
The historic tradition of the
Cinque Ports Speakers day
took place on Saturday 2nd
October.

The tradition that has been
going on for hundreds of years,
is seen as a great honour, with
members taking it in turn to
become the official
confederation speaker for a
year.

Although mostly a ceremonial
role, it reminds the people from
within the district, that once our
part of England was vital for
the defence of the realm and

invading forces from the
continent with France being the
main threat (no change there
then!)

The Right Worshipful Mayor of
New Romney and current
Speaker of the Cinque Ports,
Councillor Paul Thomas
welcomed The Confederation
of Cinque Ports members and
guests to the annual Speakers
Day. Cllr Thomas welcomed
visiting Mayors from the other
Cinque Ports, Ancient Towns
and Limbs to this annual event.
They were joined by many

distinguished guests including
The Deputy Constable of
Dover, Brigadier Peter J Rowell
(representing the Lord
Warden), The Lord Lieutenant
of Kent, Lady Colgraine
(accompanied by Lord
Colgraine), The Lord
Lieutenant of East Sussex,
Andrew Blackman, The High
Sheriff of Kent, John Weir and
the recently appointed
Admiralty Judge, Sir Nigel
Teare.

The planned parade through
New Romney High Street was
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Police urge
victims to
come forward
after Everard
murderer gets
a full life term
in prison
Wayne Couzens, the Met
police officer who pleaded
guilty to the murder of Sarah
Everard, will face a whole life
sentence after also admitting
rape and kidnap of the 33-
year-old had previously
worked within our district.

He was working as a traffic
officer with Kent Police in
Folkestone by 2008 before
joining the Civil Nuclear
Constabulary and worked at
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the Dungeness Nuclear Power station
and other nuclear sites before joining
the Metropolitan police.

The serving Metropolitan Police officer
who kidnapped, raped and murdered
marketing executive Sarah Everard
was sentenced at the Old Bailey in
London last Thursday.
The jury heard how Couzens, having
finished a 12-hour shift at the
American embassy that morning,
drove Ms Everard to a secluded rural
area near Dover in Kent, where he
parked up and raped her.

Couzens burned her body in a
refrigerator in an area of woodland he
owned in Hoads Wood, near Ashford,
before dumping the remains in a
nearby pond.

The attack shocked the whole country,
when it was reported earlier this year
and when the victim’s body was
discovered within our part of Kent. It
was not long before people started to
remember Couzens from his time at
Dungeness. One person who said he
enjoyed a drink after work at the New
Inn in New Romney posted online that
she always felt he was always very
sleazy and suggestive, whenever she
saw him.
Other people posted on social Media
that he was also seen as a regular
drinker in Lydd pubs.

With the metropolitan police coming
under increasing pressure to ensure
that this really is a one off case and
after calls for the police commissioner,
Cressida Dick, to resign over the
matter. Police are keen to hear of any
other occasions that Couzens could
have potentially assaulted someone.

Couzens, 48, has pleaded guilty to the
charges against him and faces life in
prison following the harrowing murder
that rocked the nation and sparked
fresh calls for tougher police action on
violence against women.

At the beginning of Couzens’s two-
day sentence hearing on last
Wednesday, the court heard how the
married father-of-two used his
Metropolitan Police-issue warrant and
handcuffs to snatch Ms Everard, 33,
off a dark street in south London on 3
March as she walked home from a
friend’s house in Clapham, south
London.

He was arrested at his home in Deal,
Kent, after police connected him to a
hire car he used to abduct Ms
Everard, whose remains were found
by police dogs on March 10.

Couzens was sacked from the force
after he pleaded guilty in July to her
kidnap, rape and murder. On
Wednesday, Ms Everard’s parents
and sister condemned her killer as a

“monster” as he sat quaking in the
dock of the Old Bailey with his head
bowed for the start of his sentencing.

Reading a statement to the court, Ms
Everard’s mother, Susan Everard said
her daughter “spent her last hours on
Earth with the very worst of humanity.”

“She lost her life because Wayne
Couzens wanted to satisfy his
perverted desires,” she said.

In July, it emerged that Couzens had
been accused six years earlier of
indecent exposure. The Independent
Office for Police Conduct launched an
investigation into whether or not Kent
Police handled the incident properly.

He was also accused of indecent

exposure in south London just days
before he would go on to murder Ms
Everard.

The court heard how Couzens hired a
car and bought a roll of self-adhesive
film advertised as a carpet protector in
the days prior to the murder.

Couzens was accused of exposing
himself in front of a woman at a fast
food restaurant in south London on 28
February. The incident was recorded
on CCTV and reported to the Met
Police by restaurant staff that night. At
the time, Couzens had been working
as a diplomatic protection officer in a
Westminster-based unit in the Met
which protects high-profile individuals
and buildings in London. He had been
primarily guarding embassies.
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cancelled due to bad weather. Mayors and guests
assembled at the Scout HQ in Church Lane, followed by a
short procession to St Nicholas Church. The procession
was led by standard bearers from the British Legion, 1st
New Romney Brownies and 1st New Romney Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers. The Mayoral party was led by
Admiralty Sergeant Jon Bartholomew, the Admiralty Cadets,
the Mayors Cadet and for the first time, two Mayors Scouts.
Processional music was provided by the East Kent Pipers.

Mayors and distinguished guests were greeted at the St
Nicholas Church by the Mayors Chaplain, the Right
Reverend John Richardson and the Chaplain to the Lord
Warden, the Right Reverend Trevor Wilmot (former Bishop
of Dover). The service featured traditional hymns, including

the Cinque ports Hymn “Honoured in our Island’s Story” and
an address by The Right Reverend Trevor Wilmot.

After the service, The Speaker thanked the British Legion,
Sea Cadets, Brownies, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers for taking part in the service. He also thanked the
organist, Jessie, the St Nicholas Church Choir and Church
Wardens for their support and preparation of the church.

After formal photographs, taken by Susan Pilcher, Mayors
‘disrobed’ and joined The Speaker and his distinguished
guests at a formal luncheon held at Littlestone Golf Club.

Mayor and Speaker Paul Thomas said “It is a great honour
to be Mayor of New Romney and to be the 664th Speaker of
the Cinque Ports. Despite the weather, Speakers Day has
been a great success and it was a real privilege to lead this
annual event, that was so well supported by our
distinguished guests, youth organisations and the church”.

Couzens worked at Dungeness Power Plant for the Nuclear Police



Town’s new cinema
opens with a bang!

Empty Seats were soon filled up last Friday when the long
awaited new cinema, finally opened its doors to the paying
public. The Cinemarsh cinema in New Romney could not
have had a better film to debut, that the equally long awaited
film, James Bond’s, ‘No Time to Die’.

A crowd of specially invited guests sat down to the block
buster at the new ‘picture house’. Jason Mahoney the
centres manager, told The Looker: “It really is a relief to
finally get the doors open to this new community led
venture. The planned opening fell right at the beginning of
the first lockdown and with the limited seating of only 46,
having to social distance meant that it would not have been
viable to open any sooner.”

The two hour blockbuster is showing for two weeks and
already bookings are looking very brisk.

Mr Mahoney said: "We're excited and nervous. Since the
leisure centre re-opened earlier this year the most popular

question has been about when the cinema will open. So we
hope the demand is there."

The cinema will be open every day, and show around 20
screenings a week, which will include a mix of blockbuster
movies and indie films. The cinema has a foyer and toilets,
all waiting to be used for the first time.

Although the programme is still being finalised, upcoming
showings include Dune, The Eternals, Last Night in Soho
and French Dispatch, as well as the latest Bond.

Tickets will cost £8 for adults, £7 for concessions and
students, and £6.50 for leisure centre members and
children.

Mr Mahoney said: "We don't just want to go for the biggest
films. We want a balance.We'll see what works over the next
couple of months and want people want.The secret is to get
people to come back. We hope our selection of films will
draw people in. Plus we're on the doorstep so that will
encourage people to come and maybe introduce them to
different genres. In terms of what is coming up, Dune is
coming out soon, plus a new Wes Anderson film. We're
excited about that."

01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW
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Another issue of The Looker and as normal as I st

The past two weeks has been an interesting time, lots of
local political parties are starting to choose their candidates
for the next district elections in May 2023. That might seem
like a long time away, and they say a week is a long time in
politics. But realistically its not that far away at all.
I was given the option to stand again, but as a
representative of the Conservative Party. Well anyone who
knows me will tell you that I was a member of this party
when I first stood on the District Council nearly 10 years
ago.
When I chose to stand as an Independent, many people
said I was wasting my time and that no Independent has
ever been elected for the Marsh.
My problem is I really am very passionate about the district
that I live in, I have always thought that the Marsh was
under represented and I promised to do my best for the
district but more importantly, give some support for my
home town.
Many people do not care too much about local politics and
tend to back a national party, I have always said that a
local district should be run by local people who are in touch
with what local people want. Not be dictated by
Westminster!
I think I have done a pretty good job for The Marsh and
also represented the District, as Cabinet member for
Districts Economic Development.
Who knew when I was elected a year on we would face a
pandemic, that would put the council and its officers under
so much pressure? I can honestly say no matter what your
party, our council not only dealt with the pandemic, but

managed to excel in supporting local businesses and
distributing grants to thousands of people whose
companies were hit by the Covid restrictions.
I also helped secure a £3 million pound High Street
regeneration grant, to help existing business improve their
high street shops. And probably one of my biggest
achievements was getting the new Business Hub planned
and built down Mountfield Road, and I played my part with
supporting the council in a multi million pound investment
into the new business estate also at Mountfield Road.
So I was wondering, if I wanted to roll the dice again and
stand for a second term, after a lot of head scratching, not
only have I decided to stand, but looking for some other
people who care for their own town or village to stand with
me. The thinking is simple, in numbers you gain strength!
I am already the leader of the Folkestone and Hythe
Independent Party, and already have a number of
candidates for some other local wards, but would love to
hear from anyone else either would like to stand, or help
out. We have a website called www.fhip.co.uk and our
membership is growing.
You do not have to have any experience and we are not
worried about your own national politics, our aim is to build
a better district, using local knowledge and passion. We
won’t be making any promises we cannot keep and I hope
all the candidates will follow me with one promise…. We
Will Do Our Best!
If you are interested in joining us, contact me firstly by
email: david@thelooker.co.uk
Our first step will be a casual group meeting, where we
explain what we want to achieve along with individual goals
for each ward.
I have been doing my best with The Looker for the past 11
years and hope our readers will back us when it comes to
trying to build a better district.
All the best.
David.

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 284

Cinemarsh Manager Jason Mahoney
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Computer Maintenance
and Repair

by Local People
Having problems with your IT?

Computer not working as it used to? If your computer is running slow,or even if it seems dead....
We can help!

ContactThe Computer People Now fora Free,No ObligationQuotation

Church Approach, New Romney,Kent,TN28 8AS

Shop: 01797363385Ali: 07802470675Dave: 07970804060

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk
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CINQUE PORTS ARMS NEW ROMNEY CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU

Starters
. . . . .

Ardennes Pate - Served with a local chutney and a malted crusty baguette
. . . . .

French Brie Wedges Coated in Rosemary & Garlic Crumb - Served with a salad garnish
& cranberry sauce

. . . . .

Homemade French Onion Soup - Topped with cheese & garlic croutons
. . . . .

Traditional Prawn Cocktail - Served with a malted crusty baguette

Mains
. . . . .

ROAST TURKEY or ROAST BEEF - Served with traditional winter
vegetables, pigs in blankets, Yorkshire pudding, stuffing, homemade gravy

and cranberry sauce or horseradish
. . . . .

CHAR-GRILLED STEAK - Served with tomatoes, mushrooms, peas
and french fries

. . . . .

PAN SEARED SALMON - Served with traditional winter vegetables,
buttered new potatoes and a béarnaise sauce

. . . . .

HOMEMADE CHEDDAR, MUSHROOM, SPINACH & BUTTERNUT
SQUASH PARCEL - Served with traditional winter vegetables and

homemade vegetarian gravy

Traditional Winter Vegetables = Roast Potatoes, Braised Red Cabbage,
Honey Glazed Parsnips, Brussel Sprouts and Carrots

Finished off with a choice from selection of desserts
including your Christmas favourites.

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 15TH NOVEMBER TO 23RD
DECEMBER 2021 - 3 COURSES - £26pp

Booking and pre order only

Please speak to a member of the team or contact us on 01797 361894

Why does the rest
of the country have
fuel… apart from
the South East?
People across our district are puzzled
as to why the South East and in
particular Fuel stations across
Romney Marsh and Hythe are
struggling to get fuel delivered.
The reasons given seem puzzling,
some people state that its because of
Brexit? Well we did not have issues
getting fuel a month ago, and
overseas drivers would have had to
depart our shores months ago (also if
that was the case, why do Holland
France and Italy have the same
problems?)
We are told that there is plenty of fuel
in the depots, but it’s just a supply
issue? So what is different now to two
months ago, when traditionally our fuel
usage is at its highest, with people
travelling out on day trips and UK
based staycations?

