
Marsh residents have spoken out
about the lack of decisive action
from our Local MP, Damian
Collins, over migrants crossing
the Channel.

With last week’s hot weather and
calm sea the daily record for the
number of migrants making the
Channel crossing topped a
thousand. The boats are no
longer small dinghies but
commercial life rafts each
carrying up to 50 people.

In a letter to The Looker, Simon
Day wrote: “I would like to think
that as a nation, we are very
good at making sure justice is

done and that we are fair and
upstanding members of the
international community, but there
comes a time when you have to
say enough is enough!

Over past months we have
witnessed thousands of migrants
making the crossing and our MP
does not seem to be doing much
about it! He says he has written
to Priti Patel, but that’s just not
enough; he is about as useful as
a chocolate fire guard!”

However, his neighbouring MP,
Natalie Elphicke, who represents
Dover and Deal calls for a
tougher stance on asylum

seekers crossing the Channel
and accuses the French of
'waving them through'. The Dover
member of Parliament has
demanded a "fresh approach" to
the number of asylum seekers
crossing the Channel, suggesting
they are being waved through by
the French. "This is simply
outrageous," she tweeted.
"People who are perfectly safe in
France brazenly break into Britain
day after day. First it was a few,
then hundreds and now heading
towards a thousand in a single
day. The French just wave them
through with a cheery Bon
Voyage."
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The Looker
celebrates
11 years
with its own
breaking
news.
Eleven years ago The
Looker was first published
as a black and white 24
page publication. From
the first edition it seemed
to fill a gap that many of
the other ʻpaid forʼ
newspapers just did not
get. Delivering local news
that people relate to.
It has not been an easy
journey at times and none
more so, than when the

Getting beyond a joke?
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Mrs Elphicke followed up her first post with a rallying call for a
tougher response. "If the French won’t stop the small boats,
then we need to. By turning boats back, making returns and
taking firm control of our borders. She said that ‘’I I fully
support emergency legislation to do that, if that is needed. This
needs a fresh approach urgently."
Her criticism comes after five children were among 158 people
brought to Dover last Sunday having made the journey from
France in four small boats. They were the first known crossings
of the Dover Straits for two weeks after a spell of bad weather.
But since Sunday the boats are coming faster than Border
Force and police can pick them up. One boat arriving at Lydd
on Sea on Monday had nearly fifty on board. While some
waited to be picked up by officials, others soon fled the scene
and several hours later, there were reports of several migrants
climbing into back gardens and trying to hide in sheds near an
allotment.

The record daily total was set on August 21 when 828 asylum
seekers were picked up. But Monday was said by a police
officer to top that.
Despite this, the UK continues to see far fewer boat arrivals
and asylum claims than many of its European counterparts.
Dan O’Mahoney, clandestine Channel threat commander, said:
“This unacceptable rise in dangerous crossings is being driven
by criminal gangs and a surge in illegal migration across

Europe. We’re determined to target the criminals at every level.
So far, we have secured nearly 300 arrests, 65 convictions and
prevented more than 10,000 migrant attempts.’’

“A large number of people want to come to this country, and we
are doing everything we can to encourage the French to do the
necessary and impede their passage. But there is more to do.
The government’s New Plan for Immigration is the only credible
way to fix the broken asylum system, breaking the business
model of criminal gangs and welcoming people through safe
and legal routes.”

Anne Bailey wrote on The Looker Facebook page: “Our
government have given the French over £50 million over the
last few months and it appears to make no difference. The
money was meant to include 24/7 drone flights. Well, if the
French authorities cannot see these 30 foot long bright orange
boats, they need to go to Specsavers!” Another correspondent
suggested that the money would be better spent building a
proper visa post in Calais, so that migrants could be properly
processed, thus cutting out the gangs who make thousands of
pounds per crossing, using threats of violence and intimidation.
That way they could follow the proper protocols and be safely
moved to countries across Europe.

Continued from page 1

pandemic came along and took the
whole country by surprise.
Editor David Wimble explained:
“Being paid for entirely by
advertising income, we really did
have to struggle for a few months
and instead of making the paper its
normal size, we had to cut it down
to 28 pages and put more online”.
The decision what to do next was
always going to be a tricky one.
With one local publisher wanting to
know if we would consider selling
the paper. We decided, why not just
grow the paper? That way we can
keep it free to our readers and offer
a better deal for our advertisers.
So, from this edition, we have gone
into many more pick up points
across Folkestone and Cheriton
and even Hawkinge.
David Said; “There is an old saying
‘Go Big or Go Home’. I would not
have been able to do this on my
own, but we now have a bigger
team and Russell Tillson joining us
as a Hythe and Folkestone editor,
this will allow me more time to
concentrate on our original market,
Romney Marsh and also working
on the Layout and helping to set up
our new advertising team.
We are part of the Folkestone and
Hythe District, so it made sense to
cover the whole district, other
options would have been to start up
a separate paper, but that was far
too much work.”
Over the next few edition’s, you will
see the paper grow in size and also
content. Whatever the lead story for
the district will obviously take the
front page, and then we might look
at dividing the inside up into local
news pages.
One thing is for sure, we aim to
have the best local news and
coverage every edition. Complete
with a comprehensive sport pages
and also feature clubs and much
more what’s on information.
David said: “Having Russell join us
will be a huge help, strangely we
stood against each other at the last
local elections, but I think it is
important to have people from all
backgrounds supplying local news,
We have often had contributors
from the Labour Party and the
Liberals, in fact the only party that
never sends information to us, is
the Green Party for some strange
reason.
I am very conscious that over the
past 12 months we have had lots of
council information, that is mainly
because of lots of events have
been cancelled so it is sometimes
very hard to find things to write
about.”

If you would like to be a part of our
team of writers please contact
Info@theLooker.co.uk

Tributes paid to MissingWayne
After daughter confirms that his body had
been found
It was a post that no one wanted to read. A statement from the daughter of
Wayne Leppard, who had gone missing last Friday 3rd September.

A huge search was undertaken not just utilising the emergency services, but
also the Police, The RNLI and Kent Search and Rescue teams and a huge
number of the public, who responded to posts on social media posted by
Waynes daughter Sam.

Sam also took to social media to thank everyone who helped stating: "To the
amazing human beings of the Marsh and beyond that helped us in our
desperate search for my Dad. There isn't a thank you big enough for all of your
help in our search to bring my Dad home. If love and support could've brought
him home he would have lived forever. Thank you to the incredible Kent
Police, search and rescue teams, the coastguard and The RNLI that never
once gave in on bringing my Dad home. Thank you from the bottom of our
broken hearts."
As soon as the message was posted, people posted messages of condolence.

The 68-year-old man whose body was found after he went missing was last
seen on Friday the 3rd of September and he was last seen near Pleasance
Road, Lydd on Sea.
Although no further information was made available, Police confirmed no
suspicious circumstances have been identified and a report is being prepared
for the coroner.
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LISTEN TO

SHORELINE FM

broadcasting
across the
district
100.2 FM

- 24 hours a day
It's easy listening all the
way and includes great
specialist music like:

9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop
Morning

12 noon - Sweet Delights

2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy
Listening

4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic
Country

4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll

5 p.m. - Drive-time

6 p.m. - Soul & Motown

7 p.m. - Country

10 p.m. - Dreamland

Well, this edition marks our 11th anniversary! Like most
businesses we have gone through good and bad times.
And nothing has challenged us more than the whole Covid
19 Pandemic!
It is an understatement to say that we were about 24 hours
away from closing the paper down when it first hit us.
At the time Russell Tillson called to ask how we were
getting on and when I explained that I was considering
closing the paper down, as we had lost nearly 50% of our
advertisers overnight. Russel has been a great supporter of
the paper since the very first edition and explained that it
was essential for the paper to survive and then promptly
paid our print bill for the next edition.
Skip forward 18 months and we are very pleased to report
that he is joining our full-time team as our Folkestone editor.
Although we have been putting a few hundred copies into
Folkestone over the past few years, we have never had a
full on ‘HIT on Folkestone’. However, for the paper to be
sustainable, we need to make it bigger and attract more
advertisers.
We are all part of the same district, so it makes sense to
cover it in its entirety.
Do not worry though, we still intend to continue with the
same amount of coverage for the Marsh and Hythe, but we
hope to gradually grow the paper into Folkestone starting

off with an additional 4 pages and then hopefully a further 8
pages.
This will, despite only coming out fortnightly, make us the
most read publication in the district. Not bad for something
that people said would never last more than 4 editions!
For many people, The Looker is regarded as ‘The Go To’
local news source.
With help with collating the news print, we also hope to
have a more up to date website, with daily updates. We
have steered away from this as we found that many of our
stories were lifted almost word for word and used by our
paid for competition.
We have more events that we hope to be putting on over
the next 12 months including some more of our well-loved
business networking evenings, where we invite our
advertisers and future advertisers, to come along and meet
our team and find out about our community ethos.

I find it quite amusing that some people actually think that I
get paid for writing the paper and that I volunteer my time,
and if anything over the past 11years have actually covered
the financial shortfall of the printing on many editions. So
my options for the paper had two directions to travel, sell
the paper to one of our opposition publications. Or go the
opposite route of expanding!... So my way of doing things
has often been ‘Go Big or Go Home’ so we hope you enjoy
the new look and feel publication and feel encouraged to
contribute by sending in letters and reports along with your
own stories.

All the best until next edition.
David, Russell, Jan, Vicki, John, June, Michael,
Yolanda, Vinny, Ann and Zoe .

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 283

AnyTek-WorkSma+erNotHarder

Your local IT Home & Business Service
Are you paying too much for your IT Suppo8?

Providingexcellentcustomer
serviceforthepast12years

Mac,PC,Networking,Security,
ServersandanythingTech…

Wecanhelp.

FrustratedwithITissues?
LetAnyTektakethestress
outofallyourtechworries

07745 178665
www.anytek.co.uk

Rev runs trips for kids
Most people think that being a vicar is quite an easy Gig, you
write a few words to mention on a Sunday morning, presides
over a few ceremonies of hatches, matches and dispatches
and that’s about your lot for the week.
The reality however, is very different!
The Looker has been informed about Lydd Vicar, the
Reverend Chris Maclean, who really does like to get
involved with the community.

During Lockdown, he was to be seen checking people into
vaccination centres and his work throughout the Parish has
become legendary.

The Looker heard about the work he has undertaken to
enable children to go out of the district for some day trips
and so we asked him how it came about..

Chris told us: “In a casual discussion with some young
children in Lydd Primary School, I was horrified to discover
that there were some children at school who had never been
to the beach; never been on a bus or been to the
neighbouring town three miles away. It seems impossible in
today's world - and yet with families isolated here; without
cars and on limited income, it was apparent this wasn’t
unique.

A generous grant of £5,000 from the Janus Foundation, and
the generosity of the Romney Marsh Community Hub,
enabled me to 'borrow' a minibus from them and run a
succession of trips to the Rare Breeds Centre, Port Lympne
Wildlife Park and Chessington World of Adventure. Parents
and children from families who struggle to get away were
offered free trips, entry into the parks and a packed lunch.

In all, over one hundred and fifty people were able to take
part and the joy and delight on their faces was clear
testimony to the worthiness of the project. It has been a
huge success. There are still some funds sufficient for
another trip to London - and it is definitely an exercise worth
repeating.”

One local who contacted The Looker, told us: “Chris is
fantastic, he really has made a huge difference to these kids
lives. Many of us take it for granted that we can jump in the
car and pop into one of the bigger towns, but being in a rural
town life for some is not quite so easy.
“I hope when people read this they dig out a bit of spare
change and find it in themselves to support such a worthy
cause.”

The Looker thinks that this kind of community spirit is superb
and would like to donate the proceeds from our next Looker
Party Night Raffle to this great cause.

And thanks Chris for all the good things you do within our
communityWhat shall we dowith a

Drunken sailor (or 3)
The Three Mariners Public House in Hythe, went not only
the extra Mile, but several miles as they took part in a
mammoth fund raiser for The Shed Foundation last
Saturday, 4th September.
Judith Noonan, Told The Looker, This year they excelled
themselves and beat last years target by over £2,700!
In total they raised a whopping £3,235.23p which was
collected through a combination of raffles, donations and
sponsorships
Judith Said she would love to also thank all the other
businesses that supported them.
Biddenden Vineyard, Drink Warehouse, The Red Lion,
Bitzer Pet Shop, Frizbee T-Shirts, The Kings Head,
RemEdies, Bookers (Folkestone), The Flower Shop,
Majestic Wine, Sene Valley Golf Club, Brooks Tea Rooms,
Hythe Garage, Oaks Haidressers, Stade Street Garage,
The Butt of Sherry, Hythe Town Football Club, Obidosh,
Thailand Toms, Chocolate Deli, Hythe Imperial Hotel, Park
Road Fish & Chips, Vinodhon Tandoori, Cinderella’s Golf,
Kent Waste Recycling, Posh Potions and Waitrose.

Plus a big thank you to Rick McMunn and Eric Cook for
their generous donations.
Seen pictured some of the jolly fundraisers all looking in
desperate need of a pint or two



Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.co.uk
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Five families fleeing
Afghanistan to come to
Folkestone
Five families who have fled Afghanistan following the
Taliban takeover will be moving to the Folkestone area.
Folkestone and Hythe District Council says it will provide
housing for the families as part of Operation Warm
Welcome, the government scheme designed to help
resettle Afghan families.

