
A Brookland couple were
celebrating a landmark
decision, in an ongoing
planning battle with the District
Council to save their house
being bulldozed, due to it not
having planning permission.

A couple whose home was
threatened with demolition
have won a long battle to
remain living in their property,
but the planning committee
decision comes with a catch. If
the couple leave the Property
or when they pass away, the
property must be demolished.

Alan and Norma Tompkins had
been ordered to tear down
Brattle Lodge on Kennards
Lane in Brookland, Romney
Marsh, after the house was
built without planning
permission.

Folkestone and Hythe District
Council (FHDC) issued an
enforcement notice against the
couple instructing the site be
cleared and the former
agricultural land be re-sown
with grass, although the couple
had originally had planning
permission to build a smaller

single story building, with
confusion over a like for like
application, which the couples
agent argued, this was
replacing
The application and
subsequent appeal had both
been lost and which meant that
Mr and Mrs Tompkins appeal
failed and the local authority's
order for demolition, would
normally be put into motion
through the councils own
enforcement team.

During the meeting, members
of the committee heard
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Napier
Barracks to
be used as a
migrant
camp for
another five
years
Although there has been no
local consultation whatever,
the government have
produced a White Paper
allowing the former army
base to be used as a holding
centre for five years. Not one
of the Town, District and
County councils has been
consulted and this has left
local people very angry, as

House will not be destroyed
as couple win the right to stay



they object to the Centre being forced
upon them. Last week a woman was
reported to be taking legal action
against the Home Office following the
announcement of plans to keep
Napier Barracks open.

The army barracks in Folkestone was
converted last September into
accommodation for single, adult men
seeking asylum in the UK, with more
than 400 people living there at one
point. It was originally and
misleadingly reported to be a
‘temporary site’ but the first residents
knew about it was when local people
saw workmen making repairs to the
barracks for the new arrivals. The
Home Office had claimed the
arrangement was temporary - 12
months in total - but it has now
announced plans to keep it open for
another five years, despite repeated
calls for its closure.

The latest twist came as news that a
female volunteer at the site has
instructed solicitors to challenge the
Home Office's decision, which was
made possible under a Special
Development Order. Daniel Carey,
partner at Deighton Pierce Glynn,
confirmed: "We are instructed by a
local Folkestone resident and
volunteer at Napier Barracks to
challenge the Home Office’s decision
to grant itself planning permission to
continue using Napier Barracks as
asylum housing until September
2026.’’

In a press statement the solicitors
explained that "As a Napier volunteer
she is very concerned about the
conditions at the camp, which
continue to be very poor, about the
isolating effect of the camp on the
residents, and at the numbers of
vulnerable people who are housed
there. Despite Home Office
assurances that it would screen out
trafficking victims and mentally
vulnerable people this continues to
occur regularly. But as a local person
she is also concerned about the way
local democracy has been bypassed
by the Home Office’s actions, with
previous promises that the use would
be temporary broken."

The complainant, who has chosen to
remain anonymous, has already sent
a pre-action letter to the Home Office
in which she sets out why the granting
of planning permission is unlawful. In
summary, it claims that this is the
case because there was no
environmental impact survey
conducted and no consultation
exercise. The decision is seen to
conflict with the existing emergency
provision, which required full planning
permission to be applied for and
authorised for continuing use.
Mr Carey added: "If the case
succeeds then the planning
permission would be quashed and the
Home Office would have to recognise

that the use of
the site has to
cease."

A crowd-funding
campaign has
been set up to
help raise the
initial £5,000 to
cover legal
costs. The
fundraising
appeal reads:
"The Home
Secretary has
just decided,
without consultation, to continue using
Napier Barracks as asylum
accommodation until 2025. Planning
permission was due to expire on
September 21 2021. That should have
been the end of the use of these
ageing barracks as divisive and
demeaning accommodation for
asylum seekers. But Priti Patel has
just granted herself her own planning
permission to reverse all that. The
many problems at Napier Barracks
are well documented. The High Court
also recently found that the operation
of the barracks was unlawful. But, on
top of all this, Priti Patel has just
overridden planning law by trying to
grant herself her own planning
permission. The barracks should
therefore close, and people seeking
sanctuary should be accommodated
in safe, community-based
accommodation with free access to
help and support. Local people should
be involved in this process, and not
ignored!”

Napier Barracks has been rife with
issues since it opened 12 months ago.
These include protests - from people
who line up on both sides of the
migrant debate -, arrests, a fire and
Covid-19 outbreaks. Charities, MPs,
members of the church, councillors,
immediate neighbours and the
residents of the barracks themselves
have all called for the site to be closed

down. Inspections carried out at the
barracks described the living
conditions as "inadequate" and
"impoverished". There have also been
reports of asylum seekers becoming
depressed, suicidal and self harming.
Last week, a group of MPs and peers
hit out at the Home Office's plan to
use the barracks beyond the initial
September expiry date. The All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
Immigration Detention, which has
been carrying out an inquiry into the
use of military barracks to house
asylum seekers, published an interim
report which highlighted the “alarming”
conditions reported by those who
have lived in the buildings as well as
concerns from the charity and other
aid workers who support them. The
findings said witnesses reported
“unsanitary, crowded, prison-like”
conditions and raised a variety of
concerns about the welfare of those
having to live there in such conditions,
as well as the quality of the support
available to them.
Some weeks ago, Priti Patel assured
both the local Member of Parliament,
Damian Collins, and the Leader of
Folkestone and Hythe District Council,
David Monk, that the barracks would
be closed from September. Let us
know what YOU think of the Home
Secretary’s recent U-turn that would
result in keeping the barracks open for
another five years.
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representation from the couple agent
along with one on behalf of the Parish
Council, which went on to describe,
how the local couple were valued
members of the community and had
gone over and above to ensure that the
building was of the highest standards. A
neighbour also made an impassion
plea supporting the couple stating that
the couple had been using the property
to help re home unwanted animals.
Reaching a conclusion in support of the
district council, planning inspector
Hilary Orr found the house is "not in a
suitable location for new residential
development and has caused
significant harm to the character and
appearance of the area".

Addressing the committee on behalf of
Mr and Mrs Tompkins, agent Caroline
Wilberforce urged councillors to grant
approval subject to an order, if
necessary, that the property only be
occupied by the current residents. She
said: "Brattle Lodge is small and
unobtrusive, it sits very comfortably on
the site and within the wider
landscape."
It was argued by the applicants that the
house matched the dimensions of a
two-storey hay barn which previously
stood on the site before being damaged
by high winds in 2013.
However, committee officers presented
evidence from Google Street View

which showed a smaller one-storey
agricultural building on the land in
2009.

Cllr David Wimble spoke in support of
letting the couple remain living in the
house and delaying the enforcement of
the order for demolition until they are
no longer residing there., Proposing
that the retrospective permission be
turned down, but a lifetime delay on the
enforcement should be put in place.
He said: "We are not giving the green
light for other people to do the same
thing, we are treating this as a one-off
and making it clear that should
members be minded to go with my
proposal that this is for the lifetime of

the current occupancy." He went on to
say “the couple obviously have not
done this to make financial gain and

that the fact that it was their only home,
would have only added addition burden
on the council, if they enforced the
action.

Cllr Clive Goddard, also asked
members to vote on the proposal to
refuse permission but delay
enforcement, acknowledged this was
"one of the most difficult cases" he had
known to come before the committee.

Councillors voted in favour of refusing
the application but allowing the
enforcement notice to come into effect
only once Mr and Mrs Tompkins no
longer live at Brattle Lodge.

Independent Cllr David Wimble

Cllr Clive Goddard with Russell Tillson
‘One of the hardest decisions the

councillor has had to make



01303 232575 01797 363399
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LISTEN TO

SHORELINE FM

broadcasting
across the

district
100.2 FM

- 24 hours a day
It's easy listening all the
way and includes great

specialist music like:

9 a.m. - Our Coffee Shop
Morning

12 noon - Sweet Delights

2 p.m. & 8 p.m. - Easy
Listening

4 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Classic
Country

4.30 p.m. - Rock 'N' Roll

5 p.m. - Drive-time

6 p.m. - Soul & Motown

7 p.m. - Country

10 p.m. - Dreamland

Well, a last dash of sunshine certainly brought out the people to
our coast. You may have seen me being interviewed this week
on both Sky News and the BBC about the ongoing migrant
situation. I think that there is now certainly an amount of apathy
within the district. Local people walking their dogs along the
beach see a large dingy float ashore and a large group of
migrants, normally just waiting for the Border Force and the
police to come along and pick them up. Five years ago, this
would be front page news, but now it might make a few inches
on page 9 under the ‘in other news’ category.
When you are writing a newspaper, it is quite hard to come up
with copy that is original and when the migrant story runs from
one issue to another, at times you have a strange sense of déjà
vu. But the thing that most locals have asked is what is actually
being done to stop this? Priti Patel has now ventured down to
Dover for a shaking of hands and a few photos, but nothing has
been done.
My worry is that when the weather gets rougher and they are in
a boat that then capsizes and bodies are being washed up on
the shore… who takes the blame?
Also, this week you will see we had another party night at St
Mary’s Bay Village Hall. Although, we had to restrict numbers
everyone who attended had a great night listening to and
dancing to Maddy Hart and our oldies disco. The good news is
the next one is already planned and tickets will be on sale from
the usual places.
I am once again opening up The Looker for people to write in
with their own opinions and views and we have always printed
comment and articles by all parties. The Labour Party are
always good at sending bits in, The Liberal Party have done the

same. The only party that distances itself from us is ‘those nice
Green People’? What have they got to hide that they do not
want to share with thousands of our readers?
You may realise that doing what I do, requires a very thick skin! I
sometimes get abusive letters and one Green party member
from Hythe have even taken to going around on a Wednesday
morning and scooping up the lookers in Sainsburys and places
like the Lazy Shack on Hythe beach. I do hope they are
recycling them? (we have seen the video CCTV and we will
happily name and shame you if you do it again!)
The Looker has a very real cost to producing it. Without the
money from our sponsors and advertisers, we could not do this
every two weeks. So just think about that. They are depriving
you of the ‘real news of the district’ and also dumping the
copies!
But more importantly, what is in the Looker that they do not want
you to read??? Luckily, we have had added some copies to our
circulation, so most of the people came into our shop to pick up
the copies that they could not get.

Finally, whilst talking of things Green, Douglas Wade took it
upon himself to ask the question about The Looker receiving a
£5,000 Covid grant from the Government grant scheme. Well
thank you Douglas! You forgot to mention, that unlike most other
businesses that took £20,000 in the first tranche of grants,
followed by two further grants for an additional £5,000 (and
more in some cases) we only took what we actually needed. As
a responsible, community lead business none of the contributors
take any wages. We pay tax on income, pay VAT and have real
expenses of printing the magazine and delivering it to over 160
drop off points every two weeks.
We do it because, over 11 years, thousands of people like what
we do. Maybe if we were like some of your Green Party Donors,
we would have taken the £25,000 plus and paid for our 4.7 litre
range rovers running costs, that one district councillor from
within the Green party loves to drive around in. Perhaps the
saying about people in ‘Green Houses’ should not throw stones!
David and the gang.

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 284

AnyTek-WorkSma+erNotHarder

Your local IT Home & Business Service
Are you paying too much for your IT Suppo8?

Providingexcellentcustomer
serviceforthepast12years

Mac,PC,Networking,Security,
ServersandanythingTech…

Wecanhelp.

FrustratedwithITissues?
LetAnyTektakethestress
outofallyourtechworries

07745 178665
www.anytek.co.uk

Mindlessmorons cause
fear to Romney residents
on a vandalism spree
Beans, eggs and sausages have been thrown at
homes and cars in New Romney during a bizarre
vandalism spree, which has put fear into local
residents.

Two pensioners have been left shaken and scared
after the contents of a 40p tin of Aldi beans were
thrown at their front door, last week.

Their house in Joseph's Way, New Romney, was one
of a number of homes – and vehicles – left covered in
baked beans, sausages and eggs following the
bizarre spate of vandalism.

Sheila Mclachlan – who is one of Britain's first woman
priests – was at home with her mum Guelda
Sammers when she saw a light shining at the door
before hearing a thud and voices.
A number of local residents offered to help clear up
the mess after the late night attack

Ms Mclachlan, who retired as a vicar in Ashford in
2015, said: "I opened the door and thought it was
blood at first. But then realised it was beans,
sausages and tomato juice.

