
New Romney resident Faye
Trimmings has taken on
officials in a bid to save her
home from repeatedly
flooding. So far the battle has
lasted three years and she still
cannot get any help!

Fay and her partner Bill
Lehmann and two children
bought the property 5 years
ago and thought it would be
the idyllic home to bring up
their young family.

But concerns soon started to
concern Faye, when the first
time there was heavy rain and

the road outside the house
started to flood. The unmade
road started to form large
lakes and Faye told The
Looker: “You expect big
puddles, but these dips in the
road filled up very deep with
water, and stayed filled for
days as there was no way that
the water could drain away as
all the drains were blocked.
After a few days, more rain
added to the problem and the
water started flooding our
garden and started seeping
under our door. Then our
hallway was flooded with wet

carpet which needed
replacing.”

Ms Trimmings then got into
contact with the local council,
who explained that they were
not responsible for the road as
it was ‘unadopted’ and as such
not within their jurisdiction to
take action.

This then happened a further
two times over the last winter.
When Faye contacted her
local councillor David Wimble
to try and get some help,
David said: “You have to feel
so sorry for the whole family.
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Could we have a
new Dungeness C
Power Station
sooner rather than
later?
With world leaders meeting in
Glasgow last week and their
representatives staying on to
thrash out a greener more
sustainable future for the
world economy, one of the
big questions remained, how
are we going to power our
planet.
It has long been a given that
green energy is very good at
propping up the grid and the
simple truth is that in order to
meet demand we would have
to cover our countryside with
about 10 times the current
level of wind and solar farms,
(continued on page 3}

Mother takes on council
to get road flooding sorted

AWeek after the rain and the road is still wet. 7 days earlier it was foot deep!
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I have tried
to escalate
this
problem
with the
District
Council,
but they
state that
the road
was
originally
owned by
the gas board who used to have a works further along
from Ms Trimmings house. I have been in touch with
KCC who again seem to pass the buck back to the
district. My issue is they pay the same amount of council
tax as other local residents and this equates to one of
the highest in Kent and I do not think it is acceptable to
have to put sandbags outside your front door every time
the road floods.”

The problem has been compacted over the past few
months with heavy lorries using the shingle road to park
up, making the pot holes even bigger.

Faye said: “It’s all very well the council spending,
millions of pounds on the new building at the other end
of the road on the industrial estate, but we are literally
underwater! When we brought the property, there was
no mention that the road was unadopted. If that is the
case, we do not have the same given amenities as other
people, So, why am I having to spend so much on
council tax. My home contents insurance has more than

doubled
in the
past 12
months.
And with
lots of
storms
forecast
over the
winter
months, I
fear that
we will
soon be
flooded
again!”

The problems appeared to happen when the drains on
the main Mountfield Road adjacent to the unadopted
road and which is about a metre higher, had its drains
blocked and then water took the natural course down
the embankment and flooded the lower road which then
floods into the front gardens of the houses.

One neighbour who asked us not to name him told The
Looker: “This is just a joke, lorries use our road as an
overnight car park and they are just making the road
worse. So if no one is taking responsibility, I am half
minded to put a barrier up at each end to stop the
people using it, but unless the council sort out the
drainage, it would be unusable every time the heavens
open. In this day and age, you should not have to put
sandbags in front of your front door just to avoid
flooding. The problem is no one wants to take ownership
of this. I bet if this was happening in front of someone’s
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and this of course still is very weather
sensitive.
The government is working on a
white paper that outlines the future of
the British nuclear power stations in
the coming months and Local MP
Damian Collins is putting up a
renewed fight for Dungeness to be
one of the first sights to feature a new
breed of power station that would sit
on the existing site foot print.
He spoke on BBC news last week
about his long-term plan to bring
more power generation to the area.

Mr Collins recently told The Looker: “I
believe though that the future of the
nuclear industry at Dungeness should
involve more than the management of
the closure of the existing
infrastructure. It was for this reason
that since my first election to
Parliament in 2010, I have
campaigned for new nuclear reactors
for Dungeness. Nuclear power still
has an important contribution to make
in supplying our ongoing need for low
carbon sources of electricity. As a
result of the constrained site at
Dungeness, it was not selected as a
location for one of the huge new
reactors, like those currently being
built at Hinkley Point in Somerset.
However, I believe Dungeness could
be ideal for the latest development in
the nuclear industry, known as small
modular reactors (SMRs). This is
harnessing the system used to power
nuclear submarines, to generate
electricity for civil use. SMRs will be
constructed in a factory and then
assembled on site. I have spoken
with Rolls Royce, who are leading a
consortium of businesses working
with the government to develop and
deliver a fleet of SMRs. Given
Dungeness is an existing nuclear site,

already has
national grid
connections,
and is in an area
of high energy
demand, this
could be an
ideal location.

Many locals
were concerned
earlier this year
when EDF
decided to
terminate power
production of the
Dungeness B
station, due to
safety concerns that would have
proved too costly to rectify for a short
term gain in power generation.

The call for the new Modular reactors,
has also been something that the
District Council has also been
pushing. David Wimble the Cabinet
member for Economic Development
said: The Dungeness power stations
have played a huge part in not only
supplying millions of homes over the
past six decades, but also has
probably been the single largest
contributor, to the whole districts
economy. Over the years thousands
of people moved down to the area,
both to help with the construction and
the running of the stations and then
made our district it’s home. The
stations contribute more than £30
million to our district economy and as
a council, we are working hard with
the government and companies like
Rolls Royce, to try and ensure that
Dungeness is seen as a potential first
site for a series of new SMR’s.”

During the TV interview with Mr
Collins, it showed how the reactor

modules would be constructed off site
and then once the current site was
cleared, a factory shell would be built
to build the station around the
modules, the outer factory building
would then be dismantled leaving a
smaller compact power station, that
would ensure that we keep the lights
on well into the second half of the
century.

Not all people are in favour of the
power station, Leader of the Green
Party Leslie Whybrow, has stated that
her party ‘wholeheartedly were
against any form of nuclear power’
whilst representing her party at a
recent cabinet meeting of the council.

What do you think…. Would you
like to see the construction of a
new nuclear power station at
Dungeness, producing carbon
efficient affordable power? Or
would you like to follow the Green
initiative and cover the district with
solar and wind farms?

Email:
Info@thelooker.co.uk

NEW ADVERTISERS
THE LOOKER

Will be introducing new
advertising rates which will
take effect from the 1st of

December. This reflects on us
now becoming one of the

largest free newspaper in the
South East

Current rates apply to existing
advertisers, but get in quick if
you want to advertise at the

old rate!

Call David on:
07423 562696

A week after the rain and still
huge puddles



Mayor’s charity
donation promises to
make ‘Lantern Parade’
dazzle

The smiles were as bright as lanterns when the Mayor of
New Romney, Cllr Paul Thomas paid the town’s lantern-
makers a surprise visit on Sunday 24th October. Calling
in to the first of the Light Up New Romney community
lantern making workshops, his mission wasn’t just to
check on progress. Ably accompanied by the Mayoress,
Janet and faithful Mayoral hound, Sergio, he presented
the organising team with a cheque for £1000 from the
Mayor’s Charity Fund to help with the organisation of this
year’s event.

Accepting the cheque, Team Leader, Caroline Wire said:
“We are immensely grateful to receive this generous
donation. As a community event organised entirely by
volunteers, all our funding comes from grants,
sponsorship and local businesses. This donation will
ensure we can continue to make our lantern-making
workshops free to attend and therefore accessible to the
whole community.”

Sunday’s session was the first of two lantern-making
workshops for community groups across the town, with

the second being held on Saturday 6th November.
Instructors from The Shed Community Arts Group in
Hythe will be on hand to provide expertise and inspiration
to help New Romney voluntary groups make spectacular
feature lanterns to carry in the parade.

Two further workshops for the wider public will be held on
Saturday 20th November and Sunday 28th November from
10am until 4pm in the Old School, Church Lane, New
Romney. These will be free to attend and materials to
make one of a choice of different lanterns will be
provided. There is no need to book, but children under
the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult.

The lantern parade itself, as well as late-night shopping,
will take place on Friday 10th December. The evening’s
proceedings will include a Christmas market made up of
local crafters and entrepreneurs from across Romney
Marsh, as well as a host of entertainment and activities
throughout the High Street. For more information on
what is planned for the evening, check out Facebook at:
lightupnewromney.
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Kerry shows care in the
community
A Lydd business owner has found a special niche market
for her business.
Kerry’s Kitchen has gained a superb reputation for not only
supplying great food at a superb price, but also played a
big part in helping people during lockdown.
When The Looker asked her about how she coped during
the pandemic, she explained that just as lockdown started
the newly formed business had just filled it’s fridge’s and
freezers up with food, only to have to go into lockdown.
Kerry then donated all the food to the local community hub
to distribute to people who struggled to get meat and
vegetables.
She told us how she was overwhelmed by the response of
locals and decided to offer Sunday lunches for people, who
were house bound and some weeks made over 150 full
Sunday Lunches.

Coming out of lockdown the community repaid the service,
by supporting the fledgling business making it a firm
favourite with locals and also many others travel just to
have one of Kerry’s legendary breakfasts. Other people
have also started using the venue for community group
meetings including

A meeting towards the end of October when the Kerry’s
Kitchen played host to a special afternoon tea for Connect
Well East Kent. This was to raise awareness of the
invaluable services they offer across the Marsh.

Connect Well East Kent 'CWEK' is a free signposting and
support service funded by KCC and the NHS. Everyone
had a great time and Kerry said, if you would like to find out

more about the organisation, or would like to make a
referral ring 0300 302 0178

CWEK supports people over 55, and those over 18 with
complex needs and they help people to remain
independent at home and active in their local community.
They comprise of 12 Community Navigators, who cover the
area from Deal to Dungeness

Mark Blamey and Lisa Binnie cover the Romney Marsh
area and work with people for up to 12 weeks.
Examples of things Connect Well East Kent can help with
include: Social opportunities, Transport services,
Befriending services, Attendance Allowance, Blue Badge,
Lifeline Alarms, Getting onto the Council Housing List, Help
with cleaning, laundry and personal care, Ordering
enablement equipment for your home such as grabrails etc
and Advice for Carers
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CINQUE PORTS ARMS NEW ROMNEY CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU

Starters
. . . . .

Ardennes Pate - Served with a local chutney and a malted crusty baguette
. . . . .

French Brie Wedges Coated in Rosemary & Garlic Crumb - Served with a salad garnish
& cranberry sauce

. . . . .

Homemade French Onion Soup - Topped with cheese & garlic croutons
. . . . .

Traditional Prawn Cocktail - Served with a malted crusty baguette

Mains
. . . . .

ROAST TURKEY or ROAST BEEF - Served with traditional winter
vegetables, pigs in blankets, Yorkshire pudding, stuffing, homemade gravy

and cranberry sauce or horseradish
. . . . .

CHAR-GRILLED STEAK - Served with tomatoes, mushrooms, peas
and french fries

. . . . .

PAN SEARED SALMON - Served with traditional winter vegetables,
buttered new potatoes and a béarnaise sauce

. . . . .

HOMEMADE CHEDDAR, MUSHROOM, SPINACH & BUTTERNUT
SQUASH PARCEL - Served with traditional winter vegetables and

homemade vegetarian gravy

Traditional Winter Vegetables = Roast Potatoes, Braised Red Cabbage,
Honey Glazed Parsnips, Brussel Sprouts and Carrots

Finished off with a choice from selection of desserts
including your Christmas favourites.

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 15TH NOVEMBER TO 23RD
DECEMBER 2021 - 3 COURSES - £26pp

Booking and pre order only

Please speak to a member of the team or contact us on 01797 361894

JAM on the
Marsh: VIRTUAL
is in full swing
Until 25th November, JAM on the Marsh:
VIRTUAL will release films of JAM on the
Marsh’s sell-out live performances and
stunning exhibitions. The films are available
for FREE via www.jamconcert.org

With last year’s virtual festival reaching over 17,000
people across the UK and worldwide, JAM filmed its
live events this July in the atmospheric medieval
Romney Marsh churches for virtual release this
Autumn. The performances go out on Mondays and
Fridays at 7.30pm, remaining live for 7 days. Using
multiple 4k cameras and with studio quality audio,
JAM has achieved a rich tapestry of high quality,
engaging productions from contemporary to choral,
orchestral to world music.

JAM on the Marsh: VIRTUAL includes 6 exhibitions on
display throughout the virtual festival. Enjoy
Folkestone-based Sonia McDuff’s beautiful
cyanotypes, using a fascinating technique of sunlight

‘photographing’ onto paper; 3D geometric shapes in
the Marsh landscape made entirely from local wood by
land artist Jon Foreman; Jan Enkelmann’s post-
apocalyptic London in lockdown photography
capturing its famous, deserted landmarks; think
Piccadilly Circus, Chinatown, Leicester Square and
the London Eye without a person in sight!

If you didn’t get to this year’s JAM on the Marsh live
festival, go to www.jamconcert.org ; all performances
and exhibitions are free to watch, with donations
encouraged.

Currently available via
www.jamconcert.org

Onyx Brass and Francesca Massey (Organist, Rochester
Cathedral) perform stunning works from Duruflé and
Arnold to contemporary British until midnight on 11thth

November

That Latin Temperament take us on a mesmerising
musical journey of tangos and bossa novas through

South America until midnight on 14th November

Friday 12th-18th November led by pianist Anna
Tilbrook, a world-class line-up perform Elgarʼs deeply
moving Piano Quintet in A minor written during WW1

Monday 15th-21st November Canterbury Cathedral
Choir sing Bernsteinʼs Chichester Psalms, under
their new Director of Music, David Newsholme
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NO OBLIGATION -FREE QUOTATION

THE

LUXURY BLIND
C OM PA NY

S C H E D U L E Y O U R C O N S U L T A T I O N T O D A Y !

All of our products comewith a 3 year
guarantee on all parts fitted.

A small family run team that are
big on service, excellence and customer satisfaction.

All of our products come with
free installation.

