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When we broke the news
that Rooks, one of the
largest independent
butchers shop chains in
the south east went into
administration, local
customers in Hythe and
Folkestone were hugely
disappointed that they
would no longer be able
to get fresh produce in
the High Street.

At the time things looked
very bad indeed with the
staff only finding out on
the Sunday that they had
lost their jobs and that

the shops shutters would
remain down.

As the story of the
insolvency order broke
on the Sunday, Looker
Editor and District
Councillor responsible for
economic development
and business support,
David Wimble took the
opportunity to contact
Peter Vickerman from
Aldington Fresh Foods to
see if it was something
he would possibly be
interested in taking over if
a way could be found.

Peter had also heard the
news and was wanting to
get involved as soon as
possible.
Aldington Fresh Foods,
has been running for a
number of years having
started out supplying fish
to many local restaurants
and when they moved
from Dymchurch to
Aldington, they quickly
developed a complete
fresh food service that
was both wholesale to
hotels and restaurants
but also offering superb

Continued on page 2 3
0
0

E
d
it
io
n

thNew butcher Shop returns
to the High Street

New Butcher’s Shop returns
to the High Street



T SMITH
ROOFING & BUILDING

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING RENEWALS & REPAIRS

Slate & Tile Roofs Flat Roofing Systems
Lead Work Chimney Repointing Moss Removal

Guttering Fascias & Soffits uPVC Cladding

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK
Free Quotations Reliable Local Service Fully Insured

Email: tommy_smith73@yahoo.com
Tel: 07512 697872 or 01233 640620
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EDITOR’S
WORD

I cant believe we have made it to issue 300 of
The Looker! When I started this paper 12 years
ago most people thought it may last a few
months but then I would get tired of having to
write lots of new text every two weeks along with
editing around a lot more from contributors. Plus
design the adverts and the layouts. And sell the
advertising, send it off to the printers and then
deliver the paper. The look of the paper has
changed beyond recognition from the original
black and white publication when only 1000
copies were printed.

One of the main reasons we have lasted so long
has been the support from Wealden Printers who
have printed the paper from issue 3 and apart
from a 2 month break in the first lockdown, have
printed every issue and always delivered on-time
to us every two weeks. You will see some stories
about The Looker and the highs and lows of the
paper in this BUMPER issue, but I would like to
take advantage of this extra large edition to say a
few thank yous.

Thank you to everyone past and present who
have played a part in the paper, including our
ever expanding team. Not just the writing team,
John Wimble, June and Michael Gooch, Russel
Tillson, Jan Holben, Zoe Gill, Andrew South and
Emily Wheeler, but all the people who write in
letters. And a special mention for my mum and
Vicki Dawson who has helped deliver the paper
nearly every edition since we started.

But the final mention for this different Editor’s
Word must go to my partner Sarah White, who
not only helped me turn the paper into a
successful business and managed to keep it
going throughout the pandemic, but is also the
companies accountant and takes care of things
like VAT returns and making sure that I chase up
all the advertisers who owe us money (which
since she has been a part of the paper is not
many)!

Finally all the advertisers who without whom, we
could not cover the print bills and of course, YOU
the readers.

Happy reading David Wimble

award winning locally sourced produce to members of the
public.

After only a few months they won their first award from the
produced in Kent best retailer category and have since
gone on to win many titles both locally and nationally.
Two years ago the business expanded into Dymchurch,
with another shop that has proven that there really is a
demand locally for fresh local produce.
For many local people as well as retaining a butcher that
will supply everything that Rooks had previously
supplied, and so much more when it comes to ready to
cook products like their own freshly prepared stuffed
chicken breasts and kebab skewers, the former
manager, Darren Shorter and most of the original staff
have been retained.

Mr Shorter, who was the person who originally broke the
news on social media as soon as he heard about the
immediate closure, has been working with the team from
Aldington Fresh Foods and working in their Dymchurch
shop for the last few months, whilst Peter Vickerman the
owner of the business has been working with the legal
team to ensure that everything has been sorted out and
the shop will be ready to reopen in the coming days.
This has been a huge investment not only in terms of
money but also time to get the shops both in Hythe and
Folkestone signed over. Both shops have had work
doing on the interior, and it is hoped that both will be up
and running in a matter of days.

Not only are local residents but other High Street traders
delighted to see the shop re-open as a butchers. April
Gough from Brooks Tea Rooms told The Looker: “I think
it’s fabulous that the shop will open again very soon, we
have been using their produce for some time now and
the quality really is first class”.

Andrew Benson said: “When Rooks closed down, it was
like a large part of the High street was going too, we no
longer have any independent butchers in the town and
buying meat from a supermarket is not the same as
when you get to know your local butcher and they can
prepare your meat how you want it. It’s very brave in this
climate, but I am sure that the new owners will
automatically be onto a winner and the people of Hythe
will support them.”

Garden Town
moves one step
closer
The Public have been invited to examine the revised plans
for the controversial 8,000-home Otterpool Park 'garden
town' near Hythe.

The detail of the application for outline planning permission
for the new Otterpool Park New Town, which will be built
between Hythe and Ashford, will be put on show at a public
exhibition at Westenhanger Castle on May 19.

As well as thousands of homes, if approved the
development will boast new schools, health centres, open
spaces, restaurants, shops and other leisure facilities. The
project is unusual in that it is being developed by the Land
Owner, who also happen to be the Folkestone and Hythe
District Council, which has set up a company, Otterpool
Park LLP, to manage the delivery of the ambitious scheme
over a timescale of 25 years or longer.

Its amended outline plans have been drawn up following
feedback received in earlier rounds of consultation with the
public. They hopefully will answer some of the issues that
some people have raised. Changes include the inclusion of
Westenhanger Castle within the site boundary, with the
addition of land to reflect the likely requirement for a
wastewater facility, and additional land for road junction
works at Newingreen junction.

Andy Jarrett, managing director of Otterpool Park LLP, said:
"We'd like to invite people to come and find out how we
have amended the planning application in response to
people's comments. Visitors will be able to learn about how
we propose to address local housing needs, employment
and our approach to topics like heritage, sustainability and
travel around the site and beyond."

Although the May 19 event at Westenhanger Castle will
provide the chance for people to find out more and ask
questions about the plans, formal comments on the outline
planning application must be submitted to Folkestone and
Hythe District Council via their website before June 24.

The team behind the proposed development, which will be
50% green space, say it takes inspiration from the local
landscape, culture and heritage of the area.

It will be one of the largest new communities in the country
and is expected to deliver more than 9,000 jobs over 25-30
years.



Instead of an all-night dance party, the event started
at 11 a.m. on Saturday morning and finished at
midnight.
Rohan explained to us that he wanted to attract
people to the district, while working with local
agencies like the district council, Kent Fire and
Rescue and the Kent Police, they wanted to minimise
the disruption.

This year saw a number of very large sound systems,

but with modern technology the noise is able to be
kept down to a minimum outside the dance arenas.

One party goer Stacey Lawn from Croydon told us:
“The event was so well organised. I did not really
know what to expect, the marshals and security were
so polite. I think it’s great that someone has gone to
all this trouble to cater for the music that I love and
grew up with in the 90s. Now I am a 52-year-old, I feel
it’s hard to find places that cater for us. Modern
festivals seem to be for older generations or younger
people, so this is fantastic”.

Amongst the artists who performed at the festival
were: So Solid Crew, Sigma, Danny Howard and
Ministry of Sound, as well as many other acts
including Nathan
Dawe, Hybrid
Minds, Kings of the
Rollers, Sub
Focus, Artful
Dodger, DJ EZ and
Wideboys.

Event organiser Rohan Mulvaney said: "The event
went extremely well, 4,500 attended with the sun
shining. Early feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive which reflects the whole vibe on the day. The
quality of production and sound was uncompromising
with our headline acts making this an event to

remember, it really does feel like the Connected brand
has landed."

The airport remained live throughout the event, with
aircraft and emergency Air Sea Rescue helicopters all
day long as normal.

Another Connected Festival is already planned for
2023, which is sure to be an even bigger success.

Photos: Dan Desborough
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Phil Sterling
Garden Service

All it takes is one call for a complete garden service, 
that is professional reliable and friendly. Most of all it is

built around your needs, whether my services be weekly,
fortnightly or monthly, I’ll always get the job done.

• Paving • Driveways • Decking • Grass Cutting 
• Fencing • Garden Make Over • Garden Walls 

• Pruning • Hedge Cutting • Ponds • Tree Work
And much more…

Telephone: 01797 364952  Mobile: 07548 201324

philsterling06@gmail.com 01303 232575 01797 363399
enquiries@loulabellesflorist.co.uk 33 High St, New Romney, Kent. TN28 8BW

Nearly 5,000
party- goers come
to Lydd
Over the past few years illegal parties in our area have
come under huge scrutiny with people simply appearing
on the beach, setting up sound systems and then waiting
for coaches full of people to turn up. These parties cause
traffic chaos and disturb neighbouring residents. These
were common features of the illegal rave culture of the
1980s and 1990s. .
Lydd airport held several raves in the 1990s under the
‘World Dance’ brand. Three years ago, a local
entrepreneur wanted to organise a more modern dance
festival and worked with the airport landowners to launch
their own Connected Festival, the first all night music
event. Then, as with most things, Covid came along and
scuppered plans to follow up the event the following year.

But Rohan Mulvaney, and his very dedicated team, never
gave up on bringing a world class event for music lovers
to come and enjoy. When he showed The Looker around
the site last week before this year’s event, he explained
that in the first year, the team really went for a huge event

with some huge stages and those who attended were
amazed at what was produced. Keen to build on that
success this year they had retained the same concept,
but also wanted to create a full festival feel. Instead of
holding the event on the hard stand and in hangars like
the old World Dance parties had been, an alternative site
on the airport was chosen on an adjacent field, which
helped create more of a festival feel.

The site still had the five huge dance Marquees and big
top tents, but all the way around the site illuminated
tables and open spaces allowed 4,500 party goers time to
relax. Another change was the timing of the festival.

Photos: Dan Desborough

Photos: Dan Desborough
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The Mayoral Star awards, for service to the Town, were
presented to Mr Nick Sanderson, whose parents accepted
on his behalf, and Miss Charlotte Snooks.

‘Nick has been a
keen supporter
of Litter Picking
Watch Romney
Marsh and helps
to keep the
Littlestone area
and beach clean
and litter free
when he can. He
is an inspiration
to younger
people.’

‘Charlotte has
raised money for
‘The Shed
Foundation’,
developing skills
and opportunities
for people with
learning
difficulties /
disabilities. She has supported other local community
groups and assists at Mayoral functions.’

The Town Mayor also recognised the work of his Mayoral
Cadet Callum Beard, and the Mayor’s Scouts, Oakley
Davies and Mae Bovingdon.

Cheques were then presented from the Mayor’s Charity
collection, to ‘The New Romney Country Fayre’, for
£2,000.00, and to ‘Light Up New Romney’, for £750.00.
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www.firmagerfuneralservice.co.uk

Email:firmager@funeralpartners.co.uk

24 hour service
Prepaid funeral plans

Home Visits

Eco funerals available
Private Chapel of Rest

Monumental Mason

A friendly voice at a difficult time
Firmager Funeral Service Ltd.

OWEN HOUSE, Fairfield Road,
New Romney, Kent TN28 8HS

Plenty of off road parking available

To Speak to Helen or Ashley
Telephone: 01797 369227

‘Your Local Centre’ for both Trade
and also DIY

We have a large range of building
Materials and experienced staff

To help you.
Every Friday there will be a 10% discount for all over 60's in branch only...

Unit 4, Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New Romney TN28 8FA

Tel:01797 363633BILT New Romney
Builders Merchants

The Annual
New Romney
TownMeeting and
Pride of New Romney
awards 2022
The Annual Town Meeting for New Romney took place in
The Assembly Rooms, New Romney on Wednesday 27th April
2022. It was chaired by The Right Worshipful The Mayor of
New Romney, Councillor Paul Thomas, and was well attended
by Councillors from the Town, District and County, as well as
local residents.

Short presentations were given by representatives from: New
Romney Skateboard Group on their proposal for an extension
to the skatepark; Folkestone and Hythe District Council, on
Community Led Housing; Romney Marsh Morris; 1st New
Romney Brownies, appealing for volunteer support and
members; and 1st New Romney Scouts.

Reports were then received from New Romney Town Council,
the local Kent County Councillor and Folkestone and Hythe
District Councillors, and Kent Police local PCSO, and
opportunities for the audience to ask questions were given.

The Town Mayor then presented the Pride of New Romney
Awards to some surprised and pleased recipients.

The award for Individual Service to the Town went to Mrs Ann
Bidwell.

‘Over many years, Ann Bidwell has been and continues to be
involved in a wide range of local groups. Few organisations
have not benefitted from her help in some way. She is always
willing to lend a hand to others and has been responsible for
bringing a great deal of joy to many local people in one way or
another. Ann’s unlimited energy, patience and kindness has
benefitted our community for years.’

The award for Individual Service to the Town by a Young
Person went to Miss Mae Bovingdon.

‘Mae is amazing. Not only is she Mayor’s Scout and Explorer
with 1st New Romney Scout Group and a great Scouting
Ambassador, supporting younger scouts, sharing skills and
organising fund-raising initiatives but she has also been a
reliable and invaluable helper at 1st New Romney Brownies
for many years, supporting the Adult Leadership Team and
being a role model for the younger girls and, more recently,
assisting with the technicalities of remote Zoom meetings and
activities. Mae gives much of herself to our local youth and is
cheerful, engaging and mature beyond her years.’

The award for service to the Town by a Community Group or
Organisation was presented to Light Up New Romney.

‘Light Up New Romney has provided a positive experience for
the residents of the Town and District. It has encouraged
community participation and cooperation. At the darkest time
of year, this group brings everyone together and after two
years of uncertainty, Light Up New Romney once again
brought the Town and community a much -needed lift with its
amazing lantern parade.’



Hub had given, with the loan of a mini bus, which
enabled many trips for
local children who might
otherwise not have had
the chance to get out.

Since the last Public
town Meeting Lydd
Airport, has had a new
managing Director take
up his post. And David
Hainsworth, gave a very
comprehensive report
explaining that a large
amount of work had
been started to move the
airport forward to the
next phase of it’s
expansion. This included a huge investment in the two
new hangers and the soon to be up graded Biggles Bar
and restaurant. And he also gave information on how
the airport put itself forward to set up the first
vaccination centre for the district, which operated
flawlessly and helped deliver thousands of vaccination
jabs.
Jon Wilson reported on the hard work, which had
transformed the old New Romney Day Centre, into
what is now known as the Romney Marsh Community
Hub. Again this was a report of good news, explaining
how much the Hub is delivering to our community
within these very testing times.
A very informative talk on how to recognise signs of
dementia was then given by Wendy Richley and Suzi
French.

The evening then was
handed over to
residents to ask
questions of the
Council. One of the
main lines of
questioning was based
around the towns
CCTV or lack of it.
Elsewhere in the paper
you will see our take on
CCTV which has
proven to be a very
expensive drain on
town resources, with
often no prosecutions
following. This was
promised to be a
separate agenda item
on a up-and-coming
meeting.
Local resident Pete
Webb had a quite
heated debate with the
Chairman of the council
and Ian Dimmock
handed The Looker a
report, which is being
currently disputed
within an independent
enquiry. (It would
therefore be
inappropriate for The Looker to report on this).
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baycarpets. 

Carpets, Vinyls, Laminate and LVT 

Family Run Business 

Stocked Products 

Competitive Prices 

Quality Products 

Friendly Team  

Expert Installers   

Call: 01303 870999 

Unit 5 Heritage Court, Mountfield Rd, New
Romney, TN28 8FA.

Covering Kent and East Sussex for a FREE Home
Sample Service, Get in touch now to book yours.  

New Romney Showroom 

Lydd Town Annual
Meeting
As you have read in other parts of this edition, it is the
time that most of the Town and Parish Councils hold
their annual meetings.
The Looker has since it’s inception always tried to
cover these meetings and apart from the two years of
Covid has always had a report on the meetings. Some
Councils no longer invite us to attend, Hythe and
Dymchurch always had a report but we have yet to see
it.
So I was more than happy to attend the annual Lydd
Town Council Meeting.

In previous years, these meetings have sometimes
been quite vocal. But I have to say that this years by
comparison was well
attended and apart from a
few vocal objections, went
quite smoothly.
The meeting was opened by
Worshipful Mayor Martin
Sweeny, who welcomed all
the members of Public and
also introduced the evenings
guest speakers.

