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St. Mary-in-the-Marsh parish
council expressed its concern
to Kent Police and
Folkestone and Hythe District
Council in December 2021
about activity at Paternoster
Small Farm, in Hope Lane. It
followed complaints to the
council from local farmers
and residents. There were
suggestions that the site is
being used as a dog
sanctuary or puppy farm,
which would require a
licence. A local farmer, Tim
Cole, whose house is the first
property adjacent to the site
has also reported the
situation to the planning
department. There are
stables, pig pens and a
caravan on the site. The

caravan seems to be for dog
use not for human habitation.

The dogs are housed in
stables, are often heard
fighting or howling, and are
clearly distressed. A young
couple make periodic visits,
seemingly by appointment,
and bring individual dogs and
leave them with the occupant
of the site. Ownership
changed hands in November
2021. Planning permission for
residential use was refused
and the caravan should have
been removed by the
previous owner. A middle-
aged woman, possibly from
the traveller community, is
possibly living in the caravan
on the site, though this

seems unlikely as she tends
to visit the site between 11
am and 5.30 pm on
weekdays, with no visits at
weekends. The dogs are
often left unattended for long
periods. Anna Mitchinson, a
horse owner in the adjoining
site, is monitoring activity,
especially car numbers, at
the premises. During a
conversation at the end of
November the occupant told
her that she takes in stray
and unwanted dogs and
cares for them. She didn’t
know how many dogs there
were on the site. She was
seen taking in a spaniel from
a man.

TheTruth
about
contaminated
PrincesParade

Last week saw two landmark
meetings relating to Princes
Parade, the first was when
two separate planning
applications came before the
planning committee and were
voted through and secondly
when the council held a
cabinet meeting where
contractors and experts were
invited to answer questions
put to them, mainly by two of
the leading anti-Princes
Parade protestors.

At the planning meeting, Cllr
Jim Martin, found a substitute
so he could rightfully protest
against the development.
Something that he needed to
do as he would have
otherwise been accused of
‘pre determining the outcome
of the application’.

HOWMUCH IS THAT DOGGIE
IN THE STABLE?
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Lisa Farrell, FHDC’s Animal Licensing
Inspector, Kent police, and the RSPCA
have all visited the site on several
occasions and met with the owner of the
63 dogs. Officers from the Community
Policing Team reported that there were
4-5 dogs in a caravan and the same
number loose and then 10-15 dogs in
each of 3 stables. They were of mixed
breeds, with none injured or suffering
and there were bowls present, albeit the
contents could not be seen. Nobody
was present at the time of the visit. The
RSPCA were contacted and advised to
attend to assess the welfare of the dogs.
On his first visit, the RSPCA officer
advised there were no immediate
welfare issues and felt that the dogs
were in good condition. Kent police
officers have attended the site on more
than one occasion, supported by the
rural task force. In a letter to Damian
Collins MP in January the Chief
Inspector maintained there was no
evidence of criminality or animal cruelty
and the issue had been handed over to
the district council as the lead agency.

Nevertheless, Lisa Farrell believed more
investigation was needed, FHDC
planning enforcement have also visited
the site and have sent a letter as there is
no current permission for either the
caravan or for the land to be used in this
way. At the same time, Russell Tillson,
who represents the ward on the parish
council, became involved and has been
engaged in correspondence with the
various authorities throughout January
with a view to speeding up the ongoing
investigation and relieving the suffering
of the dogs. While there is not yet any
public evidence of breeding or selling of
puppies, few are convinced that the site
is a licensed animal sanctuary, or that its
owner has been granted a licence to
trade in dogs.

The most recent site visit by the
Licensing Department and the RSPCA
was on 27th January, during which the
RSPCA required the owner to make
some improvements, take a small
number of dogs to a vet for examination
and re-house five Labradoodle puppies.
Arrangements have been made for the
hand over the puppies to Franden
Kennels during the next joint visit
planned for 3rd February. Unfortunately,
the powers granted to licensing
authorities to intervene on unlicensed
premises are limited, which makes
investigation difficult and time
consuming. Nevertheless, a very
thorough investigation, involving a
multiplicity of organisations who are

sharing evidence, is continuing and
further information cannot be disclosed
until this is complete. West Sussex
County Council and RSPCA area
officers are also involved as the site
owner lives in that county, has
previously been involved with dogs there
and commutes by road when visiting
Paternoster Farm.

The animal-loving organisation Last
Chance has confirmed it is willing to do
everything possible to help and will offer
warm, safe, hygienic accommodation
together with veterinary care, exercise,
mental stimulation, and human
company. The plight of the dogs has
attracted social media attention, with
animal rights groups urging direct action,
which would of course do nothing to
improve the welfare of the dogs and
might well impede the investigation.
The police are currently monitoring
Paternoster Farm, on the lookout for
trespass and civil disorder.

The Looker, like the residents of St.
Mary-in-the Marsh, awaits the outcome
of the investigations with more than a
little interest. The legislation and
regulations governing the breeding and
sale of dogs are extensive and have
been toughened up in recent years.

Puppies are often victims of
irresponsible breeding, with their first
weeks spent in cramped and squalid
conditions without the care and attention
they need. People choosing new family
pets need to be confident they have
been properly bred and cared for from
birth and are ready to move safely to
their new homes. It is an offence under
Section 4 of the 2006 Animal Welfare
Act for any person to inflict unnecessary
suffering on an animal, which includes
any conduct that was not in compliance
with any relevant enactment or any
relevant provisions of a licence. Section
9 of the same Act specifies that a person
responsible for an animal commits an
offence if he/she does not take
reasonable steps to ensure that the
needs of an animal for which he is
responsible are met. For the purposes of
the Act, these include a suitable
environment and diet, the ability to
exhibit normal behaviour patterns,
housing apart from other animals where
necessary, and protection from pain,
suffering, injury and disease.

There are strict rules governing the
environment in which dogs are bred.
Each adult dog must have access to a
separate bed in a comfortable sleeping
area free from draughts and an exercise
area, part of which must be outdoors. All
adult dogs must be exercised at least
twice daily away from their sleeping
area. Each dog must have enough
space to lie down fully stretched out,
wag its tail, walk, and turn around
without touching another dog or the
walls of the sleeping area. The health,
safety and welfare of each dog must be
checked at the start and end of every
day and at least every four hours during
the daytime. In the case of puppies feed
appropriate for their stage of
development must be provided, while
there should be supervision of each
puppy’s ingestion of the correct share.

If any unlawful activity is going on at
Paternoster Farm, it will certainly be
uncovered. The suffering dogs deserve
nothing less.
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Oneof thedogs that have raised locals
concerns

Dogsarekept inpesticidecontainers

At the same meeting Cllr David Wimble, followed procedure
and also declared that as a cabinet member, it could be
judged that he also had a pre-determined influence and left
the meeting for the duration of the two applications. Despite
protesting and standing for election on stopping Princes
Parade, Cllrs Georgina Trelore, who has protested to stop
the building for many years, failed to declare an interest and
against legal advice still took part in the debate along with
other councillors who received the same advice.

At the second meeting, which was for cabinet members, the
opportunity to question the building contractors and specialist
who have been monitoring the clearance of the site where
questioned.

Cllr Leslie Whybrow, had a long list of
questions on both the contamination of
the site and the building operations.
She also posed questions about the
suitability of the site regarding global
warming and rising seas all of which
were either answered factually and
with professional evidence backed
answers.

On the previous night Cllr Jim Martin
made a statement that ‘Never in the
history of British construction had any
building been put on such a
contaminated site.

This question was put to the main
contractor with the question is this

the most contaminated
construction site in the UK?

The answer was that compared to both the Olympic village
and the millennium dome on the Greenwich peninsular,
these contaminations was only a fraction of these sites. And
that they had a track record on working safely within confines
of contaminated sites. This was the reason why Bam
Construction were more than happy to offer a fixed price,
which would cover any additional costs.

Cllr Tim prater asked the question about howmuch the cost
of the build had gone up over the past 5
years? This was countered with the fact
that even the Martello Lake site (his
preferred choice) would have also come
under scrutiny with its own planning issues
and would have had exactly the same
construction costs, which have gone up
nationally by nearly 30% over the past
18 months.

It was also pointed out that the project had been hampered
by 5 years of mis-information by a number of key
protagonists and that the continued legal challenges had
added nearly 20% to the cost of building the centre. And that
Princes Parade would still have been developed, but without
any of the public amenities

The cabinet heard the report into potential land
contamination on the Princes Parade site which was
produced by the commissioned consultants, LBHGEO Ltd.
at the end of last year.

The development was granted planning approval by the

Council in July 2019 and it included a Land Contamination
condition. A precautionary approach to development which
is essential to protect the community and the environment
from risks associated with past land contamination.

APreliminary RiskAssessment, issued on 9th March 2021,
identified potentially unacceptable land contamination risks.
Developers are legally required to ensure that completed
projects are safe and free from such risks to health,
buildings, controlled waters, and the wider environment.

Prior to development the Local PlanningAuthority (FHDC)
must approve a written report approved by theAuthority, to
include a survey of the extent, scale and nature of
contamination and an assessment of the potential risks to
health, buildings, crops, livestock, pets, woodland, service
lines and pipes, adjoining land, ground and surface waters,
ecological systems, and archaeological sites and ancient
monuments.

The site investigation aims to provide information about
development costs for potential funders and purchasers. It
has detected some contamination not found previously, with
a total of 60 ground investigation soil samples subject to
organic carbon analysis.

Some potential remedial options would simply not be
financially viable due to the scale of the site.

The two areas of landfill on the site are separated by a public
footpath leading from a bridge over the Canal. It extends to a
maximum depth of approximately six metres but is generally
of some four to five metres in thickness. Removal of the
landfill capping will directly expose human health to the
contaminated materials in the landfill, with a risk of it
reaching the wider neighbourhood. At the meeting last
Thursday, the contractor Bam construction stated, this was
common practice in developments of this nature and that the
project would not give any undue risks.

At the meeting Bam Construction, stressed that they had
many years of experience working in built up areas on sights
that had more toxic deposits, such as the Olympic village,
which also was in close proximity of schools and
neighbouring housing developments.

They have entered into a fixed price contract to deliver the
project and are confident that even if they do discover major
contamination and it becomes a lengthy process as the
costs appear to have no upper limit, that this was built into
their costings.



58 High St, Hythe CT21 5AT
Tel: 01797 364837

Webuy& sell
All model railway locomotives
Rolling stock and buildings

We also have a large stock ofmodel cars and buses
We can service yourmodels too!

We always stock track points and accessories
Hundreds of ‘pre loved’models

At affordable prices

Call in and say hello
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Could thedistrict
begettinganew
‘mega’ lorrypark
With ongoing traffic woes as lorries queue into Dover
Docks blocking the M20, this has lead to concerns that
plans for a major new lorry park could be built in Stanford
alongside the M20.

As Brexit plans were being prepared back in 2016, it was
proposed that a lorry park that could facilitate 3600 lorries
was put forward by the Department for Transport.

This was seen as a victory for locals who took on both the
local authority and the DfT.

At the time Local MPDamian Collins said: “The
Government remains committed to providing a long term
solution to operation stack in Kent through off-road lorry
parking. This could be built at Stanford West. After the
decision to scrap the plans this delay is disappointing, but
interim measures will be introduced until the lorry park is
open”.

The first time in recent years that Operation stack was
introduced was on 24 June 2015 due to industrial action
taken by French employees of the MyFerryLink company,
closing the M20 from Junctions 9 to 11 coast-bound,
meaning that continent-bound HGV traffic was stacked all
the way from Junction 8 at Hollingbourne, southeast of
Maidstone, to Junction 12 at Cheriton, near Folkestone.
Operation Stack began to be removed from 3 July
onwards, with more than 30 miles of parked HGVs
needing to be cleared. The cost to the United Kingdom
economy was estimated at around £250 million.

Then over 4,600 HGVs were eventually cleared from the
M20 by 4 July however soon afterwards Phase 2 was
implemented again for Eurotunnel freight traffic, due to
over 150 migrants storming the Calais tunnel portal. This
was as a result of the ongoing migrant crisis in Calais.

The incident demonstrated that insufficient organisation
and security at Eurotunnel, and port facilities throughout
Calais was present to keep the desperate migrants under
foot. Operation Stack resumed later during the month.
Damian Collins, MP for Folkestone and Hythe complained
the problem was too large for Kent County Council to deal
with and met with the Home Secretary, Theresa May for
discussion. And as a result, the proposed lorry park was
chosen as a suitable site.

With local opposition running high, a group of protestors
successfully took the fight to the high court and won
against the impending lorry park development.

It has long been claimed that there is not enough lorry
parking across the district, with both Stop 24 at Hythe
running at full capacity and the new border force facility in
Sevington nearAshford adding to the local traffic woes.

The criteria for the lorry park is simple, it must be within a
30 minute driving time from the Dover port and be close to
the Motorway.

This story came in the week that a local property company
was granted planning for a new 150 lorry park near the
Channel Tunnel site in Cheriton.

The site was originally designated as a site for office
development, but the applicant argued, that the demand
for small office rental had fallen since the pandemic, as
more people are now working from home.And they still
planned to build some smaller modular offices, but the
lorry park would also help with the local need to stop
drivers parking illegally on side streets.

The HGV facility on Cheriton High Street, Folkestone, will
include 150 lorry spaces, six new commercial units and an
expansion of existing premises.