SHUTTERS

ROLLER BLINDS

VENETIANS

VERTICALS

PERFECT FIT

CONSERVATORY

BLINDS

t h e l u x u r y b l i n d c o m p a n y . c o . u k

01303 316416 or 07398691145

ROMNEY MARSH LAUNCHES
DEMENTIA FRIENDLY FORUM
In January 2020 Romney Marsh launched a new
Dementia Friendly Community Forum, making plans to
support and work with those living with Dementia. . . . and
we all know what happened next. . . . . The original
plans have been on ice, but the interest and need has
remained so the group seized the opportunity to
reconvene, reconnect and move forward in their first
formal meeting of 2021 at the Romney Marsh Community
Support Hub. Julie Lawrence, Chair remarked on how
great it was to welcome members back and reflected on
the many changes that have taken place at a community
and personal level for us all since we last met and felt
that we were now able to restart the group in earnest.
The number one priority for the group is to provide a
service for local people, run by local volunteers with

support from KCC Community Teams, medical and social
care professionals. Liz Taylor, Services Manager, Kent &
East Sussex, Alzheimer’s Society, as a reminder to us all
quoted “ A Dementia Friendly Community is a city, town,
village where people with dementia are understood,
respected and confident that they can contribute to
community life. It is about bringing together local groups,
individuals, and organisations to build and deliver action
plans that will deliver real change in a community for
people affected by dementia. Dementia friendly
communities are vital in helping people live well with
dementia and remain a part of their community. Too
many people affected by dementia feel that society fails
to understand the condition they live with, its impact or
how to interact with them. That’s why people with
dementia sometimes feel they need to withdraw from
their community as the condition progresses.
THIS ISN’T OK. People affected by dementia still have

an incredible amount to offer to their community. If
appropriately supported they can continue to play an
active and valuable role even years after
diagnosis.”There’s a lot of work to be done and the
group are certainly up for the challenge. Liz also

reminded us the former KCC Dementia Team have
been re-launched as the Sustainable Communities
Team, which includes silent disabilities and other
illnesses. The group explored several ideas . . . Plans
include raising business awareness; Dementia
Champions, who are able to offer a Dementia Friends
Training programme to any groups, schools or clubs
on Romney Marsh; creation of a support service for
Carers and most importantly recruiting new members
for the group especially those who live with Dementia
daily and are able to give us valuable insight to take
the group forward and meet their real needs.
Currently there are Dementia Cafes in Lydd and
Greatstone; New Romney is re-opening on 8th

November at The Old School and more are planned
for Dymchurch, St Mary’s Bay and the Marsh villages,
so watch this space, come along to a meeting, find out
how you can get involved . . . . . The group is very
keen to seek the involvement in the Forum of any
interested groups/individuals who feel that they would
be able to contribute to the work and plans of the
Dementia Forum.
To find out how you can get involved or for further
information on any of the above please contact
Wendy Richley - 07880 704049
wendyrichley@gmail.com or Janet Thomas 01797
363657 wrenhouse4@btinternet.com

Pebbles outing to Dover Transport Museum

LEFT TO RIGHT Haley Alderton Dementia
Adviser; Mark Blamey Community Navigator
Connect Well East Kent; Liz Taylor Services

Manager

Group Meeting of the Dementia Forum

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797362521•07947 488606 •07787556388
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Leas lift plans
on the up after
lottery grant
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
has welcomed news that the future of
one of the area’s best-loved heritage
sites is looking secure.

The Folkestone Leas Lift has been
awarded a development phase grant of
£344,828 from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund, giving the lift charity two
years to complete further works and to
raise further funding of £400,000.

The team can then apply to the
National Lottery Heritage Fund for the
second phase grant to develop and
restore the lift in its entirety.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC Cabinet
Member for the District Economy, said:
“This is an important next step in the
project to get The Leas lift running
again and we look forward to the
planned consultation and engagement
with the local community.

“Congratulations to the members of the
volunteer board for their hard work in
securing this grant – it is an important

step for them and the district as a
whole.”

Cathy Beare, Chair of the Folkestone
Leas Lift Company CIC, said: “Success
at the development stage of the
National Lottery Heritage Fund is an
endorsement of our plan to expand the
site and ensure a sustainable and
inclusive future for the lift.

“We are grateful for the support from
Folkestone & Hythe District Council in
the form of a £10,000 grant which
funded work to hone the business case
and fundraising strategy.”

The Grade II* listed lift was built in
1885 to transport people between The
Leas, the beach and promenade. It
was closed in 2017 by the Health and
Safety Executive and since then, the
funicular railway and building have
further degraded. In October 2019,
they were placed on the heritage at risk
register by Historic England.

The Folkestone Leas Lift is one of the
few remaining water-balanced lifts in
the country and will be the third to be in
operation when it reopens.

The Leas Lift Board aims to bring the
best 21st-century facilities to the
heritage site, including a new café
(building on the success of the existing
café, which opened last year), and a
space to hold community events. A
programme of heritage engagement
activities will be delivered through
outreach and on-site visits and
activities.

How the Lift used to look
in its heyday
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Our Man In Westminster

Damian Collins MPClearance works starts
at Princes Parade site
Vegetation is to be cleared from areas of the Princes
Parade development site from this week following a
successful phase of reptile capturing.

Work to safely and sensitively relocate slow worms,
common lizards and grass snakes from the former
municipal waste tip to suitable habitat within the Royal
Military Canal corridor began in August 2021.

This has now been completed in line with the appropriate
guidelines and planning conditions by suitably qualified
ecologists.

Some vegetation now needs to be cleared to ensure all
reptiles have been found and that those already relocated
do not return to what is now a site becoming ready for
construction.

A Folkestone & Hythe District Council spokesperson said:
“While we are confident the vast majority of reptiles have
been found, it is common for clearance work of this
nature to take place to ensure that is the case.

“It will, once again, be overseen by experienced
ecologists. The cutting back – depending on the weather
conditions – could generate some noise and dust in the

local area but we will minimise any impact wherever
possible.

“Our timetable was specifically designed with the aim of
ensuring any visual impact was delayed until after the
summer months.”

With the scheme progressing at a good pace, Heras
fencing now needs to be placed on the site’s boundaries
to ensure the area is secure and keeps the public safe
and away from what will soon be a construction site.

Access will remain through the site via the central path
bisecting the site and along the path to the western edge
of the boundary with the golf course.

The fencing will have no impact on the ongoing badger
relocation work as access will remain and they can
continue to move freely on the site.

These works are essential to ensure we deliver the
council’s long-held ambitions to replace our popular – but
costly and rapidly deteriorating – swimming pool in Hythe
with facilities with new accessible open spaces fit for the
21st century.

The Queens
Green Canopy –
Plant a tree for
the Jubilee

By Jan Holben
FHDC are planning now for a unique
tree planting campaign which will
happen across the UK, to mark the
momentous occasion of the 70th

anniversary of the Queen’s Accession.
This campaign will be known as The
Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC).
Folkestone & Hythe District Council is
committed to being involved in this
celebration which will thank her
Majesty for exceptional service and
also promote the importance of trees in
our environment.
To ensure that all newly planted trees
across the district have the best
chance of survival the district council is
working on a number of ways to
ensure the right trees are planted in
the right place, and are cared for after
planting so that they reach maturity.
700 community groups across the
district have been contacted to ask if
they would be willing to look after a
tree in their area, many parish councils
have already responded positively.

The council is also looking at other
ways to mark the Platinum Jubilee
across the district, by being part of the
Queen’s Green Canopy.
As part of the Queenʼs Green
Canopy a network of 70 Ancient
Woodlands across the UK will be
dedicated, with 70 Ancient Trees
identified. And in our district, trees will
be planted in each of the district’s main
parks, within the councils own housing
and regeneration schemes and it will

also be possible for families to plant a
memorial tree to remember loved ones
if they wish. If you would like to
purchase your own tree to mark this
occasion there is information on:
www.queensgreencanopy.org about
what to plant and when.
Planting trees for the Queens Green
Canopy will start immediately through
to March 2022, and will start again
October 2022 through to the end of the
Jubilee year.

T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal
Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620

Over the past week there has been considerable
interest in the new Environment Bill that has been
debated in the House of Commons and proposals
contained within it relating to the treatment of raw
sewage by the water companies. In particular concerns
have been raised with me about the discharge of raw
sewage into the sea as a consequence of storm
overflows putting pressure on the system overall.

I do not support the idea of Southern Water discharging
waste into our coastal waters, and I support the
government’s amendment to the Bill that will see a duty
enshrined in law to ensure water companies secure a
progressive reduction in the adverse impacts of
discharges from storm overflows. I also want Ofwat, the
water industry regulator, to work with the water
companies to reduce and ultimately eliminate this
practice. We should also be clear that the Environment
Bill does not give them permission to do this, instead it
will create a clear duty for companies like Southern
Water to reduce these discharges.

The amendment bolsters the raft of measures already
being taken by the government through the
Environment Bill, which will put in place more
protections against water pollution than ever before.
The government have been clear that sewage
discharges from storm overflows must be reduced as a
priority, with direct action being taken in the Bill through
the following measures. Firstly, companies will be
required to monitor the water quality impacts of their
sewage discharges and to publish this information, with
the Secretary of State able to make regulations in
response. Water companies will need to publish near
real-time information, within one hour, on when their
storm overflows operate. By next September the
government will be required to produce a plan to reduce
storm overflows and their harm as well as a report
considering the costs and benefits of eliminating
overflows entirely. New legislation will also require
Sustainable Drainage Systems to be constructed to
ministerial standards on new housing developments.

A combination of new infrastructure investment by water
companies and effective enforcement will further help
reduce harmful sewage discharges. For example,
between 2020 and 2025, water companies will invest
£3.1 billion in storm overflow improvements. In
Southern Water’s case, they will invest £2 billion over
the next 4 years to fix the pipes, pumping stations, and
sewers that are underperforming and causing harm to
the local environment. This is equivalent to
approximately £1,000 for each property in Southern
Water’s catchment area.

In terms of enforcement, since 2015, 47 prosecutions
have secured fines of over £132 million from water
companies. Most recently, Southern Water were fined a
record £90 million, the largest ever imposed on a water
company, for their illegal discharges of sewage into
rivers and coastal waters. Looking to the future, the
draft Strategic Policy Statement to Ofwat sets out for
the first time how water companies are expected to take
steps to significantly reduce storm overflows.
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Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.co.uk

Photographer issued a
police apology over
wrongful arrest
A local photographer, Andy Aitchison, has spoken to The
Looker of his relief after receiving an apology from Kent
Police over his unlawful arrest and false imprisonment.

Police officers also carried out a search of Aitchison's
family home - in front of his terrified children - and seized
his mobile phone and memory card from his camera.

Police arrested Mr Aitchenson after he took photos of a
protest outside Napier Barracks in Folkestone in January
which saw activists throwing fake blood at the gates of the
military site.

At the time, protest had been taking place at the barracks,
with some people backing the centre, whilst others
demonstrated over the conditions at the barracks, which
have been used to accommodate asylum seekers since
the previous September 2020.

Mr Aitchison, 46, was arrested - based on an unfounded
witness account - on January 28 at his Folkestone home
on suspicion of criminal damage, just hours after he had
taken and shared the photos. After officers searched his
home and seized his equipment, he was taken to the police
station and held in custody for over five hours before being
released with bail conditions which prohibited him from
going near Napier Barracks.

The case was dropped a week later, but Mr Aitchison was
then was issued with a fine for breaching Covid
restrictions. This was only withdrawn after Mr Aitchison’s
lawyers threatened legal proceedings.

His lawyers also sent a pre-action letter of claim for
damages to Kent Police. He has now received an apology
from Chief Constable Alan Pughsley, and will receive
compensation too.
In the letter, Mr Pughsley said he apologises "Unreservedly
to him for his unlawful arrest, false imprisonment and
breach of his human rights."

He added that he acknowledges "There was no culpability
on the part of Mr Aitchison who was performing an
important function publicising the protest in the public
interest, and that he recognises the fundamental
importance of free speech and the independence of
journalists."

Mr Aitchison told The Looker he was relieved the situation
is over and said it was important that the police
acknowledged that photographers and journalists have a
right to work.

He said: "We must be able to work without fear of arrest
and freedom to independently report on events. It is vital to
our democracy that we are able to report on all issues,
especially if they are politically sensitive. I hope that Kent
Police have learnt from this situation and will work hard to
ensure that this does not happen to any other official
journalists. It was a stressful and totally unnecessary
experience to go through, both professionally, and
personally, not knowing what impact this could have on my
work, and how distressing it was for my children to have to
witness the whole thing. I would like to thank everyone who
supported me during this challenging time, it has made a
significant difference throughout."

A spokesman for the National Union of Journalists said:
"We are delighted with the outcome, in particular the
acknowledgement by Kent Police that journalists should
not be prevented from carrying out their jobs.”

Rachel Harger, from Bindmans solicitors, said: "Andy
should never have faced criminal charges for reporting on
a demonstration in his capacity as a freelance
photographer and I am relieved that the Chief Constable of
Kent Police has accepted this and acknowledged the
fundamental importance of freedom of speech and that
journalists should not be at risk of arrest or having their
equipment seized whilst reporting on events."

A statement from Kent Police said: "Kent Police’s Chief
Constable has issued an apology to a 46-year-old man
who was wrongfully arrested on suspicion of criminal
damage in Folkestone on January 28, 2021. The man was
also wrongfully issued with a fixed penalty notice in relation
to coronavirus restrictions which was rescinded when it
became clear he was working in his capacity of being a
photo-journalist.
The force accepts that a witness account which led to the
arrest was without foundation, and information available to
officers before the arrest was not fully considered.
Accordingly, the arrest, detention and search of the man’s
home were unlawful.The force recognises that there was
no culpability on the part of the man who was carrying out
an important role as part of his work in publicising a protest
in the public interest, and has apologised unreservedly to
him and his family for these matters."

Balance Bar opens up
with a new outlook on the
way it does business
After an initial two day
‘light taster’ opening .
a new concept of bar
opened in New
Romney officially on
Friday Night.
Balance Bar is the
concept of husband
and wife team Lance
and Sadie McKay.
The reason the
concept is a bit
different from any normal business is that all the profit from
the bar will be donated to charity.
The bar was given planning permission, just before the start
of the pandemic and as such, had a tough start before it final
opened, with the original planned opening in June being
pushed back until December.
One thing that was clear to The Looker when we attended
the opening, was nothing has been left to chance, with a
£250,000 makeover to what was formally the Nat West Bank
Building.

The McKay’s decided they wanted to put back something as
a thank you to the superb help and resources they received
when their very young daughter, was diagnosed and
received treatment for a brain tumour.

The Mckays have already donated gifts to the Padua Ward
where their daughter was treated, having realised that the
ward was short of things to stimulate and entertain the
children.

Although no specific charity has been named as a sole
benefactor, it is understood that the profits from the bar will
be mainly focused on the well-being and care of children
who have suffered from brain tumour and cancer related
illness’s within Kent.