After his report, where he
stated that it has been an
honour to have been the

Mayor for the past year, although sometimes it was
challenging due to covid restrictions, he explained how
he was happy to open some new projects including:
The Rype swing park, the Jubilee celebrations and to
restore the tennis courts for the residents to enjoy.

He also mentioned the charities that he had been
raising money for including: Prostate Cancer UK, Lydd
House Playgroup, Last Chance Animal Rescue
and the Army Benevolent Fund. He thanked Tracy his
wife for her support along with a big thank you to
Deputy Mayor Bob Jones.

District and County Councillor Tony Hills then gave his
report along with Clive Goddard.
In a very comprehensive pack that was given to
members of the public, full reports were received by all
the district partner
agency’s along with local
reports from Lydd Town
Museum, which is now
open for the first time
since the covid outbreak.
Reports from The Lydd
Dementia Café were also
included.

It was then time for the
guest Speakers to take to
the stage.
Reverend Chris Maclean,
gave his report from the
district and mentioned the
support the Community
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Dymchurch Tesco
ATM raiders in
court
Two men have appeared in court charged with
conspiring to steal cash machines across the county.

Construction worker Anthony Pemberthy, 43, of Calder
Road, Maidstone, and Stephen Davenport, 60, of the
town's Ashford Road, are alleged to have been
responsible for six ATM thefts committed between
November 2019 and March 2021.

Diggers were used to cause considerable damage in
each of the incidents, with large amounts of cash
stolen, however in Dymchurch raiders fled without any
cash, but causing thousands of pounds worth of
damage that left the store closed for weeks.

The attempted robbery at the Tesco Express on
Dymchurch High Street, in February 2021 had used a
large Volvo style digger, which was heard rolling along
the A259 from beach replenishment works in the early
hours.

Both defendants appeared at Medway Magistrates’
Court today to face the charge over their alleged roles.

A

Bail application was submitted on behalf of Pemberthy
on the basis the dad-of-four, who works in
construction, was the sole "breadwinner" for his family.

But chair of the bench Lois Birrell turned down the
request and remanded both men in custody to stand
trial at Maidstone Crown Court on June 8.

With the store being closed through the start of the
pandemic it meant it was hard for people to get essential
food and supplies until it reopened several months later.

Littlestone Lifeboat
Station’s new lifeboat
goes into service
It says everything about the
amazing support we receive from
the public that even during a
global pandemic, the RNLI is still
able to build, equip and deliver a
new lifeboat.

Littlestone RNLI Lifeboat station
has put its new boat into service
last week, the boat is named
after very special lady, Jean
McIvor, who left the RNLI a
generous legacy that allowed the
station to have the brand new Atlantic ’85 boat built at
Cowes.

Mrs Jean Campbell McIvor from Middlesex passed
away in October 2017 and was a WRAF radar operator
during WW2 and also the River Thames Punting
Champion from 1947-50.

Mrs McIvor’s legacy was in excess of £600,000 so it
wasn’t only able to pay for the lifeboat but any remaining
funds are to be used for the running costs of Littlestone
Lifeboat Station, so there will be an ongoing connection
between Jean McIvor and Littlestone for many years to
come.

The new Atlantic 85 will eventually take over operational
duties as we say a fond farewell to the stations Atlantic
75 Fred Clarke which served the station for over 10
years.
Crews have been training on the new boat for many
months, but because of the pandemic training on the
new boat has taken longer than normal.
The new '85 goes three knots faster than the '75 it
replaces (35 knots compared with 32 knots) and can
stay at sea for longer (3 hours compared to 2.5 hours).
It also has upgraded electronics including radar and
UHF direction finding equipment.

Although the official ‘introduction to service’ was a low
key affair, the station announced on its social media that
a more public reception would happen later in the year.



should also budget for annual running costs and
maintenance costs. A maintenance contract should be in
place providing a regular six monthly clean and health
check of the cameras, plus a call out and repair option.
The Control Room equipment will also need maintenance
and repair. If the scheme requires a rapid police response
to incidents, then there will be some form of monitoring
required. This is the most expensive element, especially if
24 x 7 monitoring is
required. Any
scheme requires on
going management
to ensure legal
requirements are
being met, there is a
form of reporting and
accountability to its
customers, and liaison with the police. Where a Control
Room is being used it will have its own running costs that
will need to be covered - heat, light, power, telephones,
transmission rentals, radio licenses, replacement tapes,
DVDs, etc. All schemes will have to upgrade and replace
cameras and monitoring equipment at some point - a
general guide is approximately every 5 years. All
schemes should consider and plan how they will fund
these replacements.

Given earlier CCTV cameras have ceased to be fit for
purpose, resulting in the police being unable to rely upon
the images for evidence, many town councils have
upgraded to 4K Ultra HD quality cameras. The evolution
of wireless technology has enabled every single camera
operated by a council to be monitored and controlled
remotely from a single control room, which reduces the
number of staff required to operate the system. The new

systems are also less expensive to install or relocate.
instead of having a team of people watching many
screens looking for suspicious behaviour, modern
software spots this automatically and can alert the
operator immediately, and so fewer monitoring screens
and security staff are needed. The new hi-definition
cameras offer wider angled images and greater zoom, tilt
and pan capabilities, allowing councils to do more
monitoring with less equipment: reducing initial outlay and
long-term maintenance expenditure. Not only do they
spot and alert suspicious behaviour to staff, but they can
also zoom in for close identification, take sharp images
and, because of linked cameras, they can track
suspicious individuals as they travel through an area.
They can even count the number of individuals in a single
place. They also massively increase the usefulness of the
images collected in helping solve crime and prosecute
offenders. Modern CCTV systems can have automatic
number plate recognition built into them so that the police
can be immediately informed about dangerous drivers or
suspicious vehicles.

Any town council installing CCTV will, like Folkestone
town council, need to devise a CCTV Policy, which will
identify the location of cameras and outline the
operational objectives, which will include identification of
anti-social behaviour, support for the police in the
detection of crime and the protection of key buildings.
The CCTV System must be registered with the
Information Commissioner and operated in accordance
with the requirements of the General Data Protection
Regulations. Viewing of the recordings must be restricted
to those legally entitled to access (primarily the police),
with a register maintained by the Town Clerk. A
complaints procedure should also be in place.
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CCTV ahelpor
hinderance
At a recent Lydd Town Council Annual meeting the
subject of CCTV came up for about the 10th time in as
many years. There are plusses and negatives so The
Looker thought we would take a look at why it can
and can’t work for a community.

CCTV is an antidote to crime and anti-social behaviour
and the evidence shows that if cameras are liberally
deployed around the main trouble spots then it works as a
deterrent, though it is not as effective as a greater police
presence on the streets, especially at weekends when the
pubs are closing as that is when a lot of anti-social
behaviour occurs. It is, however, an extremely expensive
option. The system is often operated under a contract
between the town or parish council and the county
council, which manages the control room and has direct
contact with the police. It is far from unusual for a town
council to allocate over £10,000 a year towards the cost
of monitoring CCTV.

There are many variables that will affect the cost of an
individual scheme, depending on the selected design and
size. Several costs are involved and all need to be
considered and identified before the scheme is approved.
The first group of costs are installation costs. The cost of
cameras will vary depending on its specification (static, or
a pan, tilt, & zoom model), its features, the power of a
zoom lens, its robustness, its ability to operate in low light
levels, any infra-red facility, and whether it captures black

and white or coloured images. Next, there are mounting
costs, which are dictated by whether the cameras are
mounted on a wall or a pole, as well as any anti-vandal
measures that need to be put in place. Third, the
recording equipment: are cameras linked into an existing
system or do they require new equipment? New recorders
are now digital, so there is hardware and software to
consider. There also needs to be secure storage of the
recording and recorded material. Transmission costs are
incurred in getting the images from the camera to the
recording equipment and vary greatly over the distance
travelled and the means of transmission selected. If larger
distances are involved this might require roads or
pavements being dug up. Another option is renting cabling
from a telecommunication company, which entails a
connection fee, plus an annual payment. With digital
recording use of computer networks becomes a realistic
option and is much cheaper than laying new fibres.
Designing and Installing a CCTV scheme is a specialist
skill that requires knowledge of the various technologies
and options available, together with the legal
requirements. A consultant should be involved at some
stage, whether to review proposals, or design and
oversee the installation of the whole scheme. The council
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Running Waters Holiday ParkRunning Waters Holiday Park
We currently have TWO of the LATEST Luxury Lodges Available

on our NEW Development

Lydd Road, New RomneyLydd Road, New Romney

Situated on a quiet holiday park to suit elderly buyers. No Children and No Pets

Please call for appointments : 01797 458 355 or 07555 274862

With painstaking detailing throughout our homes screams quality, sophistication and
luxury. The acclaimed layout remains the same with a side entrance to the lounge.

These homes have a beautiful panoramic view over the Romney Marsh and are all ready
for you to move in. They feature Warm, sumptuous curtains and blinds with the rich
colours and textures of the kitchen units and worktop brought together with rustic

beams and stunning fitted carpets.

But don't take our word for it Book an appointment and view for yourself

Award
Winning

Site R.M.W. Scaffolding

01797 362521 • 07947 488606 • 07787 556388
6 Priory Close, New Romney

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST

Free Estimates * Competitive Rates

24 Hr Emergency Call Out
365 Days A Year

Council Approved Contractor
Fast Efficient Service
* All work Guaranteed

C.I.T.B. Construction Skills Registered

Over 
30 Years

Experience
£5 million Public
Liability Insurance

Martin
Chamberlain
Electrical
Services

Fully Qualified and Insured Part P registered Electrical Contractor
Over 25 years experience within the electrical contracting industry

Call me for all domestic or commercial electrical work
Re-wiring, consumer units and electrical heating

‘FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS’

WWW.MCESROMNEY.CO.UK
Telephone: 07725 855688

www.sterryfuneral.co.uk

Sterry Funeral Service

Proudly serving your local community since 2003

Sterry Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. We offer a 
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a 
home visit. We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01303 272 525
93 Cheriton High Street,

CT19 4HE

Folkestone

01303 264 400
41 High Street,

CT21 5AD

Hythe

•	 24-hour service 
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest

• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans

Folkestone Channel
Rotary inducts two
newmembers
Channel Rotary is delighted to announce that Clare
Grove and Mike Parry have joined us as Associate
Members. Both are very experienced in marketing
and media and are an excellent addition to our
Media/PR team led by Nigel Hart. President Gary
Calver said that:
“Clare and Mike have already helped us with their
knowledge and skills and we are very pleased that
they have chosen to become Associate Members of
Channel Rotary”.

Clare is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Marketing and has headed up DRIVE Marketing
based in Folkestone for 9 years. She is highly
experienced across a wide range of business sectors
including new homes, automotive, education,
healthcare, insurance, IT, legal, leisure and
hospitality, recruitment, retail, telecommunications
and travel. Clare is passionate about her work and
speaks regularly to businesses, charities and
schools about all aspects of marketing and events.
She is a keen supporter of Kent cricket, and most
weekends - come rain or shine - can be found pitch-
side supporting her sons’ endeavours at cricket or
rugby.

Mike has worked in the broadcast, branding,
advertising and marketing industries over the last
thirty five years and has already helped Channel
Rotary as a volunteer with our annual Triathlon,

Sleep-Out in aid of the homeless and the Folkestone
Covid Vaccination Programme which inoculated over
250,000 people. He honed his skills with
broadcasters such as ITV and Sky Television and
then pursued a career in design and post-production
through his own facility in Soho, London. Since then,
he has worked for a wide range of clients including
International Olympic Committee, Premier League,
Football Association, Hewlett Packard and Volvo. He
now has his own motion graphics and design
company based in Folkestone’s Creative Quarter
and has recently worked with Screen South
(Folkestone), the Folkestone Triennial and BBC Arts
New Creatives. Mike and his artist partner Sue
moved to Folkestone in 2016, attracted by the area’s
creative vibe and edginess! He enjoys walking his
dog and is currently training as a watchman for
National Coastwatch in Folkestone. He is a West
Ham fan and loves local history.

Induction of (L to R) Mike Parry and Clare Grove as
Associate Members of Channel Rotary by President

Gary Calver and PR Chairman Nigel Hart

Fountain Centenary
Celebration

A Victorian ornate fountain has recently celebrated
100 years of opulence in Folkestone. The Sidney
Cooper Weston memorial fountain was honoured
at its location in the Bruce Porter Garden at the
corner of Wear Bay Road and Wear Bay Crescent.

The fountain hit the news a few years ago when it
was restored to its current form by local man
Robert Mouland, who took it upon himself to
repaint the fountain. This caused an outrage as he
was seen by many local people as doing the job
that the Town Council should have undertaken.

Mr Mouland has since continued to restore the
fountain, in collaboration with both the District and
Town council backing him.
To add to the event a former East Kent Guy Arab
double decker bus was giving free rides to anyone
who wanted to attend the occasion.

There was a musical accompaniment to the event
and some people were dressed in Victorian
costume.

Mr Mouland had organised the event with local
town councillor Mary Lawes, who has supported
the project.
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There’s still
plenty of
coastline for
dogs to explore
Dog owners are being reminded of the annual
seasonal restrictions coming into effect on nine of
Folkestone & Hythe’s beaches from Sunday.

But with the district boasting 26 miles of sand and
shingle beaches, there are still plenty of choices for
your four-legged friends along our coastline.

The following beaches are dog-free between 1 May
and 30 September each year to ensure everyone can
enjoy the seaside, as well as maintain water quality:

Sunny Sands, Folkestone

Mermaid Beach, Folkestone
(in front of the Lower Leas Coastal Park)

Between Sandgate Castle and BP service station,
Sandgate/Seabrook

Between Twiss Road and St Leonards Road, Hythe

Between Sycamore Gardens and Martello car park,
Dymchurch

Between The Fairway and the river outfall, St Mary’s
Bay

Between the water tower at Madeira Road and Clark
Road, Littlestone

Between The Jolly Fisherman car park and 17 The
Parade, Greatstone

Between 114 The Parade and 172 The Parade,
Greatstone

Cllr Stuart Peall – Cabinet Member for Enforcement,
Regulatory Services, Waste and Building Control –
said: “These measures are common across the
country and are there to ensure all residents and
visitors can enjoy our coastline.

“We ask owners to respect these seasonal restrictions
by using the other dog-walking areas our district is
blessed with. Penalties of up to £1,000 can be issued
to those who don’t follow these reasonable rules.

“I would also like to thank the majority of people who
clear up after their dogs and ensure they are on leads
where required – on The Leas in Folkestone for
example.”

Visit folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/environmental-protection/
dogs-on-beaches for more information about the
restrictions or check local beach signage.

Dog poo contains high levels of harmful nitrates which
can reduce the quality of our bathing water and harm
local marine life.

Please join the thousands of dog owners who are

already helping to keep our waters safe by bagging
your dog waste, then binning it. Don't forget you can
place bagged dog waste in normal litter bins too.

The Magpie
The Magpie is one of those birds that is hard to ignore
for it has a widespread distribution, not only across the
Marsh countryside, but also in our towns and villages.
It is a large, obvious, black and white garrulous bird
with a reputation for being a bit of a scoundrel and a
thief. This myth was memorably perpetuated during a
past TV advertising campaign against burglary and car
theft when a gang of magpies were portrayed breaking
into a house and vehicle.

Some of us of a certain vintage may also remember
the enormously popular magazine television
programme for kids that ran throughout the 1970`s:
Magpie, a sort of working class version of Blue Peter,
but with much `cooler` presenters. There was also an
accompanying catchy theme tune alongside
Murgatroyd, the show's streetwise Magpie.
However, I digress. Currently we've got a pair nesting

in an adjacent garden thicket in New Romney. They
started building the domed, stick structure back in
February with the breeding cycle now just about
complete as three short-tailed juveniles have left the
safety of the nest, with probably a couple more to
follow. They've certainly provided us with plenty of
entertainment fluttering around the lawn and begging
for food from the adults.

Magpies, as with many other members of the crow
family, are very successful due in no small way to their
adaptability and intelligence. They are also highly
sedentary and this intimate knowledge of a territory is
another reason for their success.

In recent decades as the countryside has become
more inhospitable due to changing farming practices

Magpies have found richer pickings around us

humans, and they're not particularly fussy in their
choice of food; Magpies can often be seen picking over
road kill carrion or plundering town centre litter bins for
discarded takeaway food. Naturally, they will take
anything from berries and fruit, invertebrates and bird
eggs, and are not averse to killing small mammals and
fledgling songbirds.

