activities, as with
the SkyWalk, need to be booked – and you can do that at:
https://www.folkestonesportscentre.co.uk/skywalk/
or call: 01303 850 222

Mum reunited
with baby who
‘almost crawled
into road’ and
didn’t know tot
was gone
A story that was posted on local
facebook has gone viral and was even
reported in the Daily Mirror last week
and the Huffington Post.

Michael Currid, 32, from Canterbury,
posted the clip on Tik Tok recently.

A mum's reaction to being reunited with
her wandering child who had gone
missing on a beach has sparked a
furious reaction online.

In the footage, recorded on the
Dymchurch beach, a man can be seen
holding a young toddler looking around
to find the child's parents.

Michael Currid, 32, from Canterbury,
posted the clip on Tik Tok on Monday,
after finding the toddler at the top of a
flight of steps which leads on to a busy
road with cars driving past.

He was filmed by his partner, Lex
Hartop, 28, a graphic designer, for a
few minutes before the toddler's mum
appears to collect the child.

She was recorded while on a phone
before holding out her arm for the
toddler, taking him and walking away,
then kicking a ball to another person.

Lex said of the incident: "Michael and I
were walking down the side of the
beach when we noticed a baby crawling
up some steps.

"We were hesitant at first, then
confused. The baby crawled up the
second flight of concrete steps that
lead from the beach to a busy road.

"We walked past three or four different
groups of people - one group either side
of the stairs down to the beach and
another two on the beach, around 20
people in total.

"The baby must have crawled a long
way and was either ignored or not
noticed by anybody. From noticing the
baby to returning her to her mother was
all-around five minutes.

"We believe it was a girl. The baby said
'mum' upon seeing their mother turn
round from a distance. The mother said
nothing as Michael gave her back.

"We were shocked by what happened,
and wanted to share it with our friends
and family. We didn't expect it to blow
up as much as it has."

The footage has been viewed over 1.6
million times with many posting angry
comments about the incident.

"The way she doesn't even thank the
guy and continues on the phone, even
kicks the ball," one person said.

"So she really just didn't care? Wasn't
worried. Not grateful. Wow," wrote
another person.

"Lucky the baby climbed the stairs and
not into the damn sea," added someone
else.

Others heaped praise on Michael,
adding: "Thank god for that guy finding
the baby."

Photo posted by Lex Hartop
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Romney Marsh From The Air
Photos: John Wimble & John Harmer
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Top: The Marsh Academy and Leisure Centre in New Romney.

Bottom: Oilseed Rape near Old Romney. The plant takes 4 to 5 months to mature
and is rarely grown in the same field two years running.

MarshMosaics coming
along strong

The Marsh Mosaics project is an initiative that will see ten of
the Romney Marsh’s most prominent churches adorned with
large mosaic plaques depicting the church, local celebrities,
historical references and examples of local flora and fauna.
Organised under the auspices of the Fifth Continent and The
Kent Wildlife Trust, Marsh Mosaics is funded by grants.

The accomplishment of the Marsh Mosaics is now halfway
there with mosaics for All Saints Church, Burmarsh; St
Eanswith's Church, Brenzett; the Church of St Augustine,
Brookland; St Mary the Virgin Church, St Mary in the Marsh;

and St Peter & St
Paul's Church,
Dymchurch, having
being completed.

The final five Mosaics
are for All Saints
Church, Lydd; St
Nicholas’s Church,
New Romney; St Peter
& St Paul’s Church,
Newchurch; St
George’s Church,
Ivychurch; and St
Mary's Church, East
Guldeford.

Participants young and
old have been working
on the mosaics in a
number of different
locations on the Marsh
including the Romney
Marsh Visitors’ Centre,

The Ship Inn in Dymchurch, Teach Me’s Studios in New
Romney as well as in Brookland and Dymchurch Primary
Schools - where the children have had a great time creating
mini mosaic masterpieces in the form of drinks coasters, before
contributing to the main mosaics.

Each of the workshops is undertaken by the team from Teach
Me. Once all the mosaics have been completed it is hoped they
will be put on display by Saturday 21 August in St Nicholas’s
Church, New Romney.

There is still the opportunity to play a part in creating a little bit
of Marshhistory by coming along to a workshop where you will
get to make your own coaster to take home but also to add
pieces into one of the mosaics created for each of the
Churches.

To book your place and come along to one of the workshops
please visit www.teachmecourses.co.uk or call 01797 364366
or 07770 347616 and sign up for a session. You do not have to
bring anything with you, and neither do you need to have done
mosaics before. There are four sessions per day with a
maximum of four people at each session.

Sessions coming up include:
St. George's Church, Ivychurch -
30th June, 1st July, 2nd July 2021

St Peter & St Paul's Church, Newchurch -
9th, 10th, 11th July 2021

St Nicholas’s Church, New Romney, mosaic at the
Romney Marsh Visitor Centre -

17th July 2021

church.

Children at Dymchurch Primary School enjoy
helping make a large mosaic for the local

church.

