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HOW KEEN ARE YOU ON
SOLAR?

A company planning a
huge Solar Farm on the
edge of Romney Marsh
has announced a month-
long consultation over the
plans for the farm which
would stretch across
swathes of countryside.
Evolution Power has
stated its Stone Street
Green Solar project, which
would cover about 400
acres of farmland near
Ashford, could "act as a
buffer to future housing
development" in the area.

The solar array would
consist of photovoltaic
panels and battery storage
– and would cover an area
close to Aldington roughly
the size of around 250
football pitches. After we
covered this scheme in
The Looker when the site
was first put forward,
several local residents
have called into question
the viability of such solar
schemes and have argued
that retention of farmland
is just as important in the
present climate. Proposals
for multiple solar facilities
have led villagers
concerned about plans for

a total of 650 acres of
panels around Aldington to
form a campaign group.

Evolution Power has now
announced it will be
carrying out "a non-
statutory consultation" until
Friday, April 29 to seek
views on its vision for the
project, which local
residents have said would
carry no weight
whatsoever and labelled it
‘a vanity project’ as the
findings of the consultation
would not have any effect
on the outcome. They
called on both KCC and
Ashford Borough Council

Migrants making a
mockery of our
border Control
Migrants who make their way
on to the Kent coastline have
more human rights than do
locals. That was the claim
from one Looker reader from
New Romney.

The reader wrote to us after it
was revealed that Home
Secretary Priti Patel admitted
that migrant phone seizures
were illegal.
It has been normal to remove
mobile devises from migrants
when they land, in the hope
that the data found on these
phones can lead to the arrest
of people traffickers.

Three migrants have won a
High Court challenge against
the Home Office after they
were arrested separately
following being intercepted off
the Kent coast. This has
caused a storm amongst
groups who believe the UK
should under new Border
Control laws return all the
migrants back to their ‘country
of origin’ which, under
international law, is the first
‘safe country’ they travel
through.
The Looker reader who
identified himself as Steve,
said: “This is typical, it’s illegal
to arrive in the UK without
going through the proper
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immigration process, Migrants know
this and they are making a mockery
out of the very system that has
been put in place to protect the UK.
While I am not stating that all
migrants are evil people, how many
more bombings or examples of
extreme terror do we have to go
through before we make a hard
stand? As they claim to have a right
of entry as their ‘Human Right’ then
we should also have the right to do
whatever checks we can. As most
of them have destroyed any formal
identification, mobile phones can be
the only source of intelligence we
can obtain. You do not see them
taking the people to the High Court
who charge anything up to £10,000
for trafficking them; these are the
people abusing their human rights. I
know this might seem a bit extreme
but when you hear that Kent saw
three times the number of migrants
crossing the Channel in March as
there were in the first 6 months of
last year it makes you wonder,
where is this ever going to end!”

The story broke that two migrants
who were picked up between April
and September 2020 had their
phones taken by officials at Tug
Haven in Dover. The High Court
judges ruled that the asylum
seekers' human rights had been

breached. They won their case after
Ms Patel admitted their mobile
phones were unlawfully seized
under a blanket policy targeted at
migrants crossing the English
Channel. "Her initial stance was that
there was no policy of the kind that
has now been admitted," the judges
said. Data had been unlawfully
extracted from two of the devices,
and the phones were not returned
to the migrants for months. The
judges said the seizure of the
asylum seekers' phones violated
their rights.

The two asylum seekers, one of
whom lawyers said was "a potential
victim of trafficking", brought a High
Court claim against Ms Patel
challenging the lawfulness of the
circumstances and policies under
which they were searched.
Following a hearing, two judges
ruled on Friday their legal
challenges had succeeded after

"very significant concessions" were
made by Ms Patel.
Lord Justice Edis, sitting with Mr
Justice Lane, said the Home
Secretary "accepts that the blanket
seizure policy meant that, during the
times in question, the seizure of the
mobile phones of the claimants was
not in accordance with the law." The
judges said the seizure and
retention of the asylum seekers'
phones "violated" their right to
family and private life under the
European Convention of Human
Rights. They also said demanding
the phones' PINs from the migrants
was "without any lawful authority"
and "using a threat of prosecution
for a non-existent offence to enforce
the demand" was a clear breach of
the asylum seekers' human rights.
The Home Office conceded a
version of the policy that required
phones to be retained for a
minimum of three months was
unlawful and capable of a
"disproportionate interference" with
human rights and data protection
legislation. The judges said a further
hearing should be held to decide
the "consequence" of the successful
claims. A Home Office
spokesperson said: "We are
considering the judgement and it
would be inappropriate to comment
further at this stage".
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along with Folkestone and Hythe
District Council to block the
planning application, which has
been seen as a knee jerk reaction
to the energy crisis.

Giles Frampton, a director of
Evolution Power, said: "If
approved, Stone Street Green
Solar would make a significant
contribution to the UK's renewable
energy generating capacity, saving
around 37,000 tonnes of CO2
each year. The project would
generate subsidy-free electricity,
without public financial support
and, as solar is the cheapest form
of electricity generation worldwide,
it would also help to reduce
national power prices and provide
security to the UK's energy supply,
reducing our reliance on energy
imports and fossil fuels."

The Looker put to Mr Frampton
questions about the sourcing of the
materials used to build the solar
panels and those used for the
battery storage, which is certainly
one of the worst examples of ‘non-
Green’ mining with a particularly

bad eco footprint which would far
exceed the savings of CO2
emissions that the company
claimed. We were still waiting for a
response as we went to press.

If the project were agreed the
power would be fed into the
national network via a connection
at the nearby Sellindge electrical
substation. Evolution Power says it
could generate enough renewable
energy to provide power to about

48,000 homes, while EDF
Renewables' proposed East Stour
Solar Farm could power 17,000.

In response to the two planned
developments, villagers have
formed a Save Aldington action
group to coordinate their response
to the massive schemes. Save
Aldington spokesman Derek
Burles said: "This is not a
campaign to oppose the
development of solar farms in
Aldington, but is intended to
ensure that such developments do
not overwhelm the village and the
East Stour Valley, which they stand
to do based on the current plans
and proposals."

The information events as part of
the consultation will be held at:
Sellindge Village Hall on April 8
between 3pm and 7pm;
Aldington Village Hall on April 9
between 11am and 3pm;
Bilsington Village Hall on April 12
between 1pm and 5pm; and
Mersham Sports Club on April 13
between 2pm and 6pm.

T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal

Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620
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Sometimes it’s
good to send in
the ‘B’ Team
Everybody has heard of the ‘A’ team, but sometimes it’s
good to send in the ‘B’ team, when that team is made up of
representatives of the EDF Dungeness ‘B’ team, who were
called up to fly the flag for nuclear power at a special
meeting with the Prime Minister.

On Monday Boris Johnson gathered representatives of the
UK nuclear industry at Downing Street to discuss the UK’s
energy future and to understand more about the benefits a
career in working in nuclear power can bring, the Prime
Minister also asked to meet a number of apprentices from
EDF sites.

Rebecca Godden, a fourth year Electrical Maintenance
Apprentice from Lydd, Conor Raine, also an Electrical
Maintenance Apprentice and from Lydd, and Apprentice Co-
ordinator and Maintenance Team Leader Stuart Gallagher,
all travelled to London for the event.

Conor said: “Four years ago I started this apprenticeship
and I didn’t know anything and didn’t have any self-
confidence, and since then I’ve learnt so much. I’ve now got
a job and I’ve stood in Downing Street meeting the Prime
Minister. I feel like one of the luckiest people in the world.”

Stuart added: “The visit to 10 Downing Street was really
quite a special experience. Those of us who work in this
industry all really care about making sure there are nuclear

jobs now and in the future. This was a great opportunity to
explain to the Prime Minister just how much nuclear careers
have done for us all and how the industry can really help
Britain towards net zero.”

Dungeness has been put forward as a possible site for a
number of Small Modular Reactors, with the hope that three
or 4 could be placed on the footprint of the Current Magnox
station, which is being decommissioned and with the EDF
site being handed over for decommissioning once all the
fuel has been removed another 2 or 4 reactors there too.

Cabinet member for economic development, David Wimble
said: “the Romney Marsh has a great nuclear legacy with
the two stations that have been an important part of not only
the physical landscape, but the economic one too. Nuclear
energy is one of the lowest carbon ways of generating
power and with the price of fuel at an all-time high, I hope
we see more nuclear generation at Dungeness for years to
Come. Its great that companies like EDF offer such valuable
apprenticeships that really do offer real jobs for local
people, long may that continue”.
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01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS -WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing

Channel
Rotary’s
Sleep Out
raise over
£25,000
On Friday 11th March at Three Hills
Sports Park in Folkestone,
Channel Rotary raised over
£25,000 to be shared by
Porchlight (the homeless charity)
and our own local Rotary charities.
With funds raised by local
supporters, sponsors of those
sleeping out and donations given
through Just Giving it was a
wonderfully successful event. The
evening was topped by the
extraordinary support of eminent
local painter Shane Record from
Folkestone’s Creative Quarter who
completed a dramatic painting of
the Old High Street live during the
evening, amazingly in under four
hours. The painting was live
streamed on Facebook watched
by hundreds of viewers and bids
were made from the room and
online with a magnificent winning
bid of £1,200.

The inspiration for the event came
from Folkestone Academy pupil
Samantha Gatland and her mother
Lyn who had recently done a
similar Sleep Out in London. They
mentioned it to Channel Rotary’s
Fund Raising Chairman Joe
Sullivan and he and his team
grasped the idea with both hands
to create an amazing evening in
association with Porchlight, the

charity that supports homeless
people and those living on the
streets. BBC Radio Kent was so
impressed that it requested an
interview with Joe on the Pat
Marsh Show next day and once
again awarded Channel Rotary its
‘Hero Of The Week’.

The publicity certainly raised
awareness of Porchlight’s work
locally. There are over 9,000
people on the streets in this part of
the world and Folkestone is an
area of special need.

There was an air of happy
excitement as guests listened to
the various speakers and prepared
for their night in the open air.
Channel Rotary President Gary
Calver welcomed everyone and
there were talks from Joe Sullivan,
James Child (Porchlight), Michelle
Keutenius (Folkestone Town
Mayor), Folkestone & Hythe
Councillor Jenny Hollingsbee with
lots of good-humoured discussion.
Local author Denis Pepper added
some historic sparkle from his
historic book series about local
Saint Botolph who was patron
saint of travellers and homeless
people as well as a friend of Saint
Eanswythe.

Then the sleepers checked their
sleeping bags, bobble hats,
scarves, warm coats, extra socks,

gloves, bars of chocolate and
torches before settling into their
recycled cardboard ‘tents’
(specially provided by London
based cardboard manufacturer DS
Smith) with the Channel Rotary
and Porchlight logos proudly
displayed.

The general view was that none of
our sleepers would last long on the
streets. The extraordinary
generosity of so many supporters
plus recognizing the problems
faced by rough sleepers kept
everyone warm through the night.

This was an event run in with
modern ways and technology. Our
friends from NE Timing (who help
with our annual Triathlon each
September) helped with the
administration. Channel Rotary’s
PR machine went into overdrive
with the help of another good
friend Mike Parry. Our special
thanks to Jo Robinson, Terry
Hardy, the gang from Earlscliff
Interact Club led by David Rolls,
members of staff from the
Shepway Sports Trust and Three
Hills Sports Park who were
essential to our success,
Streetz2Streetz mobile catering
who provided free chips and a
donation and to South Kent
College students who donated
soup, bread rolls and delicious
sausage rolls. So many acts of
kindness on a great night. Thank
you everyone!

E-Scooters -
concerns for
pedestrians
Police will soon be clamping down on the
new surge in E Scooters.

Concerns have been raised with the Kent
Police Commissioner who has promised
to clamp down on people riding these on
the streets.

One of the officers from our local
Community Safety Office based in
Folkestone said:”Now that the weather is
becoming more fine, I have started to
notice the use of E-scooters on our
pavements weaving in and out of
pedestrians. Please remember, electrical
scooters (also known as E-scooters)
come under the category of "powered
transporters"; this covers a range of
personal transport devices which are
powered by a motor.

E-scooters are classed as motor vehicles
under the Road Traffic Act 1988. This
means the rules that apply to motor
vehicles, also apply to E-scooters
including the need to have a licence,
insurance and tax.

It's not currently possible to get insurance
for privately owned E-scooters, which
means it's illegal to use them on the road
or in public spaces, for example foot
paths. If you're using a private E-scooter
you risk the vehicle being seized under
S.165 Road Traffic Act 1988 for no
insurance.

If you cause serious harm to another
person whilst riding an E-scooter the
incident will be investigated in the same
way it would if you were riding a
motorcycle or driving a car.”

Over the past 12 months E-scooters have
been involved in several serious
accidents, including an elderly Lady
suffering a broken hip, when she was
struck by one travelling at ‘excessive

speed’ through Hythe High Street.

In that incident the rider sped off unaware
of the pain he had caused the lady he hit,
who subsequently fell and had to have
three pins in her hip.

The police have explained that penalties
for riding these E-scooters on public
roads or footpaths is just as severe as
driving any other motorised vehicle.

If you don't have a licence, or the correct
licence, or are riding without insurance
you could face a fixed penalty notice of
up to £100 fine and three to six penalty
points for riding without the correct
licence.

