
Is new Covid Strain be set to kill
local businesses?

The new Omicron virus variant
was discovered in South
Africa, and has since spread
across the globe, with a small
number of cases reported in
the UK. The variant was
identified in mid-November. It
has an unusually high number
of mutations, and scientists
believe that some of those
mutations are likely to
increase transmissibility and
vaccine resistance. South
African doctors say the
symptoms they have seen to
date have been mild, but that
data is still too limited to draw
any conclusions. UK
government ministers were

quickly persuaded by senior
scientific advisers to start
preparing for 'rapid
deployment' of basic Covid
pandemic measures amid
rising infections and
hospitalisation rates. The
government’s swift response
to the Omicron variant shows
how anxious ministers are that
things could quickly become
very serious. At the start of the
original pandemic in 2020, the
Government was accused of
not taking the Covid-19 virus
insufficiently seriously with
some 'experts' arguing that
had we followed other
countries’ lead and locked

down when others like Italy
did, not only would we have
seen far fewer fatalities, but
the economy would not have
suffered as much in the longer
term.

There are genuine worries
about the possible effects of
the new variant, even if there
is little definite on which
scientific experts can agree. It
is generally believed that it
has many more mutations and
might be even more
transmissible. But they do not
yet know whether it is deadlier
or milder, nor the degree to
which it could render current
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Further escalation in
migrants crossing
the Channel
The number of migrants
arriving in the UK by boat
this year is now more than
three times the 2020 total.

The Home Office said
nearly another 900 people
arrived last Saturday,
bringing the 2021 total to
more than 26,000. The
figure for the whole of last
year was 8,469. On two
occasions last month more
than a thousand migrants
arrived in a single day, a
new record.

Home Secretary Priti Patel
told MPs there was a
"global migration crisis" and
that the number of illegal
migrants departing France
was "unacceptable". In an
answer to an urgent
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Commons question on the crossings from Shadow Home
Secretary Nick Thomas-Symonds, she said the
government's Nationality and Borders Bill was the "long-
term solution" to tackling the issue "on top of a raft of
operational and diplomatic work".

A Home Office spokesperson added: "The British public
have had enough of seeing people die in the Channel while
ruthless criminal gangs are profiting from their misery and
our new plan for immigration will fix the broken system
which encourages migrants to make this lethal journey."

While the number coming across the Channel by boat has
soared, that is only part of the picture - as this year has
seen far fewer migrants using other strategies to enter the
country undetected. This means that, overall, the number
of people claiming asylum in the UK in the year ending
June 2021 was 31,115, a 4% fall on the previous 12
months.

The government's plan would change the law so that
people facilitating Channel crossings would face a
maximum sentence of life in prison.

The proposed changes to immigration being considered by
MPs would see people seeking protection as refugees
having their asylum claim assessed partly on the method
they used to arrive in the UK. Those arriving by what the
government describes as illegal means would no longer
have the same entitlement to claim asylum.

It is thought at least ten people have died in the past few
weeks while attempting to make the perilous crossing. Our
district’s lifeboats are being used to search for missing
people.

The Home Secretary’s plans also involve boats carrying
migrants across the Channel being turned back from the
UK, if the action is personally approved by Priti Patel.

The government has authorised Border Force officials to
use the new tactic, albeit only in limited circumstances.
However, France is strongly opposed to the plan, claiming
it breaks maritime law and accusing the UK of blackmail. In
response a spokesman for Boris Johnson said that any
plans would be "safe and legal" and would comply with the
law.

The Channel is one of the most dangerous and busiest
shipping lanes in the world. Many migrants come from
some of the poorest and most dangerous parts of the
world, and many then claim asylum once they are picked
up by the UK authorities.

The issue has divided people across the country with many
believing that people who come have often have no form of
formal identification and find they are able to enter the
country without any real checks.

vaccines ineffective. The mutation is
too recent for any meaningful data to
exist. It will be mid-December before
scientists have managed to examine
the variant properly, and so the
Government does not and cannot yet
know how much protection existing
vaccines – even with boosters – will
provide against hospitalisation and
death. Scientists are already turning
their minds to a new vaccine, though
the earliest it might be available for
use is the end of March 2022. That
would be far too late for action – as
the Government knows from previous
waves that waiting to see what
happens prolongs the agony and
makes harsher restrictions necessary
in the longer term. Manufacturers
including Pfizer have said that
vaccines against Omicron could be
ready in 100 days. Scientifically, that
is hugely impressive. Politically,
however, it is a nightmare as it would
mean three months of restrictions.
Some fear this could be the start of
the winter pandemic resurgence
which, coupled with seasonal flu,
could once again put our NHS under
huge strain. As ever opinions are rife
on social media, with some
contributors defiant that they will not
stomach another lockdown if the
Prime Minister introduces a more
formal lockdown over Christmas.
Mark Tyler from Lydd wrote on
Facebook: "This is a joke, a few
people across the world get ‘flu-like
symptoms and we are back to square
one! Perhaps Boris should think about
the long-term damage that he could
be causing, People’s mental health is
not up for this and I reckon more
would die as a result of stress and
suicide than from this virus."
However, Rebecca Long from Hythe
said: "If this new virus is worse than
Covid, then we should go into
immediate lockdown, and stop people
flying into our country like they did in
New Zealand. Whatever Johnson
does, he will upset a lot of people. I
only hope that this does not lead to
people bulk buying, thinking they will
not be able to get food and presents
before Christmas."
One local councillor, who preferred
not to be named, told me that he had
no plans to wear a mask in any shop
or at any of the many parties he was
planning to attend in the run up to
Christmas. He is elderly, triple jabbed
and described the Government as ‘a
bunch of killjoys’.
Stacey Rodgers, who runs a local
boutique, was in no doubt about
where she stood – ‘The majority of us
have been vaccinated and are as
immune as we shall ever be. Let us
get on with life.’

The Looker Editor who was in the
USA when the news broke and has
had to undergo a PCR test upon
return to the country voiced his
concern: "Any businesses that rely on
the Christmas period to keep them
ticking over to spring are fearing that a
potential lockdown on venues and
restrictions on shops could be the
straw that broke the camel’s back."
His view was echoed by Daniel
Sangiuseppe, Chairman of the
Folkestone, Hythe & District Hotel &
Catering Association and Director of
Castlewood Hotels. He told The
Looker: ‘With the recent news that the
UK government have introduced what
has been described as 'soft' and
'limited' response to the new Omicron
virus. local retail and hospitality
leaders are fearing that the new
restrictions could lead to a dire
Christmas ahead for many of the
district’s businesses.’
David Monk, leader of Folkestone and
Hythe District Council, banged the
drum for local High Streets. He told
The Looker that the council follows
government advice but as Leader he
would exhort people to continue to
shop in our towns. ‘Just wear a mask,
I as it is so important to keep the
economic impetus going and the
retailers and dealers are ready to
receive customers’. He reminded
readers that there is free “on street
“parking and in the council’ car parks
on the three Saturdays before
Christmas.

At the time of writing the requirement
to wear a face covering does not
apply to the hospitality sector, such as
bars, pubs and restaurants. Nobody
really understands why a mask is
deemed necessary in an empty shop
though not in a crowded bar. But
should such restrictions as we saw
last year and earlier this year be
brought back for the hospitality sector,
it would have damaging financial
implications for the many bars, pubs,

restaurants and hotels in our area. Mr.
Sangiuseppe confirmed that ‘the
December trade is critical for these
businesses to continue over the rest
of the winter and so if sales are
reduced then I worry that a number of
our establishments would have no
choice but to close permanently.’
Henry Cullen, owner of one of the
most popular restaurants in Hythe
High Street feared that mandatory
mask wearing in shops was potentially
the final nail in the High Street coffin,
and especially if it was extended to
restaurants and cafes. There is a
widespread fear that the ‘temporary’
measures will prove to be a gateway
to lockdown and the cancellation of
Christmas. Savid Javid has ruled out
the imminent return of measures on
social distancing and working from
home because of their economic cost
and damaging effects on mental
health, adding that the country was
‘nowhere near’ adopting tougher
restrictions. He has also advised
families to continue to plan for
Christmas as normal.
The regulations have a chilling effect –
hospitality has put everything into this
Christmas to save the year. The
managing director of Iceland said he
does not expect his staff to enforce
government mask mandates. The
travel restrictions threaten another
season of financial disaster for the
airlines. The self-isolation rules could
revive the ‘pingdemic’ of labour
shortages that created so much chaos
earlier in the year. The greatest threat
is the danger of the Government
making knee-jerk lurches from one set
of restrictions to another while
residents and businesses become
more and more frustrated and
pessimistic. Let us hope that omicron
proves to be a false dawn.
As with the first outbreak of the
pandemic The Looker will have all the
current information from the
government and local authorities on
our website www.thelooker.co.uk

Home Secretary vows to stop migrants crossing
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RomneyMarsh
Community Hub
Vaccination volunteers
contribute over 15,000
hours to support
vaccination programme
The Romney Marsh Community Hub has donated a
staggering 15,000 volunteer hours to the local
vaccination programme since it launched earlier this year.

The team of volunteers has worked to support the NHS
with managing queues, meeting and greeting, parking
and sanitising arrivals for vaccination, from the original
vaccination centre at Lydd Airport, and latterly Church
Lane Surgery and the Old School, both in New Romney.

Jon Wilson is the CEO of the Romney Marsh
Community Hub told the Looker:
"When the vaccination programme
launched, our immediate focus
was on ensuring the elderly and
the clinically vulnerable in the
community were able to access
the vaccination as soon as
possible. The set-up and logistics
needed to get the programme
underway was enormous
and we were lucky to
have an incredible
response to our appeal
for volunteers, vast
number of whom
continue to give their time today.

The vaccination programme remains our biggest weapon
in the fight against COVID-19 and, as we move to the
next stage, I would like to extend my thanks to everyone

who has given up their time and been involved in this
effort.”

Tayo Bella is a Partner at the New Romney Pharmacy
and a Clinical Lead for the New Romney Old School
Vaccination Service.
“Working with the Romney Marsh Community Hub
Volunteers, we have been able to administer over 25,000
Covid vaccinations at the New Romney Old School.
Without the collaboration of the volunteers, this would
have been almost impossible to achieve.

We are hugely grateful for the wonderful ambience, the
information and support the volunteers have offered, as
well as their enthusiasm, commitment, and hard work,
which has been invaluable. We are confident that this
great effort has helped to alleviate the effects of the
pandemic in our community and in the world at large. We
are delighted to celebrate and thank each of them; on
behalf of New Romney Pharmacy, I want to say a big
'Thank you!' to everyone who has volunteered and to the
staff and CEO of the Romney Marsh Community Hub for
co-ordinating the efforts so brilliantly.”

Working
together to
prevent drink
spiking in the
district
Folkestone & Hythe District Council
and Kent Police have been providing
advice to bar and pub goers in the
district about enjoying their nights out
safely in the town.

Beer mats have been designed with a
straw hole and safety information
added, specifically to prevent
unattended drinks being 'spiked'
(having substances added to them
without the drinker being aware).

The teams attended over 20 night-time
venues during the evening on
Saturday 27 November 2021 and gave
out hundreds of ‘spiking prevention’
beer mats along with safety advice
and information to those running the
venues as well as their patrons.

