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New Romney appears to
have a new fire engine,
well not quite new as the
station became the
recipient of what appeared
to be a brand spanking
new fire engine. The only
trouble was on closer
inspection it was not new,
but a fully restored engine
that was stationed at New
Romney for many years.

The story started over
eight years ago when a
team of the station’s
firefighters clubbed
together to purchase the
town’s former ‘Dennis’ fire
appliance, with the view to

restoring it to its former
glory. Some of the team
behind the project were
former station manager
Tony Smart, who had been
involved with the station as
Sub Station Manager, and
his son James who was,
and still is a serving
fireman. Also a group of
other station personnel,
both current and past,
wanted to restore the
former station fire engine
to use for fund raising and
classic vehicle events
across the South East.
After buying the old
‘Dennis’ Type D Water
Ladder which the station

received back in 1973,
restoration was slow as
Tony was diagnosed with
cancer and sadly passed
away.

However, it was always
James’s ambition to
restore the fire engine in
memory of his father.
The project was put on
hold with the engine being
stored in a safe place to try
and stop the further
deterioration of the vehicle.
Fast forward to last year
when a small number of
‘insiders’ headed up by the
Watch Manager Allan
Brown, contacted the TV

STOPPINGUP
ORDER
FRUSTRATES
GREENCAMPAIGN
GROUPYETAGAIN

Folkestone & Hythe District
Council’s application for a
stopping up and diversion
order at Princes Parade has
been granted by the Secretary
of State for Transport.
Following a a petition and
representations from 172
objectors, the submission was
subject to a six-day public
inquiry conducted by an
independent Inspector in
October and November 2021.
The Stopping Up of Highways
(South East) Order is made
under Section 247 of the Town
and Country PlanningAct
1990. Successful application
for costs was made by
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council against the Save
Princes Parade organisation.
The council leader, Cllr David
Monk, said he was ‘’very
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New Romney gets a new
Fire Engine…



pleased the order has been granted
following a thorough nd detailed
assessment of the application by an
independent inspector.”

The site includes the eastern part of
Princes Parade from near to the junction
with Seabrook Road It also includes the
land between the parade and the Royal
Military Canal to the north.

The Order relates to the closure of
Princes Parade and the proposed new
road. The effect of the Order is to stop-up
871m of Princes Parade and land related
to Sea Point Car Park. A new highway
right is provided on a diverted highway,
which will run from the eastern end of
Princes Parade, divert north towards the
RMC and then run along the land in-
between the parade and the RMC before
diverting back to and re-joining Princes
Parade.

The existing car parking along Princes
Parade is inconvenient and dangerous
as it is along a narrow road and directly
adjacent to the existing splash wall,
necessitating people to exit their cars
either directly adjacent to the wall or into
the carriageway. The new, widened,
promenade would provide a dedicated
cycle lane, improving safety and
convenience both for cyclists and
pedestrians. The new road would also
be safer for cyclists because it would be
wider and the parked cars set off from
the carriageway. The new road would
result in marginally longer journey times
because of the reduced speed limit and
longer route. For approximately 60% of
the route, Princes Parade would remain
by the sea.

Objectors to the Order included the
Save Princes Parade (SPP) group and
several District and Hythe councillors,
led by County Councillor Rory Love,
who had earlier organised a petition
which had therefore prompted the
Inquiry.

They argued there would be a shortfall
in parking spaces compared to the 172
at present; that access to the beach and
visual amenity would be restricted; that

parking for the disabled would be
worsened; that the new road would
cause harm to biodiversity; that the
diversion would result in increased traffic
and congestion on Seabrook Road’ and
that the diverted traffic would create
noise and pollution detrimental to the
setting of the RMC. Councillor Love
argued that traffic calming measures
would result in displaced traffic, which
would negatively affect local highway
junctions. He suggested that the
diversion could be amended so that the
new road only diverts around the leisure
centre before curving back to Princes
Parade, though offered no details. This
is not therefore a realistic consideration
before the Secretary of State.

The inspector concluded that 123
parking spaces would be provided, fewer
than the 172 currently available on

Princes Parade, but
materially higher than
the maximum car
parking demand of
100 spaces recorded
in the parking survey.
He was therefore
satisfied that the
number of spaces will
be sufficient to meet
peak demand, and
that they would also
be of better quality,

with 71 spaces to be provided in a
dedicated car park. Moreover, 142
spaces would remain along Princes
Parade to the west of the Order land,
while dedicated parking for the disabled
bays would be provided in the car park to
the west.

Importantly, the new road would clearly
be safer, being wider, traffic calmed,
providing dedicated pedestrian crossing
points and a cycle lane, and with on-
street parking set back from the main
carriageway.

The inspector added that there was no
evidence that the slightly slower road
would lead to a material diversion of
traffic onto Seabrook Road.

The inspector acknowledged that the
RMC is an important and valued
recreational area local people and that it
would be harmed by the diverted traffic,
but only to a small degree, with the
proposed planting to the embankment
between the RMC and the new road
mitigating the effects by providing a
visual and noise barrier.

This is the latest in a string of failures by
SPP to arrest the development at
Princes Parade.
Councillor Rory
Love greeted the
judgement with
dismay,
describing it as
‘disappointing
news for
residents in
Sandgate,
Seabrook, Hythe,
and beyond.’ He added that “I did my
best to give residents a chance to have
their say, and I’m pleased that I had the
opportunity to speak up for those who
feel aggrieved by this inappropriate
development proposal at the public
inquiry that I secured with my colleague,
Cllr AndyWeatherhead.“

There is a six-week period from 3rd
February whereby objectors may apply
for a judicial review, if considered there
are grounds to do so. This would be a
very expensive course of action for SPP
to pursue, and the definitive nature of the
recommendation endorsed by the
Secretary of State makes it difficult to
envisage credible grounds for a
challenge to the Order. An earlier judicial
review, in 2019, was unsuccessful.

Trades - Project Management, Roofing,
Carpentry, Extensions, Refurbishments,

New Builds, Driveways, Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Landscaping, Fencing, General Building.

Tel 07599305370
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‘Car SOS’ which specialises in taking
on restoration projects that have
fallen by the wayside of classic
vehicles and restores them,
unbeknown to the owner. So the
‘Dennis’ fire engine was taken away
from New Romney, without James
knowing, and off to a secret
restoration workshop in Surrey.
Over 1,000 man hours went into
turning a very ‘unroadworthy fire
engine’ into something that was
shining as much as the day it was
first in service. The team that did the
work on the engine said that the
hardest part was getting the brakes
fixed as none of the parts were
available, along with parts of the
wooden frame that had just
disintegrated. We won’t spoil the

story of how the work was done, but it
is hoped that the final version of the
programme will hit the airways in the
coming weeks.
But on the day recently the fire
engine was handed over to a ‘duped’
James, the surprise was evident on
his face as he was tricked into
coming to the station, thinking that
there was a call-out, only to find his
mother Suzanne and around 50
friends and colleagues of his and his
father hiding in wait to pounce on him
and reveal the shining restored
engine.
Friends of James said it was unusual
for him to be lost for words, but the
look on his face said it all when TV
presenter Tim Shaw dressed up in his
fire fighting kit, greeted him as he
arrived at the station and co-
presenter and
mechanic ‘Fuzz’
Townsend (who
was formally a
drummer with
various bands)
showed him the
finished fire
engine.
James told the
duo that he was
feeling
overwhelmed as
he saw all the
family and friends
clapping and
cheering at the

big reveal. The station plan to use
the fire engine to raise funds for
Prostate Cancer charities in memory
of Tony and for other charitable local
events.
Alan Brown said: “I am so impressed
with what they have done with the
pump, there is no way we could have
got it looking as good as it does. We
are looking forward to getting out in
the summer and raising some money
and showing it off. Also I would like to
thank Kent Fire and Rescue service
for their support during the filming
allowing us to do the reveal at the
station and to Station Manager Jamie
Muddle for being the liaison between
the service, the producer and myself.
Its been so hard try to keep it secret
for the last 6 months. Being careful
what you say and to who!”

James with the show’s Fuzz & Tim

Some of the Ex-New Romney Fire Crew who served with Tony
admire the finished engine

How the Parade will look with increased Promenade

Cllr Love
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T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal
Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620 Church Approach, 

New Romney, 
TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?
 

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:

did this time last year, that's because numbers are so high.

But on the same day that 27 people lost their lives at sea,
UK news networks showed people carrying boats across

Kent residents are demanding that the Local MPs Damian
Collins and Natalie Elphicke lobby the Home Office too do

Locals shocked
by stabbing
The normally tranquil village of Dymchurch was
stunned last week with the news that a stabbing in the
town had taken place. A man has been arrested and
another is in hospital following a stabbing on the
morning of Wednesday the 12th of January.

Ambulance and Police officers along with special
forensic teams carried out searches following the
attack which was reported at 12.55 a.m.

When Police arrived at the scene at the High Street
near the junction with Orgarswick Avenue, ambulance
crews were treating a man sitting in a Black Vauxhall
Corsa with serious injuries consistent with stab
wounds.

The victim, aged in his 20s,
was taken to a London
hospital and remains in a
stable condition. It is
understood the two men are
understood to be known to
each other.

Following enquiries, officers arrested a 29-year-old
man from Dymchurch in connection with the assault
and he was taken into custody and subsequently has
appeared in court charged with attempted murder.

Abdul Malik, 29, of High Street, Dymchurch, appeared
before Folkestone magistrates on Saturday and was
remanded in custody to appear at Maidstone Crown
Court on Monday.

The victim
remains in
hospital where
his condition is
said to be
stable.

Detectives are
continuing to
appeal for
anyone who
saw or heard the incident in the High Street near its
junction with Orgarswick Avenue to get in contact.

Witnesses should call Kent Police on 01843 222289,
quoting reference 46/6965/22.

RoyalNavy
set to take
overEnglish
Channel
operations
The Royal Navy are set to take charge of
operations looking to limit migrant
crossings in the English Channel within
weeks, the The Looker has been told.

This move could free up the Home Office
to focus on reforms to the asylum system,
Prime Minister Boris Johnson was set to
give the navy authority over government
vessels in the channel.

At least 28,431 migrants made the
journey in small boats in 2021 - up from
8,417 people the year before - despite
huge UK investment in France to prevent
crossings.

On 24 November at least 27 people died
after their boat sank, in the largest single
loss of life in the Channel since records
began in 2014.

Last week, the Home Office said more
than 270 people crossed in 10 small
boats on Thursday.

Agovernment spokesperson said the
public had "rightly had enough of the
blatant disregard of our immigration laws
by criminal people smugglers" and
ministers were "bringing in necessary
long-term changes".

They added: "The UK armed forces
already work closely with Border Force in
these operations, providing expertise and
assets as part of our processes in the
Channel. It is right that we pursue all
options to prevent illegal crossings and
protect life at sea."

However, putting a rear admiral in charge
of operations in the Channel is unlikely to
make much difference.

The Royal Navy may be able to provide
better intelligence on where inflatables
and dinghies are expected to make
landfall, but the great majority of those
coming to seek sanctuary in Britain are
already intercepted before they reach the
coast.

Plans to push small boats back into
French waters appear to have been
deemed too dangerous and the often-
trailed idea of processing migrants
'offshore' in another country has so far
failed to materialise. Migrant arrival
facilities in Kent are currently being
expanded.

The reason for the increase in asylum
seekers risking the perilous journey
across the channel is that Covid and
improved security at Calais has effectively
closed traditional points of entry.

Responding the plans, CEO of the
Refugee Council Enver Solomon
described them as "cruel and inhumane".

"It's a desperate move by a government
that isn't able to find solutions that will
ensure an orderly, manageable and fair
asylum system," he added.

Dover MPNatalie Elphicke said: "It's
necessary because it's dangerous and
inhumane to allow the trafficking of
people across the English Channel to
continue. It is incredibly unsafe and many
people have tragically died."

Under the reform proposals, people who
arrive in the UK by what the government
calls illegal means to claim asylum will no
longer have the same entitlements as
those who arrive through proper
channels.

At the time, Ms Patel said her plans would
create a "faster and fairer" system that
would "better support the most
vulnerable" and the government would
crack down on people smugglers
exploiting those trying to reach the UK.

The Labour Party has criticised the plans
for lacking compassion and being
ineffective at discouraging crossings.



The Panto’s just
keep on coming . . .
Oh no they don’t, oh
yes they do . . .
After a very gloomy break last year we are back with
our fantastic pantomime. This year New Romney Am
Dram (NRAD) and NRAD Youth present Jack and the
Beanstalk written and Directed by our very own Derek
Ruby. This is a laughter filled traditional, family panto
with all the usual good verses evil with songs and
dancing galore. This is NRAD’s 4th Pantomime so we
are becoming old hands at this.

