
The public inquiry into the
proposed “stopping-up” of
Princes Parade, held in
October at the Leas Cliff Hall,
is expected to last five days.
The inquiry was set up to
establish the impact on traffic
in Hythe of the closure of a
length of the road running
adjacent to the Princes Parade
site. It is held by an inspector
appointed by the Secretary of
State for Transport, who will
decide whether to make the
stopping-up order under
Section 247 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990.

Members of the Save Princes
Parade campaign were there
to put the case for abandoning
this part of the council’s
redevelopment plans – as they
put it, literally to save Princes
Parade! They claim that the
stopping-up order would
prevent access to the beach
for years. They have the
support of Conservative
County Councillors Rory Love
and Andy Weatherhead, who
launched a petition with over
5000 signatures calling for the
public inquiry to look at the
closure of the Princes Parade

road and its re-routing closer to
the Royal Military Canal. The
petition has come under attack
as many of the signatories are
not local residents. Meanwhile,
the future of the Hythe Green
Party is clearly resting in the
balance as this is probably
their last chance to make an
impact on the proposed
development.

The original idea for a leisure
centre to replace the existing
Hythe swimming pool came
about as part of the planning
application for Nickolls quarry
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(now Martello Lakes). In 2012 the then
Shepway council commissioned
reports from consultants. Strategic
Leisure concluded that the preferred
site should be Princes Parade, land
owned by the district council, a
recommendation accepted by Cabinet
in December 2012 where they also
authorised officers to continue with the
project. The plans to develop Princes
Parade have seen strong opposition for
a decade. Initially formed in 2011, the
SPP campaign group was formally
established in 2017 to oppose the
Council’s attempt to develop the site. It
presented a petition of over 6,500
names and provided more than 600
formal written objections from residents
submitted at the consultation stage of
the planning process. The project
divides local opinion, because of the
loss of open space and the impact on
wildlife, but also because of the impact
on the Royal Military Canal (a
Scheduled Ancient Monument). There
are also contamination risks, flood risks
and financial risks, while the diversion
of the road must be approved before
the development can go ahead –
hence the current public inquiry.

After a decade of careful deliberation,
public consultation and painstaking
preparation, the long awaited and
much needed community asset is

finally becoming a reality. Work to
prepare Princes Parade for
construction of the leisure centre and
accompanying housing began in March
2021, with trees and vegetation
removed along the adjacent canal, and
badgers re-located. This on-site testing
will determine the final design of the
substructure works for the
development, which is being
undertaken with expert ecological
advice. The design of the realigned
road and services started at the same
time. In February the District Council
awarded the £2.3 million contract to
build the planned leisure centre,

promenade and other infrastructure
works to BAM Construction.
Construction will begin on site during
the first quarter of 2022. The council
has yet to put the contract for
construction of the residential element
(150 new homes) of the development
out to tender.

Politically, Princes Parade has proved
toxic. All five Hythe district council
seats were won by Green Party
candidates in 2019; they assured
voters that their opposition to the
project would result in its being
abandoned, a campaign pledge that

was neither truthful nor capable of
delivery. Subsequently the Save
Princes Parade campaign group has
amassed hundreds of followers since
its launch. Shortly after the 2019
elections, the full council voted to
abandon the scheme, a decision that
was overridden by the Cabinet. In a
powerful demonstration of support,
residents and SPP members
organised fund-raising events,
producing nearly £50,000 towards the
costs of an attempt to overturn the
Council’s granting of planning
permission for Princes Parade
through a Judicial Review. The legal
challenge was unsuccessful.

The District Council still faces some
difficult problems ahead. It needs to
take account of the many objections
to, and logistical problems of,
‘stopping-up’ the road. There are also
extensive environmental, drainage
and ecological issues to be addressed
as well as justifying the financial
viability, yet to be fully ascertained, of
building on this site. Critics are also
very concerned that much of the
application is outline only and that
many details (including design and
dealing with the contamination) will be
decided as reserved matters or
conditions. Following the failed
judicial review and appeal against the
planning decision, the council is now
able to begin work in earnest, though
this hasn't stopped the Green party
and their SPP allies from promoting
Martello Lakes as an alternative,
deliverable solution. They are also
pressing for a realistic examination of
the costs of development.

Prior to the full council meeting in
February 2021, a SPP spokesman
sent every councillor an email
claiming that: "The current plans for
Prince’s Parade are at best financially

risky and at worst reckless, wasting
taxpayers’ money and potentially
making a huge loss largely because
of the technical issues and costs
associated with developing this
challenging, contaminated area.’’ At
the meeting, Liberal Democrat Tim
Prater moved an amendment to
remove more than £17 million
allocated to the Princes Parade
project from the current
budget, and a
further £11 million
in next year's
provisional
budget. The
amendment was
defeated. At a
further meeting in
September,
Cllr. Lesley
Whybrow
(Green)
failed to
persuade the council that the
clearance of vegetation should be
suspended until the public inquiry was
concluded. She was accused by the
council leader, David Monk, of
deploying yet another delaying tactic

The Looker attended the opening
morning of the inquiry, where dozens
of protestors were expected. On the
first day, however, the audience was
largely made up of local Green Party
Members and at its busiest had 22
people in attendance. One of the main
complaints was that there would be a
loss of car parking spaces because of
the re-routing, However the Inquiry
established that in reality there would
be a net gain of parking spaces, along
with a number of new disabled
parking spaces. The new leisure
centre would also provide additional
parking spaces. It was explained that
currently the road is dangerous as

cars must park so close to the sea
wall, with drivers and passengers
having to alight from their cars on to a
busy road. It was pointed out that the
installation of traffic calming humps
would help to slow down the traffic
along the whole road and that the
reduction of the speed limit as a result
of the calming would add only 28
seconds to the entire journey time for
the whole length of the parade.

One couple who have a holiday home
overlooking the parade told The
Looker that they had been misled by
critics of the project who has informed
them that the council had ignored due
process in submitting the planning
application. Another lady stated she
did not care whether the development
was legal or not; she simply did not
want the swimming pool or the
houses, as they would block the view
from her house.

Social media are having a field day,
with lots of variations on the theme
that the Green party are drinking in
the Last Chance saloon. Peter Begg
said: “The party got elected on the
back of stopping Princes Parade; they
failed at every stage. They do not
represent the majority of people in
Hythe. You can tell how many people
actually give a fig about it as hardly
anyone turned up! I loved the
comment about Cllr Jim Martin’s
submissions being ‘at best
economical with the truth and at
worse, a work of pure fantasy’. If they
lose this appeal, I suggest that both
the Green Party and the two county
Councillors stand down, as they are
about as much good as a chocolate
fireguard!”

What do you think, should they stand
down?

Email: info@thelooker.co.uk
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A civic welcome to Folkestone was
provided by Town Mayor Michelle
Keutenius who was full of praise for
this amazing project.

“One of the most moving experiences
I've had so far as Mayor of Folkestone
- I was truly honoured to be able to
greet Little Amal,” she said. “Joining so
many people to see her, support her
and make her feel welcome was
powerful.

“At lunchtime I joined her on the
Harbour Arm, along with young people
for her first steps. The gifts she
received were brilliantly made by hand
- very well done to all involved and for
making this happen.”

The Mayor also highlighted “a little
extra bonus” having had the
opportunity to meet Jude Law earlier in
the day. The Hollywood star was on
hand with local school children to greet
Amal earlier in the day, and spoke of
his own joy at meeting her and give his
support to the project.

"It's such a stroke of genius in how it
would combine street theatre and
celebration with awareness raising
and, in many ways I suppose, contact
across all these countries,” he said,
“and I was thrilled to be asked to
support it, which I've been doing over
the last few months.

"I'm even more touched to be asked to
be here today and welcome Little Amal
to the shores of the UK here in
Folkestone."

Jude is one of a high profile group of
global celebrity ambassadors who are
lending their support to Little Amal’s
cause, including Gillian Anderson,
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Anish Kapoor, Gary
Lineker, Michael Morpurgo and even
rock band Wolf Alice.

It takes three puppeteers to operate
Little Amal; a stilt walker who also
brings her face to life and one on each
of her arms. There is a total team of
eleven puppeteers, including two from
refugee backgrounds. Their mission
statement makes clear their intent:

“Throughout history the movement of
people has fuelled human progress,
enriched culture and accelerated the
acquisition of knowledge. The Walk is
a celebration of migration and cultural
diversity that will tell the story of the
contributions made by refugees and
immigrants. It represents the refugee
story as one of potential, success,
respect, hospitality and kindness.

“Art affirms our shared humanity
regardless of language, culture,
finance or education. We believe that
The Walk has the power to create
lasting change. By telling the stories of
people who are often marginalised,
feared or pitied we can help transform
their lives and our own.”

The Walk’s Amal Fund was launched
in September in association with
Choose Love and Good Chance to
support children who have fled
persecution and need support to
rebuild their lives. Money raised will go
to effective grassroots groups that help

children access education, and the
support they need to achieve their
potential in the places they’ve found
refuge. Those who have been moved
by her journey, or enjoyed the events
along her route, can donate and help
young refugees like Little Amal to build
a more hopeful future:
www:donate.chooselove.org/
campaigns/walks-amal-fund.

The Walk continued her trek to Dover,
Canterbury, London (where she
celebrated her tenth birthday), and
Oxford, before heading to Coventry,
Birmingham and Sheffield and
eventually putting her feet up in
Manchester. More information about
this ground-breaking walk can be
found at: www.walkwithamal.org.

Whilst it is true to say that Amal
received a warmer welcome than
those whose real-life experience has
been less than enjoyable, it was
inspiring to see such a level of support
for this internationally attractive
project, with its humanitarian mission
and huge commitment to improving
damaged lives.

However, until the root of the problem
is addressed by the international
community, hundreds of thousands of
refugees will continue to make epic
and life-threatening journeys away
from war, famine, drought and
persecution.

In the spirit of a joyous day, there is
really only one way to end this report –
tahiyati..!

Not So Little
Amal, comes to
Folkestone
In one of the most ambitious and
creative art and cultural projects ever
attempted, a 3.5m (over 11ft.) mobile
puppet arrived at Folkestone Harbour
last week, amid scenes of immense
warmth and goodwill towards the
towering doll.

The (not so) Little Amal - created by
the team behind War Horse – depicts a
nine-year-old girl leaving her Syrian
home in the hope of finding her
mother, going to school and starting a
new life, a story not unlike those of
hundreds of thousands of young
people who have fled war, famine and
drought over the last 15 years.

Little Amal’s walk has taken 14 weeks
to cover the 8,000km (4,970 miles)
through Turkey, Greece, Italy, France,
Switzerland, Germany, Belgium to the
UK to focus attention on the urgent
needs of young refugees. The aim of
the project is to shine a light on the
stories of the millions of displaced
refugee children she represents.

To welcome Little Amal to Folkestone,
Creative Folkestone and Folkestone
Fringe gathered a mass of singers
from London Contemporary Voices
(LCV) and Citizens of the World Choir,
as well as a contingent from our own
Marsh Choir. They sang a specially
composed song by acclaimed
composer and choir director Anil
Sebastian of LCV, in association with
young people from Kent Refugee
Action Network.

The welcome song consisted of
Arabic and English lyrics including the
words ‘tahiyati’ (‘my greetings’) and
‘salam’ (‘welcome’) – with Amal’s own
name meaning ‘hope’.

This extraordinary feat (size 28 at
least) followed the phenomenal
international success of ‘The Jungle’
created by Good Chance – a
production company which
specialises in connecting people,
stories and cultures through the
media of art and theatre. In
collaboration with Handspring Puppet
Company, the world-famous creators
of War Horse, they have presented a
travelling festival of art and hope in
support of refugees across Europe,
with artistic direction from Amir Nizar
Zuabi.

“It is because the attention of the
world is elsewhere right now that it is
more important than ever to reignite
the conversation about the refugee
crisis and to change the narrative

around it,” says Amir. “Yes, refugees
need food and blankets, but they also
need dignity and a voice.

The purpose of The Walk is to highlight
the potential of the refugee, not just
their dire circumstances. Little Amal is
3.5 metres tall because we want the
world to grow big enough to greet her.

We want her to inspire us to think big
and to act bigger.”

The model itself is made of cane and
carbon fibre to make it as light as
possible for the operator inside the
construction. Two other puppeteers
control the arms, bringing Amal to life.

Actor Jude Law welcomes Amal to Folkestone

Little Amal caused quite a stir as she made her landmark journey at the Harbour Arm
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CINQUE PORTS ARMS NEW ROMNEY CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU

Starters
. . . . .

Ardennes Pate - Served with a local chutney and a malted crusty baguette
. . . . .

French Brie Wedges Coated in Rosemary & Garlic Crumb - Served with a salad garnish
& cranberry sauce

. . . . .

Homemade French Onion Soup - Topped with cheese & garlic croutons
. . . . .

Traditional Prawn Cocktail - Served with a malted crusty baguette

Mains
. . . . .

ROAST TURKEY or ROAST BEEF - Served with traditional winter
vegetables, pigs in blankets, Yorkshire pudding, stuffing, homemade gravy

and cranberry sauce or horseradish
. . . . .

CHAR-GRILLED STEAK - Served with tomatoes, mushrooms, peas
and french fries

. . . . .

PAN SEARED SALMON - Served with traditional winter vegetables,
buttered new potatoes and a béarnaise sauce

. . . . .

HOMEMADE CHEDDAR, MUSHROOM, SPINACH & BUTTERNUT
SQUASH PARCEL - Served with traditional winter vegetables and

homemade vegetarian gravy

Traditional Winter Vegetables = Roast Potatoes, Braised Red Cabbage,
Honey Glazed Parsnips, Brussel Sprouts and Carrots

Finished off with a choice from selection of desserts
including your Christmas favourites.

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 15TH NOVEMBER TO 23RD
DECEMBER 2021 - 3 COURSES - £26pp

Booking and pre order only

Please speak to a member of the team or contact us on 01797 361894

Record number of Green
Flags for our District’s
Parks
Kingsnorth Gardens is the latest park in the district to
proudly fly the Green Flag after being awarded the
prestigious international accolade for the first time.

The popular haven in Folkestone joins the Royal Military
Canal, Lower Leas Coastal Park and Radnor Park – all of
which are managed by Folkestone & Hythe District Council
– in holding the status for 2021/22.