You could also be committing an offence
if you're caught: riding on a pavement;
Fixed Penalty Notice and possible £50
fine. Using a mobile phone while riding;
£100 and six penalty points.

Riding through red lights; Fixed Penalty
Notice, £100 fine and possible penalty
points. drink driving: the same as if you
were driving a car, you could face court
imposed fines, a driving ban and possible
imprisonment

If you're using an E-scooter in public in an
antisocial manner, you can also risk the
E-scooter being seized under section 59
of the Police Reform Act.
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Damian Collins MP

Our Man In Westminster

www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest

Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com

Help tomake
fourmoreMarsh
Mosaics
Following the successful installation of ten mosaics
in churches of the Romney Marsh, Teach Me has
been awarded the task of making four further
mosaics for churches that missed out on the earlier
project. Churches at Snave, Snargate, Old Romney
and Fairfield will get the new mosaics.

As before, Teach Me is inviting members of the
public, including families with children, to come
along and learn how to mosaic before adding some
tiles to the church projects.

To join in, people can register at
www.teachmecourses.co.uk

or call 01797 364366
or 07770 347616.

Dates of each session are: The Romney Marsh
Visitor Centre from the 8th – 11th April 2022;
and All Saints Church, Lydd on the 12th April.

Our sessions are scheduled at:
9:30 am to 11:30 am

10.30 am to 12:30 pm

1:30 pm to 3:30 pm

2:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Places are limited so to book, please visit
www.teachmecourses.co.uk complete the booking
form and hit the submit button.

Further workshops will be announced through to
mid-August at different locations within Romney
Marsh so don’t be too disappointed if you cannot
get to one of the courses.

This week in the House of Commons, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak set out in
the Spring Statement, his plan to support the
recovery of the economy following the covid
pandemic. Whilst the economy is expected to grow
3.8% this year and be bigger than it was before the
arrival of the coronavirus, many people are facing
increasing pressure on their household budgets
because of rising prices. This inflation, currently at
rates not seen for thirty years, has occurred as a
result of increased spending following the pandemic,
rising energy prices, and the impact of the war in
Ukraine, on oil, gas and wheat prices.

The government’s new Tax Plan will strengthen
public finances whilst helping working families with
the cost of living. We have cut fuel duty by 5p per
litre – the first such reduction in two decades – and
raised the threshold at which people start paying
National Insurance to £12,570 – a saving worth over
£330 annually to individuals who pay that tax.
Further to this, the Chancellor has planned a cut to
the basic rate of Income Tax, reducing it to 19p from
2024, eliminated VAT on energy saving materials
such as solar panels, and doubled the Household
Support Fund to £1 billion so that local councils can
use their local knowledge to support the most
vulnerable.

Last week we also had the terrible news about P&O
Ferries' decision to fire 800 staff on the spot. It goes
without saying that such action is appalling. No
company should act in this manner, least of all
towards extremely dedicated and skilled employees
who staff a vital corridor through which much of the
nation’s goods flow. The decision is also
contemptuous of the people of Kent who may be
affected by additional road traffic if there are
reduced ferry services across the channel – even
with DFDS and Eurotunnel operating normally. The
Transport Secretary is right to take action to make
the company accountable for their callous decision
and to challenge them on the legal basis for what
they have done.

Last Friday I was delighted to join the staff and
students of the Turner Free School (TFS) in
Folkestone for the official opening of its new
buildings. During my visit it was evident that pupils
cherished their state-of-the-art facilities, and the
school’s visionary leadership makes the future of
TFS a very bright one indeed. Later that day I also
met with the Headteacher of Mundella Primary
School, Mr Westmorland, to discuss the impact of
the pandemic on children’s education. I was
particularly interested to discover how local schools
have enjoyed being able to take the initiative and
adapt so that best practice can be shared more
widely and in real time.

Learn to cut lino
Wednesday 12th April sees the Romney Marsh Art
Society host a demonstration and paint along with the
Society’s chairperson, Yolanda Houston. Yolanda will
demonstrate lino cutting and printing techniques and the
audience will follow suit.

The event takes place at New Romney Scout’s
headquarters in Church Lane, New Romney from 2.00
to 4.00pm and costs just £3.00 for members and £5.00
for non-members. Lino and tools are provided and there
is tea, coffee and biscuits served.

To book your place, visit :

hromneymarshartsociety.co.uk/programme,

complete the form and click to return it.
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‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants

Watch out, Covid’s
still about

Covid patient numbers in Kent have risen by almost
30% in a week as new cases continue to soar across
the county.

Positive tests had fallen for a number of weeks until
the start of March, but a rapid turnaround has seen
infection rates double in the space of 10 days.

Kent is one of the country’s hot spots with a marked
hike in Covid figures over the past 28 days

The William Harvey in Ashford, which is part of the
East Kent Hospitals Trust, has seen a 32% increase
in patient numbers in a week.

As new cases have risen, so have the number of
people with the virus in Kent's hospitals - from 240 to
316.

But health chiefs have stressed that many are
asymptomatic and being treated for something other
than Covid.

However, the increased prevalence of the virus
presents a logistical challenge to hospital teams as
they look to reduce the risk of transmission.

Other trusts in England are reporting "significant bed
pressures" because of the sudden rise in new cases.

In Kent, there were 13,404 new positive tests in the
week up to March 13, compared to 5,329 in the last
week of February.

The hospitals trust covering those areas also has the
fewest Covid patients, with 38 - a rise of just two in
the week to March 15.

Imaginationand
Discovery
On Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th March, 1st Lydd and
1st St. Mary's Bay Beaver Scouts attended a sleepover
event for the first time since Covid restrictions began two
years ago at the Lydd Scout and Guide Hut. They called
it, "Imagination Discovery". This was originally due to
take place last November as things began to reopen
again but then they were forced to cancel as the nation
went back into lockdown again.

Normally Beavers would have been camping in tents as
they would have had a few sleepovers a few times
already. However, the coronavirus stopped all of this
from happening. As a result, leaders are now back to
square one, rebuilding their confidence and igniting their
imagination and discovering the world around them once
again.

The Beavers all had great fun taking part in activities
which included tent building, minibeast hunting, brewing
nettle tea and even axe throwing which was very
popular! The Beavers also got creative and all made
wooden spoon puppets and put on shows for their
leaders and their friends, earning their Creative Badge
as they did so.

A massive thank you
goes to all of those
who helped at the
weekend and gave
their time freely to
allow the young
people to have fun
and enjoy the
outdoors again.

This is the year for
Scouting to get back to
basics. Their Chief
Scout, Bear Grylls,
said it best, "What
Scouting says to
people is: Every child
has a right to have an
adventure. Life is
about grabbing
opportunities."
Romney Marsh
Scouts are doing
exactly that. There has
never been a better time to join Scouts whether you are
young or old, no matter your race, religion, or gender.
Scouting is for all.

If you are interested in learning more about Scouting,
volunteering or joining your local Scout Group, if you are
in the Marsh head to: www.romneymarshscouts.org.uk
or you can find information about Folkestone and Hythe
at www.fhdscouts.org.uk
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Members of Romney Marsh Morris, hand over cheque to Matt Crittenden on behalf of the whole station

Vicky Morgan, new Lifeboat
Operations Manager

baycarpets. 

Carpets, Vinyls, Laminate and LVT 

Family Run Business 

Stocked Products 

Competitive Prices 

Quality Products 

Friendly Team  

Expert Installers   

Call: 01303 870999 

Unit 5 Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New
Romney, TN28 8FA.

Covering Kent and East Sussex for a FREE Home
Sample Service, Get in touch now to book yours.  

New Romney Showroom 

And still they
keep coming . . .

A total of 400 people crossed the English Channel to
the UK in one day recently.

The Home office confirmed to The Looker that a
further 190 crossed last Thursday and once again saw
a huge influx of Migrants risking their lives and
crossing the Channel, they arrived in Kent in six
boats. The French authorities stopped a further 85
people from making the crossing in three boats.

Crossings have taken place every day recently amid
warm weather and calm seas. Almost 400 migrants
made the crossing on Tuesday, including several
children.

It means more than 2,500 people have arrived via
small boats in March.

The figure is more than three times as many as the
number of 831 migrants that arrived in March last
year. Tom Pursglove, minister for tackling illegal
migration, said: "The rise in dangerous Channel
crossings is unacceptable. Not only are they an overt
abuse of our immigration laws but they also impact on
the UK taxpayer, risk lives and our ability to help
refugees come to the UK via safe and legal routes."

Mr Pursglove said the government was cracking down
on people smugglers through the Nationality and
Borders Bill, which would also make it a criminal
offence to knowingly arrive in the UK illegally.

The government has suffered a series of defeats in
the House of Lords over its borders bill, which has
come in for criticism and attracted protests.

Congratulations Susan!
Local Marsh Photographer (and occasional supplier of
quality pictures to The Looker) Susan Pilcher got a pleasant
surprise when she was a chosen finalist for a nationwide
photographic contest.
She posted: “So the suspense is over, I am very proud to
announce in partnership with the Royal Photographic Society
and Heathrow Airport, who launched a national photography
competition in October 2021, celebrating the UK’s rich
cultural diversity and innovative, welcoming spirit.
I was invited to submit images that captured the true spirit of
the United Kingdom from across the four nations. The 40
winning entries were selected by a panel of expert judges
and are on display in prominent media spaces throughout
Heathrow Airport & Heathrow Express and one is mine!”
We would like to add our congratulations to Susan, who has
specialised in long exposure images and who has also been
a featured local artist in many local exhibitions.

Susan’s Award Winning Photo
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Well, we have made it to British Summer Time and
with the clocks going forward, we also move into our
summer economy. With lighter evenings coming we
also have more visitors coming to our area and pubs
and restaurants start opening up their gardens for
alfresco drinking and eating.

Everything starts to feel like it is on the up! BUT as
you may have read in our last edition Covid is still
very much with us and having just have it hit my
family with both my parents (in their 80’s) getting it
followed by yours truly, I can tell you it really is no fun
at all. Despite being two weeks since testing
negative, I feel very lethargic, short of breath and very
tired all the time, so this is not a preaching editor’s
words, but just a message to say, BE CARFUL. I am
very grateful for the fact that I was able to have my
jabs or perhaps I may not be here writing this.
Writing this on Mother’s Day, I am hoping that with a
bit of Looker intervention, we have helped do our bit
to bring back a butcher’s shop in Hythe following the
closure of Rooks and to secure the jobs from the
former butchers.

I do not want to tempt fate, but on the Monday
morning of the announcement that the butchers were
shutting with immediate effect, I contacted a good
friend and advertiser in The Looker and suggested
that he could talk to both the landlord and the official
receiver to see if there was anything that could be
done to keep a shop open. At the time of going to
press, it looks very positive that the shop could be
open again by the end of April not only as a butcher
but also selling other locally sourced products and
retaining the staff.

The other front-page story in the last edition was
about the re-development of the former Aldi site in

Hythe. This really has split the community, with the
main issue being the loss of car parking spaces in
the town centre, but also the need to bring this part
of the town back as a trading destination.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who has been doing their bit to support
our friends in the Ukraine, and especially the
volunteers who have gone over and above to collect
and sort items that have been donated.

In the last edition you would have seen Gary
Firmager, who has now made two trips to the Polish
Ukrainian border in his van. And I would also like to
thank some of my other friends who have put their
money where their mouths are. With a special
mention going out to Steve Woods who has taken
his Volvo Globetrotter and 40-foot trailer down to
the border. So just think when you next fill up your
tank on your car, taking a big truck all the way to
Ukraine and back is no small deal.

The biggest issue with the whole Ukrainian war is
that what started out as a terrible conflict becomes
the norm and people forget and just move on with
their daily lives. Well, I can assure you that the
Ukrainian people are just as much in need now as
they were a month ago, so whatever you can do to
support them, please continue to do your best. And
while talking about Ukraine, it's such a lovely sight
to walk down Hythe High Street and seeing that the
town’s High Street Traders Association has put the
Yellow and Blue Flag above its members’ shops.

I think it’s only correct that I make mention of
something that has been plastered all over the local
media about Russell Tillson, who has been
contributing to this paper in one form or another for
several years. In my opinion, everyone is innocent
until proven guilty. And until the court reach a
verdict, I will not be making any comments, other
than to say that I think it is terrible that he has been
subject to trial by social media and also by a certain
website, who have been attacking not only Mr
Tillson but anyone who has put themselves forward
for any sort of public office for over eight years!

Editor’s Word
Welcome to edition 297 Red Arrows

set to fly
high again
over
Folkestone

The world-famous Reds Arrows will
make a welcome return to the district
this summer at the 2022 Folkestone Air
Display.

The iconic Royal Air Force aerobatic
team is set to thrill crowds on Sunday
21st August and will be joined by an
exciting line-up, which will be
announced nearer the time.

Last year’s event attracted thousands
of people to the area, proving to be a
welcome return following the worst of
the pandemic.

Folkestone & Hythe District Council
Leader Cllr David Monk said: “The Red
Arrows are a national treasure and it’s
a real thrill to have them flying over
Folkestone once again this year. The
air display promises to be one of the
highlights of the district’s summer
programme.”

Full details of the display – including
the other performers, timings and
parking facilities – will be announced in
the lead-up to the event.