We’ve got a great team working to put this production
on, from costumes and make-up to lighting and
manning our bar, everyone plays their part. We are
also very excited to introduce a very special member
and the only clue I’m giving is his name, Huge
Mungous and at 10ft he is our tallest cast member!

All the cast have been working really hard since
September to put on a great show, and the backstage
and front of house teams are raring to go. Our show
takes place 16th – 19th Feb nightly at 7pm and we

have 2 matinees this year 18th and 19th Feb 3pm all at
The Marsh Academy Theatre.

This year our Friday matinee is a ‘Relaxed
Performance’. This is designed to provide a more
relaxed environment than may be expected at a theatre.
The music will be quieter, sudden loud noises will be
removed, some of the house-lights will remain on and
the scary bits will be a little less scary. This performance
may be more suited to the very young or those with
autism sensory disorders or anyone who may be
disturbed by darkness, loud noises etc.

Our front of house team will give you a great welcome
when you arrive and you will be able to purchase
refreshments from our licensed bar and café and then
treat yourself to wands, swords, glowy things and a
show programme from our souvenir shop. Everything is
on hand to make your visit one to remember.

There are lots of ways to order tickets: Online –
ticketsource.co.uk/new-romney-am-dram
(booking fee applies) or email –

boxoffice@newromneyamdram.uk or good old phone
07434895113. Please follow current COVID guidelines
regarding wearing face coverings when you enter our
theatre but please do not let this put you off having a
great night booing and cheering.

For more information about NRAD and NRAD Youth
please go to our Facebook page or visit our website
www.newromneyamdram.uk See you there.
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01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

A very loud NO to
Cycle Lane
proposal

Jan Holben

Cheriton hardware store and other local businesses
achieved real engagement with local people - raising
awareness of a proposed cycle scheme which could
have caused chaos and hardship to high street
traders and householders alike.

Kent Council had proposed a Cheriton/Folkestone
Cycle Lane as part of the Kent Active Travel Scheme.
To do this a cycle lane would have been created
along the length of Cheriton High Street but as local
businesses pointed out – this cycle lane would not
only reduce footfall for businesses already struggling
to survive but would also reduce parking spaces,
already in short supply, for shoppers and
householders who live in the area.

High street trader John Baker of County Hardware
organised a petition to raise awareness of the cycle
scheme, with many other local businesses doing their
part to also promote the petition and get it to the
widest local audience possible.

To further raised awareness Kent County Councillors
Rory Love and Dylan Jeffrey organised two public
meetings so that they could get a sounding on what

local people thought about this
scheme - and it was very
obvious that there was
widespread opposition to the
scheme which would
possible cause untold misery
to both high street traders
and people who lived close to
the high street too.

Giving an update on social
media on 11th
January Cllr Jeffrey
was pleased to
announc that: "Kent County Council will not proceed
with the proposals on Cheriton High Street that were
shown in the consultation as they were."

He went on to say: “Thank you to everyone,
especially local residents and businesses (especially
John Baker at County Hardware for organising the
petition) that were involved in raising awareness or
promoting the petition, those who contacted me and
Rory Love as your Kent County Councillors, who
responded or attended the two public meetings that
we organised, who helped deliver the thousands of
leaflets or played a part in some way to getting our
views listened to and the right decision made. I
promised to listen to all views and to campaign for
what people wanted. This was true local democracy
in action and it worked superbly well”.

Cllr Jeffrey also mentioned and thanked Kent Council
colleagues who had supported their efforts to find out
what local people wanted including: KCC officers and
Kent's Cabinet Member for Transport, David Brazier.

This scheme will now go forward to be discussed on
18th January by the Environment and Transport
Cabinet committee with the following position
statement: “This scheme received the highest number
of comments and opposition due to the removal of
parking bays and the perceived negative impact on
businesses. Consequently, acknowledging the
strength of community feeling, other comments
received from the consultation and the feedback from
the public meetings attended by officers, officers are
reviewing the scheme. Kent County Council will not
proceed with the proposals on Cheriton High Street
that were shown in the consultation as they were”.

Cllr Jeffries

Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS - WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster

www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688

A LBIONWINDOWCLEANERS S.E

07783002010
Call today for a free

www.albionwindowcleanersse.co.uk

Water fed window cleaning & jet washing services
• Window Cleaning

• Conservatory Cleaning

• Soffits, Facias & Gutter cleaning

• Solar panel cleaning

• Driveways

• Patios & Footpaths

• Cladding

• Static homes & Caravans

• Brickwork & Fencing

NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATION

THE

L U X U R Y  B L I N D
C O M P A N Y

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  C O N S U L T A T I O N  T O D A Y !

All of our products come with a 3 year

guarantee on all parts fitted.

A small family run team that are

big on service, excellence and customer satisfaction.

All of our products come with

free installation.

SHUTTERS

ROLLER BLINDS

VENETIANS

VERTICALS

PERFECT FIT

CONSERVATORY

BLINDS

t h e l u x u r y b l i n d c o m p a n y . c o . u k

01303  3 164 16  o r  0739869 1 145

Earlier this week the government announced that the
Royal Navy will be given primacy over all other
government agencies operating within the English
Channel to help tackle the surge of migrants entering
the country illegally from France. It is important that
policy evolves with the situation and although plans are
still being finalised, there are two immediate benefits
from this development. These are improved
coordination and use of intelligence to detect vessels
attempting to cross the channel. Having an
experienced naval officer as a single point of contact
coordinating government vessels will ensure a more
joined-up approach when preventing and encountering
crossings, and the state-of-the-art surveillance
resources possessed by the military have the potential
to make operations more effective.

The government is exploring all ideas on how to deal
with this complex international issue and, as I have
repeatedly said, the Home Secretary’s Nationality and
Borders Bill is a compassionate and proportionate way
to prevent illegal crossings, prosecute immoral criminal
gangs and, ultimately, save lives at sea. The House of
Commons has already passed this Bill and it is now
down to the House of Lords to review the legislation
before royal assent is granted – I hope that this will be
completed soon.

Through my casework and conversations that I have
had with constituents, local schools, hospitals, and
charities, I know that mental health needs to be a focus
for this government. I met with Simon Dolby, the Chief
Executive of South Kent Mind, and his fellow trustees
to tour their premises and discuss the work of the local
charity. They offer free or low-cost counselling services,
workshops, and advice without stigma to anyone who
needs it. I welcome the charity’s big ambitions and am
working with them to improve mental health services in
the constituency.

On Friday, I joined the Chief Executive of Shepway
Sports Trust to have a sneak peak of F51 – the new
sports park in Tontine Street. Only by visiting can you
truly appreciate how impressive the building is. The site
brings world-class facilities for skateboarding, BMX,
climbing, bouldering, and boxing into the heart of
Folkestone and with opening just a few months away, I
am excited to see how young people develop their
skills, sports enthusiasts travel from afar, and how the
reputation of the town will be positively boosted.

Finally, I would like to thank the sixth form pupils at the
Harvey Grammar School for inviting me to speak with
them about my role as a Member of Parliament. We
discussed a range of issues on subjects as diverse as
the impact of social media to the future of Dungeness
B. I wish them well for their studies for the remainder of
this school year.

Romney Marsh
Flower Arrangers
We started off
the New Year
with a
workshop
entitled Hand
tied bouquet
in a structure
instructed by
Helen Hare a
Area
demonstrator.
We had some
new members
attend for the
first time and
have some
others joining
next month.
Also it was
our new
chairman
Carol’s first
day in the job!

Using chicken
wire and cork
strips we
created a
structure
then we
added our
flowers to
make the
hand tied
bouquet, for
some of us it
was the first
time we had
made a hand
tied bouquet
and I take my
hat off to
Florist’s , as
you could do
with an extra
pair of hands
to achieve
this. Everyone enjoyed the afternoon and hopefully
are keen to do more workshops.

Dates for your diary:
9th February – In house demonstrations by members
of the club

9th March – Workshop by Mig Kimpton

13th April – Demonstration by Robin White

All meetings 2 p.m. for 2.30 p.m. at St Mary’s Bay
Village Hall. , Visitors welcome and for more
information, contact Carol 01797 363662. Look
forward to seeing you.
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‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants

I

HAVE SEEN THE FUTURE –
IT’S SCARY

The other week I visitedmy eldest son
who had the newMeta (Facebook to you
andme)OculusQuest 2,All-In-One
Virtual Reality Headset andControllers,
128GB. Staywithme here, it gets less
geeky.

I have tried VR (Virtual Reality) headsets
in the past. Theywere, and how can I put
this politely, crap. Imagine coloured
bricks forming a human shape and
you’ve prettymuch got the picture. It was
less than impressive.Move forward a
few years andVRhad improved – the
VRheadset for driving gameswas really
rather good. But the headset I tried on
the other weekwas like comparing the
Wright Flyer, the aircraft thatWilbur and
OrvilleWright flew on December 17,
1903, at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, for
12 seconds, travelling 120 feet, and
reaching a dizzying 6.8miles per hour
with theNorthropGrumman B-2Spirit
Stealth Bomber.

Yup, VR tech has advanced.

It was dazzling, extraordinary, incredible
and very, very scary.Why?Because
when I took the headset off, the VRworld
felt more ‘real’ tome thanmy son’s
home. It freakedme out. This is what I

know some of youwill find hard to
believe, but I assure you it’s true, it was
impossible to tell the difference between
what we call ‘reality’ and theworlds I was
able to visit via the Virtual Reality
headset. Theywere as real tome as it is
for you right now reading this edition of
The Looker.Worryingly, the VRuniverse
was somuchmore pleasant than ‘real
life’. I stood andwalked on a stunning
beachwatching the sun set, I walked
through a beautiful snow-covered forest
while rabbits and deer wandered by. I
rode an elevator in a skyscraper and
stepped out onto a plank hundreds of
feet inmid-air – so utterly real tome that I
stumbled back to the safety of the
elevator. I stood in the boxing ring at
MadisonSquareGarden, the thousands
aroundme cheeringme on, as a
terrifying heavyweight boxermade his
intentions towardsmywelfare
abundantly clear.

Sowhy am I saying the future is scary?
Hearme out. Theworld is addicted to
their laptop screens and phones –
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,TickTock,
WhatsApp,YouTube – screen time takes
up hours ofmany people’s lives. The
Pandemic exacerbated thismove
towards inhabiting a virtual world.We
were unable tomeet our family and
friends in real life, face to face, sowe
upped sticks tomeeting them virtually.
Zoommeetingswent froma novelty to
being the newnormal. The rise of social
media, in all its forms, is, a true tectonic
shift in the evolution of the human race.

The development of the ‘Metaverse’ by
Facebook /Meta is a giant leap from the
already perilous position in whichmany
live.Why live in the real world with all its
attendant problemswhen you can exist
in a virtual world where your problems
don’t exist? Don’t like theway you look?

No problem. In theMetaverse you can
look anyway you choose. Feel
powerless in society?You can be all-
powerful in your virtual world with
thousands at your command. Hate
where you live? Is it too small and in an
ugly part of town? Forget it – you can
live in themost stunning surroundings
imaginable. It all sounds rather appealing
on the surface.

But here’s the rub. I foresee that swathes
of humanity will abandon the real world
and choose to live in a virtual world.
Human contact will start to fade. Think of
it as abandoning Planet Earth on a
spaceship to another planet – to a brave
newworld. Remember the scene inThe
Matrix wherewe saw the actual world
that Neowas inhabiting versus the
illusion of the virtual world – hundreds of
thousands of humans plumbed into a
vast chamber in cryogenic pods, wires
and tubing attached to them in grotesque
ways? It seemed like pure science fiction
back in 1999 – but now it feels like a
documentary. Sit at a café or restaurant
and count on one hand the number of
customers not staring at a screen.
Frightening.

Asmore andmore people retreat from
the real world, hiding behind filtered,
photoshopped images of themselves,
themore appealing living in a virtual
world becomes – away from the reality of
everyday life. Yet themore this happens,
the less humanwe become until it will be
hard to distinguish between human
beings andA.I. – the lineswill blur until it
really won’t matter anymore.

Leaving the rest of us to enjoy the sights,
sounds and real experiences this
wonderful planet has to offer. Life is for
living, not just existing.

The World
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE

Can you tell the difference
between a Tit and a
Thrush?
Dungeness RSPB are holding a beginners' bird
identification workshop and walk, where you can learn
to tell your blackbirds from your blue tits with a
beginners' bird identification class with the RSPB this
month.

The fun, family event will help you spot the different
garden birds, before taking you around the site so you
can try out your new skills.

It's also a precursor to the charity's Big Garden
Birdwatch, which is a national survey of garden birds,
and takes place later this month.

