LOOKER
.CO.UK

Wednesday 12th January 2022

ISSUE 291

Lifeboat fundraising
breaks all records

Council
Toolkit
shows the
way to
NET ZERO
Residents of our district
have always been told that
the future depends on our
recycling and being as
energy efficient as possible,
especially in these times of
rising fuel prices!) So,
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council is collaborating with

Despite a campaign from far
right groups to stop people
funding the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution, the
opposite appears to have
happened with the Institution,
posting a record year in
charitable gifts and legacy
donations.

border force escort migrants
cross the Channel. The
institution has always
remained solid that its only
role is none political and
solely for humanitarian
reason, saving lives at sea.

to have more members, we’re
going to have more cash
donors and more people who
give to us via direct debit,”
she said.

George added that the
charity’s database of
Jayne George, the RNLI’s
supporters had also grown
fundraising director, said that appreciably, with the
RNLI were set for most
the hostility shown from right- organisation now in regular
successful year of fundraising wing figures appeared to
contact with 300,000 people.
following steep rise in support have had the opposite effect
to what its architects would
“We can’t help but notice that
have wanted.
The charity has over 230
it’s a really divisive issue
stations in the UK and
that’s in the news almost
Ireland. Although it is
“We’ve had a better response daily. Whatever the
believed that most of the
to almost everything that
negatives, the positive is that
opposition to the RNLI’s
we’ve done in 2021. At the
it brings out this significant
involvement with helping
end of the year, we’re going
reaction in terms of people
Continued Page 2
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Happy
New Year
to all of
our readers
In this issue we look
back at the year of 2021
across our district
Plus all the other
features that you love !
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wanting to support us, particularly our work in the eastern
Channel,” she said.

into trouble on their way to the UK to
seek asylum.

Adding, that the boom in staycations during the pandemic
meant more people were exposed to its work than usual:
2020 was one of the charity’s busiest on record, with 8,239
lifeboat launches that assisted 8,374 people and saved 239
lives.

GB News presenter
Nigel Farage, who
lives near
Dungeness Lifeboat
station and
witnessed a
number of
Migrant crossings, including one where he personally came to
the aid if two people trying to cross the channel in canoes,
labelled the charity as “woke”. However this attitude towards
the RNLI encouraged more people to donate towards their
work, Jayne George explained.

And over 143,000 lives have been saved by the charity since
its creation.
Last year, during the ongoing deep political debate over
migrants crossing the English Channel, the charity received
heavy criticism last year for continuing to save those who got

The money is not just raised in coastal communities where
RNLI stations are located, with a large amount of funds
coming from in-land cities.
In the last issue of The Looker, we told how some lifeboat
crews had been told not to go to the boat houses unless it
was on a ‘shout’ as there had been stories of crew in
Hastings being threatened by activists.
The Lookers view on this is: The RNLI do an amazing job and
one of the unique things that makes us who we are. The
majority of crew are volunteers, who give up their time to train
and become one of the most professional emergency
services in the World. (This has been demonstrated, as the
institution, also now advises other groups from across the
world on their life saving techniques). As well as having over
230 lifeboat stations across Great Britain, the institution also
supply’s beach Lifeguards to over 100 beaches every years.

Trades - Project Management, Roofing,
Carpentry, Extensions, Refurbishments,
New Builds, Driveways, Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Landscaping, Fencing, General Building.

industry experts to develop a new
toolkit which will provide practical,
easy-to-follow advice for those
planning future building projects.
It is hoped the Net Zero Carbon Toolkit
will help the UK reach its target of netzero greenhouse gas emissions by
2050. The toolkit provides a pathway
for this transition by giving step-by-step
guidance on embedding ‘green by
design’ into projects. It will also include
advice on how to improve biodiversity,
reduce transport emissions by
encouraging walking and cycling, and
measures to reduce how much water
we use.

and The Passivhaus Trust, who have
This reflects the council's declaration
led several projects for local authorities of a climate and ecological emergency
(including guidance for net-zero
which commits the council to reduce
its own carbon emissions to net zero
by 2030. We will also play a leadership
role to help the local community meet
its own 2030 carbon neutral target.
“Making significant reductions to a
home’s carbon emissions also means
lower energy bills for homeowners,
more people out of fuel poverty and
homes that are comfortable and
healthier to live in.”

The toolkit will be aimed at making netzero carbon new build and retrofit
more accessible to a range of users,
including small- or medium-sized
house builders, architects, contractors,
Cllr Lesley Whybrow
self-builders and consultants, and will
cover steps from pre-planning through
buildings) will work with F&HDC.
to construction.
It will also provide homeowners
looking to retrofit or extend their
existing property guidance and advice
on what they need to consider and
how they can implement energyefficiency measures and begin the
process of decarbonising their homes
in an affordable and phased way.

The council will work with the
consultants over the coming months
and it is hoped the toolkit will be
available to download from F&HDC’s
website in late spring.

Cabinet Member for Economic
Development David Wimble said: “The
Council has taken the environmental
issues of global warming and trying to
make the most of modern technology,
which is why we have put £10 million
Cllr Lesley Whybrow, Cabinet Member pounds towards making the district as
for the Environment, said while the
carbon neutral as possible and
language of net zero is becoming more encouraging home owners and
common, many people will benefit
businesses to try and reduce
from the accessible and succinct
emissions and change to greener
advice in the toolkit.
ways of working.

“There is also scope to widen the
advice to include community,
institutional and commercial buildings,
The toolkit, which is being matchas well as existing housing stock. We
funded by a grant from Homes
hope the toolkit will be the ‘go-to
England, will draw from innovations
being developed in the Folkestone and manual’ for practical advice and help
others reach net zero to speed up the
Hythe district, such as new garden
UK’s collective response to the climate
town Otterpool Park and Highview, a
zero-carbon-in-use development of 30 emergency.
homes (all for affordable rent), which
"It will help deliver net-zero,
has been designed by F&HDC’s inenvironmentally-friendly homes
house team
aligned to the targets, values and
outcomes of our nine-year corporate
Leading technical consultants Etude,
Levitt Bernstein, Elementa Consulting, plan, Creating Tomorrow Together.

Although this ‘Toolkit’ will not be
available on the council’s website for a
few months, there is also a lot of help
for businesses who want to try and
improve their carbon emissions.

Do you have a news story?
Call our news desk on:
01797 364837
Or Email:
info@thelooker.co.uk
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Airport to be used
as Asylum Triage
Area
As reported in the last edition of The Looker, it has been
confirmed that Lydd Airport will be used as triage site for
asylum seekers who land on Kent beaches,

Don’t make it
easy for
Burglars
and UK taxpayers.”

Locally there has been concerns over the housing of
The Home Office confirmed the question posed last month
migrants not only in the Napier Barracks, but in a host of
by The Looker, after we reported that it was rumoured that
hotels across the district.
the site was about to be used as a site for migrants who land
on Kent's beaches and will now be triaged at Lydd Airport
The Home office spokesman went on to say: “The
before they are processed.
government has a number of statutory duties for the welfare
and wellbeing of migrants who enter the UK which is why the
Despite what has been reported in other publications, the
Lydd Airport site is used on occasion for the initial triage for
site is not going to be used for overnight accommodation,
individuals who arrive at beach landings nearby – it is not
but people are given a change of clothes, food, a medical
being used as overnight accommodation or processing.”
assessment and a Covid test, before being taken to the Tug
Haven site in Dover.
In the last edition we covered the government’s Nationality
and Borders Bill, which claims it will make it a criminal
It is not known how long the site will be used, as earlier this
offence to knowingly arrive in the UK illegally and introduce
month it was announced part of Manston Airport near
life sentences for those who facilitate illegal entry into the
Ramsgate, will be used for processing from January which
country.
will see people stay for up to five days as security and
identity checks are carried out.
"Parliament have voted to reform the broken asylum system
and the British public want to see these reforms brought
A Home Office spokesperson told The Looker: “The UK's
forward and implemented.”
asylum system is broken and has been unreformed for over
two decades. The government is reforming our national
The total for the year was more than 25,800 based on
approach to illegal entry to the UK and asylum by making
the tough decisions to end the overt exploitation of our laws figures collated last month.

over 7 and Isle of Wight/Rutland at just under 2 – so Kent is
not the worst in the country, but not the best either. Kent is
19th highest in England and Wales counties.
There are some simple things you can do to reduce the
chances of your house being targeted by burglars – tips
from Kent Police include:
•

Use a timer switch to turn lights on and off at certain
times

•

Repair broken windows/doors, gates

By Jan Holben •
As we look back over a weird 2021, and a rather subdued
Christmas – I hope that you did enjoy relaxing family time
even if it wasn’t the perfect get together with wider family
that you wanted it to be. Putting aside the uncertainties and
worries that Covid has given us – some families also dealt
with the shock and anger of burglary. Of knowing that a
stranger entered our house and took things which they
were not entitled to take. Items which we had paid for with
our hard earned money, or had been gifted to us. Valuable
items as well as items irreplaceable because they had
emotional value.

Book away bikes, tools, garden items

•

Don’t leave your car running while you pop back
indoors for something you forgot

•

Don’t leave ladders on view or easily available

•

So – a final thought: Don’t Make It Easy For Burglars.

And – Can you spot the
problem here?

Don’t Make It Easy For
Burglars – answer: The
picture shows a new hasp &
staple – it looks strong doesn’t
it - but if fitted in the way
Kent Police point out that historically there is an increase in displayed in the picture (and I
burglaries over the autumn and winter months – it gets dark have seen them fitted this
early, houses are filled with Christmas gifts or boxes outside
way) a burglar could release it
advertise our new fridge or TV and so on. Burglars are
in seconds. All they need is a
mostly opportunists and they notice these things.
screwdriver to unscrew the very visible screws and open
the door. The correct way to fit this hasp & staple is with the
The annual crime rate for Kent is 3.9 per 1000 working
hasp over the screws, thereby making it impossible to get at
people – for comparison purposes: Sth Yorkshire is just
the screws.
Burglary is more than just the lost of our belongings, there
is an emotional price to pay as well – feelings of
helplessness, guilt or panic – feelings which often turn to
despair, mistrust and vulnerability.

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people

T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING
ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal
Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620
Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
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Having problems with your IT?
Need help setting up a new device?
Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?

We Offer:
*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it!
Contact us now
01797 363385
enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk
Church Approach,
New Romney,
TN28 8AS
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Omicron, how it
might affect your
everyday life in
the New Year

some temporary
adjustments to
timetables. While less
people are travelling
on the bus network
overall and many
people work from
home, it is important
that for those who do
need to travel to
check for updates on
our Twitter feed
@StagecoachSE and
allow extra time for their journey."

Getting a bus, is something that we take for
granted, but just like last year when hundreds of
refuse collectors had to self-isolate after the ‘PingEarlier this year passengers told of being left
Demic’ the very rapid spread of the omicron
stranded as the ongoing shortage of drivers
variant of Covid, has already started to hit many
forced Stagecoach to cancel scores of bus
within the service sector.
services every day.
Catching a bus, could become a little hit or miss
People across the east of the county have
as Stagecoach warns of Kent timetable changes
become accustomed to buses failing to appear as
as Omicron staff absences worsen.
timetabled as the lack of qualified staff hits
services in Folkestone, Ashford and beyond, but
The operator, that operates buses all over the
many other businesses have also been hit,
regeon has warned growing levels of Covidincluding chemist’s, hair dressers, taxi drivers and
related absence could force it to scale back
as reported extensively on tv News medical staff
timetables.
working in hospitals and doctors surgeries.
Stagecoach services have already been impacted
As we went to print on Sunday night (9th January)
by staff sickness, isolation and an ongoing driver
Southeastern has announced it will be reducing its
shortage - but now bosses have warned the
spread of the Omicron could affect the number of timetable from Monday (January 10).
bus services timetabled in Kent and East Sussex
The decision has been taken due to an increasing
from next week.
number of staff affected by COVID and the latest
government advice urging people to work from
Managing director Joel Mitchell said "We're
already seeing absence rates up by about 200 per home where possible.
cent, and this comes on top of an existing
7% of train services will be affected in order to
vacancy gap across the bus transport sector in
provide sufficient capacity and connectivity for
general.
those still wishing to travel.
"Despite this, we are continuing to operate the
Peak-time mainline trains from Ashford
majority of bus services for our communities and
we expect the current challenges to be short-term. International and Hastings via Tonbridge to
London Cannon Street will not run. And others
However, if colleague absence continues to
increase in the days ahead, we may need to make from Ashford to St Pancras could also be effected.

BILT
Builders

2005-06 season the club enjoyed its
best run in the F. A. Cup, going down
2-1 at Chester City in the First Round
after leading at half time thanks to an
early Adam Flanagan goal which was
shown on Match of the Day. Invicta
have been losing finalists five times
in the Kent Senior Cup. The Club had
previously reached the third round of
the FA Trophy on three occasions, and
in 2021 Invicta defeated Hendon,
If you are familiar with the Wilf Armory Fareham Town, Hartley Wintney and
Uxbridge to reach the 4th Round for
stand, the Remland (Shed) stand, the
the first time in the Club’s history. Their
Wilmoths Citroen End and the Brian
reward is an away tie against wealthy
Merryman (‘Grandads’) Stand, then
National League Wrexham, currently
you must be a regular at the Fullicks
fifth in the table, and now owned by
Stadium, the home of Folkestone
Invicta Football Club. The Club (known Hollywood stars Ryan Reynolds and
Rob McElhenney. Coachloads of
as The Seasiders or the Stripes), was
established in 1936 and initially played Invicta fans would have made the trip
to North Wales, but the Welsh
in the East Kent Amateur League,
before joining the Kent County League. government has banned spectators
When the old Folkestone club folded in from attending all sporting events in
Wales from Boxing Day in an effort to
1990, Invicta were playing in Hythe,
but returned to the town in 1991, taking control the spread of the omicron
Covid variant. It is unclear how long
over Folkestone's old Cheriton Road
ground in 1991. The arrival of manager these restrictions will last but the
Neil Cugley from Ashford Town in1997 decision means the tie at the
Racecourse Ground, scheduled for
provided the catalyst for the return of
Saturday, January 15, will have to be
Southern League football to the town.
Cugley made an immediate impact as played behind closed doors.
promotion was achieved by finishing
The cup tie will be far from easy for
runners up to Herne Bay in 1997-98.
Wrexham. This season in the Isthmian
Cugley had three spells as a player at
Premier Division promotion-chasing
Folkestone Town. In the 1982-83
Invicta have won 12 of their games,
season he broke Folkestone’s
drawing seven and losing only three.
goalscoring record with 46 goals. He
Most recently, n 2022 they lost at
is now in his 23rd season as Invicta’s
manager and with over 1,100 games in Margate, beat Leatherhead at home,
and were due to play at Horsham on
charge. He became the longestserving manager in the top seven tiers 8th January. They were knocked out of
the FA Cup by Tonbridge Angels in a
of English football when Arsene
First Qualifying Round replay, which
Wenger left Arsenal in 2018. In
ended an eleven-game unbeaten
2016 he received a Lifetime
run. Strikers David Smith and
Achievement award from The
Adeoye Yusuff are banging in the
Non-League Paper. After four
goals.
successive play-off failures,
the club won Isthmian League
Division One South by 24
The Club reports there have been
points in 2015–16 to return to
26 ground improvements
the Premier Division.
and projects. The
pandemic meant all
football at nonInvicta has a reputation
league level below
for producing decent
National South was
displays in cup
abandoned in
competitions. In the

INVICTA UP
FOR THE
CUP!!

