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Local residents of Hythe
have been asked about
plans to re-develop the
former Aldi Store in the
heart of the town centre.

With a developer planning
to convert the empty town
centre supermarket into a
mix of smaller shops and
apartments.

Many local people have
urged the Town Council to
buy the building and turn it
into a community market,
or smaller shop units. But
the building has remained
empty for 3 years. Despite
being marketed for £2.2

million, some people
thought it would be a good
investment for the town to
own, but eventually the
building was purchased
privately with plans being
drawn up for a multi use
housing and retail units
property developers In5
Group.

Their proposal, described
as Town Square House,
would see some existing
buildings demolished and
other refurbished to allow
the creation of 35 new
homes and seven shops.

The Looker, has had

mixed feedback about the
store, with Peter Robert
telling us: ‘I think it will be
good for the town as long
as some of the flats are
affordable and available for
local first time buyers and
not just sold to the highest
bidder for people from out
of town to buy’.

Sam England, land
director at In5 Group, said:
"Hythe has a strong
reputation as a centre for
family-owned businesses,
especially on the High
Street. As a result we have
included seven new retail
units, with a range of sizes

Fight to
save
local
Butchers

After the sudden closure of
two of the districts most
established butchers, the
fight is on to keep a local
butcher in both Hythe and
Folkestone following the
sudden demise of what was
regarded as one of the most
popular shops in Hythe and
Folkestone.

JC Rooks & Sons made the
shock announcement last
weekend, with many staff
claiming they had no idea
that the business was in
trouble. The Company
which had been trading for
over 50 years was one of
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to accommodate the needs of
independent retailers or healthcare
services. By redeveloping and
repurposing the existing building we
can create 35 one, two and three-
bed apartments, including three
affordable apartments around a
communal garden space, with
private parking.”

The new plans marketed as “Town
Square House” will also create a
new frontage to Bank Street, as an
entrance to some of the flats.

Local town councillors were shown
the plans last Monday and the
reception seems to have had a
mixed view. Some of the main
concerns were voiced over the loss
of town centre car parking, with a
number being given up for residents
of the new development which would
see the existing car park off
Prospect Road redesigned with 42
public spaces, 28 private spaces and

20 electric vehicle charging points.

Cllr Jim Martin told the Looker:
“"Hythe Town Council recently
received a presentation from the
potential developers of the old Aldi
site and car park in Hythe. There are
many pros and cons, as with every
town centre site. HTC Councillors
feel that it is important that the
building should not remain empty
and it should be brought back into
use. The provision of ground floor
retail is very important. They also
feel that the public parking provision
is essential to support the other retail
activity in the Historic High Street in
Hythe. HTC are very happy to
continue the informal consultation
with residents and the developers
and are looking forward to receiving
the planning application in due
course."

The developer has also proposed to
re model the Town Square.

A website for the scheme has been
launched to seek views of people
living locally, and a planning
application is expected to be
submitted to Folkestone and Hythe
District Council soon.

If approval is granted by the
summer, the developers hope to
begin work on site before the end of
the year.

Mr England said: "We recognise that
Hythe is well served by national
supermarket chains, including Aldi,
Iceland, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose.
We believe the repurposing of the
vacant large retail unit into smaller
ones, combined with residential
accommodation, will help sustain the
town’s local economy."

What do you think, is this the right
use of the town centre space ? let
the looker know Email:
Info@thelooker.co.uk
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Cllr Jim Martin says the Council will consult with locals

Kent's oldest and biggest butchers chains was put
into administration, putting more than 130 jobs at risk.

The company was first established more than 55
years ago, opening its first butchers in Dover in 1965.

Local residents of Hythe and Folkestone could not
believe it on Monday morning when the shops failed
to open, with bosses said to have put the business
into administration.

Staff posted on social media stating that they were
‘heartbroken’ and that some of them thought
something might be coming when meat orders failed
to be delivered towards the end of the previous week.
As well as Hythe and Folkestone the firm has outlets
in Broadstairs, Deal, Dover, Gillingham, Herne Bay,
Maidstone, Southfleet, Ramsgate and Sittingbourne.

One of the managers called Dean posted on social
media: "It's a sad day. JC Rook & Sons went into
administration last night. I got a phone call at 8pm
saying we cannot open today or in the future. I am
absolutely heartbroken at this time in writing this, not
just for myself but my fantastic team I had working for
me. In the nearly five years I have been back at the
shop, we as a team have turned it around and moved

it forward.”

He finished by simply saying “Thank you everyone for
your support over the years, you have been
fantastic."

A proper butcher has always been regarded as the
keystone to any local community and as the news
broke, one local company, got in touch with the
receivers to see if anything could be done to try and
keep the shops open.

At the time of going to press, discussions are still
taking place, but a local based company has put a
proposal to not only re-open the Hythe and
Folkestone shops, but hope to employ some of the
staff that have become known as part of the
community.

It is not clear what difficulties have caused Rook's to
fail and no one from the company could be contacted
for a comment.
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Eric to be
honoured at the
Palace
Romney Marsh Litter
Watch founder Eric Brown
is to be honoured at the
Palace of Westminster in
the People Honours

Eric Brown, from Romney
Marsh, Kent is to be
recognised at the Palace
of Westminster with the
prestigious British Citizen
Award (BCA) in
recognition of his
extraordinary endeavours.
The British Citizen Award
in partnership with One
Stop, is now in its eighth
year and recognises
exceptional individuals
who positively impact their
communities throughout
the country.

The January 2022 Presentation has been postponed due to
current Government Guidelines, but Eric will be honoured on
24th March with The British Citizen Award for Services to the
Community and will receive the coveted BCAMedal of
Honour and invited to use the post-nominals BCAc as a
legacy of their achievement.

Despite battling chronic fatigue and taking early retirement
due to ill health, Eric is passionate about giving back to his
community. In 2016, when walking his dog, Eric started to
collect litter he saw on his journey. This inspired Eric to
create Litter Picking Watch Romney Marsh (LPWRM).
Despite his constant health struggles, Eric invested his time
and energy into volunteering in his community and inspiring
others to join him. Together, the group has made a huge
difference keeping the countryside and coastline of the
Romney Marsh and surrounding areas, clear of litter.
LPWRM has now grown to over 1,600 members and
followers on social media.

The LPWRM volunteers are active daily, picking litter,
posting updates of their efforts on social media groups and
joining regular litter picking group sessions, organised by
Eric. In 2020 alone, the team cleared 9,000 bags of litter
from Romney Marsh.

Eric’s tenacious attitude and desire to make a change in his
community has ensured the group has grown from strength
to strength, bringing people together for a common purpose.
Joining events such as the Great British Clean Up and
raising funds to purchase and brand a specially adapted
trailer to both carry the equipment and publicise the group,
Eric also regularly writes a column in the local magazine to
raise awareness and has promoted education events within
local schools in the area.

“This year’s medalists have reminded us of how many
amazing people are supporting our communities, especially
during such a challenging time. At One Stop we serve many
communities across the country, and we know how important
voluntary work is to support those in need. We're proud to be
partnering with the BCA again and to play a small part in
helping each medallist to be recognised. Our congratulations

go to all honourees”,
said Jonny McQuarrie,
from BCA partner One
Stop.

The Medal presentation
will be hosted by TV
presenter Tim Vincent,
and attended by BCA
Patron Dame Mary
Perkins, Founder of
Specsavers, and
Baroness Caroline Cox.
The British Citizen
Award (BCA) was
established in 2015 to
recognise exceptional
individuals who work
tirelessly and selflessly to make a positive impact on their
communities and society. The BCA recognises true
community heroes who would otherwise likely be
overlooked. Dubbed ‘The People’s Honours’, many
recipients have subsequently been selected to receive a
Queen’s Honour after their endeavours have been
recognised with a BCA.

Each medalist has a day to remember befitting their
achievements. At the Palace of Westminster medals will be
presented by Senior Representatives from official partner
One Stop, Places for People, Specsavers, Objective HR and
Experian, who all support this unique programme. Following
this, medalists are treated to an Open Top Lap of Honour
tour before attending a certificate presentation at the
prestigious Church House.

The British Citizen Award is widely viewed as the nation’s
way of recognising extraordinary, everyday people for
exceptional endeavor and are truly representative of today’s
multicultural Britain.

Eric Brown

P&O
sackings
affects
local
employees
Despite being in the next district, the
shock announcement that P&O the
cross channel ferry operator had
‘sacked 800 employees from its
ships, will undoubtedly affect our
district, with over 300 coming from
the Folkestone and Hythe area.

Employees had no idea that their
positions were being brought to an
abrupt halt when P&O's shock
decision to make 800 staff
redundant was announced and has
been vilified across the national
papers front pages as we go to print
with The Looker.

The operator's management have
been accused of 'acting like thugs'
after making the announcement on
a pre-recorded message played out
to employees via zoom call – and
leaving its passengers' travel plans
in chaos as ships were returned to
Dover and laid up in the port’s
Eastern Docks, whilst services were
suspended by the operator.

Many people have asked the
question, how has the company
been allowed to do this, without
consultation with unions and
Government?

When they purchased the company,
they re-registered many of the fleet
in Cyprus, which allows them to
have its human resources
sanctioned under their maritime
policy.

This is common practise with many
shipping and cruise operators, using
offshore registrations for vessels to

allow what owners see as more
‘competitive’ employment terms.

Calls for the ships to be stripped of
their licence for operation out of
British ports have been put forward
to the transport minister Grant
Shapps along with the proposal to
impound ships until the government
and unions have been able to
negotiate a fair redundancy package
for workers.

The company is owned by a
business consortium called DP
World, which is a United Arab
Emirates consortium based in
Dubai. They purchased the
company for £270 million in 2020.
The company invests in transport
and logistic companies.

The company posted revenues of
$10.7 billion dollars in 2020 with
$896 million profits.it also received
over £10 million from the UK
Government in Furlough payments
which MP’s demand should be paid
back before the ships are allowed to
leave port and resume sailing.

P&O Ferries is no longer part of the
company that operates P&O
Cruises, which saw a sudden down
turn in bookings over a 48 hour
period since the news broke about
the redundancy’s.

The Cruise ship company soon
launched a media campaign
distancing itself from its former
business partner.

The Cruise line was part of the
original Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company. In
1977 the company was re-
structured with P&O Cruises along
‘Princess Cruises’ becoming their
own trading company, they were
purchased by the Carnival
Corporation in 2003 and latterly now
run from Southampton by Carnival
UK.

One thing is without doubt, we will
not have heard the last of this
ongoing story. Many local
companies have posted that they
would be interested in taking on a
number of employees from P&O.
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01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS -WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing

Modular
homes
planned for
well known
flood plain
80 new modular houses have been
proposed for a controversial site in
Littlestone, Romney Marsh. The
eco-friendly homes are destined for
empty land that had previously
been given outline planning
permission, despite a big fight by
both Town Councillors and District
Councillors, who protested against
the decision.

Despite getting the outline
planning, the developer decided to
flip the site to a new developer,
who hopes to get full planning
permission and install the modular
homes on the nine acre plot off

Victoria Road in Littlestone, with
the scheme also including three
acres of open space and wetland
which will be dedicated to wildlife.

It is thought that the modular
homes which are built indoors in a
factory, before being transported to
their new location, where a builder
assembles them are being trailed in
the district with a view to
establishing more similar builds
across the district, with the main
benefit being that they are eco-
friendly, quicker to build and low in
costs.

Subject to planning permission, the
scheme plans to deliver 80
affordable homes for shared
ownership and social rent and
comprise a range of two, three and
four bed homes. The scheme is
being put forward by developer
Legal & General Modular Homes in
partnership with Town & Country
Housing.

Finished modular homes in Selby,
which were produced by Legal &
General Modular Homes. Selby is
also one of the largest
manufacturers of Modular static

Homes and luxury caravans.

The land has already been acquired by the developers,
with planning permission expected to be submitted to
Folkestone and Hythe District Council soon. But local
residents are upset that the land owners have already
started preparing the site and have been seen
removing trees before the application has even come
before the council. Many of the trees are along the
boundary of the land and could act as a natural shield
between the current residents, who have contacted The
Looker to share their dismay at the removal of the
trees.

One of the main concerns to the development is that
the site would be accessed by a singular small road
from Victoria road. The road already is sometimes
blocked off in the summer, when tourist park on
pavements and make it impossible for buses or
emergency vehicles to pass.

The site is also well known as a site that is prone to
flooding, which is why the land has never been used for
crops and just grazing land.

Amember of the local resident’s association has
contacted The Looker and said: “These buildings will
look like a shanty town; they are just prefabs covered in
embossed brick paper they look horrendous on the
plan. And whilst we are not against affordable housing,
we do not want a ghetto estate on our doorstep.”

The plans seem to go against the councils own place
policy of mixed communities and not massing large
estates of a single sector of housing together. As we go
to print there is no application yet before the planning

committee.

Rosie Toogood, from Legal & General Modular Homes,
said: “We are delighted to have partnered with Town &
Country Housing again to deliver more affordable,
highly-sustainable homes, set within green open
spaces and at the heart of a well-connected local
community.

"Through modular construction, we are able to deliver
all of this and in half the time of traditional methods.

“We are excited to start working with the planning
authority to deliver a scheme that meets local
requirements and that will showcase the part modular
can play in helping the UK to Build Back Better.”

The factory is in Yorkshire where the homes are built.
Colin Lissenden, development director at Town &
Country Housing added: "After launching our pilot
scheme at Westwood Acres in Broadstairs, we’re
extremely proud to be delivering further on our
commitment to sustainable housing provision by
partnering with Legal & General Modular Homes for the
second time in a year.