It comes as the US and UK withdrew the few remaining
troops stationed in the country which allowed brutal
Islamist group the Taliban to swoop in – 20 years after they
were removed from power in 2001.

Suddenly the lives of thousands were at risk. The world
has been shown horrific images, including those of fleeing
Afghans falling from the underside of planes, while there
are reports of desperate mothers hurling their babies over
barbed wire fences to foreign troops.

This week, the last rescue planes departed from Kabul,
with many Afghans being left behind. One man, who has a
wife and children, has spoken out about how he has lost all
hope of being rescued. He says he has contacted the
British government for help but heard nothing since troops
left the country.

The UK government have promised to take in up to 20,000
Afghan refugees over the next five years as part of a
resettlement scheme. The District Council, along with
others in Kent, vowed to 'stand ready' to support those in
need. Now, FHDC has confirmed it will be supporting five

families who have arrived in the country under the
Afghanistan Relocations and Assistance Policy (ARAP).

Homes will be provided in the district’s private rented
sector and the council will work with partner agencies to
provide ongoing support to the families as they begin their
new lives. The operation is funded from a £5 million
government pot, set up to assist councils to support
households in their quest to access accommodation.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, deputy leader at the authority, said:
"We have shown previously in the Syrian Resettlement
Scheme how we can support families and welcome them
into our community and I am very pleased that we are able
to do so again. It is not just about providing a roof over
people’s heads but working with partners and Kent County
Council to ensure that Afghans are welcomed and
supported to rebuild their lives.”

Arrivals under ARAP have worked alongside the British
Military and UK Government and will be given indefinite
leave to remain. A spokesman for FHDC assured residents
that families currently on the council’s social housing
waiting list in Folkestone will not be disadvantaged by this
additional support.

An Audience
With The
District Council
Leader
Russell Tillson recently conducted
the first of what will be regular
interviews on key policy areas with
David Monk, Leader of Folkestone
and Hythe District Council (FHDC).
Here are his responses.

What services do Veolia provide for
FHDC?

Veolia provide household waste
collections services which include
refuse, recycling, food waste, garden
waste, bulky waste and clinical waste.
The contract also covers the street
cleansing service.

Why was Veolia chosen to provide
these services?

Veolia was the incumbent contractor
and had a good track record under the
previous contract. The new contract
was tendered last year. The tenders
were assessed on price and quality of
service and Veolia were the
successful bidder in both categories.

How satisfied are you with Veolia's
performance?

The council was satisfied with the
performance of Veolia prior to the new

contract. The new contract has
encountered difficulties that Veolia are
working to resolve under close
monitoring from council officers. Since
the new contract we have been clear
we have been disappointed with the
performance of Veolia’s collection rate
and also that it has been necessary to
temporarily suspend our garden waste
service.

Some weeks ago Veolia missed
some bin collections as they made
alterations to their routes. Have
these problems now been ironed
out?

The situation is progressively
improving, and a further and final
phase of (more limited) changes is
anticipated in the coming months. The
problems were exacerbated by their
changing their database at the same
time, which will not happen with any
future alterations

How many subscribers does FHDC
have to its garden waste collection
scheme?

We have around 15,000 subscribers
to our popular garden waste scheme.
We collect waste from approximately
55,000 households.

As a result of the national driver
shortage during what has been
called the 'pingdemic’ the garden
waste collection is currently
suspended. Have you any idea
when it might be restored?

The garden waste service was
suspended because the drivers were
needed to keep the household waste
service from collapsing due to staff
having to self-isolate for Covid-19 and
the ongoing national shortage of HGV
drivers. We are working closely with
Veolia to reinstate the service as soon
as possible but this is dependent on
their recruiting additional drivers to
ensure all services can be delivered to
a consistently high standard.

Will there be compensation for
residents who have missed garden
waste collections?

The council will offer a rebate to
garden waste subscribers for
collections missed since the service
was suspended. The council is
considering the best way to offer a
rebate to garden waste subscribers
and will provide details later in the
year. There has been a suggestion
that the most cost effective way would
be to reduce the collection price next
year. (Elizabeth from Hythe
commenting on Radio Kent.)

Are you in regular discussions with
Veolia with a view to ensuring there
is no repetition of recent
difficulties?

Both myself and the portfolio holder
meet regularly with the senior
managers, while Council officers meet
their Veolia colleagues on a daily
basis to monitor the situation.

Could you say something about
FHDC's recycling record which is
recognised as being particularly
impressive?

All residents are encouraged to
recycle. F&HDC residents are keen to
participate in our recycling scheme,
including communal residents, and
their efforts have resulted in a
creditable recycling performance for
the district with a figure of 44.2% in
2019/20 and we are on target to get to
50% this year.

What measures have FHDC
introduced to tackle the Climate
Change Emergency at a local level?

The Climate Change and Ecological
Emergency briefing note published on
our website outlines the range of
innovative measures we have taken in
detail:



including Sir William (Bill) McAlpine, the railway was re-
invented, with a more focused management team which
invested in not only the rolling stock, but also the whole
infrastructure of the line.

It is now regarded as one of the biggest tourist attractions
in the South East.

It is supported by a very active volunteer group, who work
on the line and give up huge amounts of time to support
the railway.

This was shown at the weekend when hundreds of people
came to see and travel behind Black Prince. And also take
the opportunity to visit the new museum which was opened
by the Worshipful Mayor of New Romney Paul Thomas,
(with Sergio the mayoral dog ) in attendance.

You wait for a bus then over 25 all come along at once!
As well as the railway’s normal visitors, a very good turnout
of bus enthusiasts came along to New Romney Station on
Sunday, for the Annual Bus Rally.
Along with the chance to catch a look at a historic
Routmaster, people also had the chance to take a ride on
the historic vehicles.
This year saw a number of fairly rare buses at the rally. The
sun shone and the people came for another nostalgic
glimpse into yesteryear.
The Looker would like to thank all of the staff and
volunteers for all their continued hard work over the past
18 months and the sound and smell of the railway is once
again very nice to witness.
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Local Railway has a busy
weekend
The Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway had a very
busy weekend as it welcomed back to service one of its
steam locomotives.
The 4-6-2 German outlined pacific loco, was built in 1937
and is one of 3 engines built by a Krupp of Essen.
Black Prince, although 84 years old, is one of the newest
additions to the railway, joining the line-up when it was
purchased in 1976.

The original engine was designed by Roland Martens and
they were all built for a trade fair held in Dusseldorf.
Originally named Fleissiges Leischen (which in English is
small flower) she saw some action in Köln, before being
put into store. It was rumoured that after the fair, Hermann
Goring wanted to buy all three for his Hindenburg Park.

Her two sister locomotives were then brought to England
and have found a home at the Bressingham Steam
Museum in Norfolk. Ever since her arrival (steam engines
are always referred to in the feminine) at New Romney and
after minor modifications to the drivers seating and a
repaint, she entered service as No.11 Black Prince, the
name formerly held by No.10.

Since joining the Romney fleet, Black Prince has travelled
to Ravenglass, the Liverpool Garden Festival, the Bure
Valley Railway in Norfolk and even to an exhibition in
Japan promoting the railway.

The locomotive has always been a favourite with visitors,
so when a planned maintenance complete overhaul was
announced in 2019 with John Fowler Engineering in
Cumbria for the overhaul, it was part-funded by the RHDR
Association who committed £80,000 of reserves to pay for
the overhaul with the help of their generous members.

With Covid hitting everything had to be put back a few
months, but hundreds of excited visitors made a pilgrimage
to the railway last weekend for the return to service of this
iconic locomotive.

Visitors were also treated to the
official opening of the new
museum at New Romney Station.
Another project that was put
together by the volunteers from
the RHDR Association. It tells the
story of the concept and
construction of the railway from
the beginning, when two friends
Count Louis Zborowski and
Captain Jack Howey, who used to
be regular aristocratic racing
drivers, decided that they would
like to set up a 15 inch miniature
mainline railway.
After initial attempts to purchase the Ravenglass and
Eskdale railway fell through, they continued the search and
realised that the flat Romney Marsh would be ideal for the
track, land was purchased and the Romney Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway opened its doors on the 16th July 1927.

A number of steam locomotives were ordered by the count,
(Green Goddess and Northern Chief) but he was tragically
killed at the Monza Italian Grand Prix.

The original track was just from New Romney to Hythe,
with an additional line being laid to Dungeness, making the
line 13.5 miles long.

During the war years the railway was used by the military
and even boasted a mobile armoured train, and was used
and abused by the army that used the line to transport
materials for PLUTO (Pipe-Line Under The Ocean).
In the 1970’s there was even talk of the railway being sold
off and the collection being broken up.
But after some major investment from amongst others
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site

Leeds Castle Concert got
off to a flying start!
After 26 months away this year’s Leeds Castle Concert came
back with a bang and not just one, but three spectacular firework
displays along with canons, Spitfire flyover and spectacular
music. As ever, one of the perks of putting the paper together, is
you get invited along to these kinds of events.
Having worked within the event industry for many years, it does
take a lot to impress me, but the organisation and attention to
detail was superb. And the event did not fail to deliver on the
promise of a spectacular evening of entertainment.

This year’s concert programme more than delivered to the loyal
audience who had waited so long for its return and the
atmosphere reflected the joy of everyone being together once
again. Two of the comments on social media summed it up:
“Brilliant evening, we all had a fantastic time. Ticked off all our
favourites. Absolutely superb! See you next year” and “Our first
one but not our last”

As the sun shone, ‘Down for the Count’ opened the show and
got everyone concert ready with their blend of tunes from the
Swing era. Performed in their own unmistakable style and fun
approach that engaged the audience with their humour and
entertainment style, setting the scene for much more to come.

The first half of the main concert opened this year with the
traditional Spitfire fly over, which was earlier than usual due to
the Autumn night’s drawing in, to the “Spitfire Prelude & Fugue”
performed by the world class Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. I
have to admit when you hear the music from such a big
orchestra being amplified along with the sound of an iconic Rolls
Royce Merlin engine as the plane danced across the sky, really
did bring goose bumps up on the back of my neck.
Also another high point was the firework extravaganza surprise
at the end accompanied by Pomp and Circumstance No1.

The “1812 Overture” with the artillery guns from the Tewkesbury
Garrison created an unforgettable finale, concluding with the
best fireworks we’ve ever seen.

The audience erupted and got to their feet for “Sweet Caroline”
and “Dancing Queen” followed by even more fireworks, which
was another surprise for the audience as was John Rigby,
Conductor and Artistic Director’s appearance in a sparkling
jacket!

So if you have never been to the castle, join our looker party
next year on Saturday 9th July 2022 for a truly memorable
evening, you will be enthralled by world-class music, captivated
by famous performers, and amazed by our fireworks finale – all
this while you have fun with your friends sipping champagne.

Tickets are currently on sale at our Early Bird prices of £47
picnic and £57 seated. Purchase ten or more tickets and receive
a 10% discount. We will have more information on this in the
next edition (the tickets make an ideal Christmas present!)

This week Boris Johnson has set out a series of
measures to provide the resources our NHS needs to
catch up with the demands for treatment following the
coronavirus pandemic, and also to provide a long-term
funding plan for social care. A new health and social
care levy commencing in April next year will raise an
additional £12billion a year for the health service. This
will enable NHS capacity to increase to 110% of
planned activity levels by 2023/24, offering more
appointments, treatments, and operations.

Currently, around one in seven people must pay over
£100,000 for care, with bills falling indiscriminately on
some of the sickest and most vulnerable. Thanks to the
action announced this week, no one in England will now
have to pay more than £86,000 in care costs over the
course of their lifetime. This is equivalent to around
three years in care. This reform of social care will end
catastrophic costs for people across the country and
include extra investment in the care sector to improve
training and support. At the same time, the government
will help those without savings by covering all care costs
for anyone with assets under £20,000. Anyone with
assets between £20,000 and £100,000 will be expected
to contribute to the cost of their care but will also receive
state support, which will be means-tested.

By introducing this cap in care costs, we can end the
situation where many vulnerable people will lose most of
the value of their home and the savings that they had
worked all their lives for. If we all pay in our share
through the health and social care levy, we can share
the burden of those costs together, knowing that if we
should need extensive care late in life, that there will be
a limit on the total amount we will be asked to
contribute. I support the measures that have been
proposed by the Prime Minister and will vote for them in
parliament. At last we will have a long-term plan for
social care that will provide people with dignity in their
final years and which respects the work people have put
in throughout their lives to build up the assets they will
leave behind.

Last Friday I met with the Environment Agency at the
Mill Leese reservoir embankment at Saltwood. We were
also joined by the landowner, Mrs Jane Clark of
Saltwood Castle, Frank Boland the Chairman of
Saltwood Parish Council, and local Kent County
Councillor, Rory Love. I am very concerned about the
Environment Agency’s proposal to remove all vegetation
with the exception of mature trees, from the majority of
the area of the embankment. This will have a large and
detrimental impact on an important natural habitat that is
also the home to eleven different species of bats. I have
written to the Secretary of State at the Department for
the Environment to see whether the government can
intervene to review the proposals that have been put
forward, which seem to be disproportionate to the
perceived level of flood risk from a reservoir that holds
little or no water for most of the year.