December 2020. This was a blessing
in disguise as it accelerated Invicta’s
improvement programme. The
Grandad stand now has a permanent
netting, installed by the stadium
sponsors BuildKent, to prevent
pigeons flying around. The terracing
has been resurfaced at the Cricket
Ground end. A new CCTV surveillance
system, purchased with help from a
donation from the Supporters’ Club,
has been installed in multiple locations
around the ground. The new
scoreboard was unveiled in July 2021.
The floodlights have been upgraded,
with new LED fittings on the pylons
removed with being the replacements
(all new lamps, 5 per pylon.). A new
drain was installed behind the Main
Stand to prevent flooding, while new
lighting can be seen practically
everywhere. .
Neil Cugley understands this better
than most: he explains that "The
ground takes priority over everything
else because it’s no good winning
promotion and not having a ground
(good enough) to go up. We have to
keep a very tight rein on the finances’’.
Naturally everyone connected with
Invicta is excited at the prospect of the
trip to Wrexham. Cugley is delighted
with the draw and promises that ‘we
will try and do it with a bit of style’ He
adds that ‘it’s a Football League
ground really and you don’t get many
chances to play at a place like that’.
The publicity is of course welcome, as
Cup runs are essential for Clubs such
as Invicta. The prize money and funds
generated at the turnstiles have
massively helped Invicta and the Cup
tie is worth at least £4,500. Raising
that sort of sum in any other way is not
easy. As Cugley points out: ‘We aren’t
backed by someone who is going to
put in loads of money. The gate (for the
last Cup tie) was 600, so there was
another £3,000 from that and the bars
were packed out. The longer we can
stay in competitions and earn money
from them the better.’ So keep your
eyes out for Invicta – this is a Club that
is going places.

Tel:01797 363633

New Romney
Merchants

‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY
We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff
To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA
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enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk

33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

01303 232575 01797 363399
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Phil Sterling
Garden Service
All it takes is one call for a complete garden service,
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is
built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls
• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work

And much more…
Telephone: 01797 364952

Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Prestigious
Award for
Academy FM

Channel
Rotary’s festive
gesture to
Young Carer
Families

Jan Holben
NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATION

THE

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Ser vices
Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Some local Young Carer families will have had a
more enjoyable Christmas recently thanks to the
kind gesture of Folkestone Channel Rotary Club.
Twenty supermarket vouchers were presented to
Tina Culver, local Young Carer Coordinator, by
Alan Myers, the Club’s President Elect, on 7th
December.

S C H E D U L E

Y O U R

C O N S U L T A T I O N

T O D A Y !

LUXURY BLIND
COMPANY

01303 316416 or 07398691145

On the very first day of the year, Dave Sharp
made an announcement on social media telling of
his great pleasure at receiving a prestigious
award – he wrote: “Happy New Year everyone.
Today's news... I've been awarded an M.B.E. "For
Services to Radio and Education".

SHUTTERS

All of our products come with a 3 year
guarantee on all parts fitted.

ROLLER BLINDS

VENETIANS
A small family run team that are

VERTICALS

big on service, excellence and customer satisfaction.

PERFECT FIT

CONSERVATORY
All of our products come with

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

free installation.

BLINDS

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
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Telephone: 07725 855688

Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.
A friendly voice at a difficult time
Alan Myers, Channel Rotary’s President Elect,
presents the supermarket vouchers to Tina
Culver, Youth Coordination Officer with IMAGO.

A LBIONWINDOWCLEANERSS.E

Water fed window cleaning & jet washing services

• Window Cleaning

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans
Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Mason

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS
Plenty of off road parking available

• Conservatory Cleaning
• Soffits, Facias & Gutter cleaning
• Solar panel cleaning
• Driveways
• Patios & Footpaths
• Cladding
• Static homes & Caravans
• Brickwork & Fencing
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Call today for a free

07783002010
www.albionwindowcleanersse.co.uk

Channel Rotary has worked closely with the
Young Carer organisations for many years and,
together with the other local Rotary Clubs
(Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh) we
provide support and events through the year for
the youngsters and their families. There are
some 900 registered carers in Folkestone &
Hythe District and a sizeable number who are not
yet registered.

He pointed out that in some ways he felt quite
uncomfortable that the award has his name on it
because, he says, he is accepting the award on
behalf of Academy FM for the whole charity's
educational work over the past 10 years. He went
on to say that this is delivered by a number of
people – but especially Helen Sharp.
Dave also thanked “Brian Hodgson and Keith
Jones from the BBC, Jez Paul Bennun & Sonita
at SE, and Matthew Linfoot for their roles in the
path that led us to Academy FM”.

Tina is a member of IMAGO, the organisation
engaged by KCC to provide support in the
Folkestone and Hythe District for children and
young people who have special responsibility for
family members. She was most appreciative and
personally distributed the vouchers to very
grateful recipients last week.
Tina said: “I received lovely feedback from the
families with very happy tears and shocked but
pleased faces. Several families said that
Channel Rotary’s kind Christmas gift had come at
a time of great need as they were truly down to
their last few pennies. The gifts have made such
a difference to the families at this special time of
year.”

Dave at Folkestone Airshow

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227
Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk
www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Daves announcement received a flurry of
complimentary and congratulatory posts on social
media, including: “I knew from the moment we
met what a consummate professional you are at
what you do and have done for many years“, and
“you totally deserve this” and “Truly deserved
after all the hard work that you’ve put into making
the station it is”.
The posted congratulations kept on coming from
colleagues and friends - and Dave responded
with: “Thank you so much everyone for all these
comments. Really good to see some people who
we work with right now, and some from waaaay
back in work and personal life” - and he went on
to say: “When anything happens like this it's
always a team effort, and pretty much everyone
here was part of that team in one way or another,
whether you realise it or not! Hope you all have a
great 2022”.
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St Mary’s Bay
Remembered

We were asked to take one pound in
pocket money, to be deposited with the
staff for daily issue over the week.

A great time was had by all. with boys in
By Mike Knowle "Theale" building and girls in
"Bracknell". We all congregated in the
Russell Tillson's "And Another Thing" in larger Bracknell building in the evenings
(for cheapness we were there on the
Looker 289 evoked some nostalgic
last week of opening in late August and
memories of the old St. Mary's Bay
Holiday Camp (School Journey Centre). the nights were drawing in), sometimes
Attached is a map of
the Camp, as it was
before demolition in
1970.
In the late 40s/50s I
was, like many other
youngsters, a member
of the Kent
Messenger's "Keg Meg
Club" (note the
retention of "KM") for
children. In 1950 the
organiser, "Kousin
Mac" (that "KM" again!)
arranged for two coach
loads of children from
all over Kent to have a
week's holiday at the
camp. This was well
attended, for most kids
never had a holiday
away from home at
that time.

for film shows (no television then) from
the Kent Messenger's projector and
sometimes for dancing to records.
I learnt to dance basic stuff like the Gay
Gordons and the Quickstep and got to
experience the company of the opposite
sex. In fact my very first "holiday
romance", at the age of 12 was with
Susan Cramp, whose father kept the
chemist's shop in Lydd High Street.

X

Mike Marked with X

I wonder if she is still around? She often comes to mind.
We were allowed to go off and please ourselves as long as the
organisers knew our whereabouts, and I spent many hours (and got
many terrific blisters) roller skating at sixpence (two and a half new
pence) an hour at the old roller skating rink at Dymchurch funfair.
On some days we had outings to Dover Castle or to Dungeness
lighthouse on
the RH&DR - a
real novelty for
country kids
who had never
heard of it.
On retirement I
moved to
Ashford from
Maidstone.
Those happy
childhood times
(I went to the
Camp for a
number of years
with the Keg
Megs) have
given me a
lifelong affection
for the Marsh
and now, at 83 I
still manage
some 2,500
miles a year,
cycling around
its lanes on my
electrically
assisted bike.

Derek
Linch
(Mot
&
Service)
Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
SERVICING - REPAIRS - WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII
All makes of
NEW TYRES:
free fitting and balancing

Call:01797 367717 or 364466
www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk
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Folkestone
Restaurant
increases
plant based
dishes but
with a twist

Redefine Meat
Gnocchi Bolognese

The no-nonsense chef and
famed restaurateur now hopes
guests will enjoy the new dishes
that sit alongside regular
favourites.

the diet, that has now completely
gone.

It’s Panto Time!

“I went on a vegan diet once and
although I’m back on what I’d call
a more balanced diet, I certainly
lost a lot of weight.”

After what seemed like a long 2 years, this month the
pantomime returns to Dymchurch with Ben Crocker’s
Cinderella being brought to life by The Dymchurch Players.

While the number of vegan
dishes is increasing, the one
labelled the original ‘enfant
terrible’ is keen to point out that it
won’t compromise the rest of his
menus, which will cater for all
tastes and diets.

Marco added: “I learnt a lot when
I was on the vegan diet and gave
Commenting on the availability of me a good insight into what
A chef introduces a revolutionary the new dishes Marco said:
makes a good vegan recipe. You
Redefine Meat to his menu.
“There is a place for all types of
can’t expect to get away with
menus and the increase in plant- offering a vegetable lasagne or
Famed chef Marco Pierre White based dishes reflects what more vegetarian moussaka as an afteris introducing a selection of plant- and more customers now want.
thought.
based dishes to the menu of his
Folkestone -based restaurant.
“The world needs to eat less
“What we’ve done is develop
meat, but the reality is that until
recipes and combinations that
now plant-based meat products
not only appeal but cater for
have fallen way short in terms of those who now enjoy a vegan
the quality and versatility
diet.
required for our menus. Redefine
Meat’s products expands the
“I’m in the business of feeding
plant-based industry beyond
people and feeding them well in
minced meat products to whole
a nice environment with excellent
muscle cuts while giving you all
service and that is what I think
the sustainability and health
we’ve achieved with the new
Redefine Meat Pork Stuffed
benefits of plant-based without
range of plant-based dishes.”
Aubergine
the compromise on taste and
texture.”
The Looker will of course be
The new dishes will include
reviewing the menus and will
‘plant-based meat’ from food
“In the past, there was definitely report back!
pioneering firm Redefine Meat
a stereotype of people who were
and means the Clifton Hotel
vegan but with more millennials
restaurant is the one of the first
and younger people switching to
venues in the country and
certainly the first venue in
Folkestone to offer this
revolutionary new produce.
The increase in the number of
plant-based dishes comes as
more and more guests turn to a
plant-based diet, and with big
name stars such as Sir Lewis
Hamilton having turned vegan,
the lifestyle choice is becoming
increasingly popular.

The pantomime was hit by Covid last year so it has been a
long wait to get the show back in the Village Hall, where it
has always proved very popular with hundreds of people
attending shows in the past, all featuring the cheering for the
heroes and booing for the baddies
This year’s production sees Jack Parry & Jessica Davis
sharing the role of Director having started with the group as
children and both Jack & Jessica are also performing as
Buttons and Fairy Godmother. Along with a mixture of
familiar and new faces bringing this very funny script to life
and of course, and also featuring… a significant amount of
gunge!
Our two youngest members are keeping it in the family with
Evelyn joining her sister Phoebe Szczesnowska and Rosie
Burtonwood joining her Auntie Jessica and Grandad Jeff we think 3 generations involved in the same production is a
first for the group.
The show starts on
Friday 21st January
and, as in previous
years runs over 2
weekends with
evening shows
Friday & Saturday
and matinees on
Saturday & Sunday.

Tickets will undoubtably be in high demand and this year
with Covid social distancing guidelines being followed there
will be reduced capacity to make it as safe as possible for
both the audience and the cast and are requesting that face
masks are worn. For tickets please email

dymchurchplayers@gmail.com or call 07887 802220.

DYMCHURCH PLAYERS
Presents…

Ben Crocker’s

CINDERELLA
Friday January 21st
Show Time: 7pm £7.50

Saturday January 22nd
Show Times 2.30pm & 7pm £5.00
Sunday January 23rd
Show Time 2.30pm £5.00
Friday January 28th
Show Time: 7p £7.50
Saturday January 29th
Show Times 2.30pm & 7pm £5.00
Sunday January 30th
Show Time 2.30pm £7.50

Tickets Information 07887 802220
Our Charities for 2022 are..
‘Holding On Letting Go’
‘RSPCA Folkestone & Hythe’

Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners,
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694

Helping cut obesity, blood
pressure and lowering the levels
of type 2 diabetes, many also
switch for health reasons and
use ‘Veganuary’ as the starting
point for their new diet
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what was expected of them and when you look at other
councils across the South East, the next fastest to get
the grants paid out was about 3 weeks behind FHDC.