Saturday’s event was part of a wider
campaign designed to ensure the
district’s night-time venues remain a

safe space for all. The teams also
promoted the harassment training that
the Folkestone & Hythe District
Community Safety Unit delivered on
the 30 November, which included
details about the ‘Ask Angela’ initiative.
An initiative that some venues in the
town have already received training
for.

‘Ask Angela’ is designed to enable
those who feel unsafe, vulnerable or
threatened to discreetly seek help by
approaching venue staff and asking for
‘Angela’. This code-phrase alerts staff
that help is needed and a trained
member of staff will then provide
support and assistance.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, F&HDC
Cabinet Member for Communities,
said: “The success of Saturday’s
event is heartening to hear, it is
reassuring that so many of district’s
night-time venues are lending their

support to our safety campaigns”

"Working with our partners and our
night-time venues, we will continue to
strive to ensure that our district is a
safe place to enjoy an evening out.

Detective Inspector Sheena Barrell,
from Folkestone's Community Safety
Unit, said: “Folkestone remains a safe
place to live, work and enjoy yourself
and schemes such as this are
amongst many that we are
undertaking with partners to keep it
that way”.

“Kent Police understands that recent
reports of drink spiking from elsewhere
in the UK will have caused concern to
the public everywhere. We take all
reported incidents seriously and are
working closely with night-time venues
to ensure members of staff recognise
the signs of spiking as well as any
other criminal behaviour”

“We encourage people to be vigilant
and report any suspicious activity to
security staff in the first instance so
immediate action can be taken and
everyone can continue to socialise
safely.”

Anyone who thinks their drink may
have been spiked should report it at
kent.police.uk/ro/report/ or by calling
101 or 999 if a crime is in progress.
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Our Man InWestminster

Damian Collins MPIs that ‘Basil Salty’ on
the horizon?

Jan Holben
Icy conditions are here and we will start to notice Kent
Council Gritters out on their rounds salting main routes
in Kent. These ‘main routes’ include all A and B class
roads, busy commuter routes and some other roads
that can become hazardous in frosty and icy conditions.
Minor road and lanes are not included in their rounds
and Kent Council is not responsible for motorways or
trunk roads.
Kent Council uses 64 winter service vehicles – this
includes 4 mini gritters for narrower roads and there are
more vehicles on standby ‘just in case’. Roads are
gritted according to road surface temperature which is
different from air temperature and weather stations
across the county measure this.
Kent Council will also have snow clearing operations
taken place when heavy and continuous snowfall settles
– although focus is on primary routes such as access to
hospitals and fire stations. When main roads are clear
they then work on other roads. Snow ploughs can be
used but only when snow is more than 2in deep and if
the road is without road humps or other traffic calming
measures.
Grit cannot be put on top of snow, it will not melt it – so
snow ploughs are fitted onto gritters to be used. Kent
Council also have arrangements with around 117
farmers, which covers over 200 routes across the
county, and they also assist with snow clearance when
needed.
Some people absolutely hate the snow – for them it
means slipping, sliding and possibly falling awkwardly. It
means waiting longer for buses caught in the slushy
dirty snow on the road, or having to take the doggie out
for a cold, wet and miserable walk and then having a
mucky wet doggie shaking it all off indoors. Others find
it a joyful pleasure and will be outdoors with their
makeshift sledges – or as I used to do when younger,
wearing a pair of socks on your hands (no gloves) to
keep them warm so you could pelt your unsuspecting
friends with frozen balls of greyish snow (in London).
Others who may not even go outside if they can help it,
will perhaps have a giggle at the various creative names
for Gritters, which the public have voted on at various
times: Eddie BI-Izzard, Saltin it out, Darth Gritter, Brad
Gritt, Ice ice baby, Gritty Rascal, Basil Salty, David
Plowie, Spready Mercury.

Or one for the editor.... Gritter Thunberg!

Brookland
School pupils
do their bit for
others
At Brookland Church of England
Primary School on the Romney Marsh,
we have been working with the
children to become courageous
advocates and speak up for those who
cannot or may not be able to speak up
for themselves.

As part of a social action project for
harvest this year, the children have set
up a Community Cupboard in St
Augustine’s Church in Brookland to
provide food for those that may need
it.
Through the kind donations of the
children and parents, they have
managed to stock a cupboard full of
supplies for those in the community
that may need some help and support
at this time.
We hope that people within the
community find it helpful and make the
most of it. The intention is to run the
cupboard over the course of the year
in the hope that it will become a
permanent feature in the future.

As a school, we are incredibly proud of
the children and all of their hard work
as they work to live out our school
vision of ‘For A Brighter Future.’

The recent deaths of 27 migrants in the Channel last
week was an avoidable tragedy. Those who were on the
capsized vessel were victims of both the sea and the
ruthless criminal gangs that exploit innocent lives for
profit. It has always been my firm belief that we must
crack down on these gangs and ensure that illegal entry
into the United Kingdom via the English Channel is
unviable; the only way to prevent a repeat of this incident
is to ensure that boats do not enter the water in the first
place. I therefore welcome the Home Secretary’s
commitment to finalising negotiations with our French
neighbours as soon as possible – which is in both of our
mutual interests – and will be monitoring developments
closely.

Last week the long-awaited Fan-Led Review of football
governance – chaired by my colleague, and former
Folkestonian, Tracey Crouch – was published, and I fully
support it. We have long needed independent financial
regulation of clubs, proper integrity tests for owners and
directors and a real voice for fans, and so this is an
incredibly positive step. I am also glad that Nigel
Huddleston, the minister responsible, accepted my
proposition in the House of Commons that the principle
of an independent football regulator, with powers
recommended by Tracey's Football Fan-Led Review,
should be implemented.

On Friday, I travelled to Dungeness B power station to
meet with Station Director, John Benn, to discuss the
future of the site. It was reassuring to hear that
decommissioning is just another stage in the lifecycle of
the power plant. Not only are local jobs secure, but EDF
are offering employees the opportunity to gain new skills
and are actively hiring new staff at the site, particularly
apprentices and graduates. Given that the defueling
process alone will take until at least 2030, little will
change locally in the short-term, and exciting new
possibilities for the site are already being explored.

Following my visit to the power station, I met with some
of our local farmers in Romney Marsh to discuss key
issues facing rural communities. Topic of trade, seasonal
labour, rural crime, and agri-environmental schemes
featured heavily in our discussions and it was incredibly
useful to hear feedback on the governments Agricultural
Transition Plan. It should go without saying that our
farmers are a vital asset to our community, they
increased resilience in supply chains during the
difficulties of COVID-19, and so it is always important to
buy British, where you can.

This week I also had the honour of officially opening the
resurfaced Tennis Club courts at Sellindge Sports &
Social Club. After months of the local community working
incredibly hard to raise funds – most impressively by
holding a sponsored 24-hour tennisathon – it was
excellent to see the club thriving once again.
Congratulations to everyone involved!

Christmas
Parade will
‘Light Up’ New
Romney
On 10th December, the Light Up
New Romney volunteers will be
holding their annual Christmas
Parade
Light Up New Romney applied to Kent
Community Foundation for a grant
towards their November lantern
making workshops and safety
equipment for their annual December
Christmas Parade and received a
grant of £1,100.

Established in 2017, Light Up New
Romney offers free lantern making
workshops and organises a festive
parade and late-night shopping for the
community of New Romney. This year
the Light Up New Romney late night
shopping event and lantern parade will
be held on 10th December when the
community will also enjoy a Christmas
market.

Caroline Wire, Team Leader, Light Up
New Romney, said “Before Light Up
New Romney was created in 2017,
there had been no festive events or
late-night shopping in the town for over
a decade and there were many
complaints from residents, but no one
had taken the initiative to revitalise the
town in winter. It was disappointing to
see that people left New Romney to do
their Christmas shopping elsewhere,
affecting both local businesses and
community spirit. We decided to do
something to revive community spirit
and Light up New Romney was born -
a community lantern parade organised

entirely by a team of volunteers.
Thanks to the funding we have
received from Kent Community
Foundation, we've been able to run a
series of free lantern-making
workshops for both community groups
and the wider public that have been
attended by over 250 people."

Josephine McCartney, Chief
Executive, Kent Community
Foundation, said, “Kent Community
Foundation was delighted to support
this grassroots organisation with a
grant of £1,100 from the Little Cheyne
Court Wind Farm Community Fund.
Their commitment to improving the
festive period for the whole community
by offering free lantern workshops and
a Christmas parade has made such a
positive impact to everyone in New
Romney.”

To contact Kent Community
Foundation call, 01303 814500 or visit
www.kentcf.org.uk

About Light Up New Romney

Light Up New Romney was
established in 2017 to give the local
community a festive lantern parade
and late-night shopping.

www.facebook.com/lightupnewromney
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Happy Birthday Grace Pike
From New Romney who celebrated her 100th
birthday at The Pilot, Dungeness on Friday
12th November surrounded by her close

friends and family.

Princes Parade gets
Government backing
The innovative Princes Parade scheme has received a
major boost thanks to a £2m grant from central
government.

Money from the Brownfield Land Release Fund will
help prepare the former municipal waste site for
development ahead of the construction of 150 housing
units.

This forms part of the project that will also deliver a
new leisure centre, accessible green open spaces,
additional play areas, better access to the canal and
beach, and a widened promenade for the community
to enjoy.

Cllr David Monk, F&HDC Leader, said: “I’m delighted
the government agrees with the
benefits of this project. It will
transform a disused brownfield
site with poor ecological
credentials and provide quality
housing to address local
needs.This isn’t the first time
we’ve received funding for this
development. Unfortunately we
lost the first grant – a
significant investment
into the district – due to
the failed and time-
consuming judicial
review and attempted

appeal.

To receive such backing for a second time is
testament to the thoroughness of our work throughout
the formation of this scheme, which continues to
progress at a good pace despite the best efforts of a
small number of people.”

The Brownfield Land Release Fund supports local
authorities to bring forward brownfield sites for housing
development and self and custom-built serviced plots.

Housing minister Christopher Pincher MP added: “Our
brownfield-first approach is transforming underused
sites into thriving communities where people want to
live, work and visit.

“The investment we are announcing today will help
people onto the property ladder, create jobs, deliver
new infrastructure and provide a boost to local
communities as we level up across the country.”

Visit folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/princesparade for more
information about the development and the progress
being made.
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County Council at
breaking point and puts
up the shutters
Kent County Council has exceeded the limit agreed with
the Home Office for the number of unaccompanied asylum
seeking children and is now running out of resources.

The reality of the migrant crisis is that we currently have a
senior County Councillor warning that the council has
nowhere else to go, when it comes to re-housing these
vulnerable young people.

Cllr Sue Chandler, the cabinet
member for children’s services,
confirmed that the county council
had now reached its agreed limit for
the Channel crossers after a recent
rise in the number of vulnerable
children making the perilous
journey.

Speaking at a county council
scrutiny meeting, she said
the agreement with the
Home Office on the safe
care and reception of young child asylum seekers had
been working but the strain on the council was increasing.
She explained: ’’the number of children arriving in small
boats has been rising, although the transfer [to other
councils] has not been as swift as the Home Office wanted
and the speed of transfer has been slowing.”

Thirty-nine children had been taken in during the previous
week, of whom eleven were under the age of 16 and
thirteen were 15- to 16-year-olds, she added.

The government is facing renewed calls to make a
dispersal scheme for child asylum seekers compulsory
after social services chiefs said there were signs that fewer
councils were coming forward to ease the pressure on
Kent. It is increasingly likely that all English county councils
will be obliged to take their ‘fair share’ of children.

