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It was heralded as a new
community centre fit for a
community purpose for the
next 100 years, but after nearly
10 years of planning and
consultations with planning
experts, the plans to have a
new community hall and sports
pavilion for New Romney have
been postponed.

The original idea was first
voted on by the people of New
Romney after the sale of land
in Church Lane brought some
money into the councils
coffers. A public exhibition was
held at the former Nationwide
Bank where locals came and
put forward capital projects for
the Town Council to consider.

Amongst suggestions were a
swimming pool and cinema but
by far the favourite was a state
of the art Community Hall and
Sports Centre.

The council at that point
opened up for planning
designs for the state-of-the-art
building, which was supposed
to be future proofed to last at
least 100 years. Eventually
award-winning architect Guy
Holloway was chosen and then
it was decided to set up a
working party committee to
oversee the project. This was
headed up by former
Councillor Patricia Rolfe.

Some councillors were
concerned that there was still a

shortfall in the finances to build
such an all encompassing
design. And when the council
agreed to borrow money to
ensure it would be built, it
upset a number of councillors,
some of whom resigned over
the spending.

Planning permission was
granted and with the sale of an
additional plot of land to build
houses adjacent to the site
with the hope that this would
go a long way to cover the
additional costs.

With the effects of Covid
Lockdown, the delay also
added to the cost of the build
along with the inflation of
building costs.

DungenessC
neededmore
thanever
With energy prices going
through the roof, local people
are calling for a new Dungeness
C power station, says Looker
Editor and founder of the
Folkestone and Hythe
Independent party, David
Wimble, who is making it one of
the key campaign themes as
they start preparing for next
year’s District and Town Council
elections.

Here is David’s take on ‘new
nuclear’ at Dungeness.

There are several reasons why
we should back ‘new nuclear’
for the Romney Marsh. It is
obvious that as a country, we
have a huge need for electricity
and the need is growing at an
alarming rate, with something
like a 15% rise predicted over
the next 10 years!

The problem is that the UK
does not generate anything like
enough of the power we need.
The current Dungeness B
station, now entering its first
stage of decommissioning with
its fuel being removed, is owned
by EDF, a French company.

Several years ago, Dungeness
was earmarked for a new C

Sports Hall put on hold . . . for now
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At its full Council meeting on Wednesday
9th February 2022, New Romney Town
Council decided to change its approach to
the building of the Community Hall and
Sports Pavilion and the enhancement of
the adjacent Nursery building, due to a
massive post-pandemic increase in
building costs.

In October 2021, the Council received
seven tender returns for the project,
ranging in value from £3.9 million pounds
to over £5 million pounds. This compares
to a March 2021 cost estimate of just over
£3 million pounds.

In November 2021, the Council selected
three of these tenderers to present their
detailed, costed project proposals to the
Project Steering Group (PSG). Following
this exercise, the Council selected a
preferred tenderer to work with the Project
Team to attempt to bring the building cost
down to the available budget, using a
value engineering approach.

At the full Council meeting on 9th
February, the Project Team report was
presented with an amended cost proposal
but this still exceeded the currently
available budget by nearly £200,000. The
Council considered a range of options to
address this shortfall including use of
reserves and borrowing additional money
but these solutions were rejected in order
to mitigate the potential for negative
financial impact on local taxpayers.
Consequently, the Council decided to
move forward with a project re-design that
would deliver the new building within the
available budget.

The Council accepts this will introduce
further delays to the project but it will
ensure the new design is deliverable
within the available budget.

Council Chairman, Cllr Paul Thomas, said:
"The Council remains committed to
delivering a high quality, fit for purpose
facility that will meet the needs of the
community. The Council has a very

healthy budget and has the benefit of the
previous project work to act as a solid
foundation for success. The Council will
be providing each home with an
explanatory leaflet on the current situation
and the future plans".

The original Maude Pavilion was donated
to the people of the Town of New Romney
and was started 100 years ago and
dedicated the following year as a

memorial to the Maude family after one of
their sons was killed in the First World
War.

Over the years the building has started to
look a bit worse for wear compared to
other sporting pavilions across the district.
With the land being under the stewardship
of the town council, New Romney Football
Club are only tenants of the current
building, but had proposed plans for a new
club house over 10 years ago. Tony
Hunter from New Romney Football Club
told The Looker: “This is deeply
disappointing; we held a party last year to
commemorate the 98 years that the club
had been using the Maude.

On the night with over 150 guests, I made
a comment that hopefully in time for the
centenary we would be in our new home
and that it would be a fitting for the club to
progress for the next 100 years.

To say as a club we are saddened by the
news is a huge understatement. However
I understand why the council have had to
take this action as the costs are double
what they were when they first put forward
the idea.

We will look forward to what the town
council proposes and hope that they
chose something that is befitting of the
towns heritage as the capital of the Marsh
and something that the towns folk can be
proud of.

The current Maude Pavilion
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station but fell at the final hurdle, when a campaign by
naturists, led by TV personality Chris Packham argued that
a new site at Dungeness could cause severe damage to
the unique site of Special Scientific Interest, with rare plans
and wildlife being disturbed. This was a massive blow to
the Marsh, as well as being factually inaccurate. Since the
two power stations were first constructed over 70 years
ago, Dungeness has grown, with the estate stretching out
to the sea as the shingle builds up. So, because of the
additional sea defences, the private estate is expanding,
enabling more wildlife and fauna to flourish.

The New Hinckley Point C station, which should have a 60-
year life span and costing over £20 Billion pounds, is again
being built by a partnership of the French EDF and state-
owned China Nuclear Power Group. Again, this
development is outside UK control and indeed threatens to
hold the UK to ransom over the final cost of generating
power.

The main argument for new power stations at Dungeness,
apart from the obvious need to generate electricity to keep
the lights on, is the economic boost to the district.
Dungeness B power station is worth around £35 million
pounds a year to the local economy and although the final
decommissioning phase is perhaps as much as 25 years
away, it will still in the long term leave a huge hole in the
district economy.

For some time, I have been supporting the introduction of
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) developed by companies
like Rolls Royce, with the British-built PWR2 reactors
originally used by the British Vanguard Nuclear Submarine
fleet. These units are obviously quite small as they were
designed to fit within the confines of a submarine and have
been continually developed over the past 25 years since
their fleet launch in the mid-1990s.

Through my involvement with the district’s
decommissioning programme, I have been pushing for
Dungeness A station to enter into an accelerated
decommissioning arrangement, which would enable the
new smaller compact reactors (which arrive on the site
almost as kits) to comfortably sit on the current footprint of
the AStation and eventually a D station on the current B
site.

It makes huge sense to have the stations at Dungeness.
First and foremost, we are a nuclear friendly district. We
have lived with power stations for over 60 years. In that
time, they have brought wealth and prosperity to our region
and, perhaps more importantly, the two current stations
have provided jobs and apprenticeships for generations of
Marsh people.

I am all for renewable energy and recognise that solar and
wind turbines play a significant role in providing energy
solutions, but they cannot produce anything like enough
energy to meet more than a fraction of our needs. The
obvious problem is that solar does not work at night, while
wind power is dependent – unsurprisingly – upon the wind
blowing! Green objectors like to remind us that Nuclear
has a toxic legacy; I will not try and suggest otherwise,
though compared with the huge destruction caused by
open cast mines in South America and China, the legacy is
very much smaller.

I was shocked to learn that the entire nuclear waste of the
world’s nuclear resources would fit ten times over in just

one of the many Cobalt mines that are used to supply
batteries along with other commodities like Lithium. Neither
should we forget that without Nuclear, there would be no
nuclear-based medicine that makes a critical contribution to
cancer treatments.

One of my greatest regrets that when, about ten years ago,
the district was asked to investigate the siting of a
Geological Nuclear Disposal Facility locally, we eventually
declined the offer. At the time the council did not do a very
good job of selling the proposal to the district. There was
some public consultation, but no referendum. None of the
benefits were really explained or that the storage facility
would have been about half a mile below the seabed. Even
an initial expression of interest would have been worth
several millions of pounds to the Marsh. A forty-year build
programme would also have created thousands of jobs,
with other benefits attached, like a nuclear medicine
research laboratory, designed to encourage councils to
consider. The biggest frustration is that we did not at least
look into it. We had the option of saying no right up to the
point of construction, but by then we would have seen the
benefits very clearly, with millions of pounds injected by
government into the immediate local infrastructure.

As a member of NULEAF (Nuclear Legacy Advisory
Forum) I recently visited the site that the French have
developed at Bure-Saudron. It had brought huge job
creation and unheard-of wealth to the district, including
huge investment in local schools and colleges and leisure
opportunities.

If we want to stop huge rises in our electricity prices, we
need to invest now in ‘New Nuclear’ so that we can
approach the future with greater confidence. With no more
diesel or petrol cars being built after 2030, the demand for
power will never go down and we need to be ready for it.
Finally, and most importantly, Dungeness is superbly
situated. It has the connection to the National Grid already
in place and it also has a ready supply of water, so
obviously essential.

I would campaign for the SMR power stations, should the
Folkestone and Hythe Independent Party win seats at the
next election. I think I have demonstrated what someone
can achieve as an independent councillor, working
alongside other parties for the District.

We hope that as a party we can contest all 30 of the district
council seats next year. We already have our Marsh
Candidates selected and several for Hythe, and
Folkestone. We are currently looking for people who would
like to find out more about our party, and who would like to
make a difference on a local level. Our whole purpose is to
work on a local level, on local issues that are important to
residents, and not be dictated to fromWestminster.

For more information about how you can get involved in our
Party do look at our website: www.fhip.co.uk

Scrapped, the Guy Holloway plans for new pavilion



Canyou really
afford tosave the
Planet?
In a sense we are all green nowadays. Few would
question the importance of recycling waste, reducing
unnecessary packaging or planting trees. The
government has committed us unilaterally to a zero-
carbon target by 2050 at the latest. Yet the Onward think
tank survey conducted at the time of the November 2021
Cop26 conference found that less than half the
population is willing to pay thousands of pounds to make
their homes greener and to help meet Boris Johnson’s
net zero carbon goal. Only 50 percent of those surveyed
said they were willing to pay higher taxes, while 46
percent were unprepared to tolerate higher prices for fuel
and household items. Installation of new gas boilers from
2035 and their replacement by expensive heat pumps?
All Britain’s electricity to be sourced from renewables by
2035? Onshore wind to be doubled by 2035? New diesel
and petrol cars banned by 2030? In practice green
targets and the policies that go with them involve
saddling millions of households unfairly with additional
expenditure and unknowable benefits. The UK has 28
million homes, most of which will need improvements to
achieve net zero by 2050. This requires retrofitting
existing houses and building energy-efficient new ones
at an estimated cost of £525 billions by 2040, including
£168 billion of government investment, or £18750 per
home. Anyone for tennis?

And all this climate scepticism was in evidence even
before consumers face an increase of over £700 in their
average bills as the energy price cap is almost doubled
in April 2022. The Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, has
announced a range of measures costing £9 billion to
help cushion the financial blow which he blamed on
forces beyond the control of the Government. Boris
Johnson is facing repeated calls from his own
Conservative MPs to reduce household energy costs by
removing green levies and, as he had previously
promised, VAT from bills. VAT is currently levied at a rate
of 5% and its removal would alone cut average bills of
£2000 by over £100. The Chancellor has ruled out the
removal of VAT.

While Sunak is right to argue that wholesale gas prices
are not set by ministers, they do bear responsibility for
domestic policy, and there have been three decades of
abysmal failure to develop a coherent energy strategy.
Not only are green taxes contributing to the highest
overall tax burden in 71 years; they are also artificially
inflating energy prices and are responsible for more than
a quarter of the cost of your electricity bill. The taxes,
which appear on bills under the anodyne heading
‘environmental and social obligation costs’ and which
were in large part introduced by the former Energy
Secretary, David Miliband, include the climate change
levy, carbon price floor, renewables obligation (which
subsidises the cost of wind farms), carbon reduction
commitment and emissions trading scheme. Labour’s
legislation has been reinforced by the current

Government’s carbon reduction targets. The result is that
the green tax burden is the highest on record. The
Taxpayers’Alliance calculates total tax revenue from
green taxes at £0.9 billion in 2001, £11.7 billion when
Johnson became PM in 2019, and forecasts a rise to
£16.7 billion by 2024. Centrica contends that removing
green levies would reduce average annual bills by £170.

The effects of the Climate ChangeAct (2008) and the
environmental and social levies it introduced have been
substantially rising costs and lower dependability of
supply. We cannot afford to continue with this nonsense.
The public has never been consulted on what should be
the appropriate speed of measures to mitigate climate
change. Nuclear power and fracking have been howled
down by a vociferous minority. The moratorium on
fracking has exacerbated energy insecurity as we
continue to import natural gas. Rising energy tariffs are
the result of a wholly incoherent policy, government
reliance on an intermittent supply of sun and wind, a
failure to invest in nuclear power, tidal currents or
underground heat sources, and an absurd reluctance to
exploit Britain’s North Sea oil and gas resources before
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alternatives become mainstream. In the costly push
towards heat pumps, the government appears to be
backing yet another lame horse. A sensible
government would urgently accelerate its nuclear
plans by creating a powerful agency modelled on the
vaccination taskforce. It would also push to extract
more oil and gas, included by fracking.

Cop26 was supposed to set in stone Britain’s
‘landmark’ climate change strategy for others to
follow, accompanied by apocalyptic messaging and
a blizzard of statistics that seemed more designed to
blind than inform. And, despite Johnson describing
the Glasgow pact as ‘a big step forward’, the whole
exercise was also a predictable and theatrical waste
of time. It witnessed hundreds of private jets, Tesla
cars recharged by diesel generators, India stating it
will take 50 years to reach net zero carbon
emissions and China not even present, and all for
the sake of some unenforceable window-dressing
pledges. Meanwhile, the British public has been
forced to participate in Boris Johnson’s green vanity
project. The government’s obsession with net zero at
the clear expense of our standard of living and our
ability to properly heat our homes, is sowing the
seeds of the next serious split between the
establishment and the people. There is an almost
maniacal focus on all things green, which threatens
to plunge us into poverty. Decarbonising the
economy is a fine ambition, but the danger of setting
demanding targets for introducing electric cars or
heat pumps is that the public will have to spend vast
sums on new technologies that do not currently
compete with their fossil fuel alternatives. There is a

growing mismatch between Britain’s relentless
pursuit of a carbon-free economy and the
international effort, which despite all the fine words
remains in many cases simply a charade. Therein
lies the nub of the problem. Britain is responsible for
just 1 percent of global emissions; if few other
countries are serious about reducing theirs, what is
the point in doing it? On current trajectories, just 7
percent of global emissions will be removed by 2030
which the UN confirms will mean that a temperature
rise of 2.7 percent is unavoidable.