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• Monumental Mason

Owen House,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS

We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.
Plenty of parkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk
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Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Confirmed. “Eric Brown
really is an 'orrible little
man!"
MOD Lydd Camp, Brown "You 'orrible little man!" No
More!

On Wednesday 25th August I was invited to a
presentation lunch at Lydd Camp by Major Richard
Beven. We were joined by Lt Col Richard Bishop, Col
Richard Owen and Brigadier Jonathan G E Bartholomew
OBE as well as Landmarc Management, the MOD site
contractors.

They personally wanted to thank Litter Picking Watch
Romney Marsh for all the hard work we’ve put into
clearing marine litter from the range foreshore over the
past 2 1/2 years.

Brigadier Bartholomew presented me with this Certificate
of Commendation as pictured, I was very honoured to
accept this on behalf of the group as you all know there’s
no number one in the team and without my motley crew
we wouldn’t have achieved what we have, so well done
to all the members that have been involved with this
task. I was also awarded a personal medal of
excellence which I was very honoured to receive.

We have completed 27 firing range beach cleans from
Dengemarsh to Galloways, with on average of 18
members attending, the first one was on Sunday 27th
January 2019, then almost monthly to August 2021,
(missed a few during Covid Lockdown).

Galloways and Dengemarsh near Dungeness Power
Station is only accessible when the red firing flag is
down, miles from anywhere, a sun baked parched
pebbled outcrop during summer, in the winter an
inhospitable cold landscape when there’s a strong bitting
westerly wind blowing, making it almost impossible to
keep debris in ours bags, this makes it a catch point for
marine litter.

We’ve collected to date 1887 bags + other debris.

(Large items such as plastic barrels and fish boxes are
not included in bag totals, so it is considerably more).

Our constant battle is to remove as much marine litter as
possible to stop it either returning to the English Channel
or blowing in land on to the RSPB nature reserve.

Our next visit is on Saturday 18th September meeting
Galloways beach head 9-30am, all part of World
Cleanup day, and then on Sunday 17th October, (to be
confirmed on our Facebook page) for this we aim to
meet on Lydd Rype at 9am and leave in as few cars as
possible at 9-30 sharp, returning at midday for light
refreshments. Make a note in your diary and why not
come along and join us.

Preventing Environment
Disaster Or Making It
More Likely – Next Steps
By Jan Holben

At the start of September the Environment Agency (EA)
were due to start work stripping trees and bushes along the
railway line, adjacent to the old railway bridge, Saltwood.
The EA say clearing this land is being done to prevent
flooding – but this just doesn’t make sense to local people
who say it is the mature trees and saplings which will
prevent or reduce flooding.

A number of local people took to social media saying that
they were horrified that this work was going ahead – and
said that the EA were being obstructive and dismissive
when they raised very real concerns about this work.

At last there may be a
glimmer of light at the end
of the tunnel due to the
number of people who
were so incensed at this
work going ahead, with
the potential loss of a
beautiful natural area
which also provides home
to a several variety of bats
which inhabit the mature
trees – that they have
written to local councillors
including Saltwood Parish
Councillor Chair Frank
Boland, our local MP
Damian Collins too.

Mr Collins went on to
state: Potentially, this could be the start of a more
constructive dialogue with the EA, but much will hinge on
their position after a further technical inspection of the site
that they have now agreed to undertake – crucially, this
time, with the landowner present.

It appeared to onlookers that the two EA representatives
who attended the meeting were underprepared and
unaware of the contents of some of their own
documentation. When asked what difference removing the
vegetation would have on the potential to flood – they
responded that it would make no difference – leaving little
wonder that local people have lost their trust in the EA on
this issue!
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Advertisement

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

Marsh Insurance
Services
In the last edition of The Looker, we spoke about the
difficulty in finding the correct insurance for not only your
home, but also your car and even travel etc. We decided to
spoke to our very own local broker to find out a little bit
about him and his business.
Marsh Insurance Services have been based at the same
office premises in Station Road, New Romney next door to
the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway since its very
beginning around 40 years ago. Its original concept was
started by local man Alistair Rabson, who was known by
many people as ‘The Man from the Pru (the Prudential). He
wanted to create a bespoke business, that catered for local
peoples unique insurance needs.
Matthew Howgego the current owner purchased the
business from Peter Cox in 2018 after working there himself
since 2015. Today and throughout the years Marsh
Insurance Services has dealt with the Insurance needs of
many local residents although they do have many
customers throughout the whole of the UK and even from
overseas. Matthew told us ‘We pride ourselves on the
longevity of the business and the quality service we provide
and the quality products we supply.’

Q and Awith Matthew Howgego
–Managing Director

A little bit about yourself
How old are you? Age 43
Are you local? Lived on Romney Marsh since birth
Marital status? Married with 4 children
What is your main love? Spending time with family
What are your interests? Angling & watching Motorsport
What motivates you to work hard? Knowing that people
are protected properly
What did you want to be when you were small? Racing
Driver
What’s the tallest building you have been up? The Burj
Kalifa in Dubai when it opened in 2010
What’s your favorite zoo animal? Gorilla
What really makes you angry? Noisy eaters, don’t get
me started!
What motivates you to work hard? My family
What would you change about yourself if you
could? I’d also like to be less of a worrier, difficult in
this line of work!
What’s the most daring thing you have
ever done? Abseiled down the old
Dungeness Lighthouse
Where is your surname from?
Apparently, it is derived from the
Huguenots in the 16th/17th century

Tell me about your recent award and
the Marsh 1287 Household Product?
During Peter’s ownership, Marsh
Insurance Services were nominated in
the Category of Best Initiative Broker in
the Country in the Chartered Insurance
Institute Public Interest Awards for our Marsh
1287 Household policy which has been insuring
properties on the Romney Marsh since 2006.
Although the award was not won the judges felt
that the proactive approach that he had taken in

tackling the so call Flood problem in the Marsh was worthy
of a Highly Commended Award of which he could be very
proud of.
Our own delegated household scheme is underwritten by
Ageas Insurance Limited and we assess each property for
its suitability on its own merit rather than just refusing to
insure properties in a certain postcode area, household
insurance is our speciality.
The product was named 1287 after the great storm/tempest
of the year 1287 when much of the landscape completely
changed overnight due to the storms ferocity.

Leading on from the award and your home insurance
product, how do you think climate change will affect
Romney Marsh and insurance premiums?
This is always a very contentious topic. My take on it is that
whether climate change is manmade or part of mother
nature’s natural cycle there is no getting away from the fact
that it is happening. The weather and climate appears to be
more extreme now with more very dry almost drought like
conditions and very wet periods, this alternation can
increase the likelihood of subsidence claims especially
where clay is present as the clay retracts and expands. We
have seen evidence of this, clay is present on some of the
marsh.
In addition, storm events, extreme precipitation coupled with
damaging winds mainly from the SW often remnants of
Hurricanes or tropical storms also appear to be more
common place, even during times of the year when you
would least expect them.
These events cause millions of pounds worth of insurance
claims each year.
What we are beginning to see lately from customers who
have come to us for help is reduced cover or very high
excesses on their renewals, I’ve even seen an excess of
£10,000 just for Storm claims.
There is no getting away from the fact that much of the area
is classed as a flood area, sea levels are apparently rising
faster than predicted and sea defences will have to be
enhanced sooner than expected. All of this is already
making it more difficult to obtain home insurance and
premiums are generally increasing, if your current insurer
provides cheap cover then it may not be for much longer.
Has COVID-19 affected your business?

COVID-19 was a very challenging period for obvious
reasons, we had to overcome many obstacles but
with the right strategy we managed to weather the
storm so to speak, this was even with the hardest
insurance market in over 20 years thrown at us at
the same time. Lets hope we have seen the last of
the lockdowns.

What are the benefits of using a broker?
There are many reasons when purchasing
your insurance requirements as to why
you would use a broker. The main
reason I believe is that you know that
you have a point of reference and
consistency if you have any queries as
you can talk. If you buy online or use
a call centre the likely hood is that you
will not speak to the same person
again and you are not aware of how
trained they are, in addition, the
comparison sites can provide diluted
policies to keep the premiums low,
some covers that you would expect to
be present are not, such as
windscreen unless you select it.

When using a broker you have the
personal touch as you are actually
dealing face to face with a human being

and not fighting your way through an automated phone
system. Also the broker has a fair split of the market and can
source a provider for your particular needs.
How competitive are you against the Direct market?
The simple answer, sometimes we are cheaper and
sometimes we are not. This is not any different to one direct
insurer being cheaper than another on the same risk. On
most occasions if it is different it is only by a small amount and
surely this is worth it to actually speak to a human being face
to face. I have always maintained and will always maintain
that no one insurance can be the cheapest all the time and
this is no different to insurance companies. In my eyes
making sure that we understand the risk and that the
customer receives the best advice possible is priceless. What
is the point in paying for something that doesn’t protect you?
Most insurance fraud is committed from online faceless
purchases, insurance companies prefer to use brokers
because they know that there is more of an interaction
between the broker and the customer and the broker is an
extra line of defence against fraud.
What products do you offer ?
We offer many products such as Car, Commercial Vehicle,
Household, Property Owners, Tradesman, Business
Insurance, Fleet, GAP, Excess Protection , Gadget, Alloy
Wheel & Scratch Cover, Legal Insurance, Travel Insurance,
and much much more, please visit our
website www.marshinsuranceservices.co.uk for full details.
All of our products have been vetted for quality of cover and
price and are underwritten by A+ rated insurers.
What things are you doing for the local community?
In recent years we have been helping to raise money for the
RNLI with their collection boxes, xmas cards etc which will
continue. But several years ago we had a Charity Pledge
where we supported local charities through donating money
for every new policy sold. We are now going to start
implementing this again with effect from 1st December 2021
for every Motor, Home or Business Policy that is sold whether
it is a new policy or a renewal.
Therefore for every New Business policy sold from the
1st December 2021 we will donate £2.50 towards charities and
good causes in the community.
We will also donate £1 for every Home, Motor or Business
Renewal Policy sold.
Our Charity Pledge: Marsh Insurance Services feels that
being a local business it is important to support the local
community in which ever way it can. We will look to support as
many charities and causes within the area as we can and will
equally proportion donations, so please if you would wish to
benefit from this pledge then get in contact. Obviously, the
more policies we sell the more supported the good causes
and charities in the local community become. It is a worth
while cause as donations and volunteers are the life line of all
causes and charities.
How do you see Insurance in the next decade?

I honestly believe that people are now beginning to realise
that the internet and call centres are becoming frustrating to
use when purchasing insurance, together with the recent FCA
General Insurance Pricing Practices Study and the Pricing
Remedy coming into force in January 2022 which means that
insurers will be required to offer renewing customers a price
that is no higher than they would pay as a new customer, this
is good news for us because we have never operated like this.
Premiums should therefore begin to stabilise and not be sold
way below where they should actually be according to risk.
Broker Advice
When purchasing any insurance product please always check
the details every year and read the covering letters, they tell
you about anything that has changed with the product, these
changes could affect you.
One of the biggest issues we have seen in recent years is the
use of assumption question set by insurers, these are
generally known as statement of facts. This is particularly
relevant to the Romney Marsh area as a lot of direct insurers
are automatically saying you are not in an area liable or cited
by the Environment Agency as being in a flood zone. Whilst I
appreciate that we have had much work carried out on the
sea defences technically much of the area is still technically in
a flood area according to the Environment Agency albeit much
of it a low rated area. Whilst you might feel that this is not
relevant it is as this can lead to a loss adjustor repudiating a
claim because the onus would be on the policyholder to make
sure that the statement of fact is accurate.

For more information on how Matthew and his
superb team can help you with your insurance
requirements and do something for Local Good
causes give him a call: 01797 362007
or
Mail: matthew@marshinsuranceservices.co.uk
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Romney
Marsh
Partnership
Working to
Support Local
Business
The Romney Marsh Partnership
(RMP) is entering a new stage in
its ongoing development with the
appointment to a role funded and
supported by Folkestone & Hythe
District Council, the NDA/Magnox
socio-economic scheme and Kent
County Council

Linda Marsh, who has a
background in the business sector,
joins as senior specialist in a role
that reflects the significant work of
the partnership in the regeneration
of the Romney Marsh.

Linda brings with her a good
understanding of the skills sector,
having worked on careers projects
for Kent Invicta Chamber of
Commerce and Management and
as people development specialist
for the East Kent College Group.

This partnership role has been
jointly funded for the next three
years to maintain the momentum
of the important work of the RMP
to bring forward new economic
regeneration projects
in the area.

Chaired by Cllr
Patricia Rolfe from
Folkestone &
Hythe District
Council, the RMP
brings together
representatives
from local
government,
business,
training, education, and the third
sector to identify needs and
opportunities locally and in the

surrounding area. It has been
instrumental in advocating and
enabling many projects, including
the current development of the
Romney Marsh Business Hub on
the Mountfield Road Industrial
Estate in New Romney which is
due to welcome businesses from
January 2022.