Coasters made by Dymchurch
Primary School pupils

Dymchurch Local Councillor, Sandra Leverick, helps
with the mosaic destined for St Peter & St Paul’s

Church.

Pupils at Brookland’s
Primary assist with a large

mosaic to go into the
church.

Making a large mosaic at
Brookland’s Primary

School



Adam's
Lockdown
Music
Reviews
I think most will
understand when I
say that
entertaining
ourselves during lockdown has been
something of a challenge. I personally
found myself revisiting the many music
albums I've bought over the last thirty
years, usually accompanied with a glass
of beer or wine. Finding this nostalgic, I
decided to start writing reviews of the
albums which mostly spanned the sixties
to the present day. Eventually this
became a monster project as I worked
through the bulk of my collection,
culminating in the release of a book.
'2021: A Musical Odyssey' is available on
Amazon and I have some copies of my
books, old and new, at the Cosy Kettle in
Hamstreet too.

In order to appeal to most generations I
thought I'd select one album from each
decade that I've listened to in its entirety
during the most recent lockdown, and
rather than fall back on the usual Beatles,
Bob Dylan, Pink Floyd, etc. I've selected
one of my more adventurous choices
each time here.

John Coltrane – My Favourite
Things (1961)
Jazz is a genre
I only really got
into a couple of
years ago. 'Kind
of Blue' by
Miles Davis
featured highly
in a book I have
called 'The All-
Time Top 1000
Albums,' so I
thought I'd give it a bash. Since then it
has opened up new vistas. This particular
album is one for those who like to hear
tunes they recognise played in an
improvisational way. Coltrane's
saxophone playing is superb and
occasionally bordering on frenzied, and
the piano breaks are also pretty amazing.
The rendition of Gershwin's 'Summertime'
is refreshingly different.
Barclay James Harvest –
Once Again (1971)
'Who?' I hear you
say. Well, in truth
BJH were bigger
in Germany than
in their native
England. They
were also the
only band I know
that had their
own touring

orchestra, as evident on this, their second
album. Lyrically it's pretty dark, with a
slightly unhealthy fixation on shuffling off
this mortal coil, 'Happy Old World' being
the most obvious example. To break up
the drama there is the lighter 'Vanessa
Simmons' and the rock blast of 'Ball and
Chain.' There's even a Jew's harp on the
final track, but the show-stopper is
'Mocking Bird' which builds from a quiet
ballad into frenetic rock before exploding
into two of the most dramatic orchestral
chords you'll ever hear in a rock song.

Tonight -David Bowie (1984)
Certainly not an
album that springs
to mind as classic
Bowie, in fact
initially I thought
'What on earth
has happened to
him?' However
repeated listens
make it more
palatable and you can even overlook the
eighties instrumentation. 'Loving the
Alien' is actually a very good song, and
it's quite novel to hear him having a go at
reggae as well as covering a Beach Boys
classic, a feat few would attempt. Most of
the songs were written by Iggy Pop, but
eventually you do appreciate this as
much as Let's Dance although 'Ziggy
Stardust' it ain't!
Life - The Cardigans (1995)
The Cardigans
were a band from
Sweden and
amazingly two of
the members were
formerly heavy
metal musicians.
This was the
album they
released before
they made it big and here Nina Persson's
voice has an enchanting quality about it
that I can only sum up as 'fresh
sounding.' 'Celia Inside' is my personal
favourite here with its jazz-inspired guitar
solo. The rest of the album is quirky,
varied and very melodic, with added
woodwind instruments. 'Hey! Get Out Of
My Way' has a motif reminiscent of
Johnny & The Hurricanes. And there's
even a laid back cover of a Black
Sabbath song.

Standing on the Shoulder of
Giants - Oasis (2000)
This is often
viewed as the
album where the
legend imploded
and I was
formerly of that
opinion.
However, a listen
twenty years
later reveals that
perhaps we were wrong. 'Go Let It Out'
perhaps sums up our feelings in these
times, 'Is it any wonder that princes and
kings, Are clowns that caper in the
sawdust rings?' The album has a darker,
more brooding feel than most Oasis
albums and the final track 'Roll It Over' is

sublime, but for me the high point is when
Noel Gallagher launches into the guitar
solo on 'Sunday Morning Call.' Be
warned: one track has some fruity
language.
Mechanical Bull – Kings Of
Leon (2013)
I have two
friends who
are 'Kings of
Leon'
obsessives
and they've
been to
Nashville
twice to meet
them. I
regularly go camping near Appledore with
this pair of brothers so 'Kings of Leon
around the campfire' is something of an
institution to us. Although Caleb Followill
no longer lacerates his vocal chords in
quite the same way that he did on the
group's early albums, 'Supersoaker' does
have a certain rawness in its vocal
delivery. 'Don't Matter' is a full on rock
track, but then they calm it down with the
introspective 'Beautiful War' which is not
about war at all, but domestic strife. The
top track for me is 'On The Chin,' which
professes the value of friendship. Fitting
really.
Silicon Country - Adam
Colton and Teresa Colton
with Anna Vaughan (2021)
There's
nothing
wrong with
listening to
your own
music now
and again,
and I was
particularly
pleased when
my mother,
my sister and I
completed recording this album in
between lockdowns. My mum (Teresa)
has always wanted to record an album of
her own acoustic country songs, and
Anna's bass and harmonies are an added
bonus here. I particularly like my mum's
ballads 'Running With Vampires' and
'Broken Toy.' The album concludes with a
mini-musical called 'Silicon Symphony'
which I wrote as a song cycle about a girl
who has a silicon chip implanted in her
brain by the government. I eventually
wrote a novel on the same theme (The
Nightshade Project). It's not political,
honest!