But what is really confusing, is that
most of the country no longer has
issues with fuel? So even though the
rest of the country is getting along just
fine, petrol supplies are still not getting
to London and south-east England,
with more than a quarter of forecourts
still dry, retailers have said.

The Petrol Retailers Association (PRA)
said it hoped the Army driving tankers
would help increase fuel deliveries.
But it said the "crisis is virtually at an
end" in Scotland, Wales, the North and
Midlands. Prime Minister Boris
Johnson earlier did not rule out supply
chain problems continuing until
Christmas.

The Looker has to deliver the
thousands of papers to our distributors
and luckily had a full tank in our
delivery van. But after driving nearly
300 miles in a week, when I went to fill
it up on Monday morning, I was
shocked to find that at 4.30 in the
morning the Tesco’s garage in Ashford
still had a queue of over 100 cars!

The government announced that the
military would start to deliver petrol to
UK garages from Monday last week.
At the Conservative conference, Boris
Johnson said : “The UK is in period of
adjustment after Brexit”.

Mr Madderson who is chairman of the
Petrol Retailers association, which
represents nearly 5,500 of the UK's
8,000 filling stations, was
"disappointed that no concerted action
is being taken to address the supply
problems" in the South East.

Filling stations need to get more
information ahead of time about
deliveries, he said. However, in the
North there was a "plentiful supply at
filling stations" and little queuing.

Mr Madderson added he hoped the
army being deployed "will help to
increase fuel deliveries".

Last week, military personnel became
available for hauliers to use, with more
than 65 drivers available initially and
there are plans for 200 members of
the army to be deployed in total,
including 100 drivers.

A government spokesman said:
"Stocks in London and the South of
England have been recovering at
slightly slower rates than other parts of
the UK, so we have begun deploying
military personnel to boost supply in
these areas."

"More than half of those who have
completed training to make fuel
deliveries are being deployed to
terminals serving London and the
South-East of England."
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Lydd in Bloom 2021
The 2021 Lydd in Bloom
presentation evening was held
on Monday 27th September in the
Council Chamber at the Guild
Hall, Lydd where prizes and
certificates were awarded to this
year’s competition winners.

This was the first presentation
evening held in the Guild Hall
since Lydd in Lights which was
held in December 2019, so it was
lovely to welcome everyone to
the event.

All the green fingered prize winners were presented with a
certificate and a gift voucher
for Garden Gems plant
nursery and garden centre.

The Lydd in Bloom gardens
were preliminary judged by
members of Lydd Town
Council who were allocated
an area to cover and the final
judges were the Town Mayor,
Cllr Martin Sweeney, the
Deputy Mayor Cllr Bob Jones
assisted by Mrs Jean Jones
and Mr Roger Hooper, Chairman of the Lydd Allotments
Association who selected the winners from the shortlists.

The presentation evening was chaired by the Mayor of
Lydd who welcomed everyone to
the presentation evening and
congratulated the winners on
their efforts in creating such
lovely garden displays. The gift
vouchers and certificates were
presented by the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor and Roger
Hooper.

The Mayor of Lydd, Martin
Sweeney would like to express
his thanks and extend his
congratulations to all the winners
of this year’s competition and
thank Cllr Mrs Jean Jones, and
Mr Roger Hooper of the Lydd
Allotments Association for their

hard work with the judging of the competition.

The winning displays were as follows:

Town – tubs, troughs and baskets
3rd prize £15 voucher 58 Sycamore

Close
2nd prize £25 voucher 8 Vinelands
1st prize £35 voucher Star Cottage 18

Station Road

Coast – tubs, troughs and baskets
3rd prize £15 voucher 16 Prior Road
2nd prize £25 voucher 6 Toby Road
1st prize £35 voucher 77 Leonard Road

Town – gardens
3rd prize £15 voucher 31 Sycamore

Close

2nd prize £25 voucher 96 High Street

1st prize £35 voucher 85 Manor Road

Coast – gardens
3rd prize £15 voucher 126 Leonard Road

2nd prize £25 voucher 7 Lade Fort

1st prize £35 voucher 79 Leonard Road

Businesses
3rd prize £15 voucher Royal Oak

2nd prize £25 voucher Brew 32

1st prize £35 voucher Dolphin

Allotment Plot
1st prize £35 voucher Plot 18/19 C&D

Overall winner
85 Manor Road £60 voucher

Each year the Lydd in Bloom rose bowl is presented to the
overall winner of the Lydd in Bloom competition and this
year Lydd Town Council has introduced a cup for the best
well-tended and
productive allotment
plot. Both these
trophies are held by the
winners for one year
until the next
competition takes place.

In 2013 the Allotment
Association
Management Team was
granted self-
management of Lydd Allotments. The then Chairman of
the Allotment Association was passionate about the
allotments and determined to achieve his aim of self-
management. Sadly, he passed away too soon after he
had reached his goal but Roger Hooper, who has the best
collection of flowery shirts in Lydd has continued on the
excellent work.

It was Barry Arter who was the Chairman of the Allotments
Association at that time and pioneered for self-
management and it is in his memory and honour that Lydd
Town Council introduced the Barry Arter Cup for the best
allotment plot.

Our new Mayoress, Mrs Tracey Sweeney presented the
cup to the winner Mr Quinney of Plot 18/19 C&D
which was very fitting as Tracey is the daughter of Barry
Arter.

The overall winner of Lydd in Bloom 2021 was 85 Manor
Road and the garden was nominated by many residents
who enjoy admiring the display and the hard work of the
property owner. Along with the prize for best town garden
of a £35 voucher the winning overall prize is a £60 voucher
and the privilege of holding the Lydd in Bloom rose bowl for
a year.

The Mayor of Lydd would like to thank all the residents who
had such beautiful displays.

The planting schemes bring a wide range of benefits which
include improving the local environment and attract bees
and butterflies to the gardens of our parish.

Clubs, community groups, schools, and early years

World Clean Up Day
Saturday 18th
September.
How DidWe Do?
This was for us, our area and our planet a very successful
twenty four hours

As I said in my previous article World Cleanup Day is the
world’s largest one-day civic action rolled out over 24 hours,
it engages more than 180 countries to tackle the global waste
crisis. World Cleanup Day is not just about cleanups. It's a
strong and unique network of likeminded doers who share
the vision of a waste-free world and believe that together we
can clean up our world.

Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh joined the other
estimated 50 million people right across the globe for this
years World Cleanup Day on Saturday 18th September.

We as in past years did our bit, by organizing litter picks /
beach cleans right across our area.

With 11 meeting points so people could join in local to where
they live, plus individuals out and about doing what we do
best helping with this mammoth cleanup from Dungeness to
Folkestone, 81 volunteers took part in this massive cleaning
up, having pride and love in where they live, filling an
incredible 104 bags with discarded litter. Top of the long list
of items picked up were cigarette butts closely followed by

convenience takeaway food packaging, plastic bottles and
drinks cans.

This years World Wide event began in New Zealand and
traveled around the world before ending in Hawaii with us
joining in somewhere in between at 9-30 gmt. We added to
the estimated 50 million other people from right across the
globe, who are passionate about making that change for a
cleaner world, out picking up litter making it a better place for
us all to live. There no Planet plan B so we have to look after
this one, if you’ve ever thought "someone should do
something about that" us eighty one volunteers did by joining
the other passionate groups of people that we share earth
with, after all it is our home.

Afterwards we had good numbers join us at the Dunes Rd
Car park opposite The Jolly Fisherman Pub for refreshments
and cake, it was great to catch up and hear their mornings
achievements. A BIG thank you to all that took part

If you would like to join our group and help keep our area
litter free, please email me at Litterpickingwatch@icloud.com

Thank you, Eric
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site

FirmagerFuneral Service
“A friendly voice at a difficult time”

• 24hour service

• Prepaid funeral plans

• HomeVisits

• Eco Funerals available

• Private Chapelsof Rest

• MonumentalMason

OwenHouse,Fairfield Road,
NewRomney,Kent,TN288HS
We are locatedonthesiteofRomneyGlass.

Plenty ofparkingavailable.

TospeaktoHelen andAshley
Telephone: 01797369277

firmagerfuneralservice@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

This week the Department for Transport took
decisive action to take over control of the South
Eastern railway franchise. This decision is no
reflection on the professionalism or dedication of
the front-line staff at South Eastern, who have
worked hard to continue to serve their customer’s
needs during the pandemic. Also, this decision by
the government will not have a detrimental impact
on passenger services or ticket prices, and nor
will it affect the jobs of members of the frontline
staff. The reason this decision has been made is
because of a breakdown in trust between the
Department for Transport and senior
management at South Eastern.

In order to ensure the rail industry had been able
to stem the worst of the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on the sector, the government provided
an unparalleled level of support to the industry,
entrusting nearly £13billion of taxpayers’ money
to secure the continuation of passenger services
and protect frontline jobs. Given the level of
support, it is essential that the Department can
trust its partners. The South Eastern railway
management had broken this trust, by failing to
report over £25million of historic franchise
payments due to be repaid to the government.
This money has now been recovered, but it is
possible that further investigations into other
historic contract issues may identify other monies
that are owed. It is essential that there is public
trust in operators, who should work tirelessly for
the interests of passengers and taxpayers. Whilst
the government is running the railway as the
operator of last resort, careful consideration
needs to be given to the future of the railways in
the South Eastern region. In particular I believe
we should look at the model used in London,
whereby private contractors work for a single
public authority, like Transport for London, which
oversees the routes and services provided.

Over the past week most drivers have been
affected by the shortages of petrol and diesel at
local filling stations. It is inevitable that whenever
there are concerns raised about the level of
supplies, that motorists' first instinct is to fill up
their vehicle to ensure they have the fuel they
need for necessary journeys they know they will
have to make. This, of course, puts further
pressure on supplies. To ease this pressure the
government has decided to bring in the armed
forces to help support the delivery of supplies to
filling stations, and to enable the operating
companies to work together to target deliveries
where they are needed most. The Home Office
has also agreed to grant more temporary visas so
that more HGV drivers from outside of the UK
can come here to take up vacancies at the
delivery companies. These measures appear to
be having a positive impact and the pressure on
the supply of petrol and diesel is now easing. We
need to do all that we can to ensure that the
deliveries continue to get through to where they
are required.

County Council Help out
Young People
Grants of up to £8,000 available for activities to help
children and young people reconnect with their pre-
pandemic lives.

Clubs, community groups, schools, and early years
settings are being invited to apply for funding to provide
extra activities that will help children and young people
reconnect to their pre-pandemic lives.

The funding is being made available through the Kent
County Council-led Reconnect: Kent Children and Young
People programme and can be used for activities, events
or local projects that address gaps in learning missed,
promote health and happiness, encourage the take-up of
sports or other outdoor activities, help children and young
people reconnect with friends, family or communities or
generate more work-related opportunities.

Sue Chandler, Cabinet Member for Integrated Children’s
Services, said: “We’re delighted to be able to open up this
latest round of funding so that more children and young
people can take part in activities that will help them get
back to doing the things they love or trying new pursuits.

“In the summer, thousands of children and young people
were able to enjoy activities provided by local clubs and
community groups and funded by Reconnect grants.
Feedback from young people about these activities was so
positive and we would really encourage local community
organisations, schools, and early years settings to take full
advantage of this funding to reach even more children and
young people in the county.”

Amounts of up to £2,000 are available to small groups and
organisations, schools, and early years settings to run
local projects or events, while larger community
organisations can apply for up to £8,000.

Young people can also apply for up to £2,000 to run their
own projects or events, if they are supported by a youth
hub or youth organisation.

The activities need to be inclusive and provide equal
access to all children and young people between now and
the end of August 2022. Full details of the application
process, funding criteria and the online form to apply are
available on the Reconnect website.

Funding applications will be decided by the 12 Local
Children’s Partnership Group (LCPG).

The closing date for applications is Sunday, October 24.

Up Coming Films



Marsh Pensioner
Duped by Scam

And urges,
“If you’re not sure, Dial 159”

POLICE have issued a warning to residents after reports
across the district relating to PayPal issues resulting in
losses of thousands of pounds from vulnerable people.
This is a nationwide problem, but happens more and more
to people in rural locations.

Police said a new service (159) has been developed and is
currently being piloted by a range of banks and telephone
companies across the UK in order to combat the increasing
levels of fraud in the UK.

On one occasion, a New Romney resident received a call
from an individual purporting to be from Carphone
Warehouse, encouraging them to enter into a new contract
for a brand-new phone and tablet device.

When the victim received wrong items, they arranged to
return them to an address provided by the fraudster on two
different occasions, until they grew suspicious.

As they contacted Carphone Warehouse to alert them to the
fact they had returned the device, the company had no
knowledge of any such request but did confirm that a new
contract had been set up in their name.

However, the victim was charged approximately £245 in the
process.

Police also advised people to be careful while transferring
money to strangers via PayPal.

Local residents lost over £3,800 in just two weeks
(September 23 to October 5) in 14 reports relating to PayPal
issues.