Cllr Rolfe said: “The Romney
Marsh Partnership has excellent
opportunities ahead and the arrival
of Linda into this post will further
enhance the important work within
this area. There are challenges
ahead, but we must not forget that
these challenges also bring
opportunities for business growth
and diversity.”

Magnox Socio-economic Manager
Haf Morris said: “The support
shown by all those involved in the
RMP is testament to the valuable
work undertaken. Magnox and the
NDA are very pleased to help
support the local economy to
create employment opportunities
through sustainable growth which
in turn creates thriving
communities. The appointment of
Linda to the team demonstrates
the commitment of the funding
partners and the Romney Marsh
Partnership to help and support
the communities around
Dungeness to look for
opportunities to mitigate the
closure of Dungeness A site.”

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC
Cabinet member for the District
Economy said: “It is an exciting
time to be working in the Romney
Marsh area with current projects
coming to fruition alongside the
opportunity to develop and
implement an economic
development strategy which will
see some further transformational
developments.”

Cllr Derek Murphy, KCC’s Cabinet
member for Economic
Development, said: “I am
delighted to welcome Linda to her
new role and very much look
forward to working with her as we
look to develop and deliver new
economic opportunities for the
Romney Marsh.”
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Bishop pays
a visit to the Hub
The Rt Rev Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover and
Canterbury, visited the Romney Marsh Community Hub in
New Romney on Thursday 2nd September.

As well as touring the Hub and its facilities, Bishop Rose

met and enjoyed lunch with some of the members and took
the time to understand how the charity works to support the
wellbeing of those over 50 in the Romney Marsh.

Jon Wilson, the CEO of the Romney Marsh Community
Hub, told The Looker: “We were delighted to welcome
Bishop Rose to the Hub. So many people here on the
Romney Marsh - especially those over 50 - have
experienced huge difficulties in the past year, and her words
of support and encouragement lifted everyone’s spirits and
meant so much to all those who attended.”
Bishop Rose: Said: “Those over 50 have experienced more
isolation and loneliness during this pandemic than many
other sectors of society; continuing to protect and support
this age group as we move forward is crucial. This is
particularly the case where people don’t have easy access
to technology. I was so pleased to see the Hub in action and
meet so many wonderful guests, as well as the team of staff
and volunteers that works so hard to support the
community.”
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YOUR
LETTERS
Dear David,
I have been saddened recently by the
amount of hate, spite and
vindictiveness over to the illegal
immigrant crisis. These people are
fellow human beings, fleeing from
intolerable nightmare situations.
Moving around the globe has taken
place ever since the beginning of time,
as people have sought a better life, or
simply to survive! We would all do the
same. I once read there have been 17
major waves of immigration to the UK
since the Romans!

We were living in north Kent a few
years ago, and the powers that be
decided to use an empty hotel for
immigrants. The reaction was horrific,
again spite, hateful comments and
actions. A Pakistani professional, a
doctor I think, who had lived and
worked here for 20 years, was spat at,
abused both verbally and physically,
and finished up in hospital.

The immigrants landing on our shores
are a big problem, that needs a
solution, but spite, hate and criticism,
will not solve the problem of people
smugglers. People are inclined to
blame the French, but both France and
Germany have taken in many more
immigrants than the UK. A
correspondent talked of a dignified
Citizen ceremony. He did not add that
the hostile Tory attitude to immigration
has made it very much more difficult to
claim political asylum by legitimate
means for new applicants. Getting in by
the back door? There isn't a front door
at present!
Yours sincerely,

Mrs J Gooch,
New Romney.

Dear Looker,

As you said you'd "Love to know what I
think" David...... here goes....

Where do I start?
Perhaps politely to point out the 3
spelling mistakes in your piece.
Heat doesn't sour, it soars!
Telling Greta to stop winging......I
imagine you meant whinging!
Depleting the planet of it's natural
recourses, I think you mean resources.

Sorry, I'm being pedantic.

I am not here to defend Greta
Thunberg, although I must confess I
admire her passion, and if you watched
her crossings of the Atlantic Ocean,
you could never accuse her of
hypocrisy. More importantly 'Climate

Change' should not be a blame game,
nor is it a competition for who does/did
more or less damage. We cannot turn
the clock back, although in some ways,
as you point out in your personal
whinge, it would have its benefits.

I was born in 1946....... therefore a lot
of what you said about your childhood
relates to mine, only more so.

Simplistically listing your idyllic
childhood does nothing to mitigate the
destructive, materialistic, consumerist
damage that we all contribute to today.

Greta has certainly done her homework
over the years.....I politely suggest you
do the same......I don't believe for one
minute she sought notoriety, other than
publicity for her cause. Check out how
she makes every effort to practice what
she preaches.

Putting her head above the parapet
can be dangerous......

It won't be us oldies who suffer the
worst of the consequences of the
damage that has been done, and
continues to be done. We'll be dead.
One things for sure there are no easy
answers.

The way I see it we all owe it to
generations to come to try our best to
be aware/mindful of the consequences
of our behaviour. Neither defensively
nor aggressively.

I'm not sure who has "stolen your
retirement years", but it sure as hell
ain't Greta Thunberg.

Annette Bovington,
Littlestone.

Dear Looker,
Thank you once again for writing such
an informative magazine, I do not know
how with your other things that you do,
with your radio stations, running your
shops and the council. But please carry
on!

I am writing at your request, to
comment on your climate change
article, in your last edition.
SPOT ON, why is it that Ms Thunberg,
is so angry at us? We are not the
generation doing the damage, its her
generation!
But if we are all honest, it’s the Far
East China and America that are the
biggest culprits.

So I suggest young Ms Thunberg,
takes a ‘chill pill’ and in the words of the
late Film Director Michael Winner
learns to ‘Calm Down Dear’ and start
enjoying your life as a young lady,
maybe get yourself a partner and stop
being mummy and daddies political
puppet.

I expect my little comment will upset
some of our Hythe councillors, But let’s
face it. They are just as much to blame
as anyone. Throwing their toys out of
the pram, when they don’t get their own

way. They promised the world believing
they were the voice of the people of
Hythe, but failed to deliver a single
promise. The only difference between
them and Ms Thunberg, is no one
believes a word they say anymore.
Yours truly,

Barry Stainer, Hythe.

Dear David,
I read your editorial (in issue 282) with
great interest as it very much concurs
with my own thoughts.
You spoke of your experiences as a
young boy, enjoying playing outside,
and compared that to how young
people spend their time now. It is sad
that so many kids today miss out on
the joy and learning experiences that
simply playing outside home with
friends brings. No tech gadgets can
replace that! Fact is though that today's
children could not survive without their
mobile phones. Nor could many survive
without take away food. So much for
polluting the planet! Perhaps these
'eco-warriors' could learn from us older
folk. We returned cleaned glass bottles
to shops to claim the deposits. No
plastic bottles around then to pollute
the planet.

Now my thoughts on your comments
on Greta Thunberg. An 'Alice in
Wonderland' young school girl who has
built up a near cult following of, mainly,
young school girls, who gobble up
everything she says, nodding and
yelling in agreement, and even going
on strike from school, with the aim of
trying to convince world governments
to quake in their collective boots and
rapidly change things. Perhaps this
simply indicates that these school girls
are looking for something to fill the void
in their lives created by techno
gadgets.

That said, I now understand that Greta
(alias 'Alice in Wonderland') Thunberg,
has begun to say that she would not
now say much of what she said as a
very young school girl. She is
beginning to grow up and perhaps
realising that it is the young generation
that must share the blame for polluting
the planet.

As a Chartered Engineer, I listen to
opinions from scientists who believe
that Climate Change is man-made. I
also listen to those scientists who say
that changes in climate are natural and
occur over millennia at almost regular
intervals. I am not totally convinced
either way, but tend to the latter.

Of course the man-made Climate
Warming supporters will continue to try
to get us non believers on board.
Suffice to say that 'we were there many
years before Greta was a mere twinkle
in her dad's eye'.

Cllr Terry Mullard,
Dymchurch.

NEWROMNEY OLD SCHOOL
OPEN DAY SATURDAY 9TH

OCTOBER
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
As life begins to get back to normal the Old School
in Church Lane is holding an Open Day /Relaunch
Day. Please come and visit us.
Our regular classes and groups are starting up
again. Come along and meet some of the group
and club leaders who will tell you about what they
do: this includes Sewing, Craft, Art, History, Poetry,
Support Groups and Film Club.
The Old School is also a Heritage Centre for the
area so come and see what we have in the way of
artifacts and documents including copies of old
school registers. Refreshments will be available.
For more information please contact:
Pat Goodsell 01797 458200
Or visit the website:
www.newromneyoldschool.co.uk



The Eight Hundred - Cert 15 - Sky/Now TV

Hu Guan's The Eight Hundred tells the true story of the
Nationalist KMT Chinese troops heroic attempts to
defend the Sihang Warehouse against the superior
Imperial Japanese Army during the Battle of Shanghai in
1937The Chinese army suffered heavy losses during the
first 3 months of the Second Sino-
Japanese War and were forced to
retreat with 20,000 troops from
the 3rd Imperial Japanese
Division advancing on them. 452
young officers and soldiers led by
Lt Colonel Xie Jinyuan were
instructed to defend the Sihang
Warehouse in what would
ultimately be a suicide mission
and under the watching eye of the
residents of Shanghai and the
Western World. The
Generalissimo of China issued
the instruction after the loss of
Beĳing in an attempt to provide a
much-needed morale boost for the Chinese people and
to spur support from the Allies.

The Eight Hundred follows the seven days that the
Chinese managed to halt the Japanese advance. The
action scenes are well acted out and the sense of
claustrophobia and inevitable outcome draws you into the
plight of the doomed troop. The film comes in at just
under 150 minutes but is worth staying with as the story
unfolds. The director does rely heavily on sentimentality
to tell the story of the heroic defence of the warehouse
and why not because the actions of the brave but
doomed troops are a story that certainly needed to be
told.

The film is in Chinese and is sub-titled so demands
additional concentration but it is well worth a view.

Candyman - Cert 15 - On General release in
cinemas

American comedian Jordan Peele
has recently produced some
thought-provoking horror films in
the shape of 'Get Out' and 'Us' So,
I was very interested to see how
he would tackle the Candyman
franchise, of which there have
been three previous films
(Candyman, Candyman; Farewell
to the Flesh and Candyman; Day
of the Dead. I have to admit I was
half expecting a re-boot of the
original but Peele's film is a direct
sequel to the 1992 original and
although recaps are provided, I
would strongly recommend a viewing of the original
before seeing this one.

Taken from horror writer Clive Barker's short story 'The
Forbidden' we pick up the story with Troy recounting the
urban legend of Helen Lyle to his sister, gallery director
Brianna and her artist boyfriend Anthony. Helen Lyle was
a graduate student, investigating the legend of
Candyman, who went on a killing spree in the early 90's.
Troy tells how Helen's spree culminated in an attempt to
sacrifice a baby in a bonfire outside the Cabrini-Green
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Vince
The Movie Man

CANCEL CANCEL CULTURE:
The German poet Heinrich Heine said, "There where one burns
books, one in the end burns men." Maybe he was a clairvoyant, as he
wrote that in the 1800s.

Several decades later, in the 1940s, American President, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, said, "Books cannot be killed by fire. People die, but books
never die. No man and no force can abolish memory. And it is a part
of your dedication always to make them weapons for man's freedom."

Cancel culture. The re-writing of history is nothing new. Ask Stalin.
Way back in 1891, the Brazilian Minister of Finance decreed the
'abolition of history'; he ordered the destruction of every document
which dealt in any way with slavery or the slave trade; a nationwide
burning of the books. Because you see, that means it never
happened. Except for the fact that it did.

Which brings me to comedy. Funny is funny. If you find it funny, then
it's comedy; if you don't, then, for you, it isn't. That doesn't mean that
it's not funny; it just means that you don't find it so. Comedy is a very
personal taste. The fact that I don't find a particular comedian
amusing or I think others are hilarious makes my view neither right
nor wrong. It's just my personal opinion. Enter, stage left, Roy Chubby
Brown. Royston Vasey, yup, that's him, is now a very lively 76 years
old. His act, if you research him. is described thus "An English stand-
up comedian whose act consists of offensive humour, high profanity,
forthright social commentary and outspoken disdain for political
correctness".

Fair enough.

So here's my point. Roy wouldn't be my No1 pick as my favourite
comedian. He's not exactly my cup of tea. So what? Who cares? This
seasoned entertainer has been selling out theatres to full capacity for
decades. He's not on TV. He's not in the media. He delivers a two-
hour blistering set that leaves his adoring fans in stitches. Do you
have any concept of the comedic talent it takes to achieve that? It's
huge. So why do we think it's perfectly OK for Sheffield City Council
and Sheffield City Trust to ban him? Who are these arbiters of taste?
Why do they feel it is their role to tell the public what they can and
cannot see? Who are they censoring him from? Roy, like the books,
is being burned,

Currently, the most over-used phrase is 'free speech'. It seems fine to
have freedom of speech of things you agree with, but the same
generosity doesn't seem to apply if you don't like it. How is this going
to work going forwards? Will comedians have to submit their material
for approval to a panel of faceless bureaucrats who will sit in a
committee, stony-faced, crossing out lines with a red pencil? Will
there be a list of 'approved' comedians and a longer list of
'undesirable' comics? I wouldn't choose to go a Roy Chubby Brown
show, and that is precisely the point. I can make up my own mind. I
merely decide that I won't buy a ticket. It's that simple. Do I want to
see this veteran comic banned? No, I damn well don't. Why should
my personal view prevent thousands of his loyal fans from having a
fabulous night out? Of course not. That is utter madness. But a
council can decide what they will or will not deem fit for you to watch?
How is that any less mad? Going to a Roy Chubby Brown
performance and not expecting him to swear and pick on everyone
and everything is like going to a Metallica concert and complaining 'it
was a bit loud' or a Lord Lloyd-Webber musical and moaning "but it
was full of songs'. You know exactly what you are going to get.