KCC is now above the level agreed with the Home Office
and the authority will not be taking any more until the total
number of children from outside the UK the council is
required to look after is reduced to below 360.

Cllr Hugo Pound, leader of the Labour opposition group on
Tunbridge Wells council, said the money could be spent on
processing centres or safe camps nearer to the starting
point of the journeys made by asylum seekers.

But critics declared that this showed just how out of touch
he was with reality. Barry Eldridge said: “I have no idea
what planet Cllr Pound is on. We have seen that sending
millions of pounds overseas in aid for projects like this
really does not work. The money is eaten up in
bureaucracy and corrupt officials and never gets to the
people it was intended for. You only have to ask was it
good value to give the French £54 million, when they are
doing nothing to stop these people crossing the Channel
and being forced to put their lives at risk.” "One of the
things we have been calling for ever since it was first
mooted has been to reverse the cut to the foreign aid
budget so we can fund exactly this sort of thing.’’

Cllr Dan Watkins, Conservative councillor on Canterbury
City Council, said: “The question is why do they come to

Britain when they are clearly very safe in France and half a
dozen other countries before they even get to France?”

One possible solution could be to adopt the same approach
to helping refugees that the government led by David
Cameron had adopted in Syria. “We took refugees in
controlled numbers, but they were taken out of camps in
Turkey, closer to where they came from. That would deter
more people from taking the perilous journey across the
English Channel”.

In addition to the growing number of children, concerns
have been raised about the ability of Border Force to
process the overall number of people travelling to the UK,
with holding centres already full. In one week over 1500
migrants were reported to have been held at Dover Port, in
a makeshift Marquee.

With Napier Barracks once again full and many hotels
within our district also at capacity, Government officials are
struggling to find new places to hold the migrants in a safe
location until they have had their applications processed.

Donation of Christmas Tree
The Mayor and members of Lydd Town Council wish to
express their gratitude to Major Rick Beven and Richard
Goslett of Landmarc for pulling out all the stops this year
in relation to the Christmas Tree for Lydd.

For many years we have been fortunate that the MOD and
Landmarc have given a generous donation of a Christmas
Tree to Lydd Town Council which is placed in the grounds
of All Saints’ Church to be appreciated by those who live,
work or visit Lydd at Christmas time.

In September this year we were advised that they may
struggle to find a Christmas Tree on the training area for
us this year as the usual supply had been cut down to
plant a memorial orchard. More spruce trees will be
planted but it will be some time before they are ready to
be supplied to us.

The cost of a tree at the right size can be in the region of
£500 or more and so we
were delighted when Major
Beven advised us that he
would be able to locate a
tree from further afield.

The tree is now in place and
decorated with Christmas
lights and a star outside All
Saints Church. The tree was
delivered and installed by
the MOD and Landmarc with
help from the Deputy Mayor,
Cllr Bob Jones.



A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
NEEDED MORE THAN EVER

All of us mere mortals enjoy a few wets and excellent haute
cuisine. Sadly, in our troubled world, many of our fellow
citizens will not be enjoying the festive season, as most of
us will be able to.

Politics and greed, on the part of a few of the world's
leaders, or rephrasing that, Dictators, are holding the
civilised world hostage, to satisfy their megalomanic egos.

December is a time of peace and recollection, NOT conflict.
Most of my fellow citizens are decent and hardworking, and

their "others, before self’’ approach" restores my faith in
human nature. This wonderful attitude of putting people
who are disadvantaged to the fore shows that humanity
does care for its fellow human beings.

Most organisations that provide support do this work
without any financial benefit, but they take pride in knowing
they are involved in providing advice and comfort, which is
much appreciated by most of the recipients of their help.

I am glad to say that over the years local councils have
provided a lead in this. Our District Council, for example,
has staff helping homeless people and liaise with
organisations which provide shelter and help for the
disadvantaged. Organised charities help local townsfolk
financially and advise outside bodies of needy causes.

Volunteers give their time and effort to help and, although
Governments generally take a positive lead, this is not
always the case. There is a shambolic mess, in some
countries, intent on dominating our culture and way of life,
to cover up their own fallings and, no doubt, corrupt political
misdemeanours.

A Merry Christmas to all our readers!
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Foot Health Practitioner
Maintaining Your Feet For A Healthier Lifestyle

NICK MATTOCKMCFHP MAFHP

Mobile: 07892 400 828

Visiting foot health professional in the comfort of your own home

Email: njmattock23@hotmail.co.uk

Lyons
Pride

Art for art’s sake

Since John and Yolanda Houston
arrived to live on Romney Marsh having
given up their former lives to focus
solely on art and developing their
artistic skills, things have developed in
many ways that they could never have
imagined.

Converting first an outbuilding to a
workshop and then going on to develop
the studio space which is well known to
many of those living on and around
Romney Marsh, the scope of new
courses and classes to encourage art
has risen exponentially.

Yolanda Houston always loved art and
started off creating bespoke cakes for
celebrities and the general public.
However, art and creativity were always
second on the agenda with a need to
support a growing family, pay the
mortgage and support day to day living.

Their dream to set up art courses often
seemed a far away prospect but when
John’s health was compromised it had
to become a reality. They had to look at
making the dream real.

Yolanda continued to work and travel to
London whilst helping John start to
develop courses that local people could
come along and attend. One of the first
regular classes was stained glass,
starting with a few people coming to the

evening class. David Nelson was one of
our first students – he is still coming
after five years and has created some
amazing pieces for his home and the
Sea Cadets.

Classes became frequent, introducing
mosaics, silver clay, painting and so
many more arts and crafts to whet the
appetite of not only local people but
others travelling far and wide to come
to their Teach Me Studio.

As Yolanda became involved in
community events, she was
approached by the local arts curator,
Briony Kapoor, to create some stained
glass windows and a mosaic all of
which stand proud in the grounds of
Hope All Saints Church on the Old
Ashford Road. Following on, Yolanda
and Teach Me were invited to bid for
the Fifth Continent Marsh Mosaics
project which involved creating bespoke
mosaic designs for each of 10 ancient
medieval churches on Romney Marsh.

When Covid struck the nation, the
whole project appeared doomed but as
lockdown was lifted the first workshops
were held in the March of 2021 under a
canopy in the garden of Teach Me’s
studios.

The project was a huge success with
workshops taking place all over

Romney Marsh in scout huts, schools,
churches and the visitors’ centre. All
the mosaics were completed on time
and were on display in St Nicholas’s
Church before being forwarded to each
of the individual churches where they
can be seen. Many of the regular glass
and mosaic students became part of
the Teach Me Team along with John
and Yolanda to help bring the designs
and concepts to life.

Yolanda now feels that she can truly be
called an “artist” and no longer thinks of
herself as anything else, now having
time to focus just on creating beautiful
things. The Mosaics was a lovely
project, so much so that the four
churches which were not funded as part
of the original ten have now been given
funding to enable the full complement
of fourteen churches to be completed.

The reputation of Yolanda as an artist
has grown with many others making
contact with new commissions including
several schools and colleges. If you or
your organisation would like to install
something long lasting please do get in
contact with Yolanda or John who
would be happy to assist in the design
and completion of an installation.

You can contact them on 01797 364366
or 07770 347616 or via the website at
www.teachmecourses.co.uk

Delux DJ Robin, does his
bit for good cause

Marsh based Fostercarer and Radio DJ Robin Nixon from
Romney Marsh appeared on Channel 4 show Moneybags
with Craig Charles last week in a bid to win enough
money for a hydrotherapy pool for his disabled foster
children.

Robin Nixon appeared on the Channel 4 teatime quiz
Moneybags. The DJ who has a show on
Deluxradio.co.uk got a chance to play for £82,000 in the
programme's final segment.

The 60-year-old, who cares for three disabled teenage
boys with wife Julie, explained to host Craig Charles and
the audience at home that he was playing for the chance
for the life-changing facility at the family home.

Mr Nixon said: "When I first spoke to the producers of the
show they said it's a big amount of money, you could
potentially win a life changing amount. And I really thought
'hydrotherapy pool'. If I'd managed to answer those four
questions, I think we'd have had enough to put the pool
in."

In the end the Greatstone grandfather walked away with
£16,400 after he correctly answered questions about soft
fruit and the letters appearing in the names of the months
- but he was stumped by a sporting brainteaser.

Asked for £41,000 which Scottish sports stadium had the
higher capacity, he declined to grab either money bag
labelled 'Murrayfield' or 'Hampden Park'. Although he told

the host his hunch said Murrayfield - the correct answer -
he admitted it was simply too risky to chance walking
away empty handed. "I couldn't be sure enough," he said.
"It wasn't worth the risk, but it would have been nice if I
had taken the punt."

Mr Nixon, who hosts the weekday Lunchtime shows on
Delux Radio, which has over 45,000 listeners from
around the world, said he will now use the winnings from
the show to kickstart a fundraising effort to pay for the
new pool in its entirety. His foster Children get to use a
similar facility at their school, but because of the number
of pupils needing similar care it means their time is
limited.

"It makes so much difference to them," he explained. "You
can see after they've had hydrotherapy, they are calm and
relaxed and happy for hours.

"I think it just gives them a sense of freedom, it gives them
a sense of security, and they're not stuck in the chair with
only straps and things to stop them falling out.



The problem with writing the Looker is that sometimes you try
to plan ahead and then that spectacularly goes wrong.
I have spent the last week in Seattle and Oregon in the USA,
my first work based overseas trip in over 2 years. So thinking
ahead, I wrote my editors word in advance and also some of
the copy that is in this edition.
Over the past five years I have been predicting that, with the
number of migrants heading across the Channel, it was only
a matter of time until we had a tragic accident with lives lost
at sea.
Unfortunately, that has now happened. As I was heading to
the airport my phone started to ring asking what I knew, from
both BBC, Sky and ITV reporters.
Obviously, I knew nothing at that point, but by the time I
landed the next day, the picture was all too clear and picked
up by all the news channels across the world.
Now I always try to look at the positives in all situations and I
would like to say that perhaps from this tragedy, some good
could come.
But alas I fear that the politicians who were quite obviously
shocked by such a large loss of life, seemed to suggest that
this would herald the start of a new Anglo-French
relationship, to try and bring a new joint effort to flush out the
people who traffic these people.
This seemed all too positive to be true. And in fact, it was.
The French President, who let’s not forget is fighting for his
political life, with massive negative publicity around his term
of presidency and claims that have ‘not come to pass’,
decided to pull the plug on talks with Preti Patel and UK
officials, all because of the Prime minister, publishing a tweet
that the government planned to work ‘tirelessly’ with their
French counterparts to solve the issues of cross boarder
trafficking.