The cynical among you might view
this last choice as a product placement.
Anyway, if you would like something
different to listen to, the album can be
heard on iTunes, Spotify, Amazon and
most other streaming sites. My mother is
also an author, so if you fancy a good
murder mystery do look her up! In the
meantime I'm working out how to get our
books onto the strategically loaded
shelves that appear behind politicians
and 'experts' on every news report!
- Adam Colton (adamgcolton@AOL.com)

Every now and then along comes a feelgood film. It might not be
an art house classic but it is a heart-warming tale that touches
the depths of your soul. Dream Horse is proof that British
filmmaking, while on par with the rest of the world, is peerless
when it comes to the feelgood genre.

Dream Horse is based on the true story of Welsh Grand
National winner Dream Alliance, a horse bred on an allotment by
Welsh bartender Jan Vokes (Played by the versatile Aussie
actress Toni Collette) and backed by a racing syndicate drawn
from the local community. If you know the story behind Dream,
you will know what to expect but if you don't then I won't
disclose the plot and spoil this incredible rags to riches tale. But
this is about more than a truly remarkable underdog story. It's a
story about a community and the heart and soul and strength
that it draws upon to defy the odds. The strong cast features its
fair share of Welsh stars including a few familiar faces from
Gavin & Stacey and it doesn't shy from its roots as it comes
across as a celebration of Welsh arts and cultures. Manic Street
Preachers, Tom Jones and Super Furry Animals all feature on
the soundtrack as well as a rousing rendition of 'Land of my
Fathers by Katherine Jenkins.

This isn't the greatest film ever made but it is quintessential
British filmmaking . If Fisherman's Friends or Military Wives were
your cup of tea, then Dream Horse is essential viewing. This is
the type of film you need in your life one that puts a smile on
your face and puts you in touch with those emotions that we
have lost touch with.

In the coming month In the Heights will have us dancing in the
cinema aisles, A Quiet Place 2 will have us jumping out of our
seats and Supernova will have us shedding a thousand tears
but for now grab yourself some popcorn and a big drink sit back
in your seat and lose yourself in a truly beautiful story.

-o0o-

A Quiet Place was one of the surprise hits of 2018 a
post-apocalyptic tale of a family struggling to stay alive in a
world invaded by blind 'aliens' with highly sensitive hearing who
hunt their prey by sound. As with most box-office successes a

sequel follows.

A Quiet Place 2 begins as a prequel showing us the day the
'aliens' landed and began their mass destruction of the Earth.
We then jump forward 474 days and the depleted Abbott clan
Mum Evelyn, deaf daughter Regan, son Marcus and newly born
baby (Dad Lee and younger sibling Beau have both been killed
by the Aliens) continue their fight to stay alive. Regan, who has
discovered that the aliens are vulnerable to high-frequency
audio feedback, uses her cochlear implants hearing aids noises
transmitted through a speaker to render them helpless.

The remaining Abbott's search for other human communities
and find an old friend of Lee's Emmett (Cillian Murphy) who has
lost all of his own family, but not before Marcus stumbles on a
bear trap which alerts the creatures. Saved, somewhat
reluctantly by Emmett, they take refuge in the old steel foundry.
Regan and Marcus meanwhile suspect that the radio signal
continuously playing 'Beyond the Sea' could hide a clue to a
secret safe haven.

Regan goes out alone to investigate the source and when
Evelyn realises, she has gone implores Emmett to go and find
her. Emmett reluctantly agrees and the pair find the safe haven
but not before they encounter more creatures and some feral
humans who are soon wiped out. Will this prove to be the safe
haven they seek or are there more dangers that await.

A Quiet Place 2 is full of suspense in the first half with a fair
number of 'jumpy' moments. The second part has a serious plot
flaw, the aliens, we learn, can't swim, but somehow find their
way to the safe haven via a stray floating boat. We see one or
two aboard the boat during the initial attack on the feral group
but somehow it seems as though there are a large number that
arrive on the island. Alien boat tours maybe?

The film ends with the customary open ending so expect more
of the hybrid Bill and Ben meets Venom aliens. A Quiet Place 3:
Flobadobbadob anyone?