We can vote with our feet. Don't like a TV show? Switch channels;
there's only about another 600 to choose from. Don't like a politician?
Vote for someone else. Don't find a comedian to your taste? Don't go
to his show. It's not rocket science. The choice is yours. Well, it should
be, but more and more, we are being told what to think, who to
approve, what is acceptable, what is funny, what is offensive. Pulling
down statues does not eradicate history. Banning comedians does
not change one person's mind. And let's not get started on pillaring
people for one tweet they wrote 15 years ago. These new
Cromwellians, these poker-faced, humourless Puritans, these
anonymous censors, must have led the most blameless lives, one
can only assume.

If you keep pushing a pendulum, one day it will swing back to the
opposite point with unstoppable force. When that happens, it won't be
pretty.

TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE RUSS@THELOOKER.CO.UK

projects. The baby is rescued but Helen in an apparent act
of self-immolation perishes in the bonfire.

Anthony, desperate for inspiration for his next showcase,
decides to investigate the legend and searches the Cabrini-
Projects for the story behind the legend. This leads him to a
local launderette owner by the name of William who tells him
the story of Candyman. William tells him of his encounter
with a hook handed man called Sherman Fields whom the
police wanted for putting a razor blade in a piece of candy,
which fell into the hands of a child. Burke alerted the police
to Fields and they beat him to death. Fields was later
exonerated when more candy with razor blades turned up.
William finishes that the legend goes that if you repeat the
name Candyman five times in front of a mirror Sherman's
spirit will appear and kill whoever spoke his name.

Inspired by the story Anthony produces an exhibition around
the legend and showcases it at Brianna's gallery, but to a
very tepid response. That night two people are slaughtered
at the gallery after repeating Candyman's name five times in
front of a mirror. As the body count rises Anthony undergoes
a physical transformation after he is stung by a bee and at
the hospital, he is shocked to learn that his Mother lied
about his place of birth. When questioning her she then
reveals that Anthony was the baby that Helen Lyle rescued
from the original Candyman Daniel Robitaille. What is the
connection between Anthony, Helen Lyle and The
Candyman? Who is the true Candyman?

Peele is back on familiar ground with the horror genre and
again adds his own original style to the Candyman
franchise. Whereas the original explained the legend of the
Candyman Peele takes up the story and adds his own twist.
Whereas most horror films appear to be just a re-hash of the
originals Peele has reignited the story and again produced a
thought-provoking addition to the franchise. At a time when
the genre is struggling to produce fresh ideas you can
always rely on Peele to produce a decent film and this is
well worth a view for all horror aficionados.

Dare you say it? Candyman, Candyman, Candyman,
Candyman, Candyman.

THE ROTARY CLUB
OF ROMNEY

MARSH

MOBILE
PHONES
APPEAL
Following the success of our ‘Laptops for Schools’ appeal,
we are now inviting donations of mobile phones to help
local Charity ‘PORCHLIGHT’ in its work with the homeless
in our area.

So, if you have a working Mobile Phone and charger that
you no longer use - it doesn’t need to be a sophisticated
Smartphone – will you donate it please? All we ask is that
you delete any personal information, remove the SIM Card,
take the phone to one of the four drop off points listed
below, and place it in the Rotary Club’s collection box.

Porchlight is a local Charity that helps people sleeping
rough, the homeless, and vulnerable, in our area - including
those who have experienced domestic abuse or modern
slavery - and finds them accommodation.

Once in temporary accommodation Porchlight helps its
clients to work with a coach and access other services

available to them, through their local Council, CAB, mental
health services, MIND, GP, Probation Officers, Samaritans
and others. It also help them to make homelessness
applications, apply for universal credit, set up utilities, etc.

A mobile phone is a vital device – a lifeline – for
Porchlight’s clients and is given, as a top priority, to
anyone sleeping rough, so that its outreach workers can
keep in contact, let them know when accommodation has
been found for them, and establish a rapport with the
client; it not only enables the client to keep in touch – it
helps them to access other services, gives them some
sense of independence and identity, and helps them to
escape their current situation.

Drop off points, from which the mobile phones will be
regularly collected and delivered to Porchlight, are situated
at:

DYMCHURCH – The Ocean Inn, 2 High Street, TN29 0NG

LYDD – Lyons Department Store, Coronation Square, TN29
9AT

NEW ROMNEY – Reception desk of Romney Marsh
Community Hub, Sunflower House, Rolfe Lane, TN28 8JR

ST. MARY’S BAY – Foyer of St Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
Jefferstone Lane, TN29 0SW

Alternatively, you can make a donation via our website,
www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk; all donations received in
September, October and November will be allocated to this
Appeal.



Hey op lads and lasses, how are thee.
Today I'm taking thee back to the 70's for
a look at what them real folk did in't
spare time.

Back in the 70's, way before the PC
brigade were questioning anything and
everything and 'woke' was something
you did after a good-night's sleep.
Censorship came in the shape of Mary
Whitehouse, the self-appointed saviour
of common decency. Conservative in
politics and views she regularly attacked
the British media as being too
permissive.

Prior to the advent of Punk in the late
seventies, which would regenerate Mrs
Whitehouse's moral crusade, she held a
personal vendetta against the television
companies and their productions which
would frequently 'boil the blue blood' of
Mary. The progressive and reflective of
current trends Top of the Pops, the
risqué comedy of Benny Hill and Dave
Allen and inevitably the racial tirades of
Alf Garnett fell foul of Mary, even Dr Who
was slammed for being 'teatime brutality
for tots'.

Today we are going to revisit a show that
never fell foul of MW but was a melting
pot of misogyny. Hosted by a true man's
man, who would have given MW a piece
of his mind and put her in her place. A
man who was as reflective of Yorkshire
as Yorkshire itself. This was a show so
Northern that it could have equally
passed as a promo for the Yorkshire
tourist board. To its misogynist audience
'it were a way of life' To its participants it
was a chance to win a handy £100 in
prize money. Lads n't lasses I present
thee wit Yorkshire TV's slice of indoor
sporting excellent The Indoor League.

The Indoor League was the brainchild of
Sid '180' Waddell the voice of darts. It
started as a competition for local
competitors, that was until its popularity
led to the show opening its borders,
Most of the games had their roots in the
North, Darts, In the initial competition a
Yorkshire dart board was used (No

trebles) Pool, Bar Billiards, Bar Skittles,
Table Football, Arm Wrestling and Shove
Ha'penny. It was obvious that
competitors would be initially drawn from
the Northern region and I would imagine
it was something of a culture shock when
the soft southerners were eventually let
in.

Indoor League was fronted by the
monosyllabic Freddie 'Ow thee' Trueman
looking resplendent in his chunky
cardigan with a pipe in one hand and a
pint of bitter, in a jug (no pint glasses
here) in the other. Fred must have been
half cut by the end of the show as each
sporting segment was introduced by
Fred with a fresh quip and a full pint in
his hand and like some bizarre drinking
game Fred would finish his intro with a
big swig of his pint. Fred's intros were on
the very brief side "Taffy John must have
oil in his elbows" Fred informed us when
describing the first ever Bar Billiards
champion. On the subject of Bar Billiards
Fred advised us that it was "snooker with
bunkers" Autocue reads: Fred leans on
the table and smokes pipe. Occasionally
Fred would try to inject some Northern
humour into the proceedings "Next up a
pair of cocky lads who say they've never
been beat in a competitive game of table
football. They think they are Bremner
and Giles" Autocue reads: Fred laughs,
smiles and takes a swig of bitter.
Occasionally Fred would be seen
shoving an ha'penny of having a go,
unsuccessfully, at Bar Skittles.
Thankfully the camera would cut away
before Fred launched in a volley of
expletives at his lack of success before
downing another pint. Every show ended
with Fred's customary "Ah'll see thee"
which concluded every show.

The contestants were a funny bunch
displaying a mixture of styles. Elder
contestants would be dressed in their
Sunday best with a short back and sides
and half a ton of Brylcreem on their

heads, while the younger competitors
were a mass of flowing locks, tank tops,
flared jeans and heeled boots. One thing
both generations shared was a lack of
interviewing skills. Monosyllabic, heads
bowed low and extremely uncomfortable
the poor commentator struggled to get
any meaningful interview from the
victors.

Commentator: "So how did thee think
that went?"

Contestant: "I beat him"

Commentator: "It was a tight contest
though"

Contestant: "Yes"

Commentator: "Well done"

Contestant: "Thanks"

Commentator: "Over to thee Fred"

Fred: "A proper needle match but that
lad needs a haircut"

Fred smiles leans on the table and takes
a big swig out of his jug.

The audience too were a mixture of
Northen stereotypes dressed for a night
out at the pub. They too mirrored the
contestants and would watch the action
with a jug in their hand and a tab in the
other. I loved one shot of a young lad
who looked no more than 15 having a
sneaky swig from a pint jug unaware that
the camera was focused on him tut tut!

Like I mentioned in the end the show
succumbed to allowing (soft)
Southerners and women to compete but
Indoor League still maintained its
Northen roots until it was withdrawn in
1978 and Fred muttered "Ah'll see thee
for the last time"

Next time we will be looking at another
TV show one that will never ever be
screened again. A show so un-PC that it
makes Alf Garnett look PC but that's for
the next edition of The Looker.
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By Vince Shelly
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Commitment, Loyalty
and Tradition are part of
the Councillors’
unwritten code of
conduct.
By Michael Lyons, former District and Hythe Town Councillor

Let me explain the title. Commitment to the local
electorate, whether they voted for you or not, Loyalty to
the Town, its Council and Staff and, more importantly,
one’s fellow Councillors and the citizens, who put them in
this trusted position. Tradition, to be passed on to future
generations.

Commitment is a principle to which Councillors are
required to adhere by supporting the running of the Town's
facilities and finances and to make sure of best practice
and value for taxpayers’ money.

Loyalty is, again, to the Town of Hythe, to fellow
Councillors, to Town Council Staff and, most importantly,
to the Citizens of the Hythe area.

Tradition is based on the Centuries over which the premier
Cinque Port of Hythe has guided the Laws and Statutes
that have governed the Cinque Ports and, through these
times, have defended this part of the United Kingdom.

Sadly, the commitment shown by a few of Hythe's current
elected representatives has failed to demonstrate the
moral fibre to achieve what they put out in their fictitious
campaign literature in 2019. Nine, of our fine upstanding
Councillors seem to be more interested in getting involved
in national and global issues and NOT dealing with Hythe
Town's problems or the electorate’s concerns. For
example, drug dealers selling their wares in Hythe High

Street and knife
crime between
warring factions, to
name but two. It is
no wonder that
Hythe High Street
shop keepers are
installing CCTV in
their premises.

While Hythe does
not have a Garrison,
being a military
Town, the Hythe
range is very much
part of our daily lives.
It has been alleged that the Right Worshipful Mayor of
Hythe, decided, in her infinite wisdom, to cancel Armed
Forces Day with more excuses then an old lag, saying "it
weren't me gov".

The farce in the Council Chamber of discussing what food
to give Guests at Council functions must be up there for
crassness. Vegan haute cuisine only. I was under the
impression, that this Country is a democracy with freedom
of choice, but I was clearly wrong. It would seem that the
majority of Woke Councillors (who I might add do not
actually live in Hythe) have imposed the "Putin rule of
Democracy".

I am hoping that in 2023 there will be a big change in the
Council with the people who stand for the Council not only
living in Hythe, but also showing total commitment to the
Town and its Citizens. Many people wish to advise and
help the community, some by putting themselves forward
as Councillors, but (and there always is a but), it is
important to get the right calibre of individuals to put
themselves forward. Many of the current Elected
representatives not only don't live in Hythe, but also
declined to inform the Electorate of their home address,
which they are able to do under electoral Law. They can
simply write on the nomination form, "Resident in
Folkestone and Hythe District". I do wonder what they are
ashamed of when not declaring their Home Address or
contact details? Very different to the Opposition party’s
stance, on the Town Council, as all their contact details
and addresses are available to the public, while they all
live in Hythe.

Living in Hythe, to my mind, is very important and living in
the Ward, is a bonus. You get to know the people you
represent a lot better and can relate to local issues by
living in the ward. It must be difficult to offer commitment
and feel loyalty to a town when you don’t live there and
have no understanding of its rich traditions.

Lyons
Pride

Further Funding
To Help
Businesses
Grow
More funding for small and medium-sized
businesses in the Folkestone Community
Works area has been released.