Lance Mckay, has grown his business empire over the past
few years and has specialised in working with local staff.
Peter Cuffe one of the directors of the McKay group, told
The Looker that they have around 80 full time employees,
but also employ a large number of additional employees at
weekends. The company started out working on civil
engineering projects all based around the railways, but has
since branched out into other construction and maintenance
projects, many of which are in and around our district.

Over recent weeks locals have noticed an electric Blue
Lamborghini Aventador, which has been branded with the
Bar’s stylish logo. It was also one of the attractions at the
recent celebrations for New Romney Football Club at the
recent commemoration for the Maude Pavillion.

On the opening evening when The Looker attended, as well
as the fantastic interior of the bar, the guests were
entertained by award winning international magician Etienne
Pradier, who wowed the guests with spectacular close-up
magic, and
delighted in making
the editors £20 note
disappear! Luckily,
he finished off with
making it reappear!

Another added
attraction was the
appearance of a
sax player who
along with the bars
DJ helped to
ensure that the
atmosphere was buzzing until the end of the evening.

The Bar hopes to also change the external look of the High
Street. By working alongside another of the McKay group
businesses, Savages, which has also recently moved across
the road into another part of the former bank, and also the
adjoining business Bakery 64, they have worked with the
council to create a special ‘alfresco’ drinking area for
customers to sit outside and enjoy the food and drinks
available from both venues.

When The Looker first sneaked a look inside the bar on one
of the preview days, all the local residents seemed very
impressed with the bar. Mark Stevens told us: “It’s nice to
have a nice looking bar that doubles up as somewhere to go
to that is not just a pub.”

Steve Bolton said: “You can tell they have put a lot of time
effort and a lot of money into the bar and I really hope it
does very well.”

As well as being a lively cocktail bar the layout works well for
small groups who can enjoy their own cubical, all with
interactive Television monitors, allowing for you to watch
sporting events and other entertainment.

The owners will obviously be keen to know what locals think.
On the balance of what we have seen… the bar is a big Hit



With Christmas just around the corner, it’s hard to believe
that the year is coming to an end. Our first full year of living
within a pandemic. I honestly do not think we will see the
end of this Covid horror story for a further 12 months, but
like most things, we start to get used to doing things a little
differently.
It’s been a very tough year for the Newspaper and I do not
think it is any exaggeration that the first lockdown nearly
saw the end of the magazine, but as we now go into our
12th year. I have taken the step to really push the paper
forward and move it up to the next level.
I understand how many papers close, they have lots of
overheads including wages and delivery. Well, The Looker
is starting to move to the next chapter in it’s life.
We now have added hundreds of additional copies to what
we started off with when we were a home made local
newspaper.
The first edition took me three weeks to put together. I had
never done anything like it before and had to learn how to
use some software called Quark, which was incredibly
hard to use (and crashed more than once the day before
we went to print, meaning many overnight sessions).
Then we went into a working relationship with the Wealden
Printers, who put the paper together and also sold
advertising. This worked well but again when Covid
lockdown came along, we had to find another printer for a
couple of months and once again, I had to learn how to put
a paper together. This included swapping from a PC to an
Apple Mac Computer.
This was the point that I nearly decided to close the paper.
But along with support from my family and financial

support from our Folkestone editor Russell Tilson, we
kept it going.
The Good news is we are expanding a little more. We
looked at different options and decided against putting
a price tag on it as part of the papers UNSP (Unique
NOT Selling Point). But instead have taken on a sales
person to join our team.
Phil Denman will be the main point of contact going
forward to make sure that your business really does get
out to thousands of readers.
One of the first things we did was to look at what our
competition charges, obviously they have lots of
overheads which as a small business we do not have.
But because we have been steadily growing over the
past few years, we have more than double the
readership of the other paid papers. And we would like
to think we also have much more local news.
We really do however depend on you our readers to let
us know what is going on, as we are a very small team
and do not know everything.
During the pandemic lockdown, I accept we had lots of
political news…. mainly as this was the only thing that
was going on. All the clubs shut along with many shops
and people physically could not get out and about. But
that is starting to change. You will notice we have
reintroduced our ‘dates for your diary’ too, which shows
us that we are getting back to normal.
Our main thought is there seems to only be 3 main
points of big news, Channel Migrants, Princes Parade
and Otterpool Park. I know some people think the
paper went a little political, well hopefully as we go
towards the end of the year we will have plenty of
different news to bring you.
In the next edition, we will tell you about the
reintroduction of our Looker Networking Evening, a
chance for you to come along and meet other people
who advertise and find out how it works for them and
also have a drink on us. So if you would like to know
more call David or Phil on 01797 364837.
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Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 287 New Hotel opens in New

Romney . . . . .
It’s a hotel with a difference, built in record time, with the
best materials available, turn up when you like, no
reservations, and best of all it’s free – but only if you’re a
BUG!!
THINK ENVIRONMENT is the message. Mulberry Cubs
are currently working on their Environmental Conservation
Badge and are concentrating on the current watchwords –
Respect for the Environment and Sustainability, it’s The
Cubs Promise to the Planet. Let’s Act now and make the
future brighter.
Inspired by Explorer Oakley, the Cubs built their own Bug
Hotel and signs show the bugs have moved in. Plans are
in the pipeline to alter the area adjacent to the hotel and
create a Wildflower garden.

Meanwhile Scout
Leader Chris, also a
member of Litter
Picking Watch Romney
Marsh, worked with the
Cubs to deliver a
session on Litter. The
clear message is we
should all learn to
Love Where we Live.
We are all responsible
for our environment so
take your litter home!!
Nobody should be
dropping Litter.
Inspired by the
Session, Cub Mia went
on her own Litter Pick.
Her Nan, Mandy
comments:
‘My granddaughter
goes to New Romney
Cub Scouts and this
past week they have
had to do work sheets
about the
environment. One of
the tasks was to do a
litter pick. So this
morning we walked
from the new builds in
St Mary's Bay to The
Springs. Not a lot on
the tide line except bits
of plastic, a lighter, a
deflated balloon and
lots of string/nylon
netting. We also
found a fish skeleton
and a stone with a face on.’ Well done and thank you Mia.
It’s so important to keep the Oceans clean. Pollution
makes life very difficult and sometimes fatal for Sealife so
please, please think about the litter you are dropping.
Keeping the theme Love Where we Live, some of the Cubs
volunteered with New Romney in Bloom. In a Facebook
Post, Paul the organiser stated, ‘In just one hour this
morning, 3 cubs (Ben, Jack and Daniel) and their Leader
(Janet) from the Mulberry Cub Pack, planted over 400
spring bulbs, what a fantastic achievement. The cubs have
surely earned considerable points towards their
Community and Environmental Badges! The NRIB
Committee are very grateful for their involvement, it was a
fun time for all. We look forward to seeing the fruits of their

labour next spring." Well done and thank you Daniel, Ben
& Jack. Keep a lookout on the corner of Lydd Road and
Church Lane next Spring for the colourful spring flowers.
It's an exciting time at Mulberry Cubs and Oakley plans
more topics over the coming weeks – Saving Energy and
water in the Home and looking at how we produce and use
energy as a country. Challenging topics but we do need to
discuss and make pledges to Save our Planet while we still
can. Thank you to Mulberry Cubs for being Trailblazers
and leading the way . . . .

NR in Bloom Jack, Daniel & Ben
with Paul & Pauline

Mia Litter Picking

The Bug Hotel

Contact :THE LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ

Telephone: 01797-364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07423-562696

or info@thelooker.co.uk
TO ADVERTISE call 01797-364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk

Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the
information is correct.

THE LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication. Personal views expressed in
this publication are solely those of the respective contributors and do not reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not

responsible for services provided by the advertisers. All material supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in part
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Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site

Church Approach,
New Romney,

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it!
Contact us now
01797363385

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

*Remote ITsupport for businessor home
*New & refurbishedsales
*Call-outsfor business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people

Having problems with your IT?
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needinga new screen or battery?

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:

Choral Society plan a
bumper Christmas Concert
Members of Folkestone Choral Society and The Locke Brass
Consort, conducted by Grenville Hancox, will be performing an
exciting concert including favourite Christmas music and carols
for choir and audience at Holy Trinity Church, Folkestone on
Saturday 4 December at 3 pm. There will be mulled wine, mince
pies and a great Christmas
atmosphere to start off the
festive season. Suitable for
all the family

Tickets cost £10. There is
no charge for under 18s.
Box Office 01303 230959 or
on the door.

This is the first concert being
performed by Folkestone
Choral Society for two years.
Like many choirs there was
an enforced break due to
the pandemic.
Tickets are sure to be in high
demand so we recommend
that if you wish to attend you
get your tickets as soon as
possible.

Further information from

folkestonechoralsociety.org
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LOOKER
LETTERS
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EMAIL: INFO@THELOOKER.CO.UK

Dear Editor,

Recently I had an encounter with the police that showed a
side of the police that most people will never see.This year
has been a bad one for me in many ways that had led to
me deciding to take my own life. I walked out of home after
a silly row with my wife with all my meds and drove to
Dungeness. I sat on the beach thinking why did everything
bad happen to me? Why had it been illness after illness
COVID included, why won’t my brain stop racing, why can’t
I be normal. My family had been there for me but I just
couldn’t go on. My wife contacted the crisis team who had
been dealing with me and they contacted the police. I had a
text from the search and rescue team which I chose to
ignore. I walked back to my car having decided I was doing
the right thing in ending it . My phone rang and it was the
police who I had a short conversation with and hung up on.

On returning to my car I sat thinking about what was
waiting for me and feeling at peace with my decision when
a police car from the power station pulled in next to me. I
have had my run ins with the police in the past so have
always had a low opinion of them. The officer asked who I
was, I told him my name and he said, “We’re worried about
you.” He stood talking to me while his colleague stood
back. He didn’t pretend to know what I was going through
and didn’t patronise me, he just listened and talked until
police officers from Lydd arrived. The officers from Lydd sat
me in their car and asked me about myself and about my
time in the military which had been one of the contributing
factors to my poor mental health. The officers, one an ex-
marine listened and showed genuine compassion for me
and my situation. Eventually I was taken home and the
officers stayed with my wife until I was calm and help could
be arranged.

Recently there has been a lot of negative press about
police officers caused by a couple of bad apples. I can only
speak as I find. Every officer I dealt with that day, either
from the power station or Lydd was a credit to the uniform.
They all played a part in stopping me from ending my life,
thank you to each and everyone of you.

A local resident, (name withheld by request).

Dear Looker,

I think the Councillors should stand down

I support what Michael Lyons has been saying recently.

I would like to draw attention to the the state of some roads
in Hythe. Market Hill always used to be immaculate. Now it
is derelict. Weeds some up to 2 feet high, leaves
everywhere and surface water drains blocked as well.
Hillside street also needs a lot of attention. I read what
goes on in Brighton with refuse collections and weeds on
the pavements causing a hazard particularly to older
people. If you are proud of your town and want it to look
attractive to visitors, you know who not to vote for in the
next election.

Derek Flanagan, Hythe resident.

Dear Sir,

I've been meaning to write to you since I had the last
Looker but have just not had the time. I suspect that by now
you have had numerous emails all saying the same thing
but feel I want to have my say.

I always use the local Post Office in Dymchurch because
it's handy, usually quiet and everyone there is friendly. The
last time this move was mooted I was very pleased that
Grant got so much support from local people and the
proposal to move failed. Now it has raised its ugly head
again. I have to admit I am torn. If refusal to accept the
move will mean the loss of our local PO, is it better to
accept the move? But I just cannot see how a PO counter
will fit into the Village Store. It is very cramped now and
some things I buy regularly there have disappeared. Is this
how they plan to make room? Cutting down on available
goods?

Some of my elderly neighbours (and I am not in the first
flush of youth) have said they will not use a PO counter in
the shop as it will be impossible to socially distance. I don't
think I will be happy to go in the shop for anything for the
same reason. And where will a queue stand on that narrow
pavement?? Either way it seems the local PO may be
doomed through closure of current premises or lack of use
in the new location. A handy get out for Post Office
Counters.

I also want to raise another subject. What is happening to
the payment machines in the main car park? Does the
notice on them really say that the only way you can pay is
via an app on your phone? I, along with other elderly
people (and there are many of us in Dymchurch), do not
have a smart phone. Luckily I have a residents prepaid
pass. But I have seen at least two other people read the
notice and drive out. Have I misunderstood the notice?
What is going on?

I always look forward to The Looker, especially now it is
delivered with our paper!!

Cheers,

Vicki Clohessy.

Dear Looker,

I would like to write in and thank you for your articles about
Global Warming and the whole Cancel Culture! We all
realise that the world is in a very delicate space at the
moment.

But this knee jerk reaction from the ‘Tree Huggers’ and
green party members, who want us to stop driving cars and
get on our bikes.

As a Cheriton resident, I have to say that if they go ahead
with the plans to put a cycle lane in place of car parking
spaces, this is utter madness. Perhaps Georgina Treloare
is worth watching on the FHDC live meeting stream. She is
a lady of conviction and has helped to save the planet by
having just the one speech that she recycles at every
opportunity.

Yes Georgina, we are in a bloody climate emergency, we
don't all want to get on our bikes, so instead of just not
voting or voting against something, why not come up with
some workable solutions?

Or maybe you are like the rest of the party and only stood
for election to stop Princes Parade? Hows that working out
for you.

Dan Smith, Cheriton.

Thursday, 11th November, 2021
10.55 am

At the corner of Jefferstone Lane

and Maple Drive

St. Mary’s Bay.
A short service will take place at the
Commemorative Stone on Armistice Day,
Thursday 11th November, in remembrance of
those who lost their lives during Wars and
Conflicts.
This is a public event and any person can

attend.
The Parish Council will lay a wreath on
behalf of the Parish. Free refreshments will
be available at the Village Hall after the
service, courtesy of Breeze Bakes.

Store hits 20

When Sainsbury’s announced that they planned to build
a new store in New Romney, it divided the community.
Some neigh-sayers predicted that it would destroy the
fabric of the Marshes capital town, others welcomed it
with open arms.

The store was built at the location of the old Southland
‘Lower School’ and certainly has made a big impact on
the town.
A milestone is fast approaching for Sainsbury's New
Romney as it celebrates is 20th Anniversary. The store
was officially opened on 16th November 2001. During
its 20 years on the Marsh, it has been instrumental in
supporting various local charities and schools with its
fundraising and awareness programmes. A
spokesperson for the store said, “We strive to continue
with our support within the community as we look
forward to the next 20 years. Many changes have taken
place during this time but we still remain the 2nd biggest
employer in the area, and with our partnership with
Argos, we can offer a simple click and collect facility
alongside customers’ popping in for their shopping
making it far easier than a trip to the next bigger town.”