Following the attack on Sunday night, the mother and
daughter called the police. But despite the fact that
the two ladies felt very vulnerable and frightened, the
police did not attend and Mrs Mclachlan, told The
Looker : “I was disappointed with the police as my
report had been downgraded to a visit from a PCSO
in the coming days.

She joked that she would have not waited up until the
early hours, if I had know that, as I need all the
beauty sleep I can get!”
At the time of writing the former priest, still had not
had a visit from the police.

As well as the attack on Ms Mclachlan’s door, the
next morning they discovered more homes and
vehicles had been targeted.

"We initially thought we were the target but we're not
sure now as so many houses were hit. My first
thought was it was to do with me as a town councillor,
but I don't think so now."

But the incident has left Ms Mclachlan and her mum
feeling shaken: "It's unnerving," she said.

"It makes you
think will it
happen again.
We're both
pensioners,
we're both
disabled. It is
scary.

"We're still
shaken today.

Ms Mclachlan,
who moved to
Romney Marsh
six years ago
and is also a
town councillor
for New
Romney Town
Council, said:
"It was only the
next morning
we realised the
extent of it.

"Three houses
have been
egged, we've
been beaned,
a car was
beaned and there's another house which was either
beaned or egged.

Although some people have just put the incident
down as teenage pranks, the effect on people
especially the elderly can be massive said one of the
posts on social media.

As well as beans on car paint can be very corrosive
and result in an expensive re spray.Health Hub gets

one step closer
A £16 million state-of-the-art health centre
serving 30,000 patients could be set up in the
former Debenhams in Folkestone.

Last week, Folkestone and Hythe District
Cabinet members agreed the principle in
which a New Medical Health Hub could soon
be opened in the Council owned Folca
Building (formally Debenhams) The new
centre would provide a primary care facility,
diagnostic centre with MRI and X-Ray suites,
laboratory facilities and training opportunities.
It would be in the Victorian side of the ex-
department store, which sits on the corner of
Bouverie Place and Sandgate Road.
A report on the project reveals that existing
GP practices at Manor Road and Guildhall
Street are proposing to come together to

form the large health centre, with the two
surgeries forming Premier Primarycare Ltd.
Under the new partnership, they could be
granted a 150-year leasehold sale for the
site, which will generate a ground rent for
owner Folkestone and Hythe District Council
(FHDC).

The authority bought the former Debenhams
store in 2020 for just over £2m, months after
the chain exited the high street, and it has
been used as a Covid-19 vaccination centre
since January this year.

Literature on the project states that the new
health centre will "achieve the council’s
strategic objectives" by "repurposing a
council asset, diversifying the range of uses
in the town centre, generating additional
footfall and attracting private investment".
It adds that the goals for Folca include "a new
health centre which will bring modern, state-
of-the-art facilities" to the town. The health
centre, which will cost an estimated £16m, is

being called phase one of the redevelopment
plans for Folca.
Phase two will consist of the art deco side of
the building, which faces Sandgate Road,
with plans to progress this separately.

The report reads: "There is potential to
include health-related services for example a
pharmacy in the phase two project and this
would be part of a separate commercial
proposition."

A time frame for the project shows that
planning permission will be sought next
summer, and if all goes ahead, construction
could start at the end of 2022 and completed
by autumn-winter 2024.

FHDC has previously revealed plans to move
its council offices into Folca, to provide a
council access point for services within the
town centre,other proposals for the building
have included a new cinema, office space
and an indoor market space.



Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.co.uk
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LOOKER PARTY NIGHT
Thank You to everyone who came and had a fantastic time at our

Covid may have
put paid to most
community events
this year, but Light
Up New Romney
is back! New
Romney’s very
own Community
Lantern Parade
and Late Night
Shopping will be
making a very
welcome return on
Friday 10th December. And the organising team need YOU,
the community to be part of it!

This year’s event promises to be the biggest yet and the
team have some exciting surprises up their sleeves to make
it an evening to remember. New Romney traders will be
staying open late and offering a host of activities and festive
promotions. Father Christmas will also be in attendance, as
well as another well-known character and, for the first time
ever, a Christmas market will be taking place in the
Assembly Rooms to give local entrepreneurs a chance to
sell seasonal crafts.

So, how can you get involved? Two free drop-in lantern
making workshops will be held for the public at the Old
School in New Romney on Saturday 20th November and
Sunday 28th November from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm. In
addition, the team are once again working in partnership
with The Shed community arts group from Hythe to run two
feature lantern making workshops for community groups in
New Romney. If your group would like to be involved in

this, please contact us via
our Facebook page:
lightupnewromney and we
will give you the details.
However, due to the
popularity of the feature
lantern making workshops,
places are limited and will
be allocated on a first
come, first served basis.

The parade promises to be
the most spectacular yet
and will take place at 6.30
pm from Tritton Lane,
finishing at St Nicholas
Church for carol singing.
As well as a carnival of
lanterns in the parade, there
will also be performances
from Old School Samba,
Romney Marsh Morris and Emma-Lou’s Dance Troupe.

If you’d like to get involved and lend a hand with Light Up
New Romney, then please get in touch via our Facebook
page or at caroline.wire@btinternet.com. We would love
some extra pairs of hands at our lantern making workshops
and people to help out on the night with marshalling the
parade.

Contact: Caroline Wire
Light Up New Romney Organising Team
Tel: 01797 363981
Email: caroline.wire@btinternet.com

GET YOUR LANTERNS AT THE READY!
LIGHT UP NEWROMNEY IS BACK!



first aid covering safety and are Covid safe with cleanliness.

All photographers attend extensive course for safe posing
and handing at their training centre and HQ in Ipswich.

Many customers who travel to Sandgate studio travel from
as far as London, Surrey, Sussex and Essex for the
amazing experience, which is extremely relaxing with low
lighting, Spa Music and light lunches and refreshments
including fresh ground coffee and not forgetting extremely
friendly staff!

Our packages include 36 week maternity (bump shoots) 4
hour Newborn shoots for babies up to 4 weeks old which
allows time for feeding. Little Sitter 6 Month old shoots and
finally the messy Cake Smash and Splash in Bath shoots!

We have fully stocked changing stations for babies which
has everything from nappies to milk, additionally we have a
large variety of exclusive props, swaddles, outfits etc to

enhance final images plus an editing department.

LOOKER EXCLUSIVE
OFFER

We are offering local mums-to-be an exclusive 50
pounds off the £199.00 package with The Looker.
This includes a Bump, Newborn Art Shoot, 6 Month
Little Sitters Shoot, plus a Cake Smash & Splash

Shoot at our Sandgate studio.
(A complimentary 7x5” print is included with each

shoot.)
To take advantage of this offer please call 01303
226400 or email us at kent@babyart.studio

Please quote LOOKER 50 to receive the discount.
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Local Photographic
Company scoops
national award
A local business is celibrating a number of awards that for
its business.

The business is started in Sandgate and started specialising
in maternity & newborn baby art and is growing to be a
multi venue business across the country.

The Looker
found out a bit
more about the
business.

The
photographers in
Sandgate High
Street have just
won four
European AFNS
awards for their
creative
photography.

The images
were taken by
Joe Bartlett who
is their full time
photographer and has joined Baby Art Studios Kent at the
beginning of April this year after lockdown, ‘and is making
great progress within the company along side their studio
manager Alison who creating beautiful montages to
enhance presentations to customers’ says Kent business
owner David Hebditch and a director of Baby Art Studios Ltd

Baby Art Studios Ltd now proudly has 10 franchise studios
across the UK with locations in Dundee, Newport,
Wolverhampton, Coventry, Ipswich, Aylesbury, Manchester,
Ipswich, Sandgate and Bedfordshire.

“We have plans for 20 studios across the UK” by the end of
next year says Mr Hebditch.

In addition to our awards across the whole company we

have received in excess of over 50 awards for maternity
and newborn photography!

We have recently been featured on ITV.BE with Tommy &
Georgia shoot, and Les Dawson’s daughter Charlotte
Dawson on MTV, additionally we have taken images for
Simon Webb from Blue, Rap artist Sneakbo and The
apprentice’s Thomas Skinner (bish bosh Essex guy)

Business is growing and we feel that we are leaders in Baby
Art photography as all studios are fully trained in newborn



not fit with their
tree hugging
angle. Well for
most of us,
bikes do not
work! You tell a
mother of four
children that
they have to
go and do a
week’s
shopping and
travel by bike!
They are
delusional. I nearly voted for her in the last election. Good job I
didn’t, It would have taken her a week to ride to and from the
council meetings!”
Georgina Treloar, who publicly stated that she ‘fully support the
recent wave of environmental social movements including the
School Strike for Climate and Extinction Rebellion’ failed to win
her seat on the KCC Council as many locals saw her as being
too extreme.
A cycle route from Hythe to Dymchurch received a high level of
support in the early consultation and does not require any
further detailed design, so will go ahead as previously proposed.
Although this has come under criticism, with a large cycle path
being built alongside the existing pavement, with cyclists still
choosing to ride on the road. Steph Atkins said, ‘How is that
cycle path Green? Tonnes of concrete and tarmac and they dug
up green hedgerows to construct it. In doing so they flattened
lots of wild roadside plants. Its time they all got real!’
The consultation over the four remaining routes is now open and
closes on October 25. Shop owners have urged people to log
onto the KCC website and make a comment that by having the
cycle lane they are potentially closing down 30 shops in
Cheriton.
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• MonumentalMason

OwenHouse,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS
We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.

Plenty ofparkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

This week the Health Secretary, Sajid Javid, set
out the government’s coronavirus strategy for
the winter.

Before looking at the specifics of those plans,
it’s worth reviewing where we are now. Despite
the spread of the delta variant of COVID-19, the
most infectious strain we have seen so far in the
pandemic, infection rates and hospitalisations
due to the virus in the Folkestone and Hythe
district remain much lower than they were
during the previous peaks last winter and in the
spring of 2020.

Locally there have been three deaths from
coronavirus since early April this year. Any
death is a tragedy for those touched by that loss
of life, but these three deaths in the past five
months are a much lower rate of mortality
compared with the peak of the pandemic last
December. At that time there were as many as
nine deaths a day in Folkestone and Hythe.

The big difference between now and then is the
vaccine, which is a safe and effective protection
against the virus, and is saving lives. Everyone
who is offered the vaccine should take it.

New figures published this week by Chris
Whitty, the government’s chief scientific advisor
show the effectiveness of the vaccine even
amongst the most vulnerable people. The
vaccine does not offer 100% protection against
the virus but makes it much less likely that you
will require medical treatment if you do get it.
Nationally over this summer, for those aged 80
or over, the number of deaths of people who
had tested positive for covid in the previous 28
days was 120 per 100,000 for those who were
unvaccinated. However, for people who had
received both vaccine jabs the rate was fewer
than 40 per 100,000. When you look at the data
locally for any new coronavirus cases, it is clear
that they increasingly fall amongst younger
people who are not yet vaccinated against the
virus. That is why I support the decision that has
been made to now offer the vaccine to all 12 to
15-year olds across the UK. Both of my children
fall within this age range, and my wife and I
want them to receive the vaccine.

The government has also announced that from
next week people will be offered a booster third
dose of the vaccine. The booster should be
given at least six months after the second dose
of the vaccine was administered. Those eligible
include everyone over the age of 50, younger
adults with health conditions and frontline health
and care workers. I hope that this booster
programme will help us contain the spread of
the virus as we go into winter, and will avoid the
need for the introduction of any new restrictions.
It has been great to see life returning to normal
and we do not want to have to take a backward
step.

Going Green in Cheriton,
will shut businesses,
Shop-keepers warn
Business owners in Cheriton are fuming over plans to
remove car parking spaces and replace them with cycle
lanes through the main commercial road in the town.

The owner of one of the businesses, John Baker, who runs
County Hardware in Cheriton, has collected more than
2,500 signatures opposing the proposal for the new
infrastructure linking the area to the centre of Folkestone.
The scheme which is heralded by the local Green Party as
part of their ‘Bigger Green Initiative’ and paid for from the
government’s Active Travel Fund, would require the
removal of around 70% of the on-street parking in Cheriton
Road and Cheriton High Street to make way for the cycle
paths.