A spokesperson for police spokesperson said: “If you are
purchasing items from someone unknown to you and they
request payment via PayPal, then please be aware that
there is an option to select ‘paying for goods or services’.

“This essentially means that the seller has to pay a nominal
fee to receive the money. In doing so, this is likely to result
in ensuring that the seller is genuine, and is also covered by
PayPal’s protection policy – meaning you may be liable to a
refund if it has deemed that fraudulent activity has
occurred.”

Police said the new fraud reporting service (159) works very
much in the same way as 101 does with the police and 111
for the NHS – it ensures that you are protected against
possible fraudsters attempting to gain access to personal
information or financial information such as bank details.

“You can call 159 if someone contacts you saying they’re
from your bank – even if they are not suspicious; or you
receive a call asking you to transfer money or make a
payment – even if it seems genuine; or you receive a call
about a financial matter and it seems suspicious.

“Remember, 159 will never call you.”

“The service, which includes the likes of Barclays, Lloyds
(inc. Halifax and Bank of Scotland), Natwest (incl. Royal
Bank of Scotland and Ulster Bank) as well as Santander
and Starling Bank, allows people to contact their
participating bank directly if they think they are being
scammed.”

Police have also advised residents not to provide personal
or banking details over the phone to someone who you
have received a cold-call from, even if they suggest they are
from a well-recognised retailer, bank or even the police.

“Those organisations will never ask you for your banking or
debit/credit card details.

“Reputable and genuine companies will not be offended by
you wanting to verify that they are who they say they are;
however ensure that the number you hold for that company
or have has come from a reputable source, not one that the
fraudsters may have given you over the phone.

“If you’re suspicious about the phone call, we would advise
you to hang up and then contact the retailer directly to
check it is a genuine. Wait 15 minutes before doing so, just
in case the fraudsters have kept your line open.”
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

SHOP’S BIG BILL FOR
ILLEGALWORK
Illegal work to a listed building in Hythe has cost a tenant
more than £2,000.

Folkestone Magistrates’ Court heard on 20th September
that the original Victorian window and surrounds at 31-33
High Street were replaced with a black aluminium
shopfront with standard rectangular glazing.

The work was carried out between July 2018 and October
2020, and the defendant submitted retrospective
applications for planning permission and listed building
consent to Folkestone & Hythe District Council in January
2021.

Both were rejected, with the council saying that the
replacement windows had a negative impact on the Grade
II listed property and detracted from the historic character
of the surrounding area.

G&S Enterprise Ltd were found guilty of an offence
contrary to the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990. They were ordered to pay
a fine of £2,000, a victim surcharge of £170 and costs of
£180, totalling £2,350.

F&HDC’s Cabinet Member for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste and Building Control Cllr Stuart Peall
said: “Thankfully prosecutions like this are rare, but this
case proves that we take the flouting of planning
regulations – especially where a listed building is
concerned – very seriously.”

Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.co.uk
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF
OUR LADY & ST JOSEPH, FOLKESTONE

https://catholic-folkestone.blogspot.com
✠ Our Lady, Help of Christians& St Aloysius ✠ St JosephʼsChurch
41Guildhall Street, FolkestoneCT201EF 2Ashley Avenue, Cheriton CT194PX

Serving theformerparishesofFolkestone,FolkestoneWest andCheriton

✠ JOURNEY IN FAITH/RCIA (RITE OF
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULT)

- Are you a Baptised non-confirmed Catholic?

- Are you a Baptised non-Catholic?

- Are you thinking about converting to the
Catholic faith?

- Are you a Catholic who wants to know more
about the faith?

This is something you can do and encourage
others to do too. The new group will start after
half-term on Monday 1st November, meeting in
the evenings, and we will link classes to the
school calendar year and term time only.

Please call or get in touch with Fr Alex Saba on
01303 252823 or folkestone@rcaos.org.uk or
speak to Fr Alex after Mass or make an
appointment at the Catholic Presbytery at
Guildhall Street and he will tell all you wish to
know about becoming a Catholic or learning
more about the Catholic faith. The enrolment
starts now and will conclude on Friday 29th
October.

✠ FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION - if you have seriously taken up
the commitment you and your child’s
Godparents made on the day your child was
baptised, the child will be familiar with Mass,
maybe children’s liturgy, and will understand at
least something about prayer. Whether you have
enrolled your child in a Catholic school or in a
non-Catholic school, your regular attendance at
Mass will help judge your child’s readiness for
the preparation before the celebration of the
First Sacrament of Reconciliation, First
Confession and First Holy Communion. Thus, the
Catholic Church in England and Wales suggests
that from year 3 upward, any baptised child who
reaches the age of 8yrs can enrol for the
preparation of these two sacraments of
initiation.

Contact Fr Alex on 01303 253824 or
email folkestone@rcaos.org.uk to arrange an
appointment to discuss your child’s
arrangements to enrol for First Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion. More information
about Baptism and First Reconciliation, First
Confession and First Holy Communion is
available on the Parish website at

http://catholic-folkestone.blogspot.com under
the Sacramental Preparation tab.

✠ CONFIRMATION – are you in Year 8 or above
and not yet confirmed? Do you have a child,
grandchild or godchild in Year 8 or above who has
not yet received the Sacrament of
Confirmation? Then now is the time to prepare for
confirmation.

Please contact Fr Alex on 01303 252823 or
email folkestone@rcaos.org.uk or speak to him
after Mass to learn and find out what you need to
do to help you or your child to be confirmed. Again,
anyone who is interested, you must let Fr Alex
know before the end of half-term week on Friday
29th October.

� � � � �
We have Weekday Mass at Our Lady, Help of
Christians on Guildhall Street, Folkestone every day
at 9.00am on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday. On Wednesday, Mass is at 10,00am.

Saturday Morning Mass is at 10.00am at Our Lady,
Help of Christians and St Aloysius on the first and
third Saturday of the month. On the second, fourth
[and fifth if available] Saturday of the month,
Saturday morning Mass is held at St Joseph’s in
Cheriton.

The 9.00am Sunday Mass is at St Joseph’s in
Cheriton on the first and third Sunday of the
month. On the second, fourth [and fifth if
available] Sunday of the month, the 9.00am
Sunday Mass is held at Our Lady, Help of Christians
and St Aloysius.

Every Sunday, the 11.00am Sunday Mass is held at
Our Lady, Help of Christians and St Aloysius.

� � � � �

If you live on the Romney Marsh or in Hythe,
please contact Fr Jim Teeling on 01303 773101

or visit virginmotherofgoodcounsel.com

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery and Parish Office:
41 Guildhall Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1EF

Tel: 01303 252823 e-mail: folkestone@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Mr Dylan Jeffrey BA, PGCE, MSc

Clergy
Parish Priest: Fr Alex Saba MA, MSLR, MCL, JCL

Priest: Fr Francis Capener MA

Deacon: Rev. Dr Gehad Homsey MB, BCh
01303 253601 & 07917 134250

Interviewwith The
Looker: Cllr David Monk,
Folkestone and Hythe
District Council (part 2)
What contribution will Otterpool Park make to the
annual number of 738 homes that the council is
required by central government to build?
Otterpool Park is planned to deliver approximately half of
the homes we are required to provide, within a properly
planned new community. There is allocation in the Local
Plan for 10,000 homes over 30 years.
How many new homes are planned for Phase One?
There will be around 1,900 homes in the first phase of the
development.

Will all the new homes meet the net zero carbon
objective?
Otterpool Park’s master developer will be required to meet
the council’s charter for Otterpool Park and work towards
the council’s own policy of achieving zero carbon by 2030.
As a first step, they have already committed to having all
homes electrically powered thus avoiding the need for gas
boilers.
Certain sustainability targets are already in place including a
commitment to a standard of 50% green space.
The ambition is to ensure that people use their cars less, by
investing in more sustainable ways of getting around -
walking, cycling and public transport.
20% biodiversity gain across the site is another important
target and exceeds the current Government target.
Will there be a range of different types of housing?
Yes - part of helping to establish a rich and diverse new
community is to provide a mixture of homes, made up of
different sizes and types, from smaller flats to larger family
homes.

What proportion of the homes built will be affordable?
Working within the council’s planning policy, there will be
22% affordable homes. There will be different types of
affordable homes, including affordable rent, the intermediate
rent products, as well as shared ownership.
Can we be certain that contractors will build housing of
sufficient quality?
A design code along with other planning controls will ensure
that only high quality homes can be built. As the landowner
the council can also impose contractual obligations upon
housebuilders to ensure that standards are met.

Will there be any serviced self-build plots made
available?
Yes, there will be self- and custom- build plots in all phases
of the development. Part of the ambition is to make self-
build achievable to more people.
What provision are you making to house key workers
such as those working in healthcare and social care?
There will be a variety of homes for key workers including
affordable homes of all types.
What provision for leisure activities do you envisage at
Otterpool Park?
There will be a whole range of leisure opportunities across
Otterpool Park. The new town will have extensive walking
and cycling routes, plus there will be indoor and outdoor
sporting facilities. Phase one plans include a large park with
playing fields, a cricket pitch and possibly even the
opportunity for open water swimming.
Is Otterpool Park being designed with a healthy lifestyle
at its heart?
As a new garden community, Otterpool Park works to the
Garden City Principles, one of which is around creating
healthy communities. So absolutely, health and wellbeing
considerations have shaped the design of the development.
This includes large amounts of green space, facilities within
a ten-minute walk or bike ride from people’s homes,
provision of diverse leisure opportunities and even the way
the homes are designed.
Do you plan to build any new schools there?
The plan includes up to eight primary schools, two of which
are proposed as part of the first phase.
The first secondary school will likely be triggered around the
delivery of 2,000 – 3,000 homes.
Can you guarantee that there will be a doctor’s surgery
at Otterpool Park?
We have committed to building a new surgery as part of the
first phase of the scheme. This will be available for use from
the day the first resident moves in.

Advertisement

Brockhill Park Has
Done It Again
By Jan Holben
Brockhill Park is one of my favourite
parks to visit – you can walk straight
down to the lake and sit watching the
ducks calmly floating around, or you
can take a picnic with the family and
just sit and chat – there is a play area
for children too. And very importantly
there is a little cafe that makes
gorgeous cakes!

More seriously, Brockhill Country Park
announced they are chuffed to have
won the ‘South East in Bloom's -
Country Park of The Year’ award,
again!
“It is such a testament to have our
work commended by such an
esteemed judging panel. Their
commendations of our work around
conservation, environmental
sustainability and community
engagement were really touching.”
There's only one way to celebrate and
that is of course with cake! I couldn’t
agree more.
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Budgeting Tips
A tough winter.
This is going to be a tough winter, with everything conspiring to increase
the cost of living for everyone. Especially hard for those who are struggling,
or just about managing before all the hits. With increases in the cost of
household fuel, vehicle fuel, NI rises, loss of £20 uplift for people on
Universal Credit and inflation, life is getting more and more difficult for
many.
PM tells us we are not in crisis, but he obviously hasn’t got to choose
between heating his home properly, or feeding his family. His official cars
have probably been filled up by a private source of fuel! He hasn’t lost any
working hours, because he couldn’t get to work, or only done half his round
as a carer and left the old and frail to their own devices, because they didn’t
have enough fuel!
All organisations with an ounce of compassion, has been trying to change
things. But in the meantime, what can we do to improve our lot? A good
mantra is always to think small. It is worth saving 5p here, 10p there.
Remember the old saying, “Look after the pennies, and the £s will look
after themselves”
Ideas for cutting costs.
-- Abandon your loyalty to branded goods. Consumer programmes often
find with blind tests, that most people can’t tell the difference between
branded goods and supermarkets own! If you can get to an Aldi or Lidl, they
have amazing value, especially with fresh goods. Much of it is also British.
They have also forced the mainstream supermarkets to cut their prices,
especially on fresh food.
-- Look out for “yellow labels” on reduced items, there are some excellent
bargains, especially on fresh food/bread.
--Ignore advertising. Always shop with a list, and stick to it, as if your life
depended on it. Decide how much you can afford to spend on your shop,
and draw it out in cash, and don’t overspend. Avoid the overuse of
contactless and your credit cards, if you can. Always take your receipt, so
you can have a reckon-up at home. Try to only shop once or twice a week.
--Try not to waste food. Let people help themselves, even children, with the
rule they eat everything on the plate. Anything unused has then not been
“messed about” and can be used again.
--keep an eye on your fridge. Many couple now share housekeeping, but
one person needs to be in charge of shopping, especially what is in your
fridge. It is very easy for items to get pushed to the back, and get out of
date, or duplicated.
--If you have hard vegetables getting tired or dried up, make some easy
soup. Cut it up into small pieces, with something in the onion family, add
water or vegetable stock and seasoning and cook it on a low/medium heat
for an hour, or until cooked. If you have any way of blending it, do so, but if
not, just make sure all the pieces are roughly the same size and it will be
fine.
--Cutting down on power use.
Kettles are among the heaviest users of power. Only heat as much water
as you are going to use. Have a cheap plastic jug on the go, use that to fill
your kettle, then, from the liquid indicator, you can see exactly how much is
in the kettle. The same with showers, do we need 10 minutes in the
shower? Or more than one a day? Lots of people are on water meters now,
so guard your water use carefully.
Lights. Some young people are notorious for leaving lights on everywhere.
Since the invention of electricity, dads have been coming in from work and
saying, “This house is like the Blackpool illuminations!” Get into the habit of
switching lights off when you leave an empty room.
Appliances. Don’t leave them on standby. Switch them off at the plug.
Heating.We were always told that it is better to keep your house on a low
heat during cold weather, when you are out, rather than let the place get
stone cold, and have to heat it from scratch, when you come in. It has
always worked for us, although there is a bit of debate about it now. But
heating is the biggest user of fuel, so be very moderate how you use it.
Even turning your thermostat down 1 degree will make a big difference. A
medium term solution is to have thermostats on all your radiators, and only
heat the rooms necessary.
If life is getting really grim, and you can’t afford to feed yourself and family
properly, see the inside back page of Looker, and see the details about
accessing the food bank. Let’s hope for a mild winter!