"Modern construction methods offer a huge range of
benefits to developer, resident and community alike,
and we look forward to continuing to deliver more
affordable, environmentally-friendly homes in Kent."

Legal & General’s modular housing factory in Yorkshire
is the largest in the UK.With capacity to produce 3,000
homes annually, it employs 500 people and operates
an academy for apprentices.

RAY JEPPS HAS HIS SAY…. PAGE 18

Artist impression of what the development will look like

Houses Under Construction in the selby
factory
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster

www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest
Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

On 11 March I visited Napier Barracks in Folkestone,
along with the Leader of Folkestone and Hythe District
Council, Cllr David Monk. We were given a tour of
improvements made to the facilities for the three
hundred asylum claimants who are resident there. The
Barracks is being used as a temporary facility to
accommodate men who have claimed asylum in the
UK, and who have no underlying health conditions.
Women, children and families are accommodated
elsewhere by the Home Office. The maximum stay at
the barracks is now ninety days, and significant
improvements have been made to the facilities
available. I am grateful for all of the work that has been
done, particularly from local charities, to support the
asylum claimants resident there, and to prepare them
for life in the UK, should their claim be successful. The
accommodation at Napier is basic, but it is warm and
dry and provides decent meals, as well as proper
laundry and cleaning facilities. As readers of this
column will know, I was against the use of Napier
Barracks as asylum accommodation, and I have not
changed my view on that. I would like to see the end of
the use of this temporary facility as soon as possible.
However, along with the District Council, we said from
the start that we would do all we could to provide
practical support to the Home Office for use of the
barracks, and to the asylum claimants who are
accommodated there.

There has been an overwhelming response from Kent
residents who have offered to open their homes to
provide shelter to Ukrainians who have escaped the
war in their country. Men of fighting age are required to
stay in Ukraine to support their nation’s valiant
resistance to the Russian invasion, and those leaving
are overwhelmingly older citizens, as well as women
and children. It is right that we do all we can to support
the people of Ukraine, both in their war of self-defence,
and to provide shelter to those that need it. The
Russian military is increasingly targeting residential
areas, including now in the west of the country, and we
will never forget President Putin’s barbarous and
unprovoked assault of this peaceful nation. We all
hope that the current peace talks will succeed and that
a ceasefire can be established. However, it must be
clear that Putin has failed to gain any advantage from
this campaign and that reparations would be due to
Ukraine for the losses they have sustained.

I was saddened to learn of the passing of Sir William
Fittall following a short illness. Sir William was a
compassionate man who contributed greatly to public
life throughout his career and was deeply committed to
helping those experiencing hardship, particularly
through his work as the Chair of Trustees at the
Folkestone Rainbow Centre. He also served the
Church of England, as Secretary General of the
Archbishops Council. My thoughts are with his friends
and family at this time of grief and loss. May rest in
peace.

Gary takes aid
into his own
hands
Local DJ Gary Firmager, was so shocked by the
atrocities that were being reported daily on our TV
screens, so much so that he took matters into his own
hands and arranged to collect and distribute much
needed aid to the people who needed it in Ukraine.

Gary, who works as an ambulance driver and is well
known across the South East as ‘Olas Boss’ and Dj’s
with his ‘Upsetter Sound System’ decided that he just
could not sit back and watch people suffering.

Gary told The Looker: “I have been very fortunate to
have travelled all around the world and know that
there is a lot of conflict and wars, but what hit home to
me was the fact that, not only was this on our own
doorstep, but the main people it was effecting was the
women and children, who had been made to flee their
homes all because of this pointless war.”

Gary launched his own independent appeal on social
media and was very soon inundated with not only
items to deliver, which he was very specific about what
he was able to take.

Gary said how amazed he was with the support not
just from the local community, but explained that he
had some amazing donations to help cover his costs
of travelling to the Polish Ukraine border (over £1000).

Mr Firmager, used to run a very popular ‘West Ham
Fanzine’ was amazed when some of his Hammers
supporters found out about his trip, they very quickly
arranged a collection to help cover the costs of not only
this trip, but the two further trips.

Gary explained that he has collected enough aid to make
two more trips. As we go to print (on Sunday) Gary was
again on his way back to the Ukrainian boarder with his
second of three planned trips.

On the first trip he took a friend Craig Pierson to help
share the driving on the 2,600 mile round trip. This time
he is travelling alone.

During the trip after dropping off over 70 boxes of aid he
then went to one of the entry points into Poland near
Przemysl the crossing point closest to Lviv, which we
have seen on our news bulletins. Gary explained: “The
reason I went there was because I also brought with me
bags full of sweets and some cuddly toys and I just
wanted to personally gift these to some of the children as
they crossed the border, these kids had nothing but the
clothes on their back and being able to just give them
something to try and show them some humanity from
their friends in the UK made it all very real for me, I will
live with those images for the rest of my life.”

Whilst Gary and Craig were at the border, they were
seen with TV’s Judge Robert Rinder, who was not only
reporting back to the UK on the human price of war, but
also trying to find family members who he wanted to
bring back to the UK.



battery, comes from the Congo. Their mines have no pollution
controls, and they employ children who die from handling this
toxic material. Should we factor in these diseased kids as part
of the cost of driving an electric car?"

I'd like to leave you with these thoughts. California is building
the largest battery in the world near San Francisco, and they
intend to power it from solar panels and windmills. They claim
this is the ultimate in being 'green,' but it is not. This
construction project is creating an environmental disaster. Let
me tell you why.

The main problem with solar arrays is the chemicals needed
to process silicate into the silicon used in the panels. To make
pure enough silicon requires processing it with hydrochloric
acid, sulphuric acid, nitric acid, hydrogen fluoride,
trichloroethane, and acetone. In addition, they also need
gallium, arsenide, copper-indium-gallium- diselenide, and
cadmium-telluride, which also are highly toxic. Silicon dust is a
hazard to the workers, and the panels cannot be recycled.

Windmills are the ultimate in embedded costs and
environmental destruction. Each weighs 1688 tons (the
equivalent of 23 houses) and contains 1300 tons of concrete,
295 tons of steel, 48 tons of iron, 24 tons of fiberglass, and the
hard to extract rare earths neodymium, praseodymium, and
dysprosium. Each blade weighs 81,000 pounds and will last
15 to 20 years, at which time it must be replaced. We cannot
recycle used blades.

There may be a place for these technologies, but you must
look beyond the myth of zero emissions.

"Going Green" may sound like the Utopian ideal but when you
look at the hidden and embedded costs realistically with an
open mind, you can see that Going Green is more destructive
to the Earth's environment than meets the eye, for sure.

So whats the Answer?

Simple, build new nuclear in the short term, Hydrogen in the
long term and now we know most of the anti fracking
propaganda was spun from Russia, keen for us to buy their
gas, frack for gas too.

I would love to know your thoughts. But think twice before you
think battery power is the future!
Email: david@thelooker.co.uk
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‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants

Makes you think
about going
green

By David Wimble

I have come in for a bit of stick over my recent article
about how green is green. So when I was laid up in bed
for a week with covid, I had chance to do a bit more
reasearch. If you don’t believe what I say. Check the
facts for yourself…

Batteries, they do not make electricity – they store
electricity produced elsewhere, primarily by coal,
uranium, natural gas-powered plants, or diesel-fueled
generators. So, to say an EV is a zero-emission vehicle
is not at all valid.

Also, since fifty percent of the electricity generated in
the around the world is from coal-fired plants, it follows
that fifty percent of the EVs on the road are coal-
powered, do you see?"

Einstein's formula, E=MC2, tells us it takes the same
amount of energy to move a five-thousand-pound petrol
or diesel driven car a mile as it does an electric one.
The only question again is what produces the power?
To reiterate, it does not come from the battery; the
battery is only the storage device, like a gas tank in a
car.

There are two orders of batteries, rechargeable, and
single-use. The most common single-use batteries are
A, AA, AAA, C, D. 9V, and lantern types. Those dry-cell
species use zinc, manganese, lithium, silver oxide, or
zinc and carbon to store electricity chemically. Please
note they all contain toxic, heavy metals.

Rechargeable batteries only differ in their internal
materials, usually lithium-ion, nickel-metal oxide, and
nickel-cadmium. The United States uses three billion of
these two battery types a year, and most are not
recycled; they end up in landfills. California is the only
state which requires all batteries be recycled. If you

throw your small, used batteries in the rubbish bin, here
is what happens to them.

All batteries are self-discharging. That means even
when not in use, they leak tiny amounts of energy. You
have likely ruined a flashlight or two from an old,
ruptured battery. When a battery runs down and can no
longer power a toy or light, you think of it as dead; well,
it is not. It continues to leak small amounts of electricity.
As the chemicals inside it run out, pressure builds
inside the battery's metal casing, and eventually, it
cracks. The metals left inside then ooze out. The ooze
in your ruined flashlight is toxic, and so is the ooze that
will inevitably leak from every battery in a landfill. All
batteries eventually rupture; it just takes rechargeable
batteries longer to end up in the landfill.

In addition to dry cell batteries, there are also wet cell
ones used in automobiles, boats, and motorcycles. The
good thing about those is, ninety percent of them are
recycled. Unfortunately, we do not yet know how to
recycle single-use ones properly.

But that is not half of it. For those of you excited about
electric cars and a green revolution, I want you to take
a closer look at batteries and also windmills and solar
panels. These three technologies share what we call
environmentally destructive production costs.

A typical EV battery weighs one thousand pounds,
about the size of a large suitcase. It contains twenty-
five pounds of lithium, sixty pounds of nickel, 44
pounds of manganese, 30 pounds cobalt, 200 pounds
of copper, and 400 pounds of aluminium, steel, and
plastic. Inside are over 6,000 individual lithium-ion cells.

It should concern you that all those toxic components
come from mining. For instance, to manufacture each
EV auto battery, you must process 25,000 pounds of
brine for the lithium, 30,000 pounds of ore for the
cobalt, 5,000 pounds of
ore for the nickel, and
25,000 pounds of ore
for copper. All told, you
dig up 500,000 pounds
of the earth's crust for
just - one - battery."

Sixty-eight percent of
the world's cobalt, a
significant part of a

How ‘Green’ do you think this Cobalt Mine is?
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Members of Romney Marsh Morris, hand over cheque to Matt Crittenden on behalf of the whole station

Vicky Morgan, new Lifeboat
Operations Manager

World Class
Skate Park
prepares to open
its doors
The long awaited F51 skate park and urban sports
centre in Folkestone plans to open early next month
after several years of delay and the world's first
purpose-built, multi-storey skate park will finally open
to the public.

The exciting new centre has caused a storm
internationally within the extreme sports fraternity
when it was announced in 2015, the F51 urban sports
centre in Folkestone will be home to three skating
floors, the tallest climbing wall in the south east and
the world's first suspended concrete skating bowls.

The centre's operator, The Sports Trust, has revealed
that the striking building will officially open on April 4.
The project has been beset by challenges as the
complexity of the build, and the impact of external
events such as Brexit and the pandemic, caused the
opening date to slip back time and time again.

With skateboarding coming back to the forefront of
modern culture, with demonstration events and
increasing since its introduction at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics that due to the covid outbreak actually took
place last July and August.

Thousands of Skateboards along with all important
knee and elbow protectors increased over 70 % in the
past 24 months, as dare devils of all ages practice
their tricks such as ‘Ollie’ ‘Nollie’ ‘Shuvit’ Frontside
180’s ‘Kickflips’ and ‘heelflips’. (yes I had no idea
what they were either, ed!)

Alex Frost, the F51 project officer, said: "After a series
of unfortunate delays, we are proud and excited to
announce the imminent launch of F51. This multi-
action sports facility is both revolutionary for not only

the local scene, but for skate park and climbing
enthusiasts all over the UK. F51 will solidify
Folkestone's place within the global skateboarding
and climbing scene."

The Sports Trust, previously known as the Shepway
Sports Trust, is determined to ensure the new facility -
which is likely to attract visitors from around the world
- is also accessible to young people locally and have
introduced a low-cost membership for under-16s at
the charity's partner schools in the Folkestone and
Hythe district will grant them after-school access to
the skatepark floors once a week, from Monday to
Thursday in term time, for just £1 a month.

The bowl floor, located on the first level, features two
suspended concrete bowls, while on the two upper
floors the street and flow floors are designed for both
beginners and experienced skaters to practise street
and transition skating.

A boxing gym will be home to the Folkestone Amateur
Boxing Club, while climbers will be able to test their
skills on the tallest wall in the region.

Dan Hulme, chief executive of The Sports Trust, said:
"We are incredibly honoured that The Roger De Haan
Charitable Trust has gifted this world-class building to
The Sports Trust and we are excited to bring this
extraordinary venue to life. As a charity that has been
working in Folkestone for over eight years to create
inclusive and inspiring environments for people to
love sport, we are confident that F51 will bring
enviable opportunities and experiences to local
people for generations to come."

Watch out, there
are Fuel thieves
about
With increasing fuel prices across the country, Car
and home owners are being warned that they could
be targeted, by unscrupulous fuel thefts.

In recent weeks, reports of cars having fuel
syphoned from tanks have been rife on social media.

The biggest problem is that for many it is not
immediately apparent that the fuel has been taken.

Home heating fuel is also something to watch out for,
with the cost of filling some home heating tanks
going up massively in a matter of a few weeks.

Some people have filled up at the beginning of the
year with some tanks being 1500 litres and prices
going over which this time last year cost £600 and
now the same fuel costing a whopping£1,320 with no
sign of it going back down anytime soon.