One of the business owners has declared the Idea
‘Absolute Bloody Madness’ The trader who did not give us
his name told The Looker: What is it with this big thing
about being seen to be Green? They put a cycle lane from
Hythe to the new estate at Martello Lakes, I drove along
there the other day and saw 8 people riding bikes, all on
the road. This is just a gesture for the sake of it. We have
been conned by the Green Councillors. They promised us
the world, but forgot to mention that it involves giving up
your car and closing down the bloody shops! If you take
away parking my business will close within weeks and that
will lead to eight staff being made redundant. So yes thank
you very much Green Party”

Other High Street traders have led the campaign against
the plans, saying they believe the lack of parking spaces
will see shoppers go elsewhere. The scheme was
championed by Former Kent County Councillor Martyn
Whybrow, who stood down earlier this year. The Details of
the scheme - including the loss of parking - have now been
released in greater depth by Kent County Council (KCC) as
part of a second round of consultation.

Ward Councillor Rebecca Shoob has been quoted as
saying: “"Having seen the proposals, I remain supportive of
the scheme and believe this is a significant opportunity for
Cheriton, Looking at the detail, I cannot support the option
that removes mature trees in favour of parking. I would
want to see as much
greening as possible
and am encouraged
by the references to
parklets, increased
seating and
opportunities for
socialising.”

Trevor Dannier
replied on social
media after reading
Cllr Shoobs
Comments stating:
“Who the hell do they
think they are? Telling
us that we cannot
drive cars, you have
the other Green
councillor Trelore,
riding around on her
bike and tutting at
anyone who does Cllr Shoob Backs Plans for Cycle Lane

Georgina Treloar with wants us to ride bikes like
hers Locals nick named it ‘The Beast’ and claim

she cause traffic chaos
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41 High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Local Pirate Radio
Presenter passes away
A few weeks ago we charted radio in our district and
featured Eddie Austin, who started out in Pirate Radio and
went on to set up a number of local radio stations,
including Neptune Radio. He sadly passed away last
Thursday at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford from
pneumonia induced by Covid-19 and spread prostate
cancer aged 72
As well as being involved with local radio, Eddie was well

known as the manager
of Tonights Disco in
Folkestone
But it was the South
East Radio Group that
he masterminded and
successfully applied for
licenses that led to the
formation of Neptune
Radio on September
29, 1997. It was based
in Church Street,

Dover and became a permanent station for both the Dover
and Folkestone areas, with Mr Austin as one of its full-time
presenters.This was a merger of two separate community
radio stations that were on the air in the 1990s, the White
Cliffs Sound for Dover and Shepway Sound for
Folkestone. Eddie retired in 2003, from then spending his
time between Malaysia and Dover.
Out in Malaysia he endured a series of dramas, surviving
the Boxing Day Tsunami in 2004 and a severe earthquake
the following April.
He was even stopped from returning home to Dover for a
time last year following restrictions on travel because of
coronavirus.

Otterpool Park

In Part two of our Ask the Leader of
the Council, we try to get the low
down on Otterpool Park. Instead of
listening to speculation, we went
right to the top and asked the Leader
of the Council

When did the Otterpool Park project
first see the light of day? Does it
have government backing?

We submitted an Expression of Interest
in being part of the Government’s
garden towns and cities programme
back in 2016, proposing Otterpool Park
as a new Garden Town for the
Folkestone and Hythe district.
In November of that year, the Ministry
for Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) announced its
support for Otterpool Park, and we
began our journey to deliver this
exciting project.

What is the origin of the name
Otterpool?
It’s a historic name relating to areas of
the Otterpool Park site – for example
Otterpool Manor Farmhouse in
Otterpool Lane at Lympne, which dates
back to at least the 17th Century, and
still exists to this day.

What is the size of the Otterpool Park
site?

Around 770 hectares.

Is there really any need for a new
garden town in the district? Why not
simply extend the district’s present
towns?

This is an option that Folkestone &
Hythe District Council as a planning
authority considers when planning new
homes.
If you try and imagine how you would
add 10,000 homes to meet housing
needs within this area, by extending for
example Folkestone and Hythe, it would
certainly be challenging. The towns are
quite constrained meaning that land is
not available to build at this scale.

The advantages of a garden town are
that we can plan all the facilities and
services for a modern way of living,
rather than try and retrofit an existing
settlement. We can deliver facilities
from the early stages, plan the
infrastructure that is needed, and we
can ensure build quality here. This
alleviates pressure on existing services
in villages and towns.

There are all sorts of advantages that
can be brought about which simply
couldn't be delivered by extending other
areas.

What is the planned timescale for the
Otterpool Park project?

Subject to planning approvals, we
would aim to start work on site within a
year or two and the development would
be phased over 30 years.

How important is Otterpool to the
regeneration of the district?

We believe it’s vitally important – it not
only meets urgent housing needs in the
district, which includes provision of
affordable homes, but creates a new
community fit for today’s lifestyles and
that will be home to generations to
come.
Our intention is for it to set the template
for Garden Towns in England.

The intention is that the increase in
population will have a positive impact
on Folkestone and Hythe, supporting
the local economy and providing a
sustainable income from local residents
as well as visitors.
Income generated by Otterpool Park
can be reinvested across the whole
district.

The Otterpool development has been
described as ‘self-contained’. What
exactly does this mean?

When we say self-contained we mean
that as well as providing new homes it
will provide facilities that will support the
day to day needs of the community that
will be created at Otterpool Park – you
could say that it will be self-sustaining.
This will help ensure that the new
community at Otterpool Park doesn't
put pressure on existing facilities
elsewhere in the district.
It has been suggested that, when
Otterpool Park is completed, it will
be a ‘special place’. Why is this?
Firstly, it will be a new town set around
a beautiful historic castle and park.
There is a lot of history attached to the
site and the plans will respect and
celebrate that while also embracing its
future and a Garden Town to live, work
and play for generations to come.

The aim is to create a healthy and
inspirational place, with large amounts
of green space, and strong connections
to the local countryside, coast and
culture of the area.

It will be a place for everyone and as
the community grows, Otterpool Park
will develop its own identity, sense of
community and place.

There is something called a ‘Master
Plan’. What exactly is it?

Masterplanning is an integral part of the
UK planning process, particularly for
strategically important schemes like
Otterpool Park, as it helps connect
buildings, social settings, and
movements with the surrounding
environment.

The Otterpool Park masterplan is a co-
ordinated, town-wide spatial plan that
will be regularly updated over the 30
years of the development timeline to
provide a clear roadmap for the future.

Some examples of this, include:
• Countryside – delivering over 50%
green space to expand the parks,
gardens, and natural and heritage
areas, to become focal points for
residents, districts communities and
visitors

• Connected - the creation of a
comprehensive walking and cycling
network to encourage healthy active
travel choices and reduce car
dependence.

• Creative - the creation of high quality
and innovative new employment and
creative spaces and places to
capitalise on Folkestone and Hythe’s
international reputation as a district
with a creative soul.

Is it true that Otterpool Park will be
50 percent green space?

Yes, that is correct.

‘Countryside but connected’. Please
explain.

The Otterpool Park site is well
positioned – it is in the heart of the Kent
countryside, but just a few miles Hythe
and Folkestone and offers excellent
connectivity to London and Europe by
road and rail.

The Otterpool Park site has
Westenhanger station on-site which
provides a great opportunity to improve
rail connectivity from this area.

What is Phase One? When does it
start and finish?

We are planning phase one now and
revealed initial plans earlier this year.

Phase one will provide a new town
centre and a new public park around
Westenhanger Castle. As you would
imagine from the first phase, it will also
provide the first homes, as well as
community, retail and commercial
facilities. A new Station Square
transport hub will be created around
Westenhanger station.

As part of our plans for a diverse,
vibrant and active community, there will
be a real mixture of homes in this
phase, from smaller flats to larger family
homes. Around the town centre there
will be a higher percentage of flats and
townhouses compared to later phases
of Otterpool Park.

At the moment, the plans are for 1,900
homes in phase one, equating to
around 4,500 people.

There will be two primary schools, a
health centre, leisure centre and
community / library space. In addition,
there will be workspaces, space for
shopping, eating, drinking and
socialising.

If we were to get planning permission
early next year, we would hope to be on
site in 2023, with the first houses being
ready for occupation the following year
2024.
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Over 250
different types of sweets

Always in stock
All your favourite
Retro Sweets

Goodie Bags
And Party Cones
Made to order!

Come and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan

Of Hythe

Come and support
Hythe’s latest
Business

OPENING 10am
Saturday 20th June

www.hythesweets.co.uk

58 High Street, Hythe.

Over 250 different sweets
to choose from including

Sugar Free & Vegan

Of Hythe

Restaurant diners had a
lucky escape
Passers-by and diners had a lucky
escape when a ten-tonne truck
reversed into a New Romney
restaurant last Monday morning. The
lorry was seen to reverse into the
front of the Diamond Turkish
restaurant and stove in the front of
the venue causing substantial
damage to the door and windows
and completely demolishing the
porch covering. He pulled his truck
away, got out after clearly seeing the
damage and then got in and drove
off. Passers by started shouting out
after him to stop, but he just fled the
scene.
Luckily passers-by took pictures of the truck and gave them to the
restaurant team inside, who were in a state of shock.
Lucy, one of the staff told the Looker, this is a very busy part of the
high street and anyone could have been coming through the door or
even pedestrians walking past. I got a call from a fellow trader who
told me what had happened and rushed in to have a look. The
upstairs wall has completely caved in and the windows smashed”.

This story of inexperienced lorry
driving falls on the week that the
government have raised questions in
Parliament about the extreme
shortage of HGV Class 1 & 2 lorry
drivers and making it easier for
people to get behind the wheel of
heavy goods vehicles.
The owner of the restaurant, Firat
Fozyel (Freddie) told the Looker:
“This really could have been so much
worse, so I think we have got of
lightly, the damage to the front of the
building really is quite bad, but we
have been able to make it safe and
we will obviously get the building
repaired as soon as possible. Luckily
this has not meant us having to close
the business whilst we wait for the repair work to start. Dinners are
also welcome to use our beautiful summer house behind the
building, so our trade should not be effected.”
The driver of the lorry drove away from the scene of the crash,
seemingly oblivious to the thousands of pounds worth of damage
that he had caused. The restaurant contacted the police who in turn
spoke with the haulage company.

Coastal Park
Parking Charges
Are Family
Unfriendly

By Jan Holben

The Coastal Park is described as one
of the Jewels in the Crown of our
District. And there is no denying that
this once scrubby piece of waste land
has been expertly designed and
landscaped – and with the addition of
adventurous and challenging play
equipment - it is the perfect place to
take your children for a day out – if you
can afford it!

The Coastal Park, awarded the Green
Flag for many years as being one of
the top open spaces in the country –
welcoming, safe and well maintained, is
located along the edge of the shoreline
and is described by ‘Visit Kent’ as:
“home to the largest free adventure
play area in the South East”.

It is definitely worth a visit, especially if
you can walk there – because the car
parking charges are nothing short of
extortionate at £4 for the first hour, and

£12 for four hours during the summer
period (ends September 30st).

Although the Coastal Park is technically
close to the centre of town, there is
relatively little housing within a mile of
it. So for those who live a little further
away the thought of walking is a non
starter, especially if you have little’uns
in tow and toting a push-chair too.

So perhaps getting a bus there is a
good idea? Think again, there are no
buses that run right up to the Coastal
Park – the nearest you could get is the
Folkestone Bus Station. Park and Ride
is a good idea – except it was recently
suspended and arriving by train is a
little further to walk.

So, walking, bus and train rides and
Park and Ride aside, for many families
the only practical way to get to the
Coastal Park is to drive there – and the
good news is that you can drive right
up to the Park from the Folkestone end
or better still right into the Park from the
Sandgate end.

Brilliant, the children are getting excited
now as you drive in the Sandgate
entrance, until you spot the parking
charges at £4 (meter 7505) for the first
hour. And lets be honest, who is going
to drive to this fabulous Park so the
kids can play on the amazing
adventure play equipment for just one
measly hour? That’s barely enough

time to park up and find somewhere to
sit. So – lets say the family can afford
two hours of play, £6 for parking – just
about bearable maybe?

Well – you would be in for another
shock – because if you pay using
RingGo – you don’t get the option to
pay for two hours, the only other
payment option you get is a shocking
£12 for four hours!

For poorer families £12 is perhaps a
quarter of their weekly food bill – so
much for a cheap afternoon out! If you
did drive into the Sandgate entrance,
park up – walk over to parking meter
(7505) and try to pay using RingGo –
you would quickly do an about turn and
be driving out again, with those excited
children rather less than excited.