Fred gets aMemorial
Bench
AMemorial Bench dedication ceremony for Lydd Alderman
Fred Wood-Brignall MBE was held recently.
On Friday 1st October, family, friends, members and staff of
Lydd Town Council gathered at the newly installed bench in
memory of Alderman Fred Wood-Brignall MBE to be
dedicated and blessed by Revd. Chris Maclean.

Councillor Clive Goddard proposed that a bench should be
installed in memory of Fred and this was supported by his
fellow Councillors.
The bench is situated on the Rype close to the Manor Road
Pavilion as Fred was very fond of football.

Fred was an Alderman and an Honorary Freeman of Lydd,
Mayor of Lydd and a member of Lydd Town Council. He
was a well respected member of the community and
achieved great things of which his family are justly very
proud.



READERS
LETTERS
Dear Looker,
I am looking to the your publication to
find a qualified engineer to take on light
repairs to a penny arcade machine
from the 1950/1960s.

If you are that person, please contact
the Looker magazine or my home
address of flat 11 Grace Court, Grace
Hill, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1HG.

Kind regards,
Mr Robert Mouland.

Dear Looker,
Having read your article I find it
disgraceful that the Home Office are
considering the further use of Napier
Barracks for another 5 years. Being a
Folkestone resident most of my life I
consider the actions of the Home
Office in this case to be disrespectful.

Yours,
Richard Hirst.

Dear Looker,
What a brilliant article in last weeks
Looker (issue 283). As a Yorkshireman
living in Kent I remember the show with
great affection having met the great
man Fred Truman at his daughters
wedding.

Despite what is written about Fred his
favourite tipple was red wine.

I always read the Looker cover to
cover.
Just one last thing see thee is ‘sithee’.

Keep up the good work.

Michael Wilson,
St Marys Bay.

Dear Looker,
Greatstone Senior Singers are looking
for new singers.

Greatstone Senior Singers have been
established as a singing group for 36
years. We used to entertain in Care
homes before the Covid Pandemic and
we are about to resume our Monday
afternoon singing rehearsals on
Monday 1st November starting at
1.30pm. We meet in St Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, Jefferstone Lane. We are
a friendly group who love to sing, and
we would love to welcome new
members. Why not come and see what
we are about, we are very informal and
don’t hold auditions.

Yours,
Wendy Weeden.

Dear Editor,

The world is in a catastrophic state at
this moment with the consequence of
Covid and now problems with energy
gas.

This is nothing unusual as through
history we have had several different
types of problems which eventually we
have overcome.

The Government continues to remind
us of the problems they face, some of
which are true but they never mention
the plight of pensioners. We are the
forgotten generation that have to exist
on a pittance wondering whether to
turn the heating on or to eat.

Most pensioners have worked all their
lives putting contributions into the pot
so hopefully they would get a decent
living pension, not so.

The Government are intent on looking
after all the idle layabouts etc, without
a thought on what or how pensioners
have to live, could any of them with
their high-paid salaries live on this
meagre pension? We were half
promised an eight per cent rise but
now it will be a quarter of this amount
and with utilities, food and cost of living
rising all the time the Government
never mention how it affects
pensioners.

A lot of people living off the state have
never put a penny in the pot but those
that have are forgotten. People (not all)
living off the state have cars, mobile
phones, cigarettes, drink, televisions,
etc; they do not work because they are
better-off not working.

It's time this Government paid more
attention to people who have worked
and stop supporting those living off the
state without contributing anything. We
cannot overcome this problematic time
unless this Government wake up to
reality and get their housekeeping in
order.

P Pollard (Mrs),
Hythe.

Dear Looker,

A letter addressed to all those ‘car
fanatics’ who constantly moan about
poor car parking facilities in Cheriton
High Street. Get out of your flipping
cars and ‘walk’ there!

Residents in most parts of Folkestone
and Hythe can easily walk to Cheriton
High Street within half an hour.

If you’re elderly or infirm, or live right
on the outskirts of Cheriton you can
easily get a bus.

We need fewer cars, with all the
pollution that, that brings! Get out of
your flipping cars, all you moaners and
better still join the local Green Party!

There is one regular and anonymous
commentator on a local website, with
the name ‘Whiteshute’ who is
constantly urging free-flowing traffic in
the city centre and more car parks.

I don’t know if anyone has heard of this
term, but it’s called ‘Climate Change.’
Has anyone heard of this term?! Cars
are one of the biggest causes.

I used to live in Harlow in Essex, which
has a wonderful network of cycle
lanes. You can travel from one end of
that town, to the other end, purely
using those cycle lanes. This is what is
needed in our district a comprehensive
network of safe cycle lanes.

It is far too dangerous to cycle on the
roads, and you are putting your life in
your hands, when you do. When I see
those bicycles which have a baby or
toddler trolley attached to them, I really
wince. It is so irresponsible and
dangerous for a parent to do this to
their baby or toddler.

Regards,

Paul Hinkley, Hamstreet.

Dear Looker,

Who came up with the hair brained
scheme to replace car parking in
Cheriton, with a bloody Cycle lane?
Your local Green party might say that
cars are a bad thing, but as your
esteemed editor ‘Blew the Gaff’ on
one who proclaims to be a green, but
sees fit to drive a top of the range,
Range Rover. I suggest he probably
will mot be on his bike anytime soon.

The best way to stop global warming,
is to stop all the hot air from our local
green party, who lets face it are mostly
nimby’s worried about the look of a
new development at Princes Parade,
incase it blocks the view from their
Million pound houses.

GET REAL HYTHE, Its time to stop
this and get rid of a council about as
much use as a chocolate fire guard!

Yours Sincerely,
Jeff Coats.
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New Centre for
Nepalese
Community
Opens
A community centre for the district’s
Nepalese residents has opened its
doors for the first time earlier today.

Folkestone Nepalese Community
Centre – located beneath Cheriton
Library – will help build strong
relationships in and across
communities, as well as provide
support to older and more vulnerable
residents. Gurkhas living in the area
have wanted a community centre of
this kind – which includes a welfare
support office, a meeting room, event
and socialising spaces, and an IT
room – for many years.

That dream has now been realised
thanks to a partnership with Kent
Coast Volunteering and support from
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
and Kent County Council.

The centre will be run by the
Folkestone Nepalese Community
(FNC), a charitable incorporated
organisation, alongside the manager
who will be employed by Kent Coast
Volunteering (KCV).

Project lead Capt (Retd) Ram Pun,

who is also a trustee of the FNC, said:
“Some of those in my community,
especially in the older age groups,
find it harder to access services and
participate in group activities. Having
our own community centre will make a
huge difference.”

Some existing KCV projects, as well
as F&HDC’s monthly veteran hub, will
move to the community centre and
form part of a programme which is
currently being developed to cater for
all users.

Kerry Smith, CEO of Kent Coast
Volunteering said: “We were
delighted to be invited to partner with
FNC on this project.Thanks to funding
from the Armed Forces Covenant
Fund Trust ‘Tackling Loneliness’ and
‘Force for Change’ programmes and
funding from The National Lottery,
KCV will play a key role, working
alongside FNC to develop and
establish a thriving community centre,
helping to combat loneliness and

through our Digital Champions
programme, and better connect
Nepalese elders to services and
activities in their community.”

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, F&HDC
Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member
for Communities, added: “We’re
pleased to have played our role in
delivering a facility that can be used
by our Nepalese community and all of
the district’s residents. It is a place
that will help facilitate a deeper
understanding of Nepalese history
and culture, as well as further
strengthen integration.”

Kent County Council has been very
supportive throughout the process in
setting up a lease agreement with the
community. They also provided some
funding through Cllr Rory Love’s
Combined Member Grant towards
refurbishing and equipping the
kitchen.

Mike Hill, KCC Cabinet Member for
Libraries, said: “The Nepalese
community members are regular
users of Cheriton library, and we are
delighted to welcome the community
to the library building in this new
capacity. We look forward to working
in partnership together and continuing
to support the community with our
services and facilities”.

The centre officially launched on 7
October and will be open weekdays
between 9am and 5pm. For more
information call 01303 398055 or
email communitycentre@fncuk.org



I’M HACKED OFF!
Two weeks ago, my email was hacked. Now, before you all
start yelling “Oh poor you, first world problems”, hear me out.
The hack was a very sophisticated job and, not to put too fine a
point on it, it caused chaos. I couldn’t send anything out and
nothing, I mean zero, was coming in. It was ‘frozen’. I
considered singing ‘Let It Go’ but, entre nous, I wasn’t really in
the mood to belt out a hit tune from a 2013 Disney cartoon film.
I rely on my emails for my businesses. It’s how we crazy kids
communicate. Wanting to return to a good old sheet of Basildon
Bond notepaper, a Parker pen, a bottle of Quink ink, an
envelope, a stamp and a quick jaunt to the corner pillar box is
jolly charming, but life ain’t like that. We’ve moved on. For better
or for worse – but that’s a fact. We don’t ride horses, unless your
name is Petronella or Lucinda and you still love gymkhana and
we don’t use semaphore, unless you’re at sea on a frigate, or
destroyer… or whatever isn’t the Isle of Wight Ferry. Technology
evolves.
The hack seemed impossible to resolve. All my go-to tech
geniuses scratched their digital heads and replied in a chorus of
“Wow, Russ, this is bad”.
Oddly, I already knew that.
This situation of living in No Man’s Land, The Phantom Zone,
lasted a full two weeks. Finally, a very specialised tech
company, probably run by 12-year-old brainboxes, managed to
resolve the issue and The Boy Is Back In Town. All credit to

them. Had they told me that they’d created Cold Fusion and
invented a car engine that ran on just Fairy Dust, I could not
have been more delighted.
Naturally, I'd lost many working days & spent hour after hour on
the phone as the issue was horribly complex and difficult to
resolve.
But it got me thinking. (1) These infuriating hackers do it just
simply because they can. There is no other reason. It is pure
malevolence. (I hate them, by the way). (2) I was astonished at
the level of stress it caused me. I was more annoyed about that
than the actual cybercrime. I tried to be rational, but it was very
hard to remain unaffected. (3) It is an appalling reflection on the
rubbish times in which we live that something as, relatively,
trivial as emails can have such a profound effect. What a sad,
sad world we inhabit (4) No one picks up the phone. What's that
about? Everyone feels that they have to communicate digitally,
thus removing another layer of what makes us human. I phone
people and am often asked “Is everything OK? Why did you
call?”' as if you only call for a specific reason as opposed to just
saying 'hello'. (5) We have created a world in which humans,
one day, will be irrelevant & superfluous. Artificial Intelligence
(A.I) will simply not need us. We are Dr Frankenstein & the
Monster is already out of our control.
Elon Musk, the Space X, Tesla guy, is vociferous in expressing
his fear about A.I. Considering he’s the pioneer of self-driving
cars, that’s somewhat worrying. He gives the analogy of
building a road. If there’s an anthill in the way, the road builders
will simply ignore it and steamroller right over it. The road
builders have no animosity towards the ants, they are merely in
the way of their mission to build a road. Equally, says Musk, one
day soonA.I. will be given a task and WE, human beings, will be
in the way. The A.I. (unlike as portrayed in The Terminator films)
will also not bear us any malice, simply that it had a directive, a
mission, and we would be standing in the way of it completing
that task. On the basis that Elon Musk is a gazillion times
smarter than me, if he’s worried, them I’m worried.
Now if you’ll excuse me, I have an urgent letter to write, if only I
could recall where I put my quill pen and parchment.

No Time To Die - Cert 12A - On
General Release

Plot Spoilers Alert: The most
eagerly anticipated film of the year
finally hits the big screen and it
certainly doesn't disappoint. I've
seen some decent films post-covid
but this was the one that was
always going to re-ignite the
cinematic passion and get bums on
cinema seats.

The 25th Bond film in the series is
certainly one of the best and
produces an ending that no one
would have envisaged. But I'll let
you be the judge of that.