Traditionally Magpies have come into conflict with
gamekeepers for their egg-loving habits, another good
reason for a move into urban areas. However, one of
the densest populations locally is on the Dungeness
National Nature Reserve where groups of up to twenty
are not uncommon. Their scavenging habits often
brings them to the tideline where they forage amongst
the flotsam and jetson alongside gulls and Turnstones.

We perhaps all remember the popular Magpie rhyme
from our schooldays:
one for sorrow, two for joy, three for a girl, etc.
However, at my school there was an alternative `grown
up` version which started off: “one for anger, two for
mirth, three for a wedding, four for a birth”, and ended
with: “eleven for England and twelve for France”.
Unfortunately, seven and eight degenerated into a
bawdy, unrepeatable playground stanza which if
replicated here would probably receive the order of the
red pen from the editor!

The full unexpurgated version will no doubt be lurking
somewhere on the internet, if you do need to know...

By Paul Trodd

WILDLIFE
Matters
WILDLIFE
Matters
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12 Year No Quibble Guarantee

Fully Fixed Quotations

Highly Trained Engineers

Spread the cost
Of your new Worcester boiler

0% finance available

New Boiler Installation Specialist

Accredited Installer

www.ecoheatph.co.uk

New Boiler
Installation

General
Plumbing

New Bathroom
Installation

Service
& Repair

12
YEAR

Guarantees

FREE Hive
Active
Heating
Control
with your new boiler

Quote Looker

Free No Obligation Quotation
No Call Out Fees

Telephone: 01797 369250

Your reliable Friendly local company

Folkestone
Seafront
Development
Company
submits plans for
further 110 new
homes

The look and shape of the Folkestone seafront will
have some new landmark buildings as plans for the
next phase of housebuilding on a stretch of coastline
have been submitted for council approval.

110 apartments overlooking the English Channel are
proposed as part of the ongoing the regeneration of
Folkestone harbour and seafront. The design is said
to compliment the existing homes on Marine Crescent
and the sea.

The detailed plans submitted to Folkestone and Hythe
District Council, for an area known for now as Plot
C1, include a mix of one, two and three-bedroom
properties, new shingle gardens, a play area, and a
café and restaurant with a terrace enjoying sea views.

If the development is approved there will also be
parking for 130 vehicles and 136 bicycles, as well as
access to the beach boardwalk to connect the new
homes to the food-and-drink destination at the
Harbour Arm.

The planning application has been produced by the
Folkestone Harbour & Seafront Development
Company, which is led by billionaire philanthropist Sir
Roger De Haan.

Paulo Kingston-Correia, general manager of
Folkestone harbour, said: "The Harbour Arm has
gone from strength-to-strength, and the new homes
are at the heart of our efforts to bring back key parts
of Folkestone's coastal heritage and sustain the area
for the benefit of the town's residents, visitors and the

local economy.
Much has already been achieved through our
investment in the redevelopment of the Harbour Arm
and the boardwalk as a great place to spend time.
Plot C1 will add to our efforts to create a vibrant area
where people can live and enjoy all that the harbour
and our town have to offer."

298 extra police
officers recruited
in Kent to keep
streets safe
Newly released figures show that 298 police officers have
been recruited in Kent as part of the Government’s pledge to
put 20,000 more officers on the streets by March 2023.

Since the recruitment drive was launched in 2019, the 43
police forces across England and Wales have seen an
additional 13,576 police officers recruited, putting the
Government on track to deliver on its manifesto promise,
despite some Mayors failing to hit their targets.

The additional police for Kent builds on the Government’s
Beating Crime Plan and Police, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts Bill – aimed at reducing crime, protecting victims and
making the country safer.

Damian Collins MP has welcomed the
announcement that 298 police officers
have been recruited in Kent since
September 2019, bringing the total
number of officers up to 4,027.

The latest figures are part of the
Government’s drive to get
20,000 more police officers on the street by March 2023, and
puts the Government on track to fulfil its manifesto
commitment with 68 per cent of the target now met.

Across the 43 police forces, an additional 13,576 officers
have been recruited, bringing the total number of police
officers in England and Wales to 142,526 – where they are
already having an impact in tackling crime and keeping
communities safe.

The latest figures also show that the police are more
representative of the communities they serve. More than four
in ten new recruits since April 2020 are female and nearly 12
per cent of new recruits identify as belonging to a Black,
Asian, Mixed or other minority ethnic group.

However, the figures show Labour Mayor’s Sadiq Khan and
Andy Burnham, who run the Met and Greater Manchester
Police forces, the largest and third largest forces in the
country, failed to meet their targets for recruiting additional
officers. Sadiq Khan fell 133 officers short of his target and
Andy Burnham fell 30 short of his.

The 13,576 extra officers will support the Government’s
crackdown on crime, which has seen the launch of the
Beating Crime Plan and the passing of the Police, Crime,
Sentencing and Courts Bill through the House of Commons.

This builds on the action already taken by the Government
since Boris Johnson became Prime Minister two years ago –
including boosting police funding to a record £15.8 billion and
delivering £70 million through the Safer Streets Fund to make
neighbourhoods secure.

Commenting, Damian Collins MP said: “From working with
our local police force, I know just how valuable more police
officers will be in helping crack down on crime in Folkestone,
Hythe and Romney Marsh. The 298 additional recruits mean

there are now 4,027 police officers in Kent, helping to pursue
criminals, keep neighbourhoods safe, and reassure the law-
abiding majority.
These figures also reveal that where Labour are in power,
they are failing to deliver. Once again this demonstrates that
only the Conservatives can be trusted to keep people safe
and deliver on the priorities of the British people”.

Commenting, Home Secretary Priti Patel
said:

“When this Government took office in
2019, we made a promise to the British
people to recruit 20,000 extra police
officers to cut crime and keep
communities safe - and we
are delivering on that
pledge. These extra officers
are getting out on the streets
helping to cut crime and protect communities up and down
the country – and they are reflecting the communities they
serve better than ever before, with the highest ever
proportion of female officers and officers from diverse
backgrounds out there making a difference.

It is disappointing to see Labour Mayors in charge of some of
our biggest police forces failing to meet their targets for
recruiting more officers, particularly given how quick they are
to tour TV studios demanding more help from the government
for their own failures.”
Our Beating Crime Plan will give these officers the powers
they need to stop crimes happening, support victims and
keep serious offenders in prison for longer – keeping the
streets safer for all.”



Are young people interested in politics?
Do young people care about politics? Looking at voter
turnout figures may suggest not, but this is only part of the
story. In recent years, the headlines have been peppered
with young people taking to the streets to protest issues
that resonate with them, notably the Black Lives Matter and
climate change marches mobilising across the country. A
brief litmus test on social media would suggest much the
same, the active political debate and popularity of
grassroots activism is a marked contrast to the disinterest
and disengagement that young people are often castigated
for.

About 54% of 18–34-year-olds voted in the 2019 UK
general election, compared to 78.5% of over 65s and an
average turnout of 67%. So clearly young people are
disengaged with the current political system. But purely
attributing this disengagement to disinterest or apathy risks
disregarding political actions that transcend the ballot box
and fails to grasp the very real disillusionment that many
young people feel with mainstream party politics. A lot of
young people feel that the mainstream political parties do
not champion their main concerns; climate change,
affordable housing, social justice and living costs, to name
a few. Therefore, while they are less likely to participate in

traditional politics, they are more likely to take broader
political actions to encourage change that will affect their
lives. For example, 20% of 16–24-year-olds have
volunteered for a charity in the past year, 53% have signed
an online petition and 54% feel that protest marches
achieve their purpose.

In 1967, the political scientist Peter Pulzer wrote: “Class is
the basis of British party politics; all else is embellishment
and detail”, however, age is now by far the largest
demographic division in our politics. So, we have a
generation of young people who are interested in decisions
that affect their future and who, broadly, have a different
perspective to other demographics on the direction our
country should be heading. We have an interested and
well-informed generation eager to spur the government to
action, it’s up to politicians to listen to them and galvanise
them into action at the voting booth on election day.

What’s more, the health of our democracy may depend on
it.
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Outstanding new homes from 
Kent’s premium housebuilder

EmilyWheeler
…. Asks?

Church Approach, 
New Romney, 

TN28 8AS

We prefer you to swear by your IT, not at it! 
Contact us now 
01797 363385  

enquiries@thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk   

*Remote IT support for business or home
*New & refurbished sales
*Call-outs for business or domestic users
*Preventative maintenance 
*Repairs to most electronic devices
*One to one training in your own home

Computer support,
maintenance and
repairs by local people 

Having problems with your IT? 
Need help setting up a new device?

Phone or tablet needing a new screen or battery?
 

www.thecomputerpeopleltd.co.uk

We Offer:
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Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY
Derek Linch (Mot & Service) LtdDerek Linch (Mot & Service) Ltd
Sycamore Farm, Old Romney, Kent. TN29 9SY

www.romneymarshtyres.co.uk

Call:01797 367717 or 364466

SERVICING - REPAIRS -WELDING
MOT’S on class I, II, IV and VII

All makes of
NEW TYRES:

free fitting and balancing

MOREWAYS
TO PAY FOR
YOUR
PARKING
Folkestone & Hythe residents and
visitors will soon have a greater choice
when it comes to paying for parking.
The option to use contactless payment is to be
added to 35 of Folkestone & Hythe District Council’s
60 pay and display machines – all of which will still
be able to accept cash.
The remaining 25 machines are older and cannot be
upgraded, although five will be replaced. Motorists
will also be able to continue using the RingGo
service to pay for their parking.

Currently, coin transactions make up 40% of car park
payments, while RingGo is 60%.

The minimum value for card payment is to be set at
£1.40 in order to reduce card payment fees.
Customers wishing to pay amounts below £1.40 will
need to pay cash or use RingGo.

Cabinet members agreed to the £27,000 upgrade of
the 35 machines to accept contactless payment and
£20,000 on replacing the five machines. They also

agreed to spend £41,000 on installing
an Automatic Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) system at the Sandgate Road
car park in Folkestone.

This will be trialled for a year, with the
potential to roll out ANPR to other car
parks, or replace the remaining 20
machines with new ones that will accept
card payments. Cash payment options
will be reviewed at the same time.

Disabled badge holders will continue to
have three hours free parking in all car
parks. Blue Badge holders wishing to
continue using Sandgate Road car park

will be asked to register. All pay and display
machines will be disability compliant.

Cllr Ray Field, Cabinet Member for Transport and
Digital Transformation, said: “Alternative payment
options such as contactless card payment machines
and automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) will
improve the efficiency of parking facilities and will be
well received by customers. I also believe some
customers will be happy to know that they can still
pay using coins.

“Adding these additional payment facilities is likely to
improve usage and make significant operational
savings.”

Work is expected to start in the next few months on
the machines. Visit folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/parking
for more information about car parks in our district,
including how to get a resident or visitor parking
permit.



races have taken place on that day. The 2020 race was
run in July due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The dramatic events of the 1913 Derby produced the
most sensational race in its history. On the morning of
the race, a protesting suffragette, Emily Davison, bought
a return ticket to Epsom’s Tattenham Corner Station. As
Davison slipped under the running rail, her attempts to
grab their bridles were unsuccessful. Then, she stood
purposely in front of Anmer, owned by King George V.
and putting her hands up, apparently to grab the bridle,
she was forcibly bowled over by the horse, who, a split-
second later crashed to the ground. In the aftermath,
Davison was taken to hospital, where she never regained
consciousness and died. The 6/4 favourite Craganour
was controversially disqualified, and the race was
awarded to the 100/1 outsider Aboyeur. The 1828 race
finished as a dead-heat, but Cadland won a run-off
against The Colonel by half a length. The 1884 race also
finished with a dead-heat between Harvester and St.
Gatien, though this time there was no run-off. Minoru in
1909 was the first Derby winner owned by a reigning
monarch, King Edward VII. Fifinella, in 1916, who also
won The Oaks, is the most recent of only six fillies to win
the race. Airborne in 1946 is the most recent of only four
grey horses to win the Derby. Champion jockey Sir
Gordon Richards finally won the race in 1953 after 27
unsuccessful attempts. A mechanical starting gate was
first used in 1901 and starting stalls in 1967. The first
Derby to be broadcast by BBC radio was in 1927, while
regular television coverage began in 1960. There are
several racing pubs on the Downs in Epsom named after
Derby winners. Perhaps the most famous, and one I
regularly frequented nearly fifty years ago when I taught
at Epsom College, was the Amato, named after the 1838
winner, who never raced before or after winning the
Derby.

Some of the more memorable names of Derby winners
include Assassin (1782), John Bull (1792), Hannibal
(1804), Whalebone (1810), Moses (1822), Dangerous
(1833), Coronation (1841), The Flying Dutchman (1849),
Diamond Jubilee (1900), Spion Kop (1920), Hyperion
(1933), Blue Peter (1939), Dante (1945), Never Say Die
(1954), Santa Claus (1964), Generous (1991), Dr
Devious (1992), Galileo (2001), Ruler Of The World
(2013) and Anthony
Van Dyke (2019).
The most recent race
(2021) was won by
Adayar, who
quickened up to the
line to claim victory
by four-and-a-half
lengths. The leading
jockey, with nine wins
is Lester Piggott,
while the
leading trainer, with
eight wins is Aidan
O’Brian, The fastest
winning time of 2m
31s was recorded
by Workforce in 2010
and the widest
winning distance of
10 lengths was
achieved by the fated
Shergar (1981).
Three horses have

won at odds of a hundred to one - Jeddah (1898),
Signorinetta (1908) and Aboyeur (1913). Her Majesty
The Queen has been welcomed to the Derby for nearly
70 years. Four days after her coronation in 1953 she
attended a sun-drenched Epsom Downs racecourse to
watch her first Derby runner. Aureole finished second and
is the closest she has come to victory in the race. At the
2016 Derby Festival she celebrated her 90th birthday. In
2019, The Queen met the legendary Lester Piggott
before she unveiled a life-size bronze statue of the
jockey. The Queen was at Epsom for all nine of his
Derby victories.

Racing professionals would almost certainly name Sea
Bird (1965) as the best Derby winner. Seldom had the
race been won with such complete, almost contemptuous
authority and his brilliant victory later in the Arc de
Triomphe confirmed his status. Of the many other
famous winners since then, probably Nĳinsky, winner of
the Triple Crown in 1970, would be high on any list.
Ridden by Piggott, he went on to sire three Derby
winners – Golden Fleece (1982), Shahrastani (1986) and
Lammtarra (1995). In 1971 Mill Reef, with Geoff Lewis
aboard, won the Derby, Eclipse Stakes, King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth Stakes and the Arc de Triomphe.
The following year he broke his near foreleg in training,
but made a full recovery, retiring to the National Stud to
sire Derby winners Shirley Heights (1978) and Reference
Point (1987). Other popular winners include
Pinza (1953), winning the Coronation Derby, from Her
Majesty’s Aureole; Troy (1979), storming up the straight
to win by seven lengths, and Golden Horn (2015) with
Frankie Dettori’s emotional celebrations in the winner's
enclosure. Galileo, an impressive winner in 2001 was
champion sire ten times, with three Derby winners: New
Approach (2008), Ruler Of The World (2013) and
Australia (2014), two winners of the Oaks and the
magical Frankel.

Any Derby winner must master the unique undulations of
Epsom. The horses break from the stalls and make their
way uphill to the highest point of the course, before
looping around the almost hairpin Tattenham Corner
bend and then sweeping down into the famous straight,
where there awaits half-a-mile of turf that slopes violently
to the far side. Put Saturday 4th June 2022 in your

diaries. It is the date of this year’s race. And who will lead
them all home? If he runs, Star of India has all the
credentials. An alternative is Stone Age.
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AND ANOTHER
THING . . . . . .
by Russell Tillson

The Derby Stakes, also known as the Derby is a Group
1 race open to three-year-old colts and fillies, run
at Epsom Downs racecourse on the first Saturday of
June each year, over a distance of one mile,
four furlongs and 6 yards. It is Britain's richest flat horse
race, the most prestigious of the five Classics, and is
the most famous flat race in the world. It is sometimes
referred to as the "Blue Riband" of the turf. The race
serves as the middle leg of the historically Triple Crown,
preceded by the 2000 Guineas and followed by
the St Leger, a feat achieved by 15 horses, most
recently by Nĳinsky in 1970.