As a comparison – here are several
other local councils average parking
charges for 1 hour only: Canterbury
£2.30, Ashford £2.10, Dover £1.30,
Thanet £1 and even Folkestones
average parking for just x1 hour is a
reasonable £1.60. So the question has
to be asked – why is the car parking
charge in the Coastal Park £4 for one
hour, jumping to £12 for four hours –
with an additional and insulting 50p
added on for the privilege of paying by
the app.
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Party, Party, Party!!!......
1st New Romney Scout Group always grab an opportunity
for a party so it comes as no surprise to learn they
celebrated the 21st birthday of their HQ at a recent Sausage
Sizzle. Attended by all Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers,
their parents, Leaders and Group Supporters, the 21st Party
on 21st September in 2021 was a great excuse to launch the
Autumn Term 2021 with a BANG!!!...

It’s difficult to believe the HQ was officially opened in 1999,
we remember it well, only seems like 5 minutes ago and
we’re still partying, celebrating, offering the Scouting
Adventure to local youngsters of all ages 0-100+ and relying
on the supporters drawn from our amazing local Community
said Veronica, former Akela, now Group President.

CARMMEETING POINTS
meet again

This month, our volunteers have been dusting off the
cobwebs, washing cups and hoovering village halls in
readiness for the return of Meeting Points. We saw a
tentative return in some areas, and a joyful rush in others.
In all cases, it wasn’t long before the chink of teaspoons
and the hum of talking and laughter returned.
I started in the role of CARM Meeting Point Coordinator at
the beginning of the year and my work has taken place on
the telephone, sitting at home. To be able this month to
meet face to face with the CARM Meeting Point volunteers
(all 39 of them!) without whom these Meeting Points simply
wouldn’t be open, was wonderful. Many of these same
volunteers have been in contact with their Meeting Point
members throughout this pandemic, making telephone
calls, delivering newsletters, talking on doorsteps and
more. Some kept up the tradition of delivering birthday and
Christmas cards, and small gifts. I have been pulled aside
several times by Meeting Point members eager to convey
their heartfelt gratitude to the kindness of ‘their’ volunteers.

And the stories I have heard! You don’t reach 70, or 80, or
90 years old, without a few tales to tell and I was more than
happy to put the paperwork to one side to listen to stories
of how a couple met and married without being able to
speak one another’s language, or how to show goats, or
winning a best baby in show competition with your best
friend’s baby!
Another member would often chip in on these stories and I
found that some of the friendships at Meeting Points go
back decades, some are very new; but there was a
consistent theme of people knowing one another, and
looking out for one another. The smiles on the faces of our
Lydd Meeting Point members in the photo
There are plans afoot for some trips and events over the
coming months, so have a look for your local Meeting Point
on the list below and pop in. There is no need to call
beforehand, but if you are a little nervous and would like
someone to look out for you, just call CARM on 01233
758122 and we can arrange that.

Appledore – Tuesdays 10am – 12pm The Appledore
Methodist Church Hall
Brookland – 4th Friday 1.30pm – 3.30pm Brookland
Village Hall
Burmarsh – 3rd Thursday 11am – 12.30pm The
Shepherd & Crook Pub, Burmarsh
Dymchurch – Mondays 10am – 12pm Dymchurch
Methodist Church Hall
Greatstone – 1st & 3rd Tuesday 10am – 12pm St Peter’s
Church Hall, Greatstone
Lydd – Thursdays 10am – 12pm Hardy Hall, Skinner Rd
Rolvenden – 2nd Wednesday 10am – 12pm Rolvenden
Village Hall
Tenterden – 1st & 3rd Tuesday 10am – 12pm Trinity
Baptist Church Hall, Ashford Road
The Bridge (New Romney) – 1st & 3rd Friday 10am -12pm
CARM, Unit 12, Mountfield Rd, New Romney
Wittersham – 1st & 3rd Thursday 10am - 11.30am
Wittersham Village Hall, Wittersham
Woodchurch – 1st Thursday 10am – 12pm Jean
Mealham Pop-In Centre, Woodchurch

Caroline – Group Chair commented
‘The success of the group is largely
down to a dedicated bunch of Leaders
and community support. Some of the
youngsters in Scouting today are
children and even grandchildren of
former Cubs and Scouts who always

remember their experience at 1st New
Romney with a certain affection. Our
aim is to put smiles on faces and give
everyone a good time, experiencing
new life skills and adventures they
never dreamed would be possible.
Scouting has never been needed
more than now, after all the trials and
tribulations of the past 18 months.
True to form Scouts never give up, it’s
not in our DNA!!! So, if you know any
youngsters or adults who would like to
become involved in the Adventure that
is Scouting find us on Facebook or
come along to a meeting. Youngsters
never fail to amuse and impress. In
another first for the group Oakley and
Mae have risen to a new Challenge
and were appointed as Mayors’
Scouts. Their first official duty will be

Speakers Day. Well done Mae and
Oakley.’
It was also time for thanking those
who have gone above and beyond to
ensure the Scouting Experience
continues. Presentations were made
to Cubs, Amelia and Jessica whose
designs inspired the 21st Birthday
Banner; Martyn our HQ Manager who
has done a superb job making sure
HQ is safely maintained and the group
are compliant with current health and
safety legislation and our Kitchen
Team: Perry, Tony, Martyn and Paul
who fitted the superb new kitchen
which really is beyond our wildest
dreams!
Steve Allum, the original Project
Manager was there to cut the birthday
cake, a party simply isn’t a party
without cake!! All in all, a good time
was had by everyone, thank you New
Romney for your support.
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Vince
The Movie Man
Stephen - ITV Hub
If you fancy a quick binge
watch I strongly recommend
ITV's Stephen, based on the
case of Stephen Lawrence.
This three-part series focuses
on one officer and his teams
attempts to bring his killers to
trial.

I'm sure you are aware of the
story but this drama explores
the corruption within the Met
Police, that initially prevented
a conviction, as the Met went
to any length to try to prevent further damage to an
already seriously tarnished reputation.

Steve Coogan is superb as DCI Clive Driscoll the leading
officer who fought institutionalised racism and poor
policing to bring Stephen's killers to justice. Sharlene
Whyte and Hugh Quarsie are solid as Doreen and Neville
Lawrence bringing compassion and frustration to their
roles as the parents fighting for justice.

Stephen will leave you both angry and annoyed but this
also serves as a reminder that racism still exists in all
walks of life.

People Just Do Nothing: Big In
Japan - Cert 15 on general release
MC Grinder, DJ Beats,
Steves, Decoy and
Chabuddy G are back and
hitting the big screen. The
collective known as Kurupt
FM have left Brentford/Essex
and their jobs and are
heading to Japan on the
promise of a record contract
due to their YouTube hit
'Heart Monitor Riddem' being
used in a Japanese TV show.

We pick up the action three
years after the demise of
Kurupt FM with Grinder
working as a Postman. Beats
in a bowling alley working
under stepson Craig who is his manager. Steve still lives
in Nana's old flat and Chabuddy G is still living in his van.
With the promise of fame and fortune beckoning the crew
reunite and make their way to the promise land of Japan.

For fans of the BBC show you won't be disappointed as
the crew drag their garage music, stupidity, drugs and
film crew to the land of the rising sun. This is classic
PJDN and the transformation to the big screen is
seamless although I warn you, you may never see the
household sandwich bag in the same light.

Somehow you know the crew will mess things up but
they do find each other and love along the way. The
ending leaves it open for a Kurupt FM reunion. Altogether
now "Bang, lyrical blow to the jaw"

Rise of the Footsoldier: Origins -
Cert 18 - On general release
For anyone who has
followed the series and is
expecting anything different
you may well be
disappointed however in its
defence Origins is a far
superior film to the two
previous ROTF films (The
Pat Tate story & Marbella)
but not a patch on the
original two.

Whereas the first two films
centred on the life of Carlton
Leach, associate of the
notorious Essex Boys (Pat
Tate, Tony Tucker and Craig
Rolfe) who were executed in Rettendon in 1995, the
latter films concentrated on Tate, Tucker and Rolfe.
Origins, chronologically, takes us to the start of the story
with the main focus on Tony Tucker and the Essex Boys
rise. It also introduces Bernard O'Mahoney (Played by
Vinny Jones) who was to be a key figure within the Essex
Boys story.

The film, as you would expect, is full of violence with a
shower storm of expletives. The acting is on the right side
of ok but you can't help but feel that the series is being
dragged kicking and screaming into yet another sequel.
Like I said the original was a gritty, hard-hitting look into
the Essex underworld but now you just feel that you've
seen it all before. The irony of Origins is that the main
characters are playing the younger versions of the same
characters they played back in 2007.

Origins isn't the worst film you will see this year but it
certainly isn't the most original. I hope they now put the
series to bed although I wouldn't bet against ROTF 6 the
Craig Rolfe story or ROTF 7 I knew the Essex Boys.

CRISIS? WHAT CRISIS?

Remember the film ‘The Day of the Jackal’ which, worryingly, came
out way back in 1973, in which nameless assassin James Fox tries
to bump off President De Gaulle? That’s where we first heard the
now oft-used phrase, ‘Crisis? What Crisis?’ The phrase was
subsequently used as a headline in your soaraway ‘The Sun’
newspaper during the Winter of Discontent in 1979 to convey a
popular impression of the UK government at the time. It was
attributed to then Prime Minister, ‘Farmer’ James Callaghan, but
was of course denied by him, as the rubbish piled up into
mountains on our streets and we huddled like Dickensian urchin
characters around a flickering candle.
Enough of our unpleasant wander down a detritus-strewn Memory
Lane. Now we are in 2021, and the metaphorical rubbish has
reached heights that Sherpa Tenzing would find daunting.
Naturally, nothing is new. Nothing has been learned. Spanish
philosopher George Santayana said, “Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Did he write that
last week in an article in The Guardian? No. The now-famous quote
comes from his philosophical book ‘Reason in Common Sense’,
which was published in 1905. The key words there are ‘Reason’
and ‘Common Sense. They seem as unfashionable now as loon
pants and tank tops.
Yet again we are informed by ‘the media’ that there is a shortage of
food and petrol. Luckily, the doom-monger journalists (I use that
term in its loosest meaning) have not decided to tell us yet that
there are no toilet rolls left on the shelves. There is no shortage of

petrol. There is no shortage of food. Above all, there is no shortage
of Very Stupid People.
No supply chain can withstand the demand if everyone, all at the
same time, decides to purchase a specific item. If every twerp in
the UK simultaneously rocks up at their local petrol station, then, of
course, there is going to be a massive queue. The fuel supply,
which was perfectly adequate based on standard, not raving mad
pani-buying, unnecessary demand, will, of course, be adversely
affected. This is a self-fulfilling prophecy. It is a crisis caused by the
perfect storm of a media, aided and abetted by social media,
feeding exaggeration, speculation and downright lies to a gullible
public. The “There Might Be A Fuel Shortage’ headline leads
instantly to ‘Oh my god, there’s a fuel crisis, quick, where are my
car keys? I better get down to the petrol station immediately. Oh no,
there’s an enormous queue! What’s that? There’s no petrol left?
See, they were right! Now how am I going to get my toilet rolls?”
Nature abhors a vacuum. In the absence of strong leadership, of
calm, clear, precise professional advice, Doreen, the Hairdresser
from Stoke-On-Trent, who left school with a GCSE in OK!
Magazine, is promoted to be a world-class expert on any subject
you choose. Health. Economics. Supply chain logistics. Covid-19.
Masks. Vaccination. Flu Jabs. Fuel supplies. Deserting
Afghanistan. This is the world we now live in. It’s chaos
masquerading as order. It’s made-up-on-the-spot policies that
pretend to be well-considered. It’s knee-jerk reactions that are
presented as having been carefully thought-through. We have
pulled back the curtain as in The Wizard of Oz, and what we see
revealed is what we have suspected for a long time – no one knows
anything – they make it up as they go along.
The past 18+ months have been relentless. The public have been
battered by one disaster after another, day after exhausting day. All
we want to do is regroup, catch our collective breath, calmly assess
our situation and try to quietly live the best life that we can. But it
seems that we cannot be allowed to do this. Instead, we are
peddled and drip-fed negativity, fear and the endless push towards
a herd mentality. We are not sheep. We are the current pinnacle of
human evolution. Maybe it’s time we started behaving like it. Life is
not a dress rehearsal. This is it. This is our one shot. It would be
good to enjoy the very short ride before we have to get off.

TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE RUSS@THELOOKER.CO.UK

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly.Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• GardenMake Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324

philsterling06@gmail.com



Michael Lyons, former Hythe District and Town councillor,
reflects on ‘woke’ behaviour

Censorship comes in many forms. By Government via a
Security Services recommendation, or through the cunning
ploy of a Editor changing the meaning of a submitted
article, or when a magazine owner dictates what a scribe
must, or should write or, closer to home, where the person
in charge of a social media output removes any criticism of
a political party in which he/she is involved.

Freedom of action and word are the most important values
our British democracy guarantees. It is therefore
unfortunate that a few doom and gloom merchants, with
lack of scientific knowledge, have been aggressively
attacking the optimistic and positive views of academics
and our political representatives in a way that, to my mind,
is tantamount to misinterpretation on a scale that has not
been seen in the UK since the late 1980s.

The new woke philosophy aims to impose restrictions on
Freedom of Speech. Such censorship, in some cases,
insults the intelligence by building up resentment and
making any controversial issues far worse.
When the Radical Left attempts to dictate behaviour and
refuses to engage in open debate the silent majority rebels

and resorts to the most obvious counter measure – the
ballot box. May's County Elections saw the very large swing
from the local woke party to a political party with common
sense and simple, honest commitments, which do not
insulting the electorate’s intelligence.

The Censorship Brigade has been around since Roman
times, and possibly even longer, and have never
succeeded in their aims, no matter how hard they tried, and
the same applies today. Although I am not on Facebook, I
gather that Social Media does have its uses, through its
exposure of the frauds and fakers in our society.

No doubt this article will infuriate the critics and cynics, but
the more you try to censor the thinking general public, the
more you have to lose. The Silent Majority are steadily
winning the culture battle. The Woke luvvies try to censor
any form of debate, but their tactics of interrupting
meetings, and running down any organisations who are
trying to improve their communities, have been well and
truly exposed.

Look, for example, at our local Councils. The Town
Councils within our District have a Mayor, whose term of
office is one Year, maximum two, therefore giving the
chance of civic representation of the Towns to well
deserving citizens who has shown the courage of their
convictions by standing for public office. Although the
calibre of the holder of the Town's first Citizen varies, (from
the Good, the Bad and the, how on earth did they get that
role?) it does take courage to take up these positions.

Luckily, Britain probably has less censorship than most
countries, and we should always applaud our freedom, but
we all need to be on our guard against the oppressors
within our realm.
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By Vince Shelly
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Lyons
Pride

ComputerMaintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problemswith your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470675Dave: 07970804060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

Last issue of the Looker I promised a
somewhat controversial trip down
memory lane, so here goes.

In 1972 Thames Television broadcast
a new comedy that lasted for eight
series and 53 episodes and spawned
a film of the same name. It's fair to say
we will never see it again on our
screens although you can still watch
full episodes on YouTube and it is
available on DVD. So, what can be so
bad about a comedy that starred
Rudolph Walker (Patrick from
Eastenders) who said of the show 'It's
about a black guy and a white guy
being damned stupid' Well let us revisit
the comedy 'Love Thy Neighbour'

Love Thy Neighbour's plot focused on
two families living in Twickenham the
white working-class Eddie and Joan
Booth and black couple Bill and Barbie
Reynolds. Eddie was a Labour
supporter and Man United fan whose
views were pure right wing. Bill was a
West Ham supporter with Tory
sympathies and while the pair are
constantly in conflict the wives, Joan
and Barbie, become close friends.

Set at a time when the country was
coming to terms with mass immigration
Love Thy Neighbour certainly didn't
pull any punches with its subject
matter and while it openly delivered
both anti-white and anti-black
sentiments it delivered them via overtly
racist slang. But surely racism is
racism and the terms "Nig-Nog"
"Sambo" "Honky" and "Snowflake"
were always going to be inflammatory.
It wasn't just Bill who became the
victim of Eddie's racial slurs and Eddie
frequently made reference to "Fu
Manchu" "Gunga-Din" and "Ali-Baba"
But it was Bill who Eddie reserved his
real contempt for often referring to him
as a cannibal and his claim that "white

always takes precedence over black"
sounded like a slogan for the National
Front.

Bill rather than being a sympathetic
character was portrayed as an angry
man who happily indulged in trading
insults and who sometimes played
along with the racial stereotyping by
dressing as a cannibal to scare Eddie.
While Bill usually comes out on top it
seemed to be out of a sense of
revenge as opposed to a sense of
right and wrong. It was often
suggested that Love Thy Neighbour
was Thames's attempt to cash in on
the success of the highly acclaimed
and equally controversial BBC show
'Til Death Do Us Part' It is worth noting
that Bill was a West Ham supporter
like Alf Garnett albeit a Tory Hammer.

The only sympathetic characters in the
show were Joan and Barbie, was this
the writer's suggesting that female
characters are far more tolerant of
other cultures. Remember Eddie was a
white male often overlooked at work
and once again this sounded very
similar to the soundbites emanating
from the right-wing manifestos.

As a social study Love Thy Neighbour
and Eddie Booth was representative of
the attitudes of right-wing supporters
and certainly reflective of the ongoing
tension that existed in communities.
Were the writer's making light of it
showing the subjects to be 'damned
stupid' or were they manipulating the
racial tensions that plagued the
country. Even the supporting cast were
stereotypes of typical working-class
men, the intellectually challenged
socialist Jacko with his "I'll have a half"
catchphrase who was oblivious to, or
ignored, the tensions and Arthur a
trade unionist who preferred playing
cards and having a pint in the pub.
This was very, very low-brow comedy
and lacked any sympathy towards its
subject matter preferring to gain
laughs through unsubtle racial slurs
but, having said that, it still managed 8
series.

Love Thy Neighbour was born of a
different time, a time when the
National Front were coming to the fore
as a political party and the Rock

against Racism movement was formed
to combat the right-wing party. So was
Love Thy Neighbour inciting hatred or
mocking the extreme views and
prejudices that were common at the
time. The writers left that for the viewer
to decide. Whatever those views the
show was very popular and much
discussed. Funnily enough it became
very popular in Australia where a
sequel was filmed. The DVD also sold
well in Nigeria and parts of the
Caribbean.

Whatever you think of Love Thy
Neighbour it is a part of TV history and
while it will never be seen on TV again,
the woke brigade will see to that, it has
its place. I'm split over the programme
and not because of the racial slurs it
used to gain laughs but more around
the racial and class stereotypes. I'm a
firm believer that comedy should be
progressive and challenging but never
offensive to the point that cultures feel
attacked or vilified. While Love Thy
Neighbour's main protagonist Eddie
usually came out second best to Bill
the programme never addressed
Eddie's racist attitudes and, in all
honesty, the only characters that came
out with their dignity intact were the
black characters which in fairness
signifies a different sense of prejudice.
Love Thy Neighbour appeared to
reinforce the National Front's claim
that the white man was second best
and that their standing in society was
being challenged. Did Love Thy
Neighbour appeal to the same
disenfranchised white male that the
National Front sought to recruit?

So, there you have the controversial
comedy known as Love Thy
Neighbour. It will sit with other taboo
comedies such as Monty Pythons Life
of Brian or Chris Morris' Brass Eye,
both of which were far superior to the
former, and has gone the same way as
The Benny Hill Show, Mind Your
Language or It Ain't Half Hot Mum as a
victim of changing times, morals and
values. Some may say that's not a bad
thing and that other comedies have
tackled the issues much more
sympathetically, Channel 4's Home for
instance. But I'll let you be the judge of
that. See you next episode.

GardenWaste Collection
Service to resume
Garden waste service collections are to resume for
subscribers.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council agreed to a suspension
in July as a result of the national shortage of HGV drivers
and COVID-19 isolation requirements.Contractor Veolia has
been working hard to recruit new HGV drivers and is now in
a position to restart the garden waste collection service from
Monday 27 September.

Letters printed on recycled paper
will be sent to all subscribers
advising of their scheduled week
for collection. The day of the
week for collection remains the
same as before the service
was suspended. Those
unsure can check our
website for more information.

Cllr Stuart Peall – Cabinet Member
for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste & Building Control –
said: “I have always been
clear that we did not want to
restart the garden waste
collection service until we were
confident that it would not have
to be suspended again. While we
will always be exposed to external
factors, a number of

safeguards

have been put in place by Veolia to ensure that risk is
minimised. The decision made back in July, although
difficult, has resulted in continuous and improving
collections for the priority waste streams such as clinical,
food, refuse, and recycling.

“I would like to – once again – thank residents for their
patience and understanding over the past few months, and
apologise for the difficulties the suspension has raised for
residents.”

The council continues to work on how best to offer a rebate
to reflect the disruption the suspension has caused. Details
of this will be shared as soon as they are confirmed.

For more information about our garden waste collection
service,
please visit
folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk/
recycling- waste-
and- bins/

garden-waste
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 30th September
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 1st October
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road, 10 a.m.
Cuppa and a Cake, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Saturday 2nd October
Coffee Morning, Newchurch Church, 10.30 a.m.
Harvest Supper, Ivychurch Church, 7 p.m.

Saturday/Sunday 2nd/3rd October
Romney Marsh Wartime Weekend, Brenzett Museum

Saturday/Sunday 2nd/3rd October
Folkestone Model Railway Exhibition, Leas Cliff Hall, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Monday 4th October
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.

Tuesday 5th October
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 6th October
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 7th October
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 8th October
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road, 10 a.m.
Cuppa and a Cake, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Saturday 9th October
New Romney Old School Open Day, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Monday 11th October
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.

Tuesday 12th October
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 13th October
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Saturday 16th October
Harvest Supper, Newchurch Church, 6.30 p.m. (For Dymchurch,
Burmarsh & Newchurch)
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Jesson, now known as St. Mary’s Bay.
Above: Jefferstone Lane c.1950s. Silver Spring delivering to The Bailiff’s Sergeant.

Below: The A259 looking towards New Romney c.1930s.

Budgeting Tips
CHRISTMAS!
Sorry to mention the C……s word so early! But it is
beginning to creep into our consciousness. If you
have family and friends abroad, want to do a
Samaritan’s purse shoebox or make some of your own
presents, you have to get organised well ahead. Given
the problems with distribution, and lack of Carbon
dioxide Gas, some newspapers are winding people up
into panicking.
A few less aisles of Christmas tatt, would probably be
good for us. I often wonder how much Christmas stuff
a society needs? Everyone I know has a box which
comes out every year, with perhaps an extra nice
bauble for a special occasion. Lots of the things have
memories attached to them, far above their monetary
value. Baubles are now made of plastic, so you don’t
even have breakages to replace!
Don’t let yourself be panicked into spending money
you can’t afford, or at rip off prices. There is plenty of
food around, always be ready to compromise. One
paper was saying that Christmas was being cancelled
because there might be problems with supplies of
turkeys. Who said you need a turkey to have a proper
Christmas? I can’t remember when we last had a
whole turkey. We have a very scattered nuclear and
extended family, so we never have the opportunity to
get everyone together at Christmas, especially in
potentially bad weather. For those who can visit us
around that time, we finish up having about 4 or 5
smaller “Christmas dinners” We have had a
“Christmas Dinner” at the end of October, and in the
middle of January! Our sons with families, even within
travelling distance, prefer to spend Christmas day with
their children at home (as we always did)
Just a warning from a consumer programme. If turkey
is available, don’t bother with turkey breasts. They
cost twice as much per lb or kilo as whole turkeys. Buy
a whole one, cook it, and then freeze the parts you
don’t want just now. Saves money in the long term and
a lot more turkey for your pennies!
If you can afford it, and have a freezer, maybe start
buying a few bits and pieces now, and then you will be
well stocked up, whatever happens at Christmas-time.
A successful Christmas, doesn’t depend on how
much money you spend, or how many people you
can squash into a small modern house! Don’t be
bamboozled into spending vast amounts of money on
anything. Regarding presents, decide beforehand how
much to spend on each level of present. You will
probably spend more on your own immediate family,
and less on relatives/friends/colleagues, but once you
have decided, stick to it.
Try to ignore all the artificial gaiety in Christmas
adverts. For many people, all the enforced “bohemie”
just reinforces their own loneliness, losses and griefs,
and lack of money and hope. All the adverts are so
OTT perfect, and we all know life is not like that!
Decide what you value, and concentrate on that.
When you do manage some family gatherings, don’t
feel you have to spend a lot of money on
manufactured treats. If a buffet do, you can for
example, stick to sandwiches, sausage rolls, mini
sausages or a bit of pork pie, perhaps a bit of salad,
and a few cakes, crisps or biscuits. You don’t need to
have a table groaning under the weight of
manufactured treats, like an Iceland advert. If you are
having a sit down meal, the roast can be anything you
fancy and all the bits can now be bought ready- made.
Aldi and Lidl have a good selection of pre-prepared
roasts at fairly modest prices. A Christmas cloth,
napkins and crackers will dress up any table.
So all the best as you begin to think yourself into a
Christmas you can comfortably afford!