Just to make you aware the
beginning jumps backwards and
forwards as we begin with a young
girl Madeline Swann witnessing the
murder of her Mother at the family
home by villian Lyutsifer Safin. We
learn that this is an act of revenge
as Madeline's Father slaughtered
Safin's family. Madeline escapes
Safin only to fall through the ice
before Safin saves and spares her.

Jump forward and the grown-up
Madeline is in a relationship with
Bond in Italy. She says she will tell
him a secret but before she can
Bond is attacked at the tomb of
Vesper Lynd by Spectre assassins.
A spectacular chase follows before
Bond defeats his attackers,
thankfully there is no fuel crisis
here and the chase doesn't require
a temporary pause while everyone
queues to fill up. Bond then
accuses Madeline of betraying him
to SPECTRE and leaves her. At
this point we are some 25 minutes
into the film and the title credits run

(I was so engrossed in the film I'd
forgotten about them)

Jump forward 5 years and MI6
scientist Valdo Obruchev is
kidnapped from a MI6 secret
laboratory. Obruchev has
developed Heracles a bioweapon
that contains nanobots that target
specific DNA strands and is passed
by touch (Sounds familiar). Bond
meanwhile is in retirement in
Jamaica but his friend and CIA
agent Felix Leiter asks for Bond's
assistance in tracking down
Obruchev he initially refuses until
fellow MI6 Nomi, the new 007 (Do
we read anything into this,
regarding the new Bond)
persuades him. Bond returns to
MI6 and is reinstated as 007 at
Nomi's request "It's only a
number" so begins a race
against time to prevent Safin
wrecking serious havoc and
killing millions.

Cue fights, big bangs and
action galore as well as
twists, turns and double
crosses. Remi Malek isn't the
scariest of Bond villains and
you'll be pleased to know he
doesn't break out into 'I Want to
Break Free' but he is driven
by revenge and
malice. All the old
favourites are
back M, Q and
Moneypenny
but this is about
one man and
one-man alone
Bond, James
Bond.

It is no secret that
this was to be Daniel
Craig's fifth and last
outing as 007 and what I
love about No Time To Die
is that the writers allow
Bond to be vulnerable and
show a softer side to the

character. Bond is no longer a
character driven by honour and a
desire to protect Queen and
Country. Bond has a love interest
and commitments now and he
genuinely looks as though this
secret agent stuff has taken its toll
on him.

The ending brings Craig's
involvement in the franchise to a
natural and honourable conclusion
as Bond does right by country and
family. It does however leave big
questions but as the end credits
reveal Bond Will Be Back. I have a
strong feeling that we may visit
prequel territory or will 007 take on
a different twist, maybe a, shock-

horror, Woman Bond, Jane
Bond. We will have to
wait and see. My
personal choice Tom
Hardy? or maybe It's
time for the first
black Bond in the
shape of Idris
Elba. Either way
here's to the next
25 Bond films.

Page 20 Page 21

Vince
The Movie Man

TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE RUSS@THELOOKER.CO.UK

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly.Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• GardenMake Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork

And muchmore…
Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324

philsterling06@gmail.com



Michael Lyons offers his thoughts on local
Leadership

Any Leader worth his salt is appointed by his peers,
or so we are led to believe. Governments, the
Military, Academics et al are all supposed to be
elected by consent. Unfortunately on very rare
occasions, certain people nominate themselves, for
no good reason other than the kudos of advertising
their importance in that particular organisation,
though often their lives are in general very boring.
The phrase "some people are born to greatness,
some people achieve greatness and some people
take it upon themselves" comes to mind.

Councils in particular have examples of councillors
who imagine they are invincible. And what they say
and do is infallible. I appreciate that they are in a very
small minority, but they exist, and sadly in our
District. Chairmen, Mayors or Council Leaders are
chosen for their experience and knowledge as well
as diplomacy and tact. It would seem that a few of
our Parishes and Towns have put the Senior Town's
Citizen in a position where they are out of their depth.
Three of our elected members, in our area, have as
much idea of chairing a meeting as I have of flying-a-
state-of-the-art Fighter Jet.

Attending formal functions on behalf of the Town is
an important part of our tradition, but it would seem
that one Town Mayor not only fails to attend
functions designed to promote the town they
represent, but also refuses to wear the ceremonial
robes, as is expected of them, at formal occasions.
(It is alleged they are quoted as saying, "that they are
not into wearing fancy dress") My question is, why
take on the role of Mayor, if they have no intention of
fulfilling the duties that they have taken on, when
sworn into the office of the "Town's First Citizen"?

Chairman for life, is another issue that is very
prevalent in Parish Councils. Usually, this position is
held for a two year maximum term. In a particular
local organisation, the incumbent has been in post
for four years, and counting. This gives no other
capable individual any chance of representing the
Town or Parish that they have been elected to
serve. Dictatorship it would seem, becomes the
order of the day.

Council Leaders are another breed of the Good, Bad
and the Ugly. I do appreciate that one must accept
the way you look, and if you had the misfortune of
having your face hit with a shovel in the dim and
distant past, I can sympathise, but the good and the
bad I cannot.

Good Leaders gain respect, as do Mayors and
Council Chairman, not only from their own Political
Group, but also from the opposition, even if
sometimes begrudgingly. Bad Leaders are very
difficult to remove, because of the uncertainty of who
will take over and doubts about whether they will gain
respect from their colleagues, should they succeed
in taking the poison chalice. Time of course, will tell,
when the Bell Tolls.
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By Vince Shelly
Lyons
Pride

Football will always be numero uno in
my sporting preferences but in my
formative years I developed a love of
cricket due to working at the Oval. The
experience led to me watching and
being part of one of crickets most iconic
moments.

I had started my second part-time job in
1975 as a fresh faced twelve-year-old,
none of those restrictive working laws
that exist today, working as a porter at
Surrey's Oval Cricket ground. My first
job was at a greengrocer in
Camberwell, which was ideal as I could
shoot off in the afternoon and watch my
beloved Lions. The hours at the Oval
were long but for a 12-year-old the
money was brilliant added to this the
other porters were all my mates.
Whereas Lords was always seen as
Cricket's HQ and the bastion of the
spirit of Cricket. The Oval always
seemed to be edgier and a more
raucous cricket ground especially when
the Windies were in town.

My first day at the Oval was the
inaugural World Cup and the group
game between Australia and Sri Lanka.
My only memory of the day was
Australia won and I had to drop ice off
to the Aussie's changing room
throughout the day. Now this was the
great Aussie team with the Chappell
brothers Ian and Greg, wicket keeping
icon Rod Marsh and the deadly duo of
Dennis Lillie and Jeff Thomson. At the
end of the day Ian Chappell presented
me with a miniature Aussie touring
cricket bat, which sadly I haven't got
anymore, but I was truly taken back
especially with the warm welcome we
got every time we entered the Aussie
changing room.

Fast forward one year to 1976. A year
when Southampton beat Man United in
the FA Cup. Liverpool won their 9th
league title. Bayern Munich beat St
Etienne to win the European Cup and
Czechoslovakia beat Germany on
penalties in the Euros. Rag Trade won
the Grand National and Bjorn Borg and
Chris Evert took the Wimbledon titles. In
music The Damned released the first
punk single New Rose and Brotherhood
of Man won Eurovision with 164 points
(yes there was a time we didn't get nil
points) singing 'Save all your Kisses for
me'

It was also the year the West Indies
visited England for a test series.
England at the time were captained by
South African born Tony Greig, who

rather foolishly bragged to the media
that he intended to 'make them grovel'
Now coming from a man of South
African descent from the land of
Apartheid this was an extremely
inflammatory remark. To the West
Indies this wasn't so much a prediction
but a declaration of war and it certainly
fired them up.

The first two tests ended in draws with
Viv Richards in imperious form scoring
a total of 295 runs in the first test. In the
third test the Windies destroyed
England dismissing them for 71 & 126
with Michael Holding and Andy Roberts
ripping through the English batting. This
test will always be remembered for the
brutal encounter between 44-year-old
English batsman Brian Close and
Windies bowler Michael Holding. The
shots of Close's battered and bruised
body after ball after ball struck him on
the body were brutal. The Windies
edged a close 4th test and so onto the
Oval.

8am and we arrived at the Oval, on a
sunny morning in August, and
assembled waiting for our jobs, which
included putting cushions out, getting
the bars ready, serving food to the
journos from behind a makeshift bar
and numerous other 'porter' tasks.
Without doubt our favourite job was
closing said bars at the end of the day
with us all piled on the 'milk van' we
would siphon off every last drop of lager
and bitter from the pumps finishing our
rounds slightly inebriated. On the first
morning I was also lucky to get the job
of keeping the baths in the changing
room topped up with ice. We went to the
English changing room first where we
were ushered in the direction of the
bath. It was a very sombre changing
room and the only player who engaged
in conversation with us was wicket
keeper Alan Knott, our paths would
cross in later life when I would
frequently visit his sports shop in Herne
Bay when I moved to Kent. Ice
delivered we then went to the Windies
changing room, now these players were
cricketing legends
and the greats
of cricket and
we were
astonished at
the warm
welcome that
greeted us. I
was truly in
awe
surrounded
by these
cricketing
giants but
they

welcomed us in and actually spoke to
us leaving me and my mate Steve, who
was of West Indian descent, on cloud
nine.

Now some will say that the Windies
were naturally talented cricketers but I
think I found the secret of their success.
Yes, we filled the bath with ice but we
also filled the bath with cans of red
stripe, many cans of Red Stripe, and by
the end of the day the ice was melted
and the cans were empty. Now either
they were consumed by the team or the
touring staff and twelfth man had a
serious drink problem. If it was the
former, I can imagine that when Viv
Richards went out to bat the cricket ball
was the size of a beach ball. I would
also add that every time we left the
Windies changing room, we were
always a few quid richer.

The Windies batted first and declared
on 687/8 with Richards scoring a
majestic 291. England responded with a
respectable 435 all out with Dennis
Amiss scoring 203 and Michael Holding
taking 8-92 including the prized wicket
of Greig, much to the crowd's delight.
The Windies declared on 182 without
loss leaving England a mighty mountain
to climb. It was a mountain too big and
Holding again ripped through the
batting. When he bowled Greig, for the
second time in the match, the crowd
erupted and for a brief moment in time
the Caribbean came to the Oval. Now
I've witnessed some special moments
at football matches and some special
celebrations but this moment was up
there with the best of them. A pitch
invasion followed and Greig took the
humbling walk past the jubilant Windies
crowd, to his credit he swallowed
humble pie and pretended to crawl on
his hands and knees in front of the
Windies fans and cheers replaced the
jeers. The Red Strip flowed that night
and the Calypso party continued long
into the night.

With the majority of the crowd Windies
fans we made a fortune that night with
tips and we went home heavily under
the influence of Red Strip after having

numerous cans
thrust at us, it

would have been rude to say no,
sensible but rude. The Windies
changing room was in party mood,
although Holding as usual was sat
silently. We joined in the celebrations
and again left the changing room richer,
much to the other porter's disgust. We
were truly disappointed when the test
finished and after emptying the bars of
every last drop of beer and lager, we
grabbed our wage packets and walked
home. Tired but happy.

We had a few more gigs at the Oval but
none compared to that fantastic test
against the Windies and the week when
I was on first name terms with cricket
royalty.

Ray comes of
age after he
smashes his 21st
LondonMarathon
Ray Johnson the former owner of
Folkestone’s Independent Insurance
Services completed his 21st in a row
and smashes the total £100,000
raised for the Kent Association for
the Blind.

Ray told The Looker: “I am delighted to
report following all the donations kindly
received I have exceeded my aim of getting
over the £100,000 raised over the years in
aid of the Kent Association for the Blind
(www.kab.org.uk) who provide essential
training and support to people who are blind,
deafblind, or partially sighted, mainly in the
Kent area.”

This race was Ray’s 21st consecutive London
Marathon (21 in 2021) which had the perfect
weather for runners, with many club runners
beating personal bests.
One of the highlights following on from the
Pandemic was the fact that this year was the
first opportunity for none elite runners to take
part again, with an open entry to members of
the public. The crowds, came out in their

thousands to line the course and cheer on
the runners.

Ray said: “Equally exciting was not only
getting over the finishing line in at 04:55:19
nonstop but to raise vital funds for the charity
and sincere thanks go to all who have
contributed whether individuals or
companies. I am also amazed with the many
who continue support me over the years and
a few who even donated twice which is
greatly appreciated.” Previously his best time
was 3 hours, 23 minutes in 2002 and he has
already put his name forward for selection of
the 2022 race which will take place once
again in October.

Any further support would be appreciated or
pledges for next year which are already
coming in.



Photos From The Past
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 14th October
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 15th October
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road,
10 a.m.
Cuppa and a Cake, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Saturday 16th October
Coffee Morning & cards, crafts, books & gifts, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10 a.m.
Book Sale, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney, 10 a.m.
Harvest Supper, Newchurch Church, 6.30 p.m.
(For Dymchurch, Burmarsh & Newchurch)

Monday 18th October
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
Cancer Support Group, RM Community Hub, 2.30 p.m.
(1st & 3rd Monday of month)

Tuesday 19th October
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 20th October
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 21st October
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 22nd October
Cuppa and a Cake, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Monday 25th October
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
Installation Service for Revd. Chris Hodgkins, St. Nicholas Church,
New Romney, 7 p.m.

