
After weeks of none stop rubbish
collection woes, contractor
Veolia, are at the hands of
another problem, with over 25%
of its waste collection staff having
to self-isolate after being ‘pinged’
by NHS Track and Trace apps

The 'pingdemic' has seen garden
waste services suspended across
the Folkestone and Hythe district
in the latest twist to its rubbish
saga, which has now affected
over 64 locals councils across
the country.

The rubbish collection story, is
just the latest in a long line of
contractual hick ups, since the

contractor signed a multi-million
pound deal with the authority in
April this year.
Folkestone and Hythe District
Council set out to not only
improve the service, but also
insisted that additional criteria
were met.

Local residents have been
complaining that the current level
of service is far worse than any
experienced since the company
originally was awarded the
contract ten years ago.

At a full council meeting on
Wednesday the 21st, Cllr Stuart
Peall, the cabinet member
responsible for waste collection,

told the first full meeting to be
held in the chamber since the
start of the pandemic, the
reasons why the service has
fallen short of the council’s
expectations.

Cllr Peal explained, that Veolia,
had pledged to cut their carbon
footprint to help the councils aims
to reach its carbon neutral
targets. Because they had
invested in a new state of the art
computer system, which works
within the refuse collection lorries,
and lets the operators know,
where and when to stop. Cllr
Peall stated that ‘Simply the
systems are still not working
properly and despite the

LOOKER
.CO.UK

THE

The only Community Newspaper for the Romney Marsh, Hythe, Sandgate & Folkestone PRICELESS!

ISSUE 280 Wednesday 5th August 2021

Continued page 3

Continued page 2

Pingdemic adds to Veolia’s
Rubbish Fiasco

Proper
Asylum
Action
Needs To Be
Taken Now
With reports that the UK could
expect over 20,000 migrants
and asylum seekers crossing
the channel by the end of the
year which is more than double
the number who reached our
shores in 2020, local Marsh
residents are fearing that in
2022 the number could double
again.

The Home Office has been
accused of doing too little too
late,in its attempts to stop the
illegal crossings, with one local
Tory MP stating that ‘the
government are using a sticking
plaster to fix a broken leg!’
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operatives being able to see that there
were bins needing to be emptied, the
software advised crews to carry on
driving.

Cllr peal certainly did not beat about the
bush, as he explained that, the council
had offered extra financial support and
even redirected some of their own
employees to assist with refuse
collections. But pointed out that the
blame for this was 100% that of Veolia.
He assured councillors, that now was not
the time to argue about the reasons
behind the ‘Rubbish Collection’ (pun fully
intended!) but, assured the council that
the company would have to pay
substantial damages for breach of their
delivery contract.

The final straw, came on the same day of
the meeting when Cllr Peal explained
that because of the Governments track
and trace scheme, over 25% of the
Veolia Collection teams had been pinged
and had to self-isolate.

In an unusual exchange between Cllr
Peall and the councillors from other
parties, many of them recognised the
lengthy negotiations that Cllr Peall and
the senior officers were undergoing to try
and rectify the collections.
Hythe Green Party Councillor Jim Martin,
even went as far to state that all
members of all political parties, were
behind the council and would do anything
they could to forget political differences
and assist. This was welcomed by
Councillor Peall.

Cllr David Wimble, suggested that the
relaxation of the Mountfield Road
recycling centre, would help many
residents, so that they could easily drop
off their own rubbish, in the short term
until normal levels of service were
achieved. The Council assured
residents that despite what has been
posted on social media, no resident
would be out of pocket and would be
reimbursed for any weeks that the
garden waste service was suspended,
although no detailed way was given.

With the news that brown bin collections
across Folkestone and Hythe have been
stopped indefinitely as the district's waste
collection problems continue, sparked
concern on social media, with one
Saltwood resident stating that the council
could not organise a ‘P%$$ up in a
brewery!’.

The problem is not unique to our district
with five other waste collection
companies across Kent following suit
Folkestone and Hythe District Council
blamed a combination of Covid-19
isolations and the national shortage of
HGV drivers for the latest delay in
collections.

At the same time that a shortage of
drivers was also partially responsible,
came the news that it had also impacted
the district's Park and Ride pilot scheme,
which has been suspended to allow
Stagecoach to focus on its standard
routes in the area.

Councillor Peall, said: “I do appreciate
the difficulties this will raise for some
residents, but on balance the council
needs to prioritise clinical, food, refuse,
and recycling rounds in the
circumstances we are facing. We have
had assurances from Veolia that this
action will result in a positive impact on
the remaining collections and we will of
course seek to recoup losses to the
council from Veolia.”

An FHDC spokesman said that the
council was meeting regularly with Veolia
to work on the 'unacceptable level' of
missed bins, and will be seeking
repayment for performance clauses not
met within the contract and to cover other
additional costs. The firm is working on
amending the new routes and has set up
its own call centre for missed bin reports
to take pressure off the council’s
Customer Services team.

Already over 8,000 of asylum seekers
have made the dangerous journey
between France and the south coast in
2021, which has already surpassed the
figure for last year.

The claims that over 20,000 Migrants
could cross the Channel comes from
recent analysis by The Times using
previous data suggested numbers of
migrants making the crossing and claims
that current numbers could double by
October, with another 12,900 by the end
of the year.

Thousands more are also expected to be
smuggled into the country through ports
inside lorries, as desperate people go to
any length to get onto British soil.

It comes as a record number of people
crossed the Channel on Monday this
week in an attempt to reach Kent and
other parts of the south east coastline.

In just the last week, 430 people made
the journey in small boats, with most
landing on Romney Marsh, and a further
287 people also arrived on Tuesday.

Barry Ashworth, a local resident has
spoken out about the migrants told The
Looker: “This situation is now getting
beyond a joke, yes we all take pity on
these people, many of whom have had a
very troubled exsistence, but all of a
sudden the EU seem to think that the UK
is the answer to all of their problems, we
have all seen the news reports of French
Naval ships actually escorting these
migrant boats into UK waters, with a
friendly wave of ‘Au Revoir’. Last week
we saw the Home Secretary Priti Patel
vowing to spend yet more money, with
£54 million sent to France to double the

number of police on beaches, does she
really think this will make a difference, I
think the French are laughing at us and
do not want to do there bit!”

A new bill is also being introduced which
will give Border Force officers powers to
turn asylum seekers away from the UK
while at sea, and makes it a criminal
offence to knowingly arrive in the UK
without permission.

Sally Head also commented, “Our
Government has no problem splashing
The Cash to help these illegal
immigrants, yes they are human beings,
but what about helping to shelter some
of our own homeless people first. Kent
has hundreds of people sleeping rough,
we have a number of unscrupulous
landlords, cashing in on giving
substandard accommodation to some of
our own service men and women, many
who have developed Mental Health
issues of their own. How do you think
they feel, when they hear of all the help
that is being given to these none
nationals, I was always brought up to the
old adage, charity begins at home, well
not if you are an ex armed forces
person, you will have been moved to the
back of the queue? Its distgusting!”

Last week, the Stade Court Hotel in
Hythe was closed off to the public after
the Home Office made a deal to use it
for accommodation for asylum seekers,
with a number of security guards stood
watch at the seaside hotel yesterday.

Former military camp, Napier Barracks,
in Folkestone, has also been used by the
Home Office to house asylum seekers
since September last year.

The barracks has been rife with issues
ever since, including fires, protests,
arrests, demonstrations and Covid-19
outbreaks.

Home Secretary Priti Patel

A spokesman for the Home Office said:
"The asylum system is being exploited
by criminal gangs who facilitate
dangerous, unnecessary and illegal
small boat crossings. Our Nationality and
Borders bill will fix this broken system to
deter these dangerous and illegal
crossings. In the meantime, due to the
unprecedented demand, we have had to
use temporary accommodation such as
hotels to manage demands on the
asylum estate.”

Andy Davis commented on The Looker
Facebook page, “The proof will be in the
pudding, do you honestly think the navy
and border force are going to blockade,
these boats, or run them down in the
channel? Of course not. This is all just a
smoke screen. The only thing we can do
is as soon as they arrive on our shores is
to put them on a coach (similar to the
ones you transport prisoners in and put
them on a ferry and take them back
again from where they came from.”

What do you think? Is the amount of
Asylum seekers getting to a point that
we cannot cope?

Email: info@thelooker.co.uk

Continued from page 1
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Coxswain Stuart Adams

LISTEN TO

SHORELINE
FM

broadcasting
across the

district
100.2 FM

- 24 hours a day
It's easy listening allthe way and includesgreat specialistmusic like:

9 a.m. - Our CoffeeShop Morning
12 noon - SweetDelights

2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - EasyListening
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. -Classic Country

4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N'Roll
5 p.m. - Drive-time

6 p.m. - Soul & Motown
7 p.m. - Country

10 p.m. - Dreamland

Well I knew that summer had finally arrived as I woke up
Saturday morning to the crash of thunder and torrential
rain. I am sure of course the gardeners amongst us were
saying ‘Of course we needed it’. What I did not need was
the person driving through New Romney High Street at
about 50 mph who completely drenched me as he or she
drove through the new Romney latest attraction, a central
water feature. I did not catch the whole number plate, but it
was a white 5 series BMW. Yep you really made my day
and at the same time as well as soaking me, wrecked my
newspaper!
OK, another thing I really do need to get off my chest is to
say a massive thank you to Reynolds Ice Cream. In non
covid times they would be seen selling their amazing ice
creams at events all over the district with a crowd of
screaming kids shouting out, I want a double flake in mine
and asking for the largest ice cream seen to man and then
promptly dropping it on the floor.
Well in normal times The Looker is out and about with
public address systems at events where Reynolds Ice
Cream vans are in attendance. Obviously I make a
comment about the fact that their ice creams are by far the
best on the Marsh and in return, I normally get given a
complimentary ice cream, never requested, but always
offered.
Over the past few weeks, they have been set up on The
Greens in Littlestone and on a couple of occasions whilst
walking the dog, I have stood in the queue, for my 99. As I

go to pay I always get the same reply, ‘Don’t worry about it,
I am sure you will give us a good plug at the next event’.
Well as we are not doing any events until August Bank
Holiday (Sandgate Sea Festival) which may be out of their
‘manor’, I really do believe that I should say a few words of
thanks to the best Ice Cream vendors on the Marsh! Next
time you see their van, stop and have one. As well as ice
cream, they also do lollies and some new creation which I
believe is called a “Gelato” which looks like a work of art,
with a huge bucket of ice cream, covered in syrup and
sprinkles and of course broken biscuits and wafers. I
thought this was for a whole family…. but no one lady sat
in front of me and went on to almost shovel the thing not
just in, but all around her mouth, in between shouting out to
her husband, ‘Wayne, bring me my fags’ at the top of her
very loud voice. All through this, that nice Mr Reynolds just
smiled very politely and said… Next! So next time you see
him or his family serving up ice cream, tell him you read
this in The Looker.
Anyway in this issue we have the ongoing saga of the
asylum seekers that you would have read about nearly
every issue for the last six years. In fact it was in the
Looker six years ago, I reported on the fact that the Navy
and coastguard were patrolling the channel on the lookout
for migrants. I was then invited to talk on the Today
programme on Radio 4 alongside the then Home
Secretary, Amber Rudd. At the time I said in a few years
we could have hundreds of people attempt the crossing,
only for miss Rudd to state I was talking ‘absolute rubbish’
and that there have always been a few isolated illegal
crossings. I tried to contact Amber Rudd for a comment six
years on…. To date I have not received one? So we would
love to hear your comments, not only on this subject, but
also on any subject in The Looker, please send your
comments to: Info@thelooker.co.uk

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 280

Apology
In our last issue of The Looker, we may
have implied that EDF and Dungeness B
were trapping and killing foxes on the

Dungeness Estate.
We would like to confirm that EDF do NOT

trap wild foxes on the estate, but only
within the perimeter of the Dungeness B

Nuclear Power station itself. And as
confirmed they do so under the advice of
Natural England. This is done humanely
and is to prevent the foxes from getting
hurt on the site and causing damage.

We apologise for maybe misinterpreting
the report that our reporter was sent.

Although EDF Energy have not asked us
to print a retraction, we believe that if you

get something wrong, it is best to put
your hands up and say so.

TheMouse
Mystery
If you walk along through the
Coastal Park you will have noticed
the famous zig zag path going up
through and under the cave like
structures till you reach the top, the
Leas. Those with an eye for detail,
or with children closer to the ground
than their accompany adults, will
also have noticed roughly fashioned
into the roughcast wall, at ground
level, a little stone mouse – no
bigger than 6 inches tall.
Much to the dismay of children, and
adults too, who knew about this
mystery mouse – an act of
vandalism, perhaps an accident or

even frost damage, meant that the
little mouse had lost its head.
There were lots of local people
were commenting on social media
to say how upset their children
were, or how they remembered the
‘magical mouse’ from their own
childhood years.
The call went out – who can repair
it?... and then as if by magic, in little
more than a week, the mystery
mouse was restored to its full glory.

Find Out About
Folkestone’s Fishing
History
Jan Holben
Dating back to pre-Roman times when shellfish
were exported to Northern France (Gaul)
Folkestone depended on its fishing industry. Since
those distant days fishing continued to be
important to Folkestone and in the mid 1800’s it
became the centre for fish. Although no longer its
main industry because of the; Ò. . . recent
contraction of the industry due to economics,
perverse and pernicious legislation, and frequent
overfishing by boats of other nations, it still
survives, but today supports only about twenty-
two men operating nine boatsÓ (source:
dandipal.uk/fishermen/history/history.htm).
Even in modern times, with clever technology to
give detailed and advance warning of bad
weather, and with modern navigation and safety
aids, fishing is still one of the most dangerous
industries and is not a job for the faint hearted.