George Peden; From
Humble Beginnings

By Jan Holben

Out walking – want some peace and quiet? Then why
not take a walk through the old Folkestone cemetery for
an hour or so – there are so many interesting characters
there. One such character is George Peden who died
1905 at his residence, 26 Kingsnorth Gardens. The son
of Scottish Parents who settled in Folkestone, George
Peden was born and christened in the year 1856 .
Although from humble beginnings he went on to
become a Chief Magistrate of the Borough, a Justice of
the Peace (J.P.) and Mayor of the Borough of
Folkestone 1903-4.

More than these prestigious positions – he was loved
and respected for the many good works he did for the
children from poor families, those who lived in the
workhouse, and the aged of the Borough.

During a time when there were many very poor people
in the Borough, especially in the North Ward which he
represented, George Peden ran a soup kitchen in the
old Black Bull Road School throughout the harsh winter
months. This was a place where children could come for
a hot stew of meat and vegetables followed by a slice of
bread with jam.

Following his
death the
Folkestone
Chronicle
printed;
“besides his
association
with this
Council, Mr
Peden was a
Justice of the
Peace for the
Borough, a
member of the
Board of
Guardians, and
occupied many
other important
positions in
matters
connected with
the welfare and
interests of this
town and its
inhabitants;
and by his death the poor of Folkestone have lost a
kind, generous and thoughtful friend”.

On his death an appeal for contributions was held - and
a Peden memorial fountain was established in Black
Bull Road in 1907 to commemorate George Peden. The
fountain, which was unveiled by Sir Edward Sassoon,
Baronet and M.P., bore a bronze plaque with a profile
outline his head with the words; “To the Memory of
George Peden Esq., J.P. who represented the North
Ward in the Town Council from 1894 to 1905 . . . This
fountain was erected by public subscription in
appreciation of his practical work for the welfare of
children and of the aged”.

During the war at a time when all indications of name
and town had to be removed in case of invasion, the
plaque was taken down and put into storage. The
memorial fountain itself was demolished some years
later.

ZOE’S
Kitchen
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Slow Cooker Meatball Goulash

Prevent, Protect,
Prepare and Hands
Up!

By Jan Holben

I have mentioned Bob Mouland before, if you live
in or visit Folkestone you will see him hurrying
around, he doesn’t miss a thing. And you can bet
your last kitkat that he has always been that way
– this little anecdote tells of one time he was
almost too quick for his own good.

It was almost 17 years ago, 2004, when security
measures around Folkestone/Shornliffe were
heightened because it was thought there may be
a terrorist attack in the south east Kent area,
perhaps military bases in Folkestone and Dover.

At the time it was claimed that national security
wasn’t been taken seriously enough – and an
undercover team planted fake bombs in various
places, which remained undiscovered, to prove
that point. Around that same time a joint MI5,
Special Branch and Military report was published
which warned of a substantial threat to military
installations, including those at Shorncliffe and
Dover, by al-Qaeda.

Michael Howard, MP for Shepway (as was) at
that time, said he was ‘deeply disturbed’ by the
lack of attention given to security and called upon
Prime Minster Tony Blair to urgently appoint a full
time minister for homeland security so it could be
given the full attention that it needed. During this
period of perceived threat - Shepway, was
surrounded by a ‘ring of security’ - including tank
like armoured personnel carriers (APC) which
were spotted on patrol.

Bob Mouland got wind that an APC was patrolling
past the Leas Lift and he rushed along to see this
spectacle with his own eyes – in fact he was in
such a hurry to get a close up view - that on
heightened alert, and seeing a man literally
running towards them, the squadie in the rear
seat trained his weapon directly at Bob – and
that’s what you can see in this picture.

Christmas Cake
Makes 1, 10” Round Cake
Mixed Fruit 1.5kg
Cherries 150g (washed & chopped)
Mixed Peel 150g
Brandy 400ml
Butter 475g (softened)
Dark Brown Sugar 475g
Plain Flour 475g (sieved)
Mixed Spice 4 tsp (sieved)
Ground Ginger 2 tsp (sieved)
Medium Free-Range Eggs 9 (lightly beaten)
Black Treacle 3 tbsp
Thick Cut Marmalade 400g
Ground Almonds 100g
Flaked Almonds 100g
Oranges 1 (zest & juice)
Lemons 2 (zest & juice)

Combine dried fruits, cherries & mixed peel with the
brandy. Cover with cling film & leave for 3-4 days. Stir
every day
Cream the butter & sugar. Gradually adding the flour,
spices & egg
Stir in the treacle, marmalade, almonds & citrus. Mixing
well
Finally add the fruits.
Line a cake tin with parchment paper
Fill the tin with the mixture, place a cut piece of
parchment on top
Bake in a pre-heated oven at 150’c for approximately 2 -
2.5 hours
Allow to stand for 30 minutes before removing from the
tin & paper, allow to cool on a cooling wire
Wrap well in cling film & foil & store in a tin
Once a month remove the foil & cling film, make small
holes in the top of the cake using a cocktail stick & gently
spoon over a few tablespoons of brandy. Allow the cake
to absorb before wrapping in cling film & foil.

Chef’s hints & tips, either use a traditional dried fruit
mix or create your own. I use a third of traditional mix
but add chopped dates, cranberries & replace the
flaked almonds for chopped pistachios.



AND ANOTHER THING . . . . .
by Russell Tillson

Numbers have always fascinated me.

Take the number 100, for example.
Did you know that the sum of the first ten odd numbers
(1+3+5+7+9+11+13+17+19+21) is 100?
And that the sum of the first nine prime
numbers (2+3+5+7+11+13+17+19+23) is also 100?

C is the Roman numeral for 100 and comes from the Latin
word centrum.
There are 100 years in a century.
On the Celsius scale, 100 degrees is the boiling temperature
of water.
A person who lives to be 100 is called a centenarian.
A record number of people in the UK, some 14,570, are
surviving to the age of 100, the latest official data
shows. The number has quadrupled over the last two
decades.

Abrahamwas 100 years old (Genesis
21:5) when Isaac was born. The patriarch
Shem,one of Noah's three sonswho survived
the flood, gave birth to his first born son when he
was 100 years old. Indeed God, during the
Millennium, promised that people will not have
their lives cut short due to the effects of sin. All
humans will be able to live at least to the age of
100 (Isaiah 65:20). Very few composers have
written more than 100 symphonies. Haydn, who
wrote Number 100 in G major, and with 104 in
total is the best known, though the early
18th century composer, Joseph Molter
wrote 170, while the contemporary
Swedish composer, Leif Selim-
Segerstam, had reached a
record 327 by the
start of 2021.

Then there

is TheHundred
Years' War (1337–
1453), a war involving a series of conflicts between
theKingdoms of Englandand France, which actually lasted
for a total of 116 years. The war was based on disputed
claims to theFrench crownby the English House of
Plantagenetand the FrenchHouse of Valois. Hundreds are
also important in the evolution of local government. A
Hundred was an administrative division that was
geographically part of a larger region from the 11th century
until the middle of the 19th century. The division was made
for military and judicial purposes, and Hundred boundaries
were independent of both parish and county boundaries. In
Kent, several Hundreds were grouped together to form
Lathes. In Kent and elsewhere, people often hope to
become rich on the racing track by backing outsiders.
Unsurprisingly, there have been remarkably few winners at
odds of 100 to 1 of the Derby (Jeddah in
1898, Signorinetta in 1908 and Aboyeur in 1913) or the
Grand National (a little better with Tipperary Tim in
1928, Gregalach in 1929, Caughoo in 1947, Foinavon in
1967 and Mon Mome in 2009). You are better off sticking to
the less exciting but more reliable Footsie 100!

By the way, in the year 100 AD, the wheelbarrow made its
first appearance in China. 100 is the minimum number of
yards for a Par 3 hole in golf. The United StatesSenate has
100 Senators, two from each of the fifty states. There are
100 letter tiles in a Scrabble game. In Belgium, 100 is the
ambulance and firefighter telephone number. Chinese
tradition holds that the naming of a newly born panda must
wait until the cub is 100 days old. Atomic number 100 is the
little-known element Fermium. And everyone will surely
recall their childhood and the Hundreds (and Thousands)
used to decorate cakes. For pop enthusiasts, the first ever
chart was the American Billboard’s Hot Hundred, while
songs with the number in the title include Bon Jovi’s Next
100 Years and the Rolling Stones’ 100 Years Ago.
At present it is difficult to escape from the televising of the
new cricket tournament called The Hundred, the brainchild of
the England and Wales Cricket Board, and designed quite
intentionally to attract a younger, urban and more diverse
crowd to the matches.
Allegedly it is fun, exciting for families and children, and
cheap to attend. The traditional six ball overs have been
replaced with ten lots of five or ten balls, counted down from
100.
Ends are changed with some regularity; batsmen have
been redefined as ‘batters’; and the third man fielding
position is now simply ‘third’ to avoid sexist

connotations (Hundred games are played
between women too). Matches are not
between counties but between eight
city franchises, with absurd names
such as Oval Invincible's and
Manchester Originals.

The Hundred might be seen as a
natural extension of the Twenty20
game, introduced in 2003, with
coloured kit, floodlights, fireworks to
celebrate wickets and loud rock
and rap music blaring from the
loudspeakers to accompany the

moronic and drunken
chanting. The crash, bang,
wallop matches have already
become, as intended, noisy
jamborees. As the novelty
wears of, it would not
surprise me if the
Hundred turns out to be a

one-year wonder, judging
by the number of empty
seats in the famous
grounds and the poor initial
TV audience figures.

This marketing exercise is
alien to the culture, history,
subtlety, intelligence and skill

set associated with real
cricket – the County
Championship - while all this
is going on, there is no

county cricket for six weeks.
And then you wonder why so

many of our recent Test Match
performances have been so
disappointing, with first class

players reduced to pantomime
clowns as they earn their crust in

the Hundred. Far from enhancing the
appeal of cricket, the Hundred is much

more likely to accelerate the death of one
of England’s great national
games. Nevertheless, here’s to many

England centuries in the Ashes series
Down Under this winter!
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Basic GardeningTips
By Michael Gooch
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It is beginning to feel very autumnal in the mornings and
evenings, and the leaves are falling. Unless they are a trip
hazard, don’t worry too much about removing them, you
can spend many unnecessary hours clearing away leaves,
there will always be more tomorrow and the next day! In a
month or two, when most of them are down, you can have
a big clear up. If you are composting, you can put them into
a plastic bag or compost sack, and leave them to turn into
leaf mould. If you have only a small quantity, they can be
put onto your compost heap. But for some reason, a lot of
leaves aren’t good for compost heaps (can’t remember
why!) If you put your leaves into a plastic bag, make
drainage holes in it, and leave the top open so the rain can
get in, mimicking what would happen in the wild.
Flowers may be “going over” but still worth dead heading
to keep them flowering, especially roses, and dahlias, and
similar. If you want to save seed from annuals and bi-
annuals, you can leave them to go to seed, and wait until
the seed head has dried out completely, and place the
seed head in a labelled paper envelope or bag. Later in the
winter, when dried out completely, you can sit one evening
and remove the seeds from the seed head. Do it over a
bowl, some are so tiny you may miss them!
If you have plants in pots, they may need a tidy up, and
repotting if necessary. If it easy to get enthusiastic about
pots, but harder to keep them weeded and tidied. Compost
has a shelf life, so they will need repotting every few years
at least. This also applies to indoor plants. If you are
repotting plants, use the next size up, don’t put them in a
massive pot from a tiny one.
If you have compost heaps, they will need turning, to help
with the process. Even if you only have one, it is worth,
turning it out and putting it back again. The council were
giving away plastic compost bins a few years ago, but they
had a lid. All the gardening books say that compost should
be open to the elements, to again help it to break down.
Grass is still growing, but should be slowing down, so it
shouldn’t be such a commitment keeping it tidy. Remember
the sustainability people are telling us not to worry about
our lawns being perfect, if it is a bit longer, with a few
dandelions and clover, it is probably better for wildlife. If
you have a “meadow” bit in your garden, it can be mowed
now. But don’t remove the cuttings. The seeds for next
year’s flowers will be among the cuttings. Leave them
where they fall.
I hardly dare mention weeds, having been away a lot in the
last month, we have weeds for England! If there was a
competition for weeds at Chelsea…. We’d be in with a
fighting chance. Just keep up as best you can. Don’t put
weeds in your compost, they are great survivors! Put them
in garden bags, and book your place at the tip. Having our
garden bin collection suspended is definitely a chore!