Home owners who live in rural areas, without piped
gas supplies, have been warned that fuel thieves are
striking and should make sure that tanks are
securely locked.
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International
Women's Day
Break the Bias
Happy International Women’s Day 2022, a great
opportunity to reconvene and celebrate all that
women are and what we can achieve. The theme for
2022 is Break the Bias and we celebrated in style.
Welcoming guests, Mayoress Janet Thomas stated it
was good to be back at Littlestone Golf Club. The
ladies welcomed their distinguished guest The Lady
Colgrain, Her Majesty The Queen’s personal and
official representative in our County and guest
speaker. Lady Colgrain took up her role as the first
female Lord-Lieutenant of Kent in April 2020, having
been Deputy Lieutenant since 2012.

Lady Colgrain delivered an empowering speech
outlining the challenges women have faced in order to
Break the Bias and work towards gender equality.
Using her own life experience she reminded us -
Rewind back to the 1950s and 60s where women
were expected to take positions as secretaries and
bank clerks. University and further education were the
privilege of the few. But women are a force to be
reckoned with. . . . Feminist movements evolved, The
Women’s Liberation Movement was born, it sought to
free women from oppression and male supremacy.
Slowly the world started to change – women aspired
to higher education, cultural changes happened,
childcare became more accessible, consequently
women were able to access previously denied roles in
the professions, industry and business. Slowly the
world opened its doors and recognised the powerful
and positive force women represent. It became
possible for women to shatter The Glass Ceiling and
secure leading roles in their working lives, numbers of
women holding top posts slowly increased across the
board:- Government, law, emergency services,
engineering, technology, business, health & social
care, education, charity and voluntary sectors to
name a few. Further enlightenment is still needed but
progress is being made. In conclusion we celebrate
Lady Colgrain as a pioneer of women’s empowerment
and recognise and celebrate all the amazing women
in our local community and the wider world.

IWD celebrates
women and
their
achievements in
all walks of life.
Together we
represent a
super power,
women who
never stop
trying to make life better. . . Women are strong and
we remember especially the women of Ukraine who
are currently facing and dealing with unimaginable
situations. Remaining positive in the face of
adversity. Doing Just what women do – getting on

with life and striving to
make things better,
they prayed for a swift
and positive outcome
for all the Ukranian
people. A raffle,
organised by the
Explorers from 1st
New Romney Scout
Group raised £413 for
Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline, which will be used to
provide much needed aid in the Ukraine.

In celebration of our local heroes Mayoress Janet
appealed for nominations for the Pride of New
Romney Awards – we all know an individual/group

who makes a huge difference in our local community.
Please do recognise that achievement – further
details and nomination forms are available from New
Romney Town Council website – deadline 31st March
2022.

www.newromney-tc.gov.uk/
Pride_of_New_Romney_30923.aspx

Huge thanks to all the inspiring ladies who attended
the celebration and supported each other including
students from the Marsh Academy, 1st New Romney
Scout Group; Littlestone Golf Club staff, Susan
Pilcher- photographer and the New Romney Town
Council staff especially Sue Hall, who master minded
the event.

Thank you to everyone for your continued support
Janet Thomas – Mayoress, New Romney.

Dymchurch
Festival gets
Lottery boost
Turn The Tide Festival organisers are celebrating after
receiving £3,100 in National Lottery funding.

Organisers of this year’s Turn The Tide Festival based
in Dymchurch, are celebrating today after being
awarded £3,100 in funding from The National Lottery
Community Fund, the largest funder of community
activity in the UK.

Festival organisers will use their funding to bring a
weekend of free music, dance,
drama, comedy and art to
Dymchurch on Saturday 22nd
and Sunday 23rd October.

This new National Lottery
funding will ensure that people
across the Romney Marsh can
benefit from a wide range of
interactive experiences

including classical music, drumming workshops,
comedians, poets and a Community Arts Studio with
drop-in workshops.

Organiser Corrine Crawford said “Turn The Tide
Festival aims to bring people across the Romney
Marsh communities together – it’s a chance to
experience something different, make new friends and
have some fun! After such a tumultuous couple of
years it’s wonderful to be involved in organising
something so positive for our community - this grant
will really make a difference.”

National Lottery players raise over £30 million a week
for good causes across the UK. The National Lottery
Community Fund distributes a share of this to projects
to support people and communities to prosper and
thrive. During the pandemic, in 2020 alone, The
National Lottery Community Fund distributed almost £1
billion to charities and community organisations across
the UK.

Due to Covid, Editors word will be back in the next edition
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Hythe Festival
News
Dear Resident of Hythe,
Since the early 1990s Hythe has held a very
successful biennial festival, alternating with the
Venetian Fete, though there was no festival held
in 2020 owing to the Covid pandemic.

The Venetian Fete is to take place in August this
year and consideration is being given to
organising a festival to be held in the Summer of
2023: if this is going to take place, planning
needs to begin in the Summer of this year.

The festival has always proved to be popular with
local people and it has attracted
visitors to the town from further
afield. It is not profit making but
generates income for
businesses in the town.

We need to address
the basic question -
does Hythe want to
hold a festival in
2023?

If so, we need to
put together a team
to plan the various
events, to manage
them on the day, to
promote them and
to secure
sponsorship.

It is proposed to
hold a meeting at 7
p.m. on Thursday
7th April in the
Hythe Sports & Social club on St Leonard’s Road
to canvass views and to ascertain whether or not
there is sufficient enthusiasm and enough
volunteers to organise a festival.

All are welcome and members of the team who
have organised the festival in the past will be on
hand to give everyone a clear picture of what is
involved.

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

Yours faithfully,

Dennis Bradley, BEM DL
President of the Hythe Festival Committee.

By the
Marsh Makers

Saturday
2nd April 2022
10am to 2pm 

Hand Made crafts like Sea Art, Jewellery, 
Crochet Knitted and Sewing items, Gifts, Wood 
Carvings,  Cards and Preserves and lots more

Beverages available too

Free Parking and Free Entry

St Peter’s Hall, Roberts Road, 
Greatstone, TN28 8RG

Easter
Craft Fair

Church Approach, 
New Romney, 

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?
 

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:



A story of
Contempt
They just don’t care
By Ray Jepps

Planners continue to show complete
contempt for the New Romney town
council and residents of the Romney
Marsh.

In 2016 F&HDC Planning quietly issued
a development strategy for consultation.
One development proposal in particular
was for the flood plain at the end of a
narrow single access street (Victoria
Road West) for up to 70 dwellings.
KCC’s own planning guidance states
that single access developments should
be limited to a maximum of 50
dwellings, but F&HDC Planning don’t
care about their own rules and guidance
or the safety criteria used to support
such guidance.

The Romney town council unanimously
rejected the proposal for this site. Over
800 residents returned a petition against
the development of this particular parcel
of land. F&HDC Planners ignored all the
detailed and serious floors in the
proposal and once again displayed a
whole new level of contempt for Town
council and residents alike increasing
the proposal to 80!

Once again it was rejected by the town
council and residents with a detailed
submission of Bonafede reasons why
this land should not be developed. Not a
NIMBY objection for the sake of it, but
based on public safety concerns, flood
risk to existing residents, traffic
volumes, infrastructure capacity, impact
on public services and the inability of
Dr’s Surgery’s to meet the needs of the
existing population. But they once again
demonstrated that F&HDC Planners
just don’t care.

In 2018 the updated strategy proposal
was issued for consultation. In
considering residents and town councils
objections F&HDC Planners response
was to maintain the increased number
of properties proposed at 80! 30 more
than their own guidance on single
access developments.

Once again the town council and
residents unanimously objected to this
particular development within the
strategy and again were totally ignored.

While in lockdown an application for
outline planning permission for this land
was submitted. Just 3 minutes was
allocated for representations. That 3
minute slot was given to a local
business which also objected.
Residents’ despite (or because of) their
strong reviews were not allowed to
make a representation.

Despite a majority of the planning
committee members speaking against
the proposal echoing residents’
concerns, because planners assured
them all ticks were in the boxes and
they had no technical basis for voting
against 4 members abstained, 2 had
the courage of their convictions and
voted against 4 voted in favour. In reality
this was passed by a minority and yet
residents will have to live with
consequences.

The original developer quickly realised
how impractical a site it was to develop
with quality construction and
immediately sold it on.

The new developer has made a
proposal which removed the provision
of a children’s play area, fill in nearly all
the drainage dykes and raises ground
level by up to a metre to protect the new
development from flooding at the
expense of existing residents.

Kent County
Council has
recently published
a climate change
emergency policy
and statement.
Within that they
forecast over the
next decade up to
a 25% increase in
extreme rainfall
and weather
events. The
properties in
Queens Road that
back onto this field
rely on those
dykes for their
land to drain off
onto. Even then in
some extreme wet
autumns over
recent years some
properties have
had their gardens
flooded right up to
their door
thresholds.

In the event these
dykes are filled in
and this
development goes
ahead as
proposed the run

off will be back into their properties and
down into Victoria Road West.

Contrary to the head of F&HDC
Planning’s assurances to the resident’s
association that there would be a mix of
housing types and style the proposal
has no badly needed bungalows,
exceptionally flimsy cheap housing
styles that are designed purely to
maximise the number of properties and
bedrooms in the quest for maximum
profit.

Despite numerous phone calls, and
emails to the planning dept asking for
updates on any amendments, when this
will go to committee and for assurances
that resident’s concerns will be
addressed there has been no response.

Now without any warning or contact with
us from either planning or the
developer, we awoke to chainsaws
cutting down every single tree on the
land. One can only assume they have
been given the nod that they will get
their permission even though it hasn’t
yet been presented to the elected
members of the F&HDC planning
committee. As has become the norm,
when a local councillor emailed for an
explanation and update he appears to
also have been ignored. They just don’t
care!
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Development
starts in
Sandgate
Wooded Area

Jan Holben

It’s been a while coming – but notice
to temporarily close HF8 PROW
(public right of way) for a maximum
of six months has been posted at
various places in Sandgate, by
KCC.

Many concerned residents on social
media spotted the notices almost
immediately, and will be keeping a
close watch to see how the ‘works’
progress.

There is some considerable recent
history behind this first sign that
development will take place on the
wooded escarpment. It started back
in 2010 or even earlier when it was
realised the John Forge who owned
part of the wooded escarpment
submitted planning documents to
the local authority which included:
“redirecting of footpaths, building of
five houses and a road and adding
garages to ‘authentically’ restore the
two Martello Towers, with removal of
all trees between the two Martello
Towers to create a ‘site line’.

Up to this point most locals had
believed the land to be owned by
MOD, with permissive rights for
anyone to walk over the wooded
area. And it was indeed a very
popular walking area for local
people and more serious walkers
too were often see hiking along the
paths with their maps in hand. It
therefore came as a bit of a shock to
find it being considered for
development – and Sandgate locals
were very much NOT in favour of it.

An application was quickly
submitted to Kent County Council to
give this area Village Green status –
citing that locals had used the area
for recreational activities for
decades – sadly the application was
turned down.

And then nothing happened for
some time, and it was hoped that
perhaps John Forge had realised
how unpopular the development
was, and had given up on the idea.

This was wishful thinking because
come 2018 the land was back on
the market – but this time Sandgate
Parish Council decided to take
action, and quickly put together a
plan to buy the land.

The parish council plan included
protecting the woodland from
development and making it
available for all to enjoy, and also
included work necessary to make
the two Martello Towers safe from
further erosion – all possible without
the need to build luxury houses.

The plan was workable – but
importantly before jumping into
action, the Parish Council needed to
find out if this was what local people
wanted.

To assess local peoples thoughts on
this public presentations were
arranged to tell local people what
was being proposed and to give
them an opportunity to ask
questions. These public
presentations were incredibly well
attended, standing room only. And
the mood overall from the
presentations was that the plan was
very well supported.

The public presentations were
followed by a Sandgate wide
referendum – with a plain and
simple question: "Are you in
FAVOUR of the Parish Council
going ahead with the SANDGATE
WOODSAND MARTELLO
TOWERS PROJECT which will
increase the precept (Parish Council
element of the Council Tax) from
April 2019 by £9.75 per annum or
19p per week for a Band D property
(and other bands pro-rata) to pay off

the PWLB loan?".

The referendum gave a very clear
YES – and Sandgate Parish Council
passed a resolution:

To seek the approval of the
Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local
Government to apply for a fixed rate
PWLB loan (public works loan
board) of £500,000 up to 50 years
for the land purchase on which
stand the Martello Towers. essential
repair works to the Martello Towers;
and a “sinking fund” for urgent
repairs within the first three years.

Meanwhile, negotiation were
concluded with John Forge with a
£10,000 reduction in price agreed –
and the Parish Council moved
forward to implement the decision to
purchase the site at the price of
£345,000 subject to contract, and
put the necessary finances in place.

Sadly that wasn’t the end of the
story – and in September 2019 the
owner of the Escarpment and
Martello Towers 5 & 6 went back on
his agreement to sell the area to the
Parish Council and instead he sold
the land to a developer at a higher
price.

Again, not much happened for a
couple of years – bringing us right
up to date and now there are signs
that work will shortly commence.

The PROW which is to be
temporarily closed is accessed from
Military Road, going up the wooded
slope close to one of the Martello
Towers – the notice states that ‘an
alternative route will be available
and will be signed for the duration of
the closure’. It is thought that the
closure is required so that a site
compound can be created in the
vicinity of where new houses are
proposed to be built, this will be
followed by the creation of an
access road up to the area being
developed.