A further £100,000 is now available under
the SME Business Grant Scheme offering
local businesses grants – which must be
match-funded pound for pound – to help
support their development and growth.

More than 20 businesses have benefited to
date – ranging from bakers to laundrettes,

hairdressers to graphic designers, and
software companies to garages.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC Cabinet Member
for the District Economy, said: “This funding
has inspired a whole host of new
opportunities in the Folkestone Community
Works area, helping individual businesses
and supporting economic growth in the
process.

“It’s fantastic that more money has been
made available for small and medium-sized
businesses under this scheme and I’d
encourage applicants to put forward their
case.

“This represents a £200,000 investment –
including match-funding – in the area.”

Money can be granted for items that expand
production capacity, introduce new
processes or products, and increase
efficiency. Panel members will also look
favourably at applications which lead to job
creation.

A grant of between £1,000 and £7,500 is
available – and this must be match-funded.
Therefore a maximum of £15,000 can be
invested into a project. One-to-one support
is available throughout the process.

For more information about how to apply,
visit folkestonecommunityworks.com or
email
folkestonecommunityworks@folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk

Folkestone Community Works was set up in
February 2018 after Folkestone & Hythe
District Council successfully secured £2.5m
from the European Regional Development
Fund and the European Social Fund.

The money is helping people in the East,
Central and Harbour Wards of Folkestone
build businesses and increase employment.
For more information about the Folkestone
Community Works project, visit
folkestonecommunityworks.com



Photos From The Past
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 16th September
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m. (01797-363888 to book)
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 17th September
New Romney Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road, 10 a.m.

Saturday 18th September
Coffee Morning, Methodist Church, New Romney,
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Quiz, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Monday 20th September
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.

Tuesday 21st September
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 22nd September
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay,
9.30 a.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club,
Old School, New Romney, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 23rd September
MacMillan Coffee Morning, RM Community Hub,
10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point,
Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m. (01797-363888 to book)
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Saturday 25th September
Coffee Morning, Methodist Church, New Romney,
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
MacMillan Coffee Morning, Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh,
12 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Newchurch Village Supper, 6.30 p.m.

Looker Party Night, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 7 p.m.

Monday 27th September
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.

Tuesday 28th September
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 29th September
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay,
9.30 a.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club,
Old School, New Romney, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 30th September
Lydd Meeting Point,
Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m. (01797-363888 to book)
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.
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The early days of Dungeness ‘A’ Power Station.
Above: Aerial view of the site looking east in October 1961.
Below: Aerial view of the site looking north in July 1962.

FOLKESTONE CHANNEL
TRIATHLON IS ANOTHER
SUPER SUCCESS!

Folkestone Channel Rotary Club’s fourth Triathlon
took to the water and roads of Folkestone on 5th
September, once again under the leadership of
Club maestro Joe Sullivan. The response of the
athletes was excellent and plans are already in
hand for the next one in September 2022. The
Channel Tri is now well established in the South
East calendar and this time it attracted people from
a wide area including visitors from Australia and
Poland.
Local personality Matt Morsia from Hythe (one of
the best known fitness gurus in the UK) opened the
event.

200 enthusiasts of all standards from beginners to
fully experienced swam, cycled and ran. Based at
the Harbour Arm, the Channel Tri showcases the
major developments in the Harbour area, the Town
and our amazing coastal and countryside scenery
during the swim, cycle and run phases. The
athletes took to the water like ducks with the
protection of canoeists from the Folkestone Rowing
Club and Folkestone Rescue Service. The pleasant
sun later in the morning added to the enjoyment.
Triathlons are about challenging yourself. Not
many have a genuine sea swim and for some
athletes this was their first experience of choppy
water and they had the comfort of knowing they
were being safely watched over. The same drive
and commitment was evident in the cycle and run
phases and there were some powerful, personal
achievements as athletes conquered the route and
their tiredness. Every finisher was presented with a
smart medal as a permanent reminder of a very
enjoyable day.

Channel Rotary President Gary Calver and
Organiser Joe Sullivan were delighted with the
outcome saying. “This has been another excellent
event. Once again, we are grateful to everyone
who helped to make it such a success including the
athletes, our wonderful marshals, volunteers and
our sponsors particularly The Roger De Haan Trust,
FAS, SAGA, Kent County Council, Folkestone &
Hythe District Council, Folkestone Town Council,
Jenner Construction and Walker Brothers. Its a
little early to know how much we’ve raised but we
expect a sizeable amount for a range of local
charities including South Kent MIND and Shepway
Youth Trust.”



ZOE’S
Kitchen
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ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470 675 Dave: 07970804 060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Folkestone & Hythe
Conservative
Association Starts
Search for Councillors
Folkestone & Hythe
Conservative Association has
started search for the next
generation of District, Town &
Parish Council Candidates.
Elections are scheduled to take
place in May 2023 but the Association is keen to
recruit a full slate of candidates NOW that represent
the vibrant community that they live in so they can
establish themselves as community champions.

Stephen James, the Association Chairman says “If
candidates are successful at the ballot box, service
as councillor is an extremely rewarding experience. It
gives them the opportunity to help our local
community and be part of a dedicated team providing
key services for our area. I especially welcome new
candidates - they are good news. They mean fresh
ideas and fresh enthusiasm, and that will be good for
our councils at all levels.”

Claire Beresford who is considering putting herself
forward as candidate said, “the veil is being drawn
back on council candidate selection, not only is there
a detailed process outlined on the website for all to
see, but the Association is also advertising in the
local press, social media and putting on a Cllr Taster/
Q&A Session on 17th September 2021 with Cllr Rory
Love & Cllr Dylan Jeffery for those who want to find
out more. It has never been easier to get involved.”

Laurie Glover, the Deputy Chairman added, “As an
Association, we appreciate that the candidates that
are selected need to represent the community it
serves and to do this, candidates from all
demographics, backgrounds and cultures need to put
themselves forward to serve the community. We are
investing in reaching these parts of our community.”
He added, Ghandi put it most eloquently, “Be the
change you want to see in the world.”

Find out more about becoming a Conservative
Councillor at www.fhconservatives.org.uk

Deadline for applications – 1st October 2021.

Advertisment

Serves 4
4 tbsp Oil
1 Large Onion (peeled & sliced)
2 Peppers (cut into chunks)
12 British Pork or good quality
Vegetarian Sausages (remove
casings & shape into meatballs)
1 Stick of Celery (finely diced)
2 Cloves Garlic (peeled & finely
chopped)
3 tsp Smoked Paprika
2 tsp Caraway Seeds
400g Chopped Tomatoes
2 tbsp Tomato Puree
400ml Beef Stock or for a
vegetarian option use vegetable
stock
Slow cookers are great for long
& slow cooking more
economical cuts of meat but are
great way of cooking dinner
while you are busy working.
This morning I’ve made this
recipe for dinner this evening &
I’ve doubled the quantity so I
can add to the freezer for busy
days.
I do prefer to brown meat & get
some colour on vegetables by
using the hob. No colour No
flavour!
Then transfer to the slow
cooker & add the additional
ingredients.

On the stove heat the oil & fry
the onion & peppers for
approximately 10 minutes
Remove from the pan & brown
the meatballs
Transfer the onion, peppers &
meatballs to the slow cooker
Now add the remaining
ingredients & season
Pop on the lid, I’ve set the slow
cooker on a low setting for 4
hours 30 minutes
Serve with rice & soured cream

Chefs Hints & Tips;
You can add extra vegetable to
bulk out, diced carrot, swede or
courgette.
And of course you can leave
out the garlic if desired.

Note From The Editor
My Mother made some of Zoe’s
Icecream that we featured the
other week and it is SUPERB.
So much so that she is making
it by the bundle for the Freezer!

Slow Cooker Meatball Goulash

Budgeting Tips
Back to school time.

For people with children, it can be an expensive time.
Most people will have their uniforms and equipment by
now, but always worth, thinking carefully about what you
buy. Fortunately, most school uniforms now comes in
generic (general) packs. Our 2 youngest boys went to
local grammar schools, and I was pleased to learn that
most of their uniforms were generic. Apart from a badge,
tie and rugby shirt, it could all be bought at any store,
including a blazer.
Remember, to quote the horrible granny in George’s
Marvellous Medicine, “children have a nasty, spiteful habit
of growing” So unless you have another child of the same
sex, going to the same school in a year or two, it is hardly
worth spending a lot of money on uniform. I used to find
Primark was excellent value, but the supermarkets now do
value packs of uniform.
Bags can be a rip off, you can pay enormous amount for
bags with “names” on, about 4 times the price of an
ordinary bag. If your child insists on a bag with a name of
it, look out for bargains in coming months. The same with
trainers. Years ago the schools insisted on black leather
shoes, and trainers were forbidden, so the question didn’t
arise. But now there is a crossover area between shoes
and trainers, but again be very wise about footwear. Cut
price stores, and the outlet centre, can give you a decent,
fashionable pair of shoes/trainers, without getting into the
nonsense realms of spending!
If money is tight, don’t be tempted to buy it all on your
credit card. Remember you have to pay it off every month
to avoid interest charges, which are very steep. The
interest charges are also charged on the total money you
owed the previous month, regardless of how much you are
paying off just now, if you are not paying it all off.
Remember the adage, that the cheapest way to borrow
money is from yourself. So try saving a little, however
small your income. Even if just £2 a week in a jam jar, it
will help you to cope with special events, like birthdays
and Christmas and going back to school. If you are trying
to save, you have to do it first thing, when your money
comes in. Have it transferred to a savings account. You
will never save if you are relying on saving what is left.
Fact!
Try and be careful about what goes in your child’s packed
lunch. Health professionals are getting worried about the
about of junk food in children’s lunch boxes. Sandwiches
or a roll are a good basis for the main part of the meal,
with some fruit and perhaps 1 sweet treat. Many schools
wisely prohibit anything but water to drink. With young
children try and get them into good habits. Again, health
professionals are alarmed by the huge number of
teenagers, leaving school at lunchtime to buy a 100% diet
of junk food, chips, burgers, crisps and sweets. They are
laying down huge health problems for later life.
Try and keep track of your spending. The government
have just raised the limit of contactless to £100. Many debt
charities are unhappy about this. It simply encourages
people to spend recklessly, without keeping track of their
money. You should know, roughly, how much money if in
your account at any one time. Many people do not bother
to take their receipts. How can you possibly keep track of
your spending if you don’t take your receipts for each
purchase? Remember, debt is the biggest cause of
relationship breakdown, unhappiness and misery, and
mental ill health in this country. Is all this worth it, just so
your child can have a pair of flash trainers!



This series started for people who are fairly new to gardening,
either moving to a house with a garden for the first time, or
taking on an allotment. Or maybe you had a member of your
family who did all the gardening, and now you fancy having a
go yourself? Hope it is going well. One of the joys of inheriting
a mature garden is going thro’ the first year, and seeing what
comes up! So unless you are doing a major re-landscaping, it
is worth keeping any drastic plans back for a year, so you can
value what you have. It is worth repeating the need to get to
know you garden well. Fashions in gardening change faster
than the Paris catwalk, and you need to find out what thrives
in your garden, ignoring fashion. The position of your garden,
with relation to the sun, will make a big difference, and any
trees you want to keep.
The past few weeks have been very dry, so you are probably
working hard, to keep tubs, baskets and vegetables watered.
There is a famous gardener, Beth Chatto, who had a garden
in the driest part of the country, in East Anglia, and she coined
a famous phrase, “Right plant, right place” She vowed never
to waste hours watering so concentrated on plants that
enjoyed the dry climate. I still love my old fashioned flowers,
and don’t mind having to water them, but if you are in a full
time job, the mantra is worth remembering.
Weeding is a non-stop job, and just keep up with it as best
you can! Take comfort from the environment people who tell
us that a bit of untidiness is the best way to encourage wildlife!
This time of year sees the bright and brash Dahlias and
Chrysanthemums at their best, but again worth dead heading
to keep them flowering as long as possible. The same with
roses, and the heat is causing black spot, so spray them if you
wish, sticking to the regime on the bottle. Odd note about
tidying Dahlias. It is sometimes hard to check whether a flower
head is coming or going! If it is coming up to flowering, the
bud is rounded. If it is finished, it is pointed!
If you wish, lots of flowers make seeds, and you can leave
them to go to seed, and have a supply for next year. Flowers
which make good seeds are antirrhinums, french marigolds,
English marigolds (calendula) cosmos, hollyhocks, sweet
peas, love in a mist and many others. If you like a particular
colour, it is worth tying a label to the plant while it is still in
flower, once it has gone to seed, they are all much the same!
When you have collected your seed head, put into a paper
bag or old envelope, and label, and keep in a dry place. Later
in the winter, you can sit one evening watching TV, and when
it is thoroughly dry, separate the seed heads from the seeds. It
is very satisfying saving your own seeds.
In the lockdowns gardening came out as one of the best
pastimes for maintaining mental health. The satisfaction you
get from growing things, releases all sorts of positive feel good
enzymes in your brain. There are a large number of
community gardening projects, which are helping people with
problems of all kinds, improve their quality of life. That is quite
apart from the exercise involved and the exposure to the fresh
air.
So trust you are all enjoying your gardens, and, as before, if it
is a bit untidy, don’t worry, and remember to take time to relax
in it.
AND NOW FOR THE VEGETABLE NOTES
As we approach Autumn, growth is slowing down and our
crops are beginning to mature, ready for harvesting.
When you clear a patch of ground of its produce, it’s a good
idea to dig it over thoroughly and get rid of as many weed
roots as possible, especially those white bindweed roots
which remind me of underground electric cables! Perhaps
somebody could invent a variety which can carry high speed
broadband and save millions in digging up the roads and
pavements!