Planning officers had recommended the application be
refused claiming that there wasn't a need for lorry parking
in Folkestone. But David Wimble called in the application
for discussion. It was proposed that the lorry park could
remove lorries that currently park on private property and
provide a ‘fit for purpose site’.

Seven councillors voted to approve the park, five were
against.

Liberal Democrat councillor Gary Fuller said: "The reasons
given by the officers that this area is supposed to be office
space and there isn't need for lorry parking, anyone
looking at the M20 during Covid or Operation Brock
couldn't fail to notice we need lorry parking." However, Cllr
Ian Meyers, explained that it made sense to give drivers a
regulated place to park, to ensure that drivers, had
somewhere that they could book in and park and avoid
driving whilst tired.

Green councillor Georgina Treloar said she was
concerned about the "double whammy" of additional traffic
and noise. This was countered by one councillor who
pointed out that the site was situated right next to the M20
motorway and as trucks would not all be arriving at the
same time, with drivers taking rest breaks, this was not an
argument that was sustainable.

What do you think about the garden of England becoming
a huge lorry park?

Email: info@thelooker.co.uk

did this time last year, that's because numbers are so high.

But on the same day that 27 people lost their lives at sea,
UK news networks showed people carrying boats across

Kent residents are demanding that the Local MPs Damian
Collins and Natalie Elphicke lobby the Home Office too do

Trades - Project Management, Roofing,
Carpentry, Extensions, Refurbishments,

New Builds, Driveways, Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Landscaping, Fencing, General Building.

Tel 07599305370
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01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS -WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing

FullSteamAhead
onPlacePlan for
Folkestone
Ambitious plans to create a sustainable and vibrant future for
Folkestone town centre are moving forward

The council has begun work with a consultant team to design and
develop priority projects set out in the Folkestone Place Plan,
which was approved by the council in September 2021.

The work will include engagement with partners, stakeholders
and the local community on the detail of the projects which may
be part of an application for the government’s Levelling Up
funding. This provides support for local authorities to deliver
transformational investment into town centres.

The Place Plan identifies six ‘missions’ for tackling Folkestone’s
‘Grand Challenge’ and creating a town centre fit for the future.
These missions include celebrating what’s good, a town centre
for the future, a place for all voices, moving sustainably,
accessing opportunity and delivering sustainable quality.

Sustainability is at the heart of the Place Plan, alongside
improvements to transport and movement in the town centre.
Sites and buildings that can be repurposed or redeveloped are
also identified in the plan.

Six priority projects which are to be the focus of the work are - the

Folkestone Central rail station arrival and town centre
connections, the gateway into the town centre and Bouverie
Square, the public realm of Sandgate Road and the town centre,
the area around the new skate park F51 and Payers Park,
bringing forward the Harbour Line and reconfiguring Tram Road
and improving Sunny Sands.

The consultant team is being led by ‘We Made That ‘which
successfully worked with the council to develop the Place Plan.

Cllr David Wimble, Cabinet member for the district economy,
said: “It is exciting to see that progress is being made towards
achieving our ambitions for the future. ‘We Made That’ will work
with us to build on the vision set out in the Place Plan and bring
forward detailed proposals that will complement the ongoing
investment in the town centre being made by businesses and the
community.”

Help forGroup’s
vitalCovidwork
Organisations supporting vulnerable residents during the
pandemic are being given more than £83,000 by
Folkestone & Hythe District Council.

The money comes from the government’s Contain
Outbreak Management Fund (COMF). Its Third Sector
Grants programme earmarked the money for those most
at risk and F&HDC Cabinet members have agreed where
it should be spent.

Folkestone Sports Centre Trust/ Hawkinge Community
Centre will receive £10,000 for theActive Hawkinge
project, which makes healthy exercise activities available
to the local community and offers one-to-one support for
those with health issues (including mental health).

Shepway Sports Trust’s Active Sports programme
(£20,000) will continue with its free, weekly physical and
social activities with an emphasis on those from low-
income households.

The Folkestone Leas Lift Lockout Community Project
(£10,000) will run a series of workshops for disadvantaged
adults and young people around the design and
construction of escape rooms. This will build on skills such
as literacy, IT and puzzle solving, as well as helping with
social confidence after isolation.

Age UK Hythe & LymingeWinter Grants scheme (£5,000)
will continue to assist elderly, vulnerable or isolating people
in the area.

Also ongoing isAge UK South Kent Coast’s Covid
Recovery, Impact of Covid andWinter Pressures Facing

Older People in our Community project (£10,000), which
supports older people living in Folkestone who have been
negatively impacted by COVID-19. It reconnects them with
their local community, reducing loneliness and building
confidence to return to everyday activities.

The Rainbow Centre’s Healthy Food Support programme
(£5,115) will be able to provide an extra 120 food parcels
to struggling families, as well as more fuel top-ups,
sleeping bags and mobile phones to those in temporary
accommodation.

Shepway SpectrumArts’ Hummingbird Life Hub (£9,300)
will increase the number of volunteers available to
accompany clients, ensuring they don’t miss out on
opportunities to take part in activities and to access
support, and to help them recover from the impact of
isolation.

Folkestone Youth Project’s Community Embrace and Lift
(£9,100) will carry on providing emotional and social
support to the local community through gardening,
providing a safe outdoor space. An 'urban wilderness' will
be created and environmental issues and solutions
explored.

CitizensAdvice Bureau’s COVID Recovery Support
(£5,000) will continue to provide support for families and
individuals experiencing hardship.

Cllr Jenny Hollingsbee, Cabinet
Member for Communities, said: “This
money means organisations that
were already doing an amazing job
in supporting our residents who
need help, can go that extra mile at a
time when it is most needed. From
sport to the arts, an escape room to
gardening, the initiatives will be
varied, for all ages, – and play a
vital role in the district’s
response to the challenges
brought by COVID-19.”

F&HDC was allocated more than £254,000 from COMF
for its operational COVID response activities (such as test
and trace and community safety), and more than £287,000
for community-based responses (including contributions to
the district’s Community Hubs).
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster

www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688

A LBIONWINDOWCLEANERS S.E

07783002010
Call today for a free

www.albionwindowcleanersse.co.uk

Water fed window cleaning & jet washing services
• Window Cleaning

• Conservatory Cleaning

• Soffits, Facias & Gutter cleaning

• Solar panel cleaning

• Driveways

• Patios & Footpaths

• Cladding

• Static homes & Caravans

• Brickwork & Fencing

NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATION

THE

L U X U R Y  B L I N D
C O M P A N Y

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  C O N S U L T A T I O N  T O D A Y !

All of our products come with a 3 year

guarantee on all parts fitted.

A small family run team that are

big on service, excellence and customer satisfaction.

All of our products come with

free installation.

SHUTTERS

ROLLER BLINDS

VENETIANS

VERTICALS

PERFECT FIT

CONSERVATORY

BLINDS

t h e l u x u r y b l i n d c o m p a n y . c o . u k

01303  3 164 16  o r  0739869 1 145

As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic it is
encouraging to see that the economy across the
country has recovered much faster than many people
predicted. The size of the economy is now greater
than it was before the first lockdown two years ago.
There are more people in work, job vacancies have
risen to another high, and redundancies are at record
lows. In comparison to the other leading industrialised
nations, the UK is leading the recovery from the
coronavirus and our Plan for Jobs is working.

On 21st January I held my eighth annual jobs, training
and apprenticeships fair at the Leas Cliff Hall in
Folkestone, the first for two years, as a consequence
of the pandemic. Over 40 local businesses and
organisations attended, including Eurotunnel,
Channels & Choices, Border Force, Veolia, Holiday
Extras, and Home Instead. With more than 700
people visiting the fair, it was the best attended event
we have organised to date. In the past few months,
one of the biggest concerns raised with me by local
businesses is the current difficulty in recruiting new
members of staff, particularly in the care and
hospitality sectors. It was good to see though that
there are clearly many people who are out looking for
their next job opportunity. A number of the
organisations I spoke to at the fair had at that event,
been able to meet people they believed would be
suitable for positions they were looking to recruit for. I
would like to thank everyone who attended and
worked to make it such a success. I look forward to
hosting my ninth jobs fair next year.

Last week I took part in a parliamentary debate on the
development of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs),
powered by nuclear energy to generate electricity.
Given the excellent infrastructure and industry
experience at Dungeness and across the Romney
Marsh area, I promoted the location as an ideal site
for SMRs. These are being developed by Rolls-Royce
and I asked the Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy to give direction to the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority so that they can begin to
enter negotiations about the future of the sites under
their management. Sites, for example, like Dungeness
A. The Energy Minister, Greg Hands MP, has agreed
to meet with me to discuss this and I hope that
progress can be made in the coming months.

I was very sorry to hear of the passing of Paul Emden
earlier this month. Paul was for many years a leading
member of the Folkestone Harbour Ward resident’s
association and was one of my fellow directors of the
Step Short, First World War centenary project. As
Finance Director of Step Short, Paul was central to the
work to fundraise and deliver the memorial arch on
The Leas, which was officially opened by Prince Harry
on 4 August 2014. For this and all his work for the
local community he was awarded the British Empire
Medal. My thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Barbara, daughter Nikki and the whole family, in their
loss.

Impact of Covid
on Visitor
Economy
Visitors to the Folkestone and Hythe district
dropped by 42.6% in 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic, according to figures released this
week.

Visit Kent’s Economic Impact Model for 2020
also reveals there was a 59.3% decline in
tourism value and a 34.8% decline in related
jobs (from 5,345 in 2019 to 3,484 in 2020, which
represents 9% of total employment).

Using the industry-respected Cambridge
Economic Impact Model, the study measured
the volume and value of tourism in the county in
2020, and the effect of visits and visitor
expenditure on the local economy.

A total of 2.8 million trips were made to the
Folkestone and Hythe district in 2020: 2.6
million day trips and 0.2 million overnight visits.
There was an increase of the length of these
overnight visits from 2.93 nights in 2019 to 3.13
in 2020 – a rise of 6.4%

Although the impact of the pandemic is reflected
across Kent, the figures show that the county’s
visitor economy performed above the national
average across several areas.

Cllr David Wimble, F&HDC’s Cabinet member
for Economy, said: “Tourism, leisure and
hospitality are vital to our economy, as they are
to the rest of Kent. And while this study shows
the huge impact of the pandemic and what a
challenging time it was, we have been working
hard over the last 18 months to welcome visitors
back safely. We are looking forward to a bumper
year!”

Cllr Wimble added: “We are grateful to our
residents who have supported their local
businesses throughout the last two years and
who continue to do so. Eating out, changing
shopping habits and hosting family and friends
when the restrictions allowed have helped keep
the economy going.”

The release of the COVID-19 economic impact
findings coincides with Folkestone and Hythe’s
recent recognition by global travel authority
Lonely Planet, which named Kent’s Heritage
Coast as the fourth best region in the world to
visit in 2022.
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‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants

Newcycling
rules-
amassive
helpor
hindrance?
Howwill the changes to the Highway Code
affect road cyclists in the UK

The Highway Code changes coming into
force on 29 January are designed to make
the UK’s roads safer for cyclists, but the big
question is will it causemore accidents than
it stops?

The Highway Code was updated on
January 29, pending parliamentary
approval, to introduce a risk-based
hierarchy of road users. Someone driving
will havemore responsibility to watch out for
people cycling, walking or riding a horse,
and cyclists will havemore responsibility to
be aware of pedestrians.

These updated rules are part of the
Department for Transport’s (DfT) £338
million strategy to encouragemore cycling
and walking in a safe way.

ADfT spokesman told The Looker: “The
proposed upcoming changes to the
Highway Code will improve safety for
cyclists, pedestrians and horse riders.”

Despite this,AA research has suggested
that a third of drivers are unaware of the
new rules.And some conflicting reports
around the changesmay have left road
users confused, particularly cyclists, who
are affected bymany of the new rules.

What new rules apply to cyclists?

One assumption youmight havemade from
some headlines is that cyclists will now be
advised to travel in themiddle of the road.

The Highway Code says that cyclists should
use the centre of the lane when it is
dangerous for a car to overtake – for
example at junctions, in narrow sections of
road or approaching a roundabout.

This is known as the “primary position” to
protect those on a bicycle.

Cyclists are not obliged to use cycle lanes
even if one is available. The code, which
hasmade this rule clearer but hasn’t
changed it, says cyclists should “exercise
their judgement”.

Anew section in the rulebook outlines that
drivers should not turn into a junction if to do
so they would have to stop or swerve a
cyclist, horse rider or vulnerable road user.

The new text in the rulebook now says that
you can ride two abreast, particularly in
large groups or accompanying a child or
someone less experienced.

In slowmoving traffic, cyclists and
pedestriansmay pass the traffic and drivers
should allow this.

Drivers should also allowmore room for
cyclists when overtaking them – the code
outlines that 1.5m should be given.

However, since the new legislation has
come into force a number of cycle related
accidents have been reported.

The Looker has had a number of letters
complaining about the new cycle path at
Hythe which has cost the tax payer
hundreds of thousands of pounds, but still
the cyclist insist on riding on the road.At a
time when the next phase fromMartello
lakes is already causing traffic chaos is this
just a waste of tax payers’money?