The award is given to green spaces which boast the highest
possible environmental standards, are beautifully
maintained and have excellent visitor facilities.

Cllr John Collier, F&HDC Cabinet Member for Property
Management and Grounds Maintenance, said: “Kingsnorth
Gardens has always had a special place in residents’
hearts, but to have its beauty and tranquillity formally
recognised in this way for the first time is particularly
satisfying. We’re proud that four of our parks have received
the Green Flag mark of quality this year – it’s the first time
we’ve achieved this number. Continuing to deliver quality
parks and open spaces for all of the district is high on our
list of priorities. I would also like to say a massive thank you
to our fantastic grounds maintenance team that helps keep
our parks looking wonderful throughout the year.”

A short flag-raising ceremony was held at Kingsnorth
Gardens yesterday (19 October) to celebrate the
achievement. Councillors were joined by pupils and young
adults from The Beacon Plus and Folkestone College – both
of which have contributed to the area looking its best.

Built Environment students at the college are also planning
to install a new pergola in a bright, cheerful red, built in a
Japanese style, with a moon gate and seating area as its
focal point. This will be a tranquil place for reflection.

Third year student Ciaran Ellen, who came up with the idea
for the moon gate, added: “It’s very exciting to have our
work rewarded, and I’m looking forward to seeing the gate
being put up. I hope that the gate and sundial will make the
gardens unique and bring more visitors to the park.”

Kingsnorth Gardens is also home to a number of artworks
for this year’s Triennial, organised by Creative Folkestone.

The Green Flag Award scheme is managed by
environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy (KBT) and rewards
well-managed parks and green spaces, setting the
benchmark standard for their management across the
country and the world.

Green Flag Award Scheme Manager Paul Todd said: “I
would like to congratulate everyone involved in making
these sites worthy of a Green Flag Award. To meet the
requirements demanded by the scheme is testament to the
hard work of the staff and volunteers who do so much to
ensure that these sites have high standards of horticulture,
safety and environmental management and is a place that
supports people to live healthy lives.”

Brockhill Country Park in Saltwood, which is maintained by
Kent County Council, has also received the same
recognition by retaining its Green Flag Award.



Walk theMarsh 2021:
Get walking, get active
and raise funds for the
Romney Marsh
Community Hub!

On 29 October 2021, the Romney Marsh Community Hub
is launching its first annualWalk the Marsh and is inviting
the whole community to get involved.

Kelly McGrath, Health & Safety Coordinator and Tracy
Bartlett, Wellbeing Coordinator, both work at the Hub and
are launching the initiative with a 45mile sponsored walk
around the Romney Marsh, taking in as many of the
towns and villages as they can in three days.

Local residents, schools and community groups are being
invited to join in by taking on their own walk during the
months of November and December 2021. If 45 miles is
too much, participants are encouraged to walk any
variation on the 45 theme - distances of 4.5 miles, 4.5k,
45 steps and 45,000 steps are just some of the ideas
suggested!
More information here: www.rmch.org.uk/walk-the-marsh

Tracy Bartlett
“The pandemic brought an
end to my dreams of
studying nursing, as the
course that I had started
in spring 2020 was
immediately cancelled,
with all trainees
redeployed to support
healthcare workers on
the wards. After
contracting COVID, I
was off work for 20
weeks and ultimately
unable to return to
healthcare. However, I
was determined not to
let it beat me. When
the wellbeing position
came up at the Hub, I
jumped at it – and I
now spend my time
encouraging others to
get fit and active and enjoy

life. COVID has been so hard on the community – and
there are so many who, like me, have had their lives
upended by this pandemic. I can’t wait to get walking and
raise awareness of the important work carried out by the
Hub.”
Kelly McGrath explains her motivation for walking 45
miles in three days:
“In June 2020, aged just 34, I suffered a cardiac arrest not
long after Tracy had a severe angina attack, brought on
by COVID19. We have both been through the mill this
past year and it has highlighted just how tough it has been
for everyone. Training is underway and this walk is a
great incentive for Tracy and me to get back to fitness
and, most importantly, raise money for this incredible
cause.”

Jon Wilson is the CEO of the Romney Marsh
Community Hub.

“Our focus throughout the
pandemic has been to
provide vital support to
vulnerable people within
the wider community.
But, looking to the future,
our Hub will be supporting
the health and wellbeing of
those aged 50+ across the
Marsh with a real focus on
being active, keeping
moving and
regaining vital
social contact.
This walk is
the perfect
way to
encourage
people to get
active. Whether you can walk 45 steps – or 45 miles,
please get involved!”

A special donations page has been set up, as well as a
page on the Hub’s new website: More information here:
www.rmch.org.uk/walk-the-marsh.
Sponsorship forms can also be found online, or by calling
01797 383888.

Tracy and Kelly will set off from the Hub on Rolfe Lane,
New Romney on Friday 29 October, returning on Monday
1 November.

Walkers are encouraged to complete their sponsored
walks during the months of November and December.

Tracy and Kelly will be covering the following areas during
their walk:

New Romney – Littlestone -
Greatstone - Lydd on Sea -

Dungeness – Lydd - Old Romney -
Ivychurch - Brenzett – Brookland -
St Mary-in-the-Marsh - Newchurch-

Burmarsh - Dymchurch -
St Mary’s Bay

Businesses wishing to support the RMCH and have
their logo featured on the walkers’ kits, as well as
benefit from mentions in publicity, should contact
clare@rmch.org.uk in the first instance.
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T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal

Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620

Dymchurch Post office to
merge with local store
The news that the Dymchurch Post office will close down
when it’s Postmaster Grant retires has had a mixed reaction
from locals.

This seemed to be the end of the road for a dedicated post
office for the village. The Looker reported that Grant
Peakall, who has been a central part of village life for many
years, had initially wanted to sell the post office as an
ongoing business, but this was blocked by the post office.

With him finally agreeing a deal to finally shut up shop, the
Post Office have announced plans to move the office from
its present location to ‘share a shop’ with the Express -
Dymchurch Village Store, at 15 - 17 High Street, where the
post office stated it would ‘operate as one of our local style
branches’.

In a statement the post office said: “We’re proposing this
move as part of the ongoing modernisation of our branch
network. We are confident that introducing a local style
branch alongside a successful retail store is the most
effective way to safeguard sustainable Post Office services
in the local community into the future.”

The news that the current office was met with a number of
different comments when the news broke last week.

Most of the people were concerned that the proposed new
shop would have very poor access, along with concerns
that disabled people would not be able to have easy access
as the pavement outside is very narrow.

On social media Lorraine Holden asked the question:”Have
they actually been in the shop, it's so overcrowded now how
would they do a post office in there? There's no room.”

Pat Smith said: “Ridiculous!! You can't move in there now
and agree with comments on parking at the roundabout;
outside the bakers too.”

The general consensus though was the move would be
better than losing the office altogether.

In the statement the Post Office said: “Customers would
access Post Office services in a modern, open-plan
environment alongside the operator’s retail outlet. Working
with the Postmaster, we’d adapt the current store layout,
fixtures and fittings to accommodate the Post Office in a
dedicated area of the store. A wide range of Post Office
products and services would be available. We’d also add a
low-screened, modern Post Office till at the retail counter
offering most Post Office products and services over longer
opening hours, so customers can access their Post Office
when it’s convenient. Customer satisfaction with local style
branches is high, and many local branch customers visit
outside traditional opening hours.

What do you think? Email info@thelooker.co.uk

Retiring postmaster Grant Peakall



Page 10 Page 11

Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MP

Up Coming Films
Don’t blame us, pay us
themoney you promised
That is what the French Government have claimed, relating
to the payment of £54 million the government promised to
France to help prevent asylum seekers in small boats
crossing the Channel.

The home secretary Priti Patel, has kept stating that the
promised money had been paid, but the French have
stated that not a single pound or Euro has been received.

Home Office Minister Damian Hinds said the delay in
payment was the result of an “administrative process”
which had taken time to work through. His comments come
after a French minister said “Not one Euro has been paid”.
And a long letter to the Home Office pointed out that the
French have done their part of the deal, by increasing the
police presence along an 60 mile stretch of the northern
French coastline.

The spat between the two governments heightened with a
huge increase month for month on boats attempting to
cross the channel with as the figure of successful crossings
to the UK in small craft in 2021 reached more than 18,000.

In the past 2 weeks, over 2,000 migrants made the trip,
with local residents asking, what are the French doing to
combat this? It appears they have increased the number of
officers and surveillance equipment, but accused the
Government of making ‘false promises’ and not keeping to
the agreement of paying the money on time.

When a BBC News reporter asked the Home Office
minister when the money would be paid to the French
authorities, Mr Hinds said: “Absolutely, we are working
closely with the French and I expect that question that you
have raised to be finalised in the coming weeks.” He added
that an ‘administrative process’ rather than any ‘political
question’ had led to the delay in France receiving the
money.

He went on to say: “I didn’t say it was an error, it is a
process to be worked through when you are transferring
what are very large sums of taxpayers’ money, I would like
to see increased activity, increased turnback (of asylum
seekers). France is a safe country. If you are seeking

asylum, you should claim it in the first safe country you come
to.”

On Saturday, French interior minister Gérald Darmanin said:
“For now, not one Euro has been paid. We are asking the
British to keep their promises of financing because we are
holding the border for them.”

During a visit to Dunkirk, he also called on Britain to take
measures to reduce its “attractiveness” for asylum seekers
without residency papers, without elaborating.

Since the start of the year, more than 18,000 people have
succeeded in reaching the UK on board small boats, according
to data compiled by the PA news agency.

The question about making the UK an attractive place to come,
has cause outrage within the Local community. One Dungeness
resident, who has witnessed multiple crossing told The Looker:
“Ok this is not about Race Faith or being bigoted, but this is
wrong. I get that these people have come from a crisis torn
country. But why travel across 2000 miles and travel through
multiple safe countries, only to have to risk your life and cross
the channel in a small boat. It just does not make sense? Why
would you want to come here? Do they think that there is a pot
of gold here?
“Well, the government needs to do something to make sure
they know, that there is not a free golden freedom pass. These
people are coming here illegally, most people who break the law
end up in prison, not put up in 4-star hotels and given a weekly
allowance. If you want to stop them coming. Send them straight
back and get them to apply through a European asylum centre.
I am sure the UK would happily take a share, but it feels now
like we are carrying the grunt for the rest of the EU…. Perhaps
that is not a coincidence?!”

Last Friday, like so many other people, I was
stunned to hear the news of the murder of my
parliamentary colleague David Amess. On Monday
this week I attended the memorial service for
members of the House of Commons and House of
Lords at St Margaret’s church in Westminster, to
mark David’s great contribution to public life. The
service was also attended by my predecessor
Michael Howard, who was first elected to parliament
in 1983, the same year as David Amess.

David Amess was a hardworking Member of
Parliament and good-humoured colleague whom it
was a pleasure to know. He had friends across the
House of Commons, regardless of political
affiliation, and he will be greatly missed by members
of parliament and everyone else who works in the
Palace of Westminster. His murder has shocked us
all and has struck a terrible blow for his family. It
was also an attack on our very system of
democracy, striking down an MP as he worked with
the people in his constituency, seeking to help them
and represent their concerns. I have taken advice
from Kent police about the security precautions that
are made around my surgeries and I am content
that we are following the latest guidance. It is my
intention to carry on with face to face surgery
meetings for constituents who would like them, and
with other public engagements.

The murder of David Amess has once again
highlighted the abuse and death threats that many
members of parliament receive on a regular basis.
However, MPs are not the only targets of hate
speech. For the last few weeks I have been chairing
the Joint Select Committee on the government’s
draft Online Safety Bill and we have heard evidence
from victims of abuse, and those who campaign for
new laws to make the internet a safer space. We
have heard consistent complaints that racist,
homophobic and misogynistic speech on social
media is normalising that language and encouraging
others to behave in a similar way. If we allow social
media platforms to give licence to this vile speech
by not removing it, then we are making it more likely
that people's real world behaviours will be
influenced by what they see online.

I have long campaigned for the creation of a
regulator with powers to set standards for the
removal of harmful content on social media. Time
and again we have seen that the big social media
companies have failed to act effectively to remove
illegal content and other forms of hate speech and
extremism. The Online Safety Bill is proposing to
create such a system where companies would have
massive fines of up to 10% of their global revenues
for failing to comply with the code. The Bill will also
create responsibilities for social media companies
not to promote harmful content through their
recommendation tools. These are important and
overdue reforms. The Joint Committee which I Chair
will produce a report to the government in
December making recommendations for the final
version of the Bill, which will be introduced to
parliament in the new year.
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans Foot Health Practitioner

Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.co.uk

“AUGUST IN
HYTHE”

(through the eyes of its
members)

The Hythe District Photographic Club
celebrates its 10th Anniversary in
2021 and wanted to mark the
occasion by commemorating the
Cinque Port Town of Hythe and its
people. So a project was initiated to
capture the people and activities of
Hythe, over a period of one month,
through the medium of photography.

Hythe has a rich and interesting
history dating back over hundreds of
years. With its extensive coastline and
promenade, bustling High Street,
Royal Military Canal and Romney,
Hythe & Dymchurch Railway, it has a
unique charm. The town’s name
originates from the Old English word
‘Hithe’, meaning ‘Haven’, and today
this still holds true, as it provides a
delightful place to live and work, and a
warm welcome to visitors.

As with all communities, Hythe has
had to endure the havoc wreaked by
the coronavirus global pandemic, but
the challenges that Covid-19
presented were met with customary
stoicism by its people. That is why the
Club chose August 2021 as the month

to undertake this project. August
marked the time when Hythe and its
people were able to begin the long
road back to normality and we wanted
to capture the start of this unique
journey.

The Hythe District Photographic Club
believe that “a photograph stops a
memory from fading away”. It is hoped
that this book will not only give
pleasure now, but will provide an
important historical record, so that
future generations can look back at
how Hythe and its community looked
in 2021, and how they coped with, and
overcame, the challenges presented
by the pandemic in this - hopefully
unique - period in its history.

Publication of this book represented a
major challenge for our small Club
and we acknowledge and thank the
following for their help in making it
possible :- The Rotary Club of Hythe,
Hemanshu Patel / Hythe Life

Magazine, Members of Hythe District
Photographic Club, for taking and
donating the photographs.