Whether you’re kickstarting the new year with a new
interest or just looking to brush up on your birdwatching,
the event could be for you, and any money raised goes
to help the RSPB nature reserve team's wildlife
conservation work.

For further details contact the RSPB. All sessions are
from 10 a.m. to noon. It costs £10.50 and £6 for
children, with admission to RSPB Dungeness nature
reserve included.
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Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners, 
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694

Romney Marsh
Morris pushes
out the boat
again!
It was with great excitement that members of Romney
Marsh Morris were actually able to visit RNLI
Littlestone station in person recently to present the
crew with a donation.

Each year the 30 plus strong local Morris side choose
a charity to support, and for 2021 they had chosen
RNLI Littlestone for the second year running. They
had felt that, due to the pandemic, they had not been
able to fundraise in their normal way in 2020, with
limited dancing out around the region. However, they
pulled all the stops, bells and whistles out for 2021
and raised a whopping £2,100.81, through collecting
at dancing and singing events, a barn dance, 5p
collection, pledges, raffles and other social events.

In presenting the cheque to the crew, David Comley,
Squire of Romney Marsh Morris, said :“We are
delighted to have supported the excellent work of
Littlestone RNLI, and to present to them that which for
us is a record annual amount. As a side that is fully
community minded, we have always supported local
businesses and organisations. We are always looking
out for others to come and join us and become

involved in a fabulous tradition.”

The Morris side were
able to view first-hand
the new Atlantic 85
lifeboat, the “Jean
McIvor”, on its trailer.
Although the exact
use of the money
raised has yet to be
decided, it will provide
further needed
equipment and
resources to the newly refurbished station.

Matt Crittenden, the Station Manager, upon receiving
the cheque, commented that the last year has been a
very tricky one for the local RNLI stations, with many
strong views being expressed about the work of the
volunteer crews. He went on to thank the Romney
Marsh Morris for all their hard work and support, and
said that they are very appreciative of the amazing
amount of money raised.

Romney Marsh Morris’ Charity for 2022 has been
announced as being the Romney Marsh Community
Hub.

For further information on Romney Marsh Morris, or to
contact them, go to their website

romneymarshmorris.com,
Facebook page or email them at

romneymarshmorris2016@gmail.com

Members of Romney Marsh Morris, hand over cheque to Matt Crittenden on behalf of the whole station



Page 14 Page 15

Well, here we go with the second edition in and
already we are nearly through the first month of
the year! We have had several people comment
on our new look edition, with a few tweaks and a
change in colour for our newspaper header.
We are doing our best to update the paper at
every opportunity. You will notice that we are
also featuring a few more advertisers in each
edition as Phil Denman starts going around to
more businesses and getting that all important
advertising revenue in, which goes a long way
to ensuring that your looker is still the only free
newspaper for our community.
You may recall that a couple of years ago, we
wanted to launch a loyalty card that people
could buy and use in local businesses, with
Covid coming along we never pursued it, but
have decided that we will start putting them on
sale probably from early April.
The Cards will enable people to get special
offers not only with our advertisers, but also a
number of businesses that would like to offer
loyalty discounts to local customers.

Finally, last Sunday was not a very nice day for
everyone involved with The Looker, as we had
the sad decision to make to take Ted ‘The News
Hound’ to the vets as he was losing his battle
against cancer. Some people may think that ‘it’s
just a dog’ but pet owners know how difficult the
choice is to help your pet by doing the right thing
and putting your treasured pet to sleep.
Ted was known by many readers as he used to
accompany me in the Looker office in New
Romney High Street and was by my side when I
used to attend events across the district. I
would like to thank the (literally hundreds) of
people who have sent me messages, it brings
some comfort to know how much happiness that
Ted brought to most of the people who met him.
Even writing the paper feels strange as he
would sit at my feet. But I would like to thank all
the staff at Cinque Ports Vets who showed so
much sympathy
and went to every
length over the
past 18 months
that they had been
caring for Teddy.
And also to my
mum who loved
and looked after
Ted when I couldn’t
because of work or
when I was away.

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 292

Contact:THELOOKER
10Mulberry Court, Grand Parade, NewRomney, Kent TN28 8LZ
Telephone: 01797-364837 • email:info@thelooker.co.uk
NEWS or STORY? Contact David Wimble, 07423-562696

or info@thelooker.co.uk
TO ADVERTISE call 01797-364837 or info@thelooker.co.uk

Every effort ismade by The LOOKERnewspaper to ensure that the information is correct.
THE LOOKERnewspaper reserves the right not to publish unsolicitedmaterial being sent through to the publication. Personal views expressed in this publication
are solely those of the respective contributors and do not reflect those of the publishers or its agents. The LOOKER is not responsible for services provided by the
advertisers.All material supplied to this publication is at the owner’s risk. Reproduction in whole or in part of this publication is strictly prohibited awithout prior

consent. Photographic rights remain the property of THE LOOKERNewspaper Ltd.

Deadline for
primary school
applications
Parents with children who are due to join a Kent
primary, infant or junior school in September are
reminded that the deadline for applications was
Monday, 17 January.

Every child born between 1 September 2017
and 31 August 2018 needs to be registered for a
school place, along with those who are moving
from infant school to junior school.

Families can apply for up to three schools,
putting them in order of preference. Naming
only one school does not guarantee a place at
that school or give priority for a place over
another child, nor does naming a school more
than once.

Schools do not know whether they have been
named as first, second or third preference and
will make their offers in accordance with their
oversubscription criteria and KCC will always

offer the highest available
preference.

Shellina Prendergast, KCC’s
Cabinet Member for
Education, said: “The best
way to apply is online.
About 94% of all
applications are now made
that way and if parents do
not apply in time, their child
could miss out on a school
place at their preferred
school.

“We always recommend that parents name their
schools in their genuine order of preference.

“Although schools generally try to accommodate
siblings of pupils already at the school, parents
still need to apply in the usual way. Every year a
number of people fail to register by the deadline
because they believe they need not apply
because they have a brother or sister already in
school, but they do.”

Parents who apply online will receive an email
on 19 April, telling them which school has been
offered. Others will have their offers sent to
them by post on the same day.

To apply online and for more information,
visit www.kent.gov.uk/ola

Shellina Prendergast

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
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Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance



By David Wimble

Coastguards around Kent have been celebrating
the 200th anniversary of the birth of their
organisation. Not many people know they actually
were formed 3 years before the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution.

It was on January 15, 1822, that HM Coastguard
was formally brought into existence and it has
been working to keep people safe along the coast
ever since.

Although the original model of coastguard bore
very little resemblance to todays Ultra-modern
and highly trained teams that help look after our
thousands of miles of shores and beaches. The
Beginnings were with coastal lookouts trying to
spot smugglers to today’s hi-tech national
network of control centres, it remains dedicated
to search, rescue and saving lives.

To celebrate the anniversary, coastguards across
the country cast "throwlines" at 11am as a symbol
of the service’s past and present. The ropes are
still part of every lifesaving kit used by coastguard
teams. And still very much a first form of rescue,
whether that be someone in difficulties in the
water or being stuck in the mud.

Like the RNLI the HM Coastguard are made up
by a large number of volunteers who go about
their everyday jobs and then drop everything
when the pager goes off.

Claire Hughes, director of HM Coastguard, said:
“When you look at how we started and where we
are now, it’s easy to celebrate the innovation and
development that can be seen throughout the
service. And yet, we are far more proud of the
people, the volunteers and the staff who
throughout two centuries have continued to strive
to keep people safe at the coast and out at sea.
We always have, and always will, respond to
those in distress.

She added: "I’m proud of the commitment, the
dedication and selfless sacrifice and I’m proud of
how the service has developed and continues to
do so.”

Locally we have two Coastguard groups both
Dungeness and Folkestone, work closely with all
the other emergency services including the RNLI
Kent Fire and Rescue and the South Coast
Ambulance services and regularly hold joint
training exercises.

One of the many things that they get involved in
across our district is in the summertime, with
children getting lost on crowded beaches and
also people getting stuck in the sand. Which is
why the team’s practice with such things as
inflatable mud paths, that allow the rescuers to
transverse very dangerous mud to help rescue
not just people but also animals who get into
danger.

The Looker would like to add our own
congratulations to all the
women and men who help to
look after our beaches and
coastline 24/7 365 days of the
year and look forward to the
next 200 years of keeping our
district safe!

If you would like to find out
about how you could play a part
in the coastguard service go to
the website: www.gov.uk/
volunteer-as-a-coastguard

* If you see an emergency at
sea or along the coast, dial 999
and ask for Coastguard.
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Jobs boost
to kickstart
Young
Peoples
New Year
Unemployed young people are
being given a jobs’ boost thanks to
Folkestone & Hythe District
Council, with the creation of nine
new roles.

The government-funded Kickstart
Scheme gives those aged from 16
to 24 and who are on Universal
Credit, the chance to apply for
high-quality jobs which will build
their confidence and skills in the
workplace. This improves their
chances of going on to find long-
term, sustainable work either with
the council, or another employer.

The nine jobs at F&HDC are
administrative assistant (five
positions in different departments),
trainee gardener (three positions),
and assistant caretaker. All are
paid and 25 hours a week for a six-
month fixed term.

Recognised by Best Companies as
an outstanding organisation to
work for, the council has a focus on
staff engagement, health and
wellbeing and development, and
offers a benefits package that
includes corporate membership
and reward schemes, an Employee
Assistance Programme and access
to the Local Government Pension
Scheme.

The council already runs schemes
for trainees and apprenticeships,
which sees new employees
develop their skills and build
lifelong careers.

Council Leader Cllr David
Monk said: “The fantastic
opportunities that this scheme
provides will give young people
that are currently at high risk of
unemployment a better chance of a
long-term career.

“Working closely with council staff
in the various departments,
applicants will be supported
throughout their placement with
training, coaching and mentoring,
and will gain the confidence and
skills to independently move
forward.”

F&HDC will be holding a
recruitment event at the Job Centre
in Palting Way, Folkestone, on
Tuesday 25 January, from 1pm to
4pm. Kickstart-eligible customers
will get the chance to learn more
about the vacancies and to talk
with managers (anyone who is
unsure if they are eligible is asked
to check with their work coach).

Kent Coastguards
celebrate 200 years
of their service
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A Fine
English
Gentleman
and
Freeman of
Hythe
Jan Holben

One very fine winters day, walking
around and about as you do, we
came across Wakefield Walk, and a
few steps further on there was a
plaque for ‘Lord Wakefield of Hythe’.
Our district has lots of famous, and
perhaps some infamous people, as
part of its history – although few have
a Walk named after them – so I set
about finding out more about this
significant Hythe figure.

Lord Wakefields full name was
Charles Cheers Wakefield – his
preferred name was Cheers which
many thought was a nickname, but
was in fact his middle name and his
mothers maiden name. Born
December1859, he is listed as being
an Inventor, a businessman, a public
servant and philanthropist – with the
Lord Wakefield plaque mentioning
him as being: “A public spirited man
of huge endeavour and a generous
benefactor to this town”.

Charles Cheers Wakefield, educated
at the Liverpool Institute, patented
the Wakefield lubricator for steam
engines in the 1890’s and in 1899
went on to found the Wakefield Oil
Company, which subsequently
changed its name to Castrol (so
named because of the castor bean
oil in the formulation of some

lubricating oils). The Castrol brand
lubricants originally developed for
steam engines and locomotives
became a household name, and
known globally too, and are still used
in motor cars, aeroplanes and
motorcycles.

Charles Cheers Wakefield was an
alderman, and elected to the Court of
Common Council in 1904, a sheriff
1907-1908, and Lord Mayor of
London 1915 -1916. He took an
energetic part in the recruitment
drives for the forces during the First
World War, and in 1916 paid visits to
the Western Front, and to the Grand
Fleet in Scapa Flow. He was made a
baronet in 1916, and was awarded
the CBE in 1919. He received a
Knighthood for services to the City of
London and was raised to the
Peerage as Baron Wakefield of
Hythe in 1930. In 1934 he was
further honoured and made Viscount
Wakefield of Hythe.

But perhaps importantly for Hythe,
Lord Wakefield of Hythe, described
as “one of the greatest public
benefactors of the Empire" attended
a banquet in June 1930 to honour
him as new Freeman.