This is a home-grown energy crisis. Government
policies are at the core of our energy problems,
whether it be the stampede to net zero, the Climate
ChangeAct, the energy price cap, the botched
regulation of suppliers or the failure to take critical
decisions when needed. The key question is
whether we are prepared to pay for net zero now
that the country can understand the implications of a
policy that will do nothing to combat climate change
so long as the biggest carbon producers refuse to
change their own practices. Moreover, the energy
price rises are feeding inflation, which rose to 5.2
percent in January and is expected to exceed 7
percent by the spring.

And did you know that thew government’s
environmental strategy rarely applies in its own
backyard? A recent investigation found that not one
Cabinet minister had bothered to install a heat pump
in their own home, while the Cop26 president, Alok
Sharma, is still driving a diesel car. Awonderful whiff
of hypocrisy!
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01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS - WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing

Call to enforce
Pesky Parking
this summer

A group of local residents from Dymchurch and
Littlestone are calling on traffic wardens to take more
action this summer with motorists that park illegally.
Tony Banks told The Looker: “We are asking the
council to have a zero tolerance on people who park
illegally. Every year local residents are fed up with
illegally parked cars making it sometimes impossible
for buses to pass and more importantly emergency
services to get to the scene of an accident.”

Dymchurch has been particularly hard hit with people
parking cars on double yellow lines along the main
A259 road and clogging up side roads. Sheena Ellis
who is one of the people asking the district council to
take more action said: “I get that the council has
limited recourses, but at a time when we get our
council tax put up year on year, it would be a way of
offsetting the cost. At the moment with such limited
parking fines which I think is about £50 which is
reduced to half that if it is paid within a couple of
weeks, it really does not act as a deterrent. The fine is
just the same as it would cost you to park for a day in
central London at an NCP car park!”

The group is requesting for more parking officers, to
deal with, what locals call ‘Pesky Parkers’. Donna
Shipley posted on the real marsh watch: ‘It appears

that the parking wardens seem to be targeting the
people who park in car parks and just go a few
minutes over their ticketed time! You only have to go to
Dymchurch or St Mary’s Bay to see traffic wardens
putting tickets on cars in the Car Park and yet just a
few feet away, cars are parked across pavements and
over double yellow lines, Its total madness’

One of the things put forward is to introduce much
stiffer penalties, with fines increased up to £200 if you
park on double yellow lines or block footpaths and
block private driveways. Other people have requested
that the council introduce even tougher restrictions,
with clamping or even removal trucks to put offending
cars in compounds and a large release fee to be paid.

Other people have made other suggestions including
Dymchurch Councillor Sandra Leverick, who has
proposed turning part of Dymchurch car park into a
two story parking area, utilising the same type of
‘decking car park’ that is used at large sporting events
and can be semi-permanent and a possible additional
100 spaces, which not only will help with the parking
on the side of the roads but could bring in money too.

Other people have suggested that other options could
include farmers giving up land for seasonal car parking
with sites being mentioned at Dymchurch and also
land at the end of the golf course at St Mary’s Bay.

Camber has a long history of traffic problems in the
summer and a number of land owners have found that
the use of ‘pop up car parks’ are very lucrative with
one land owner charging £20 a day and parking over
300 cars per day through the summer holidays.

Modular Car car could solve the problem,
Says Cllr Leverick

Enbrook Park –
The shortest
Fundraising Walk
you will ever do
Fancy trying something
new for 2022... how
about a Fire Walk in the
grounds at Enbrook
Park, Sandgate?

South Kent Mind are
hosting a fire walk at
Saga's Enbrook Park
site on Saturday 5
March 2022 to help
raise essential funds for
mental health. UK
Firewalk‘s specialist
team will show you how
to safely undertake a
bare foot walk, over
red-hot embers measuring around 800 degrees. No
special effects and no tricks.

To take part in this once in a lifetime experience, South
Kent Mind require a registration fee of £30, and a target
sponsorship of £100 to be raised. This is a chance to
try something new, whilst giving back locally to support
mental health.

• Book online: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/firewalk-
tickets-221252110017

• Receive your confirmation via email

• Follow the instructions in the email to start raising
sponsorship via our Just Giving page.

• Confirm with us that you are raising money for
South Kent Mind to confirm your place.

• If you would like to fundraise by traditional
methods, follow the instructions in the confirmation
email to receive further information.

• Know that you are amazing for undertaking this
challenge to help improve lives.

Funds raised will support the charity South Kent Mind,
which supports people with mental health issues living
in the Dover and Folkestone districts of Kent. If you
choose to raise additional sponsorship for South Kent
Mind you must visit:

www.southkentmind.org.uk/get-fundraising-online

to set up your online sponsor page.
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster

www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688

A LBIONWINDOWCLEANERS S.E

07783002010
Call today for a free

www.albionwindowcleanersse.co.uk

Water fed window cleaning & jet washing services
• Window Cleaning

• Conservatory Cleaning

• Soffits, Facias & Gutter cleaning

• Solar panel cleaning

• Driveways

• Patios & Footpaths

• Cladding

• Static homes & Caravans

• Brickwork & Fencing

NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATION

THE

L U X U R Y  B L I N D
C O M P A N Y

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  C O N S U L T A T I O N  T O D A Y !

All of our products come with a 3 year

guarantee on all parts fitted.

A small family run team that are

big on service, excellence and customer satisfaction.

All of our products come with

free installation.

SHUTTERS

ROLLER BLINDS

VENETIANS

VERTICALS

PERFECT FIT

CONSERVATORY

BLINDS

t h e l u x u r y b l i n d c o m p a n y . c o . u k

01303  3 164 16  o r  0739869 1 145

Southland's Alms Trust (New Romney)

The Southland's Alms Trust is purchasing two 4-
seater benches to be placed on the pavement in
front of the Methodist Church in the High Street.
The benches are due to be delivered on the 24th
February and the official unveiling will be on
Wednesday 2nd March at 1 p.m.
One of the benches is a replacement for the one in
memory of Miss Hobbs who was the Librarian in the
town for many years. The other is in memory of
Elizabeth (Betty) Apps. Betty bequeathed a sum of
money to the Alms Trust and as she was a regular
worshipper at the Methodist Church, the trustees
decided that buying a bench would be the idea way
to use this.
Her twin sister Ann wanted the event to be on 2nd
March as that was their date of birth. She and
members of their family will be there for the
unveiling.

Rotary Club of Romney Marsh
ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF DAY
LITTLESTONE WARREN GOLF CLUB
WEDNESDAY 27TH APRIL 2022

All proceeds to
Dandelion Time
Giving children and families
time to heal from emotional
trauma & abuse, rebuild
confidence and develop
life skills.

Texas Scramble format,
teams of 4 Registration
from 08.30; first tee time
09.30

£40 (£20 for LGC & WGC members)
to include green fees, prizes and a fantastic breakfast roll
with coffee before you start. Plus nearest the pin and
longest drive competitions and a raffle

Contact Mark Singfield 01797 367258
email: marksingfield123@btinternet.com

to register your interest or request an entry form.
Full payment will secure your place in the event, entries
close on 31st March 2022 (unless all spaces filled
beforehand)

Want to help sponsor the event?
Call Stephen Hagues for details on
01797 361246

www,romneymarshrotary.co.uk
www.dandeliontime.org.uk

Rotary Club of Romney Marsh Regʼd Charity No 281361
Dandelion Time Regʼd Charity No 1136613

News In
Brief

I know that many local residents are concerned about the
impact that rising prices are having on their household
budget. In particular we all face the prospect of significant
increases in the costs of heating our home. I along with
many other Members of Parliament have been asking the
government what more we can do to help people to
manage these costs. I was pleased to see that the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak, has responded
with a £9billion package of new measures worth up to £350
per household. This includes a non-repayable £150 cash
rebate for homes in Council Tax bands A-D – which is
equivalent to 80 per cent of all households, helping both
lower and middle-income families. In addition to this there
will be a £200 ‘smoothing’ rebate on energy bills for all
households, to help spread the impact of rising prices this
year over the next five years. Households will receive the
£200 payment this year which will be repaid over the next
five years at £40 per year, starting fromApril 2023. Across
the country, local councils will have access to a total of
£144million in discretionary funding to support households
who need help but may not be eligible for the council tax
rebate. The government has also announced that it will
increase the value of the winter Warm Home Discount and
extend the eligibility for people to claim it by one-third to 3
million vulnerable households. This discount will now be
worth £150 per household. These measures will help
42,354 households across Folkestone, Hythe and Romney
Marsh

I was pleased to receive correspondence from the
Treasury this week confirming that discounted 'red' diesel
can continue to be used in vehicles and machinery for
purposes related to agriculture, forestry, and horticulture.
This will also now include flood risk management works to
protect agricultural land on Romney Marsh. For centuries
the cutting back of reeds to keep the drainage ditches on
the Marsh clear and open has been vital for managing the
drainage of water from the surface into the sea. Having
collaborated closely with the Romney Marsh Area Internal
Drainage Board after they raised the matter with me last
year, and subsequently meeting with other Kent MPs and
Helen Whately MP, the Exchequer to the Treasury, to
advocate for this change in government policy, this is an
important success. In practical terms, this means that the
vital work carried out by the unsung heroes at our local
drainage board can continue without the unnecessary
costs and burden that using conventional fuel would have
had on their mission to keep our communities safe from
flooding.

Now in its eleventh year, the Folkestone Coastal 10-
kilometre race will be taking place on Sunday 29th May,
with a separate children’s race also being organised. With
a relatively flat route that makes use of our constituency’s
beautiful coastal scenery, the run is ideal both for those
who have recently purchased their first pair of running
shoes and for more established runners aiming for a
personal best. Last year, runners raised a magnificent
£62,000 for good causes, many of them directly benefiting
charities in the Folkestone and Hythe area. With limited
places available, make sure you sign up soon at
www.folkestonecoastal10k.co.uk. I wish everyone brave
enough to take part the best of luck!
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‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants

The Looker
caring for
your
community
Do you, or maybe someone you know,
need an extra pair of hands helping
around the home?

Achance conversation has planted a
seed in the minds of the Looker
management team. It came about
when we were discussing with a local
resident the costs associated with
getting care in the community.

Basically, it is well documented that
care workers are some of the lowest
paid people in the country and yet their
work is essential for people who, in a
rural district such as our, would
possibly have to go into care if they did
not get home visits.

So here are our thoughts…. The
Looker is read by people who are
either in the age bracket of the very
people who need help, or by their
children. We are considering setting up
a ‘Looker Care Plan’. Now to get things
straight, we are not talking about
medical care, rather someone who
could visit on a regular basis, assist
with day-to-day chores (e.g., fetching

the shopping, cleaning up the house)
but would also provide much needed
regular contact with the outside world.
A friendly face and someone to talk to.

Having done some research, two of
the biggest care suppliers in our district
are charging people between £38 and
£45 per hour for services and yet the
people actually doing the care work get
paid an absolute bare minimum.

We have looked into the price of
getting from the rural parts of the
Marsh to William Harvey Hospital or
Canterbury by taxi and you do not get
much change out of £70 for a Taxi to
Ashford and back and Canterbury can
cost over £100! In response to this, we
are proposing to set up a network of
local licenced drivers who could take
people to medical appointments, or
even assist in taking someone
shopping or for a day out.

For some people this could help them
keep their independence and is a
considerably cheaper option than
going into private care, which in our
district can cost anything from £1000 -
£1750 a week!

We are currently looking into the
insurance implications and other
regulatory requirements. All carers
would have to be DBS checked and be
supplied through us as an agency.

Are you a care worker looking for a
fresh challenge, or to get back into the
workplace?

If you have experience in care and
home help work, we would love to hear
from you. Roles would be available on
a self-employed basis. We plan to offer
an accountancy package at very
affordable rates if required. The benefit
of being self-employed is having
control over howmany hours a week
you work, and on which days. You can
do as many or as few as you like. We
obviously want to offer a full variety of
services to our clients, but if there are

certain things you would prefer to do,
just let us know and then we can
match you to the right person based on
their needs. Obviously, you would need
your own transport and a clean driving
licence.

We will look at how feasible it is to offer
a professional service at an affordable
price, whilst still covering our costs.
The one thing we truly believe is that
the people doing the caring, deserve to
earn a competitive rate of pay.

The Looker has always been about
offering community interaction, help
and support, and we believe that this
would be another opportunity to do
that.

If you would be interested in a service
like this, please let us know, we would
love to have your feedback…

Equally, if you would be interested in
joining the team contact us…

Email : sarah@thelooker.co.uk

Looker
Community Care
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Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners, 
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694

Members of Romney Marsh Morris, hand over cheque to Matt Crittenden on behalf of the whole station

SouthernWater
dumpssewageat
Sandgateand
Hythe
Wastewater has been dumped in the sea at Hythe and
Sandgate over the past few weeks.

Southern Water has confirmed that wastewater dumps
took place at Folkestone over the weekend of 5th and 6th
of February (just as we went to print).

The dumps at Sandgate and Hythe had happened on the
Sunday afternoon at around 1 p.m.

Two dumps took place (lasting more than three hours
each).

It comes just days after the Southern Water CEO admitted
that the company needs to "urgently reduce" the amount of
waste spills they cause.

CEO Ian McAuley spoke of the importance of reducing the
amount of pollution caused by waste spills.

He said: "Southern Water recognises the
need to urgently reduce the number of
spills from storm overflows and indeed
all sources of pollutions, particularly as
climate change is causing more extreme
weather events.

"We know water companies
cannot deliver on this alone but
we are determined to play a
lead role in achieving this aim.”

Alongside the two dumps in
Kent, there were also four further dumps in Sussex and
two off the coast of the Isle of Wight over the same
weekend.

The waste dumps over the weekend were not the first
from Southern Water in recent months. Southern Water
has previously been blasted for releasing waste water at
dozens of locations in the south east, including many
across the Kent coast.

It is believed that the waste water was as a result of
excessive storm surges and the majority of the water
although untreated was safe.

Luckily due to the strong gusting winds and rain, there
was not thought to be anyone swimming in the sea,
who could have swum into the untreated sewage.
However both spots are popular with all year round sea
swimming.

Souther Water CEO
Ian McAuley
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When I am in my shop selling sweets and model
railway bits and bobs, I get what I think is a very real
overview of what people think about life at the moment.
All subjects are covered and as a nation we are well
versed in small talk. The ability to talk to a complete
stranger about the weather has been something that is
as British as fish and chips as is our tolerance for
standing in a queue.