-o0o-

Time The latest drama
from BBC 1 hit our screens
this Sunday and it's a
Cracker. Written by Jimmy
McGovern (Cracker,
Hillsborough) and starring
Sheffield hard man Sean
Bean and Mr Versatile
himself Stephen Graham.
Any drama that lists Graham
amongst the cast carries an
assurance that it is going to
be worth a watch.

This hard-hitting prison
drama follows newly
incarcerated teacher (Bean)
found guilty of a hit and run
fatality while under the
influence of alcohol.
Sentenced to 4 years he is
catapulted into an unfamiliar
world which is both
unforgiving and harsh. This
mild mannered school
teacher is no Hong Kong Phoey and quickly learns how to run
and hide in a brutal environment. Bean is superb in the role of a
vulnerable man totally out of his depth. For an actor who is
usually delivering the knocks he is totally believable in the role.

Alongside this runs the story of a firm but fair warden played by
Graham, respected amongst his peers and the cons but hiding a
dark secret. Their worlds collide as they both spiral into a world
of violence with both struggling to hold firm the values and
morals they desperately try to uphold. Can they do what they
believe is right or will they be engulfed in the sinister world they
co-exist in.

This is a high-quality drama, well-acted and well written. A dark
and unrelentless violent tale that is well worth spending three
hours on.
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Vince
Shelly
The Man on
The Telly



Pre-Covid, she played in The Warren darts team, enjoyed Thai
Chi and Karaoke.
As a life time dog owner she can often be seen on her daily
walks with her many rescue dogs.
The Looker would like to surprise her with this little birthday
message and send birthday wishes from her two daughters
Carolyn and Julie, two granddaughters and her great-
granddaughter Isabelle.
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By Vince Shelly

Looker Letter

Beryl, in front of her childhood home in New Romney
High Street. The picture shows celebrations at the end

of the Second World War.

Today we will be looking at possibly the greatest meal known
to mankind. Forget your Gordon Ramsey's, your Jamie
Oliver's, your 5-star Michelin ratings or your Savoy's or
Hilton's fine dining today we are going to the illustrious Pie
and Mash shop.

If you are of South or East London origin you will be aware of
the Pie and Mash shop and its rightful place in London
folklore. It's always been shop, not cafe or restaurant and
rightly so because it deserves to be singled out from the rest
(Kebab shop? Curry House? no way Pedro, take your rightful
place behind the Pie and Mash shop)

So, what is so special about Pie and Mash, and don't forget
the liquor, never, forget the liquor. The pies are almost insipid
in look and in texture. The crust is never crispy (unless burnt)
and the mince is bland and tasteless. The mash is, well mash,
it's never creamy, never lumpy, just mash. Am I selling it to
you yet? Then there is the liquor a green parsley sauce that
when mixed with copious amounts of salt and vinegar
becomes the most amazing, most delicious sauce ever
created, never equalled, never bettered. I have to confess to
almost salivating at the mere mention of it. But that's not all
because the environment compliments the food and there can
never be a better setting than the Pie and Mash shop.

On entering the Pie and Mash shop for the first time you get
the feeling that you have been whisked back to the 50's,
which is roughly the same time the shop was last renovated.
Heavyweight marble top counters and marble top tables
housing big wooden church pews which seat about 10 per
table, intimacy isn't an option. The tiling comes in two options
black and white or plain white tiles, but then again no one
cares. The shop interior resembles a cross between an Army
mess hall or Medieval banquet hall, minus the Sergeant Major
or Court Jester. Closer inspection of the premises suggests a
visit from a health inspector is imminent. Believe me it is
clean but the antiquated feel simply adds to the charm of the
place. Then there are the friendly mono-syllabic serving ladies
in their surplus school dinner lady outfits. Frantically waving
massive ladles around as they slap the food on your plate
with the enthusiasm of an irate dinner lady. They serve from
trays of pies, which are cooked in the depths of the shop and
catapulted onto the shop floor via a dumb waiter, and 2 huge
vats of mash and liquor. The Pie and Mash shop is the
original fast-food outlet. Then there is the menu which despite
its variations is very limited.

Pie, Mash and Liquor

Double Pie, Mash and Liqour

Pie, Double Mash and Liquor

Double Pie, Double Mash and Liquor

Three Pies, Mash and Liquor

Three Pies, Double Mash and Liquor

Three Pies, Three Mash and Liquor

Pie, Three Mash and Liquor

Double Pie, Three Mash and Liquor

Jellied Eels

For the record I am not a lover of Jellied Eels.

So, plate of Pie, Mash and Liquor, whatever the combination,
in your hands you grab your knife, fork and spoon from the
cutlery tray and pray for clean utensils. Spoon? oh yes, the
spoon is just as important as the knife and fork as I will

explain. You find your space and set about covering the whole
plate in salt and vinegar. You would imagine that you then
tuck in, but no, the next step involves turning your pie (or
pies) upside down and cutting a hole in the pastry before
using your spoon to mix the mince with liquor. Then and only
then can you tuck into your delicious pie mash and liquor and
with the help of the knife, fork and spoon you completely
clean the plate, despite the down-to-earth surroundings
licking the plate clean is still a no-no.