Squadron Leader Tom Bould, Red
Arrows team leader (also known as
Red 1), said: “We are excited to be

returning to Folkestone and to perform
to a large crowd, including many
families, drawn from across Kent, the
south-east and further afield.

“Pre-season training is well underway,
perfecting a new aerobatic display that
aims to inspire people, demonstrates
the excellence of the Royal Air Force
and represents the United Kingdom.

“The 2022 show features all of the
great elements people watching expect
and enjoy from the Red Arrows –
namely dynamic flying, world-class
precision and, above-all, teamwork.”

There will be food, arts and crafts
stalls, live music and a classic car
show on both the Saturday and
Sunday – all organised by Folkestone
Festivals.

New Romney celebrates
HM the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee
New Romney Town Council is pleased to announce its
upcoming plans for events to celebrate HM the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee around the town.

On Thursday 2nd June there will be a free open-air
evening of light entertainment on The Greens,
Littlestone, from 6.30pm, leading up to the lighting of
the Jubilee Beacon at 9.45pm, and finishing at approx.
10.15pm. This will also include a Royal themed Fancy
Dress competition, and art activities for the children.

On Saturday 4th June the Town Mayor will be hosting a
Jubilee Afternoon Tea, in The Old School garden, New
Romney, for guests drawn from community
nominations – look out for the nomination form for
those deserving of recognition for service to the
community!

On Sunday 5th June there will be a combined Jubilee
and annual Civic service in St Nicholas Church, New
Romney. Residents are also being encouraged to hold
their own street parties and garden parties on that day,
as part of the national Big Lunch.

In October 2022 there will be a Jubilee Tree Planting
Ceremony, (date to be confirmed) as part of the
‘Queen’s Green Canopy’ scheme.

Look out for further information as details become
finalised.
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Church Approach, 
New Romney, 

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?
 

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:

Calling all
Film

Makers
Enter Jam’s short film competition

Have you wondered how hard it would
be to be a Stephen Spielberg or Martin
Scorsese. Well now you have your
chance, with the hugely popular local
short film competition coming back with
JAM on the Marsh, in collaboration with
Screen South, has opened its short film
competition.

This is a highlight of JAM’s annual
education remit, which will produce an
exciting element of its 2022 multi arts
festival. Facilitated by Screen South,
this short filmmaking competition is now
open to all residents, of any age or
ability, in London and the South East.

Registration is via
www.screensouth.org

enabling you to sign up to receive your

free production pack and enter the
competition. Your film can be shot in
any genre and must be between 5 and
10 minutes long and contain identifiable
footage from the Romney Marsh.

The closing date for submissions is
Thursday 12th May 2022 by midday.
Films will be judged by a panel of
industry experts.
Shortlisted films will be screened and
critiqued at an industry day on Friday
8th July 2022 at Cinemarsh, New
Romney, as part of JAM on the Marsh
festival.

There will be a cash prize and a JAM
on the Marsh/Screen South laurel
awarded to the best film.

Three films will be screened throughout
the festival, preceding feature films at
Cinemarsh, during JAM on the Marsh:
7th – 17th July 2022.

All submitted films will be screened on
Screen South’s website.

Jam Organiser Sarah Armitage said:
“Responding to limited arts
opportunities, JAM and Screen South
have run a series of industry led
masterclasses in 2022. This
competition gives participants, and the
wider film community, the opportunity to
turn knowledge into films, giving
filmmakers the real opportunity of
enjoying achievement, visibility &
career potential.”

Jo Nolan, the managing director of
Screen South East saying: “We have
had great film competition entries in
previous years, and are looking forward
to seeing what the Romney Marsh
reveals this year.”

With modern mobile phones now
capable of taking superb footage you
do not have to spend lots of money
making your own mini masterpiece. So
lets see how creative the people of the
district can be!



Principality bid
for theMarsh
Kent County Council have revealed that they are
considering Romney Marsh as a separate principality in
a huge planned shake up of boundaries which would not
only be political but also physical.
This has happened because of the Boundary
Commission’s intention to split our present political
district and to add another MP, to ensure that electoral
representation in terms of the number of electors is
broadly the same for each constituency.
News from County Hall is that the Romney Marsh could
soon be an independent political district, but then bean
counters at the Maidstone headquarters of the Council
thought, ‘why stop there?’ as we could save a lot of
money if we were to separate the Marsh from the rest of
the county. Romney Marsh is in effect an island with 11
bridges connecting it to the mainland.
It has also reported that the Marsh could join with the
SNP in a bid for freedom from the Union with some even
suggesting that the area could even apply to re-join the
European Union.
Conspiracy theories are spreading suggesting that a
power struggle between local councils fighting to be the
capital town of the Marsh have already started, with New
Romney declaring that as the major Cinque Port Town, it
should be the administrative HQ, but both Lydd and
Dymchurch have also put themselves forward, stating
that they both have fit for purpose community halls, a
project that New Romney recently put on hold.
With the Marsh becoming its own ‘state’ it would of
course need its own currency. As suggested a few years
ago in The Looker, the currency could be called the
Yew, with each unit equating to a pound.
The next issue that local councillors are debating is the
democratic way to run the new country. Will they opt for
a democratic presidency or adopt a King or Queen.?
With gender equality legislation in place this could also
be called a ‘Quing’ in case the new head of state is
transgender.
It is thought the economy of the new principality would
be financed by taxing visitors with toll points being set
up on each of the bridges entering the Marsh.
Border patrol rowing boats will also roam the length and
breadth of the Royal Military canal, to stop smuggling
according to April Loof, who has put her son forward for
the role of commander of the fleet. She told The Looker:
“My boy Fred is such a lazy so and so, it would be good

to get him doing something physical, He has a canoe
and as long as he gets home by five for his tea it would
be a nice thing to do.’’
Another indication that the breakaway principality was
gathering speed were the new signs being erected
outside Lydd Airport, with the new wording Lydd
International Airport. With planned raves taking place at
the venue, Lydd councillors will be voting to have the
name of the town changed to “Lydd, The Party Capital of
the Marsh’ with the mayor stating that there was hardly
any difference between Lydd and Ibiza.
This has caused some concern from residents of
Dymchurch who have said it is ludicrous as Lydd only
hosts Lydd Club Day once a year and even with the
Pirate Friday event, it hardly compared with the full time
fun fair that they have.
As we go to print there has been a lot of talk about the
Marsh becoming self-sufficient and even selling
electricity to the rest of the country from its own new
power stations,
which could be
made by putting
sheep on tread
mills which in
turn would
rotate turbines.
This is also
seen as a new
green initiative.
The decision to
make Romney
Marsh a Principality is scheduled for a referendum to be
held on 30th February 2023 with the result announced
on 1st April of the same year.
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THE MULBERRY
A short story by L. P. Gibbs.

The tide was beginning to ebb when Harrison Clark
waded into the water at Littlestone. On a fine
summer's day like this, it was his regular Sunday habit
to swim out to the old, sunken Mulberry Harbour, take
a breather and then make the return crossing. On this
particular day, the sun sparkled on the surface of the
sea as he went in up to his waist and then started his
swim. When he arrived beside the rusting hulk, he
heaved himself up on to the platform at one end.
Sometimes, he would dive into one of the water filled
compartments within it. As he levered himself on to
the platform, he was astonished to see a beautiful girl,
around the same age, sitting back, propping herself
up on her elbows, wearing a pale blue swim-suit. Her
long, Titian hair flowed down around her shoulders.
She was a beauty, and Harrison could not believe
what he was seeing. She beamed a smile at him.
“Hello,” she said. “I'm Serena. What's your name?”
Harrison, a little shy for his sixteen years, told her as
he sat opposite her on the metal, his legs dangling
over the side. “I often sit here to catch some of the
sun's rays,” she continued. “I don't often get the
chance.”

After exchanging a few more pleasantries, the girl

suggested that they swim together and stood up. He
was entranced by her long legs and immediately
agreed to join her. He looked on in amazement as she
executed a perfect dive into the sea, disappeared
below for five or six seconds and then re-appeared,
treading water, that enticing smile across her face.

Harrison jumped in, feet first and came up almost
beside her. She narrowed the distance between them
so that she was only a foot away. Her hands went on
to his shoulders and she moved closer to whisper in
his ear, her sweet voice mingling with the sound of the
sea lapping against the old harbour.

“Isn't this lovely?” she asked, still smiling. Harrison
nodded as he broke into an embarrassed grin, his
arms spreading to keep afloat. As he continued gazing
into her inviting green eyes, her lower jaw seemed to
be dropping, or more precisely, growing! Her face took
on a totally different countenance; longer, wider, with
shiny scales beginning to burst from her skin.
Suddenly there were long, sharp, yellow fangs where
her brilliant white teeth had been. “It's even nicer
underneath,” she told him, her voice now more of a
growl. He felt enormous strength as her hands pushed
down on his shoulders and he felt himself going
under. He struggled to keep to the surface but her
power was too great.

Harrison Clark went beneath the waves, never to be
seen again.

The Looker Short Story



COMMONWEALTH
DAY 2022
New Romney joined with towns and
cities around the world to celebrate
Commonwealth Day on Monday 14th

March. More than 1000
Commonwealth flags were raised

across the globe, in a shared
celebration of this amazing family of
nations. The local ceremony took
place at the Princess Diana
Memorial Gardens in Littlestone.
The Mayor of New Romney &
Speaker of the Cinque Ports, Cllr
Paul Thomas; Bishop of Dover:-
The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin
MBE, Deputy Lieutenant – Geoff
Miles together with other VIP guests
were joined by members of the
public for a short ceremony. Bishop
Rose, spoke movingly about the ties
and importance of the
Commonwealth Family and the
need for our students to continue to
remember and honour
Commonwealth traditions. She also
referenced the Ukraine family, and
the dreadful situation they are
experiencing. Although not part of
the Commonwealth they are all very
much in our hearts and minds.

Youngsters from local schools read
poems and spoke movingly of What
the Commonwealth means to Young
People today. The message from

the Rt Hon Patricia Scotland QC,
Secretary-General of the
Commonwealth of Nations was read
by Mayor’s Chaplain The Very
Reverend John Richardson.

After the Commonwealth
Affirmation, the hoisting of the
Commonwealth flag, by RBL

President Dusty Miller, followed by
the Commonwealth Anthem,
prayers and the National Anthem.

In his closing statement Mayor Paul
Thomas reminded everyone of the
strong ties between New Romney
and the Ukraine via the charity,
Chernobyl Children’s Life Line. We
continue to remember and support
them in their time of need.

Raising the Commonwealth Flag
symbolises the joining together of
members of the Commonwealth
community. The ceremony renews
publicly, commitment to the
Commonwealth, appreciation of its
guiding values and the opportunities
offered for friendship and
cooperation with fellow
Commonwealth citizens of all ages
around the world.

By Paul Trodd

WILDLIFE
Matters
WILDLIFE
Matters
Spring Seabirds

Down at Dungeness the much anticipated peak spring
passage for migrating seabirds is upon us. Late April and
early May has historically been the best period for species`
diversity and those much sought after sightings of scarce
skuas, divers and terns, and hopefully a sprinkling of one or
two rarities.

However, no two seasons are alike due to the constantly
changing weather and sea conditions out in the Atlantic from
where most of these birds originate. As they head north to
their breeding grounds some may take a more westerly route,
passing off the western seaboard of the British Isles, while
others will migrate through the English Channel. Given an
onshore wind Dungeness at the `throat` of the Dover Straits
is a prime spot for the pursuit of watching seabirds, ducks
and waders on the move, or `seawatching` as it is known
amongst birders.

Our largest seabird the Gannet is a given at any time of year
in the Channel along with variable numbers of sea duck such
as Common Scoters and the last of the Brent Geese flocks
moving north. Auks, Fulmars, Mediterranean Gulls and
assorted migrant ducks such as Teal, Shoveler, Pintail,

Garganey and Wigeon are also possible.

Shorebird passage can be good about now with flocks of Bar-
tailed Godwits and Whimbrels in the vanguard, alongside
Knot, Grey Plover, Sanderling and Dunlin, all heading to the
tundra regions to nest. Spectacular Red-throated Divers in
breeding plumage too are on the move, along with small
numbers of Black-throated and the occasional Great Northern
Diver.

Tern migration comprises mostly Sandwich and Common
Terns, plus pulses of Arctic Terns the greatest long-distance
travellers of all, some of which will have `wintered` in the
great Southern Ocean amongst icebergs and penguins. The
elegant Black Tern, when in its dazzling nuptial dress, is
always a welcome prize along with the rose-breasted Little
Gull, both of which have shown a marked decline in numbers
in recent years due to the ongoing drainage of their breeding
grounds in eastern Europe and Russia.

But, of all the spring seabirds it is the skua tribe that are the
most eagerly received by both local and visiting birdwatchers
alike. Arctic Skuas are the most numerous; slightly smaller
than a herring gull with a piratical manner as they harass
terns and gulls for food. The much larger and ponderous
Great Skua, often referred to by its Shetland name of
`Bonxie`, usually powers through like a bird of prey, but the
main prize is the Pomarine Skua sporting spectacular, spoon-
like tail feathers it often passes the point in small flocks.

So keep an eye on the weather forecast over the next few
weeks and if the wind is from a southerly vector head for one
of our local coastal lookout points. While Dungeness is the
prime spot, passage seabirds can also be seen off Mill Point
or the pier in Folkestone and at Samphire Hoe, but don`t
delay as by mid-May the spring seabird migration will be
largely finished for another year.