It also serves as a good introduction, to finding out
what else is going in the world. With Covid being high
on the top ten chart of things people love to have an
opinion on.

Just recently Boris Johnson, seems to be heading the
charts of things that people seem to laugh at.

I think there is a problem, when politicians think they
are above everyone else. They seem to forget we put
them where they are, in effect they actually work for us
and not the other way around!

As soon as politicians lose contact with the people who
gave them the job in the first place, it might as well be
“Game Over”!

As someone who is involved in local politics, I think you
do it because you care about where you live,
sometimes you have to take decisions that not
everyone will like. The issue being that most of the
population do not know the detail behind a decision.

A good example of this is the infamous Otterpool Park.
When I first heard of this I was shocked that acres of
prime farming land was being proposed to build
thousands of new houses and in effect become a new
town.

I reported on the protest march in Hythe and was
surprised to see some of the people protesting were
actually stating that yes we did need new houses.

It was only when I joined the council, that I understood
the rationale behind the development… basically

Government (Cross Party, Labour, Liberal and
Conservative) came up with proposed house building
requirements for the whole country. In our case across
the FHDC area, we have to try and hit 873 new homes
a year, just to hit targets. Which could be reached in
several ways, a couple of thousand in Folkestone a
thousand or two in Hythe, maybe a few thousand on
the Marsh and the rest scattered all around the rest of
the district.

The problem with this, is that you do not get the
infrastructure of shops, doctors, schools and public
transport.

But if you build a new town on one site, you can plan a
modern town with infrastructure built in with shops,
schools and doctors etc.

Some people would argue… Just say NO we are not
going to build, because we do not want any more
homes in our district!

The reality of what would then happen is, we would
lose our planning control… what would this mean?
Well, it would be a disaster, because any builder or
developer could buy land anywhere and build as many
houses as they wished on that land, without any input
on suitability, size design etc. so there would be flats
being erected and cheap large estates where there
were cheap build properties, with the other down side
that there would not be any input into local
infrastructure.

So, I get it is not ideal and some people would say just
say NO and stop this and force the government to re-
evaluate the policy. The down side is we would end up
with probably more houses built without the control.

The main thing as far as I am concerned is to get
people representing us on local councils. And also
going forward a ‘local’ MP, not someone parachuted in
just to get the job done for a political party.

A good starting point is town and parish elections. And I
am pleased to see that Len Phillips is standing as an
Independent Party Candidate at the New Romney By-
Election on Thursday 3rd of March. He is standing on
local issues not what Labour or Conservative central
office want him to stand for!

David.

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 294

Contact:THELOOKER
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Church Approach, 
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We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?
 

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:

Chair of Trustees
sought for the
Romney Marsh
Community Hub
The Romney Marsh Community Hub is seeking to appoint
a Chair of Trustees to support the Romney Marsh charity
in the next phase of its organisational development. The
Hub is also looking to recruit a Company Secretary. Both
positions are voluntary.

The charity, which supports the health and wellbeing for
those aged 50+ across the Marsh, is seeking candidates
with strategic insight and a good understanding of charity
governance, to lead the board and support the Chief
Executive.

JonWilson is the Hub’s CEO:

"The Romney Marsh Community Hub -
formerly the Romney Marsh Day Centre
- announced its name change in 2021.
We gained a high level of support
and goodwill from the community
throughout the pandemic, and as
we move to the next stage of our

development, this is an exciting and rewarding
opportunity for someone with a genuine interest in the
wellbeing of older people to make a contribution. We are
seeking a Chair of Trustees and a Company Secretary
to work closely with our board and exceptional staff and
team of volunteers.”

• Chair of Trustees - Key attributes:

• Management and leadership skills

• Governance including Strategic Planning and
Charity Governance

• Experience in the operational management of a
charity or commercial business

• Recent or current knowledge of UK Employee
law/HRmatters

For more information on either the Chair of Trustees
role or the Company Secretary role, please contact

Kathy Smith on either email:
kathy.smith@rmch.org.uk

phone: 07730 769377
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Business Funding
that reallyworks
From dishes to design and washing to wheels, businesses
across the district are flourishing thanks to the support of
Folkestone CommunityWorks (FCW).

The programme, run by Folkestone &Hythe District Council,
invests EU funding into the district and among the recipients
are many small- andmedium-sized enterprises (SME).
These include The Little Greek Bus (catering), SamMillen
(visual artist and designer), Lantern Laundrette andAutospot
MG Ltd.

SMEs in the FCWarea with less than 250 employees and a
turnover of under €50m can apply for grants between £1,000
and £7,500 (this must bematch-funded).

The programmemanagement team is looking for innovative
projects that will support further economic development in the
area. Members of the team are on hand to help applicants
throughout the whole application process, including one-to-
one support.

Funding recommendations aremade by the LocalAction
Group, which comprises businesses and community leaders.
Successful projects have to be completed by 31March 2023.

Cllr DavidWimble, Cabinet Member for the District Economy,
said: “It is exciting to see that somany of the ventures who

have already received funding through Folkestone
CommunityWorks are thriving – albeit with a lot of hard
work on their part.

“We are keen to ensure that manymore are able to follow
in their footsteps and encourage anyone who runs a small-
to medium-sized business to apply.”

More details about the FCWproject be found here:
https://folkestone.works/folkestone-community-works/

Anyone with a project to discuss, should email:
folkestonecommunityworks@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk

FCW covers the East, Central and Harbour wards of
Folkestone.

Hannah O’Toole is pictured outside her FCW-funded
business, The Little Greek Bus.

Hythe
Actress
named as
youth
influencer
Strictly Come Dancing winner and
EastEnders actress Rose Ayling-Ellis
has been named third most influential
person on television in a survey
jointly held by Radio Times and Teen
Vogue magazine.

Rose who was a pupil at the John
Wallis Academy achieved the title
after she made history by becoming
the first deaf person to win the
competition's glitterball. At the time
she was declared an inspiration, just
when the country needed an uplift,
following on from the Covid
Pandemic.

She first hit national prominence
when she won the role playing
Frankie Lewis, the daughter of Danny
Dyer's character Mick Carter, in
EastEnders.

The Radio Times' TV 100 2021 list
recognises the top 100 people who
made an impact in television last
year. The survey pulled together by
leading figures from across the
industry, including Charlotte Moore,
the BBC’s director of content who
says Rose was picked for the third
spot because she 'defied stereotypes'
and proved that hearing impairments
are not a barrier to success.

She added: "Rose catapulted on to
TV screens in 2020 as Frankie in
EastEnders and left Mick Carter
stunned when she dropped the
bombshell that she was his daughter.

"The first deaf actress to use sign
language in the soap, she then went
on to capture the public’s imagination
by winning Strictly Come Dancing in
2021 and becoming the show’s first
ever deaf contestant.”

Russell T Davies, whose drama 'It’s A
Sin' focused on the lives lost to Aids
in the 80s, took the top spot with the
show's leading actor, Olly Alexander,
coming second.

When it was announced Rose would
be appearing on the show, teachers
from the John Wallis Academy who
remembered the 27-year-old for her
'charm and determination' shared
stories of her in assemblies.

Since her win, pupils have been
asking teachers for sign language
classes while others are using her
success to fuel their passions for
dance.



It’s all about
setting standards
As an avid football fan and animal lover I have been
following the Kurt Zouma case with some interest. I have
watched the video and it is indeed a shocking and
unsettling viewing as a grown man kicks, punches and
slaps a pet while his brother films it for social media. I'm
not going to go into further details other than to say their
actions are outrageous. So, what next?

Firstly, everyone has an opinion and many have voiced
that opinion either via television, radio or social media.
Zouma has already expressed his regrets and his cats
have been taken by the RSPCA. There have been
petitions, signed by the public, demanding the immediate
sacking of Zouma from West Ham. In his defence team
mate Michail Antonio defended Zouma saying that while
he was guilty of his crime were his actions any worse
than players convicted of racism. A dangerous defence in
my opinion because it gives the racists a chance to
counter with the fact their crimes are verbal whereas
Zouma's is physical. Birmingham City striker Troy
Deeney, writing in his Sun column, even asked if the
demand for justice was influenced by the fact that Zouma
is a black player. I would add that Deeney did express
his disgust at Zouma's actions. So as you can see
Zouma's actions have had a major impact on not only
himself but also his club as they have been drawn into
the row.

West Ham have fined him £250,000 which is going to be
donated to an animal charity, pending the RSPCA's
investigations. The club have also said that Zouma will
be sent on an animal welfare education course which I
find particularly puzzling in that he is a grown man and
must surely know right from wrong regarding the welfare
of animals. The incident has already cost West Ham as
they have sponsors have withdrawn their sponsorship,
Adidas were quick to drop Zouma from his personal deal.
The club have also been met with a barrage of bad
publicity and criticism. After playing in the Watford game
Zouma withdrew injured from the Hammers next game
against Leicester just before kick-off.

So, what next for Zouma and West Ham. Well as a
Millwall supporter and someone who has grown up with a
healthy dislike for the boys across the river I strongly
believe that Zouma deserves a punishment befitting of
his crime but I also understand West Ham's approach to
one of their prized assets. I feel David Moyes was wrong
to play Zouma in the next game and that is based on the
public outrage not my own personal opinion but I fully
understand why he did. They were quick to condemn his
actions and quick to punish but were, never going to
sack him. Which brings me to my next point.

Surely the laws of the country should dictate the
punishment. There have been hundreds of cases of
animal cruelty most far, far worse than Zouma's but with
far more lenient punishments. If the man on the street
was fined £250,000 for animal cruelty, I have a feeling
that there would be fewer cases and despite his
despicable acts surely, Zouma should be treated like
anyone else. High profile cases will always attract more

publicity but a crime is a crime no matter who the person
is. My biggest concern is the number of impressionable
young football fans who hang on their idols every word or
action. Let's face it when your team loses 'kicking the cat'
was a much used reaction to defeat. Thank god West
Ham have the likes of the highly likeable Declan Rice
who is a far more positive role model. So Zouma should
be punished like any other person found guilty of animal
cruelty and rightly so irrespective of his so-called
celebrity status.

This one will roll on until the investigation is completed
and I trust it will not be a whitewash like the governments
recent 'party gate' scandal. Once again if you are guilty of
a crime, you must be accountable and not seen to be
above the law whoever you are. I have always been
critical of the law system in the USAwhich seems to
indicate the richer and more powerful you are the greater
the chance of being acquitted, OJ Simpson anyone.

I'll reiterate that I hope Zouma faces a suitable
punishment for his crime but I also hope that it highlights
the issue of animal cruelty and brings about tougher
sentences for those found guilty. I also hope that it
clarifies the point that no one is above the law whoever
you are.
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Solar Scheme
launched for
locals
Residents looking to save on energy bills and reduce
their carbon emissions are being invited to take part in
an innovative new scheme.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council has teamed up with
Kent County Council for Solar Together Kent, a group-
buying initiative for solar panels and battery storage.

It is being rolled out county-wide following its success
across the country in the past few years. This has seen
3,700 installations of the high-quality solar photovoltaic
(PV) panels and an impressive 61,000 tonnes of
avoided lifetime carbon emissions. It is free to register
with Solar Together Kent and there is no obligation to
proceed to installation. Working with iChoose,
independent experts in group buying, homeowners will
be helped through the process and kept informed at
every stage.

Anyone interested in the scheme should register before
15 March, providing details about their roof. The more
people that register, the better the deal should be for
each household.

On 15 March, Solar Together Kent’s approved installers
will bid for the work in a reverse ‘auction’. The most
competitive offer from these pre-vetted installers will win

the auction.

From 4April, applicants will be emailed a personal
recommendation for their home, based on their
registration details. This includes costs and
specifications of their system.

They can then decide whether to accept the
recommendation. There is no obligation to continue and
applicants have until 13 May to decide. Telephone and
email support will be available throughout the process,
which, together with information sessions, will allow
households to make an informed decision.

If an applicant decides to go ahead, the winning installer
will carry out a roof survey and set an installation date.
All installations are planned to be completed by the end
of October 2022.

Anyone who already has solar panels installed can
register to have battery storage added.

Cllr Lesley Whybrow, Cabinet Member for the
Environment, said: “Reducing carbon emissions is a
priority for Folkestone & Hythe District Council: as well
as being committed to reduce our own carbon emission
to net zero by 2030, we want to help the local
community do the same. Solar Together Kent will go
some way in trying to achieve this and makes the switch
to clean energy as cost effective and hassle-free as
possible. I hope that many homeowners will take part in
this community-led initiative.”

For detailed information about likely costs and the
amount of energy that is expected to be generated and
to register, go to
www.hsolartogether.co.uk/folkestone-and-hythe/home

Site work ramps
up at Parade
Further clearance work will begin at Princes Parade
this week.

The latest phase – mainly grass cutting and the
removal of large shrubs – has been deliberately
scheduled outside the key ecology calendar to help
protect birds and other wildlife.

It will take up to four weeks to complete the work,
which will be overseen by suitably qualified
ecologists.

Woody shrubs will be chipped and removed from
the site. Grass root structures will remain until later
in the year.

The Princes Parade scheme is transforming a
former municipal waste tip into an accessible area
that can be enjoyed by all. Facilities include an
enhanced leisure centre, a large public park and a
vehicle-free promenade.

Replacement trees and enhanced landscaping will
be introduced onto the site once construction work
has been completed in early 2024.

Following a discussion by councillors, the General
Fund Medium Term Capital Programme was
approved on Thursday (10 February). This means
the funding required to proceed with the project is
available.

Visit folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/princesparade for more
information about this exciting and innovative
scheme.

No laughing
matter for

disgraced player



If you would like a listing in ‘Dates for your
Diary’, they are FREE.

Please contact John Wimble (preferably at
least 2 weeks before the event date with a
short description address and times of the

event).

Contact: john@thelooker.co.uk

If you would like to have a boxed advert for
community events a small fee is charged

(dependent on size).

Contact: david@thelooker.co.uk

The Looker is pleased to welcome Paul Trodd to our
collection of local contributors

Paul is a tour guide and writer based in Romney Marsh who
has an intimate knowledge of the regions wildlife, particularly
birds. He has been a regular contributor of wildlife and
countryside articles for magazines, journals and newspapers
for over 40 years and is an author of several books on birds.
For further information please refer to:
www.ploversblog.blogspot.com

Paul is keen for Nature Notes to be relevant to anyone
interested in the constantly changing rhythms of the natural
world across Dungeness and the Romney Marsh.