And now for the veg.
As far as growing is concerned, things are slowing down
now and work will hopefully involve harvesting crops as
they mature.
If you have runner beans which are getting long and with
those tell-tale bulges, it’s worth saving them and keeping
them for seed next year. Leave them on the plants until the
pods turn brown, then gather them in and put them in a
cool, dry place until they become brittle. Then open up the
pods and remove the beans, again storing them in a tub or

envelope in a dark place and look forward to a good crop
next year. As for the bean plants themselves, they make
good compost, so add them to the rest of your compost.
This also applies to peas, as they enrich soil with nitrogen.
If you have been growing squashes, the foliage is probably
dying back, which is not a bad sign as it exposes the fruits
to the last few weeks of Autumn light and sunshine which
helps to ripen them. If stored in a cool, dark place,
squashes should last for several months. Try making
butternut soup, it’s absolutely delicious and there are plenty
of recipes available.
Sweetcorn is now nearing harvest time. If the cobs have
brown feathery tops, that’s a sign they are ready to eat, so
carefully remove from the stalks. Again, this a crop which
keeps well, and also highly suitable for freezing.
If you have leeks, keep them well watered during the dry
spell.
Check potatoes which are still in the ground, as they may
be prone to boring insects. If this is the case, it’s better to
lift them and store them in a sack or cloth bag, but not
plastic as this makes them sweat and will cause them to rot
away. Keep loose potatoes covered up, as if exposed to
the light they turn green and this makes them toxic and
should not be eaten.
As pieces of land become free of crops, dig over well and
cover with home-made compost if available. This allows the
winter rain to leach nutrients into the soil and will also
prevent weeds from growing. Incidentally, don’t put weeds
into your compost as they harbour seeds which will
germinate next spring!
Finally, if you have an allotment or large vegetable plot/
raised beds, don’t forget that crop rotation is an important
part of agriculture. For example, don’t plant potatoes in the
same plot as last time, especially if you suspect blight has
been a problem this year.
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Adam's Music
Reviews
– Bob Dylan Edition

I hope I'm not courting controversy with
this month's musical musings, as one
artist that I have consistently enjoyed
throughout the lockdown, and indeed
throughout my life, is Robert
Zimmerman, better known as Bob
Dylan.

As you'll be aware from the news he
was recently accused of abuse. We
have seen many of our heroes of the
past outed as creeps and manipulators
over the years, but we have also seen
some falsely accused, and it is easy to
imagine how awful it must feel for an
innocent person to be accused of such
dreadful things.
I still believe that the claims being
made against Bob Dylan are false, but
only time will tell. I have no delusions
that rock stars are whiter than white, of
course. Biographies of songwriting
heroes of mine like Ray Davies and
John Lennon are not pretty reading, but
once abuse is involved tapes and CDs
invariably end up in the bin.
Consequently we have seen several
moderately big names expunged from
radio airwaves. I do feel sorry for the
bandmates and session musicians on
those records though, as they have
had all their efforts erased too,
because of the twisted behaviour of
one person.
Anyway, for the record, here are a few
of my favourite Bob Dylan albums
across the many varied periods of his
career.

The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan (1963)

Bob Dylan's second album was his first
to consist entirely of self-composed
material. 'Blowin' In The Wind' is an all-
time anti-war anthem, with simple lyrics
that never lose their impact sadly,
because the world never learns.
'Masters Of War' takes the same
message and dials up the anger to
'eleven.' 'Honey, Just Allow Me One
More Chance' is the only track with the
'hillbilly' feel of the first album. 'A Hard
Rain's A-Gonna Fall' is an apocalyptic
track, but my favourite is 'Don't Think
Twice, It's Alright,' with its satisfying
guitar pick, bitter-sweet lyrics and a

harmonica solo where Bob seems to
blow his soul out.

Bringing It All Back Home – Bob
Dylan (1965)

Lyrically I think this is Dylan's
masterpiece. You've got 'Mr.
Tambourine Man' and 'Subterranean
Homesick Blues', but for me the
highlight is the verbal deluge of 'It's
Alright Ma, I'm Only Bleeding,' with its
lava-flow of imagery. Phrases like
'Money doesn't talk, it swears' seem to
stick in the mind, and he summarises it
all at the end with the line 'It's life and
life only.' This album is half folk and half
rock, both sides of Mr. Zimmerman's
oeuvre, but in truth the rock tracks
were merely acoustic tracks
overdubbed by producer Tom Wilson,
so people got their knickers in a twist
for no reason whatsoever really.
Seriously, is there anything not to like
here?

Blonde On Blonde – Bob Dylan
(1966)

I've often cited 'Bringing It All Back
Home' as my favourite Bob Dylan
album, although in reality it is so hard
to choose one with so much quality.
This one was arguably the first double
album released by a rock act, the other
one being 'Freak Out' by Frank Zappa
& The Mothers Of Invention released a
week later. Either way the contents are
terrific, with bluesy tracks such as
'Pledging My Time' and 'Leopard-Skin
Pill-Box Hat' interspersed with folky

classics like 'Just Like AWoman.'
There's a humorous poke at the
Beatles' 'Norwegian Wood' with 'Fourth
Time Around,' although in truth the flow
of influence was mutual. 'Visions Of
Johanna' is a tour de force and finally
there's 'Sad Eyed Lady Of The
Lowlands' – a sad, mysterious eleven-
minute epic with Dylan at his most
poetic.

Self Portrait – Bob Dylan (1970)
This double album often gets slated,

not least because many of the songs
are covers and the laid back style is
often interpreted as 'can't be bothered.'
However I enjoy 'Self Portrait' regularly.
The opening ditty, 'All The Tired
Horses' doesn't feature any Dylan
vocals at all. 'Days Of '49' is a story
song about of the US gold rush, and
'Little Sadie,' which appears in two
versions, is about murdering your
partner (as you do). Bob also presents
his own version of 'The Mighty Quinn
(Quinn The Eskimo)' following the hit
that the British group Manfred Mann
had with his song. I also like the laid
back version of 'Like A Rolling Stone'
where he stuffs up the words, and what
an honour for Paul Simon and Gordon
Lightfoot to have their songs covered
by someone of Zimmerman's stature.
This is a fun Bob Dylan album and
shouldn't be viewed as anything more.
Hard Rain – Bob Dylan (1976)

Whilst 'At Budokan' has my favourite

live performance of Bob's ('Forever
Young'), this live album is on the
whole more satisfying, as he beefs up
material from 'Blood On The Tracks'
and older songs alike. 'You're A Big
Girl Now,' 'One Too Many Mornings
'and 'I Threw It All Away' are
particularly engaging, and there's
some great violin work from Scarlet
Riviera. 'Maggie's Farm' is given a
new tune, but the ultimate cut is 'Idiot
Wind,' an epic performance where
Bob vents his spleen at his marriage
breakdown via a kaleidoscope of
images.

Time Out Of Mind – Bob Dylan
(1997)
Just when everyone thought that Bob
Dylan's best work was all two decades
behind him, he comes up with this
absolute whopper of an album. I
would say that this marked the start of
the late stage of his career, with a
voice and style that seemed to

indicate his status as a classic blues
singer. We open with 'Love Sick,'
which expresses a rarely heard
sentiment that everyone feels at some
point. We have a song that provided
British singer Adele with a huge hit
early in her career, 'Make You Feel My
Love,' and there is a supremely dark
feel to many of the lyrics elsewhere. I

have no idea what Bob was going
through at this point in his life, but if
you listen to 'Not Dark Yet' and 'Cold
Irons Bound' you'll see what I mean.
We conclude with 'Highlands,' which
at the time was Bob's longest ever
track at sixteen minutes.
And for a few more tracks, try these:
Ballad in Plain D (1964) – supremely
sad personal tale with heartfelt
harmonica solo
Desolation Row (1965) – eleven
minutes of kalaidescopic lyrics and
two searing harmonica solos
Gotta Serve Somebody (1979) – the
catchiest of Bob's Christian songs
The Groom's Still Waiting At The Altar
(1982) – lyrical deluge, blues style
Roll On John (2013) – perhaps the
best tribute to John Lennon ever
written

For more music reviews my book
'2021: A Musical Odyssey' is
available on Amazon, from the
Cosy Kettle in Hamstreet and The
Record Store in Park Mall, Ashford.
Happy listening...

Folkestone Rowing Club
did us proud at CARA
By Jan Holben

Following a very successful day at the Herne Bay
regatta towards the end of August – when the Junior
Men and Master’s 50 crews secured the CARA
Championship - Folkestone Rowing Club were again
prepared and ready to give it their all when they
competed in the South Coast Rowing Championship
2021 the weekend of 18th and 19th September.

The 64th South Coast Championship, postponed in 2020
due to Covid, this year was hosted by the Hants &
Dorset ARA – and took place from the Royal Victoria
Country Park, Netley, Southampton.

The Folkestone Rowing Club crews line up included:
Men's junior championship: Lodi, Dan, Tom and Finn,
coxed by Vanessa, Master's 40 open and 50s
championship: Mark, Steve, Matt and Tony, coxed by
Vanessa. The Novice ladies open: Zoë, Hattie, Becky
and Maddie and Junior ladies open: Eddi, Jo, Finn and
Holly – and all crew members were raring to go.

The course is 1880m but could be shortened to suit
conditions if necessary – on the day it wasn’t necessary,
the course for the Junior Racing is 910m.

The crews and distinctive yellow boats arrived in
Shoreham, with help from Tony of the Dover Rowing
Club, bright and early ready for the challenges ahead –
and they had a fantastic weekend.

The Masters Crew came in 3rd in the 50’s race and then
went on to have an amazing win in the 40’s race. The
Junior mens team also did incredibly well with a brilliant
win over the Shoreham team proving they are also
CARA champions. All rowing club teams, and supporters
too, did us proud.

If you are interested in learning to row (competitively or
just for fun) - or just want be part of the social side of the
club check out: www.folkestonerowingclub.com/



Leas CliffHall,Folkestone, CT202DZ
Sat 2nd&Sun3rd October 2021, 10am-5pm

MODELRAILWAYMODELRAILWAYMODELRAILWAYEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION
Folkestone Model RailwayClubFolkestone Model RailwayClub

ADULT(16+): £7
CHILD(5-15): £3 FAMILY:£17

New entryarrangements,please see website
formore information:www.folkestone-mrc.com

The Looker
to exhibit at
Railway
Show
Come and visit The Lookers
very own model railway, when
we exhibit it at the Folkestone
Model Railway Club’s Model
Exhibition at the Leas Cliff
Hall on Saturday 2nd and
Sunday the 3rd of October.

For those that do not know,
the editor is somewhat of a
model railway enthusiast and
as well as running the Sweet
Memories Sweet Shop in
Hythe also runs the Kent
Model Exchange, where he is
often found ‘Playing Trains’
leaving others to do all the
other work no doubt!

The model railway is just
having its final tweaks before
it joins a further 20 model
railway layouts along with
many other trade stands at
this popular event.

The exhibition will feature all
kinds of model railways from
tiny little ‘Z’ gauge, the ever
popular ‘N’ and ‘00’ gauges
right up to the larger 5” gauge
live steam models.

Suitable for all ages and ideal
for both the hardened
enthusiast or someone one
with just a passing interest, or
maybe someone who is
considering getting into model
railways.

Then The Leas Cliff Hall is the
place for you.

Deployed to Kosovo
region
The 1st Battalion Royal Gurkha Rifles have deployed to
Kosovo, tasked with helping the relocation process of former
NATO employees from Afghanistan.