Welcome to edition 291

Editor’s Word
So 2022 is here locked and loaded, what do you think it
will have in store? Have you already broken your new
year’s resolution?
I think its never a bad thing to take stock of what has
happened in the past year and try and shape the way
the future could look for you. As many of you know, as
well as being Editor of the The Looker, I have several
other jobs with one being running the Kent Model
Exchange and Sweet Memories of Hythe. But the day
job is running a business that has been hit very hard
over the past two years and that is supplying onboard
radio channels to cruise ships. I am hoping that 2022
will bring back cruise holidays ‘without restrictions’ so
that I can try and bump start the business back to
where it was ‘pre pandemic’.
Of course the other thing that has taken up a lot of my
time over the past 2 years has been serving on the
Folkestone and Hythe District Council. I am actually
very proud of the way the council has worked through
the pandemic and in particular the parts of the council
that I lead on the cabinet with my portfolio of Economic
Development when the Corona Virus hit… yes that’s
what we called it back then. As soon as the
Government announced the Lockdown, within 7 days
we had sent grants to every business within the district
to help them survive. The team worked over and above

People often ask why I am on the council, let’s face it,
no one ever thanks you for it. And as well as the District
Council, I am also on New Romney Town Council. So, I
typically spend about 15 hours a week on council
business. I have been thinking long and hard about
what to do next? I am very proud of what I have
achieved on the Marsh over the past 2 years and
repaying my thanks for all those who voted for me.
My problem is there is so much more I think we could
do, to bring the whole district to another level. You may
have seen that I am now the leader of the Folkestone
and Hythe Independent Party. Well in a typical ‘Go Big
or Go Home’ way, we are looking at fielding 30
Independent candidates at the next election, The Marsh
has 6 candidates, we have a couple lined up for Hythe
and a couple in Folkestone, but we are still looking for
about 18 more, who really care about their district. The
principle is simple… you can stand on a local matter
that is important for where you live and have the
support of the rest of our group. If you are interested, I
will do my best to explain how you go about standing for
election and I can promise, the confirmed candidates
are all very nice ‘normal’ people.
So, I think the next 12 months will have a lot of things
happening. As soon as we get a break from Covid and
all it’s many variants, we hope to re-introduce our
famous Looker Party Nights and a few other events
throughout the year. So let’s look forward to a great
2022.

Kent Community
Foundation to
distribute
£150,000 for
communities to
celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee

voluntary organisations in
England to develop creative and
cultural activities as part of Her
Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee celebrations in June
2022.

“We’re giving people across the
country the chance to come
together to experience the joy of
culture and creativity in
celebration of this historic
milestone. With the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee taking place
alongside the Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games Festival
and the Unboxed festival of UK
creativity, next year is set to be
a magnificent celebration of our
nation’s artistic achievements.”

Josephine McCartney, Chief
Executive, Kent Community
Organisations will be able to
Foundation, said, “Kent
The Arts Council England Let’s apply for grants of up to
Community Foundation is proud
Create Jubilee Fund, will open
£10,000, and are encouraged to to be administering the Jubilee
on 4th January and will offer
partner with established artists, Fund across Kent and Medway
grants of up to £10,000 to
creatives, and cultural
and we look forward to receiving
voluntary organisations for
organisations to develop their
applications for imaginative and
creative and cultural activities to activities, ensuring that The
innovative celebrations to mark
celebrate Her Majesty The
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
this historic occasion and
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
celebrations give people
strengthen cultural involvement
throughout England the chance and opportunities in their local
Kent Community Foundation will to experience the best of the
communities.”
be one of the network of
country’s culture while also
community foundations
celebrating an important
Applications will open on 4th
distributing the Arts Council
milestone in our national history. January, and organisations
England Let’s Create Jubilee
should apply here
Fund, a £5million programme
Darren Henley, Chief Executive www.kentcf.org.uk/funding/
that will support community and at Arts Council England said
jubilee-fund

FOLKESTONE COVID VACCINATION POINT
SHORTAGE OF PEOPLE FOR JABS PLEASE COME URGENTLY
No need to book, just turn up
Open Tuesday to Sunday 8am to 6pm
Anyone age 16 and over
First, Second and Booster Vaccinations
Ample car parks nearby

Follow signs to ‘Folca’ Vaccination Point
Sandgate Road, Town Centre Precinct, Folkestone CT20 1DN
Contact :THE LOOKER
10 Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, New Romney, Kent TN28 8LZ
Telephone: 01797-364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07423-562696
or info@thelooker.co.uk
TO ADVERTISE call 01797-364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk
Every effort is made by The LOOKER newspaper to ensure that the information is
correct.
THE LOOKER newspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicited material being sent through to the publication.
Personal views expressed in this publication are solely those of the respective contributors and do not reflect those of
the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not responsible for services provided by the advertisers. All material
supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in part of this publication is strictly
prohibited a without prior consent. Photographic rights remain the property of THE LOOKER Newspaper Ltd.
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2021 A year in Review
Ever since The Looker was
launched, we have always
produced a review of the year.
Last year is one that many of us
would rather forget. The paper
had to work hard just to survive,
but as we enter our twelfth year,
we will keep the tradition going
and look back on last year, in
the hope that this year we can
turn back the clock and try to
get some normality back into
our lives.

from the end of April the surgery Priti Patel was on our front page
would close.
stating that migrants who
crossed the Channel by boat as
a result of using people
Also in February, vaccinations
trafficking would not be allowed
started at Lydd airport and,
despite very cold weather, those to stay in the UK and would be
seen as being in the highest risk returned to France. Something
that the international court of
of catching Covid made their
human rights immediately
way to the airport for their jab.
stated was an illegal act
Another story that ran
.
throughout the year concerned
the suitability of Cheriton’s
Napier Barracks to house
asylum seekers, which was then A story that we fear will
highlighted by a fire at the
reappear in 2022, was that of
barracks.
bars and venues closing down
due to Covid restrictions.

April

January
A story that we would hear
reported all over the country
was about the NHS being at
breaking point, with
unprecedented Covid numbers
being admitted to hospital.

However, the Romney Hythe
and Dymchurch Railway and
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park
pages over the past five years is were recipients of large Culture
Recovery Grants, which were
the ongoing saga of Princes
Another very sad story was
Parade, with the news that work described as a lifeline to the two
about the loss of local fitness
had started on the site, with the attractions that do not employ
fanatic David Hill, who went
many people yet bring
removal of trees, which proved
running and was reported
thousands of tourists to our
very problematic for one
missing when he failed to
district every year.
councillor. As protest groups
return. His body was found the
demanded
to
know
who
was
following day following a large
responsible for the cutting down After the Looker editor
multi-agency search.
of the trees, described as ‘ a
succeeded in stopping the
barbaric attack on the natural
building of 28 houses on land
The Looker started the year off
habitat of the site’, it emerged
that was a designated car park,
with reports that vaccination
that
it
was
in
fact
the
leader
of
he proposed that, instead, the
centres would soon be set up
car park should be made fit for
across the district, but there was the Green Party, Leslie
frustration that other parts of the Whybrow, who was responsible, purpose and resurfaced with the
as she was the council’s cabinet addition of beach huts and a
country had already seen their
member responsible. This led to board walk along with disabled
centres set up.
members of her own group
toilets and small beach shops.
suggesting that perhaps it was
Lydd airport was the first mass
time for her to step down. She
The government held an inquiry
vaccination centre to be set up
then declared that, although
into the Napier Barracks and
on the Marsh and the former
part
of
her
portfolio,
she
knew
concluded that the
Debenhams site ‘The Folca
nothing about the decision!
accommodation was not fit for
Centre’ was set up in
purpose, advising that they
Folkestone, with hundreds of
Another Green Councillor made should be closed down, a
jabs being given daily at both
the front page of the paper, with recommendation that has been
centres all year long
claims that the district would be ignored by the Home Office
which have continued to use the
Concerns were raised about the under water within 20 years.
Her shock announcement came site.
prospects of students having
as she explained why she could
their GCSE and A level results
not back the council’s corporate We also featured a story about
being graded on the basis of
plan. Her comments came
a lady from St Mary’s Bay, who
assessment results.
under attack for
lost over £30,000 by investing in
scaremongering.
Bit Coin and asked if it really
was a viable investment.
Dymchurch residents suffered
an attack on the local Tesco
Our front page story featured
the possible loss of yet another Express, which was ramraided
by thieves who attempted,
doctors’ surgery, with the news
that the NHS Kent and Medway though failed to steal the shop’s In May we had another election,
cashpoint machine. The attack
this time for Kent County
Clinical Commissioning Group
caused thousands of pounds of Council. In something of a
had sent a letter of intention to
damage and forced the shop to shock the Green Party lost
patients of the Orchard House
be closed for several months.
Hythe to the Conservatives,
Surgery in Lydd, stating that

March
A story that has also filled our

February

May
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2021 A year in Review
who, other that one seat in
Folkestone, held onto all the
seats across the district, though
with a nail-biting close call on
Sandgate.

Brockhill Park College closed,
without warning, leaving parents
having to make last minute
arrangements to provide home
schooling.

With the arrival of good weather,
local Marsh residents demanded
that more enforcement for illegal
parking was put in place; this
followed several accidents and
the inability of emergency
services to get to the casualties
owing to blocked roads.

New Romney saw the start of
the Covid-delayed New Romney
in Bloom, with the first of several
planting beds being dug ready
for planting.

Hythe had an invasion of
travellers on the greens, which
not only caused the
postponement of a boot fair, but
also took several days to clear
up. Local residents asked for
more barriers to be put around
the green to try and prevent this
from recurring.
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park
was also in the paper again, this
time when a small fire broke out
in a guest bathroom attached to
one of the lodges on the estate.
Hythe also received a boost with
money from the District Council
to replace the ageing fleet of
rowing boats on the Royal
Military Canal.

June
An ex-Chairman of Dymchurch
Parish Council questioned the
safety of the beach, with
thousands of tourists visiting
every day; despite this, the
current council had stopped
employing a beach manager.
The beach saw several incidents
over the summer months
including a dog walker being
stuck in the sand and a car
engulfed by the sea as it
attempted to launch a jet ski. But
tragedy struck when a
grandmother lost her life diving
into the sea in an attempt to
save her grandson.

June also saw the
announcement that Dungeness
B power station would not
resume nuclear power
production, bringing to an end
over 50 years of power
generation at the site, Managers
at the site were quick to point out
that the decommissioning of the
site would ensure jobs for many
more years. The removal of the
fuel rods from the site would take
10 years, followed by a potential
20 years of decommissioning,
could lead to jobs actually being
created on the site.
The local MP and District
Councillors confirmed they were
doing what they could to
persuade the government to
invest in a new Dungeness C
station and possibly even a D
station, which would be built on
the footprint of the current A
station as soon as the
decommissioning was
completed. They confirmed that
they were already in
conversation with companies
such as Rolls Royce to enquire
about the possibility of several
small modular reactors for the
site.
Again, Port Lympne hit the
headlines after keepers were
forced to shoot an escaped
Water Buck.

July
The plans announced earlier in

the year about the new beach
huts at Greatstone led to the
Martello Lakes was given the go council announcing it would be
investing a million pounds to
ahead to develop a further 650
new houses on its Palmarsh site, finance the project.
with planning granted, subject to
a new roundabout being put in
Local Dungeness resident Nigel
place on the main A259
Farage demanded that the
Home Secretary, Priti Patel,
should visit Dungeness first hand
Parents were outraged when

to see the impact that migrants
were having on the local
community - something that she
has still not done.
Hythe Town Council came under
fire for ‘shunning’ the Armed
Services Day, stating that Covid
restrictions made this hard to
organise. The service went
ahead without the councillors,
who were nevertheless able to
organise a gay pride event.
Some residents suggested that
they had their priorities all wrong.
A headline that pleased some
and annoyed others was the
announcement of the very real
possibility of the District being
covered by solar farms. However
local people said that this would
decimate prime farming land and
that they were neither wanted
nor needed, supporting a nuclear
power station instead, as it
would be far more productive,
produce more jobs and be able
to generate 24/7.

August
This is the month when a perfect
storm of Covid and HGV drivers
being tempted by large wage
increases led to Veolia’s having
to limit rubbish collections and
stop altogether garden waste
collections across the district.
This quickly spread across the
whole of the South East.
The ever-growing migrant crisis
was running at an all time high,
with an average of over 150
people every day coming to our
shores.
Folkestone once again held its
breath as the Red Arrows came
back to the town after the district
council financed an amazing
display. The attraction and the
air show, which the town council
organises every year, provided a
great feel good factor after over
a year of restrictions, and
coincided with the delayed
Triennial art festival.
Hythe Bay Primary school buried
a special time capsule.
The Looker sparked a storm
when we wrote an article

Page 17

2021 A year in Review
praising several new venues
that had opened in the town
increasing the quality of the
food offerings, only for one of
the named venues, previously
called the Coach House Coffee
Shop, to take exception to our
welcoming them to the town.
After posting a complaint on
social media and stating that no
one reads The Looker, they
then seemed surprised when a
large number of people
cancelled their bookings.
In our mid-month edition we
reported that over 1000
migrants had now landed in just
6 days - a new record.
We also featured local Olympic
boxing coach Lee Pullen on the
front page as he became one of
the most successful Olympic
boxing coaches of all time as
Team GB bagged a brace of
medals making them the most
successful British Boxing team
in over 100 years.

Pistols, directed by Oscar
winner Danny Boyle.
The reality of the migrant
pandemic was made all the
more real, as Dungeness RNLI
Lifeboat was again a frequent
support vessel to Border Force
with pictures beginning to
appear across news outlets of
the lifeboat with large groups
disembarking across the beach.
The Looker also made the front
page itself, as we celebrated 11
years of bringing the news to
most of the district, having
started in just New Romney,
before after three years
spreading into Hythe and now
covering the whole district,
including Folkestone, Cheriton
and Hawkinge.

busy as the previous one (pre
Covid) the night proved to be a
big success, with people having
a great time and dancing the
night away to Maddie Hart.
New Romney Mayor Paul
Thomas hosted dignitaries from
across the South East, including
mayors from the other Cinque
Ports towns across the district,
as New Romney was
designated the ‘Speaker’s Day’.
The long-awaited grand opening
of the Cinemarsh was a huge
success, playing to packed
houses for the new Bond film,
No Time to Die.