All of the proceeds from the sale of
the book, once printing costs have
been covered, will be donated to two
local charities :- Hythe Dementia
Awareness Forum and the Pilgrims’
Hospice.

The book was launched in Hythe on
Saturday 16th October and pretty well
sold out on that day. Copies may still
be available in certain Hythe shops :-

Saltwood
Stores,

St Leonard’s
Church,

Austin’s news
agency,

Art-Write,

Chocolate Deli,

The Romney Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway, Hythe station,

Hann Harr Framing, Click & Stitch, the
Malthouse.

Depending on funding, we might be
able to organise a second print run so,
if you haven’t managed to obtain a
copy this time, please keep an eye
open for announcements.

Lyn Smith :- Buggy Patrol

James Willmott :- Bootcamp Prom

Brian Webster :- skate on by

Ken Sinyard :- Ti Chi Fan Ladies

Phil Heading :- Knowing Me
knowing You

Shirley Johnson
Ready Steady Go

John Chapman
Watermelon Girl

Decommissioning of
Dungeness ‘A’ gets
one step closer
A planning application to demolish and
fill in underground tunnels at Dungeness
A Power Station, has been sent to
Folkestone and Hythe district Council.
Planning permission is being sought to
in-fill four steam tunnels, two steam pits,
four cooling water culverts and two cable
tunnels at the former power plant as the
station moves into the next stage of its
decommissioning.
The plans also include the installation of
a temporary road and turning area for
delivering lorries to facilitate the
proposals.
The application was submitted to
Folkestone and Hythe District Council by
Magnox, which operates the site on
behalf of the Nuclear Decommissioning
Authority.
The power station was one of the first of
its kind and generated electricity from
1966 to 2006 when it was shut down.
Over the coming years work which has
already started after the removal of the
nuclear fuel, has already started, with
the deconstruction of the massive
turbine halls, although not visible from
the front of the station, decommissioning
involves the systematic removal and

management of plant, buildings and
waste previously associated with
electricity generation and is scheduled to
take a number of years.
The tunnels at Dungeness A which need
to be filled were previously used for the
routing of cabling and steam pipework
and to supply cooling water to the
condensers in the now demolished
Turbine Hall.
Planning Committee member and
Cabinet member for the district David
Wimble said: “In some ways it is sad that

the station is finally coming to this stage
of decommissioning, the silhouette on
the horizon of the station, that we have
all got used too, will change. Over the
years the site has been responsible for
thousands of jobs across the district.
Magnox in particular have not just been
about power generation and
employment, but also have invested
millions of pounds into our local
infrastructure and helped the council with
some large projects.

“I am hoping that as the site gets
cleared, we can continue to keep
lobbying the government to bring the
current footprint as an ideal space to put
small modular reactors for a Dungeness
C station. We have been a nuclear
district for over well half a century and I
hope we can continue the legacy that the
Central Electricity Generating Board and
Magnox have fulfilled.”
Within the planning documents state:
"The proposals constitute necessary
engineering operations which need to be
undertaken to facilitate the continued
decommissioning of Dungeness A. As
part of the decommissioning process,
minor planning applications are required
to allow the site to reach its Interim End
State. The proposed in-filling and
associated works largely relate to
underground structures and will not be
detrimental to the visual amenity of the
area. The structures are also well within
the confines of the NLS, so will not
cause demonstrable harm to residential
amenity. Overall, the proposals are in
accordance with the development plan
and are acceptable in planning terms."
Earlier this year, EFD announced they
would start the defueling process at
neighbouring site, Dungeness B, seven
years earlier than expected.
There are no comments on the
application from neighbours, and neither
the Environment Agency or Natural
England object to the plans.
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I found it unbelievable to comprehend the news that
came through last Friday afternoon, when the news
broke that Sir David Amess, had been murdered in his
own local constituency, whilst carrying out his everyday
work.
It was quite reassuring to hear all the cross party
condemnation of the attack and also to praise Sir David
for being the public servant that he was.
There was one common theme that he was a very
decent ‘Gentle’ Man and a true Gentleman. He was not
particularly well known to members of the public. I am
sure until the news broke, many people had never
even heard of him. But he was elected locally to
represent the views and opinions of his ward in
Southend.
It brings up the question again after the shock of the
murder five years ago of another member of
parliament, Jo Cox, that when you stand up for your
opinion and that of the majority of your constituents,
you stand a risk of upsetting some people.
Politicians sometimes get a rough ride. It’s a thankless
job, wether you are an MP or even standing on a lower

tier of Local Government, I know a number of people
who have been threatened for their political opinions
and I think that is the real tragedy. It’s certainly not a
glamorous life, parliamentarians work very long hours
and often have to make decisions that may not be too
popular. But the reality is, the job needs to be done.
I met Sir David only on one occasion, when he showed
me around the Palace of Westminster, on a tour back
in 1998. The one thing that stood out was that I was
wowed by this amazing place. He introduced me to
John Major and also Gordon Brown, two different
people from across the political spectrum, but both
extremely respectful to him. He biggest problem, it now
appears, was simply that he was doing his job, to the
very best of his ability.
I have on a local level, brought up the harassment of
many local politicians, that have lies and false
information published about themselves, on a local
website and on social media. The worrying thing, is not
the lies posted, but the nasty and threatening
comments that then follow.
I have argued that the council have a duty of care and
that they should take legal action against these
individuals. But regrettably they said that although they
sympathise, people would need to take their own legal
action!
I just hope it does not put more people off getting
involved in politics on local or national level. RIP Sir
David Amess.

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 286 Calls for electric

scooters to be banned

More than a 30 people people were hurt in crashes involving
electric scooters in Kent last year, new figures reveal.
Department for Transport figures which have been published
for the first time, show 33 casualties were recorded in the
county last year that involved in accidents with e-scooters in
2020.
Across Britain, police forces recorded 484 casualties
resulting from 460 e-scooter incidents last year, which
showed around 384 of those casualties were e-scooter
riders.
It is currently illegal to ride e-scooters on public roads outside
of Government-backed trials, which began in certain areas
last summer. But a huge amount of people ride them
sometimes a great speeds in our district.
Last week a lady was knocked down in Lydd as she was
walking along the pavement outside of The George Pub, by
what she described as two young maniacs on electric
scooters. The lady asked us not to mention her name but
said “These two ‘youths came flying along the pavement and
they were going faster than the cars in the High Street. I
tried to move out of the way, but one of them shouted at me
to move and smashed into me, knocking me to the floor.
They both then stopped, not to see if I was ok, but to shout
abuse at me before speeding off. A car driver who witnessed
the incident stopped and helped me to my feet. I was very
shaken!”
With incidents like this going unreported to the police, The
DfT warned many non-fatal casualties may have gone
unrecorded nationally because there is no obligation to
report such incidents to police forces.
The Department for Transport (DfT) said the figures are likely
to relate largely to private use, while one e-scooter rider was
killed and 128 people were seriously injured following
crashes across Britain last year.

Police have cautioned
a number of riders for
improper use of the e
scooters across Kent
over the summer
months.
The UK's blindness
charity says e-scooters
remain a "real and
genuine threat" ahead
of their legalisation.
The Royal National
Institute of Blind
People (RNIB) said that the government's safeguards,
announced this week, had failed to assuage its fears.
Other witnesses at a parliamentary transport committee
hearing said the top speed and weight of the e-scooters were
higher than they should be. Speed should be limited to
15.5mph (25km/h), but many users import their scooters
from China, which are unrestricted and some capable of
travelling at speeds up to 40mph.
David Rennard, transport spokesman for the Local
Government Association, which represents councils, said:
“The use of e-scooters on public highways and footpaths
outside of designated trial areas is illegal.
“Councils and operators are working together in these trial
areas to ensure that routes are safe for both users and other
members of the public and thereby reduce the chance of
injuries.”
Of the e-scooter riders who were injured following crashes,
around two-thirds were aged under 30, including 118 who
were 10 to19 years old and two who were under 10.
A DfT spokesman added: “Safety will always be our top
priority and the trials currently taking place in 31 regions
across England are allowing us to better understand the
benefits of e-scooters and their impact on public space.
“Evidence from the trials will allow government to consider
how best to design future regulations and avoid the issues
that other countries have faced.“
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CHANNEL ROTARYMEMBER JOE
SULLIVANMEETS PRINCESS
ANNE AT THE COVID ‘THANK YOU’
Folkestone Channel Rotary Club is proud to announce that our
member, Joe Sullivan, was one of those presented to The Princess
Royal and her husband Vice Admiral Sir Timothy Lawrence at Dover
Castle on 30th September when they thanked front line NHS workers
and volunteers for their magnificent contribution during the Covid
pandemic. Working together from February 2021 under Joe’s
leadership, Channel Rotary member Derek Harris and the
Folkestone Rotary President Terry Cooke-Davies had built the
system to manage the volunteer marshals at the two Folkestone
vaccination centres in only 4 days and then recruited and organized
the volunteers from then on. It was a massive undertaking and at
peak there were nearly 700 volunteers on the register.

Needless to say, with many people returning to work, it is becoming
more difficult to maintain an adequate number of marshals and new
volunteers are always welcome.
Please contact weflavell@hotmail.co.uk 07860-269512.

For security reasons there was no pre-publicity of the Princesses visit
and it was an outdoor event being the safest way in Covid times.

As The Princes Royal arrived, the combined Bands of The Princess
Of Wales’ Royal Regiment and the Brigade of Gurkhas played the
Royal Salute and then continued to play throughout the visit.

The tour took about an hour longer than scheduled as The Princess
Royal, who was on her third engagement of the day, seemed so
genuinely interested in everyone. In the case of Rotary, she
enquired about how we have responded to new areas of need
following Covid and especially about volunteer work at vaccination
centres.

The Lord Lieutenant of Kent Lady Colgrain, preceded The Princess
and introduced each person. Through the afternoon people also
spoke about their work with the Vice Admiral, Dover MP, Chair of
Kent County Council, Dover Town Mayor and The High Sheriff of Kent.

The Rotary District for Kent and Sussex estimates that 50.000 hours
of voluntary work has been completed since Covid-19 started. Of
this the two Folkestone Rotary Clubs have provided some 20,000
hours, primarily managing the volunteers for the two local
vaccination centres but also including their other work such as
helping schools in various ways and supporting Young Carers, Age
UK, the Food Bank, the Churches Winter Shelter and many other
deserving causes.

Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site



Dear Looker,
Reading of Fred Wood-Brignall brought memories going
back to 1937 when as a 4 yr. old living in a wooden
bungalow on Robin Hood Lane, with a connecting lane near
to Fred's house on Manor Road. We became friends and
were in and out of each others houses. That same year I
remember standing in the lane with my mother and a
neighbour Mrs Stanley, both looking up concerned at a great
silver airship. A Zeppelin with big German crosses heading
down the South Coast. Years later telling of this to some
sceptic fellow soldier's, I was relieved that three weeks later
the News of the World confirmed what I'd said by publishing
the story of this, and of another Zeppelin going North up the
East Coast. Apparently they were interested in the radar
towers being erected. Fortunately shortly before the war
started, we moved to No. 9 Wolseley Terrace because in
1940 during a bombing raid on Lydd Army Camp a stray
bomb landed in the road and badly damaged the bungalow.

Evacuated with my mother and 3 yr. old sister to Haywards
Heath for a few month's until bombs started dropping there
too, my mother decided we might as well be bombed in
Lydd! As the terrace had been damaged by bombs on the
nearby army camp we had to wait until my father had
obtained a council house in Station Road, and another wait
until it had been repaired after being damaged from a bomb
dropped in the cemetery. We eventually arrived back by bus
to Coronation Square, and walked past the badly damaged
altar end of the church, past the Institute, and further on had
to walk in the road around rubble from two bomb
demolished houses, until with relief arriving at No.7.

Education was limited to collecting homework from school,
enabling us to spend most of the day exploring crashed
aircraft sites, and watching air battles overhead, all very
exciting to us youngsters. We knew all the marks of Spitfire,
and argued to which we were going to fly when our time
came! Later in the war when American bombers were
sometimes coming back battle damaged, and crash landing
in the Romney Marsh area we searched them for candies
and chewing gum to supplement our 4 oz weekly sweet
ration. Fred Wood and I cycled down to Dengemarsh to a B
17 Flying Fortress we heard had crash landed on the sea
shore. We found it slewed round facing the sea with a
damaged nose that made it easy to get inside. We spent
ages getting a belt of bullets from one of the side guns, and
had not noticed the sea getting closer, until suddenly a wave
came in through the nose. We quickly scrambled down,
when we had to leap up and hold on to something when the
next wave came in soaking us to our chests, quickly
scrambling out and over the wing taking the belt of ammo
with us and up the beach.

All along the beach was hundreds of waxed paper tubes, so
we gathered some, and made a fire to dry our clothes, and
before leaving we laid the belt of ammunition across the fire.
While on our bikes on our way back to Lydd we could hear
the bangs of the bullets going off. The next day our
neighbour Mr Ken Freathy a fisherman, told my father to
have a word with me, because he was nearby with bullets
splashing down in the sea near his boat, and he had seen
me and Fred at the fire! I discovered later that the thick
waxed paper tubes were what the navy kept their shells in to
prevent salt water corroding them.

When on leave from the army in Germany I often travelled

with Fred collecting eggs for the Blacklock's hatchery from
farms. As a chick-sexer he was apparently exempted from
being called up. I also remember him meeting his future
wife at one of the Lydd Institute Saturday night dances.

In 1991, a year after I had obtained a private pilots licence in
Florida, my wife and I planned to fly from California to New
Dungeness in Washington State. We'd discovered it years
earlier on a map of the area. I wrote to their visitors centre
asking if they'd be interested in historical facts of the 'Old
Dungeness'. Shirley Hill, of their local council wrote back
very enthusiastically, so we took a suitcase with some books
of local history donated by Southland's school, some cut
glass from Nuclear Electric, and a Lydd Council Plaque
donated by Fred who was Mayor at the time. At our arrival at
Dungeness, we were me at the small air strip by Jim and
Shirley who accommodated us, and the following morning at
the Old School House we handed over the 'gifts', and was
interviewed by the local press reporter who printed half a
page of info about our visit from Dungeness here. We took a
photo of the New Dungeness Tavern, and handed over a
photo of the Pilot Inn. They were very enthusiastic to hear
about our Dungeness. The photo we took of the Tavern I
enlarged and framed. The then landlord of the Pilot hung it
on the wall in the Pilot bar, but has since disappeared,
presumably from a lack of interest in the American
namesake!