Although as Fishing Museum curators Frank Bond
and John Gale will tell you: ÒFishing, as currently
practised, offers possibilities of an exciting and
interesting career for young people with maturity,
determination, and enthusiasm for hard work in
difficult conditionsÓ - and if you are up early, you
can still watch as the fishing boats go out from
Folkestone and Hythe.
If you would like to find out more about Folkestone
fishing industry, and view the extensive collection
of fishing artefacts over the years, from sextants
to anchors, from admiralty patent compass to the
bell of the Hilda May – as well as listening to some
of the fishing tales which the curators can tell you
about - do take time to visit the Folkestone Fishing
Museum. The Folkestone Fishing Museum is
nestled under the arches on The Stade
opposite Rocksalt (formerly Ovendens
workshop) and is open 10.30am to 4pm – entry;
free of charge.

HERITAGE HYTHE -A DOUBLE CELEBRATION!
Last year saw the 75thAnniversary of Hythe Civic Society’s formation
and it planned to celebrate in style. COVID, unfortunately, put paid to
those ideas but this year the Society plans to make up for last year’s
disappointment, celebrating 75 years+1 with a celebration of Hythe’s
rich history – a double celebration!

Heritage Hythe – a series of events highlighting the town’s history- takes
place between the 12thand 22nd August.

The Society will have an Information Point in the High Street over each
weekend, including Fridays, where a wide range of historical information
will be available to view. This includes an aerial map of Hythe produced
in the 1960s, old photographs of Hythe, Society publications and lots
more.

Central to the celebration is a display of some 200 posters located in
places of historic interest in the High Street and beyond. The theme is
‘On this site’ with each poster bearing a photograph of that location in
times past along with its history. Five walking trails have been set up to
include all the sites.
Maps can be downloaded from: hythecivicsociety.org
from 10th August and are available free of charge from Brandon’s Music
Shop and Eldridge’s in the High Street, the RHDR, and from the
Society’s Information Point during the event.

Four locations – St Leonard’s Church, The Romney Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway, Fisherman’s Beach and the Hythe Imperial Hotel
have more detailed exhibitions.
Town Guides will also provide guided walks around Hythe on Thursday
12th and Thursday 19th August (cost £1) which will include a guided tour
of St Leonard’s Church and a visit to the ossuary (cost £2).

The programme also includes two special events in St Leonard’s
Church: on Friday 13th August there will be an informal series of talks on
Hythe (subject to Anglican Church COVID restrictions) and on Saturday
21st August - by popular demand -The Ashford Youth Jazz Orchestra
makes a return visit. Tickets are available from Brandon’s Music Shop,
from the Information Point on certain days and on the door.

Visit the Society’s website - hythecivicsociety.org - for more information,
an online quiz and access to a superb and fascinating series of archive
films from ‘British Pathe News’ and ‘Screen Archive South East’, ranging
from ‘RHDR - a toy train goes to war 1944’ to ‘Hythe Venetian Fete’.

AnyTek-WorkSma+erNotHarder

Your local IT Home & Business Service
Are you paying too much for your IT Suppo8?

Providingexcellentcustomer
serviceforthepast12years

Mac,PC,Networking,Security,
ServersandanythingTech…

Wecanhelp.

FrustratedwithITissues?
LetAnyTektakethestress
outofallyourtechworries

07745 178665
www.anytek.co.uk
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Convicted sex offender Lee Knowles

AMOVE IN THE FLIGHT
DIRECTION
The world-famous Red Arrows will take to the skies with all-
new breathtaking routines to headline this year’s Folkestone
Air Display.

The iconic RAF display team will perform at 4pm on Sunday
8 August. The day also includes a Battle of Britain Memorial
Flight (1pm) and a display by a Stampe biplane (3pm).

Last year’s event was cancelled due to Covid-19 and
Folkestone & Hythe District Council Leader Cllr David Monk
welcomed its return: “We all love the thrill of the Red Arrows
and, with the unlocking of coronavirus restrictions, we are
expecting thousands of people to gather to watch.

“It will be just what we all need – and it will
also be great for the district – but rest
assured, we will be following any
Government guidance on Covid
regulations on the day.”

Spectators are being encouraged to use
public transport on the day, but for those
who have to travel by car, two temporary
car parks will be available. These are at
Radnor Park and Folkestone School for
Girls, and both will be open from 10am to
6pm, with a £5, cash-only charge for the
whole day.

The Leas and Harbour areas are expected
to see an increase in traffic however, and
stewards will be working throughout the
day to keep disruption to a minimum.
Several roads will be closed and there will
be suspensions to some parking bays.

Officially called the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team, this is
the Red Arrows’ 57th season. Speaking about the 20-minute
Folkestone show, new team leader Squadron Leader Tom
Bould (“Red 1”) said: “We will be displaying some of the
biggest shapes in our inventory, including Swan and the Big
Vixen Roll with all nine jets just six feet apart, while rolling
upside down.

“Hammer Head Break is back, which is a slightly different
way to start the second half of the show with an arena-filling
spectacle. The Synchro Pair – Reds 6 and 7 – will perform
the Boomerang, which is a new manoeuvre for 2021.

“We will also recognise the dedication of the NHS and key
workers in the UK, with an all-blue smoke trail in Slalom.”

As well as the air display, there will be food and arts and
crafts stalls, live music and a classic car show, all organised
by Folkestone Festivals.

Community Hub opens
it’s doors again to Local
Classes
Romney Marsh Community Hub’s varied programme of
activities and fitness classes offer something for everyone!

As life slowly returns to normal, the Romney Marsh Community
Hub invites those aged 50+ to come along and try something
new with a varied programme of activities now on offer!

Jon Wilson, CEO of the Romney
Marsh Community Hub:
“I am a firm believer in daily
exercise, not just for the
physical benefits, but for our
mental health and overall
wellbeing. I am delighted that we
can invite people to get together in
this way and I look forward to
extending our programme of
classes and activities in
the coming months.
Please do get in
touch with us if there
is a particular fitness
class or activity you
would like to see at
the centre or if you are an instructor looking for a new venue!”

These classes are a great way for people over 50 to try new
activities, socialise and make friends; while also maintaining
their physical and mental wellbeing. Classes are currently
available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays but plans
are in place to offer further classes and alternative times.

All sessions are £5 (except for the Walking Group and Morris
Dancing) and must be booked in advance by calling 01797
363888. Please check when calling whether you need to bring
your own mat as this will depend on the class.

Visit and like our Facebook page to keep up to date with all the
classes on offer.

Some of our current classes and activities:

Yoga with Jade – every Tuesday from 11am to midday
This is a gentle class and ideal for beginners. Yoga is a great
exercise for the body and mind as it improves strength,
balance, flexibility and reduces levels of stress. It can also ease
pain and improve mobility for people with lower back issues; as
well as ease discomfort from tender, swollen joints for people
with arthritis.

Walking Group – every Tuesday from 10am (donation only)
Come and join the walking group; enjoy social conversations
and then come back to the Hub for a well-earned cup of tea and
slice of cake! All walking abilities welcome.

Pilates with Lorraine – every Wednesday from 3pm to 4pm
This is another gentle class with an emphasis on building your
core strength. Pilates can improve posture, muscle tone,
balance and joint mobility as well as relieve stress and tension.
Pilates, like yoga, can help with back pain and also help those
who suffer with anxiety and depression.

Tai Chi – every Thursday from 9.30am to11am and Seated Tai
Chi - 11am to midday
Studies have shown that regularly practising this Chinese
martial art benefits seniors in several ways; it can improve
flexibility, reduce symptoms of arthritis, effectively reduce stress
and provide overall pain relief. It is a great choice if you are
looking to improve your overall wellbeing.

Fitness with Christine – every Thursday from 1.30pm to 2.30pm
Come along to this fun class to socialise and get fit with friends.

Line Dancing with Sandie – every Thursday from 4pm to 6pm
Join us on Thursday afternoons and very soon you’ll know the
difference between the two-step and the Cowboy Cha Cha! Not
only is line dancing a huge amount of fun, it is also great for
your physical and mental wellbeing. Though you are moving
constantly during the dances, it is easy on the joints and it can
reduce stress levels, increase energy levels, improve strength
and decrease blood pressure. Come along and give it a go
cowboy boots optional!

Sunflower Singing Group with Rebecca Lodge – every Friday
from 10.30am to midday starting 3rd September
Singing for wellbeing - fun sessions for all, even if you think you
cannot sing!

Morris Dancing – every Wednesday from 7pm to 8pm starting
25 August until 29 September - £3 including tea/coffee
Come along and find out about Morris Dancing! Learn some
steps and by the end of the six-week course you will be able to
do a whole dance! An enjoyable way to keep fit, active and
make friends.
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Triennial 2021 –
A Philistines
Review

Jan Holben
It’s that time – The Triennial 2021 –
the word itself means ‘occurring every
three years’ - and in normal times it
does – 2020 would have been the 5th
event but was delayed due to Covid -
so this year is the 5th event and it runs
from 22nd July until 2nd November.
It started with a launch street party –
and I missed it – either I wasn’t on the
‘special people’ invite list or I just
didn’t see the event notification in
time. From all accounts it was ‘a blast’
- getting arty and art liking people
together to dance in the street after
months of isolation or lock-down
made for a very welcome and
sociable party.

Now – on to the actual art aspect of
the Triennial – what is it all about? It
started way back in 2008 with ‘Tails of
time and space’, 2011 brought us ‘A
million miles from home’, 2014 was
‘Lookout’ and 2017 was ‘double edge’
– and for 2021 we have ‘The Plot’.
As per the website:: “The Plot uses
three historic Folkestone narratives as
a point of departure: St Eanswythe’s
watercourse; the physician William
Harvey’s discovery of the circulation
of the blood; and Folkestone’s
industrial road ‘The Milky Way’.
Referring to passages of movement –
the movement of water, blood and
goods”.
These public artworks are in various
places across the town – and if you
do spend time to check out The
Triennial you will most likely visit
areas of Folkestone you have not

visited before too – so another good
reason to follow the trail.
So - as a Folkestone person
(Sandgate) and as a person who tries
to write stuff (!!) it is my duty (David
tells me) to review this significant
Folkestone event. I will say here up
front that I am not particularly art
literate, I generally like art that make
me smile because it has flowers or
nature in it – and I do like art that
makes me think – Tracy Emins ‘Baby
Things’ and Mark Wallengers ‘Folk
Stones’ still do that when I see them.
However, I cannot pretend to be a
serious art critic in any sense of the
word – so I will just list here some of
the artworks which I actually do like,
and why I like them – and some which
I just ‘do not get’ – I will start with
some I like:
Described as: “Pilar
Quinteros (b.1988, Chile) presents
Janus’ Fortress: Folkestone – a
monumental sculptural head sited on
a cliff top that looks both outwards at
Europe and inward to England,
contemplating the mixed fortunes of
what connects us but also divides us”
- and on walking around the giant
white head it did make me ponder on
our relationships with other countries,
especially as this time of separation,
unrest and change. As a bonus, from
the Janus head, if you could see
around the bend you could also see
the big black and yellow trumpet
(Siren, 2017 Triennial) too – another
one I like. I hope the Janus head will
stay after the event. Its worth going up
Wear Bay Road just for the fabulous
views – plus you can ‘pitch and putt’
or tennis with the family – that’s a
whole family day out on its own.
Another artwork I like is the statue
entitled ‘I Am Argonaut’ by Jason
Wilsher-Mills – this is described as:
“placed ‘in conversation’ with the
monumental statue of William Harvey,
son of the Mayor of Folkestone, Royal
Physician and discoverer of the
circulation of the blood. This dialogue
has a very particular and personal
significance for Jason, since his
disabilities have been caused by a
disease of the blood in his childhood.
For him it has been an opportunity to
pay his respects to a great scientist
whose studies paved the way for
some of the great advances of
modern medicine”. Judging by the
number of people I have seen having
their photos taken next to ‘I Am
Argonaut’ this one is very popular and
I liked the colourful and fun statue
which is so different from the stern
and grey William Harvey statue.

It’s early days and I have lots more to

see yet – but will mention here the
third one that I like – and it’s entitled
‘St Eanswythe’s Return’ - this one is
described; “the creation of the
Shellons Street gyratory involved the
demolition of two streets and the
wholesale removal of the course of St
Eanswythe’s Water as it ran along
Guildhall Street to the Town Hall and
Bayle Pond. The artists mark the
significance of this event for the urban
landscape by creating a dark wall and
a bright tree (the sculptural tree
replaces one that died while the
artwork was in planning). The steel
wall and the tree fountain together
suggest the rupture of St Eansywthes
waterway and its possible future
return”. I like this piece simply simply
because I like water in any form, it is
calming – and on reading the
description it certainly does make one
think about history and heritage we
may have lost – and I too hope for ‘its
possible future return’.

As mentioned about – I still have
many artworks to find over the course
of the next few months – but the last
one I will mention here now, that left
me underwhelmed was “Surface
Flows” by artist Tina Gverović which is
located on what remains of the traffic
access ramp for the roll-on roll-off
ferry. Described “...she has created
images of a number of discarded

items of clothing – some pairs of
jeans, a dress, T-shirt s – all in very
slightly varying shades of the same
blue (just as the blue of denim jeans
may vary subtly however much it
clings to the singular concept of blue).
The materiality or sensuality of the
clothing is signalled by the use of
heavy road-marking paint, wholly
appropriate to the roadway in which
these items lie. The concrete is
washed by the tides, and the items of
clothing remain, seemingly fragile but
unmoved, somehow monumental
despite our knowledge that these are
the most ephemeral vestiges of the
people that once wore them”. Having
read the blurb I do get the message
here, and it bears thinking about – I
just feel it could have been put over
much more eloquently with something
a little more visual than a bit of blue
paint on the concrete ramp – perhaps
something like the hauntingly beautiful
‘Rug People’ sculpture which was part
of the 2011 Triennial.
Over the weeks I will visit each of the
artworks, and there is lots to see, and
it’s not only the artworks themselves –
there is also a huge number of art
related events including; talks, a
number of guided tours including a
running guided tour, a drawing guided

tour, a guided tour drawing, a parent
and baby guided tour and more –

enough to keep any ‘Art Buff’ busy.
My last thoughts for now on this
Triennial - as I went looking for the
2021 Triennial artworks I saw many
artworks from previous triennials.
Because they have been there for
some years it is easy to take them for
granted – but I felt very lucky to live in

such a lively and vibrant town. In this
Triennial, as with the previous
Triennials, there is something for
everyone – there is serious art, there
is fun, colourful and contemporary art
– there is artwork to admire and some
to moan about (we do love a good
moan don’t we) – and although the
artworks are not always to my taste I
will admit – but the artworks, and this
town are never boring.
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site

HYTHE BAY PRIMARY
SCHOOL COMMEMORATES
A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER
WITH TIME CAPSULE
BURIAL
Pupils at Hythe Bay Primary School in Hythe, Kent have
commemorated the events of the past year by burying a time
capsule at Barratt Homes’ Martello Lakes development. The
objects, chosen by the children to represent the events and
challenges of the past year, were buried on 12th July with
representatives from both Barratt Kent and six students from the
school present.