Local people on social media
expressed dismay saying they “hate
the idea of the woods becoming
houses” and it will make “a busy
Military Road even more dangerous
than it already is“. Although some
mentioned the positive of two
Martello Towers being ‘saved’ -
many were suspicious that once the
luxury homes were built that the two
Martellos might not get the (very
expensive) work necessary to ‘save’
them.
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R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed
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Brenzett
Aeronautical
Museum
by Russell Tillson

The place Brenzett appears in
the Domesday Book of 1086
as Brensete. The name is thought
to mean 'burnt house' in Old
English. Here you will find the
Romney Marsh Wartime Collection
which incorporates the Brenzett
Aeronautical Museum, an
independent Trust ‘dedicated to the
memory of those living and dead,
friend or foe, who served their
country during wartime’. Located in
Ivychurch Road in Brenzett, the
museum is some five miles from
Dungeness and occupies former
WW2 buildings on what was a 300-
acre site of flat marshland
developed as an advanced landing
ground which opened as RAF
Brenzett as part of RAF Fighter
Command in September 1943. The
first aircraft to use the base were
Spitfire IXs of 122 Squadron, later
joined by 129 Squadron, who used
it to relieve pressure on their home
airfield of RAF Kingsnorth five miles
to the north, and probably including
surviving pilots from the Battle of
Britain. It became known locally as
the Ivychurch Airstrip.

Two crossed Sommerfeld Track
metal runways were initially built,
eventually followed by five Blister
hangars, with accommodation for
personnel, with ALGs being limited
to a tented camp. The airfield was
not used to support the D-Day
landings but in 1944 it was used by
the three squadrons of No. 133
Wing, two of them Polish – 306 and
315. They flew North American
Mustangs to operate primarily
against V-1 flying bombs and
destroyed a significant number of
these missiles. Other less routine

missions carried out included
escorting Coastal Command Bristol
Beaufighters on a shipping strike
near Norway, while the Wing also
became involved in Operation
Market, the airborne element of
Operation Market Garden, escorting
transport aircraft and gliders to
Arnhem. The USAAF had also
designated the airfield as its Station
Number 438 but no American
aircraft were ever based at
Brenzett.

Eventually the Wing’s Nos 129, 306
and 315 Squadrons left for Andrews
Field in October 1944 and in
December the airfield was
derequisitioned, with the land
quickly returning to agricultural use.
All that remains of the airfield today
are a tiny number of giveaway gaps
in fields and minor concrete bridges.
Brenzett Aeronautical Museum
opened in 1972 close to the site of
the airfield in buildings that had
formerly been used by the Women’s
Land Army. Indeed, a section of the
exhibits there features a display
about the WLA and the work they
did on local farms while a battle
raged above their heads. The
museum, a registered charity, is (I
believe) open from Good Friday
until the last weekend of October. It
contains many artifacts of the era
and is run by volunteers, with all
donations going towards its upkeep.
These donations can also take the
form of hardware, the last being an
aircraft machine gun with live ammo
‘up the spout’ and caught in the nets
of a local fishing boat.

The Romney Marsh Wartime
Collection is a unique collection of
wartime equipment, various remains
recovered from combat aircraft
crash sites in the surrounding area
and memorabilia collected and
donated to the Museum since its
formation. It focuses mainly upon
the second world war but there are
also exhibits from other aeroplanes.
The exhibits are from both sides
and the trust’s aim is to recognise
the contributions that all made for

their respective countries. In the
collection there are several wrecks
of WW2 aircraft, a Link Trainer and
Spitfire engine, and one of the
largest Bomb Disposal equipment
displays in the country. Outside the
building on display are a Barnes
Wallis Dam Buster Bomb, a replica
Spitfire, a de Havilland Vampire T.11
and an English Electric
Canberra B.2 and a rare Percival
Prentice, all in various states of
disrepair. These and many other
interesting features are well worth a
visit.

The museum has survived the
coronavirus and reopened in 2021,
with a three-day wartime re-
enactment festival. While it was
closed, members devoted a great
deal of time to the task of upgrading
the museum. Internal display areas
have been altered or revamped,
and a start was made on the major

restoration work needed on the
aircraft exhibits outside. Links with
other museums have been
extended, while the museum now
has a social media profile. It relies
on volunteers, members, and
supporters, many of whom live
overseas and maintain a connection
established by family members who
served here during the second
world war.

The sacrifice of the airmen of the
Royal Air Force in the skies above
the Museum in the conflict that
raged above the heads of those
living in this area is reflected in
Churchill’s immortal words: “Never
in the field of human conflict was so
much owed by so many to so few”.
The debt we owe lives on in the
tangled wreckage and items
retrieved from crash sites on show
in the Museum. It is fitting that those
airmen who fought and died are
remembered here.

Current Entry Fees are: Adults:
£5.00 Concessions:
£3.00 Under 16's: Free

African Exodus

There has been a stirring way down south in Africa for
some time now as the primal biological clock ingrained in
the DNA of millions of small birds prompts them to head
north again to the lands of their birth - spring migration is
underway for another year.

For many species the journey north is fraught with
hazards and only the fittest and most fortunate will
survive the trip. Ahead of them lay the natural dangers
that are a given when crossing deserts, mountains and
seas, often at night time and in unpredictable weather.
Their ancestors have been flying these airways for
countless millennia which has enabled migrant birds to
evolve and to deal with the rigours of such obstacles.

And then there is the unnatural human gauntlet of
hunters and trappers laying in wait along the way which
continues to exist across many parts of continental
Europe despite the madness. and in most cases the
illegality, of killing adult birds heading to their breeding
grounds in springtime. Little wonder then that each

season fewer and fewer migrants seem to make it back
to northern Europe, while those that do are having to
rapidly adjust to a much-changed landscape from even a
generation ago.

So, why do millions of birds undertake the risky
business of migration? The fundamental reason can be
traced back in history in one form or another to climate
which is inexorably linked to food supply. The coming of
the northern summer with its long daylight hours unlocks
a vast source of seasonal invertebrate food; high energy
fuel for both hungry adults and growing youngsters to
exploit.

Even for a cynical old birder such as myself the thrill of
seeing one`s first true summer migrant never dims. Be it
an early Wheatear sat atop a rusting winch on
Dungeness beach or a tiny Sand Martin flitting over a
gravel pit lake hawking for insects one sunny afternoon, I
continue to be awe-struck when considering the journey
they have undertaken to arrive safely on our shores. And
as for the Wheatear its worth remembering that their trek
may not be over, as while a handful still breed on the
shingle cuspate at Dungeness the majority will push
inland to the moorlands of northern Britain and beyond,
with some individuals flying as far north as the tundra
lands above the Arctic circle.

Other early pathfinders to have crossed the narrow sea
that is the English Channel this month includes the first
Swallows and Chiffchaffs. While the latter species now
winters in small numbers across our region the breeding
population is swollen by migrants moving up from the
Mediterranean Basin. The Chiffchaff is one our most
numerous and widespread summer visitors and by late
April can be heard delivering its distinctive two-tone song
in woodlands everywhere.

Two early spring passage migrants to look out for this
month are the Firecrest and Black Redstart. The stripey
headed `crest is a lover of dense scrub and evergreens
where it seeks out small invertebrates and is often
initially located by a high pitched `zit` call. In contrast the
redstart is far more obvious as it sits out in the open,
particularly the male with its black plumage, white wing
flash and shimmering red tail. Buildings and walls around
the old lighthouse and power station at Dungeness is the
go-to place for a good chance of seeing this bird locally.

However, both species can and do occur in gardens,
particularly along the Marsh coastline, so keep a keen
eye out as either one would be a prize find.

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688
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Jam on theMarsh
introduces its
Retrospective
Series
JAM on the Marsh collaborates with the Marsh
Academy Leisure Centre to bring its ‘Retrospective
Series’

JAM on the Marsh: Retrospective Series is an
exciting collaboration between the annual, multi-arts
festival JAM on the Marsh and the Marsh Academy
Leisure Centre, bringing art year-round to the foyer
of the Centre. Curated by Romney Marsh
photographer, Susan Pilcher, throughout 2022,
exhibitions from the first eight years of JAM on the
Marsh will be on display for everyone to enjoy free of
charge.

JAM has just installed the first exhibition for 2022;
multi award winning Tristan Fewings’ captivating
photography exhibition Between the Sea and the
Sky. Staying often on the unique coastline of
Romney Marsh, initially Tristan used this as his
muse.

Tristan shoots exclusively with Getty Images,
specialising in fashion and entertainment; covering a
wide range of assignments from Cannes and Venice
film festivals to working backstage at Milan and Paris
fashion weeks. He still feels the passion and
excitement of that little kid with his first camera.

He says “Standing on the sea wall at Littlestone,
looking out over the Channel to the horizon, feeling
miniature under an immense sky, I fell in love with
the space and landscape of the Romney Marsh.

A quick glance across the seemingly empty fields of
the Marsh reveals little other than the wide sense of
space. With your eye drawn to the constant horizon
it’s easy to lose yourself here under the vast skies as
you walk with ghosts of lonely shepherds and
smugglers hiding out in abandoned ruins.

Navigating this landscape is easy, there is no need of
a map or compass, you can see your destination
from miles away, the manmade structures that dot
the land here become the way-markers, the Martello
Towers echo the shape of the nuclear reactors at the
end of the bay at Dungeness, The Water Tower at
Littlestone stands tall and proud. My favourite stretch
is from Dymchurch to Littlestone.”

Tristan’s exhibition will be on display for free daily at
the Marsh Academy Leisure Centre until mid-April.
The Centre is open Monday – Sunday 8am – 6pm.

12 Year No Quibble Guarantee
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Of your new Worcester boiler

0% finance available

New Boiler Installation Specialist
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New Boiler
Installation
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Quote Looker
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Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure)

(England) Order 2015 NOTICE UNDER
ARTICLE 13 OF APPLICATION
Date Published - 23/03/2022
FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

Proposed development at: 192 Seabrook Road (land
rear of 192) Hythe, Kent CT21 5RA. Take notice that

application is being made by: Mr Liam Oakes O’Connor
for planning permission to: Description of proposed
Erection of a three storey four-bedroom dwelling with
associated parking on land to the rear of 192 Seabrook
Road. Local Planning Authority to whom the application
is being submitted: Folkestone & Hythe District Council.
Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 2QY. Any owner of
the land or tenant who wishes to make representations
about this application, should write to the council within
21 days of the date of this notice. Signatory: Mr Liam
Oakes O’Connor. Date 23/03/2022. Statement of

owners’ rights: The grant of planning permission does
not affect owners’ rights to retain or dispose of their

property, unless there is some provision to the contrary
in an agreement or lease. Statement of agricultural
tenants’ rights: The grant of planning permission for
non-agricultural development may affect agricultural
tenants’ security of tenure. ‘Owner’ means a person
having a freehold interest or a leasehold interest the
unexpired term of which is not less than seven years.
‘Tenant’ means a tenant of an agricultural holding any

part of which is comprised in the land.

RomneyMarsh
Flower Arrangers
Branches, bulbs and buds - Variations on a Theme

Clutching bags of materials including, bulbs, tulips, moss
and with a variety of boat shaped containers members of
the Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers met up to take part in
a workshop held by Mig Kimpton.

As well as over thirty years working in the theatre Mig has
also held a lifelong passion for flowers. His many awards
include twelve medals at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show.

Therefore it was full of anticipation, as we had no idea the
form the arrangement would take, that we listened to Mig
who explained that he expected us to produce our own
interpretation of his arrangement. He was sure that by the
end of the afternoon we would see a variety of shapes,
sizes and styles even
though we started out
with very similar
materials.

We proceeded to
dismantle our potted
bulbs and cover them
in tightly bound moss
using wire. We learnt
to use what we had to

hand and be flexible.

After forming a structure using twigs the major challenge
was to attach our moss covered bulbs onto the outside of
our containers to give a more rustic and flowing
arrangement. Tulips were dispersed throughout the piece
to give a light and airy feel.

At the end of the afternoon and with Migs expert advice – a
slight move of a twig – the rearrangement of a tulip - the
structures took on a more exciting feel. We surprised
ourselves with how many Spring arrangements we had
produced. One or two due to the type of twigs used even
resembled Japanese Ikebana.

For more information call Gill on 01797 367258 in March

Or Carol on 01797 363662 fromApril onwards.

Next meeting on 13th April demonstration by Robin White

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a 
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a 
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41 High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

•	 24-hour service 
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans
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AND ANOTHER
THING ….. by Russell Tillson

I have spent many a happy hour specialising in high
finance – in other words, playing Monopoly with family
and friends. Sometimes, I find myself with so many
properties that I can only smile sweetly; on other
occasions I am desperate to pass Go and to collect my
£200 just to stay in the game. Charles Darrow is
generally credited with the invention of Monopoly,
though most players of the most famous board game
in the world don't know that it was originally the
product of a passion for social and economic justice. In
1902, a game known as ‘The Landlords Game’ was
designed and developed by Elizabeth Magie-Philips
(‘Lizzie’). Lizzie self-published her game and released
the first commercial version in 1906. Its origin was in
1903 when she applied for a patent on her game with
the object of showing that rents enriched property
owners and impoverished tenants.

Lizzie’s game featured play money and deeds and
properties that could be bought and sold. Players
borrowed money, either from the bank or from each
other, and they had to pay taxes. The path that
required players to circle the board contrasted with the
linear-path design used by many games at the time. In
one corner of the board were the Poor House and the
Public Park, and across the board was the Jail. Also
included were three words that have endured for more
than a century after Lizzie scrawled them there: GO
TO JAIL. Lizzie drew nine rectangular spaces along
the edges of the board between each set of corners. In
the centre of each nine-space grouping was a railroad,
with spaces for rent or sale on either side. Absolute
Necessity rectangles offered goods like bread and
shelter, and Franchise spaces offered services such
as water and light. As players made their way around
the board, they performed labour and earned wages.
Every time players passed the Mother Earth space,

they received $100 in wages. Players who ran out of
money were sent to the Poor House. Those who
trespassed on land were sent to jail where they
remained until serving out their time or paying a $50
fine. Serving out their time meant waiting until they
threw a double.