R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
30 Years

Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance
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Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688

Kent Sherif Geoff Miles Rev John
Richardson and Mayor Paul Thomas

St Nicolas Pupils with Bishop Rose

The Bishop talks to
Marsh Academy Students
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12 Year No Quibble Guarantee

Fully Fixed Quotations

Highly Trained Engineers

Spread the cost
Of your new Worcester boiler

0% finance available

New Boiler Installation Specialist

Accredited Installer

www.ecoheatph.co.uk

New Boiler
Installation

General
Plumbing

New Bathroom
Installation

Service
& Repair

12
YEAR

Guarantees

FREE Hive
Active
Heating
Control
with your new boiler

Quote Looker

Free No Obligation Quotation
No Call Out Fees

Telephone: 01797 369250

Your reliable Friendly local company
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www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a 
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a 
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41 High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

•	 24-hour service 
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Ladies golfers do
their bit for the
Air Ambulance
Three Captains from Littlestone Golf Club for 2020/22
played their final game as Captains and invited a
representative from The Kent Surrey & Sussex Air
Ambulance to attend in order to present the Cheque for
the money raised during their term of Captaincy.

It had been a little unusual, as the lock down meant that
they actually remained Captains for two years (3/4 of the
first year was locked down!!) and as such many of the
usual events held for Charity did not happen.

The Club held various Charity events including a whole
day of fund raising in August and a Christmas Cracker &
Auction in December.

Mr Adrian Clark,from the Air Ambulance joined the
Captains and was happy to collect a cheque for £6,322.

The Captains would like to thank all those who helped
raise this tremendous amount, especially all the local
businesses who kindly support us with sponsorship and
donations.

The photo left shows. Mr Adrian Clark, Mrs Mike Hook
(Veterans Captain) Mrs Kate Dilks (Lady Captain)

Mr Paul Checksfield (Mens captain)

The above photo with several of the players from the
game

Happy Birthday to Joan Paul who had her 91st
birthday at the Romney Marsh Community Hub’s
Rock and Roll on Spring party, which saw over 50

people enjoy the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s tunes
performed by Rob T.

Happy Birthday Joan

PENSIONS SET TO
RISE BY OVER 7%
The financial future of Marsh pensioners looks brighter
now that the triple lock on pensions is to be
reintroduced in time for next year. Rishi Sunak has
confirmed the state pension triple lock will be
reintroduced next year and sate pensions are
expected to increase by more than seven percent.
While triple lock is suspended for the current tax year,
he confirmed to the Treasury Committee on Monday
that it will be reinstituted in April 2023.

The triple lock guarantees that pensions grow in line
with whichever is highest out of earnings, inflation or
2.5 percent, but the earnings element was temporarily
suspended for 2022/23 due to the distorting impact of
the coronavirus crisis on wages.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said the [pension]
rise will be in line with the inflation rate, which “will be
whatever the estimated CPI (Consumer Price Index) is
in September”. The current estimated rate of inflation
is expected to be around 7.4 percent.

The move will be welcomed by pensioners battered by
the soaring cost of living.
Mr Sunak had faced widespread criticism after
suspending the formula for this year because the
surge in earnings, as the economy reopened after the

lockdown, would have forced pensions rise of about

eight percent.

Tory MP Harriett Baldwin asked the Chancellor: "For
pensioners this year, you're guaranteeing the triple
lock again?" Mr Sunak replied: "Yes." Asked what the
Treasury was budgeting for the pension rise, he
added: "It will be whatever the estimated Consumer
Price Index is in September - seven-ish percent."

The move comes as nearly two-thirds of people
starting their retirement this year do not expect to give
up work completely as living costs surge, according to
new a survey.

This compares with just over half (56 percent) of those
who retired last year and a third (34 percent) who
retired in 2020, investments and wealth management
company abrdn plc found. The report surveyed 2,000
people across the UK who have either recently retired
or are about to.
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Specialists in printing, embroidery, banners, 
workwear and personalised goods.

01797 363694

Witness a part of
our unique
Marsh History
Typically, we do not appreciate what we have on our
own doorstep. Have you ever wondered about the
collection of domes and concaved walls that can be
seen both at the back of Lydd Airport and also situated
in the Hillside at West Hythe?

A chance to find out more about these amazing
structures is now available by booking a tour on
selected open days. The Sound Mirrors, also known
as Acoustic Mirrors, Concrete Dishes, or Listening
Ears, are large concrete structures designed as an
early warning system for Britain to detect enemy
aircraft.

These worked by focusing the sound from the plane’s
engine so it could be heard before it was visible. There
were three designs of mirrors, 20ft, 30ft, and 200ft,
and all three can be seen in Greatstone, located at
Greatstone Lakes on part of the RSPB Nature
Reserve.

How did the Sound Mirrors Work?

The Sound Mirrors worked by using their curved
surface to concentrate sound waves by capturing the
noise of incoming enemy aircraft approaching from the
European mainland and focus it onto a microphone or
a human listener equipped with then state-of-the-art
stethoscopes.

Once the receivers were adjusted for best reception,
the results would be compared with those from one of
the other ‘ears’ and used to calculate an aircraft’s
height, speed, and flight path. They worked best at a
range of between eight and 24 miles

An operator using a stethoscope would be stationed
near the sound mirror, and would need specialist
training in identifying different sounds.

Distinguishing the complexity of sound was so difficult
that the operators could only listen for around 40
minutes.

Experiments starting in WW1 took place with four
types of sound detectors. They were listening wells,
discs, mirrors and trumpets.

The story of acoustic early warning systems began in
1914 at the start of WW1 when attempts were made to
detect the position of the enemy's artillery guns,
barrages from which often preceded attacks on the
trenches.

The use of microphones was a
significant step forward in 1916 and
when placed first in holes and then
deep shafts in the ground, picked up
sounds hitherto unheard.

The low lying Romney Marsh was
well suited to these discs with them
being installed in 1924 in two long
lines about three miles apart.

An experimental Mirror was built at
Hythe in 1922, with the first one (20
feet) being built at Greatstone in
1928. By this date, the effectiveness
of the disc system was being
questioned leading to the
abandonment of the discs in 1932.

The three concrete " listening ears"
at Greatstone range in size from 20
to 200 feet in size. Built between
1928-30, the sound mirrors were
part of Britain's national defence
strategy. They were designed to
pick up the sound of approaching
enemy aircraft. Sound waves were

caught in the belly of the mirror and
relayed back through microphones
and a stethoscope to an operator
who raised the alarm. Anti-aircraft
defences were then deployed. The
mirrors effectively gave Britain a
fifteen-minute warning of an
impending attack.

The largest Mirror is 200 feet in
length and 26 feet high, and was
built in 1930 alongside the other two
smaller sound mirrors. Microphones
were attached to the curved
surfaces and in favourable
conditions could pick up the sounds
of aircraft up to 24 miles away.

The sound mirrors had a limited
effectiveness, and the increasing
speed of aircraft in the 1930s meant
that they would already be too close
to deal with by the time they had
been detected. The development of
radar put an end to further
experimentation with the technique.

A spur line to the Greatstone Mirrors
was built off the RH&DR in 1928,
known at the time as the War
Department Branch, which was
used to transport men, equipment
and building materials to the mirrors
site.

The sound mirrors are now a
scheduled ancient monument
(Number 462809).

If you would like to have a guided
tour of the Sound Mirrors a number
of dates are available: 24th July,
7th August, 14th August, 21st
August, 28 August, 16th October,
13th November and 11th December.

To find out more call the RSPB on:
01797 320588.

Thanks to Peter Faulkner from:

www.theromneymarsh.net
For allowing us to use some
information from his superb website.
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Photos From The PastWith Vince Shell
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor Memory Lane

Ferryfield Airport at Lydd in the 1960s when ‘Silver City’ were operating there.

The regeneration of Folkestone's Harbour Arm has certainly
given the area a massive boost. The array of bar's, food
kiosks, live music, outdoor cinema, and soon to be opened
miniature golf and general ambience have all helped create a
vibrant atmosphere that hasn't been seen since the days of the
Sunday market, Rotunda and Fun Fair which closed in 2004.

Once again crowds are being drawn to the area and if you
include the railway station with the signal box cafe, mini market
with local vendors selling arts and crafts and interactive history
(accessible via your phone) you can see why Harbour Arm is
place to be. A little stroll away from the harbour takes you to
the renowned restaurant Rocksalt, the fish kiosks including the
famous Chummys and a few nice little pubs

While the rejuvenated Harbour Arm is a great place to visit it
got me reminiscing about the regular family visits to Folkestone
on a Sunday. Families would go en masse to take in the sights,
sounds and bargains that the Market and Rotunda would offer.
Children would take their hard earned pocket money to the
market hoping to grab a bargain on the toy stall or raid the
sweet stall. Bars of honeycomb, nougat, or coconut ice were
usually the prize catch. I would add peanut brittle was an adult
thing and if Yorkie wasn't for girls then peanut butter certainly
wasn't for children. My purchase was usually saved for a
Sunday night treat but I often saw kids scoffing their bar of
tooth decaying delight walking round the market. Whatever we
bought we always saved enough pennies for the arcade in the
dome.

The dome was an exciting place it was loud and noisy and you
couldn't hear yourself think let alone indulge in idle chit-chat.
The dome was illuminated by the brightly lit machines that
created a kaleidoscope of colour and a crescendo of noise.
Every now and then the clatter of coins hitting the tray signalled
that some lucky bugger would be spending extra time in the

dome or buying another bar of something. We could only look

on in envy as the recipient of the jackpot would move on
pockets bulging with coins and a smile bigger than the
Cheshire Cat. Maybe a ride on one of the rides would be the
result of your win or if you was very frugal maybe you just
returned next week with a bigger pot to play with.

The market itself was full of characters and reminded me of the
old East Lane market in South London. Families would traipse
round the stalls dragging reluctant children "Can I go to the
rotunda now" "Can I get some sweets" or when you had
outstayed your welcome "Can we go now" Christmas time and
birthdays at the market was especially good and many a
pressie was brought there usually at the toy stall.

The final visit of the day was to Chummys for some cockles,
whelks or winkles. I, myself, have never been a big fan of these
but I was always partial to some jumbo prawns and crab sticks
smothered in salt and chilli vinegar. Chummys was always
buzzing with punters and I'm pleased to say that Chummys
has survived the times and still continues to deliver top quality
nosh.

I'm so pleased that the regeneration of Folkestone has
included the Harbour Arm and like I say it not only conjures up
memories of those Sundays spent at the market and rotunda
but it is once again the place to be on a sunny Sunday.
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Easter Biscuits
Make the dough a day or so ahead of baking, roll out
into either round biscuits or use Easter themed cutters

Make approximately 15 round biscuits

Ingredients
100g Cooking spread (stork)

75g Caster sugar + 1 tbsp for sprinkling

1 Medium egg
(separated)

200g Plain flour
(sifted)

60g Sultanas

Pinch of salt

1tsp Mixed spice

2tbsp Milk (slightly
warmed)

Method
Pre-heat the oven to 160’c

Line a baking tray with parchment paper

Cream together the spread & sugar until pale, light &
fluffy

Stir in the egg yolk

Stir in the flour, sultana, salt, spice & milk, bring the
mix together until a dough is formed

Kneed on a floured surface for approximately 4
minutes

Wrap in cling film & place in the chiller for
approximately 30 minutes

Roll out on a lightly floured surface to an approximate
thickness of 4-5mm,use cutters of your choice

Transfer to the baking tray, bake for approximately 4
minutes, remove from the oven & brush with the egg
white, sprinkle with a little sugar, return to the oven &
bake for a further 3 minutes