Regards, Ernie Ford.

Dear Looker,
I can understand nearby residents objecting to illegal
immigrants being housed at Napier Barracks but I cannot
comprehend why 'do gooders' should object. Since it
appears impossible to prevent them from coming, they have
to be put somewhere and I am sure that any shortcomings
in the conditions at Napier Barracks pale into insignificance
when compared with conditions in 'the jungle' or similar in
the environs of Calais. Would a tented encampment on the
army camp at Lydd be thought more appropriate?!

Elizabeth Lonkhurst, Folkestone.

Dear Looker,
We are regular walkers – we walk through many orchards –
at the end of the fruit season much fruit is left to rot.This
week I saw in one discount shop 8 apples for a £1 from
Poland and in Sainsbury 8 apples for £1.90. from South
Africa, supposedly travelling by road and sea and air!!!
Some economist educate me on the so-called sense of this
please.

Alex Smith, Hythe.

Dear David,
As a keen cyclist who often cycles from Folkestone down to
New Romney I always read with interest the comments
expressed in the Looker about the Hythe cycle path which I
personally think is excellent. On my trips down to New
Romney I always use it and look forward to the extension
being completed. It is a vast improvement for my safety
compared to the days when I braved the A259 along that
stretch. However, the path does have an issue in places
which is the accumulation of debris including small stones
which I assume are thrown up from the adjacent road by
passing vehicles. I believe this debris could be a puncture
risk and maybe putting people off using the path in
preference to the road. Although I have puncture resistant
tyres the worry still persists. I assume someone does have
the responsibility of maintaining the path which for me is a
great asset to Hythe?

Best regards, Kevin Harvey,
Folkestone.

Dear Editor,
With a view toward the increasing number of asylum seekers
/ economic migrants that are seeking refugee status in the
UK, It is becoming clear that the limited resources of the
RNLI along the South Coast of Kent, notably from
Dungeness through to Dover are being called to action more
and more as a backup resource to Border Force, extracting
asylum seekers from the sea in the middle of the English
Channel.

The RNLI was founded as the Royal National Institution for
the Preservation of Lives and Property from Shipwreck in
1824. Some thirty years later in 1854, it changed its name to
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution - the RNLI – as it is
known today.

The founder of the RNLI, Sir William Hillary, had a vision
which was to provide a 24/7 search and rescue lifeboat
service - one run where possible, by volunteers and funded
by voluntary donations. The RNLI is a charity founded upon
and driven by the unquestionable courage, dependability
and trustworthiness of its volunteers who make up roughly
95% of the organisation.

The RNLI was not set up to function as an immigration
service, transporting people to our shores who are paying for
seats on dinghy’s, people who are wantonly placing
themselves in direct danger of harm at sea – so to bypass
the UK’s immigration system.

We will shortly be calling on the Home Secretary – Pretti
Patel, through a public petition, to stop this continuing and
increasing abuse of the RNLI by demanding that our
boarders are policed by the authorities that are empowered
to do so – be these Border Force or the Royal Navy.

Yours,
Andy Weatherhead,
Branch Chairman – Romney Marsh Conservatives.

Dear Looker,
Firstly I do not often even think about writing to newspapers
or magazines, but felt that I could not keep quiet about the
whole Princes Parade thing any longer.

I have watched and tried to read up on the debate over the
past decade.

Firstly, I want to say that I welcome a new swimming pool.
As someone who learnt to swim at Hythe Pool in the 70’s, it
did its job and was more than adequate.

But let’s be honest times change and it is now in a poor state
of repair and in desperate need of being replaced.
So, who pays for it? We do out of our council taxes. As I
understand it the original proposal from the Council was to
put the pool on Hythe Greens, but because of some ancient
conveyance, this was deemed too expensive to go to court
and overturn. So the next option was to put the pool
alongside other developments at Princess Parade, This
seemed like a very worthwhile thing to do, the land is old
scrub land and belongs to the council and would make a
good choice as it would repurpose this old waste tip.

Now lets not get to sentimental about this site. Growing up,
you would see rubbish lorries tipping there and seagulls
flocking to eat the waste food offerings to them.
The site was and still is scrub land and an old waste tip.

Now we come to my problem, The Green party, who you
would have thought would have valued the recycling and
purposing of what is a toxic site did not want this. They have
used every extreme tactic in the book, from scare mongering
over some big toxic cloud filled with asbestos and cyanide
hovering over a local primary school, to threats of increased
flood risk and plight of endangered species.

But like any extreme group, they take things to the extreme,
they are so wrapped up in their own miniscule mindset, they
think they speak for everyone. Well as a tax payer, who has
always supported the pool, they certainly do not speak for
me! As someone who works in Cheriton, this party are doing
their upmost to stop people using local business, they want
us all to return to the dark ages and ‘Do A Tebbit’ (get on our
bikes).

Well, I am sorry as a 52 year old I do not need you to act on
my behalf, you might think you know more than me, as paid
up Greta supporters. Well for every opinion, there is a
counter.

Your Green Council must have cost the rest of the district
about £1-2 million in legal costs and disruption to the build of
the new pool.

You persistent refusal to understand you have lost your
battle, is still ongoing with the latest public enquiry being
held at great expense at Folkestone at the moment. I noticed
when attending that the room was very empty. Perhaps it’s a
case of the kings’ new clothes. If you repeat the story long
enough, you are believing your own hype.

I suggest there is only one way to stop this from banging on.
If they lose this latest attempt to stop our town from having
improved amenities, we call for them to all step down from
the council and elect people who care about more than one
thing.

The blocking of their views! They do not care about wildlife;
they are selfish nasty people who if you dare refuse to side
with them, have hissy fit extreme behaviour, somewhat
reminiscing of a small child who cannot get his way.

So they do not speak for all of us, but we are all paying the
price. Stand Down Green Council NOW.

Yours Sincerely,
P. Begg.
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HELP : All 4
Every now and then along comes a piece
of television that transcends the bracket
of entertainment. Channel 4's movie
length Help is classified as a 'drama' but
equally serves as a social commentary
for the plight of care homes during the
Covid pandemic. Yes, it attacks those
that left the care homes at the mercy of
covid but this is so much more than a
political diatribe (Let the facts form your
own opinions) This is a generic story
about a group of workers who fought
valiantly to preserve life against extreme
and challenging odds. These were the
unsung heroes of the pandemic who
gave their all and then more. Make no
mistake while this is compelling and
compulsory viewing it is also an
extremely difficult watch. While watching
I found myself becoming more and more
agitated with every passing scene but
that is a testimony to the writers and cast
who have created a true work of art.

Help stars two of our finest actors
Stephen Graham and Jodie Comer and a
special mention for Ian Hart as Steve the
owner of the care home. Comer plays
hapless Sarah who, armed with a CV
lacking in credentials and a heart of gold,
passes Steve's 'test' after a disastrous
interview, in which she tells Steve to
'stick his job' Sarah impresses sufficiently
to be hired as a care worker at Bright Sky
Homes. She quickly proves to be a
valuable addition to the team and
instantly connects with the residents
especially Tony (Graham) who has early-
onset dementia. Tony is a frequent
escapee from the home, who attempts to
make his way back to his (deceased)
Mother and on one such occasion
encounters the newly appointed Sarah
who is assisting Steve. Sarah
successfully engages the confused Tony
and manages to bring him out of his
temporary memory loss and the outcome
is heart-breaking as Tony regains his
memory to ask "She's dead isn't she'
Sarah consoles Tony whilst impressing
her new boss.

This is the first indication of the horrors
that await us as Help gently lulls us
through the first act. The writers draw us
in as we immediately find ourselves
warming to the residents and
empathising with the care staff, as they
all go about their lives/work, it's all cups
of tea, singalongs and the occasional
accident. Sarah brings vigour to the role
as she throws herself into the job with
100% dedication and passion. Just as we
get drawn into the daily routine of the
care home a new disease covid strikes
and immediately Bright Sky 'does it's bit'
taking in eight new residents from
hospital to free up much needed hospital
beds. The sight of heavily PPE clad
ambulance drivers dropping off the new
patients strikes concern into the staff "Did

you know it would be like this" asks
Sarah. "We are just doing our bit" replies
Steve. "Is it safe" the staff ask. "Don't
worry I'll get us PPE" Steve reassures
the staff.

At this point Help cranks up the
atmosphere and while Steve begs, steals
and borrows inadequate PPE for his staff
the home is thrown into chaos. As the
panic rises so does the fear and
suddenly family visits are seen taking
place via windows as a total lockdown is
put into place. The panic spreads beyond
the home and when Sarah's family
questions her as to why she stays with
covid rampaging through the home her
answer "I'm good at my job" is an
understatement. As residents new and
existing and staff succumb to the virus
the once jovial atmosphere is ripped
apart and replaced with fear and
paranoia. The fumigators, taped-up doors
and empty rooms provide a stark
reminder that this is a major crisis and
speaks volumes as the tragedy unfolds
before our eyes and even the once
respected Steve becomes the villain of
the piece as he starts drugging the
residents in an attempt to isolate them in
their rooms and stop the virus spreading.
Desperate times demand desperate
measures despite Sarah's vociferous
complaints upon Steve's deaf ears.

To hit home its point Help completely
changes direction and takes the form of a
horror movie and delivers an absolutely
nightmarish second act, which could
easily have been lifted from a horror
movie. We join and witness Sarah
working the night shift on her own, due to
staff illness. Totally abandoned with no
PPE and a dying resident, Tony's best
friend Kenny. We follow Sarah as she
tries in vain to get through to 111 but the
lines are all busy. She tries to summon
an ambulance but none are available. In
absolute desperation she has to ask Tony
to assist her make Kenny as comfortable
as possible. Tony manages to put Kenny
on his side and Sarah simply sits trying to
reassure Kenny. You can't help but share
Sarah's angst as she is facing an
impossible scenario. The scene with
Sarah cleaning the corridors as the
sensory lights flicker on and off while a
pulsating soundtrack resonates in the
background is pure horror and an assault
on our visual and aural senses. This is
the stuff of nightmares and I was
seriously expecting Michael Myers to turn
up as we follow Sarah's descent into
madness and her own personal
nightmare.

Steve's return from covid leads to further
conflict with Sarah and despite her best-
efforts Steve is happy to sacrifice Sarah
for the greater cause (his own?) A beaten
and defeated Sarah still has one last act

of defiance in her and the third act
delivers an unexpected twist as Sarah
goes way beyond her job description in
an attempt to keep Tony safe. Help
suddenly develops into a love story/road
movie as Sarah takes Tony from the
home. Is this more than just a carer/
resident relationship? This scene is quite
beautiful as Tony and Sarah share laughs
and games of cards and the tragedy of
covid seems a million miles away and
despite this scene temporarily lifting our
spirits we know there will be no happy
ending and the final act of betrayal is
cold. The writer leads the final shot (Bob
Hoskins in Long Good Friday anyone?)
nicely into Nick Hancock's speech
regarding the care homes and the final
stats leave us with feelings of betrayal
and anger as drama and reality collide.
The political references included are
necessary to hammer home the point but
again this is much more than an attack
on the Tories. Help is essential viewing
and is one of the most powerful single
episode dramas that I have ever seen. It
is a credit to the writers and actors to be
able to tell such a powerful story in 90
minutes. More importantly this is a story
that needed telling and a tribute to the
forgotten heroes and a reminder that
mistakes were made.

Help will win awards so will its writers
and actors and it isn't a case of if but how
many. If you watch one programme this
week, make sure it's Help. 10/10.

Halloween Kills - Cert 18 on
general release
John Carpenters 1978 Halloween film
remains one of the creepiest and scariest
horror films of the genre, with a theme
tune that cranked up the atmosphere and
a genuinely scary 'bogeyman' in Michael
Myers. A further 10 films followed some
good and some truly awful. Rob Zombie's
2007 version was an interesting addition
and the 2018 film was a decent watch.
This addition to the franchise was the first
of a trilogy of Halloween films Halloween,
Halloween Kills and Halloween Ends
(Due to be released in 2022 ) written by a
team including comedian Danny
McBride. After the 2018 film I was
expecting another decent outing but all I
can say is Halloween Kills could be
referring to the effect the film has on the
audience.

Halloween Kills picks up from the 2018
film but not before giving us the back
story of several key characters. We then
see Michael Myers back on the warpath
but this time the survivors of Haddonfield
have decided enough is enough and "Evil
ends tonight" So while Michael Myers is
gleefully and sadistically picking off more
residents of Haddonfield, the residents of
Haddonfield are whipping themselves up
into a ridiculously OTT frenzy. One scene
in particular reminded me of a Benny Hill
sketch with the residents charging
around at 100mph in search of Michael.

No doubt I will still watch next year's
Halloween Ends, in a hope that the title
lives up to his promise.

WHERE THE STREETS ARE PAVED WITH SELFISHNESS

Hello you delightful readers. I often think how your days are
spent living along the Kent Coast. In my urban head it’s all
about walking along an endless, deserted beach with a dog
running in and out of the waves. Perhaps it’s picking apples
with a young Catherine Zeta-Jones in the sparkling sunlight
or maybe buying some old-fashioned sweets from Mr.
Wimble’s Ye Olde Worlde Sweetie Emporium. This, you
understand, is how a born and bred Londoner thinks of
anywhere that isn’t ‘Town’.

Yesterday was an exemplary snapshot of how my life pans
out here in t’smoke.

I have to go into Soho in Central London for a meeting with
my literary agent. Yes, I actually do have one. Get me, Mr
Grown-Up Writer. With the extended Congestion Charge (i.e.
stealth tax designed to now strangle London’s nightlife) and
parking fees that would make the Sultan of Brunei think
twice, I always use public transport. I live life on the edge.

On the tube, the bloke opposite me is eating the most
revolting-smelling fried chicken that stinks out the entire
carriage. It makes you want to gag. Two stops later, another
genius gets on and proceeds to eat a pie that I assume was
made from rotted horse carcasses from The Battle of
Waterloo & something from the Sizewell B Nuclear Reactor.
Now I have stereo smell-o-vision. They finish, noisily suck

their grease-covered fingers - no masks to be seen, despite
huge notices everywhere and endless, deafening
announcements on the Tannoys. Then Fried Chicken Man
listens to his phone at full volume with no earphones. No,
not selfish or self-absorbed in the least.