Tundra Swans
Here on the wide open tracts of Romney Marsh we are
privileged to still play host to a small, but declining wintering
population of Bewick`s Swans, a species that takes its name
from the celebrated artist and natural historian Thomas
Bewick. Unlike the more familiar and semi-tame Mute Swan,
the migratory Bewick`s Swan is a truly wild bird arriving here
from the polar regions in November and remaining
throughout the winter months.

It is the smallest of the swan tribe and rather goose-like in
appearance with a short neck and small rounded head. The
adults sport a pure white plumage topped off with a black
and yellow bill; it is quite simply a stunning looking bird with
an evocative bugling flight call that reeks of wild places.
Closer inspection through a telescope reveals slight
variations to the yellow bill pattern, an identification feature
that enables individual recognition and cements the life-long
pair bond between adult birds who can live for up to 30
years. The late Sir Peter Scott was the first person to
appreciate how important this unique and subtle bill pattern
was when painting Bewick`s Swans at his Slimbridge
wildfowl refuge in Gloucestershire.

Sadly, as the years progress fewer and fewer Bewick`s
Swans return to winter on the Romney Marsh; twenty years
or so ago a herd of around 250 wild swans would have been
the norm, while today that number barely reaches 50. Similar
levels of decline have been recorded elsewhere across the
country at their few remaining wetland haunts, typically in
parts of southern England, East Anglia and along the Severn
estuary, as well as parts of Ireland; around a third of the

European population winters in the British Isles which today
according to the latest census is a meagre 1,200 birds.

The Tundra Swan, as its alternative name suggests, breeds
on the wind-swept tundra lands of northern Russia and
Siberia, a vast area of seasonal swamps, bogs, tarns and
meres which are subject to dramatic ongoing climate
change. As adults do not breed until their fourth or fifth year
reproduction is slow, and some years they fail to fledge
young altogether due to predation or a change in the
weather that can deliver devastating snow storms. Once the
short summer nesting window closes the swans migrate
south-west for the winter and it is then that they encounter
problems. Many traditional wetland habitats the birds use to
refuel en-route are now unsuitable, having been extensively
drained for agriculture, while some come to grief amongst
the increasing number of wind turbines and overhead power
lines scattered along the Baltic Sea coastline. Although
Bewick`s Swans are protected throughout Europe by EU
legislation they continue to suffer from irresponsible hunting,
as well as ingesting lead from spent shotgun cartridges used
on other wildfowl.

The favoured area to see these birds locally is on arable
farmland across Walland Marsh between Lydd and
Brookland, typically on damper fields containing oil-seed
rape or recently harvested root crops such as potatoes, but
also on winter wheat. Currently there are two small parties
present that are often in mixed company with the more
numerous Mutes and a handful of the larger Whooper
Swans, so careful scrutiny is required to clinch their identity.
At dusk they move to the safety of water to roost on lakes at
Scotney or on the Dungeness RSPB reserve.

However, to stand a chance of seeing them don`t delay for
too long as by March the Tundra Swans will depart again for
the long and hazardous trek to the northern lands of their
birth, hopefully avoiding the many human obstacles along
the way and also to grace us with their presence once again
next winter.

By Paul Trodd

WILDLIFE
Matters
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R.M.W. Scaffolding
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Hearts and Mind
They are a charitable lot at Teach Me. On
Valentines’ Day volunteers from the various Teach
Me arts and craft workshops descended on New
Romney to distribute beautiful mosaic hearts.
Hundreds of the hearts were left at strategic points
in the town and the distributors also handed out
hearts to passers by.

The exercise left the people of New Romney
smiling as they admired the pretty, decorative
mosaics.

Teach Me co founder Yolanda
Houston said “we wanted to
spread a little bit of love to those
past and present, we hope if you
found a heart that it now has a
good home”. One lady contacted
Teach Me to request a heart for
her mum who had passed away,
others gave them to loved ones.

Meanwhile, back in the studio, a
group of people from the mental
health charity MIND were busy
making hairy head pots. The pots,
decorated using paint and other
materials, looked like heads with

faces on them. Grass
seeds are then planted in
the pots and when it
grows the “heads” gain
hair!

Sessions are held
regularly for the group
and the teaching is
provided free of charge
by Teach Me’s tutors. All
manner of arts and crafts
are taught. The arts and
crafts materials are provided free of change
thanks to a grant organised by Councillor David
Wimble, without whose support the MIND
workshops would be unable to take place.

Sharon Bates – Well Being Support Coordinator
for MIND explained “These sessions have enabled
people to socialise with other people they can
identify with and has been such a fantastic tool for
boosting self-esteem and Confidence”. MIND is
currently working closely with the Children’s
Centre in New Romney to reach out to young
parents who may be struggling with their mental
health.

If you or someone you know is experiencing
mental health issues, please contact South Kent
Mind by e mail contact@southkentmind.org.uk or
call 01303 250090.

Beavers
put the
‘OUT’ back
into
ScOUTing!
Beavers from 1st New Romney and
1st St Mary’s Bay Colonies, had
fun, fun, fun at a Wild Winter Walk
in Brockhill Park recently.
Organised by Kent County Beaver
Leaders, they joined in and signed
up wholeheartedly to the activities
on offer. The aim was to have fun,
spread the message about
conservation and the importance of
looking after the natural
environment.

We found out what the job of a
Ranger is – to look after animals,
the environment and people making
sure we all keep safe and look out
for each other – working as a Team,
just like the Beavers!
We learnt about hedgehogs – did
you know the average hedgehog
has between 5 and 7K spines?
Hibernation is a fascinating topic –
sleeping all through the winter snug
and warm but missing possible
snow and all the excitement of
Christmas – not for our Beavers!!

Beavers made their own hedgehog
souvenirs from clay and decorated
them with natural items scavenged
from the Park, learning how to use
a bow saw to cut the bases, all
great fun.

Next on the Funlist, den building,
using tarpaulins, paracord and
scavenged woodland items
followed by the water test – were
the shelters waterproof? That’s
always a hit trying to avoid or trying
to actually get wet!!
Then, the all-important toasted
Marshmallows around the
Campfire, always a favourite – fire
and food!

Finally a new challenge for us all,
Geo caching – the Beavers were
probably better at this than the
Leaders, they were more adept at

using the hand held devices and
spotting clues!! It was great fun,
they loved hiding in the spooky
Hollow Oak Tree in the middle of
the park.

All too soon it was back to base to
collect the hedgehogs and the
Winter Walk Badges. The smiles
on the faces of all the Beavers and
the Leaders said it all!!!
Verdict – We had a brilliant time, it
went so quickly, I love the
hedgehogs, the marshmallows
were scrummy. . . . . praise all the
way for Kent County Beaver
Leaders Debby, Jean, Melvyn and
the Ranger Team at Brockhill Park.

We had a great adventure, thank
you

1st St Mary’s Bay & 1st New
Romney Beaver Colonies &

Leaders
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chemicals ate through them and caused severe burns.
Major Gowen is a senile, amiable old soldier and one
of the few guests whom Basil seems to like, as he has
the establishment status that Basil craves. Miss Tibbs
and Miss Gatsby are the other two permanent
residents. Inseparable, sweet-natured, dotty spinsters,
they appear to have taken a fancy to Basil. In
response, Basil vacillates between superficial
charm and blunt rudeness.

Which is your personal favourite? Mine is Waldorf
Salad, which features Cleese at his manic best. Just to
remind you, the six episodes in each series were.
Series 1 (1975): ATouch of Class, The Builders, The
Wedding Party, The Hotel Inspectors, Gourmet Night
and The Germans. Series 2 (1979): Communication
Problems, The Psychiatrist, Waldorf Salad, The Kipper
and the Corpse, The Anniversary and Basil the Rat.
They contain so many unforgettable lines. Here is a
sample:

Basil: Where's Sybil? Manuel: ¿Que? Basil: Where's
Sybil?

Manuel: Where's... the bill? Basil: No, not a bill! I own
the place!
Basil: Next contestant, Mrs. Sybil Fawlty from Torquay.
Specialist subject – the bleeding obvious.

Basil: Manuel will show you to your rooms - if you're
lucky.
Basil: Don't be alarmed, it's only my wife laughing.
Manuel: I know nothing.

American guest: Is there anywhere they do French
food? Basil: Yes, France, I believe. They seem to like it
there. And the swim would certainly sharpen your
appetite. You’d better hurry, the tide leaves in six
minutes.

Mrs Richards: When I pay for a view, I expect
something more interesting than that. Basil: Well
may I ask what you expected to see out of a
Torquay hotel bedroom window? Sydney Opera
House perhaps? The Hanging Gardens of
Babylon? Herds of wildebeest sweeping
majestically.

Basil: Listen, don’t mention the war! I mentioned it
once, but I think I got away with it all right.

Basil: So, that’s two-egg mayonnaise, a prawn
Goebbels, a Hermann Goering, and four Colditz
salads.

Mr Johnston: I’m not satisfied.’ Basil: ‘Well, people
like you never are, are you?

Basil (addressing a stationery car): Start, you vicious
bastard. Oh, my God. I’m warning you if you don’t
start… I’ll count to three. 1, 2, 3. Right, that does it. I’m
going to give you a damn good thrashing!

Basil to guest: This is typical. Absolutely typical.
You ponce in here expecting to be waited on hand
and foot, while I’m trying to run a hotel here. Have
you any idea of how much there is to do? Do you
ever think of that? Of course not, you’re all too
busy sticking your noses into every corner,
poking around for things to complain about, aren’t
you! Well let me tell you something – this is

exactly how Nazi Germany started. A lot of
layabouts with nothing better to do than to cause
trouble. Well, I’ve had fifteen years of pandering to
the likes of you, and I’ve had enough. I’ve had it.
Come on, pack your bags and get out!!

A running gag is the rearranged letters of the "Fawlty
Towers" hotel sign shown at the beginning of every
episode except "The Germans". In turn, it became
FAWLTY TOWERs, FAWlTY TOWER, FAWTY
TOwER. FAWTy TO ER, WARTY TOWELS, FAWlTY
TOWER, FLAY OTTERS, WATERY FOWLS, FATTY
OWLS, FLOWERY TWATS and, finally, FARTY
TOWELS.

‘The Germans’ is of course the most famous episode.
The original included scenes in which Major Gowen
uses racist language when joking about the West
Indies cricket team, Fawlty apparently shocked at
being treated in hospital by a black doctor and his
imitation of Nazi officers by goose-stepping around the
hotel. In 2020 BritBox, the BBC-owned catch-up
streaming service removed the episode as it “contains
racial slurs”. It can be found on Netflix, albeit carrying
a warning about "language, [and] discrimination".
When, in 2021, the BBC broadcast every episode, it
reversed an earlier decision to remove ‘The Germans’
for its “offensive content and language”. It was
broadcast with a warning message and some of the
slurs, such as ‘Don’t mention the War’ and the Major’s
offensive language were edited out. Cleese wrote on
Twitter that: "the BBC is now run by a mixture of
marketing people and petty bureaucrats. Decisions
are made by persons whose main concern is not
losing their jobs... that's why they're so cowardly and
gutless and contemptible’’. In the end, Fawlty Towers
is a national treasure. The central question is
why Basil Fawlty, the world's least hospitable man
would go into hospitality in the first place. It remains
tantalisingly unanswered across 12 kipper-serving,
Siberian hamster-hunting, German-baiting episodes!

If this program doesn't define comic genius, I don't
know what does. Never have I witnessed a show that
has continually been fresh, hysterical (I cannot use
that word enough), real, and outlandish all at the same
time. If this program doesn't define comic genius, I
don't know what does. Never have I witnessed a show
that has continually
been fresh, hysterical
(I cannot use that
word enough), real,
and outlandish all at
the same time. If this
program doesn't define
comic genius, I don't
know what does. Never
have I witnessed a
show that has
continually been
fresh, hysterical
(I cannot use that
word enough),
real, and
outlandish all at
the same time.
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

AND ANOTHER
THING ….. by Russell Tillson
Do you remember in 2016 when John Cleese reprised
his role as Basil Fawlty in several TV adverts for
Specsavers? And in 2021 when the BBC aired again
the iconic sitcom, Fawlty Towers, first broadcast in two
series of six episodes in 1975 and 1979. The show was
ranked first on a list of the 100 Greatest British
Television Programmes drawn up by the British Film
Institute in 2000 and, in 2019, it was named the greatest
ever British TV sitcom by a panel of comedy experts. It
is the series by which all other sitcoms are judged and
remains to this day a jewel in the comedy crown.

Fawlty Towers is a fictional hotel in Torquay (though no
episode was filmed there). It withstands multiple
viewings, is eminently quotable ('don't mention the war')
and is still the jewel in the BBC's comedy crown.. The
plots centre on the exploits and misadventures of the
absurd, rude, short-tempered and paranoid owner Basil
Fawlty (John Cleese), his acerbic and bossy
wife Sybil (Prunella Scales), the chambermaid and
single voice of reason Polly (Connie Booth) and the
hapless and linguistically challenged Spanish
waiter Manuel (Andrew Sachs). Between them they try
to run the hotel amidst farcical situations and an array of
demanding or eccentric guests. Much of the humour
comes from Basil's aggressive manner, engaging in
angry but witty arguments with guests, staff and Sybil,
while the plots involve coincidences,
misunderstandings, cross-purposes, and accidental
encounters. Events test to breaking point what little
patience Basil has, sometimes causing him to have a
near breakdown by the end of the episode, which
typically revolves around his efforts to "raise the tone" of
his hotel and his increasing frustration at numerous
complications and mistakes, both his own and those of
others, which prevent him from doing so. In 2008
Cleese revealed that, amazingly, the first script he and
Booth wrote was rejected by the BBC!

Fawlty Towers was born not of the wild and inventive
imaginations of its writers, Cleese and Booth, but of a
real experience at a real hotel with a real man. It
originated in 1970 after Cleese and the Monty
Python team stayed at the now
demolished Gleneagles Hotel in Torbay while
filming in Paignton. Cleese described the
owner, Donald Sinclair, who would reportedly
berate his guests at any opportunity, as "the
most marvellously rude man I've come across in
my life". The hotel guests
are comic foils to Basil's
anger and outbursts. Each
character displays different
characteristics (working
class, promiscuous, foreign)
that he cannot stand. Requests,
both reasonable and
impossible, test his temper.
The show also uses
mild black humour, notably
when Basil is forced to hide
a dead body and in his
comments to Mrs Richards,
("May I suggest that you
consider moving to a hotel

closer to the sea? Or preferably in it."). Basil's physical
outbursts are primarily directed at Manuel, an emotional
but largely innocent Spaniard whose confused English
vocabulary causes him to make elementary mistakes.
At times, Basil beats him with a frying pan and smacks
his forehead with a spoon. Sybil and Polly, on the other
hand, are more patient and understanding toward
Manuel; the usual excuse for his behaviour to guests is,
"He's from Barcelona".