The fuel shortage was also
hitting the South East more than
many other areas, despite
everyone being told there was
The paper also featured a story plenty of fuel to go round. Bulk
of how the District Council
buying and filling up tanks
stepped up to help five families caused long tailbacks and angry
who were forced to escape from scenes at filling stations as
Afghanistan in one of the largest many ran dry, sometimes for
evacuations since the USA
days on end.
pulled out of Vietnam almost 50
years earlier.
The Looker’s other business,
Kent Model Exchange, enjoyed
a very successful weekend
With good weather and more
exhibiting our model railway at
people taking staycations,
the Leas Cliff Hall as part of the
tragedy struck in Dymchurch,
when a grandmother dived into An unusual planning application Folkestone model railway
exhibition.
the sea to try to help her
made our front pages when a
grandchildren; it was reported
Brookland couple applied for
she had knocked herself
retrospective planning
What was seen as a last-ditch
unconscious and subsequently
permission for their new home.
attempt to stop the road at
drowned.
This was refused by the council, Princes Parade being diverted
but a surprise judgement
went to a Public Enquiry held at
allowed the couple to remain in the Leas Cliff Hall. A lot of
The New Romney Day Care
the property, on the condition
misinformation was spread
Centre officially changed its
that when they leave it should
about how if the enquiry proved
name to the Romney Marsh
be demolished. As they had
successful, it could stop the
Community Hub. Before the
development, with members of
pandemic, the centre was under some health issues, this was
the group bringing the action
threat from service and funding seen as a compromise that
satisfied all parties.
seemingly unaware that this
cutbacks from KCC but had
would not stop the
proved indispensable (and still
is) throughout the covid
The district’s Green Party came development.
lockdowns, not only as a key
under attack again in
coordination centre, helping to
September, when it wanted to
Another arrival appeared in the
contact vulnerable people
remove parking bays in
district in the form of a three and
across the Marsh, but also co
Cheriton and replace them with a half metre giant puppet
ordinating volunteers to give up a cycle lane. Local businesses
refugee which attracted huge
thousands of hours of time to
complained that this would kill
numbers of people at
help at vaccination centres.
off High Street shopping and
Folkestone Harbour arm. The
would drive people away from
puppet made by the people
the town centre.
behind the War Horse puppet
Sandgate was locked in a time
attracted celebrity endorsement
warp as film crews descended
on the picturesque seaside
The Looker also had its second too, with actor Jude Law seen
escorting the refugee Girl Amal.
village to make a film about the party night at St Mary’s Bay
turbulent punk group, The Sex
Village Hall and although not as

September

October
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November
Our first front page of November
depicted New Romney resident
Faye Trimmings, who has had to
endure repeated flooding to her
home in Mountfield Road. Her
plight is falling on deaf ears, as
the road is unadopted. Despite
talking to District and County
Councils, which all state that the
road is not their responsibility,
she claims she should not be
paying the same amount of
council tax as do other homes,
as it is not fair that her road is
flooded as a result of work
vehicles making big puddles
some over 1 foot deep, while the
road has no drainage.
After the news that Dungeness B
power station was being
decommissioned rumours were
circulating that there might be a
new Dungeness C and even D
station built on the existing sites
once the stations have been
dismantled. Along with Damián
Collins, the District Council has
actively been working with
groups looking to locate small
modular reactor stations on the
site.
New Romney also gained a new
venue with the old Nat West
Bank being turned into the
Balance Bar, which is operating
under a new format of donating
all the profits to local charities.
Large attendances at churches
across the district were visible,
for the annual Remembrance
service, which had all been
scaled back in the previous year
as a result of Covid.

meeting looking for assurance
that no more local taxpayers’
money would be used, to fund
migrants. The Chairman refused
to hear the question.

she picked up the BBC Strictly
Come Dancing Award, which is
all the more astonishing as she is
profoundly deaf.

December also saw the opening
of the new Business Support
Centre, built in Mountfield Road,
New Romney. The centre was
part of an election promise by
Looker Editor David Wimble to
help support and mentor local
businesses, with and the multi
million pound project delivered
on time and on budget. The
December saw the rapid
Editor declared that it was a
increase in the Omicron variant
and concern that the government great way of repaying the trust in
electing an independent
could impose strict lockdown
councillor.
rules.
As we went towards December,
we heard of a new ‘Omicron
variant’ coming to the UK with
two confirmed cases.

December

The district increased its ability to
offer booster vaccines to
residents and the New Romney
Community hub commemorated
over 15,000 hours of volunteer
services donated to the
community since the outbreak of
Covid.
Kent County Council was asking
the government for more support
for its child social care services
and demanding that other
counties across the country
should share the burden of
looking after migrant children.
A memorial gathering at Sunny
Sands Beach in Folkestone to
commemorate the tragic deaths
of the 27 migrants a month
before was arranged, with local
refugee support organiser
Bridget Chapman demanding
that the government help
migrants to have a safe passage
across the Channel. While this
was met with a large amount of
sympathy, some organisations
said that we should be doing
more to deter people from
crossing the Channel.

Light up New Romney was back
again after a year of Covid
restrictions and was very well
supported with hundreds of
people turning up to enjoy the
festive event.

Editor’s
note:
I would just like to
thank everyone
who has helped
support The
Looker in 2021, in
a year that has
been so hard
for many of us.
The paper has had no financial
support in the form of any Covid
grants and without the volunteers
who write the content every two
weeks, we would not still be
here.

We hope to still be here doing
what we do best, supplying a
quality, ‘Truly Local’ newspaper,
Dungeness RNLI was again
that offers that personal touch to
making the headlines, as
keep you all informed and
hundreds of migrants made the
entertained. Without our
most of a break in the weather.
The institution had come under
Local MP Damian Collins, stated advertisers, we could not afford
fire from a number of ultra-right
that the new Borders Bill will help to give away thousands of copies
wing groups who claimed that
to deter migrants from crossing,
every two weeks. Thank you to
the government was abusing the but since he made this comment our printers, Wealden Printers,
RNLI as a ‘taxi service’. This
a week prior to Christmas a
who really have done their best
unfortunately coincided with 27
further 400 have arrived, with
to make sure that the paper is in
people losing their lives in an
many people suggesting that
your shops every two weeks. As
attempt to cross the Channel. On rather more than words in
we go into 2022 I would like to
the same night Dymchurch
parliament are needed.
wish you all a healthy,
District Councillor Terry Mullard
caused a storm by wanting to
Hythe’s Rose Ayling-Ellis gave us prosperous and safe New
Year.
ask a question at a council
something to be proud of when
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YOUR LETTERS
Dear David,
Is it me or is there a distinct absence of
the White Anglo-Saxon Male or the
unified white family in UK advertising
these days? Have I missed him/them?
Would someone please take the time
and tell me if, in the many hundreds of
(mindless, not to say political) adverts
manifesting themselves on our screens
if they can see and entirely white
family?
When I brought this to the attention of
The Advertising Standards Agency,
they asked me to furnish them with
examples if I thought this were so...I
provided 50 within a two-hour slot and
they, of course didn't bother to
respond! I also brought it to the
attention of Ofcom and DCMS who
referred me to each other(?) because
they 'didn't deal with this type of
problem'.
I ask this because, as far as I know,
the white Nuclear Family (male/female/
children) is still the backbone of the
British street but is now totally ignored
on the screen by EVERY craven
advertiser who is too cowardly to
actually show this type of configuration.
These days, they are terrified of being
accused of racial/gender bias so what
we end up with is a total
misrepresentation of our culture and
our population and we are now
becoming the new oppressed (or
should that be suppressed?) minority.
This, of course is done to appease the
Far-Left factions such as BLM,
Stonewall, LGBTQ+ (anyone for a
fight?) etc and as far as I can see this
is only going to get worse as this awful
'Wokism', 'cancelling' culture increases.
What also concerns me is that these
advertisers are highly hypocritical in
that they fail to include the lovely,
inoffensive, quiet Chinese element of
our country. Could this be because
this community presents no angry'
face' to either side, have no axe to
grind and are just happy to live here
and enjoy this beautiful country without
trying to change it to represent some
other country or way of life? It also
means that this community presents no
threat to the advertisers' income!

Friday 21st January
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12
Mountfield Road, 10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)

Email: info@thelooker.co.uk

Incidentally, should the advertisers be
interested in using me, I also consider
myself a 'person of colour': I have
blonde hair, blue eyes and pink skin!
By the way, big thank you to Zoe for
not including garlic in her Christmas
lunch details (you know it makes sense
J)!
Yours with best wishes for 2022,
Ken Pedrick.

Dear Looker,
I must respond to the letter from
Doreen Mackie published in the
Christmas issue.
Doreen wonders whether I have
children and grandchildren. In fact we
have four children aged from 47 to 55.
We have nine grandchildren, the eldest
being aged 29, and one great
grandchild. Doreen wonders how I
would feel if any one of these perished
in the channel.
That is irrelevant as none of my family
are sitting on the French coast waiting
to board a rubber boat to attempt to
reach the UK. If would-be migrants
want to chance a risky channel
crossing to gain entry, mostly illegal
entry, to the UK that is their choice.
Doreen suggests that the people of
Dymchurch should be 'Represented by
someone more in tune with what the
majority of the people of the village
feel'. All I will say there is that I believe
that the majority of Romney Marsh
residents agree with me that these
crossings must end.
I am hugely encouraged by our new
Borders Bill, despite it not going far
enough. Perhaps at long last the
government has listened to the voice of
the people!
Finally, if Doreen feels so strongly
about my views, might I suggest that
she considers standing for election to
Council in May 2023. I have spent
many, many years helping the
community including over 25 years as

a Scout Leader, 7 years as a
commissioned Officer in the TA, 12
years as branch secretary of the RBL
Dymchurch, and many years as
treasurer of the 1st Dymchurch Scout
Group. In addition I have been a
Dymchurch Parish Councillor and
spent nearly 8 years as a District
Councillor.
It never fails to amaze me just how few
people, especially the moaners, are
bothered to give time to their
community!
So, Doreen, instead of your gripes, do
something real and give some time to
the benefit of others.
Regards,
Cllr Terry Mullard
Dear Looker,
I read in your esteemed publication
that the Government plan to pump
billions into the NHS. HOW can the
government justify putting more and
more money into the NHS, when surely
it would be better spent going into
social care?
The NHS wouldn’t be so stressed or
stretched, if the beds that are at
present taken up by people who don’t
medically need to be there, could be
cared for in their own homes.
Emptying these beds would also have
the knock on effect of freeing up the
ambulances.
Once upon a time, convalescent
homes played an essential roll in
getting hospital beds freed up.
Wouldn’t it make sense to open
Nightingale hubs or similar where a
lesser level of care is required, which
could be geared up with the express
task of assessing people and their
needs, so as to be cared for at home.
These hubs could be linked to the
social care system, which again would
free up the NHS.
Anne Griffiths.

Thursday 13th January
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.
Saturday 15th January
Bacon, Butties & Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church
Hall, 10 a.m.
Free Brunch, Ivychurch Village Hall, 10.30 a.m. –
12.30 p.m.
Monday 17th January
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m. (new members welcome)
Cancer Support Group, RM Community Hub,
2.30 p.m. (1st & 3rd Mon)
New Romney History Society, Old School,
7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 18th January
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall,
10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Tues)
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.
Wednesday 19th January
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay,
9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney,
7 p.m.
Thursday 20th January
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 4 p.m.
Film – ‘The Last Bus’, Ivychurch Village Hall,
7 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Saturday 22nd January
Burns’ Night Supper, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall,
7 p.m. (Tickets 01797-362097)
Monday 24th January
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School,
New Romney, 10 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30 p.m.
New Romney History Society AGM, Old School,
7.30 p.m.

Forthcoming films
Spiderman: No Way Home
Wednesday 12th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.15
Thursday 13th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.00

The Matrix Resurrections
Friday 14th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.00
Saturday 15th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.30
Sunday 16th January; 11.00
Monday 17th January; 11.00, 14.30
Tuesday 18th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.15
Wednesday 19th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.15
Thursday 20th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.00

The King’s Man
Friday 21st January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.00
Saturday 22nd January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.30
Sunday 23rd January; 11.00, 14.30
Monday 24th January; 11.00, 14.30
Tuesday 25th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.15
Wednesday 26th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.15
Thursday 27th January; 11.00, 14.30, 19.00

Coming Next
Jan 28th to 30th - Clifford the Big Red Dog
Jan 28th to 3rd Feb – House of Gucci
Feb 4th to 10th – Belfast
To book tickets, visit the Leisure Centre or go
to marshacademy.org.uk
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Appeal for
witnesses as
murder
investigation
is launched
in Folkestone
A murder investigation has been
launched after man died from multiple
injuries in Folkestone.

confirmed by the authorities
and sadly he died the next day
due to the wounds he received.
A 31-year-old man and a 36year-old woman, who are
known to the man, have been
arrested on suspicion of murder
and remain in custody.

Police and forensics have were
pictured outside block of flats,
Spencer House, at the top of
Coolinge Lane.

Or Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800-555111 or complete
the online form at
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

The man's identity has not yet been

Now as we enter our 12th
year of publication, we are
not only growing the
circulation, but also the size
of what is still the largest
free circulated bi-weekly
newspaper in the South
East.
If you would like to grow
your business in the same
way, then contact our Sales
Team Director Philip Denman
on
07719-732156
or David Wimble on
01797-364837

Detectives have arrested two people
as part of an investigation into the
death of a man in Folkestone. The two A police spokesman said: "An
people in their 30s are said to be
investigation by detectives from
known to the man
the Kent and Essex Serious
Crime Directorate is ongoing
and officers are appealing to
Police officers and an ambulance
anyone with information to call
were called to the man, in his 60s,
Kent Police on 01843-222289,
and he was taken to hospital with
quoting reference 46/1387/22."
multiple injuries.
The police were called to the property
in Coolinge Lane on Sunday, January
2nd at 8.50pm.

The Looker has grown
beyond all recognition from
its 24 page black and white
first issue.

Growing your business is
our business and we still
offer a much better rate and
readership than either of the
two ‘paid for’ publications.
So lets grow together as we
go into 2022

summer, particularly during the school holidays.
A local resident who wished to stay anonymous
said, “it’s chaos. The traffic is horrendous. Not
just over the Day of Syn but throughout the
whole summer; rammed with tourists. But it’s
definitely great for bringing custom to local
businesses. The weather and the Day of Syn,
that is.”