This is part of the problem, politicians are ‘playing politics’
and the one thing that we do not need is political gestures,
it is now time for some action.
As I write this on Saturday evening, there are currently
estimated to be over 5,000 people in and around Calais,
hoping for a break in the weather, so that they have a
chance to be in the UK by Christmas and I think it is only
a matter of time until, more people lose their lives at sea.
Whilst talking of the risk of saving lives at sea, I have
been amazed that currently all lifeboat crews along the
south east have had to take action against threatened
attacks, from an ultra right wing group called Britain First.
With the institution having to send a message from their
communications department that stated: “unless we get a
shout please stay away from the boathouse, also
minimise the wearing of branded clothing in the short
term.
The RNLI has received credible threats from Britain First
alongside a cyber attack on the organisation.
The RNLI is taking this very seriously and I would ask you
to all stay vigilant. This attack is being reported on social
and mainstream media.”
Unfortunately, the paper has had to go to print before I
could find out any more information on this story. But in a
season where we preach ‘good will to all’ the society that
we are now in seems to be not very nice at all.
I know the whole migrant issue splits and divides local
opinion and I certainly do not have all the answers, but
what I do know is that human lives will be lost until
something is done about the people traffickers.
The next edition is our last before we have our traditional
New Year break. Traditionally we do a review of the past
12 months but the news has been so gloomy, I might just
leave that until the first edition of 2022.
As we count down to Christmas, again I would like to also
thank all our customers, who either advertise with us, or
support The Looker by popping into our Sweet Shop and
the Kent Model Exchange.
Lets all try and have a Happy Christmas Season.

David.
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Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 289

Angela C Slaterʼs
Stone & Wood sculptures

Marking an avoidable
tragedy

By Jan Holben
More than 100 local people young and older, gathered
together on Sunny Sands beach a few days ago (28/11)
organised by Bridget Chapman who has led calls
demanding a safe passage – she said this 'avoidable'
tragedy was 'only a matter of time'.
This gathering was to mark the tragic death of 27 people
who attempted to cross the Channel earlier this month –
leaving from a Dunkirk beach and hoping to arrive safely
somewhere along the Kent coastline.
The inflatable boat they embarked in was described as
being ‘frail’ and ‘like a blow up pool you have
in your garden’ - and of the group who set out
in this inflatable boat, it is believed only 2
people survived.
This numbingly sad incident amounts to the
largest single loss of life in the English
Channel since the United Nations migration
agency started recording data in 2014. And
yet even in the days that following this
tragedy more boats left France, in freezing
cold conditions, setting out to arrive
somewhere along the coast here in Kent.
MP Damian Collins, recently interviewed on
BBC Politics Live, said the UK is already
supporting the UN refugee centre which is
working closely with the countries where
these people are escaping from – he pointed
out: “there is a significant amount of money
we've given over the years to support the
safe routes that exist" – and he made the
point that he does not believe the French do

not have the resources to stop the boats, to identify the
people smugglers – because the more people that get
through the more will attempt this dangerous crossing.
In the refugee camps around Dunkirk and Calais, the
refugees have seen or heard the awful news – but many of
them just to do not believe it, the people smugglers who
take their money tell them it is ‘fake news’ and it is just
trying to deter them from trying – they even show them
little videos of refugees successfully landing on Kent
beaches. Others do believe the news but they say they will
keep trying anyway because anything is better than living
the way they are living now. Some have been there many
months, even years, living in rundown areas around
Dunkirk or Calais, living under canvas often wet and
freezing cold – being moved on again and again, with no
hope of a normal life or future.

Please Note
The next edition of The Looker is out onWednesday 22nd December .
We then have a three week break over Christmas and the New Year.
Make a note - the first edition of 2022 will be out on 12th January.



HYTHE SALVATIONARMY
CHRISTMASCOMMUNITY APPEAL

This Christmas we will be seeking to serve our community
as we always do. Thiswill include Christmas Day lunch

for those who would be on their own, toys, gifts
and food parcels for families in need.

Todonate please use the QR code below:

For other ways to donate please contact usat: 01303268792
or hythe@salvationarmy.org.uk

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/hythe
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Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO 2021 Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site

St Mary’s Bay Scouts
Christmas Fun Fayre
On the 27th of November, 1st St. Mary's Bay Scout Group were
just one of a variety of stalls at the All Saints C of E Church
Christmas Fayre in Jefferstone Lane. They had Hook-A-Duck, run
by two of their troop, and two of their leaders ran a Teddy Bear
Tombola and were selling crocheted Christmas Tree Ornaments.

In the wake of the pandemic, both the Church and the Scout
Group have been hit hard with limited opportunities to raise funds
during this time, as have many organisations across the district.

On this occasion, they raised £63 for their scout group and the
Church raised £720. As the only scout group in the District to not
have its own Scout Hut, 1st St. Mary's Bay has been even more
limited in funding options than most (those with huts were eligible
for grants from the Government).

1st St. Mary's Bay does not
currently have a waiting list for
new young people to join either
their Beavers, Cubs or Scouts
sections. They meet in the All
Saints Church Hall in
Jefferstone Lane, St. Mary's
Bay on a Friday evening.
Beavers meet from 5:30 -
6:30pm and Cubs & Scouts
meet from 6:45 - 8:15pm. They
would love to welcome you and
gain #SkillsForLife

All of the children's parents/
caregivers have signed
paperwork for full permission
with regards to photographs.



Dear Looker,
Does anyone coordinate the countless roadworks that are
continually being undertaken in this area?
For example a journey from Dymchurch took sometimes up
to half an hour when the roadworks for the new roundabout
for the Martello lakes was being built.
Now I know this is a necessity. And it was tolerated but no
sooner is that done and we have the rolling roadblock for the
new ‘Green Expressway’ cycle lane that will link up the
already much anticipated gold standard cycle path from
Hythe to aforementioned Martello Lakes.
Now they want to spread this all the way to Dymchurch.
Surely this could have been done at the same time as the
new roundabout?
Today the lights were out of action resulting in tail backs past
New beach and in fact almost back to the Town centre.
I see that our New District Councillor, Mr Andy Weatherhead,
sucking up all the glory for this latest bit of disruption to our
traffic.
But this was all part of a scheme by his predecessor Martyn
Whybrow. How permission was granted for digging up
roadside verges to cover it in tonnes of tarmac beggars
belief. Not very green initiative?!
The current roadworks must cause havoc for public service
vehicles, people trying to get to work and school. Transport
standing stationary, added pollution, when will it all end?
And what’s more, when did you actually see anyone using
the cycle path? I can tell you, that as someone who passed
this stretch of road 10 times a week, since it opened I have
seen aproximatley 6 people use it!
What a waste of money! I dare not ask how much of our
council tax has been spent on this attempt to keep the
greens onside?
Michael Johnson
Dymchurch

Dear Looker,

Following on from your recent article from Russell Tillson,
which I am guessing, his tongue was firmly in his cheek!

It comes at a time when all politicians are again being
scrutinised.

What surprises me most about the current media feeding
frenzy over the actions of a couple of MPs is that anyone
should be surprised.

I suspect that there is a much higher concentration of
unprincipled, greedy miscreants and downright crooks
among the members of both houses of parliament – of all
parties – than there is among the population as a whole.

Now before you think that I am just Tory Bashing, this
applies to just about every politician from every party. All the
time that there is party politics, this will go on.

Calls for ‘probes’ into the, at the very least, ‘questionable’,
behaviour of (dis)Honourable members will achieve nothing
– especially when such investigations are carried out by MPs
themselves.

The task of cleaning up Parliament will be a great deal
harder than that faced by Hercules who, for his fifth labour,
was ordered to clean the Augean Stables – which held 3,000
cattle and hadn’t been cleaned for 30 years.

Sadly, the Mother of Parliaments has become a den of
thieves.

Robert Headman

Dear Looker,

A District Councillor Responds to Council Pressure

Folkestone & Hythe District Council met in the
Council Chamber in the evening of 24th of November.
I very rarely submit a written question to Council,
but on the very morning of the Council meeting I felt
so strongly about a matter of policy, made by the
government a day or so before the 24th November,
that I decided to submit an urgent question to
Council. My question is repeated in full below and
was published as question 13 of Councillor
questions on the revised agenda under the Council
Constitution.

Urgent question for Council (submitted under
paragraph 10.3, part 4 of the Constitution, and
consent given by Chairman).

From Councillor Mullard to Councillor Mrs
Hollingsbee, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member
for Communities.

I strongly object to Councils being required to take a
proportion of unaccompanied illegal boat children
into care. Councils will be given £143 per child per
night (£1000 pw) for this. I strongly object to my
taxes being used in this way which can only
encourage more children being sent across the
Channel to the UK. The UK has many impoverished
children of its own needing care and support without
being forced by Government to care for young
illegal boat child migrants. Will our council object to
this new policy?

Minutes before the Council meeting started, I was
approached by Cllr Hollingsbee to ask me to
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withdraw my question. I responded with a very
firm NO. Within minutes three more Councillors
approached me with the same request, all
receiving my firm NO.
The reason for the requests was that my
question may be insensitive, bearing in mind the
deaths of 27 immigrants in the Channel earlier
that day. I can only assume that these four
councillors, and maybe others, had not read my
question fully, as if they had done, they may
have realised that if anything, my question
discouraged children to attempt to cross the
Channel, rather than encouraging them which I
fear the new Goverment policy may well do!
Mark my word!
When the questions to Councillors agenda item
was reached, Councillor Stuart Peall, one of the
four objectors, had the audacity to ask the
Chairman of Council to disallow the question
bearing in mind the earlier event in the Channel.
This was against the earlier consent of the
Chairman to permit the question and to my mind
was out of order My reposte was that my
question bore no relationship to the events and
deaths in the Channel that day, but that I would
accept any ruling of the Chairman. My question
was therefore not put.

The Channel event resulting in the deaths of 27
migrants appears to have resonated with both
the UK and French Governments, with both now
talking about more urgent action to stop these
crossings. We have now heard that Boris
Johnson has written to Monsieur Macron to
propose joint UK/French patrols on the French
coast, joint sea patrols and drone acton.
The proposals included that all illegals
attempting the crossing or actually landing at
Dover should be returned to France.
Unsurprisingly these proposals have been
rejected by France as their clear aims are to
export as many migrants to the UK as possible!

Back to my question! Attempts to restrict
freedom of speech by Councillors, particularly
made by other Councillors, is not acceptable
unless it is overtly rude. I have heard that knives
are already out to get me to resign my seat.
That simply makes me more determined to
carry on and even to stand again in May 2022
although I had already given thought to not
standing again!

It is well known that I am completely opposed to
the UK letting migrants into the UK illegally.
Whilst I am not writing here about the new
Covid variant, why on earth do UK citizens,
returning from abroad now require to have an
expensive PCR test and possible quarantine,
whereas boat people are still welcomed and
housed at no expense to themselves and totally
without passports? The UK Government MUST
end this completely.

Cllr Terry Mullard,

Member for Romney Marsh Ward.

Burmarsh Hall renovation
Burmarsh is a small village on the picturesque Romney Marsh,
Kent. Our Hall in Burmarsh has fallen into an unusable
condition and we need to raise £30,000 to demolish and
replace the kitchen and toilet. In addition we need to replace
the main doors to meet fire regulations and the electrics have
to be upgraded to be fit for purpose. Through the kind
generosity of District Cllr Mullard we have been able to have
the trees removed that had fallen across the roof of the kitchen
and toilets. We have been promised some help from District
Cllr Meyers to help with the work that is needed on the electrics
in the main hall, and we have also been offered help towards
the cost of new doors for the main Hall from a generous
resident. This might mean that we may be able to use the main
Hall for a few things in the interim but to bring the Hall back into
full use for the benefit of the whole community we have to
demolish the back section that houses the toilets and kitchen.
We plan to re build a disabled toilet and basic kitchen and thus
provide the required facilities for the Hall and thus making it
useable for all in
the community.