Tim Burgess fromDymchurch is furious
telling us: “I do not have a problemwith
people riding bikes, but when you get stuck
behind someone wobbling all over the road
and the traffic is busy so you physically
cannot overtake causing other people stuck
in the que, to get frustrated and start bibbing
their horns, I would not mid, but next to the
road, is a blooming great unused cycle path
that I have only ever seen about 4 people
use.We have spent millions across Kent
giving these none road tax payers their own
cycle routes and lanes, but they still insist on
riding on the roads, I think if they do not use
a perfectly good cycle lane they should be
fined for riding on the road.”

Other cyclist have been getting in trouble
because they use the roads after dark
without sufficient lighting andmany without
using safety helmets.

What do you think,
Email: info@thelooker.co.uk
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Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners, 
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694

Members of Romney Marsh Morris, hand over cheque to Matt Crittenden on behalf of the whole station

TeachMe looks
to The Looker
YolandaHouston explainswhy she
has adopted the Looker as her sole
print advertisingmedium.

We launched our arts and
crafts learningworkshops
under theTeachMeCourses
banner in 2018.Aswithmost
start up enterprises, we had
to consider how best to
market ourselveswithin a
very tight budget.

We decided that
themost cost
effective
advertisingwe
could dowould be
local paperswith a
strongwebsite
and some
Facebook postings.
Our initial press trials
included the Folkestone
Herald,Wealden
Advertiser, Kent
Messenger, Kentish
Times andmagazines
such asHythe Life and

Rye’sOwn. None of the campaigns
succeeded either in attracting students
to our arts and crafts school or building
recognition of our name.

Eventually we tried taking some limited
space inThe Looker.We had ignored
the fortnightly publication in our early
campaigns becausewe thought it was

too parochial – too local if you
like. However, with all else
failing it seemedworth a try.

Our first campaign over a
few editions of the paper
brought a few telephone
calls. It might not seemmuch
towrite home about, but it
was a huge improvement on

our advertising
elsewhere. This
encouraged us to
begin to advertise
more frequently
and also to
provide the
editor with
snippets of

news, details of
new courses and
workshops as so forth.

Now, we only advertise
in the Looker and it is our

sole communicationsmediumapart
from thewebsite and Facebook.Most
of the people attracted to our courses
are not necessarily of the “Facebook”
generation and they prefer to get their
news in print,

We now find ourselves in the fortunate
positionwhere almost all our courses
andworkshops are sold out andwe
seem to bewell known and even liked
in the town. That’s the legacy of using
the Looker.

Call Phil
07719732156

PubTalent
Show
All businesses have struggled this last
couple of years, but none more than
the hospitality and entertainment
industries.

Back in February 2020 Steve and Lisa
Tindell, who already owned the Ship
Pub in Dymchurch, took on a new
business of owning The Swan pub in
Sandhurst Kent.

Excited and looking forward to their
new venture all systems were go!
Then cameMarch 2020 when of
course lockdown happened, and we
all know what that meant! Staff being
furloughed, Beer going out of date,
food stock having to be thrown away,
and yet with no money coming in bills
still had to be paid!

Then the summer came along, and
things were looking up with rules being
relaxed and tier systems being brought
in, pubs were allowed to re-open once
again. But, after just 12 days, Kent got
demoted to tier 4 and so yet again The
Swan (along with others) had to close
its doors.

Now here we are again with Spring
fast approaching there does seem to
be some light at the end of the tunnel.
3rd time lucky The Swan has now
been able to get things back on track
and are trying lots of new things to
encourage people of all ages, local,
and far and wide to inject new vigour
and a fun vibe into this beautiful village
pub. Recently, they have held a very
successful open mic night and a quiz
night. And make sure you come and
try the new Sunday carvery starting at
the beginning of March.

The latest event to be held here is the
Variety Talent Competition! “We are
very excited about this” said Lisa “We
wanted to do something totally
different and do something that
nobody else is doing so we came up
with a talent competition”

Maddie Hart – who has been a
professional singer for over 30 years -
will be helping to organise the event
says “This is a brilliant idea to kick start
and inject life back into the pub, and I
think all hospitality venues need to get
people back into the habit of getting
back out there again. They have a
brilliant team there at The Swan, and I
have no doubt that this will be a fun
and successful event.”

There will be 5 heats starting on 16th
March, then quarter finals, semi finals
and of course the final which will be
held on 1st June. There will be 3
judges, and the prizes are: 1st - £500,
2nd - £200, 3rd - £100 and 4th
vouchers.

So, if there is anyone out there who
would love to enter this competition
whether it’s for fun, experience or
having your eye on the generous prize
money get in touch with Maddie direct
on 07768137442.
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OnWednesdays when I am out and about delivering
the Lookers, its normally quite a stressful day for me. I
start off as I do every day doing my radio show on
Delux Radio. As we head towards our 5th anniversary
of the beginning of the station, I am heading towards
my last week doing the breakfast show, before handing
over to Johnny Lewis and this will make my days a little
less stressful. And I am sure I will find myself another
regular spot (one of the joys of owning the station). But
Wednesdays are always a rush.

Last week we had a busy planning meeting at the
council the night before, dealing with a few contentious
planning issues and so I get up at my usual 6am and
put on Radio 4’s Today programme to hear what
Bonkers Boris has done this week and record the
second hour of my show, in the form of links. 7am I
start the live part of the show, before playing the
second hour pre-recorded hour and head to my
parents house, where The Looker arrives normally
about 8am. And the deliveries commence.

Now anyone who knows me, knows I normally love a
chat, but with thousands of copies to drop off at
delivery points, most people get a quick good morning .
. . Here’s your Lookers. I’m not being rude, but I’m on a
mission to be done with over 70 drop off points (I
should point out that in total there are over 120 but
Vicki Dawson, Dad and Jan and Richard do the
others).

As I head into Hythe I drop bundles off at Sainsbury’s
and then just before I get to the Sweet Shop and Model
Railway store. I stop at Bank street Newsagents.

Firstly, they are under new ownership and the shop has
been dramatically cleaned up with some nice new
displays, again I shout out my ‘Morning Cry’ and the
new manager has a quick chat, saying it’s great to
have the papers in as he gets rid of the 50 copies I
leave in just a day or so, but just as I was heading out
the door, he said he had one customer complain that
he stocked the paper? To which he asked why?
Because it’s racist came the reply! Racist he replied,
yes, he said because he did not like my political ideals.

Now I don’t get bothered by many things, but being
called a racist, is something that really does not sit
nicely with me.

I can be accused of a lot of things, but racism is
something that I certainly am not!

Yes, I have a capitalist political onion, but I am certainly
pretty much in the middle of the political spectrum
perhaps slightly to the right of centre. But I have always
resisted the temptation to not to re-join the
Conservative party (and I understand the word party is
a familiar one with the higharchy) and yes at some
meetings, we do have some very highly charged
debates. But that’s politics, if you are not passionate
about it, perhaps you should not be involved at any
level.

But for the record, I socially get on with just about all
the councillors I work alongside with from all parties.
And the fact that my independent party is working
towards putting forward 30 independent candidates for
the next election in May 2023 shows that I really care
about ‘Local’ issues. You will I am sure read more
about our intentions in the coming months.

But going back to the comment made by the customer
who called me racist and stated the paper was ‘rubbish’
my answer is simple... firstly it’s free, no one is forcing
you to pick it up. And secondly if you think I am racist,
come and discuss what you think is my problem to my
face? Perhaps you are one of the ‘opinionated
customers who come into my shop asking when am ‘I’
going to do something about these bloody boat people
rocking up on our beaches before going into a long
tirade of abuse about our nations liberties being under
attack.

So, my final response is simple, put up or shut up… put
yourself forward in the next election and if you really
think I am doing a disservice to the district, stand in the
next election!

I’m not really a betting man, but my money is he will not
do any of the above.
David.

PS…You can listen to Delux Radio 24/7 and join
me Monday and Tuesday mornings from 7am.
We have some of your favourite Djs, including
Mike Read, Johnny Lewis, Roger Day, Steve
Penk Ian Leigh… oh and Wimble on the wireless.

www.deluxradio.co.uk
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Are dogs in
danger
from a new
mystery
virus?

Dog owners are increasingly
concerned about a 'mystery virus' that
seems to be affecting pets in
Yorkshire, andmay have spread
further, with reports fromHastings and
Rye Coast line areas as well as parts
of Kent coastline.

The illness apparently causes

lethargy, vomiting and diarrhoea, and
was first noted earlier this month in
dogs who had been walked along
certain parts of the Kent coastline.

So far however, while several
veterinary practices have reported a
jump in admissions for dogs with
gastric problems, experts warn against
jumping to conclusions as to the
cause.

British VeterinaryAssociation
President Dr Justine Shotton told The
Looker: "We’ve heard reports from
vets in the area who are really far
inland and they are also seeing an
increase in these kinds of cases in
dogs that have never been to the
beach, so I’m not sure yet if we have
enough information to make that link.
Canine gastroenteritis is common, and
usually mild, she added, "but some
dogsmay need hospitalisation with a
drip. In the worst situations, it can
become haemorrhagic, leading to
secondary complications or even
death, but that is very rare.”

“While pet owners are understandably
worried, the casesmay be part of a
normal increase in gastroenteritis that
vets see during the colder months."

She added: “Our advice to concerned

owners is to contact their local vet for
prompt treatment if their dog shows
any signs of illness, such as vomiting
and diarrhoea.”

However, worried owner reports
suggest that at least 150 dogs have
currently been 'struck down' and that
transmissionmay be from dog to dog.

Dr Shotten added, "If your dog is
showing symptoms pleasemake the
local authorities aware as well as
seeking veterinary attention should
your pet need it. We often,
unfortunately, get waves of unwell pets
with vomiting and diarrhoea around
this time of year, just as in the summer
we often get cases of kennel cough.

The Department for Environment,
Food and RuralAffairs (Defra) has
confirmed that it is communicating
with theAnimal and Plant Health
Agency to investigate. So far, no direct
link with beaches has been proven.

Further updates will no doubt be
issued when DEFRAhas concluded
its research - in themeantime, worried
owners should call the vet if their dog
is showing symptoms of gastric illness
as it may need rehydration or other
treatment. Most, however, go on to
make a swift recovery.

Church Approach, 
New Romney, 

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
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*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
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repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?
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Your state
pension could be
being underpaid!
For years state pensions have been underpaid, resulting
in a predicted payout of £2.9 billion! This pensions
windfall will affect hundreds of thousands of women who
have been receiving a lower amount than they were due
over many years.

Indeed, many have been underpaid by thousands of
pounds thanks to a major error by the Government. As a
result, the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) has
pledged to track down and reimburse 200,000 women.

The process will take time and it is estimated that it could
take five years for women to receive their money. The
average windfall is expected to be about £13,790.

Some women may
be missed by the
DWP’s efforts
however, so women
are urged to contact
the DWP Pensions
Service to make
sure they don’t miss
out and to speed up
the process. There
are some specific
categories of
women who reached the pension age before April 2016
and have been paid less than they were due over the
years. This applies to married and divorced women;
widows and the over 80s.

There are about 74,000 married women who are due to
receive an average lump sum of £10,202 over the next
five years. This will apply to those born before April 6
1953 and whose husbands are over the state pension
age.

Many married women have missed out on a one-off
increase in payments because the process of claiming an
additional amount of state pension based on a husband’s
records was only made mandatory in 2008. Prior to this
date women had to apply for what was known as the
“uplift”. In other words, those who were unaware that they
could boost the state pension, missed out.

Before new rules came into effect in April 2016, women
could claim an enhanced pension when their husband
retired. This was based on the assumption that men were
the main wage earners, while women sacrificed their
careers and earnings to raise children. This meant they
made fewer National Insurance contributions and
accumulated a smaller pension entitlement.

One proviso of the payments scheme is that one must
have at least 10 years of payments on the National
Insurance record to gain any state pension at all.

Significantly, even if a married woman in deceased, it is
possible for her next of kin to pursue a back payment of
pension if she was entitled to it.

Divorced women can substitute their NI record for their
ex-husbands’ up to the date of the divorce. This can
significantly boost the amount they receive each week in
state pension. However, the change may not have been
applied for some women. This only applies to women
who have not remarried or formed a new civil partnership.
For multiple divorcees, it is the NI record of the most
recent husband that applies.

There is a chance that widowed women were underpaid
both before and after their husband’s death. There are
complicated rules relating to how much widows may be
paid. It will include a mix of their own NI contributions as
well as their late husband’s record.

AS well as the basic state pension some women could
receive additional earnings-related pension money,
commonly known as SERPS. This is the amount they
built up through their own contributions as well as any
additional state pension they inherited from their
husbands. Most will be able to inherit at least 50%.

There are three key conditions that indicate
underpayment has been made.

While the woman was married the husband received full
basic state pension.

While still married the woman’s basic state pension was
less than the married woman’s standard rate.

The husband reached state pension age after March
2008 or he was already over state pension age when the
woman reached it.

Anyone who suspects they have been receiving less
state pension than they should have been entitled to,
should call the Pensions Service o 0800 731 0469.