On 14th May 1779, Epsom Downs hosted the initial
running of the Oaks and, appropriately, Lord Derby’s
horse Bridget was victorious. At a celebratory party that
evening, it was proposed that a similar race should be
founded for both colts and fillies over a mile or a mile
and a half. The legend is that the 12th Earl of Derby and
Sir Charles Bunbury (the “perpetual president” of the
Jockey Club, and a guest at Derby’s house) spun a coin
as to whether the race should be called the Derby
Stakes or the Bunbury Stakes. In truth it is probable
that Bunbury deferred to his host. The inaugural running
of the Derby was held on Thursday 4 May 1780
attracted nine runners and was open to three-year-old
colts (8st 0lb) and fillies (7st 11lb), at 50 guineas each. It
was won by Diomed, a colt owned by Bunbury, who
collected the prize money of £1,065 15s. The first four
Derbies were contested over a mile, but this was
increased to the current distance of 1½ miles in 1784.

There had in fact been racing at Epsom since the
1640s. In May 1648, during the Civil War, the Earl of
Clarendon in his History of the Rebellion relates, “a
meeting of the royalists was held on Banstead Downs,
under the pretence of a horse race, and six hundred
horses were collected and marched to Reigate.’’ Under
the Commonwealth (1649-60), racing was banned, but
after its demise, the first recorded race meeting in the
country took place at Epsom on 7 March 1661, in the
presence of Charles II. Despite the fluctuating fortunes
in the town, race meetings on the Downs were a regular
feature from 1730, with prizes of cups and plates
provided by the local nobility.

By the 1830s the Derby had become firmly established
as the premier event in the racing calendar, and by the
end of the century, Derby Day had become not only a
major sporting event, but also “the Londoners’ day out”,
with or without their employers’ consent. From 1838 the
race was run on a Wednesday and huge crowds would
come from London, not only to see the race but to enjoy
other entertainment. In 1793, The Times reported: “The
road to Epsom was crowded with all descriptions of
people hurrying to the races; some to plunder and some
to be plundered. Horses, gigs, curricles, coaches,
chaises, carts and pedestrians covered with dust

crowded the Downs,
the people running
down and jostling
each other as they
met in
contact. Hazard,
cockfighting, E.O.
and faro assisted in
plucking the
pigeons, and the
rooks feathered their
nests with the
plunder.” There
were also illegal and
extremely popular
bare-knuckle boxing
matches, the exact
venue on the Downs
being kept a closely
guarded secret until
just before the fight.

For much of the 19th century and most of the 20th,
Parliament would adjourn to allow members to attend
the meeting. The fascination of Derby Day attracted the
aristocracy and the workman equally, shoulder to
shoulder for the day, and the flow of ready money
proved a magnet to both while in pursuit of a good time.
Most knew very little about the horses, the times of the
races, or the results. The serious betting was conducted
between around two or three hundred nobleman, layers
and ‘gentlemen of fortune’, who, on horseback or from
carriages, formed a ring around the betting post high on
the Downs. In 1827, a local printer, William Dorling,
produced the first race card – “Dorling’s Genuine Card
List”. The race card, revolutionary at the time, gave not
only the list of runners, but also their owners, pedigrees,
jockeys, colours and the ‘state of the odds’.

By the mid-19th century, the developing railway system
had revolutionised Derby Day. There were, however,
increasingly unscrupulous elements, such as thugs paid
to make the favourite ‘safe’, crooked jockeys in the pay
of ‘legs’ (early bookmakers) and con men in many
guises, who would stop at nothing to part both the
aristocracy and the tradesmen from their money. Villainy
on the Turf reached a new peak in the Derby of 1844.
The apparent winner Running Rein was in fact a four-
year-old named Maccabeus. The race was run in clouds
of dust, with Running Rein withstanding Orlando’s
challenge to win by three-quarters of a length. But
within an hour, Orlando’s owner lodged an objection.
Orlando was awarded the Derby, while the perpetrators
of the fraud fled to France. By the time that Charles
Dickens visited Epsom Downs to view the race in the
1850s, entertainers such as musicians, clowns,
conjurers and coconut stallholders were plying their
trades and entertaining the crowds. The Derby crowd
was the subject of William Powell Frith;s The Derby
Day, painted in 1858; critics noted that the foreground
of the painting features the entertainment attractions,
while the racing is relegated to the margins.
The Derby has been run at Epsom in all years except
during the world wars. From 1915 to 1918 and from
1940 to 1945, the ‘New Derby’ was run at Newmarket.
In 1995 the day was changed from the first Wednesday
in June to the first Saturday in the hope of reversing
dwindling attendance numbers, and since then all the



upside down, so it also had its own front page. The
feedback was great, but again without the advertising
income, it was hard to be sustainable. I had always
thought about covering the whole of the Folkestone and
Hythe district and finally last year as we came out of the
first lockdown, we ventured into Folkestone, at first with
a few hundred copies but now with many more.

When you consider that we are still free while the
Folkestone Herald has all but folded in our district, and
we print and distribute more copies than the Herald and
KM combined, I think we have cemented our place
against the Big Boys! We have had a few hiccups along
the way and at one point the paper was over £10,000 in
debt, which by modern standards might not seem much,
but when you are a one-man business, it gives you a
few sleepless nights. The problem was more than
anything else, the collection of money from our
advertisers. And I, along with my family, had to pay the
printing bill to get us back in the black.

Several business advisers suggested that we should
charge a pound for The Looker, claiming that we could
halve the print bill and bring in thousands of pounds a
week in revenue, but for me the unique thing about the
paper is that it is free to the community. I hope we can
carry on with this model going forward, although with
paper, ink and delivery costs going up, perhaps we will
have to revisit this in the future.

The paper still takes up a huge amount of time, I still get
up at 6 every morning, do my radio shows for Delux
Radio and Radiowaves, and spend a little time writing
the paper whilst the music is playing. I then head to
Hythe to the shop to open up, and my day then revolves
around council meetings before coming home to
complete even more writing.

Over the years we have tried to get other people
involved in the paper but being a community project, it is
hard to offer them any payment as we would then either
need to sell even more advertising or charge for the
paper. But luckily, there are other community minded
people out there who give up their time to make up the
paper every two weeks.

There are some quite spectacular numbers involved
with the paper:
Over 300 editions the paper has averaged 34 pages.
The average number of words on a page is 398 (taking
into account the pages with adverts).
So that equates to 13,532 words per edition.
Or 251,832 words per year.
Or 4,059,600 words since we started!

We have paid out over £400,000 in printing bills.
Each edition now has a 66-mile delivery route -
originally 39 miles.
So, at an average of 52.5 miles per delivery we have
driven 15,750 miles delivering the paper.

Although I do not know how much each paper weighs,
each pallet is a tonne, so I would estimate over 300
tonnes of paper have gone into producing the
publication.

Since starting it I have had 3 PCs and 3 Mac computers
and used up over 3 terabytes of information and
averaged 40 pictures per edition (12,000 pictures).
I am not sure what the future holds for the paper. There
is no doubt that it has proved very useful in helping me
to be elected to the council with the biggest majority of
any independent councillor in the whole of the
Southeast! And with the formation of our local
independent party, I am sure over the next 12 months
you will be reading about our district council candidates
and what we are standing for.

But for me the main reason I write the paper is simple. I
have had people like that charming fellow from
Shepway Vox website who has criticised me and
everything to do with The Looker, calling it ‘that so
called Community Magazine’. Well, I invite him to come
with me any Wednesday when I deliver it, where people
stop me in the street and ask if they can take a copy or
in many cases several copies as they then deliver it to
their friends. Or just stand opposite our shop in Hythe
High Street or at Sainsbury’s in New Romney on a
Wednesday morning and watch as hundreds of copies
are taken in less than an hour.

I have been asked about selling the paper on several
occasions and if I am honest should someone did come
along and offer to buy it, I might consider selling it, I
think this often on a Thursday after delivery and I stare
at a blank 40 pages in front of me. And I am sure an
established newspaper company could throw some
resources at it and develop it into an incredibly profitable
business.

But for me it’s all about being local and, if anything, I am
sure that the people who live in the district dictate the
way the paper will go in the future. So please keep your
letters and articles coming in and remember, if you are a
budding writer who has a few spare hours every two
weeks, do come and join our happy team.

I wonder if I will be writing an editor’s column like this for
the 600th edition?

Thank you for all your support.

David Wimble, Editor.
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Sowhy did ‘The
Looker’ start?
Looker founder David Wimble tells the story…

Twelve years ago, I was presenting the breakfast show
on Romney Marsh FM, the radio station we started for
the Romney Marsh area, and one of the features was
having the editor in the studio of the Folkestone Herald
every Thursday morning. He would wax lyrical about
everything that was in that week’s edition, which went out
to 3,000 people across the Marsh every week. I stopped
him and said this is all very good, but there is no news
about the Marsh in your Marsh edition, it’s all about
Folkestone and Dover, to which he replied, ‘Nothing ever
happens down here!’
Well, to say I saw red is a bit of an understatement.
Straight away I told him that I would start my own
newspaper. His direct response was: “Well good luck
with that; it will never be more than 12 pages long and I
give it four editions”.
That was 12 years ago and here we are 12 years on and
still going!

I must admit knowing what I know now, I might have had
second thoughts if I had realised how much work would
be involved. And first and foremost, I need to thank my
father (John Wimble) who has not only written a Marsh
Memory column in every edition, but has also proof read
most editions, which he does in about two hours over the
days before it is sent off to the printers. He is also
responsible for editing out some of my comments that he
says might be a little controversial!

I have been accused of making the paper a little political
over the past few years, something that I have always
been more than happy to answer…. Yes, it can be
political, and unashamedly so. Whenever we have an
election, several parties have found it useful to get their
message out to thousands of voters - in fact, Looker
readers are traditionally the kind of people who bother to
go out and vote. But I have always invited all the parties
to put forward political comment. That’s why you will
normally see information from Tory, Labour, and Liberal
parties in each edition. The only political party to ‘shun’
The Looker is The Green Party.

I still have not answered the question why I print the
paper. Well, it’s quite simple, I love the district that we live
in. I have spent most of my 55 years living in and around
New Romney and the Marsh. I have also worked all
around the world and have lived in London but keep
coming home. Our area is unique and even in the 12
years of producing the paper, the district has changed,
with an even greater influx of new arrivals.

I never had any intention of getting involved in local
politics, but The Looker is the conduit. The late Willie
Richardson, who was a town, district, and county
councillor, used to come on my radio show and
suggested that I should stand for the council, which I did
and then subsequently I was elected. At first politics and I
did not get on too well, being a member of the

Conservative party, I think I upset many people as I quite
often voted against what they wanted to do. I was
persistently told that I should vote with the party, to which
I would normally respond that I am here to represent the
people who voted for me and not a party. I think the final
straw was when I decided to go against the parking
strategy with its intention of imposing parking meters on
New Romney, Dymchurch, Lydd and Hythe. This was
voted through the council, but with the help of several
High Street traders, I managed to stop this and get it
overturned. I was doing this because I wrote about it in
the paper and was responding to what readers had said.

So I see The Looker as being an important part of our
community; we have always tried to hold people and
political parties to account and, yes, we sometimes get
things wrong. One thing I have learnt is that if you do get
things wrong, you should put your hands up and say
‘yep, that was my mistake, and I was wrong’.

There are those who don’t want any politics in the paper
at all, but I think political coverage is very important as it
tells you what is going on locally, and now that I am in the
Cabinet, I have far more idea what is going on, and so I
am keen to write about it.

It is very fashionable to complain about councils, but as
well as taxing you and giving you parking tickets, they
really do do a lot of good - especially in times of crisis like
the whole of the Covid period. If it were not for the swift
action of the district council, we would not have had the
three main hubs that have gone on to be such an
important part of our community, along with helping local
businesses to survive and handing out over £30 million in
grants to keep companies going through lockdown.

When I realised that the Looker was bucking the trend of
printed newspapers, I did think about starting up a
franchise to run editions in Folkestone, Tenterden, Rye
and Ashford. But the problem is that it takes a lot of time
to do this and unless you can give up about 15 hours a
week, to sell the advertising and write the stories, it
becomes a bit too much.

Originally, we were only going to cover the Romney
Marsh, but we soon spread to Hythe. Some readers will
recall we did at one point venture into Rye, with an
edition that was printed on the back of the Marsh edition, And reach thousands of readers every two weeks!

Espresso Coffee Eat in & Take-away Buffet Private Functions

Bucket Spade&

58 High Street, Dymchurch, Kent. TN29 0TA

www.bucketandspadecoffeeshop.co.uk

Telephone: 07503 353418



Page 28 Page 29

Tragedyof
FolkestoneCare
Homeafter
‘Unwitnessed
Accident’
The nation was shocked last weekend when images
appeared in national media of a resident at a Folkestone
care home following an ‘unwitnessed incident’. The
coroner’s autopsy identified a possible fall, although a
further pathology report is expected in advance of an
inquest in July.

92-year-old Olivia Martin was involved in the incident in
her room at the Grange Care Home in Cornwallis
Avenue, and was taken to William Harvey hospital in
Ashford, where she was found to have suffered a
fractured skull, bleeding on the brain and bruising. Two
staff at the home were disciplined for not following the
standard procedure by not using a hoist to lift Olivia from
the floor – instead lifting her manually into a chair. Olivia
later died at another care home in December, 2021.

“I don’t blame the carers in this instance,” said Olivia’s
granddaughter, Carmella Martin who is also a passionate
campaigner for better conditions for carers in an industry
under siege. “My grandmother’s case highlights the
problems which currently beset the care sector – staff
shortages, poor pay, long shifts and a lack of recognition
of the amazing work they do under pressure.”

An inquest is to be held in Maidstone on July 4th, to
ascertain the circumstances surrounding Olivia’s death.

The case is being championed by the vocal campaigning
organisation, Care Campaign for the Vulnerable
(CCFTV), which has been highlighting the importance of
safe monitoring in care homes for more than ten years.

“Unfortunately, Olivia’s case is not unusual given the

stressful work
conditions that carers
are currently having
to cope with,” says
CCFTV founder and
director, Jayne
Connery. “The staff
should not have lifted
Olivia onto the chair,
so we’d have to look
at the training
element here – we
can’t rule out neglect.

“We have been
supporting families
whose relatives have
suffered
‘unwitnessed’
incidents for years,
and we believe that
safety monitoring –
for example CCTV –
should be mandatory in care homes’ communal areas.

“We are currently providing direct support to 27 families
whose relatives have experienced unwitnessed injuries
since lockdown ended two months ago – an 80 per cent
increase compared with those before that date – although
we fear they could be many more families grappling with
similar situations,” added Jayne.

The care sector has been hit by a number of crises in recent
years – the mandatory vaccine requirement led to many
leaving the industry; others have left as a result of poor pay,
conditions, burn out and ill health, while thousands of well-
qualified carers returned to their European homes following
the Brexit referendum.

Carmella has set up campaigning group, Wellness
Communications to combat the problems facing the care
industry – lack of government support, pay and conditions
for carers, as well as genuine recognition for the work they
do for residents and in their local communities. Her
grandmother’s case has brought the desperation of many
families close to home.

“Although she also lived with Alzheimer’s disease, this event
should not have happened in a well-managed home. Whilst
I have a personal connection, my grandmother’s case has
served to highlight the difficulties many care homes are now
having to deal with, in particular with a shortage of
experienced and committed staff,” she said.

Another family member,
Olivia’s daughter Christine,
expressed her heartbreak at
the loss of her mother under
these extraordinary
circumstances.

"I feel absolutely devastated
that we trusted The Grange
with the care of our mum and
in my opinion, they didn't fulfil
their obligations", she said.

The Grange Care Home is
one of two homes managed
in Folkestone by Ashwood
Healthcare, and is rated as
‘Good’ by the Care Quality
Commission, although
currently undergoing a
review.Olive on her 90th Birthday Celebrations

The extent of injuries to
Olivia when in hospital in

December

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of London                                                            
68-70 High Street, Dymchurch, TN29 0NL 

 

A family run pub in Dymchurch high street & right by the beach. 
 

Split over two levels, the seawall level is a pub that opens for lunch & dinner which 
is children & dog friendly. There is a small outside seating area which is ideal to 

enjoy one of the gins from a large selection. We have a great variety of premium 
lagers & even many non-alcohol beverages. 

 
Our Sunday roasts are extremely popular so we do recommend booking.              

Our outside seating area is on a first come first serve basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

On the high street level is our restaurant which is open on Thursday-Saturday 
evenings by reservation only. Fish dishes are the speciality but there is always a 

meat & vegetarian option available. 
 

To reserve your table please phone 01303 873979 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LOOKER
300 AND COUNTING!!