The Hall is a badly
needed
community space
that can be used
by all age groups
but particularly the
older residents
and those under
the age of 18 -
these groups make up approximately half of the population of
this very rural isolated community. Burmarsh has one bus a
week that arrives in the village midway through a Thursday
morning and returns in the early afternoon. The nearest shop,
primary school, doctor’s surgery and pharmacy are two miles
away in Dymchurch. A number of older residents have no
means of leaving the village and have to rely on the help of
neighbours and friends, while young people are isolated during
the school holidays and at weekends unless they walk along a
narrow lane for two miles to the nearest bus stop.

We have formed a volunteer group made up of the members of
the Parochial Church Council, the Chair of the Parish Council
and volunteer residents with the main aim of bringing the Hall
back into full use so that it can, again, become the centre of the
village and provide a communal space for all age groups to use
on a regular basis. In the past the Hall was used by CARM
(Caring All Together on Romney Marsh) and for a wide variety
of activities including coffee mornings, a meeting point for those
who want a chat, parties, a lunch club, jumble sales, auctions,
children’s holiday activities, as a Polling Station, for Parish
Council meetings, and for meetings and classes, various clubs,
as well being hired out for private functions. At present this
much needed community space is entirely unusable. We would
like to start work as soon as possible but we need your help. If
you are able to give even a small amount we would be most
grateful. Every little helps and we are most grateful for all
contributions large and small. Follow our progress and for
updates go to our Facebook page

www.facebook.com/burmrshhallrenovations/
Please help us bring the Hall back into full use for the benefit of
all Burmarsh residents by visiting our Crowdfunding page and
donating as much as you can.

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/burmarsh-hall-renovation

Thank you so much, your generosity
is very greatly appreciated.

Email: Info@thelooker.co.uk
Please include your name on

any correspondence



As the festive season draws upon us, I
thought I might take a slight detour
from my usual path down memory
lane to try to answer a question oft
asked at this time of the year. No, not
when is it acceptable to stick the
Christmas tree up. Nor is it the age-old
question of whether or not it is ethical
to return unwanted Christmas
presents. No, for today's trip down
memory lane I will attempt to answer
the question What is the greatest
Christmas film ever?

As the resident film reviewer, I thought
I would share my views to the debate
and present my personal top ten of
Christmas films. Firstly, what I may
construe as a Christmas film might not
meet everyone's criteria but if you've
never spent Christmas at the
Nakatomi Plaza with John McClane
then you've never lived. So, what
makes a Christmas film? Well, that's a
conundrum in itself, does it require
snow, reindeer or the great man
himself? Does it need to be set at the
festive period? As long as it ticks one
or more of the boxes it probably
qualifies but what is required to make
a Christmas film a great Christmas
film? Well, firstly it has to be a great
film and as long as it ticks one of the
Christmas boxes it becomes a great
Christmas film by default.

So, before we start the countdown, I
would like to mention a few films that
although not making my top ten
deserve a mention, Elf with Will
Ferrell's OTT performance as Buddy
the Elf alongside his embittered Father
played by James Caan. Bing Crosby
crooning and Danny Kaye clowning in
White Christmas. Billy Bob Thornton's
foul mouthed, drunk Santa Claus in
Bad Santa. Alistair Sims iconic
Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christmas
Carol. Arnie's comic turn in Jingle All
The Way. Michael Keaton's heart-
warming performance in the tear
jerker Jack Frost. Tim Allen's
transformation in The Santa Clause
and the drug-based antics of American
stoners A Very Harold and Kumar
Christmas. All classics but all just
missing out on a top ten spot. So here
goes for my festive top ten.

No:10 Black Christmas (1974)
Christmas can be a scary time so why
not indulge in a bit of Xmas horror.
This cult film has spawned two
remakes and is generally credited as
the first slasher movie as college
student Jess Bradford begins

receiving threatening phone calls at
the same time as the women in her
sorority house go missing. A genuinely
scary festive film that appears dated
now but still delivers.

No:9 Last Christmas (2019) A huge
slice of Christmas cheese based
around the Wham hit of the same
name. The twist is predictable but this
is still the perfect Christmas film for
couples. Emma Thompson co-wrote
the story with her husband and stars
as the doting mother of Katarina an
aspiring singer who meets the
mysterious Tom. A typical British
comedy with a supporting cast of
lovable misfits. Will leave you smiling
and in a festive mood.

No:8 National Lampoons Christmas
Vacation (1989) If it's Christmas chaos
you require, I suggest you check out
the dysfunctional Griswolds as Clark
Griswold (Chevvy Chase) proves that

Cats and Christmas tree lights do not
go together. A proper festive rib-tickler
that lights up Christmas brighter than
Clark's 25,000 twinkle lights. Expect

breakdowns, burnt cats, puking dogs
and chainsaws.

No: 7 Home Alone (1990) Social
services worst nightmare the
McCallister's somehow contrive to
leave youngest son Kevin home alone
and at the mercy of the 'wet bandits'
Marv and Harry. This has spawned
several sequels but the first two are
head and shoulders above the others.
Career criminal Joe Pesci and Daniel
Stern are superb as hapless crooks as
Home Alone plays out like a Tom and
Jerry cartoon.

No: 6 Miracle on 34th Street (1994)
I've opted for the 1994 version due to
the excellent performances of Richard
Attenborough and Dylan McDermott
as Kris Kringle and Bryan Bedford the
attorney who defends Kringle. A real
Christmas feelgood film.

Next issue we'll look at the top five.

By Vince Shelly
Ghostbusters Afterlife -
Cert 12A on general

release

Ghostbusters Afterlife is the fourth
film in the series following
Ghostbusters and Ghostbusters 2
and the 2016 revamp film
Ghostbusters which switched male
paranormal investigators for female
equivalents.

Afterlife is a sequel/reboot which
picks up after the third film. Single
mum Callie is struggling to make
ends meet and when she is evicted
is forced to move in to her late
Father's house with her kids Trevor
and Phoebe. We learn that Callie's
Father abandoned her as a kid. We
also discover he was none other
than Egon Spengler a member of the
original Ghostbusters team and
known to the locals of Summerville
as the 'dirt farmer' . While the
dilapidated farmhouse presents
another headache to Callie to 12-
year-old scientific genius daughter
Phoebe it presents a treasure trove
of hidden treasures and she is soon
introducing herself to her late
Grandfathers ways. But meanwhile
Summerville hides a dark secret in
the mountains.

Directed by Jason Reitman, whose
Father Ivan directed 1 & 2, Afterlife
plays like a homage to his Father's
films but rather than a simple re-hash
he injects enough of his own ideas to
bring a fresh approach to the
franchise. But Reitman the younger
shows his respect and there are
numerous nods to the originals. In
fact, Summerville looks as though it
is still in the 80's with a drive-in diner

the local hotspot. The cinema is
screening horror film Cannibal Girls
(which was directed by Ivan
Reitman) The school teacher and
Callie's love interest Gary
Grooberson (Played by the excellent
Paul Rudd) still uses VHS tapes.

Afterlife takes time to build up but
then I guess Reitman wanted to
make an original film worthy of the
franchise. At times this feels closer to
The Goonies or Stand By Me in feel
and location but then the Stay-Puft
marshmallow men remind us
otherwise.

The ending is both heart-warming
and a fitting tribute to the late Harold
Ramis and in one fell swoop Reitman
saves the world and gives closure to
everyone. The cameos are brief but
long enough for Bill Murray to be,
well, Bill Murray. They are however
vital in making Afterlife effectively
Ghostbusters 3. Afterlife is a lot of
fun and I guarantee you will be
humming Ray Parker Jnrs theme
song by the end.

Pirates - Cert 15
on general release

This certainly ticked all the boxes, an
independent British film, but it
somehow fell short of the mark, by
the way don't expect any Jolly
Rogers or barrels of rum as these
Pirates are found on the illegal
airwaves,

From the trailer I was half expecting
a Kid 'n' Play House Party style rites
of passage film but Pirates fails to
live up to expectations. Set at the
end of 1999 we follow three friends
Cappo, Two Tonne and Kidda on
their mission to obtain tickets to the
hottest event of the millennium and
as the three search for tickets and
garms they stumble clumsily through
the overplayed and overlong scenes.
The laughs were limited, although a
search of the internet Goo Goo
(Google) raised a few laughs. The
main characters never seem to
connect with the audience and at

times come across as annoying. The
supporting cast fail to add any
substance to the film and such are
the number of cameos I was left
thinking of the episode of Only Fools
and Horses when Rodney's film
making attempts were exploited by
Del Boy making money from a cast
of thousands of wannabees.

Sadly, my cinema companions felt
the same, my wife Paige fell asleep
and friend Nat remarked "The
soundtrack was good" Which I would
agree with. Maybe on another day I
might 'get it' but I would rather watch
the far superior "People Just Do
Nothing - Big In Japan" again. All in
all a disappointment.

TV CATCH UP
With the night's drawing in now is the
perfect opportunity to binge watch
some decent TV and where better to
start than the worst letting agent in
the country. The Bafta award winning
Stath Let's Flats is back for a third
series on Channel 4 with all three
series available on catch up. With a
baby on the way and the Michael
and Eagles team working out of
Stath's Dads house you can expect
disasters, mayhem and laughs a-
plenty.

If it's a political drama you crave why
not tune into the second series of
Sky TV's Cobra: Cyberwar PM
Robert Sutherland (Robert Carlyle) is
back and this time the country is
facing an attack on the banking
system as an unknown enemy tries
to cripple the country's economy.
Can the PM stave off the threat as he
races against the clock while battling
disruptive forces within his own party.

It's back after a ten-year hiatus and
Dexter - New Blood will soon be
splattering our screens as Dexter
has relocated to Iron Lake and taken
on the new identity of Jim Lindsay
but will the dark passenger return.

Vince
The Movie Man



Photos From The Past

Page 23

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 9th December
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 4 p.m.
Christmas Film at Ivychurch Village Hall, 7 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 10th December
‘Light Up New Romney’, Parade starts 6.30 p.m.

Saturday 11th December
Christmas Book Sale, St. Mary-in-the Marsh Church,
10 a.m. – 12 noon
Christmas Country Market, Newchurch Church,
10.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.
Hythe Town Concert Band, St. Nicholas Church,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Haywardians Christmas Concert, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Monday 13th December
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney,
10 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Brenzett WI Christmas Party, Brookland Village Hall,
7 p.m.

Tuesday 14th December
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 15th December
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone,
9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,

New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 16th December
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
CARM Coffee Morning, Shepherd & Crook, Burmarsh,
11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 17th December
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield
Road, 10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)
Cuppa & a Chat, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2 p.m.
(1st Fri of month)

Sunday 19th December
Children’s Christmas Party, Ivychurch Village Hall,
3.30 p.m.

Monday 20th December
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
(new members welcome)
Cancer Support Group, RM Community Hub, 2.30 p.m.
(1st & 3rd Mon)
New Romney History Society, Old School, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 21st December
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
(1st & 3rd Tues)
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 22nd December
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone,
9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.
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CINEMARSH
At the Marsh Academy,

New Romney

Up coming films
‘Ghostbusters : Afterlife’:
Wed 8th Dec & Thur 9th Dec

‘King Richard’:
Fri 10th, Sat 11th, Mon 13th, Tue 14th, Wed 15th

& Thur 16th Dec

‘Mothering Sunday’:
Fri 10th, Sun 12th, Tue 14th,
Wed 15th & Thur 16th Dec

‘Home Alone’:
Sat 11th & Sun 12th Dec

‘It’s A Wonderful Life’:
Mon 13th & Thur 16th Dec

‘West Side Story 2021’:
Fri 17th Dec - Thur 23rd Dec

‘Encanto’:
Mon 27th Dec - Fri 31st Dec

Littlestone in the 1920s.