Remove from the tray & allow to cool on a cooling
wire

More Memories of the 1950s
“I was living at Churchlands, New Romney at the beginning of
the 1950s with three brothers and four sisters. My father was a
self-employed jobbing builder and my mother was kept busy
bringing up the family. I had started at Southlands Secondary
School in 1949 and the subjects I liked best were metalwork
and woodwork – Mr. Sawle and Mr. Ramsden were the
teachers and I’ve still got some of the items that I made.
Friends at school included Bobby Anderson who lived just
across the road, Don McArter and Brian Still.
“I left school at Christmas 1952 and got a job at Finn’s the
builders at St. Mary’s Bay as an apprentice plumber and after
about a year I went to Folkestone College on day release. In
1954 we moved to High House in the High Street, opposite the
Ship Hotel. My father had always wanted a café and he
converted the end of the house, facing George Lane, into a
small snack bar. This became very popular, especially with the
local lads and girls and Mum used to help in there as well.
“My dad was a bit of a joker and I remember that with every
packet of ‘Tide’ there was a promotion and you got a plastic
daffodil. Well, Mum got through quite a few packets with eight
children and we soon had over 50 of the flowers dotted around
the house. Dad was fed up with them so he took them into the
garden and ‘planted’ them along one border that could be seen
from the café window. One of his customers saw them and
said what a fine display but it was unusual to see them in
August. Dad said they were a special variety!
“My uncles Don and Sid had a cycle shop at the other end of
the High Street and I caught the cycling bug at an early age. I
used to cycle to Ashford and Folkestone, especially when I was
playing for Southlands football team and the sports master, Mr.
Stuckey often wondered why I didn’t go on the coach with the
other lads. I remember cycling to Woburn Sands in
Bedfordshire with my brothers Dave and John to see where we
were evacuated during the war and I used to go cycle racing at
Rye every year with the local lads (see the picture).
“I played football and cricket for New Romney and was also
very keen on golf. We used to go to the ‘Pitch and Putt’ at the
East Cliff at Folkestone and also to the small course near
Dreamland at Margate whenever we could afford it.
“Soon after I started work I bought a small motor-bike for
travelling to Folkestone College although I still cycled whenever
I could. We used to cycle to Dymchurch on a Sunday
afternoon in the summer and spend a couple of hours on the
skating rink there. After the August Bank Holiday weekend
when most of the visitors had left, we were allowed to ‘chain
skate’ on the rink which was more fun.
“We used to go to the dances in the Ship Hotel on a Saturday
night and Fred Jeggo the proprietor, always made us very
welcome and there was also a Juke Box in the back room.
Other places we used to frequent were Maddieson’s Holiday
Camp at Greatstone where we would chat up the young

holidaymakers in the ballroom. I also have fond memories of
the Drill Hall and the Golden Sands Holiday Camp at St. Mary’s
Bay where during the winter months we used to play snooker,
table tennis and badminton.
“In 1958, as Finns were just about to start building the Priory
Close estate in Spitalfield Lane, I started my National Service
which had been deferred because of my apprenticeship, and I
joined the RASC and was posted to Malaya and Borneo.
Returning to New Romney, I joined Wraight & Miller who were
plumbers with premises in St. John’s Road.
“What else can I recall from those days? We used to go to Ivy
Neame’s side window of her shop in Ashford Road in the
summer and buy ice cream. I well remember going to the
Victoria Restaurant, where Peggy Couchman worked, and one
of the lads changing the lettering on the menu in the front
garden to some rude words. It couldn’t have been me because
I wasn’t very good at spelling! I used to do a paper round for
Mr. O’Brien at the Paper Shop in Littlestone and we used to go
shooting for rabbits and ducks at the dump along Dymchurch
Road.
“If there was a film we wanted to see at Folkestone and we
didn’t quite have enough money, we cycled to Hythe and
caught the bus from there to save the fare. I remember that we
also used to catch the local train from New Romney to Lydd-
on-Sea to go fishing at Dungeness and also to Lydd to go to
the pictures on a Saturday night. I remember Alistair Rabson
sometimes borrowed his Dad’s scooter and he used to take me
on the back to dances at places like Ivychurch. He also
borrowed his Grandfather’s butcher’s van on occasions but I
won’t elaborate on that! Those were happy days full of
innocent fun.” . . . EddieAshdown.
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Time After Time
by David Cowell

The Chichester Hall in
Sandgate was built at the
turn of the 20th century by
public subscription to
commemorate the death
in 1911 of Lilla, the
Countess of Chichester
whose patronage had
been enjoyed by the
village for several
decades.

The external clock, was
erected in 1897 to
celebrate the jubilee of
Queen Victoria, Initially, it
adorned the Gough coffee
Tavern and Soldiers’ Institute nearby, named after John
Bartholomew Gough (b.1817). He was a local boy who
emigrated to the USA, became a reformed alcoholic
and a world famous temperance orator. The
Freemasons’ Hall and an antique shop now occupy the
site.

It was moved to
the Chichester
Hall in 1913 and
renovated, again
by public
subscription in
1981 and again in
2009 when it was
clear that
significant work
needed to be
done as the clock
casing and
importantly the
brackets which
hold the clock to the front wall had sustained
considerable weather damage causing corrosion to all
external metal parts.

Funding had been raised to get the clockwork
mechanism and gearing working again and then local
clock repairer John Carpenter completed this work
towards the end of 2009.

Then Trustee Richard Grundy undertook the
refurbishment of Clock housing and brackets so that
the total cost remained within budget.The result was a
much more efficient mechanism that employed
electronics to govern the time displayed. It did however
necessitate a 6 metre climb into the loft whenever the
time had to be corrected whether because of the
seasonal hour change or a power surge or failure.

As a part of his 2020 Hall refurbishment project, David
Cowell the Trust's Executive Officer decided to source
and install a later model and this has now been done.
The Hall is indebted to Folkestone & Hythe District
Council administered High Street fund that helped
match the Hall's own reserve.

The mechanism comprises a small motor fitted inside
the roof space which eliminates the need to ascend into
the loft as a small control unit sits in the kitchen and
can be accessed via a small ladder. David was
delighted that Richard Grundy once again gave of his

time freely to ensure the project's success and he
cannot thank him enough for his invaluable assistance.

It is appropriate that the clock that was made to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of Queen Victoria's
accession to the thrown should be given a new lease of
life in 2022 when the country prepares to celebrate
Queen Elizabeth's 70th year.
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ANDANOTHER
THING …. By Russell Tillson

You must remember this / A kiss is but a kiss / A sigh is just
a sigh / The fundamental things apply / As time goes by /
And when two lovers woo / They still say "I love you" / On
that you can rely / No matter what the future brings . . . The
unforgettable song played and sung by Dooley Wilson in the
film Casablanca – in my view the greatest film in cinema
history, even though it was made eighty years ago.

Casablanca is an American romantic drama film set
during World War II. It focuses on an American expatriate
who must choose between his love for a woman or helping
her and her husband, a Czech resistance leader, escape
from the Vichy-controlled city to continue his fight against
the Germans. It earned eight Academy Award nominations,
leading to three Oscars (Best Screenplay, Best Director, and
Best Picture). It starred Humphrey Bogart as Rick, Ingrid
Bergman as Ilsa, Paul Henreid as Victor Laszlo, Claude
Rains as Louis Renault, Conrad Veidt as Major Heinrich
Strasser, Sydney Greenstreet as Signor Ferrari and Dooley
Wilson as Sam. It had its world premiere in1942, in New
York City, and was a solid if unspectacular success in its
initial run. Its reputation has gradually grown, to the point
that its characters, memorable lines, dramatic scenes
and pervasive theme song have all become iconic, and it
consistently ranks at or near the top of lists of the greatest
films in history.

The story, taking place in December 1941, will be familiar to
most readers. Rick Blaine owns a nightclub and gambling
den in Casablanca. Although he professes to be neutral in
all matters, we learn that he was involved in anti-fascist wars
in the 1930s, supporting the republicans in the Spanish Civil
War and the Ethiopians against Italy. His cafe
has become a haven for refugees seeking to
obtain illicit letters that will help them escape
to America. But when the reason for his
cynical nature, Ilsa, his former lover,
appears in his cafe, Rick faces a tough
challenge which creates unforeseen
complications, heartbreak and ultimately an
excruciating and unavoidable decision.
Sam plays the couple’s Paris song, As Time
Goes By at Ilsa’s request and to Rick’s
disgust. Shortly afterwards, Strasser leads a
group of drunken officers in singing Die
Wacht am Rhein. This develops into the
greatest scene in cinema history, one
known as 'The Battle of the Anthems'.
Laszlo orders the band to play the
French National Anthem. With a nod from
Rick, the band begins playing, with Laszlo

singing at the top of his voice, alone at first, before patriotic
fervour inspires the whole club to join in, drowning out the
Germans, who are forced to surrender. As the Germans
sing there is a glimpse of Yvonne (who had fallen into the
company of a German soldier, an unforgivable sin in in a
land occupied by the Germans but populated by the French)
sitting dejectedly at a table alone. She slowly becomes
inspired by Laszlo's act of defiance and by the end of the
song, tears streaming down her face, she is singing at the
top of her voice too, having found her redemption. The result
is that Strasser demands Renault close the club, which he
does on the pretext of suddenly ‘discovering’ there is
gambling going on in the premises. Later, Laszlo offers to
buy the letters of transit, but Rick says he'll never sell them.
When Laszlo asks why, Rick replies, "Ask your wife." Ilsa
pleads with him for the letters of transit, urging him to put
aside his personal feelings for something more important.
When Rick still refuses, she pulls a gun on him. Rick dares
her to shoot, but Ilsa breaks down in tears and claims she
still loves him. They embrace and she says she could never
leave him a second time, begging him to help Laszlo
escape. Will she go with Laszlo or stay with Rick? She says
she doesn't know what's right anymore and tells Rick, "You
have to think for both of us."

I love the character of Renault, the city’s suave French
police chief, who exchanges exit visas for sexual favours –
seen as a harmless game early in the film. In one scene,
Renault’s assistant tells him that “another visa problem has
come up”. Renault straightens his tie and smiles. “Send her
in,” he says. Rick himself is above such abuse. “I don’t buy
or sell human beings,” he informs Ferrari, the city’s black-
market chief. But Rick realises that turning a blind eye is just
as bad. There is a touching scene where he rigs the café’s
roulette wheel to allow a newlywed to win enough money to
purchase exit visas and avoid having to sleep with Renault.
When the wife tries to thank Rick for his charitable deed he
simply shrugs and tells her that her husband is ‘a very lucky
man’. What is intriguing is that none of the major characters
is bad. Some are cynical, some lie, some kill, but all are
redeemed. All of them experience catharsis as lives are
irrevocably changed. Rick's is the most obvious in that he
learns to live again, instead of hiding from a lost love. He is
reminded that there are things in the world more noble and
important than he is and he finally wants to be a part of
them. Renault begins as a collaborator, extorts sexual
favours from refugees and has Ugarte killed. He sees Rick’s
sacrifice and is inspired to choose a side, having previously
maintained careful neutrality. The stoic Laszlo is redeemed
by being shown that while thousands may need him to be a
hero, he can rely upon his wife for inspiration, a woman who
is ready to sacrifice her own happiness to enable him to go
on living. Ilsa is caught in the emotional struggle over which
man she really loves; even at the end we do not know the

answer. Even Ferrari, the organised crime leader, points
Ilsa and Laszlo to Rick as a source of escape even
though there is nothing in it for him. The theme of
sacrifice runs through the film, and it is one that
resonated with a wartime audience.

The closing scene is full of ambiguity but contains more
famous lines than any film in history. There is no way to

tell IIsa’s true favourite between Laszlo and Rick.
Laszlo clearly loves IIsa but IIsa’s and Rick’s

feelings aren’t so obvious. At the airport,
Rick makes Louis fill in the letters of
transit for Mr. and Mrs. Victor Laszlo.
Ilsa objects, but Rick says he did the
thinking for both and decided that
Laszlo needs Ilsa by his side. He
tells her: ‘We both know you
belong with Victor. You're part of

his work, the thing that keeps him going. If that plane
leaves the ground and you're not with him, you'll regret it.
Maybe not today. Maybe not tomorrow, but soon and for
the rest of your life.’ When Ilsa asks: ‘But what about us?’
he replies with my favourite line: ‘We'll always have Paris.
We didn't have, we lost it until you came to Casablanca.
We got it back last night.’ After goodbyes, the Laszlos
board the plane to Lisbon and Strasser, tipped off by
Renault, arrives. He calls the radio tower to prevent the
take-off, but Rick shoots him when he tries to intervene,
and the plane leaves. When the police arrive, Renault
orders them to "round up the usual suspects." As the police
drive off, Louis congratulates Rick on becoming a patriot
and then becomes a patriot himself, symbolized by his
throwing out a bottle of Vichy water (water produced in the
unoccupied region of France that tried to win Nazi favour).
Rick and Louis walk along the runway into the fog. Louis
suggests that they join the Free French in Brazzaville. The

film ends with Rick’s famous line, "Louis, I think this is the
beginning of a beautiful friendship." There is no real reason
why Laszlo cannot get on the plane alone, leaving Ilsa in
Casablanca with Rick, but the ending allows Rick to
approach nobility (“it doesn't take much to see that the
problems of three little people don't amount to a hill of
beans in this crazy world”) and for the viewer to warm in
the glow of his heroism.

The screenplay was adapted from a play of little
consequence – Everyone Comes to Rick’s. It helped that
the characters were firmly established. Bogart often played
strong heroic leads, but was usually better as the
disappointed, wounded, resentful hero. The opening
scenes dance with comedy; the dialogue combines the
cynical with the weary; wisecracks with epigrams. Rick
moves easily in a corrupt world. “What is your nationality?”
Strasser asks him, and he replies, “I'm a drunkard.” His
personal code: “I stick my neck out for nobody.” When Ilsa
suddenly appears in the very bar that Rick opened to forget
her, Rick delivers one of the most famous lines in cinema
history - “of all the gin joints in all the towns in all the world,
she walks into mine.” Her sudden reappearance reopens
all his old wounds and breaks his carefully cultivated
veneer of neutrality and indifference.

A line most closely associated with the film—"Play it again,
Sam"—is a misquotation. When Ilsa first enters the Café,
she spots Sam and asks him to "Play it once, Sam, for old
times' sake." After he feigns ignorance, she responds,
"Play it, Sam. Play 'As Time Goes By'." Later that night,
alone with Sam, Rick says, "You played it for her, you can
play it for me," and "If she can stand it, I can! Play it!"

Bogart's line "Here's looking at you, kid", said four times,
was not in the draft screenplay, but is attributed to a
comment he made to Bergman as he taught her poker
between takes. Particular attention was paid to
photographing Bergman. She was shot mainly from her
preferred left side, often with a softening gauze filter and
with catch lights to make her eyes sparkle; the whole effect
was designed to make her face seem "ineffably sad and
tender and nostalgic". The difference between Bergman's
and Bogart's height caused some problems. She was
some two inches taller than Bogart and claimed Bogart had
to stand on blocks or sit on cushions in their scenes
together.