Once cleared, putting a layer of compost over the dug area
will not only discourage weeds, but will also fertilise the
ground ready for next spring. Winter rains and frost will break
down the compost into a finer layer and let the nutrients soak
into the soil.
If you enjoy broad beans, there is a variety called Aquadulce
which can be sown directly into the soil from October
onwards. A very hardy variety, Aquadulce will produce shoots
during the winter and by March will soon start to grow into
recognisable plants which will provide an early harvest. This
variety is also blackfly resistant which is always good news.
Even with a hard frost, plants soon recover.
I have come across many people who have had tomato blight
this year. If this is your experience, and they have been grown
in a greenhouse, it’s a good idea to thoroughly clean the glass
and frames, inside and out, using soapy water then a solution
of Jeyes fluid.
If you don’t have a compost heap, this is a good time of year
to start one. You can dispose of all your vegetable peelings,
grass cuttings and dead crop-bearing stems such as runners,
but don’t put waste food in as this discourages the breaking
down process of the vegetation and encourages vermin. Also,
avoid composting weeds as these leave seeds behind ready
to grow in your compost next year. Far better to keep weeds
separate and book a slot down at the tip. If you have access
to secondhand timber, such as palettes, you can make a
simple wooden frame too contain the compost. You can of
course buy plastic dustbin shaped composters but I find these
difficult to empty. Part of the compost-making process is to
turn the vegetation regularly, so a second frame is always
useful.
We are starting to receive next year’s gardening catalogues,
so this is a good time to review your successes and failures
and think about planning for next year. This year, I took on too
much and consequently some of our crops didn’t flourish
because of lack of growing space. So go for quality rather
than quantity.
Enjoy pottering in these Autumn days!
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Basic GardeningTips
By Michael Gooch
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AND ANOTHER THING ……..
by Russell Tillson

We are now well into the new academic year and most
schools have finally returned to something approaching
normality. I spent most of my life in teaching, though only
ever in the private sector. Terms were shorter, though
weekend and boarding house duties made them seem
longer. Teachers (or schoolmasters, as we were called)
largely had a free hand, with only lip service paid to the
mollycoddling preoccupations of the present day. Computers
had made their appearance, though most lessons were of
the traditional ‘chalk and talk’ variety. Unlike many of my
colleagues, I adored writing end-of-term reports – each was
handwritten, covering two sides, and taking on average half
an hour to compile. The same was true of Parents’ Evenings
– scheduled to finish at ten, the length of my queues (and
the ensuing conversations) meant that my evening was
seldom over before midnight. I recall advising the parents of
one particularly idle young man that the best thing they could
do in the critical Easter holidays was to cancel his skiing trip
and supervise his daily work programme. They did just that,
and he recovered to achieve exemplary A level grades.

As a school, both parents and teachers focused heavily
upon exam results, though not at the expense of an
impressive collection of extra-curricular activities, with sport,
drama and music particularly prominent. Oxford and
Cambridge aspirants were accorded special privileges,
which included evening tutorials in masters’ homes. If the
number of Oxbridge successes fell below twenty, it was
regarded as a bad year, and the inevitable autopsies took
place. I would go to the Common Room (our name for the
staff room) around six each morning where I would mark
essays and prepare lessons for a couple of hours. I always
returned written work the lesson after the one where it was
handed in, which meant I could maintain the policy of not
accepting late submissions, unless the boy in question had
been unwell. It was good discipline for me and for them, and
it contributed to excellent end-of-year results in Economics
and Politics. For some years, in my capacity as Head of
Sixth Form, I would take advantage of special dispensation
to travel to Oxford to collect the school’s results in all
subjects a day early. Heads of Department could then study
them carefully during the evening to prepare themselves for
the inevitable pandemonium that would break out the
following day. For about a week I would find myself
comforting distraught parents, commissioning re-marks and
pleading with universities to accept candidates who had
fallen short of their offers. So much for the summer holidays!

Outside the classroom, for twenty years I was associated
with the boarding house with the grandest name and
gardens, Ferox Hall. This involved duty nights there (two or
three each week), supporting the House on the games field,
and arranging a variety of events. These included the annual
House Supper prior to Christmas (a feast in the House, with
accompanying entertainment provided by the boys), regular
soirees (to which parents were invited), charity events,
summer barbecues in the garden, dances with girls’ schools,
and wine tastings for sixth formers and parents. I directed all
the House Plays (always farces, and always adapted for
local taste) and of course confiscated my fair share of
cigarettes and beer bottles. It was common in those times for
House Tutors to marry the House Matron, though I never did.
And it was in Ferox Hall that I perfected two techniques
when dealing with boys. First, where there was deep
suspicion that the boy was up to something, but no actual
evidence, I would try the line ‘Are you going to tell me or am
I going to tell you?’ It didn’t always work, but often it did
produce the required confession. The second was the
lecture, always delivered with a pained expression (though
often tongue in cheek), which explained that the poor boy
should feel deeply ashamed as in turn he had let down
himself, his friends, his parents, his House, his House
Master and his school. The speech fell short of accusing him
of letting down his country.

Then there were the various trips. I recall one to the old
Soviet Union where I exchanged money at a remarkably
favourable rate in a public park only later to discover the
notes I had been given had ceased to be legal tender many
years before. On the way back from Moscow (on Air Japan
as Aeroflot was cancelled) I was sitting with the Senior
Chaplain, both enjoying our caviar and hot towels, when he
was asked why our boys were so well behaved. I think you’ll
find it’s called religion he assured the questioner. I was one
of a team of masters who took all the Lower Sixth (Year 12)
for several days to Coventry each year to learn about multi-
faith inner cities, while every Easter holiday would see me
accompanying about half the Upper Sixth (Year 13) to North
Cornwall where we took over a hotel and focused on revision
for A level for a week, while enjoying some spectacular
afternoon walks and swims. Our week usually coincided with
the Grand National, where I acted as bookmaker. My
speciality bet was to offer odds of ten to one to anyone who
could name five horses to complete the course. Nobody ever
won. That is, until the year where all the favoured horses got
home unscathed, when everyone won, and I found myself
going to the nearest bank in Padstow to draw out my life
savings. Then there were the Oxbridge trips in the October
half term to Lindisfarne and to Greece and the annual
Politics trip to Washington DC where over a fortnight, we
visited countless political organisations, and even found time
for white water rafting in Pennsylvania or fun in New York at
the end of it all.

If the boys, their parents and you are all on the same side
then not much is likely to go wrong and most problems will
be resolved. Sometimes a little conspiracy could go a long
way. I recall the visit of a particularly self-important Inspector
who had very strong ideas about classroom teaching, which
incorporated just about every trendy technique known to
man and probably more besides. When he visited my lesson
it was a particularly cold day, and so we had arranged to
have all the windows open. The lesson was deliberately
focused upon one of the most rarefied (and tedious) aspects
of American government – the procedures for reconciliation
of bills passed in the Senate and the House. We had
rehearsed the details the previous day. The poor, shivering
inspector did not know what had hit him – none of the
vocabulary made any sense, still less the highly technical
class discussion. At periodic intervals I asked him if he would
like to contribute. Eventually he fled and we never saw him
again.

Looking back at a long career, I remember only highlights,
and most of them seem bizarre. Playing the Narrator in a
performance of Peter and the Wolf and appearing in several
less than serious Common Room plays. Chairing the
equivalent of BBC Question Time and watching in
amazement as the extreme socialist MP, Dave Nellist, lit up
a cigarette and set fire to all the paper on the table.
Persuading Vera Lynn to sing We’ll Meet Again in front of a
packed hall of 700. Enjoying my alcoholic Sunday lunches
with the Senior Chaplain (who could fill a glass of whisky,
promptly go to sleep and not spill a drop) and being woken
up by a call from his deputy who was explaining that he was
due in Chapel to conduct the Evensong service in ten
minutes time. Being in the Headmaster’s office on the first
day of term when a Nigerian gentleman, accompanied by
three boys he identified as his sons, dealt with the
information that the school was full by opening up a suitcase
and paying for two years of Sixth Form education for all
three of them in cash.

On the final day of each academic year, I would say my
goodbyes to the leavers and would be presented by parents
with enough cases of wine and the like to keep me going for
a whole year. On my own final day, I cried my way in Chapel
through the lovely School Hymn with the rest of them. Two
decades on, I cannot imagine I could have had quite so
much fun today. I adored teaching and the school. And to
this day well over a hundred of my former charges keep in
touch every Christmas.



School Styles Over The
Years

By Jan Holben

The children and young people are back to school – uniforms are
bought and the youngsters are looking smart in their first day selfies.
Parents are now heaving a sigh of relief as they wave ‘bye’ to their
youngster as they go out the door, or standing at the school gates
with tears in their eyes as they watch their tiny ones run along inside.

School uniforms cost the earth – and many parents struggle to find
the wherewithal to pay for the complete uniform, nothing changes
there – it was exactly the same situation way back in the 19??’s (you
will have to guess) when my parents couldn’t afford the whole
uniform – very few parents could in those days. I recall my best
friend Carole was probably the only girl in our class with the entire
summer and winter uniform, sports kit too, and that was because her
parents got vouchers to buy it. However, going to a girls
comprehensive as I did, I do not recall the school having a problem
with the length of my hair, although it did have a problem with the
length and colour of my socks...but that’s another matter.

Parents for boys attending Harvey Grammar School and Turner
School in Folkestone – have been advised that their young lads need
to have their hair cut into a ‘proper style’, because their hair is
allegedly ‘long and messy’. Harvey Grammar school guidelines say:
Hair should be cut in a neat style with no layering, braiding, stepping
or cutting-in of designs. It should be of a reasonable length, kept
clean and not dyed. The school’s decision on the acceptability of a
hairstyle is final and any pupil not conforming to these requirements
is likely to be sent homeÓ - some parents think that these guidelines
are a little vague – after all what is a ‘reasonable length’ nowadays?

Some parents, posting on social media who have boys at these
schools, were surprised at this – admitting that their sons were pretty
scruffy in general with untucked shirts and fairly long hair. Some
thought that a ruling about hair length in these days was pretty
archaic and as one parent put it very eloquently: Hair length doesn’t
have any bearing or influence on intelligence or ability and surely
schools should be encouraging a culture of acceptance towards
individuality and diversity.

A sensible suggestion was put forward by one parent – that boys and
girls alike, if their hair is below should length, should have to tie their
hair back, and to do otherwise amounts to discrimination. Many
parents thought that imposing a particular hair length for their boys
was a deal breaker and they felt so strongly about it they were
prepared to take their son out of school on this issue.

The Department of Education and Skills (DfES) in its ‘DCSF
guidance to schools on school uniform and related policies’ doc says:

health and safety: the school has a right to expect that long hair can
be safely tied back for work in the science laboratory, or technology
workshops.
teaching and learning: if a pupil’s face is obscured for any reason,
the teacher may not be able to judge their engagement with learning,
and to secure their participation in discussions and practical activities
The document also says: There is no legislation that deals
specifically with school uniform or other aspects of appearance such
as hair colour and style, and the wearing of jewellery and make-up,
and this is non-statutory guidance.

Importantly it notes: It is for the governing body of a school to decide
whether there should be a school uniform and other rules relating to
appearance, and if so what they should be.New Romney Sea

Cadets T.S. Veteran
Open Day

Sunday 26th September 2021
1100 hrs till 1600 hrs

Come and see our unit in action, we
have opportunities for new cadets
aged 10-18 the best possible head

start in life through nautical adventure
and fun. We also have great

opportunities for volunteer staff.
Cadets can learn new skills and

improve skills they already have like
confidence, leadership, first aid,

boating (sailing, rowing, and paddle
sport) and STEM (science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics)
New Romney Sea Cadet Unit,

Greatstone Car Park
Opposite Spar

Last chance to get your
Looker party Tickets

With just a few days to go until we resume our party nights
at St Marys Bay Village hall.

The Tickets are available directly from the Looker and can
be picked up and paid for on the night by calling 01797
364837 or you can buy them in advance from

“The Premier Stores and Newsagents”
in New Romney High Street or

Beachside Stores
(opposite the hall) in Jefferstone Lane.

This is an American supper style event, where you bring
your own food and drink

Due to restrictions on numbers we can only have 150
people in the hall. But we are sure to have a really great
night. Doors open from 6.45 so you can claim your table
and set up your food and drink.

This time we will be holding a Raffle for the Romney
Marsh Litter pickers and also the Romney Marsh
Community Hub.

The next event is already being planned (hopefully for
October 30th and promises to be something different but
still just as much fun.

We urge you to buy your tickets as early as you can for
both events as we will not be able to sell them on the
night.
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RomneyMarsh Flower Arrangers
We had a welcome return demonstration from Patricia Ellis, entitled Friendship
and Flowers.
She entertained with funny anecdotes of how she started flower arranging,
progressing through the years to arranging flowers for the Queen at Southwark
Cathedral.