From its inception, the Landlord’s Game aimed to
seize on the natural human instinct to compete. And
Lizzie created two sets of rules: an anti-monopolist set
in which all were rewarded when wealth was created,
and a monopolist set in which the goal was to create
monopolies and crush opponents. However, and of
course unbeknown to Lizzie at the time, it was the
monopolist rules that would later capture the public’s
imagination. Although her game never became a
commercial success, it was popular with left-wing
intellectuals and was used as a teaching aid in
universities. Its popularity on college campuses spread
throughout the next three decades; it eventually
caught on with a community of Quakers in Atlantic
City, who customised it with the names of local streets,
with Lizzie patenting this variant in 1923; from there it
found its way to Charles Darrow. One night in late
1932, the Philadelphia businessman Charles Todd and
his wife, Olive, introduced their friends Charles and
Esther Darrow to The Landlords Game. As the two
couples sat around the board, enthusiastically rolling
the dice, buying up properties and moving their tokens
around, the Todds were pleased to note that the
Darrows liked the game. The game had no official
name, but everybody called it ‘the monopoly game’.
Together with other friends, they played many times.
When Darrow, who was unemployed, and desperate
for money to support his family, asked Todd for a
written copy of the rules, he was slightly perplexed, as
he had never written them up.

Darrow became infatuated with this game and
developed his own version. His modifications included
adding icons and graphics, the corner symbols and the
colour bands at the top of each property, all of which
greatly increased the game’s popularity. In 1933,
Darrow applied for a copyright on the board he had
copied exactly from the Todds and began marketing
the game as his own, selling homemade sets locally.
He persuaded the Wanamakers Department Store in
Philadelphia to stock it, where it sold well during the
Christmas season, Parker Brothers approached
Darrow, purchased his copyright, and helped him
apply for a patent on the game. When Darrow applied
for the patent, Lizzie’s original patent for the Landlords
Game was discovered. Parker Brothers contacted her
and obtained the rights to her 1924 patent, but they
didn’t tell the story of her game invention dating back

to 1904 or that the game had been in the public
domain for decades. She had invented the game,
and she could prove it. For the patent to the
Landlord’s Game Lizzie reportedly received only
$500 — and no royalties. Meanwhile, Darrow
obtained his own patent in 1935. Darrow and
Lizzie were then given joint credit by Parker
Brothers for the establishment of the Monopoly
Game. In 1935, the first year with Parker Brothers,
Monopoly was the best-selling game in the USA. A
Standard Edition, with a small black box and
separate board, and a larger Deluxe Edition, with a
box large enough to hold the board, were sold in
the first year of their ownership. Their version of
Monopoly included black locomotives on the
railroad spaces, the car on "Free Parking", the red
arrow for "Go", the tap on "Water Works", the light
bulb on "Electric Company", and the question
marks on the "Chance" spaces. Their sets were
the first to include metal tokens for playing pieces,
initially using a battleship, a cannon, a clothes iron,
a shoe, a top hat, and a thimble.

Once in Parker Brothers hands, the game was
popularised, with innumerable versions being
marketed over the following decades, and Lizzie
was written out of its history. In 1936, they licensed
the game to John Waddington Ltd. in Leeds, with a
version of the game familiar to British players using
London streets. The game was a success, and
Parker Brothers extended Waddington's license to

include all of Europe, with countries all developing
games using names from their capital cities.
Monopoly was banned in Russia until 1988, when
the first Russian-language edition was published.
One of its tokens was a Russian bear! A 65th
Anniversary Edition was released in a variation of
the white box in 2000. In 2005, a 70th Anniversary
Edition was released in a silver-metallic tin with a
plastic slip case. An Electronic Banking Edition
uses VISA-branded debit cards and a card reader
for monetary transactions, instead of paper
currency.

The Charles Darrow myth that he invented the
game persists as a parable of American innovation
– thanks in no small part to Monopoly’s publisher
and the man himself. At first, Lizzie did not suspect
the true motives behind the purchase of her game.
When a prototype of Parker Brothers’ version of
the Landlord’s Game arrived at her home in
Arlington, she was delighted. Eventually, however,
the truth dawned on her – and she became
publicly angry. In 1936 she gave interviews to the
Washington Post and Evening Star. In a picture
accompanying the Evening Star piece, she held up
game boards from the Landlord’s Game and
another game that had the word MONOPOLY
written four times in bold black letters; on the table
in front of her was the now-familiar “Darrow” board,
fresh out of the Parker Brothers box. The image of
Lizzie painted by the reporter couldn’t have been
clearer; she was angry and in search of revenge.
But she died in 1948, and neither her obituary nor
her headstone made any mention of her game
invention. 25 years later, Ralph Anspach, a left-
wing academic who was under legal attack from
Parker Brothers over his creation of an Anti-
Monopoly game, learned her story as he
researched his case; the case lasted a decade, but
in the end, Anspach prevailed, in the process
putting Lizzie’s vital role in the game’s history
beyond dispute.

Old Kent Road or Mayfair?

.

Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners, 
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694
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Photos From The PastWith Vince Shell
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor Memory Lane

New Romney – 100 years ago.
Above: New Romney High Street looking west towards Lydd.

Bottom: New Romney High Street looking east towards Folkestone.
The building in the centre right is where the Sorting Office is today.

For those of you who follow memory lane you will know I
am an avid supporter of Millwall Football Club and have
been since my first ever game in 1972. Over the years I
must have seen the Lions at least a thousand times home
and away and have held a season ticket on and off for
most of that time. During that time I have seen us win, lose
and draw, gain promotion and suffer relegation and gone
through the rollercoaster of emotions that a supporter of a
not so successful football team goes through. I have stood
on frozen terraces in freezing conditions as well as picking
up a few decent suntans along the way. I have been
soaked through on open terraces and stood on the rickety
makeshift away end at the Gills in heavy winds waiting for
the whole stand to give way.

Last month 'threw' a new anomaly into the mix when my
regular partner-in-crime Steve and myself made our
regular trip to The Den for a midweek home fixture against
Preston North End. The game itself, an unspectacular 0-0
bore draw, was nothing special but it will be one we won't
forget in a hurry.

We set off at our usual time (5:45 midweek games and
1pm for Saturdays) All was going well until we hit the
approach to Lewisham where we encountered an
unusually high volume of traffic. Not wishing to be late we
decided to make a slight detour and take the Blackwell
tunnel approach and swing by Greenwich. While at the
time it sounded like a better option, little did we know that
a fire in the Blackwell tunnel was the cause of the
congestion in Lewisham and we had driven smack, bang
into the mother of all traffic jams. We finally got to the
ground with 15 minutes left (In true Dunkirk spirit we
refused to turn back and were determined to get to the
game) After banging on the big metal doors to gain entry
(the turnstiles were all closed) I missed a further 2 minutes
answering the call of nature. I managed to eventually
catch the last 13 minutes before having to set off on the
journey home.

On the way home we got to discussing similar games in
which both our endurance and patience had been tested.
While it had taken us 210 minutes to watch a paltry 15
minutes of the Preston game it was better than a midweek
game against Norwich City when we encountered thick fog
all the way into London. Just as we got within breathing
distance of the ground the radio bleated out 'Millwall vs
Norwich is the latest casualty of the weather' so close and
yet so far (from home) We begrudgingly did an about turn
and made the slow journey home. This season a similar
fate befell the hardy souls that made the trek to Blackburn
recently only to be informed 45 minutes before kick-off that
the pitch was unplayable. It was noted that at 3pm the
snow had cleared. Perhaps someone had found 50p for
the undersoil heating?

The Derby games against Charlton usually result in 3
points for the Lions. You have to go back 12 games and 26
years for the last time Charlton beat Millwall and that was
the season they did the double over us. While the result in
the home game on the 5th December 1995 left us
demoralised it also left us both frozen and facing a
perilous journey home. I have never ever been so cold at a
game, a night so cold that the only glow was from the
orange football and the smug faces of the victorious
Charlton fans. If only they knew what was coming.

Charlton were also the opponents in the last game I ever
left the ground early. In 1988 Millwall had finally made it to
the promise land of the First Division. In our first season
we finished 10th after occupying a top 3 position. The
following season saw Charlton visit the Den in our first
home game, a midweek fixture. Charlton opened up a 2
goal lead with 5 minutes to go and I decided enough was
enough. I trudged out of the ground only to miss a
remarkable comeback by the Lions who eventually
secured a point. It was impossible to mistake the two wild
celebrations that accompanied our exit from the ground as
anything other than goal celebrations and that was the last
time I ever left a game early.

I rarely travel to the Den by train (unless it's an away
game) preferring the comfort of the car, a less expensive
mode of transport. But 25th March 2000 the car wasn't up
for it and instead of watching a 3-0 demolition of Bristol
Rovers I spent the afternoon watching cars go by on the
motorway. I stood preying that the recovery company
would make my misfortune a priority and not only turn up
in minutes but also fix the problem and send me off to
watch the Lions roar. Sadly I waited a good few hours and
my car had no intention of roaring either.

My final game is a game I shouldn't have been at but also
one of the reasons why I support the best club in the land.
May 1988 and as previously mentioned Kevin
O'Callaghans penalty at Hull had set up a promotion party
the following week against Blackburn at the Den. Now for
whatever reason, I couldn't tell you, I failed to get a ticket
and the game sold out. I was distraught as mate after
mate spoke about 'the party' a party I wasn't going to be
at. On the morning of the game my Mum called me
downstairs and waved an envelope in front of me. Little did
I know my dear old Mum had rung the club and told them
of my plight and they promptly popped a ticket in the post
and that is why Millwall Football Club is the best club in the
world. For the record we lost 4-1 but did we care? No
because we were crowned champions and Blackburn
pipped local rivals Crystal Palace to the final play-off spot.
All-in-all a very good day.
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MarshMemories
Compiled By John Wimble
Email: john@thelooker.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT LAND WANTED NOW

Livingstone Homes Proud to sponsor Marsh Memories

Leo@livingstonehomes.co.uk or call :07711 284959
We are actively looking for land for residential development all over the South East of Kent. We

have a great track record of successful planning applications that maximise land values

New lease of life for
empty properties
More than 800 long term empty properties have been brought back
into use in the Folkestone and Hythe district thanks to Kent’s No Use
Empty (NUE) run by Kent County Council with Folkestone & Hythe
District Council

National Empty Homes Week (28 Feb – 6 Mar 2022) aims to highlight
the work of schemes such as Kent’s No Use Empty (NUE) and
encourages property owners to take part and make use of available
funding. F&HDC was one of the founding partners and in 2014
introduced top up loans to help tackle some of the larger empty
properties that needed extra financial support.

The loans are administered by the NUE team at KCC on a recyclable
basis. The total loan investment stands at £12m (£10m from NUE and
£2m for the district) with 833 properties given new life.

Councillor David Godfrey, F&HDC Cabinet member for Housing and
Special Projects said: “I am delighted that our partnership with No
Use Empty continues to be a success.”

“It is exciting to see these properties brought back into use and to see
the impact the new homes have on local communities.”

Will Brown, Director of Browns Construction, has a track record of
restoring long term empty properties using the NUE scheme and is
currently working on a property that has been a challenge for a
considerable time, with the previous owner having been served a
Section 215 Notice. Now thanks to NUE and a change in ownership
plans are in place to turn the property into five new homes. He said
“Browns Construction is on a mission to regenerate every derelict
property in its home town of Folkestone”

“NUE are supporting this and together we are breathing new life into
empty properties which are having a positive and uplifting effect on
our local community.”

Derek Murphy, KCC Cabinet Member for Economic Development
stated “I am also pleased to announce that in addition to the funds
NUE already administers, KCC has secured a further £2.5m from the
Growing Places Funds (GPF) to pump into the NUE scheme to make
available a short term secured loans to bring even more empty
properties back into use.”

For further information about the Kent scheme go to www.no-use-
empty.org.uk/

MoreMemories of the 1940s
“I was living in St. Mary’s Bay in the 1940s. In the thirties, St.
Mary’s Bay was very busy with holiday makers during the
summer months and up to 1,000 children could be staying at
the Holiday Camp but when War was declared in 1939, the
village soon became a ghost town. Long poles were erected
in the fields locally to stop enemy aircraft from landing and
road blocks were set up in the village. The Army also dug out
tank traps which were designed to stop the movement of
enemy vehicles should they land. Defences along the sea
wall were reinforced as iron scaffolding was erected and
mines fixed to it. On the land side, fences were also
constructed with barbed-wire coils fixed to the top.

“Situated in front of the Sands Hotel were two large naval
guns pointing out to sea. They were disguised to look like two
adjoining houses with false roofs made from timber and iron
sheets painted red, complete with chimney pots. Running
between the guns was a tunnel with an ammunition store in
the centre and after the war, we used to ride through this on
our home-made go-carts.

“St Mary’s Bay was the victim of one bombing raid and most
of the bombs were dropped on open ground and very few
properties were damaged. However, the Sands Hotel had a
direct hit, killing the boilerman and there was also bomb
damage to the Children’s Holiday Camp and an unexploded
bomb landed at the junction of Jesson Lane and the A259.