My love of Pie, Mash and liquor started at a very early age
when Sunday morning visits to East Lane market ended with
a trip to the Pie and Mash shop in Walworth Road. Forget
Fish and Chip Friday it was Pie and Mash Friday in our
house. Then my regular trips to Millwall were complimented
with a visit to the Pie and Mash shop at Tower Bridge. My
cousins Danny and Lawrence lived by the Borough market
which had a shop around the corner. Then there were the
regular Friday lunchtime visits to the shop at Peckham, these
were the most difficult excursions and involved sneaking past
several teachers on duty and diving through the gates. We
always tucked into our lunchtime Pie and Mash fully
expecting a visit from the Peckham Manor SS who would
march us to the cooler, where we would plan our escape for
the following Friday. My mates thought I carried a tennis ball
for an impromptu game of footie little did they know I was
preparing for a spell in the cooler.

Birthday treats, special occasions, any day that ended in a 'Y'
given a chance I would have had it for Christmas. The Pie
and Mash shop apart from selling 'the food of Gods' was also
a proper community hub and a focal point for the locals.
Arment's or Manze's it didn't matter it was all about the Pie
and Mash which brings me onto my still legendary Pie and
Mash eating exploits, let me set the scene.

It's a Friday night and it's Pie and Mash night. Mum and Dad
are arguing and the Pie and Mash sits on the table untouched
and a young Shelly is waiting to dive into his Friday night
dinner. I eventually pluck up enough courage to halt World
War 3 with a selfish "When are we going to eat?" Dad still in a
rage utters those now fateful words "Eat the bloody lot
yourself" Now a good child always follows their parent's
instructions and eat the lot I did, without a moment's
hesitation. Satisfied and extremely uncomfortable I sat
watching the telly while the argument ground to a natural
conclusion.

"Where's the Pie and Mash?" said a confused Dad.

"I've eaten it"

"You what! You bloody pig"

"You told me to"

"I didn't mean it"

The smugness inside me oozed to the surface but I decided
against replying with "Well don't say what you don't mean"
and thankfully supressed my words. Safe to say Dad
remained angry with me and I had set a personal best of 8
Pies 8 Mash and Liquor in one day over two sittings, we had
managed to escape from school that day too.

So, there you have it and if you have never tasted the foods
of Gods, you don't know what you are missing. I suggest you
immediately locate a good Pie and Mash shop and tuck in. If
by some strange means you don't like it then bag it up and
send it to me via The Looker.

"Dymchurch Village Hall would like to give a big thank
you to Magnox Limited for their generous donation of
£1,000 towards the new heating in the hall. The new
heater has been installed and the roof insulated all
ready for next winter. THANK YOU MAGNOX"

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
BERYL

The Looker would like to
take this opportunity to
wish one of our ‘local
personalities’ a very happy
birthday

Beryl Adams celebrates her
90th birthday on the 25th of
June.

Beryl, has been a familiar
face to the people of New
Romney over the years.
Her maiden name Masey
and she was born and bred
in New Romney.
She was one of 5 children.
3 sisters and 1 brother.
Beryl has rarely left her
beloved Romney Marsh and
she loves wildlife, all animals
in fact and the countryside.

Mrs P’s
Diary
I sincerely apologise for my recent error
regarding the shop which I thought was
to be a Methodist emporium. It is
being bought by St Leonard's and will
be an information centre. Sorry Brin.
Hope that's correct.

Anyway, on the subject of clangers I think Mr P has
excelled himself. Goodness knows what

He said I was out the other day and came home to find a
mop and bucket of dirty water in the middle of the kitchen
floor. My helper had departed in high dudgeon and won't
be back. I think Mr P will be very fetching in my floral
pinny. I shall introduce him to the Hoover. Don't think it
will be a meeting of minds…

Scurrying down the High Street, I peeked into the sweet
shop owned by our esteemed editor. I was confronted by
a ghastly masked man with a gaping mouth. I stepped
back and Mr Wimble removed the face covering to reveal
a missing tooth. Too many gobstoppers… I suggest that
his next amour has had some dental training. Only
thinking of you David .

A return trip to Aldi. I was accompanied by Mr P. I think
he thought it would atone for his ‘foot in mouth’ episode
and the disappearing helper. Wrong. Two trolleys later,
one stacked high with sweets cakes and crisps and mine
with salad, fruit and cat food. He paid for it all and the
taxis.

How can this be cheaper than a Tesco delivery? He was
dropped off on the return and cleverly managed to get
back as I shoved all the ice cream into the freezer and put
the kettle on.

There swiftly followed an incident that was not in any way
a meeting of minds...