‘Day of Syn’:
Celebrating
Dymchurch’s
Heritage
By Megan E R King
The year is 1915. A book by a new and unknown
author hits the market. A book that becomes so
popular, it spawned six more novels; prequels to
the original. ‘Doctor Syn: A Tale of the Romney
Marsh’ was written by Russell Thorndike and set Day of Syn now sees visitors from all over the
in 18th Century Kent, in the sleepy parish of
UK flock to Dymchurch for a three-day festival
Dymchurch, on the Romney Marsh.
on the August Bank Holiday weekend.
The setting plays an integral part of Thorndike’s
novel and captures, perfectly, the mysterious
atmosphere that laces itself throughout the plot.
The backdrop of the flat and boggy marshlands,
often shrouded in mist and darkness, is a precise
description of the landscape and equally,
provides a rather chilling aura. Thorndike was
inspired by the real-life historic smuggling that
took place throughout the Romney Marsh and
Kent in the 18th Century.
In 1964, the Church of St Peter and St Paul in
Dymchurch desperately needed to raise funds
for the Church’s failing roof. They planned a
village fete to raise money, and with permission
from Thorndike, they named it ‘Day of Syn’, after
the protagonist from his novels. From then
onwards, Day of Syn became an established
biannual event that has expanded far beyond
just a village fete.

A local bartender from The Ocean pub said, “it’s
great for business. Saturday is usually the
busiest. We have a local band playing and it’s
nonstop behind the bar. The locals always
attend, regardless of the weather. They love
dressing up.”
The weather seems to play a key part in the
success of the event. The Smugglers Chest
said, “the parade is fantastic. There’s lots of
activities but the weather plays a big part in the
turn out.”
Dymchurch, which names itself ‘a children’s
paradise’, is known for its sandy beaches,
donkey rides and amusements, where
candyfloss, fish and chips and a turn on the 2p
machines is a must.
The village is usually busy throughout the

Although a huge hit with tourists and great for
local businesses, Day of Syn also seems to be
very much an event for residents. In 2022, the
event will have been going on for 58 years.
That’s 58 years of culture and heritage for
Dymchurch and the Romney Marsh. 2020 was
the first year that the event was unable to be
held due to the current Covid-19 pandemic.
One local house along Dymchurch High Street is
permanently decorated in tribute to the Day of
Syn with a head-turning, car slowing, life-like
figure, dressed as Dr Syn’s disguise in the
novels; the scarecrow. Every day is Halloween at
their house. Over the festive period, the
scarecrow even wears a Santa hat. They fly their
decorations with pride as they would their
nation’s flag. 18th Century smugglers and Dr
Syn is their heritage and they are proud of it.
You can even wander down to the local
graveyard of ‘St Peter and St Paul’ and pay your
respects to Russell Thorndike who has been
buried there since his death in 1972. Dr Syn is a
presence felt, not just during the festival, but all
year round. The Day of Syn committee work
extremely hard on a voluntarily basis, to organise
the pageant and fete which are put on free of
charge for residents and visitors alike.
Provided we see no return of Covid-19
restrictions, the event is planned to go ahead in
2022 over the August Bank Holiday weekend
from Saturday 27th August to Monday 29th
August.

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003
Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Folkestone

Hythe

01303 272 525

01303 264 400

93 Cheriton High Street,
CT19 4HE

•
•
•
•

24-hour service
Bereavement advice
Transparent pricing
Private chapel of rest

41 High Street,
CT21 5AD

•
•
•
•

Floral tributes
Memorial masonry
Home visits
Prepaid funeral plans

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk
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AND ANOTHER
THING ….

By Russell Tillson

Ali Ha Ha and the Forty Thieves, Bananaman, Beryl
the Peril, Bully Beef and Chips, Captain Whoosh,
Corporal Clott, Cuddles and Dimples, Dinah Mo,
Hungry Horace, Keyhole Kate, Little Bear, PC Big
Ears, Shocker Jock, The Smasher and Winker
Watson. Exotic or esoteric names from the past, one
and all. If you recognise any of them, then you were
almost certainly a reader of the Dandy in the dim and
distant past. Like the Beano, it offered a mix of
humour and adventure, the comic strips evoking an
anarchic parallel universe of the imagination that is
somehow both innocent and subversive. The Dandy
never forgot who read it: children. For children, there
is nothing to say that a cowboy can’t go to the moon,
or that a cat can’t talk. Comics were an escape from
rules, from authority.
The first issue, predating the Beano by
five months, and under
the name The Dandy
Comic, was published
on 4 December 1937
and sold 481,895, It
featured comic strips
such as Korky the Cat,
Keyhole Kate and
Hungry Horace, as well
as a number of
adventure stories,
including several
cowboy tales (such as
The Daring Deeds of
Buck Wilson),
reflecting the popularity
of westerns in the
cinema at that time. Some of the strips have speech
bubbles; others have framed pictures with text
beneath; some stories consist entirely of text. The first
edition also had a free gift (an ‘Express Whistler’).
Issue two had a ‘Jumping Frog’ and later giveaways
included ‘Whirlybirds’ and ‘Thunderbangs’. The Dandy
was published weekly until 6 September 1941, when
wartime paper shortages forced it to switch to
fortnightly, alternating with The Beano. During the war
a strip, titled ‘Addy and Hermy, the Nasty Nazis’,
lampooned Hitler and Goering. It returned to its
weekly schedule in 1949 and in 1950 changed its
name to just The Dandy. In a golden age for comics,
the Dandy reached its highest ever circulation in 1950,
when weekly sales averaged two million. The next
decade saw gradual changes, with the disappearance
of all-text stories. The most popular were converted to
picture strips, including Black Bob, the champion
sheepdog whose adventures with his master Andrew
Glenn had started in 1944. 1960 saw the first ever
price increase – it had been 2d since 1937 but went
up to 3d.
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In the 60s and 70s changes in social attitudes meant
that the violence in comics had to be toned down, with
the disappearance of canings and parental spankings.
A generally softer approach was called for. In 1985,
the ailing Nutty comic was merged with The Dandy,
bringing with it the Bananaman strip. A year later, the
short-lived Hoot comic also merged with The Dandy,
incorporating the character Cuddles into the preexisting comic strip Dimples to form Cuddles and
Dimples. After the closure of The Beezer and The
Topper, The Dandy inherited some of its strips as well,
including Beryl the Peril. In 2004 there was a radical
overhaul. The price of the comic was raised from 70p
to £1.20 as its format and content were changed,
reflecting a more television-oriented style, and was
now printed on glossy magazine paper.
The addition of features on video games, films and
television shows culminated in 2007 with a rebranding of the comic as Dandy Xtreme, now
published fortnightly. The first edition had Bart
Simpson on the cover, much to the horror of
traditionalists. The Dandy was fighting to maintain its
position in a very different marketplace, but by
October 2010 the publishers accepted that the
experiment had failed, reverting to a weekly comic
simply called The Dandy. The 2010 version included
an increased page-count (compared with the 1960s,
which had 16 pages, only four of which were in
colour) of 32 full-colour pages. All the comic strips
from the Xtreme era other than Desperate
Dan, Bananaman and The Bogies were dropped.
Korky the Cat, who appeared in the comic's first issue
in 1937, made a return. There had been a complete
overhaul, with only a few strips in the traditional vein,
such as Harry Hill and Postman Prat. In comparison to
an issue from the late 60s, or even late 80s, the comic
was wholly unrecognisable from its traditional past.
Many new celebrity spoofs such as Cheryl's Mole
became a feature; other new strips included Pre-Skool
Prime Minister and George vs Dragon. Song parodies
and fake recipes also appeared. The 76-page
Christmas special featured a pantomime, a 12-page
Harry Hill strip, and free gifts.
The final printed edition
was issued on 4
December 2012, the
comic's 75th
anniversary, after sales
had slumped to 8,000 a
week. Issue 3610 was a
100 page special
including a pull-out
replica of the first ever
issue and featuring a
countdown of the
comic's "Top 75
Characters". On the
same day, The Dandy
was relaunched as an
online comic, The
Digital Dandy,
appearing on the Dandy website and in the Dandy
App, with long-running characters like Desperate Dan,
Bananama, Blinky, Sneaker and Hyde & Shriek

making the transition to digital alongside a reimagined version of Keyhole Kate, who was
transformed from nosey parker into a schoolgirl
sleuth. The digital relaunch was unsuccessful,
running to only thirteen editions, and the comic
disappeared just six months later. DC Thomson
decided to axe the comic had not attracted the
publicity and customers that the company wanted. It
ended on 26 June 2013, although annuals continue to
be published. On 19 March 2012 the Dandy was
included in the Royal Mail’s special stamp collection
to celebrate Britain's rich comic book history.

individual fantasy world, even though the actual
setting is unlike anywhere on earth. Although Dan is
supposedly a Texan living in the fictitious town of
Cactusville, derived from the 1880s-style old
American West, complete with gun-toting local sheriff,
his strips always had a surreally British context, a
world of London buses and pillar boxes, archaic
streetlamps more akin to Victorian Britain, and1930sstyled trams of the type commonly seen in the first
half of the 20th century. He goes on holiday to resorts
that resemble Blackpool more than they do Florida,
while during the Second World War he joined the
British war effort, knocking enemy planes out of the
Over its 75-year run hundreds of different comic strips sky with a giant peashooter. Dan shaves with a
appeared in The Dandy, many for a very long time.
blowtorch and devours basin-sized cow-pies, a dish
The longest-running strips were Desperate
which involves the entire animal, including horns and
Dan and Korky the Cat, who both appeared in the first tail protruding through the pastry.
issue. The comic has had a number of different cover
stars - Korky the Cat (1937 to 1984). Desperate Dan
(1984 to1999) and Cuddles and Dimples
Desperate Dan was a lawbreaking
(1999-2000). Desperate Dan was restored to the
desperado: the very first strip saw him
cover by the end of 2000. In 2004, following a major
buying a horse, which then collapsed
revamp, he was replaced by Jak, a character
under his weight. Dan then
specifically created for the cover. During the Dandy
proceeded to attack the unfortunate
Xtreme era the comic had no cover star, with covers
dealer ("Aw gee, Dan! You wouldn't
often given over to celebrities or current trends, but
beat me up would you?") As the
after the comic returned to its weekly format in 2010, strip progressed Dan mellowed into
the popular comedian Harry Hill took over the cover
a more upstanding citizen, leaving
spot, accompanied by Desperate Dan and
generations of readers wondering
Bananaman in some issues.
exactly what he was so desperate
A favourite Dandy character was Winker Watson, who about. His immense strength originally a facet of his tough guy
first appeared in 1961. He was a public schoolboy
whose great boast was that he would never be caned. persona - became his defining trait.
Some early strips depicted a
He lived in a marvellous world of friendly dorms,
midnight feasts, and wangles to avoid being caned by mistreatment of animals that
nowadays would be seen as
Mr Creep, the housemaster.
shocking. Dan killed crows in midI think my favourite characters were Spunky and his
flight, skinned a whale for a
Spider, who emerged in 1969: the strip recounted the gargantuan meal, and even headeveryday antics encountered by young Spunky
butted charging wildebeest to death in some of the
Webster, and his most unusual pet: the dog-sized
more extreme cases. There were many supporting
domesticated pet spider, 'Scamper'. Scamper, of
characters, but the key players were his overbearing
course was designed to be appealing to readers and Aunt Aggie and his niece and nephew Katie and
had nothing in common with the horrors of a true-life
Danny, who sport the same jutting jaw-line, and who
arachnid: indeed, he more resembles a cuddly
instigated elaborate practical jokes as part of their
monkey who just happens to possess eight legs and
eternal quest to ridicule Dan. Scripts also included
a pair of twitching antennae. There were also
appearances from Dan's unruly pet dog, his pet
frequent fictional
ostrich and an extended odyssey where Dan
crossovers between Dandy characters, as most of
encounters some of his long-lost relatives, one of
them lived in the fictional Dandytown, just as the
whom turns out to be a bear.
Beano characters were portrayed as living in
Beanotown. Quite often, one comic would make a
In 1997 the strip temporarily vanished following a
tongue-in-cheek jibe at the other (e.g. a character
story where Dan struck oil and ran off with the Spice
meeting an elderly lady and stating that she's "older
Girls. He eventually returned in the sixtieth
than the jokes in The Beano"). In the strips, it was
anniversary issue on December 6 1997. Dan is
suggested that Dandytown and Beanotown were
rivals. In fact this rivalry inspired the spin-off computer shown living the high life in a luxurious mansion, but
game Beanotown Racing, in which various characters when he orders his butlers to bring him a Dandy to
read in bed, he is informed that the comic has been
from both comics could be raced around points in
cancelled. After seeing the Dandy headquarters being
Beanotown, including the Dandytown embassy
demolished and its staff queuing outside a job centre,
located there.
Dan sells all his worldly goods to save the comic and
is welcomed back to Cactusville as a hero. Desperate
The comic’s most iconic character, Desperate Dan,
Dan’s image is immortalized (along with that of Minnie
appeared in the first issue. Full of eccentric and
the Minx) in D.C. Thomson's home city of Dundee, in
joyous anarchic mishaps, (due in most part to Dan's
a 'life-sized' bronze statue.
well-meaning but destructive super-strength), the
Desperate Dan strip managed to establish its own
Who’s for a piece of cow pie tonight?!
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With Vince Shell
By the time you read this we will have
mumbled our way through 'Auld Lang
Syne' (come on who really knows the
words) set soon to be broken new
year's resolutions, had a fair few of
our favourite tipples, be it tea, coffee
or something of the stronger variety
and seen in another new year.
Hopefully, unlike last year when we
celebrated within the safety of our
own sanctums/prisons and toasted
absent family via a variety of social
media platforms, we will have been
able to make physical contact over
the turkey and trimmings. Last year
we exchanged presents on doorsteps
or in my case in a Sainsburys car
park in what felt like some kind of
extremely dodgy xmas deal. I was
waiting for a tap on the shoulder and
to be greeted with the words "Are you
sure these are your presents sir"
Sadly most of us, either last year or
this year, have had to deal with the
loss of an acquaintance or family
member and we will have raised a
glass to their memories as the clocks
chime twelve. This sadly will be my
first Christmas without either of my
parents.
As I write this the country sits on
tenterhooks as yet another new
variant Omnicron or as I prefer to call
it Omni-do-one sweeps through the
UK at an alarming rate. We await
news of some form of lockdown
although the powers that be would
rather, we take a hit of the booster
kind rather than another bout of
isolation. I don't think we could handle
another lockdown especially at this
time of year. If we do, then I will be
holding the inaugural family business
meeting round mine on New Year's
Eve. I've got a huge slab of cheddar
and a couple of bottles of shiraz
should anyone wish to question the
validity of my 'business meeting'

Humanity with the in-laws and not feel
uncomfortable. Whatever your choice
of venue we were allowed to mix and
mingle and dance and snog without
restrictions. In the case of the
London, we were even allowed to be
packed together like human sardines.
Thankfully last year Jools still
provided the soundtrack to our
subdued and isolate new year's
celebrations, some things will never
change.

time we have changed our outlook on
life. Material items have taken a back
seat to the simple things in life such
as fresh air, long walks, a bike ride, a
coffee with a friend, trips to the
cinema, football in football grounds
and most of all friends and family.