I then had a two-hour meeting with my excellent Literary
Agent & realise that I have to essentially re-write the first
34,000 words of my second novel, drop the main protagonist
and totally re-order the plotline. But apart from that. This is
like almost reaching the top of Mount Everest, realising
you’ve left your camera back at base camp and going all the
way down to fetch it before re-starting the arduous climb.

With my head buzzing with the work that now lies ahead, I
go to have a think and gather my thoughts in the Soho
Whisky Club (normally a haven of peace and quiet). Not
today. A guy on the terrace decides to have a long business
Zoom call on his laptop at (again) full volume with no
earphones. He had no idea how close he was to eating that
laptop. Sideways.

Eventually I give up and head off home, my mind buzzing
with characters and plots to discover Ebony, my 12-year-old
Mini-Schnauzer has thrown up and seems, frankly, very
unwell. Not herself at all. I proceed to sit up with her all night,
the washing machine in full use (I’ll leave as to why to your
imagination). At 5am, with no sleep, I returned to the Sacred
Shrine of the Keyboards to start writing.

On the plus side, I pitched my next three book ideas to the
aforementioned agent & he freaking LOVED them! So, I'm
excited and energised. And now Ebony has just thrown-up
again. So I'm watching over her like a hawk. What... and
give up showbiz? But, in my head, I’m walking on one of
your wonderful beaches, a Kiss Me Quick hat set at a
particularly jaunty angle, a 99 vanilla cone in one hand and a
copy of The Looker in the other. Hang on…is that Catherine
Zeta-Jones from 1991 waving at me along the shoreline?
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Vince
The Movie Man

TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE RUSS@THELOOKER.CO.UK

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
• Fencing• Garden Make Over • Garden Walls

• Pruning • HedgeCutting • Ponds• TreeWork
And muchmore…

Telephone: 01797364952 Mobile: 07548201324
philsterling06@gmail.com

HELP



Loyalty is mentioned a great deal in lectures, in speeches
and in the occasional conversation. I say "a great deal"
because over the course of my short life I have received
numerous communications which included the word "Loyal"
in some form.

Being Loyal, to your Family, Friends, Work Colleagues and
Country, I like to think are the most important values one
can have. Sadly, a few of our elected representatives do
not seem to have the same understanding of the meaning
of the word. Loyalty to their constituents, it would seem,
has been conveniently forgotten. A few of our unreliable

Councillors have their own agenda, which has nothing to do
with the issues involving Hythe.

The Town Mayor seems to treat her guests with contempt,
by way of providing less than substantial refreshments for
visitors who attended an excuse for Hythe's Civic Sunday.
To add insult to injury, she attended the Cinque Ports
Speaker’s Day ceremony refusing to wear the Ceremonial
robes that go with the occasion. (Hopefully, the Town will
have a new Mayor when Hythe takes the Speaker’s role in
May next year).

Representing Hythe, as the first citizen, she shows no
loyalty to the traditions that the role represents. For her to
treat this centuries-old custom with disrespect, I find not
only insulting, but contemptible.

Why take on the role given that this person has shown no
interest in attending functions or representing Hythe at
official functions? Sadly, she will not resign her post and
allow a more diligent individual to take up this privileged
and honourable role.
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By Vince Shelly
Lyons
Pride

Dear Looker editor,
I am sure you will not print this letter, but here goes.

I write to ask, what is Michael Lyons’ beef with our Hythe Town
Mayor?

I get he does not like the fact that she has pushed her vegan
ways upon the council. I get that as an ex-mayor, he did things
very differently. He was always available for a chat, if you met
him in the Pub, which he single headedly did his upmost to
maintain good customer relations. But I am afraid although I do
agree with many of his sentiments, he comes across as a spoilt
brat, with his constant jibes at the Worshipful Mayor.

Sometimes a change is a good way of reflecting on what you
had. Yes we all know that the Town Council is made up with

people who promised to stop Princes Parade, and despite stating
they are the voice of the people (I beg to differ) they have not
really done much else.

So my advice to the former mayor, is stop attacking other
people, he certainly had a few rumours about his own behaviour
over the years!

Instead, why not let the people of Hythe know, what you and
your political party stand for, because they have all got a little
lost in your political melee.

Yours,

Michael Bates.

(a former voter of Michael Lyons) but alas, probably not now!

Pocket money day was a very special
day, as soon as the money hit my
palm, I was off to the shop. Sweets
were ultimately part of the purchase
but priority was always comics.

Comics were an important part of
most kids' childhood and the nature of
the comic duly represented your
passage into teens and adulthood. For
me that passage meant Dandy/Beano/
Whizzer and Chips into Roy of the
Rovers into 2000AD and the comics of
Marvel and DC into the ultimate 'lads
comic' Viz (although Viz was funded
by wages and not pocket money).

Everyone at some time has read The
Dandy, The Beano or Whizzer and
Chips. These were the comics that
most of us cut our teeth on and they
were our introduction to the world of
comics.

The Beano first hit the shops a year
after The Dandy in 1938 The Beano
published its 4,000th edition in 2019.
Beano has stood the test of time
mainly due to having strong
characters in the form of Dennis the
Menace and his dog Gnasher, Minnie
the Minx, Lord Snooty, Roger the
Dodger and the timeless Bash Street
Kids.

The Bash Street Kids were made up
of Herbert "Erbert" Hoover, Frederick
"Fatty" Brown, Sidney Pye, Aristotle
Smiffy, James "Spotty" Cameron,
Wilfrid Wimble, Daniel "Danny"
Morgan, the sole female Kate "Toots"
Pye and everyone's favourite the

handsome Percival "Plug" Plugsley
who formed class 2B of Bash Street
School. They terrorised class swot
Cuthbert and the teacher simply
known as Teacher.

Beano grew into a multimedia
franchise which spawn Christmas
annuals, spin-off books, cartoon
adaptions and theme park rides.

There will be those of you, like me
who annoyed the hell out of your
parents with a Gnasher snapper or
space spinner that the Beano gave
away free. Dandy and Whizzer and
Chips ran similar offers and at one
time each comic gave away a free
snapper. The weeks of free giveaways
were always a major temptation and
many a youngster would 'switch
allegiance' rather than miss out on a
freebie.

The Dandy was first published in 1937
and with sales of over two million a
week in the 50's it finally printed its
last copy on the 4th December 2012
(the 75th anniversary) Korky the Cat,
Beryl the Peril and Desperate Dan and
his cow pies were the most popular
characters. The Dandy was always in

direct competition with The Beano.

Whizzer and Chips ran from October
1969 to October 1990, when it merged
with Buster. Initially advertised as two
comics in one Whizzer and Chips.
While in competition with The Beano
and The Dandy Whizzer and Chips
encouraged you to be either a Whizz-
Kid or a Chip-Ite. Characters from
each side would also raid the others
comic in an attempt to add
competition.

Once you had outgrown the 'kids'
comic strips the natural progression,
especially for lovers of the beautiful
game was Roy of the Rovers.

Roy of the Rovers was launched in
September 1976 after Roy was
transferred from Tiger who he made
his debut for in 1954. Football fans
everywhere were enthralled with tales
of Roy and Melchester Rovers, Billy's
Boots which told the story of a young
footballer Billy Dane who's footballing
fortunes were changed when he wore
the boots of legend Dead Shot Keen.
I'm sure many a young lad secretly
searched high and low for the same
boots in the hope of changing his
destiny. Then who called forget
Hebridean giant Hot-Shot Hamish who
possessed the hardest shot in Football
and his side-kick Kevin 'Mighty' Mouse
who become a formidable partnership
when Mouse was transferred to
Princes Park. No Christmas was
complete without a Roy of the Rovers
annual.

I can remember painfully letting go of
The Beano, Dandy, Whizzer and
Chips and Roy of the Rovers but
luckily enough my love of comics
didn't finish there but that's for the next
edition.



Photos From The Past
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 28th October
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
(new members welcome)
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 29th October
Wellbeing & Advice Event, RM Community Hub,
10 a.m. – 2.30 p.m.

Saturday 30th October
Haywardians Concert, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh Church, 7.30 p.m.

Monday 1st November
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
(new members welcome)
Cancer Support Group, RM Community Hub, 2.30 p.m.
(1st & 3rd Mon)

Tuesday 2nd Novenber
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
(1st & 3rd Tues)
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 3rd November
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 4th November
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 5th November
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road,
10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)
Cuppa & a Chat, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m.
(1st Fri of month)

Saturday 6th November
Pre-Christmas Craft Fair, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Saturday Book Club, Lydd Library, 10.30 a.m. (1st Sat of month)

Monday 8th November
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney, 10 a.m.
(2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Tuesday 9th November
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 10th November
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.
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New Romney after the Hurricane of October 1987.
Above: A tree down in St. Martin’s Field.

Below: Damage to a garden wall on the Ashford Road.

Create
impressions of the
earth for FREE!

On Friday 5 November, Teach Me has
organised a FREE workshop with two
sessions available, from 1.00 to 3.00pm and
from 3.30 to 5.30pm. You will create
impressions from leaves, twigs and flowers
into clay. The clay will be formed into a
reservoir and filled with resin to create a 3D
imprint.

Places for this FREE event are on a first
come, first served, basis, so register today at

www.teachmecourses.co.uk
or call Yolanda on
07770 347616

or
01797 364366. The workshops will be held
at Teach Me’s studios at 3 Cockreed Lane,

New Romney
TN28 8JH.



This Halloween do not throw away your pumpkins, they
are such a versatile fruit.

Low fat & rich in vitamin A & potassium, high in
antioxidants, full of vitamins to help boost your immune
system.

You can bake & make a puree for cakes or scones, roast
& use to make a soup, or stir into a macaroni cheese
adding spinach.

Spiced Pumpkin Muffins
200g Pumpkin puree

60ml Sunflower oil

100ml Honey or Maple syrup

4 Free- range eggs (lightly beaten)

50ml Whole milk

2tsp Ground ginger

2 tsp Ground cinnamon

2 tsp Bicarbonate of soda

2tsp Vanilla extract or essence

Pinch salt

350g Self raising flour (sifted)

50g Oats

First for the pumpkin puree, cut a medium pumpkin in
half.

On a lined baking tray place flat side down

Pre-heat the oven to 220’c & bake for approximately 45
minutes

Allow to slightly cool, scoop out the flesh & blend with a
blender

For the muffins pre-heat the oven to 160’c

Fill a muffin tray with 12 muffin papers

In a bowl whisk the oil & honey

Add the eggs & combine well

Add the pumpkin puree, milk, spices, soda, vanilla & salt,
mix well

Finally add the flour & oats, combine well

You can if you wish add some dried fruit sultanas,
chopped dates or apricots or some chocolate chips

Spoon the mix in the muffin papers

Bake for approximately 16-18 minutes

ZOE’S
Kitchen
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Slow Cooker Meatball Goulash

RomneyMarsh Flower
Arrangers
To celebrate our club’s
60th Diamond
Anniversary we had
wonderful
demonstration by David
Thomson. He combined
amusing stories from
covid lockdown with
some very interesting
and useful technical tips
for flower arranging.
Using shades of one
colour, monochrome for
each arrangement, this
created a stunning
effect in each of his
unusual vases.
Next meeting is a
demonstration by
Elouise Hasler-Stott
Wednesday 10th

November, 2.00pm for
2.30pm at St Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, with
refreshments available.
Visitors welcome for
more information,
contact Gill on, 01797
367258 or Carol 01797
363662.Look forward to
seeing you.

GardenWaste Rebate
Agreed
The cost of next year’s garden waste collection service will
be reduced by nearly £10 for current subscribers.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council agreed to a
suspension of rounds between July and September as a
result of the national shortage of HGV drivers and COVID-
19 isolation requirements.

With the service now back up and running the 2022/23
subscription will be discounted by £9.70 for all existing
customers because of the temporary break.

The cost reflects the five missed collection cycles over a
10 week period. A number of different rebate options were
considered before being presented before cabinet
members last night (20 October).

Cllr Stuart Peall – F&HDC Cabinet Member
for Enforcement, Regulatory Services,
Waste & Building Control – said: “It’s
been important that we find a solution
that is both fair for our 15,000 garden
waste subscribers and ensures
administrative costs are not
disproportionate.

“Historically the service has received very
high levels of annual renewal so we feel
this is the most convenient way to offer a
rebate to all customers inconvenienced by
the suspension.”

The council continues to review
performance on a daily basis and work with Veolia to
address any early warning signs of any future potential
disruption in order that services continue to operate.

For more information about garden waste collection
service, please visit:

folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/recycling-waste-and-bins/garden-
waste
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Basic GardeningTips
By Michael Gooch
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Green Light
for New
Homes
Development
in
Folkestone
An ambitious scheme to build
more than 70 new homes on a
derelict site in Folkestone has
been boosted with a £1.15
million government grant.

It was announced earlier this
week that the development of
Biggins Wood is to receive a
share of the Brownfield Land
Release Fund (BLRF) from the
Department for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities.

The funding will enable
remediation work to begin on
the former brickworks site early
next year. This will involve
working with ecologists to clear
the 10 acre site and prepare it
for the development.

Following the purchase of the
site in 2016, it was agreed by
F&HDC’s cabinet in July 2019
that a scheme would be taken
forward to create 77 homes –
23 of which will be for
affordable rent – and 5,600
square metres of commercial
space. The pandemic stalled
the plans to develop the site so
the award of this grant will get
the project back on track.

Councillor John Collier, F&HDC
Cabinet Member for Property
Management and Grounds
Maintenance, said: “We are
delighted to receive this grant
which will accelerate our plan
to bring forward new homes for
residents, whilst at the same
time creating more job
opportunities for our district.

“We are pleased to be able to
prepare for making a start on
clearing this derelict and
unsightly area of the district
and enable it to be developed
to create a thriving community
through new housing and by
boosting the local economy.”

The 23 affordable homes will
be will owned and managed by
the council’s housing team and
will be offered to people on the
housing waiting list.