Cleese described Basil as thinking that "he could run a
first-rate hotel if he didn't have all the guests getting in
the way". Basil invariably succeeds in annoying, or at
least bemusing, the hotel guests and frequently gets his
comeuppance. He longs for a touch of class,
sometimes playing recordings of classical music. He
expresses disdain for the "riff-raff", "cretins" and
"yobbos" that he believes regularly populate his hotel.
He is a snob desperate to belong to a higher social
class and sees a successful hotel as a way of achieving
this, yet his job forces him to be polite to people he
despises. The only person towards whom Basil
consistently exhibits good manners is the senile Major
Gowen, a permanent resident. He makes hopeless
and painful faux pas in trying to curry favour with those
he perceives as having superior social status. Basil
often wears regimental ties, perhaps spuriously, one of
them in the colours of the Army Catering Corps. He
usually turns to Manuel or Polly to help him with his
schemes, while trying to keep Sybil from discovering
them, though much of the time, Basil is an unfortunate
victim of circumstance.

Sybil Fawlty is a more effective hotel manager (not
difficult!), making sure Basil gets certain jobs done or
stays out of the way when she is handling difficult
guests. Usually, when Basil is on the verge of meltdown
due to a crisis (usually of his own making), it is Sybil
who steps in to clear up the mess. Basil refers to her by
a repertoire of epithets, occasionally to her face,
including "that golfing puff-adder", "the dragon", "toxic
midget", "the sabre-toothed tart", "my little piranha fish",
"my little nest of vipers" and "you rancorous, coiffured
old sow". ("Did you ever see that film, How to Murder
Your Wife? ... Awfully good. I saw it six times."). Despite
this, he feels intimidated, usually brought to heel with a
short, sharp cry of "Basil!" Polly is a waitress and
general assistant with artistic aspirations. She is the
voice of sanity during chaotic moments but is frequently
embroiled in ridiculous masquerades as she loyally
attempts to aid Basil in trying to cover a mistake or
keep something from Sybil. Manuel is a well-meaning
but disorganised and confused Spaniard with a poor
grasp of English language and customs. When told
what to do, he often responds, "¿Qué?" ("What?").

Every episode involves Basil
becoming enraged at Manuel's
confusion at his boss's bizarre
demands and Manuel on the
receiving end of Fawlty's quick

temper and verbal and physical
abuse. Andrew Sachs was
seriously injured twice.
Cleese describes using a

real metal pan to knock
Manuel unconscious in
"The Wedding Party",
while his clothes were
treated to give off smoke
after escaping the burning
kitchen in "The Germans",
but the corrosive
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor Memory Lane

The ‘Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway’.

The top picture shows the station building at Littlestone in the late 1920s.

The bottom photo was taken in 1959 by driver George Barlow on ‘Green Goddess’ entering Dungeness station.
(Note, no Power Station yet).

Today's trip is less a saunter down
memory lane and more a tribute to a
man who saved us from the soul-
destroying, page-turning hell of
Ceefax. A man who changed the way
we watched the footie results live and
who made our Football-free Saturday's
fun again. Today we pay homage to
the legend, no, footballing deity that is
Sir Jeff of Stelling.

To the uninitiated Jeff Stelling is a
presenter of the Soccer Saturday
programme on Sky Sports. A presenter
who holds court while a group of ex-
footballing legends watch and
commentate on live matches. Rather
than a slick host Jeff presents as a
comedy club host who has hĳacked
Sky sports showpiece or a competition
winner of a host a sports programme
for the day. While the studio pundits
provide their expert analysis on their
games Jeff is cracking funnies or
ripping his illustrious pundits apart.
Every now and then the action
switches to a live game where a half-
frozen heavily wrapped up pundit
provides news of a goal or a match
update. If you're lucky that pundit will
be Chris Kamara who provides a
perfect foil to Stelling in the studio. If
you've never ever seen the iconic 'I
don't know Jeff' clip on you tube when
'Kammy' somehow manages to
miss a sending off at Portsmouth
then you are truly missing a
comedy gem.

Jeff recollects the story: “The
producers are laughing but can
see I’m puzzled because all I’ve
got is the production team
saying someone’s been
sent off. Jeff cuts to a
confused looking to
Kammy and asks
"Who has been sent
off" Kammy replies
with the now
legendary and oft
repeated "I don't
know Jeff"‘ Jeff asks
Kammy to 'count
the players on your
fingers' adding 'I’m
there and you’re
not’ Kammy is still
looking confused

and turning from the camera to the
pitch and back again. Jeff then sees
the confirmation on the vidiprinter that
Anthony Vanden Borre of Portsmouth
has been sent off and goes back to
Kammy. ‘Kammy, my sources tell me
that Anthony Vanden Borre has been
sent off’ to which Kammy comes back
with the famous line ‘oh yeah, I saw
him go off but I thought he’d been
subbed’. At this point the entire
production team is doubled over with
laughter as are the studio. Nobody
could believe it.

Soccer Saturday is the closest you can
get to watching the footie results at the
pub with your mates (albeit mates
dressed in suits) Don't expect cool and
calm as the studio pundits frequently
let out loud shouts of 'goal' or 'oohs'
and 'ahs' as a chance goes begging.
Their honesty is also refreshing as
they genuinely tell it as it is albeit
without the profanities found on the
terraces. During the recent bore-draw
between Millwall and Preston a cheer
from ex-Arsenal legend Paul Merson
didn't greet a goal but the half-time
whistle.

"Is it a goal Mers"
"No Jeff it's half-time thank god"

The exchanges between Stelling
and Merse were legendary as
Merse struggled with his
pronunciations of difficult
players names. Jeff not wishing
to let Merse off the hook would
insist on the correct
pronunciation before continuing.

Watching Merse struggle
with a variety of names
was both hilarious and
painful. But even Jeff
could only sit back
and watch in awe as
a near hysterical
Merse commentated
on Sergio Aguero's
title winning goal
against QPR.
Merse, struggling to
find the superlatives
blurted out
‘everyone’s piling on
top of each other,
they’ve got love

bites and everything!'” This was after
he had announced Joey Barton's red
card in the same game as 'Like a
scene out of Platoon'

The team were constantly winding
each other up including the usually
deadpan Charlie Nicholas. Playing in
the Scottish league were a couple of
Scottish players by the name of
Jacob's and Stelling always
announced each goal with 'a cracker
from Jacobs' that was until the day
Jacobs scored and Jeff turned to
Nicholas and said "Jacobs has scored,
guess what type of goal it was Charlie"
Charlie took the bait and shouted back
"a cracker" to which Jeff replied with a
cheeky grin "No a penalty"

Stelling is and remains a huge
Hartlepool United fan, who at one time
had a player called James Brown.
When he scored for Hartlepool
complete mayhem rained down on the
studio as the team implored Jeff to 'get
him out' This was the cue for Jeff to
produce from under the desk a large
James Brown (the legendary Soul
singer and not Hartlepool player)
booblehead, which at the flick of a
switch sang 'I feel good' The sight of
Matthew Le Tissier, Paul Merson, Phil
Thompson and Charlie Nicholas
hollering and shouting arms raised as
Jeff set his James Brown off is part of
the reason why Soccer Saturday is so
compelling.

Soccer Saturday will never be the
same without Stelling but the
memories will long remain as will the
many You Tube clips. For now I'll leave
you with a few classic Stelling quotes.

"There's only one Enoch Showunmi,
thank god for that"
"Gareth Jellyman of Mansfield Town
has been sent off. Let's hope he
doesn't throw a wobbly"
"Mido has just been sent off and I can
confirm he walks like an Egyptian"
"Plymouth Argyle have not lost 5 home
games in a row since December 1963,
Oh what a night!"

Jeff Stelling may retire but his legend
won't.
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MarshMemories
Compiled By John Wimble
Email: john@thelooker.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT LAND WANTED NOW

Livingstone Homes Proud to sponsor Marsh Memories

Leo@livingstonehomes.co.uk or call :07711 284959
We are actively looking for land for residential development all over the South East of Kent. We

have a great track record of successful planning applications that maximise land values

More Memories of the 1920s & 30s
“My father Richard Blacklocks was tenant of a
smallholding of eleven acres at Hammonds Corner,
between Lydd and New Romney. The house was built of
Kentish weatherboarding and had no bathroom and the
toilet was outside. Neither was there any electricity, gas,
water or main drainage and water was supplied from a
pump. The water was used for drinking only and for
washing and laundry, soft water was collected in rain
butts. Cooking and lighting was by means of paraffin
stoves and lamps. He worked the holding single handed,
helped by my mother and by my sister and myself at
weekends and in school holidays. For certain jobs casual
labour was engaged or nearby farmers would give a hand.
“The two main crops grown were wheat and broad beans,
but in addition potatoes and mangold wurzels were grown
and also in later years, oats, peas, runner beans, carrots
and sugar beet. A few chickens and ducks were kept in
the back yard. The farming year began in late summer
when the land was ploughed by horse drawn plough and
this was one of the occasions when outside help was
employed. Every few years the large field would be
ploughed deeper by steam plough and after ploughing, a
seed bed was prepared by harrowing.
“The wheat was drilled up to ten rows at a time and the
ground was then rolled and the Wurzel was drilled two
rows at a time. When carrots were sown, a small amount
of lettuce seed was mixed in with it as carrot seed was
relatively slow to germinate. Broad beans were sown by
hand and were planted with a dibber, a bent stick with an
iron spout. Potatoes were also planted by hand.
“Much of the year between seed time and harvest was
spent combating weeds as this was before the general
use of weed killers. The main weeds were thistle, couch
grass, dock and bindweed. Amongst animal pests,
rooks were probably the most troublesome and sparrows
also attacked the seed and the corn in the ear while it was
still growing. Bangers were used to scare the birds. The
other major enemy was the weather. Cold winds in March
turned soil to dust and then heavy rain made mud of the
fields and prevented any work being done. Times were
very hard in the late 1920s and early 1930s.
“The market could also cause heartaches. One year the
conditions were ideal and the potato crop was
stupendous, high yield and very large potatoes, but so
were everyone's which led the government to decree that
no potatoes weighing more than 1lb could be sold for
human consumption. So a lot of the crop had to be sold
for pig and other animal feed. The potato harvest was in
two parts, earlies and main crop, the former being lifted as
required by the market. Many of ours went to Stricklands

of Hastings and they were sorted and sized as they were
picked up using two trugs. Having filled the trug, it was
emptied into bushel baskets and thence into sacks, 2
bushels weighing 1 cwt. Later in the season the main
crop was picked up regardless of size and tipped directly
into sacks. Mangold wurzels were lifted in the autumn,
clamped and sold for cattle and sheep feed later when
required, often during lambing.
“To relax, my father's evenings were spent in the garden
where he grew market garden produce which he sold to
local shops or sent to Ashford market. Selling eggs was
one of the sidelines of the farm and even this could not be
relied upon to be profitable. Selling to the local grocers
resulted in sometimes only two pence a dozen (a tenth of
the normal price). Ducks too were kept for a while, but
they tended to swim round the Marsh ditches and lay their
eggs away from home. Turk's of Lydd took produce to
Ashford every Tuesday and Friday and many a time as a
child I was grateful to them for a lift as I walked the two
lonely miles home from school.
“A little extra money was earned by spudding thistles in
neighbouring fields. Thistles were not left to grow tall but
were chopped off individually when young at ground level,
using a thistle spud, a small blade about two inches wide
on a long handle. My father also sometimes did some
'lookering' (shepherding) for Mr. Balcomb, in return for our
horse being allowed to graze in his field. At times we
gathered mushrooms from the fields and sent them to
market, and we also searched the fences for sheep's wool
to be sold to the rag and bone man.
“With the harvest over, the year began again, ploughing,
cultivating, and so on. It was a hard life, particularly in the
slump years of the 20s and 30s, often very stressful, very
frustrating and heart breaking. But, year by year, the
compensations far, far outweighed the disappointments.”
. . . Joan Basden (Blacklocks).

What a Talented and
Informative Bunch!
For their February meeting Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers
decided to ring the changes. They invited six members to take up
the challenge and show off their many talents by demonstrating a
flower arrangement of their choice.

The results showed off a variety of hobbies and flower arranging
skills. Our history expert explained the Victorians use of bright
coloured flowers which would show up in their candle lit rooms at
night. Using just foliage from her garden a member developed an
arrangement which didn’t use any flowers, very useful now they
are so expensive.

An experienced cake maker turned her
skills into making a crinoline shaped
arrangement and instead of sugar craft
flowers used small petals and tiny flower
heads to cover her oasis. Details of wine
making in Australia with red carnations
spilling from an empty wine bottle, a
magnificent tapestry cushion showed a
love of sewing and was complimented by a
sewing box filled with a variety of matching
coloured flowers.

Yes there was a use of oasis but we were
reminded that once used oasis can be
buried under plants to help hold water
especially hydrangeas which are always
thirsty and of course we were told bio
degradeable oasis is becoming even more popular as we all
become climate change aware. Finally and to brighten us all up
after such a hard couple of years an arrangement of Spring flowers
telling us that Spring has Finally Sprung.

Dates for your diary:

9th March – Workshop by
Mig Kimpton

13th April – Demonstration
by Robin White

11th May –ASelf Imposed
Designed by Members

All meetings 2 p.m. for 2.30
p.m. at St Mary’s Bay Village
Hall. Visitors welcome.
Look forward to seeing you.

Shrove Tuesday
Who doesn’t like pancakes, making a neutral
mix allows you to top them with either sweet
or savoury toppings? Or I love to use
pancakes in a lasagne as an alternative to
the pasta sheets.

I’m sure you won’t but any left-over
pancakes, simply fill them ham, cheese,
onion & a little Dĳon mustard, fold in half &
heat either in a frying pan or through a toastie
machine. A great option for an alternative to
the sandwich option at lunchtime.

Makes 8-10

100g Plain flour

2 Large Free range medium eggs

300ml Whole milk

20g Melted butter

In a bowl sift the flour, in a jug mix the egg &
milk

Make a well in the flour, pour in the egg &
milk mixture & gradually whisking in the flour
to the egg & milk. Pour in the melted butter &
whisk

Transfer the mix to a jug & allow to rest for 30
minutes

Heat a crepe/pancake pan, add a drizzle of
oil, take a couple of sheets of kitchen paper &
wipe the oil around the pan

Pour the mix into the centre of the pan, &
gently move the mix around the pan so the
pan is filled with the mix

Leave the pan & allow the pancake to cook
for approximately 2 minutes, take a palette
knife or butter knife to gently lift the pancake
around the edge of the pan & then get ready
to flip!