The store has also been instrumental in the success of
our very own Looker newspaper. Looker editor David
Wimble said: “If it had not have been for the support of
Sainsbury’s we may not still be here. When we started,
we printed just 1,000 copies for the whole district, now
the store goes through nearly that amount in one day.”

Despite some people stating that the store would
damage the local High Street, it has actually supported
the town and made it a vibrant hub. So The Looker
would like to thank Sainsbury’s on their milestone
birthday and also thank the store for supporting our
publication so loyally.





A reply to Michael Bates from Michael
Lyons.
The reason for my comments on the Hythe Mayor's lack of
enthusiasm is because I was Mayor for two years, which
was not only a privilege and pleasure, but also a great
honour to represent Hythe. I therefore know what is
expected of this post.

As for being a spoilt brat, I didn't come from a privileged
background. I worked in the NHS all my working life.
Putting the Town first before all else and making sure that
the Council had a good reputation was to my mind very
important. Previous Mayors might have interpreted the
Mayoral duties in different ways, but the format is always
the same. Yes, and of course you learn as you get more
experience of the role.

Did I make mistakes? Absolutely, but nothing that caused
the Town any embarrassment. And I learnt from my errors.

Meeting constituents in public houses is a very important
part of getting to know how people feel about Council
policies and, in addition to running a monthly Surgery, it
worked.

Michael Lyons on Discrimination
Discrimination comes in many forms, as I am sure you
know. One aspect is that technological advances have
leapt ahead at a great pace and have left a few of our
townsfolk at a loss when it comes to the change in the
method of Council car park payment, a divisive
development that would seem to be spreading its tentacles
across the country.

It seems that the pay and go system is being phased out,
with the use of credit or debit cards now being the favoured
payment option. This is understandable as cashless
machines save time and money, while Councils will not
have to send staff to collect and bank the cash. Everyone is
happy. Or are they?

We have here an allegedly fool proof system, though one
Council has complicated matters by moving the goalposts,
requiring customers to pay by using their mobile phones.
As a few constituents have asked me, "Do we have to get a
degree in computer science?" in order to understand this
sudden change in technological requirements.

Many people have a phone, purely to make phone calls,
some to send emails or texts, but buying the latest version
of the mobile Graham Bell and then installing the
appropriate app or apps is beyond a few of our citizens. I
am playing catch up, as are most of we mere mortals, but
approximately 30% of the population have neither the time
nor inclination to upgrade their mobile phone.

No doubt somebody somewhere will provide a simple
solution, to come to the rescue of a few poor souls like my
good self.
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By Vince Shelly
Lyons
Pride

If you remember from the last edition of
the Looker, we looked at my introduction
to children's comics via The Beano, The
Dandy, Whizzer and Chips and Roy of the
Rovers. This edition I'll be looking at the
comics that filled my teen years as I
continued my love affair with comics. The
first of these comics came from the USA
and is part of an organisation that
continues to sell millions of comic books
throughout the world.

In 1939 Action Comics and Detective
Comics first introduced us to the Man of
Steel and the Caped Crusader better
known as Superman and Batman, both of
whom would become the figureheads of
DC comics. In 1961 Stan Lee launched
the first of Marvel's Superhero comics
The Fantastic Four, prior to this Marvel
had produced Sci-Fi titles. Before you
could say 'Flame on' DC and Marvel were
unleashing a legion of Superheroes in
comic form as they fought out the same
battle for supremacy, which still continues
today. These new comic books were very
colourful with amazing illustration that
caught the eye. They also displayed a
level of violence that you could only find
in the likes of British pocketbook comics
Commando and War. These new comic
books were instant hits and captured the
imaginations of many impressionable
youngsters who were acting out the
actions of Superman, Batman and
Spiderman in every playground in the
country. Obviously coming from the US
these comics weren't readily available in
your local newsagents so collectors had
to search out the comics from alternative
sources.

While you could still buy these comics
from larger retailers there was also a
chain of shops throughout London called
the Comic Exchange where the
Marvel/DC collections were readily
available in abundance. These colourful
shops, the shops signs were in keeping
with the comic books, were filled wall to
wall with DC and Marvel comics, in fact
they were filled with every comic known
to man. You could happily, and we did,
spend hours in this place thumbing
through dog eared copies of well-read
second-hand comics looking to add to
your collection. Every now and then a
customer would bring in a huge batch of
comics for sale or exchange and
everyone in the shop would immediately
be badgering the shop assistants to see if
there was a rare comic amongst the
batch.

It almost grew into an addiction as we
craved the adventures of new Marvel/DC
characters that we have now grown to
love via the big screen. "Have you read
The Punisher?" "No but have you seen
the new X-Men" We would frantically
scramble around the shop trying to find
the next big thing, in fact this practice
stood me in good stead because in a few
years' time I would do exactly the same
thing in the record shops looking for the

next big Punk band. Which brings me to a
tale of woe that has been repeated up
and down the country.

The number one problem of keeping
copious amounts of comics was storage,
especially for me who was not only a
collector of comics but also a collector of
football programmes and records. My
Mum frequently bemoaned my hobby as
she navigated her way around mountains
of comics, racks of records and piles of
football programmes all strategically
placed around my bedroom. "Can you
remember what colour your carpet is
Vincent" (Mum always used my full name
when telling me off), she sarcastically
remarked circumnavigating the piles of
collectibles around my room "Blue Mum" I
wasn't biting. "I would hoover your room
but it doesn't seem worth it" "No I
suppose it doesn't" Still no response.
"Look clear your floor because it's a
bloody mess" On this request comics
were strategically thrown under the bed,
programmes chucked on top of the
wardrobe and records hidden in
cupboards. "See I told you the carpet was
blue" I smiled after a quick tidy and
successfully getting in the last word.
Sadly, in time the piles grew until there
were no more hiding places and I had a
difficult choice to make. The records and
football programmes were too precious to
me so I reluctantly got rid of my comic
collection. Now I, along with friends,
would in time recite tales like the
fisherman telling stories of the one that
got away. "No honestly, I did have
Spiderman 1" "Yes, well, I had Incredible
Hulk 1" "Did you? Well, I'm sure I had
Batman 1" "What the one that sold for £2
million" "Yes, I'm sure I had that one" It is
fair to say that we probably didn't but
what I threw away (well actually sold to
the comic exchange) that day was
priceless as I discarded many childhood
memories and thousands of minutes'
worth of joy watching Batman overcame
The Joker or Riddler, the birth of
Spiderman or the Rise of the Silver
Surfer. I'm sure I shed a metaphorical
tear the day I parted with my comic
collection and I was overcome with a
modicum of sadness. Well, that was until
I legged it to the record shop to spend my
newly acquired fortune on filling the void
in both my life as well as the empty space
in my room.

For the record the Action comic that gave
Batman his first run out did sell for £2
million and rare copies of other comics
have regularly gone for 6 figures. One

first edition that I definitely did own, and
got rid of was 2000AD. Published In 1977
this British comic rivalled the DC/Marvel
comics in content and violence. 2000AD
was a hard-hitting comic whose main
character was Judge Dredd. It had more
in common with the graphic novels than
the mainstream comics it competed
against. Most of the stories had Sci-Fi
roots with Dan Dare, Rogue Trooper and
ABC warriors filling its pages. 2000AD
wasn't averse to the odd freebie either
and the Space Spinner made a welcome
return being handed out to readers. But
2000AD was all
about Dredd
who incidentally
was based on
the Death Race
lead character
Frankenstein.
Based in a
futuristic and
overpopulated
dystopian city,
Mega City One,
where Judges
are empowered
to arrest,
convict,
sentence and execute criminals. Dredd is
the ultimate law man with the
catchphrase "I am the law" The success
of Judge Dredd continued beyond the
comic and has resulted in two films, spin-
off books, video games, role playing
games, board games as well as
collectible cards. While I gave 2000AD a
chance, for me it never reached the
heights of Marvel/DC Comics and my
2000AD collection went the same way as
my Marvel/DC collections.

So ended my visits to the Comic
Exchange and just like that the comics
were gone, it was a tough decision but
there was no way I was getting rid of my
beloved football programmes or my
treasured record collection so sadly the
comics were sacrificed. At the time I had
just started working in a bank so was
flushed with more cash than ever and the
advent of Punk meant I was spending
more and more on vinyl. I hadn't stopped
going to Millwall so was always adding to
my programme collection. At this time, I
had also discovered a new way of
spending money which was more
enjoyable than comics. The Friday night
visit to the pub with my partner in crime
Gary Levermore became a staple part of
the new routine and included pints, pool
and KFC. So, ended my ten-year
relationship with comics which had come
to a shockingly abrupt ending or so I
thought because just around the corner
was a new comic, one that was to
revolutionise the comic industry and
invent 'Lad culture' but that's for the next
edition.

Editors Comment

We won’t mention the fact that the
Editor’s brother had a full set of 200ad

comics all saved in mint condition. When
he left home our mother threw them all
away. The going price for the 10 first
editions in ‘as new condition’ is around

£150.

But we don't mention that often!

Highfield’s Centenarians

All the staff and residents at Highfield Residential Care
Home in Hythe Kent, had cause for a double celebration
recently as three of its residents had major landmark
birthdays, Mr Leslie Bradfield had a very happy birthday as
he turned 100 last week.
The other centenarians at Highfield, (from left to right) Mrs
Eileen King, who will be 101 very soon; Mrs Evelyn Williams
who has just celebrated her 102nd birthday; Mr Bradfield and
Mrs Eileen Hills who is also looking forward to her 102nd

birthday very soon. Mrs Hills is supported by her husband,
Mr William Hills, who will join the elite club next year.
Mr Hills stated, “On behalf of all the residents at Highfield, I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for

their kindness, care and support, and for keeping us all safe
during the pandemic.”
Happy Birthday Les! We all hope you have many more.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 11th November
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Monday 15th November
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m. (new
members welcome)
Cancer Support Group, RM Community Hub, 2.30 p.m.
(1st & 3rd Mon)

Tuesday 16th November
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
(1st & 3rd Tues)
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 17th November
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Coffee Morning, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 10 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.
Friends of Lydd Town & Museum AGM, Lydd Museum, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday 18th November
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
CARM Meeting, Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 19th November
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road,
10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)
Cuppa & a Chat, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m.
(1st Fri of month)

Saturday 20th November
Book Sale, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney,
10 a.m. – 12 noon
Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone,
10 a.m. – 12 noon
Quiz Night, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 7.30 p.m.
(01797-362097 to book)

Monday 22nd November
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney, 10 a.m.
(2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
‘Bingo’, St, Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m.

Tuesday 23rd November
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
Kent Mobile Library, Ivychurch, 3.30 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 24th November
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.
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The days when New Romney had a good football team!
Above: 1956. Back: Bill King, Mick Dray, Bert Tyrell, Fred White, Bob Barlow, Dennis Aldridge & Dick Apps.

Front: Cecil Pumphery, Billy Ellis, Peter Webb, Kim Hunter & George Gillham.

Below: 1949. Back: Chris Barnes, Sid Flisher, Lawrence Flisher, Ken Ralph, Sid Ashdown & Jim Chivers.
Front: Dave Foord, Ron Richardson, Doug Gillham, Bert Paine & Peter Waddell.

LYDD IN LIGHTS
Lydd Town Council is planning to go ahead with the
Lydd in Lights competition again this year and are
hoping that residents of the Parish will participate in
decorating the exterior of their properties as in
previous years, with outdoor festive lighting and
decorations which bring joy and a smile to people’s
faces at Christmas time in the town.
Councillor Clive Goddard has set the date of 15th

December 2021 for the judging this year so please
have your decorations on display by that date.
Councillor Goddard said, “I am hoping that ‘Lydd in
Lights’ displays will be bigger and better this year to
bring Christmas cheer after a dreadful time during
lockdowns and I hope that the festive lights will
brighten up the Parish of Lydd! Judging will take
place on the 15th December so please have your
decorations looking at their best for then. It is
hoped this year that we will be able to return to
holding the Christmas reception to present the gift
vouchers and certificates to the winners. This was
not possible in December 2020 due to Covid-19 but
the judging was able to take place and we delivered
the winners prizes and certificates prior to
Christmas as we did not want to disappoint the
members of the community that had brightened up
the Parish and brought some Christmas cheer,
particularly as it was such a difficult time”.
If you would like to nominate a property that you
feel has done a great job of decorating in the
festive spirit, then please email your nominations to
the Town Clerk by email
townclerk@lyddtowncouncil.gov.uk or phone (you
can leave a message) 01797 320999 before 12
noon on 13th December 2021.
As in previous years there will be winning displays
chosen from both Lydd Town and the Coast.
The ‘Lydd in Lights’ competition will support the
local economy as the prizes awarded will all be
from local businesses.

LYDDinLIGHTS!

LyddTisholdingNa competition Lights inthe Parish .
Judgingwill take place onDecember15th2021

Tonominate aproperty contact theTownClerkon01797320999or
townclerk@ lyddtowncouncil.gov.uk by12noonon13thDecember

SPONSORED BY LYDDTOWNCOUNCIL

PRIZEWINNERS
WILL RECEIVEVOUCHERSTOSPEND LOCALLY
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Slow Cooker Meatball Goulash

Cake, Sausage Rolls and
Boules

By Jan Holben

Taking advantage of some fair weather, a game of Boules
was scheduled between the Sandgate Boules team and
the Whitstable Grattons team mid October.
Boules is a very relaxing and sociable sport – perfect for
allowing yourself time to slow down after a heavy week of
working. And so the teams assembled in the Sandgate
Park Boules terrain area to partake of some sociable
refreshments including sausage rolls and cake – after
which they got back to the serious business of the Boules
match.
It was a good game, hard fought by every team member of
both teams – but on this occasion it was Whitstable
Grattons that won the day – with scores: Sandgate 3 v 6 to
Grattans. Both teams thoroughly enjoyed the day – and
undeterred, Sandgate Boules team vow revenge with a
return game planned for November.

THREE CHANNEL ROTARY
MEMBERS ARE AWARDED PAUL
HARRIS FELLOWSHIPS, THE
HIGHEST AWARD IN ROTARY
Folkestone Channel Rotary was very proud to present Paul
Harris Fellowships to three members on 13th October.