The question is 'When will we return
to normal' and what will the new
normal look like. I've had a covid
wedding, a cancelled honeymoon
(hopefully the rearranged fixture will
take place 21 months after the
wedding) A football season behind
closed doors. I've had numerous
cinema and theatre trips cancelled.
When I informed my mate Steve that
our trip to see Hamilton (the show)
had been cancelled he replied "I
wouldn't worry I know the ending
Verstappen beats him" Ah! let's not
forget the introduction of sardonic
covid humour.

2022 is just another year but the
history books will show it as being a
continuation of the pandemic that
shook the world. A pandemic that
changed our lives, possibly forever.
But life will go on and it is important
that we continue to be kind to each
other, chase our dreams, make a
positive impact (no matter how small)
and live life to the full. Equally it is
important that we remember those
loved ones that are no longer with us
and cherish the time we have with
those that are still here.

Photos From The Past

I hope that by the time you are
reading this we have managed to
spend a Christmas with friends and
family. A time in which we have given
up some time for reflection and taken
As people we have changed, we've
time to embrace loved ones. A time in
all become neurotic hypochondriacs
which we have raised a glass or two
and at the first sign of a cough we are in celebration and not just to stave off
reaching for the lateral flow testing kit. the boredom of isolation. Personally, I
Come to think of it you could include a hope that I've managed to spend time
sore throat, a sneeze and any other
with family. Watched a Millwall game
ailment you can imagine. We have
over the festive period with my
also learnt to avoid, like the black
extended Millwall family and more
plague, any fellow human being
importantly seen them win. I also
displaying any of the symptoms to the hope to have spent Christmas Eve at
point I would rather let out a loud and the Nakatomi Plaza watching John
smelly fart in a public place than a
McClane take on Hans Gruber and
cough at the risk of becoming a social his band of festive terrorists while
pariah. Maybe that's the real reason
munching on the traditional Chinese
why mask wearing has become
takeaway (Life's simple pleasures and
essential?
traditions)

Covid humour? How can we laugh
about a wicked disease that has
taken friends and family away from
New Years of old have been like a rite us. Maybe we have had to, to retain a
of passage from raucous house
modicum of sanity. Will we refer to
parties to social gatherings in fields to this period of our lives as our own
paying to get into pubs to overpriced
personal WWI or WWII, let's face it
clubs to the far tamer and far more
the casualties have been on par with
sophisticated games nights, which still most major conflicts. We have had to
descend into alcoholic revelry but hey become more resilient and reignite
it's New Year's Eve. When else are
the 'Dunkirk spirit' and at the same
you going to play Cards against

Lydd High Street many years ago (A little quieter than it is today).

I write this in 2021 for your perusal in
2022 and I sincerely hope that you
will be reading this in good health. I
hope that you will have had a very
Merry Christmas and I wish you all a
happy and prosperous new year and
as for those new year's resolutions
they seem irrelevant in the current
climate. I'll forego my own personal
resolutions for an end to covid or
cheaper fuel and electricity.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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At The Movies
With Vince Shell
West Side Story - Cert 12A
On general release
As soon as I heard Spielberg was remaking West Side
Story, I couldn't wait to see what he would do with it. I
fully expected a big budget production but would he
update or change the story. A quick peek of the trailer
soon confirmed that Spielberg hadn't strayed far from the
original. So why remake what is a classic musical?
Based on Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet West Side
Story tells of a forbidden love between White American
Tony and Puerto Rican Maria. The pair meet at a dance
held to encourage peace between rival gangs The white
American Jets, led by Tony's best friend Riff and the
Puerto Rican Sharks, led by Maria's brother Bernardo.
The romance merely fuels the rivalry. So begins a feud
that is destined to end in tragedy.
There are certain changes from the original most notably
changes to locations but the songs of Stephen Sondheim
are all here and just as catchy as ever. The
choreography is first class although the sight of a gang
pirouetting towards me would reduce me to tears of

laughter rather than intimidate me. The young cast shine,
notably Rachel Zeglar as Maria and Mike Faist as Riff
and they certainly breathe new life into a musical that is
60 years young. Ironically some 60 years after the
original, the story is still relevant as the police favour the
white gang while being harder on the Puerto Rican gang
and a trans boy struggles for acceptance among his
masculine peers.
So, to my original question why remake a classic
musical. Well, why not because Spielberg has brought
West Side Story back to life and given a whole new
audience to opportunity to appreciate this timeless
classic.

Spiderman: No Way Home - Cert
12A
On general release
The latest instalment of the Spiderman/Marvel franchise
picks up immediately after Spiderman: Far From Home
after Mysterio has framed Spiderman for murder and
revealed his true identity. Daily Bugle editor J Jonah
Jameson is on a mission to paint Spiderman as Public

Enemy No1 and public opinion is split. When his lawyer Matt
Murdock (Daredevil) gets all charges dropped Peter, girlfriend MJ
and best friend Ned are left to concentrate on their MIT applications.
When their applications are rejected, Peter seeks the help of Doctor
Strange who suggests a spell that will make everyone forget
Spiderman's true identity but when Parker interrupts the spell so
begins a chain of events that will push Spidey to the brink.
Without revealing too much No Way Home brings ALL the previous
Spiderman films together like a Multiverse Friends (and Foes)
Reunited gathering. This film is a Spiderman fans dream come true
and while it weighs heavily on the sentiment it still packs an
explosive punch. It also begs the question who is the best Spidey
and I can say, without fear of contradiction, that Tom Holland was
born to play Spidey. Holland retains the innocence of Parker while
transforming into friendly neighbourhood Spiderman.

ZOE’S
Kitchen
Happy New Year, trust you had a healthy
& happy Christmas.
For 2022 I will focus more on food
waste, it’s a hot topic in my industry &
impacts everyone at home too & can
help people to save money.

Apple &
Mincemeat
Crumble

No Way Home is another Marvel classic and with the stellar cast
couldn't possibly fail. I haven't given too many plot spoilers but what
I will say is do not leave until the credits have completely finished or
you'll miss Venom and Dr Strange trailers. Spiderman and Venom
anyone.

The King's Man - Cert 15
On general release
Firstly a confession this is the first
King's Man film that I've seen but
don't worry because The King's Man
is a prequel showing the birth of the
Kingsman organisation. So, if you
haven't seen the first two don't worry
because, like me, you can catch up
and besides I wouldn't want you to
miss this. I have since seen the 2nd
film (I know totally out of synch)
Kingsman: The Golden Circle
starring the excellent Taron Egerton
so I just need to see the first one
now.
The film begins in South Africa in
1902 when British Aristocrat and
sworn pacifist Orlando Oxford is
visiting a concentration camp with his
wife Emily and son Conrad. When Emily is killed by a Boer sniper
Orlando swears to Emily that he will protect his son from the horrors
of war. However, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (all
together "Take me out") leads to the onset of World War I and
Orlando and Conrad are dragged into the ensuing conflict.
King's Man serves as a spy action film, period drama and history
lesson as we witness the drama of war as it unfolds between
cousins King George, Tsar Nicholas and Kaiser Willheim. As allies
Britain and Russia fight to stop Germany. Then there is the
mysterious 'Shepherd' who is using Rasputin and Mata Hari to fuel
the conflict.
I have to say I was pleasantly surprised by the film and its stellar
cast. Ralph Fiennes is the typically British aristocrat with morals and
courage and Rhys Ifans is given the opportunity to 'overact' in the
role of evil monk Rasputin. The stand out performance comes from
Ex-Bond girl Gemma Arterton as Polly the assassin with a cup of tea
and deadly shot. There's also a blink and miss it cameo from Gavin
and Stacey star Alison Steadman. The action scenes are well played
out including a fencing duel which gives us the action from the P.O.V
from the swords.
The King's Man is a lot of fun and despite the occasional violent and
bloody death evokes images of Downtown Abbey gone rogue. Not to
be missed

Serve 4
2 Bramley Apples (peeled, cored, sliced)
30g Caster Sugar
200g Mincemeat
150g Plain Flour
100g Unsalted Butter
50g Oats
40g Light Brown Sugar
Place the apples in a pan, add a splash of
water, cover with a lid & cook gently for
approximately 5 minutes, stir in the caster
sugar. Allow to cool slightly
Place the mincemeat in the base of an
ovenproof dish
Spread over the cooked apple
Make the crumble topping by placing the
flour in a bowl & rub in the butter
Stir in the oats & sugar
Spoon the crumble mix over the apples
Bake in a pre- heated oven at 180’c for
approximately 30 minutes
Serve with either custard, cream or ice
cream

Did you know, you can read
The Looker online
Plus catch up with over 100 back
issues
www.thelooker.co.uk
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AND ANOTHER THING