Return to the heat & cook for a further minute

Serve with your choice of toppings.

Lemon juice & sugar is a real classic or try
berries & chocolate sauce or sliced banana &
blueberries

For a savoury topping try sun blaze tomatoes,
grated parmesan & a drizzle of pesto



Household Fuel up by 57% EEEEkkkkkk!!
This is not good news for anyone, but especially for those who
are struggling now, before all the cost of living rises kick in.
Spring is going to is going to be hard for everyone. If life is a
struggle, what we can do about it?

*When shopping, create a priority list, and stick to it, whatever
happens. Basics like potatoes, vegetables, pasta, rice, tins,
bread, milk and cereals. Vegetables are quite cheap in the
Discount supermarkets at present, as long as you stick to the
basic, traditional ones. Same with fruit, apples, bananas and
satsumas, have just as much goodness as trendier choices.
The German supermarkets, cheap as they are, have even
introduced their own basics range. It may not be the finest
quality, but it is more affordable.

*Try and use cash. Unfashionable as it is, all the debt help
organisations say that it is much easier to manage money
using cash. You are more aware of it leaving your purse! And
tell yourself, when it is gone, it is gone, if you are tempted to
indulge. Years ago, before plastic and credit cards, when you
ran out of money, you ran out of money. Literally empty purse
syndrome until the next payday! You had to rely on what you
could rustle up from tins and sack of spuds in the pantry.

*Make the most of yellow/orange labels. Especially with
perishables. Amazing value with bread items, and bread
freezes well, if you have the space. The Spar in NR has 1 or
more trollies near the till, full of nearly out of date bread
products.

*Fad diets. There are thousands out there. One of the lies, is
assuming that Gluten free diets are a healthy option. They are
not. They are a needs must for people with Celiac disease, or
genuine gluten intolerance. But the nutrients in flour are vital for
our wellbeing, especially wholemeal flour and people on a
gluten free diet have to make sure they have these nutrients in
other ways.

*Abandon loyalty to brands. Be strict with your partner and
family. The most empowering 4 words in the English language
are “I can’t afford it” It is not shameful to be honest. Your friends
will probably be empowered to be honest with themselves as
well. But if a supermarkets own brand is half the price, buy that.
Buy the biggest pack you can afford, but watch out. Sometimes
if the smaller pack in on offer, the big one may not be better
value. Look above your head, and down at the bottom of racks.
The things supermarkets want you to buy are at eye level!

*Some people struggle to find the money for fuel to do some
cooking. Buy a large quantity of traditional vegs like onions,
potatoes, carrots, swede, etc, and cut them into equal sized
pieces, and put them in a pan on top of the stove with an Oxo
dissolved in boiling water. Bring to the boil, and then cook on a
medium heat. Add salt, pepper, and a shake of mustard, and
pinch of mixed herbs, and within the hour you will have a tasty
stew, even without putting any meat in it. You can add any
vegetable, the softer ones half way through. In this way you
can use you heat to maximum benefit. If you have half a lb of
mince (250g) to add, you have a balanced meal for 4 or 6.

*Don’t try and be fancy or modern. It all costs extra money.
One of the all time economy dishes is Spaghetti Bolognese.
Again you can fill a pan full of vegetables, onions, and half a lb
of mince, add a tin of chopped tomatoes, (very cheap in
economy ranges) salt, pepper, mixed herbs, and a dash of
mustard if you have it, and a little water if it gets dry. Again
within an hour you have a meal for 4 or 6. When you have

about 20 minutes left, boil a pan of water, add salt, and cook
your spaghetti. Allow 3 ozs or 65g for each adult, and about
half the amount for children. But, children seem to like
spaghetti, so maybe a bit more!! It is not necessary to have
one of those jars of ready- made sauce, unless you have it in
the house anyway.

*If you simply do not have any money at all, see the churches
round up page for details of the local food bank, which is very
willing to help.

*The elephant in the room! Fuel prices. Most people will get
some relief, on their council tax and a loan, which will be
clawed back in coming years. At least we are coming into the
lighter evenings. Just do what you can to save where you can.
No one needs more than one shower a day. Be careful not to
wash more clothes than necessary. Give clothes a shake, and
hang them up and fold them up. Dry washing outside where
possible, rather than using a tumble drier. The appliances that
uses the most power are electric kettles. Fill your kettle with a
jug on a flat surface, so you are not filling it up more than
necessary. Most of them have a gauge. If you are only making
1 or 2 cups of anything, just fill to the minimum line.

*Be neurotic about not leaving lights on. With a hectic family
life, it is easy, as endless fathers have said, to have the house
“like Blackpool illuminations”! If you are not in a room, turn the
light off! Do not leave appliances on standby. Have thermostats
on your radiators, so they can be moderated. In extreme
circumstances, do your living in less rooms. Perhaps the kids
could all sleep in one room, on airbeds or mattresses, and
pretend they are camping!

All the best in this season of belt tightening!
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a 
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a 
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
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Folkestone

01303 264 400
41 High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

•	 24-hour service 
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

The snowdrops have appeared, and they
are so lovely. So delicate, perhaps we
love them so much because they are the
first flowers of the spring. We have
primroses and hellebores out, but
snowdrops have a special place in our
hearts. Maybe because we never notice
them until the flowers appear. They are
usually hidden in the grasses, with grass
like leaves, so the first sign are the
flowers. We are still in tidying mode,
trying to finish off the pruning and tidying
up, and weeding, before the weeds get
too enthusiastic again!

I started writing this column this time last
year, for new gardeners, either with a
brand new garden, or a mature garden
you had inherited. Have you enjoyed
watching to see what came up? Unless
you need to do somemajor landscaping,
it is as well, if you inherit a garden, not to
do anything drastic, for a year to check
what is actually growing in your garden.
That applies to roots as well. If it is not
attached to a nasty weed, give it the
benefit of the doubt. There are certain
things you can get rid of with glee. Nettles
have mustard yellow roots, bindweed has
roots like lengths of white string. Couch
grass has whitish/green roots that travel
sideways under the surface of the soil.
These can all be removed with haste!
These are called pernicious weeds, and
composting won’t kill them, so don’t put
them in your compost, but in a garden
bin, if you have one, or a bag for taking
down to the tip.

You can start planning now, what you
want to grow in your garden, and if you
have the places that are warm and light,
you can start off a few seeds. But not in
an unheated greenhouse. They need a
day and night temperature of 16dC
before seeds will germinate properly. Buy
some compost, and seeds trays, if you
need to, and plant the seeds as
instructed on the packet. They do well on
sunny window sills. There will be plants
for sale everywhere in a few months’
time, but there is something very
rewarding about growing you own plants
and seeds.

If you have existing outdoor pots, they
probably need a bit of TLC.After 2 or 3
years the compost becomes spent, and
very weedy. Tip the whole thing out onto
the grass, and remove all the weeds. A lot
of the spent compost will fall away, and
you will be left with the plant. Tidy it up,
pruning and shaping it, and removing
dead stuff. Then put it back in the pot,

with new compost. If you are repotting a
plant because it is outgrown, only go up
one size of pot. Going from a tiny pot to a
huge one, is not good for the plant. If the
roots are too concentrated, some can be
cut away. It will not spoil the plant.

If you can afford it, make a promise to
yourself, not to buy compost with peat in
it. There are lots of alternatives, even if a
bit dearer. But peat in human timescale is
irreplaceable. It takes 50,000 years to
make peat. It is also a dump for carbon,
and the more we use it, causes more and
more carbon to be released into the
atmosphere, creating more greenhouse
gases. I was horrified last year, on buy
good quality seed compost to find that it
was 3/4s peat. Always check on the back
of the bag, it may be in small print, but by
law, it has to be displayed.

When buying plants in pots, try and avoid
black pots or trays. These cannot be
recycled. Other colours can. If you are
getting enthusiastic about gardening,
keep your pots, and wash them out and
store them neatly. Years ago, gardeners
were told to wash their pots in Jeyes fluid,
because of diseases, and now there is a
bit of debate about whether you need to
wash them at all. I do, mainly for ease of
storage, and you can make a pile of each
different size, and can always put your
hand on the size you need. Most plant
pots are terra cotta coloured. If you have
one of these that is broken, I’m afraid it
has to go in the rubbish bin. Plant pots
are made of plastic at the end of a long
career of being recycled! By the time it is
a plant pot, it is past being anything else!

AND NOWFOR THE VEG-
GIVING THEM SOME
SUPPORT!
This is a kind of in-between time in the
garden. It’s a bit early to plant and sow all
those crops which we’re dying to get
started, on the other hand we, have,
hopefully, prepared the ground and have
all our packets of seeds, onion sets and
potatoes raring to go.

With all the stormy weather around us
(Dudley and Eunice are imminent as I
write) it might be worth considering how
we are going to support some of our
crops once they start bursting into life.

The most obvious that come to mind are
runner beans. In anticipation of a summer
crop, I like to put a framework up ready to
plant out in May. Two frameworks are

popular: the wigwam type and the ‘A’
frame type as I like to call it. The wigwam
is a good idea for the smaller garden.
Take six to eight long canes (8 foot
bamboo ones are ideal) and space them
evenly in the soil in a circular shape,
allowing at least 6 inches between each
cane. Then gather the tops together and
fasten them with string or plastic ties.
Make sure they are firmly embedded in
the soil, otherwise the weight of your crop
will tend to tip them over. Then dig in
some compost around each cane, as
beans love rich soil.

The ‘A’ frame type consist of pairs of
canes, facing each other, stuck firmly into
the soil and tied at the top. Continue this
process for as much room as you have
and howmany canes you have available.
Then, using canes or long wooden laths,
tie each pair of canes to the horizontal
laths, spacing them evenly apart and
prepare the soil as for wigwam type.

Runner beans hate the wind, so if
possible site your growing area in a
sheltered spot. Failing that, buy some
strong small mesh netting and use it as a
windbreak.

Another crop which will need support are
broad beans. They don’t grow as tall as
runners, but as the pods develop their
weight tends to make them bend over
and break the stalks. If you have a site in
mind, you can plant within a framework of
strong string, supported at each corner
and regular intervals by canes or wooden
stakes. As the plants develop, check they
have plenty of support. If you plant them
in a square or rectangle, the ones in the
middle will, to a large extent support
themselves.

If you have raspberry canes of the
summer fruiting variety, these, too, will
need support and you can build a frame
round them similar to broad beans. It’s
worth thinking about making a semi-
permanent framework for raspberries, as
they grow in the same place each year.
Soft fruit, of course, are prey to many of
our garden birds and if you have a
number of soft fruit bushes in the same
area, a fruit cage is worth thinking about.
You can make your own using 2x1 inch
wooden battens for the framework, and
cover with netting. If possible, make it 6
foot high so you can walk about in it, and
a simple door will give easy access.

NEXTTIME- LETTHE SOWING BEGIN!



Adam's
Music
Reviews
Break-up Albums
With Valentine's Day done and dusted,
the cynic in me deduces that a selection
of classic break-up albums would fit the
bill perfectly for this edition. The genre
is most commonly the domain of the
singer-songwriter, and the partnership
in question that has gone south is often
a very public matter. Well, here's a
selection of work by 'bleeding hearts
and artists' (to quote a Pink Floyd lyric)
to take you into spring.

13 – Blur (1999)
Blur are
usually
remembered
for the
Cockney
sounding
singalongs
from the
'Parklife' era,
but on this
album they
pushed the
envelope, with everything from a seven-
minute folk anthem ('Tender') to several
all-out sonic assaults worthy of
Hawkwind. I think Damon Albarn was
trying to illustrate how his head felt at
the time following his split from Elastica
front-woman Justine Frischman. This
was one of the last times that I really
thought a band were pushing what
constitutes music beyond previous
limits. 'No Distance Left to Run' is one
of the most desolate sentiments ever
expressed in song, and the music
makes me think of a brain exploding
half way through the epic track
'Caramel.' The 'battle' of the track of the
same name is clearly with his own mind,
and the final track 'Optigan' reminds me
of Stanley Kubrick's film 'The Shining,'
seeming like something creepy from the
1920s filtering across the decades.

Blood On The Tracks – Bob Dylan
(1975)
This was
Bob's
emphatic
contribution
to the 'break
up'
subgenre.
Most of the
songs are
stories
which seem
to echo his
real life (his marriage was clearly on the
rocks), albeit given a twist and some
artistic licence. 'Simple Twist Of Fate' is

told in the third person, and 'You're
Gonna Make Me Lonesome When You
Go' is in the first person, but it's all from
the same hymn sheet for sure. The
standout track is 'Idiot Wind' which
alternates between nostalgia and rage,
sometimes even at the same time.
Dylan characterises himself as the 'Jack
of Hearts' in one of the songs and the
whole album is one you will play again,
and again, and... You get the idea!

Songs Of Love And Hate – Leonard
Cohen
(1971)
Later in his
career
Leonard
Cohen
asked 'You
Want It
Darker?'
Well, this
album is
pretty dark,
opening with the fast picked, yet
brooding 'Avalanche,' with its ominous
strings and opening line of 'I fell into an
avalanche / It swallowed up my soul.'
The only light relief is the track
'Diamonds In The Mine' where he taunts
a lover who has clearly used up all his
patience and energy. His vocal
performance in the final chorus sounds
genuinely crazed. The downbeat folk of
'Last Year's Man' and 'Famous Blue
Raincoat' sum up the mood perfectly,
and then we've 'Dress Rehearsal Rag'
in which a blade could be used for a
shave or something a lot more sinister,
but as it's just a dress rehearsal, the
singer lives to tell the tale. Like I said,
it's dark!

Sea Change – Beck (2002)
Leonard
Cohen
would have
been proud
of this volte-
face by
Beck, who
leaves the
'Prince'
affectations
of 'Midnite
Vultures' behind for this soul-baring
collection which leans towards country
music at times, but being Beck he still
has his feet in multiple genres. My
favourite here is 'Lost Cause,' which
seems to encapsulate the devastating
feelings that everybody has
experienced at least once. 'The Golden
Age' starts as a country ballad before
the ambient wash of sound literally
engulfs him. Are you still in there, Beck?
He also sounds absolutely broken at the
start of 'Paper Tiger.' Fabulous stuff.
Still Crazy After All These Years –
Paul Simon (1975)
Paul Simon's 'Hearts and Bones' album
equally fits this month's theme, but I'm

going to review
this collection
from the year
of his first
divorce. 'Have
A Good Time,'
sounds like
Paul is trying to
convince
himself that
he's still having
fun, particularly with its improvised
saxophone coda, but he's not fooling
me. The album seems to pick through
the bones of marriage, sometimes
humorously a la 'You're Kind' and
sometimes wistfully as in the case of the
title track, which harks back to the
Simon and Garfunkel track 'Old
Friends,' due to its slightly dissonant
instrumental section. Perhaps Paul had
been doing a bit of praying, as he talks
of pledging allegiance to the wall in 'My
Little Town,' a duet with Garfunkel which
appeared on the solo albums of both
artists. Meanwhile Steve Gadd's
drumming on '50 Ways To Leave Your
Lover' must be one of the most
emulated drum patterns in history. I also
learned a load of basketball terms from
the downbeat 'Night Game.'