Country lines
drug gangsmust
be stopped
The fear that, despite a huge amount of
recourses and by national and local
police local youths are being tempted to
act as drug dealers for city based drug
cartels.

The police have been targeting these
groups for a number of years and over
the past few years a large number of
arrests over Kent and our own
Folkestone of Hythe district has
resulted in long prison sentences. As
gangs carry on using Exploitation of
young and vulnerable people to
distribute drugs.

A common feature in county lines drug
supply is the exploitation of young and
vulnerable people. The dealers will
frequently target children and adults -
often with mental health or addiction
problems - to act as drug runners or
move cash so they can stay under the
radar of law enforcement.

In some cases the dealers will take over
a local property, normally belonging to a
vulnerable person, and use it to operate
their criminal activity from. This is
known as cuckooing.

A nationwide appeal has asked for
parents and friends to be vigilant and
report anyone that has started acting
strangely, with a number of tell tell
signs. Including, having more than one
mobile phone, being very secretive
about where they are going or who they
are seeing along with other obvious
signs, like suddenly having a lot of
money on them. Despite no change in
their own personal circumstances.

On the national police drugs page it
says: “As we have seen in child sexual
exploitation, children often don't see
themselves as victims or realise they
have been groomed to get involved in
criminality. So it's important that we all

play our part to understand county lines
and speak out if we have concerns.”

How do you know if County Lines drug
dealing is happening in your area?

Some signs to look out for include:

• An increase in visitors and cars to
a house or flat

• New faces appearing at the house
or flat

• New and regularly changing
residents (e.g different accents
compared to local accent

• Change in resident's mood and/or
demeanour (e.g. secretive/
withdrawn/ aggressive/ emotional)

• Substance misuse and/or drug
paraphernalia

• Changes in the way young people
you might know dress

• Unexplained, sometimes
unaffordable new things (e.g
clothes, jewellery, cars etc)

• Residents or young people you
know going missing, maybe for
long periods of time

• Young people seen in different
cars/taxis driven by unknown
adults

• Young people seeming unfamiliar
with your community or where
they are

• Truancy, exclusion,
disengagement from school

• An increase in anti-social
behaviour in the community

• Unexplained injuries
The best advice is to trust your
instincts. Even if someone isn't involved
in county lines drug dealing, they may
be being exploited in some other way,
so it's always worth speaking out.

You can speak to your local police by
dialling 101, or in an emergency 999.

If you would rather remain anonymous,
you can contact the independent
charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

If you are a young person who is
worried about your involvement, or a
friend's involvement in county lines, a
good option is to speak to an adult you
trust and talk to them about your
concerns.

Alternatively, speak to a children and
young people's service like Catch 22.
They work with children and young
people of any age to help get them out
of situations they're worried about, and
have helped lots of children and young
people involved in County Lines.

The garden still has it’s own beauty at this time of year, but can
look a bit the worse for wear. As mentioned previously, you can
leave perennials (plants that come up every year), the drying
vegetation acts as mulch to protect the plants during frosts.
What can be removed now are all the annual plants. As said last
week, a good opportunity to save your own seeds in a labelled
envelope.
Bulbs. If you wish to put in spring bulbs, now is the time. Bulbs
should be buried twice as deep as the size of the bulb. If you are
not sure which bulbs are which, it doesn’t matter too much in the
ordinary garden, but roughly the bigger the bulb, the bigger the
flower. King Alfred daffs, will be about 5cm across (2inches)
whereas grape hyacinth bulbs will be about 1cm.(half an inch).
All spring bulbs are pretty robust, but one thing they need is
sunshine. So there isn’t much point in putting them in the shade.
They have the benefit that they will be coming up before the
trees get their leaves, but will not thrive in permanent shade.
Sometimes older plants will grow “blind”, that means they have
healthy leaves, but never grow a flower.
All members of the daffodil family can be planted now.
Horticulturally, they are all narcissi, but in common usage, we
tend to think of narcissi as being of more than one colour, and
have a slightly shorter central part, or multiple heads. Whereas
we think of daffs as being one colour, and the central part is as
big as the petals. This family is fairly robust, and doesn’t need
replanting unless it suits your gardening habits. They sometimes
get in the way when you are managing the garden in the
summer, so we dig them up and keep them for the autumn. If
your garden suits them, they also multiply and take over a
space, and need digging up and sorting out.
Tulips are much more fragile, and don’t necessarily keeps going
for year after year, and will need lifting. Don’t plant before
November,(there is a pest that eats them if planted too early )
and it is easier to keep track of them in large pots. This is for
display purposes, they don’t need a lot of compost, because
most of the nutrition will be in the bulb. When planting in pots,
you can put them in layers, and close together, depending on the
size of the species. They should make a stunning display. The
colours of tulips are boundless. Some are nearly black, and
others pearly white, and everything in between.
If you fancy rearing some bulbs for indoor use during the winter,
especially prepared hyacinths, you can plant them in pots with
the tops showing. Water well and put in a dark, cool place out of
sunlight. Leave for 10-12 weeks, watering only about once a
month. By that time, there should be a white short shoot
showing, and you can bring it out into the light and warmth
indoors. They will grow rapidly, and probably need some short
sticks to hold them up. They look good in pottery containers, and
don’t need to have a drainage hole. Once they are exposed to
the light, just water enough to keep compost moist. In the depths
of winter they are very cheering. When they have “gone over”
they can be planted in the garden, but they will naturalise, and
the flower will be much reduced, but with their own beauty.
When buying hyacinths for this purpose, be sure they are
“prepared” and not “bedding”.
If you have space from removing annuals, you can plant some
bulbs in the space. It is worth enriching the soil with some home-
made or shop compost, or soil improver. The exuberance of
annuals, can take goodness from the soil, as well as physically
reducing it’s quantity!
As the garden goes to sleep for the winter, it is good and
cheering to think about a colourful Spring.
AND NOW FOR THE VEG. or rather, a few reflections on early
Autumn jobs and a look ahead to next year.
Some months ago, Monty Don suggested training butternut
squashes up a framework so that they could be suspended off
the ground. The idea was to train them upwards so economising
on ground space. I gave this a try and it worked quite well,
particularly as it foiled the badgers who in the past have had
their claws into the skins and partially spoiled them! For years
we have been plagued by badgers who aren’t content to forage

in the many acres which border our garden, but insist on digging
up the lawn, eating potatoes, disturbing newly – planted leeks
and so on. The result is that we have to surround our raised
beds with chicken wire to protect our crops.
We have now harvested the butternuts and the gemsquashes,
which should keep for several months in a cool, dry place. If you
are storing onions, check regularly that any which turn soft and
mouldy aren’t infecting the rest of the crop. Again, store in a
cool, dry place.
This year, leeks seemed to take a while to germinate, with the
result that they weren’t planted out until mid-summer. It looks as
if they won’t grow to any great size this year, so I’m going to try a
new variety next year which can be sown earlier in the year and
hopefully give them a head start.
We still have a good crop of Cara variety maincrop potatoes,
and they will be lifted in early November and stored in non-
plastic bags. Looking ahead, the advice is not to plant potatoes
in the same place as the previous year, so make a note of
where yours grew before you forget!
Another Monty Don tip in his last programme was to pick pears
and store them in a sunny place indoors. I never realised that
pears don’t ripen on the tree, which accounts for jaw-ache when
trying to eat them fresh from the tree! Lift the individual pear
upwards and give a twist. If it comes away easily, then the fruit is
ready to be placed on a window sill to ripen, allowing a week or
so for this to happen.
If, like us, your strawberries didn’t crop very heavily this year, it
may be because the plants are too old. I think I’ve heard that
after 3 years they are past their prime, so we have consigned all
ours to the compost heap and will be ordering fresh plants ready
for spring planting.
Before the weather gets too wet and cold, it’s a good plan to dig
over the veg garden and remove all those weeds. If you have
spare compost, cover the dug area with a generous amount, and
this will discourage weed germination and enrich the soil ready
for next year’s crops. A word of warning- don’t get carried away
and dig all at once- remember your back!



So how can you increase your productivity in
jargon use? Very readily. Let me introduce you to
the Corporate Gibberish Generator for some
functional reciprocal projection (437) or a taste of
parallel digital options (340). This invention,
known in the trade as a Buzzphrase Generator,
offers you what amounts to instant expertise. It
consists of three columns of buzzwords numbered
zero to nine. All you do is think of any three-digit
number at random. Then select the corresponding
buzzword from each column. Put them together
and you will be a company expert.

In conclusion, until you read my next article, I trust
you will efficiently transform your prospective
leadership skills, progressively network cost-
effective technologies and objectively facilitate
standards-compliant e-services. If that proves too

much, there is always the option of efficiently
initiating cloud-based paradigms or conveniently
engineering alternative innovation. Once you
deliberately generate highly efficient web-
readiness you will credibly e-enable leading-edge
results and, above all else, objectively
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AND ANOTHER THING . . . . .
by Russell Tillson
The prime minister is anxious to transform British
business into a high-wage, high-productivity sector. Quite
how this is to be achieved is less than clear. One thing is
certain – he will need to become familiar with some of the
secrets of business communication.

Do you facilitate e-business experiences? Or architect
leading-edge relationships? Have you ever
disintermediated holistic users or e-enabled enterprise
partnerships? Well, even if you have never transitioned
web-enabled niches, I bet you have driven viral
functionalities!

The persistent use of jargon is of course central to

success of many a business. Blue-sky thinking dictates
we shouldbrainstormoraction a project so thatgoing
forwardwe can think outside of the boxand ensure we
are all singing from the same hymn-sheet. If not, we
cancircle back, or drill downand not have to re-invent
the wheel to understand each other. It is important that
we identify who is responsible for getting the ball rolling,
who will devise the game plan, who will do the
benchmarking and who will keep an eye on the bottom
line. We must ensure that we hit the ground running,
that we are all on the same page, with nobody feeling
out of the loop or allowed to move the goalposts. As the
Action Plan is customer-centric, we will need to touch
base regularly with some joined up thinking to achieve
quick wins. If we don’t pick up and run with it, at the
close of play it will be a no brainer and we shall be back
to the drawing board and the project will have to be
kicked into the long grass.

The same approach applies to references for candidates
applying for new jobs. So we have The Applicant (not
allowed to specify gender or name) has an eye for detail
and has delivered added value in the implementation of
complex supply chain processes, where the importance
of strategic policy and feedback were paramount.The
Human Capital created conditions for organisational
development, providing optimal support for inter-linked
processes. Knowledge management was closely related
to the definition of efficient business models, in which the
applicant’s commitment to the sounding boards was
decisive.The initial impetus for the concept plans was
closely related to the project. As a result, the organisation
of management performance provided confidence in the
outcomes, resulting in integration of actionable data. The
applicant is currently working on User Testing of an
Analytics Perspective tool, which is a Strategic Business
Unit of Digitals Cloud Source Innovation Fields. It links
brands with Alpha Based Consumers to match their
Tablet Base Peer2Peer Behaviour using Multi-Stage
Engagement, which amplifies the market dynamics for
Social Networking and Media Platforms.
(The applicant in question was apparently seeking
employment as a postman)

Regardless of the job description, these days it is all a
matter of Engagement – with Direction given by Working
Groups and Customer Journey Experts, honing Concept
Plans and Key Messages with a view to developing and
crystallising Strategic Policy, Synergy, Organisational
Development and, ultimately, the Business Architectural
Mission. The Process should Focus upon the Human
Factor in the Implementation and Integration of
Performance Dialogue and Delivering Added Value. Such
a Targets or Results-oriented Approach is the Proactive
Starting Point for establishing Core Values and should
produce a huge Win-Win for the organisation.

Jargon is found everywhere. Good examples include
Core Competency - an awful expression referring to a
firm’s or a person’s fundamental strength---even though
that’s not what the word “competent” means. Buy-In - I
have an idea. I didn’t involve you because I didn’t value
you enough to discuss it with you. Bit I want you to
embrace it as if you were in on it from the beginning.
Empower - what someone above your pay grade does
when, apparently, they would like you to do a job of some
importance. It's also called “the most condescending
transitive verbever as your immediate superior remains in
charge.
Best Practice - refers to a method or technique that
delivers superior results compared with other methods
and techniques, and is probably not what you are doing.
ThinkOutside the Box – a tired turn of phrase which
means to approach a business problem in an
unconventional fashion, usually when all else has failed.
Giving 110% - the nice thing about effort, in terms of
measuring it, is that the most you can give is everything--
-and everything equals 100%. You can’t give more than
that, unless you can make two or more of yourself on the
spot, in which case you have a very interesting talent
indeed.
Take It to The Next Level - in theory this means to make
something better. In practice, it means nothing at all,
because nobody actually knows what the next level looks
like and therefore whether or not they’ve reached it.

Then of course there is babblespeak – common phrases
with a disguised meaning. Here are a few examples: At
the end of the day means I have no intention of doing
what you suggest. Emily will take the lead on this - means
Emily’s in charge, not you. Give you a heads up means
your colleague is going to give you a warning of
something big and nasty. You’ll be able to focus on a
critical area for usmeans you’re being demoted, albeit
nicely Our lines were crossedmeans you didn’t listen and
I’m right. Multi-tasking is importantmeans produce more
work and faster! Results-drivenmeans
seniormanagementwants you to work
harder. Insourcingmeans you have a better than 50
percent chance of a promotion. Co-sourcingmeans you
have a 50/50 chance of a future
promotion. Outsourcingmeans start looking for a
job. Negative growth is an oxymoron meaning losing
money but which sounds so much better in annual
reports because it has the word “growth” in it. Paradigm
shiftmeans your firm may be closing a section. Core
competencymeans your firm may be
closingseveralsections. Downsizingmeans firing
people. Whose budget is this coming out of? This means
your proposal is dead on arrival. We’ll discuss it after the
New Year - here the idea is that by 1st January you’ll
forget about your report (which nobody has read.
Employee of the Year is someone who knows how to
flatter your senior managers and offend the smallest
number of them. Send me an email on thatmeans when I
told you my door is always open, I didn’t really mean it.
We’re taking you off this project for more important
projectsmeans dostay open to more projects ... like job
searching.

Balanced management options

integrated organisational flexibility
total monitored capability

systematised reciprocal mobility
parallel digital programming

functional logistical concept
responsive transitional time-phase
optimal incremental projection

synchronised third-generation hardware
compatible policy contingency

HIGH HOPES FOR HIGHVIEW
HOMES

Anew development in Folkestone is setting the standard for future
building in the district.