Above: Left to right, Queen’s Road, Littlestone Road and St. Nicholas Road
with Madeira Road in the background.

Below: Littlestone Road looking north towards the railway bridge. Warren Road is
on the right. No parking problems in those days!

To book tickets, visit the Leisure Centre or go to: marshacademy.org.uk
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Slow Cooker Meatball Goulash

Bloody Accident at
the Folkestone Lift
(1896)

By Jan Holben

An unmarked plot in the old Folkestone cemetery, marks the
resting place of John Henry Frederick Wessell who died 13th

December 1916. John Wessell was assistant engineer of
the Folkestone Lift until one warm Saturday afternoon in
May 1896 when he was involved in a life changing accident
whilst working on the Lift machinery.
John Wessell was employed by the Folkestone Lift
Company to keep the (Leas) Lift working by regularly
maintaining the machinery that runs the Lift. On this fateful
Saturday he was going about his work and was wiping the
engine while it was still running. Sadly his attention must
have strayed for a brief moment and he dropped a piece of
waste into the moving machinery – and on reaching down
to retrieve the piece of waste his arm was ripped off by a
moving wheel, and was terribly mangled.
But for the prompt action of Lift Engineer Mr John Collins
who managed to staunch the flow of blood from this
dreadful injury, Mr Wessell would most likely have died from
shock and loss of blood. Another local, Mr Soper, had also
quickly summoned a doctor to the scene to attend to Mr
Wessell. The injuries were very severe, and his arm was so
badly damaged that it necessitated being amputated close
to the shoulder.
The Lift Company who employed John Wessell had kindly
given him good compensation, and with a small
‘subscription’ by local people, this money did sustain John
and his young family, for some time.

Using the money John was able to earn a living by selling
fruit, sweets and toys on the beach, and with permission
from the Lord of the Manor, he erected a small wooden
shop on the beach where he could sell his wares during the
warmer seasons.
Through the harsh winter months though he struggled to
earn a living because he needed to buy his products from
local shops, instead of a wholesaler, so the profit mark up
was only twopence in the shilling – not enough to keep his
family together.
Now almost destitute, John Wessell was clearly not a man
who would give in easily, and he certainly didn’t want Emily
his wife, and four youngest children (Catherine, Emily, Mary
and John who was still a toddler) to end up in the
poorhouse. His plan was to raise enough to buy a piano
organ – and with help from a few friends and supported by
local paper The Herald, which donated the first 20 shillings
– the Wessell Organ Fund was created. The public
responded magnificently and donations large and small
came in from across Folkestone. This allowed John to
purchase the piano organ enabling him to busk on the
streets of Folkestone, and other streets close by.
Busking wasn’t particularly popular with ‘the authorities’ at
the time – but because this cause won the hearts and
popular support of the public Johns busking efforts meant
that he was able to keep his family together. The years that
followed were far from easy for John with one of his
daughters, Emily Augusta, being sent to a girls home when
she was 13 years old, and his youngest boy, John, being
sent to live in an orphanage when he was 4 years old, and
in later years to a home and education facility for learning
disabled children.
20 years after the accident, at age 64, John Henry
Frederick Wessell died on13th December 1916 and is buried
in section 20, plot 1789 – an unmarked grave. His wife
Emily is buried in section 3, plot 8714, also unmarked.

ChristmasMincemeat
“Making homemade mincemeat is easier than it
sounds. It’s also a great way to use up different
dried fruits & nut that you may have in the
cupboard.

Great to give to a friend for a festive foodie gift or if
you have any left over after mince pie make a
mincemeat & apple crumble”

Makes 5-6 Jars (depending on size)

Mixed Fruits 800g, sultanas, currants or raisins

Dried Cranberries 100g

Dried Apricots 100g, chopped

Glace Cherries 100g, chopped

Bramley Apples 450g, peeled, cored & grated

Stem Ginger 60g, chopped

Flaked Almonds 100g

Dark Brown Sugar 225g

Oranges, zest & juice 2

Lemons, zest & juice 2

Ground Ginger 2tsp

Mixed Spice 1tsp

Ground cinnamon 1tsp

Grated Nutmeg ½ tsp

Alcohol 150ml

Suet 225g

In a slow cooker place all ingredients except the
butter & flour, combine ingredients together.

In a bowl combine the grated butter & flour, add to
the slow cooker pan.

Cook on low for approximately 3 hours, stirring
from time to time.

Alternatively cook in a large saucepan on a low
heat, regularly stirring for approximately 1 hour 30
minutes

Sterilise the jars & lids by washing in hot soapy
water, rinse. Place on a baking tray and place in a

pre heated oven at 200’c for approximately 20-30
minutes.

Transfer the mincemeat to the jars

Church Approach,
New Romney,

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swearby your IT, not at it!
Contact us now
01797363385

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

*Remote ITsupport for businessor home
*New & refurbishedsales
*Call-outsfor businessor domestic users
*Preventative maintenance
*Repairs tomost electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people

Having problems with your IT?
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needinga new screen or battery?

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:
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Hawkinge Town FC
celebrate Football Pitch
Funding Success

By Rob Lawford

Hawkinge Town FC has been awarded a grant of £31,000
from the Premier League, The FA and Government’s
Football Foundation, to improve the quality of its pitches at
their home ground in Hawkinge. The £31,000 six-year
tapered grant, part of the Foundation’s Grass Pitch
Maintenance Fund, will help Hawkinge Town to improve the
playing experience of all its players and visiting opposition.
The investment was provided following the completion of a
pitch inspection using the Football Foundation’s specially
developed app, PitchPower, which is a mobile tool used for
assessing the quality of grass football pitches. Hawkinge
Town FC will now be able to use the grant to complete the
maintenance work identified in their PitchPower
Assessment Report, which includes applying fertiliser,
aeration, seeding and other maintenance practices.
These grants are key to the Foundation’s aim to help create
5,000 more quality pitches before the end of 2024, in line
with the FA’s Grassroots Strategy. Alongside its PitchPower
assessment tool, the Football Foundation has also created
an online groundskeeping community called The Hive to
provide expert support and advice to clubs. Anyone in
Hawkinge can find out more and sign up at https://
footballfoundation.org.uk/grass-pitch-improvement
Rob Lawford, Chairman of Hawkinge Town FC said: “The
Club spend a tremendous amount of time and effort

maintaining our 10
acre site and this grant
will go a long way to
helping us make
further improvements
to all our pitches over
the coming years,
inspiring local
community
involvement from our
players, volunteers and supporters.”
Robert Sullivan, Chief Executive of the Football
Foundation, said: “This grant award to Hawkinge Town FC
is vital for the local community in Hawkinge as they get
back to playing football. Our Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund
is supporting clubs across the country, helping them
enhance and sustain their pitches to improve access to
good quality facilities for grassroots players.”
“This is part of our wider ambition to get more people
involved in football, regardless of their background, age or
ability. By unlocking the power of pitches, we can help
transform the lives of players and strengthen communities
through the nation’s favourite game.”
The Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund provides eligible clubs
and leagues with a tapered six-year grant to help them
sustain pitches already at a 'good' level or higher and
enhance pitches that are either considered 'poor' or 'basic'.
The grant comes as part of an investment of more than
£16m that has been made available to help clubs prepare
for the restart of grassroots football following the COVID-19
pandemic. The Football Foundation is the UK’s largest
sports charity and exists to improve the experience of
playing football for everyone, by championing fair access to
quality facilities.

BUDGETING TIPS ....
There is nomagic pill.

Nor ever was, or ever will be. Everything that is
worthwhile, takes hard work and effort. The opposite is
also true. If something comes too easy, it is probably not
worthwhile! A top ranking concert pianist was asked why
they needed to practice 8 hours a day, if they have
reached the top of the tree. He replied, I am top of the tree
because I practice 8 hours a day!
As a practice nurse, we were always trying to help people
to lose weight, and eat a healthy diet. Doctors and nurses
are known to say a strange thing. THEY DO NOT
BELIEVE IN DIETS. The only way to keep fit, and keep
your weight down, is to eat a healthy diet. Today,
tomorrow, in a month’s time, in a year’s time. Dieting is a
multi-million £ industry. But any diet that does not teach
you to eat healthily in the long term, is a waste of time. And
drastic diets are a definite waste of time. The faster you
lose weight, the faster you will put it on again. Whatever
diet you are on, you have to be able and willing to do it for
the rest of your life, to be effective.
As with diets, with everything else in life. There is no magic
pill to success. Any parent who has seen their child
achieve things, with a tear in the eye, know all the years of
effort that went into it. It the same with budgeting. One of
the best ways to start, as the saying goes, is to “look after
the pennies and the pounds will look after themselves”.
The Christmas spending frenzy is in full swing. Does a
Happy Christmas depends on amount of money spent? Of
course not. Black Friday is over now, fortunately. It
reached fever pitch. Do people really need all that extra
stuff? An offer is only a bargain, if you would have bought
it somewhere else at a higher price!!!
Remember Martin Lewis’ mantra. 1) Do I need it? 2) Can I
afford it? 3) Can I get it somewhere else cheaper? Do not
believe all the sales rubbish. It is intended to take you for a
ride!!

Surveys have said that 4 out of 10 people plan to get into
debt at Christmas, PLAN TO??? And that is not counting
the rest of us who may be just about balancing the books
at the end of December, and raiding the kid’s piggy banks.
Employers nearly always pay you early at Christmas, and I
almost wished they wouldn’t- it makes January a very long
month! Why not have the best Christmas you can afford,
without debt? Then you won’t be paying off your bills until
next Christmas, and you can put some money aside for
next Christmas? You can get out of the vicious circle. If
you are on a very low income, sellotape up a jam jar, make
a hole in the top and put a few £s in every time you are
paid, and you have a fund for next Christmas! If you have
a bit more money, open a savings account and put some
aside every time you are paid.
It is possible to have a decent Christmas without debt.
Make your own cards, keep the costs of presents to a set
level. Many of the adverts for presents are in the
stratosphere, into hundreds of pounds. I gulp, that is the
whole of our present budget! Buy your extra groceries
gradually. Be moderate and think carefully. There is a limit
to what people can eat, if they are eating A, they don’t
need B. Don’t buy confectionary too soon. You will only be
tempted to eat it beforehand! With the swing against mass
production, many people are making their own presents. If
you are handy with baking, bake something for a friend or
family member who can’t.
I don’t like those adverts that despise simple presents. If
you need some new slippers, or hankies or socks, they
make a good present. With a primary schoolteacher
husband, we went decades without needing to buy
hankies. It is what mums buy for men school teachers!
When he became a head teacher, stuck in the office, and
then retired, our hankies wore out. They are back on the
“list.” It is useful to keep a modest pressy list, and then if
people ask you, you always have a list to refer to.
Remember, there are no magic pills or fairy
godmothers that are going to sort out your finances after
Christmas. Take them in hand now, and save paying all
that interest on your debts.