The objects included in the time capsule hope to encapsulate the
local response to the unprecedented changes that have
occurred, with the items ranging from posters about life during the
pandemic, letters to the future, photographs of school displays
including a giant rainbow, to a lateral flow test, mask and
sanitiser. Some of the objects were created by the children in
class, reflecting their daily life in 2021 seen through objects
including rules to follow at school and examples of virtual sports
events, with the capsule scheduled to be dug up in 2121 by a new
generation of residents.

Carol Hughes, Deputy Headteacher of Hythe Bay Primary
School, said: “It goes without saying that the past year has been

like no other, but for future generations, we hope that our time
capsule can offer a glimpse into the experiences our community
shares today. We thank Barratt Kent for the opportunity to bury
the items in order to share our children’s stories and experiences
over the past year in Hythe at its Martello Lakes development.

“The students really enjoyed putting these items together and
hopefully those who open the capsule will enjoy learning about
our community and hearing the stories the students have
shared.”

Natalie Perry, Sales and Marketing Director for Barratt Kent,
adds: “Time capsules are a very special way to connect our
community with residents of the future. We are pleased to have
the capsule buried at Martello Lakes and have enjoyed seeing
the items included for the project. They offer a snapshot of the
past year, and we hope that the residents in 2121 will enjoy
connecting with our experiences as we have also done today.”

Barratt Kent is currently building its Martello Lakes development,
with the latest phase of homes fully sold out.

Last Wednesday I joined Lewis Biggs, the curator
of the 2020 Folkestone Triennial, for a tour of some
of the new artworks for this year’s show. The
Triennial had been delayed since last autumn, but
now makes its return with some spectacular new
artworks, that are not only talking points in their
own right, but make you look at aspects of the town
in a new light.

The title for this Triennial is ‘The Plot’, a term which
can be used to describe a conspiracy, the theme of
a book or a patch of productive land. In this
exhibition, the artworks draw from all of these
interpretations of ‘plot’ and say something about the
life and history or Folkestone, drawing from folklore
like the legend of St Eanswythe’s watercourse
running up to the Bayle, or the story of the town’s
first industrial road, Foord Road, running from the
former town gasworks to the harbour. This was
previously known as the ‘Milky Way’, because of
the coal dust scattered by the wagons bringing
loads from the ships in the harbour, which mixed
with the chalk dust from their returning journeys,
bringing back the rock to act as ballast on the
empty coal ships.

One of my favourite works in this Triennial has
been created by Morag Myerscough at the former
gasworks in Ship Street, and is called ‘Flock of
Seagulls Bag of Stolen Chips.’ This is a brightly
coloured welcome pavilion at the entrance to the
gasworks at the corner of Ship Street and
Bournemouth Road. The installation has been
created from a cylindrical scaffold structure,
copying the shape and outline of an old gasometer.
On to these have been placed brightly coloured
panels emblazoned with key phrases which were
created by local residents during a series of
workshops. Morag’s idea for this artwork was that it
should ‘make happy those who are near and those
who are far will come’. The overall impact is
spectacular and I’m sure it will please viewers from
near and far. The artwork also provides an
excellent view across the town looking towards the
railway viaduct and the harbour beyond.

This is the fifth Folkestone Triennial and each has
left behind a permanent legacy through the growing
collection of public art installations, as well as
marking further stages in the regeneration of the
town. Since the first Triennial in 2008 we have seen
increasing numbers of visitors to Folkestone to
enjoy the art shows, and more businesses
successfully trading in the harbour area and old
town. By the time of the next Triennial we will have
seen further progress with the redevelopment of the
former gasworks in Ship Street, into a new
residential community. However, over the summer
holidays I hope you get the chance to enjoy this
year’s exhibition and all that our coastal towns have
to offer.

RomneyMarsh Rotary 10k
Run a great success
The 12th running of the popular 10k run organised by race
management company, Nice Work, on behalf of the Rotary Club
of Romney Marsh went ahead on Sunday 25th July. Rain was
forecast for the morning which would have been welcomed by the
runners as it was a warm and muggy day but it stayed dry which
was good news for the volunteer marshals who could keep
waterproofs and umbrellas safely out of reach.

The race planned for the summer of
2020 had to be postponed and was
eventually held last November with a
staggered start and limited numbers
but thankfully, with most covid
restrictions lifted, this year’s race
returned to a mass start from Rolfe
Lane albeit that the traditional cake
stalls and children’s races were not
possible. There were 197
participants of all ages and abilities
who finished the course and
recorded a time but the outstanding
performance came from Ross
Skelton who smashed the course
record with a time of 30:08 (less than
5 minutes more than the current
world record!) and, having finished,
set off to do the run again just for
fun! The course is described by
Nice Work as ‘Pancake Flat’ and
meanders through the country lanes
to the north of New Romney, it is
enjoyed by the runners because the
lack of any significant hills offers
opportunities for the keen athletes to improve their personal best
times and allows those new to the sport or slightly less able to
complete a milestone distance in their development without too
much stress.

With Ross taking the plaudits for overall victory, it is worth
recording the fastest lady was Verity Hopkins (36:28), the fastest
70+ male veteran was Jon Wigley (46:21), the fastest female
veteran 65+ was Deirdre Coombs (58:04) and the fastest junior
was Jack Hodges (41:56). A full results list can be found on the
Nice Work website www.nice-work.org.uk

All proceeds from the race are used to support local charities and
good causes and the event is so popular that a date has already
been proposed for next year – Sunday 24th July so dig out your
trainers and go along for an enjoyable day.
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R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
6 P r i o r y C l o s e , N e w R om n e y

D O M E S T I C & C O M M E R C I A L
S C A F F O L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Free Estimates *CompetitiveRates
24 Hr Emergency Call Out

365 Days A Year
Council Approved Contractor

Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over
30Years
Experience
£5million Public
Liability Insurance

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly.Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• GardenMake Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Over 250
different types of sweets

Always in stock
All your favourite
Retro Sweets

Goodie Bags
And Party Cones
Made to order!

Come and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan

Of Hythe

Come and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan

Of Hythe

Programme for all
remaining libraries to
re-open
Plans are in place for Kent’s Libraries, Registration and Archives
services to return to normal service following the government’s
decision to ease Covid restrictions across the country from today (19
July).
KCC says it will be taking a “phased approach” to changes,
beginning with 18 libraries reopening from the week beginning 26
July.
The plan is for the majority of KCC’s 99 libraries to be reopened by
the end of the week beginning 9 August, the only exception being
Marden which, due to building improvement works, will reopen on
Monday 16 August.
Currently 43 libraries are open with appropriate Covid-safety
measures in place and details can be found here:
www.kent.gov.uk/libs
The specific re-opening day of the other 56 libraries will be
advertised locally and the opening times will all be available there
and on the website.
Libraries will continue to have hand sanitizer in place for customers
to use, with screens on the desks and the means for customers to
log their visit for “track and trace”.

HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL
DEMENTIA AWARENESS FORUM

Hythe Community Get-together
SATURDAY 14th AUGUST 2021

10.30AM – 3.30PM

TIN TABERNACLE, STADE ST, HYTHE
by kind permission of Peter Jarvis

Musical entertainment at intervals throughout the day:
Here Come the Girls

Becky Haisell
John Chapman with Musical Memories

Ray Williams Sing Along
Refreshments will be served throughout the day, with

attendance also by The Ice Cream Man
Stalls, including craft and bric-a-brac

Come and go as you please, everyone is welcome
We shall remain Covid-conscious throughout the day

Town Council says
‘Goodbye’
New Romney Town Council were sad to say a fond farewell
to Mrs Marlene Worf, last week, as she retired from the
position of Planning Clerk, that she has held for the last 19
years.

At an Especial Full Council meeting, on Monday 19th July,
a surprise presentation was made, by The Right Worshipful
the Mayor of New Romney, Cllr Paul Thomas, to Mrs Worf,
of a Pride of New Romney Town Council certificate, flowers
and gifts. She was thanked for her long and dedicated
service to the Town Council, and was assured that she had
left big shoes to fill!

Marlene has served with 8 different New Romney Town
Mayors over her time as Planning Clerk, and said that she
has found the job a thoroughly enjoyable and interesting
one.

The Town Council now welcomes Mrs Gemma Hall to take
over as the new Planning Clerk.

The Looker would also like to pass on our thanks to
Marlene, she has always been very helpful and polite

over the eleven years that the Paper has been running.
We wish her a long and very happy retirement.
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Advertisement

New Romney’s
newmenus
New Romney has a number of new
bars and restaurants. Starting with the
Diamond BBQ and restaurant, this
Turkish eatery has earned a good
reputation since opening and in spite
of lockdown, the extensive menu has
a huge variety of grills and kebabs
and one can order a Meze if you like
to dip in and share. A full takeaway
menu is offered with home delivery. I
have always found the food to be
great and the takeaway deliveries
have always been prompt and
accurate.

Next on the menu is the new
restaurant at the site of the former
Coach House opposite the town’s
main car park. The restaurant has
retained its name but is under new
ownership with an exciting new menu.
Owner, Maitre’d and head chef is
Fredi who is well known to local
aficionados as the owner of Fredi’s
grill and snack bar at Sycamore Farm
at Old Romney on the A259. Fredi’s
snack bar has a fantastic reputation
for its Greek food and its coffee and it
has become something of a local
legend. The same fabulous cuisine is
now being served in the more
auspicious setting of the Coach House
restaurant. The new menu includes a
few Fredi classics such as Gyros and
the Titan Burger. The Coach House
also boasts a takeaway service with
orders being taken up until 9.30pm for
delivery by 10pm.

Fredi commented “We're open from
8am till 5pm. We hope you can join us

for a nice bottle of Mythos or one of
our wonderful bottles of Greek wine, in
the sun, maybe grab Eggs benedict
for breakfast or our souvlaki pitta for
lunch?”.
Third on the menu is the new Italian
restaurant called Ruzzo’s in the home
of the previous Taste establishment.
This building has something of a
chequered past having seen on the
three previous restaurant incantations.
However, we think Ruzzo has an
excellent chance of success with its
typical Italian pasta and pizza fare,
beautifully cooked and presented.
Ambience is fine and service is very
good too.

New Romney is shortly to get a new
bar. There will also be a stylish interior
made to look like a bank vault,
pointing to the building’s former use as
NatWest Bank.
The bar, called “Balance” is currently
under construction in the High Street,
and is being financed by local
businessman Lance McKay, who has
not held back on making sure the Bar
is properly fitted out to make sure that
it is a great experience through his

companies HRS Rail and HRS
Construction.
Mr McKay owns a fair bit of local real
estate too - including the Savages
greengrocers, next door to his new
bar.
But bringing a quality bar to his
hometown, while diverting all of its
profits to brain tumour charities

because his daughter has recovered
from one, means this particular
venture is closest to Mr McKay's
heart.
There is no particular charity the bars
profits will be linked to but there will be
a focus on brain tumour charities."

Over the coming weeks, The
Looker will once again be starting
our famous food and restaurant

reviews.
The deal is simple. You invite us to
sample your restaurant/venue and
supply us with 2 starters 2 mains
and 2 desserts of your choice (we
recommend that they are different)

and we will review your
establishment. If coupled with an
advert we will do a special 2 page

promotion.

Next December we hope to award
our Looker 2021 Best Restaurant

Prize.
Last years winner was Sotirios in

Folkestone. It will be a tough dining
experience to beat, so bring it on.

The review will comment on the
food (obviously), the service, the
style of the menu and the overall

dining experience
To book a review, contact David

01797 364837
Or email: david@thelooker.co.uk

Keep pets safe
from the sun
While we might like to bask in the summer
sunshine, excessive heat can be
disastrous for our pets. The People’s
Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA)
proffers the following advice.
Keep pets cool
With temperatures rising, summer can be
an uncomfortable season for our pets. Put
yourself in their paws and think how hot
you’d feel if you wore a fur coat on a
baking hot day!
Here is our vets’ advice about how to
keep your pets cool this summer:
Dogs
Cool walkies: Walk dogs in the morning
or evening – before 8am and after 5pm is
best. This stops them overheating in the
midday sun.
Take the five second test: Pavements
and sand can get very hot in the middle of
the day. They can quickly burn your dog’s
paws. Check the temperature of the
pavement with your own hand – if it’s too
hot for you to hold your hand there for 5
seconds, it’s too hot for your dog!
Dogs die in hot cars: Never leave your
dog in a hot car – it can be fatal.
Safe summer road-trips: Always make
sure your dog is safely secured in your
car. Don’t let them lean out of the window.
Their eyes or nose can be injured by
debris or small stones kicked up from the
road. Pets have also been known to fall
out, or be injured by passing vehicles.
Tasty summer treats: Keep your dog
hydrated with some tasty summer
treats.
Cats
Make sure your cats have access to
shade and plenty of drinking water during
the day.
Don’t leave them in cars, caravans or
conservatories – they can quickly
overheat.
Rabbits and guinea pigs
Don’t leave hutches in direct sunlight and
make sure they have a shady area to
relax in if they get too hot - their hutch
roof must be solid for shade and safety
and their exercise run should also have a
covered area.
Never keep your rabbit or guinea pig in a
greenhouse or conservatory – they can
quickly overheat.
Make sure they have plenty of clean
water throughout the day.
Leave a glass jar filled with ice cubes, so
they have something cool to lie against in
hot weather.
Small pets
Keep their cage out of direct sunlight and
away from places likely to become hot.
Make sure your pets’ bottle is topped up
with fresh water to help prevent
overheating.
Keep small pets cool by freezing a bottle
of water and placing it on the outside of
their cage, near their sleeping area. Don’t
put it inside their cage because they might
get too cold.
Budgies, chickens and fish

Make sure your feathered friends have
plenty of water throughout the day.
Give your chickens a dust bath – they’ll
appreciate the chance to get ‘clean’ in
warm weather.
Make sure your hen house is well
ventilated. Putting wire mesh across the
windows means your hens can get plenty
of fresh air while still being kept safe.
Treat your chickens for red mite early in
the summer as these uninvited guests
make them uncomfortable in summer.
If your hens have any bald patches, they
could get sunburn. Use pet-safe sun
cream on their bare patches or keep them
out of the midday sun.
Never put your budgie cage close to the
window or in direct sunlight – they can
quickly overheat.