Rick’s links with the allies become more obvious as the film
progresses. He can neither run away from his past nor
escape his memories. The same is true of Ilsa. No painless
or clean resolution of their dilemma is achievable and hard
choices had to be made. Ilsa tries desperately to remain
neutral in the love triangle with the two men who desire her.
However, the film shows that in love as in war neutrality is
untenable. Rick accepts the inevitability of his sacrifice as
well as the devastating heartbreak that comes with it. Had
Ilsa not showed up in Rick’s life he would never have
overcome his bitterness and instead it becomes his source
of motivation. He becomes awakened to himself and to the
world.

The film begins with a range of various transportation
means used by refugees to get to Casablanca. It’s
remarkable how it addresses many of the problems and
hardships which confronted the world after 1942. The plight
of political refugees running away from Nazi persecution is
shown throughout the film, which unmistakably criticises
the collaborators’ policies undertaken by the Vichy
government. Indeed, the film is a classic piece of
propaganda masquerading as entertainment. At the heart
of Casablanca is a concern with the implications of
American isolationism in the context of the Nazi threat to
Europe. Rick advances the traditional justification for
isolationism: ‘I stick my neck out for nobody. I’m a saloon
keeper.’ But the attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941
shattered any lingering illusions that America might turn its
back on the world. From this perspective Casablanca is the
story of Rick’s transition from aloof to engaged, and made
explicit by Ferrari, who asks Rick: ‘My dear Rick, when will
you realise that in the world today, isolationism is no longer
a practical policy?’ and in the Battle of the Anthems scene
where Rick clearly takes sides. By identifying with Rick,
cinema goers were encouraged to make the same choice.

Casablanca is an unsurpassed classic from Hollywood’s
golden era. The themes of valour, sacrifice, and heroism
still ring true. The dialogue has lost none of its wit. The
atmosphere, enhanced by the black-and-white
cinematography, of encroaching gloom, is as palpable as
ever. Bogart and Bergman are perfectly cast and create a
remarkable level of romantic tension. Bogart is at his best
here as the tough cynic who hides a broken heart beneath
a fractured layer of sarcasm. Bergman’s arrival rips open
the fissures in Rick's shield, in the process revealing a
complex personality. One of the things that
makes Casablanca unique is that it stays true to itself and
offers no "happily ever after" ending. Its variety of moods,
action, suspense, comedy and drama, as well as its lead
characters, a perfect supporting cast of villains, sneaks,
thieves, refugees and bar staff, memorable lines and
pervasive theme song have all become iconic. Ultimately,
Casablanca, like fine wines, has only improved with age,
and remains Hollywood's quintessential statement on love
and romance.
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Thursday 7th April
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15 a.m.
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.

Friday 8th April
Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Quiz Night, RMCH Rolfe Lane, 6.30 p.m.

Saturday 9th April
Easter Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 10 a.m.
Easter Fair, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh Church, 10 a.m.
Craft Fair & Coffee Morning, Newchurch Church,
10.30 a.m.

Monday 11th April
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney,
10 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall,
10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.

Tuesday 12th April
Walking Group, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
10 a.m.
Pilates, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Yoga, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 13th April
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church,
Greatstone, 9 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Seated Exercise, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
11 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall,
Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Book Club, RMCH, Rolfe Lane, New Romney,
2.30 p.m. (2nd Wed)
Pilates, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 3 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 14th April
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
10.15 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone,
10.30 a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay
Village Hall, 8 p.m.
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Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS I’ve been involved in graphics and typography since 1960!
Worked through hot metal through to Apple. Had my own
design studio since the early 70s, taught at art schools,
blah, blah, so I notice what is being printed and how it’s
produced. I’m now involved in hobbling on the beach and
cake.

I know it’s hard work producing a publication, with
everyone putting in their 'two pennyworth’ so keep going.

Ron Callow.

Dear Looker,
What a brilliant article in The Looker recently regarding
Green matters and 'climate change' - which morphed from
'global warming'. Every council and his dog are now
clamouring to outdo everybody else in cutting carbon
emissions to net zero. Perhaps they don't realise that to
have a green planet we need an abundance of CO2 - not
less - that is what trees and plants need to survive. In
May, 2019 a well known green councillor went hysterical
and nearly had a fit when she stood in the civic centre and
warned everyone attending that we had just twelve years
to sort the planet out by cutting emissions - it took some
time to calm her down.

There are over a one and a half thousand volcanoes in the
world which could activate at any time. The recent volcanic
eruption in Iceland, has in FOUR DAYS spewed ash and
CO2 and negated every single effort to control emissions in
the past FIVE YEARS - and with a dozen or so active
volcanoes that five years is probably over a dozen more
years. Just think about that when you get your next energy
bill and realise you are paying two or three hundred
pounds green tariff.

In America 50,000 tons of wind turbine blades which
cannot be re-cycled are dumped in landfill each year as
these blades need replacing after 20 years and are made
of fibreglass and toxic composites and cannot be re-cycled.
The projected wind turbine blade waste for 2034 is 225,000
tons being sent to landfill. These turbines and their blades
which kill ten of thousands of birds a year are getting
higher - 575 feet and the blades longer - nearly 300 feet.
NO! Renewables by wind turbines is an ill conceived idea.

Harry Williams,
Hythe.

Dear Editor,
I must admit I was disappointed to find the old Aldi in Hythe
being turned into more flats (oh no, not more flats, we must
have reached saturation point in the area with flats....!)and
a few small shops. I thought it would make a good discount
shop, a Poundland, or a B & M Bargains, or similar. We like
Hythe, but it has to be admitted, the High Street footfall is
99% 65 +, and we will all be gone in 20 years' time. It
would be good to tempt more young people onto the High
Street, and a discount store might do it.

We might have to abandon the "select" image of Hythe, to
survive. Folkestone hit rock bottom in 80s and 90s, ("a right
dump", to quote a young person at the time) living in the
past for too long, before it decided to re-invent itself.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs June Gooch,
New Romney.

Dear Looker,
Regarding the proposed redevelopment
of the old Aldi store, I have indicated
my favourable view on the developers
website. If the actuality matches the
artists impression, I feel this could be a
very welcome addition to our town
centre. We are up to our eyes in
hairdressers/beauty parlours and more
than enough charity shops, so any new,
different enterprises plus extra
residential properties would, I believe,
be a good use of what is at present a
sad eyesore. The proposed use of
some of the car parking spaces for the
residents is quite appropriate, and there
are plenty of alternative car parks
within the area. This redevelopment
would be financed by the developers,
whereas the call for the Town Council
to purchase and redevelop the site
would come out of our budget which,
let's be honest, could be spent on other
essential projects.
I, for one, hope this succeeds.

Betty Collins, Hythe

Dear Looker,
You must have noticed the temporary
traffic lights at the top of Jefferstone
Lane, St. Mary’s Bay to aid in crossing
the A259. These lights have been out
since August last year. They have dug
up the road 4 times now, the first taking
away the old lights, 2nd putting in some
cable ducting, 3rd putting in sections to
install the poles for the lights, 4th a man
did some more digging in January
where he advised me that there was
ducting in place going diagonally
instead of at right angles.
Well 7 months of temporary lights by
Sunbelt Rentals not working more than
work. My question has to be how much
is this costing due to poor management
by KCC Highways. I've asked our MP
to intervene as traffic flow is back on
the increase and 7 months is not
acceptable.

George Trelore

Dear Looker,
Retrospective Claim…
I think I ought to warn your readers that
I shall be taking legal action against
Norway and Scandinavia in general in
case any of your readers also have an
ancestral grievance, in which case we
may be able to start a Class Action.
The reason being that I have blond hair
and blue eyes and I think I might be the
descendant of the Slave Trade between
the 9th and 12th century: because my
wife is of Irish heritage, it is highly likely
that she may have been trafficked too
(but we'll have to check on that one)

however, we could be in for a lot of
recompense!

As everyone seems to clambering onto
the BLM/'poor old me' 'give me the
money 'bandwagon at the moment, I
thought we might as well give it a try!
'Reparation' seems to be the word of
the day so I thought I'd put in a claim
for a pint of 'hjemmerbrennt' from
Norway. Hjemmerbrennt is a
homebrew: something I used to
consume -a lot- and, loosely translated
it means 'moonshine'; do you now see
the connection between my story and
the ludicrous claims of those in
Jamaica (and some rabid females on
the Jeremy Vine show) who want
money for something that happened
several hundred years' ago and are
trying to cash in on other people's
misery and suffering, no matter what
extraneous claims and tenuous link
they make? Who, exactly, would be the
beneficiaries of these fatuous claims?
Not their relatives, that's for sure and it
could just lead to yet more squabbling
and corruption in a new country.

Perhaps someone could also advise
me as to whether it is known which of
the local tribes were the slave traders'
collaborators (and there were many
throughout the Caribbean and Africa)
and whether there will be recriminations
against them. Why do we not here
about them? Indeed, will the country be
demanding reparation from these tribes
as well? If they throw an old statue into
Bristol harbour, what will they do with
them?

I truly believe these spurious and
vindictive claims have to stop and a line
has to be drawn: these are starting to
sound nothing more than the whining's
of mean-spirited, acrimonious people
trying to make a lot of money out of
somebody else's pain of the past.

I am also a little perturbed at people
who advocate the removal of plaques
etc from chapels honouring benefactors
who have benefitted numerous
scholars with only a tenuous link to
slavery. It is nothing short of a weak,
limp-wristed reaction and will achieve
NOTHING except be seen as a sop, to
the extreme Left-wing who will feel
proud of getting one over on the
Establishment. Why do we not just
withdraw all the monetary legacy of this
benefactor (plus interest) and oversee
the complete collapse of the said
educational establishment instead?
Would they then be satisfied? If we
find out Thomas a 'becket had slaves,
we are in a real mess.

We are all very sorry about the slave
trade; it was a travesty but WE
abolished it everyone regrets very
much that it happened but happen it did
and many people have apologised but
some extremists will never be content
with 'sorry' as we know but how on
earth will money compensate people
many generations removed? By far the
most respectful gestures are education
and remembrance: but it's ONLY a
blind, money-grabbing Left-wing
minority who seem oblivious to this and
seem intent on nothing but trouble-
making and agitation.

I'm now off to see if I've any black
Romans in my family tree: could be
worth a fortune. You never know who
will back me on that one!
Ave,
Ken Pedrick.

Going Green – or not?

Dear David,
I’ve just come across ‘The Looker’
whilst visiting my favourite cake-maker
at the Bucket and Spade in Dymchurch
and read your superb and informative
article about going green.

The trouble is that people are
deliberately deaf about the side issues
with E-cars and wind farms. It seems
that it is too much information for them
to take on board. We all want a better
environment, so much so that people
refuse to accept that there may be
issues in their production that make
them equally as bad. The green lobby
is particularly ostrich-like when involved
in any debate about the environment,
so you better be wearing tour tin helmet
when in discussion with them.

An aside: Whilst travelling through
Russia and Mongolia on the
Transiberian Railway, I met an
American who was a gospel-waving fan
of wind farms. I, wishing to know more,
was keen to listen.

The thing that stood out from the
conversations was his one message,
“It’s Free”. He would not broker any
discussion about the down-side and
became very animated when when
negatives were suggested.

I bought him another beer and lost him
when changing trains at Ulan Bator!

I live in Ashford but always been a fan
of The Marsh and in particular
Dymchurch. Loved "The Looker" and
will ‘look’ out for it in the future. Nice
paper, art paper gives it more class.



At The Movies
With Vince Shell
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Pupils offered
Home Study
Support sessions
Schools across Kent are being asked to encourage
pupils to take advantage of a new free “Home Study
Support” offer.

Following two pilot phases to test and refine the project,
the Invicta National Academy has been commissioned to
deliver a full-scale Home Study Support offer accessible
to all pupils in Years 5 and 6 at primary schools and all
KS4 (GCSE years) pupils at secondary schools.

Home Study Support, which is funded through KCC’s
Reconnect programme, gives virtual access to a qualified
teacher two evenings a week. Starting this week and
operating throughout term time in terms 4, 5, and 6, there
will be:
• Upper KS2 – one-hour sessions on both Maths and

English each Tuesday and Thursday evening,
starting at 5pm.

• KS4 – Maths and Science sessions every Tuesday,
and Maths and English sessions each Thursday
evening, all one hour in duration, starting at 5pm.

These are group sessions, not individual teaching
opportunities, but pupils will have the opportunity to ask
for help with any subject-related question or specific
issue via a Q and A facility.

The pilots have shown good levels of pupil participation,
with KS2 pupils preferring to use microphones, while KS4
students tended to favour the anonymity of the chat
function. The pilots have found some are using these as
drop ins to get help with a specific aspect of the topic,
while others have stayed for the whole session to help
build their overall understanding.

Pupils/parents can register directly with Invicta.