The first edition proclaimed The Looker was
free; 299 editions later, it remains
free, and the front-page epithet is
nowadays ‘Priceless’. The Looker
was launched on 10th September
2010. It was 24 pages long, in black
and white. It was replete with spelling
errors and looked as if it had been run
off on one of those old-style Gestetner
machines. But it was authentic, and
passionate, and local – and destined to
become a huge success. The paper’s
editor had come up with the idea on his
Romney Marsh FM radio show and the
name at a beer festival in Ivychurch.
The lead article covered a proposal to
split the Lydd town council and to set up
a new parish council on the coast.
Other articles featured Richard
Branson’s foray across the Channel, the
feeding of foxes and cowboy builders.
Just as in 2022, there were recipes on
offer – in this case, for a Lookers Pie.
Another tradition that has continued over 300 editions
is John (father of David) Wimble’s trip down local
(‘Marsh Memories’) lane - here he wrote about a
postman’s first job as a boy messenger at New
Romney Post Office. And just like today, there were
ads galore, though I think none of them are still paying
their dues today, while a few such as The Seahouse
and the Royal Mail pubs no longer exist.

The second edition, published a
fortnight later, apologised for the
‘few spelling mistakes’, included a
Word Search and crossword, led
with the latest New Romney town
plan, and featured a good number
of congratulatory letters from
readers. No fewer than four pages
were devoted to the Lydd referendum
result, where 81 percent had voted
against the potential split. This issue,
together with sea defences and Lydd
airport expansion, received plenty of
coverage in the next few dozen
editions. By edition 50, published on 9th

August 2012, the Looker had
expanded into Hythe and Sandgate
(‘linking the local community’), and was
now in colour, with prominent red and
white headings for the articles. It had
acquired an Olympic Games logo (held
in London that year) and the editor
referred to ‘the more modern feel of the
paper’. He took great pleasure in
explaining that ‘the Looker is still

around, much to the annoyance of some people,
because we care about the Marsh, and the local
people’. A case in point was the two-page tribute to the
late Joyce Cockerill, or ‘Mrs. Dymchurch’ as she was

often called. The emphasis on local content was
reinforced with articles on Littlestone lifeboats,
the local impact of cutbacks in KCC freedom
passes, support for Hythe fishermen under
threat, and the likelihood of a reduction in the
number of Marsh district councillors. As in
every year, there was huge photographic
coverage of the New Romney Country
Fayre. And the paper had acquired a
regular column (‘Our Man in
Westminster’) written by the local MP,
Damian Collins.

The 100th edition (‘100 Not Out’ was
the banner headline) of The Looker
came out on 31st July 2014. By now, it
was an all-colour publication, printed on
glossy paper. The editor admitted that
his own grammar and spelling ‘aren’t
very good’. Debates over Lydd airport
expansion and the future of Dungeness
power station were still featuring
heavily, while the lead article was again
on the Country Fayre. The editor, by
now a district councillor, was having a

few public spats with Conservative policies, especially
over plans to introduce parking meters in Marsh towns
and villages. Tribute was paid to the highly professional
approach of Wealden Press, a company that has
printed the last 297 editions. By the time the 150th

edition (6th July 2016) appeared there had been
huge advances in the paper’s format and
artwork. The Queen’s 90th birthday was
celebrated, while the Letters pages
featured Terry Mullard and Vicki
Dawson – probably over the years the
most prolific contributors. The lead
article warned about over-
development on the Marsh, while
there was a satirical review of Lydd
Club Day – the first of many

excursions into the then fashionable
‘fake news’. Editions of The Looker

increasingly presented historical
photographs of different parts of the
Marsh, as well as recipes for both food
and drinks. The 7th anniversary edition
(20th September 2017) paid tribute to
Judith Richardson’s fifty years with the
RNLI, included articles on local farmers’
muck spreading and the vandalising of
churches, and introduced the now familiar
‘Dates for Your Diary’ calendar of local
events.

The 200th edition (200 Not Out), published
on 18th June 2018, and which included a
commendatory piece from Damian Collins
MP, saw David Wimble declaring that ‘it

has taken a lot of blood, sweat and tears, and a lot of
help from some good friends’ to keep the paper
going. There was a ‘clear mission to deliver an
accessible community newspaper every two
weeks’. To the question how long The Looker
could continue, he replied ‘All I will say is that I
will do my best and take it month by month’ –
well, nearly 50 months have elapsed since he
wrote that! In common with many an edition
since there was coverage of the debates over
the Princes Parade development and the
growing phenomenon of illegal migration
across the Channel. Churches’ Corner had
become a regular feature, as had full page
ads on the back page, usually from the
Cinque Ports Arms.

Since early 2020, the pandemic
and the accompanying lockdowns
and vaccination programmes have
dominated the news – one letter in
The Looker compared lockdown with
Orwell’s 1984. The Looker editor
was by now a member of the district
council’s Cabinet, and in the 250th

edition (3rd June 2020) he proudly
detailed his contribution at the planning
committee to supporting local residents
in the derailing of plans to build twenty
houses on the Coast Drive car park. His editorial
explained just how much he was looking forward to
being able to eat again in restaurants! By 2021, Vince
Shelly’s ‘Memory Lane’ and Russell
Tillson’s ‘And Another Thing’ had become
regular columns in the paper, as well as
a column devoted to Basic Gardening
Tips; ‘At the Movies’ would follow
months later. The front page carried an
impressive purple top to replace the
earlier red top. There were regular
editorials and articles on migration,
plans for Dungeness, green
policies, Otterpool Park and
Princes Parade. As normal service
gradually resumed, The Looker went
from strength to strength expanding to 40
pages and branching out into Folkestone.

Why is The Looker so successful? The
obvious answer is because it is popular.
It meets a need in the community that
has never previously been catered for.
Twelve years ago, the editor of one local
(and declining) paper sniped that The
Looker would last for no more than four
editions! From time to time, potential
rivals have appeared on the horizon, yet
they have quickly fallen by the wayside,
as none of them could ever discover the
magic formula that has made the Looker
part of the local furniture. Perhaps the
key quality has been sheer hard work –
early morning starts, chasing money from

advertisers, commissioning and writing the
stories, producing the artwork and the

photos, liaising with the printers,
delivering thousands of copies

– and then starting all over
again!

There are people who complain
about The Looker, but usually only

because it is so popular that all the
copies have gone before they have

reached one of the many shops
where you can collect it every other

Wednesday. Naturally some of its
views can annoy some people –
witness the lively letters columns
– but there is no censorship of
opinions, and the editor relishes
a good debate. The paper has
over the years operated from
various locations – the
editor’s own house, shops in
New Romney, a farm in
Burmarsh – but all the
different venues have one

thing in common. Despite
changes in the identity of contributors

and editorial team, the Looker has never once
failed to appear over its three hundred editions, despite
weather conditions, computer problems, illness,
financial constraints, and the pandemic. And the
original target of a 50/50 balance between editorial and
advertising has been achieved throughout.

In the end, as they say, what you see on the
tin is what you get with The Looker. It

is precisely what it always
promised it would be - a local

sounding board for local issues.
Heineken-like, it filled the parts

that local newspapers, with their
minimal coverage of Marsh issues,

simply did not reach. I think another
ingredient of The Looker’s success

is that, while it reports news honestly
and often with humour, it does so
without fear or favour. It is never
afraid to offer a view, however
contentious it might be in some
people’s minds. Its writers know the
area, they live in the area, and they
care deeply about the area. And
perhaps it is this that entitles them to
be irreverent on occasions, to ruffle a
few feathers, and to question the
local establishment – and, indeed,
national policy.

The Looker has been a vindication of
entrepreneurship and a fantastic local
success story. Regular readers look
forward to raising a glass to celebrate
its 300th edition and then many more
in the years beyond.



A Great British
Party at ‘The Leeds
Castle Concert’
this July
With so much excitement around The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee this summer, gather your friends and
family together for the ultimate patriotic party at The
Leeds Castle Concert on Saturday 9th July 2022. Get
ready to dress to impress, wave your Union Jack and
raise a toast to the return of this incredible summer
event. The Looker is Celibrating at Leeds Castle.
Come and Join us

For over 40 years this spectacular event has been the
highlight of the Kent social party calendar, offering a
mix of much-loved classical favourites alongside new
orchestral arrangements of popular songs, all
performed live by the acclaimed Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra (RPO).

From daylight to dusk, the audience will be a sea of
Union Jacks, candelabras and smiles. This really is a
truly memorable evening with a diverse exhilarating
programme. Let Conductor and Artistic Director John
Rigby guide you through the evening’s entertainment,
as you dance and sing along to well-loved favourites.
The Leeds Castle Concert will be a celebration of
friends and family “meeting again” this summer, as
concertgoers gather in anything from sparkly ball
gowns to Union Jack shorts and flip flops! Corks will
be popping across the Castle’s fairways as friends and
family gather again for an afternoon and evening of
world-class music set against the historic backdrop of
Leeds Castle.

As the gates open and people find their ‘spot’ on the
hill at the start of this popular annual event, everyone
will be in high spirits to be together again, hanging
bunting, eating picnics and enjoying the rousing
fanfares of the RPO with performances from returning
soloists and some new faces.

Down for the Count Swing Orchestra will return to the
stage with their electrifying show full of incredible
energy and musicianship. The band recreate classic
tunes from the Swing era but this is no mere nostalgia
trip – as each song is performed in their unmistakable
style, breathing new life into the best vintage music.
Down for the Count will really get the party started with
top-class instrumental solos, sublime vocal
performances and irresistible humour and joie de
vivre.

As the sun sets over the historic 900 year-old Castle
and the iconic Spitfire roars past in the skies above,

candelabras will be lit across the concert site as the
music continues until the fantastic firework finale.

Dr John Rigby said:
“I cannot wait to perform once again at the Leeds
Castle Concert and we have a fantastic line up of
soloists and programme this year. The people of Kent
are always such an incredible audience. It will
be wonderful to join the RPO to play live music again
in such a magnificent setting! Roll on the 9th July!”

Eating and drinking is a key part of the outdoor concert
experience. You can make it as cool and relaxed or as
glamorous as you like. Picnics are a fabulous way to
share your open-air concert experience with family
and friends – why not glam up your picnic with
champers? A great selection of tasty hot and cold
food will be available on the day as well as a cash bar
and the Prosecco Pot.It couldn’t be simpler to book
tickets for the Leeds Castle Concert, just visit the
website www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk for more
information. Picnic tickets are priced at £52 per
person. ‘Celebration Concert Packages’ make the
perfect gift, why not treat a friend or loved one so that
they can be part of this unique event. Find out more on
the website.

Purchase ten or more tickets and receive a 10%
discount. Brachers, a leading law firm in Kent, returns
as headline sponsor for the fifth year. Leeds Castle is
located near Maidstone in Kent just off Junction 8 of
the M20 and only one hour’s drive from London.
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 @leedscastleconcert  @lcconcert

TO BOOK VISIT

LEEDSCASTLECONCERT.CO.UK HEADLINE SPONSOR

Enjoy the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Conducted by John Rigby plus special guests, fly-over with a Spitfire 

and ending with a spectacular fireworks finale!

Discounted ticket prices available until 1st June
Book 10 tickets or more and receive a 10% discount.

with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestrawith the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra

The Looker Newspaper Presents…

The Looker
scores 300
not out!
Well, it’s hard to believe that 300 issues have flown
from the presses, but such has been the longevity
of the Looker, the marsh’s local paper.

The Looker was launched as a community paper for
the Romney Marsh and looked to fill a void left by
the likes of The Wealden Advertiser half of whose
coverage is in Sussex. In short New Romney and
the Marsh needed a local voice.

It has become commonplace to hear stories being
recounted from their appearance in the Looker. But,
it’s not just news of local flower shows or craft fêtes.
Rather, the Looker addresses the big issues
affecting Marsh locals. Typical of such stories are
the those of migrants landing along our shoreline,
the construction of Lydd Airport, various local house
building works and more.

The Looker gives voice to our local MP Damien
Collins who provides a fortnightly round up of what’s
new in Parliament affecting the Marsh.

It was in the recent lock downs that the Looker
really showed its’ metal. The paper became a

valuable link across the community when face to
face communication was impossible. The Looker
provided vital advice on the lock down and what
was expected of people. It also gave advice about
how to cope with the isolation that government
legislature enforced. Many of the stories featured in
the Looker provided food for telephone
conversations among locals.

The Looker’s founder
and editor in chief,
David Wimble is
committed to local
issues – he is a local
councillor – and he
will continue to
oversee the future
development of the
Looker as it moves
towards its next 300
editions.

Obituary
Audrey Walker
We are sad to announce the death of Audrey Walker, a
long-time resident of Littlestone, who passed away at a
care home in Winchester on 23 April at the age of 95.
Audrey’s association with Littlestone and New Romney
dates back to the late 1920s as her father, Claude
Webb, was chauffeur to Captain Howey, the founder of
the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway. Claude
helped to look after the first engines for the miniature
railway, which he also drove. Audrey attended
Folkestone Grammar School for Girls and was
evacuated to Wales during the war. She then relocated
to Cambridge where she met her husband, Pat, an
officer in the RAF. Audrey returned to Littlestone in
1983, when Pat became ill, to live near her sister, Eileen
Clinch. After Pat died in 1985, Audrey was determined
to build a life for herself and became actively involved in
the local community. She and Eileen raised money for
Guide Dogs for the Blind and the RNLI, and Audrey had
a long association with the local poetry society. She was
an accomplished pianist and enjoyed playing in a
quartet with other local musicians. Audrey was a very
enthusiastic bridge player, often playing four times a
week, and a keen gardener. She had many friends and
was a social member of Littlestone Golf Club. Fiercely
independent, Audrey enjoyed driving her car until she
was 93 and lived in her home in Madeira Road until a

few months before she died. Audrey had two
daughters, four grandchildren, and five grandchildren,
and will be much missed by them all. Her funeral will
take place at Charing Crematorium on Tuesday 31 May.
Details are available from Richard Steel and Partners,
Funeral Directors, on 01962 862333.
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ALLIANCE
Construction & Property Investment

Successfully Delivering Affordable Housing Schemes
Across The Folkestone & Hythe District

Proud to sponsor Memory Lane
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Top: Southlands School Football Team, c.1953.
Back left to right: Mr. Stuckey, Bob Anderson, Norman Horsley, Terry Piddock,

Ron Hutchens, Ian Tosh & George Gillham. Front: Roy Beale, Ken Reeves, Albert Terry, Brian
Mitchell & Mick Dray.

Bottom: Ladies Football Team at Romney Revels, c.1950.
Including Joe Tye, Peter Waddell, Mary Parsons, Florrie Jones, Jack Polden, Marge Smart, Maud

Lukehurst, Win Jones, Bill Prior, Betty Cloke, Mary Veness, Joan Masey
& Joan Chapman.

Having been a
regular visitor to
the Looker
Shop in Hythe
High Street, I
always leave
with a big smile
on my face,
firstly because
the front half of
the shop has (I
am reliably
informed over
280 different
types of
sweets!)

But in the last
12 months, the
shop has been
taken over by a
huge selection of model railways locomotives and
rolling stock, so much so that they are soon to be
moving to a new shop as they have currently
outgrown the existing one.

So I thought I would take a look at the history of the
‘Train Set’ firstly this is frowned upon by the ‘model
railway enthusiasts’ and if you see some of the
amazing models that are built, it really is much more
than just a box of bits, with some people having their
‘Layout’ taking over entire room(s) with huge set ups
with tunnels signals and illuminated houses and
street lights.

So if you really wanted to find out how the Hornby
Train Set as we know it started here is a short history

After the Great War (1918), German toys were out of
favour. To fill the gap in the toy train market, Frank
Hornby the maker of Meccano, started to produce 0
Gauge tinplate trains under his own name in 1920. At
first these were clockwork only, and were fastened
together with Meccano-style nuts and bolts, but
tabbed construction soon became universal. Electric
propulsion became available from the early 1920s,
while the range expanded to cover the four main-line
groups as well as special export versions, with a few
items appearing in colours never seen in real life!
The zenith was reached in the 1930s, with some
items nearing to scale, and the smaller 'M' line
offering great play value. Great emphasis was placed
on the quality of materials, paint and finish.

In 1938 the smaller scale Hornby Dublo was
introduced in both clockwork and the now universal

12 volts DC electric. Hornby Dublo featured diecast
locomotive chassis and bodies, with the coaches and
wagons having tinplate bodies. After the Second
World War, Hornby Dublo became the dominant
range, available in electric only, with 0 Gauge
clockwork now being aimed more at younger children.
Pre-war wooden buildings were replaced with more
durable aluminium ones, and the range was rapidly
expended. In 1958 plastic rolling stock in the Super-
Detail was introduced, followed by a change to 2-rail
operation. Production of all Hornby lines in England
ceased in 1964, although some of the Hornby Dublo
items were subsequently sold under the Wrenn and
Tri-ang brand names.