Tuesday 26th October
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 27th October
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 28th October
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.
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CONSULTATION ON
LOCAL PLAN CHANGES
Further public consultation is being undertaken
on a key document within Folkestone & Hythe
District Council’s planning framework for future
housing development.

The Core Strategy Review was examined by
planning inspectors between December 2020 and
July 2021. They have now directed the council to
publish changes identified during the
examination, together with those resulting from
the change in national planning policy, to be
consulted on.

The document with the changes, or main
modifications as they are technically known, is
available on the council website folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk/Core-strategy-review-2020. Printed
copies are also available to view at the Civic
Centre in Folkestone and in local libraries.

Comments should be made through a link on the
core strategy website page but they can also be
sent via email to planning.policy@folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk or post to the Civic Centre. Only the
changes can be commented on and no new
issues can be raised at this stage.

The consultation opened on Friday 1st October
and will continue until 5pm on Monday 15th
November 2021. Following the consultation, the
council will submit all comments to the planning
inspectors who will then finalise their report.

WARNING AS FLY-TIPPING DUO
FINED

Folkestone residents who dumped rubbish at notorious
hotspots in the town have been fined.

Dusan Horvat, of Queen Street, left household waste,
laminate floor packaging and decorating materials in an
alleyway between Queen Street and Dover Road in
February.

When challenged by an enforcement officer, Mr Horvat
admitted the waste was his and at Folkestone
Magistrates’ Court on 20 September, he was fined a total
of £534.Meanwhile, Louise Watts, of Dover Road, left
household rubbish on a pavement at the junction of Dover
Road and Charlotte Street in February. This was spotted
by a patrolling enforcement officer and when spoken with,
Ms Watts admitted the waste was hers. She was fined a
total of £434.

F&HDC’s Cabinet Member for Enforcement, Regulatory
Services, Waste and Building Control Cllr Stuart Peall
said: “The Dover Road and Queen Street areas are real
hotspots for fly-tipping. These prosecutions show to
anyone living nearby who is thinking of dumping their
waste that we will not tolerate it.”

Cllr Peall added: “We encourage the public to report any
anti-social behaviour, including fly-tipping incidents for
clearing up and investigation, by going to https://bit.ly/
3bSzfJs. Bulky waste can easily be disposed of using our
new collection service on MyAccount, or at Kent County
Council's household waste recycling centres.”

Dungeness in the 1930s.

Above: The Pilot Inn.

Below: Dungeness Lighthouse and Signal Station.



ZOE’S
Kitchen
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Slow Cooker Meatball Goulash

PLEASE SUPPORT THE
CHANNEL ROTARY
WINTER FUND
Channel Rotary has been raising funds to help the less
fortunate people in the world for over 40 years during
which time we have donated many hundreds of
thousands of pounds to all kinds of charities and
especially for those people in need in our local area.

Many of us at wintertime like to make a donation to help
others but need an easy way to do it. Maybe you are a
pensioner who the government helps every year with a
winter fuel allowance but perhaps don’t have the same
need and would like to find an easy way to give some of
it to a worthy cause.

Well, we have identified at least two organisations that fit
that bill including Age UK which helps the lonely and
vulnerable, the Folkestone Churches Winter Shelter
which helps those who are homeless and on the streets,
and the Food Bank which helps those who just don’t
have enough to live.

So please donate to our CHANNEL ROTARY WINTER
FUND and know that our Rotary Club will make sure it
reaches those in most need this winter.

Please Donate at https://bit.ly/ChannelWinterFund

Boaty McBoatface On
Business

By Jan Holben

You may recall back in 2016 when a government agency
thought it would be a good idea to let people on the internet
suggest a name for the £210 million (give or take a million)
polar research ship. The ship was a new British polar
research vessel, and was expected to be deployed in the
polar regions sometime in 2019, operated by the British
Antarctic Survey.

The people on the internet did not disappoint – coming up
with more than 7000 great or ‘interesting’ names.
Suggestions including: RRS Onion Knight, RRS I Like Big
Boats & I Cannot Lie, and RRS Capt’n Birdseye Get Off My
Cod and of course Boaty McBoatface were among those
suggestions. However, the Boaty McBoatface name
suggestion caught popular imagination – and received the
highest vote.

Eventually, given the serious nature of the research vessel
and its mission - it was decided that the research boat should
be named after the very popular broadcaster, writer and
naturalist – and is now called the RRS Sir David
Attenborough. Although, happily one of its remotely operated
submersibles was called Boaty McBoatface.

So – that's a bit about the backstory to this remarkable
vessel – and if you had your eyes peeled on 3rd Oct you may
have seen the splendid red coloured SSR Sir Richard
Attenborough heading westbound through the Straights on its
way passed Folkestone, heading in the Dungeness direction

Beetroot Chutney

With Christmas just around the Corner, The
Looker has asked Zoe to get some early recipes
in so that you can start preparing a feast fit for a
King or Queen.
Or for that matter just some really nice.
CHUTNEY!
Makes approximately 3x300g jars
1 Large White Onion (peeled & finely diced)
600g Fresh Beetroot (peeled & grated)
2 Bramley Apples (peeled, cored & grated)
150ml Cider Vinegar
200g Dark Brown Sugar
1 Cinnamon Stick
1tsp Ground Mixed Spice
Place all
ingredients into
a saucepan,
cooking on a
low heat for
approximately
2 hours.
The chutney is
ready when you draw a wooden spoon through
the mix & there is little liquid remaining.
Store in sterilised jars, place in the cupboard &
leave for a month before eating

Make larger quantities of chutney to give as
Christmas food gifts
Serve over the festive holidays with cold meats &
cheeses

WANTEDWANTED
With The Looker expanding into Folkestone,
we are looking for a new Advertising sales
person, who could work on a flexible basis,
on selling advertising across our distribution

district.
Salary is commission based (25%) but an
initial basic allowance is available to help
cover expenses. Preferably previous sales

experience. But eagerness essential!
For more information

Contact David 01797 364837



AND ANOTHER THING . . . . .
by Russell Tillson
We live in unusual times. From panic supermarket buying at
the start of the pandemic to current concerns about winter
food shortages occasioned by the sudden autumn increase
in gas prices, the golden years where food was plentiful and
cheaper in real terms than previously might well be over.
There are even murmurs in some quarters that some food
products might need to be rationed if they are not to
disappear from the shelves altogether.

I have some memories of rationing in an earlier age. When
war was declared in September 1939 petrol was the first
commodity to be rationed. In January 1940 bacon, butter
and sugar were added. Meat, tea, jam, biscuits, breakfast
cereals, cheese, eggs, milk, lard, canned and dried fruit
followed. Almost all foods other than bread and vegetables
were rationed by August 1942, most by weight with meat
rationed by price. The standard weekly wartime ration for
bacon and ham was 8 ounces, sugar 16 ounces, cheese 8
ounces, butter 8 ounces, margarine 12 ounces, jam 8
ounces, loose tea 4 ounces and meat maximum value 1s 2d,
which bought just over a pound of meat. While sausages
were not rationed, the meat needed to make them was so
scarce that they normally contained a very high proportion of
bread. Eggs were allocated to ordinary consumers ‘as
available’. In practice, this meant one egg or one packet of
egg powder (equivalent to about ten eggs). Each consumer
received one tin of milk powder (equivalent to 8 pints) every
eight weeks. I recall that as a child we were seldom short of
eggs, on account of the fortnightly Sunday visits to ‘Uncle
George’, my father’s brother, who ran a small grocery shop
in West Ham.

Fish was not rationed, but prices increased considerably as
the war proceeded. Supplies dropped to 30 percent of pre-
war levels, and long queues built up at fishmongers and at
fish and chip shops. Fresh vegetables and fruit were not
rationed either, but supplies were very variable. Some types
of imported fruit all but disappeared, with lemons and
bananas in particular becoming unobtainable – a popular
music hall song, written 20 years previously, was Yes! We
Have No Bananas. Oranges continued to be sold, but
greengrocers customarily reserved them for children and
pregnant women. Many people grew their own vegetables,
greatly encouraged by the successful ‘Dig For Victory’
campaign.

Hotels and restaurants, unlike during recent lockdowns,
remained open. But in May 1942 an order was passed that
meals served in these establishments must not cost more
than 5 shillings per customer, mst not be of more than three
courses, and not more than one course should contain meat,
fish or poultry. This was in response to increasing public
concern that ‘luxury’ off-ration foods were being obtained
unfairly by those who could afford to dine out regularly. Other
goods were rationed, including clothing, soap, fuel and
paper. Some commodities became hard to obtain because of
the shortage of components, Examples included razor
blades, baby bottles and frying pans. Couples had to use a
mock cardboard and plaster wedding cake, while Christmas
trees were almost impossible to get hold of.

I was not born until after the War, but rationing continued;
indeed, some aspects of rationing became stricter. The
bacon and cooking fat rations were both reduced in 1945;
bread rationing started in 1946 and potato rationing in 1947.
At the time these privations were presented in terms of the
need to feed people in areas of Europe under British control,
though with many still in the armed forces, an austere
economic climate, and a move towards central planning by
the post-war Labour government, resources were simply not
available to expand food production. Frequent strikes by

dock workers made things worse. In the late 1940s the
Conservative party exploited growing public anger at
rationing, scarcity, controls, austerity and government
bureaucracy. It used the dissatisfaction with Labour policies
to rally middle class supporters and to win the 1951 General
Election. Their appeal was particularly effective to
housewives (few of whom had paid employment at that
time), who faced more difficult shopping conditions after the
war than during it. Thereafter, commodities gradually came
off ration – bread in 1948, clothing in 1949, petrol in 1950,
sweets and sugar in 1953 and, finally, all other foods in
1954. Among my souvenirs are my own childhood ration
books, as well as a poster from the 1955 General Election,
featuring a picture of a relieved housewife and the
celebratory statement Food Rationing Ends!

The end of food rationing did not, however, have much
immediate effect on the meals consumed in most
households. The British were often criticised for a lack of
culinary adventure. Not all of this could be laid at the door of
rationing. But the meagre choice of ingredients and
flavourings focused any cook’s mind on creating filling and
satisfying meals and precluded even the best of cooks from
creating cordon bleu dishes. Food was seasonal (no
tomatoes in winter for example); there were no
supermarkets; there was almost no frozen food or fridge/
freezer in which to store it; the only takeaway was from the
local fish and chip shop. And there was bread and butter (or
margarine) with almost everything. My upbringing was
probably typical; my mother cooked what her family had
eaten for decades. So ‘meat and two veg’ remained the
euphemistic staple diet for most families in the 1950s.
Breakfast was dominated by porridge, boiled eggs,
occasional bacon and eggs, and even more occasional
kippers. There would be a roast beef or lamb lunch on
Sundays (never chicken – too expensive in the pre-battery
age), with roast potatoes, Yorkshire pudding, carrots and
cabbage, cauliflower or (when in season) brussels sprouts.
The cold leftovers on Mondays, steak and kidney pie on
Tuesdays, mutton (or scrag end of lamb) stew on
Wednesdays, steak and kidney pudding on Thursdays, liver
and bacon )or, occasionally, fish) on Fridays and sausages
on Saturdays. The stews featured potatoes, swedes, carrots,
parsnips and dumplings. Potatoes were roasted on Sunday
but boiled or mashed for the rest of the week. Desserts were
called puddings, and were dominated by rice pudding,
semolina, jam tart, stewed fruit and bread and butter
pudding. Most of these were covered in custard, with the
occasional excursion into evaporated milk. Everything was
washed down with tea, as coffee was unknow, while I had to
wait until my late teens for my first glass of wine. There were
no salad dressings as we know them today, and a salad
(only in summer) was made up of lettuce, tomatoes,
cucumber and onions, with only dressing available being
Heinz Salad Cream. Olive oil was sold only in small bottles
from the chemist, to be warmed and then placed in the ear to
loosen ear wax! There were no ‘foreign’ dishes (no prospect
whatever of any kind of curry!), or exotic fruit or vegetables.
Families seldom if ever ate out. The closest most people
came was the local pub. There they could get potato crisps
(plain or salted) or a pickled egg. Our own special treats
came at the weekend – spam on toast, cockles and whelks
from the local seafood stall, tinned salmon sandwiches at tea
time on Sundays or else that wonderfully unhealthy snack of
bread and dripping (covered of course with salt) whenever
we had beef for Sunday lunch.