Cultural and linguistic similarities between the Afghan people
and Gurkhas have allowed our soldiers to build a unique
rapport with those
currently going through
the process.

The ability for troops to be
re-tasked at short notice
shows their
professionalism,
versatility and capacity to
excel at all missions that
may come their our way.
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NEW ROMNEY OLD SCHOOL
OPEN

SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER

We are having an OPEN DAY, come along and find out more about what we do!
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R.M.W. Scaffolding
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24 Hr Emergency Call Out
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Council Approved Contractor

Fast EfficientService
*All workGuaranteed
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30Years
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Fag-End Filled
Planters – Not A
Good Look!!
By Jan Holben

In January 2020 Folkestone & Hythe
District Council agreed to take over the
upkeep and maintenance of the
impressive and ‘Step Short’ Memorial
Arch which stands on the Leas. An
allowance from the annual budget of
£6000 was allocated to ensure this
work was carried out routinely – but
local people are asking what this
money is being spent on because it
certainly isn’t looking very attractive at
the moment.

This iconic steel structure was built to
honour sacrifices made by many
thousands of soldiers who paraded
down to the harbour during WW1, on
their way to battlefields – and was
‘unveiled’ by Prince Harry in 2014.

Defining the area and running parallel
to the road is a shoulder height wall
with box hedging planted on the top.
Facing towards the Arch is seating with
plaques adorning the wall telling about

Shorncliffe Camp and the part the
soldiers played during WW1.

Interposed with the seating are a
number of planters – but if you were
hoping to sit there and reflect on the
horrors of war, or the beauty of the
Arch – those deep thoughts would be
shattered by the sight and smell of the
planters which appear to have become
big ashtrays – no flowers or plants –
but plenty of cigarette butts!

Locals say they are disgusted with
how badly this area looks – pointing

out it is not only cigarette butts, but
fast food rubbish which is also left
there too. Local business owner and
ex forces man says it’s shameful and
makes him feel sad every time he
walks past the memorial arch.

The Memorial Arch has proved to be a
very popular with tourists and local
people too – but, as commented by
friends Jeni and Becca who regularly
walk along the Leas, the area around
the Arch is not looking its best and
reflects poorly on the town. Some said
they were not surprised because the
Arch is in “wrong end of town, and if it
was in the other end, by the Grand
Hotel or the Metropole, it would be
immaculately kept with beautiful
colourful flowers similar to those
outside the big hotels further along the
Leas”. Others thoughts that perhaps
the planters may originally have been
planted with colourful flowers – but
guessed that perhaps they had been
stolen.

As we approach Remembrance Day
when events are held in the vicinity of
the Memorial Arch – whatever the
reason for the planters being empty of
flowers - it is hoped that our great
district groundsmen will plant up the
planters soon so that it looks a credit
to the District again.
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Marsh Memories Church Round-Up
By June Gooch

Contact THE LOOKER
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MoreMemories of the
1940s

“I was 13 when war broke out in 1939 and living in North
Street, New Romney with my parents and elder brother Eric
and younger brother Bill. I attended the Primary School in
Church Lane, but because of the heavy snow and blizzards
in January 1940, the school was closed for much of the time.
One of the things we used to do when not at school was to
cycle around the Marsh to see where some of the enemy
aircraft had come down.
“In 1940, King George VI visited the town and I remember
having a day off school and standing in Station Road with
lots of other children and local people waiting for him to
travel down to Littlestone to inspect the coastal defences.
The King also inspected the Somerset Light Infantry who
had their headquarters in Southlands School.
“My father was a shepherd and foreman for a local farmer
and during the war he was in the Special Constabulary. By
September 1940 he felt that the family should be evacuated
and my mother, myself and my younger brother Bill, went by
train from Hastings to Chard in Somerset. Our
accommodation was to be a YMCA Chalet near Street and
we attended a local school there. Also on the train with us
were Rosemary and Kathleen Rogers and their mother and
also Jeff, Jerry and Linda Fisher, also with their mother.
After a couple of months, Dad wrote to say that he thought
the invasion threat was over and we returned to New
Romney.
“By now, there was no school open in the town because
there were so few children left but Mr. Hickman the
Headmaster opened up as we had nowhere to go. He gave
us some homework to do and as he was a very keen
gardener, he suggested that we tidy the school gardens up
which were alongside the school in Church Road.
“In 1941, I left school and started work for ‘Jocky’ Piper as a
gardener and odd-job man. ‘Jocky’ had a nursery off
Cockreed Lane and used to do work for some of the large
houses in the town. I remember going to Dr. MacMillan’s at
Ivy House, opposite the Ship Hotel and chopping wood and
sweeping the yard. I worked for ‘Jocky’ for about a year and
then started work for Ernest Finn who had a farm along the
Lydd Road and my father was the foreman.
“In 1942, some of the local lads decided to organise a
football team (we called ourselves the ‘Romney Busters’)
and we used to have our meetings in a bus shelter in the
High Street. We used to play our matches on a piece of
ground off Station Road, where the clinic is today as the
Sports Ground had been ploughed up. We played some of
the Army Platoons but never ever beat them although we did
occasionally win matches against the ATC and Lydd. Some
of the players I can remember were Cecil Pumphery, Derek
Frew, Bert Paine, Lawrence Flisher, Joe Masters, Bert Tyrell,
Bob Bark, Ted Paine, Dennis Polden, Doug Gillham and
Bernard Ellis. Bill Gillham was our referee and we used to
buy him twenty cigarettes for refereeing our matches.
“In 1944, we moved to a larger house in Sussex Road.
Apart from the football matches, there wasn’t very much
entertainment locally. Very occasionally there was a picture

show in the Ship Hotel and a couple of times a week, we
used to cycle to the pictures at Lydd. They had programmes
on some days of the week and a separate one on Sundays.
Paul Carey was a mate of mine and we sometimes
scrounged a lift in one of his firm’s coaches, although we
had to go the long way round via Dungeness. We also
occasionally were allowed into the cinema in Lydd Camp.
There was also a Youth Club in New Lane, Lydd that we
used to go to where Maddieson’s Offices were. Those were
happy days.” . . . . Peter Webb.

“I remember in June 1940 that the first army unit to
requisition the Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway was
the Sixth Somerset Light Infantry. They had their
headquarters at Dymchurch and a member of the battalion,
Bill Ganfield, who visited me in 1991, can plainly be seen
manning the guns in the old armoured train photographs and
the newsreel shots as well. During his time on the railway
during the war, he drove the armoured train and also drove
some of the other locomotives.
“During his visit to the Marsh in 1991, we travelled between
Dymchurch and Hythe on the railway and were able to see
the position of the siding and fake hill close to the Burmarsh
Road crossing, where Bill had many a time parked the
armoured train. We also visited the site of the bomb crater
against the track behind Dymchurch that he had helped to
repair.
“A lot of Bill’s time during that summer of 1940 was spent
driving troop trains from Hythe to the various army camps
along the line. These were at Jesson (Jefferstone Lane),
New Romney and Maddieson’s Holiday Camp (Romney
Sands). The incoming troops included some Commandos,
which must have been one of the very first formations of
those units. Captain Howey, the owner of the railway, had a
Rolls-Royce vehicle that ran on the rails and was used on
some occasions. According to Bill, it was even used to bring
in a German Pilot who had been brought down locally.
“On his last day in November 1940 when his unit were
leaving the district, Bill waited at Hythe station to see the first
train arrive that was operated by the incoming unit – the
Royal West Kent Regiment. The first train was hauled by
Bluebottle (Hurricane) and he was astounded to see it crash
into the end buffers, completely buckling the buffer beams of
the engine. The Royal West Kent Regiment did not seem to
have the same interest in the railway and when the Royal
Engineers took over in 1941 it was in rather a sad state.” . . .
Syd Goodsell.

Churches are gradually getting back to normal, at a speed
that suits each congregation. So see the notices about your
own church, regarding any restrictions they need to apply.
Harvest Festival services and suppers are coming up in future
weeks, so do keep an eye on your own church notices.
Food Bank.These are continuing as before, but with a
delivery only service. If you are struggling to feed yourself or
your family (and it applies to single people and couples, not
just people with children) RING Citizens Advice Bureau, on
free phone 080 2082138 to explain your problem and obtain
a voucher. The food will be delivered to your home. You can
have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food, and help in other
ways, if your problems need to be referred to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev
Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day
of the food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney, from
5.30pm-7pm and Fridays in Lydd.
There are collections points in most supermarkets, and
churches the most useful items at present are tinned fruit,
washing tablets, tinned ham, shower jel and custard. They
DO NOT need cereals, pasta, beans or soup.
Brookland, St Augustine. There will be an evensong at
6.30pm on Sunday, October 10th.
There is a book swap within the church, and a table of
produce and bits and bobs in the church porch. Do feel free to
browse and support the church.
Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
There is a service every Sunday, at 10am. The harvest
service will be on Sunday, September 26th at 10am. Rev John
is also starting a series of bible studies on the minor prophets
in the autumn. Some in person, and a repeat on zoom. If
interested ring John on 01303 980027.
The joint harvest supper, for Dymchurch, Newchurch and
Burmarsh will be at Newchurch on Saturday, October 16th.
More details later.
Fairfield, St Thomas. There will be a service at 10am on
October 3rd.
Greatstone, St Peters.
Service every Sunday, at 10.30am. The new hall is now
opening for community use. If you would like to book the hall
for any reason ring Carole Comber on 01797 367597.The
monthly Craft Fairs have begun on first Saturday in the
month, from 10am onwards, so the next one will be on
October 2nd.
Hythe, St LeonardsAs the Looker is now distributed in
Hythe, we have been asked to advertise the services.
There is a weekly service at 9.30am, and 6.30pm on
Sundays. Both services are live streamed and can be
accessed from the website www.slhk.org and following the
menu. There is an interregnum (a time without a priest) at the
moment, but the post is being advertised.
St Michael’s Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. There is
a service every Sunday morning at 11am. The Community
Coffee mornings have resumed and are held on the first and

third Friday of each month, from 10am-noon. So the next one
will be on October 1st.
Lydd, All Saints. Regular services now take place each
Sunday at 10.30am, and there is a midweek communion on
Thursday mornings at 9.30am. The church warden is now
Mike Botton, who can be contacted on 01797 321615.
Newchurch. St Peter and Paul. Services are now held on
the first and third Sundays of each month at 9am, so the next
one will be on October 3rd. The Parish Harvest Supper for
Newchurch, Dymchurch and Burmarsh will be on Saturday,
October 16th at 6.30pm.
New Romney, St Nicholas. Services at 11am each Sunday.
Some morning worship, and some Holy Communion.
The church is recommencing craft fairs on the 3rd Saturday of
the month in October, so the first one will be on Saturday,
October, 16th from 10am.
Romney Marsh Community Church. There is a service
every Sunday, now at 10.30am, and the service as it takes
place is recorded, for anyone who would like to view it after
the service. There is no pre-prepared service on YouTube
now. The congregation are delighted to worship normally and
have fellowship after the service albeit still with social
distancing in mind. Singing with masks takes place.
Refreshments have been served, with encouragement not to
meet in bunches. Nearly all of the church congregation feel
confident to return to worship.
Discipleship groups are now functioning in homes, and the
Toddler group has recommenced.
October will see the beginning of the routine Sunday Club
work for children, and a crèche for preschool children, during
the morning service. The crèche children will have simple
activities to do, on the same subject as the older children. All
helpers have been police checked, and attended courses on
safe guarding of children and vulnerable adults.
If you have any queries, or would like some help in any way,
ring the church office on 01797 366855.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints. There is a service in the church
every Sunday morning at 10.30am. On October 3rd, there will
be a harvest service, followed by an indoor picnic lunch, bring
your own, and there will a social time and a raffle!
Wednesday, October 20th 10am, coffee morning. All invited to
come along and support church funds.
Snagate, St DunstansHarvest Service at October 3rd at 6pm.
The next regular service will be a HC on Sunday, October 10th
at 9am. Refreshments have been re-introduced after the
service, which has been a blessing. Like the old school
parties, you are asked to bring your own cup!
Church chuckle. An old cockney lady was a recent convert
in an Anglican church. At her first communion service, after
being confirmed, the priest was reading the liturgy, which said
“Drink ye all of this….” When she was given the chalice of
wine that is exactly what she did!
Dr Robert Runcie.
Wit and Wisdom. Some people make the world more
special, just by being in it.