Hornby as a brand was then taken over by Lines
Brothers who manufactured the models in Margate.It
have gone through some lean times in recent years
being manufactured at the Rovex Factory and the
production of the models went to China.

Strangley though the recent Covid Pandemic has
lead to a huge upsurge in children of all ages 3-99
taking up the hobby again. And it is now one of the
largest growth none essential uk sales in the world.

Lots of people love railway modelling, even Sir Rod
Stewart is a confirmed ‘Puffer Nutter’.

If you want to see how the toys that you may have
had as a child has come along over the past few
decades call into the Kent Model Exchange in Hythe
High Street and maybe you will want to take up
‘playing trains’ (I know me saying this will wind up
David so Choo Choo!
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MarshMemories
Compiled By John Wimble Email: john@thelooker.co.uk

MoreMemories of the
1920s & 30s

“I was living in New Romney at the time and after
school or work, my friends and I would go to The
Institute in the High Street (where the Sorting Office is
today) where for a 1/- (5p.) a month, we could use the
reading room and library. We also had the use of the
three snooker rooms. The picture shows The Institute
decorated for the Coronation of George VI in 1937.
“We used to go fox hunting as well – not with a real fox
of course. One chap would go off in one direction and
after a time we would set off and try to catch him. This
could go on all day and if we lost him we’d use
someone else!
“ Another game was ‘Jack Strike a Light’. At night
someone would go out into a field and strike a light,
and we would try to catch him. While we’d be
blundering around in the darkness, they’d strike a light
again. Problems arose when we’d charge after our
quarry and there was a water-filled dyke in between
him and us!
“ My father was a Blacksmith and I spent a lot of time
working on the family farm on the Lydd Road on the
outskirts of New Romney (where the Petrol Station
was). I used to take a pig or calf by horse-drawn cart
to Ashford market – a journey of five hours. There was
also a market at Cheriton, where Tesco’s is now. The
annual sheep fair in August brought sheep from all
over the Marsh into the town. Fat lambs would be
driven down The Avenue to the railway station, leaving
the dirt road a quagmire.
“ Prior to the 1920s, large houses with mains drainage
were built on farmland east of The Avenue at
Littlestone. The development was known as ‘QC
Colony’ because there were so many high court judges
living there. In other parts of the town, a tanker would
go around and empty cesspools. The homes at the

newly developed Littlestone belonged to the rich and
aristocratic who mostly travelled down by train from
London to play on one of the two golf courses in the
area. The South East & Chatham Railway, fondly
called the ‘Slow, Easy & Comfortable Ride’, ran from
London via Ashford and Lydd to New Romney station,
opposite the present RH&DR station.
“ Our farm was a dairy farm and I used to make milk
deliveries by horse and cart and later in a Ford ‘Model
T’ to travel to St. Mary’s Bay. One day, the car broke
down and I had to drive it in reverse all the way back to
New Romney to get it mended. Luckily, there weren’t
too many vehicles on the road in those days. Just over
the light railway bridge on the road to St. Mary’s Bay
was the isolation hospital (on the left hand side). I was
very careful in depositing the milk just inside the door
before making good my escape!
“ Dungeness was known as ‘Nanny Goat Island’
because the residents depended on milk from their
own goats. A friend and I sometimes used to cycle out
to fish near The Pilot Inn, which was just a shack then.
One day, we had to shelter in a shed during a
tremendous thunderstorm and apart from the thunder
and wind, there was a lot of crashing and banging on
the corrugated shed and we were terrified. Later we
found it was the goats also trying to shelter from the
storm.
“ Next to the cemetery in Church Road in New Romney
was the workhouse. I remember the inmates spending
their day breaking rocks or feeding pigs. They were
allowed out on Saturday afternoons with 4d. to spend.
They used to spend their time picking up cigarette
ends from the High Street.
“ One thing I remember in particular from later years
was the Archbishop of Canterbury on his way to St.
Nicholas Church in New Romney. He stopped his
Daimler car by my cowsheds in Spitalfield Lane and
popped around the back to spend a penny! ” . . .
Gordon Bone.

Rotary Club
of Romney
Marsh
round off
another amazing year
For reasons nobody knows, the Rotary year runs from
1st July to the end of June and we have been delighted
with the response to our last two fundraising events of
this Rotary year, our Golf Day and our Annual Quiz
Night. In what has been a very difficult year for many
we are proud to have supported our local community
and selected international charities (including the
Ukraine appeal) to the tune of just over £15,000 over
the last twelve months. We thank the wonderful
people of Romney Marsh for your continued support,
we couldn’t have done it without you.

Golf Day – by Mark Singfield

27th April, the second of our modern era golf days at
the Littlestone Warren golf course. After some balmy
spring weather it was a cold and windy morning when,
at 7.30, my wife and I were in a buggy putting sponsors
signs out on the golf course.

22 teams duly assembled at the Littlestone Club house
for their pre golf breakfast muffin (a must if you are
visiting the club) and coffee, registration, chat with our
charity representative, and off to the first tee for team
photograph and golf. We played a Texas Scramble, a
fun alternative to more formal stroke play competitions,
and one that is enjoyed by experienced and slightly
less experienced golfers alike. First off was at 09.30
and last at 13.20. At times the dining room was
heaving with standing room only to be followed shortly
afterwards by a lull, but everyone was in good spirits
and the atmosphere was lively.

Throughout the morning our "raffle team" lead by Frank
Thrower were gently persuading the golfers to support
the raffle and many thanks to him and his team.

The golf was closely fought with the first and second
teams both being teams of 4 ladies. The winners
(pictured with Rotary member Gill Singfireld) were
Littlestone Warren members - Mary Miller, Sylvia
Capps, Carol Royle and Linda Coleman. The score, a
rather impressive nett 47 against the par of 69 for the
Ladies. Second place went to the Littlestone Warren
club captain, Shell Foster and her team including
TracyAnn Wood, Jenny Spedding and Karen Pickering
with an equally impressive nett 49.

Our Charity this year was "Dandelion Time", Dandelion
Time gives children and families time and space to love
and trust again, time to heal from emotional trauma
and abuse, time to rebuild confidence and strengthen
relationships and time to develop skills and aspirations
for a brighter future. We were delighted to support
them this year and are glad to have been able to make
a donation towards the cost of their Woodpeckers
Woodland Dell Project of just over £2,600.

Our thanks to all who supported the day, golfers,
sponsors, raffle prize donators, Littlestone Golf Club,
the Director of Golf, James, and the Secretary, David
and our Rotary Club of Romney Marsh members who
worked hard to ensure the day ran smoothly.

Whilst we haven't started planning next year’s event, a
provisional date has been suggested of Wednesday
26th April 2023.

Annual Quiz Night – by Trevor Harrison

The weather didn’t improve much for our Quiz Night
but on another wet and windy evening, more than 70
people gathered themselves into 14 teams under the
roof of the New Romney Bowls Club to take part in the
first annual quiz since 2020, Covid-19 having put paid
to last year’s plans. After a closely fought contest,
‘Fools Team Ahead’ (my favourite team name for the
evening) came out on top with 110 points with
‘Marshmallows’ only 2 points behind in second place
and ‘Old School Ladies’ and ‘The Procrastinators’
sharing third with 99.

Our chosen charity for this event was Pilgrim’s
Hospices and we are delighted to have raised just over
£500 to help them in their invaluable work in our area.
Our thanks are due to the NRBC for the use of their
clubhouse and bar and wonderful club members who
helped put it all together.

Unlike the golf organisers, we don’t have a date set yet
for 2023 but the feedback was very positive so we are
keen to do all over again next year.
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ZOE’S
Kitchen

Thursday 19thMay
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10.15 a.m.
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 20thMay
Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Bridge (New Romney) Meeting Point, Unit 12 Mountfield Road,
10 a.m. (1st & 3rd Fri)
Foodbank, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 6 p.m.
Haywardians Concert, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh Church, 7.30 p.m.
(tickets 07799-887335)

Saturday 21stMay
Craft Fair, Dymchurch Village Hall, 9 a.m.
Book Sale, St. Nicholas Church, New Romney, 10 a.m.

Monday 23rdMay
Sunflower Memory Café, Old School, New Romney, 10 a.m.
(2nd & 4th Mon)
Dymchurch Meeting Point, Methodist Church Hall, 10 a.m.
The Games Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Bingo, St. Mary’s Bay Church Hall, 2.30 p.m.
New Romney History Society, Old School, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 24thMay
Walking Group, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 10 a.m.
Pilates, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Yoga, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Dymchurch Art Society, Village Hall, 1 p.m.
New Romney Craft Group, Old School, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 25thMay
Drop-in Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church, Greatstone, 9 a.m.
Computer Club, Village Hall, St. Mary’s Bay, 9.30 a.m.
Seated Exercise, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Woman’s Wednesday Club, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Pilates, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 3 p.m.
Needlecraft Club, Old School, New Romney, 7 p.m.

Thursday 26thMay
Tai Chi, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 9.30 a.m.
Lydd Meeting Point, Hardy Hall, 10 a.m.
Dance Moves with Chris, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall, 10.15 a.m.
Pebbles Dementia Café, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 10.30
a.m. (2nd & 4th Thurs)
Art Club, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 11 a.m.
Craft "N" Laughs, St. Peter’s Hall, Greatstone, 2 p.m.
Fitness, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 2 p.m.
Line Dancing, RMCH Rolfe Lane, New Romney, 4 p.m.
Romney Marsh Photographic Club, St. Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
8 p.m.

Friday 27thMay
Pilates, Dymchurch Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Brookland Meeting Point, Village Hall, 1.30 p.m. (4th Fri of
month)
Foodbank, Hardy Hall, Lydd, 6 p.m.

Saturday 28thMay
Table Sale, Dymchurch Church, 10 a.m.

PTA Community
Breakfast Event
Where; St Nicholas Primary School,

Fairfield Road, New Romney

When; Saturday 21st May

Times we will be serving breakfast from

08.30am – 12pm

English Breakfast with tea or coffee &
toast £6

Continental Breakfast, choice of
cereals, croissants, toast, tea or coffee

£4

All children (up to the age of 12) half
price

If you have any dietary requirements
then booking is essential

To book a table please turn up on the
day (cash only payments)

We are raising monies for a new sport
pavilion of which will be used & enjoyed

by our school & community.

DEVELOPMENT LAND WANTED NOW
Leo@livingstonehomes.co.uk or call :07711 284959

We are actively looking for land for residential development all over the South East of Kent.
We have a great track record of successful planning applications that maximise land values

Fresh Fruit
Pavlova

Serves
4 Egg whites

¼ tsp of cream of tartare or lemon juice

225g Caster sugar

1 Pinch salt

350ml Fresh whipping cream

500g Fresh fruit

Method
Pre-heat the oven to 140’c
Line a square baking tray with baking parchment & draw
a thick circle measuring 20cm diameter
Turn over the paper
Using a clean & dry bowl, whisk the whites until frothy,
add the cream of tartare or lemon juice
Continue to whisk until soft peak
Gradually whisk in the sugar a spoon at a time
Whisk until the mix is thick & glossy, finally fold in the
salt

Either spoon or pipe the meringue to cover the cover, I
like to pipe the mix & pipe more of the meringue around
the edge to build a wall of meringue
Place in the oven & immediately reduce the oven
temperature to 120’c, bake for 1 hour, turn off the heat
but leave the meringue in the oven overnight.
Whip the cream & spoon over the base of the meringue,
top with your chosen fruits
Top with fresh fruits, here’s a few ideas…
strawberries & finally chopped fresh mint
pineapple, mango with passion fruit
fold in lemon curd into the cream & scatter over
blueberries
rhubarb is in season lightly poach with a little sugar,
allow to cool & fold in a little elderflower cordial into the
cream
You can make the pavlova a week in advance, simply
store in an air-tight container. A perfect dessert to enjoy
with family & friends for the Jubilee celebrations
My hints & tips,
With surplus egg yolks you can make custard, crème
brulee, mayonnaise, spaghetti carbonara or a baked
cheesecake. You can freeze egg yolks for up to 6
months
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At The Movies
With Vince Shell

L G C
Championship Links Since 1888

Links golf - the way it was meant to be.

www.littlestonegolfclub.org.uk

Littlestone Golf Club

Championship Links & Littlestone Warren 
Two amazing golf courses on your doorstep. 

The newly re imagined Championship Links is listed in the Top 100 Golf 
Courses in England.  Both courses welcome visitors

 Green Fees at the Championship Links from £75pp 
& from £20pp at Littlestone Warren 

 Call 01797 363355
Society packages available at Littlestone Warren from £24pp 

and on the Championship Links from £75pp

St Andrews Road, Littlestone, Kent TN28 8RB info@littlestonegolfclub.org.uk

RomneyMarsh Community
Hub awarded Grant
Romney Marsh Community Hub has been awarded £6,000
from the Arts Council’s Let’s Create Jubilee Fund by the
Kent Community Foundation – ensuring that creativity
plays an important role in local community celebrations for
Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

The Let’s Create Jubilee Fund will ensure that thousands of
people from communities across England will have the
opportunity to take part in exciting creative events – all in
celebration of the Platinum Jubilee. From puppetry and
story creation, through to making crowns, carnival and art
trails, there will be a huge range of exciting activities for
people of all ages and backgrounds to get involved in.
The Hub will be creating pictures in various mediums and
themed poetry with the help of local artists.

Made possible thanks to National
Lottery players and administered by
UK Community Foundations on
behalf of the Arts Council, the Let’s
Create Jubilee Fund will support a
huge range of projects throughout
England. 44 community foundations
have been awarding grants across
the country.

Jon Wilson is the Hub’s
CEO: “We’re delighted to
receive this award which
will help the community of

the Romney Marsh come together to celebrate this historic
event. Those who are more vulnerable and cannot travel to
the Hub are also included as we will be sending out activity
packs, hats and flags to ensure everyone is able to get
involved and celebrate! Our Jubilee Quiz will also be
available for all on the Romney Marsh to join via our
Facebook page and website – with a prize draw for the
winner!”
HM The Queen Elizabeth II is the first monarch to

celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, having overtaken Queen
Victoria as the longest reigning monarch in 2015. Her reign
has been marked by a commitment to public service,
reflected by her extensive programme of engagements at
home and abroad, and support for over 600 cultural
organisations, charities, military associations, professional
bodies and public service organisations.

Prize draw: All correct entries will be placed into a prize
draw and a winner will be chosen by The Hub’s Chief
Executive Officer Mr Jon Wilson BEM on Friday 10th June
2022. More details will be available on our website.

The first Sonic the Hedgehog movie overcame the curse
of the video game to movie (think Doom, Residential
Evil, Silent Hill) to become the highest grossing video
game movie of all time. The first movie was a decent
effort with a typical Jim Carrey, circa 90's, over the top
performance as Dr Robotnik. So, it was almost inevitable
that a sequel would follow but while a number of critics
have quickly dismissed the film Sonic 2 is much more
than 'just a sequel''

Sonic the Hedgehog 2 - Cert PG

- sees Carrey returns as the evil but hilariously OTT Dr
Robotnik but this time he is joined by Sonics long-time
pal Tails and one-time adversary Knuckles (voiced by
none other than Idris Elba) The In-jokes come thick and
fast and are close to the knuckle(s) especially one
involving a type of mushroom. At times Sonic 2 almost
plays out like a child friendly Marvel movie especially the
finale and there are several Marvel references including
a mention of the Multiverse and Sonics transformation
into, dare I say it, Captain Marvel.

At a child unfriendly 122 minutes Sonic isn't overlong and
certainly isn't a classic but it does have something for all
and is definitely worth seeing.

I managed to catch the advanced screening of Father
Stu - Cert TBC and I'm divided by the film. Mark
Wahlberg is his usual dependable self in the lead role as

the bad boy with charm who found God. Mel Gibson is
superb as his estranged Father Bill Long and the on-
screen chemistry between the two is compelling and at
times rib-tickling funny. The problem is the storyline.

The synopsis is simple amateur boxer quits due to injury
decides to become an actor and moves to Hollywood.
Takes a job in a supermarket to make contacts and
meets the love of his life who rejects him as he isn't a
Catholic. Man turns to religion but after a truly
horrendous accident receives a calling and converts to
religion and becomes a Priest. It sounds like creative
writing but it is in fact a true story and one that Wahlberg
was determined to tell.