As noted by local paper “Folkestone,
Hythe, Sandgate & Cheriton Herald”:
“it was a distinguished gathering
that sat down to the banquet in the
Hotel Imperial. The Mayor of Hythe
Councillor J. G. White, wearing his
chain of office, presided, had on
either side of him the Rt. Hon. Lord
Wakefield of Hythe and Mr. Justice
Luxmoore, who was formerly Mayor
of New Romney . . .sitting next to
Lord Wakefield was the Rt. Hon.
Lord Cornwallis, C.B.E., and those at
the top table included Brigadier
General G. G. Cunningham, C.B.,
C.B.E., D.S.O., twice Mayor of Hythe
and now Deputy Mayor, who was
wearing a long row of miniature
medals. Sir William Wayland, M.P.,
the Vicar of Hythe - the Rev. C. W.
Chastel de Boinville, the Mayor of
New Romney - Alderman
M. Teichrman-Derville, the Town

Sergeant of Folkestone, who,
gorgeous costume, came to
undertake the duties of toast-
master”.

Describing the event the article goes
on to say: “In front of Lord Wakefield
was the silver casket bearing the
Hythe Borough Crest and the
Wakefield Coat of Arms, and
containing the scroll of the
freedom. The plinth of the casket is
made from old oak taken from the
belfry of the Hythe Parish Church,

which had a new peal eight bells
presented to it by Lord Wakefield
less than two years ago, and is
fashioned after the large
treasure chest in the Hythe Parish
Church which is supposed to have
been taken from a ship of the
Spanish Armada in 1588”. On it was
the inscription: “Presented to
the Honourable Charles Cheers,
Baron Wakefield of Hythe, C.B.E., on
his being admitted an Honorary
Freeman of the Borough of Hythe,
30th May, 1930”.

After a very distinguished and
eventful life aged 81, Lord Wakefield
died January 1941 and a memorial
service was held in the Crypt of St
Pauls Cathedral.

The Mayor of Hythe speaking at the
annual dinner of the Hythe branch of
the British Legion said: “Most of
You remember the great work he
has put in, not only for this town,
not only for the British Legion, but for
his country. He has lived the life of
a British Legionary to the full –
Service not Self. He has ever
devoted himself to the life of
his fellow men and his country” - the
Mayor concluded: “I ask you to stand
in silence as a tribute to one of
the Finest English gentlemen".

Viscount Wakefield died 1941, is
buried at Spring Lane Cemetery,
Seabrook within the Borough of
Hythe.

Alfred Philpott
1869-1929 – a
hidden history
By Carole - volunteer

His is just one of the many unmarked, shared graves,
opposite the Morrisons store. He shares it with two baby
boys who died in the 1870s and 80s, but as ever there is a
family story to discover.

He was a rag sorter, living in Sidney Street, Folkestone,
when he died, aged about 60. Rag sorting in Edwardian
times was part of their re-cycling of everything useful.
‘Rag bone’ carts touted the streets collecting glass, metals
and more. The rags usually reappeared in lower grade
textiles such as ‘shoddy’, often for industrial use.

He was born and brought up in Hougham, between
Folkestone and Dover. When he married Frances Ellis in
1891 in Dover, he moved in with her parents and was an
excavator, as was his father-in-law and also John his older
brother, living next door. Probably that was how he met
Frances. He could have been working at the harbour, or
anywhere that construction work was going on. It would
have been a hard, physical job, digging all day.

By 1901 they had 7 children and had moved to Marshall
Street, Folkestone. Maybe the house in Dover had
become too small for the family, maybe they wanted a
house of their own, or possibly a job opportunity arose.
Alfred was now a bricklayer’s labourer, still hard work but
not as physically demanding as digging all day.

They were more fortunate than many families, and didn’t
lose any children when they were young. By 1911 the
family was in Sidney Street and the two eldest girls were
out in service in Folkestone. The other five were all at
home. Things were to change a lot in the next few years.

Thomas, their eldest son enlisted in the Rifle Brigade in
April 1915, not long after war was declared. Sadly, he was
killed at Ypres in September of the same year and is
remembered on the Menin Gate. The other boys were too
young to be called up, andAlfred was too old.

The youngest boy, named after his father, Alfred Robert,
joined the Royal Marines in 1925 when he was nearly 18
and was trained to man the big guns. He served on two
of the battleships, HMS Repulse and HMS Royal
Sovereign, but in June 1928 he damaged his right hand
while on the Royal Sovereign, and a month later he broke
and damaged two fingers on his left hand, possibly while
in a turret on gun drill. He was invalided out and in 1931
was a carpenter, living at 32 Sidney Street, Folkestone,
with his mother. In June 1929, after Alfred Snr’s death,
Fanny andAlfred Jnr are recorded on a ship sailing to
Quebec and Montreal, visiting their family. Later, he lived
in the British Legion Village near Maidstone.

Four of the remaining children emigrated to Canada.
Frances was the first; she married Reginald Matthews, a

Company Sergeant Major in the Canadian Expeditionary
Force in 1917 and moved to Canada with him. She was
followed by Louisa and her husbandArthur Johnson in
1919, Emily in 1923 and finally John in 1924. John
married in Canada and had a son whomAlfred and Fanny
presumably never saw.

Caroline remained in England and was living in Downs
Road in 1939, with her husband, William Brisley and their
son, Frank. William owned a fruit and veg. shop. At least
Alfred and Fanny would have been able to see Frank
growing up.

In 1911Alfred was a rag sorter in a Marine Store, possibly
the one in Sidney Street, where he was living, that some
Folkestone people remember, at a later date, as being run
by Ginger Baker. Rag sorting is a more skilled job than it
first appears, as there were over 1,000 different categories
of textiles. Maybe it helped that Alfred’s father had been a
dyer, and he had probably been brought up from a young
age knowing quite a bit about materials. More stories at:
www.fofc.uk



Thursday 27th January
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 28th January
Brookland Meeting Point, Village Hall, 1.30 p.m.
(4th Fri of month)

Monday 31st January
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
(new members welcome)
New Romney History Society, Old School, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 1st February
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
(1st & 3rd Tues)
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 2nd February
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 3rd February
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 4th February
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12
Mountfield Road, 10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)

Monday 7th February
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
(new members welcome)
Cancer Support Group, RM Community Hub, 2.30 p.m.
(1st & 3rd Mon)
New Romney History Society, Old School, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 8th February
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 9th February
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RM Community Hub, Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.
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Forthcoming films
‘The King’s Men’:

Thur 27th Jan (11 am, 2.30 pm & 7 pm)
‘Clifford the Big Red Dog’:

Fri 28th Jan – Sun 30th Jan
‘House of Gucci’:
Fri 28th Jan – Thur 3rd Feb

‘Belfast’:
Fri 4th Feb – Thur 10th Feb

To book tickets, visit the Leisure Centre or go
to: marshacademy.org.uk

Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS
Hi Looker,

Over 70 years ago I was a pupil
of the newly opened Southlands
Secondary Modern after the war
in 1945. In those days we left
school aged fourteen, and when
eighteen were called up to serve
at least two years of compulsory
service in the forces. I enlisted in
the REME in April 1951, and after
basic training, and mechanics
course and extra weapon
training, in 1952 I was posted to
the 9th Lancers in Detmold,
Germany equipped with Mk 2
Centurion tanks who were
training to go to war in Korea.
There was another unit based at
another camp about a mile away
in Detmold, the 1st Tank
Regiment, which had a cinema.

One evening I was there for a
film and when the lights came on
during the interval, I went down
the aisle to get an ice cream, and
recognised someone from my
schooldays, 'Dinkie' Golding!

The 2nd Tank Regiment based a
few miles away at Paderborn was
also going to Korea, and were
taking men from the 1st to
replace those who were nearly
time served and 'Dinkie' was one
of the replacements.

I met him years later in Lydd, and
he told me of his experiences in
Korea.

Sincerely, Ernie Ford.

Dear Looker,
The Royal Navy currently has 18
inshore patrol craft, 8 offshore
patrol craft plus two extremely
fast patrol boats that could leave
the Isle of Wight offshore
powerboat race embarrassed,
(actually, HMS Tenacity did that
once, driving circles around the
power boat, Cigarrelo, which was
flat out at 70 knots), Inshore craft
are running around the Cornish

coast when they could be
operating in the Channel at no
extra cost, saving lives.
Meanwhile, the Royal Navy
Auxiliary are marching up and
down in drill halls for part time
officers to feel important
inspecting boots, all boats tied up
snuggly, everyone cozy. Our life
boat crews are volunteers in The
Channel in all weathers,
supported by public contribution
alone.
A bit of pompous backside
kicking would appear to be in
order, after all, the resources
have already been paid for,
personnel and craft are already
available so why expect the RNLI
to do the rescue work instead?

Its time that we took control of
this problem and the Navy are
better equipped to do this. But is
this just more Boris Bluster to
take the heat of his very
inadequate leadership.

Regards, The Bathtub
Commander.

Dear Looker,

Now that after numerous public
enquiries and judicial reviews, it
looks like Princes Parade has got
the go ahead to start building the
pool, hotel and housing and re-
route the road.

Perhaps instead of costing all the
residents of Hythe huge sums of
our council tax fighting this, in the
remaining term of office they
could actually do something for
the majority of Hythe, instead of
their nimby actions by a few
people who are worried about
blocking their views from their
million pound properties. That is
not what being a councillor is all
about. Or stand down!

Peter Manners, Hythe.

AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH
(with acknowledgement to Lewis Carroll)

I'll tell thee everything I can, no need to swear or
shout, I saw a tousle haired fat bloke whose shirt
was hanging out,
"Who are you unkempt cove" I said
"And have you ever lied?"
And his answer trickled in one ear
And out the other side.

He said, "I pedal porky pies, write whoppers on a bus,
I'm dishier than Rishi is, look stunning in a Truss,
I deal with dodgy donors who contribute to my wealth
So come to my back garden, where I'll gladly drink
your health.

Just bring a boozy bottle, some Chablis or Muscat,
I'll say it's work related, they're bound to swallow that,
You'll meet my current Missus and my favourite Tory
chum, Bump elbows with Rees -Mogg and Gove
or squeeze Matt Hancock's bum.

But...by now all this buffoonery was failing to impress,
As more and more his crumpled shirt looked like
some Eton Mess,
So having no reply to give to all this window dressing,
I cried, "I've lost my sense of smell
In your case that's a blessing!"

His language then became quite weird with reams of
rigmarole,
A blonde with whom he read Voltaire
Whilst sliding down a pole,

And on and on and on he drowned
He didn't give a fig,
In Latin, Greek and Double Dutch, but who was
Peppa Pig?

So now, when there's no breeze, I try to vainly fly a
kite
Or kiss my dog and pat my wife which doesn't seem
quite right,

Or maybe play the cor anglais while standing on my
head, I weep, for I can still recall
That man, so full of cheek and gall,
Who played the clown and wouldn't stop
With hair just like a kitchen mop,
Who craved the limelight, thrived on fame
But let all others take the blame,
All show without, no depth within
And could not tuck his shirt tails in.
His name....in truth I now forget
Forget the truth....there's just regret.

Michael Claughton, 2022.
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a 
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a 
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41 High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

•	 24-hour service 
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

LIONS CLUBS on
Romney Marsh
WHO ARE
LIONS? Lions are
groups of service-
minded men and
women who are
interested in
improving their
communities. The
1.4 million
members that
serve in over
45,000 clubs from
over 200 countries
make Lions Clubs
International the
world’s largest
service club
organization.

WHAT DO LIONS
CLUBS DO? Lions move to make a difference
locally and globally. Lions are best known for their
efforts to eradicate preventable blindness, but
also participate in many other kinds of projects,
including assisting those in need, sponsoring
international exchanges for young people,
providing supplies to victims of natural disasters
and bringing clean drinking water to remote
villages.

WHY JOIN A LIONS CLUB? As a Lion, you will
have the opportunity to help others, meet new
people and use your talents to make a real
impact. You will acquire new skills, meet
challenges head-on, cultivate lasting friendships,
grow personally and have fun at the same time

THE HYTHE LIONS CLUB was formed in 1979
and in its day included more than 30 members
who came from all walks of life. The members
enjoyed serving the community by giving their
time, as little or as much as they could spare, in
fundraising to support and provide assistance to
local, national and international good causes.

PROJECTS & FUNDRAISING included Fishing
Competition, assist at the Venetian Fair, Easter
Egg and Xmas Santa Raffles, Bucket Collections
and the annual Boot Fair

The club had regular social events, a time when
members can meet and have a chat and enjoy
time together or just relax. This is often a Sunday
lunch, evening meal, social event at a member’s
house or maybe a pub game of skittles, bat ‘n’
trap or a game of bowls.

Unfortunately, the club lost members over the
years because of age and moving home etc, etc,
so in the past 12 months the club has merged
back with the Folkestone Club and have become
the Folkestone, Hythe and Districts Lions Club.

Now we look towards gaining members here on
the Marsh so that we can open a Branch to work
within our community. From Dymchurch to St
Mary’s Bay, New Romney, Littlestone and Lydd
you are more than welcome to come and enjoy
what we do.