Presenting the awards, President Gary Calver and
Founder President David Jarvis said:

“It is a great honour to present these Paul Harris
Fellowships. This is the highest award that a Rotarian can
receive and is named after the founder of the worldwide
Rotary movement. All three recipients are past Club
Presidents and exemplify the Rotary motto and ideal of
‘Service Above Self’. Together they have contributed over
100 years of charitable service and commitment to the
needs of the Folkestone & Hythe Community, nationally
and overseas. They are truly the bedrock of Channel
Rotary and we congratulate them.”

Peter Godden has given nearly 40 years of service and this
award recognises the effective way that he has organised
and contributed to Club events and activities like our annual
Charity Wine & Wisdom Evening which regularly attracts
some 200 Quiz Buffs.

Richard Mallinson has completed 40 years of dedication and
commitment. Like his fellow recipients, he has been
involved with every aspect of Channel Rotary’s work both
locally and wider afield.

Joe Sullivan has completed nearly 20 years of service and
made an outstanding contribution to Channel Rotary,
especially in Fundraising and Volunteer organization. Joe
was the leading figure in instigating and subsequently
organising the popular annual Folkestone Channel Triathlon.
This year he led the team that, in a matter of days, organised
and now manages over 700 volunteers to support the two
Covid-19 vaccination sites in Folkestone.

Paul Harris Fellowships are awarded under the auspices of
the Rotary Foundation to which the 35,000 Rotary Clubs
worldwide contribute in addition to everything they raise for

charities locally. This is Rotary’s own international charity
which has spent over £3 billion on good causes such as
improving health and environment, providing quality
education and alleviating poverty. Channel Rotary now has
10 Paul Harris Fellows.

Pumpkin & Carrot
Chermoula Soup

Serves 6-8

Plenty for supper, freeze & re-heat for those working
at home lunches

Half a medium pumpkin (peeled & cut into large
chunks)
3 tbsp Oil
1 Large onion (peeled & roughly chopped)
3 Carrots (roughly diced)
2 Sticks of celery (roughly chopped)
2 Cloves Garlic (peeled & roughly chopped)
4 tbsp Chermoula spice
1.5ltr Vegetable stock

Pre-heat the oven to 160'c
Line a baking
tray with
parchment,
place the
pumpkin on
the tray &
cover with foil
Bake in the
oven for
approximately
40 minutes
In a large pan
gently heat
the oil, sweat
the onion,
carrot & celery
for
approximately
10-12 minutes
Add the garlic
& cook for 3-4 minutes
Stir in the spice mix, cooking for a couple of minutes
Add the stock & bring to a gentle simmer for
approximately 15-20 minutes, season
Add the pumpkin, continue to simmer for a further 5
minutes
Remove from the heat & blend

I've garnished our soup with coriander leaves,
minted yogurt & chilli flakes

Chermoula is a Moroccan seasoning of ground
coriander, cumin, mixed herbs, cayenne pepper,
brown sugar, smoked paprika, garlic powder & citrus

You can swop the pumpkin for butternut squash that
is in season right now
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Basic GardeningTips
By Michael Gooch
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Tulips can be planted now. They haven’t the year on year
shelf life of the daffodil family, and deteriorate, so they are
good in pots, where you can manage them better from
year to year. It is recommended to leave them until
November, because of some creature that eats the bulbs,
and now it is too cold for it to do it’s worst! Plant about 2
bulb sizes deep. Some gardeners, plant them in layers, so
they have slightly different flowering times, to make the
display last longer. There are also an infinite variety, from
dwarf, early and late flowering, some that don’t even look
like traditional tulips, and every colour under the sun. So
the choice is yours.
It is still not too late to plant other bulbs, daffodils,
crocuses, grape and bedding hyacinths etc. In the depths
of winter, when the trees are bare, there is nothing more
encouraging then seeing the shoots of spring bulbs
making an appearance. If they are in a sheltered spot,
facing south or beside a wall, they can flower in January,
bringing cheer to a cheerless month! As mentioned before,
they do need sunshine, they will not flower in the shade.
Even if they do not flower, the joy of seeing shoots, is very
encouraging!
Leaves are falling rapidly now, and some trees will soon
be bare. Garden shrubs can be pruned now. Regarding
size, I manage shrubs by insisting they can be pruned by
standing on the ground. Only for my convenience, not for
any horticultural truth! If you have inherited a mature
garden, you may not be able to name all the shrubs, but it
is worth learning a gardening fact. Early Spring flowering
shrubs, like forsythia, magnolia and weigela flower on last
year’s wood, so they don’t need pruning, or you won’t get
any flowers. They should be pruned after flowering.
Summer flowering shrubs can be pruned now, as they
flower on the current year’s growth, so will have plenty of
time to grow shoots, before they flower.
Many people have rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias
in pots. These are also early flowering, so don’t prune
them until they have finished flowering, if necessary. In
this area, with the alkaline soil, they don’t usually prosper
in the open ground. They need special acidic compost,
easily available from garden centres. One note about
Camellias, is that they need to be watered all year round
to make buds for the following spring. If you have them in
pots, you will probably see buds on the plants now. They
also benefit from appropriate feed in the growing season.
If you have a cold greenhouse, with not much happening
in it at present, now is a good time to give it a good spruce
up. Clean the glass, inside and out, sweep it out if it has a
hard floor, or weed, if it has an earth floor. The first wash of
the glass can be a rough dishcloth in soapy water wash, it
will have got pretty grubby with a year’s worth of wind, rain
and green mould, and if near a tree, a lot of resin and dust
from the tree. Then do a final wash with a window leather.
Hey-ho, one sparling greenhouse!
A cold greenhouse is a good place to store tender plants,
like geraniums, (off the floor) and some of the garden/patio
furniture, if there isn’t room for it anywhere else. If you
have a log burner or open fire, also a good spot to store
drying wood. If you have any space left, maybe a venue
for an outdoor coffee, when it is too cold to sit on patio for
real! If we have the least bit of sunshine. It will get quite
warm!
NOW FOR THE VEG
Although there is not much happening on the vegetable
front as far as planting or sowing is concerned. If you like
broad beans, and have some spare space, you can sow a
variety outdoors now called Aquadulce. These have the
advantage of giving an early crop around June time, and
because they are a hardy variety, they will withstand frost

and snow. Sow seed in rows 5 to 6 inches apart, with rows
about 12 inches apart, to a depth of 2 inches. Shoots will
start to appear towards the end of February, even if the
weather is cold. Once the shoots appear, I always think
the main sowing and planting season is not far off, and is
therefore an encouraging sign after the long winter
months. Aquadulce also are less prone to blackfly than
standard varieties.
If you have brassica crops, do some last minute weeding
and protect from pests such as pigeons by netting them
over if that is practical. Check for last minute caterpillars or
else your hard won crops will end up looking like lace
curtains!
Leeks, too, benefit from a weeding session. Although I
don’t grow it myself, this is the time to plant garlic, which
needs cold weather to get it growing. With frost imminent,
gather in any sweetcorn that is still on the stalks. It freezes
well, so don’t risk losing it.
In the fruit garden, it’s time to start pruning. If you have
raspberry canes, prune according to type. Summer fruiting
canes which bore this year’s fruit will start to die off and
turn brown. These should be cut down to ground level and
are usually easy to remove. Leave the new canes ready
for next year, but cut them down to about half size as this
encourages growth for next year’s crop.
If you have autumn fruiting raspberries, cut all the canes
down to ground level, which sounds drastic but next year’s
crop will grow on new canes which will appear in early
spring. As they grow tall, stake them up to prevent them
flopping about and growing into a U shape. With both
kinds of raspberries, a good mulch of compost will
encourage healthy growth and keep down potential
weeds.
Next time, we’ll look at pruning gooseberries and currants,
as by the end of the month, all the foliage will have fallen
away and that makes the task easier.
Don’t forget to start planning next year’s garden.

The route to re-join the
EU begins in Hythe

By Andrew South
A route to re-joining the European Union was clearly set out
by the Chairman of the European Movement, Lord Andrew
Adonis, at a gathering of Hythe Remainers last week. The
former Transport Minister and Labour peer spoke at the
event along with Conservative and Hythe resident,
Baroness Patience Wheatcroft, and Chris Hammond, Chair
of the East Kent European Movement.
“With polls showing around 60 per cent to 40 per cent
finding that UK voters want to re-join, I think this is
achievable!” Lord Adonis told a packed and positively vibed
conference room in the Sports Pavilion. “I believe that a
second referendum would have been won, but the reason it

didn’t take place
was because of a
breakdown in
relations between
the parties in
Westminster.”
We now know of
course that the
referendum was
won with promises
of impossible
outcomes, from
imaginary figures on
the side of a bus to
the ‘oven-ready
deal’ that never was.
He outlined the four
stages which would

climax in a renewed application to join the EU – and also
took the opportunity to unilaterally announce that the Hythe
Remainers group should become the newest branch of the
European Movement.
“Firstly, I think we need to get the message across that
‘Brexit isn’t working’ – which it clearly isn’t, starting with a
European Movement Day of Action in Canterbury on
November 20th,where all are welcome!”, he said.
“Secondly, we need to fix what has clearly gone wrong so
far with Brexit – the breakdown of supply chains and the
need to recruit employees in a wide range of industries.
And we have to rescue the Northern Ireland protocol, which
Lord David Frost helped to draw up, and then decided not
to honour it.
“We must be back in the Erasmus education programme,
so that UK students can study freely in Europe and
European students can come here – and we need young
people to join the European Movement to help make this
happen.
“The next stage is to re-join the single market and the
customs union, which is the pathway to the final stage – to
re-join!
The media has been instrumental in encouraging anti-
Brussels, anti-EU sentiment with its clichéd portrayal of
‘faceless bureaucrats’ swigging Champagne and knocking
back oysters. But a counterbalance may be found in media
closer to home suggested Baroness Wheatcroft.
“I think the key to winning influence could be through local
media – they are always looking for human interest stories
and still carry weight at local level,” she said. “They want to
be able to identify with their readers, and the rejuvenation
of Folkestone has been phenomenal as a local story. I
believe that there is now real fire in the bellies of the
European Movement.”

Certainly, local
media seems to
take its role
more seriously
than much of
their national
counterparts,
who are happy
to toe the
Conservative
party line –
although there
was a
noticeably universal backlash after last week’s vote to
overhaul the independent disciplinary system for MPs.
Hythe Remainer’s creator Angela Dickinson, who chaired
the Hythe event was flattered to be asked to take the
growing group to the next level as a branch of the
European Movement.
“There has been tremendous effort from our group over the
last few years, but now I really believe that we can step up
a gear to ram the message home that Brexit isn’t working –
we now need to re-ignite the fight!”
The group’s Facebook identity has swiftly been updated, in
a move which demonstrates that whilst acting
independently, there is strength to be gained from being
part of a larger, mutually beneficial group – which sounds
like a familiar concept...!
Both Angela Dickinson and Chris Hammond have
announced their intention to run for a place on the national
Council of the European Movement.
“I want to remind people of the forthcoming Festival of
Europe [an antidote to the proposed event formerly known
as the Festival of the UK, with its unfortunate acronym], a
celebration of culture, values and hope,” said Chris. “There
will be events across the country throughout summer 2022,
beginning on Europe day, May 9th and culminating in a
grand Festival Finale in September.”
Lord Adonis pointed out that Sir Winston Churchill formed
the European Movement 70 years ago, and set out his own
vision for the Movement having taken over as its Chairman
this year.
“We need to become a political movement with the aim of
making the UK a pragmatic trading nation,” he enthused.
“We now have 14,000 members and growing all the time,
but our ambition must be to reach 100,000 members to
become a mass campaigning organisation the size of a
national political party.”
The momentum of the majority of UK voters certainly
appears to be behind an eventual return to the EU, and
while the ‘route to re-join’ is a clear objective, it appears
impossible to predict what a timetable for the four-stage
programme may look like.
With a UK Government and Cabinet team which continues
to lead the populace up any number of uneven garden
paths, voters may well realise the ruling party’s multiple
follies at the next election.
For further information on the European Movement and to
increase its membership, have a look at
www.europeanmovement.co.uk.

For a district that was very much leave! (61.6% )
We would like to know your thoughts. Is this just a
small minded group, who cannot get over the fact

that they lost the referendum
or would you like to rejoin the EU.
Email: Info@thelooker.co.uk
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AND ANOTHER THING . . . . .
by Russell Tillson
People sometimes ask me whether I ever write about
national politics. My answer is, occasionally, yes. But be
warned! For me, as you will see, politics is one almighty
cliché – or perhaps rather more than one. So, let’s not beat
about the bush. The day that our elected politicians make
any sense is the day that pigs might fly. Perhaps that’s a
bit below the belt? I won’t cut off my nose to spite my face.
Nor shall I pull a rabbit out of the hat. I will, however, throw
a few politicians under the bus in what follows. So here we
go. Excuse my French. Tongue firmly in cheek.

Unlike politicians, I am not economical with the truth. The
idea that they ever listen to the
public must be as dead as a
dodo! Conning voters is an art
form, a piece of cake. The sky’s
the limit. There’s more than one
way to skin a cat. And practice
makes perfect. Political debates?
A case of the early bird catching
the worm. They say a speech in
time saves nine. Nobody in the
Commons listens to what anyone
else has to say – a case of in
one ear and out of the other. At
best they agree to disagree.
Indeed, making any sense of
what politicians say is like finding a needle in a haystack. A
wild goose chase. After all, you can’t teach an old dog
new tricks. MPs are living proof of the fact that they can
have their cake and eat it. Birds of a feather flock together.
God helps those who help themselves. It’s nice work if you
can get it.

Once in a blue moon the odd MP says something of
interest. In a nutshell, ignorance is bliss. Your typical MP is
a Jack of all trades and master of none. Their greatest
talent is pulling the wool over our eyes. Now I am sure that
some of them at least mean well. The best laid plans of
mice and men, and that sort of thing. But experience
teaches us that the road to hell is paved with good
intentions. There’s certainly no rest for the wicked. When
you vote, you are guaranteed to get a pig in a poke. As the
old poster reminds us, voting only encourages them. After
all, how many politicians can you trust? As a ballpark
figure, none. It ought to be a case of once bitten, twice shy.
Yet curiously it seldom is.

Now I do accept that not all MPs are the same. Not all of
them, for example, sport beards. Comparing MPs from the
two sides of the House is rather like comparing chalk and
cheese. All of them enjoy taking the Opposition parties to
the cleaners. Some like to assure you that they are from
the School of Hard Knocks and specialise in painting the
town red. On the other side, there are a fair number of
stuffed shirts who are good at keeping a stiff upper lip, or
else are proud of pulling themselves up by their own
bootstraps. But none of them really cut the mustard.
Nobody has the Midas touch, even though the money they
earn makes their world go round.