Year Full basic Married
pension women’s rate

2010-11 £97.65 £58.50
2011-12 £102.15 £61.20
2012-13 £107.45 £64.40
2013-14 £110.15 £66.00
2014-15 £113.10 £67.80
2915-16 £115.95 £69.50
2016-17 £119.30 £71.50
2017-18 £122.30 £73.30
2018-19 £125.95 £75.50
2019-20 £129.20 £77.45
2020-21 £134.25 £80.45
2021-22 £137.60 £82.45

Data from LCP and Gov.uk

The
challenge
on the
streets of
Folkestone
Folkestone Channel Rotary is
dedicated to improving the lives of
our local community. During this
winter we have supported South
Kent MIND, the Folkestone Winter
Shelter, Age UK, Young Carers and
many others. As the virus shows
signs of weakening, our work with
the vaccination centres draws to a
close and we look towards helping
with the fall out and serious new
areas of need.

Our next big project is with
Porchlight, the charity for the
homeless based in Canterbury.

Their working party for Folkestone
has identified it as an area of great
need. High housing costs and
people at risk of eviction following
the crisis are just two causes of
concern. The aim of Porchlight and
other charities supported by Channel
Rotary is to break the cycle leading
to rough sleeping and
homelessness. They help to bring
people off the streets and to find a
secure place to live and a means of
supporting themselves. Sadly, as we
have seen with the pandemic, there
is always a new cohort of people
who drift to fill their places on the
streets.Together with Porchlight we
are holding an unusual, sponsored,
Sleep-Out with invited business
owners, executives and community
and charity leaders. The evening will
start with an informal networking
session to share experiences, ideas
and maybe even form some plans.
This will be followed by the Sleep-
Out to experience in a small way
what it is like to sleep rough and,
equally important, consider how to
spread this awareness to suppliers,
customers and colleagues. Our aim,
through sponsorship and donations,
is to raise £25,000.

We are delighted with how the
campaign has taken off in its first
weeks. DS Smith, leading suppliers

of sustainable packaging, have
offered bespoke cardboard tents
made from recycled material which
they will recycle afterwards. And we
are grateful to Three Hills Sports
Park for hosting the event and to
Streetz2Streetz mobile caterer for
the offer of some food for those
taking part.

Our thanks also to Academy FM
Radio (Folkestone) for helping to
raise awareness and Shane Record
the highly regarded local artist.



CHILD BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
(Regd. Charity No:1191016)
helps children to cope with the death of someone
close to them. We support children and young people,
aged 5-18, across the whole of Kent. The charity takes
referrals from children and their families who have
suffered a significant bereavement such as the loss of
a parent, grandparent, sibling or friend. The death may
have occurred as a result of a terminal illness but
specialised help is also provided for families who have
experienced a traumatic death such as a road traffic
accident, drug overdose or suicide. Further specialised
support is offered where neo-natal and stillbirths occur.
Children often feel unable to express their feelings of
grief and may struggle to talk about their sadness to
loved ones; they can be very mindful that their
questions surrounding the death can upset their close
family members

Support is delivered at non-residential bereavement
support weekends, staffed by our trained volunteers
and we help many families each year with this direct
support – where a parent / carer group also meets,
separately to the children, to help understand the

coping strategies being learned. Others are helped
through online and telephone support, which has
proved very beneficial during times of lockdown.
Support to schools and youth groups is offered where
a whole community has been affected. Schools may
also be assisted with Bereavement Policies and staff
training.

A pre-
bereavement
/ anticipatory
grief service
is also
available
where
families with
children are
facing a
terminal
diagnosis.
We help
families to create and build memories and to
communicate about what is happening in age-
appropriate language. Children and families are then
familiar with Holding On Letting Go when their loss
occurs and have ready access to support and advice.

Our bereavement weekends offer the child and their
family an opportunity to meet others in a similar
situation to them – and for the child or young person
this may be the first time they have had a chance to
meet someone experiencing the same intense pain of
grief as themselves. They are given the opportunity to
talk about what has happened to them, and to ask
questions freely in a safe, non-judgmental
environment and to discuss their feelings around their
loss. Creative activity enables them to make
keepsakes and help learn to hold on to precious
memories and to let go of the painful ones and to also
learn coping strategies for difficult emotions.

We receive no statutory funding and rely completely
on funds raised by donations, grants and fundraising
events and always welcome support and new
volunteers. There is no charge to a family for the
support which Holding On Letting Go provides and
referrals can come from parents, families schools,
doctors, other professionals or the child themselves.

For more information, visit our website:
www.holdingonlettinggo.org.uk
Tel: 03445 611 511
Email: info@holg.org.uk

Could your business or club support us as your
Charity of the Year? Pam Meller, Fundraising
Officer, would be pleased to hear from you and
can offer a talk or presentation. Phone 07734-
966782 or Email: pam.meller@holg.org.uk
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GreenCouncillor
onprotest for the
‘Right toProtest’
A local district councillor led a group of demonstrators outside
the Folkestone office of Damian Collins MP last Tuesday to
express opposition to the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts
Bill which is currently being heard in the House of Lords.

Green Party district councillor, Georgina Treloar, who was
present at the event, explains: "We're here to try and persuade
our MP to withdraw his support for the Bill, and particularly for a
raft of amendments that criminalise some very basic rights of
living and participating in a free society. Our MP has the power
to influence Peers and the Government. We must not open the
gates to authoritarianism."

This is not the first time that Ms Treloar has been involved in
protest movements and has divided people across the district.
She has previously taken part in Extinction Rebellion protests in
London and was reported to have been arrested and cautioned
by the police, resulting in supporters backing her campaign to
bring chaos to central London.

In contrast, others wrote to The Looker and confirmed that they
voted for Ms Treloar to represent local people on local issues
and that disrupting the everyday lives of thousands of innocent
people was not the way to do it.

Terry Butterworth from Cheriton contacted The Looker when Ms
Treloar was campaigning to remove parking spaces in Cheriton.
He claimed as a business owner that such a short-sighted
policy would ‘finish High Street shops in the town’ and added: “I
get that she is passionate about her green credentials, that’s
clear when you see her riding that dangerous trike about town in
her own little world, but that’s the problem, she does not live in
the real world! If she feels so passionate about climate change,
do something about it in a country Like China. This is the
problem with these extremists; they do not work well with
reason. It’s all or nothing.”

Emma Forman also commented on the post put out by the
Green party on social media, saying: “We live in a democracy
and we have freedom of speech, but we can’t let these Green
extremists take over in what is already a woke world. We will
return to the dark ages of the 70s with strikes and protests
about everything. I will certainly never vote Green again, if these
are the core values they stand for in our district.”

Ms Treloar has often claimed to be a supporter of extreme
groups and the past three years in particular have seen a rise in
mass demonstrations and nonviolent civil disobedience calling
for action on climate change, as with Extinction Rebellion and
the School Strikes, and on racial inequality and social justice, as
with the Black Lives Matter movement. School strikes upset
many people across the district, when Ms. Treloar was one of
those who backed Greta Thunburg’s ‘call to action’ for students
to rebel at school and disrupt lessons.

Cllr Treloar defends her actions: "Without disruption and protest,
women would not have got the vote. History shows that it is
people raising the alarm on important issues through nonviolent
protest that makes our society better and fairer for everyone. In
terms of climate change, the disruption caused by a breakdown
in our climate, resulting from the failure of our governments to
act, will be far, far greater than any disruption from protests."

Protestors at Tuesday's event are concerned that the

amendments to the
Bill will criminalise
any protest that
might "interfere"
with national or
local infrastructure
such as roads,
railways, oil
refineries and
printing presses;
and that this could
be used to ban all
effective protests, including protest against airport expansion
and picketing by union members taking industrial action.

Members of the public who attended are also concerned about
expanded police "stop and search" powers, allowing them to
stop and search people or vehicles if they suspect they might be
carrying any item that could be used in prohibited protests.

This comes in the week when there was a fatal stabbing in
Folkestone and another one on the day of her protest in
Dymchurch. Roger Tanner said: “Of course we need to allow
the police to go about their daily duty. The only people who have
anything to fear from stop and search are people with
something to hide. In a time when our towns and cities have
rising crime rates, we need to give our police more powers. The
Greens would be the first to complain in the event of a terrorist
attack if the police were being hampered by a lack of power.
The party is full of idealists, who need to live in the real world”.

A prohibited protest is defined in the Bill as any protest that has
"a relevant impact" on or causes "serious annoyance" to any
two people within the vicinity of the protest, or that causes
"serious disruption" to any organisation. Material for use in
protests might include placards, banners, loudhailers, or any
other devices commonly used by protesters.

What do you think? Email The Looker Info@thelooker.co.uk



New Romney Town Council has had
another busy year supporting the
community and working to improve
the local environment for the benefit
of local residents during the past year:

JANUARY 2021:
*Granted formal permission for the Foiling Collective
to set up a water sports business at The Greens,
Littlestone to encourage local engagement in active
pastimes and support local tourism and
employment

FEBRUARY 2021:
*Actively supported local residents in raising and
resolving highways and other issues with Pentland
Homes

MARCH 2021:
*NRTC took over responsibility for the public toilet
block at The Greens, Littlestone

*Confirmed support of the FHDC Beach Huts
initiative at Littlestone Car Park, supporting local
tourism and employment

*Refurbishment of Victorian Sea Shelter at The
Greens approved

*Worked with Kent Wildlife Trust to facilitate the
renovation of the East Sewer at Station Road
Sports Field to improve drainage, ecology and
biodiversity

*’Bee Bombs’ purchased for distribution to primary
school children in New Romney to support local
ecology and biodiversity

APRIL 2021:
* Installed bollards around St Martin’s Field to
protect the area for the enjoyment of local residents
and visitors to the Town

*Actively supported and assisted Romney Marsh
Litter Pickers and Kent Wildlife Trust in clearing litter
and fly-tipped items from ditches around Station
Road Sports Field

*Actively supported and assisted Kent Wildlife Trust
in planting pollinator friendly plants along the bank
of the East Sewer to support local ecology and
biodiversity

*Refurbishment of St. Martin’s Field Flower Garden
undertaken, including pollinator-friendly planting to
support local ecology and biodiversity

MAY 2021:
*Supported the Royal British Legion VE Day service

*Town Mayor appointed as the 664th Speaker of
the Cinque Ports

JUNE 2021:
*Face to face public Town Council meetings
resumed

*Upgrade of Town Hall IT systems approved to
modernise service provision and communications

*Actively supported Town Square proposals for
outdoor seating to support local traders and
encourage tourism

JULY 2021:
*Supported JAM on the Marsh Festival.

*Approved participation in Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Commemorations 2022

AUGUST 2021:
* Additional Town Bench purchased for installation
in New Romney High Street

*Adaptations to rear entrance of Assembly Rooms
approved to improve accessibility

*Successfully campaigned for the extension of the
30mph speed limit in Ashford Road, New Romney

*Supported the Royal British Legion VJ Day service

SEPTEMBER 2021:
*New Romney Community Emergency Plan
approved, adopted and published

OCTOBER 2021:
* Actively supported and assisted with annual
wildflower management at The Greens, Littlestone
to benefit local ecology and biodiversity

*Approved development of a New Romney
Highways Improvement Plan

*Community Hall and Sports Pavilion Tendering
Process completed

New Romney Town Council
Keeping up the good work!

NEW ROMNEY TOWN COUNCIL …Working Proactively For and With the Local Community!

NOVEMBER 2021:
*Supported Annual Royal British Legion Remembrance
Service and Burma Star Service

*Highways Improvement Plan consultation and public
drop-in sessions undertaken

*Allotment Gardens clear-up completed

*Town Square Outdoor Seating Area Formally
Established

DECEMBER 2021:
*Installation and illumination of Town Christmas Tree –
generously supplied by George Stevens.

*Illumination of New Romney Festive Lighting.

*Supported Light Up New Romney event.

*Provided free community Christmas Concert

*Installed 10 bird boxes – generously supplied by Kent
Wildlife Trust - around the Parish to support local
ecology and biodiversity

JANUARY 2022:
*Installation of new multi-slide unit at Fairfield Road
Recreation Ground completed

*Plans for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022
Commemorations in hand

Spotlight on Healthcare and
Wellbeing on Romney Marsh
New Romney Town Council has continued to work
with Romney Marsh Community Hub to promote
the wide range of facilities, services, groups and
activities provided to support general health and
well-being in the local community. We also continue
to actively support the Romney Marsh Covid
Vaccination programme and to undertake routine
covid cleansing of all outdoor NRTC play and
exercise equipment.

New Community Hall and
Sports Pavilion in Focus

The Town Council has continued to progress the
Community Hall, Sports Pavilion and nursery
refurbishment project. Led by the Council’s Project
Steering Group, protracted negotiations went on
during 2021 to finalise the required section 106
agreement. Along with the earlier lengthy planning
process and the on-going global coronavirus
pandemic, this further delayed progress on the
project. However, a tendering pack was,
nevertheless, approved and published and the
project tendering process was undertaken in
September/October 2021, the outcome of which is
currently being reviewed.

… and, as always, all this whilst maintaining and
improving a large portfolio of public buildings and
open spaces, providing grant funding for deserving
local organisations and projects, responding to
consultations and enquiries and engaging in a wide
range of routine local government business etc.

New Romney Town Council
leads, it listens and it works!

The Right Worshipful the Mayor of New Romney,
Councillor Paul Thomas, observes: “The Town
Council has continued to progress a range of
significant matters over the past year, including on-
going work towards becoming a Dementia Friendly
Council and becoming nett carbon neutral as well
as improving accessibility to its public buildings.