Back To Black – Amy Winehouse
(2006)
Tortured
relationships
(in fact
'tortured
everything')
were clearly
the forte of
this straight-
talking yet
talented
songwriter.
When I first heard 'Rehab' on the radio I
initially thought that it was a song from
the sixties that I'd never heard before.
As if such a thing existed! Let's just say
that Amy doesn't hold back, peppering
her lyrics with vernacular lingo and
references to illicit substances, yet in
spite of this, there is a desperate
sadness here which is reminiscent of
artists like Billie Holiday. If you don't
believe me, the title track should confirm
this straight away. 'Love Is A Losing
Game' is also very melancholy in feel.
Sadly Amy never produced another
album but she certainly had much to
offer for those who agree with Elton
John that 'sad songs say so much.'

Well, that's brought you all back down to
earth after all that 'flowers and
chocolates' lark! For more music
reviews my book '2021: A Musical
Odyssey' is available on Amazon and
eBay and from the Cosy Kettle in
Hamstreet and The Record Store in
Park Mall, Ashford. And it's not all as
glum as this selection!

- Adam Colton

THE WOODS.
A short story by L. P. Gibbs.

I left The Curry Lounge just before eleven that Friday
night in early February, having treated myself to a
chicken madras. As usual when returning late from
the pub, I had my trusty torch with me. I walked,
slightly slower than normal due to the meal, down
Church Lane, heading for home in Baldwin Road,
Greatstone. My normal route would take me across
the railway track, through the woods, and the whole
length of Dunes Road.

As I reached the unlit part of the lane adjacent to the
old allotments, and switched on my torch, I saw a
young woman in her early twenties, a scarf of some
sort covering her head, standing to one side, crying.
Ever the gentleman, I asked her if everything was
alright. She told me she was on her way home to
Adie Road, which I knew was on my route, but was
frightened to pass through Woodland Walk alone in
the dark. There were no buses and to walk to the
end of Littlestone Road would have almost doubled
her journey. I told her I was going past her road and
that she would be welcome to accompany me if she
wished. Seeing that I had the means to light the way,
she agreed.

By the time we were crossing the tracks, we had
learned each other's names. Mine is George, and
hers was Anne. As we walked, she told me that she
worked at one of the inns in the town. The wooded
area on the far side of the railway is much thicker
with a narrower path and she hooked her arm
through mine, feeling safer. I was fine with this,
sensing that I was offering her some protection,
realising that the dense undergrowth was causing
her some consternation. She was a chatty young
lady and told me all about her parents who would be
waiting at home for her. From the beam of my torch,
we were able to navigate round some of the puddles

that had formed from the recent rain, and duck
beneath some of the lower hanging branches.

Eventually, I could see the lights in Dunes Road.

“We'll soon have you home now,” I said.

There was no reply but we continued on, her arm
still firmly gripping mine.

“There we are,” I said as we passed through the
bollards and on to the roadway. “You'll be alright
now.” Still she did not reply, so I turned to her. To my
astonishment, she simply smiled kindly at me and
gradually faded away before my eyes into a kind of
mist. I could still feel her arm in mine and looked
down. The arm was still there but, as I watched, that
too faded to nothingness. She had completely
disappeared.

58 High St, Hythe CT21 5AT
Tel: 01797 364837

Webuy& sell
All model railway locomotives
Rolling stock and buildings

We also have a large stock ofmodel cars and buses
We can service yourmodels too!

We always stock track points and accessories
Hundreds of ‘pre loved’models

At affordable prices

Call in and say hello
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Forthcoming films

‘Encarto’
Fri 25th Feb - Sun 27th Feb

‘Nightmare Alley’
Fri 25th Feb - Thurs 3 March

‘Death on the Nile’
Thurs 24th Feb

To book tickets, visit the Leisure Centre or
go to: marshacademy.org.uk

Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS
Dear Looker,

Worried byWords andWokeness.

I don’t knowwhich frustratesmemore
these days: the dross doled out by the BBC
(TheBritish BroadcastingCatastrophe) or
theWoke brigade pervading our streets
(and ourminds) like a acidic fog,
dismantling every barrier of discretion the
we hold dear. Because Imustn’t forget the
pronoun, I will divide them intome:men or
‘they’ andwomen the ‘other-they’, mustn’t
forget the pronouns

I was talking to a ‘chair’ the other day: really,
because I’d actually tried talking to the
female (other-they) occupying the position
and I gotmore sense talking to the chair.
The female (the other-they) was talking
about theOlympics andwas referring to a
‘talisperson’(?) for the sport; Heaven help
me. I had to leave before ‘it’ latched on to
the shape of the bob-sleigh as being far too
phallic and tried to start a campaign to
change it to something farmore gender-
neutral.

We nowhave gender-neutral toilets. In
these day’s where rape can barely even
ring the bell of a desk sergeant in a police
station, we are constructing opportunities to
make voyeurism a team sport. I,
personally, feelmuchmore at ease in a
male-only ‘they’s’ toilet: God knowswhat
those ‘other-they’s’ get up to.Mustn’t forget
the pronouns! To accommodate the ‘theys’
and ‘other-they’s’ councils and council
members are spending an inordinate
amount ofmoney just tomake us feel
uncomfortable and embarrassed. They
also seemextremely, if not pathologically
keen, to spend taxpayer’smoney on this
type of project as soon as it springs into
someone’s head, regardless of expense.
It’s CllrA’s bid to out-wokeCllr B and to be
seen to do it: If it ain’t broke, leave the darn
thing alone.

The other joywith this wonderfulWoke
society is that if anyone takes offence at the
writing of letters such as this, they could
actually cancelme! What form this would
take in this instance, I don’t actually know
but the opportunity exists because, you
see, I’m not actually allowed an opinion (or
a sense of humour) if it doesn’t fit with the
Woke establishment. If I had a statue they
could tear it down, (and get awaywith it), if I
were on social media they could blockme,
doesn’t that sound frighteningly likeThe
Establishment, or Orwell’s 1984? Haven’t
wemoved on?

I’ll just have to organise a ‘Straight Pride’
event to bringmyself to people’s attention,
because I’m sure EVERYONEwill want to
knowmy leanings, instead of just getting on
withmy life and not staring at social media,
praying for the next victim to stick their poor,
unsuspecting head above the parapet and
practically wettingmyself in anticipation of a

pending crucifixion. Is it a ‘my inferiority
complex is bigger than your inferiority
complex’ syndrome?

This is not a new phenomenon: in the 90’s,
as part-time singer I was roundly berated
for singingCliff Richard’s ‘LivingDoll’ by an
‘other-they’ in a pub one evening. ‘It’
received a loud round of (sarcastic)
applause just before falling over but
managing to keep her, sorry, ‘it’s’ glass
upright!

Mothers can nowno longer have babies,
either, they have to be ‘birth-givers’,
apparently. I wonder if thatmakes fathers
’birth-contributors’ and parents ‘baby-
botherers’?

Will I soon have to consult BLM,
LGBTQI(increasing alphabet)+, student
bodies, radical university dons et al. before I
commitmyself to print? Not only that, but
to whomwould I addressmy request?
Howwould I address it; Mr/MrsThey/
Other-they? Or just They/Other-they...it ?
Must keep it gender neutral; somehow.

Add the broken-glass/egshell pathway
above to the despairing car crash that is the
BBC’smastication of our beautiful English
language and thisWorld is hurtling toward
the horizonwith its arse on fire. Every day I
hear things such as...Feboooary(February),
Sik (Sixth), Nooocelar (Nuclear) andKorter
(Quarter) and I cringe! Thenwe add the
sport; andwe have... athERlete,
WembERley and gUlobal (global) and as a
contribution from theweather centre we get
bUlustery! Notwithstanding all this,
everything has to start with SO! A is also a
problem: ‘A’ nother?what is’A’ nother? do
theymean another? Why don’t they say it?
What is ‘A’ cute? Highly-paid presenters
with absolutely no presentational skills

Note to BBC: If we get ‘Korter’, then surely,
surely, we should get Kiet, Kick andKite!
Work it out! For this tripewe pay a license
fee?? Don’t forget that the BBC is also
achingly PC, biased and anti-monarchist in
everything it does; it is so left-wing, if it were
a bird, it would fly clockwise all day. Think
of themany erudite personalities who have
jumped ship in recent times. Themotto of
the BBC is: Educate, Inform, Entertain,
NOTEducate, Inform, Denigrate, Slander.

Which should I worry about themost? One
shower of clowns completely scramblesmy
mind and the other...come to think of it...

Yours

KenPedrick.

Dear Looker,

Reading issue 293 regards the new cycling
rules. I agree the rules need to look at road
safety.

It's a shame the highway code didn't go
further to include thewearing of cycle
helmets, high visible jerkins, bell or horn
andworking lights front and rear just for
starters.

Personally, I think they should hold a cycle
proficiency test certificate, sowhen they
jump the traffic lights or hit a walking
person, the certificate and cycle be
removedwith a fine just as anymotorist
includingMotor Bikes.

Should they not also have to have
insurance?We're suggesting those onE-
Scooters should as bike and scooters can
travel at the same speed.

If we brought these rules in, thenwhy not
haveE-scooters legal as I am sure a
personwho has spent hundreds of pounds
on onewouldn't just leave them.

I hope ourMP reads this and puts this to
parliament.

Yours

GeorgeTrelore.

Dear Editor,

Can you please thankMichael Gooch for
his articles on gardening. They are so
readable as he actually talks to you not
down to you.

Just when I thinkwhat should I be doing the
month, he is therewith the answers.

Thank you again for a very informative
column.

Kind regards

ChristineMiles (Mrs).

Dear Looker,

I find it frustrating that theM20 services at
junction 11 are not being used fully by
foreign lorry drivers.

Every night there are several parked on the
side of the road leading to Lympnewhen
there is already a lorry park for them to use.

Also several times lately I have travelled to
Dover at various times of the day and night
and there are lorries parked on the hard
shoulder of theM20 just prior to Junction 12
the slip road for the EuroTunnel, yet they
are nevermoved on.

Whywouldwewant another lorry Park if
these drivers are too tight or can't be
bothered to use the existing one?

SteveMay. Lydd.

Thursday 24th February
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s
Bay Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 25th February
Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Brookland Meeting Point, Village Hall, 1.30 p.m.
(4th Fri of month)

Saturday 26th February
Pancake Coffee Morning, St. Mary’s Bay
Church Hall, 10 a.m.

Monday 28th February
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New
Romney, 10 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church
Hall, 10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30 p.m.
New Romney History Society AGM, Old School,
7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 1st March
Greatstone Meeting Point, St. Peter’s Hall,
10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Tues)
Walking Group, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New
Romney, 10 a.m.
Pilates, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Yoga, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 2nd March
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay,
9.30 a.m.
Seated Exercise, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New
Romney, 11 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Busy Hands Craft Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane,
New Romney, 2 p.m. (1st & 3rd Wed)
Pilates, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 3 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney,
7 p.m.

Thursday 3rd March
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.



At The Movies
With Vince Shell
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Jackass Forever - Cert 18 -
On general release
I've already read a few reviews for
Jackass Forever and the words crude,
crass and unoriginal all feature
repeatedly. Well, let me counter that by
saying do not be put off because
Jackass Forever is hilarious, fun and a
fantastic way to spend 96 minutes of
your time.

Twenty years after the original hit the
screen, the boys are back minus Ryan
Dunn who sadly died in a car crash in
2011 and fellow Jackass regular Bam
Margera who has only a cameo role
after he was sacked during production.
The team, for the first time ever,
includes some new masochists in the
form of Poopies, Zackass, Jasper, Eric
and the first ever female star Rachel
alongside a number of celebrity
cameos.

Yes, the 'stunts'
are crude, crass
and based
loosely on some
old material but
you will still be
roaring with
laughter or
wincing in
empathetic pain
as the cast put
their bodies and
sanity on the line
as their medical insurance payments
double, triple. JF is slapstick comedy at
its finest and that's why it will be a box
office smash. It was so refreshing to be
sat in a packed cinema full-on belly
laughing, no chuckling here, as the
team put themselves through
unimaginable pain and torture in the
name of entertainment.

Be warned, as the intro informs us, JF
is not for the faint hearted as bodies
are covered in all manner of foul
substances and as expected the team
don't walk away unscathed as bones,
genitals and heads are battered,
bruised, bitten and broken. The hit
Knoxville takes off of a bull is beyond
scary and leaves him in hospital. There
is another deliciously wicked stunt
involving Danger Ehren and a bear, the
look of fear on Ehren's face will leave
you in no doubt that this is the real
McCoy. The fear is soon replaced by
pain as he is subjected to a punch from
a UFC heavyweight fighter Francis

Ngannou, reported to have the hardest
punch in UFC history. A pitch from
softball star Danielle O'Toole. A puck
from Canadian Ice Hockey star PK
Subban and if that wasn't enough a
pogo stick from fellow Jackass star
Dave England. Fortunately he is given
a box as protection but the results will
leave all males like me wincing as you
cross your legs.

But, still we laugh at their misfortunes
and still they put themselves through
pain. Why do it? Well there's a scene
where new member Poopies cannot
contain his delight at being asked to be
part of the team and that's part of the
Jackass popularity because we've
grown up with the antics of Knoxville,
Steve-O, Wee Man and co. This is the
original dysfunctional family and
despite the pain they endure you can't
fail to feel their infectious love of each
other and despite what they put each
other through they are like feuding
brothers (and sister) who at the end
still have tremendous love and
affection for each other.

Like Scream, Jackass has a loving
audience and that's why both
franchises have continued successfully
for so long and that's why despite poor
reviews Jackass Forever will be a rip-
roaring success. For every high-brow,
thought provoking, award winning,
piece of cinema there is a Jackass and
rightly so.

Miss this at your own peril although I
would strongly recommend not taking
your Granny along with you to see this.

The Responder - BBC
IPlayer - all episodes
available now
You cannot beat a
good British Drama
and The Responder
definitely falls in that
category.