There are of course variations in political style. Some MPs
seem to operate permanently on a wing and a prayer.
Many specialise in putting their feet in their mouths, which
underlines the fact they are too big for their boots. They
would find that a little politeness goes a long way rather
than stirring up a tempest in a teacup. Too much pot calling
the kettle black. They often find themselves engulfed in
political scandal - in general, you reap what you sow. Pride
goes before a fall. Their numbers include those who feast
on sour grapes and the occasional rebel – history shows
that these black sheep should not bite the hand that feeds

them if they wish to avoid being hoisted by their own
petard.

A few MPs strike while the iron is hot (though most are
permanently in a pickle and never strike at all), calling a
spade a spade and casting pearls before swine. Their
speciality is to leap out of the frying pan into the fire. Their
attempts to play with fire mean they survive by the skin of
their teeth. Some make a mountain out of a molehill or,
heads in the clouds, build castles in the air. Others are
there simply to keep up with the Joneses, usually barking
up the wrong (family) tree. Some MPs take their eye off
the ball and therefore have the Whips breathing down their
neck. Others hedge their bets and sit on the fence. They
never speak in the House, content to pass the buck to
others. Often a case of the blind leading the blind. As with
the receipt of their salaries they operate on autopilot,
keeping calm and carrying on. Finding out what they think
is akin to getting blood out of a stone. Yet, when it comes
to votes in the House, they are as happy as their
colleagues to rob Peter to pay Paul. In fact, give them an
inch and they will take a mile.

Outside the House, there’s nowt so queer as folk. Many
drink like a fish and regularly find themselves three sheets
to the wind. Those trying in vain to give up the habit are
like a fish out of water. Some ignore the fact that a man’s
home is his castle and are attracted by extra-marital affairs
on the basis that the grass is always greener on the other
side of the fence. Being far from home makes it hard to
resist temptation and to imagine that one is footloose and

fancy free – after all, when the cat’s away the mice will
play. But the chat up question (What’s a nice girl like you
doing in a place like this?) often leads to disaster. Walls
have ears and, Bob’s your uncle, hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned. It happens in the best of families.

So – a little advice for our MPs. We all know that too many
cooks spoil the broth. When talking of cooks, don’t cook
the books. Egging the pudding on expenses claims is not a
good idea either, as you might be caught red-handed.
Always have one eye on the next election (and one foot on
the throat of your likely opponent). Never fly off the handle.
Don’t cry over spilt milk and don’t wash your dirty linen in
public. Remember that a bird in the hand is worth two in
the bush and don’t count your chickens before they’re
hatched. On the worst of days, believe that every cloud
has a silver lining. Then you should be as right as rain.

Back to the drawing board. Outside it is raining cats and
dogs. I’m at my wits end to know how to finish this article.
It’s devilishly difficult. Speaking of the devil would I want to
be an MP? Not for all the tea in China. Sometimes I’d
rather like to have their guts for garters. Do any of them
bite the bullet? I’d much rather they bite the dust.
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Venom - Let There Be
Carnage - Cert 15 - On

general release

Yes, Venom is back, as promised in the
mid-credit's scene of the first film when
we see Eddie Brock (Tom Hardy)
interviewing an incarcerated serial killer
"Red" (Woody Harrelson) who is
refusing to give up the location of his
buried victims. 'Red' offers to give
Eddie the information but also promises
'carnage' when he escapes.

Venom 2 starts in 1996 when a young
Cletus Kasady A.K.A 'Red' is at St.
Estes Home for Unwanted Children
along with his beloved Frances
Barrison, who has the ability of sound
manipulation and who is considered a
major danger. Cletus watches as
Frances is taken away to the
Ravenscroft Institute but En route
attacks the young Policeman Patrick
Mulligan, who is guarding her, with her
sonic scream. Mulligan shoots her in
the eye but not before she has
damaged Mulligan's hearing. Frances
is then incarcerated in a fortified cell at
the institute.

Jump forward to the present and
Mulligan (Stephen Graham) visits
Eddie and persuades him to visit Cletus
again, after the visit Venom manages to
work out where the missing bodies are
buried leaving Eddie as the hero.
Cletus then invites Eddie to his
execution by lethal injection but prior to
the execution Venom attacks Cletus in
a fit of rage and Cletus bites Eddie's
hand ingesting part of the symbiote.
When the execution fails after the
symbiote blocks the injection. Cletus
escapes with his own symbiote
'Carnage' Meanwhile Eddie and Venom
are living in disharmony in Eddie's flat
with a pair of chickens 'Sonny' and
'Cher' When Eddie refuses to 'allow
Venom to eat more bad guys' Venom
storms off looking for a new host.

Venom is a comedy in the same vein of
Deadpool and the one-liners are the
real star of the show. Yes, there are
plenty of action scenes but they play
second-fiddle to the Eddie/Venom
relationship which is more than ably
supported by Cletus who is played for
laughs by Woody Harrelson in what
appears to be a reprise of his Mickey
Knox role in Natural Born Killers.

Venom ticks all the boxes, action,
comedy, Hardy, Harrelson and Graham
and it's another welcome addition to
the Marvel camp.

Flower Boy - Amazon Prime
Video

School. The best years of your life.
Unless you're bullied.

I came across this British made drama
on Prime video by chance. It doesn't
feature any big names; it is very low-
budget and there are no Oscar winning
performances but it is an extremely
powerful and poignant piece of drama.

Flower Boy tells the story of a young
lad nicknamed 'Flower Boy' by the
vicious girl gang who torment and bully
him mercilessly making his life a
misery. Having lost his Father, who
took his own life, and losing touch with
his Mother who is suffering a mental
breakdown. His only true friend and
confidant is his younger sister. He

finally finds refuge working at a local
flower shop until the leader of the gang
steals flowers that were intended for his
Father and when he steals them back
so begin a series of violent events that
will change everyone's lives forever.

This is an extremely hard-hitting drama
which pulls no punches. The girls are
genuinely frightening and intimidating
feral characters who show neither
mercy or remorse for their actions.
Their relentless torment of Flower Boy
and other students is malicious and
spiteful as they seek new ways to heap
misery on their victims. They don't only
reserve their hatred for students as one
kindly member of staff finds out to his
detriment, costing him his career.

Flower Boy was made as an anti-
bullying initiative and everyone involved
in the film gave their time and services
for free. Look out for an appearance
from Educating Yorkshire star Musharaf
'Mushy' Ashgar. Flower Boy isn't
judgemental and doesn't attempt to
give answers or excuses it just
presents a warts and all story that
deserves a viewing. At a time when
social media is coming under fire to
prevent the hatred that it's users
spread. Flower Boy is a testament to
the British film industry and how media
can be used for good causes.

Vince
The Movie Man

Phil Sterling
GardenService

All it takesisonecall for acompletegardenservice,
that is professionalreliable and friendly.Most of all it is
built around your needs,whether my services beweekly,

fortnightly or monthly, I̓ll alwaysgetthejobdone.

• Paving • Driveways• Decking • GrassCutting
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Quartet in
residence on
Sunny Sands

By Jan Holben

The internationally renowned Sacconi
Quartet gave a very special musical
performance on Sunny Sands beach,
one fine day towards the end of
October.
For 13 years the Sacconi Festival has
been held in Folkestone – and now
with the first violinist Ben Hancox
living in the town, Folkestone can
claim to have it’s very own resident
chamber quartet.
The four musicians have been
together for 20 years with the intention
that their work should reach new
audiences, young and older. And now
that they are resident in Folkestone
they will continue in that aim.
Folkelife (https://folke.life/) spoke to
Sacconi Quartet Folkestone
Development Manager, Matt Shipton
and first violinist Ben Hancox – and
Ben explained what made him move
here: “My wife and I have moved to
Folkestone because we love it. We
both grew up in Canterbury, and work
has taken us to London and beyond.
We always knew we would move back
down south again, and having got to
know the town through the Sacconi
Festival – which my wife Rhian
manages – we have grown to love it
all the more”.

Ben went on to explain exactly why
they love Folkestone: “Our children
love it too. When lockdown lifted in the
spring of 2020 we realised just what a
special place it was. There’s a great
sense of community here, and there’s
a lot happening artistically and that’s
gathering more and more momentum.
It feels the right time professionally for
us both to be moving down here, and
for our family too”.
On a personal level Ben mentioned
his own goals: “There are a few
personal goals to achieve too
when you live by the sea. One of
my aims is to swim in the sea
through the winter. It was
definitely one of the things that
really drove me to think that
Folkestone is where we should
live. We wanted a big change in
the way we live our life. And I’ve
always liked physical activity;
running and things like that. But
to be in a place where you are
invited to do it even more, just
because of the surroundings, is
amazing.”
Ben went on to say: “You get this
incredible buzz from it. It’s why I
like playing in quartets and so on!
That’s a personal goal, but now
we’re the Quartet In Residence in
Folkestone, it gives us the
opportunity to work within the
community, with other groups and
local composers too.”
Talking about their future plans Matt
said: “In some ways we have a blank
canvas, and can do anything we like.
In 2019, the Sacconi Quartet did a
concert in Customs House on the

Harbour Arm. That was the start really.
Sometimes, sitting in a church
listening to chamber music isn’t
everyone’s cup of tea. Here, we
wanted to encourage people to
wander in, and wander out if they’d
had enough, or stay if they wanted
more. Also, that concert involved Anna
Braithwaite, a Folkestone-based
composer who runs the Montrose
Composers Club, which consists of
musicians from further afield”.
Matt went on to say: “We’re also
working on getting some string
orchestras or string chamber music
initiatives going. John Woolridge, who
runs Folkestone New Music and
Folkestone Early Music, has written a
lot of string quartets for young people
of beginner and intermediate
experience. The Sacconi Quartet is
going to be involved in coaching those
youngsters with with the goal that we
might hopefully have a small string
orchestra in the town.”
The weekend of October 23rd and
24th 2021 was a Residency Weekend
with Saturday being a community day,
working with young string players in
the morning. Then 6 amateur
musicians, all from Kent, performed
with the quartet in the evening. On
Sunday, there was a collaboration
with local artist Kate Beaugie on
Sunny Sands Beach.
Local people who were lucky enough
to see and hear the rendition of
Beethoven played by the quartet on
Sunny Sands absolutely loved it, and
those who missed it said they were
‘gutted’!



A Looker
bedtime story

for Greta
As you may be aware, over the past
few weeks I have looked into a few
‘Green Ideals’ and given a counter
view.
Now I am not for one minute trying to
say that we do not have a climate
emergency, but I am saying that we
have to deal with these things in a
sensible and reasoned manor. Having
sat through so many council meetings
and seeing very valid things get
hĳacked by the green party stock line
of ‘This council declared a ‘climate
emergency’ … well its starting to get a
bit tiresome. £10 Million pounds of the
councils budget was put aside for its
term and to date they have done a lot
of talking, but very little action.
You would have thought they would
have planted lots of trees or installed
lots of car charging points.... But no, all
they do is stop progress being made.
So just for some light hearted relief, I
thought I would welcome you into their
world.

One crisp winter morning in Sweden, a
cute little girl named Greta woke up to
a perfect world, one where there were
no petroleum or oil products ruining
the earth.
She tossed aside her cotton sheet and
wool blanket and stepped out onto a
dirt floor covered with willow bark that
had been pulverised with rocks.
"What's this?" she asked.

"Pulverised willow bark," replied her
fairy godmother.
"What happened to the carpet?" she
asked.
"The carpet was nylon, which is made
from butadiene and hydrogen cyanide,
both made from petroleum," came the
response.
Greta smiled, acknowledging that
adjustments are necessary to save the
planet, and moved to the sink to brush
her teeth where instead of a
toothbrush, she found a willow,
mangled on one end to expose wood
fibre bristles.
"Your old toothbrush?" noted her
godmother, "Also nylon."
"Where's the water?" asked Greta.
"Down the road in the canal," replied
her godmother, 'Just make sure you
avoid water with cholera in it"
"Why's there no running water?" Greta
asked, becoming a little peevish.
"Well," said her godmother, who
happened to teach engineering at MIT,
"Where do we begin?" There followed
a long monologue about how sink
valves need elastomer seats and how
copper pipes contain copper, which
has to be mined and how it's
impossible to make all-electric earth-
moving equipment with no gear
lubrication or tires and how ore has to
be smelted to a make metal, and
that's tough to do with only electricity
as a source of heat, and even if you
use only electricity, the wires need
insulation, which is
petroleum-based, and though most of
Sweden's energy is produced in an
environmentally friendly way because
of hydro and nuclear, if you do a mass
and energy balance around the whole
system, you still need lots of petroleum
products like lubricants and nylon and
rubber for tires and asphalt for filling
potholes and wax and iPhone plastic
and elastic to hold your underwear up
while operating a copper smelting
furnace and . . .
"What's for breakfast?" interjected
Greta, whose head was hurting.
"Fresh, range-fed chicken eggs,"
replied her godmother. "Raw."
"How so, raw?" inquired Greta.
"Well, . . ." And once again, Greta was
told about the need for petroleum

products like transformer oil and
scores of petroleum products essential
for producing metals for frying pans
and in the end was educated about
how you can't have a petroleum-free
world and then cook eggs. Unless you
rip your front fence up and start a fire
and carefully cook your egg in an
orange peel like you do in Boy Scouts.
Not that you can find oranges in
Sweden anymore.
"But I want poached eggs like my Aunt
Tilda makes," lamented Greta.
"Tilda died this morning," the
godmother explained. "Bacterial
pneumonia."
"What?!" interjected Greta. "No one
dies of bacterial pneumonia! We have
penicillin."
"Not anymore," explained godmother
"The production of penicillin requires
chemical extraction using isobutyl
acetate, which, if you know your
organic chemistry, is petroleum-based.
Lots of people are dying, which is
problematic because there's not any
easy way of disposing of the bodies
since backhoes need hydraulic oil and
crematoriums can't really burn many
bodies. They're using fuel like burning
Swedish fences and furniture, which
are rapidly disappearing - being used
on the black market for roasting eggs
and staying warm."
This represents only a fraction of
Greta's day, a day without micro-
phones to exclaim into and a day
without much food, and a day without
carbon-fibre boats to sail in, but a day
that will save the planet. Tomorrow
Greta needs a root canal and learns
how Novocain is synthesised.

Sandgate Racer wins
British Superbike
Championship

A last lap dash secured the title as Jack goes from Jack
The Lad to fully seasoned race champ.