Check your fishponds and aquaria.
Ensure they have a shaded area as they
can get very hot in the summer.
Signs of heatstroke in pets
Just like humans, pets can suffer from
heatstroke. In fact, because of their small
size and their furry coats, they’re more
likely to feel the heat than we are. Keep
an eye on your pet for any signs of
heatstroke, including:

excessive panting
extreme salivation
distress
collapse

If you think your pet is suffering from
heatstroke, you can give them first aid by
slowly cooling them down. Always contact
your vet if you think your pet suffering
from heatstroke.
Flystrike in rabbits
Flystrike happens when flies lay their
eggs on a rabbit, usually around their
bottom. The eggs hatch into maggots
which eat their way into the rabbit’s skin.
Flystrike can be fatal.
Flies are usually attracted to dirty fur, so
it’s important to make sure your rabbit is
kept clean and that you check them
regularly.
BBQ hazards for pets

When the temperatures rise, the lure of
the barbecue is irresistible. Here are our
tips for making sure your BBQ is safe and
fun for your pet too:
Eating barbecue scraps can upset your
pet’s stomach – undercooked or fatty food
can make them sick so skip the scraps!
Keep leftovers away from prying paws.
Pets might be tempted to raid the bin and
vets often have to operate on pets who
have eaten things they shouldn’t, like corn
on the cob cores.
Keep fuel out of reach – it can be fatal for
your pet.
Make sure your pet steers clear from
flames and glowing embers which could
give them severe burns.
Prevent pet sunburn by slapping on the
sun cream and making sure they’ve got
plenty of shade and water. Pets with pale
fur are more likely to get sunburn and you
can buy special sun creams from pet
shops.
Alcohol is dangerous for pets, so keep
your drinks out of reach of thirsty pets.
Use plastics cups and plates and crockery
or glass can easily smash and cause a
hazard for pets.

Summer garden safety
We all love to spend time in the garden in
the summer months but our gardens can
contain hidden dangers for curious paws:
Check your garden to make sure it’s pet-
friendly. Try to use pet-friendly pesticides
wherever you can.
Avoid poisonous plants in areas that pets
can get to. These include daffodils, lilies,
laburnum, cherry laurel, castor oil bush
and yew.
Make sure bin lids are secure, especially
if the bin has any food inside. Curious
cats will investigate anything that smells
interesting and dogs will probably eat
anything that captures their attention.
Avoid cocoa shell mulches. They are
highly poisonous to pets as they contain
high levels of theobromine (also found in
chocolate). Avoid these altogether or keep
pets away from areas where these are
used.

Water and beach safety
Lots of dogs love swimming and it's a
great way for them to cool down in the
summer heat. However, it's important
to pick the right swimming spot and know
how both you and your dog can stay
safe.
Beaches can also be amazing places for
dogs to exercise and have fun. But it is
important for owners to be aware of
possible seaside dangers, like strong
tides, coastal wildlife and even seaweed!
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Community Garden
Projects – A July Round-
up

Jan Holben
July has been an interesting month hasn’t it – some super hot
sunny days and some heavy stormy weather days too –
although not as much rain as we thought we would get – and
certainly not enough to replenish the water butts. In fact a good
old mixture of just about all weathers in one month. But
although us humans (and our furry friends) may have struggled
with the heat and the storms – the flowers and shrubs are
loving it as long you were able to keep them watered through
the dry spells.
Here is a quick run through on how some of the community
projects are coping with this changeable weather, and what
they have gotten up to over the last few weeks.
Locavore Community Garden: There is plenty going on in the
Locavore Community Garden – with members cropping nice
big juicy courgettes, cauliflowers, celery, parsnips, onions and
more. This community project is looking ahead too with plans to
deliver a Garden Holiday Club - 4 weeks of fun and learning
around food and well-being during the summer holidays. The
Holiday Club is free for all children eligible for free school meals
and is organised around 4 themes: Planting, Growing, Waste/
Recycling and Sharing Food Together, with different activities
on each day, from Wildlings (forest school) and bush craft, to
drumming, meditation, arts and crafts, film-making (with Young
Animators) and story-telling (Books for Change) with Fridays
for ÒFamily Nature and Well-beingÓ. All activities to take place
outdoors (based in the Locavore Community Garden). This is a
very popular event and was booked out quickly – but if you
want to find out more about this project check out: http://
www.locavoregrowingproject.org

Hythe Triangle
Community Garden: One
of the first tasks that the
Hythe Triangle Community
Garden set its volunteers
was to repair the old stone
wall in Windmill Street –
and the call for help from
members went out at
short notice to get things
moving. It was heavy work
moving earth and stones
away from the old wall so
that repairs could be done
effectively – but despite it
being one of the hottest
days of this year – they
made great progress.
Some days later, and
although the weather was
uncertain the rain held off
- and with another big
push on this work they
were finally able to clear
the space ready so that
the wall renovation work
itself can begin. If you
want to know more about
this community project or
to get involved contact
Terance Ellames via email
at: hello@htcg.org or
Facebook.com/
Hythetriangle
Incredible Edibles
Cheriton and
Broadmead: Some great
community gardening
going on in various places
across Cheriton and
Broadmead. Members
spent an afternoon

gardening in All Souls Church on a lovely sunny day,
remembering to check on the hops which are doing so well
there. And on another day, with a generous contribution from
Folkestone Woods Trades staff, another gorgeous planter was
created and is now blooming on Cheriton High Street. Locals
are loving it – and want more. If you would like to get involved
contact Tina Pearson on email at: tina.pearson1@sky.com
Sandgate Community Garden: Despite tales from across the
country about torrential rain Sandgate and Folkestone too
escaped the extreme weather experienced elsewhere – so
watering the plants has still been necessary for the Sandgate
Community Garden. This year there has been a focus on more
leafy vegetables: lettuces, chard, kale and spinach. The second
sowing of lettuce and chard are being picked every week, along
with courgettes, spring onions and plenty of sweet peas. Dwarf
beans are now flowering as are autumn raspberries. A second
tray of beetroot was planted, as well as the first of new chard
plants. Dill, chervil and two varieties of coriander also got sown.
A plan this year was to use organic bacteria against the
caterpillars, a highly selective biological insecticide, gives them
a stomach ache and they drop off the plants after they have
munched a little - totally safe for people, pets and birds and
pollinators though. Morrisons the supermarket are supporting
this project and provided some herbs which were shared with
the Incredible Edibles, as well as packs of the most unusual
seed packets of wild flowers. For more on this inspiring project
check out: http://growshepway.uk/grow/
Harbour Ward Community Garden: Volunteers were
spending time cutting back overgrown vegetation and weeding.
They split into teams (around 20 people had turned up) and
they cleared pathways to make them safe. It was a very hot
day but volunteers said it was so good to be outside and able
to chat with others, and those who were walking down to the
beach too. All were thanked for their efforts, with special thanks
going to Cllr Nicky Keen, Cllr Michelle Dorrell Keutenius our
mayor, Bryan from Shepway Vox and Giles Barnard from
District council who is our go to person on all grounds works
and litter picks. They plan to do the similar work around East
and Harbour every 2nd Saturday of the month so keep your
eyes peeled – all volunteers very welcome

Hythe Environmental Community Group – Gleaning: Some
of the Hythe gleaners went out cutting cabbages, while the rest
sorted potatoes. - they say it was great to have a younger
volunteer to do some of the carrying. Great team work meant
that they finished orders early – yet more produce that would
have gone to waste will instead be going to local organisations
for distribution into the community.
Hythe Green Preservation Society: This group is fundraising
and are tantalisingly close to their goal reaching £15,000. It
means they they will be able to deliver above and beyond their
initial aspirational goal and they are excited to make a start on
the woodland and to continuing with plans to improve and
enhance this wonderful space. This initiative was developed by
the Hythe Green Preservation Society utilising advice from the
Kent Wildlife Trust, the Bumblebee Conservation Society and is
following a management plant devised by Stephen Bailey
Landscaping.
More about these inspiring projects from website:
growshepway.uk
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St Augustine’s RC Primary School
Wins Rotary Competition
The four local Rotary Clubs (Channel,
Folkestone, Hythe and Romney
Marsh) are delighted to announce that
Anushka Sharp (age 9) has won first
prize in the Junior Section of our
annual Rotary Young Artist
Competition and come runner-up in
Rotary’s much larger South East
District competition. Anushka is a
pupil at St Augustine’s Roman
Catholic Primary School in Hythe and
loves painting. This is a great
achievement when you consider that
there are 72 Rotary Clubs in our
District (Kent, Sussex, South East
London and Gibraltar) all closely
associated with hundreds of primary
schools. Over the years, local schools
have had a strong record of success
in these District and National Rotary competitions.

The theme of this year’s Young Artist competition was “Wild Nature” and
Anushka produced an outstanding painting of a hedgehog. David Jarvis,
Founder President of Channel Rotary (Folkestone) and organiser of the
local competition presented her with a voucher for £30 and a painting kit
beside the Military Canal in Hyrthe last week. Unfortunately, it wasn’t
possible to make the presentation at a school assembly because of
Covid restrictions. Collen Hill, Past President of Hythe Rotary Club,
attended the presentation and is arranging for Anushka’s winning entry
and her Local and District prize certificates to be specially framed for her.

Sam Newton, Dylan Kendal and Kaspar Dart, all pupils from Sandgate
Primary School in Folkestone, were also highly commended in the Local
competition.

Congratulations to our prize winners and all our entrants.

Vets Not
Refs?

Jan Holben
There has been another protest
demonstration at Napier Barracks – this
time a group of people with big banners
peacefully protesting about refugees
being given housing – when, they say,
some military veterans are still living on
the street.
Reading comments on social media, any
conversation threads on this subject
become quite inflammable very quickly –
with some reminding us that ‘the
veterans fought for our country’ and ‘our
military people didn’t fight for everyone
else to have the right to live here’. Those
from the opposite site remind us that
Òisn’t Britain suppose to be a
compassionate country?’ and Òwhy
does it have to be either we help the
refugees or we help the military
veterans?Ó.
And by the time each side has had their
say – the conversation, such as it was,
goes downhill with neither ‘side’ listening
or being heard and all that seems to be
important is that one side feels that have
‘won’ the argument. So to set the record
straight – here are some facts about how
Refugees and Veterans can receive help
(or not) in the UK.
To start with military people, including
Veterans are able to claim financial
support in a number of ways – some of
which are, of course, available to all UK
people: Child Benefit, Statutory Sick
Pay, Personal Independence Payment,
Sure Start Maternity Grant, Jobseekers
Allowance and tax credits. Military
people may also be eligible to receive
Armed Forces Independence Payment
(AFIP) which is a payment for service
personnel and veterans who have been
seriously injured as a result of service on
or after 6 April 2005 if they are not
already receiving some form of disability
allowance.
There are also a number of Veteran
support charities which can offer help –
SSAFA the Armed Forces charity, the
Royal British Legion, Veterans Gateway
to name but a few. It is also true that
Veterans have priority within the NHS
system, they should give their GP the
paperwork they received from their
military medical centre, including their
medical records. Being flagged as a
veteran in the NHS medical notes helps
to ensure that Veterans are able to
access dedicated services – including
services for mental health and physical
health conditions. So it would appear
that there is lots of financial support,
mental and physical help and advice ‘out
there’ for Veterans should they need that
support.
Furthermore, Veterans returning to
civilian life can get help finding
accommodation through the Joint
Service Housing Advice Office. For
single Veterans there is the Single
Persons Accommodation Centre for the
Ex Services (SPACES) which may be
able to find accommodation, if contacted
within six months of leaving the Armed
Forces. Across the country, and in Kent

too – Veterans villages are being
planned in collaboration with the Local
Authorities who are also always
available to give free advice on housing
options and to offer help if a Veteran is
threatened with homelessness.
There does appear to be an abundance
of organisations out there to help
Veterans with just a few examples listed
above. Although even with everything
that can be done there are still some
homeless Veterans falling through the
cracks in the system. For these people
there are charity organisations set up,
often supported by Local Authorities,
specifically to help homeless people;
Porchlight – Kents largest charity for
homeless and vulnerable people and
Folkestones Rainbow Centre offer
homeless support, winter shelter,
foodbanks and more. Sadly if the
homeless person suffers with mental
illness or is a drug user it is more difficult
to access any of these services – but not
impossible. The Urban Pastors, a
voluntary project set up by Cheriton
Baptist Church and working with Police
and the District Councils community
safety unit, goes out regularly supporting
and working alongside other agencies,
with low level intervention where
needed.
Now, taking a look at the help provided
and available for Refugees – firstly it is
worth noting that there are different
categories of Refugee: Refugee, Asylum
Seekers, Internally Displaced Persons,
Stateless Persons, Returnees, Religious
or Political Affiliation, Escaping War and
Discrimination based on Gender/Sexual
Orientation.
The numbers of migrants arriving in
small boats has significantly increased
over the Summer months due to the
calm weather, whether they are
intercepted by Boarder Force in UK
waters or land on one of the beaches
along this stretch of the coast – they are
initially taken to Dover to be processed.
If they claim asylum they will have a
screening interview there. From there a
decision will be taken as to where they
can be accommodated whilst their
application for asylum can be processed
– this can take several months,
sometimes more than a year –
especially if the asylum seeker has lost
of mislaid his or her paperwork.
According to the UK.gov website: ÒYou
may be able to get housing and money
to support you and your family while
you’re waiting to find out if you’ll be
given asylum. This also means your
children will go to a free state school and
you may get free healthcare from the
National Health Service (NHS). You can
still apply for short term support if you’ve
been refused asylum and are preparing
to leave the UKÓ There is a free asylum
helpline number given which gives
asylum support or short term support.
In general whilst their case is being deal
with, and this can take some months,
immigrants were accommodated in
hostels, B&Bs or similar. However,
because the number of migrants
crossing the channel or arriving in lorries
increased significantly over the last 12 to
18 months it has meant that the Home
Office needed to urgently source
suitable short to medium term
accommodation for the many single men