The Responder
follows a Liverpudlian
Police Officer Chris
Carson (Played by
Martin Freeman) as he struggles with
the job and his personal life. The
Responder was written by former
Liverpool police office Tony
Schumacher and he certainly captures
a world that most of us would avoid at

all costs.

Chris has an unholy alliance with local
drug dealer Carl Sweeney who calls
Chris 'mate'. He is also paired with a
young idealistic PC Rachel Hargreaves
who questions his every move. On top
of this his marriage to Kate is on the
rocks. Chris is a man on the edge,
prone to violent outbursts due to
trauma he sustained within the force.
He struggles to do what is right while
operating in a complex and violent
world.

This is a powerful and compelling
drama and while you feel for Chris you
know he is a ticking time bomb. The
Responder demands watching.

Moonfall - Cert 12A - On
general release
The latest disaster movie from director
Roland Emmerich follows the same
formula as his previous films. At one
point I couldn't help noticing the
similarities between Moonfall and his
far superior 1996 movie Independence
Day.

Once again Earth is under threat from
Aliens (albeit Aliens controlling the
moon and using it as a giant bowling
ball) The characters are all here Brian
Harper (Patrick Wilson) a disgraced
astronaut brought back to save the
world = Jeff Goldblum's disgraced
technological expert. Jocinda Fowler
(Halle Berry) the heroic astronaut =
Will Smith's Pilot and conspiracy
theorist and nerd K.C Houseman (John
Bradley) who sacrifices himself for the
greater good = Randy Quaid's alien
abducted, eccentric alcoholic pilot who
sacrifices himself for the greater good.

Add in the usual stars and stripes
jingoism, this time the Presidents
stirring speech in Independence Day is
replaced by the single line "I work for
the American people" Add a pinch of a
cataclysmic disaster and it all equals
the usual Emmerich recipe. Moonfall
isn't in the same league as
Independence Day and whereas the
latter made fun of itself Moonfall falls
into the 'It's so bad it's good category.

On to the next one Mr Emmerich how
about Aliens make a catapult and send
the sun towards earth. I'll collect my
commission at the door.

Fighting to
be a doctor
By C.E.Moody, Friends of Folkestone
Old Cemetery

Mary Edith Pechey-Phipson, one of
the ‘Edinburgh Seven’ is buried in
Cheriton Road Cemetery. She was
one of the ladies who fought and
succeeded in being among the first
registered women doctors in England.
She was born in 1845 and had been
educated at home by her parents,
William and Sarah Pechey, a Baptist
minister and a lawyer’s daughter who
had studied Greek. She taught for a
short while, then was indentured to
Elizabeth Garrett, later Garrett
Anderson, the only practising woman
doctor with her name on the medical
register. Mary had hoped to qualify
using the same route as Elizabeth,
taking the examinations of the Society
of Apothecaries through
apprenticeship, a loophole which the
society had swiftly closed. In 1869 she
replied to Sophia Jex-Blake’s request,
in The Scotsman, for more women to
join her in her fight to be given a place
at Edinburgh University and study to
become a doctor. Sophia’s initial
application had been accepted by the
medical faculty, but was overruled by
the university court, on the grounds
that mixed classes were unacceptable
and special classes for one woman
impractical. This implied that special
classes might be possible for a group
of women. By 1870 Sophia had four
others to join her, including Mary, but
they had to attend separate classes for
women and pay higher tuition fees
than men. In order to afford her
classes, Edith gave lectures on
physiology to women in Leeds.

In the Spring exams, four of the five
women were awarded honours in
Physiology and Chemistry, proving that
they did not have inferior intellectual
ability as their detractors had
suggested. Mary came top in the
Chemistry exam in her first year, which
should have given her the Hope
Scholarship, worth £200, but more
importantly, the use of the chemistry
laboratory. The Chemistry professor
however, was concerned that,
because the women were getting
higher grades, it would cause upset
amongst the men. He awarded the
scholarship to the man who came
second to Mary, on the grounds that
women were not part of the university
class because they were taught
separately. The University also
refused to give the women certificates
for the classes they had passed.

The conflict came to a head in
November 1870, in what became
known as ‘The Riot at Surgeons' Hall.’
When the ladies, now numbering
seven arrived, 200 protesters blocked
their entry to the classroom and
stopped all the traffic for an hour.
They walked up to the gates, which
remained open until they were within a
yard of them, when they were
slammed in their faces by a number of
young men. As the women sat the
exam, the mob shoved a sheep into
the hall, causing chaos. It is said that
the professor in charge of the exam
remarked, "The sheep can stay, it is
clearly more intelligent than those out
there." The incident was reported in
an Edinburgh newspaper and earned
publicity worldwide, gaining the women
sympathy and support. Mary and the
others completed the course, but were
not given a degree. In 1874,the
University of Edinburgh expelled them
on the grounds that their admission
had violated the institution's by-laws.
Although the women took their case to
court, they eventually lost and so had
to continue their medical educations
elsewhere.

Edith went to Switzerland, where she
gained her M.D. in 1877 from the
University of Berne (taking her exams
in German). The English College of
Physicians still refused to license
women, but in 1877 the Royal College
of Physicians of Ireland allowed Mary,
Sophia Jex-Blake, and several other
women admission to their final
examinations. She took, and passed,
the exams, finally earning the right to
be registered as a doctor. She
returned to Leeds, where she had
previously lectured on women’s health
and set up a practice there, where she
knew people and had supportive
friends. Not everybody would have
approved of this, but it is said that she

overcame prejudice by her charm,
intelligence and generosity of mind.
She founded, and became president
of, the Medical Women's Federation of
England and also about this time,
became a supporter of womens’
suffrage.

Elizabeth Garrett-Anderson suggested
Mary as a possible Senior Medical
Officer for P.H.Cama’s scheme to bring
female doctors to India to treat women;
male doctors never having been
allowed to tend women. Mary arrived
in Cama Hospital in Bombay (now
Mumbai) in 1883, learnt Hindi and
started a training programme for
nurses. She became the first Senior
Medical Officer in the first hospital in
the world to be staffed by women for
women. She also campaigned for
women’s rights during her time in
India, including equal pay with the
male doctors, education for girls and
against child marriage. She fought for
widows’ rights, with protection from
suttee.

Through the Bombay Natural History
Society, where she was on the board
of management, she met and
subsequently married, Herbert
Musgrave Phipson, a wine merchant
and also an enthusiastic naturalist.
She resigned her post in 1894, when
her diabetes began to seriously affect
her health, but continued with her
private practice. In 1896, during an
outbreak of bubonic plague, she
returned to Bombay. Her methods
being applied to the epidemic of
cholera and the famine which followed.

She returned to England in 1905, after
22 years of working in India, and,
despite being ill, took part in the
Suffragist Mud March in London on the
9th Feb 1907. It was the largest
women’s demonstration up to that
time, with over 3,000 women marching
from Hyde Park Corner to The Strand.
Crowds came, despite the heavy rain,
just to see so many women marching
and public attention was drawn to
women’s rights.

When she died in 1908, after surgery
for cancer, aged 62, Herbert set up a
scholarship in her name at The
London School of Medicine for
Women. In India, the sanatorium at
Nasik, Maharashtra was known as the
Pechey-Phipson Sanatorium for
Women and Children until 1964. She
is buried at the Folkestone Old
Cemetery, marked by a very simple
headstone, with her name and M.D.

In 2019, on the 150th anniversary of
their ‘matriculation’, The University of
Edinburgh awarded the ladies
posthumous honorary degrees.



CHURCH UPDATE
By June Gooch
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CovidWith the relaxation of all covid rules, churches
are free to use any measures they think fit for the safety
of all the congregation. Especially as many of the
congregations are elderly. So check with your own
church, about it’s arrangements.

Food Bank

These are continuing with a delivery only service. If you
are struggling to feed yourself or your family (and it
applies to single people and couples, not just people
with children) Ring Citizens Advice Bureau, on free
phone 080 2082138 to explain your problem and obtain
a voucher. The food will be delivered to your home. You
can have 3 days supply of dried and tinned food, and
help in other ways, if your problems need to be referred
to another agency.

If you cannot get through on that number, ring the
RMCC number 01797 366855, during weekday
mornings, or Rev Chris in Lydd on 01797 320345. Ring
before 11am on the day of the food bank, which is
Tuesdays in New Romney, from 5.30pm-7pm and
Fridays in Lydd.

There are collections points in most supermarkets and
churches. The most useful items at present are, shaving
foam, tinned meat, hot and cold, vegetarian options,
children’s toothpaste, washing up liquid and toilet rolls,
and especially gluten free foods, including meals in a
tin. They do not need pasta, rice, tinned baked beans,
soup, vegetables and pulses.

Brenzett, St Eanswith

On Sunday, March 6th there will be evensong at 3pm.
The church does not have regular services, so do come
along and enjoy the atmosphere of this lovely old
church.

Brookland, St Augustine.

There is a community cupboard in the church, which is
open during the day, and free to anyone who feels they
are struggling to buy food. It is supplied by volunteers,
and an initiative of the C/E Primary School in Brookland,
as part of their community efforts to help people not so
fortunate. It is a school project for a year, but it I hoped
it will become a permanent feature, to serve the
community. There is also a bookshop, selling books,
funds for the church. It is on a donation basis.

The next service will be on Sunday, March 13th and will
an Evensong at 6.30pm. On Wednesday, March 16th,
there will be a communion at 6.30pm.

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul.

The church is in need of an organist, so if you, or
anyone you know would be able to help, please get in

touch with any member of the PCC or Rev Chris
Hodgkins on 01797 335003.

There is a bible study, on Thursday afternoons starting
at 1pm, in the church. There will be time of study and
fellowship. Please note the change of day and time.

Refreshments are being served on Sundays and any
volunteers will be very welcome. Many thanks to those
who have already put their names down. Everything is
provided, you only have to bring some fresh milk.

Churches International Day of Prayer. This event is
joined by people from all the world. It used to be called
the Women’s World day of Prayer, but is now open to
all, and the programme and prayers are put together by
the women in various parts of the world. The churches
share it together, and this year it is being held in the
Methodist church in Dymchurch, on Friday, March 4th at
2pm.

Greatstone, St Peter’s.

Every Wednesday, morning there is a drop- in at the
church hall. All ages welcome, for coffee and chat and
there are toddler toys if any parents or carers of
preschool children wished to come. The church hall is
open from 8.30-10.30am.

There are many other activities throughout the week, in
this new facility including the Pebbles dementia café,
and craft groups.

Ivychurch. St George.

There is a meeting of the parish council on February,
24th in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

On Saturday, March 19th in the village Hall, there will be
a village brunch, book the date. (Cancelled from
January 15th) Bacon butties, croissants, orange juice,
football table, and lots of information about village
events. There will be information about the proposed
Community Woodland. Ring Margaret on 01797
344283. Plans are also taking shape for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebration in June.

The Ivychurch Croquet club is doing well, and all things
being equal, the season will begin on Monday, April 4th.
They meet on Mondays and Wednesdays, from
10.30am throughout the season. If you would like to
join, or know more, ring Andrew on 01797 362097.

Lydd, All Saints.

Regular services are continuing at 10.30am on
Sundays. Many events connected with the church, take
place in the Hardy Hall on Skinner road, So see notices
for all the events.

Bell ringing practices take place on Mondays, and new
or returned ringers are always welcome. If you would
like to know more ring Margaret on 01797 367606.

Newchurch St Peter and Paul.

The next fundraiser, a coffee morning and market, will
be on Saturday, April 2nd from 10.30am-12.30pm.

Romney Marsh Community Church, North Street,
New Romney.

Worship has continued on Sunday mornings at
10.30am. Children’s teaching and craft during the
service takes place, for all ages, and all are welcome
to the services, with a combination of old and new
Christian music. The prayer meetings and home
groups have also started again, and the Thursday
morning toddler group. If interested, come along on a
Thursday, meet the team and the people who come. It
meets from 9-11am. The church on North Street is
also the venue for the food bank, see top of article for
more details.

A member of the Junior Church, Seth, aged 7, is going
to do a sponsored cycle ride from Palmarsh to New
Romney to raise money for the desperate plight of
people in Afghanistan. The family sent some money to
the appeal at Christmas, in Lieu of some presents.
When being told that X amount of money would feed a
family, for a week, Seth asked, “what happens after
that week?” so he decided to raise some more money.
If you would like to help, email dad Jim on jim-
brewer@outlook.com.

Snargate, St Dunstan’s.

The next service will be on Sunday, February 27th, and
will be at 9am, and a communion service. Now that
restrictions are being lifted, the PCC are hoping to
organise some concerts this coming summer. St
Dunstans has a heritage of some amazing concerts,
which raise money for this beautiful small church, and
bring a lot of enjoyment.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.

Coming fund raising and social events. Saturday,
February 26th. Pancake coffee morning. 10am.
Monday, February 28th.Bingo in the church hall,
2.30pm. Friday, March 4th, “Cha and cake”. Saturday,
March12th, Sightsavers Coffee morning.

Church Chuckle.

Seen on Freecycle. “Free soul and rubble” New
version of Dr Faustus?(who sold his soul to the devil)

Wit and Wisdom.

You need to stand for something, or you will fall for
everything!

Sandgate Society Archive Team
– H.G. Wells Exhibition 2022 and
Guided Walk
On Saturday 2nd April and Sunday 3rd April, from 10.30am
to 4.00pm, the Sandgate Society Archive Team are holding
an H.G. Wells Exhibition in the Old Fire Station - with
refreshments available in the beautiful listed Reading
Room upstairs.
Recently discovered correspondence
relating to Spade House will be on
display for the first time. At the
exhibition you will be able to view
letters by H. G. Wells, architect C. F.
A. Voysey and Folkestone builder
William Dunk and also documents
from the Sandgate Society archive
files. At the exhibition, there will also
be a beautiful limited edition H. G.
Wells Commemorative Envelope and
Stamp available to buy for £5.00.
There will also be an opportunity to
book onto a Guided Walk, led by Blue
Badge Guide Robert Sissons - where
you will walk in the footsteps of H.G. Wells; explore his
Sandgate and find out more about this fascinating
character. The Guided Walk will take place on Saturday 2nd
April at 2pm and Sunday 3rd April at 2pm - and will
cost £5 including tea/coffee and cake afterwards in the
Reading Room. Please book in advance by either
emailing sandgatesociety@gmail.com or by ringing
Gemma on 07984 694907. There are only twenty places
available on each walk so book early to secure a place
(priority given to society members). If you would like to join
the Sandgate Society
contact: sandgatesociety@gmail.com – more information
about the society can be found online
at: sandgatesociety.com/
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