Continuing with an amazing season, a stunning result
from twenty year old Jack Nixon, from Sandgate, out
classed the competition when he competed in the British
Superbikes, in the Superstock 600 class at Brands Hatch
last month.
Jack was competing alongside riders from across the
globe and 6 manufacturers, for the championship title
across 11 events, 33 races. He went into the race
weekend with a large points advantage over his nearest
competitor, but due to engine problems on the Saturday
race, his 13 points tally advantage was reduced meaning
quite simply he had to finish in front on Sunday’s Race
day to win the championship.
Like most things in sport it is a very real team effort, with
most of the eyes on the rider, Nixon is always quick to
point out that without a strong team, preparing his bike
and the support of his family, he could never have got the
success he has achieved.
Mum Sharon Nixon who is bursting with pride at her son’s
achievement said: “I have watched how dedicated, diligent
and hard working he has been with training, cycling,
running, strength body work, as well as working on mental
attitude, all year. It's been a challenging season, 16 races

over 12 race meetings,
condensed into 16 weeks, so
it has been hectic!”

Jack told us: “Well, where to
start with this weekend!!
From the lows of race 1 and
having an unfortunate engine
problem to the highs of race
2 and bringing the
championship home! Going
into the final race level on
points was not what we had
hoped for with a 13 point
lead heading into the
weekend, and it meant
whoever finished in front of
the other in the final race
would win the championship.
Throughout the race I kept
moving forward until lap 9
where Talbot and Durham
passed me but I knew I had
to get them back instantly,
digging deep on the last lap
to make sure no one else

would be able to pass. I’m so happy and this is the biggest
achievement of my racing career so far. Becoming British
Champion is a dream come true and I can’t thank my
team, sponsors, family and all of my supporters enough!”

Celebration Wheelie
as Jack Bags the title

A year of
putting
CARM first
On Saturday 9th October 2021 at the
Littlestone Golf Club Annual
Presentation and Captain’s Handover
dinner, Helen Mattock, Manager from
local charity Caring Altogether on
Romney Marsh (CARM), was delighted
to receive cheques to the value of
£12,000 for the charity which had been
raised by the golfers at Littlestone Golf
Club during the last year.

CARM had been selected as the golf
club’s charity of the year for 2020/21.
The captaincy started later in the year
than usual due to the pandemic, but

this did not deter captains Stuart
Gremo and Julie Ballard from their
fund-raising activities, including golf
days, raffles and auctions to support
CARM.

One member of the club, Keith
Rawlings, used his prowess to write a
book, “Goldenballs”, about a fictitous
golf club and its members. He kindly
donated all proceeds from his sales to

CARM too, which was a great boost to
the fundraising efforts.

On presenting the donations to Helen,
Captains Stuart and Julie stated how
pleased the members of the golf club
had been to support a truly local charity
as many members live locally and felt
that supporting those in need within
their community was a very worthy
cause.

On behalf of CARM, Helen thanked all
those present for the Golf Clubs’
support and generosity and specifically
Stuart and Julie for selecting CARM as
their chosen Charity for the year and all
those who had donated to such a
worthy cause. She assured them that
the money would be put to good use!

More information can be found about
either organisation on their websites.

www.littlestonegolfclub.org.uk
www.carmromneymarsh.org.uk

Police appeal for
pensioner hit and run
incident
A Pensioner was seriously injured and taken to hospital
after a hit-and-run in Folkestone with the driver failing to
stop at the scene.

Police are appealing for anyone with information to come
forward after the woman in her 70s was seriously injured in
Folkestone on Monday.

Between 10 a.m. and 10.50 a.m. she was walking along
Sandgate Road before trying to cross near the junction with
Cheriton Place.

While crossing she was hit by a small car described as grey,
silver or light blue.

Police revealed the car didn't stop at the scene and the
woman was taken to hospital for medical attention.

Investigating officer PC Emma Todd said: "We are making
inquiries to identify the driver and are appealing for anybody
who saw the incident, or has information that may assist our
investigation, to call us. Any drivers who were in the area at
the time and may have dashcam footage is also asked to
contact the appeal line."

Anyone with information is urged to call Kent Police on
01843 222289, quoting reference number 25-0786.

You can also call the independent charity Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555111 or complete the online form
available on their website.
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Recycle Those Plants
by Sandgate Community Garden

Have you ever wondered what happens to the town’s
bedding plants when the season is finished? We
certainly have, and made some enquiries with
Folkestone and Hythe horticultural department that
carry out all the summer and winter floral displays all
around the area from the parks to the street planters.
Most of the plants are annuals, which means after their
display, they are literally exhausted and finished, fit only to
be composted. Some of the plants are perennials and can
survive all year and come back to flower once again. These
were the plants we were interested in, as there were quite a
few of them from dahlias to verbenas, gazanias and salvias.
It seems that most of the plants are removed from the beds
and reused which is good news.
We were concerned that these plants might also end up on
the compost heap and were keen to rescue them if that
were indeed the case, and put them to good use in some of
the areas we are looking after. However, having removed all
the plants the council decided that they did indeed have a
few too many perennials left and offered them to us.
Always keen to save valuable resources, we jumped at the
opportunity, and liberated several plants which we shared
with the Incredible Edible team. Many thanks to the
Folkestone and Hythe Council for thinking of us for these
spare plants, and you never know, after planting out the
winter bedding, there might be the possibility of a leftover
plant or two – you never know! The great thing about
gardening is that nature is the master of recycling, and
nothing is wasted. Plants give their all by flowering or
providing fruit/vegetables, and even when finished make the
best compost, and the cycle continues.
More about what the Sandgate Community Garden and
Incredible Edibles projects are up to at:

www.growshepway.uk/grow Hope the worms picture doesn’t
give you the heebie jeebies but they are just the best for
recycling.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE
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01303 264 400
41High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
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• Home visits
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Cleo receives
her deserved
BEM – at last
It must
have felt a
little unreal
for Cleo
Smith,
Chief
Officer for
Age UK,
Hythe &
Lyminge to
have been
the
recipient of
the British
Empire
Medal over
a year ago – with quite literally nothing to
show for it. But that has now all been put
right with the presentation of the Medal at
an official ceremony, at no less a venue
than Chevening House, country residence
of the Foreign Secretary in Sevenoaks.
“I didn’t think it was real when I first received
the e-mail telling me I had been awarded a
British Empire Medal!” Cleo told ‘The Looker’
on receiving the news of her award at the time.
“It wasn’t until I received a follow-up e-mail
asking for my acceptance that I realised it was
genuine!”

The Medal was awarded in recognition of
Cleo’s work, overseeing the running of the
Community Support Hub based at Age UK in
Hythe.

Because of ongoing Covid regulations, the
delayed award ceremony was sparsely
attended, but nonetheless special for Cleo.

“I was allowed up to four guests to attend with
me, so my mum, dad, sister and husband Neil
came along with me – and it gave me a good
excuse for a new dress, shoes and hat as
well!” she says.

“We arrived at his amazing venue surrounding
by gardens and a lake, which was extremely
picturesque. Unfortunately, we couldn’t take
photos because of the high-level of security, as
it is the home of the Foreign Secretary at the
weekends.”

The Medal was presented by the Lord
Lieutenant, Lady Colgrain, the Queen’s
personal representative in Kent who is
appointed on the advice of the Prime Minister.

“There were only two other worthy medal
recipients on the day – one for services to
education and the other for their work on flood
prevention - and each was called up before the
Lord Lieutenant one by one, while the reason
for the nomination was read out.

“Listening to my nomination was really quite
emotional, as it brought back so many
memories and reminded me of all the extra
work we had to put in from March last year – I
was certainly aware of a few sniffles from my
family behind me!” remarked Cleo.

“It wasn’t just about my achievement -
everyone here at Hythe & Lyminge Age UK has
worked extremely hard. And all the staff and
volunteers gave their time freely and went over
and above what was expected of them. But
Hayley in particularly, as the Centre’s Manager,
was instrumental in organising the staff and
volunteer effort.”

Following the ceremony, the assembled group
retired to the lounge for light refreshments,

which gave them the opportunity to mingle with
others to hear their stories before having their
photos taken.

“The celebrations didn’t end there though – my
family arranged a celebration lunch at Marco
Pierre Whites restaurant at the Clifton Hotel in
Folkestone,” adds Cleo. “It was the first time
since the end of lockdown that we have all
been able to get together in the big group.

“I had a truly lovely day and one which I shall
never forget!”

Cleo, has been at Age UK for 16 years, after
three years working with physically disabled
adults in Folkestone as a registered nurse, and
three years ago the respective chairmen of
Age UK in Ashford and Hythe & Lyminge
agreed that Cleo should also take over the
CEO role at the Ashford Centre, dividing her
time between the two facilities over her five
day working week.
Congratulations to Cleo for the fantastic work
that she and her teams have carried out during
such an extraordinary time. For more
information about Age UK Hythe & Lyminge
services, events and activities, have a look at:
www.ageuk.org.uk/hytheandlyminge.
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How well do you know
your Martello Towers?
James Johnson knows more about Martello Towers than do
most people. Educated at Lympne Primary School and at
the Harvey Grammar in Folkestone, he went up to
Brasenose College, Oxford to read English and later
switched course to History and Politics. After a spell at
Deloitte, he became a charity researcher, attending
meetings at the Department for Education and building up
parliamentary contacts. His idea of a holiday was to take a
cardboard cut-out of the then Communities Secretary Eric
Pickles on a tour of the USA. In 2016 James was offered a
job in Downing Street, becoming a special adviser at the
tender age of 24, Life was never dull! Theresa May
survived a Confidence vote, while after the Conservatives
lost their majority in the 2017 snap election, she faced a
constant barrage of criticism from many of her own
backbench MPs. Yet James recalls her ‘self-deprecating
sense of humour which I think people saw with the dancing
before her 2018 conference speech.’ After several failures
to pass a deal to leave the EU, compounded by the party
finishing an embarrassing fifth in the European Parliament
elections, Theresa May resigned as party leader on May
24, 2019. James also left Number 10 and ran Rory
Stewart's unsuccessful leadership campaign. Currently
James has his own private polling company - J. L.
Partners. His advice to young people with political
ambitions is to send emails to every MP, to never stop
badgering people and to get involved in local initiatives.

Growing up in Folkestone, home to the first tower, James
and his friend Daniel had always been aware of ‘these
upturned flowerpots, these brick pork pies’ – the surviving
Martello Towers. As Covid restrictions ruled out travelling
abroad, James and Daniel were looking at other UK trips
they could do. They settled on the Martello Towers – with
their exciting history, a clear and navigable route in a week,
and with plenty of other English points of interest along the
way. Martello Towers are small defensive forts, mostly on the
coast, dating from the time of the French Revolutionary
Wars. Between 1796 and 1815, 194 were built in Britain and
its dependencies because of wars with France and the USA.
The towers are up to 40 feet high, with two storeys and a
roof (and occasionally an additional basement), housing a
cannon. Ammunition, water, stores and provisions were kept
on the ground floor. The towers typically had a garrison of
one officer and 15 to 24 men, who lived on the first floor,
which was divided into several rooms, with fireplaces built
into the walls for heating and cooking. Their round structure
and thick walls made them resistant to cannon fire. Their

height made them an ideal platform for a single heavy
artillery piece, mounted on the flat roof and able to fire over a
complete circle. A few towers had moats or other batteries
attached for extra defence. A well or cistern within the fort
supplied the garrison with water, while an internal drainage
system linked to the roof enabled rainwater to refill the
cistern.
In 1794 as part of the siege of Saint-Florent in Corsica, two
British warships unsuccessfully attacked the tower at
Mortella Point; the tower eventually fell to land-based forces
after two days of heavy fighting. Martello Towers were based
on the Mortella Tower, as the British copied its design and
might simply have got the name wrong, Several versions of
the name were used until Martello Tower become common
usage from 1803. Between 1804 and 1812 on the south and
east coasts of England, chains of Martello towers were built
to guard against possible invasion from Napoleon’s France.
A total of 103 Martello towers were built in England, set at
regular intervals along the coast from Seaford in Sussex,
to Aldeburgh in Suffolk. Three much larger circular forts
or redoubts were constructed
at Harwich, Dymchurch and Eastbourne; these acted as
supply depots for the smaller towers as well as being
fortifications in their own right. The effectiveness of Britain's
Martello towers was never actually tested in combat against
a Napoleonic invasion fleet.
In Europe, construction of the towers had all but ended by

1815, with only five further towers being built, in Jersey, after
this time. They were less useful after 1815 because the
French threat to British security had gone with the defeat of
Napoleon at Waterloo. By the 1850s developments in
artillery meant that the towers were not strong enough to
withstand an attack with the powerful new rifled muzzle-
loading cannon that was capable of being fired over large
distances. Their obsolescence meant that most of the towers
were sold or adapted for other uses. The Coastguard took
over many to aid in the fight against smuggling. Fifteen were
demolished to enable the re-use of their masonry. The sea
washed away another thirty and the military destroyed four in

experiments to test the effectiveness of the
new rifled artillery. During WW2, some Martello towers
returned to military service as observation platforms and
firing platforms for anti-aircraft artillery.
Some of the surviving Towers have been restored and
transformed into museums, visitor centres, and galleries.
Many are now Listed Buildings, while others are private
residences. The remainder are derelict. When asked what
surprised him as he travelled around, James identified the
sheer size of the endeavour. Each of the southern Martello
Towers needed 500,000 bricks to build, and their eastern
counterparts 750,000. A huge undertaking for the start of
the 19th century, while they also had to be constructed at
speed owing to the perceived threat of invasion. They
have stood the test of time too, with 43 still surviving today.
James was also surprised by the myriad of uses Pitt’s
towers have been put to over the years. From a formåer
puppet museum in Eastbourne, to a petting zoo in Clacton,
from a tower used as a golf club storage hut in Felixstowe,
to a tower in Essex packed with aviation history including a
full plane engine, And, occasionally, they are still used for
something akin to their original purpose: in both Felixstowe
(on the tower itself) and in Folkestone (next to No.3), the
voluntary coastguard still operate from or close to the
towers themselves. James acknowledges a good number
of impressive re-designs, taking on the difficulty of
renovating a two-century-old building, while also
navigating the regulations of English Heritage. By far the
most visually striking was at the Bartlet development in
Felixstowe. Previously a 1920s hospital, the tower is quite
literally part of the foundations and remains so as it has

been turned into a block of luxury flats – probably not one
that English Heritage would have approved in the
Twenties! In Eastbourne, and despite the pandemic,
James persuaded Peter, a volunteer, to admit them into
the Wish Tower Museum, once a key part of the nation’s
defence. On its doorstep is a French-owned restaurant;
Peter pointed out it was the closest they ever got to
successful invasion!