T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal

Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620

Call for Artists,
JAM on theMarsh
2022
Deadline:
Monday 3rd January
2022
Vibrant, multi-arts festival, JAM on the
Marsh, has opened its free Call for
Artists. New or existing works are
welcome - so is a great idea. Open to
artists in any artform, JAM is looking
for events, exhibitions and installations
to be part of JAM on the Marsh 2022,
7-17 July, in venues across Kent’s
Romney Marsh and on our virtual
gallery at www.jamconcert.org

JAM on the Marsh features world-
class music, art, theatre, photography,
poetry and workshops. Now in its 9th

season, 2021 drew an audience of
23,000 through live and virtual events,
reaching local audience, nationally
and across the globe. Publicity
reached 6.2 million people, through TV

radio, press coverage and extensive
social media.
To bring an event – of any artform

Go to jamconcert.org/call-for-artists-
2022

Fill in the short online application
about you and your event
It is free to apply: deadline Monday 3rd

January 2022
If successful

Your event will be part of the festival
brochure and all publicity
Artists are responsible for setting up
and running their event
Artists keep all art sales or ticket
income from their event

To date, JAM on the Marsh has
included a wide variety of excellent
Call for Artists events including

“My involvement with and the support
from JAM on the Marsh has boosted
my photographic career enormously in
terms of new audience, income,
another exhibition and new
assignments.” Susan Pilcher

JAM wants to hear from a wide range
of artists, hear your ideas and to have
your event in JAM on the Marsh.

Sabotage Theatre/Bridgetower
Music

The Soldierʼs Tale

Susan Pilcherʼs
Sky at Night photography
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the north-eastern wing was almost completely destroyed,
and the windows in a number of chalets were blown out.
In 1989, a second storm damaged still further the
temporary repairs made after the Great Storm of 1987.
The car park was also severely flooded. The decision was
therefore made to demolish the Motel, starting with the
Dymchurch wing, and to redevelop the site. By September
1990, all recognisable traces of the Motel had gone. More
recently, the site has been redeveloped as “The Sands”
residential estate offering houses, town houses and
apartments.
The airfield, now long gone, has been known under the
names of Littlestone Airfield, Jesson Airfield and St Mary's
Bay. Its development began in the First World War when
the War Department built an aerodrome which occupied
75 acres of land bounded by Jesson Lane and the
Jefferstone and Cobsden Sewers. Garages and sheds
were built on the field on the Dymchurch side and were
used for servicing large lorries and planes. In Jesson (now
Jefferson) Lane on the eastern side was the carpenters’
shop. Tears and holes in the aircrafts’ linen-covered
fuselages and wings were repaired in the adjacent
sailmakers’ shop. In the adjoining dope shop shellac was
applied to stiffen up and waterproof the linen, giving it
great strength. The planes were then ready to return to
service. Administration and living quarters were located
on the western side of Jesson Lane close to where it
meets the main coast road. The camp was designed to
accommodate 1000 men, 300 NCOs, 400 officers and
400 women.

Near the flying field and where the RH&DR line now runs
stand four long brick-built sheds. Two of them were used
for photographic laboratories and dark rooms. All the film
taken by the air crews of the mock dog fights, aerial
gunnery and target practice were processed there. Edith
Nesbit, the author, owned two sheds that were later turned
into bungalows. Her husband Captain Tucker named the
bungalows Longboat and Jollyboat. They are still there
today at the bottom of Nesbit Road. The last building
belonging to the Flying Corps’ camp was the power station
on the right of Jesson Lane just past the RH&DR station.
This brick building housed two large single cylinder
paraffin engines with enormous flywheels. The engines
were started by using blowlamps and would generate
enough electricity to meet the demands of the camp as
well as some of the nearby properties.

After the armistice in 1919, when the School for Aerial
Gunnery was moved to Manston, the flying field was kept
open to provide emergency landing facilities for civil air
services flying from Croydon to Paris and Brussels. On
occasions when fog enveloped Lympne planes were
diverted to Littlestone (Jesson). The airfield was known as
the Littlestone Emergency Landing Ground probably
because the first airstrip was on part of the Littlestone golf
links. In the centre of the field was a large white circle
made from blocks of whitewashed chalk. The name
Littlestone was painted across the centre of the circle. Set
at intervals around the circumference were tallish
beacons, which at night constantly blinked and showed a
red light. They were operated by gas and serviced by the
round crews from Lympne. When planes landed taxis
would arrive to collect the passengers and their luggage
and take them on to their destinations or another airfield.
During the late 1920s and the 1930s the airfield was the
venue for air displays and summer pleasure flights. Sir
Alan Cobham and his flying circus performed wing
walking, parachuting and dare devil low flying. Previously
the town hall was located in one of the holiday camp's old
buildings; the building remained in use for some years
after the rest of the holiday camp had been demolished for

the last time and removed. The land reverted to farmland
and has remained so to this day.

The Parish of St. Mary in the Marsh is made up of the
villages of St Mary in the Marsh and St Mary's Bay and
their adjacent rural areas. The first Parish Meeting was
held on 4th December 1895. On 20th April 1934, there
was the first meeting of the St.Mary's and Hope All Saints
Parish Council. The first meeting of the present St. Mary
in the Marsh Parish Council was held on 6th May
1948.The longest serving member is Graham Allison, first
elected in 1975, and the council’s Chairman since
1986.His father was Chairman between 1967 and 1970.
Unlike Dymchurch, its neighbour, St. Mary’s Bay is not an
old village. Yet, ironically, its three great landmark
buildings, all 20th century – the Holiday Camp, the Sands
Motel and the Aerodrome - have all since disappeared.
Yet the quality of the beach is eternal and the village is
thriving, It is in fact the only place in the whole of the
Folkestone and Hythe District that has a detailed and
forward-looking Neighbourhood Plan, put together by the
residents and the parish council. It boasts a modern
village hall that is the envy of most towns, built on land that
was originally part of the School Journey Centre holiday
camp. Seldom an hour goes by when the hall is not in use;
its bingo sessions alone attract some 250 players every
time!
They used to play bingo in the old funfair too. Naturally the
funfair is long gone, and with it went its popular ghost
train. Yet, if you allow them, the ghosts of the village’s rich
20th century history will still flicker their way through your
imagination. Who among my readers, for example, now
remembers the Cobsden Café and B&B, owned and run
by Mr. and Mrs. Mills?
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AND ANOTHER THING . . . . .
by Russell Tillson

The village of St. Mary’s Bay (also called The Bay) is
located between New Romney and Dymchurch on the bay
of the same name. The original hamlet was known as
Jesson, probably named after Jesson Farm, built around
1820, in what is now Jefferstone Lane. Before then there
is very little evidence of human habitation along the
stretch of coast where the village now stands, A few
distant farmsteads might have been visible from the road
from Dymchurch to New Romney together with
sheepfolds and looker’s huts – the shelters used by
shepherds during lambing time. The name Jesson was
changed to St. Mary's Bay in October
Along Jefferstone Lane are a small church, some shops
and the local public house, the Bailiff's Sergeant. The pub
is named after the company entrusted by Henry III by
charter to take responsibility for the drainage and
embankments in Romney Marsh. There used to be other
pubs and clubs in The Bay, including the Levin Club; the
Nightrider and Pirate Spring's Country Club. Only The
Bailiffs Sergeant and The Levin Club remain open to the
public today, as the others closed because of diminishing
tourism. The Nightrider Club, formerly next to Jenner's
coal yard, was demolished in the 1990s and both the site
and the coal yard are now occupied by houses. The
station for the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Light
Railway is in Jefferstone Lane, one of the original stations
on the line when it first opened in the late 1920s The
station has been known, over the years, as Holiday Camp,
St Mary's Bay, and for most of the 1980s and 1990s,
Jefferstone Lane, before being re-named St Mary's Bay.
The small, modern Anglican church in Jefferstone Lane
was built in 1939. The Parish Church of All Saints was
originally a daughter church to St. Mary in the Marsh and
in the 1960s became the daughter church of St. Nicholas
in New Romney. Following the Norman invasion, the small
wooden Saxon church in St. Mary in the Marsh was
superseded in about 1133 by a church built largely of
Kentish Ragstone. All that remains of the early church is
the Norman tower and the west wall of the nave. In about
1220, the chancel was extended to the present east wall,
the north and south walls were pierced by early English
arches and the north and south aisles were added. At the
east end of the north aisle was an altar to Our Lady and at
the east end of the south aisle was the chapel of St.
Michael; both altars were separated from the body of the
aisles by grilled and painted screens. The spire was
added to the tower in about 1450. Today, the church
consists of the tower, nave, chancel and two aisles with a
porch leading into the south aisle.
During the 1950s and 1960s, The Bay was a popular
destination for holiday makers. There were a number
of holiday camps, among them Maddieson's Golden
Sands at Dunstall Lane, the Rugby Club camp on the sea
side of the A259 between Jefferstone Lane and Taylor's
Lane and St. Mary’s Bay Holiday Camp. The Holiday
Camp site extended from Jefferstone Lane in the
northeast, to New Sewer in the south, and from the RHDR
line in the northwest to the Dymchurch Road in the
southeast. There was also a beach shop on the southern
corner of Jefferstone Lane and the Dymchurch Road,
which sold beach items such as buckets and spades,
beach balls, kites and fishing rods. The Camp was
founded in 1924 by Joseph Allnatt, who bought a disused
aerodrome and converted it into a Residential Centre for
Schools during the summer, while running it as a turkey
farm during the winter! The purpose of the Camp was to
provide a safe venue where parties of schoolchildren from
different backgrounds could be brought together to mix

and make friends, thus breaking down the class structure
which otherwise divided them. The Camp accommodated
over a thousand children a week and provided a vast
programme of outdoor activities in its extensive grounds,
as well as opportunities to explore the surrounding
countryside.

In the 1960s and 70s, the Camp became the School
Journey Centre. There were three accommodation blocks
– Lancashire, Yorkshire and Berkshire, and within these
dormitories had names such as Jubilee, Windsor,
Newbury, Ascot, Bradford, Leeds, Sheffield, Fleetwood ad
Barrow. The children slept on camp beds The facilities
included a theatre, a concert hall and extensive playing
fields. Organised bathing parties, games and walks kept
the children occupied. There were excursions to places
such as Dover and Canterbury, and children took packed
lunches – by all accounts these were an improvement on
the daily fare served in the camp! A highlight of the week
was the Campfire and Sing Song attended on occasions
by the Duke of York or the Princess Royal. Following
tradition there was a farewell concert in the Camp Hall on
the last night, with party games and group items. At the
close of the concert awards were presented to the
outstanding campers of the week. A boy from a London
school recalled that his teacher who had been arranging a
holiday trip elsewhere had disappeared along with the
money collected from parents. At short notice the cheaper
alternative of St Mary's Bay was offered, and everyone
had a good time! The camp was demolished in 1976 and
the site was cleared. The beach shop on the corner of
Jefferstone Lane was also demolished. A housing estate
now stands on the site.
Between Dymchurch Road and the sea, opposite the
Holiday Camp, was the Sands Holiday Motel, built in the
early 70s and where families spent their summer holidays
throughout the 70s and 80s. The site extended from
Jefferstone Lane in the northeast, to New Sewer in the
south, and from the RHDR line in the northwest to the
Dymchurch Road in the southeast. It was built in 1970 /71
at a time when the Holiday Camp was a thriving and took
its first guests in May 1971. For families with young
children and with a limited budget, it was just what the
doctor ordered - comfortable accommodation and a
glorious beach a stone's throw away. From the Motel it
was possible to see Folkestone to the East and
Dungeness to the West. The Motel consisted of forty self-
catering chalets, twenty on each of two levels arranged in
a U-shape around a swimming pool with a diving board,
and a semi-circular paddling pool, both of which were
heated. Each chalet comprised two bedrooms, bathroom,
kitchen and living/dining area. The reception area was on
the ground floor in the north-west corner, while on the
north side there was a restaurant. The first restaurant was
destroyed by fire in the mid-1970s and was replaced by a
building known as the Bahia Bar. Other facilities were a
tennis court, a putting green and a table tennis table.