It has also commenced the development of a
Highways Improvement Plan and a New
Romney Litter Strategy. Most importantly,
we have continued to be pro-active in
supporting the local community through the
coronavirus pandemic so that we can
all help each other and emerge
from it stronger and better – all of
which will assist in making our local
community a better place to live,
work and visit.’’



‘MIND YOUR LANGUAGE’

Some of the oldest sayings and phrases in the English
language are falling out of fashion, a survey has found, with
most Britons admitting they can’t even understandwhat they
mean. The surveywas of 2,000 people between the ages of
18 and 50. Those crazy kids, eh?

Recently I postedmy views on this onmyFacebook page.
The erstwhile editor / proprietor / Head of Security of ‘The
Looker’, D.Wimble Esq, immediately challengedme towrite
an article incorporating asmany of these phrases as
possible.What a rapscallion that ne'er-do-well is, a nefarious
cove if ever I espied one. He’s a good egg really. The Looker
is selling like hot cakes. I hope your copy didn’t fall off the
back of a lorry.

Anyway, I thought I’d have a gander at it.

Bizarrely, topping its list of the 50 expressions that are dying
out was the term “casting pearls before swine”, whichmeans
you arewasting time because you’re offering help to
someonewhowon’t appreciate it. DavidWimble is clearly
featuring heavily this week!

So. allowme to nail my colours to themast (stating one’s
beliefs openly, referring to the 17th century, when flagswere
lowered as a symbol of submission in battle) and say how I
believe thatmany of us use these phrases on a daily basis.
Frankly, in this respect, I think I knowmy onions (68%of
Britons hadn’t heard the phrase and had no idea it means
you are experienced or knowledgeable about a particular
topic).Wonderfully, the phrase is thought to originate from
theBritish lexicographer and grammarianCTOnions, who
is believed to haveworked on theOxford EnglishDictionary
in the 1960s.

Some of the readersmight think I’m as “mad as a hatter”
(popularised through LewisCarroll’s ‘Alice inWonderland’)
for attempting this, but as it relates tomercury being
historically used in hats, which impacted on people’s
nervous system, I think I’mOK.

If you’re reading this having a cup of tea youmight now need
to ‘spend a penny’, Remember how public toilets were once
operatedwith locks that used coins?

I certainly don’t wish to be ‘flogging a dead horse’ but these
phrases enriched the English language, and those of uswho
still use themhave not ‘popped our clogs’ and still believe in
‘be there or be square’.

Let’s not get our knickers in a twist over this. I’m as keen as
mustard to keep thesewonderful phrases in use. Our
language is chock a blockwith themand they are not load of
codswallop nor are they ready for the knackers yard as they
are not dead as a door nail. To the naysayers, I say put a
sock in it. It’s all well and good having a chinwag on social
media, but only real live conversation encourages the curtain
twitchers.

Losing these phrases is not a storm in a teacup, language
evolves, but not always for the better, d’yernowotimean innit?
The fly in the ointment is that aswe get older and shuffle off
thismortal coil, parts of the English language perish too, and
that is not tickety boo. It’s another aspect ofmodern life that’s
gone pear shaped. Even listening to the television continuity
announcers sounds like a dog’s dinner and they often drop a
clanger. Some even sound as if they’re few sandwiches
short of a picnic. Talk about a bodged job. It really takes the
biscuit. #

Speaking of food, I’m prepared to eat humble pie if you feel it
is time forme to toe the line.

Well, that’s it forme. I’ve got to see aman about a dog. I’d be
chuffed to bits if you still use these phrases, but if youwant to
keep it quiet then a nod is as good as awink.Mum’s the
word.

Living on the Kent Coast, asmany of you, do I bet it’s
currently colder than awitch’s t**, if it’s not raining cats and
dogs, so I hope you’re as snug as a bug in a rug and your
heating isn’t costing you a bomb. If it is, then drop a line to
the utility company and complain at once.After all, a stitch in
time saves nine.When I see those bills, I think some of them
could not organise a p*ss up in a brewery. But I bet you
already thought that, and I don’t want to steal your thunder.

Finally, a word to thewise. If you do feel that you’re going to
lose your rag, be like the esteemed editor of his periodical,
who is, after all, a legend in his own lifetime, and remain as
cool as a cucumber.…Pip pip!

Shows what Kane Bloke knows. I am at my ‘Bitter End’!…
he does not know the paper is free (bitter end is the last link
on an anchor warp or chain as none nautical people might
say. You only get rid of the bitter end as an extreme last
option before cutting an anchor free from a troubled ship! Ed.
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TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE

New Romney Town Council
Precept 2022-23

NEW ROMNEY TOWN COUNCIL has set its Precept for 2022-23 at £363,553.00 which, in real
terms, equates to a very small DECREASE on the average Band D Council Tax Bill.

This achievement means that there will be no increase in the Town Council element of the average
Band D Council Tax Bill in 2022 and, in fact, it will be slightly lower than last year, despite the

Council’s clear aim of sustaining its current high quality service provision.

New Romney Town Council is a very pro-active Council which prides itself in working hard to
improve and enhance the local area for the benefit of the local community. It is also extremely

proud to have been so involved in supporting its community throughout the Coronavirus Pandemic
during the past two years. This has included working closely with other organisations to deliver
vital local support services, providing residents with regular and up to date information via the
Town Council’s website and social media pages and putting in place new health and hygiene

measures for all of its outdoor play and exercise equipment.

ENCOURAGING PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH:
Maintenance of historic listed public buildings

Provision and maintenance of local play and exercise equipment
(Fairfield Road Recreation Ground and The Greens, Littlestone)

Provision, maintenance and protection of local open spaces
Provision and maintenance of Allotment Gardens
Practical enhancements to local amenity areas

(eg public seating, bins, planters, cycle racks, signposts etc)
Provision of additional local amenities such as the planned new Community Hall

and Sports Pavilion
Providing and supporting local community events

Supporting local groups and organisations
Supporting the community through unforeseen emergencies

Keeping local residents informed through access to Council meetings
and via the Town Council’s website and social media page

WORKING TOWARDS A POSITIVE AND DYNAMIC FUTURE

A message from our Town Mayor, Councillor Paul Thomas:
“In addition to all of these on-going activities and projects, we are also
continuing work on becoming a Dementia-Friendly Council, improving
accessibility of Public Buildings and reducing the Council’s own carbon

footprint. Despite another difficult year, we look forward to a positive future
and will continue to work with local organisations and service

providers, to ensure we achieve the best possible care for the most
vulnerable members of our community.”
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AND ANOTHER
THING . . . by Russell Tillson
I have always been a railways enthusiast and could
wax lyrical about my many journeys here and abroad
over the years. There's something eerie about
abandoned railway stations - and Kent has a good
number of them. So here I am focusing on the past,
on local railway stations that are no more. For
example, Dover has a long history of stations, with
Dover Priory now the only one remaining. Dover
Western Docks was open (as Dover Marine) from
1919 and used prominently during the Dunkirk
evacuation. It closed in 1994 with the opening of the
Channel Tunnel. Margate Sands railway station
served Margate between 1846 and 1926 on the Kent
Coast Line. It was the terminus on the line from
Ramsgate Town. Ramsgate Harbour station also
closed in 1926. Opened in 1863, Ramsgate Harbour
extended the Kent Coast Railway line to Herne Bay.
Initially called Ramsgate, the station boasted four
platforms. After a reorganisation of railway lines in
Thanet, a new line was built and two new stations -
Dumpton Park and Ramsgate - were opened in 1926,
closing Ramsgate Harbour. Whitstable Harbour was
the name given to the three disused railway stations
that used to serve as the terminus for the Canterbury
and Whitstable Railway. The original station was
opened in 1830, with a second built in 1846 when
South Eastern Railway took over. A third station was
built in 1895 but closed in 1931. The line continued to
carry freight traffic until 1952, and no evidence of any
of the three stations now remains.

Other places in Kent have seen the railways come
and go. Tilmanstone Colliery Halt was a station on
the East Kent Light Railway. It opened in 1916,
served the local pit village and was
renamed Elvington in 1925. It closed to passenger
traffic in 1948. Allhallows-on-Sea station opened in
May 1932. It had an island platform with a run-round
loop. It closed in 1961 and was demolished in 1975,
although the listed water tank remains. Teston
Crossing Halt was situated on what is now
the Medway Valley Line, south of Maidstone, and
served Teston and West Farleigh. It opened in1909
and closed in 1959. Goudhurst station was closed
along with the line it sat on in 1961. Originally opened
as Hope Mill in 1892, the station was renamed
Goudhurst two months later. It was on the Hawkhurst
branch line from Paddock Wood, and famous for
being a mile away from the village itself and on a 250
feet high hill. Gravesend West station opened in 1886
and was a regular destination for boat trains from
London to link with steamers on the station's pier to
take passengers to other coastal towns. It had two
platforms open to passengers until 1953. Most of the
station was demolished in 1991 and the remaining
section destroyed in 2006, leaving only the pier. And
Tunbridge Wells railway station was opened in 1866,
in competition with Tunbridge Wells Central, serving
Brighton and London. It was re-named as Tunbridge
Wells West in 1923 and served passengers until its

closure in1985.

Closer to home, Ashford West had a very short life
between 1884 and 1899, when it was the terminus of
the Maidstone line. When the South Eastern and
Chatham Railway was formed, passenger services
were transferred to Ashford station. Ashford West
station was used for cattle and sheep traffic after it
closed to passengers given its close location to
Ashford's cattle market. Hythe railway station, on the
Sandgate branch line, was situated just beyond
where the railway crossed Blackhouse Hill. It was
ceremonially opened in 1874. The station was,
however, never popular and closed in 1943 before
being reopened in 1945. It was finally closed along
with the line it served in 1951. New Romney and
Littlestone-on-Sea railway station closed in 1967 after
83 years of operation. Services were originally
operated by the Lydd Railway Company on the three-
mile branch to New Romney from its existing line
between Appledore and Dungeness. Both branches
were served by the same train from Appledore; in
some cases it went to either New Romney or
Dungeness, in others, passengers for New Romney
were left at Lydd while the train proceeded to
Dungeness with the Lydd stationmaster who would
sell tickets to passengers alighting there. The train
then returned to Lydd, dropped the Dungeness
passengers there, and transported the New Romney
passengers to their destination. Although the track
bed from Romney Junction towards New Romney is
easily identified, nothing remains of the station.
Dungeness railway station was opened in 1883 and
took passengers almost to the foot of the lighthouse.
By linking the station to London, it was hoped to
develop Dungeness into a port to transport shingle to
France. These proposals came to nothing and in
1937, the station was closed to passengers after
Southern Railway opened the new Lydd-on-Sea Halt
railway station, which remained open for goods until
1953.

The remainder of this article is devoted to a much-
loved local station. Folkestone Harbour station was
built to serve the port of Folkestone, one of four
railway stations in the town. South Eastern Railway
commenced operation between London Bridge and
Tonbridge in 1842, followed by the opening of an
eastward extension to Folkestone in 1843. A

permanent station, named ‘’Folkstone’’ (note the
missing ‘’e’’) was opened to traffic in the same year,
after the completion of the Foord Viaduct. Acquiring
the harbour in 1843, the railway company
constructed a 1325-yard-long double-track branch
line, descending at a gradient of 1 in 30. Passenger
services to Folkestone Harbour started on New
Year’s Day 1849. The station was replaced by
another on a different site in 1856.

The station was the world’s first international
timetabled rail-sea-rail service, linking London to
Paris. The branch line and harbour station provided
for boat trains from London which connected with
the ferry services to Calais and Boulogne. In 1900
around 200,000 passengers used Folkestone
Harbour, a number that grew to around half a million
by 1911. It was frequently used during World War I,
where soldiers would disembark for ships
to Flanders. The station was served by regular boat
trains for many years and indeed outlasted its
counterpart Dover Western Docks which closed in
1994, following the opening of the Channel Tunnel.
Boat traffic to the Harbour station was, however,
drastically reduced, and in its final days only two
scheduled connecting Sea Cat services remained.

With the transfer of the Sea Cat to Ramsgate in
2000, the station closed to ordinary rail traffic in
2001.

In May 1982, the fabled Orient Express luxury train
service had been re-started, with trains running from
London Victoria to Folkestone Harbour. Beautifully
restored Pullman coaches traversed the harbour
line, originally to connect with the Boulogne ferry
and later to catch a coach to the Channel Tunnel
terminal, where they joined a shuttle to Calais to
pick up the Orient Express in France. After 2002 the
Orient Express no longer terminated at Folkestone
Harbour, using the nearby Folkestone West station
instead.The branch and station continued to be
used by the Orient Express until 2009, with two
scheduled services each week between March and
November.

The closure date of the station was for some time
unclear and each time a service was scheduled to
be the last, another event followed it! A closure

ceremony with an official last train took place on 12
April 2008. However, despite this ''final'' event,
Orient Express services continued to use the
Harbour branch. Occasional inspection trains used
the line until, together with the station, it was - at
last - officially closed on 31 May 2014.

In 2015, the Folkestone Harbour Company
embarked upon a £3.5 million project to refurbish
the viaduct and the station, retaining the remaining
tracks, and repairing the canopies and the Customs
House. The station was reopened in 2018 not as a
station but as a place to visit and as part of a
landscaped walking route connecting the Harbour
Arm, boardwalk, and viaduct. The restoration of the
station involved the installation of bilingual signage
and lighting for platforms 1 and 2, with the adoption
of the beige and green colour scheme for the walls,
columns and canopies originally used by South

Eastern Railway around 1900. Box cars have been
installed on the tracks, and Pullman carriages built
for the London – Folkestone route were renovated
and installed in the station, together with artwork
from the various Folkestone Triennials. The
imposing Station Customs House, built in 1856, was
destroyed by bombing in the second world war,
though the luggage tagging room survived. This
room has been restored, was reopened in 2017 and
nowadays hosts exhibitions.