Timings for this term:

Upper KS2 maths 5-6pm Tuesdays and Thursday

Upper KS2 English 6-7pm Tuesdays and Thursdays

KS4 Maths 5-6pm Tuesdays and Thursdays

KS4 Science 6-7pm Tuesdays

KS4 English 6-7pm Thursdays

Schools are being advised that if they have a pupil who
does not have adequate access to a digital device to
enable them to participate in this support offer, the school
can make a referral for them to receive a free device via
Digital Kent’s Hardware Access Scheme Hardware
Access Scheme (digitalkent.uk).

Shellina Prendergast, KCC’s Cabinet member for
Education and Skills, said: “We know that many students
have been affected by the way the pandemic has
impacted on their learning over the past wo years.

“So I am delighted to see that, following the successful
trials, we are now able to offer this extra support and I
hope as many children as possible will take advantage of
it.”

58 High St, Hythe CT21 5AT
Tel: 01797 364837

Webuy& sell
All model railway locomotives
Rolling stock and buildings

We also have a large stock ofmodel cars and buses
We can service yourmodels too!

We always stock track points and accessories
Hundreds of ‘pre loved’models

At affordable prices

Call in and say hello

Ambulance - Cert 15 - on general release

You know what to expect from Michael Bay films, big budget
action films with stylish cinematography and big bangs and
Ambulance ticks all those boxes.

When war veteran Will needs $231,000 dollars for his wife's
emergency surgery, he turns to his adoptive brother Danny
for assistance. Danny talks Will into taking part in a $32
million bank heist he has planned. The LAPD however,
already know what's going down and after shooting the rest
of the gang Danny and Will are forced to hĳack an ambulance
to escape. The ambulance contains paramedic Cam who is
treating a LAPD officer Zac who was shot by Will during the
botched heist.

As I mentioned this is a typical Bay action movie but is also
one of his best to date. Bay decides to skip plot development
preferring to launch into the action and once the heist is out
the way we are left with the longest car chase in the history of
film. The shaky camera work and big bangs add to the
excitement and take us on a rollercoaster ride of a movie.

While the action is relentless Ambulance is more than just an
action film the dialogue is snappy and funny and the quirky
characters carry the story along. Jake Gyllenhaal is superb as
the psychotic Danny and there is an almost ongoing love
story between principled Cam and crim-with-a-heart Danny
who support each other through the ordeal. Garret Dillahunt
is hilarious as the maverick Captain Monroe and is ably
supported by the acerbic Olivia Stambouliah as his assistant
Lieutenant Dhazghig.

Ambulance is a lot of fun and better than the average action
movie.

United - Cert 12 - Netflix
Football has had its fair share of tragedies and disasters
but the 1958 Munich air disaster truly shocked the
footballing world as seven of Manchester United's
'Busby's Babes' team died in the crash. The immensely

talented Duncan Edwards passed away in hospital 15
days after the crash. United tells the story through the
eyes of Bobby Charlton and coach Jimmy Murphy who
missed the trip as he was on international duty with
Wales.

United is a poignant and heart-breaking story of a club
ripped apart by tragedy. A club that literally rose from
the ashes to become one of the biggest clubs in the
world. The stellar cast including Jack O'Çonnell
(Charlton) David Tennant (Murphy) and Dougray Scott
(Busby) are superb. United takes us back to a time
when players drank lots of beer, chain smoked
cigarettes and smoked pipes in the tunnel before kick
off. A distant time when the trainer had a sponge and a
bucket and players had oranges and beer for half-time
and full-time.

Most of us will have only heard of the tragedy so it was
interesting to see the story unfold before our eyes. It is
a real tear-jerker but well worth a watch.
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch

“…And four
others”

In October 1918, after a match of Leicester City, there
was a fatal helicopter crash when the owner of the
club and 4 others were killed. Most reports said
something like “Leicester City owner Mr Vichal S….
and four others were killed in a helicopter crash…..” It
sounded like Mr Vichal S got his full name, (which
was very long) because he was rich and famous, but
the others weren’t worth mentioning by name. So
wrong. Whether you are rich or famous, or the
ordinary Joe or Mary in the street, you have an equal
right to exist, and be called by your name. You are
unique, with your own strengths and weakness, gifts
and skills, physical attributes, thoughts and opinions.
You have as much right to your life, as the queen, or
the Pope, or Elton John or Kate Winslet. Fame and
fortune doesn’t make you more or less worthwhile!

What has this to do with budgeting? Simply that if you
have good self-worth, believe in yourself, you are far
less likely to be slaves to advertising, fashion, social
media or jumping on bandwagons, because everyone
else is doing it! Life is tough at the moment for many,
and we are all conscious of rising prices, every time
we go shopping. What can we do about it?

1. Keep life simple. With groceries, decide on the
basics that you need. Make a list of these and buy
them first. Maybe the basic carbs, bread, pasta, rice,
potatoes etc. Don’t forget potatoes. They have
somehow gone out of fashion. But they are a good
basic food, and contain many vital vitamins and
nutrients, whereas Pasta is pure carbohydrate. They
aren’t a lot of trouble, as people think. Most are
bought washed so you can just pierce them, and

bung them in the microwave when you first come in,
and they are done in no time! If peeling potatoes puts
you off, don’t. The experts tell us that most of the
goodness in vegs is just under the skin, so you don’t
need to peel potatoes, unless you need mash for your
cottage pie etc. For every other purpose, boiling,
roasting, making chips or wedges, just leave the skin
on.

Next comes vegs and fruit, basic tea and coffee and
something with protein in it, meat, eggs, cheese,
spread, and milk. A good guide to a healthy meal is a
mix of colours. Perhaps some breakfast cereals.
Stick to your list like your life depends on it (your
finances do). Don’t be tempted by offers or treats. If
you family has a lot of fizzy drinks, confectionary or
crisps, make them a once a week treat. Young
children are healthiest on water or milk. If they need a
flavoured drink, dilute good quality squash will do.
Maybe it is hard, but perhaps it is the only way to
survive at the moment. Try not to get into further debt.
Remember it has to be paid back with heavy interest,
it is NOT free money. A fairy godmother is NOT going
to appear next week, to solve all your financial
problems!

2. Be very honest and accepting of yourself. If you
can’t afford something, tell yourself, and your family
and friends and look them straight in the eye! If you
are heavily into beauty therapy, nail bars and fancy
things done to your eyebrows, be prepared to give it
up for a while, and stick to the real you! Good skin
and hair can come from a healthy diet, plenty of fresh
air, exercise, rest and the use of a good cream. So
many people are heavily into plastic surgery, and
non-invasive treatments. If you learn to love the real
you, you won’t be tempted to get involved. We are all
different, and the world would be a dull place if we
were all clones of each other. So why is fashion trying
to make us all lookalikes! If you have big ears, thin
lips, or small bosoms, that is how we were made, be
proud of your body, and don’t see them as a problem
to be solved by expensive beauty treatments! If a
relationship depends on outward appearances, it is
pretty shallow and will not stand the test of hard
times.

3. Don’t be afraid to treat social media with contempt
sometimes! Over 90% of it is sensationalised trivia
and nonsense, don’t be afraid to switch it off, and
ignore it. Some holiday venues and retreat centres
are making a virtue of NOT having mobile reception!
People often feel liberated when they are “out of
range” You DON’T have to be in touch with all your
family and friends every minute of every day! So long
as they have a phone number for emergencies, good
relationships will survive a few days absence.

So believe in yourself, and don’t be afraid to make the
right decisions in difficult times. No need to be one of
the unnamed “others!”

With the warm weather, the daffs are
going over rapidly. The experts tell us to
dead head them, so the goodness goes
back into the bulb. I do dead head my
daffs, so they don’t look so scruffy, but
the many growing semi wild on verges
etc, don’t seem to come to any harm,
not being dead headed! Experts also tell
us not to cut down the greenery, or even
tie it down, but most of us, don’t have
the space to let them go over completely
in their own time, if they are staying in
the ground. If you wish, they can be
lifted and put into storage in a cool dark
place. Do not remove the foliage, but let
it die off in it’s own time.
Everything else has started to grow
prolifically, especially the weeds, so just
keep up as best you can. Tulips are
coming into their own now, and looking
magnificent. They don’t seem to be as
robust as the daffodil family, and have a
natural shelf life. So they are best grown
in pots, where you can keep more of an
eye on them. I didn’t realise they had a
natural shelf life until Monty mentioned it,
I thought losing my tulips was my poor
gardening. So it was reassuring. If you
buy a few every year, you can keep up a
good show, allowing for their natural
decline. Primroses continue to be
stunning, and the blue of grape
hyacinths are a lovely contrast.
It is probably a bit late for any more
pruning, but the lawn is growing now
and will need cutting regularly. It is a
good time of year to repair any bald
patches on your lawn. Weed the area,
and disturb the soil, and then flatten it
out again, before putting down some
lawn seed. Water in when sown, and
daily until it starts to grow and be
established. If you have had a ruthless
prune of shrubs near a lawn, you may
find bald patches, where the
overhanging branches blocked out the
light, and the grass didn’t grow. Treat
this in the same way. You may need to
have some sort of bird deterrent. The
simple way is to put some short sticks
around the area, criss-cross string
across them, perhaps tying bits of
material, or old cds as you go. The birds
will take some of the seed, but protection
will help to minimise damage!!
It is probably ok to starting planting up
seed trays in unheated greenhouses. If
you are a beginner, seeds you can
handle are probably a good idea,
marigolds, hollyhocks, sunflowers, sweet
peas etc. Sunflowers and sweet peas
can be planted 3 or 4 to a small pot.
They have deep roots, and prefer being
in pot, than a seed tray. You can also try
any others. For the sake of the planet,
most gardeners are trying to use peat
free compost. If you mix this with

Vermiculite, it helps to lighten the soil,
and retain moisture, and it is worth
spending money on it. If you have a
mature garden, you may have garden
compost which has been turned several
times, and is fine enough for planting up
seed trays. The weather is still very
uncertain, so it is worth using covers on
your seed trays during the night to retain
the heat.
Don’t take any chances with anything
tender like geraniums. Shelter them at
night time, in a cold frame, or
greenhouse, or inside somewhere. One
horticultural oddity. Botanically,
geraniums are what in the wild are
called cranesbill, and have been
cultivated! The historical plant that
everyone calls geraniums are strictly
pelargoniums. But the description is too
deeply ingrained in our brains to be
changed!
All sorts of plants are appearing for sale,
but don’t be too keen, to put them in. It is
really too early for bedding plants or
anything that might not survive a couple
of frosts. Last April was very cold and
dry, and lots of gardeners lost plants,
and some fruit trees didn’t do well,
because the blossom was frosted, or it
was too cold for pollinating insects to be
out and about.

AND NOW FOR THE VEG
It may seem strange to be talking about
irrigation at this time of year, as the
scorching days of summer are yet to
come! However, watering your plants
may impact on what you decide to grow
in your greenhouse. Several people
have commented that they don’t make
full use of their greenhouse because
when they go away, they don’t have a
neighbour or kind friend who is able or
prepared to pop in daily and do some
watering. If this is your situation, don’t
worry. There is a simple solution. It’s
called the homemade irrigation system
and it works like this. For a modest cost,
you can buy a gadget which screws onto
an outside tap at one end, and has an
outlet for a hosepipe on the other. At the
business end of the hosepipe, you can
attach a basic sprinkler which has
several settings to control the type of
spray you want. The gadget which I
have used for years has a range of
settings which allows you to choose
what time of day you want it to burst into
life, how many times a day and how long
you want each burst to last, usually from
one to ten minutes. Ours runs on two AA
batteries. You can place the sprinkler
inside or at the door of the greenhouse,
depending on how much is growing

there. You may need several
accessories which can be found in your
preferred DIY store- these might include
male and female connectors and joining
connectors. Plumbing skills are not
necessary and with a bit of trial and error
you can ensure your greenhouse and its
contents don’t dry out. You can also buy
a Y junction which enables you to run
two sprinklers off the one hosepipe. This
is useful if you have two greenhouses or
you can point a second one on an area
of the garden which needs a good soak.
So, having had some fun in setting this
system up, you can use your
greenhouse to full advantage.
At the moment, you can raise runner
beans, broad beans, peas, lettuce, etc in
a cold greenhouse, but don’t risk putting
tomato seedlings in a cold house just
yet, as nights in April can still get very
chilly. Talking of peas, I have given up
planting them directly into the soil as
they provide a banquet for mice,
badgers, pigeons and other wildlife!
What I do now is to sow several peas
into a small pot or similar container, then
plant out when big enough to handle.
This at least gives them a fighting
chance of bearing pods later in the year.
Now is the time to sow outdoors your
favourite salads:
Beetroot seeds are actually a composite
of several smaller seeds, so when about
2 inches high, carefully thin out so as not
to disturb the neighbouring seeds. From
experience, beetroot seedlings rarely
transplant successfully if disturbed. The
seedlings you thin out needn’t be
wasted- use them with salads, the
leaves have a lovely tangy taste.
I find lettuces take a long time to recover
if transplanted, so ideally thin them out
and leave the rest to mature in situ. Use
the thinnings on your early salads, as
with beetroot.
Other salad crops you can now sow are
spring onions, chard, rocket and
radishes. Again, these will all need
thinning to encourage healthy growth but
don’t waste the seedlings.
Once shallots and onion sets start to
sprout, hoe between the rows to keep
weeds down and aerate the soil. Another
old gardening friend of mine used to
sprinkle chicken manure on his onions,
and he had the best crop in the road! If
you know anyone who keeps chickens,
their droppings are much cheaper than
fertiliser and you’ll probably be doing
someone a favour!