There were no diets, healthy eating experiments or vegan
alternatives in those days. And I am still here to tell the tale.
While in the sixty years since then, there has been a
revolution in every aspect of our shopping habits, in the
range and availability of our food and in our eating patterns, I
have little doubt that the world will keep turning should we
suddenly find ourselves short of frozen beefburgers,
yoghurts or peas.
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Basic GardeningTips
By Michael Gooch

Page 28 Page 29

October.
Last weekend’s storms have just about finished off the
annuals. When they have dried out, you can collect the
seed heads if you wish to save your own seeds. There is
something very satisfying about doing that, the farmer in
each one of us. Put them into a paper envelope or bag,
label and store in a dry place. Later in the winter, when
dried out completely, you can separate the seeds from the
head.
Annuals can be pulled up now, and you can plant spring
bulbs, or anything else in their place. The garden bin
collection has now restarted, for which we are grateful.
Saves endless journey to the tip, and all the booking online!
Many perennials
(flowers that come up
every year) have gone
over, but gardening
books tell us not to be
too keen to “tidy them
up” and cut away all
the dead stuff. If we
have a cold winter, the
dead vegetation acts of
a sort of mulch,
protecting the plants.
Also the dried out vegetation is often quite attractive in its
own way, and adds to the interest in the garden. Grasses,
and hydrangea bushes are among those plants looking
good even after the height of the growing season. With the
concern for the environment, there is also a renewed
interest in using British garden flowers, and using the plants
around us, rather than flowers from abroad, with a lot of air
miles involved. And often poor condition for the workers
involved, with over use of insecticides, and inadequate
protection.
If you want to create an indoor display, try your garden
greenery, and remaining colour. You will be surprised how
much natural stuff you can use, to enhance your indoor
space. Keep dead heading your roses and dahlias, they will
keep on flowering until the first heavy frosts. We also still
have sweet peas flowering, perhaps because we are very
behind with weeding, and they are well protected by other
plants. We had a very tall sunflower, about 11’ the tallest I
have ever grown! It came up among our early potatoes,
from old compost, which acted as an incubator!
Now is probably the last time that it will be possibly to take
softwood cuttings from shrubs. Choose a cutting without a
flower, trim off to about 6” Put straight away into a plastic
bag. Immediately start the process of potting. Prepare a pot
of compost, with a lot of grit or vermiculate. With your
cutting, cut off the lower leaves with a penknife, (don’t pull
them off, it might damage the stalk) Leave the top set of
leaves and new shoot. Cut off just below a leaf bud, and put
into the side of the pot. Don’t push it in roughly, make a
hole with a pencil, and gently firm around the stem. When
you have 4 or 5 to a pot, put a plastic bag over the pot,
supported on small sticks and keep in a warm light place.
Don’t water, but mist gently every few days. When there are
signs of new growth, you can repot the healthy shoots. You
won’t have 100% success rate, but worth “having a go” .

Now for the veg.
With the main growing season coming to an end, the
pressure on raising new crops has lessened.
However, any existing crops, such as beetroot, sweetcorn
and late summer lettuce should be harvested or used up as

soon as possible, otherwise they will bolt, i.e. start to
produce seed. This is fine if you want to save seed for next
year, but best to freeze the so you can enjoy in the winter
months.
Some brassicas will overwinter, such as cabbage, brussels
sprouts, kale and broccoli, but make sure you check on any
hidden caterpillars underneath the foliage, especially if we
have a warm spell in an “Indian Summer.” As previously
mentioned, pigeons are always on the lookout for a free
lunch, so discourage them by either netting crops or putting
up bird scarers. I have used old cd discs in the past,
suspended on string and tied to canes so that they rotate
and catch the sunlight. Hoe between rows to keep down a
late crop of weeds.
There are varieties of lettuce which can be autumn- sown to
provide winter crops, but unless you can protect them from
frost or birds, I have never had much success. Putting them
under cloches may help, or in a greenhouse but keep well-
watered as even in the wintertime crops can easily dry out
in the warmth of a greenhouse.
I mentioned autumn-sown broad beans last time, and these
should be still available to buy in packets of seed, but don’t
leave it too late as many outlets are filling shelves and
racks with Hallowe’en and Christmas stock!
If you are having a harvest of leaves at the moment, scoop
them up and store in black plastic bags. Save for a couple
of years and you will have some good compost after that
time.
If you still have potatoes in the ground, you may want to lift
them at the end of this month as they might be prone to
beetle and insect-boring pests. Store in cloth or hessian
bags in a cool, dry and dark place, and check regularly that
they are not going soft and mouldy.
Finally, enjoy planning next year’s planting buy browsing
the many catalogues now available.



Full Steam Ahead For Model Railway Exhibition
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Despite having to cancel the previous year’s exhibition,
members of the Folkestone and Hythe Model Railway
Club pulled out all the stops to put on a great show of
model railways at the Leas Cliff Hall recently.
The exhibition that takes months to plan and organise ran
without a hitch, and the initial worries about Covid were
only replaced by a few exhibitors having to pull out at the
last minute due to a shortage of fuel.
Despite this, hundreds of people of all ages and all walks
of life came to enjoy seeing some amazing model
railways.
There really was something for everyone’s tastes from fun
fictional model railways right up to the clubs own huge ‘0’
gauge layout which took centre stage in the main hall.
Despite initial concerns about staging the show, the club
filled up both the main hall and also the channel suite.

As well as layouts there was an ample supply of traders
on hand to help relieve visitors of their hard-earned hobby
‘pocket money’ with some people spending a few pounds,
whilst others spending a bit more!
Since the pandemic, interest in model railways has grown
massively, and people who may have enjoyed building
their own model railway as a child many years previously,
have returned to the hobby.
The Looker was in attendance with our Welsh Slate Mine
layout along with our other business The Kent Model
Exchange. David Wimble said: “I really did not know what
to expect, but both days had a large number of people
visiting the exhibition and I am very happy to say also
spending their money too. I would like to send my own
personal thanks to the Club and the exhibition, volunteers
who put in days of hard work to make this such a success,
we are already looking forward to next year!”
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Community Gardens –
Early Autumn Roundup

Jan Holben
Well here we are – October, colder at nights and a strange mix of
either drenching rain or warm sunny days. The half hardy annual
are showing signs of giving up the ghost – and the perennials are
looking a little weedy – and if they could speak they would be
saying: ‘give us a break, we just want to sleep for a while now, but
we promise we will be back soon enough’.
Here is a quick run through on some of the community projects
and how they are coping as the seasons change.
Locavore Community
Garden:- The word is that
there is still lots of lovely
produce coming to the
produce table each week
thanks to the volunteers
who are part of this project.
If you want to be part of
this project it’s not too late
to get on board – you just
need to turn up, it’s as
simple as that. Work
sessions are: Monday 2-
6pm (families
encouraged), Tuesday
3.30-5.30pm (will
sometimes be a 'how-to'
session), Wednesday 2-4
(families encouraged),
Thursday 3.30-5.30pm
(Quiet session) – there is
also "work parties" about
once a month on a Saturday or Sunday. A ‘community day’ is
being planned for 30th October – and a group project is coming up
on 27th November.
Aside from facilitating lovely wildlings (forest school style)
sessions, a recent successful funding application submitted by
Char – community project manager, means that the project can go
from strength to strength. Emily from @booksforchange shared
the recipe for delicious kale crisps – they are super easy, super
healthy and more-ish too: Recipe - Just drizzle roughly chopped
kale with any cooking oil and rub it in gently with your hands so
every bit is lightly coated. Sprinkle with salt and put in oven at
approx 130 degrees. Ours took about 30 mins but depends on
oven and how chunky the kale is. Just take it out when crispy! Top
tips: use sesame oil and sprinkle with sesame seeds before
cooking OR turn it into Chinese restaurant style "crispy seaweed"
by using seaweed salt and/or a pinch of brown sugar mixed with
the salt. If you want to find out more about this event check out:
www.locavoregrowingproject.org
Hythe Triangle Community Garden:- This group are having work
parties every Sunday morning from 10am till 12 noon. They are
gradually working their way through the Triangle - cutting invasive
vegetation and tidying the site up. Because they are spending a
little extra time to make sure all the cuttings are cut very small – it
means that everything cut down so far fits into the compost bin
made for that purpose. If you would like to join the pool of
volunteers, please get in touch, they would be delighted welcome
you. If you want to know more about this community project
contact Terance Ellames via email at: hello@htcg.org information
is also available at: Facebook.com/Hythetriangle For those who
cant get their updates from Facebook or www – check out the on
site noticeboard which also give information about the work this
group does.
Incredible Edibles Cheriton and Broadmead:- Sadly volunteers
were devastated to discover deliberate damage had been done to
the sunflowers and cherry tree at All Souls Church on Thursday
night 30/09. If you spotted the culprits in action please do get in
touch with Tina email address below. On the brighter side of
things – it is good to appreciate the bee and insect loving plants
which are still in bloom: Japanese Anemone - fab at tolerating a
shady spot, Cosmos - keep removing any dead flowers for blooms
up until the first frost, Buddleia - a favourite of the bees and
butterflies in our gardens, Rudbeckia - great for brightening up
garden borders as we head into autumn, Verbena Bonariensis -
ideal for adding height into a border. Adding a variety of plants or
even letting weeds and wildflowers grow in your garden can help

our important pollinators to flourish! If you would like to get
involved contact Tina Pearson on email at:
tina.pearson1@sky.com
Sandgate Community Garden:- Docker brewery had to postpone
the launch of the green Hythe hop new brew until Saturday 9th
October for fear of losing their gazebo on the harbour due to the
high winds, and lashing rain. The high winds left the banana tree
in Enbrook garden looking a bit tatty as well. The leeks seemed
confused about what season they were in and started to flower,
strange for October. Nevertheless, lots of herbs were collected
and sent to a ‘wild remedy workshop’ - it was interesting to see
several metallic looking beetles amongst the leaves which after
research turned out to be the Chrysolina Americana or rosemary
beetle - luckily it does not do much harm to the plants and seems
to have scarpered since the rain started anyway. On the
downside, badgers have demolished the entire beetroot crop – a
reminder it can be a big mistake to remove netting sometimes.
The squirrels (or is it the foxes?) have worked out how to get
under some of the
netting and have great
fun digging about in the
soil. Not to be left out, a
mole has worked its
way from the other side
of the garden wall and is
happily pushing up the
soil all around the tool
box and compost heaps
where we hope it will
stay! The badgers seem
to have turned their
noses up at the winter
radishes so far which
we have just started to
pull up, and very tasty
they are too. Much
larger than the spring
varieties, they can get as big as a turnip and withstand winter
temperatures although it is doubted they will last that long. The
cheeky late sowing of winter lettuces had been safely tucked away
in a cold frame making plenty of growth until the wetter weather
encouraged just one snail to find them and make a meal of all but
six – it only takes one snail. The nursery children at Saga are keen
to be planting up their pots and planters in their playground now
that the summer is over, and we will be supplying them with a few
cloves of garlic and onion sets to plant, along with a few broad
beans and mustard plants. They have visited the garden to see
what is growing there as part of their educational walks around the
park grounds. This coming week we are pleased to have been
asked to take part in an exhibition as part of the Folkestone
Fringe, called ‘Re-Rooting’. We will be installing a large planter in
the window of the venue at the Shakespeare Centre in Sandgate
Road, full of plants with information on their medicinal uses and
any associated folklore. Six volunteers from the garden have
stepped up to the plate to get the job set up and eventually
dismantled. The exhibition will run from 8th to 30th October
(Thursday – Sunday 11am to 4pm) just in case you happen to find
yourself in that vicinity and feel in need of a cultural experience as
apparently there will be four artists exhibiting their work at the
event too.Whats Next: Take down the tomatoes left standing at
Enbrook and distribute green fruits, Remove the beans and prep
the ground for replanting, Any wood chips left?, Clear the
demolished beetroot bed and add compost for replanting, Take
plants and seed to the nursery for the children to plant.
Hythe Environmental Community Group:– Volunteers braved
the wind this morning 2nd October, to join our litter pick – given the
bracing weather they are sure to have felt invigorated for their
efforts, but they did achieve something very useful. Many thanks
to Giles Barnard from Folkestone and Hythe council for his
support once again. The next litter pick will be on Saturday 6th
November, meeting at Battery Point car Park, Seabrook 10.00 -
11.30 a.m. Earlier in the month volunteers spend a most
productive and enjoyable day at the apple press and plant/
produce swop. The day generated lots of public interest on
Hythe's high street and it was so nice to see old friends and meet
new ones. The apple harvest might be down on past seasons, but
the juice press worked non stop for four hours, and the plant swop
was a great hit too. Thanks to Rosemary for all the seed packets!
and everyone that brought produce or plants. All the remaining
plants are going to new homes in local schools, thanks to Mike
Hamilton of the Folkestone Plant swop group! More about these
and other community grow projects at website:
www.growshepway.uk

1906: Nature Study
Ends In Tragedy

By Jan Holben

Reported at the time as ‘Cliff Fatality’ the
news item goes on to tell of the tragic
death of a young pupil of Sidney Street
School, a boy named Ernest Edward
Smith who climbed up the face of a cliff,
missed his footing, and fell to the bottom
of the cliff.