If you are interested in becoming a member of our
New Branch we are opening here on the Marsh,
please contact Phil on 0741 396 7934 or
email:philbowman@bigpond.com.

At The Movies
With Vince Shell

The Matrix Resurrections - Cert 15
On general release

The Matrix remains a breakthrough movie in the Sci-Fi
genre. A thoughtful and intelligent - blockbuster in which
intelligent machines have imprisoned mankind in a
dystopian virtual reality system 'The Matrix' The humans
fought back through Neo, Trinity and Morpheus who led
the war against machines. Two sequels followed
Reloaded and Revolutions, neither of which reached the
heights of the original.

Resurrections finds Thomas A. Anderson (Neo) the
creator of a successful computer game 'The Matrix'
struggling to get a grip on reality whilst in therapy. When
he receives a visit from Morpheus and is offered the red
pill and a chance to reopen his mind to the Matrix. Neo
has to decide whether to join the rebels and fight the
enemy, which has become more secure and far more
dangerous.

While following the story of the first three films Matrix
Resurrections offers enough explanations throughout to
allow the viewer to pick up the story without having to
watch the first three, I would however recommend
watching the first one. Resurrections is a film that
demands watching on the big screen and some of the
action scenes are breathtakingly good, the final scene
reminded me of the Zombie attacks in World War Z.

All in all, an enjoyable film and while Revolutions was a
blip. Resurrections has brought the franchise back to life
and although the actors playing Smith and Morpheus
have changed, I'm not sure changing Neo or Trinity
would be such a good idea should there be further
additions.

Belfast - Cert 12A - at cinemas 21st Jan

Kenneth Branagh's semi-autobiographical tale is
already receiving plaudits amongst the judges on the
awards circuit and I was fortunate to be privy to an
advanced screening.

Belfast tells the story of the onset of the troubles
through the eyes of young Buddy. Along with his Ma, Pa
and older brother Will, Buddy witnesses his world ripped
apart by Sectarian violence as the Protestants try to
oust the Catholics from the community. "It's them or us"
proclaims the self-elected leader of the Protestant hate
mob "You've got a choice to make" The choice the
community makes is to defend itself and the images of
children playing together is soon replaced by barricades
and late night torch patrols.

Apart from the beginning and ending shots of a modern
day Belfast the rest of the film is shot in black and white.
The cinematography is stunning and contains many
iconic shots that perfectly capture the plight of people
drawn into conflict. Amongst the violence and hatred sits

young Buddy struggling to make sense of the situation,
one particular scene in which Buddy discusses Catholic
and Protestant with his friend Moira contains a naive
child-like innocence, while concentrating on impressing
the love of his life Catherine a Catholic high-achiever in
Buddy's class. The scene in which Buddy is press-
ganged, by Moira, into ransacking the local store is both
chilling and funny especially when Buddy returns home
with his ill-gotten gains a packet of washing powder.
"Why did you take that" screams a disappointed Ma.
"It's biological" replies the not so innocent Buddy.

Films about the troubles usually create an overly dark
and depressive background to reiterate the mood but
whilst not skirting around the violence Buddy manages
to remain uplifting throughout despite a downbeat
ending. With snappy and at times witty dialogue that
captures the resilience of the folk Belfast is a welcome
respite from the action overloaded blockbusters. Miss at
your peril.

Anne - ITV hub - all episodes available
If you've seen Jimmy McGovern's superb drama
'Hillsborough' then I guarantee you will find Kevin
Sampson's drama 'Anne' equally compelling. 'Anne' tells
the story of Anne Williams, who tragically lost her
Liverpool supporting son Kevin at the FA Cup semi-final
at Hillsborough and her subsequent fight for justice for
her beloved son and the other 95 fans who lost their
lives.

Whereas McGovern's drama concentrated on the build-
up to the catastrophic events of 15th April 1989. Anne
skims over the tragedy itself to focus on the legal battles
that followed. Both dramas go on to examine the
aftermath of Hillsborough and the shocking treatment of
the families as they come to terms with their losses.
Anne also draws in the stories of those who survived
and their own personal struggles with the guilt they
suffered for walking out of Hillsborough alive.

This is an extremely tough watch and you will be
holding back the tears one moment and raging with fury
the next at the plight of the families who have not only
lost loved ones but seen their memories tarnished. At
the centre of Sampson's story is an underlying hatred
and disdain of those who sought to further crush an
already crushed community through a web of lies. He
cleverly uses real life footage to attack those that closed
ranks to hide the truth.

A special mention for the excellent Maxine Peake
who delivers the performance of a lifetime as the
crusading Anne Williams. This is an excellent slice
of British drama and a worthy testimony to a
tragedy that must never ever be repeated.



funeral in July 2020. Ahead of the
funeral, her images were
projected on to the White Cliffs of
Dover. On the day of her funeral
Ditchling was decorated
with poppies, while her
cortege was accompanied by
members of all three services,
and the Royal British Legion, as
well as the Battle of
Britain Spitfire flypast, which
passed over the village three
times. It is intended there should
be a permanent memorial on the
white cliffs of Dover, under plans
unveiled by her family and the
murdered Southend MP Sir David
Amess, a friend of the family. "A
lot of people don't know what she
did," he said. "She came from an
ordinary background in the East
End of London. She was always
down-to-earth - never grand, and
always kind and generous. And
she never forgot the sacrifices
made by the troops in the Second
World War."
If you get the opportunity and
want a nostalgic trip down
memory lane, I heartily
recommend a visit to Ditchling to
catch up with Dame Vera Lynn:
An Extraordinary Life, an
exhibition (on until the start of
April) showcasing over 100
objects from the estate of the
‘Forces’ Sweetheart’, including
numerous previously unseen
personal items. It offers an
unparalleled insight into both the

public and personal life of the
singer and reveals artwork by
Dame Vera, with 20 portraiture
and still-life works on display,
painted at her homes in London
and then Ditchling, where she
lived from 1944. Perhaps the
most surprising thing we discover
is that she never learnt to read
music - 'I just knew instinctively
what note comes next'. The
exhibition chronicles the nine
decades Dame Vera spent in the
public eye, from her early days as
a singer, to her wartime service in
the ENSA, through to her
extensive post-war entertainment
career and charitable work. Her
secret leather diary from her
three-month tour through Burma
is shown for the first time, as are
the iconic military shorts she wore
when performing to the Allied
troops (“two sizes too large for my
waist”) and the Burma Star
awarded in 1985, alongside gold
discs, photographs and costumes
from her career. Her wartime
wedding suit and the cardboard
cake from her marriage are also
on display. A new portrait by Neil
Gower commissioned by
Ditchling Museum of Art and Craft
sits at the heart of the exhibition.
Her early life as a singer and
dancer is represented by the
feather dress made by her mother
and the tiara she wore when
performing at 11 in the Kracker
Kabaret Kids. Her teenage ballet

and tap shoes are also on display.
There is also a copy of a top-
secret instruction from King
George VI to perform at the then
Princess Elizabeth II’s 16th
birthday in 1942, where she is
asked to excuse herself from her
duties at the Empire Theatre,
London for the Royal Command
Performance at Windsor Castle.
The letter is accompanied by a
programme from the party, signed
by the other performers including
the comedian Tommy Handley
from ITMA and Jack Warner,
remembered for Dixon of Dock
Green. Photographs of Dame
Vera with troops in Egypt, India
and Burma are on display, while
visitors can also read moving
letters sent into her radio show
Sincerely Yours.
In the 1950s and 60s Dame Vera
travelled the globe with Harry and
her daughter Virginia, and
previously unseen objects from
these trips, including her trunk,
travel iron and vanity case are
included in the exhibition. Other
wardrobe highlights are a black
velvet dress worn in 1952 when
she appeared on the front of the
New Musical Express, corseted
dresses with net skirts. and five
1950s outfits created exclusively
by British designer Colin Becke. A
star quality exhibition dedicated
to a star quality performer and
national treasure.
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AND
ANOTHER
THING . . .
By Russell Tillson

I always admired, indeed
adored, Dame Vera Lynn. She
was a huge contributor to our
national story from the 1930s
until her death in 2020, aged
103. I had the privilege of
interviewing her in 1995 in front
of an audience of some 500,
mostly pensioners. The visit
was on the strict understanding
that she would not sing but the
combination of a pianist who
knew her key and a very
persuasive audience saw her
leading an unforgettable
celebration of We’ll Meet
Again.
Born in East Ham in 1917, Vera
Lynn (nee Welch) began
performing at the age of seven.
At 11 she took her
grandmother’s maiden name as
a stage name to join the
Kracker Kabaret Kids, a
juvenile singing troupe. After
leaving school at 15 she spent
the 1920s and 30s fronting
some of the top orchestras and
captured the heart of the
British public because, as she
said: "I was never a glamour
girl, I was the girl next door."
In 1936, her first solo record
was Up the Wooden Hill to
Bedfordshire. And in 1937, she
made her first hit recordings,

The Little Boy That Santa Claus
Forgot and Red Sails in the
Sunset. From 1937 to 1940,
she worked with the Ambrose
band, touring extensively and
broadcasting for the BBC and
Radio Luxembourg. In 1939,
she recorded We’ll Meet Again
and in 1941, married Harry
Lewis, a saxophonist and
fellow member of Ambrose's
orchestra. (Lewis became her
manager in 1950 and died in
1998). Her wartime contribution
began when she would sing to
people using London's tube
station platforms as air raid
shelters. She left Ambrose in
1941 and became still more
popular with the success of her
radio programme Sincerely
Yours, with its messages to
British troops serving
abroad. When the Daily
Express asked servicemen to
name their favourite musical
performers Vera came top and
became known as "the Forces'
Sweetheart". In February 1942
the programme was taken off
air for 18 months out of fear
that her sentimental songs
would undermine the "virile"
nature of British soldiers! She
toured Egypt and India with the
Entertainment National
Services Association, after
which she travelled to Burma,
meeting and performing at
outside concerts for the troops,
raising their morale and
reminding them of home.
Songs such as We’ll Meet
Again, The White Cliffs of
Dover, There'll Always Be An
England, I'll Be Seeing You and
Wishing will always be
associated with Vera and also
helped raise spirits at home
during the Blitz. 'My songs
reminded the boys of what they
were really fighting for,' she
said. 'Precious, personal
things, rather than ideologies
and theories.'
Her career continued to flourish
after the war with hits at home
and overseas, and she
performed into the 1990s. Her
Auf Wiederseh'n, Sweetheart
in 1952 became the first record
by a British performer to top
the U.S. charts. In 1955, she
was given her first television
series, Vera Lynn Sings, which

ran for three seasons. She also
dedicated her name and her
time to various charities
relating to ex-servicemen,
cerebral palsy, and animal
rights. She made her final
public performance at a VE
Day anniversary event at Hyde
Park in 1995. She was awarded
the OBE in 1969 and was made
a Dame in 1975 in honour of
her charitable achievements.
She was recognised for her
services to entertainment and
charity in 2016 after being
made a Companion of Honour
in the Queen's 90th birthday
honours. Vera Lynn’s signature
song, We’ll Meet Again became
an anthem for hope during the
war and a staple of wartime
films. On 5 April 2020 the
Queen referred to the song in a
televised address after the first
pandemic lockdown had been
announced, assuring the nation
that 'We will meet again.'
Dame Vera remained an iconic
figure of British spirit during and
after the war. In 2000 she was
named as the Briton who best
exemplified the spirit of the 20th
century. Her autobiography, Some
Sunny Day, published in 2009,
followed two previous
memoirs: Vocal Refrain (1975)
and We'll Meet Again (1989). The
VE Day ceremonies in 2005
included a concert in Trafalgar
Square, where she made a
surprise appearance. Her speech
called upon the younger
generation always to remember
the sacrifice made by veterans. In
2009, at the age of 92, she
became the oldest living artist to
top the album chart withWe'll
Meet Again: The Very Best of
Vera Lynn. For her 100th
birthday in 2017, Vera Lynn
100 was released setting her
original vocals to new re-
orchestrated versions of her
songs. By October, she had
become the best-selling female
artist of the year.
The Royal British Legion
described Vera Lynn as 'an
unforgettable British icon -a
symbol of hope to the Armed
Forces community past and
present.’ On the day of her death,
the BBC suspended its
programmes in favour of tributes.
She was awarded a military
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Photos From The PastWith Vince Shell
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Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor Memory Lane

The ruined churches of the Marsh. Hope was once a substantial village but was abandoned in the 17th
century when the church was in a very poor condition. The photo was taken in 2012.

Midley was a Saxon village from the 8th century and still existed in the 17th century. It was once a small
island in the River Rother. The photo shows a church service in the 1940s.