points behind Manchester United, but then went on to win14
of their last 15 games to overhaul United on the last day of
…. By Russell Tillson
the season. Victory over Newcastle in the FA Cup Final
sealed the ‘Double’. As we had already defeated Chelsea
Because of our longer Christmas break, we are lucky to 2-0 to win the FA Cup, in 2002 Sylvain Wiltord scored the
have two articles from Russell in this edition….
goal that won Wenger’s second Double at Manchester
United. Arsenal won their final thirteen games that season to
Football is local, tribal, addictive, both trivial and vital. For my overhaul United at the top of the table. It's always
sins, I am what is today described as a Gooner. In other
Manchester United – a great club but my personal bete
words, I am an Arsenal man. Upstarts should understand
noire! A goalless draw in the FA Cup Final at Cardiff’s
that the correct moniker is Gunner. The club was founded as Millennium Stadium in 2005 was followed by a penalty
Dial Square Football Club in 1886 by a group of workers
shootout, won 5-4 by Arsenal, with the winning penalty
employed by the Dial Square workshop at the armaments
scored by Patrick Vieira. We specialise in goals at the death.
factory in Woolwich. The club became Royal Arsenal after its In 2009 Andy Linigan scored in the last minute of extra time
first game, combining the Royal Oak pub, where team
to beat Sheffield Wednesday 2-1 in the Cup Final replay. I
members met, and the Arsenal munitions factory. Initially the have been fortunate to watch my Club win the league six
club played on Plumstead Common and then on the
times, as well as feature in fourteen FA Cup Finals. Four we
adjacent Manor Ground. In 1891, Royal Arsenal became the lost – 1972 (Leeds), 1978 (Ipswich), 1980 (West Ham) and
first London club to turn professional. The name was
2001 (Liverpool). Ten we won – 1971 (Liverpool), 1979
changed to Woolwich Arsenal in 1893, the first Southern
(Manchester United), 1993 (Sheffield Wednesday), 1998
club invited to join the Football League, starting in
(Newcastle), 2002 (Chelsea), 2003 (Southampton), 2005
the Second Division and reaching the First Division in 1904. (Manchester United), 2014 (Hull City), 2015 (Aston Villa) and
The Club moved to Highbury in Islington in 1913, having
2017 (Chelsea). We also beat Chelsea in 2020, but
been relegated to the Second Division. It replaced the
unfortunately there could be no spectators because of the
"Woolwich" in its name with "The" in April 1914, finally
pandemic.
becoming plain "Arsenal" in 1919, although the press
continued to refer to them as "The Arsenal" and
Arsenal’s North London rivals are of course Tottenham
longstanding supporters such as me have always done so.
Hotspur. The chant heard most often at the Emirates sees
younger supporters confirming their hatred of Spurs – even
For much of Arsenal's history, the home colours have been
Arsenal goals are often greeted with such references! I have
bright red shirts with white sleeves and white shorts. The
never hated Spurs – indeed, I come from a generation
choice of red followed a charitable donation of shirts
where most games were played on Saturday afternoons and
from Nottingham Forest soon after Arsenal's foundation in
some supporters had season tickets at both clubs (though I
1886. Two of Dial Square's founding members were former
never had!). I have always believed that Spurs try to play a
Forest players who had moved to Woolwich for work. The
stylish, attacking game. The problem is that they have never
shirt was redcurrant and was worn with white shorts and
been much good at it. Most younger Arsenal fans probably
socks with blue and white hoops. In 1933, white sleeves
don’t know that during the Blitz, a bomb fell on the North
were added and the shade changed to a brighter pillar
Bank, destroying the roof. Highbury was closed and Arsenal
box red. The red and white shirts define the Arsenal and the played their home matches at White Hart Lane. What gives
team have worn the combination ever since. Arsenal’s crests spice to the rivalry are the events of 1919, a year in which
have always featured at least one cannon and for many
Arsenal were controversially promoted, despite having only
decades have been rendered in colour. The present cannon finished sixth in the Second Division in 1914–15, the last
faces east and the colours are red, gold and dark blue, with
season of competitive football before the War. The First
the club's name written in a sans-serif typeface above the
Division was being expanded from 20 teams to 22, and the
cannon.
two new entrants were elected at a Football League AGM.
Precedent suggested the two places would be given to the
clubs that would otherwise have been relegated, Chelsea
My first Arsenal game was at Highbury against Sheffield
and Tottenham. Instead, one was awarded to Chelsea and a
Wednesday on 2nd February 1956. I was a small boy and
ballot held for the remaining place. The League voted to
we won by 6 goals to 3. I imagined all games must be like
promote Arsenal, for their "long service to league football",
this and I was hooked. That same thrill of anticipation and
having been the first southern League club. This decision
pride every time the side runs out at the start has remained
with me for over sixty years. Arsenal almost always perform spurred a rivalry between Arsenal and Tottenham that
persists to this day. A few years ago, on holiday in Germany I
on the big stage, often leaving it until the very end of the
met a fanatical Norwich City fan, and we quickly started
game. In 1971 a young Ray Kennedy (who sadly died in
discussing football. ‘Of course, you’re not a real supporter’
2021) headed the winning goal at White Hart Lane with
three minutes to go to enable Arsenal to overhaul Leeds and my companion informed me. Having been watching the
Arsenal for sixty years, this seemed somewhat odd, and so I
to win the title. In the same year Charlie George scored a
enquired why. Without hesitation, ‘Because you’ve never
spectacular goal in the 111th minute to defeat Liverpool to
been relegated – you don’t know what it’s like’, she
give Arsenal their first Double. The iconic picture of Charlie
lying flat on his back with arms outstretched adorns many a explained. Well, regardless of the circumstances of their
promotion, Arsenal have remained in the top division since
living room or study to this day, including mine. In what is
probably the most dramatic of FA Cup Finals in 1979, and on 1919, and hold the English record for the longest unbroken
a boiling hot afternoon, Arsenal led Manchester United by 2 stretch of top-flight football. The Club’s periods of great
achievement have, however, been widely dispersed. Arsenal
goals to nil and were heading comfortably for victory until
United scored twice in rapid succession with five minutes to won five league championships in the 1930s but only three
go. Alan Sunderland restored our lead with the winning goal in the fifty seasons from 1938–39 to 1987–88. The post-war
period saw the club claim another two League titles (1948,
with seconds to play. But the highlight of my Arsenal career
1953) and the FA Cup (1950).
was the game at Anfield on 26th May 1989, five days after
the Cup Final, which Liverpool had already won. The game
decided the Championship. Arsenal had to win by two goals Bertie Mee led Arsenal to their first League Cup finals, in
to nil to take the title. Michael Thomas scored our second
1968 and 1969, while we won the European Fairs Cup in
with seconds to go. I don’t think I have ever been so ecstatic. 1970. At last, next season we finally tasted real success,
I have certainly never drunk so much.
claiming the League and Cup ‘Double’. That side was soon
broken up and the rest of the decade saw a long string of
second-place league finishes and Cup final losses, with the
Arsene Wenger won the title in his first full season as
manager in 1997-98. In early February, Arsenal were twelve last-minute 1979 Cup victory being the only bright spot. We
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met with more success under George Graham
(1986–1995), collecting two League titles, two League Cups,
an FA Cup, and our only European Cup Winners' Cup
in 1994.
Arsène Wenger, appointed in 1996, is our longest serving
and most successful manager and ushered in a golden age
for Arsenal. Attacking football, an overhaul of dietary and
fitness practices, and a fanatical desire to win matches
defined his reign. He transformed the club, partly by the
recruitment of French players such as Robert Pirés, Patrick
Vieira and Thierry Henry. He restored our reputation for
stylish, attacking football as for years Arsenal had been
criticised for being dour and defensive – game after game
saw the chant ‘one-nil to the Arsenal’ ringing round the
ground in the pretty safe knowledge that there would be no
further goals. Arsenal won a second League and Cup
double in 1997–98 and a third in 2001–02. The club reached
the final of the 1999–2000 UEFA Cup, collected
the 2003 and 2005 FA Cups, and won the League
in 2003–04 without losing a single match, which earned the
side the nickname "The Invincibles". This feat came within a
run of 49 league matches unbeaten from 7 May 2003 to 24
October 2004, a national record, with the sequence ended
at Manchester United. Arsenal finished either first or second
in the league in eight of Wenger's first nine seasons at the
club. In 2005–06 Arsenal became the first London club to
reach the final of the Champions League, where we were
beaten 2–1 by Barcelona. Between 1998 and 2017, Arsenal
qualified for the Champions League for 19 consecutive
seasons. After 2005 the club won nothing until Hull City were
beaten in the 2014 FA Cup Final, Arsenal coming back from
a two goal deficit to win 3–2. A year later, Arsenal won the
Cup again, defeating Aston Villa. However, in that same
season, Arsenal finished fifth in the league, for the first time
outside the top four since before Wenger’s arrival. After
another unspectacular season the following year, Wenger
left Arsenal on 13 May 2018, to be succeeded by Unai
Emery. In his first season (2018/19), Arsenal finished fifth in
the League and were runners-up in the Europa League. In
2019, Emery was dismissed and former club captain Mikel
Arteta was appointed as the new head coach a few weeks
later. Arsenal finished eighth in 1919-20, the lowest placing
since 1994–95, but beat Chelsea 2–1 to earn a 14th FA
Cup win. The 2020-21season saw another eighth-place
finish, the Club not qualifying for any sort of European
competition for the first time in 26 years.
Highbury Stadium was the club's home from September
1913 until May 2006. It was my second home, a place I
adored, where I made my greatest friends and where I have
my fondest memories. The original stadium had been given
a massive overhaul in the 1930s: new art deco West and
East stands were constructed, opening in 1932 and 1936
respectively.
The East Stand housed the offices, changing rooms and
main entrance, with the famous marble halls, the location of
the bronze bust of Herbert Chapman. Arsenal’s rise to
prominence came with the luring of Chapman from
champions Huddersfield in 1925 to manage the Club. He
improved the training regime, changed the club's traditional
2-3-5 formation, spent large sums on established star
players and young prospects, and added numbers and
white sleeves to the players' red shirts. Arsenal's strength
was such that seven of those who played
for England against World Champions Italy in 1934 were on
Arsenal's books, a record number from a single club.
Highbury could hold more than 60,000 spectators at its
peak, and I recall being almost crushed in many a packed
house there in the days before I could afford to retreat to the
seated comfort of the stand. Premier League regulations
obliged Arsenal to convert Highbury to an all-seater stadium
for the 1993–94 season, reducing the capacity to 38,419.
The Club wanted to expand the stadium but wasn't given

permission because the East Stand was designated as
a Grade II listed building, while the other three stands were
close to residential properties. The final game at Highbury
was on 7th May 2006. We beat Wigan 4-2, Henry scored a
hat trick, and we leapfrogged Spurs to secure fourth place in
the League and thus Champions League football. I had
graduated over half a century from paying one and sixpence
for a boy’s entry to the North Bank to £1250 for my season
ticket in the East Stand. That final match marked the end of
an era and the occasion was tinged with profound sadness.
The new Emirates Stadium, 500 yards south-west of
Highbury, was up and running for the start of the 2006–07
season. As a reminder of Highbury, four years later, the
stands were officially titled North Bank, East Stand, West
Stand and Clock End. It is a state-of-the-art arena, and has
all the facilities you could want, but for many of us it can
never replace our spiritual home at Highbury.
Arsenal's 13 League Championships is the third highest in
English football, after Manchester United (20) and Liverpool
(19). We have won the FA Cup more times – 14 – than any
other Club, and have achieved three League and FA Cup
"Doubles" - in 1971, 1998 and 2002. The 2001-02 Double
winning side was the only Club in top division history to have
scored in every league match. Arsenal were the first London
club to reach the final of the Champions League, in 2006,
losing 2–1 to Barcelona. Arsenal hold the record for the
longest run of unbeaten League matches (49 between May
2003 and October 2004). This included all 38 matches of the
title-winning 2003–04 season, when Arsenal became only
the second club to finish a top-flight campaign unbeaten,
after Preston (who played only 22 matches) in 1888–89.
David O'Leary holds the record for Arsenal appearances,
with 722 matches between 1975 and 1993. Arsenal’s top
goal scorer is Thierry Henry (228), followed by Ian Wright
(185). Between 15th September and 23rd November 1994
Ian Wright scored (16 goals) in 12 consecutive matches The
Club’s youngest goal scorer was Cesc Fabregas, who
scored at the age of 16 years 212 days in the home League
Cup victory over Wolves on 2nd December 2003. Arsenal
featured in the first edition of the BBC's Match of the Day,
which screened highlights of their away match at Liverpool
on 22 August 1964.
My favourite all-time Arsenal player? I am too young to have
watched the stars of the 1930s - Charlie Buchan, Alex
James, Ted Drake, Cliff Bastin and Joe Mercer, though I
have acquired programmes from those glorious times. In my
early years supporting the Club my top players were Frank
McLintock, George (Geordie) Armstrong, Bob Wilson, Liam
(Chippy) Brady, Charlie George and John Radford. Later, I
particularly admired Kenny Sansom, Paul Merson, Nigel
Winterburn, Ian Wright, and David Seaman. More recently,
there were Ray Parlour, Patrick Vieira, Robert Pires, Cesc
Fabregas, Thierry Henry and the incomparable Dennis
Bergkamp. There are others I have loved and could
nominate, but one hero stands out for me – Tony Adams.
Adams, described by (Professor) Wenger as ‘a professor of
defence’, and our captain and leader for 14 years, made 669
appearances. Derided as a donkey by his ill-informed critics,
he won ten major trophies, including league titles in three
different decades. Hope springs eternal. The present
Arsenal squad is the youngest in the premier league. We
started the 2021-22 season with three straight defeats and
were rooted to the bottom of the division for the first time in
my lifetime. Since those dark early days there has been a
revival and by Christmas Arsenal were challenging for
Champions League qualification. The revival is based
around the most talented crop of young ‘Hale End’ players I
have seen in all my years of watching the Club – on a par, I
believe, with the Busby babes of the late 1950s and the
Beckham generation at Manchester United. Our last league
championship win was in 2004; so long as the appalling
VAR does not deprive us of our just desserts, I am confident
that the next is not far away. As the song says – Good Old
Arsenal. We’re Proud to say That Name.
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch
Well, here we are at the beginning of a new gardening year.
If you’ve made any new year resolutions, do they include
how we will manage our gardens/allotments/window boxes
this year? Personally speaking, I always enjoy planning
what I intend to grow in the vegetable garden in the months
ahead, just as much as I enjoy harvesting the fruits of my
labours! This is always a time of hope- hope that crops will
germinate prolifically, that the weather will be ideal for crops
to mature, and that the harvest will be plentiful! It’s good to
dream!

Finally, either order your seeds from the many catalogues
available, or buy off the shelf at stores and garden centres.
I find this helps to dispel winter gloom and gives us
something to look forward to.
Flowers and Shrubs.

One word sums up gardening in January. “Tidying” Most
gardens look very dreary, and there is lots of tidying up to
so. So much dead stuff to tidy away, shrubs and bushes to
prune. If dried tops are attractive, like poppy heads or
This year, I’m going for quality rather than quantity, and
hydrangea, they can be left, a certain amount of foliage can
cutting back on producing too many seedlings which end up act as a mulch if the weather turns really cold. Old dahlia
on the compost heap because there’s no room at the inn.
and chrysanthemum stalks can be cut away. Some purists
always lift and store dahlia tubers, but in this part of the
It’s perhaps a bit early for sowing most seeds at the
world they survive quite well. Probably only need lifting if
moment, although it’s worth sowing Aquadulce Broad
you want to move them or divide them.
Beans now as they will germinate in early spring and give
you a crop in May/June. If you have a sunny ledge or
Talking of dividing perennials, (those plants that come up
windowsill indoors, you can make a sowing of tomato
every year) can be lifted and divided now. While dormant.
seeds, but make sure that they won’t get chilled by being
You can divide them with a spade, quite ruthlessly, or 2
too near the glass. Unheated conservatories can get very
forks back to back, and replant them in different parts of the
cold overnight at this time of year. Once seeds have
garden. This is good for them, as they sometimes start to
germinated, turn the tray round 180 degrees every couple
die from the middle, so instead of a neat bunch, they sprawl
of days to prevent seedlings bending over towards the light out around an empty space.
and becoming spindly.
You probably have spring bulbs coming up by now, and that
Outdoor work is invigorating on a dry, sunny winter day.
is always an encouraging sign. If they are in a sheltered
Here are some jobs you may still need to do:
space, beside a wall, facing south, it is amazing how soon
they can be flowering! We have taken post -Christmas
Rake up any leaves still lying about and store them in black walks and seen daffodils flowering!
polythene bags. They will rot down and in a couple of years
make excellent compost. This includes the lawn, using a
Pruning. It is too late to prune Spring flowering shrubs, the
lawn rake with fine spines to gather up leaves, twigs etc,
flower buds will be forming on last years wood. EG forsythia
and this will also aerate the grass. Because we’ve had fairly and cherry. But all other shrubs can be pruned. Take out all
mild weather so far, your lawn is probably still growing, so a inward and downward facing branches, and cut off the
gentle haircut on a dry day will help to keep the grass
branches that are too long, just above a leaf bud. The size
growing evenly.
is your choice, I have a rule that I prune shrubs, standing
on the ground, which is my criteria for keeping them under
If you have raised beds, check the condition of the
control. A personal choice, there is no horticultural reason
woodwork. If it’s rotting or coming apart at the corners, now for it! Use good secateurs or a lopper. Try not to mangle the
is the time for remedial action before you start sowing and
bough and branches, but do a neat cut.
planting. Shuttering from a local timber merchant is a and
good idea or, if you have access to palettes, the wood can
Fruit trees and bushes cause some worry among
be creatively re-cycled to make repairs.
gardeners. This has to be more scientific, so refer to a book
on the subject. Apples fall into 3 classes, so it is important
Digging over the vegetable patch may seem a chore, but an to do it properly. The same applies to fruit bushes, some
essential part of keeping the soil in good condition. This is
flowering and fruiting on old wood, some on new wood, so
also a good time to remove as much bindweed root as
important to get it right. All bushes and trees benefit from
possible. Many people have commented how prolific
not having a clutter of minor/dead and dying branches in
bindweed was in 2021, so get rid of as much of those white the centre. Pear and plum trees, don’t really need pruning
roots as possible and get them off the premises. DON’T put for fruiting reasons, but in our small modern gardens, they
them in the compost heap, instead put them in your garden may have to be kept under control, for management
waste bin or book a slot at the local “tip”! Whilst digging,
reasons, or because they are getting tangled up with other
add rotted down manure or compost to enrich the soil.
things.
If your garden is exposed to the winds across the Marsh, try
erecting some netting to protect greenhouses/tender shrubs
from those damaging blasts. Netting is supposed to cut
wind speed down by 10 to 15%, which can make all the
difference in these times of stronger, gusty gales.
If you have any outbuildings, fit them with guttering to
collect rainwater, a precious commodity if we have long
spells of dry weather, and will also save on your water bills.
You can also fit a special attachment to your rainwater
downpipe to collect water into a butt. Search Google for
more details or visit a garden centre/hardware store.
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If not already done, roses of all sorts can be pruned, again
neatly and cleanly, with the cut above a bud.
If you have a greenhouse, it may benefit from a wash and
brush up, cleaning the glass, having a pot washing session
etc. Especially if the weather is miserable, it is very cosy
working in your greenhouse, even if not heated!
As we write, the days are lengthening and the birds have
started singing, so welcome to the promise of 2022 in the
garden. Happy Gardening.