who arrived. Covid added an extra level
of urgency causing even more problems
in finding suitable accommodation for
the single men leading the Home Office
to strike an agreement with the MOD for
temporary use of Napier Barracks here
in Kent, and another Barracks in Wales.
For asylum seekers in hostels, B&Bs or
similar they are given £39.63 per person
to pay for food, clothing and other
essentials they may need – this money
is loaded onto a debit card each week –
pregnant women can also apply for a
maternity grant. Asylum seekers are also
entitled get free NHS healthcare if they
need to see a doctor or visit hospital for
treatment. Free prescriptions for
medicine, dental care, eyesight tests and
help paying for glasses if required.
Children of school age are required to
attend school.
If a migrants claim for asylum is refused
and they have good reason why they
cannot leave the UK immediately they
can still request help with
accommodation which will be short term
housing, they may still receive a debit
payment card to pay for essentials and
they will still have access to the NHS.
However, they are expected to return to
their own country as soon as possible.
There are a number of charities
supporting migrants whilst they are here
www.migranthelpuk.org/ is one such
organisation, there are many others.
Migranthelpuk.org provide advice and
guidance on: How to claim asylum,
Navigating the asylum process, Applying
for asylum support including
accommodation, Notifying the Home
Office if circumstances change, Finding
legal representation, Accessing
healthcare, Support during the post-
decision period and all other asylum and
post-asylum claim related matters
including help with translations and
Covid support.
If you have read this far – I hope you will
conclude that, putting political or
personal beliefs aside, both groups,
Veterans and asylum seekers, are well
provided with networks of organisations
set up to provide advice and services to
help when they most need help. Both
networks run independently of the other
– there is no cross over, and one doesn’t
operate at a cost to the other. Short term
accommodation offered to asylum
seekers would not be suitable for our
Veterans – the needs of asylum seekers
is different from the needs of our
Veterans. Sadly some Veterans do fall
through the cracks of the vast support
networks that are there for them – and if
you come across any person who needs
help you may point them in the first
instance towards one of the guidance
charities who will know how to manage
that persons needs.
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charged under section 1 of the Official Secrets act of 1989.
If this all sounds familiar, then that's because it is based on
the true story of Gun's subsequent trial and the
Governments attempts to discredit both Gun and the leaked
memo. This includes the attempted deportation of her
husband a Turkish Kurd. Official Secrets is a relevant piece
of British history and questions the validity of a war that is
still fiercely debated today. Gun risked her marriage and life
in an attempt to stay true to her beliefs and principles and
despite her subsequent acquittal still found it impossible to
find a job after the trial and now lives in Turkey with her
husband and daughter.

Gun at the time became quite a cause celebre and found
much needed support from Reverend Jesse Jackson, US
Governor Daniel Ellsberg and Actor Sean Penn. Despite
being advised not to Gun sought the support of Liberty an
organisation that sought to support injustices.

This is a strong cast with the beautiful Keira Knightly in the
role of Gun. Matt Smith, Ralph Fiennes provide strong
support but it's Rhys Ifans and Conleth Hill cast as journalist
Ed Vulliamy and Observer editor Roger Alton who steal the
show with their abrupt and abusive attitude to the profession
and their fellow journalists.

Official Secrets demands viewing and whatever your views
on the Iraqi war and its subsequent outcome you will
certainly be drawn into the argument.
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Vince
The Movie Man

‘YOU NEVER KNOW’
I find that re-affirmation of life resides in the little things. The
other morning, I was waiting at the bus stop (yes, I use the bus
and the tube most days - I am Citizen Woolfie Smith) and a
small, irate man was berating the tardiness of the bus. The only
other people at the bus stop were a mother & daughter. The
Mum looked like a Timotei advert and I half-expected her to
shake her long hair in slow-motion. The little man was
complaining loudly that it's all the Mayor of London's fault that
the buses are delayed due to ‘his incessant roadworks and bus
lane expansion madness’. Eventually the bus arrived, and I
decided to sit next to the man and have a chat. I couldn't resist.
We yak about the London Mayor, the council, cyclists, bus
routes and then he starts to get visibly upset. I enquire what's
the matter? It transpires that his (male) partner of over 40 years
had died in his sleep five days ago & he was on his way to the
undertakers to make the funeral arrangements. He starts to cry
and apologises. I consoled him as best I could. I read the eulogy
that he's prepared and the running order of the funeral service
that he is taking to the printers. We talk some more. No wonder
he was angry. The ghastly random unfairness of life. We part at
the tube station.
I then boarded the tube en route to the Men's Radio Station
studio that was in Covent Garden, and the same Mum and

daughter are on my virtually empty carriage The Mum (Mrs
Timotei) laughs and asks me if the little man was still angry. I
explain the sad circumstances and we both reflect on it. Then,
without prompting, Mum says that a few weeks before her
daughter was born 15 years ago, her partner died
unexpectedly. We talk about it. They leave. I continue to the
studio.
Two completely random encounters that shone a dazzling light
on the lottery of life. We are so quick to judge. We never know
people's back story. We don't know their pain. We have no idea
what they have, or are, enduring.

This is a toxic era and some days the endless negativity and
bile, especially on social media, are exhausting. A smile, a text,
a phone call, an actual face-to-face chat (remember those?)
can change the entire course of someone’s day. All it takes is a
little of your time.

Speaking of social media, it is very flattering but seems utterly,
raving bonkers that I have one thousand 'friend requests'
waiting patiently in the wings. Yes, a thousand. Madness! As
someone becoming increasingly reclusive even post-lockdown,
I find it both bewildering and astonishing. Facebook have
informed me that they will start removing ‘the earliest friend
requests’. A digital cull, apparently. It is not that I’m not grateful.
Thank you to the one thousand total strangers for reaching out,
it's very kind of you. But in a world that is clearly having a
collective nervous breakdown, I am very cautious as to who I
add as a 'friend' - a ridiculous term as we don’t know each other
in the least. Life, it never fails to dazzle me with its weirdness.
What does this tell us? That everyone has the time to stare at a
screen for hours, avidly listening to Terry, a hairdresser from
Stoke On Trent and his views on the Pandemic, who evidently
is also a medical genius and knows far more than doctors,
specialists and the leading scientists on the planet, despite
leaving school with a GCSE in woodwork, but so few have the
time for the tiniest of interpersonal exchanges. When did we
stop caring and just want to be offended?

TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE RUSS@THELOOKER.CO.UK

Budgeting Tips
Mean with meat.
With the increasing awareness of what
our habits are doing to the environment,
many people have turned Vegetarian, or
Vegan. The difference is that
vegetarians eat dairy and other animal
products, like eggs, whereas vegans
stick to plants only. The production of
meat and dairy products causes 14.5%
of the world’s emissions of greenhouse
gases.
Even if you do feel strongly about not
eating animals and their products, it is
wise to do some research. Veganism
suddenly feels like a “bandwagon” or the
“in thing” at the moment. Suddenly there
are hundreds of manufactured Vegan
and Vegetarian options. In the diet, the
baddies, as most people know, are fat,
sugar and salt, and increasingly “Ultra
Processed Foods”. Scientists are
finding out that these are much more
dangerous than meat in it’s pure form
and cooked from scratch. . These
include most food products made in a
factory. They contain large amounts of
preservatives, colourings, chemicals,
palm oil, and soy. Into this dangerous
category are many sausages, cooked
meats, ready meals, etc. I’m not sure
whether all the manufactured Vegan/
vegetarian options fall into the same

category. Many cheap ready meals and
fast food, also contains foreign meat,
which is often produced to a much lower
standard than our home grown meat.
In an Aldi of Lidl sales leaflet, (of all
places!) I saw the recipe for a fancy
vegan breakfast. I totted up what it
would cost FOR 1 PERSON. It was
between £10-£11!! It contained lots of
fancy, trendy ingredients, most of which
we hadn’t heard of 5 years ago. Lots of
them were foreign, and involved a lot of
air miles. Turns out it was neither budget
friendly nor environment friendly. Some
of the vegan advice involves
“smoothies” I never really “got”
smoothies. Always seem a waste to me,
to pulverise perfectly good pieces of fruit
to a pulp. A friend did say that if your
children don’t like fruit very much, it is a
way of getting fruit into them. Like
vegetables and soup! Ours were always
happy to eat fruit, so not a problem.
If for instance you make a simple
sponge cake at home, it is basically 4
ingredients. Margarine or butter, castor
sugar, flour and eggs. If you buy one in
a box, there are 20 ingredients. All kinds
of preservatives, chemicals, agents to
make it rise and be light, hold it together,
oils to make it moist etc etc.
So if you do decide to go vegetarian or
vegan, be wise as serpents, read
around the subject (taking weird sites on
internet with a pinch of salt) and make
sure what you are buying really is

healthy and environment friendly. Vegan
diets can be very short on protein, you
have to make sure you have enough,
through beans, lentils or nuts. Babies,
toddlers and young children should
not be on a vegan diet. What is healthy
for an adult, is not healthy for small
children, because they need a lot of fat
and sugars (not refined, but from natural
sources) and protein for healthy growth.
The top range pretend meat is called
“Quorn” and does not contain Soy, as
some of cheaper ranges do. Beware of
this, one of the crops causing
deforestation of the Amazon rain forest,
is the world’s need for Soy.
If you are getting environmentally
aware, but can’t manage without meat,
one way is to be “mean with meat”
Casseroles, pies, stews, meat loaves
can all be made with a minimum of
meat, and padded out with vegetables,
various carbohydrates, seasoning,
herbs and spices, and can be very tasty.
They aren’t hard to do, look up a recipe
on the internet. The quantities aren’t
precise, like in a cake. If you do take the
trouble to cook, always make a large
amount, so you can keep or freeze
some.
So happy experimenting with your diet,
for the sake of your health and the
health of the planet.

Escape Room 2
I like a good horror/thriller, sadly
Escape Room - Tournament of
Champions isn't one of them.

The sequel sees Ben and Zoey,
who escaped in the first film,
going to New York to expose the
mysterious Minos for their evil
deeds. However, it would seem
Minos are one step ahead and set
a trap to pit Ben and Zoey against
their other escape room champions. What follows is
simply a re-hash of the first film with a different set of
challenges in a new and modernised escape room and,
as is standard, an open ending.

I don't know if its CGI making film makers lazy but every
film needs a decent story and if that story is successful
and a sequel follows then please inject fresh ideas into
the original. Horror films especially will rehash the same
story simply finding new and inventive ways to dispose of
'those meddling teens' Escape Room 2 is the dance
music equivalent of sampling but just adding some
different lyrics to it. Escape Room 2 definitely over relies
on CGI effects to compensate for a lack of story but call
me a cynic "Cynic" I can guarantee another horror
franchise is waiting in the wings. Get ready for 'Escape
Room 3 - We've got to get out of this place if it's the last
thing we ever do, well at least until Escape Room 4 -
Carry on Escaping.

Thankfully escaping a cinema is far easier and if this is
your cup of tea then fair enough. If not save yourself a
trip to the cinema and tune into The Roku channel and
watch the far superior Cube (1997) which is the daddy of
the escape room movies. Also showing is the sequels
Cube 2, Hypercube which like the Escape Room sequel
relies heavily on CGI effects and comes across as
slightly confusing and annoying. Thankfully Cube Zero
reverts to the original format and mixes gore with some
comedic characters while injecting a heavy dose of black
humour. It is watchable but not a patch on the original. If
you do enjoy the original hold on to the forthcoming
Japanese remake of the original which I am sure will be
worth a view.

Official Secrets
I do try to review films from all genres and not always
mainstream films in an attempt to find some little gems
for you. Official Secrets was one I missed at the cinema,
much to my dismay, so was thrilled when Netflix put it on
their schedule.

Official Secrets tells the story of whistle blower Katharine
Gun who exposed a memo received at GCHQ, where
she worked as a translator. The memo detailed a joint
United States and Britain operation to spy on members of
the United Nations Security Council in order to obtain
their support to pass a resolution supporting an invasion
of Iraq. Gun, angry that Britain and America were being
led into a war on false pretences, passed the memo to a
friend who passed it to an anti-war movement who in turn
forwarded it to The Observer newspaper who after much
debate and investigation ran the story. With the
publication of the story an internal investigation was held
by GCHQ and rather than allow her friends to be
scrutinised Gun confessed to leaking the story and was
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By Vince Shelly
For those of you who don't know I hold
the UEFA B coaching badge in Football
and have managed the reserve teams
of Ashford Town, Tunbridge Wells,
Lordswood and was assistant manager
at Crystal Palace Ladies. I was also
asked to scout for my beloved Millwall
but in time fell out of love with coaching
due to the internal politics that exist in
the game. Now I'm happier at the New
Den on matchdays but I still have some
very treasured memories coaching.

One of my happiest coaching positions
was coaching for Brazilian Soccer
School Ashford which in turn led to me
meeting a number of celebrities and
giants of the game. Both my sons Alex
and Aidan played for the local and
national sides and Alex played and
scored at the Millenium stadium for the
BSS National side in a select game.