To surmise I will say the solid performances make up for
an ambivalent storyline but I'll let you make your own
minds up.

My only previous experience of interactive cinema was
The Star Wars ride at Disneyland Paris. I thought I knew
what I was letting myself in for when I booked the 3D
4DX screening of :

Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness - Cert 12A.

To prepare you the cinema offers a taster courtesy of a
TikTok advert during which you are shaken (not stirred)
sprayed and subjected to wind and bubbles. If that
doesn't stir your senses you are then subjected to the
forthcoming Top Gun Maverick trailer in which the
shaking becomes a full-on assault which leaves you
checking your chair for a seatbelt.

The main feature doesn't disappoint as Strange finds
himself travelling the Multiverse attempting to prevent the
Scarlet Witch Wanda Maximoff controlling the Multiverse.
This is the usual Marvel fare and director Sam Raimi
delivers a decent effort (Look out for long time Raimi
Collaborator Bruce Campbell in a strange but funny
cameo) The fight scenes will have you clinging onto your
seat, literally as it feels like any minute you could be
catapulted through the Multiverse. This is literally a roller-
coaster ride and I can only say if you haven't tried it, you
should especially with the aforementioned Top Gun -
Maverick and Jurassic Park - Dominion coming soon. A
word of warning though chose your moments to have a
drink.
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Email: info@thelooker.co.ukYOUR LETTERS
Dear Looker,
Re: Littlestone Golf Club Development Plan.

Littlestone Golf Club is a parent club to Littlestone Warren Golf
Club, 2 clubs, 2 courses and 2 clubhouses.

5 years ago a 5 year plan was unveiled by Littlestone Golf Club
which involved extensive works to Littlestone G. C., course,
clubhouse and car park.

The work was to be financed by the closure and demolition of The
Littlestone Warren Clubhouse, then selling the Warren clubhouse
site to a developer, in view of building apartments.

5 years ago the Warren Clubhouse was underused and so it was
said 'financially unviable'.

The current franchise manager Kevin Saunders, took over the
operation of running the clubhouse about the same time.

In the last 5 years the business has dramatically grown into what is
today a thriving, bustling community hub.

The Warren Clubhouse is open to the local community and is
frequently used by , not just golfers but , cycle clubs, ramblers, they
have open mike nights, charity events, wakes and weddings.

I am born and bred New Romney and to see this Asset of the
Community of New Romney levelled would be an absolute
Travesty for the community of New Romney.

The Warren clubhouse is unique, there is nothing else on Romney
Marsh to compare.

If you use the Warren and want it to remain, then please voice your
concerns to either or both, Littlestone Golf Club or Folkestone and
Hythe Council Planning.

Brian Longman,

(Littlestone Warren Vets Captain).

Dear Editor,
Some weeks ago, there was a fuss about solar farms to be built at
Aldington. I personally have no objections to wind and solar farms. I
first met wind turbines in Ireland 30 years ago, and thought, and still
do, that they were attractive and graceful additions to our
landscape. We have a solar farm on Romney Marsh, which I
sometimes point it out to visitors. If it wasn't pointed out, they
wouldn't have noticed it! It is completely unobtrusive.

Remember every square inch of our landscape is man-made,
especially here on the marsh. To me, there is no difference
between farming wheat, potatoes, sheep, oil seed rape, or
electricity. They are all essentials to life. We are destroying the
world with fossil fuels, so they have to be phased out, and we have
to create power and fuel another way. Why not wind and solar
power?

Yours sincerely,

Mrs June Gooch.

Hi David,
Just read your article in The Looker about the possibility of an
Upcycling Centre being established locally and think it's a great
idea. I have often thought how useful it would be to have
somewhere to take items which I no longer need but are still in

good condition and could be reused rather than being dumped. Or,
somewhere where somebody skilled might be able to repair an
item so that it can continue to be used and not thrown away! And,
as for the centre being a place to teach others new skills, well it's a
win-win idea. ( I'd always thought it would be a good idea to have
such an upcycling centre like this alongside a recycling centre. I
know there is a recycling centre in New Romney but don't know
exactly where it is or if there is any appropriate site nearby? ) But, I
hope you are successful with this. I would certainly make use of it.

S. Boot (Hythe).

Dear Looker.

Road chaos in Kent has been rife these past few weeks and
is only set to get worse. The solution… KENT NEEDS A NEW
ROAD.
I submitted a suggestion back in 2015 which will prevent all
the drama and upset Kent has faced regarding the M20 and
beyond. This solution is a road which would be a dual
carriageway stretching approximately 11 miles between
Ashford & Maidstone. It will act as a lorry holding area as and
when required and will also include 2 lorry parks en route to
include customs clearance checks points if required. It will
be used as a normal road but when needed as a holding
area, this road would be closed off to through traffic (which
using overhead gantries, could be done within minutes, not
the current 12 hours initialising Brock) giving 44 miles (4
lanes) to hold lorries until such time as they can continue on
their way. This space will hold approximately 6000 lorries,
leaving the M20 free to be used as normal without Brock
causing mayhem as it is now.
The M20 is being subjected to daily delays & closures due to
Brock being installed on the motorway. With this suggestion,
not only would the M20 be free from restrictions but lorries
would have the facilities needed while being held. It will also
alleviate traffic chaos through villages and keep the roads
free for emergency services.
When the then A20(M) was upgraded to a motorway (M20)
back in 1971 the road could cope with the traffic, however the
volume of vehicles has since heavily escalated and is still
increasing. The current road network through Kent is no
longer fit for purpose.

Manston airport in the past has been used as a lorry holding
area, but was decommissioned in 2021. Since the current
issues have arisen, the government have now been given the
opportunity to rent the area for a further 12 months.
Using this certainly helps to keep the M20 flowing however
with an approximate 40 mile diversion for drivers, this is really
not ethical especially with the horrendous increase on the
cost of fuel. This causes miles of tailbacks at J2 of the M25
when the diversion is put in to place. The residents of Thanet
are also put under extreme stress as noisy, rattling HGV’s are
plaguing the streets day & night.

The MP for Ashford, Damien Green has expressed his
concern with the current situation in Kent, stating that
something more needs to be done. He had been sent a copy
of suggestion back in 2015 to which he has refused to get
involved. He does also state that better measures are
needed and these measures need to be on a national scale.
If this were to happen, the repercussions could be severe…
more issues will arise if HGVs are held further afield as
accidents, diversions and general heavy traffic could create
unexpected delays causing them to miss their departures at
the port or tunnel. How would this work for HGVs delivering/
based in Kent? Will they be sent 100 miles back up the
country or will they be ‘stacked’ on the M20?

The Kent Resilience Forum (KRF) ‘thanked’ the residents for their
patience during the chaotic time of gridlocked Kent, but a solution
by way of a new road would mean so much more than words.

Opening new lorry parks outside of Kent will NOT solve the
problem BUT by installing this new road, no purpose built lorry
parks will go unused and only 1 team of workers would be
required to man the area whilst the road is in operation as a
holding area, saving millions of pounds in public money.

Kind Regards, Brian Marchant.

Dear Looker,

Who’s Who?

Woke, woke woke! Who the devil is he? Just when you think the Beeb
can’t get any ‘woker’ they excel themselves and appoint the new (who?)
Doctor Who. We should all have seen it coming; shouldn’t we? It
should have been there with bells and whistles! What could it have
been about the gay, black man that attracted them to him, I wonder?
Does this continuing wokeness make anyone else cringe?

Having conducted a small poll, I find that, every time the BBC produces
this type of gut-churning stunt a little section of the audience says ‘oh
joy’but another far larger, section of the audience puts its head in its
hands and becomes so ‘anti’: that it becomes ten degrees more anti-
woke and twenty degrees more anti-BBC; in particular because it’s
being rammed down our throats at every available opportunity.

Can anyone imagine the shock if (ha!) a straight, white,mid-20s,
Christian, Oxford-educated, male were to be employed ANYWHERE
within the BBC’s portals anymore? The threshold would crumble and
there would be pandemonium. White, Oxford-educated males are only
employed within the top tiers of the BBC; ergo no one would recognise
them on the shop-floor.

Try and complain and you have to negotiate a form that is made
deliberately complicated and ong-winded. This is done, I believe, in the
hope that you get demoralised and give up but when you eventually get
a reply, it’s so bland it’s like a watching a BBC drama: totally lacking in
commitment! If only they were so dedicated to standards of grammar:
‘stood’ instead of ‘standing’, ‘sat’ instead of ‘sitting’ NOOCELAR/
NUCLEAR. Let’s maintain the fundamentals, Beeb, then you can claim
the high, moral ground. Yours ,

Ken Pedrick

Dear Looker,

Media work is a great way to promote Local Youth Organisations for
young people, parents/carers and other parts of the community. It is
especially important in a rural community and helps to keep everyone
informed. Last month we celebrated the achievements of our
youngsters at The Pride of New Romney Awards. Three local
youngsters, Callum, Mae and Oakley were recognised for their
contribution to the local community as Mayors Cadet and Scouts. All
our local youth organisations: Brownies; Guides; Scouts; Sea, Army and
Air Cadets promote adventure for everyone and at every level.
Underpinning the idea of that adventure is that Youth organisations are
about fun, friendship, trust, being confident and inclusive.

The Looker highlights the Scouting Adventure covering all our local
groups in Dymchurch, St Mary’s Bay, Lydd and New Romney. In the
past 2 years people have often asked when will Scouting be back? The
answer is we never stopped, supporting National Fund Raising
initiatives, with Hike to the Moon and Race Round the World. We
reached out to local communities supporting Memory Cafes, The Poppy
Appeal, Kent & Sussex Air Ambulance, New Romney in Bloom, Light
Up New Romney, Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline and the Red Cross
Ukrainian Appeal.

Throughout the last two years Leaders have worked tirelessly to
maintain contact with youngsters setting the Great Pancake Challenge,
delivering Mother’s Day Chocolates and Easter Eggs and organising
The Great Marsh Cake Off! All these events have been supported by

    

 

A concert 
For The Mt Kenya Tree Nursery 

At 

St. Mary the Virgin, St. Mary in the Marsh 
7.30 p.m. 

Friday 20th. May 2022 
  

The programme includes a varied mix of music and song 
for a summer evening 

 

Tickets £10 
including interval refreshments 

To book ring 07799887335 or pay at the door 

 
Supporting sustainable forests and conservation education on the slopes of Mt. Kenya 

 

 

The Looker and kept us in the public eye. The
publication also allows us to appeal for future Leaders
and helpers, we extend the Adventure to adults too.
So, if you are seeking adventure, unique experiences
and fun give Scouting a try. Our youngsters are our
future and they deserve the benefit of your life
experience.

Our youngsters are so super proud when they are
featured in The Looker, it boosts their confidence and
raises their self esteem. The Beavers are bursting to
say ‘ I’m famous‘ because my picture is in the paper -
local celebrities in the making - what a great boost for
their self esteem.

Thanks Dave, as a former Cub Scout you do us
proud. Once a Scout, always . . . .

Janet Thomas.
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Basic Gardening
With Michael Gooch

Weeding is the big chore at the moment, and just keep up with
it as best you can. They are suddenly growing like the
clappers! If you have a compost heap, don’t put weeds into it,
some of the seeds and roots will not be broken down, and will
just give you weedy compost. One other reminder, do not put
cooked food into your compost. It will attract vermin. Peelings
and waste food in it natural form are OK. Use the council
collection box, and even make an effort not to have cooked
waste. If you haven’t paid extra for the gardening bin, put all
organic garden waste into a bag, and when you have a few
bags, you can take it down to the amenity site.

Bedding plants can be put in now, and spring bulbs dug up to
make room, if you need the space. With spring bulbs that stay
in the ground, you can dig up a few, because they become
very congested bunches. If lifting bulbs, shake off excess soil,
gently, and store them in a dry shed, but don’t remove the
tops, let them dry off naturally. Make sure they are not too
squashed up together or too moist, or they will rot. Cardboard,
or wooden greengrocery tray are good for storage. They can
be stacked to save room, and the air can get to the bulbs as
they dry out.

If you have plants still growing in an unheated greenhouse,
they can be hardened off in cold frames, or put out during the
day, but don’t forget to bring them in at night time. A cold night
might be too much of a contrast. We did the “right” thing and
used peat free compost, but the results have been
disappointing. Several of my seed trays never germinated, and
others are way behind. Perhaps we need to go up market and
experiment.

Perennials may be staking up now, as they grow rapidly. You
can buy special frames and supports, or just use the traditional
canes, which we do. When planting anything that will need a
stake, put a stake in to the eventual height of the plant. If you
only put in an intermediate size, by the time the plant needs
the bigger one, the ground around it will be too hard and thick
with roots to drive the cane in, and you don’t want to be
disturbing the roots of a growing plant.

Always use biodegradable string when tying up, like hessian,
which usually come in neutral coloursto blend in with the plant.
Always tie in a figure of 8, so that the plant stem has room to
grow. If you tie too tightly, the string will cut into the stem as it
expands and damage the plant. Talking about canes, and
jumping forward to autumn, when putting them away, always
cut off the stray bits of string. There is nothing more irritating
that stored canes getting all tangled up, with bits of rotting
string!!

AND NOW FOR THE VEG

Continuing from the previous paragraph, our climbing
vegetables have taken off now, and tying up before they get
too floppy is good practice as it encourages healthy straight
stems and doesn’t put into the shade any smaller plants you
might have growing nearby.

Runnner beans usually need a bit of help to encourage them
to climb up the supports. Use loosely tied string but be careful
you don’t break off the tips of the plants, otherwise I find that
the plant’s instinct is to send out replacement stems which
cause the plant to spread outwards rather than upwards.

Beans are very thirsty plants, so a good watering every few
days is vital. Also it’s a good idea to mulch around the base of
each plant to keep the soil moist and act as a feed and weed
deterrent at the same time. Grass cuttings serve this purpose
very well. Once flowers have formed, especially in dry weather,
and if you have time, gently spraying the blossoms with a
mister helps the flowers to set and cuts down the risk of
flowers dropping before pollination.

Broad beans are
coming along very well,
and need staking up to
prevent stalks either
from breaking or
growing in a curve. I
find the easiest way to
do this is to put strong
canes at each end of
the row, then further
canes every metre or so
in between, then loop string from one end to the other, using
intermediate canes as support. You may need to do this
several times as the plants grow in height. This is especially
important as the pods form and make plants top-heavy. Keep a
lookout for blackfly which love to feed on the tender shoots at
the top of the plant and will soon infest the young pods as they
mature. To avoid having to spray, a good plan is to pinch out
the tops of each plant to deny the blackfly a home, and also
has the effect of concentrating more energy into pod growth.

This is now the time to sow salad crops in succession.
Lettuce seeds can be sown sparingly into pots of compost,
then thinned and planted out in about three weeks. If you
sowed beetroot back in March or early April, they should be
thinned out carefully to avoid overcrowding and small beets.

My leek seeds are disappointingly slow so far (as they were
last year) even though I created a seed bed and tried new
varieties. Perhaps I’m losing my touch! However, if yours are
thriving, they too can be thinned and by early June can be
planted out.

Tomatoes are “taking off” now that they are in large pots, and
this is the time to pinch out the side shoots to ensure the
plant’s energy goes into producing fruit and not unnecessary
foliage. This is not necessary for tumbling or cherry type
tomatoes but essential for the standard salad type such as
Alicante or Moneymaker. Check the instructions on the packet
if not sure. If you raise tomatoes in the greenhouse or
conservatory, it should be safe now to put some outside after
hardening off for a few days. Putting a few plants outside
prolongs the growing season and will provide fruit into early
autumn.

Following my recent comments about the shortage of bees, I
recently saw the results of a “numberplate” survey of flying
insects which estimates that our flying insect population is
down by up to 70%. This is not good news for gardeners and
farmers and anything we can do to combat this decline seems
an urgent need.

Enjoy your time outdoors and in the greenhouse.

Rose’s celebrations started with a lunch at the Cinque Port arms.

Rose was then surprised later in the week with a party at the Captain Howey with family and
close friends.

Rose enjoys a game of Bingo which she was able to enjoy during her week of celebrations

Happy 100thBirthday
RoseMorris

Happy 100thBirthday
RoseMorris



Budgeting Tips
With June Gooch

Age-ism.
According to law, I believe, you are not allowed to
discriminate against people on account of age, as with
colour, ethnic origin, male, female, etc. Maybe there is a
law written on vellum in the archives of the Palace of
Westminster, but it seems society hasn’t caught on yet!
Looking at the world of fashion and advertising, the worst
thing that can happen to you is to grow old! The anti-
aging industry is a huge multi-million £ industry. Beauty
products, plastic surgery, fillers, permanent make up, the
list goes on.