Take Care out there in Looker Land.
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By Michael Gooch

Makes 8

100g Baking Fat

50g Caster Sugar

10g Golden Syrup

20ml Milk

85g Self-Raising Flour

85g Wholemeal Flour

40g Cocoa Powder
Preparation;

Line a baking tray with parchment
Pre heat the oven to 170'c
Sift the flours

Method;

Cream together the spread, sugar & syrup
Add the milk, flour & cocoa combine well
Shape the dough into small balls
Place on the baking tray
Gently press down with a spoon
Cook for approximately 10-12 minutes

Makes 8

100g Baking Fat

50g Caster Sugar

5ml Vanilla Essence

10ml Milk

100g self- Raising Flour

75g Wholemeal Flour

50g corn Flakes
Preparation;

Line a baking tray with parchment paper
Pre heat the oven to 170'c
Sift the flours

Method;

Cream together the spread, sugar & vanilla
Stir in the milk & flours
Finally mix in the corn flakes
Shape each cookie into a ball, place on the baking tray and
gently press down
Cook for approximately 10-12 minutes

ZOE’S
Kitchen

Chocolate
Cookies

Cornflake
Cookies

FOLKESTONE CHANNEL
ROTARY CLUBWELCOMES
GEOFFREYMILSTED.

Channel Rotary Club is delighted to announce that Geoffrey
Milsted has joined us as a member. Geoffrey brings
excellent skills which will be very helpful in our charitable and
other work in the Folkestone community and further afield.
He was previously a member of Folkestone Round Table and
then Folkestone Rotary Club which awarded him a Paul
Harris Fellowship for services to the community.

Geoffrey originates from Maidstone and is a qualified
Chartered Accountant. He oversaw the accounting functions
of both Divisions of the Folkestone based family business,
Alsted Group, and ran the day-to-day operation of the filling

stations. When petrol retailing ceased in the mid 1990’s, he
continued developing new homes in Kent as Alsted
Properties Ltd until his retirement in 2020. He is married to
Rosemary, lives in Folkestone and is an active member of
Sene Valley Golf Club.

Geoffrey Milsted is welcomed to Channel Rotary by President Malcolm Stewart

Bedding plants. There is still time to put them in, if you have
reared your own, or see some on offer in the shops, a bit pot
bound. Water well in, and keep them watered and clear of weeds,
and you should have a good display soon.

Hanging baskets can be planted up now, or bought ready
planted. There are lots of trendy options, straw or basketwork, but
the original wire baskets are best value and can be used again
and again. They hang on 3 chains, with a large single hook to
hang on the bracket. The chains can be removed in the winter for
tidy storage. Buy the largest you can buy. Then line it with a liner,
either felt, or card, or any other ready prepared option. Years ago I
bought some recycled felt, and have washed them out when
finished year after year. Then fill it with compost, whatever you
have, home- made, or multipurpose, but mix with 30% vermiculite,
which retains moisture.

One of the biggest burdens with hanging baskets is keeping them
watered. Which will need doing at least twice a day, in hot
weather. Which is why I suggested buying a large one! I have
learnt the hard way that small pots and baskets are simply too
difficult to keep watered. If planting your own, don’t be afraid of
getting plants too close. You need a good solid display. With a lot
of plants, sucking goodness from a limited amount of compost,
they will also need feeding once a week, with general plant food.
When you are watering them, a lot of the water will run through,
so I always put a pot of plants underneath, so the water isn’t
wasted!

Hedges. If you have any kind of a hedge, even a mixed informal
one, it will need trimming in June and September. If it contains,
flowering shrubs, you may want to leave it until they flowers have
finished. A small hedge can be cut with shears, but cutting a
hedge is tedious, so if you have any length, it may be worth
getting an electric hedge trimmer. An even more tedious job is
collecting up the trimmings! Many gardeners have a big cloth, or
piece of plastic, for the trimming to land on, so they can all be
gathered together easily, and put in your garden bin or garden
bag for taking to the tip. Even if you have a compost heap, they
are too woody to decay down in an ordinary heap.

Peat in compost.

There has been a lot of environmental concern recently about the
amount of peat in compost. Digging up peat frees huge amount of
greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere, far more than chopping
down trees. I honestly thought it had been banned, because
there was no reference to the amount of peat in the big bags, and
it seemed to have got coarser in recent years. But I was wrong.
The industry was supposed to have phased out using peat by
2015, but without compulsion, the horticultural industry has been
dragging it’s feet. They now have to phase out peat use by 2025.
Recent bags we have bought give the peat content on the back. It
is as high as 50% in many cases. So if you are environmentally
aware, look for compost that is labelled, prominently, “Peat Free”.
You can of course make your own, and peat free may be more
expensive, but worthwhile for our kids sake.

AND NOW FOR THE VEG. (and FRUIT)

As we come towards the end of the month, most of the sowing will
be over and in the veg. garden it is a matter of weeding, watering
and staking up those plants which grow tall.