The Motel's heyday was in the 1970s and early 1980s.
The 1982 brochure introduced potential clients to ‘The
Golden South East of England’ and boasted of ‘a TV in
every flat’, ‘cots available on request’ and a laundry
service. Customers were, however, required to bring their
own towels. A flat for a couple retailed at £52 a week in low
season, rising to £80 in mid-season and £120 in high
season (July/August), exclusive of VAT. There were
(small) additional charges for each extra person, while
small children under the age of two were accommodated
without charge. However, with the rise of cheaper foreign
travel and the demolition of the School Journey Centre, it
became increasingly uneconomical to run. The motel was
severely damaged in the Great Storm of 1987. The roof of
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Access During Lessons –
Inconvenient Bill
By Jan Holben
Across the country pupil absence from schools is particularly
high for the 2020/21 autumn and spring terms for a mix of
reasons including, unsurprisingly, absence due to Covid
lockdowns which happened during the earlier part of 2021.
Unauthorised absence (truancy) is also at an all time high –
causing some Folkestone schools to make rather drastic
and inconvenient toilet break rules.
Parents on social media have complained that their
youngster has not been allowed to use the toilet during
lesson times. One parent said that their son had put up his
hand requesting permission to leave the lesson to go to the
toilet because he had tummy ache. To be told by the teacher
that permission was refused and he had to wait till the
lesson ended before he could use the toilet.
This lack of empathy by the teacher, and by the school,
seems incredibly disturbing – if an adult had a stomach
upset I am pretty sure that nothing on earth would stop them
finding the closest available toilet, and avoiding an
unpleasant accident!!
As other parents pointed out, its not just the occasional
tummy upset that may cause the urgent need to leave a
lesson. For young girls who may have just started
menstruating – the occasional need to go somewhere
private such as a toilet to ‘sort themselves out’ is more than
essential – before they find themselves very publicly
embarrassed.
The ‘toilet lockdown’ during lessons is not a new idea – back
in ‘the old days’ toilets would often be made ‘unavailable’ –
mostly to stop youngsters going in there for a quick smoke.
However, if a youngster needed urgent access to the toilet
the young person would be accompanied by a teacher or
other adult to sure there was no skiving off on the way.
This is not a Folkestone only issue, and affects schools (and
young people) across the country – so much so that the
appropriately titled: ‘School Toilets (Access During Lessons)’
Bill was introduced to the House of Commons just over a
year ago. The Bill requires that ‘the Secretary of State
publish guidance for state-funded schools on allowing pupil
access to toilets during lessons, and for connected
purposes’.
The Bill completed its first reading in the House of Commons
March 2020. The second reading is the first opportunity for
MPs to debate the main principles of the Bill and usually
takes place no sooner than two weekends after the first
reading. Sadly it never did reach its second reading and has
in effect ‘timed out’.

Unfortunately, there's no law stopping schools from locking
toilets during lessons. But that doesn't mean they should do
it. Banning toilet breaks shows a severe lack of
understanding of pupils' health needs and a massive lack of
respect for the student population.
ERIC (www.eric.org.uk/), the children's bowel and bladder
charity, has this advice:
What can you do if your school decides to lock the
toilets?
1.Try contacting the schools regulator to raise the issue for
them to check at their next spot visit. They may look
unfavourably on the school's policy and encourage the
school to change it.
2.Talk to your school council, they can raise the issue with
the school governing body.
3.Set up a petition to get the school to reverse the policy and
get backing from students and parents.
4. Approach your local press, they may cover the issue and
put pressure on your school to reverse the policy
5. The main reasons why schools lock toilets during lessons
is because they fear students will go to the toilet to skip
classes and because of the disruption that is caused during
lessons. Get pupils at your school to pledge not to abuse
their right to go to the toilet during lessons if it were
reintroduced. This might reassure the school that allowing
pupils to go to the loo won't cause disruption.
And finally, is it time to start a movement (ahem)? If you're
campaigning to get your school to re-open the toilets during
lessons, ERIC would love to hear your story:
alina@eric.org.uk
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Lydd & Brookland Poppy Appeal 2021
Around 30 collecting tins were distributed in shops, pubs and our two primary schools in Lydd and Brookland. After the 2021
Appeal ended the monies were counted (volunteers pictured) and a grand total of £2,688.08 was raised.

Poppy appeal organiser Cllr Clive Goddard for Lydd & Brookland said, “The community young and old always give so
generously to this excellent cause they all deserve a massive thank you. What a fantastic way to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the British Legion with our great total raised.” Cllr Goddard went on to say, “A special mention must go to Lydd
& Greatstone school pupils, staff and parents Lydd school raised £395.79 and Greatstone school £192.20. This year the
scouts did street collections in Lydd town and raised a brilliant £327.24 in just two weekends.”

I must thank all the volunteers and Angela the clerk at Lydd Town Council for their assistance in counting the money and Rita
(my mum) for all her help.
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Food Bank.
These are continuing with a delivery only service. If you are
struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it applies to
single people and couples, not just people with children)
Ring Citizens Advice Bureau, on free phone 080
2082138 to explain your problem and obtain a voucher. The
food will be delivered to your home. You can have 3 days
supply of dried and tinned food, and help in other ways, if
your problems need to be referred to another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev
Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the
day of the food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney,
from 5.30pm-7pm and Fridays in Lydd.

There are collections points in most supermarkets and
churches. The most useful items at present are cup-a-soup,
shaving foam, tinned meat, hot and cold, UHT milk, and
tinned or packet custard. They do not need, cereal, pasta,
tinned baked beans or tinned soup.

Normal Services are functioning in most churches,
but with the new variant, services may need to change, so
be prepared for alterations.

Brenzett, St Eanswyth.
Sunday, December 12th Advent Evensong at 3pm. A good
chance to worship in this lovely village church. All
welcome.

Brookland. St Augustine.
There is a book swap within the church, and a table of
produce and bits and bobs in the church porch. Do feel free
to browse and support the church. There will be Advent
evensong on December 12th at 6.30pm.

Burmarsh. All Saints.
The Village Hall is in a bad state of repair. “Powers that be”
have doubted the viability of the work, but local opinion is
very much that it is worth saving as a community asset.
Some money has been raised, but there is a long way to
go, with bids being made to trusts and charities. Local
tradespeople have offered their services as volunteers.

Sunday, December 19th. 5pm. Christingle and Carol service,
followed by mulled wine and minced pies afterwards.

Greatstone. St Peter’s
The craft markets have recommenced on the first Saturday
in the month, but there will be no more until March.

Ivychurch, St George’s

Sunday, December 19th 3.30pm. Christingle and Carol
Service.

Lydd, All Saints.
A very successful Christmas Fair was held on Saturday,
November 27th. Despite the grim weather it was well
attended, and successful, and thanks to all who helped
make it a successful occasion.

See Notices for all the special Christmas services.

Newchurch. St Peter and Paul.
Christmas country market on Saturday, December 11th from
10.30am-12.30pm. Lots of stalls, homemade produce and
seasonal gifts. All welcome. Christmas Eve, 5pm.
Christingle and Carol service. Followed by mulled wine and
mince pies.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
The coffee mornings have now finished until February 19th.
Thanks to all who supported the very successful well
attended mornings.

For special Christmas services, see church notices.
Christmas Day, 10.30am

New Romney. Light up New Romney and late night
shopping. Friday, December 10th Lantern parade starts at
Methodist Church at 6.15pm. There have been several
workshops for paper lantern making, and some amazing
lanterns have been made. Come along and marvel at the
imaginative lanterns.

Romney Marsh Community church.
North Street New Romney.
Services continue on Sundays at 10.30am, with special
teaching for preschool and primary children, during the
service.

Church Christmas restaurant is being held from Tuesday
December 7th to Thursday 9th. From 12pm to 2pm.

Delicious home- made soup and puddings. Pay by
donation, and all proceeds to charity. Everyone very
welcome.

Traditional Carol Service on Sunday, December 19th at 6pm.
All welcome to this candlelit service. Followed by mulled
wine and mince pies.

Snargate. St Dunstans.
Next HC service is on Sunday, December 12th at 9am.

The traditional candlelit service of 9 Lessons and Carols will
be on Sunday, December 19th at 6pm.

All welcome to this moving and inspiring service. Many
people will be attending the local Red Lion pub afterwards,
famous for it’s traditional atmosphere.

There will be a Christmas day service at 9am, so you have
plenty of time to get back to your Christmas dinner!

St Mary in the Marsh.
The next service will be on Sunday, December 12th and will
be an advent carol service. The service of 9 lessons and
carols Friday, December 17th.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
Sunday, December 12th. Carol service. 10.30am.
Wednesday, 15th December 10am Christmas Coffee
morning.

Christmas. Christmas Eve. 4pm Christingle and carols.
10pm Holy communion. Christmas Day. 10.30am service at
St Nicholas New Romney.

Church chuckle.
From a humorous Christmas card.

Traditional scene with the heavenly host on a hillside with
the Shepherds. “Unto you this day…..” began the angels….
The head shepherd stood up with his smart phone in his
hand, and “too late mate, it’s all over twitter……”

Wit and Wisdom.
You can judge your age, but how much pain you feel when
you come into contact with a new idea!!
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The day the Anchor was
‘dropped’ in Lydd
It was 2004 and Vicki Dawson, a Shepway District
Councillor who had lived in Lydd for 22 years, thought to
herself that whenever she drove down towards Dungeness
from the town, the roundabout at the top of Dungeness
Road looked ‘a little tired and sorry for itself’. She said that
she could imagine a really eye-catching ‘spectacular’ on that
roundabout and that it would make a huge difference to the
image of the town as drivers approach and leave.
She shared her vision with her fellow councillors and
following a discussion, they agreed to go ahead provided all
safety aspects were taken into consideration. She also
discussed the project with the British Nuclear Group
Dungeness ‘A’ management and they were enthusiastic
about offering some financial support to the project as they
thought it was a cracking idea. They were very keen to help
to be a first sponsor of a roundabout on Romney Marsh and
would make a donation to help cover the costs.
Because the roundabout was on the way to the sea-faring
community of Dungeness, councillors liked the idea of
placing an old anchor in the middle of the roundabout which
would then be surrounded by plants and flowers.
She contacted Roger Hooper from Echo Engineering in New
Romney and he agreed to construct the anchor and it was
formally situated in the middle of the roundabout at a small
ceremony in June 2005.
As well as the donation of £2,500 from the British Nuclear
Group, Shepway District Council also helped to cover the
costs.

Vicki said that it was the first of its kind on Romney Marsh
and now that it was finished there was a real sense of
achievement. She was thrilled that so many people had
supported her plan which she thinks will be an asset to the
town.
A few years later a larger anchor which was situated at
nearby Heron’s Park became available, and this was moved
to the roundabout to replace the existing one. It is believed
that Roger Hooper relocated the original anchor to the
nearby Lydd Allotments.
The photo shows Gordon Malcolm, engineering manager at
Dungeness ‘A’ Power Station with Vicki Dawson and Roger
Hooper of Echo Engineering with the new anchor on the
roundabout at Lydd in 2005.
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