Young Ernest, one of 31 pupils from
Sidney Street School, had been
attending a nature study class
conducted by his teacher, in the Warren.
Class had been dismissed when 13 year
old Ernest decided to climb up the cliff
face in search of plants.

It was early afternoon, and the young
pupils were looking for certain wild
flowers and plants so they could
illustrate their nature study lesson –
which formed part of the school
curriculum.

Around four o’clock, the lesson was
ended and the boys had gathered at the
bottom of a zigzag path ready to go
back – when the teacher asked the boys
if any wanted to collect some of the
plants. A few boys said they needed to
go straight home and they were
dismissed to make their way home – but

some of
the boys,
including
Ernie,
wanted to
collected
samples of
periwinkle
and other
plants.

The
teacher
went back
with these
boys, and
sat on a mound so he could keep an
eye on them as they collected plant
samples. When they had all they wanted
they started to head back towards home
– when one of the boys shouted that
‘Ernie Smith was dying having fallen
from the cliff’.

They rushed to find Ernie – and found
him laying below a hole in the cliff,
known as the cave. The cave is about
halfway up the cliff, and from the cave to
the foot of the cliff was an 80 ft. drop.
When they found Ernie – he was not
dead, and seemed to be ‘in a fit’. Ernie
was taken by a farm waggon to his
home still unconscious – but where he
later died.

A marine stoker who witnessed the
accident said that he saw about six

schoolboys – about 150 ft. up the cliff
and he heard one of the boys say that
they had better get back. Shortly after
that he heard one boy call out that he
could not get back and after that he
heard a scream and he saw the boy
falling.

When Ernie was examined by the doctor
he found there were several bruises on
the body and it was determined that
death was most likely due to a ‘fracture
of the skull and shock to the system’. A
jury returned a verdict of ‘Accidental
Death’.

Headmaster Mr Jones said they they
would not be satisfied without putting up
something in memory of Ernie, and all
the boys subscribed to the memorial to
remind themselves of Ernie. The stone
was unveiled which bears the
inscription: “In memory of Ernest
Edward Smith, a much-esteemed pupil
of this school, who in attempting to climb
the Warren cliffs, fell and lost his life.
Born July 16th 1892, Died May 30th 1906.
He gave thee, He took thee, and He will
restore thee”.

Our volunteer group have located
Ernie's memorial stone and the plot is
being cleared of weeds and brambles so
that it can be freshly planted. More
about this fascinating old Folkestone
cemetery and the characters buried
there at: www.fofc.uk



Food Bank.
These are continuing with a delivery only
service. If you are struggling to feed
yourself or your family (and it applies to
single people and couples, not just people
with children) Ring Citizens Advice
Bureau, on free phone 080 2082138 to
explain your problem and obtain a
voucher. The food will be delivered to your
home. You can have 3 days supply of
dried and tinned food, and help in other
ways, if your problems need to be referred
to another agency.
If you cannot get through on that number,
ring the RMCC number 01797 366855,
during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in
Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am
on the day of the food bank, which is
Tuesdays in New Romney, from 5.30pm-
7pm and Fridays in Lydd.
There are collections points in most
supermarkets and churches. The most
useful items at present are tinned fruit,
washing tablets, tinned ham, shower jel
and custard. They DO NOT need cereals,
pasta, beans or soup. Most church
harvest festivals locally have collected for
the food bank warehouse, for which they
are very grateful.
Brookland, St. Augustine.
There is a book swap within the church,
and a table of produce and bits and bobs
in the church porch. Do feel free to
browse and support the church.
The harvest supper for the local churches
is on Friday, October 22and will be a fish
and chips supper in Brookland village hall
at 7pm. . If you would like to book a place,
ring Revd Shuna on 01797 343977.
Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
There is a service every Sunday, at 10am.
Rev John is also starting a series of bible
studies on the minor prophets in the
autumn. Some in person, and a repeat on
zoom. If interested ring John on 01303
980027.
The joint harvest supper, for Dymchurch,
Newchurch and Burmarsh will be at
Newchurch on Saturday, October 16th
6pm for 6.30pm. Because of the
circumstances this year, it is to be a picnic
supper, where everyone brings their own
food, tea and coffee will be provided. It is
still hoped to be a meaningful time of
friendship and fellowship. If you would like
to come, please ring Chris Clark on 07740
395497.
Hythe, St Leonards
There is a weekly service at 9.30am, and
6.30pm on Sundays. Both services are
live streamed and can be accessed from
the website www.slhk.org and following
the menu. There is an interregnum (a time
without a priest) at the moment, but the
post is being advertised.

St Michael’s Methodist-Anglican
Church Centre.
There is a service every Sunday morning
at 11am. The Community Coffee mornings
have resumed and are held on the first
and third Friday of each month, from
10am-noon. So the next one will be on
October 15th.
Lydd, All Saints.
Regular services now take place each
Sunday at 10.30am, and there is a
midweek communion on Thursday
mornings at 9.30am. The church warden
is now Mike Botton, who can be contacted
on 01797 321615.
Newchurch. St Peter and Paul.
Services are now held on the first and
third Sundays of each month at 9am, so
the next one will be on October 17th. The
Parish Harvest Supper for Newchurch,
Dymchurch and Burmarsh will be on
Saturday, October 16th See notes under
Dymchurch.
New Romney, St Nicholas.
Services at 11am each Sunday. Some
morning worship, and some Holy
Communion.
The church is recommencing craft fairs on
the 3rd Saturday of the month in October,
so the first one will be on Saturday,
October, 16th from 10am.
Romney Marsh Community Church.
There is a service every Sunday, now at
10.30am, and the service as it takes place
is recorded, for anyone who would like to
view it after the service. The congregation
are delighted to worship normally and
have fellowship after the service albeit still
with social distancing in mind. Singing
with masks takes place. Refreshments
have been served, with encouragement
not to meet in bunches. Nearly all of the
church congregation feel confident to
return to worship.
Discipleship groups are now functioning
in homes, and the Toddler group has
recommenced.
October will see the beginning of the
routine Sunday Club work for children,
and a crèche for preschool children,
during the morning service. The crèche
children will have simple activities to do,
on the same subject as the older children.
All helpers have been police checked, and
attended courses on safe guarding of
children and vulnerable adults.
At a recent church update meeting, many
arrangements were discussed, including
plans for the succession, when the
present pastor retires at the end of 2022.
Plans were also discussed to restart the
very popular Christmas Soup and Pudding

Café, on Tuesday to Thursday, December
7th, 8th and 9th.
St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
There is a service in the church every
Sunday morning at 10.30am.
Social Events. Wednesday, October 20th
10am, coffee morning.
Monday, October 25th 2pm Bingo, raffle
and refreshments.
All invited to come along and support
church funds.
St Mary in the Marsh.
The harvest supper will take place in St
Mary’s Bay Village Hall (not the church
hall) on Saturday, October 16th. If you
would like to book a place, ring Liz on
07799 887335. Please let Liz know if you
have any special dietary requirements, on
booking. The cost will be £12.50, for a 3
course dinner.
After the black watch beetle work has
been completed, help will be needed, to
give the church a good clean. Any help
will be appreciated. Please let any
member of the PCC know if you can help.

On Wednesday mornings in term time,
activities for parents and children take
place in the church at 10am.
Snagate, St Dunstans
The next regular service will be a HC on
Sunday, October 10th at 9am.
Refreshments have been re-introduced
after the service, which has been a
blessing. Like the old school parties, you
are asked to bring your own cup!
A well- attended harvest service took
place on Sunday evening at 6pm, and
was well received. Many thanks are given
to the magnificent contributions to the
food bank appeal.
The funeral took place on Wednesday,
October 6th, of John Pettitt, who has
supported the church very well since they
moved to the Old Vicarage next door
some years ago. John was a much loved
family man, and member of the
community, and respected member of the
Judiciary.
Church chuckle.
In the days when children went off to
Sunday school on their own, a mum gave
a child some small change, as she went to
Sunday School. Mummy said she could
buy some sweets with half of it, and give
the rest in the collection. On arriving
home, the little girl told mummy which
sweets she had bought. “And did you
give any to God” asked mum. “No” said
the little girl “he wasn’t there”
Wit and Wisdom.
Most people are as happy as they make
up their minds to be! Abraham Lincoln.
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MoreMemories of the 1950s
“In 1950, I was living in St. Mary’s Road, New Romney with
my parents, brother and sister and my father was a fireman
in the AFS, later the NFS. He worked very hard, often
working in the family butcher’s business before he went to
work and again when he finished. I went to Southlands
School and my form teacher was the new organist/
choirmaster at the Church Mr. Ken Tullett, who took us for
English and Music. I played in goal for football, including a
few matches against other schools for the Under 13s.
“In metalwork one of the items we made was a garden line
holder. I still have mine and use it regularly nearly 70 years
on. There were trips to Wembley in Carey’s coaches to see
the England versus Scotland Schoolboy Internationals and
another coach trip was to the Festival of Britain in 1951. On
Saturdays and school holidays I helped in grandfather’s
butchers shop in North Street, delivering orders on Saturday
mornings, and helping to clean up on Saturday afternoons.
In the holidays I was allowed to help making mince and
sausage meat, as well as boning meat. During these years,
sheep were still driven down the St. Mary’s Road to be
dipped in the special concrete ‘baths’ just on the far side of
the New Cut. They were also driven to New Romney Station
to be loaded onto trains. Also loaded onto the trains was
sugar beet, transported from the Dymchurch direction by the
new orange coloured Nuffield Universal tractors hauling two
four-wheeled trailers each.
“In 1952, King George VI died and at school we were all
assembled in the main hall mid-morning where Mr. Leckie,
the Headmaster, made the announcement. A few days after
the East Coast floods in 1953 my father and I walked to
Sandgate along the coast as far as was possible and viewed
the damage to the sea defences. My abiding memory is of
the huge lumps of concrete washed out of the sea wall. My
Grandfather believed that if the wind had not changed to let
the water out of the Channel, the seawall would have been
breached and the Marsh flooded on the next high tide.
“I suppose the major event of 1953 was the Coronation.
Living in the parish of St. Mary-in-the Marsh, we took part in
the celebrations in the field next to the Star Inn. At that point
we did not have a television, but did see the film of the
Coronation when it came to the local
cinemas. Sometimes we would go to the
cinema held in the hall adjacent to the
Ship Hotel in New Romney, but mostly it
was to Hythe, Folkestone or Lydd.
Sometimes we would go by bus, but often
we would cycle. If it was to Hythe, we
would leave our cycles in the Rampart
Garage for a parking charge of 1d.
“On leaving school in 1954, I went to work
for the Romney Marsh Rural District
Council in the Surveyor’s Department, at
“Prescott”, in Rolfe Lane. One of the
more mundane tasks I had to perform
was to take the contents of the penny in
the slot locks from the public
conveniences at St. Mary’s Bay and
Dymchurch to the bank. An early job was
to assist a surveyor from a firm of London
consulting engineers who were surveying

for the main drainage scheme that stretched from St. Mary’s
Bay to the far side of Dymchurch.
“New Romney was a thriving town in those days. Don Baker
ran an engineering and plumbing business in North Street
not far from my grandfather’s shop. There was the off-
licence in the High Street that had a nodding elephant in the
window advertising Fremlins beer. Nearby was Daniels the
bakers, Mr. Ellis’s hardware shop and Tony McQueen the
newsagents. Mrs. Apps had a little shop in Sussex Road,
Hartops was near the Cinque Ports and the Cobblers was in
Rome Road. Further down the High Street was Ashdown’s
the ironmongers, King’s Dairies on the corner of Tritton Lane
and Mr. Ashdown’s café in High House.
“Around this time there was a general increase in road traffic
due to the wider availability of cars and people visiting the
seaside. Fridays were the change-over days at the
Children’s Holiday Camp at St. Mary’s Bay and dozens of
coaches would bring children down from London around
mid-day and return with the others. In 1955 I went on an
exchange visit to Germany and I exchanged with a lad from
Euskirchen, near Bonn. Sometime afterwards, I bought a
new lightweight cycle from Sid Ashdown in West Street and
took up cycling more seriously, going out with Eddie, John
and Dave Ashdown. In 1956 I went off on a cycle touring
holiday staying in Youth Hostels.
“I left home to do my National Service in the RAF in 1957.
Initially I was stationed at Bridgnorth and when my posting
came it was to Uxbridge but after a time I was getting bored
and so applied for an overseas posting. I eventually got one
to Germany at a signals unit at RAF Borgentreich in the Harz
Mountains near the Russian Zone. I was demobbed in 1959
and the next day, I went to see Mr. Denyer who also lived in
St. Mary’s Road. He had contacted my parents to say that
there was a job going in the Range Office at Lydd Army
Camp where he worked. He explained the job and after an
interview I started straight away.
“After starting work at Lydd I started cycling again with John,
Dave and Eddie.. I also started to play football for New
Romney 2nd XI and in those days we only just about
managed to field a full team; in fact I think on one or two
occasions we may have been a man short. I then gradually
got involved in the running of the Club for a short while, with
Joe Tye, Bill Prior and Johnny Field.” . . . Paul Rabson.