You may recall me extolling the joys of children's tv programme
The Double Deckers in a previous excursion down memory
lane. Here Come the Double Deckers centred on the
adventures of seven children whose base was an abandoned
red double-decker London bus which resided in a scrap yard.
Now before I share my own double decker related adventures,
and there are some, let me first categorically state that none of
us were called Brains, Sticks, Doughnut or Tiger although we
did have a Billy amongst our number. We never actually owned/
rented or nicked a red double-decker London bus. We never,
ever, ever had our own theme tune and to my knowledge we
never, ever sang or danced on a red double-decker London bus
and the only scrap yard near us was the one round the back of
me and Billy's houses which was owned by Kray adversaries
The Richardsons. We did, however, spend large parts of the
school holidays on said double decker buses due to the
legendary, in London, Red Bus Rover.

The Red Bus Rover was a ticket that allowed you to travel all
over London on the day it was purchased for a ridiculously low
sum. With a Rover ticket firmly ensconced in hand the sky was
the limit (well London was) and you could travel all over the
capital by bus. The Rover offered the chance to 'escape the
nest' and we had soon 'flown the coop' for unchartered
territories. London buses offered you not only a chance to travel
but their frequency meant that you could hop from one bus to
the next with easy frequency. To a young impressionable kid
who had spent most of his childhood travelling on buses around
Camberwell, to school in Peckham and to the Lion's Den the
RBR offered you a chance to explore and widen your horizons.
Oh, how times have changed we had just started secondary
school, had no mobile phones and yet we were going to
destinations unknown, well out of view of our parents with just
enough money for a bag of chips. Thankfully we always
returned, sometimes a little late but always safe and sound.

I'll never forget the day, after purchasing a Rover, someone
organised a massive game of 'It' around London. We had
managed to round up about 30 of us and we worked in pairs. 2
people were selected as 'It' and the rest simply had to hide on
London buses avoiding detection. If caught they joined the 'It'
team. As memory recalls there was no winner as, with no
mobile phones, the game simply fizzled out due to everyone
getting bored and going home. For the record 'It' was never
repeated again.

As we got older our attitudes changed and while most normal
kids used the Rover as the ideal opportunity to visit museums
or other places of interest. For our little mob of fledgling
gangsters, don't judge me I blame my surroundings and
neighbours, it was a chance to visit other manors and flex our
non-existent muscles. South London was already ours so why
not extend our territory. Despite us including Millwall, Chelsea,
Arsenal and Spurs amongst our numbers we all considered
ourselves well and truly Sarf London and proud of it. So, a little
jolly to Camden and the market or Hackney incorporating a trip
down Petticoat Lane was considered an invasion. A visit to the

East End was always considered a risky excursion and a good
way of increasing your credibility. One particular day we
decided to try and get round all the London football grounds. I
don't think we managed it after we decided that Watford was a
bridge too far. In hindsight It was a pretty pointless exercise as
we had been to most of the grounds already. In the days when
you could just pitch up to watch a game, we would always go to
a game on the Saturday depending on where our own team
was playing.

We were always on the lookout for a bigger and more
adventurous challenge and that came in the shape of the West
End. The West End with its displays of dazzling neon lights and
an abundance of amusement arcades was an obvious draw.
With pockets full of change and armed with huge amounts of
bravado we headed 'West' and would 'hit' the arcades, of
course we were totally oblivious to the seedier and dangerous
elements that existed but that just fuelled our curiosities and as
we grew older, we were soon visiting the streets of Soho. We
had also added defiance to our growing list of negative traits as
Soho was a definite no-go zone. We were later to learn of the
murders of several rent boys in the area but that just added to
our credibility although in all honesty we always stuck tightly
together.

We owe the Rover a huge slice of gratitude as it aided and
abetted our journey through childhood. It sadly ended as we
grew older and the tube was considered the preferred and age-
appropriate mode of travel. But I'll leave you with a tale that
grew and grew and destroyed my mate who will remain
nameless. One particular summers day during the 6 weeks
holidays we decided to go strawberry picking in Dulwich. We
set off in good spirits and enjoyed a pleasant day larking about
in the field picking juicy strawberries. By the end we all had
several baskets of strawberries which would be distributed
amongst family members. When I say all, all except my mate,
who we will call 'Boy X' to protect his identity and reputation. X
had decided to take advantage of the 'free food' and had eaten
his own body weight in freshly picked and unwashed
strawberries.

All was going well until X started to suffer stomach cramps on
the journey back to Camberwell. X began to panic and
considered getting off to find a toilet. We, of course, as caring
and compassionate friends told him he was on his own and we
weren't budging. What followed will go to the grave with me as
X let rip an evil smelling expulsion which caused a mass
dispersal, thankfully the bus wasn't busy so we were able to
clear the area. The stomach cramps continued and he went a
shade of green as X's facial expression changed to one of
immense pain. He let out another loud fart which was followed
by the familiar sound of squelchy defeat. He tried to hide his
embarrassment but we were in no mood to let this pass and
were whipped up into a frenzy as we let our fellow passengers
know of X's predicament. Thankfully, for X, there were no
mobiles so this story is resigned to memory and legend and for
this story alone I salute you Red Bus Rover.
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Eight Toothed
Beetle Warning
Jan Holben

Some 8 months ago, middle of 2021, the Forestry
Commission put out an alert to all woodland managers, land
owners and tree nurseries about the eight toothed spruce
bark beetle (Ips typographus) which had been discovered in
Kent and East Sussex.

Sadly new breeding populations of the eight toothed beetle
has been discovered in our neck of the woods too,
specifically Lyminge forest, and according to the Forestry
commission: “Swift and robust action” is being taken in
response to the spruce bark beetle outbreaks with the
Forestry Commission overseeing the required eradication
measures.

Nicola Spence, the UK Chief Plant Health Officer, said:
“Several outbreaks of the eight-toothed spruce bark beetle
in areas of woodland in Kent and East Sussex have been
confirmed”.

She went on to state that they are taking all necessary
action to limit the spread of outbreaks as part of the well
established biosecurity protocol used for tree pests and
diseases. With necessary legislation in place to restrict the
movement of spruce trees in the area.

She encourages anyone who suspects a sighting of the
bark beetle to report these to the Tree Alert portal at:
www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/tree-
alert/

If you have spruce trees on your own land the common
sense advice on how to stop bark beetle re-infestation is: 1)
prune dead branches whenever they they occur, 2) remove
wood and other hiding places, 3) do not stack fresh
chopped wood around trees or keep wood piles in your
yard, 4) be aware of the signs including: – Bark: look for
reddish-brown pitch tubes. These ½-¾ inch blobs of sap on
the outside of a tree trunk are a sign that bark beetles
successfully attacked the tree. Leaves/needles: Needles on
dying conifer trees and pines begin to turn a reddish-brown
and often start changing colour at the top of the tree.

Although the eight toothed beetle sounds formidable, and is
certainly a destructive pest for the spruce trees species,
especially weakened or damaged trees – the beetle itself
does not affect human health.
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More Memories of the 1940s
“I was living in St. Mary’s Road, New Romney with my
parents and sister at the time. I remember a crowd that
marched along St. Mary’s Road to capture the first
German pilot who parachuted down near the New Cut
in 1940. I also remember the Doodle-bug that landed
with a very loud bang just off St. Mary’s Road, causing
minor damage to our house and others. I recall sitting
on the roof of our house with my dad watching the dog
fights in the Battle of Britain. Also the mundane things
that seem long ago now, such as potato picking in the
field between Rolfe Lane and St. Mary’s Road (long
since a housing estate), the tradesmen who delivered
to the door, Mr Cloak the fishmonger and Bim Boucher
for Vyes before he was called up in 1941 and killed
soon afterwards.” . . . Richard Ray.

“We were living in Eastbridge Road, Dymchurch when
we heard rumours that we were going to have another
war and in September 1939, war was declared on
Germany. Because of the constant air-raids, I decided
to take my daughter Margaret to a farm at Brook, near
Ashford. We returned to Dymchurch a year or so later
and the family was reunited again.

“We seemed to be living in the front line and ‘Marley’
my husband had the chance of a job on the hills so we
moved to Marwood Farm, near Aldington and he
started work for Captain Allnatt. We shared the house
with two land girls and pooled their rations of corned
beef and meat. As ‘Marley’ was a shepherd, he was a
key man on the farm and he was also a member of the
local Home Guard. Sometimes he had to go and work
in a field called Lower Wall, which was down on the
Marsh the other side of the canal. He had to cross it in
a boat as there wasn’t a bridge nearby. I also helped
on the farm and usually seemed to end up with the

‘mucky’ jobs!
I helped with
pulling
mangolds,
harvesting,
sorting
runner beans
and picking
potatoes.
“I remember
one very hot
day in
particular as
a Doodle-bug
appeared and scared us. It was the first one we had
seen in daylight. Sometime later, a Doodle-bug
exploded near us and we saw that three sides of our
roof had gone. Most of the windows were blown out
and parts of ceilings littered the floors. We boarded up
the windows and soon got back to normal.
“One day when we were hoeing lettuce on higher
ground, we had a lovely view of the coast and could
see for miles around. We could see ships and barges
everywhere and bombers and spitfires in the sky. We
didn’t do very much work that day as there were so
many interesting things to see. Next day the wireless
told us what had happened; our forces had invaded
Dunkirk. The farmhouse eventually had to be
demolished and it was time for us to move on.
“This was still during the war and we found a house in
Spitalfield Terrace, Lydd Road, New Romney and
‘Marley’ started working for Basil Prior. It was nice to
be near the shops and the bus stop was just along the
road. One day in a paper I saw advertised some
government surplus parachutes for sale so I sent away
for two nylon ones. When the parcel arrived, I didn’t
realise they would be so large or the nylon so beautiful
and white. I made myself a nylon blouse which my
neighbour next door admired and she asked would I
make one for her. Soon I was making silk garments for
all of the neighbours.
“I often used to cycle over to Ivychurch to help my
mother clean the farmhouse as she had arthritis quite
bad in both of her legs. One day, I had a telegram to
say that she had been taken very ill and would I go
over as fast as I could? She was taken to hospital but
sadly died after three days. What a lot of old memories
I can recall when we were one big family together at
Poplar Farm, the lovely old farmhouse in Ivychurch
where I was born.” . . . Margaret Booth (Ovenden)

Because Zoe is away, Our editor
shares his recipe for….

Porchetta ragu
Be inspired by the Italian rolled pork dish,
porchetta. This ragu is ideal when you have
guests – leave it simmering whilst you entertain

Ingredients

2 tbspolive oil
800gpork shoulder,
diced3pork sausages
1onion, chopped
1carrot, chopped
1celery stick, chopped
2 largegarlic cloves, crushed
2 tsp fennel seeds, crushed
pinchof chilli flakes (optional)
200mlwhitewine
2bay leaves
2 rosemary sprigs, leavespickedand finely chopped
½bunchof thyme
00ml chicken stock
3 tbsp tomatopurée
2 x400gcans chopped tomatoes
2 tbspdouble cream
1 lemon, zested
½bunchof parsley, finely chopped
500g rigatoni pasta
gratedparmesan, to serve

STEP 1
Heat half the oil in a large casserole over a
medium-high heat, and fry the diced pork for 5
mins, stirring often until browned. Transfer to a
bowl using a slotted spoon and set aside.
Squeeze the sausagemeat from the skins into
the pan, and fry for 2-3 mins until browned.
Scoop into the bowl with the diced pork.

STEP 2
Reduce the heat to low and fry the onion, carrot
and celery for 5 mins in the remaining oil. Add
the garlic, fennel seeds and chilli flakes and fry
for 1 min more. Return the meat to the pan
along with the wine. Bring to a simmer and cook
until the liquid has reduced by about half. Add
the bay, rosemary, thyme, stock, tomato purée
and chopped tomatoes, and return to a simmer.
Season. Cover and cook over a low heat for 2
hrs 30 mins, or until the pork is falling apart.

STEP 3
Remove the lid, discard the bay and turn up the
heat slightly. Simmer for 5-10 mins, or until
slightly reduced, stirring often. Stir in the cream,
lemon zest and parsley. Season to taste.