The Boulogne-Folkestone crossing was the usual
route for soldiers coming home on leave, during
most of the Great War. Throughout the war the
Harbour Station had a canteen, staffed by
volunteers, which provided free tea, cakes and buns
to soldiers and sailors. The canteen was situated on
the furthest platform on the Outer Pier at the point
where the pier bends. The visitors’ books are in the
East Kent Archives Centre in Dover. The eight
bound volumes, totalling 3518 pages, were
presented to the Borough of Folkestone in 1920 to
provide a permanent reminder of all the serving
men and women who used the Harbour between
1914 and 1919. Signatures include Andrew Bonar
Law, David Lloyd George and Winston Churchill, as
well as Britain’s greatest war poet, Wilfred Owen.

For the first time in sixty years, Britain’s railways are
enjoying a renaissance, and it is heartening to see
our stations being re-opened rather than closed.

The Golden Arrow train being pulled by a
Merchant Navy Class locomotive heading up the bank

out of the harbour

H Class with two coach train prepares to leave
New Romney. The station was situated where the

Resource Centre is today

One of the darker sides of rail in Kent, stations were
used to repatriate troops who had been injured in the

war years
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Photos From The PastWith Vince Shell
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor Memory Lane

Today I intend to stir a memory that
most of us have stored firmly in the
memory banks. An experience that as I
recollect is the closest, I have ever
come to 'watching paint dry' Today we
will look at the iconic Ceefax.

Ceefax a word play on "Seeing facts"
was the world's first teletext service
and a forerunner of the BBC's red
button service. It was introduced by the
BBC in 1974 and ran for 38 years until
2012. Each page had a 3-digit number
which when activated would give you
access to News, Sport, Weather, TV
listings and Business. Ceefax used
white writing on a black background
with highlights written in green or red
with headings on a blue background.

Many, many moons ago the only
access we had to live football scores
was via Ceefax. This painful, but
addictive, experience involved putting
a page number in, depending on what
division Millwall were in, and waiting.
No Jeff Stelling, No Kammy, no live
commentary, no updates from the
ground, no goal descriptions, no we
were totally reliant on the slow turning
pages of Ceefax to provide our
footballing fix. Each division had its
own bespoke page so If for instance
Millwall were in league one the painful
experience meant the scores were
spread over 3 or 4 pages. So as soon
as Millwall's score flashed up you then
had to sit through another 2 or 3 pages
before the Lions score hit the screen
again. Can you imagine spending 90
minutes watching the pages turn as
you hoped and prayed for a Millwall
goal, well we did. Yes, we prayed to
the Ceefax gods to gift us a goal.
Funnily a 4-0 defeat left us equally
deflated as a 0-0 draw due to the 90
minutes wasted watching a score line
that never changed for the duration of
the game.

There were little additions to the goal
updates such as the day Millwall
clinched promotion for the first and

only time ever to the First Division as
well as displaying Hull City 0 Millwall 1
O'Callaghan 11(minutes) Ceefax
added 'Millwall promoted to the first
division' I can still remember punching
the air and dancing around the living
room as promotion was confirmed. For
the record I still celebrate in the same
manner when Sky flashes up a Millwall
goal and Mrs Shell often berates my
screams as I scare the beejeezus out
of her with a 'yesssssssssss'. Likewise,
Ceefax would gleefully twist the
already embedded knife in my back by
reaffirming relegation when the
proverbial wheels feel off the bus two
seasons later, adding 'Millwall have
been relegated'

It wasn't only the scores that Ceefax
gave us it also gave us the latest
footballing headlines and transfer
news. No up to the minute deadline
day news courtesy of Sky, no, we had
to wait until it flashed at us from our
TV's. 'Shearer signs for Newcastle'
'Cantona banned for 8 months'
'England out the World Cup' (No doubt
Ceefax had this one primed and ready
every four years. As a football fan if
you wanted the all-important up-to-
date footballing news all you needed
was the all-important number 302 to
open the doors to the bank.

I've had many a conversation on the
dog 'n' bone with me ol mucca and
fellow lifelong Millwall supporter Steve

with eyes glued to the sports pages of
Ceefax. I can remember watching the
last 10 minutes of the Walsall vs
Millwall football league trophy semi-
final second leg game as it unfolded on
Ceefax. Millwall won the first leg 1-0 so
a win or draw would bring a first ever
trip to the home of football. When
Richard Sadlier gave us the lead,
increasing our aggregate lead to 2-0,
we were beyond ecstatic. We both sat
starring at the TV confidently planning
our day out. As the clock ticked down
Ceefax confirmed our worst fears as
Eyjolfsson struck for Walsall in the 89th
minute. Surely not, but wait a minute
this is Millwall and were they about to
find a new way to shatter our already
fragile dreams. We both sat silent on
the phone watching the pages turn and
the silence continued until it was
confirmed that a 1-1 draw had secured
our first ever trip to Wembley courtesy
of a 2-1 aggregate victory. After
punching the air and letting out an
incredibly loud relief laden 'yessssssss'
we quickly regained composure and
exchanged a quick "Need to get our
tickets sorted" before bidding each
other a good night.

Ceefax offered many other services
such as news, weather, tv listings, film
reviews, music charts etc and many
other sports but it was always the
football that attracted our never waning
thirst for information. While I have
gladly welcomed and accepted the
introduction of Sky Sports and it's live
updates. I still reminisce fondly of all
those wasted hours watching the
pages slowly turn. I know I'm not alone
as you can now purchase mugs,
posters, t-shirts of iconic Ceefax sports
pages bearing memorable sporting
events.

Nowadays the internet gives us all the
footballing info we need within seconds
in fact so much that I've even stopped
buying programmes, which is reserved
for cup finals now. Ceefax may be
gone but the memory lives on strong.

32 – 38 High Street, New Romney.
The top picture shows the Grade II listed building in the 1960s. It was once a Drapers belonging to

Tommy Brand and it was demolished over 50 years ago.
When it was rebuilt, it was the premises of ‘Vye & Son’, a Kentish grocer. It was later to become

‘Liptons’ until they were taken over by ‘Presto’ in the 1980s. It is now a ‘Spar’ grocery.
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MarshMemories
Compiled By John Wimble
Email: john@thelooker.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT LAND WANTED NOW

Livingstone Homes Proud to sponsor Marsh Memories

Leo@livingstonehomes.co.uk or call :07711 284959
We are actively looking for land for residential development all over the South East of Kent. We

have a great track record of successful planning applications that maximise land values

Banana &
Peanut Butter
Loaf
200g Unsalted Butter (softened)

200g Light Brown Sugar

1tsp Vanilla Extract

200g Self Raising Flour (sifted)

1tsp Ground Cinnamon

80g Golden Syrup

200g Peanut Butter

2 Bananas (peeled & mashed)

4

Free Range Medium Eggs (lightly beaten)

Pre heat the oven to 160’c

Line a loaf tin with a loaf paper or parchment
paper

Cream together the butter, sugar & vanilla

Add the remaining ingredients & combine
well

Transfer to the loaf tin & bake for
approximately 50-60 minutes

Allow to cool before slicing

This tea time treat is also great sliced,
toasted & buttered

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
VERA
The Looker loves to publish birthday wishes to some of our
local readers on milestone birthdays and occasions.

In this edition we are very happy to publish birthday wishes
to ‘Vera’ who celebrated her 90th birthday In December, but
we have only just received the information, so this is a
belated Birthday message from the team at The Looker.

Thank you to Julie Nailor from the Pilgrims Hospice who,
sent us the information and photo.

Vera moved to New Romney in 1963 with her husband
Peter and spent many happy years together until he sadly
passed away after 54 years of marriage. Vera worked at the
local school that was then Southlands as a secretary for 17
years.

She then started volunteering at the Pilgrims Hospice shop
in New Romney when it opened in 1994. She has been an
outstanding Volunteer at the New Romney shop for the last
28 years and we hope Vera continues in the New Romney
shop for many years to come.

In December Vera celebrated her 90th Birthday. she is loved
by friends, colleagues and local people that come in just to
see her.

If you know someone who deserves a mention in
The Looker, Email : info@thelooker.co.uk and

mark the email Birthday Wishes.

RomneyMarsh
Festival 1977

2022 sees the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 1977 was
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and the Marsh held a
Festival to commemorate the occasion. The Patron
was local historianAnne Roper, the Chairman was the
Mayor of Lydd, Denis Prior and the Vice-Chairman was
Norman Grubb, the Mayor of New Romney.

The aim of the Festival was to provide an opportunity
for people to find a greater understanding and
enjoyment of their own environment through the
evolution, historical background, heritage, culture,
social life and industries of Romney Marsh. Local
organisations and schools received the idea with
enthusiasm and participated with various events. The
Festival ran from the beginning of May until the end of
September.

The Festival started on 1st May with a Service of
Dedication inAll Saints Church, Lydd in the presence of
the Lord Lieutenant of Kent. The following week there
was an exhibition in Lydd Town Hall titled ‘The Ecology
of Romney Marsh’ and a display of military equipment
by theArmy in Coronation Square, Lydd. Between the
9th and 14th May there were exhibitions in New
Romney Town Hall and also theAssembly Rooms
about the ‘Cinque Port Town of New Romney’. On the
14th May, there was a Scouts and Guides Competitive
Knockout at Southlands Sports Field and the following
day there was a Horse Show and Gymkhana at the
same location.

On the 22nd May there was a launch and
demonstration of Dungeness Lifeboat, the Littlestone
Inshore Rescue Boat and a display by the Coastguard
Service. The following week there was an exhibition in
the New Hall, Dymchurch about the ‘Lords of the Level’
and the ‘Liberty of Romney Marsh’ and there was also
anArt Exhibition in Southlands School.

Towards the end of the month, there were Open
Evenings at all the local schools and also a
demonstration of Bee-Keeping at Newchurch. On 29th
May, the NFU held an Open Day at Wheelsgate Farm,
Old Romney including Sheep Shearing and Sheepdog

demonstrations. A special ‘Lydd Club Day’ was held in
June.

In July, a concert was held inAll Saints Church, Lydd,
Romney Marsh Floral Art Society held their show in
New Romney and Sheepdog Trials were held in
Ivychurch. From 1st to the 13thAugust, Romney
MarshArt Society held their exhibition at Southlands
School including a Children’s Painting Competition.
Later in the month, Sheepdog Trials were held in
Dymchurch and Burmarsh, and a display of flowers
and old farm implements was held at Newchurch
together with a music concert in the Church. The ‘Day
of Syn’ was held at Dymchurch on 29thAugust. To
conclude the Festival, a United Service of Thanksgiving
was held at Ivychurch Parish Church on 25th
September.



“HAPPYTOBEME”
We have a granddaughter with Downs Syndrome, and
when she was about 2 she had a T shirt with this slogan
on it. I loved it. If I was very rich I would offer one to
every person in the land. What a much better place our
country would be, if everyone was “happy to be me”
When you ask most people what they want out of life,
many would say “to be happy” You can make a good
start by accepting yourself as you are, what they call
“being happy in your own skin” Say to the world, this is
who I am. So much frenzied activity nowadays seem to
be trying to change ourselves into some trendy image, of
what advertising and fashion tells us we ought to look
like, how to behave or what to wear.

There used to be a trend of “makeovers” where you
went somewhere to be dolled up like a model, and have
some photos taken, so removed from the real you, your
partner didn’t recognise you. What for? Afterwards you
went home, gave back the posh clothes, removed the
makeup, went to bed and messed up the trendy
impractical hairstyle, and the following morning back into
your normal life, being blown to bits taking the children to
school, or making your way to work!

Women have always wanted to “look good” since the
beginning of time, but you can take care of yourself,
without jumping on the manic bandwagon that is the
fashion and toiletries industry, and spending vast
amounts of money. This is where the budgeting comes
in. It is possible to look after your body without breaking
the bank. Most younger women have nice shiny hair.
Why spend money changing the colour every time you
change your socks? Consumer programmes are
constantly showing that cheaper face creams and
preparations are just as effective as more expensive
ones.

Without a streaming service on TV, we have to put up
with the adverts. So many are all directed at women’s
beauty!! Is a lot of it a waste of money, totally
unnecessary, and taking us for a ride?! With us oldies,
sometimes highlighting helps if you want to moderate the
grey. But the hair dye adverts are so awful they are
cringe making! In my whole life, I have never seen
anyone with hair like in the adverts. It is so artificial, you
know it came out of an expensive bottle. Why not make
the most of your natural colour?

And the attention to anti-aging products! Why? If you
are “happy to be me” showing a few lines doesn’t bother
you. Your loved ones will love you whatever. A love or
regard that depends on outside looks is pretty shallow,
and not worth the effort. My sister always jokes that
every prospective partner needs to see you at the height
of a very bad cold, before they make a commitment!

The dental industry is making vast millions with all this
cosmetic dentistry. If your teeth, are knocked out in an
accident, or were never corrected as a child and are very
protuberant, you can understand some corrective
dentistry, but all this whitening and implants etc. So

what? If I see a person with a perfect mouth of teeth, I
don’t think, how attractive, I just think that is so artificial,
they can’t be real.