Brazilian Soccer Schools was founded
by Simon Clifford, who spent time in
Brazil studying their training methods.
Clifford produced a training programme
which incorporated the ICFDS skills
badge. This allowed those attending to
not only improve their techniques but
progress through their skills badges. At
the time Brazilian Soccer Skills came
into conflict with the powers that be and
were once told "There's nothing we can
learn from the Brazilian game" How
many years of hurt has it been? Based
at the Mini-Soccer centre in Ashford
and working with Ben Moyle and
Emma Knight we built up BSS Ashford
and took it into schools as well as
coaching Socatots to ages 1-4, which
was an awesome experience.

The annual BSS training camp for
coaches in Leeds was a real highlight
and at these camps I met Ex-Forest,
Newcastle, Spurs and England legend
and now BBC pundit Jermaine Jenas.
England and Man Utd legend Bryan
Robson, who took a coaching session,
and one of the greatest fitness coaches
in the world Roger Spry who has
worked with the Austrian, Scottish and

Kuwait national sides as well as
Arsenal, Man City, Aston Villa, FC
Porto, Sporting Lisbon and Celtic
amongst others. I thought I was fit until
I took part in one of Spry's lung busting
sessions and I was literally blowing out
of the place where the sun doesn't
shine. We also had a visit to Ashford
from Brazilian legend Cafu and I still
have a signed Brazilian shirt from the
great man.

My two sons also benefited from the
BSS programme and represented
Ashford in a number of promotional
events. Alex in particular became a
figurehead for BSS and attended an
illustrious event at the House of
Commons with Spurs legend Gary
Mabbutt MBE. I also took Alex and
fellow BSS players Danny and Matt to
the BBC studios where they featured
on Dick and Dom's in da
bungalow. The boys performed
moves and skills in the Blue
Peter garden as well as featuring
in links with Dick and Dom.
To say the boys were
excited was an
understatement
and they seriously
gave Dick and
Dom a run for
their money.

The next call we
received was from
head office
who wanted us to
provide two players for an
event at the now-defunct
Southern Masters at the
Planet Ice Arena in Milton
Keynes. This particular
Southern Masters consisted of
four sides Arsenal, Spurs,
Southampton and Portsmouth
with the winners of the tournament
progressing through to the National
finals. This over 35's tournament
featured club legends such as
Francis Benali, Matt Le Tissier,
Perry Groves, Tony Woodcock,
Paul Davis, Neil Webb and
Mickey Quinn. The boys were
to compete in between the
matches against another
BSS school from North
London.

It was a bright sunny day
when we made the trip
to Milton Keynes with
us and the boys in full
BSS kit. BSS at the
time were sponsored by
Lego, much to the amusement of my
mates. The Planet Ice Arena was a
2,800-capacity stadium mainly used for
Ice Hockey and Skating but today was
full of Sky Sports cameras, ageing
superstars and football fans supporting

their heroes from yesteryears.

Upon our arrival the boys were starting
to show nerves as while they had
performed to bigger TV audiences, they
had never performed in front of such a
large crowd. The fact that their

opponents for the day were at
least 4 or 5 years older didn't
help their nerves. "The fact
that you are a lot younger
will win over the crowd" I
tried to reassure the boys
but to little avail. To their
credit the boys didn't
disgrace themselves and
performed to the best of
their abilities in front of a
packed crowd of
supportive footballs fans
and friends and family
watching via Sky Sports.

Yours truly even managed to get
himself on camera as I stood on
the arena giving them moral
support.

The boys did their two slots
and were buzzing if not

relieved at the end.
Then came the
unexpected bombshell

when it was announced
that the presentation of the

Lego sponsored Lego Player
of the Tournament award was to
be presented by......Me. Yes, in
front of the packed crowd and

Sky Sports Cameras yours
truly presented the Player of

the Tournament to one of my heroes
and the player of the tournament
Southampton and England legend
Matt Le Tissier. Which I did with a
ridiculously exuberant and
cheesy grin . Tiss, as I now call
him, was as friendly as he
seems on camera and we had a
decent little chat before I
presented him with the trophy.

Thankfully I still have the picture to
prove it all happened and a claim to
fame that I met Matt Le Tissier on

Sky Sports. I wholeheartedly apologise
unreservedly to friends and family who
after sitting down to watch Alex had
their viewing experience spoilt by my
mug beaming like a Cheshire cat.
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AND ANOTHER
THING ….

By Russell Tillson

Over the last sixteen months, the
impact of the pandemic has altered our
use of vocabulary almost out of
recognition.

My professional life as an economist
meant that some words were already
familiar – algorithm, furlough, key
workers, flattening the curve. I
discovered that a global epidemic is
called a pandemic, that herd immunity
can be applied to people as much as to
sheep, and that Zoom is a device for
holding meetings rather than the
trajectory of a rocket. The Rule of Six
sounds very oligarchical. I always
imagined that WFH stood for Women
for Hire, when it fact it means Working
from Home, while PPE was always a
course at Oxford University until it was
redefined as Personal Protective
Equipment. Words and phrases such
as contact tracing, antibody tests,
quarantine and incubation period
simply send shivers down my spine,
and elsewhere presumably cause
many a Bubble to burst, as well as an
explosion in the local R number. Other
words are simply misused – lockdown
when what is meant is lock up; or
social distancing, which is really, I
think, anti-social distancing. And there
are some rather sinister, expressions
that I deliberately misunderstand, such
as track and trace, which simply tells
me to find a new whisky bottle, and
self-isolation, which means I should
drink the nectar neat rather than with
water.

But the coronavirus language with
which I have the greatest difficulty is
‘New Normal’. It appears on first
inspection to mean a previously
unfamiliar or atypical situation that has
become standard, usual, or expected.
In Britain it seems to be dominated by
the periodic instruction to stay at home
to stay safe, and to protect those you
love, the NHS and the wider
community. It involves following
the medical experts who are, it is said,
making recommendations based in
facts and offering conclusions based
on data. There is a hidden assumption
that our behaviour and therefore daily
life need to change (both during and
after the pandemic), and we are best
off living and acting in the present and
in planning next to nothing. Even
handshakes and hugs must be
executed with extreme caution – the
vogue word for this summer. It is not a
recipe for optimism.

Of course, ‘new normal’ implies there
was an old normal, and that what is

now involved is a departure from it. But
that begs the obvious questions –
normal in what sense? Normal for
whom? I readily acknowledge that
some of the things I, in company with
most other people, have never done –
such as bungee jumping or deep sea
diving – would therefore not be
regarded as normal.

Yet I watched Andy Murray winning his
first Wimbledon title, have met two
American Presidents (Reagan and
Clinton) and have worn a dress on
stage (playing Queen Victoria in a
pantomime production of 1066 And All
That). None of these experiences could
be described as normal. At the same
time, there are plenty of things that I
have never once done in my life, things
that would be normal for most people
to the point of being mundane. For
example, I have never learned to ride a
bicycle or to drive a car. I have never
watched Strictly Come Dancing or
Love Island.

I have never chewed gum or been on a
diet. I have never mended a fuse. I
have never
sewn on a
button nor
ironed a shirt
(or anything
else for that
matter). I have
never mowed a
lawn. I have
never entered a
DIY store nor
visited any part
of Ireland. I
have never
owned a
Smartphone, a
pair of jeans or
a dog. And I
have never
camped out
overnight in a
tent. For me,

normal life is literary, aesthetic,
academic and financial, and not in any
way technical or practical.

So in my case the new normal’ is likely
to resemble the ‘old abnormal’. I
wonder how many readers have come
to the same conclusion? The recent so-
called ‘Freedom Day’ was in practice
unsettlingly ‘new normal’.
A self-isolating prime minister (in
company with over half a million
others), test and trace chaos (the
‘pingdemic’), resulting staff shortages
in some sectors, ambiguity over face
coverings and regular disruption of
people’s foreign travel plans. What was
originally planned as a triumph of the
vaccine over the virus has been
horribly derailed by the escalating
spread of the delta variant. Even
though the link between infection and
serious illness has been greatly
weakened, at the time of writing there
are some fifty thousand new cases of
infection each day, and the number is
rising. Unsurprisingly some sections of
the public are too frightened to
abandon their lockdown habits, in the
light of pessimistic modelling and all
the talk about third waves, long covid
and winter ‘flu crises. The new normal!

The most worrying aspect is that the
uptake of jabs is now plummeting as so
many of those in their 20s remain
unconvinced of the need (often
militantly so) to follow the example of
the rest of us. There is of course much
talk of civil liberties. But the assertion
of a liberty, and the accompanying
decisions have consequences – for
each one of us. One such, and obvious
consequence is the near certainty that
by the autumn those who remain
unvaccinated and who therefore
cannot produce certification will have
chosen to deny themselves access to
night clubs, and in all probability
football stadia, theatres, cinemas and
airlines.

The new normal?

R Number
Key workers



Above: New Romney mainline station in 1965 with schoolchildren waiting for the train.
On the RH&DR rails, No. 5 ‘Hercules’ is approaching New Romney from Dungeness.

Below: New Romney station 1959 (Photo: George Barlow). The line from Lydd to New Romney opened in 1884 and was closed in 1967.
New Romney was a typical branch line terminus and the station consisted of two small platforms with a run-round loop. The platform on the
southern side was only used for cattle, mainly sheep. There were a number of sidings and a small goods yard and the local gas works was

nearby. A line ran across Station Road into the RH&DR alongside Langport Road so that coal could be delivered to the RH&DR.
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Photos From The Past

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470675Dave: 07970804060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 4th August
Crib Night, The Bell Inn, Ivychurch, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 5th August
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New
Romney, 4 p.m. (01797-363888 to book)

Friday 6th August
Whist & Scrabble afternoon, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday 7th August
Summer Fayre & Teddy Bear Jump, Lydd Church, 10 a.m.
onwards

Saturday 7th August
Coffee Morning, Newchurch Church, 10.30 a.m.

Monday 9th August
Darts & Raffle Afternoon, St. Mary’s Bay Church, 2.30 p.m.

Wednesday 11th August
Crib Night, The Bell Inn, Ivychurch, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 12th August
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New
Romney, 4 p.m. (01797-363888 to book)

Friday 13th August
Whist & Scrabble afternoon, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday 15th August
Lydd Half-Marathon, The Banks, 10 a.m.

Wednesday 18th August
Crib Night, The Bell Inn, Ivychurch, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 19th August
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New
Romney, 4 p.m. (01797-363888 to book)

Friday 20th August
Whist & Scrabble afternoon, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday 21st August
Ivychurch Fruit & Vegetable Show

Sunday 5th September
Romney Marsh Ploughing Match & Dog Show, Ham Mill
Lane, Hamstreet (Ploughing from 10 a.m. Fun Dog Show
from 12 noon)

Saturday 11th September
Kent Churches ‘Ride & Stride’

Saturday 25th September
The Looker Party Night, St Marys Bay Village Hall
&.00pm - 11.30 pm, Tickets on sale soon

Saturday 25th September
Newchurch Village Supper, 6.30 p.m.

Saturday/Sunday 2nd/3rd October
Romney Marsh Wartime Weekend, Brenzett Museum

Saturday/Sunday 2nd/3rd October
Folkestone Model Railway Exhibition, Leas Cliff Hall, 10
a.m. – 5 p.m.

A ProudMUMMYMOMENT!!.

It was a proud ‘Mummy Moment’ for Beaver Leader Angela
Pope, 1st St Mary’s Bay. Having started her Scouting journey
when her son joined Beavers and having spent a number of
years volunteering she finally decided to take the plunge and
complete her formal Scout Training. So, in a recent meeting
Angela, wearing the BIGGEST SMILE in St Mary’s Bay, was
presented with her Wood Beads and recognised as a fully
fledged Leader, amid cheers and congratulations from the
Beaver Colony.

Also joining the
Group was Claire,
her son joined
Beavers recently.
Having completed
the 4 Week
Scouting Volunteer
Challenge, Claire
had so much fun
she couldn’t wait to
join formally and is
already looking
forward to working
as part of Team St
Mary’s Bay as a
newly invested Beaver Leader.

It really was a night for celebration as Group Scout Leader,
Amanda and Akela, Richard were given Commissioner’s
Commendations, by Romney Marsh District Commissioner
Janet Thomas, in recognition of their tremendous efforts to
support young people over the past 18 months. Both were
praised for their enthusiasm and dedication to Scouting in
challenging times – delivering a Great Scouting Programme
alongside family life, home schooling and the day job. In
addition, 2 of our youngest members Aimee and Freya were
also awarded Commissioner’s Commendations for their
cheerful support and engagement in all Group activities.

CONGRATULATIONS is certainly in order – the group are
currently recruiting new members – If you would like to join
them see the District website: www.romneymarshscouts.org.uk
for more information.
Photos Angela, Claire, Amanda & Richard with their awards
Aimee and Freya received Commissioners Commendations



ZOE’S
Kitchen

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• MonumentalMason

OwenHouse,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS
We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.

Plenty ofparkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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No Churn Strawberry Ice Cream

British strawberries are grown across our country, county,
allotments, and gardens and are in abundance. My simple
no churn ice cream is great to use these delicious berries
and a great recipe for children to help create.

Ingredients;
400g British Strawberries (washed, dehulled & roughly
chopped)
55g Caster Sugar
1 Lemon (juice)
600ml British Whipping Cream
200ml Condensed Milk
1tsp Vanilla Extract or Essence
900g Loaf Lin

Method;
In a saucepan place the strawberries, sugar & lemon,
cooking on a low heat for approximately 15 minutes. Stirring
frequently
Allow to cool
Take half of the strawberry mix and blend to a puree, stir
back into the remaining strawberries
In a bowl whisk the cream, condensed milk & vanilla until
soft peaks
Fold the strawberry mix through the cream
Transfer to the tin
Place in the freezer for 3-4 hours or overnight
And there we are a delicious ice cream using British
Strawberries

The Looker quite often get emails from our readers, but we
received this one and thought that the writer Joshua Philpot
had a real talent. Here is his letter and his Poem. You will
not be surprised to know, we have invited Joshua to be a

junior reporter for The Looker.