Happy
gardening!



 

 

 

 

 

NEW ROMNEY TOWN COUNCIL                                           

Requires a   

 

TEMPORARY ASSISTANT CARETAKER 

For a 12 Month Contract  

 

Duties include: Assisting with general maintenance of Town Council buildings  
and open spaces, litter-picking, caretaking, cleaning and gardening. 

Hours: 25 hours per week, involving regular weekend and evening work. 
Would suit someone with a background or interest in general maintenance work 

and a keen interest in horticulture and general garden maintenance. 
It would be desirable for applicants to be a car-owner/driver – but not essential. 

 
For further information and an application form, contact the Town Clerk at: 

Town Hall, High St, New Romney, TN28 8BT 
 Tel: 01797 362348  

Email: town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk  
 

Deadline for receipt of applications: Friday 29th April 2022 
 

 

 

 

TheWorld
According to
KANE

BY RUSS KANE

CITIZEN SMITH
RIDES AGAIN

“When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes
powerful”. - Malala Yousafzai

Back in 1977, a new sitcom hit our TV screens. It was
written by John Sullivan (who also wrote the timeless Only
Fools and Horses) and starring Robert Lindsay, who played
Wolfie Smith, a layabout Marxist and leader of the ‘Tooting
Popular Front’. Wolfie Smith’s catchphrase was "Power to
the people!”

Oh how we laughed. As if ‘The People’ would ever have
any power. However, recent events have proved to me,
once again, that where there’s a will, there’s a way. Unless
it’s a Will, in which case there’s relatives.

During the pandemic and lockdown (remember that?
Funny how it seems not to be an issue any more despite
appalling numbers of people falling ill on a daily basis). I
digress – during lockdown, our small community here in
London was saved by the extraordinary efforts of our local
corner shop keeper. When everything was closed and we
were all under house arrest, sorry, in isolation, our local
hero, Vimal, worked tirelessly, often up to fifteen hours a
day. Vimal would make endless trips, always on foot,
delivering essential supplies to those who were too ill, or
disabled, or too fragile to fend for themselves, up to 11:30
at night. Nothing was too much trouble for this man, who
looked after the community with endless kindness,
compassion and brightened up everyone’s day with a
smile.

Vimal’s efforts did not go unnoticed. To our delight, he
received royal recognition for his
work. Sir Kenneth Olisa, Lord-Lieutenant of Greater
London, wrote to Vimal on February
12th 2021 on behalf of the HM The Queen, offering thanks
for his extraordinary efforts.
We were so thrilled for him and the local paper even ran an
article and photo of our local hero. That’s when it all went
horribly wrong.

Back in 2014, Vimal enrolled at a college to further his
education. A close friend was taken seriously ill and Vimal
accompanied her to India as she was too weak to travel
alone. Whilst he was briefly in India, the College lost its
government licence, unbeknownst to Vimal. Arriving back in
the UK, his passport was taken away at the airport, as
were his identity papers. They have never been returned.
He was stuck. Vimal kept appealing to remain in the UK.

The wonderful article in the local paper about the royal
letter prompted the Home Office back into action. The very
definition of irony.

We were all utterly bewildered, shocked and dismayed.

We felt helpless. One man against the might of the Home
Office. But then the ideas began to
flow. One smart woman used her initiative to start a
Change.Org petition. We’re a small
community so, frankly, I expected maybe 100 signatures.
Imagine my astonishment when it
received 129,368 signatures! Next, a GoFundMe
crowdfunding platform was started which
raised a staggering £14,854. Then the local press was
contacted. After that, a firm of lawyers joined the fight. Then
the local MP was approached, a meeting was held, and he
added his support.

To keep up awareness, a march was organised and the
route took everyone past the homes of the people that
Vimal had cared for selflessly. The sun shone, the drums
banged, the good humour was contagious, and the MP
made a splendid speech to the hundred local citizens who
turned up, proudly holding their homemade banners and
signs.

As I stood in the march, in the midst of the fellow
inhabitants of my local community from where Charlie
Chaplin, Max Bygraves, Tommy Steele, scientist Michael
Faraday, Jenny Agutter and Michael Caine had all hailed
from, I was struck by the wonder of it all – that, when we
work together, in harmony, we can move mountains. We
are not the ‘little people’. We are not insignificant. Together
we are a force to be reckoned with. There we were
together, all ages, all ethnicities, all working in harmony.

The energy was palpable. Whether the Home Office will
change their mind, we will wait to see the outcome of the
appeal, but we acted, we stopped feeling helpless and
started to feel hopeful. We captured the very essence of
‘community spirit’ and you know what? It felt good. One of
the marvellous things about community is that it enables us
to welcome and help people in a way we couldn't as
individuals.

As Helen Keller so rightly said, “Alone, we can do so little;
together, we can do so much.”

Long live Wolfie Smith!

If readers want to sign the petition or donate the links are:

The petition link is: www.change.org/letvimalstay

The GoFundMe crowdfunding page is: bit.ly/FundsforVimal

Traces of Class A
Drugs at Sandgate
Members Club
Traces of cocaine have been found at a members' club after
police and council officers investigated a complaint about alleged
drug use on the premises. Swabs were taken during a visit at the
venue in the Chichester Memorial Hall in Sandgate and the
results came back showing that the class A drug was present on
surfaces in the club.

An FHDC spokesman said: "Licensing officers visited Sandgate
Members Club on February 11 as part of regular monitoring
activities of licensed premises with the police. Swabbing was
undertaken during the visit by police in response to a complaint
FHDC had received alleging the use of drugs at the premises.
The police fed back the outcome of the results to the club."

A police spokesman said: "Kent Police officers regularly attend
licensed premises, along with representatives of the local
authorities, to ensure licensing conditions are being upheld and
that businesses are being operated in a way which discourages
any illegal activity.

"After traces of cocaine were detected on surfaces during a visit
to a premises in Sandgate, Kent Police's local licensing officer is
working with the licensee and Folkestone and Hythe District
Council to prevent any drug use in the venue in future.

The Club published a statement stating "Our drugs policy is that if
anybody is found using drugs on the premises they will, as
before, be expelled from the club for life," they said. "We are
being as firm as we can possibly be. It is not tolerated in our club
and will not be tolerated."
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In addition there will be delicious refreshments, filled
rolls and cakes to eat with your coffee, and whole
cakes to buy and take home. Also many varied stalls
and lots of craft.

New Romney, St Nicholas.

Messy church, the children’s ministry is back. The first
one was at St Nicholas school on March 3rd, and was
a happy creative time of bible stories, craft and
prayers. At the moment it is only open to children at St
Nick’s school, but if volunteers could be found, it would
be good to extend it to other schools in the area. The
April one would fall on Easter Saturday, so it has been
moved a week to Saturday, April 23rd. Please note the
change of date.

Storm Eunice caused some appreciable damage to the
roof, and work is proceeding to get it repaired.

Newchurch. St Peter and Paul.

The Easter themed Spring market is on Saturday, April
9th from 10.30am -12.30pm. Please note the change of
date, so as not to clash with other markets on April
2nd. As well as many church stalls, there will be craft
stalls, so to book a table, ring 01303 311779.

Romney Marsh Community Church.

Worship has continued on Sunday mornings at
10.30am. Children’s teaching and craft during the
service takes place, for all ages, and all are welcome to
the services, with a combination of old and new
Christian music.

There was a spike of covid cases connected with the
church, and several Sundays were very thin on the
ground, but hopefully everyone will be out of isolation
for Easter!

There will be a Good Friday service at 10am, followed
by Hot cross buns and coffee. Refreshments have
been cancelled while there was so much covid around.
The All age celebration on Easter Sunday will be at the
usual time of 10.30am.

The church is organising an Easter cross trail, and
many members of the congregation have offered to
take part. The cross can be as big or small as you
wish, and made of anything you wish, indoors or out of
doors. There will be a guide, to tick off, and all the New
Romney venues are walkable. People who live further
away may also be taking part, which you can travel to
by car.

Snargate. St Dunstans.

The next HC service is on April 10th at 9am. There will
also be an Easter Sunday service, at 9am, although

this is out of the routine on 2nd and 4th Sundays.

There are several fund raising concerts being
organised for the summer, including one by Narropera,
who have given of their time and talents in previous
years, before the pandemic, and there are one or more
concerts during the jam festival.

St Mary’s Bay. All Saints.

Social events are going well, and the next one will be
bingo on Monday, April 25th, at 2.30pm. There is an
excellent hall attached to the church, and open to
bookings from all types of organisations, whether for
one off occasions or regular bookings.

See Church magazine for Easter services.

St Mary in the Marsh.

There will be an Easter fair on Saturday, April 9th,
10am-noon. Easter egg hunt at 11am. Masses of
stalls, home bakes, chocolate stall, children’s craft
corner, and a warm welcome to everyone.

Church Chuckle.

A small chapel advertised for a musician to play for the
services. Advert also added, small honorarium
available. One applicant said, I’m musical, and I
haven’t played one before, but I’m willing to give it a
try!

Wit and Wisdom.

In the 15th century, when towns were more self-
contained and governed all the own business, the town
clerk of New Romney had a serious job, with all the
upheavals of that century. After one particularly tedious
set of accounts, he wrote, in Latin of course, “So long
as we are alive, let us live with a joyful heart” Maybe a
good lesson for today.

“The Gift of the Sea, Romney Marsh” by Anne Roper.
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Covid With the relaxation of all covid rules, churches
are free to use any measures they think fit for the
safety of all the congregation. There has been a
severe outbreak of Covid in our area, which churches
have had to work around.

Food Bank. The bank at the Romney Marsh
Community Church is open from 4pm-5.30pm on
Tuesdays. The bank can give you enough food for 3
days, tailored to the needs of your family. It is also
open to individuals and couples, not just people with
children. You need a voucher, so ring the Citizens
Advice bureau on 080 2082 138 to obtain one, or the
church office during the morning on 01797 366855,
and explain your needs, and obtain a voucher.

For the Lydd food bank, please ring Rev Chris on
01797 329345 to find out latest details.

All supermarkets and many churches, collect for the
food bank, and the special needs at the moment are
instant mash, ladies deodorant, washing pods and
toilet rolls. Other well in date, unopened food is
welcome, but at present they have plenty of tinned
soup, pasta, rice, baked beans, rice pudding and
custard.

Easter is a time for special services and events, and
each church will be having their own pattern of
services. So keep an eye on notices and the Marsh
Message magazine for details.

Brookland. St Augustine.

Sunday, April 10th. Evensong, 6.30pm. Friday, April
15th, Good Friday service at 9am. Wednesday, April
6th and 20th Holy communion at 6.30pm.

There is a community pantry cupboard for anyone who
needs food, run in conjunction with the school, and a
bookshop, open to anyone, when church is open.

Burmarsh, All Saints.

The big fund raiser of the year is the Plants, Pimms
and Ploughman’s, which this year is on May 15th from
11am to 3pm. If any green fingered friends care to rear
plants for this occasion, the church would be very
grateful.

Gayna and Shaun, landlords of the Shepherd and
Crook have been very supportive of the church and
community over the years, and have now sold the
business, and everyone has been very grateful for
their efforts. The community looks forward to
welcoming the new landlord.

Dymchurch, St Peter and Paul.

A plaque has been installed by the Commonwealth

War Graves Commission to commemorate the fact that
a soldier, A.W Heyhoe, based in Dover as a gunner
died in action, and was buried in Dymchurch, where
his body was recovered. He came from Wisbech and
he is recorded on their war memorial.

The church is still looking for a musician to play for the
services, and would welcome anyone who wanted to
join the panel, of readers or prayers for the
intercessory prayers and bible readings.

Greatstone, St Peter’s.

St Peter’s will be hosting an Easter coffee morning on
Saturday, April 9th from 10am –12md. Lots of stalls
and tasty refreshments, and warm fellowship. All
welcome to support the church in this way.

A fun event was held at the Lent lunch on Tuesday,
March 1st, which was also Pancake day. The 3 local
priests, the 2 Rev Chris’s and Rev Jackie had a
pancake race! Despite a lot of pancake around the
place, the clear winner was Rev Chris Hodgkins! See
the photo of the flying cassocks in the Marsh Message!

Ivychurch, St George.

The churchyard has been helped by the 5th continent
organisation in recent years, to make it wildlife friendly.
Planters have been planted with herbs at the East end
of the church, and these are open to anyone who
would like to use or care for them.

On Easter Sunday, there will be a service at 3pm
followed by an Easter Egg hunt for children. If wet, it
will be in the church.

Croquet Club. This opens on April 4th. Club days are
Mondays and Wednesdays. If you are interested ring
Andrew on 01797 363097.

Lydd, All Saints.

There will be a church Spring clean on Friday, April 8th
from about 9.30am. Anyone who would like to help is
very welcome. Refreshments and materials provided.
For details ring Pat on 01797 320108

The south side of the church has been allowed to grow
wild in the spring and summer, and this has proved a
haven for wild flowers and insects. They have been
helped by Dr Nikki Gammans a specialist on bees, and
conservation.

The Tower open day and Fair, is on Monday, May 2nd,
from 10.30am -4pm. Tower trips will take place, at £3
each. There are limitations and regulations on going
up the tower, with minimum age for children, 10 years
old. See church magazine for terms and conditions.
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