Patricia talked about country style arrangements that are in fashion especially for
weddings, choosing some English - grown flowers for her beautiful
arrangements. Her motto is flowers give you sunshine, food and medicine for the
soul.
Our next meeting is really special with a National demonstrator, David Thomson
on Wednesday 13th October 2.00pm for 2.30pm at St Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
with refreshments available.
Visitors welcome for more information, contact Gill on, 01797 367258 or Carol
01797 363662.Look forward to seeing you.

Death of a local
engineer and steam
enthusiast
Tony Crowhurst, a local Hythe resident, sadly died last
month at the age of 74. He was born in Dulwich in 1947
and spent his early years in London. His Grandfather was
an engineer who went on a two-year contract to South
Africa in 1904 and his excellent salary enabled the family
to purchase their house outright. From an early age, Tony
was allowed to use his late Grandfather’s tools and this
obviously enhanced his interest in engineering.
His father was employed by ‘Anglo-American’, later
‘Charter Consolidated’, not as an engineer but as their
travel expert. This probably accounts for Tony’s interest in
South Africa and his travels to that part of the world. As a
child, he was interested in all things mechanical, especially
railways, as the old Crystal Palace high level line and the
Catford Loop line ran close to his house. He was often
told off by his parents for standing for hours on cold lino at
the bedroom window in the early morning watching the
‘hook chuck man’, as he called him, coupling wagons to
the locos shunting in the coal yard.
After leaving school, Tony served a five-year
apprenticeship with the then ‘War Office’ at the Royal
Ordnance Factory at Woolwich. Woolwich Arsenal
fascinated Tony as it had its own railway, both standard
gauge and narrow gauge. No steam was used then
although two locos were there, but diesels shunted the
factory. The factory was an immense place and had its
own hospital, power station and fire brigade and every type
of engineering was carried out there. So if you wanted to
see small tool-making or heavy naval guns being
machined, Woolwich was the place to go. He learned his
skills as an engineer there and finished his time as the top
apprentice of his year.
The Arsenal was an historic place, part of it dating back to
the 1600s. The two buildings down at the waterfront were
used to house prisoners before they were transported to
Australia. Opposite the Arsenal in Plumstead Road was
the ‘Matchless’ motor-cycle works and often Tony would
see the new British bikes being delivered. Some of Tony’s
training was carried out at Garland Road, Plumstead and
his instructor was very keen on motorbikes.
Tony’s family had a property at St. Mary’s Bay and had
taken holidays there for many years and in 1968, Tony
moved to Hythe. It was natural that the RH&DR should
play a part as Tony had spent some time at New Romney
previously as a volunteer and was well acquainted with the
line. Having no immediate job and just finished his

apprenticeship, He joined the railway as a stop gap, which
lasted some 17 years.
On his first day at Hythe station as ticket collector,
‘Hercules’ run through the buffers, and he remembered
telling the local paper 'that it seemed a funny way to run a
railway'! In those days, the RH&DR was in a very poor
way and lacked funds, so it was a case of make do and
mend. Slowly things improved and during the early 1970s,
he was able to set up a new machine shop with quite
modern tools. This enabled most work to be carried out ‘in
house’ including overhauls, the first time for many years.
Whilst working for the RH&DR, Tony started building a 4½"
scale ’Simplicity’ Road Roller. It took ten years to complete
and went to the Swiss Transport Museum in Luzerne for
six months and was in steam for their open day.
With the arrival of ‘Black Prince’ at the RH&DR, Tony left
the traffic side and was appointed as Chief Engineer until
he was made redundant in the 1980s and so he decided to
work for himself at his Hythe workshop in the old engine
shed at the station. This proved successful and he carried
on his business of light engineering for many years. He
produced all manner of engineering equipment and his
work ranged from a two foot gauge turntable designed for
25 ton locos to I.C. hydraulic locos for 7¼" and 10¼"
gauges.
He was once contacted by the Channel Tunnel contractors
and asked if he could overhaul a boring machine? He had
to decline the £1.5 million contract as the smallest item
weighed 50 tons and was 20 metres long! The chap on
the phone had quite a laugh when he heard of the size of
Tony’s workshop but he did eventually do smaller jobs for
them.
Over the past few years he slowly succumbed to his illness
but he still continued to work for as long as he could and it
was only last year that he gave up the workshop at Hythe.

SOUTHLAND'S ALMS TRUST EDUCATION GRANTS
Do you live within the Parish boundaries of New Romney?

Is your child going on to Continued Education ie college, university, apprenticeship?
Then why not apply for a Southland's Alms Trust Education Grant.

Application forms from:-

Mrs. U. Wooding,
Clerk to the Southland's Alms Trust,

c/o The Town Hall,
High Street,
New Romney,
TN28 8BT

Leas CliffHall,Folkestone, CT202DZ
Sat 2nd&Sun3rd October 2021, 10am-5pm

MODELRAILWAYMODELRAILWAYMODELRAILWAYEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION
Folkestone Model RailwayClubFolkestone Model RailwayClub

ADULT(16+): £7
CHILD(5-15): £3 FAMILY:£17

New entryarrangements,please see website
formore information:www.folkestone-mrc.com

The Looker
to exhibit at
Railway
Show
Come and visit The Lookers
very own model railway, when
we exhibit it at the Folkestone
Model Railway Clubs Model
Exhibition at the Leas Cliff
Hall on Saturday 2nd and
Sunday the 3rd of October.

For those that do not know,
the editor is somewhat of a
model railway enthusiast and
as well as running the Sweet
Memories Sweet Shop in
Hythe also runs the Kent
Model Exchange, where he is
often found ‘Playing Trains’
leaving others to do all the
other work no doubt!

The model railway is just
having its final tweaks before
it joins a further 20 model
railway layouts along with
many other trade stands at
this popular event.

The exhibition will feature all
kinds of model railways from
tiny little ‘Z’ gauge, the ever
popular ‘N’ and ‘00’ gauges
right up to the larger 5” gauge
live steam models.

Suitable for all ages and ideal
for both the hardened
enthusiast or someone one
with just a passing interest, or
maybe someone who is
considering getting into model
railways.

Then The Leas Cliff Hall is for
you.
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Churches are gradually getting back to normal, as a speed that
suits each congregation. So see the leaders of your own church,
regarding any residual actions they need to apply.
Harvest Festival services and suppers are coming up in future
weeks, so do keep an eye on your own church notices.
Finances. Most Marsh churches are way behind with their
“parish share” the money each is expected to pay towards the
Diocese to maintain the ministry. The diocese itself is deeply in
debt, after the pandemic. But the archdeacons have allocated
monies from the “Lowest Income Communities Funding” to pay
this off for 2020, to everyone’s relief.
Food Bank.These are continuing as before, but with a delivery
only service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family
(and it applies to single people and couples, not just people with
children) RING Citizens Advice Bureau, on free phone 080
2082138 to explain your problem and obtain a voucher. The food
will be delivered to your home. You can have 3 days supply of
dried and tinned food, and help in other ways, if your problems
need to be referred to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris
in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the
food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney, from 5.30pm-7pm
and Fridays in Lydd.
There are collections points in most supermarkets, and churches
the most useful items at present are tinned fruit, washing tablets,
tinned ham, shower jel and custard. They DO NOT need cereals,
pasta, beans or soup.
Brookland, St Augustine. There is a book swap within the
church, and a table of produce and bits and bobs in the church
porch. Do feel free to browse and support the church.
Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.There is a service every
Sunday, at 10am. The harvest service will be on Sunday,
September 26th at 10am. Rev John is also starting a series of
bible studies on the minor prophets in the autumn. Some in
person, and a repeat on zoom. If interested ring John on 01303
980027.
The harvest service is on Sunday, September 26th at 10am and
the joint harvest supper, for Dymchurch, Newchurch and
Burmarsh will be at Newchurch on Saturday, October 16th. More
details later.
Greatstone, St Peters. Service every Sunday, at 10.30am. The
new hall is now opening for community use. If you would like to
book the hall for any reason ring Carole Comber on 01797
367597.The monthly Craft Fairs began on the 4th September.
Hythe, St LeonardsAs the Looker is now distributed in Hythe,
we have been asked to advertise the services.
There is a weekly service at 9.30am, and 6.30pm on Sundays.
Both services are live streamed and can be accessed from the
website www.slhk.org and following the menu. There is an
interregnum (a time without a priest) at the moment, but the post
is being advertised.
St Michael’s Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. There is a
service every Sunday morning at 11am. The Community Coffee
mornings have resumed and are held on the first and third Friday
of each month, from 10am-noon. So the next one will be on
September 17th.

Ivychurch. St George. The table football in the village hall, can
be hired for £2 an hour. The Harvest service will take place on
Sunday, September 26th at 6.30pm.
Lydd, All Saints. The next big social event will be the Christmas
fair on Saturday November 27th.
Regular services now take place each Sunday at 10.30am, and
there is a midweek communion on Thursday mornings at
9.30am. The church warden is now Mike Botton, who can be
contacted on 01797 321615.
Newchurch. St Peter and Paul. Services are now held on the
first and third Sundays of each month at 9am, so the next one
will be on September 19th The Village supper will be on Saturday,
September 25th at 6.30pm in the church, as a fund raiser. The
Parish Harvest Supper for Newchurch, Dymchurch and
Burmarsh will be on Saturday, October 16th at 6.30pm.
New Romney, St Nicholas. Services at 11am each Sunday.
Some morning worship, and some Holy Communion.The church
is recommencing craft fairs on the 3rd Saturday of the month in
October, so the first one will be on Saturday, October, 16th from
10am.
Romney Marsh Community Church. There is a service every
Sunday, now at 10.30am, and the service as it takes place is
recorded, for anyone who would like to view it after the service.
There is no pre-prepared service on YouTube now. The
congregation are delighted to worship normally and have
fellowship after the service albeit still with social distancing in
mind. Singing with masks has begun. Refreshments have been
served, with encouragement not to meet in bunches. Nearly all
of the church congregation feel confident to return to worship.
Discipleship groups are now functioning in homes, and the
Toddler group will be recommencing on Thursday, September
23rd.
October will see the beginning of the routine Sunday Club work
for children, and a manned crèche for small children between 0
and 5, during the morning service. All helpers have been police
checked, and attended courses on safe guarding of children and
vulnerable adults.
St Mary’s Bay, All Saints. There is a service in the church every
Sunday morning at 10.30am.
Social events and fundraising. Wednesday, September
15th10am, coffee morning. Saturday, September 18th, Quiz in
church hall at 7.30am, £3 each, max 6 to a table. Bring own
refreshments. Saturday, September 25th Canterbury City Brass
Band at 7.30pm. Tickets from Pauline on 01797 363175 or pay
on the door.
St Mary in the Marsh. Closed at present, due to building works.
Snargate, St. Dunstans. HC service at 9 a.m., Sunday 26th
September.
Church Chuckle. Once a saint had a peep into heaven and hell.
He saw a similar situation in both. There was delicious feast laid
on, with every wonderful thing you would possibly want to eat.
The only drawback was that it could only be eaten with a 3’
spoon. The people in hell, were wasting away and dying of
starvation, because the spoon was too long to reach their
mouths. The people is heaven were well fed, and happy and
enjoying the feast. They were still bound by the 3’ spoon rule.
How did they manage it? See answer below the wit and wisdom!
Wit and Wisdom It doesn’t rain roses. If you want roses you
have to plant them. George Elliot.
Answer to the riddle of the well fed in heaven. “They fed each
other”
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The development of
Greatstone

Before the 1930s, Greatstone was described as being of
virgin sand and beach with the only access being by
tramping along narrow paths or by the shore. A few years
later in the middle 1930s, it had become an area of many
comfortable homes and concrete roads provided access to
the village. The opening up of this neighbourhood created

a keen demand for houses and bungalows.
Unlike today, one of Greatstone’s most remarkable features
was that it was free of restrictions and it was owned and
developed by Mr. Cyril Andrews who was also a local
estate agent. A Company was formed called ‘Coast &
Country Homes Limited’ with P. & M. Macnamara as its
Directors to further develop the area. The homes that were
to be built would be affordable to most people, attractive in
design and capable of providing every possible facility.
Many would have flat roofs so that sun-bathing could be
enjoyed in privacy and comfort. All would be connected for
electricity and water was also available. The approach
roads from nearby New Romney were tree-lined and its
popularity as a residential area was proved by the number
of distinguished residents in the district.

‘Coast & Country Homes’ opened a new estate office at
Greatstone with full details of the various types of houses
and bungalows that were to be built. Some had already
been built including a café and in due course, it was hoped
to open shops for the convenience of visitors and residents
alike. The properties were marketed as ‘Modern Sunshine
Homes’ with famous stretches of the sands on your
doorstep, wide concrete roads and uninterrupted views of
the English Channel. The homes were constructed with
cavity walls, asphalt roofs and wired for electric light. Every
house had a private sun-bathing roof surrounded by a
parapet. There was ample garage accommodation and the
prices of the houses started at £600. Bungalows were from
£300. Interested parties could visit the show home at
Greatstone that was already furnished.