“My father was drafted into the Dymchurch Home Guard and
he attended duty every weekend. Around this time, he
started digging a hole in the back garden for an Anderson Air-
Raid Shelter and a local builder helped install it and cover it
completely with a good layer of earth. During the winter
months, it became very cold inside our bungalow as it was
built from timber and asbestos with a complete lack of
insulation. We only had two coal fires, one in the kitchen and
the other in the living room and the rest of the building was
extremely cold.

“I went to New Romney Primary School and I would walk to
the top of Jesson Lane and wait for Carey’s school bus.
There were only about a dozen of us from the village who
attended the school as most of the local children had been
evacuated. When it was raining, we would wait for the bus
under the veranda of the Children’s Holiday Camp Tuck
Shop. In the school holidays, I had to accompany my mother
to the fields where she worked as I was not allowed to stay at
home on my own. There would be a large gang of women
working there including some from the Women’s Land Army

as well as the locals. Mum used to make sandwiches for us,
usually beetroot or cucumber, and sometimes cheese but this
was a luxury as it was rationed. We also had bottles of home-
made lemonade, made from powder and water, but it was
lukewarm by the time we drank it and tasted very sour.

“My father used to take me for a ride on the crossbar of his
bicycle and we would go down Jesson Lane towards St.
Mary-in-the-Marsh, past the Land Army Hostel at Brodnx
corner and then out towards Newchurch. Not too far away
was the St. Mary’s aerodrome runway and we used to wait at
the roadside and observe the Typhoons taking off and
landing. On some Saturday evenings, my parents would visit
the old Jesson Club and I would accompany them but would
not be allowed into the main room. I would sit in the small bar
next door and have a drink of real lemonade and sometimes
a large round Arrowroot biscuit.

“In 1944 the United States Army came and took up residence
in bungalows close to the Golden Sands Holiday Camp. Gun
sites were erected along the length of the coastline from
Hythe to Littlestone and rocket launchers were sited on the
outskirts of Dymchurch. The Americans gave us tins of spam,
powdered eggs, sweets and chewing gum I shall always
remember the Doodlebugs; the purring sound with the bright
flickering light trailing from the rear. This was followed by a
barrage of anti-aircraft fire from the American gun sites and as
time progressed, the American gunners became very
accurate with their shooting. My father decided that we would
be safer sleeping in the air raid shelter and he got me a steel
helmet that was rather too large for my head.

“Before I went to school in the mornings, I would walk around
the surrounding area and collect any parts of the Doodlebugs
that had come down the previous night. I also collected bits
of shrapnel but care was needed as some of it was very
sharp. In May 1945 a Victory Party was arranged for the local
children at the old Jesson Club.” . . . Vic Haisell.

Rhubarb & Almond Cake

Seasonal rhubarb is ready to be picked,
we’re lucky to have two rhubarb plants at
the allotment.

Rhubarb so versatile from savoury
sauces to serve with game to crumbles
to cake to gin.
150g Unsalted butter (softened)
150g Caster sugar
2 Medium free-range eggs
200g Ground almonds
Zest of Orange
100g Self raising flour (sifted)
400g Rhubarb (cut into 4 cm chunks)
15g Flakedalmonds
Line an 8” caketin

Preheat the
oven to 160’c

Cream the
butter & 135g
sugar until
pale, light &
fluffy

Stir in the
eggs, ground almonds, orange zest &
flour

Spread half the mix into the tin

Arrange half the rhubarb on top of the
mix, sprinkle with the remaining caster
sugar

Spread over the remaining sponge mix

Arrange neatly the remaining rhubarb on
top, add the almonds

Loosely cover with foil & bake for
approximately 45 minutes

Remove the foil & bake for a further
15-20 minutes

Serve warm with cream



Gambling

If you are struggling with making ends meet, and a lot of
people are, try and cut out gambling. We don’t have a TV
streaming service, so we have to put up with the adverts.
So many of them are about gambling, it seems to get
worse and worse, especially on the free view channels.
We thought there was a watershed, for gambling adverts,
but it doesn’t seem to apply any more.

Remember your chances of winning are very, very
remote. When the national lottery came in, during 1995, it
was said that the chances of winning were lower than
being kicked to death by a donkey! The richest people in
the country are not now property tycoons, or hedge fund
managers, but the people who run the gambling industry.
The UK takes more in taxes from the gambling industry
than any other country in Europe. Gambling has become
so respectable. All the big charities, have draw clubs,
even a lot of churches. With so many good causes
depending on the lottery heritage fund, we are brain
washed into thinking it is good and virtuous, to do the
lottery. If you want to give to a good cause, give the
money direct. Like many others, we buy draw tickets for
good causes, and support church raffles and tombolas, so
it is hard to get away from it altogether.

On line gambling is probably the most dangerous of all
types of gambling. You don’t even have to get dressed,
you can sit in your dressing gown, and gamble away
money, which should be spent on other things. There is a
low key kind of gambling, like women going to bingo with
a fiver, and having a social night or going to the geegees
or dogs. But modern gambling can rapidly become an
addiction, and you keep losing, so you have to keep
gambling to try and recoup your money. But it doesn’t
usually happen, you just lose more and more, and plunge
into a downward spiral.

With all the easy on line openings, problem gambling is
becoming a more serious problem every year. The
industry have done a lot of window dressing, to make it
look respectable and socially acceptable, but many
campaigners are asking for firm laws and regulations, not
recommendations from the industry, which are all
voluntary codes. Adverts have all these happy cheerful
people being involved, but often it is one depressed,
anxious person, getting deeper and deeper into
unrepayable debt.

So whether you spend £2, or £20 and £50 a week on

gambling, to help with your finances, cut it down, or cut it
out altogether. Put that money in a sellotaped up jam jar,
through a hole in the top, or into a savings account, and
you will be staggered to find you have a nest egg within
no time. No luck involved, just thrifty habits!

I have a sister with 2 daughters, with amazingly different
attitudes to money. One has holes in her pockets, the
other comes back from holiday with more than she started
with. They had a caravan on the east coast, and on wet
afternoons, she used to give the girls £2 worth of coppers
to do the penny arcades. She said it was cheaper than
going to the funfair! The thrifty daughter nearly got them
thrown out. Her first action was to go around thumping all
the machines, and often a penny or two would fall out!
Then she would pocket her winnings, but use up the
coppers mum had given her! One of the few people who
came out of a penny arcade with winnings!

What is wrong with gambling? At the end of the day, we
are grabbing at money, which isn’t ours. A type of greed,
one of the 7 deadly sins. Everyone would welcome a few
grand that came our way, but would a huge win bring us
the happiness we imagine?

I often think of the social consequences of a big win. We
all have a family and friends group, which is our natural
social group. People with a similar outlook on life, similar
jobs and income, the same interests, hobbies, values and
standards. If you had a big win, where would you belong?
Certainly not with the rich jet set, and you would maybe
lose contact, with your old social group and be cast adrift
socially. How would you ever know who your real friends
were, and not just people out to get what they can out of
us? If you treat your family, how far out does the
generosity go? Where is the joy in life, if you could walk
around Fenwicks and order what you wanted? Is there
any satisfaction in setting up home, without the joy of
planning, shopping, and getting what you want at the best
price? I can’t imagine it.

We were once in Ireland, when the first person in Ireland
to win the Euro lottery came up. Some woman won E84m,
and was being interviewed on the radio. She said “I will
buy all my kids a big posh house and they will never have
to work again” Sounded like a recipe for disaster to me, to
deprive kids of the satisfaction of making their own way in
life. You bring kids up as best you can, to be rounded,
resilient, and have sound values, and help them where
you can, then life is theirs to live. My predictions were
correct, within the year, much of the money was going in
lawyer’s fees, as members of the family were taking each
other to court, in bitter battles about who got what!!

So maybe gambling isn’t the answer to all your troubles.
You probably aren’t going to win. However little you have,
use it wisely! My thrifty niece is now married, has 2
children, a house of their own, and, as a nurse, the sole
breadwinner, her husband a stay at home dad, to save on
childcare costs. Her toddlers are beautifully dressed,
because she never says no to donations, because, as we
did with our kids among friends and family, she does a
merry go round with clothes and nursery equipment!
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch

The gardens are glorious at the
moment, with a profusion of spring
flowers of all shapes and sizes. We
were away for a week, and came back
to a glorious display, with literally
hundreds of daffodils blowing in the
breeze. Ours seem to thrive on
neglect. We have 2 beds for Spring
bulbs and then bedding plants, so the
bulbs will be lifted, but elsewhere in
the garden they just mind their own
business! We have a son living on the
coast in the wet north- west, and they
can’t grow daffodils, they always come
up “green” (without flowers) even in
the sunshine, and then die after a few
years. But tulips do well in their
garden, and fritillaries, so every
garden has its favourites.

Again, the gardening calendar is
concentrating on trying to keep up with
weeding, and finishing off that last
minute pruning. If you have a lot of
things in pots, that are beginning to
grow, it is a good time to weed them, it
is amazing how quickly they get
clogged with weeds, especially if you
are using homemade compost. Use
the opportunity to renew the compost.
Remember the plants that need
ericaceous compost, which is acidic.
Azaleas, Rhododendrons, conifers
and Camellias. I wouldn’t interfere with
Camellias at the moment, they will be
flowering. If you need to, feed them
with specialist feed for such plants.

Seeds can be started in seed trays
indoors. If you haven’t grown your own
seeds before, start with the simple
things you can handle. French
marigolds, sunflowers, nasturtiums
and hollyhocks all have large seeds
that can be handled easily. Fill a
containers with compost and mix in
some vermiculite, this is a mineral in
tiny bits that aids drainage, and also
holds water. Then fill up your seed tray
to about ¾ full, and flatten it down
gently. Then place your seeds in lines,
pushing them down about quarter of
an inch, and cover over. If you have
the means, you can sit the tray in
some water for initial watering. But
most of us would find that awkward, so
just water with a small watering can
with a fine spray. If you are on an
indoor windowsill, remember to put
newspaper underneath, or something
to catch the moisture. You will need to
water the tray every day. Do not
overwater.

If you want to try other smaller tiny
seeds, like Snapdragons
(antirrhinums) follow the same
procedure, but sprinkle the seeds,
very thinly, on the surface of the
compost. They do not need covering.
Water as before. Herbs can also be

grown from seed, and are very
rewarding. It is still slightly early for
unheated greenhouses, but you will
soon be able to transfer your trays to
the greenhouse. If you have
propagating covers, they are useful
this early in the season, to keep your
trays warm at night time.

If you need to tidy your potting shed,
or have a plant pot washing session
and sort out, now is a good time to do
it, you may not have the time later!
Washing the plant pots, also make it
easier to store all your pots, and you
know roughly what sizes are in stock,
as well as making room. Terra cotta
plastic pots cannot be recycled, they
are the end of the line with recycling,
but we can use them again and again.
You can buy compostable fibre pots,
but I haven’t found them very sturdy,
after watering for 4 -6 weeks, they fall
apart.

NOW FOR THE VEG.

In this issue, we focus mainly on
potatoes. The good news is that there
is nothing like freshly – lifted spuds
with meat and two veg! The bad news
is that potatoes do take up quite a bit
of space, although you can grow them
in bags or tubs on a patio very
successfully.

If you are new to growing potatoes,
they come in three main categories:
first earlies, second earlies and
maincrop, although we might add
salad potatoes as they are becoming
increasingly popular. First and
second earlies can be planted towards
the end of March, and maincrop
several weeks later. An old gardening
friend of mine, long since passed
away, who had a smallholding, always
reckoned to plant his maincrop
potatoes on Good Friday! I never
discovered the reason why, I suspect it
was because he’d always done it that
way. In any event, he always had a
good crop.

First earlies you may come across are
Arran Pilot, Duke of York and Maris
Bard. Second earlies might include
Charlotte, Estima and Maris Peer.
Maincrop popular varieties are
Desiree, Cara, King Edward,
Roosters, Kerrs Pink and Maris Piper.
Each variety has its own particular
flavour and method of cooking, so the
advice is to consult a seed catalogue
with descriptions or go online.

Whichever variety you choose, the
planting methods are the same, of
which there are two ways. The first is

sometimes known as the Lazyman’s
way! This involves digging a hole for
each individual tuber, dropping it in to
a depth of about 6inches, 15 inches
apart, preferably onto a bed of
compost, and then filling it in level with
the soil.

The more traditional method is to dig a
trench about 8 inches deep, the length
of which depends on how much room
you have and how many tubers you
are planting. I usually put the
excavated soil to one side ( in a
barrow or on a cloth/tarpaulin) put a
layer of compost in the bottom, drop in
the tubers about 15 inches to 24
inches apart, and then backfill the
trench from the soil you excavate from
the next trench. You can then replace
the soil from the first trench into the
last trench you dig! Remember
that once the tubers start to show
green sprouts above soil level, you
need to earth them up (i.e. cover them
over) from soil in between the rows.
This means you need to need to
space rows a good 2 feet apart, or if
you have spare topsoil you can use
this. Don’ forget to mark the rows with
a stick.

There are two words of caution about
growing potatoes. One is that, like
tomatoes, they can suffer from blight.
Frankly, there’s not much you can do
to prevent this unless you spend time
and money spraying, which makes it
uneconomical. You can tell blight
because the tops wither almost before
your eyes. (Read accounts of the
Great Irish Potato Famine for graphic
descriptions.) If this happens, dig up
as many as possible straight away,
otherwise you just have a smelly,
soggy mess for all your pains!

The other problem you may encounter
is wireworm. This tends to happen if
you leave the crop in the ground for
too long. Wireworm produce those
little holes in the potato which means
you have to cut round them and thus
have a lot of waste. To cut down the
risk of this pest, don’t plant potatoes in
the same plot as you did last time.
Crop rotation is very important.