STEP 4
Cook the pasta following pack instructions. Toss
with the ragu, and serve sprinkled with
parmesan.
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Many of the gardening tips are a repeat of
the last Looker’s tips. Tidying, pruning,
enjoying the spring flowerswith their
shoots above the ground! It is really
wonderful to see life reappearing, and all
the shrub and trees have buds, and lots
of perennials are showing.Whatever the
weather throws at you now, you feel you
can cope, becausewe are on theway to
Spring.
It is wonderful too, to see a bit of length in
the evenings andmornings, and hear the
birds singing. The buds remind us to get
onwith the pruning of shrubs, and
dividing perennials before they start
growing again.We have ordered and
received our seeds. It is good to sees the
stores beginning to stock gardening
supplies, so you can start buying seeds, if
youwant to start planning for this year.
With the earliest stock of seeds,make
sure they are fresh seeds and have a
couple of years, before they expire.We all
have seedswe don’t use, and you still
want them to be usable next year.
With us all being conscious of
sustainability, make a point of not buying
anything that is in black plastic, because it
is not recyclable.Most growers and
garden centres have themessage by
now, but if no one buys them, theywill
soon get themessage!
It is hard to find efficient substitutes for
plastic plant pots, but we can use them
again and again. Gardeners are divided
about the need towash them, but they
just look healthier if we give themawash,
and are easier to store, if nice and clean,
in piles sitting in each other. Most
gardeners have large numbers of spare
pots, and if you have toomany, just ask
around your gardening friends, if anyone
wants them, or leave themoutside for
anyonewhowants them!They cannot be
recycled, because they are at the end of
the recycling line, and have already been
recycledmany times!
The other big sustainability issue is
compost. I used to think that therewas a
date bywhich all bought compost had to
be peat free, andwewere buying
multipurpose compost, without realising it
still had a huge amount of peat in it. Last
year we began to check, to find that
some John Innes planting composts had
70 and 80%peat in them!! Peat is
irreplaceable in human time spans. It
takes 50,000 years tomake. Removing
peat is actually adding hugely damaging
to the planet. They have found out that
vast amounts of carbon are stored in the
sphagnummoss of peat bogs.When it is
removed that carbon is all released into
the atmosphere, adding to global
warming. So conscientious gardeners are
trying hard to not use composts with peat

in them.There are a number of
alternatives, but nearly all more
expensive, sowe have tomake a
deliberate effort to be kind to the
environment. You can of course create
your own compost, but a long term
solution, with several compost bins, that
have to be turned into another one, until
the compost, is fine enough to be used
as potting compost. It will probably take
2-3 years to of turning and changing to
reach this stage, but then youwill have a
constant supply. Some years ago the
council was giving people compost bins
with a lid, but they are not the complete
answer. They need to be turned and
changed into another bin, and open to the
elements.Warmth can speed the
process, so some people put old carpet
on the piles, or layers of cardboard. But
the rain has to get to it.
Agoodmix of stuff can go into the bin, but
not all of one thing.Agood rule is amix of
brown and green. Small amounts of
paper will also decompose. Do not put
cooked food on the heap, because of
attracting vermin.All uncooked peelings
can go on it.Whenweeding it is better to
put them in a gardening bin. If you don’t
have one (which has to be paid for as an
extra) just bag your weeds, and take
them to the tip. Some of theweeds in our
gardens are called perniciousweeds, it is
impossible to kill the roots, and youwill
just be spreading themaround your
garden, if put in the compost! Chunky
things, like stalks, will take several years
to decay down, but you can chop them
up before they go in the heap. Thenwhen
turning the heap, you just throw back
anything that is not at the correct stage, to
go through the systemagain!

ANDNOWFORTHEVEGETABLES

This is the time of year when you’re
itching to get out and start that big
programmeof preparation for the coming
year! I must confess to being somewhat
behind in this respect, partly because of
theweather and partly because I find you
need to pace yourself if the advancing
years can give you a tender back or
aching hips!
However, nature has a habit of catching
up so if you haven’t got round to doing
some of the jobs Imentioned in the last
edition of The Looker, it’s not too late.
Pruning our gooseberry bushes is a
priority, as if you leave it too late new
growth begins on the branches you don’t
want to keep, and the fruiting energy is
thereby dispersed. Outwardly, prune the
bush to take on a goblet shape, and
remove any suckers or growth at soil

level. Prune any inward growing shoots/
branches so that air can circulate freely
and reduce the risk of disease. Generally,
if your bush has grown too large, reduce
the length of the branches by about one
third to one half, and all new side shoots
pruned back almost to their base. This
encourage newgrowth and for the fruiting
spurs to develop.Wear strong gloves to
reduce the risk of thornwounds!
The soil wherewe live is largely shingle
with a few inches of topsoil on, so if this is
a problem for you, then raised beds are a
practical solution. I love parsnips, but
have never hadmuch successwith the. If
you dowant to grow parsnips, the seeds
have a long period of germination, so if
you sow them in February theywill have
a long growing season tomature.
Because you sow them closely together,
the young seedlingswill need thinning out
once they get big enough to handle, but
be careful not to disturb adjacent
seedlings as they don’t like to be
replanted if disturbed. This is similar to
how to treat beetroot seedlings later in the
year.
If you have awarm spot in a conservatory
or on awindowsill, you can sow lettuce
seeds to get an early crop, but don’t plant
out until warmer weather arrives and
danger of frost is past. You can also start
to raise leek seedlings in similar
conditions, ready to plant out in the
spring. I notice that seed potatoes, onion
sets and shallots are now available, and
it’s a good idea to buywhat you need in
the next couple of weeks. Seed potatoes
should be kept in a dark, cool place so
that they can start to produce “roots” or
chitting as it’s called. If you collect egg
boxes, the potatoes can replace the eggs
and this will ensure that they don’t touch
each other. Theywill then be ready for
sowing inMarch/April. I always find
onions and shallots arewell worth
growing.You buy onions in “sets”, which
means that the tiny onions can be planted
directly into the soil, usually in early
March. Imported “shop” onions never
seem to have the same bite as ones you
grow yourself. I see now that you can buy
onions that don’t make you cry! Not sure
whether I want those!
Shallots can be planted out from
February as they are hardy andwill
mature by July.We lift ours, let themdry
out and then pickle themaccording to old
recipemy grandfather used. Crusty
bread, a lump of cheese and a couple of
crunchy pickled onions are a feast in
themselves!

Enjoy looking forward to the newgrowing
season!

Keep Life simple.

Every year, life seems to get more
complicated. Forms that used to be
half a page, now take up, 4 pages.
Choosing anything now sees the
options in the hundreds, if not
thousands. Computers were
supposed to cut down on
paperwork, but the reverse has
happened. Most of us have more of
everything, more than we could
possibly need. Every Christmas
shops have more and more items to
tempt us to part with our money.
And every Easter. And every
holiday season. Commerce is in a
mad scramble to tempt us to part
with our pennies, creating “must
haves” that no one had heard of 2
years ago! We have to keep
reminding ourselves to “Keep life
simple” to keep an eye on our
spending.

Vegan January.

It is nowhere more prevalent than in
the food market. We all appreciate
new ideas for additions to our diet,
but are we slaves to the food
industry’s advertising and whims?
Being Vegan January, the options
on the supermarkets shelves have
exploded, to the point where it is
feeling like the current “band
wagon”! Especially the pretend
meat products. They can be a valid
part of the vegetarian/vegan diet,
but if you are really sold on a plant
based diet, wouldn’t it be better to
start investigating the reality of
basing your diet on plants that grow
in the UK? More than three quarters
of the vegan items on offer have

been made in a factory. Which is
probably heavy on fossil fuels to run
the factory. Others items and ideas
are strong on trendy foreign
vegetables and plant products,
which have travelled many
thousands of food miles. Are we
really doing the planet a favour in
this case? Or being swept up in the
latest fad?

If you are serious about
sustainability there are lots of other
things you can do, and ideas to
think about.

-Check on all manufactured vegan/
vegetarian items. Some are made
with Soy, and this is one of
sustainability’s baddies! One of the
reasons for destroying the vital
Amazon rain forest, is to supply the
world’s increasing need for Soy and
Palm Oil. If your product contains
Soy, it is not 100% planet friendly.
The top of the range product,
Quorn, is made with protein from
fungus, not soy.

-Are you thorough with your
recycling regime?

-Are you happy to make do with last
year’s clothes, to save buying
more?

-Am I making an effort to buy
natural fibres, and forego the easy
care synthetics? So that when they
are washed, they are not adding to
the toxic plastic sludge in our rivers
and seas, but decompose
completely.

-Do I do more washing than is really
necessary, because it is too much
trouble to fold things up and make
an informed decision about whether
they need washing? There is a
drive to make products that will
wash at 30dC. But is it the amount,
rather than the temperature, that is
a problem nowadays? Clothing
does not need washing because it
has once been near human skin!
Only wash items that are dirty,
grubby or smelly. Clothes do NOT
need sterilising. The moment you
open your machine, it is exposed to
the air, and is unsterile. Ordinary
washing is sufficient. On a modern
note it has also been shown that
the Covid virus only lives for 7
minutes, on surfaces. So there is no
need, now, for neurotic, operating
theatre hygiene in an ordinary
home.

-Am I trying to cut down on the use
of plastic, even recyclable plastic?
Even recyclable plastic is a big
drain on the world’s resources, and
uses up fossil fuels in the process
of recycling.

-Do you really need 23 different
cleaning products in your cupboard
for everyday use? Stick to basics,
maybe washing up liquid, bleach,
cream cleaner like cif, your regular
product for washing clothes, anti
bac spray and toilet cleaner.

Best wishes with your sustainability
drive! Some planet friendly things
may cost a little more, but by
simplifying your regimes, you will
save money in the end.

Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch

ENGLAND SWINGS

Performances
19th & 20thMarch

At:
The Tin Tabernacle, Hythe

Tickets available

at Coffee mornings at the Tin Tabernacle

Come and relive the iconic
moments & music of the

60’s & 70s
With our talented cast of
singers & dancers & actors

Tickets £5.00
(Due to Covid-19 Limited SeatingAvailable)

The U3A’s Music & Drama (Mad) Group
Presents …



CHURCH UPDATE
By June Gooch

Rotary Club
of Romney
Marsh
Catch Up
Well, we made it through what proved to
be a tough year for many and now hope
for a much better 2022 but it is clear that
the challenges of the Covid pandemic are
still with us and that we all have a duty to
do all we can to shield and protect
ourselves, our families and all that we
come into contact with. Our club was
involved in a range of activities in the run
up to Christmas, here is a round up of
recent highlights.

Celebrating (virtually) with our Contact
Club in Germany.

In May 2019 our club celebrated its 50th
Anniversary and a group came over from
our ‘contact club’ in Gelsenkirchen Buer in
the Ruhr area of Germany to join our
celebrations. Sadly our members were
unable to return the compliment with a
reciprocal visit to Germany to celebrate

their 60thAnniversary in November but
we were able to join them in spirit by
having a German themed night at The
Warren Golf Club where we hold our
regular Thursday evening meetings. The
tables were decorated with the flags of
both nations and a thoroughly good time
was had by all. Naturally we told our
German friends all about it and they were
overwhelmed and delighted that we had
celebrated with them in this way.

Welcoming new friends

At the same meeting, we were at last able
to welcome John Lawson andAttilla of the
John Lawson Circus and present them
with a certificate formally recognising the
help they have given us and other Rotary
Clubs as they travelled around the
country. Their willingness to allow
Rotarians to take a collection in support of
their local charities at each location they
visited is very much appreciated and we
are delighted to have them as ‘Friends’ of
Romney Marsh.

Rotary Young Chef Competition

Nine budding young chefs cooked up a
storm in the area round of this year’s
Rotary Young Chef competition held in the
Catering Department of Folkestone

College on 18th November and
sponsored by Folkestone Hotel and
CateringAssociation and the four Rotary
Clubs of Folkestone, Hythe, Channel and
Romney Marsh. Their work was judged
by three local hotel chefs on the taste and
presentation of their dishes as well as
costs, planning, healthy choices and the
range of skills used. The winner was 16-
year-old Isabel Keutenius, who prepared
a seafood and chicken paella. Runner-up
was 11-year-old Lucas Gilham, who
served smoked salmon, new potatoes
and green beans. They each received a
cash prize, a cookery book and a
certificate, presented by the president of
the Rotary Club of Folkestone, Kate
McNeice.

Romney Marsh Sleigh Runs

All of our members love the sleigh runs
and the interaction with the wonderful
people in our area and we were really
pleased to be back and can now report
that the total amount collected was well
over £5,000.

What else?

Our members were pleased to support
the local SalvationArmy ToyAppeal,
provide a lovely ‘Big Ted’ to help with a
local school raffle and once again hand
out a festive puzzle sheet to children in
our local schools. We are now looking
forward to our Golf Day inApril and,
hopefully, a Quiz Night in May. Check out
our website
www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk

for details.

FoodBank
These are continuing with a delivery only
service. If you are struggling to feed
yourself or your family (and it applies to
single people and couples, not just
people with children) Ring Citizens
Advice Bureau, on free phone 080
2082138 to explain your problem and
obtain a voucher. The food will be
delivered to your home. You can have 3
days supply of dried and tinned food, and
help in other ways, if your problems need
to be referred to another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number,
ring the RMCC number 01797 366855,
during weekdaymornings, or Rev Chris
in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before
11am on the day of the food bank, which
is Tuesdays in NewRomney, from
5.30pm-7pm and Fridays in Lydd.