The 30 homes, which will be built on the former Highview school
site in Moat Farm Road, have been designed by Folkestone &
Hythe District Council’s in-house team, and are all for affordable
rent. When complete, they aim to be zero carbon in use.

The team has, for the first time, been joined by three tenants who
are assisting in looking at different ways of ensuring the homes
substantially reduce carbon emissions, as well as accessibility
and place-making.

The zero-carbon-in-use initiatives include: mechanical ventilation
with heat recovery systems (MVHR), photovoltaics (solar panels),
battery power storage (which links with the panels), and air source
heat pumps (ASHP).

Work is expected to start on Highview’s 24 houses and six flats
(which include wheelchair-compliant units) early next year. The
fully-accessible small neighbourhood will have open spaces with
child-friendly landscaping, forming a sense of place. It will be
connected to surrounding streets, with an emphasis on the
movement of pedestrians, rather than vehicles.

Cllr David Godfrey, F&HDC Cabinet Member for Housing and
Special Projects, said the Highview development is ground-
breaking in many ways: “It is a council designer product which
reflects the style of houses in Kent and Folkestone.

“By using modern methods of construction and the latest
technology, these homes will be as close as practicably possible
to zero carbon in use. And for the first time, all this is being
achieved with the input of three of our existing tenants; all in all,
Highview will be a very special to live.”

Continued



Going Green is not
always what it might
seem
Fears that electric cars could actually increase carbon
emissions new research shows.
David Wimble gives his point of view...

Media reports have questioned if electric cars are really
“greener” once emissions from manufacture and electricity
generation are counted and as for what to do with them at
the end of their life, certainly does not paint the happy
picture that some might lead us to believe.
The Looker has long been into trying to be as eco-friendly
as we can be, we looked at using recycled paper, only to
find that it is actually more carbon intensive than buying
paper from sustainable sources.

So we have been looking into the claims that going electric
with or cars will do its bit to save the planet and have come
up with some research that people are not too quick to
share.

The research concludes that in most places electric cars
produce fewer emissions overall - even if power
generation still involves fossil fuels.
Other studies warn that driving overall must be reduced to
hit climate targets.

The problem is the actual battery and the lifespan of the
battery.

First of all, it is very
‘carbon heavy’ to
mine these batteries
and the countries
where the raw
materials are mined
in deep cast mines
are not exactly
‘carbon friendly’ they
are mostly mined in
countries like China with the rest from mines in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, where extraction has come
with human rights abuses and environmental degradation.
Most of the global lithium supply is found in Australia, Chile
and Argentina.

The raw materials like copper, cobalt, nickel, manganese,
lead and lithium. Are mined in huge open cast mines using

heavy duty mining equipment and the latest sources have
been found on the bottom of the oceans, again mostly
around the other side of our planet.

So, once you have gone to great lengths to mine the raw
material, then you have to transfer the materials to a
battery plant, which is a huge hit too with the carbon
emissions from bulk carriers. Once built the batteries are
then shipped again all over the planet to car
manufacturers…. Not looking to carbon friendly so far is it?

Now let’s not kid ourselves Battery technology is coming
on leaps and bounds, with some new electric cars having
a range on a full charge of over 400 miles, but the one
thing you don’t realise is that the battery life is only about
70% after 8 years then after that they quickly deteriorate.
After 12 years they run at about 40% of the efficiency from
when they were new. So, what happens to all the old
batteries and for that matter the cars? Where do they get
put?

The average current petrol car has a life span of 23 years
and diesel 21 years. The average electric car is estimated
to only be 12 years! So, as the Americans would say… do
the math! (I hate that).

You will soon have the problem of disposing of the
batteries (probably shipped overseas to a pacific rim
country, who are happy to fill their landfill with toxic
pollutants in exchange for the $.

The other issue that these Green crusader’s do not
explain, is how are we going to get the power to charge
these cars… according to government figures the UK PLC
power needs are going up by nearly 4% every year. We
currently have wind farms and solar arrays popping up all
over the country and across our oceans. But my question
is simple… what happens when the wind does not blow or
the sun does not shine?

The green energy people claim this is simple… you just
build Huge Battery Plants… and go right back to the
beginning.

For me the simple answer is more Nuclear power, yes it
does have a very toxic waste, but look at the size of the
waste… it is minuscule compared to the waste that goes
with batteries and the destruction of the planet with the
open cast mining.

The art of power generation for electricity, is simple, you
turn a turbine.
Normally by
steam, and the
nuclear option is
that it is a giant
kettle, by the use
of nuclear
fusion, which
makes an
incredible heat
source to boil
water, which
then goes through different pressure turbines to spin and
power a generator.

If we insist on all of this electric power, wind and solar
simply will not cut it. We already import a lot of electricity
and with more power stations being decommissioned, it’s
going to get much worse, very quickly unless we do
something about it very soon!

You have to also
look at the
difference that
different power
sources bring to
communities like
ours.

Dungeness power
stations, not only
put tens of millions
of pounds into our local community every year for the last
60 years, it is also one of the largest employers in our
district. Jobs that mean people pay taxes, which help for
our NHS, schools and other infrastructure.

How many jobs will a new solar farm create? Not many, in
fact I have not seen many people at the huge solar array
at Old Romney, even when it was being built!
The new research from the universities of Exeter,
Nĳmegen - in The Netherlands - and Cambridge shows
that in 95% of the world, driving an electric car at current
levels will be worse for the climate than a petrol car. And in
countries Poland, where electricity generation is still
mostly based on coal it would far outstrip the impact of
petrol.

The study projects that in 2050 every second car on the
streets of the world could be electric. But this would
actually have a huge shift in global CO2 emissions by up
to 1.5 gigatonnes per year, which is equivalent to the total
current CO2 emissions of Russia. So how is that cleaner?

The progress could be much faster if nations adopt stricter
targets, as the UK has done by pledging that every new
car sold will be zero emissions by 2035 at the latest. But
they all fail to conveniently forget about the damage that
battery ‘asset stripping’ will do to our new green world.

The green parties all come out with the same quote…“We
have run the numbers for all around the world, looking at a
whole range of cars and even in our worst-case scenario,
there would be a reduction in emissions in almost all
cases..”
But what they fail to take into account is what happens to
the car at the end of its life? A conventional car is crushed
after its engine block and ‘toxic’ components are stripped
and then melted down for conventional recycling, with very
few parts being left.
With a modern car such as a tesla the battery accounts for
nearly 35% of the car ‘asset’ and if you add up all those

batteries that even if
you purchased your
car today, would be
‘spent’ by 2035, that’s
a hell of a lot of toxic
battery to have to
dispose of in a landfill
site!

Not quite so green
now is it?

For me though, I have said it before and will say it again,
we do not generate enough power in the UK to match our
growing consumption. For me wind turbines and solar
arrays are a nice green top up. But when you need real
power, the obvious and cheapest per Kilowatt has to be
nuclear.

Please do not think as an old ‘petrol head’ I am against
Electric cars, I am not, they are superb and their
performance far out strips most petrol cars of the same
size and price range.

I am just against people telling me that I will be saving the
planet by going Green. Let’s just say it’s not as green as
some people think.

But that doesn’t mean the problem of cars and the
environment is solved. First, it’ll be hard to shift the car
fleet to electric in time to meet the UK’s 2050 climate goal.
Second, the process will put a huge strain on the
generation and supply of clean energy.
And third, abrasion of electric car tyres and brakes will still
create pollution in cities.

Prof Greg Marsden, from the Institute for Transport
Studies at Leeds University, warned: “Electrification is
necessary but not enough. Travel demand reductions of at
least 20% are required, along with a major shift away from
the car if we are to meet our climate goals. This implies a
really major social change. That is why it is a climate
emergency and not a climate inconvenience.”

So for me I think I will await and see how the new
hydrogen cars that Nissan and Toyota are working on…
what is their waste product… water so pure you could
drink it from the exhaust.

I’m not a scientist, but someone who has looked at the
options and would love to hear your views. Email me your
opinions: david@thelooker.co.uk
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This one mine in Argentina could store all the worlds
nuclear waste 3 times over. This is one of the smaller

mines with over 40 others in the world



Nepalese and Gurkha
Community IT Facility
Opened

ByJan Holben

A new fully IT equipped community centre for the
Nepalese and Gurkha community has been opened
within Cheriton Library – made possible by support from
the Gurkha Memorial Fund.

The Gurkha Memorial Fund was able to provide essential
equipment including 11 new computers, tables and chairs
for the new Computer Centre which is situated within the
Cheriton Library building, and will now be able to provide
IT skills facilities to the local community for all to share -
this new facility is similar to the overseas projects.

Mr Dhan Gurung Chairman commented: "I am pleased
and proud we have supported my own Folkestone
Gurkha and Nepalese community. We are delighted to
have been able to help the future prospects of residents
with this facility and it will bring many benefits within the
scope of IT aspects and we are confident will help with
future educational needs and job prospects”.

Mr John Barber Trustee commented: "The Gurkha
Memorial Fund was able to provide much needed support
for the new Computer Centre for the Nepalese
Community at the Cheriton Library. As a Trustee I was
proud to be part of this and attend the inauguration of this
local project. The fund has in the past supported many
computer sites within Nepal and more recently assisted
with vital funds and equipment in relation to the Covid
crises. We continue to support the local community with
food and clothing and hold our memorial service each
year within the town”.

For their invaluable support on this project thanks were
given to: Chairman Mr Dhan Gurung of the Gurkha
Memorial Fund UK and trustees; Mr Ray Johnson
International Project coordinator, Mr John Barber, Mr
Dave Hutchinson, Mrs Alka Gurung, Ms Lara Hussaini
and Ms Dorothy. And all friends and supporters of the
Gurkha Memorial Fund UK & Nepal who continue to
support our many projects here and overseas.

If you would like to make a donation please visit:
gurkhamemorialfund.org.uk/make-a-donation/ or email
Ray Johnson directly at: rdjohnson2020@outlook.com or
telephone Ray Johnson 07968290352
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Interviewwith The
Looker: Cllr David Monk,
Folkestone and Hythe
District Council
Part 3
How will you attract businesses and
shops to locate in Otterpool Park?
The town centre will be mixed use, which
means it will have homes,
businesses, leisure, community
and other uses within it, which will attract people to use this
main area of Otterpool Park.
The shops and businesses will be things that people need
and use in their everyday lives – for example a small
supermarket, hairdressers and perhaps a hardware store –
and will also be a place to meet, with a cafe culture and
restaurants. We know from the pandemic that people are
preferring to shop locally for certain goods and favour
independent businesses.
For certain types of businesses, Otterpool Park’s rail and
road connectivity will be attractive and in response to
changes in the ways that people work, we will be providing
a variety of workspaces – from hub spaces to larger offices.
The intention is to, from an early stage in the scheme,
provide a large flexible office space that residents and local
business can use to meet face-to-face to supplement
working from home.

Will the High Speed Rail stop at Westenhanger Station?
There is certainly an intention for this to happen in the first
phase and our plan is for high-speed services to stop at the
station during the morning and afternoon peak periods as a
minimum. KCC’s Kent Rail Strategy also includes proposals
for multiple high speed and mainline services an hour and
we’re already working with Network Rail on preparing a
project plan to make this a reality.
Do you have any plans to improve the facilities at
Westenhanger Station such as the creation of a Station
Square?
Otterpool Park LLP, our master developers, are producing a
masterplan for the area around the station which includes
ideas for how the station itself can be significantly enhanced
and improved, including a new station building.
This will be a place to meet, grab a sandwich or coffee and
will also be a travel hub, bringing together facilities including
cycle hire, bus services, blue badge parking spaces and
traditional drop-off facilities for cars and taxis. There will be
car parking within a two-minute walk to the station door.
Given there appears to be a scarcity of water, how do
you plan to manage water supplies to Otterpool Park?
Water will be supplied by Affinity Water, brought in via
reinforced works from Paddlesworth, to the north of
Folkestone. They have guaranteed that they can meet
supply for the whole town.
In what ways are you mitigating or overcoming the
inevitable pressures on the ecosystem on the site?
A full range of ecological surveys have been undertaken
and are updated regularly. A lot of work has gone into
minimising the impact on the ecosystem; we have set a
target of increasing biodiversity across the site by 20%
through a variety of measures like protecting habitats and
creating new ones.

Is there any focus upon history and heritage in the
proposals?
The land at Otterpool Park has a rich history that we want to
respect, protect and celebrate.
The council’s decision to acquire Westenhanger Castle
allows us to enhance and protect this valuable asset for
future generations but also to allow more public access so
that more local people can enjoy this fabulous castle which
we will place at the heart of our new 100-acre town park.
Key heritage sites will be protected as part of the 50% green
space we have designed into our proposals. There will be
interpretation and information boards for users who walk
around the site so that they can learn about the history of
the site.
Will bus services serve Otterpool and will there be
connections with local villages?
Yes, buses will be routed through Otterpool Park and there
will be bus stops within a five-minute walk to all homes.
How regularly do Otterpool planners consult with the
six bordering parishes?
We have regular meetings with the six parishes that are
most affected by the project. We have a good working
relationship with them and we have met with them from the
outset of the project to listen to views. These views have
been taken fully on board wherever possible.
An example of this are the large buffer zones made up of
substantial tree planting belts to around Lympne and
Westenhanger which separate the existing villages from the
new town which was a request from both parish councils.
Do you expect to see migration into the area from
London and elsewhere? Would this be a good or a bad
thing?
There has always been inward migration into this area
generally and we know that places in the countryside and
near the coast are becoming increasingly sought after.
Whilst our primary concern is to provide for the needs of
local people - whether they be for an affordable rented
home or a first time buyer - we want to build a vibrant
community here for all ages and we do expect people from
beyond Folkestone and Hythe, as well as people more
locally, to be attracted to living at Otterpool Park.

Will Otterpool Park be in competition with Folkestone?
Otterpool Park is not intended to compete with Folkestone,
or other local town centres for that matter. The town centre
will offer facilities for the day-to-day needs of the people of
the new town and we envisage these people will support the
district’s existing local economy by using the shops and
cultural offer in Folkestone and Hythe thereby supporting
existing local businesses.
Is there anything that could prevent this ambitious
project from going ahead?
We are confident that subject to the necessary planning
approvals we can deliver a new Garden Town that really
sets a standard for new communities right across the UK.