Looking after yourself doesn’t need to be expensive. A
modest face cream can help to keep your skin
moisturised, especially at this time of year. A jar or tube
of ordinary hand/body cream will keep your hands and
body from getting too dry. Don’t be tempted to try these
harsh “exfoliates” healthy skin has a layer of dead cells
and oil. It is not dirt, but there to protect the skin
underneath. If you vigorously remove it, you will only
have to put more cream or oil back on your skin, making
more expense! Ordinary modern hygiene will keep your
skin clean enough.

But the best thing you can do for your body and skin is to
live a healthy, wholesome life. Eat a good diet, (with
plenty of fruit and veg, not expensive in supermarkets
nowadays) get some exercise, and try and keep your
weight down. Get plenty of rest, with a good bedtime
routine, and try and destress your life, if necessary, by
re-organising it if you can. The worst thing you can do to
your skin is to smoke. So take steps to get help to quit if
you can. Then your skin will look after itself!

We also have a grandson, whose IQ is somewhere in
the stratosphere, working a year ahead of his age at
school. They are both equally precious, and we hope will
both learn that contentment in life, is in learning the
lesson “Happy to be me”
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch

ENGLAND SWINGS

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk
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Proudly serving your local community since 2003
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Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a 
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.
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Hythe

•	 24-hour service 
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• Floral tributes
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• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Spring is coming upon us fast. In
sheltered corners, there are daffodils in
flower! Primroses and snowdrops are
coming into flower. If you still having
pruning to do, as we have, better get
cracking fairly soon! There is still time to
divide clumps of perennials, (flowers
that come back every year) If you have
been following this column, since last
year, and you had a new or mature
garden, you will have seen it through a
year, and know what is growing in it,
and what prospered, and what sunk
without a trace!

We have to accept what will grow
comfortably in our particular garden.
Every gardener has their favourites and
sometimes you just have to accept that
it isn’t going to prosper in your garden.
Most people’s garden in our area, is
sandy and alkaline, and acidic loving
plants have to be in tubs with
ericaceous compost. This includes
Camellia, Azalea, Rhododendron, and
conifers. Sometimes they will prosper, if
given enough attention and ericaceous
compost, but more often they are better
in a large pot. The nearer to the coast,
the sandier will your soil be.

If you have a greenhouse, now is a
good time to give it a good clean, before
you start trying to raise plants in it. Once
it is full of racks and seed trays, it will be
much more difficult.

Many people have been giving their
lawns an initial cut. Always start on a
high setting, and then another lower
setting, if grass is dry enough. You need
to wait for an hour or two, on winter
days, for the sun and wind to dry it out a
bit before attempting to mow it. Mowing
it while wet is not good for the grass or
your equipment.

If you haven’t already bought your

seeds, now is a good time to decide
what you want to grow, and buy them.
Shops are beginning to get stocked up.
If you want to get ahead, you can start
your seeds off indoors, on a sunny
windowsill. It is too soon, to put anything
in unheated greenhouses. The
temperature needs to be about 15/16dC
night and day, for germination. If you try
and plant too soon, the seeds will die,
before they germinate.

One practical note. Be very cynical
about pictures on gardening catalogues
and seed packets. If you are a
professional gardener, with 20 years’
experience, and all the time in the world,
and very professional facilities, maybe
your seeds may come up looking like
the packet. But mostly they don’t. So
just use them as a guide. Some of the
pictures in catalogues are so unreal, it is
a joke. The flowers on a plant or shrub,
do not all come at the same time.
Nature is not like that! It depends of the
exposure to the sun, moisture, heat and
light, and maximum pollination will occur
over a long period of time.Apicture in a
catalogue that shows a plant with all the
flowers perfect at one time, is a photo
shopped lie! It would not be beneficial to
the plant for every flower to be in full
bloom at the same time.

NOWFOR THE VEG…
(ANDOTHERMATTERS!)

I heard recently that the onset of Spring
is now about a month earlier than what
it traditionally was many decades ago.
When I was a boy in the late forties and
early fifties, living in north Kent, I can
remember severe winters when the
ground was frozen solid for weeks on
end. Not long after we moved into a
new home in January 1952, my father
bought several fruit trees but couldn’t
plant them for weeks because , to quote
the carol, “the earth was hard as iron.”
Grass cutting stopped at the end of
October and re-commenced in March.
Now, providing the lawn is not too
damp, you cut it all the year round!

Climate change, for whatever reason,
has implications for what we grow.
Whoever would have thought of
growing citrus fruits in a tub on the patio,
or melons out of doors in a sunny
position? Now it’s possible to grow
tropical fruits in sheltered spots, which
invites the question “how long before
we can grow bananas in our back
gardens?”

Looking through the seed catalogues,
there’s an amazing variety of fruit and
veg, some of which I’ve never heard of,
but which tempt us to be a bit
imaginative in what we grow this year.
There used to be just a handful of
tomato varieties to choose from, now
they come in all shapes, sizes and
colours. All very confusing.

As we move into February, with the
days lengthening, it’s good to look
forward to spending more time out of
doors, whether you have a tiny back
garden, patio or allotment. I’ve just been
repairing our raised beds and digging
them over. They have the advantage of
additional height above ground level,
which means you don’t have to bend
over too much, and also are more
accessible for weeding and hoeing.

If you like peas, there is a variety called
KelvedonWonder, which you can sow
in February and as they are a dwarf
variety you don’t need to support them.
Sow in succession every 3 weeks or so
up to July to keep a continuous crop.
Other pea varieties such as Onward or
Lincoln can wait till March andApril.
Once your crop begins to show shoots,
protect from birds by covering with
netting or narrow guage wire mesh.

If you have a cold frame or greenhouse,
you can sow lettuce, leeks, and broad
beans ready to plant out in March when
large enough to handle. Raising tomato
plants from seed can be done indoors in
a warm spot, or in a propagator if you
have one. These will give you a head
start when warm enough to transfer to
the greenhouse.

I’ve given up growing parsnips, as our
soil is not very suitable for root crops,
but if you have relatively stone free soil,
you can sow parsnip seed now, as it is
tolerant to cold weather and has a long
growing season.

Next time, we’ll look at some of the early
Spring sowings you can make. Happy
gardening!





Dear Editor,

There been many comments in
Looker, both negative and positive,
about local government. I have a
sister who lives in Calgary, Alberta
Canada, and they had local elections
in the autumn. With a very unpopular,
right wing, ineffective, Provincial
Governor, I asked if he had lost
support in the local elections. She said
it didn't apply, because all local
government elections are non-
partisan. You can tell which way their
interests lie from what they say, but
they don't officially belong to a party.
They are all independents. Would that
work in UK? Maybe stop a lot of the
party politics, that annoys people
about local government?

On another note, I think Russel Kane's
article about Virtual Reality was very
timely. It is a scary future, and it has
already affected some cultures. I
watched a programme a few years
back, about world population. Some
westernised countries have a big
problem with falling birth rates. The
worst of all is Japan. It has seen a
40% drop in the birth rate in recent
years. It has many reasons, including
not being open to immigration.

But one cause is that, in the country
that birthed the tech revolution, young
men spend so much time in VR, that
they are losing the iffy art of building
up relationships with real women.
There are huge numbers of
unpartnered young men in the 20s,
30s and 40s. There is a programme
online, where you can have a virtual
relationship with a cyber girlfriend,
moulded to your fancy. More young
men are engaging in this programme,
than in setting up relationships with
real women. The finest VR
programme doesn't make babies!!

In a culture, where women are newly
emancipated, they are also more
demanding of a life partner, and less
willing to take on traditional roles.

Yes, we need to watch where the
virtual world is going.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs June Gooch.

Dear Looker,

Having watched with interest the live
meetings on the councils website over

the past few months of Covid
lockdown, I find it very interesting, that
some people, seem to attend just to
be awkward. In a recent meeting for
the new lorry park at the Motis centre
in Folkestone, The Greens took their
usual stance and objected on just
about anything, but mainly because of
the noise. To qualify this the site was
right next to the motorway. But
apparently Cllr Trelore would rather
lorries found spaces to park along the
lanes of the district. Well as someone
who has had their front garden
wrecked by huge lorries parking
across my driveway and having the
lorries revving their engines in the
middle of the night, I wanted to tell her,
she should give ‘living in the real world
a try sometime’. It must be idyllic in her
little bubble. But she is there to
represent Me her ward member. And if
she thinks that having lorries parking
anywhere, instead of on a disused bit
of car park, she is living in cloud
cuckoo land.

Start listening to what the locals want
or step down please.

Tina Banks.

Dear Editor,

I wanted to thank you for your Looker
Magazine, We moved to Sandgate
just over a year ago and you continue
to report on all the stories that are
important to the area.

Having been an employee of one of
your competitors, I know howmuch
work goes into compiling and editing a

magazine like The Looker.

Perhaps my only complaint Is that it is
not a weekly magazine. (I am not sure
if you class it as a newspaper or
magazine?).

Maybe if you charged for it, you would
be able to have the financial backing
to go weekly?

Regardless, more power to your
elbow and keep up the good work!

Carole Burrows.

Thank you Carole for your kind
words, Yes it would be good to be
able to produce The Looker
Weekly, but as none of the team get
paid as it is regarded as a
community ‘Newspaper’ it would
be a big ask to double our
workload.

Regarding payment for the Looker,
it was worked out that it was one of
our unique selling points that we
print on the best quality paper in
full colour and pay for the print run,
purely on advertising.

We hope to continue this way for as
long as it is financially viable to do
so.

We always thank our advertisers
for their continued support and the
readers who do send us donations
to help with our prduction cost. ED
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Forthcoming films

‘Belfast’:
Fri 4th Feb – Thur 10th Feb

To book tickets, visit the Leisure Centre or
go to: marshacademy.org.uk

Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS Join in for coffee,
cake and crafts
Teach Me has launched a new initiative to enable local
people to come along to the studios at 3 Cockreed Lane,
New Romney TN28 8JH on every alternate Thursday and
learn a new art or craft. Price is typically £20.00 per
session, but that includes all the tools and materials you
need, tea or coffee and homemade cakes.

These Coffee, Cake and Craft sessions, as they have
been labelled, have been conceived to be great fun and a
splendid way to make lots of new friends. It’s a good idea
to book your place because spaces are filled on a first
come first served basis. You can book or check availability
via the website or by calling 01797364366 and speaking
to Yolanda.

Crafts include jewellery making on 10 February, pottery
making with air fired clay on 24 February and lino cut
printing on 3 March. The complete list of arts and crafts
covered can be seen on the website at
www,teachmecourses.co.uk.

Please note that some courses may be slightly more than
£20.00 and somemay last longer than two hours – it
depends on the complexity of the craft and the cost of
materials.

Thursday 10th February
LyddMeeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCommunity Hub, Rolfe Lane,
NewRomney, 4 p.m.
RomneyMarsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 8 p.m.

Saturday 12th February
CoffeeMorning &Market, Greatstone Church,
10 a.m. – 12 noon
Book Sale & CoffeeMorning, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh Church,
10 a.m. – 12 noon

Monday 14th February
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, NewRomney, 10 a.m.
(2nd & 4thMon)
DymchurchMeeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
Valentine’s CoffeeMorning, RMCommunity Hub,
Rolfe Lane, NewRomney, 10.30 a.m.
TheGames Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Brenzett WI (Craft Workshop), Brookland Village Hall, 7 p.m.
NewRomney History SocietyAGM, Old School, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 15th February
GreatstoneMeeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall, 10 a.m.
(1st & 3rd Tues)
DymchurchArt Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
NewRomney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 16th February
Drop-in CoffeeMorning, St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone,
9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Woman’sWednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Morris Dancing, RMCommunity Hub, Rolfe Lane,
NewRomney, 7 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, NewRomney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 17th February
LyddMeeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCommunity Hub, Rolfe Lane,
NewRomney, 4 p.m.
RomneyMarsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village
Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 18th February
Bridge (NewRomney) Meeting Point, Unit 12Mountfield
Road, 10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)

Saturday 19th February
Book Sale, St. Nicholas Church, NewRomney,
10 a.m. – 12 noon

Monday 21st February
DymchurchMeeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
TheGames Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
(newmembers welcome)
Cancer Support Group, RMCommunity Hub, 2.30 p.m.
(1st & 3rdMon)



At The Movies
With Vince Shell

THE DUNGENESS
MYSTERY

A short story by L. P. Gibbs.

Having won £25 on the Lottery the previous evening,
Billy Hadwell had been celebrating and was the last
customer to leave The Britannia at Dungeness that
Sunday night.

On approaching his car, he stumbled which caused his
glasses to slide down to the tip of his nose and dropped
his keys, catching them with the toe of his shoe which
inadvertently kicked them underneath the vehicle.
Pushing his spectacles back up, Billy looked hopefully
back, but the lights of the bar had gone out. He knew
then that his last drink had been one too many.