There are collections points in most
supermarkets and churches. Themost
useful items at present are, shaving
foam, tinnedmeat, hot and cold,
vegetarian options, children’s toothpaste,
washing up liquid and toilet rolls. They do
not need, cereal, pasta, rice, tinned
baked beans or tinned soup.

Covid 19. Just today, (19.1.22) some of
the restrictions have been lifted, but most
churchesmay want to keepmask
wearing, and limits on closemixing and
social events. See your own church for
details and for regular Sunday services.

CARM (CaringAll Together on the
Marsh) meetings are up and running at
full strength, in Lydd, Greatstone, New
Romney, Dymchurch and Brookland. For
more information ring 01223 758122.
Lifts can be arranged if you havemobility
problems. They are for all who need
companionship, especially older people,
whomay feel isolated. 5th Sunday.
With having 5 Sundays in themonth,
there will be a combined Holy
Communion at 11am at St Nicholas, New
Romney.All are invited from the benefice,
there will be no other services.

Brookland, StAugustine.
There is a community cupboard in the
church, which is open during the day, and
free to anyone who feels they are
struggling to buy food. It is supplied by
volunteers, and an initiative of the C/E
Primary School in Brookland, as part of
their community efforts to help people not
so fortunate. It is a school project for a
year, but it I hoped it will become a
permanent feature, to serve the

community. There is also a bookshop,
selling books, funds for the church. It is
on a donation basis.
The next service will be on Sunday, 13th
and will an Evensong at 6.30pm.

Burmarsh,All Saints.
The church and village are seeking to
bring the village hall back to life. There is
a social media page www.facebook.com/
burmarshhallrenovations/ if you would
like to keep up to date. They are hoping
to open a justgiving page soon, and are
hoping the demolition order for the
dangerous back extension will be granted
soon.

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul.
The church is in need of an organist, so if
you, or anyone you knowwould be able
to help, please get in touch with any
member of the PCC or Rev Chris
Hodgkins on 01797 335003.
There is a bible study, on Tuesday
mornings starting at 10.30 for coffee and
the study itself, starts at about 11am and
closes at MD. You can bring a packed
lunch, and remain to chat, if you wish.

Greatstone, St Peters.
The new hall is up and running, and
being used by several groups during the
week. There is a service every Sunday
morning at 10.30am, alternatively a
morning worship and communion. The
fund that was raisingmoney for the hall,
is now raisingmoney to develop the
garden, at present just weedy shingle.
For anyone with access to the benefice
magazine, “MarshMatters” there is an
amazing photo of St Peter’s being built,
with absolutely nothing around it, just an
endless sea of shingle. Hard to imagine
nowadays!

Lydd,All Saints.
Usual morning service at 10.30am every
Sunday. In the absence of a church hall,
many events and clubs take place
regularly in the Hardy Hall, now that life is
opening up again. See notices on the hall
notice board, for full details of themany
activities. It has been noticed that a new
Evangelical church has opened in the old
RC church.AGroup which is part of
reformedGrace Baptist church has
regular services. If interested, go along
and see the times of services on the
notices. It is believed that the land behind
the church is going to be built upon.

NewRomney, St Nicholas.
Usual service is at 11am on Sundays.
The successful coffeemornings will not
be held this month, as is usual, but will

recommence on Saturday, February 19th
from 10am -12md.All welcome.

RomneyMarsh Community
Church
Worship has continued on Sunday
mornings at 10.30am. Children’s teaching
and craft during the service takes place,
for all ages, and all are welcome to the
services, with a combination of old and
newChristianmusic. The prayer
meetings and home groups have also
started again, and the Thursdaymorning
toddler group. If interested, come along
on a Thursday, meet the team and the
people who come. It meets from 9-11am.
The church on North Street is also the
venue for the food bank, see top of article
for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans.
The fortnightly services have
recommenced, and the next one is on,
Sunday, February 13th at 9am, a friendly
group, so all would be welcome.

StMary in theMarsh.
There will be an evensong at 6.30pm on
the 2nd Sunday of eachmonth, so the
next one will be on February 13th. The
Haywardians Choir meets every Friday at
7.30pm in the church for Practice. New
members are always welcome. They
give charity concerts in the area, raising
money for a wide variety of local causes.
In recent years they have raised in
excess of £36,000. The first concert this
year is theMayor’s Charity concert in St
Nicholas Church, NewRomney on
Saturday, March 26th at 7.30pm.

StMary’s Bay.All Saints.
Regular service. Sunday, 10.30am.,
except Sunday 30th January, when there
will be a combined benefice service at St
Nicholas NewRomney at 11am.
Fund raising. Friday February 4th, Cha
and cakes. Saturday, February 5th
Jumble Sale. See church notices for
times.

Church Chuckle.
From aChristmas card. Mary, very
pregnant, was looking around the stable,
with a worried look on her face. Joseph
was consulting his mobile. Well, I
suppose it has only had one star on trip
advisor…….

Wit andwisdom.

You get what you work for, not what you
wish for. Successful head teacher in
TottenhamVale.
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Pros and
Cons of
staying in
an Airbnb
Airbnb is a huge thing these days, in
fact so much so that it is estimated
that it put over £3.5 Billion into the UK
Economy last year (yes I did say
BILLION). However some people are
saying that it is killing the traditional
tourism industry, by putting a hotels
into a dwindling market place
especially with the huge uptake in
staycations.
Hoteliers state quite rightly that the
staycation owner is only maximising
a spare asset such as spare rooms,
possibly as a result of children
leaving home for university or starting
their adult life. Whereas a hotel has
guests as its sole survival means.
And have to compete on a not so
level playing field, having to pay staff
wages, huge power bills and higher
business rates, than the new DIY
competitors.
Home rentals like those offered by
Airbnb and other suppliers such as
Vrbo have been a thing for years
now. In fact, we’ve gotten to the point
where the brand name “Airbnb” is
synonymous with the service it offers.
Instead of staying in a hotel room,
you stay "in an Airbnb."
If you’re a little late to the trend, you
might be wondering what all the hype
is and if it’s really worth it signing up
for an Airbnb (or another home rental
brand) account, talking to hosts and
going through a somewhat more
lengthy booking process than just
booking the same-old room you
always get at the Marriott.

Well, to help you decide where you
want to stay the next time you travel,
here are the various pros and cons of
staying in an Airbnb.

TheCons
1. A lengthier
booking process
Yes, the first con is that the booking
process is generally lengthier.
Booking a hotel is so easy. You just
go to a website, add in some credit
card info and book. Done and done.

Booking an Airbnb requires an
account on the website and then
actually conversing with the host (in
most cases) to get your stay booked,
something that might take days.
There are, of course, instant book
options available on AirBnB. But even
then, you’re still at the mercy of the
host.

2. The host
This con can go either way. Some
travellers love people. They love
getting to know locals. Others do not.
When you stay in an Airbnb, you may
meet your host and they may be very
chatty. You may get roped into a long
conversation. They may make you a
snack. This could be good or bad,
depending on your preferences.
However, it is most definitely a con
that, regardless of how nice your host
may be, you’re always at their mercy.
If they decide the day before your
stay that they can no longer rent their
room or home out to you, they can
cancel.

3. It’s not always
cheaper
A lot of people tout Airbnb as a more
affordable option to staying in a hotel.
This can be true in some
circumstances. But, as with most
things in life, you get what you pay
for.
An Airbnb private room in your host’s
home might be more affordable than
a hotel room, but it’s also not as
private as a hotel room (for example,
you probably won’t get your own
private bathroom). An Airbnb that
gives you a full apartment to yourself
might be more affordable than a hotel
room, but it may also be in a more
residential part of town, away from
the city's more desirable areas.

4. You’re a business
traveller
The business travel market is one
that Airbnb has consistently tried to
tap but without much success.
Business travellers just want
amenities that most Airbnb properties
don’t offer. They want plenty of plugs
and places to charge their devices, a
workspace, reliable internet,
somewhere that makes it easy to get
around, quiet spaces to work and
maybe even places to meet with
colleagues.

ThePros
1. The options are
unique and nearly

endless
If you’re looking for a very unique
stay, then Airbnb could be absolutely
perfect for you. Unique, one-of-a-kind
accommodation options is something
that Airbnb offers in droves. Whether
you want to stay on a boat, in a
treehouse, a glamping pod, a cabin
or even a castle, you can find it on
Airbnb.

2. You really can feel
at home
If you want to feel completely at
home when you travel, then an
Airbnb could be just the thing. You
get all the creature comforts that
come with being in an actual home.
You can cook in the kitchen, lie on a
couch and watch television, walk
around the block and see what the
locals see.
Keep in mind that, just as you’d have
to pick up after yourself at home,
you’ll have to pick up after yourself at
your Airbnb, too. Or you'll pay a
cleaning fee.

3. It’s perfect for big
parties
Big parties such as family reunions,
bachelor or bachelorette parties, girl's
trips, etc. can really make use of
Airbnb spaces to their full potential.
Large properties provide plenty of
bedrooms and social spaces for a
price that, when broken down among
a group, often makes staying in an
Airbnb more affordable than staying
in a block of hotel rooms.
Plus, these properties targeted to
traveling groups often offer you things
you could never get in a hotel, such
as a private game room with pool or,
a hot tub, yard space, pool and/or a
large dining room.

4. Immersion is easy
When staying at a big hotel in a
foreign city, it can be easy to feel like
you’re staying really anywhere in the
world. After all, most big brand hotels
all feel the same inside. Close the
curtains and you could be
somewhere else entirely. Immersing
yourself in a foreign culture can be
much easier when you stay at an
Airbnb, especially if you book a single
room instead of an entire property.
This gives you the chance to
socialise frequently with your hosts
who can offer the best insider advice
about your destination.

The Looker thought we would
check out a Hythe based Airbnb
and we have to say we were very
impressed! Here is our review…

The Bolthole
Hythe

The Looker contacted Tiffany Brown who has
been running her own ‘Boutique style’ Airbnb in
Hythe, to see the kind of accommodation that
you can get.

The property
was advertised
as “The Bolt
Hole Hythe
panoramic
coast and sea
views” in Hythe.

The property is
ideally suited for
3 guests to stay
in the very
modern and
stylishly furnished stand alone bungalow, next
door to her hill top home, with stunning
panoramic views over the English channel.

The property has its own car parking space and
consists of a very nice dining room area with a
bedroom with a nice sized double bed along with
a single bed.

The other thing that hit me when I visited is how
clean everything was. (In fairness to the host,
she did not know we were visiting, so there was
no last-minute tidy up done).

In the online advertising it states:

'The Bolt Hole' is a stylish holiday home in Hythe
with panoramic sea and coast line views, an
outdoor seating area with stunning views over
Hythe and
the coast in
a tranquil
and
peaceful
location. It
has its own
private
back
garden and
is a short
walk to the
beach and
high street.

The downstairs area combines a kitchen and
lounge area and W.C, upstairs is a double
bedroom with stunning views across the sea and
coast line and France. A shower is cleverly
concealed behind the bed wall and a designated

work space with
a view!

Although she
has only been
trading for a
short while
Tiffany is listed
as a “Super
host”.

Super hosts are
experienced,
highly rated
hosts who are
committed to
providing great
stays for guests,
Airbnb state.

Tiffany told us. I basically asked myself, what
would I want in accommodation and we tried to
replicate that. For me the most important thing is
to offer a professional service and make yourself
available to ensure your guests have everything
they need without being overbearing.

Its slightly easier for us, as our property is a
stand alone building, which was a granny annex,
so they have their own front door and stay in
isolation from anyone if they want too, but we
are only next door if they want anything.
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S t a r t e r

D e s s e r t

Baklava
Chocolate Fudge Cake
Cheesecake

Cacik  (V)
Hummus (VG)
Grilled halloumi
Calamari 
Mix Cold Meze (For 2)

M a i n  M e n u
Chicken Shish
Sirloin Steak
Spicy Chicken Beyti
Seabass
Grilled King Prawns
Imam Bayildi (VG)
Lamb Beyti 
Falafel & Hummus, Saksuka (VG) 

Dinner
Menu
Special Valentine

For any allergens, please let the waiter/waitress know.
Thank You 

Diamond BBQ
Valentines Menu

14th February

£25 Set Menu - Per Person
Live Music - For a nice romantic
atmosphere with your Loved One

Bookings Call:

01797 458130
Or Book Through

TURKISH RESTAURANT

80 High Street, New Romney, Kent TN28 8AU
@DIAMOND_BBQ