An entirely consistent design, yet such variation in modern
day use. Storage for a golf course in one case and a
venue for a Napoleonic costume ball in the other; manned
and owned by a mix of historical enthusiasts, volunteers,
families, and occasionally no one at all. James and his
colleague revelled in the fact that they had discovered
‘new places and treasures’, while the Towers had ‘told us
something about the very essence of England’. Several of
the towers unfortunately stand derelict, often in relatively
isolated areas as in the wooded hills of Sandgate. Many,
as at Hythe Ranges, are at risk of being swallowed by the
sea. But to see towers like No.2 on Folkestone’s East Cliff
standing empty is a great shame when the town is
booming in so many other respects.

In an article for the Daily Telegraph earlier this year, James
explained that while the Folkestone Martello Tower has
barely changed over two centuries, the town below has
been transformed into a buzzing seaside destination, 50
minutes by rail from London, with a ‘kooky’ old high street
and award-winning restaurants, and home to the UK’s
largest urban contemporary art exhibition, the Folkestone
Triennial. When sipping a glass of sparkling wine at the
lighthouse bar, looking out across the harbour, James
reckons it is easy to imagine you are in the French Riviera.
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Church Round-Up
Installation and
induction of Rev Chris
Hodgkin
Monday, October 25th
A packed St Nicholas Church in New Romney for the
inspirational and moving service led by Bishop Rose,
Bishop in Canterbury and Bishop of Dover. Rev Chris will
be team Rector of all the 14 Marsh churches, helped by
paid and many unpaid and retired clergy and lay people.
The service also included a Communion service, with
Bishop Rose herself serving the wafers to each person.
(The wine is not being given at present, due to Covid
regulations, not theology!) The service was also attended
by the mayor or New Romney, Councillor Paul Thomas
and Deputy Mayor, Janet Thomas, and representatives of
the other churches on the Marsh.

Later in the week, Rev Chris H (we now have 2 Rev
Chris’s with Chris McClean in Lydd) met up with all the
leadership teams who help out at the various churches,
and Bishop Rose, met up for lunch at the Ship, with a
group of lay people who are part of the lay ministry
teams. Very inspiring and encouraging occasions. So
quite an ecclesiastical week! Rev Chris H is wished God’s
blessing on this new, demanding ministry.

Food Bank.
These are continuing with a delivery only service. If you
are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it
applies to single people and couples, not just people with
children) Ring Citizens Advice Bureau, on free phone
080 2082138 to explain your problem and obtain a
voucher. The food will be delivered to your home. You can
have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food, and help in
other ways, if your problems need to be referred to
another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev
Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the
day of the food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney,
from 5.30pm-7pm and Fridays in Lydd.

There are collections points in most supermarkets and
churches. The most useful items at present are cup-a-
soup, shaving foam, tinned meat, hot and cold, UHT milk,
and tinned or packet custard. They do not need, cereal,
pasta, tinned baked beans or tinned soup.

Normal Services.
Most churches are now functioning normally, so see the
notices for the pattern of routine services for your church.
With remembrance Sunday coming up on Sunday 14th,
there may be slight differences in routine.

Brookland, St Augustine.
The next choral evensong will be on Sunday, November
11th at 6.30pm. They rehearse on the previous Thursday
at 7pm, so anyone who would like to join the choir is
welcome.

There is a book swap within the church, and a table of
produce and bits and bobs in the church porch. Do feel
free to browse and support the church.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
The present hall is in bad shape, and the PCC have been
asking advice from the local and church authorities. At
present a plan is being put forward to remove the unsafe
back part of building, with a large tree that is causing
subsidence. These plans are very fluid and depend on
many things, including large sums of money. See
members of PCC if you need any more details.

The mosaic is on display in the church. Remembrance
Sunday, Service outside at 9am. Advent Sunday,
November 26th, 9am. Rev Chris H will be taking the
service, all are encouraged to come along and welcome
Rev Chris to Burmarsh.

Dymchurch, St Peter and St Paul.
Remembrance service at war memorial, outside the
church. At 10.45am, with laying of wreaths and 2 minute
silence. The scripture reading rota is always open to new
volunteers. No special qualifications needed See Doreen
Bishop or Chris Clarke if interested.

Greatstone, St Peter’s
Events are happening in the new hall, and it is good to
see it in use, after all the lockdowns. It had a very quiet
beginning, being finished last year, when all our lives
were very restricted. I wonder what future generations will
make of “our plague year”

The Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday, November
20th from 10am-midday. . There will be lots of seasonal
stalls, tombolas and raffles, and delicious refreshments.
Come along and support the church, just getting back into
routine, after all the upheavals.

Hythe, St Leonards
There is a weekly service at 9.30am, and 6.30pm on
Sundays. Both services are live streamed and can be
accessed from the website www.slhk.org and following
the menu. There is an interregnum (a time without a
priest) at the moment, but the post is being advertised.

St Michael’s Methodist-Anglican
Church Centre.
There is a service every Sunday morning at 11am. The
Community Coffee mornings have resumed and are held
on the first and third Friday of each month, from 10am-
noon. So the next one will be on November 19th.

Ivychurch, St George.
Remembrance service starting in the church at 10.50am,
with removal to the war memorial for the silence. On
Sunday, November 27th there will be a Choral Evensong
led by new Rector, Rev Chris Hodgkins. All invited to
come along and welcome him to Ivychurch.

Lydd All Saints.
The will be a short act of Remembrance on November
11th shortly before 11am at the Memorial Garden.

The Remembrance Sunday service will be held in the
church, starting at 10.45am, and the congregation will be

joined by local civic figures, ex-service personnel, and
youngsters from the uniformed organisations.

The Christmas shoeboxes for needy children in other
parts of the world are being put together at the moment.
If you would like to do a shoebox, for any age or sex of
child ring Emma on 07676 481150 for leaflets and more
details. Due to import restrictions, the list of desired
items is proscribed, so a leaflet will help you with your
box. They have to be collected towards end of
November, so they can be with the children before
Christmas.

The twinning Association and Friends of Lydd are
starting up again, so look for details and posters about
these vital town organisations.

Christmas Fair.
This will be held on Saturday, November 27th in the
Church, from 10am-1.30pm. Many varied stalls,
especially craft stalls with ideas for Christmas presents.
Father Christmas will be visiting from 10.30am –
12.30pm. So children can come along and visit him, so
do make sure you are good in the meantime! Father
Christmas gets to know! Delicious refreshments for
sale, cakes for taking home, and for consumption with
your coffee. Filled rolls will also be for sale, if you need
a healthy snack.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul.
The remembrance service will take place outside on the
airfield Memorial Site, on November 14th at 10.45am.
So come wrapped up. If the weather is too inclement,
the service will transferred to the church.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
The monthly coffee morning, in October, was a great
success, with the usual hundreds of books, CDs, DVDs
and many other stalls, live entertainment from a Ukulele
band , and delicious and moreish refreshments. Thanks
to all who took part, a total of £573.05 was raised. The
next coffee morning will be on November 20th. After that
there won’t be another until February 19th. December is
busy with Christmas activities, and January is not a
good month for events.

There will be a Toy service on December 6th at 11am.

Romney Marsh Community Church.
There is a service every Sunday, now at 10.30am, and
the service as it takes place is recorded, for anyone
who would like to view it after the service. The
congregation are delighted to worship normally and
have fellowship after the service albeit still with social
distancing in mind. Singing with masks takes place.
Refreshments have been served, with encouragement
not to meet in bunches. Nearly all of the church
congregation feel confident to return to worship.

Discipleship groups are now functioning in homes, and
the Toddler group has recommenced.

The routine Sunday Club work for children, and a
crèche for preschool children, during the morning
service is in progress. All helpers have been police
checked, and attended courses on safe guarding of
children and vulnerable adults.

There is also an Alpha course running, as an
introduction to the Christian faith. The session are very
informal and start with a pudding, and questions are
encouraged, after a video. Plans for the Christmas
restaurant are well developed, and it will be on
December 7th, 8th and 9th, Tuesday to Thursday.

Snagate, St Dunstans
The next regular service will be a HC on Sunday,
November 14th, which is Remembrance Sunday, at
9am. Refreshments have been re-introduced after the
service, which has been a blessing. Like the old school
parties, you are asked to bring your own cup!

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
The Remembrance service on November 14th will be at
10am.

Coming events include a Coffee morning on is on
Wednesday, November 17th at 10am, with games if you
wish. On November 20th at 9.30am there will be a quiet
morning, led by rev John Richardson. On Monday,
November 22nd there will be Bingo, at 2pm. The big
Christmas Fair will be on Saturday, November 27th at
10am. Lots of stalls goodies and games.

St Mary in the Marsh.
On Wednesday mornings in term time, activities for
parents and children take place in the church at
10am.There are services at 9am on some Sundays in
the month, see notices

The service of Remembrance will take place in the
church on November 14th at 6.30pm. There will be a
brief Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial on
November 11th at 11am.

Church Chuckle
Many years after the flood, God said to Noah “I want
you to build me another big boat. This time it is to be 20
storeys high, and this time, not animals, but fish. To be
precise, just one kind of fish, carp”

Noah asked God, “And what am I to call this mighty
vessel?” God replied, “Call it the multi storey carp ark”

Wit and Wisdom
Some rotten thief has stolen the bath towels off my line.
They are white and fluffy, and have “Hotel Benidorm”
embroidered on the corner.

By June Gooch

Would you like your Church
Featured ?

If we do not feature your Church then
please send service details and any

information to
david@thelooker.co.uk

To ensure publication please try to
send copy 10 days before our print

edition date.

Church Round-Up

Page 40 Page 41



Page 26

Page 30

ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor....Marsh Memories & The Looker

Marsh Memories
More Memories of the

1910s, 20s & 30s
“I went to Lydd Primary School and as youngsters we found
plenty to do in the town. I belonged to the Boy Scouts and
our headquarters were in an old cottage in Station Road.
Later on we used the Hardy Hall for our training which
included physical exercises. We were a very busy troop and
engaged in all kinds of activities including building bridges
over the local dykes. I was friendly with the Brown boys,
whose father had the Dolphin Hotel, and they had a Bat and
Trap contraption. Claude and Gordon Paine lived next door
to us and we enjoyed roller-skating with them in the large
Tithe Barn in Manor Road.

“In those days, the railway was still in operation between the
Army Camp and the railway station. I remember the Curate
from Lydd using the Camp Trolley to get to the school at
Dungeness where a service was to be held. On one
occasion, I was allowed to accompany him and help propel
the trolley. There were very few cars about and transport on
the Marsh was usually by horse and trap. The farmers in
Lydd though seemed to prefer motor bikes or bicycles. I
remember Mr. Mackett who lived at Mackett’s Crossing, was
a familiar sight in his pony and trap on his journey to his land
at Scotney.

“The war years seemed
to pass very quickly
with Lydd Camp being
full of troops coming
and going. The
Canadians came in
large numbers for firing
practice on the ranges.
There was also a camp
on the land opposite
the Rectory where the
men of the Balloon
Observation Corps were stationed. At times we could hear
the noises of guns from Folkestone or Dover which we
assumed were firing at German planes and Zeppelins which
occasionally came over.

“After the war, my chief interests were football, the Church
Choir and the Lydd War Memorial Institute and these
activities kept me quite busy. I became Secretary and
Treasurer of the Football Club and also Secretary and
Treasurer of the Memorial Institute. Members of the football
team at the time included Claude, Bert and Tim Paine, Harold
Batchelor, G. Newton, ‘Buller’ Turner and C. Sisley. I
remember many tough games with New Romney, Rye and
Tenterden and in the 1922-23 season, we won the Hythe and
Rye Cups and also the Weald of Kent Shield.

“My brother and I used to go walking on Sundays with Harold
Batchelor and his dog ‘Watch’ and we would start at the top
of Ness Road and cut across to the beach. ‘Watch’ was on

the lookout for rabbits all the time among the gorse but I
cannot ever remember him catching one. We also used
to accompany Cecil Blacklocks in his early days of
chicken rearing at Dengemarsh. In those years, there
was very little crime to speak of in Lydd and the
Magistrates had very little work to do. At this time there
were no less than ten public houses in the town, plus
about four on the coast, and any trouble that might have
arisen by the fact of having so many troops in the area
was dealt with very promptly and successfully by army
patrols working of a night time.” . . . Bill Balchin.

“I was born in New Romney in a house situated opposite
The Forge in the High Street. I was the youngest girl in a
family of seven and on a wet day, I would sit on the
window sill and watch Mr. Hartop repairing the big cart
wheels. They would be red hot and we used to watch him
banging the wheel with a big hammer. Then we would
watch the horses being shooed. When it was very hot,
Mr. Hartop, who always wore a leather apron, would put
his back towards the horse, pick up the horse’s foot, put it
through his legs and nail the shoe on. On our way to
school, we used to pass Morgan’s Slaughter House in
Victoria Street and we would go and watch the animals
being slaughtered.

“On our street, Mrs. Humphery kept a sweet shop on the
corner opposite the Cinque Ports Inn. If it was a cold
night, Mrs. Humphery would boil up some water, add it to
some blackcurrant juice and give it out to the children.
Next to the shop, Mr. and Mrs. George lived. They also
were a large family and on Washdays, the old copper
would be alight, as indeed it was in our house, and a huge
mangle would be turned to help dry out the clothes. Next
to Mrs. George lived Arthur King the baker. During the
holidays, I used to go in and scrub the shop out and then I
was allowed to serve the customers.

“Next to us, old Mrs. Couchman lived. She was looked
after by her daughter, Miss Longhurst and when the old
lady became ill, she used to bang on the floor with a
wooden stick and her daughter would go up to see what
she wanted. We could hear this from our bedroom and it
was quite frightening at times. Near this, where an
antique shop used to be, was Tommy Brand’s house and
he was our landlord. He had quite a big garden,
surrounded by a brick wall. Mr. Brooshooft kept a repair
shop for shoes on the corner of Rome Road and we
would stand and watch him for hours. He used to throw a
handful of nails into his mouth and he would repair the
soles of the shoes, taking a nail each time from his
mouth.

“My school holidays were spent working and it was
impressed on us that once we became fourteen, we had
to go to work. My father said that I was never to be out of
work so if for any reason I decided to leave a particular
job, during the time I had given my notice in I had to be
interviewed and be accepted for some other post.”
. . . Vera Williams (Masey).