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch
New Year Resolutions
– think small!
This is the time of year, when we try and develop more
healthy habits, both physically and mentally. Many
resolutions are broken within days, but the secret is to
THINK SMALL. Give yourself small achievable targets,
so you can feel the satisfaction of achieving them, which
will help you to be successful in the next step. There is
a line in a hymn, which holds a truth, even if you have
never been to a church!

“Each victory will help you
one other to win”
I have said before, remember there are no magic bullets
for achieving change. As a retired practice nurse, I
helped a lot of people to give up smoking, and eat more
healthily. When studying “models for change” it was
surprising, but logical, that actually doing the change is
more than half way along the path! First there is
becoming aware that you need to change, then
exploring how it can be achieved, and then how that
change will fit into my lifestyle. This is vital. There is no
point in trying to change anything, if it doesn’t fit into
your daily routine. We spent a lot of time with people
who were trying to give up smoking, thinking through
what you will do when you normally have a cigarette,
especially what to do with your hands!
Most people are aware that excess fat, sugar and salt
are the baddies in your diet. For example. It is easy to
say, I am going to give up sugar in drinks, but almost
impossible in one go. Setting impossible targets, is
setting yourself up to fail. Instead go for a week with
quarter of a spoonful less. Then the next week, as you
get used to it, knock off another quarter and so on. In 2
months you will be taking tea without sugar!
If you have an unhealthy, calorie heavy take-away 4
times a week, reduce it to 3, then 2, then 1, and then as
an occasional treat and so on.
This is a great time of year for the slimming industry.
There are a lot of local classes for a famous slimming
group. But if you can’t afford it, or haven’t the time or
inclination, you can do a lot on your own. As mentioned
we all know the baddies, and too much processed food
(made in a factory) is always bad news. Try cooking
from scratch, even if you reckon you can’t cook. It is
really easy, it is just a matter of taking some time.
Charity shops are virtually giving away cookery books.
Basic vegs are very cheap at present, and Aldi and Lidl
have amazing bargains in all fresh food. Try and aim for
that 5-a –day you heard about, in fruit and veg.

-They have a mainly plant based diet. Meat is an
occasional treat.
-They do a lot of gardening. In many cases, it is more
like farming- they need to grow food to live. But on
every score, gardening is good for you. During the
lockdown, people found great benefit to their overall
health, in every way, when gardening. Many community
gardens have sprung up, and doctors are prescribing
gardening for depression and anxiety. Many people with
very serious mental health issues and special
educational needs have hugely improved through
gardening. When we tend plants, something beneficial
happens in our brains, as well as the life enhancing
properties of fresh food.
-They stay physically active throughout the day. This
has been shown to be more beneficial than sitting down
all day, and having a frantic hour in the gym. This is
difficult to achieve if you sit at a computer all day, or
drive a bus, but try whenever possible, to build in more
exercise as you go along. If working at home, take time
out for a walk. Park further away, when using car. If
travelling by bus, get off a stop earlier and give yourself
more of a walk. Dancing is great exercise, so always
worth trying to join a class or group.
-They stay closely connected to their communities, and
are heavily involved in loving and caring. Caring can be
family, friends, neighbours, pets, or volunteering, but
caring is good for our souls. So worth joining a group or
class, if you don’t already belong.
-They often have a faith. Fanatics have tarnished the
reputation of all faiths, but, at their best, faiths gives you
a structured, moderate code of conduct, a set of values
to live by, and structure your life around. Most faiths
believe in prayer, which gives an outlet for anxieties,
worries, griefs, losses, illness and despair, which is
beneficial to our health and well- being. In a study,
practicing Christians were shown have a better health
record than the average Briton. Not suggesting you’ve
got to rush off to church on Sunday, just a fact!
Wishing you all the best for 2022.

Blue Zones.
Being healthy, of course is not just about what you eat.
There are areas in the world, when people naturally live
long and, as important, healthy lives. Scientists have
studied these areas, called blue zones, wondering why
these people live longer than others. Some of the
results make sense, but good to be reminded of the
factors.
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‘Going to the Pictures’ in the 1950s & 60s
After the Second World War and through to the
1960s, one of the
most popular
forms of
entertainment
was ‘going to the
pictures’. The
local district was
well covered with
seven cinemas in
the area. The
Cinema in Lydd
(pictured)
opened in the
High Street in
1916 and was
called the
Playhouse
Cinema until 1937 when it was named the Lydd
Cinema. It was sold in 1959 and was renamed
the Regal Cinema until it closed in 1964.
The Ritz Cinema in Hythe was opened in 1937,
there were stalls and a
small circle, and the
cinema was taken over
by an independent
operator in 1953. It
closed in 1965 and
then had a varied life
as a bingo hall and
Classic Cinemas took control. They divided the
circle off and made it into a small 275 seat
cinema, renamed the Vogue Cinema. Mecca Ltd.
took over in 1973 and they continued to operate
the cinema section as the Mecca Cinema.
Classic Cinemas took over again a few years
later and it closed in 1984.
Also in Hythe was the Grove Cinema, located in
the centre of the town where Aldi used to be. It
was known locally as ‘The Flea Pit’ and was
demolished when the road was widened.

the area and was equipped
with a Compton organ and
there was also a restaurant
which contained a small
dance floor. It was
renamed the Odeon in
1940 and it closed in 1974
and the organ was transported to Holland.
The Central Cinema in
Folkestone opened in 1912 with
900 seats and was enlarged in
1921 when the roof was raised
and a second balcony installed.
The Essoldo Cinemas chain
took over in 1946 and Classic
Cinemas took over in 1982 and
it was renamed the Classic. It
was converted into a triple
screen cinema in 1973 and
renamed the Curzon Cinema,
later to become the Cannon
Cinema and it closed in 1988.
The Playhouse Cinema in
Guildhall Street opened in 1912
and in 1929 a Compton organ
was installed. The cinema was
closed during World War Two and
reopened in 1946 by the Essoldo
Cinemas chain. It closed in 1962
and a supermarket was built on
the site.
The Savoy Cinema at the top of
Grace Hill opened as the Electric
Theatre in 1910. It was renamed
the Savoy in 1928 but fire
destroyed the building shortly
afterwards. It was rebuilt with the
seating capacity increased to over
900. It was closed for a short time
during the War and it was taken
over by Star Cinemas in the
late1950s and it closed in 1961.

Occasionally, especially between the wars, there
The Odeon Cinema in Sandgate Road
Folkestone was called the Astoria when it opened were also picture shows at the Ship Hotel and the
Assembly Rooms in New Romney.
in 1935. It was probably the smartest cinema in

DEVELOPMENT LAND WANTED NOW
Leo@livingstonehomes.co.uk or call :07711 284959
We are actively looking for land for residential development all over the South East of Kent. We
have a great track record of successful planning applications that maximise land values

Livingstone Homes Proud to sponsor Marsh Memories

The Omicron variant is still with us, and causing problems, but
(today 5.1.22) most church services are still functioning, with
restrictions in place. Most noticeably wearing masks all the time,
including singing. Keep an eye on your own church notices for last
minute changes, depending on the situation.

Food Bank
These are continuing with a delivery only service. If you are
struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it applies to single
people and couples, not just people with children) Ring Citizens
Advice Bureau, on free phone 080 2082138 to explain your
problem and obtain a voucher. The food will be delivered to your
home. You can have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food, and
help in other ways, if your problems need to be referred to another
agency.
If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC number
01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd on
01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the day of the food bank,
which is Tuesdays in New Romney, from 5.30pm-7pm and Fridays
in Lydd.
There are collections points in most supermarkets and churches.
The most useful items at present are, shaving foam, tinned meat,
hot and cold, vegetarian options, children’s toothpaste, washing up
liquid and toilet rolls. They do not need, cereal, pasta, rice, tinned
baked beans or tinned soup.

Brookland, St Augustine.

Lydd, All Saints.
Usual morning service at 10.30am every Sunday.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
Usual service is at 11am on Sundays. The successful coffee
mornings will not be held this month, as is usual, but will
recommence on Saturday, February 19th from 10am -12md.

Romney Marsh Community Church
Worship has continued, with the new Covid restrictions, and is now
back to normal on Sunday mornings at 10.30am. Children’s
teaching and craft during the service takes place, and all are
welcome to the services, with a combination of old and new
Christian music. The prayer meetings and home groups have also
started again, and the Thursday morning toddler group. If
interested, come along on a Thursday, meet the team and the
people who come. It meets from 9-11am. The church on North
Street is also the venue for the food bank, see top of article for
more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans.
The fortnightly services have recommenced, and the next one is
on, Sunday, January 23rd at 9am. a friendly group, so all would be
welcome. Attendance at the candlelit Carol service on December
19th was good given all the worries about Covid just before
Christmas, and much enjoyed by all who came to the inspiring and
evocative service.

There is a community cupboard in the church, which is open during
St Mary’s Bay.
the day, and free to anyone who feels they are struggling to buy
Usual services at 10.30am.
food. It is supplied by volunteers, and an initiative of the C/E
Primary School in Brookland, as part of their community efforts to
help people not so fortunate. It is a school project for a year, but it I Fund raising and social events. Saturday, January 15th 10am,
hoped it will become a permanent feature, to serve the community. Bacon butties and bingo! Monday, January 24th, Bingo.2.30pm.
There is also a bookshop, selling books, funds for the church. It is
on a donation basis.

St Mary in the Marsh.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
The church and village are seeking to bring the village hall back to
life. There is a social media page www.facebook.com/
burmarshhallrenovations/ if you would like to keep up to date. They
are hoping to open a justgiving page soon, and are hoping the
demolition order for the dangerous back extension will be granted
soon.

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul.
The church is in need of an organist, so if you, or anyone you
know would be able to help, please get in touch with any member
of the PCC or Rev Chris Hodgkins on 01797 335003.
There is a bible study, on Tuesday mornings starting at 10.30 for
coffee and the study itself, starts at about 11am and closes at MD.
You can bring a packed lunch, and remain to chat, if you wish.

Greatstone, St Peters.
The new hall is up and running, and being used by several groups
during the week. There is a service every Sunday morning at
10.30am, alternatively a morning worship and communion. The
fund that was raising money for the hall, is now raising money to
develop the garden, at present just weedy shingle. For anyone
with access to the benefice magazine, “Marsh Matters” there is an
amazing photo of St Peter’s being built, with absolutely nothing
around it, just an endless sea of shingle. Hard to imagine
nowadays!

Ivychurch. St George.
Saturday, January 15th Free brunch, from 10.30-12.30am. Bacon
butties etc, and football table, and information, about the Parish
council and Ivychurch Amenities Association.
Thursday, January 20th, David Lean film, “The Last Bus”. Doors
open at 7pm for 7.30pm start. Both events in the village hall.

Following discussion with the PCC, it has been decided to keep
the monthly Evensong at 6.30pm on the 2nd Sunday of each
month. The external work has been completed on the outside of te
church, and the weather vane has been regilded and returned to
it’s positon.

Church Chuckle
Gervase Phinn, a writer, and retired schools inspector in Yorkshire
for English and Drama. Told the following story.
He was invited to many infant nativity plays. On one occasion, he
was milling around backstage and chatting to the children before
the start. He started chatting to the tall and serious lad who was
obviously Joseph. “And what do they call the baby in the story?”
asked Mr Phinn. The astonishing reply was “Wayne” Taken aback,
Sir asked “are you sure, I thought he was called something else”
No said the boy firmly, “definitely Wayne, Sir” “What made you
thing his name was Wayne” asked the bemused Mr Phinn. “Well,
sir, ain’t we singin’ about him all the time “ a Wayne in a manger”

Wit and Wisdom.
Remembering “Arch” Desmond tutu, a great man. A local retired
priest, Revd Sheila McCloghlan, also told an amusing story. In
1988, there was an international gathering of bishops and
archbishops in London. Security was tight, because death threats
had been issued against the Sudanese bishops, because of a civil
war raging in that country. Sheila was on the staff of Lambeth
Palace, the London home of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
acted as a steward to the venue. They were told to admit no one,
at all, without a security pass. A black gentleman approached
Sheila, and she barred his way. But I’m Desmond Tutu. Thinking to
herself, oh yes, and I’m Maggie Thatcher, she insisted he couldn’t
come in without a pass, so he had to go back to his lodgings and
get it. He was Desmond Tutu!! Sheila had the honour of meeting
him several times since, and he always remembered the incident,
with that lovely, good humoured laugh!

Lydd Golf Club
Romney Road,
Romney Marsh
TN29 9LS
Tuesdays 7.00pm
Call Andrea:
07815193402

New Romney Scout Hut
Church Lane, New Romney
TN28 8ES

Hythe
Roman Catholic Church Hall
Lower Blackhouse Hill CT21 5LS

Dymchurch
Village Hall,
Orgaswick Avenue

Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.00pm
Friday 9.30am & 11.30
Call Sue:
07841703793

Wednesdays 9.30am & 11.00am
Thursdays 4.00pm, 5.30pm &
7.00pm
Call Kirsty:
07980940368

Mondays 5.45pm
Call Karen:
07747014434