However, let’s be optimistic gardeners
and look forward to that delicious meal
later in the season!

Next time, we’ll catch up on other veg.
and salad stuffs. There’s no hurry as,
at the time of writing, the ground is still
rather cold and in another couple of
weeks it will hopefully start to warm
up!

Happy gardening!
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Adam's Music
Reviews

Anti-War Edition
Sadly 2022 is shaping up rather poorly on the world
stage so far. No sooner have we escaped the clutches
of coronavirus than the bombing starts again. As
always, musicians have consistently been ahead of
the world's narcissistic leaders when it comes to
understanding the concerns of the average person, so
I thought that my latest batch of reviews should
include albums that express anti-war sentiments, at
least in some of the songs.

The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan (1963)

Bob Dylan's second
album was his first to
consist entirely of
self-composed
material. 'Blowin' In
The Wind' is an all-
time anti-war anthem,
with simple lyrics that
never lose their
impact sadly,
because the world
never learns.
'Masters Of War'
takes the same
message and dials
up the anger to 'eleven.' 'Honey, Just Allow Me One
More Chance' is the only track with the 'hillbilly' feel of
the first album. 'A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall' is an
apocalyptic track with nuclear war in mind and what
was probably Dylan's first stab at surrealism. My
favourite though is 'Don't Think Twice, It's Alright,' with
its satisfying guitar pick, bitter-sweet lyrics and a
harmonica solo where Bob seems to blow his soul out.

The Final Cut – Pink Floyd (1983)

Declaring itself 'A
requiem for the post-
war dream,' it's pretty
clear this isn't an
album for revellers or
dancing queens.
Roger Waters leads
his bandmates
through the darker
recesses of his mind,
relating to losing his
father in World War II
and the frustration of
seeing Britain go to war once again. This time, it was
the Falklands conflict. You can't deny that this is
stirring stuff, with tracks like 'Your Possible Pasts' and
the feeling of laying awake at night ruminating
encapsulated in 'One Of The Few.' David Gilmour gets
to let rip on the guitar occasionally, which is always

nice. Thankfully 'When The Tigers Break Free' has
been added into the re-released album, being only
available as a single for many years. Oh yes, and
mind your language on 'Not Now John.' It's a '15'
certificate from me, Rog.

What's Going On – Marvin Gaye (1971)

A pivotal album from
the time that Motown
artists of the sixties
were producing
'serious' albums that
were much more than
just a collection of
songs. Stevie
Wonder's works
explored many styles,
while 'What's Going
On' has a consistent
hypnotic feel. The
'street voices'
throughout the album
add atmosphere and the theme is of longing for
justice. 'What's Going On' is an anti-war anthem
containing the line 'We don't need to escalate / War is
not the answer / For only love can conquer hate.' I
hope he's right. Meanwhile 'Mercy Mercy Me (The
Ecology)' is an early environmental song. It's a shame
politicians are only just waking up to the threat of
global warming fifty years later. Trust your musicians;
they're normally ahead of the curve by several
decades.

Collectors Items: The First Three EPs -
Country Joe And The Fish / Peter Krug /
Country Joe McDonald & Grootna (1980)

Country Joe
McDonald was
perhaps more
famous for his 'call
and response'
sequence with the
crowd at the
Woodstock festival
rather than his
music. You know,
'Give me an F, give
me a U...' etc.
Anyway, the music
contained here is
great, beginning
with two versions of 'I Feel Like I'm Fixin' To Die Rag,'
a darkly comedic anti-war song with lines like 'You can
be the first person on your block / To have your boy
come home in a box.' Country Joe dabbles with a
psychedelic sound for the next four tracks, and after a
couple of acoustic protest songs by Peter Krug,
Country Joe comes back even more fired up about the
war and Nixon with some infectiously catchy tracks
like 'Kiss My Ass' and 'Tricky Dicky.'

Serene Velocity: A Stereolab Anthology –
Stereolab (2006)

The heart of
Stereolab is
French vocalist /
lyricist Lætitia
Sadier and her
one-time
boyfriend Tim
Gane. Don't panic
when you first
encounter French
lyrics. You soon
get used to it.
'Ping Pong'
identifies war as
an endlessly
recurring facet of the economic system, while the
slowly building anthem 'Metronomic Underground'
expresses its anti-war sentiment in the hypnotic lyric
of 'Crazy, Sturdy / Brutal, A torpedo.' The overt
politicism seems to end there, as the lyrics become
increasingly opaque as the album progresses, with
more of a sixties jazz-pop vibe and sweet-sounding
backing vocals from Mary Hansen, who tragically
died on her bike in 2002. The vocal interplay is
exemplified in the sublime 'Space Moth,' which shifts
from minor to major for the uplifting 'doo doo doo'
conclusion.

American Idiot – Green Day (2004)

I was never big
into Green Day
(or punk in
general)
although we
used to cover
three of their
songs in our
Soaring Phoenix
pub band
around fifteen
years ago. I liked
the political
overtones here,
which seem
pointedly directed at George W. Bush and his
controversial 'War on Terror.' No one ever imagined
that the USA would vote itself even further into
controversy two presidents later. The title track sets
the tone with lines like 'One nation controlled by the
media.' 'Wake Me Up When September Ends' is an
epic ballad and there are two nine-minute tracks on
the album with contrasting sections. The band
seemed to come of age here, although it lost them a
few of their older fans.

Amused to Death – Roger Warters
(1992)

It's back to Pink Floyd's former bass player for this
one, and 'Amused To Death' is one of his

masterworks,
which should be
considered in
the same league
as 'The Wall'
and 'The Dark
Side Of The
Moon.' Here we
look at the futile
behaviour of
humans,
particularly their
keenness for
war, from an
outsider's
perspective.
'Perfect Sense' sums up the fact that it's usually all
about money, 'Watching TV' calls to mind the 1989
massacre in Tiananmen Square in Beĳing, and the
rest is a kind of requiem for humanity, which it
concludes was given enough rope to hang itself and
consequently 'amused itself to death.' It would be
seventeen years until Roger's next solo offering by
which time the eloquent anger here had simmered
closer to rage. The world isn't getting any better!

If you fancy some local anti-war acoustic tracks,
do look up 'Parallel Universe' and 'Anti-War
Song' by Adam Colton and Teresa Colton via any
of the usual online conduits. And for more
reviews my book, '2021: A Musical Odyssey' is
available on Amazon, at the Cosy Kettle in
Hamstreet or from The Record Store, Park Mall,
Ashford. Happy listening...

58 High St, Hythe CT21 5AT
Tel: 01797 364837

Webuy& sell
All model railway locomotives
Rolling stock and buildings

We also have a large stock ofmodel cars and buses
We can service yourmodels too!

We always stock track points and accessories
Hundreds of ‘pre loved’models

At affordable prices

Call in and say hello
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Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS
Dear Editor,
Is it not time that programmes such
as Jeremy Vine stopped fomenting
anti-monarchist and inverse racist
attitudes throughout the media? Last
week - again - this programme
paraded yet another virulent anti-
monarchist in this year of the
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and to
compound its credentials it paraded
someone whose opinion was
obviously well balanced: the chips
being on both shoulders. The person
in this case being a black activist but
always it is

1. A. Black person or

2. A ‘ Person of colour’ or

3. A ‘Political activist’ (usually black or
a ‘person of colour) no matter what, a
pre-requisite seems to be that they
have to froth at the mouth.

The person in question – falsely-
tried to aggravate an already tense
situation (his raison d’etre) by
claiming that, because the refugees
in Ukraine were white(?) they were
being given preferential entry to and
treatment within the UK.
Had he once ounce of grey matter
this man would have realised that
these ‘white refugees’ were different
in that they were; Coming into the
country by legitimate means and not
slithering in by boat or clinging to a
lorry.
Sending their dependants ONLY.
NOT destroying their passports.
Trying to seek a solution AND return
once the war was over.

Unlikely to have the potential to be a
terrorist. Not trafficked. Not trying to
hide their age. Highly unlikely criticise
a Western way of life and its laws
upon landing.

I wonder if he also noticed that all the
fit and able young men and women
who could, were summoning the
absolute courage, where possible, to
actually stay and fight for their
country in time of war: spot the
differences?.
As for the Anti-monarchist parade, it
comes as a shock to hear one single
‘guest’ on the show who will stand up
for the Queen and this programme
seems to pride itself on finding
people to condemn Her. Any person

who has the temerity (me) to phone
and criticise this policy has their
phoneline immediately blocked with
no further chance of communication.
In this year of the Platinum Jubilee,
they seem to be going all-out to
counter any goodwill that might be
emanating from the Public on Her
Majesty’s fantastic achievement: I
can think of a certain couple in
America who are managing that
quite well by themselves! I’m sure
they’d be on, if Vine’s team could
manage it!

To conclude, I would suggest that
everyone welcome every one of
these long-suffering Ukrainian
refugees with open arms and offer
them every assistance while, at the
same time making every effort to
boycott the bigoted, anti-monarchist
Jeremy Vine show, which seems
incapable of airing any type of
moderate views, these days

Yours ..
Name and address withheld.

Dear Looker,
I live in Hythe but regularly drive this
road and constantly wonder why
there are no speed cameras? For
years accidents have continued here
- usually speed the main contributor.
Although not a fan of the dreaded
yellow boxes it does seem very
strange that this area has never been
seen as a suitable candidate as it
would surely help save lives and
increase safety on this notorious
stretch?

Wendy Peacock, Hythe.

Dear Looker,

What a complete and utter
shambles the New Romney Town
Council have made of getting the
sports pavilion and community hall
built.

This is hardly a new thing. As far as
I recall, the council had about £2
million pounds from the sale of
Land down Church lane from about
10 years ago. Exhibitions where
held and people asked the
question, what do you want?

It was decided to build a community
hall that would double up as a
Sports pavilion, they council then
put their hopes with former
councillor Patricia Rolfe, who loves
a committee or two. From what I
can ascertain, she went for the
most expensive build by the most
expensive architect in the country,
who had never even designed a
pavilion before, fast forward 10
years and nearly half a million
pounds in the hole, No Pavilion,
squandered money and then to cap
it off and rub salt into the wounds,
Cllr Rolfe does a runner from the
council costing another huge
amount by making the council pay
for a By Election.

This could have been so simple,
the towns football club came up
with a beautiful plan about 10 years
ago. And even had a company
lined up to build it, but as per usual
nothing got done!

When you look around the Marsh,
there are some lovely halls and yet
New Romney could not get its act
together. I would be willing to bet
that there is no sign of a hall in 5
year’s time!

I would also like to enquire, what
has happened to this ‘Marvellous
Medical Hub’ Cllr Rolfe promised
us? Apparently, it was to be built
opposite the Community Hall? So I
guess that’s not happening either!

The town should get someone who
wants to get this done and just start
the job, before they waste another
penny!

Chrissy Winters,

New Romney Tax Payer!

Dear Editor,

Can any Councillor, Town, District
or County please tell me how many
Extra GP Surgeries they have
requested the developers build to
offset the vast amount of people
now living in these developments in
and around New Romney please?

David Baker.

Thursday 24th March

Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.

Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15 a.m. (£5.00 weekly)

Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)

Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.

Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.

Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.

Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 25th March

Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.

Brookland Meeting Point, Village Hall, 1.30 p.m.
(4th Fri of month)

Saturday 26th March

Quiz Night, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 7 p.m.

Haywardians Music Evening, St. Nicholas Church,
New Romney, 7.30 p.m. (01797-363657 for details)

Monday 28th March

Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney,
10 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon)

Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.

The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30 p.m.

New Romney History Society, Old School, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 29th March

Walking Group, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
10 a.m.

Pilates, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.

Yoga, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.

Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.

New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 30th March

Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 9 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.

Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.

Seated Exercise, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
11 a.m.

Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Pilates, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 3 p.m.

Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 31st March

Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.

Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.

Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15 a.m. (£5.00 weekly)

Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.

Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.

Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
4 p.m.

Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 1st April

Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.

Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12
Mountfield Road, 10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)

Saturday 2nd April

Craft Fair, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (1st Sat)

Book Sale, Burmarsh Church, 10 a.m. – 12 noon

For a FREE listing in Dates for your Diary

Please Email Information

THREE WEEKS Prior to the Event

John@thelooker.co.uk



At The Movies
With Vince Shell
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Burmarsh Hall
Renovation and
Cake and Book
Sale
We thought it was time to bring you up to date on what
has been happening with the Hall renovation, but first
can we take this opportunity to offer a very big thank
you to all of you who have so generously donated to
our fundraising. Your kindness is very much
appreciated. With your contributions and grants from
our two district councillors we now have just over
£6,000 in the account.

What have we achieved so far? We have stripped out
all of the old kitchen and most of the toilet equipment
with the much appreciated help of a small group of
volunteers. The metal retrieved from this was taken for
scrap and some of the toilet equipment was sold and
between them we raised a few pounds for the Fund.
We were required to have the whole of the electric
system in the main part of the Hall upgraded with the
replacement of meters etc. This work has been
completed and has been paid for. The two trees that
were lying across the kitchen roof have been cut down
and all debris has been removed from the site
revealing just how much damage they did to the
structure. We are in the process of trying to source,
and have fitted, new doors for the main entrance to the
Hall that will comply with all Fire Regulations. We have
now got a set of architects drawings for a replacement

kitchen and disabled toilet. But before we can apply for
a demolition order to enable us to demolish the old
kitchen and toilets we have to get other documentation
etc. As part of this we need an Asbestos Survey which
will take place in the next few weeks, we also have to
have a Bat Survey which will entail a considerable
expenditure and has to be carried out over time thus
delaying progress. The Architect has suggested we
may need Planning Permission and we will certainly
need Building Regs. We estimate that in all these
documentation expenditures will cost in the region of
£1,500 - £2,000, and the requirements of these
regulations, including applying for a demolition order
etc, will mean that work cannot start in earnest for
some time. This is not going to be a quick fix and may
take more than a year.