Deciding it would be safer to walk, he set off for his
home on Coast Drive. The long walk in cool, fresh air
would do him good. Sea mist was beginning to roll in
across the shingle as he made his unsteady way along
the dark road towards the Lifeboat Station. He had got
halfway when something stirred to his right, causing him
to turn. Nothing but greyness. As the mist was
thickening, he could not see more than twenty feet in
front of him. Then he heard it; someone, or something
whispering his name. He leaned forward, peering into
the darkness, and could just about make out a strange
shape. It appeared to be beckoning him. Billy stood still,
almost afraid to move. He was suddenly aware of
tendrils of some kind creeping around his ankles,
slithering across the shingle. As he turned in an attempt

to run, whatever it was clamped around his lower leg
with a vice-like grip. That was when he was dragged
from his feet and pulled towards the shore with
surprising speed, his back and shoulders being scraped
by the pebbles. The noise of the small waves rustling on
to the shore became louder as he was pulled nearer to
them. Suddenly, there was a brief break in the mist and
he could see a huge, beak-like mouth, opening and
closing, returning to the water as he was being drawn
towards it.

As the tendrils tightened their grip, Billy let out a piercing
scream and tried to struggle, to no avail. The stench that
emanated from whatever the creature was, became
almost overpowering and he felt the cold sea water on
his thighs as he was dragged in, feet first.

At 6.15 the next morning, Florrie Hibbert was walking
her black and white spaniel along the Dungeness Road
when her foot caught something. She picked up the
object.

It was Billy Hadwell's spectacles.

If you would like us to publish your short story,
please send your submission through to

david@thelooker.co.uk

Stories of no more than 600 words please

David Wimble

Scream - Cert 18
on general release
The original Scream movie by the
late horror maestro Wes Craven
was both an innovative and
ground-breaking addition to the
horror genre. The opening scene
was one of the most iconic
scenes in the history of the horror
movie and also one of the
scariest. Aside from killing off a
'big name' it kept us on the edge
of our seats throughout as we
tried to work out the killer's
identity. Scream broke away from
the traditions and storylines of
horror films as it mocked its
predecessors while also paying
tribute to them. It also introduced
us to the 'rules' for surviving a
horror movie and argued that
common sense was a key
essential to survival. The killers
themselves applied certain 'rules'
to choosing their victims creating
a code of conduct for psycho's.
For hardcore fans of the genre it
was a fresh approach to the tired
and formulaic slasher genre but
like it's predecessors it didn't
disappoint the watching gore
hounds. Scream, while gory, also
threw into the mix an element of
slapstick comedy leaving horror
fans laughing one minute and
hiding behind their hands the
next.

Three decent sequels followed
until the sad passing of Craven,
surely it was time to lay the
franchise to rest?. So, what does
the latest Scream (Interestingly
they have named it Scream and
not Scream 5) offer? Firstly it
does follow on from the original
and once again remains a movie
within a movie, the original
murders were portrayed in a
horror franchise 'Stab'. Firstly
Scream introduces us to a new
concept that the film is a 'requel'

which is a reboot and a sequel
combined. At times the film does
feel like a remake of the original
albeit a remake made by adoring
fans. Most of the original
characters return in one way or
another, Sidney Prescott, Gail
Weathers, Dewey Riley, Billy
Loomis (wait, Billy Loomis I hear
you say, didn't Billy die in the
original?) the overall feel is that
Scream plays out like a homage
to Craven. Ardent fans of the
franchise will spot little nods such
as a car driving down Elm Street.
When one of the characters
(Wes) is murdered the wake
allows the cast to raise a toast for
Wes.

On to the plot and its twenty five
years after the original killings
and a copycat Ghostface killer
attacks a high school student
Tara in her home, heavily
wounding, but not killing her. Her
estranged sister Sam is drawn
back to Woodsboro to visit her.
When further killings occur,
drawing Sam in further, she
decides to enlist the assistance of
ex-Police Officer Dewey and
Sidney. Sidney is initially reluctant
but returns along with Gail to
once again confront their pasts.
Sam is also visited/influenced by
the ghost of Billy Loomis (Oh! I

see) Meanwhile Ghostface is
busy depopulating the town of
Woodsboro as Sam, Sidney, Gail
and Dewey prepare for the final
battle. At this point you will be
pleased to know that unlike the
residents of Haddonfield
(Halloween Kills) the population
of Woodsboro are not whipped
up into a frenzied state and
shouting "Tonight, evil dies"

You may notice I haven't given
you many plot details as it may
ruin your personal viewing,
especially if you are a fan of the
franchise and 'know the rules'.
What I will say is Scream is a lot
of fun and draws you into the
action like an interactive
experience as you try to work out
the identity of the 'new' killer. After
watching Halloween Kills in which
the indestructible Mr Myers is
again burnt, shot etc etc it is
refreshing to find a vulnerable
psycho that bleeds and can
actually be killed. I do have a
genuine love of films that portray
the 'Psycho amongst us' cold
bloodied killers with razor sharp
wit and instruments who provide
social commentary while carrying
out their daily acts of random
violence (American Psycho, Man
Bites Dogs)

If you liked the original then you'll
love this one too but I would
strongly recommend watching the
other four films, especially the
original, otherwise you will
struggle with the plot and in-
jokes. Scream is a welcome
addition to the franchise and this
'requel' won't disappoint. In
remains to be seen whether the
franchise continues but Scream
also serves as a fitting epitaph to
the maestro Wes Craven. Sit
back, strap in and enjoy the ride
that is Scream and remember 'I'll
bezback'

AfterLife -series3
All episodes available on Netflix
If you haven't seenAfter Life, then why not? If you've seen
series 1 and 2 then why haven't you seen series 3 and if
you have watched all 3 then I'm sure, you'll agree that it's
another slice of comedy genius fromMr Gervais.

Gervais plays the suicidal and
depressed Tony Johnson who has
lost his beloved wife Lisa through
Cancer. Every day is a struggle as
he considers a life without Lisa but
Tony continues his job as a
reporter for the Tambury Gazette,
working for his brother-in-law
editor Matt, while dishing out large
doses of cynicism.

Gervais perfectly captures the
essence of human kindness and
manages to turn a serious
situation into a heart-warming comedy. You'll laugh, you'll
cry but you won't fail to be totally captivated by Gervais'
masterpiece. After Life is essential viewing.

Nobody
- Sky/Now TV

somehow missed this one at the cinema so was
looking forward to catching it second time around.

Hutch Mansell is a nobody. Life is tedious, his
marriage to Becca is strained and he works in the
office of his father-in-laws metal fabrication company
alongside his odious brother-in-law Charlie. One night
his house is broken into by two armed robbers and
while his son Blake bravely tackles the raiders Hutch
refuses to intervene, allowing the robbers to escape
and his family questioning his motives. When we see
Hutch talking on a secret radio to his brother Harry all
does not appear to be what it is especially as he tells
Harry that the robbers were scared, desperate and
using an unloaded gun.

When Hutch's daughter says her Hello Kitty bracelet is
missing, Hutch assumes the robbers took it and
decides to pay them a visit. Armed with his elderly
fathers gun and FBI badge he confronts the robbers
only to find they have a sick baby and he leaves. On
his way home the bus he is travelling on is hĳacked by
thugs so Hutch unleashes the beast without knowing
one of the thugs is the brother of a Russian crime lord.
So begins a war that threatens Hutch, his family and
his very existence.

Nobody is a comedy action movie that hits the spot
and is worth watching for Christopher Lloyd's
performance alone as Hutch's Dad David as a retired
FBI agent.
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CHURCH UPDATE By June Gooch

New Romney gets
heart bombed!
If you are wandering around New Romney on
Valentine’s Day, then keep an eye out for
decorative heart mosaics. Dozens of the pretty
mosaic heart shaped coasters and plaques have
been bombed in the town.

The heart bombing idea came from Teach Me’s
students who collectively made all the hearts. If
you find one, it’s yours to cherish or to give to a
loved one

with a combination of old and new Christian music. The
prayer meetings and home groups have also started again,
and the Thursday morning toddler group. If interested,
come along on a Thursday, meet the team and the people
who come. It meets from 9-11am. The church on North
Street is also the venue for the food bank, see top of article
for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstans.
Next service on Sunday, February 13th at 9am. Planning is
in progress for the lent and Easter services, and summer
concerts, now that normality is slowly returning (Covid
permitting!)

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
Fund raising events in the church hall. Saturday, February
26th March, Pancake Coffee morning, 10am. Monday,
February 28th Bingo in the church Hall..

St Mary in the Marsh.
Saturday, February 12th, Valentine’s coffee morning and
book sale. Stalls and refreshments, come along and fill a
carrier bag with books for £2. There will be a prize for the
best hand- made Valentine’s card, and in honour of the

occasion, feel free to wear red for a bit of fun!

Church Chuckle.
If you remember, Boxing day was a Sunday, and many
churches didn’t have a service, as there had been several
in the previous 48 hours. Our son’s big city church decided
to have 1 short service, instead of the usual three. He took
along one of his children, explaining it was a short service,
and there would be no children’s activities etc. At the
beginning, in the hush, before the clergy lady spoke, the
child asked, in a very audible whisper, “is this going to be a
short service” Clergy lady was committed now!

Wit andWisdom.
John Bell of Iona community, commenting on the feast of
Hogmanay. “it was originally about sharing, all the gifts,
rituals and good wishes for the coming year. How did it get
to be a festival of consuming and getting? He once was
given a piece of advice about cultivating a good heart.
Every day, give something away. Even if just a goodwill
smile”

Food Bank
These are continuing with a delivery only service. If you
are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it applies
to single people and couples, not just people with children)
Ring CitizensAdvice Bureau, on free phone 080 2082138
to explain your problem and obtain a voucher. The food
will be delivered to your home. You can have 3 days
supply of dried and tinned food, and help in other ways, if
your problems need to be referred to another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring the RMCC
number 01797 366855, during weekday mornings, or Rev
Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring before 11am on the
day of the food bank, which is Tuesdays in New Romney,
from 5.30pm-7pm and Fridays in Lydd.

There are collections points in most supermarkets and
churches. The most useful items at present are, shaving
foam, tinned meat, hot and cold, vegetarian options,
children’s toothpaste, washing up liquid and toilet rolls, and
especially gluten free foods, including meals in a tin. They
do not need pasta, rice, tinned baked beans, soup,
vegetables and pulses.

Covid.
Although there are no legal restrictions now, many
churches are sticking to mask wearing and social
distancing. The provision of refreshments differs in each
church. Check out your local church. Most churches have
reinstated the regular pattern of services, but check each
church’s notices and church magazine.

Brookland, St Augustine.
There is a community cupboard in the church, which is
open during the day, and free to anyone who feels they
are struggling to buy food. It is supplied by volunteers, and
an initiative of the C/E Primary School in Brookland, as
part of their community efforts to help people not so
fortunate. It is a school project for a year, but it I hoped it
will become a permanent feature, to serve the community.
There is also a bookshop, selling books, funds for the
church. It is on a donation basis.

The next service will be on Sunday, February 13th and will
an Evensong at 6.30pm. OnWednesday, February 16th,
there will be a communion at 6.30pm.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
The planning and thinking about the hall continues, with
reviews and architects coming to see the hall. It is still
hoped to salvage the plans for part of the hall. They have
set up a just giving page, www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
burmarsh-hall-renovation, so any contributions to the fund
will be very welcome. There is also a social media page
www.facebook.com/burmrshhallrenovations. The lack of
“a” is deliberate.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
The church is in need of an organist, so if you, or anyone
you know would be able to help, please get in touch with
any member of the PCC or Rev Chris Hodgkins on 01797
335003.

There is a bible study, on Thursday afternoons starting at
1pm, in the church. There will be time of study and
fellowship. Please note the change of day and time.

Refreshments are being served on Sundays and any
volunteers will be very welcome. Many thanks to those
who have already put their names down. Everything is
provided, you only have to bring some fresh milk.

Greatstone, St Peter’s.
Every Wednesday, morning there is a drop in at the
church. All ages welcome, for coffee and chat and there
are toddler toys if any parents or carers of preschool
children wished to come. The church hall is open from
8.30-10.30am.

Valentines Coffee Morning and sale. Saturday, February
12th from 10am-noon. Lots of stalls and bargains and a
clearance sale. All welcome. If you haven’t been in the
new hall, now is your chance to see the amazing facilities
for yourself. Refreshments available.

There are many other activities throughout the week, in
this new facility including the Pebbles dementia café, and
craft groups.

Ivychurch, St George.
Ivychurch is an active village, with lots going on. There will
be a village brunch in March, and the film club is holding a
filmshow in the village hall, on Thursday, February 10th at
7.30am. There is also an active Croquet club. If interested
ringAndrew on 01797 362097.

Lydd, All Saints.
Regular services are continuing at 10.30am on Sundays.
Many events connected with the church, take place in the
Hardy Hall on Skinner road, So see notices for all the
events.

New Romney, St Nicholas
The service continues at 11am on Sunday mornings.

Coffee mornings. These very successful events return this
month, on Saturday, February 19th, from 10am-midday.
The great selection of books, CDS and DVDS will be
there, as well as delicious refreshments and many craft
stalls. This is always a great morning of catching up and
fellowship, so all are very welcome. Bring a carrier bag
and fill it full of books for £1!! Live music will feature Denis
Connolly and the Cornerstones.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul.
After a very successful Christmas market, the next one will
be on Saturday, April 2nd, with an Easter Theme. From
then onwards, during the warmer months there will be a
market on the first Saturday of every month.

Romney Marsh Community Church, North Street, New
Romney.

Worship has continued on Sunday mornings at 10.30am.
Children’s teaching and craft during the service takes
place, for all ages, and all are welcome to the services,
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T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
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Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620