If you sowed autumn broad beans, these will have started to
produce pods which should be ready for picking, starting at the
base of the stem and working upwards. Pick when 5 to 6 inches
long, but be careful that you don’t snap the stem. The trick is to
hold the stem in one hand and give the pod a twist in the other.
Freeze your surplus by blanching for a couple of minutes, strain,
then submerge in cold water, strain again and when cool bag
them up. Once the plants have reached maturity (spring sowings
will be ready a little later) it’s a good idea to pinch out the tops of
each plant. These are a breeding ground for blackfly so pick the

tops off and throw them in the compost heap. Pods also make
good compost.

Runner beans like plenty of water and a good mulch of compost
or leaf mould (which of course you saved from last Autumn!) If the
stems are reluctant to climb up the sticks, tie them carefully with
a bit of string and this will encourage them to reach the dizzy
heights. Unfortunately, runners are also prone to blackfly,
especially when the flowers have set, so keep a careful watch for
infestation. The purists will say leave blackfly to the ladybirds and
wasps to deal with, but in practice I find there aren’t enough of
these predators around when you want them, so you may feel the
need to resort to spraying. Talking of which, an old gardener friend
of mine used to spray the blossoms with water in hot dry weather
to help the flowers to set.

Keep lettuces well-watered otherwise they will bolt. It’s not too late
to make a further sowing to keep succession going into the
Autumn. I’ve never had much success with radishes on our stony
soil but these, too, like a good drink.

Tomato plants need daily management to pinch out any side
shoots, and by now you will notice small tomatoes appearing.
Once this happens, a weekly feed will help them develop. Water
copiously.

If you have cucumbers growing, these will need plenty of water
too, and a cane or string to support them. As mentioned in
previous editions, your cucumber plants produce both male and
female flowers. The female flowers produce a tiny cucumber, the
males don’t. Pinch out the male flowers as if these fertilise the
female one, you may end up with a bitter-tasting fruit.

A word of caution now about soft fruits. As your gooseberries,
raspberries, currants, etc begin to form fruit, keep the birds at bay!
If you have the luxury of a fruit cage, this shouldn’t be a problem.
Otherwise, consider buying some black netting to drape over the
bushes. Blackbirds and thrushes seem to love redcurrants in
particular, so unless you like feeding our feathered friends, be
warned!

And don’t forget to sit back in the garden and enjoy looking at the
fruits of your labours!
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Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
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Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Marsh Memories Church Round-Up
By June Gooch

Contact THE LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ

Telephone: 01797-364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07423-562696 or info@thelooker.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE call 01797-364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk
Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the information is correct.

THE LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication. Personal views expressed in
this publication are solely those of the respective contributors and do not reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not

responsible for services provided by the advertisers. All material supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in
part of this publication is strictly prohibited a without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the property of THE LOOKER Newspaper Ltd.

‘Friends of Lydd’
The ‘Friends of Lydd’ group was formed in 1972 to oppose
the building of a Community Hall on The Rype. Local
residents were adamant that no building should be built on
the village green so they contested the application and
formed an Association called ‘Friends of The Rype’. After
some considerable time, the objections were successful and
the application to build on The Rype was turned down.
Following this success, the group decided to change their
name to ‘Friends of Lydd’.
In 1976, Lydd Town Council held an exhibition of artefacts of
the area and asked the group if they could loan any suitable

articles for the event. This proved to be very successful and
many of the people who had loaned items did not want them
back so they were stored temporarily in the Guild Hall.
Two years later the group acquired the Old Fire Station in
Queen’s Road. This was a very run down property which
needed a lot of work carried out to enable it to be used as a
museum. Members of the group helped to renovate the
building which was completed in about six months. The
official opening was carried out in 1978 and the museum
was initially open a couple of days through the summer.
Over the years, the number of items on display increased
and the museum’s opening hours were increased. Meetings
also started to be held once a month in the nearby Hardy
Hall.

Acts of worship in the churches are gradually
opening up more, although they are still bound by
all the rules and restrictions about indoor
gatherings, masks, social distancing, and hand
hygiene, and limited movement. This only applies to
acts of worship, we will have to wait for news of all
the other activities that take place in churches. The
worries about the Delta variant have put the total
relaxation of rules and guidelines off for another
month, so the routines regarding worship in
churches hasn’t changed. Weddings are to allow
more guests, with numbers dependent on social
distancing capacity of the room.

Individual churches, will differ in what they can
offer, so do keep an eye on your own church’s
notices and announcements.

Nearly all the local churches are in financial
difficulties. If you normally give to a church, they
would be grateful if you continued with your
contribution regularly.

Brookland. St Augustine.
The next service will be an Holy Communion on
Wednesday, June 30th at 6.30pm.

Greatstone, St Peter.
Weekly services have recommenced at 10.30am
each Sunday.

Lydd, All Saints.
Weekly services have recommenced, at 10.30am
each Sunday.

The church has organised a Summer Fete and
Teddy Bear parachute jump on Saturday, August
7th. This of course will be subject to the regulations
in operation at the time, but everyone is looking
forward to some normality and the chance to
socialise and raise money for the church!

New Romney, St Nicholas.
Services each Sunday at 11am.