Dear Mr Wimble,
My name is Joshua Philpott and I have just left St Nicholas

Primary School in New Romney. For our Leavers assembly we
were asked to write a poem about our time at school. I read my
poem out in front of all the parents who attended the celebration.
I was hoping that you would consider publishing my poem in the
next issue. I love reading The Looker and when I am older I

would like to pursue a career in journalism.

I would love to know what you think about my Leavers poem and
if you have any tips and advice on how to become a top

journalist.Kind regards,
Joshua Philpott

No it’s never just a school
It’s the start of a journey, a journey through the years,

It’s meeting your new teachers, and hiding those first
tears,

It’s playing with your new friends, and not having any fear,
But it’s never, no it’s never,

No it’s never just seven years.
It’s two years in your journey, and school is really cool,

It’s learning how to read and write, and becoming really tall,
It’s being independent and obeying all the rules,

But it’s never, no its never
No it’s never just a school.

It’s 2017 and year 3 has just began,
The mighty Mrs Hall, our maestro has come,
It’s teaching us the time, and telling our mums,

But it’s never, no it’s never
No it’s never just no fun.

It’s now year 5, what a time to be alive,
Year 4 was tough, but year 5 was not enough,
Mrs Bader our legend, she taught us all to shine,

But it’s never, no it’s never
No it’s never just fine.

Covid hit us hard, but not as hard as all the losses,

Employees were struggling, being furloughed by their
bosses,

But in these hard times, we all worked together,
But home school wasn’t boring

Never, never, never.
After a summer full of fun, we enter our final year,

Nearly off to secondary, no one had a fear,
But a typical delay when we were so near,
Covid struck again, and it was not done,

Ruining all the games, and spoiling all the fun,
But when we came back, all was resumed,
We were of to Bushcraft, humming a tune,

But it’s never, no it’s never
No it’s never just a room.

A classroom full of wonder, a classroom full of fun,
And now we end our journey, all our work is done,

We’ve completed all our English, and finished all our tests,
But it’s never, no it’s never,
No it’s never, just a school.

By Joshua Philpott

Crafts are just
so handmade
Teach Me, New Romney’s arts and
crafts studios has had hundreds of
students pass through its doors with
all of them producing beautiful things.

A perennial problem, however, is
what to do with all the things we
make. There are occasional craft
fairs and websites such as Etsy, but
these bring sporadic results and one
is often in competition with cheap
and usually inferior foreign imports.
With this in mind, Teach Me has
launched a new website called
www.sohandmade.co.uk which is a
website that gives an extensive shop
window for artists, artisans and
crafters to sell their wares.

www.sohandmade.co.uk has been
designed and built by crafters and so
has their needs firmly in mind. There
is a small flat annual fee, after which
no commission is charged on any
sales. The price one advertises is the
price one gets!

Moreover, because the website is
brand new and Teach Me wants as
many crafts represented, as quickly
as possible, the first crafters can
upload their goods to the site
completely free of charge for a full year. Crafters need only visit
the website and click on “SELL” on the top navigation bar, or,
contact Yolanda or John on 01797 364366.



LOOKER LETTERS
Dear Looker,
To add to you grumbles in your Editorial about the past and how
things have changed, I've just been reading your excellent mag again
and got as far as 'Zoe' and wonder why, in God's name she has
developed a fleece and followed the flock and stuffed the stinking bulb
in EVERYTHING she creates? I do, of course, refer to garlic. It
smacks of a total lack of a taste bud and imagination when one has to
slam this in everything; viz; James Martin/Jamie Oliver who can't
move out of his house without a pocket full of the damn stuff.

If you watch that phoney Marcus Waring on 'Masterchef', he creates
both a beurre blanc and a sauce Robert and used garlic in both...
neither of which have it! Such a con.

Perhaps you could run an article on those who would like to eat 'real'
English/British food and those who now like it bastardised-perhaps not
couched in those terms? I ask because, having lived in Germany for
many years my wife and I (who have both trained as chefs) talk to the
German/Austrian fraternities and they would rather bite of bits of their
anatomy than adulterate traditional, beloved dishes and I contend that
there is no such thing as an English/British dish with GARLIC in it: it is
pretentious twaddle and anyone who adds it is one taste bud short of
good taste an can think of no alternative to boost the flavour of a dish.:
Zoe seems to be a prime example; although she is by no means alone
(just watch Great British Menu!!) Monkey see, monkey do! Whoever
heard of steak and kidney with garlic? Hotpot with garlic? Yet these
morons are churning it out in copious quantities.

It has to be the medium of ''chumps on television' because at catering
college it was never advocated and you were expected to create taste
from pure ingredients. I do not dispute that certain European dished
demand garlic and, indeed would be all - the sadder without but to
slap it in and call it a 'seasoning' reflects a sad lack of imagination and
I look forward to the day when someone discovers something that
doesn't have to come to work with them the next day because the
chef is too darn lazy to cook it British-ly i.e. caramelised to bring out
the real flavour and meat without a pulse!

Yours,
Ken Pedrick.

Dear Looker,
In response to your article in this weeks Looker magazine about
migrants. What do you think the government should do. Well it's easy
just either turn the boats back before they get here or send them back
on a military ship once landed.

Our towns are being over run with them. They get the best treatment
and I always thought that they were to seek refuge in the first sage
place they come to and that is certainly not England.

Regards,

Tina James (A concerned reader and local to Romney Marsh).

Dear Looker,
I have been told by one of your local residents who lives in Queens
Road, No 57 actually, who saw a arachnid in his garage late in the
evening, it was of a colossal size and he called the police. He, the
resident, saw this arachnid on his cctv system and thought it was a
person, the police investigated but no sign of the spider could be
found, The police have warned local residents to be aware of this
creature and if they see this spider NOT to approach it. The tropical
species department of London Zoo have been contacted and
according to the description given to them, have said that it could be
the species called Gigantus Plasticsaurus which was first sighted in
Asia but, has spread across Europe and suggest that it has come
across the channel. It has a poisonous sting in it’s tail and can be
fatal. Can you make your local people aware of this danger until this
arachnid has been caught.

Regards, Brian Baker.

Dear looker,

Further to your request for suggestions as to what the government
should do to stop this daily invasion of migrants.
My suggestion is that instead of wasting nearly £100 million pounds of
the taxpayer’s money by giving it to the French… so that they can
laugh at the naivety of the British Government. So, let’s stop paying
the French who do nothing but laugh at us?
I suggest that we use that money to finance our own Royal Navy to
patrol 24 hours per day, close to the French coast and turn the boats
back before they reach British waters.

This plus the money the government would save, by not having to
process and house the migrants whilst paying them welfare and
supply housing let alone the use of our NHS to which they contribute
nothing? Would be a ‘win win’ situation?
But of course, for this we need a strong government who will not cave
in again to the human rights brigade, which our government signed
the country up too without any consultation with the country’s voters!
I know this will fall on death ears, but the country is sick to death of
the EU still dictating to the UK, even if we were supposed to have left
5 years ago!

Isn’t it strange that we never see or hear any of our so called MPs
standing up in Parliament and demanding that action be taken to stop
this? In fact, Nigel Farage is the only one with the courage and
honesty to tell the truth?

Yours faithfully, a truly sick of the pretence 83-year-old,

Mr W LAnderson, Dymchurch.

Dear Looker,
In response to your article, I would infinitely prefer a Dungeness C
nuclear power station to having our arable farmland covered by solar
panels.

Sincerely, Colin Brown.

Dear Looker,
Along with many others, I strongly objected to the building of
the wind farm at Old Romney only to be thwarted by a
majority Conservative Shepway Council who were voting on
a proposal of their own ex-Conservative councillor, who was
previously the representative for the Romney Marsh. He
was the farmer on who’s land the wind farm was being built.

Worse still a large number of the planning officers did not
even bother to visit the site, let alone seek local opinion and
only when it was built did they then realise how big it was
and how much grade ‘A’ farming land was lost.

Even when I tried to involve the support of our local MP, his
response was he like other MPs, do not get involved in local
planning applications.

But then, he is a fellow Conservative after all.

Caroline Lucas, Brighton Pavilion Green MP is very happy
to be on the picket line when it came to objecting to
fracking, supporting her local community.

In the original planning application the company put out a
drawing showing sheep below the solar panels, claiming the
land could still be used for grazing.

As the panels are stacked as close to one another to
maximise the number, not surprisingly no sheep have ever
been on the land since!!

One other claim was it would create numerous local jobs -
all the contractors were European.

Unless EDF are stopped they will destroy the unique
character of the Romney Marsh, after all they do not live
here.

Claiming £20,000 for 40 years will compensate the area.
That is drop in the ocean compared to their annual profits.

Let alone their claim resting the land will improve its quality.

I strongly advise those who want to preserve the beauty of
the Romney Marsh to object to any further loss of farm land
to solar panel or wind farms blighting the skyline.

Having had nuclear power here for decades, why not build a
third nuclear power station, as it would create hundreds of
local jobs.

Regards,

Paul Downie.

Weeding is your no.1 chore at the moment. We are haunted
by bindweed, as is everyone I know. Warmth and wet, are the
perfect combination for weeds to prosper. Just do your best!
Someone on the radio was extolling the virtues of the millions of
insects in our gardens, and I felt very virtuous! Every time I start
weeding, hundreds of little things with lots of legs scatter in all
directions! They had obviously been very comfy and doing a
good job!
Cutting the grass. This is also a never ending job, but you
don’t need to cut it too low, allows more pollinators to do their
work. Many lawns are covered in white clover at this time of
year, and you will see dozens of bumble bees visiting it.
If you have tall flowers, they will need tying up regularly.
Dahlias, sweet peas, Cosmos, Zinnias etc. Dead head roses
regularly, and spray for black fly if necessary. If untreated it will
lead to complete defoliation (loss of leaves) Pick lots of flowers
for indoor use, the more you pick the more flowers they will
make. It is instinctive for a plant to make flowers and seeds for
survival.
Picking soft fruit is a big chore at the moment, if you have
bushes. All the currants, raspberries, gooseberries etc. They
freeze well, just place on a flat tray of any kind, and put in the
freezer, level. After a day, just bring out your tray, to thaw
slightly, and the fruit can be put into plastic ice cream boxes,
and put back in the freezer labelled. The advantage of this is
that each berry or currant freezes individually and can be taken
out in any quantity.
Tubs and pots also need weeding and watering regularly. It is
surprising how many weeds they accumulate. Because of
smaller gardens, many people use pots in large numbers, but
they do need careful looking after. Make sure you water
hanging baskets, even if it rains, they don’t always catch it.
Shrubs can be trimmed back, after flowering, if they are
threatening to take over your garden! Buddleia, also known as
the butterfly bush, are just coming into flower, and on a sunny
day, it is worth standing still and enjoy watching the number of
butterflies that will visit it.
Our tree fruit is a bit pathetic this year. I don’t know whether it
was weather, or lack of pollinators. Normally you would be
advised to remove excess fruit from each cluster, leaving about
2 o 3, but none of our clusters have more than 2 anyway!
Look out for excess growth around driveways and verges,
cutting down visibility for vehicles. The council are trying to
keep up with the roadsides, but there are lots of bends with
limited visibility. We can’t do much about the roadsides, but if
your verge or driveway is affected, it is worth going out with a
pair of clippers, and cutting down excess. Won’t take long.
Certain weeds trees, also need ruthless action, including elders,
ash, sycamore, hawthorn and holly. These grow everywhere,
and don’t feel guilty being ruthless with them with loppers, they
can be a danger, if they cut down visibility. They can also take
over your garden, if not dealt with promptly. We pull up about 20
sycamore seedlings a day in the autumn. There is a big
movement to plant more trees at present, but it has to be the
right tree in the right place. You only have to look at a property
that has been empty for a couple of years, to see how quickly it
can become overgrown.
And now for the veg.

Marrows and courgettes: with the recent rain, these
seem to grow at a rate of knots, so check courgettes in
particular on a daily basis, otherwise you’ll have marrows! I find
that courgettes are easily hidden underneath the large leaves,
so check their growth by looking under the leaves. Best picked
when about 5 to 6 inches long.
Tomatoes: if growing in a greenhouse, keep watered every day
and fed every week. To help the fruits ripen, it’s a good idea to
remove all the lower leaves, and work upwards as the fruit
reaches a reasonable size. If any tomatoes start to turn brown,
remove these straight away as they can infect their neighbours.

Once the plants are about 5 feet high, remove the tops so that
the plant’s energy goes into making tomatoes and not foliage.
Outdoor tomatoes also need a regular feed and look out for
yellowing leaves. This usually indicates a potash deficiency so
feed accordingly.
Cucumbers: If you have an F1 variety, these normally
produce fruits without too much trouble. Other varieties seem to
have gone berserk this year, producing many male flowers but
not as many females ones which have a tiny cucumber on the
end. Be patient, removing male flowers and those curly tendrils.
This should allow your fruits to develop into healthy cues. Also
remove some of the side shoots from the stem so that the
plant’s energy goes into producing quality rather than quantity.
Feed as for tomatoes.
Leeks: if sown earlier in the year, the young plants can now
be transplanted. The traditional way is to make a hole with a
dibber (a broken spade or fork handle sharpened at the end is
suitable) about 6 inches deep. Carefully separate the young
plants and drop each individual into the hole about 6 to 8 inches
apart in rows about a foot apart. Some gardeners trim the roots
and tops to an even size to encourage growth. Once planted,
water the leeks in so that the roots are covered in soil but don’t
fill the hole in as this allows the leeks to expand as they grow.
Shallots: once the tops have gone over, carefully lift and
store until quite dry. Don’t leave in the ground once ready, as
this will encourage the bulbs to rot. Pickling instructions to
follow.
Potatoes: this year, the tops have gone over quite early and
some have turned brown. This may be due to blight, so if in
doubt, dig up a clump and check that the potatoes are not
rotting away. If they are, dig up the infected plants and get them
off site as soon as possible.
Maincrop onions: recent rain will help swell these out.
Once the tops turn from green to brown, allow a few days to
finish ripening, then carefully lift and allow to dry out. Storage
instructions to follow.
Enjoy the harvest!
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Basic GardeningTips
By Michael Gooch
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Marsh Memories Church Round-Up
By June Gooch

Contact THE LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ

Telephone: 01797-364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07423-562696 or info@thelooker.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE call 01797-364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk
Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the information is correct.