Budgeting tips,
Food Shopping.

If you are struggling to make end, one of the worries is having
enough money to keep food on the table. If your shopping
habits have got into a muddle, and you want to spend less, it is
worth taking 10 minutes to sit down with a coffee, and make a
new list with a pencil and paper, or on your phone.
Work through the day from the moment you wake up. We use
this method, when going on a self- catering holiday. Start with
tea and /or coffee, whichever gets you going in the morning!
Work through cereals, milk, bread and spread etc, whatever you
have on your toast. Work like this through your day, and at the
end of the day, you will have the essentials on your list. Not
forgetting odd bits and bobs, like seasoning, sugar and the like.
Concentrate on these items, especially things that give your
family bulk, like pasta, rice, bread and potatoes. Make sure they
also have plenty of fruit and vegetables.
As a practice nurse I have spent years trying to work out, what it
is that people can’t afford when we mention healthy eating. If
you stick to the simple basics, carrots, swede, cabbage, onions,
potatoes, frozen peas, apples, pears, bananas and oranges or
easy peelers, they are fairly cheap. Remember there is no
such thing as a superfood, it is a marketing ploy, and has
no grounding in fact or law. All fruit and vegetables have
many vitamins, minerals and trace elements which are vital
to our health and well- being. There is no more nutrition in a
punnet of blueberries at £2 a throw, than an apple costing
20p. An easy guide to a mix of nutrients, is to make sure you
have lots of different colours in your diet.
Maybe the family is not a fan of a little pile of vegs on their plate,
but mixed into a casserole, stew, pie, or curry, with some
seasoning and herbs and spices, they can be delicious. Even if
you reckon you can’t cook, a single pan with everything mixed
together is the most common dish in the world. The average

Indian villager, isn’t faffing about with quantities, when they
make a curry. You can probably get a good result by just mixing
everything together, with some mixed herbs, salt and pepper
and enough water to cover, and cook in a low oven or on a low
heat (both with a lid) for about an hour and half. If on top of
stove, make sure it doesn’t boil dry. If making a curry, put some
curry powder in according to packet. If an ordinary stew or
casserole, when everything is soft, you can put some gravy
granules or flour in, and stir thoroughly, to thicken it up. Serve
with rice or whatever you choose.
Maybe you don’t have any of those little pots of herbs and
spices, but they are quite cheap from discount shops, and once
you have them, they last for ages.
As mentioned before, try and get to a Lidl or Aldi, or a main
supermarket. Even if you have to catch a bus and pay, doing it
once a week will probably be worthwhile to save money.
Your list may or may not contain treats like crisps, sweets,
chocolate and fizzy drinks. These are really not essentials, but
if your family is used to having them, make them a special treat
for weekends. Supermarket own brand are always better value.
Taking control.
Psychologists have serious words like “powerlessness” and
“victimhood” for the feeling of not being in control of your life, the
hopeless feeling of being buffeted by bad circumstances. Try
hard to believe that you are in control, it makes all the difference
to your mental well- being. Don’t be bullied by fashion,
advertising or the whims of your family. If you can only afford
own brand, look the world in the eye and stick with it! The most
liberating 4 words in the English language, are “l can’t afford it”
Decent friends will admire you for your stand, and it gives them
permission to be honest as well!
There is a famous poem that ends the last verse “I am master
of my fate, I am captain of my soul!”Written by William E.
Henley.
Make it your shopping motto!
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More Memories
of the 1940s
“I was seven years old when war
broke out and living in Langport
Road, Littlestone with my parents. In
1940, along with a lot of other local
children, we were evacuated to South
Wales but we only stayed for a couple
of months as my parents thought that
the threat of invasion had gone. We
returned to Langport Road and I can
remember that there was an air-raid
shelter built between us and Col.
Tyrell who lived in the bungalow at
the end of the road. I went to the
local Primary School which was only
open a couple of days a week. After
school, we used to play in the
Rookery, at the end of Tookey Lane.
In those days it was surrounded by a
large wall and there was a pill-box in
the middle and I recall that the
Newfoundland Regiment was
stationed in the old workhouse
nearby in Church Road. I remember
the American troops in Melbourne
Villas and they installed rocket
launchers in the field alongside
Queen’s Road to fire at the
Doodlebugs when they came over.
“Occasionally we were allowed down
to the sea front and I remember when

the ‘Mulberry Harbours’ were blown
up. I also remember the Flying
Fortress that crashed at ‘The Hoy’
behind Queen’s Road. We became
friendly with the Americans and
scrounged what we called ‘Aeroplane
Glass’ which was really Perspex.
Some of the children used to burn
holes in it and shape it to make
jewellery etc. The American troops
used to give us half-a-crown (12½p)
to take messages to the Land Army
Girls in the hostel that was based

near Brodnyx corner, between New
Romney and St. Mary’s-in-the-Marsh.
I remember a bomb dropping on an
air–raid shelter on the RH&DR
premises at Littlestone. We used to
go swimming in the ‘New Cut’ and for
a bathing costume I cut the corners
off an old sandbag.
“Looking back, New Romney was
quite a dangerous place to live in –
the field where Southlands is today
was mined and the only building there
was an old pavilion. Not only that but
some of the things that us lads got up
to would be frowned upon by the
authorities today! We used to collect
jettisoned petrol cans and cut a hole
in the top and use them for canoes on
the local dykes. We used to go over
the golf links collecting smoke flares
and setting them off and I remember
putting carbide in beer bottles and
making home-made bombs. We
used to squeeze live bullets in the
school gate and then hit them with a
stick that had a nail in it. We used to
‘borrow’ fog signals (detonators) from
the branch line station signal box, put
them on the RH&DR tracks and drop
bricks on them from the sheep bridge
alongside the mainline station.
“We used to cycle to Lydd pictures on
a Saturday Night and sometimes we
weren’t allowed in so we used to
creep in with the soldiers. ENSA
Concerts were held in Perks Hall in
Queens Road and again we
sometimes used to gain entry by the
back door! I remember there was a
sentry post in Station Road in an old
caravan close to where the Maude
Memorial Hall is today. People had to
show identity because of the PLUTO
operations that were going on in the
area. I can also remember seeing
the RH&DR armoured train on a
number of occasions. I left school in
1946 and worked for Joe Ellis, the
builder. It was a very busy time for
the local builders as there were lots of
repairs and renovations for bomb
damage to houses and government
grants were freely available.” . . .
Chris Barnes.

“I lived with my parents at the
beginning of the war in Orgarswick
Avenue, Dymchurch and my mother
kept a boarding house. Later, we

moved to ‘Hoomes’ on the Hythe
Road. My mother’s dream had been
to welcome summer visitors to the
seaside, but instead of receiving
parents and children, she took in men
who worked on the Marsh waterways.
Miss Weth taught the children at the
village school who hadn’t been
evacuated. If any of us made
anything of our lives, it is probably
thanks to her and she was a frequent
visitor to our home. About this time,
my grandparents had joined the
household, and as my mother ran the
place single-handed, she was kept
very busy.
“ ‘Hoomes’ had a lovely garden and at
the back was a lawn which swept
down to a reeded dyke. Tudor Estate
was nearby and a backdrop to our
garden scene was a lovely red-brick
bridge and anything which would
have made it easy for an invading
army was put out of action. The
bridge was not blown up but it was
guarded by a soldier and on the
opposite bank of the dyke was a
group of soldiers with a gun and to
pass time, they fished for eels.
“One of my schoolfriends was Peggy
Breeze who lived with her
grandmother and great-aunt in the
High Street, and when their cottage
was bombed, the three of them came
to join our household. The aunt was
crippled and partially blind and kept
wanting to return home but after a
while she settled in and became very
happy. Eventually, their cottage was
patched up and the three Breeze
ladies went home. The time
when our all-too-familiar coiled
barbed wire was removed from the
sea wall was an occasion for
rejoicing. I loved walking to the
water’s edge and seeing what
treasures could be found at my feet.
Most of the foodstuff which was
washed up was inedible, but there
was a time when we dined on very
fatty ham after I found tins of it on the
beach. My beachcombing trips
always provided plenty of wood and
as we had open fires and we were
never cold. When I left school, I was
a clerical assistant at Southlands
School in New Romney, but it is the
village of Dymchurch which holds the
memories for me.” . . . Ruth Spencer.

Food Bank.
These are continuing with a delivery only
service. If you are struggling to feed yourself
or your family (and it applies to single people
and couples, not just people with children)
Ring Citizens Advice Bureau, on free phone
080 2082138 to explain your problem and
obtain a voucher. The food will be delivered to
your home. You can have 3 days supply of
dried and tinned food, and help in other ways,
if your problems need to be referred to
another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring
the RMCC number 01797 366855, during
weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd on
01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day
of the food bank, which is Tuesdays in New
Romney, from 5.30pm-7pm and Fridays in
Lydd.

There are collections points in most
supermarkets and churches. The most useful
items at present are tinned fruit, washing
tablets, tinned ham, shower jel and custard.
They DO NOT need cereals, pasta, beans or
soup.

Marsh Mosiacs.
During the summer several workshops were
held to create mosaics based on the churches
on the Marsh. There was a display of all the
mosaics in August in St Nicholas Church, New
Romney, and since then they have been
returned to the individual churches for
permanent display. They are on easels, so
can be placed in any part of the church. If you
are visiting any of the churches, do have a
look at all the amazing skill that went into
them, evocative pictures and themes of the
Marsh. The work was organised by “Teach
me” an arts project based in Cockreed Lane.

Brookland, St Augustine.
There is a book swap within the church, and a
table of produce and bits and bobs in the
church porch. Do feel free to browse and
support the church.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
There is a service at 9am on 2nd and 4th

Sundays, either Morning worship or Holy
Communion.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
There is a service every Sunday morning at
10am, either morning worship or Holy
Communion.

Fairfield, St Thomas.
The next service, a Holy Communion will be
on Sunday November 7th at 10am.

Greatstone, St Peters.
There is a service every Sunday at 10.30am,
alternating between morning worship, family
worship and Holy Communion. The new hall is
up and running, and various events are taking
place, including the craft market on the first

Saturday of each month, from 10am. So the
next one will be on November 6th.

Ivychurch, St George.

There is a service twice a month on 2nd and 4th

Sundays. See notice board for times.

Hythe, St Leonards
There is a weekly service at 9.30am, and
6.30pm on Sundays. Both services are live
streamed and can be accessed from the
website www.slhk.org and following the menu.
There is an interregnum (a time without a
priest) at the moment, but the post is being
advertised.

St Michael’s Methodist-Anglican Church
Centre.
There is a service every Sunday morning at
11am. The Community Coffee mornings have
resumed and are held on the first and third
Friday of each month, from 10am-noon. So
the next one will be on October 15th.

Lydd, All Saints.
There is a service every Sunday morning at
10.30am, alternating between Holy
Communion and morning worship.

Church Christmas Fair
This will be on Saturday, November 27th. From
10am until 1.30pm. A large variety of stalls will
be present, and Father Christmas will be
attending from 10.30am-12.30pm. All are
welcome to this festive occasion, to celebrate
Christmas together for the first time in 2 years.
Delicious refreshments will be served,
including mouth- watering cakes, and salad
rolls if you are around over lunch time, or
fancy a late breakfast. Lots of ideas for unique
Christmas presents.

The bell ringing team are back in action, and
have enjoyed ringing for routine services,
summer weddings and special occasions,
including the visit of Bishop Rose on
September 2nd. They are always on the
lookout for new ringers, so you fancy “having
a go” contact Margaret on 01797 367606 or
email mgalflatt29@gmail.com

New Romney, St Nicholas.
There is a service each Sunday, at 11am,
either Holy Communion or morning worship. A
very successful Coffee and craft morning was
held on Saturday, October 16th with a good
crowd enjoying the book, CD and DVD stall,
tasty refreshments, and the many craft stalls.
The lively atmosphere was enhanced by live
music a local ukulele band.

Romney Marsh Community Church.
There is a service every Sunday, now at
10.30am, and the service as it takes place is
recorded, for anyone who would like to view it
after the service. The congregation are
delighted to worship normally and have
fellowship after the service albeit still with

social distancing in mind. Singing with masks
takes place. Refreshments have been
served, with encouragement not to meet in
bunches. Nearly all of the church
congregation feel confident to return to
worship.

Discipleship groups are now functioning in
homes, and the Toddler group has
recommenced.

October will see the beginning of the routine
Sunday Club work for children, and a crèche
for preschool children, during the morning
service. The crèche children will have simple
activities to do, on the same subject as the
older children. All helpers have been police
checked, and attended courses on safe
guarding of children and vulnerable adults.

Snagate, St Dunstans
The next regular service will be a HC on
Sunday, November 14th, which is
Remembrance Sunday, at 9am. Refreshments
have been re-introduced after the service,
which has been a blessing. Like the old school
parties, you are asked to bring your own cup!

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
There is a service in the church every Sunday
morning at 10.30am.

Sunday, October 31st 3pm Patronal festival
picnic tea. For details see any member of
PCC. The next event is on Saturday,
November 20th at 9.30am and will be a quiet
morning.

Next social event is on Monday, November at
2pm. Bingo, raffle and refreshments. All
invited to come along and support church
funds.

St Mary in the Marsh.
On Wednesday mornings in term time,
activities for parents and children take place in
the church at 10am.There are services at 9am
on some Sundays in the month, see notices
for details.

The Haywardians
This Marsh choir is back!! The first charity
concert of the season is on Saturday,
September 30th at 7.30pm in the church.
Tickets are £10, which include wine and
refreshments in the interval. Tickets can be
obtained from Andrew Sinden, on 01797
362097 or email asinden@vfast.co.uk. You
can pick up tickets on the door, but we would
like to know in advance numbers for catering.
Thanks. Proceeds to the church funds.

Church Chuckle
A young vicar was visiting ladies in a maternity
hospital. He was offering to take Holy
Communion to anyone who wished to take it.
One lady said yes, so he asked if she had
been confirmed. She replied briskly “what do
you think I’m in here for!”

Wit and wisdom
Ships are quite safe in a harbour, but then,
that’s not what ships are for”