Old Romney St Clements.
The church will be open for visitors on from
Thursday, July 1st. On Sunday, July 18th there will
be an evensong service at 3pm, led by Rev John
Richardson.

Romney Marsh Community Church. North
Street, NR.
Services continue on Sundays at 10.30am.
Because of limited numbers, booking is essential.
Ring church office on 01797 366855 to secure a
place. The recorded YouTube service is still going
ahead, for those who cannot attend the church
building. The service in the building is part
recorded service, with some live prayers and the
pastor has just started preaching a sermon in
person, but the same one that is on the recorded
service.

If you need any help or support, or just someone to
talk to, please ring the church number, and the
church will endeavour to help you, being in touch
with many agencies.

Food bank- see below for details.

Snargate, St Dunstans
The next service will be on June 27th at 9am, and
will be the usual communion service. All are
welcome.

Food Banks.
These are continuing as before, but with a delivery
only service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or
your family (and it applies to single people and
couples, not just people with children) RING
DEBBIE, FOOD BANK manager, on 07913 573403,
to explain your problem. The food will be delivered

to your home. You can have 3 days supply of dried
and tinned food, and help in other ways, if your
problems need to be referred to another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring the
RMCC number 01797 366855, during weekday
mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345.
Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank,
which is Tuesdays in New Romney, from 5.30pm-
7pm and Fridays in Lydd.

Demand is high at present, and although all dried
and tinned food is welcome, they are short of Long
life milk and fruit juice, tinned ham, jams and
spreads and toothpaste. They do not need tinned
soup, pasta or baked beans. There is plenty of
stock of these items. There is also a scheme for
donations to cover needed food items. Go to the
website www.shepway.foodbank.org.uk to donate.

Church Chuckle.
The Rev Billy Graham, the evangelist, was holding
a crusade in a small town. He had a letter to post,
and needed a breath of air, so he asked a small boy
the way to the post office. The small boy told him.
Billy Graham then gave him a leaflet to take home
and invited the boy and his parents to the meeting.
“If you come, you will find out how to get to heaven”

“Thanks mister” said the small boy “but I don’t think
I’ll bother. You don’t even know your way to the post
office!”

Wit and Wisdom.
After lots of scandals and dodgy dealings by
politicians who always come out with the tainted
phrase “I haven’t done anything wrong”

We should ask ourselves not “can I” but “should I?”

Rabbi Daniel Greenberg.

Budgeting Tips
Trendy Bedding. Just recently I have been changing over the
winter bedding to summer. Summer seems to have come very
suddenly! I was smiling to myself as I was reminded of the age of
some of my bedding! We had our children in the 70s and 80s,
and I can remember the change over from sheets and blankets to
duvets! We gave the boys a chance to choose their first duvet
covers and I can remember our first one! We still have them, or
they have been given to nieces and nephews or grandchildren.
But they are not worn out. I think they are immortal! So I would
always counsel against buying very trendy bedding, it is going to
be with you for a long time! Especially if money is tight, stick with
neutral patterns! Children grow up rapidly, and when they are
ready for senior school, will squirm with embarrassment when
friends see their paws patrol or unicorn quilt covers!

BBQs Lots of people are BBQing at the moment, and enjoying
the sunshine. But you can keep life simple, and still have a good
time at the BBQ. There are shortages at present, but the media is
advertising whole outdoor rooms and kitchens, suites of outdoor
furniture, gas BBQs in four figures, but you can enjoy your BBQ
just a much with a simple BBQ, fold up/plastic chairs, and a
wooden or plastic table with an umbrella. Don’t feel you have to
get drawn into this glossy outdoor image lifestyle to enjoy the
sunshine! I often wonder what you do with all this chucky outdoor

stuff in the winter gales and when snow is on the ground. I
suppose it just gets left out to face the elements!

There is also a vast range of manufactured BBQ food, which
seems way over the top. Your family and visitors will enjoy it just
as much with simple traditional BBQ food. I always keep all the
food indoors, and people come and collect a plate, and help
themselves to all the bits and pieces, and then go to the BBQ for
the cooked things. If you try and take all the other things outside,
even in the shade, they will wilt and spoil quite quickly. Being a
bit neurotic about chicken, I usually cook it indoors, thoroughly,
and put it on the BBQ for the last 5 minutes to give that lovely
BBQ taste!

At this time of year, you can save a lot of money by “growing
your own” See the gardening page for tips. Even if you live in a
flat with a balcony, you can still grow an amazing amount of your
own stuff. On Gardener’s World, there was someone who had a
trained espalier apple tree on their balcony!

So enjoy the sunshine, without feeling you have to spend a
fortune. If you do spend time on the beach, or in the local park,
take all your drinks and picnic with you, you will save a fortune.
Snacking and ice creams on the sea front can be very pricey!
Drinks can be kept cold in a cool bag with ice blocks. Offer the
kids an ice cream cornet when they get home. For about a tenth
of the price!



David Wimble and Steve Ross getting ready for the sports show