THE LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication. Personal views expressed in
this publication are solely those of the respective contributors and do not reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not

responsible for services provided by the advertisers. All material supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in
part of this publication is strictly prohibited a without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the property of THE LOOKER Newspaper Ltd.

Memories of
the 1950s

“I lived in Spitalfield Terrace, New
Romney with my parents and four
brothers. Like all youngsters at the
time, we had to make our own
amusements. My father worked on
Littlestone golf course for about 35
years and with his two brothers Ted and
Charlie, they worked over 130 years for
the club.
“A few of the pranks that we got up to
was the old parcel on a string trick but
perhaps the nastiest of all was putting
some dog’s droppings in a brown paper
bag which was placed on a doorstep
and then set alight before hammering
on the door and hiding to watch some
unfortunate come out and stamp on the
bag to put it out! If ‘Sandy’ the local
copper had caught us we would have
received a clip round the ear from him.
“The timber yard opposite our house
was a great place to go with the local
girls and to spare many a blush I’m not
mentioning names, although Elam Ellis,
the owner, used to often come out and
order us off his property. Despite this,
he never minded us going into his field
at the back of the yard to shoot some
rabbits for the table. There was quite an
extensive warren there.
“With my friends, we could often be
found down Old Romney Lane with
either bows and arrows or catapults,
firing at the local wild life. We bought
the rubber for the catapults from
Hartops Shop in the High Street. As we
got older, we graduated to airguns and
finally I owned a 12-bore rifle.
“Gilbert Eldridge and I used to go
scrumping in Miss Finn’s garden in
Sussex Road. Many years later when
she was in her eighties, I was helping
prune her trees and she told me that
she used to watch us crawl across her
lawn to pick up the windfalls. She said
that if we had knocked on her door, we
could have had as many as we wanted
without going to all that trouble! I was
also friendly with Peter Cummins and
we used to go fishing down the New Cut
in St. Mary’s Road. We also used to go
out fishing with his father in a small boat
off Littlestone.
“David Clayson and I used to catch
newts in Fishers Pond at the back of
Church Road. We also caught minnows

in a jam jar hanging by a piece of string
over the edge of the little bridge down
Old Romney Lane. I think it is now
completely dried up but in the fifties,
water was constantly flowing in the
stream that borders the lane.
“With Brian Leader, we built a go-cart
using some old pram wheels that we
found at the dump along the Dymchurch
Road between New Romney and St.
Mary’s Bay. We painted it bright red
and called it the “Red Devil”. We even
pushed it down the Avenue to Littlestone
and back. It was lucky for me that I had
the ride back as Brian had to push me
up the hill at the top of the Avenue.
“Percy Best was the local ‘Man from the
Pru’. He was also the only person who
could blow our footballs up and on
Saturday mornings, we used to take the
big old leather ones round to where he
lived in the High Street to be repaired.
There was a cobbler’s on the corner of
Rome Road and the High Street and
you went down steps to a very dark
room with a strong smell of leather.
“Whenever I think back to the fifties, I
always remember such things as
drinking a lime and ice cream in
Ashdown’s Café in the High Street. Also
a coffee in the milk bar come café down
the Avenue and milk shakes in King’s
Dairy that was also in the High Street.
In the early part of the fifties, we used to
cycle to Lympne to see the Silver City
planes take off. It was some years
before they moved to Lydd.
“Those were wonderful days. I left
Southlands School in 1957 and started
work at the Romney Marsh Potato
Company in Cockreed Lane.” . . .
Brian Masey.

“My father was a builder and we lived in
Manor Road, Lydd. I attended Lydd
Primary School and my classroom was
in the old part of the school and at age
11, I started at Southlands School in
New Romney. We used to make our
own entertainment then and made go-
carts and add a sail to them, which was
great fun. They used to reach great
speeds and usually ended up crashing.
It was quite safe then as there weren’t
many cars on the road in Lydd.
“Whilst at school I had a few part time
jobs to help the pocket money. I had a
paper round that I used to do on my
Raleigh bike that my dad had made up
out of a few broken bikes. On school
holidays, I used to work on a farm doing
potato picking etc and I also had

another little job helping on the milk
round at weekends for King’s Dairies. I
also worked at Ferryfield Airport in the
little café there.
“The local cinema in the High Street
was a place to go for the evening
entertainment. When we were young
we headed for the front seats but as we
got older we moved to the back seats
with a girl by our side. We also used to
play in what was called the ‘Dip’, just by
the Sunnyside block of houses. I used
to go fishing down on the lakes and I
also used to lay lines in the sea at low
tide and go back the next low tide to
collect the catch.
“I was in the church choir but was
always being reprimanded for messing
about in the pews. I used to do a lot of
cycling as there was no other way of
getting to the seaside. There were no
taxis or buses, so it was nothing to cycle
three or four miles one way. I used to
take a little packed lunch of a bottle of
water and a jam sandwich.
“We had the best conkers for miles
around in the town and the Mayor’s
trees were usually full of them. We
picked mushrooms and blackberries
and there was a lot of scrumping going
on as well. Our local hang out was
either the fish and chip shop at the end
of the High Street or the local café
called Jane’s Café in Station Road. At
the Institute, they had the dance
sessions for the adults, and also the
local drama group where they put on
some good plays. My mum and dad
tried to get the family doing something
at these shows and I can remember
singing “Me and my Teddy Bear” with
mum on the piano and dad on the violin.
“At Lydd Club Day I used to watch from
our house to see the lorries bringing in
the fair. Each day more would arrive
and all the kids would get excited and
looking forward to the big day. Mum
and dad put us in the fancy dress and I
always hoped that I would get a first
prize which meant a little more to spend
at the fair.” . . . Trevor Letford.

Since the opening up date on July 19th, guidance has been
received from the Diocese, which allows relaxation of most rules
in Anglican churches. Many churches are being cautious, and
suggesting people can wear masks if they wish, and full
communion is gradually going to take place (bread and wine).
Many churches have elderly congregations, so are choosing to
do what makes the people feel comfortable.
See your local church for exact timings of services and events
etc.
A Team Rector has been appointed for the whole of the Marsh
area, some 14 churches.
The Annual sponsored churches bike ride/hike will take place on
Saturday, September 11th. During this event, participants can go
around visiting churches for sponsorship. Many church are open,
and will be serving refreshments and offering other activities.
More details later.

Brenzett, St Eanswith.
There will be a patronal service, on September 12th at 6pm.

Brookland, St Augustine.
The next service will be on Sunday, August 8th and will be
Evensong at 6.30pm. There are 2nd hand books for sale in the
church porch, and other items to help the church.

Greatstone, St Peters
Weekly services have recommenced at 10.30am on Sundays.
The new hall has begun to open, and several events are due to
take place. The Craft Fairs on the first Saturday in the month, are
due to start in September, and this will be on September 4th from
10am.

Ivychurch, St George.
Services haven’t started at the church. The Village fruit and
vegetable show takes place on August 21st. More details later.

Lydd. All Saints.
There is a service every Sunday at 10.30am.
Summer Craft Fair and Teddy Bear parachute jump! This will take
place on Saturday, August 7th from 10am, with a full variety of
stalls and events. All are very warmly invited, to celebrate the
community life of the church opening up. So bring your favourite
soft toys along, and give them the thrill of the lives!
For food bank details, see below.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
Service weekly at 11am on Sundays.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul.
Services now take place on first and third Sunday of each month
at 9am, and the next one will be on August 15th. A number of
fund raising social events have been organised for the autumn,
see notice board for details.

Romney Marsh Community Church. New
Romney.
The church is gradually lifting all rules and regulations. There are
no longer limited places, or the need to book for the Sunday
Service at 10.30am. There will not be a pre-recorded service on
YouTube, but the service will be recorded in real time, and

available from midday on Sunday for those who cannot attend.
Singing is allowed, but behind a mask. Refreshments are served
afterwards to people sitting down, to cut down on mingling.
If you need help of any kind, feel free to ring church office during
the morning on 01797 366855.
For food bank, see details below.

Old Romney, St Clement.
Services have not yet started but church is open for visitors and
private prayer.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
Services have returned and there is now one every Sunday
morning at 10.30am.
On Monday, August 9th at 2.30pm there is a darts afternoon and
raffle. Bring your own darts and refreshments to enjoy a sociable
afternoon. £1 admission. See notice board for further events, as
life opens up again.

Food Bank. Note new contact.
These are continuing as before, but with a delivery only service.
If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it applies
to single people and couples, not just people with children) RING
Citizens Advice Bureau, on free phone 080 2082138 to explain
your problem and obtain a voucher. The food will be delivered to
your home. You can have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food,
and help in other ways, if your problems need to be referred to
another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC number
01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd
on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank,
which is Tuesdays in New Romney, from 5.30pm-7pm and
Fridays in Lydd.

Church Chuckle
From the Ryedale local paper.
The church has launched an appeal to raise funds for a new door
and lynch gate. (not a church you want to upset, better be
generous!)

Wit and Wisdom.
Education is power.
Rev Sam Wells.

58 High Street
Hythe

Kent
CT21 5AT

Our new shop is now OPEN
We will be selling pre loved model railway items including most major brands

Airfix, Arnold, Bachman, Dapol, Eggar-Bahn, Faller, Fleichmann, Graham Farish, Heljan,
Hornby, Jouef, Lima, Marklin, Peco, Rivarossi, Superquic, Tri-ang.

We will also have two model railways layouts to ‘Try before you buy’ any items that you
want to see running.

If you have any unwanted model railway items that you are looking to sell please contact us.
Covering all gauges from Z, N, 009, Hoe, 00, H0, O, G

We will also sell your items on commission and have them on our website

www.kentmodelexchange.co.uk Tel: 01797 364837



Eric Brown....
Still talking
Rubbish
As we take another step further out of
lockdown I reflect back over the last few
months.

For some odd reason we have seen a rise
in litter since Covid-19 broke out. Why is
this? Does it reflect national frustrations or
just an increase in takeaway meals and
outdoor parties?

It is strange that people continue to discard
PPE despite obvious health risks. Have we
ceased to care about endangering wildlife
and polluting the environment? It’s been
described as, ‘an act of libertarian
defiance.’ are we coming out of a me me
me time – a superficial needing of more
and wondering why we are not fulfilled
when we get it.’

It seems that the further you are from
home, the less you care about the
environment. And I’ve witnesses that, even
in strict Lockdown, our local parks, beaches
and car parks are strewn with newly
dumped masks. Does the fear of
contracting a virus make people more
selfish? Why do they visit an area because
it’s nice, they must like it to go there, then
trash it by leaving behind all their unwanted
litter.

Many have been reporting such finds on

our Facebook page in an effort to inspire
others to begin picking up litter but
obviously it’s not stopping people dropping
it.

Meanwhile, there have been lots of vehicle
parts to retrieve from country lanes, with a
noticeable increase of vehicles leaving the
tarmac right across the Marsh, these
vehicles are being extracted from ditches
but leaving various broken parts as a
memorial. Eventually this plastic washes
out to sea where it’s broken down and
enters the food chain, fish swallow plastic
we eat fish, think about it.

Lockdown certainly bought an increase in
fly-tipping as people used time off work to
clear out their sheds and attics or
redecorate. At the same time, Council
dumps closed during the first Lockdown
and then introduced various restrictions,
which I feel have proved disastrous.
Romney Marsh was hit particularly hard
with bed mattresses and assorted junk
being dumped in our precious wilderness
areas. Now we have the threat of garden
waste being dumped in country lanes as
FHDC put a temporary halt on brown bin
collections.

I’ve been horrified by the increase in
rubbish strewn about during Lockdown.
There are two schools of thought on why
people litter. The first is that they hate
themselves for cramming all that junk food
into their faces and swilling down sugar
laden Energy drinks. Chucking wrappers
and cans out of vehicle window is just self-
hatred by proxy.” Certainly, most of the litter
I find has once wrapped over-sugared,
over-salted, over-caffeinated food and drink

of some kind. Other litter has wrapped
babies bums, with many reports of soiled
nappies being discarded, great parenting.

I would add tobacco and harmful drugs to
this list. It’s as if people want to distance
themselves from their very own guilt and
shame.

Alfresco sex litter strewn in field gateways
is another delight, passion wagons with
steamy windows only opened to discard
unwanted wet wipes, condoms and fag
butts after the event

However, the response from our members
has been amazing. Despite restrictions,
individuals have used their daily exercise
allowance to clean the beaches and verges
of Britain. Litter Picking Watch Romney
Marsh have gained a staggering amount of
newly signed up volunteers in the last year,
as seen on our very active Facebook Page
and Website.

Think about it, do we want to live in
squalor, moan or do something about it.

Eric

Romney Retros
Roll Back The
Clock
Romney Retros rolled back the clock to the
pre-pandemic lockdown and had their first
meet for a long time, at The Pilot in
Dungeness.

Martin Chamberlain told The Looker: “It
was great to all get together again and
meet up with such a wide variety of classic
cars, Nico, the Landlord, laid on a good
breakfast for all and approximately 40 cars
showed up”.

With classic cars to suit most tastes the
cars certainly drew a large crowd.

The earliest car that arrived was a 1921
model T Ford that celebrates its 100th
birthday this month!

As one of the organisers Martin said that
he was keen to make sure there was a
good number of cars in attendance and
even arranged for 4 of his own cars which

was a challenge. The main purpose of the
get-together was just to catch up with like
minded car enthusiasts, drink tea and have
a natter. The weather held out and a great
morning was had by all. Certainly we will
be doing it again soon so keep an eye on
social media for the next event .