We are planning a series of fund raising events and the
first of these will be on the 2nd April in Burmarsh
Church. We will be having a book and cake sale in the
church from 10 to 12 and our well known local Romney
Marsh author Emma Batten will be there too. Please
come along if you can and browse the good quality
books on sale and indulge yourselves with delicious
home made cakes from our book and cake stalls.

Follow our progress on the our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/burmrshhallrenovations/ or
on our Burmarsh Community page at https://en-
gb.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057080514521

If you would like to donate good quality books in good
condition or give us cakes to sell please bring them
along to the Church on the afternoon of Friday 1st
April. Thank you again for all your support and
generosity.

The Phantom of the Open - Cert 12A -
On general release
With audiences packing the cinema in eager anticipation
for the return of the caped crusader. I want to make sure
you don't miss the other hero currently occupying the big
screen. Watch The Batman but let me introduce you to a
genuine local hero, the chain-smoking, crane driver from
Barrow-In-Furness Maurice Flitcroft 'The Phantom of the
Open' A real life working class hero who deceived the
R&A (The Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews) and
ended up with a lifetime ban from all their courses.

Maurice is an idealistic dreamer who one day decided to
take up golf with the intention of entering The British
Open. What follows isn't a rags-to-riches story of
sporting glory but Maurice did manage to enter the
history books by shooting the highest recorded score in
Open history 121. Undeterred by a change of rules and
a ban, ultimately designed to prevent Flicroft ever
entering again, Maurice went on to enter a further 3
times under the names of Gene Paycheki, Gerald
Hoppy and James Beau Jolle.

Phantom is a huge slice of escapism and a real
feelgood film. Mark Rylance is superb in the lead role.
His portrayal of Flitcroft, a simple but determined,

devoted family man is nothing short of brilliant. This is a
film devoted to any amateur sportsman who has
dreamed of making the winning putt in the Ryder Cup,
or hitting the winning runs in the Cricket World Cup, or
scoring the winning goal in the Cup Final but never quite
reached the heights.

This film has special local interest as many scenes
where filmed at Littlestone Golfe Club. So great to see if
you can spot some local landmarks!

The Batman - Cert 15 -
On general release
When they announced a new Batman film, my levels of
anticipation were raised (Batman remains my favourite
superhero) Then they announced Robert Pattinson as
the new caped crusader, what the emo looking vampire
from the Twilight saga. What next Eddie Redmayne as
the new James Bond? Well, let me tell you, what do I
know, because Pattinson is superb in the lead role and
can take his place along the other great Batmen Adam
West, Michael Keaton, Christian Bale and Derick Trotter.

This is the darkest of the Batman films and is very gritty
almost gothic in its
approach. Whereas Bruce
Wayne usually comes
across as a millionaire
playboy Pattinson is a
virtual recluse who uses the
guise of Batman to seek his
own personal vengeance
against those who killed his
Mother and Father. Instead
of a playboy mansion he
resides in a gothic style
almost rundown mansion.
You can at times feel his
angst and pain and this isn't
a millionaire comfortable at
galas or fund raisers. This
is a man hellbent on

revenge and tackling crime. If looking for similarities, I
would say that hints of The Punisher come to mind.

Gotham City is still the criminal hotbed for psychopaths,
gangsters, bent cops and other ne'er do wells but this is
a much darker Gotham City than previously and the
neon lights simply serve to illuminate the low-life's that
occupy the crime-infested streets.

All the gang are here, Alfred played by the fantastically
versatile Andy Serkis, Lieutenant Gordon, Catwoman,
the Penguin, a virtually unrecognisable Collin Farrell, the
criminally insane Riddler who has a brief meeting within
the walls of Arkham Asylum with the unseen Joker. But
this is the caped crusaders platform and at times comes
across as the story of the evolution of Batman. As
expected, there are lots of good action scenes including
various fight scenes, one pulsating car chase and the
near demolition of Gotham City. The film comes in at a
bum-numbing 176 minutes so big drinks are not advised
but the storyline never flags and will keep you gripped to
the screen.

All in The Batman is a welcome reboot to the franchise
and director Matt Reeves has injected new life into the
Batman story. Pattinson also takes us deep into the
psyche of the caped crusader and takes us along on a
personal journey as Bruce Wayne the grieving and lost
child becomes Batman the crime fighting superhero. I
also want to give a shout out to Michael Giacchino
whose musical score perfectly complements the mood
and feel of the film. The Bat is back.

Michael Lyons writes on
Present Discontents
The email and text battle for supremacy has, not
surprisingly, turned, thanks to the Russian despot,
into a human disaster.

Putin and his toadies have started a conflict, which no
sane individual would have thought possible.

In the UK, we have a multicultural society which in
most cases, is tolerant and understanding.
Unfortunately, we have certain citizens, who come
from the "Putin" school of deviousness, and add fuel
to the fire, by spreading misinformation anonymously,
using the electronic communications system. Their
purpose in their boring, tired lives, is to undermine
society and make allegations against individuals,
Councils and Governments. In fact, these are sad
people, probably underachievers who specialise in
criticising or attempting to undermine society.

The law on litigation - taking legal action against a
perpetrator of libel or slander - has changed, making
it difficult for the innocent party to take the legal route.
But common sense has at long last prevailed, and the

Government is producing a White Paper, designed to
change the law to bring the cowardly perpetrator to
account.

This could open the door to litigation, in favour of the
offended individual, and by naming and shaming the
culprit, alter the balance towards charging the viral
individual who has caused misery and distress.
Exposure of these perpetrators, together with their
embarrassment, is what justice demands.

The Russian thug will have to account to the decent
Russians, who have to bear the brunt of the civilised
world’s animosity, and the suffering of the Ukraine
people. Sadly, many Russian conscripted armed
forces will be killed or injured, doing Putin’s bidding,
leaving their grieving families to mourn, in many
cases alone.

The Ukrainian armed forces have a cause to defend
their country from this illegal and unprovoked attack,
and many of their comrades will not survive this
Russian onslaught.
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Covid. With the relaxation of all covid rules, churches
are free to use any measures they think fit for the safety
of all the congregation. Especially as many of the
congregations are elderly. So check with your own
church, about their individual arrangements. There has
been a rise in cases in the area, and some churches
may have gone back to wearing masks.

Food Bank. This has re-opened to give out food
personally, and the delivery service if not longer
necessary. The bank at the Romney Marsh Community
Church is open from 4pm-5.30pm on Tuesdays. If you
have simply no money for food, the bank can give you
enough food for 3 days, tailored to the needs of your
family. It is also open to individuals and couples, not
just people with children. You need a voucher, so ring
the Citizens Advice bureau on 080 2082 138 to obtain
one, or the church office during the morning on 01797
366855, and explain your needs, you can obtain a
voucher.

For the Lydd food bank, please ring Rev Chris on
01797 329345 to find out latest details.

All supermarkets and many churches, collect for the
food bank, and any unopened, well in date food and
toiletries are welcome, but at present, they have plenty
of tinned soup, baked beans, pasta, rice, vegs and
pulses, and do not need them. The urgent
requirements at the moment, are gluten free food,
instant mash, washing pods and disposable razors.

Mothering Sunday, March 27th. Many churches will be
having special services, often involving young people,
or the uniformed organisations, and the presentations
of posies to all the ladies. Look out for arrangements in
your own church

Lenten bible studies. There will be 2 bible studies in the
benefice. The first on Wednesdays mornings at
10.30am in St Mary’s Bay church hall starting on March
2nd, and the 2nd on Thursday evenings at 7pm in the
Assembly Rooms, New Romney, starting on March 3rd.
If interested, ring 01797 335003. “The Joy of the
Gospel” is a 6 week course.

Brookland. St Augustine.
There is a community cupboard in the church, which is
open during the day, and free to anyone who feels they
are struggling to buy food. It is supplied by volunteers,
and an initiative of the C/E Primary School in
Brookland, as part of their community efforts to help
people not so fortunate. It is a school project for a year,
but it I hoped it will become a permanent feature, to
serve the community. There is also a bookshop, selling
books, funds for the church. No more books are
required at the moment.

The next service will a Holy Communion at 6.30pm on
Wednesday, March 23rdth.

Burmarsh, All Saints.
Plans are well under way, for the big Annual Plants,
Pimms and Ploughman’s on 3rd or 4th Sunday in May.
Some things have changed and suppliers are no longer
trading, but they are hoping to have a large number of
plants for sale. All plants will be welcome, from green
fingered friends, and hoping the frosts keep away,
many were spoilt last year with late frosts!

On Saturday, April 2nd, there will be a coffee morning
from 10am-12 md, with cakes, books and a visit from
Emma Batten, successful local author, who uses real
local locations for her books. This makes them
fascinating from the views of locals who know the area
well. The proceeds will go towards the refurbishment
of the hall, and the demolition of the back part which is
unsafe. All are welcome, and if you would like to give to
this cause, there is an electronic giving page.
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/burmarsh-hall-renovation

The hall fund was enhanced by part of the proceeds of
a quiz and Bingo night at the Shepherd and Crook,
when £66 was raised for Hall fund. A similar sum was
given to the Burmarsh children’s fund.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.
The church is in need of an organist, so if you, or
anyone you know would be able to help, please get in
touch with any member of the PCC or Rev Chris
Hodgkins on 01797 335003.The church has also
restarted a rota for prayers of intercession by members
of the congregations and readers for the lessons, so if
anyone would like to volunteer, feel to do so. There are
lots of help with prayers, and they can be written down,
if you aren’t used to praying out loud.

Greatstone. St Peter’s
Every Wednesday, morning there is a drop- in at the
church hall. All ages welcome, for coffee and chat and
there are toddler toys if any parents or carers of
preschool children wished to come. The church hall is
open from 8.30-10.30am.

There are many other activities throughout the week, in
this new facility including the Pebbles dementia café,
and craft groups.

The next craft morning will be on Saturday, April 2nd
from 10am-2pm. Wide variety of craft stalls, including
baking and preserves.

Ivychurch, St George.
Work is soon to start on the church yard tidying up and
renovation of 27 of the headstones, with help from the
Romney Marsh Historic Churches Trust. Thanks are
given to all the volunteers and helpers involved.

Hythe, St Leonards.
A new clergyman has been inducted in recent
months, so you would like to find out more about the
services in Hythe, go to the Website.

Lydd, All Saints.
Regular services are continuing at 10.30am on
Sundays. Many events connected with the church,
take place in the Hardy Hall on Skinner road, So see
notices for all the events.

Bell ringing practices take place on Mondays, and
new or returned ringers are always welcome. If you
would like to know more ring Margaret on 01797

367606.

Newchurch. St Peter and Paul.
The next fundraiser, a coffee morning and market, will
be on Saturday, April 9th from 10.30am-12.30pm.
Please note the change of date, because it clashed
with several other important fund raising efforts in the
area.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
The main service continues on Sundays at 11am.
Messy church has begun again, and the first session
was on March 3rd, at St Nicholas’ primary school. The
next one will be on March 24th, before the children
break up for the Easter holidays. Prayers are
appreciated for this new venture.

There will be a men’s breakfast, for all men in the
local churches, on Saturday April 2nd at 9am, at the
Cinque Port Arms. All welcome. It is hoped to make
this a regular feature.

The 3rd Saturday, when the much loved book sale,
coffee morning and craft fair takes place, in April
would be Easter Saturday, so it has been changed to
Saturday, April 23rd.

Romney Marsh Community Church,
North Street, New Romney.

Worship has continued on Sunday mornings at
10.30am. Children’s teaching and craft during the
service takes place, for all ages, and all are welcome
to the services, with a combination of old and new
Christian music.

The prayer meetings and home groups have also
started again, and the Thursday morning toddler
group. If interested, come along on a Thursday, from
9am -11am, meet the team and the people who come.
Recent toddler group sessions have been cancelled

due to a surge in Covid cases in the church, but it is
hoped sessions will be returning to normal. The group
only meets in term time, so will soon be breaking up
for Easter.

The church on North Street is also the venue for the
food bank, see top of article for more details.

Snargate, St Dunstan’s.
The next service will be on Sunday, March 27th, and
will be a communion service at 9am.

Now that restrictions are being lifted, the PCC are
hoping to organise some concerts this coming
summer. St Dunstans has a heritage of some
amazing concerts, which raise money for this beautiful
small church, and bring a lot of enjoyment.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
Fund raising events. Saturday, March 26th, 7 for
7.30pm, quiz, bring your own nibbles, Monday, March
28th, 2.30pm Bingo. Friday, April 1st, Char and Cake.
2-4pm.

St Mary in the Marsh.
There will be a church spring clean, on Thursday,
March 24th. Please contact a PCC member if you are
willing to help.

Church chuckle.
The Irish Presbyterian church, brought out a new
hymn book. Unfortunately, some marriage and funeral
hymns finished up in the wrong section. The first
hymn in the marriage section read “Go, happy soul,
they days are ended!”

Wit and Wisdom.
Genuine holidays complaints.

“It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica. It only
took the Americans three hours. This seems unfair”
We have all heard of shifting tectonic plates and
continents moving, but on a time scale to suit our
holiday plans….!??

To have your church information in

The Looker ‘Church Update’

Please email service information to :
June@thelooker.co.uk

Please allow at least 3 weeks notice
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