What is it all for? Have you ever asked yourself? Those
who love you, know and love you for your own sake.
Whatever age you are, why not accept the fact, and just
make the most of who you are at that moment? Much
cheaper! The body changes as we grow old, wise people
come to terms with it. If you are 16, 34, 57 or 77, you will
be at a certain stage in your life, which no one can alter.
Some oldies may remember Dr Markland. I had my first
post as a practice nurse with Drs Markland and
Cochrane. I always remember a conversation he had
with a patient. The gentleman was moaning about his
health going downhill. “How old are you?” asked Dr
Markland. “82” replied the gentleman. “Well” said Dr
Markland “so is you heart, your brain, your liver, you
kidneys, and the blood system. You can’t expect it to
function like it did when you were 25!”

So abandon trying to pretend you are 34 forever. (which
apparently is the age most women thought they looked
their best!- according to research!) Whatever age you
are, welcome it with open arms! Like our old gentleman,
if you are 82, nothing can change that! The best way to
keep your body healthy, which I presume is what we all
want, is to live a wholesome life, and look after the inner
man. I have also worked in an Out Patients Dept where
one of my clinics was Dermatology. The consultant
strongly believed that all skin problems had an internal
base, so he always did a full case study, and general
examination, before he started talking about skin.

We all like to look our best, and women have used
creams since the beginning of time, but try not to be
bamboozled by fashion, advertising and the image
industry into spending enormous amount of money on
trying to pretend you are younger (or older) than you are!
I have never known my husband of 53 years, without a
beard, and he keeps it groomed with a pair of scissors.
He used to have a beard trimming attachment on his
razor, but it went kaput and he never bothered buying
another. When beards became popular, suddenly you
could spend hundreds of £s on beard grooming. We
never quite understood what they were all for!! Same
with men’s make up. What is it for? If men’s skin feels dry
you can just use a general purpose hand cream.

How to keep your skin and body healthy? We all know
the guidelines really. Eat a healthy diet, which need not
be expensive, keep your weight down, have enough
exercise, and have a good bedtime routine, so you get
enough sleep. There is little point in spending hundreds
of pounds on beauty products, spa days and treatments,
if you eat lots of junk food and takeaways, allow yourself
to get overweight, and don’t get enough exercise or rest.
Also a lot cheaper to keep looking good through lifestyle!
Maybe it sound a bit austere, but good health and
glowing skin is worth the price.

Society still has this notion that a tan is desirable and
attractive. It is nothing more than frying and destroying
your skin, and the brown is the body throwing up melanin
to try and protect the skin from the damage of the sun. All
wrinkles and ageing is caused by the sun and elements.
Look at an area of your body that never gets the sun, and
you will see pale, soft, unlined skin. Beware the sun.

There is a modern idea that you can’t be happy unless
you are doing something OTT. Lots of the happiest and
most contented people, have never been high on drugs,
felt the need to spend the night drunk to the eyeballs at a
rave, or change their car/kitchen/décor every 18 months!!
It is hard to make sense of most adverts, you feel the
makers must be high on LSD! However delighted people
are with new purchases, most don’t feel it necessary to
do a fandango on the furniture! So be content with your
real everyday life, and perhaps it will help you to budget
wisely.

58 High St, Hythe CT21 5AT
Tel: 01797 364837

Webuy& sell
All model railway locomotives
Rolling stock and buildings

We also have a large stock ofmodel cars and buses
We can service yourmodels too!

We always stock track points and accessories
Hundreds of ‘pre loved’models

At affordable prices

Call in and say hello
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The Train now
arriving at
Platform 1 . . .
has been doing so
for the past 95
years!
One of the South East’s leading tourist attractions
celebrated its 95th Anniversary last weekend with a
special ‘Steam And Diesel Gala’.
Hundreds of people made the pilgrimage to what
has been described as the only miniature mainline
steam railway in the world!

The “95th Anniversary” Steam and Diesel Gala
took place last weekend and as well as all the
normal activity the railways had many visitors not
just of the human kind but also visiting locomotives
from across the country too. Shelagh of Eskdale
has been on loan this year from the Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway.

Trains ran continuously throughout the weekend,
starting Saturday morning and running through the
night ending on Sunday evening. With a mix of
passenger & freight services there was plenty of
things to keep visitors occupied during the day and
night.

River Irt from the Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway
was also at the railway and shared the same
birthday. This loco - previously named Muriel - is
also celebrating 95 years since it was given a new
locomotive-type boiler and at the same time the
frames were extended for the rear truck, a small
cab and a 6-wheel tender were added in place of
the side-tanks.

Another Locomotive which was present also from
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway was Katie which is
an 0-4-0 steam tank locomotive and was built in
1896 by the engineer Sir Arthur Heywood for use
on the Duke of Westminster’s private railway at his
Eaton Hall estate, Cheshire.

One of the things that is always very popular at the
railway was the traditional double header express
trains.
The railway was fully operational with plenty to do
at the New Romney Station as well as Hythe and
Dungeness. This included the newly opened
Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Heritage Centre
and the, always popular Model Railway exhibition
at New Romney.

We are not the only people
celebrating a birthday…
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U P  C L O S E

W O R L D  C L A S S

7 - 1 7  J u l y  2 0 2 2

For full details, visit: jamconcert.org

Highl ights include VOCES8, Michael Collins, Changeling Theatre
London Mozart Players, London Tango Quintet, Lucy Crowe, 
James Gilchrist, Anna Tilbrook and many more.

i n t i m a t e  ·  m u l t i - a r t s  ·  fe s t i v a l 

JAMon theMarsh
isback, 7 – 17 July
For 11 days in July the Marsh’s own multi-arts festival,
JAM on the Marsh, takes place in our unique
landscape. The festival invites its audience and
community to get up close to world-class events,
including music, theatre, sculpture, art and poetry.
Tickets are now on sale.

JAM on the Marsh’s 9th festival crosses the Marsh from
Hythe to Dungeness and Snargate to New Romney.
Every one of the famous Marsh churches will be used in
the festival, bringing art and audience to these unspoilt
wonders, as well as the Marsh Academy Leisure Centre
and Cinemarsh.

On 7th July, Changeling Theatre opens the festival with
their brand new, hysterical and irreverent production of
Oscar Wilde’s ever popular The Importance of Being
Earnest. This bold, imaginative and magical open air
theatre company returns to the heart of New Romney,
performing in the Old School Garden, where the church
and town become the play’s sets.

Music has been at the heart of every festival since
2014, and this year is no different. Concerts come thick
and fast, featuring some world-famous names:
VOCES8; Lucy Crowe and James Gilchrist; Michael
Collins with the London Mozart Players; the Holst
Singers and the London Tango Quintet.

Many stars will visit the festival over 11 days, though not
all the stars are famous; local talent is given a blast
when the Ashford Youth Jazz Orchestra gets the toes
tapping, and a few days later 60 children from St
Nicholas and Brookland Primary Schools come together
to perform with one of the UK’s finest brass groups,
Onyx Brass. Conducted by Lydd resident Rebecca
Lodge Birkebaek, the children will sing Timothy
Jackson’s Opening Night.

Visual art is represented in 6 exhibitions, including a
community project designed by Yolanda Houston of
New Romney’s Teach Me, where a mosaic has been
created for each of the 14 Marsh churches. These
wonderful pieces of art, made by the Marsh community,
will be on display as a Romney Marsh Churches’
Mosaics Trail. Other examples to see include Angela C
Smith’s breath-taking sculptures in the transept of St.
Leonard’s Church, Hythe and fabulous abstract oils, by
Littlestone artist John Ballard, filling St George’s,
Ivychurch.

See www.jamconcert.org for full details and tickets.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE LOOKER
From everyone at Sotirios Folkestone
Thank you for voting us top Restaurant in the district for 3 consecutive years

Looking forward to the next 12 years
In our opinion The Looker really is the best local paper in the district
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CHURCH UPDATE By June Gooch
The messy church sessions have been continuing in the
school, and have been successful. The last one
concentrated on the activities of Holy Week, with plenty
of craft, worship and refreshments.

New Romney, Methodist Church.
Services began on May 8th, and will take place every
fortnight, so the next one will be May 22nd. The exact
dates will be on the church notice board.

Newchurch, St Peter and Paul.
The Spring themed craft and coffee morning on April 9th

was a great success, and thanks are given to all who
manned stalls and supported the event. The next one
will be on July 2nd. The beginning of June will of course
be the long Jubilee weekend. They are hoping to fill the
church with red, white and blue flowers. Could you help?
It is NOT a festival or competition, so everyone’s effort
will be appreciated however humble!

Romney Marsh Community Church.
Worship continues on Sunday mornings at 10.30am.
Children’s teaching and craft during the service takes
place, for all ages, and all are welcome to the services,
with a combination of old and new Christian music. For
food bank details see top of page. If you are struggling in
any way, feel free to ring the church office on 01797
366855 during the morning.

The toddler group is gaining in strength, and welcoming
new and old mums every week. If interested, come
along on a Thursday morning to talk to the helpers and
mums, grans and minders. It is £2 per family including
refreshments and biscuits. Places available, several of
the children will be going to school after the summer.

The church is planning a special service and bring and
share lunch for Sunday, June 5th the platinum Jubilee.
For those who wish to join in there is a clipboard at the
back, of all food that is needed, that you can sign up to.
Everyone welcome to join us for the special occasion.

Snargate, St Dunstan’s
The next service will be on Sunday, May 22nd at 9am
and will be a Holy communion.

On July 3rd there will be a concert by Naropera, and
group of musicians that tells the story of a popular
opera, with narration and selected songs and arias from
the Opera. This time it is The Marriage of Figaro. The
actual concert begins at 6.30pm, but at 5pm you are
invited to join a big picnic on the field opposite the
church. Many make an event of this, will napkins, plenty

of graceful food, and a glass of wine! Not quite Leeds
Castle, but along those lines. At 6pm, hot drinks will be
served in the church.

St Mary’s Bay, All Saints.
The fund raising events have been successful so far this
year, and thanks are given to all who helped and
supported them. The next one is on Monday, May 23rd at
2.30pm, Bingo in the church hall. Saturday, May 28th,
Jubilee celebration. 2.30pm. Church group, and
Marshara Maypole dancing and tea. All welcome, and to
have a go at Maypole dancing if feeling brave!

A book of remembrance has been established, and if
you would like the name of a loved one in the book,
contact Pauline on 01797 364175, or fill in the form in
the church magazine. A donation of £10 is requested for
the cost of calligraphy.

St Mary in the Marsh.
There will be a concert by the Haywardians on Friday,
May 20th in aid of the Mount Kenya Tree Nursery. Tickets
are £10, and include light refreshments in the interval.
Please ring Liz on 07799 887335 to book your ticket.

There will be a combined church, village and Star Inn
event on Sunday, June 5th to celebrate the Platinum
Jubilee, at 1pm in the Parish council field, next to the
Star Inn.

Activities have been arranged, and everyone is invited to
bring some food to share.

Church chuckle.
A small boy wanted to have a new bike, but he father
took him aside, and said, maybe we can’t afford a new
bike, but you can pray for a new brother or sister to play
with. The small boy did pray, but soon lost interest.
Some time later, the father showed the small boy, not
one new baby, but two baby brothers. “Now” said dad
“aren’t you glad you prayed for a baby brother” The boy
looked at them curiously then added “but aren’t you glad
I stopped praying when I did!”

Wit and Wisdom.
When our children were small, like all mums, we taught our
children to take their outdoor shoes off, when they came
indoors, especially when we had a new carpet! One day, I
was with our youngest in Lloyds bank. Intent on my
business, I looked around to find to find he had taken his
shoes off. Puzzled, I asked him why he had taken his
shoes off? They’ve had a new carpet, he replied. And they
had! I rapidly explained that banks and shops have an
especially tough kind of carpet, so you don’t have to take
your shoes off, every time. But 10/10 for thoughtfulness!

Food Banks.
The bank at the Romney Marsh Community Church is
open from 4pm-5.30pm on Tuesdays. The bank can give
you enough food for 3 days, tailored to the needs of your
family. You need a voucher, so ring the Citizens Advice
bureau on 080 2082 138 to obtain one, or the church
office during the morning on 01797 366855, and explain
your needs, and obtain a voucher.

The Lydd food bank operates from the Hardy Hall, from
6pm -7pm on Fridays. If you have problems feeding
yourself or your family, come along on Fridays, and you
will be given some food.

All supermarkets and many churches, collect for the food
bank, and the special needs at the moment are tinned
cold meat (not corned beef) adults and children’s
toothpaste, coffee, and shampoo and conditioner. Other
well in date, unopened food is welcome, but at present
they have plenty of tinned soup, pasta, rice, baked
beans, rice pudding and custard.

Brookland, St Augustine.
The next midweek service will be at 6.30pm on
Wednesday, May 18th. There is a community cupboard in
the church, so if anyone is short of food, they can come
and help themselves. This is a community effort with the
school. There is also a 2nd hand book market, the
proceeds of which are for church funds.

Burmarsh. All Saints.
The recent book sale and coffee morning raised £300
towards the hall renovation fund. At present quotes of
being sought to do the work required. At going to press
the results of the plants, ploughman’s and Pimms isn’t
known, but it usually very well supported.

Dymchurch. St Peter and Paul.
The next fund raising event is a table sale on Saturday
28th May, from 10am-2pm in the church. Varied stalls,
including all the favourites, with refreshments. All
donations welcome, leave at the church, and all welcome
on the day to support the village church.

There is a monthly craft fair in the village hall, and the
organisers have kindly allowed the church to have a
tombola at each event. Donations would be very
welcome, ring Chris on 07740 395497 or email
chrisclarkcwdymchurch@gmail.com. Volunteers are also
required to cover the stall each month, co if you can help,
contact Chris. The first on is on May 21st.

Greatstone, St Peter.

The church was 60 years old on Palm Sunday. When
built it occupied an empty strip of shingle. How much
vision those early builders must have had, to know that a
church would be needed in the community to come! Like
Noah responding to God’s request to build an ark, when
there was no hint of rain! To celebrate, there is a benefice
service on May 29th at 10.30am.

Please note the drop in coffee morning on Wednesdays,
from 9am-`10.30am. Children’s toys provided for
preschool youngsters. There is a meeting point from
10am-noon on first and third Tuesday mornings, when all
are welcome to drop by for some fellowship and a coffee,
especially if in need or company, or support of any kind.

There are lots of other events in the new hall, it is often
open, so pop in anytime for a look at the notice board for
all types of groups.

Ivychurch, St George.
On Sunday, May 22nd, at 6pm, there will be the Annual
church meeting, when the Parochial Church council will
be voted in, including the CW and Treasurer, for the
following year. All parishioners are invited to this meeting.
Following this at 6.30pm there will be an evensong with
Holy Communion.

In the church there are free copies of a booklet
“investigating Ivychurch” which was put together by Kent
Wildlife Trust and Romney Marsh Fifth continent project.
This is mainly for children, but will be a resource for
everyone.

Plans for the Platinum Jubilee are well advanced, and
there will be a service of Celebration on Thursday, June
2nd, at 11am. The Bell Pub will be serving speciality beers
and cocktails. At 9.15pm the beacon will be lit on the
village green, at the same time as beacons all over the
country. Fireworks will follow, from villagers own gardens.
On Friday, 3rd June there is to be a street party and BBQ,
and children’s activities etc. Exact timings to be finalised.

Lydd, All Saints.
The Tower day and Fete, was a success, with a constant
stream of people going up the tower to watch the birds
nesting, and spending money at the many stalls.

The Lydd foodbank works from the Hardy Hall on
Fridays, from 6-7pm. See more details at top of column.

New Romney, St Nicholas.
The next coffee morning, book and craft sale is on
Saturday, May 21st from 10am-noon. All are welcome, to
this lively event, which supports the church to the tune of
£500+ each month.
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AQUAHEAT

Cooling

Heating

Cooling

0% Finance

Smart Enabled

Purifies Air

Ultra Low Running Cost

Low Carbon Footprint

Electrical certificate included

These units are great for
conservatories, outbuildings,

offices, living rooms, bedrooms,
small shops, waiting rooms and

many other applications

From only £67 pcm
Over 24 months 0%

Approximately 10-15p per hour running costs

www.aquaheatashford.co.uk
Tel: 07428 138282 or 01797 369253
Email: lee@aquaheatashford.co.uk


